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“The basic wrong
is, the leaders
have become
godless animals.
That's all. The
only method for
reform is this
Krsna conscious-
ness. There is no
second method.
You cannot raise
anybody to high
qualities unless
he is God
conscious. That is

a fact.—p. 15

WELCOME

THIS ISSUE was in its final
. stages of production the

¢ day terror struck in New
York and Washington. At
the Back to Godhead office,
we watched as one of the

.. twin towers collapsed on
live television. We knew at once that thou-
sands had died.

Although I hesitated to throw the maga-

Lord Sri Krsna, the

zine off schedule, I felt that BTG couldn’t Supreme Personality
wait to say something about this tragedy. of Godhead and

source of all material

Then we began receiving submissions from A
and spiritual worlds

devotees who had spontaneously written
about the attacks and the consequent suffer-
ing. We decided to free up some pages
(including my editorial page) to bring you
the thoughts of some devotees in the wake of
the events.

The three related articles appear under
the title “Feelings and Philosophy: Responses
to the Terrorist Attacks.” The first is a letter
from Hridayananda Dasa Goswami to his
disciples, stressing the need for true compas-
sion in response to the events. Yogesvara

Dasa, who works in Manhattan and was ;
Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahdaprabhu, Krsna's
maost recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

there the morning of the attacks, gives his
perspective as both a New Yorker and a
devotee of Krsna. Finally, Kalakantha Dasa
sent us an essay he wrote originally for his
own benefit—a kind of therapy, he said.
Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

» To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

¢ To expose the faults of materialism.

¢ To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

e To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

» To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness

e To help every living being remember
and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.
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Letters

Inspired to Subscribe

I just wanted to drop a note to say
how much I enjoyed the July/August
issue of BTG. Urmila Devi Dasi’s
article on humility was honest and
thoughtful and made me want to
practice that same honesty and
thoughtfulness on myself. I also
enjoyed the article on deity worship.
The picture of the New Delhi deities
is beautiful and helped me to under-
stand the spiritual significance of the
arati ceremony. | actually got a
subscription after reading this issue!
L. Hardison
Via the Internet

Humble Thanks

The first edition of BTG we received
was the July/August 2001 issue, with
the most beautiful painting of Radha-
rani on the cover. All the articles
were very good and interesting, But [
was particularly inspired with one
article by Urmila Devi Dasi titled
“Real Humility.” Before I received
that BTG, like many others I had
spent considerable thought on humil-
ity. It was so important, yet I did not
have a clear understanding of what
it meant. I tried various ways to
“become humble”™—by denying even
the genuine compliments I got, refus-
ing to admit that I had made any
progress at all, trying to be meek and
submissive—but all the while I knew
that something was wrong in my idea
of humility because my consciousness
remained as rebellious and proud as
always. Urmila Devi Dasi’s article
cleared all my misconceptions. It is
indeed a joy to be humble or even try
to become humble. Thank you very
much and keep up the good work.
Annapurna Adiraju
Chicago, Illinois

Seeing Krsna’s Mercy

[To Urmila Devi Dasi:] The article
you wrote in BTG, March/April 2001,
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about karma helped me through my
sufferings of the last three years. I never
understood what was happening to me.
After reading your article, I accepted
that everything was the mercy of Lord
Krsna. I felt very relieved. Through
your words I finally came to the conclu-
sion that my only shelter in this ma-
terial world is Srila Prabhupéda and the
devotees of Lord Krsna. You gave me
so much, I don’t have the words to
thank you. The only thing I'm begging
for is to love Lord Krsna, Srimati
Radharani, and the Vaisnavas with my
whole heart. I'm forever indebted to
you.

Asha Sietaram

The Hague, Holland

Changed Opinion

All of the articles are just great. They
have helped me when I've felt weak or
lonely. The latest issue [July/August] is
stupendous. I have a co-worker who
believed we are sexist. So I copied the
article “Radharani: The Feminine Side
of God” and gave it to her. Now she
views the movement differently. Thank
you. I came to Krsna almost two years
ago. He has definitely changed my life.

Now I chant every day, read, and try
to remember Him at all times. [ still
have to fight maya at every turn. But
I'm trying my best.

Luis Vargas
Miami, Florida

A Small Miracle

I wanted to share a small miracle that
occurred in my life today; all thanks to
Lord Krsna’s mercy and Lord
Caitanya’s sankirtana movement.

Like many new devotees, I am sure, [
have been trying to go clean up past
wreckage of my life. Two years ago, be-
fore becoming a devotee, I had a run-in
with the law and was placed on two
years probation, and the main terms
were to keep up on my fine payments,
which were really steep. Since becom-



ing a devotee, [ have had a hard time
trying to figure out what I would like
to do for work, as my experience is in
food service and I no longer want to
work with meat, fish, or eggs. I fell
behind in my court payments and got
a one-month extension, hoping to find
work by then. That was last month.

The whole time I was struggling to
do what I could to fix the situation
and not leaving it up to Krsna. I could
not focus while I chanted, and I began
to isolate myself from devotees, wal-
lowing in my depression. Last Thurs-
day I exclaimed utter defeat to Krsna.
[ told Him I was tired of trying and
spent the day chanting as best I could.

The next day I got a call from a
devotee’s friend who owns a business
making vegetarian salads and sand-
wiches. I was to interview Monday.
But on Saturday I received a notice
that my probation was to be revoked
and that I faced thirty days in jail.

Well, I could see that Krsna did
fine with the job, and I had to trust
and keep my faith in Him. [ got the
job, and my grandmother-in-law off-
ered to pay off the rest of my fines
and told me I could pay her back
when I could. Amazing—because she
is usually a stickler when it comes to
money.

Today I went to court and faced
the same judge I had two years ago.
Before going in I promised Krsna I
would give the judge a Bhagavad-gita
As It Is as a thank-you gift—if things
worked out in my favor.

Despite my having paid everything,
the judge still wanted to revoke my
probation and send me to jail for
thirty days. Before it was final, I spoke
up and told him that due to the
court’s intervention two years back,
and due to having God in my life now,
[ have been able to turn my life com-
pletely around. I am not even close to
the person [ was back then. I told him
about my job, my new wife, and my
new friends in fellowship in the spiri-
tual organization [ belong to.

He paused, asked for a few details,

paused again, and then dismissed the
case and ended my probation, calling it
successfully completed!

I kept my promise and wrote a quick
thank-you note and gave the book to
the clerks for Judge Ackerman. I hope
he reads it and gets as much out of it as

| Ido.

Bhakta Neal
Via the Internet

Right on Time

I have noticed that this kind of thing has
happened to me many times over the
years: I will be feeling the pangs of
material life, and then Krsna will get my
attention somehow or another, and
most always I will then receive my latest
issue of BTG in the mail right on time.
Krsna knows and cares enough to send
me the ways and means to get me out of

| mayas grip.

John Martini
Staten Island, New York €3

Please write to us at: BTG, PO. Box 430,
Alachua, FL. 32616, USA. Or: BTG, 33
Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. [Phone: (022) 618-1718.] E-mail:
editors@pamho.nel.

CORRECTIONS

We failed to mention that the article
about Sriman Jayananda Dasa (“A
Modern Saint,” May/June) relied heav-
ily on the book Radha-Damodar Vilasa,
by Vaiyasaki Dasa. We apologize to
Vaiyasaki Dasa for the omission. Radha-
Damodara Vilasa is an exciting, thor-
oughly researched work on Jayananda
Dasa, Visnujana Swami, [SKCON's
Radha-Damodara Deities, and the early
days of ISKCON. It is available from
the Hare Krsna Bazaar (page 64).

In the article “Temple of the Su-
preme Enchanter” (July/August), the
deity Madana-Mohana was said to have
been taken from the home of Puru-
shottama Chobey. The devotee’s name
was actually Damodar Chobey.

NOVEMBI

What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on in the mod-
ern world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
millenniums ago. The Gita and the
other Vedic scriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as St Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chant-
ing of the names of God, especially
as found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the uin but, long
a like the ain far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the a in evade, long 1like the iin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
theriinrim,and clike the chin chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual llames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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NEWS
OF THE“1”
WITHIN

Overwhelmed by useless information,
we fail to hear about life’s most important topic.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

srotavyadini rajendra
nrnam santi sahasrasah

apasyatam atma-tattvani
grhesu grha-medhinam

“Those persons who are materially engrossed, being
blind to the knowledge of ultimate truth, have many
subject matters for hearing in human society, O Em-
peror.” Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.2

BOUT SIXTY, SEVENTY years ago a big politi-
cian of India came to see my Guru Maharaja, in
quiring about our activities. He was informed,
among other things, that my Guru Maharaja was pub-
lishing papers monthly in English, Bengali, Hindi,
Oriya, and Assamese, and a Bengali daily, Nadiya
Prakash. The politician was surprised.
“Oh, you are publishing every day a Bengali
paper?”
“Yes. Why are you surprised?”
He was surprised. He was a politician, and he was

thinking, “What can one speak of God, or Krsna. daily
in a paper?” He was surprised because people gener-
ally think, “Sometimes we go to the temple and pray

| ‘God, give us our daily bread,”” and then their busi-

ness with God is finished.

My Guru Maharaja replied,“Why are you sur-
prised? This Calcutta city is a most insignificant part
of the universe, and it is producing so many papers.”

Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita, “The whole ma-
terial world is situated in one part of My energy.”
Ekamsena sthito jagat. When Arjuna asked about
the opulence of Krsna, Krsna described some of the

| material world. Then He summarized:

atha va bahunaitena
kim jadatena tavarjuna
vistabhyaham idam krisnam
ekamsena sthito jagat
“How much shall I go on speaking to you? Just try to
understand My potency: This whole material world is
sustained by one part of My energy.” [ Bhagavad-gita
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Napoleon was conquering all over Europe,
and he thought he would be able to enjoy
his conquests. But where is Napoleon?

10.42] The spiritual world is the three-
fourths part. Suppose one unit of
Krsna’s energy is acting. So out of
that one-fourth unit is exhibited the
material world. What is that material
world?

vasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-
koti-

kotisv asesa-vasudhadi-vibhiti-
bhinnam

tad brahma niskalam anantam asesa-
bhiitari

govindam adi-purusam tam ahari
bhajami

[ Brahma-sarihita 5.40]

In some corner of the Brahman
effulgence is mahat-tattva, material
energy. And that material energy is
described in another place:

vasyaika-nisvasita-kalam
athavalambya
Jivanti loma-vilaja jagad-anda-nathah
visnur mahan sa tha yasya kala-viseso
govindam adi-purusam tam aham
bhajami
[Brahma-samhita 5.48]

The material world means the innu-
merable universes coming out through
the breathing of Maha-Visnu. Innu-
merable universes. We cannot account
for the one universe in which we live,
and there are innumerable planets.
Everyone has experience in seeing the
stars and planets. This is one universe.
And such universes are coming out—
millions—through the breathing of
Maha-Visnu. When He exhales they
come out; when He inhales they go
within. That accounts for the states of
creation and non-creation.

The material world is only a mani-
festation, an exhibition, of one-fourth
of the energy of Krsna. Within the ma-
terial world there are so many uni-

verses, and within each universe there
are so many planets. We are living on
one of those planets. And on this planet
there are so many cities—Calcutta,
Bombay, Madras, Delhi, Paris, London,

| and so many hundreds and thousands

of others. In every city there are news-
papers. And each newspaper is publish-
ing three, four editions daily. This is the
most insignificant planet, and still there
is so much news to hear.

Therefore it is said here, srotavya-
dini rajendra nrnarm santi sahasrasah:
“There are millions and millions of
subjects for hearing.” That is a fact.

| Every paper is publishing three, four

editions daily, especially in the West-
ern countries. So if they have got so
much news in the material world on
this insignificant planet, just imagine
how much news is there in the three-
fourths manifestation of God’s energy.

So my Guru Maharaja said, “You
are surprised, sir, that we are publish-
ing a paper daily. But we can publish a
paper every minute. Unfortunately,
there are no customers.”

They have customers for their news-
papers, but for our news we have to
canvass,* Will you kindly take this? Will
you kindly take this?”

They are not interested. They're in-
terested in material news—radio, pa-
per, magazine, edition after edition.
They have no time to read the little
news we are giving about God in Back
to Godhead. Why? Apasyatam atma-
tattvam. They do not know what is
atma, the active principle of all these
activities. They do not know. Na te
viduh svartha-gatim hi visnum dura-
saya ye bahir-artha-maninah [S‘rimad -
Bhagavatam 7.5.31]. Durasaya means
that they have so much news to hear
with the hope that they will be able to
exist here and be happy. Durdasaya
means “useless hope.”

Take, for example, your Napoleon

8 BACKTO GODHEAD « NOVEMBER /DECEMBER 2001

Arch. Napoleon was conquering all
over Europe, and he thought he would
be able to enjoy his conquests. But
where is Napoleon? The arch is there,
that’s all. This is the position. But he
worked so hard. Not only he—every-
one is working. The arch will remain,
because it's a stone, but he’s finished.
He’s finished.

This is called apasyatam atma-
tattvam. People do not know what is
reality. They are simply after so-called
reality. It is a very important point. Try
to understand. Atma-tattvam. One who
does not know what is arma—what is
soul, the nature of soul—does not
know what is reality.

ARJUNA’S
FIRST LESSON

Therefore, in the Bhagavad-gita
Krsna begins by explaining the consti-

| tution of the atma, or spirit soul. When

He began to teach Arjuna Bhagavad-
gita, the A-B-C-D lesson was to con-
vince him about the soul within the
body. That is called atma-tattvam. No-
body knows about this. Therefore,
bahir-artha-maninah: they are accept-
ing the external feature. We can under-
stand very easily that the body is the
external feature. The real “I" is within.
As soon as [ go away from this body,
the external feature becomes as good
as garbage in the street. People do not
understand that. They are busy piling
garbage. “Bring more garbage, more
garbage.” They think, “This garbage
will save me.”

On the other hand, arma-tattvam
means to think, “I am now within this
garbage for the present. And after leav-
ing this garbage, I pile up so many other
garbages. And in this way, working use-
lessly my whole life, then [ transmigrate
from this body to another garbage
body.”



Apasyatam atma-tattvam refers to
those who do not know this. Apasyatam
means “not seeing.” A means “not,” and
pasyatam means “seeing,” or “one who
sees.” He's seeing in this way: “This
garbage is everything.” He does not see
atma-tattvam.

Apasyatam atma-tattvam grhesu.
Grha means “home.” You can take the
body as home, because we are living
within the body. And we are living on
this planet and within this universe.
These are also home. Or I may have
a little home, an apartment, ten feet
square, that’s all. That is also home.
We have attachment for this home, ten
feet by ten feet or millions of feet by
millions of feet.

DOGLIKE “FREEDOM”

We living entities are within this
home. The whole universe is home be-
cause we're living here. And we are
moving from this place to that place.
From Bombay I have come to Paris.
This is all within the home—within
the universe or within this planet. We
see that people are very busy, driving
cars at seventy miles per hour. But
within Paris they may go seventy miles
or eighty miles, but they cannot go be-
yond. One of our countrymen, the poet
Rabindranath Tagore, was in London,
and he saw that people walk very fast.
So he remarked, “These people are
walking very fast. But this is a very
small country. They’ll fall into the sea.”

You see? This is going on. [ Laughs. |
A dog in the park is jumping and run-
ning. But as soon as the master says,
“Come on. Come on,” the dog must
obey: “Yes, sir.”

“Give me your neck.”

“Yes, sir.”

The dog is thinking he’s free, but as
soon as the master calls he has to sub-
mit. That is our position. We are very
busy, but the master is the material
nature. Daivi hy esa guna-mayi mama
maya duratyaya. [Bhagavad-gita 7.14]
The fact is that we are under the strin-
gent laws of material nature. We have
no freedom. That we do not know. We
are struggling so much. War has been
waged all over the world, especially
in Europe, for freedom. You have that
freedom statue. And in America, al-

freedom, sir? That they do not know.

Why? Apasyatam datma-tattvam.
They do not know what freedom is.
Therefore they have created so many
newspapers for freedom, so-called
freedom. But there is no freedom.
Even big, big leaders have no freedom,
so what to speak of us.

Therefore Krsna points out in the
Bhagavad-gita [13.9] that real freedom
is when you get freedom from four
problems: janma-mytyu-jara-vyadhi-
duhkha-dosanudarsanam. 1f you get
freedom from these four things—birth,
death, old age, and disease—that is
freedom. But where is that freedom?
The so-called scientists, big, big scien-
tists, have very scientifically advanced,
but they have no freedom from death.
They have to die on a fixed date. Pro-
fessor Einstein or any other big scien-
tist could not manufacture any scientif-
icinstrument and keep it in the custody
of his student: “As soon as I die, just
apply this machine. I shall come alive
again.” Where is that freedom?

So-called scientific improvement,
advancement in civilization, is just like
the jumping of a dog. That's all. It has
no value. Real value is to understand
atma-tattvam: “What am [? Why is
death imposed upon me? I do not wish
to die. Why is old age imposed upon
me? I do not wish to become an old
man or an old woman. I wish to remain
beautiful, young.”

“No, sir, that is not possible.”

Then where is your freedom? Why
are you jumping so much? As soon as
the master will call, then: “Yes, sir. Bind
me.”

You are completely under nature’s
control. Nature is pulling you by the
ear.

“Come here.”

Yes s1re

“Come here.”

S es, SIEY

And you're thinking you are free.
You are completely under the control

| of the modes of material nature.

50, there is freedom. But where is the

prakrieh kriyamanani
gunaih karmani sarvasah

ahankara-vimiidhatma
kartaham iti manyate

“The spirit soul bewildered by the in-
fluence of false ego thinks himself the
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doer of activities that are in actuality
carried out by the three modes of
material nature.” [ Bhagavad-gita 3.27]
This is called false egotism: “I am some-
thing.” “I am Napoleon Bonaparte.”
“I am Mussolini.” “I am Hitler.” This
is aharikara-vimadhatma. Fools and
rascals think like that.

“No freedom, sir. No freedom.”

Being puffed-up with false pres-
tige, a person is thinking, “I am some-
thing. I can do something.” This is the
disease. So for such persons these
newspapers are very useful. But for one
who is fixed up in afma-tattvam, there
is no need of this so-called news.

ACCESSIBLE
KRSNA

“I am Brahman. I am not anything
of this material world.” Persons who
know this should try to understand
Krsna. That is the only business. There
is no other business. And how will
vou understand Krsna? By service.
Krsna has agreed: “I'll accept your
service.” Therefore He has come as
the deity in the temple. You cannot
serve Krsna in His universal form. You
have limited potency, but Krsna has
agreed to come in a such way that
you can touch Him. You can touch
His lotus feet. You can make clothing

for Krsna with devotion. You can dress
Krsna. You can prepare food accord-
ing to your capacity. You can offer the
preparations to Krsna, and Krsna will
eat. He says,

patrar puspam phalam toyam
vo me bhalktya prayacchati

tad aham bhakty-upahrtam
asnami prayatatmanah

“If one offers Me with love and devo-
tion a leaf, a flower. a fruit, or water. I
will accept it.” [Bhagavad-gita 9.26].
Krsna is so kind that although He is

| all-pervading, universal, He has agreed

to accept your service just to give you
liberation from this misunderstanding,

this lack of atma-tattvam. The Krsna |

consciousness movement is meant to
help everyone serve Krsna.

Krsna, God, is great. How great He
is you cannot imagine. But still He has
agreed to accept your service, becom-
ing small. That is greatness. In the ma-
terial world something very big cannot
become small. The elephant is a very
big animal.

You ask the elephant, “Please be-
come like an ant.”

“Oh, that is not possible, sir. That is |

not possible.”
But God is so great that although
He’s universal, He can enter into the
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atom. Anor anivan mahato mahiyan:
“Greater than the greatest, smaller
than the smallest.” That is God. In the
Brahma-sambhita (5.35) it is said,

eko 'py asau racayitum jagad-anda-
kotirm

yac-chaktir asti jagad-anda-caya yad-
antah

andantara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-
stharn

govindam adi-purusarm tam ahari
bhajami

Just to create this material world,
one portion of Krsna, Paramatma,
has entered into the mahat-tattva as
Maha-Visnu and into the universe as
Garbhodakasayi-Visnu. He has en-
tered everyone'’s heart as Supersoul,
Ksirodakasayi-Visnu, and He has en-
tered into the atom—although He is
so great.

It is Krsna’s mercy that He can be-
come smaller than the smallest and
greater than the greatest. We cannot
capture the one who is greater than the
greatest. That is not possible. Therefore
it is His kindness that He has become
just suitable to be handled by you. The
deity in the temple is called arca-miirti
or arca-vigraha. Deity worship is arca-
nam. It is one of the nine items of de-
votional service. You can hear about
Krsna, chant about Krsna, remember
Krsna, worship the deity of Krsna, of-
fer prayers to Krsna. There are nine
different ways. Just try to understand
Krsna by these nine processes, by some
of the processes, or by even one of
them. Krsna will agree. Krsna is so kind.
And as soon as you understand Krsna’s
nature, then you become liberated.
Tyaktva dehar punar janma naiti mam
eti so ‘rjuna. [Bhagavad-gita 4.9] That
is the process.

The real problem is how to get out
of material existence. If we remain at-
tached to material existence—whether
to the body or the society or the na-
tion—that is our bondage. One should
be careful to understand the position
of the soul and how to go back home,
back to Godhead, to again meet the
Supersoul, Krsna, and live there per-
manently with a blissful life, full of
knowledge. That is wanted.

Thank you very much.



Glossary

A carya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—UI ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion: the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entifies into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Stimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests).
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sudras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannydsts (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead™); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.






\\With the help of a well-informed guide,
\two American visitors to India
‘discoyer its hidden riches.

" by I:li&x'adyurfl'_l’na Swami |

N |

N FEBRUARY 13 I arrived in
New Delhi from Moscow with
SriPrahlada Dasa and his wife,
Rukmini Priya Devi Dasi. We will be
spending ten days in India, resting and
recuperating from our trip to Russia.

After spending one precious day
in Vrndavana, I traveled south to
Udaipur to join my son, Gaura Sakti
Dasa, and two of his business associ-
ates, Mickey and Sherry Goldman, all
of whom are on a business and recrea-
tion trip in Rajasthan. After meeting
Mickey and Sherry, I was a little ap-
prehensive about spending a planned
five days with them; our initial con-
versations didn’t go much beyond the
daily news and the weather. Mickey
and Sherry are both older than I am
and come [rom conservative Jewish
backgrounds, and I could sense they
felt a little uncomfortable around a
Hare Krsna devotee in saffron robes.
Butit appeared that Krsna had a plan
for them, which gradually unfolded as
the days went by.

When I suggested to Mickey and
Sherry that they begin by visiting
Udaipur Palace, they asked if I would
come along. Though the palace is of
little spiritual interest, I agreed, hop-
ing to develop a deeper relationship
with them through which I might be
able to inspire them in Krsna con-
sciousness.

At the palace we made our way
through the inner chambers. When
we reached the renowned Room of
Mirrors, a young American man,
seeing my saffron cloth, approached
and asked if he could speak with

Left: The holiest of holy spots,
Radha Kunda in Vrndavana, India.
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I wondered if I had made the right decision
to invite them along. How would they, as members of
the Jewish faith, relate to deity worship?

me. With folded hands he said, “Hari
om,” and asked if I had ever read the
Bhagavad-gita. When I replied that I
had, a lively conversation began,
wherein we debated whether God is a
person or an energy.

Mickey and Sherry listened intently
as I presented arguments for the exist-
ence of a personal God. My arguments
seemed to impress them, and as the day
wore on they began asking questions
of a spiritual nature. Last night over
dinner we discussed a number of spiri-
tual topics, and our conversation
seemed to make them more relaxed in
my presence. At the end of the evening
Mickey concluded by saying that it is
unfortunate that in America Krsna

consciousness is sometimes thought of

as a cult, when 1in fact it is an ancient
religion.

A HARD-EARNED DARSANA

Pleased with our visit to Udaipur
Palace yesterday, Mickey and Sherry
ask me to recommend another place
to go. I was planning to visit the temple
of St1 Nathji in Nathdwara, about fifty
kilometers north of Udaipur, and of-
fered to take them along. They were
excited about the opportunity, as it
was a journey off the general tourist
route. But afterwards I wondered if I
had made the right decision to invite
them along. How would they, as mem-
bers of the Jewish faith, relate to deity
worship?

I explained that in the Vedic tradi-
tion, the deity is carved from stone,
marble, or wood, and after installation
according to authorized scriptures, is
accepted as identical with the Lord.

Grappling with the new idea, at first
they seemed confused.

Mickey said, “We were taught that
worshiping such statues is idol wor-
ship.”

Then to my surprise, Sherry spoke
up and said that because God is pres-

ent everywhere, there is no reason He
couldn’t be in the deity while at the
same time not being limited to that
form. Mickey nodded his head in
agreement. Confident that my new
friends had made a little progress in
Krsna consciousness, [ opened the door
of the taxi as it arrived, and we began
our journey to Nathdwara.

Mickey and Sherry were obviously
pleased with the exotic atmosphere of
Nathdwara, with its colorful flags, ban-
ners, and shanat bands that welcome
thousands of pilgrims. Approaching the
Sri Nathji temple, we saw many pil-
grims waiting for the doors to open, the
men at one set of doors, the women at
another. The custom at the temple is
that when the doors are opened, the

| pilgrims charge forward to have the

best vantage point for seeing Sti Nathji.
The women are directed to the front
of the temple, and the men toward the
back.

I told Mickey and Sherry that it
would be “every man for himself”
when the doors opened and that they
should try their best to get inside the
temple and see the deity. We would
meet outside after the thirty-minute
darsana [viewing] was over. There

. wasn’t much else I could do. I knew

from experience that darsana of Sri
Nathji was like a transcendental foot-
ball match, with hundreds of pilgrims
pushing and shoving to see Him in a
very limited space.

Sure enough, when the conch
sounded and the doors opened, hun-
dreds of men and women surged for-
ward to get Sri Nathji’s darsana.
Sherry’s eyes opened wide as she was
suddenly swept into the temple with a
wave of women. [ grabbed Mickey by
the arm as the men’s group tumbled
into the darsana hall. As the crowd
surged forward, Mickey and I were
shoved backward and forward, while
simultaneously being spun around, as
everyone clamored to see Krsna.
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My few moments of meditation on
Sri Nathji were broken when the huge
crowd, heaving with hundreds of devo-
tees, suddenly spilled Mickey and me
back out onto the stone steps in front
of the temple.

While gathering ourselves, I looked

| anxiously at Mickey, wondering how he

had fared with his first darsana of the

| Lord in a temple. Buttoning up his shirt

and rearranging his disheveled clothes,
he looked at me and said with a sur-
prised look on his face, “I made it!” It
wasn’t exactly the reaction I had hoped
for.

A few moments later Sherry
emerged from the temple with a bliss-
ful look on her face. With a big smile
she said, “Maharaja, I got some of the
sacred water, and I also ate the little
green leaves the priest gave me!”

As we walked back to the car, she
excitedly told us how she had been
“right in front of the deity” and began
explaining in detail how beautiful He
looked. As she described His big eyes,
His charming smile, and His curious
form “bent in three places,” I smiled,
remembering my apprehension as to
how she and her husband would un-
derstand what a deity was. A few days
ago they had come to India as simple
tourists, but by the Lord’s mercy had
already begun to understand some as-
pects of the all-beautiful Lord.

MERCY FROM GOVINDAJI

Our entourage of Gaura Sakti,
Mickey and Sherry Goldman, and 1
reached Jaipur on the morning of
February 18. We were joined by Sii
Prahlada and Rukmini Priya, arriving
from Vrndavana. Mickey and Sherry
were eager to see the sights of the Pink
City constructed by Maharaja Jai Sing
IT as a fortress to prqlccllﬁ’irifa Riipa
Gosvami’s deities, Sri Sri Radha-
Govindaji, who left Vrndavana when

(please turn to page 35)



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“If the Leaders Do Something
Wrong, Others Will Follow”

Here we conclude an exchange between
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and Australia’s di-
rector of research for the Department
of Social Welfare. It took place at the
Melbourne ISKCON center on May 21,
1975.

Director: Actually, [ haven’t come here
for “treatment.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Other-
wise, why have you come?
Director: I was invited.

Srila Prabhupada: Just to get
some ideas to help your social-
welfare activities, you have
come to take some suggestion
from us. But when we give the
suggestion, you reject it.
Director: If [ were to come and
join your movement, then I
would accept your prescrip-
tion.

Srila Prabhupada: No. You
may join or not join, but you
have come here to consult us,
to see whether we can help
your activities. But when we
prescribe, you do not accept.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, the
Director is scheduled to return
to his office fairly soon.

Srila Prabhupada: Then just
give him a nice plate of pra-
sada. [Returning to the Direc-
tor:] So to make the whole hu-
man society happy, this God
consciousness movement must
spread.

Director: Well, I'll surely report back
with that message. Thank you very
much for seeing me.

Srila Prabhupada: Please wait for a
moment.

Disciple: We want you to enjoy some
prasada, some delicious vegetarian
dishes that we’ve offered to Krsna. It’s

the Vedic custom. Srila Prabhupada
says to give prasdda to everyone.
Srila Prabhupada: It is our custom that
if anyone comes, he should be offered
a nice seat and given some eatables.
Yes.

Director: Have you seen many people
in Melbourne?

Srila Prabhupada: There are daily one

or two gentlemen. Like you, they are
coming, but they find our prescription
very strict. [Laughter.] But we are not
going to change it. We are not beholden
to vox populi. Public opinion is not our
concern. We have got our standard
method.

Director: Yeah. Sure. I believe that
you should have these standards if

you want them.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That is making
us successful. We do not make any com-
promise. This is our method. If you like,
you take it. If you don'’t like, you go
away. We don’t mind.

Director: If you can convince the soci-
ety to change, then the public servants
will change.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, we are
working hard within the soci-
ety, and we are inviting every-
one, and they are coming.
Gradually, they are becoming
converted to this genuine spiri-
tual culture. My hope rests on
these young boys. They will do
my work.

Take the whole plate. It is
fruit and other sweet things. It
is very nice. Patram puspam
phalam toyam: in Bhagavad-
gita Krsna instructs, “Just offer
Me, with devotion, fruits and
vegetables and flowers.” This
kind of foodstuffs is meant for
the human being—the fruits
and vegetables. For instance,
the tigers will not even eat the
fruits. The tigers, with their
huge teeth—they will not like
the fruits. We human beings
have got a different kind of
teeth, for eating fruit.
Director: It’s very nice and
sweet.

Srila Prabhupada: So we have
got grains. We have got fruits
and vegetables. We have got milk. By
the combination of fruits, vegetables,

- milk products, and grains, we can pre-

pare so many nice, palatable dishes, full
of vitamins. Why should we kill some
poor animal? Let the animal live, and
take her milk and prepare nice food,
full of vitamins. Milk is nothing but a

(please turn to page 38)
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ON PILGRIMAGE

Muktinath: Abode

Equipped with Krsna’s books and His holy name, a group of students go on pilgrim
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by Phalguna Dasa

photos by Phalguna Dasa and Hari$candra Dasa

August 3, 2000, Mayapur, West Bengal

IGHT BOYS, AGES twelve to six-
E teen, join me on a northbound

bus headed for the temple of
Muktinath in the Himalayas. They
are students at ISKCON’s boys school
in Mayapur, where I teach. Most of
them have never been out of Bengal.
They’re excited about the trip, of
course, but they’re also looking for-
ward to another kind of adventure: the
chance to introduce people to Krsna
consciousness.

August 11, Katmandu, Nepal

So much has happened already.
When we crossed into Nepal, we had
to wait several hours for our bus con-

of Liberation

age from the plains of Bengal to the high Himalayas.

The Kagbeni-
Muktinath trail
(far left) offered
some of the most
challenging
climbs of the
trek. In Katman-
du (left), locals
come to worship
Lord Nrsimha
at a streetside
temple.

nection, so we decided to pass the time
at a nearby Hanuman temple. The
priest in charge was very friendly and
treated us like honored guests.

We decided to try to distribute some
of Srila Prabhupada’s books. Without
even leaving the temple, we unexpect-
edly sold six Bhagavad-gitas. We
couldn’t speak Nepali, and most of the
boys had never done book distribution
before. I felt that Krsna was inspiring
people to come and get His words.

I found Nepalis to be religious, de-
votional people. They were quite inter-
ested to speak to a Western devotee of
Krsna (I'm from South America). Their
pride in their Vedic heritage was par-
ticularly apparent at Durbar Square,
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a striking assembly of ancient temples

and palaces where Nepali kings are |

crowned and their coronations solem-
nized. The boys and I set about dis-

tributing some of Srila Prabhupada’s |

books, which were well received by
both local people and tourists.

August 16, Bhaktapura

We went to this town near Kat-
mandu during the festival of Gayatra.
Many Nepalis joined our chanting
procession as part of similar events
surrounding the festival.

August 18, Katmandu

One young lady named Veronica
had just arrived from Austria. She said
she was fed up with the materialistic

“rat-race, exploitive society” and had
come to Nepal seeking higher knowl-
edge. She eagerly accepted Prabhu-
pada’s books and discussed Krsna
consciousness with us at length.

One of my students, sixteen-year-
old HariScandra, had his first taste of
book distribution.

“ I had no idea what to do,” he told
me. “But I found that the people were
friendly and generous. There were
some rough people, but most would
listen, and I found myself greatly en-

joying book distribution.”

A particularly good philosophy stu-
dent, Hariscandra was honored one
morning with an invitation to give
the .§r£mad-Bhﬁgavatam class in the
ISKCON Katmandu temple.

August 24 (Srila Prabhupada’s
Vyasa Pija), Katmandu

After the wonderful celebration at
the ISKCON temple, I went to walk
and chant in the hills overlooking
Katmandu and the Vishnumati River.
It is a beautiful place to chant. After
being immersed for some time in the
chanting, I saw a smiling young man
coming toward me. He told me his
name was Vinoj, and he invited me to
his house, so we climbed the hill to it.

Vinoj, his brother Svaraj, and his sister

Manju then hosted me with great care. |

The encounter helped me under-
stand how Krsna enters the hearts of
people through the mercy of devotees.
Sometime ago a devotee from Maya-
pur had came through here and plant-
ed the seed of bhakti. I was able to
witness of how the seed was gradually
becoming a creeper. Vinoj and his
brother and sister showed me posters
of Radha-Madhava (the deities of
ISKCON Mayapur), their special
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guests. They told me they often read
Srila Prabhupada’s book Krsna.

August 26, Pokora

Our destination, Muktinath, is a
famous holy place high in the Himal-
ayas. The Mahabharata mentions it as
Salagrama. Only those willing to trek
the steep trail can reach it.

Soon after setting out from Kath-
mandu, we encountered the remains of
a big landslide. The boys joined some
local devotees in chanting their way



At the ISKCON Katmandu temple
(opposite page), Mayapur student
Hariscandra Dasa conducts the
morning Srimad-Bhagavatam class.
Above, a student shows one of Srila
Prabhupada’s books in a busy
section of Katmandu. At left, in a
village along the way, a decorated
donkey carries his load, heading
into the higher mountains.
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over the rubble. Without much delay,
we reached our first destination, a
small ISKCON temple at Pokora.
Here we enjoyed a striking view of
the Ceti-Gandaki River.

August 28, The Trek Begins

We made it to Beni, a small town
that’s as far as the buses can go. From
here on it’s either by foot or by mule.
We chose to go by foot.

The day started out rainy as we set
out for Muktinath from the south.

Reaching Muktinath has always been
difficult. Although the trail has been
made relatively safe in recent years,
many pilgrims have lost their lives
negotiating the ancient path rimming
the worlds deepest and steepest river
gorge.

Here the men employ mules for

hauling on the steep mountainsides.
Although accustomed to seeing pil-
grims, the men seemed quite interested
in our unusual party. They were simple
and kind.
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August 29, Along the Gandaki

We came across several obstacles,
such as rivers and steep climbs. The
Gandaki River roared with its dark
waters, breaking up the mountains.
We sometimes walked around cliffs
tempting us to fall into the sacred
waters.

I reflected on how strange all this
must appear to these young devotees,
whose lives to this point had been
entirely spent on the perfectly flat
terrain of West Bengal. They seemed



In Pokara (above),
Mahavisnu Swami, who
accompanied the students for
part of the trek, chants on his
beads while overlooking the
Ceti-Gandaki River. A village
woman spins yarn (top, right),
and her child looks for
amusement. A rainy day
(right) tests the pilgrims’
determination.
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fascinated as they soldiered on up
the steep trail.

We walked on through wonderful
forests. Suddenly I noticed a huge
cloud rolling in from behind us. With-
in minutes it had swallowed the sky
above us and the mountains ahead.
One of the boys commented inno-
cently, “We are touching the clouds.”
It sounded so logical and true that it
stuck in my mind. Yes, we were walk-
ing in the clouds here, three thousand
meters above our ashram home in
Mayapur.

More imposing than the physical
challenges were the constant mental
demands. My mind seemed to con-
stantly chant, “What is the use of this
austerity?” I talked with the boys to
help us keep up our determination. We
were rewarded with exquisite views of
Krsna’s hand in nature.

August 30

We passed several small villages
where the people had special sympa-
thy for the chanting of the holy name.
There are many Hindu and Buddhist
temples, shrines, and prayer wheels.

September I, Kagbeni to Muktinath

We approached Muktinath with
sore feet and inspired hearts. The well-
beaten path had been set for us by
countless pilgrims, each completing the
rigorous climb to worship and view the
sacred deity of Muktinath. The ardu-
ous task of traveling to this holy site
and undertaking personal austerity on
the way made the prospective darsana
(viewing of the deity) extraordinarily
exciting.

Our day began with a beautiful view
of the path of the Kali-Gandaki River
between the mountains and of the
Muktinath River joining it. But our de-
termination to ascend to the holy
shrine was tested by the steepest hills
of our journey. Our ascent was de-
manding. We arrived after several
hours of arduous climbing to that
magnificent place glorified throughout
the centuries.

Before one goes to the main temple
for darsana of the deity of Lord Visnu
called Muktinatha (“The Master of
Liberation™), the custom is to bathe



first under 108 water spouts, an act said
to award liberation, The spouts are ar-
ranged in a semi-circle, and the pilgrim
should step under each of them, tak-
ing the water on his head. Most people
begin with the intention of going un-
der each spout, but the water is freez-
ing, so after three or four spouts they
start running, without considering if
they've touched them all.

Only born Hindus are allowed to
enter the temple, but one member of
our group talked with the priest, and
he agreed to let me in. Inside, the place
of worship is lit with oil lamps. The

| soft light gives a feeling of intimacy

with the Lord, seated in a beautiful
yoga posture. Sti Muktinath is a brass
deity with the most wonderful sweet
expression. Very merciful. He is ac-
companied by Sri Maha-Laksmi, the
goddess Sarasvati, and Garuda.

After a minute I realized that I was
the only pilgrim at that time. The priest
closed the door and let me stay for a
long time. I offered mantras and pray-
ers to the Lord, asking Him to bestow
his unlimited mercy on us. Then the
doors opened, and the rays of the out-

| side world rushed in. I understood that

The author and a student (left)
take a break during the first leg of
the trek. One hundred and eight
spigots of ice-cold water (opposite
page, bottom) purify pilgrims for
the audience of Lord Muktinatha.
Below: the Muktinath temple.

it was time for me to go out.
The next day we headed down,
another trek filled with experiences.

September 3, Ghasa

On the outskirts of Ghasa, an eld-
erly monk greeted us with sweet words
and invited us to his simple ashram for
a cup of milk. We thanked him and re-
ciprocated by offering him an apple. He
gladly accepted it and then, stepping
into his ashram, returned with an arm-
ful of apples and handed one to each
of us.

We sat with the elderly sadhu and
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A lively chanting party (left)
makes its way through the streets
of Katmandu. On the outskirts of
Ghasa (below), a sadhu offered
the trelcleers apples, warm hats,
and conversation about Krsna.

discussed bhakti. He said that he spent
much of his time chanting, and that
in his heart there was only one name,
that of Sri Radha, who is devotion to
Krsna personified. His life, he said,
was meant for serving the devotees
on pilgrimage to Muktinath.

I felt so touched by his simple kind-
ness that I gave him a valuable warm
wool chaddar (wrap). He accepted it
graciously, then again stepped into
his tiny ashram. This time he came
out with an armful of wool hats and
presented one to each of the boys.
They watched the exchange and re-
membered our discussions on the
importance of priti-laksanam: lov-
ing exchanges between devotees of
Krsna.

September 6, Kathmandu

The trek to Muktinath had taken
four days, but we made it back down
in three—just in time to observe
Radhastami, the appearance day of
Srimati Radharan, at the Kathmandu
ISKCON temple. €D

Phalguna Dasa, a disciple of His Ho-
liness Mahavisnu Swami, is originally
from Colombia, South America. He
Joined ISKCON in 1995 and has been
teaching at the Mayapur boys school
since 1999.
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VAISNAVA

COMPASSION

A natural human sentiment,
compassion finds its highest expression
in the works of devotees of the Lord.

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

“The tenderness of the heart experienced toward Krsna is known as
bhakti. All other jivas are servants of Krsna. When one experiences
tenderness of heart toward them, it is known as daya, compassion.
Therefore, compassion is included within bhakti.”

— Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Jaiva Dharma, p. 179

WAS AWARE OF THE CONCEPT of compassion before I met Srila

Prabhupada. While studying at Brooklyn College, I took a philoso-

phy course in which we studied the writings of Bertrand Russell. In
particular, I remember how he presented Nietzsche in comparison to
Buddha. He gave a synopsis of Buddha’s philosophy, compared it to
Nietzsche’s approach to humankind, and said in effect, “Which do you
think 1s better?” Russell was obviously taken with Buddha’s compas-
sion for living beings, and considered a Buddha superior to a philoso-
pher who worked with humanity as an idea. That was my introduction
to how compassion was meant to be a heartfelt sentiment.

Just before I entered the Navy, I went to Confession at a Staten
[sland church. I told the priest I had begun to doubt the sacrament of

At left: An enlightened devotee of the Lord sees beyond the body to the soul and
understands that the solution to all suffering rests in reuniting the soul with God.
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I realized early that I could make no real impact
on my clienis’ lives, and that material welfare work
could not lift these people above their suffering.

Confession. When he invited me to
meet him at the rectory, I poured out
my concerns—the injustice whites
were perpetrating against blacks, the
senseless Korean War, and the com-
plete materialism of standard Ameri-
can values.

The priest said simply, “I see you
have a lot of love in you.”

I was flattered, but I knew what 1
was really saying: How could a loving
God allow so many injustices in the
world? I was losing faith. The world
seemed cold-hearted, competition-
based, and loveless. Most of my friends
agreed with this analysis. Thinking
back, I see now that the priest was ac-

knowledging my sentiment but recog- |

nizing that I had no idea how to express
my love properly.

Being in the Navy did not help de-
velop such sentiments. Upon discharge,
[ accepted a job in the Welfare Depart-
ment. This is usually considered a com-
passionate field. I didn’t take the
position because I felt any particular
sentiment for the poor, however;
rather, I took it because it was an casy
job for a college graduate to get.

There were people working in the
Welfare Department who actually
cared about their clients, but [ saw right
away that such concern was difficult to
maintain. So many of these clients were
simply trying to beat the system; few
of them were interested in improving
their lives. Many used the money to buy
alcohol or drugs or engage in activities
that degraded them. I felt my heart
grow hard while working with those
people. I think what really affected me
was that there was no way out for them.
The welfare system provided only a
subsistence lifestyle, and many of these
people were genuinely needy. It was
going to take more than a new refrig-
erator or a few dollars to lift them out
of both their poverty and the mental-

ity that prevented them from being
able to do more with their lives.

I could see that the Welfare Depart-
ment was bailing a boat with a leaky
bucket. My experience is probably
common in the professionally compas-
sionate fields. Later, 1 would hear
Prabhupada quote Vidyapati in an-
other context: When you are dying of
thirst in a desert, what good is one drop
of water? I realized early that I could
make no real impact on my clients’
lives, and that material welfare work
could not lift these people above their
suffering.

DIMINISHING COMPASSION

Later,in 1966, I broke my heelsin a
fall and was confined to bed for six
weeks. I used the time to read books
on Eastern philosophy and religion,
including the Upanisads and other
Vedic books, and books on Buddhism.
I still remember one book in particu-
lar—The Compassionate Buddha—
because I liked the idea of being com-
passionate. Although selfishness is a
natural characteristic of conditioned
souls in Kali-yuga, few of us are born
without a natural sense of compassion.
Still, Srila Prabhupada states that that
natural compassion is becoming more
and more covered in this age:

But in this age—it is called Kali-
yuga—we are reducing our bodily
strength, our memory, power of
memorizing, our feelings of sympa-
thy for others, compassion, age, du-
ration of life, religious propensities.
... Formerly if somebody is attacked
by another man, many persons will
come to help him: “Why is this man
attacked?” But at the present mo-
ment if one man is attacked, the pass-
ersby will not care for it because they
have lost their sympathy or merci-
fulness for others. Our neighbor may
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starve, but we don’t care for it. . . .
This is Kali-yuga.
New Vrindaban,
September 2, 1972

Even those who manage to retain
their compassionate sentiments into
adulthood are deluged by the media
with images of suffering, Gradually, we
become jaded, our sentiments dulled.
It is normal to hear that fifty thousand
were killed here, twenty thousand
there, two million in such-and-such
earthquake, ten thousand homeless
from such-and-such flood—again and
again and again—and all of it is hor-
rible. We are helpless in the light of so
much suffering. Over time, we back
away from the world’s pain to experi-
ence or sidestep the suffering we can
find in our own backyards. It just seems
too much to try for more.

When I met Srila Prabhupada, I
came to understand real compassion.
I also came to understand how truly
rare a compassionate person is. Com-
passion is not a material quality but
an extension of our spiritual conscious-
ness. The dictionary defines it as “a
feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow
for another’s suffering or misfortune,
accompanied by a desire to alleviate
the pain or remove its cause.” Syn-
onyms: commiseration, tenderness,
heart, clemency. Antonyms: merciless-
ness, indifference.

Sympathy: “Harmony of or agree-
ment in feeling, as between persons or

on the part of one person with respect

to another; a quality of mutual relations
between people or things whereby
whatever affects one also affects the
other; the ability to share the feelings
of another, esp. in sorrow or trouble;
compassion or commiseration; symni-
pathies: feelings or impulses of com-
passion.”

Here is a list of Sanskrit terms that



fupreme (ompassion

“My dear Lord, let me suffer
perpetually in a hellish condi-
tion, accepting all the sinful
reactions of all living entities.
Please finish their diseased
material life.”
—Spoken by Srila Vasudeva
Datta. From Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Madhya 15.163

FROM THE PURPORT by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada:

A Vaisnava is so liberal that
he is prepared to risk everything
to rescue the conditioned souls
from material existence. Srila
Vasudeva Datta Thakura is uni-
versal love itself, for he was will-
ing to sacrifice everything and
fully engage in the service of the
Supreme Lord. . ..

Vasudeva Datta’s example is
unique not only within this world
but within the universe. It is
beyond the conception of frui-
tive actors or the speculation of
mundane philosophers. Due to
being illusioned by the external
energy and due to a poor fund of
knowledge, people tend to envy
one another. Because of this they
are entangled in fruitive activity,
and they try to escape this frui-
tive activity by mental specula-
tion. Consequently neither
karmis [fruitive workers] nor
jiianis [mental speculators| are
purified. In the words of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Thakura, they
are kukarmis and kujnanis—
bad fruitive actors and bad
speculators. The Mayavadis and
karmis should therefore turn
their attention to the magnani-
mous Vasudeva Datta, who
wanted to suffer for others in a
hellish condition.

No one should consider Vasu-
deva Datta a mundane philan-
thropist or welfare worker. Nor
was he interested in merging into

the Brahman effulgence or in
gaining material honor or repu-
tation. He was far, far above
philanthropists, philosophers,
and fruitive actors. He was the
most exalted personality to ever
show mercy to the conditioned
souls. This is not an exaggera-
tion of his transcendental
qualities. It is perfectly true.
Actually, there cannot be any
comparison to Vasudeva Datta.
As the perfect Vaisnava, he was
para-duhlkha-duhlchi, very much
aggrieved to see others suffer.
The entire world is purified
simply by the appearance of
such a great devotee. Indeed, by
his transcendental presence the
whole world is glorified and all
conditioned souls are also glori-
fied. As Narottama Dasa Tha-
kura confirms, Vasudeva Datta
is the ideal devotee of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu:

gaurangera sangi-gane
nitya-siddha kori’ mane
se jay brajendra-suta-pas

One who executes Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu’s mission
must be considered eternally
liberated. He is a transcendental
person and does not belong to
this material world. Such a
devotee. engaging in the deliver-
ance of the total population, is
as magnanimous as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu Himself.

namo maha-vadanyaya
krsna-prema-pradaya te
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-
namne gaura-tvise namah
[Ce. Madhya 19.53]

Such a personality factually
represents Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu because his heart is
always filled with compassion
for all conditioned souls.

further divide the sentiments of com-
passion:

anukampana—sympathy, compassion
anugraha—favor, kindness, confer-
ring benefits upon, promoting the
good objective of, gracious toward
karuna—compassion; the pathetic
sentiment in poetry
krpa—compassion accompanied by
tenderness, pity (krpalu); specifically
refers to compassion expressed
toward those whom one knows
daya—widespread or generalized
feelings of mercy or sympathy. (In the
Bhagavatam, Daya is the daughter of
Daksa (Expertise) and the mother of
Abhaya (Fearlessness).)

THE COMPASSION
OF GREAT SOULS

Compassion means we think be-
yond our own troubles and feel sym-
pathy and heartfelt sorrow for the
troubles of others. There are those who
are compassionate toward those they
know—their friends, relatives, country-
men, or fellow religionists; and there
are those great souls who are compas-
sionate toward all spirit souls. Prabhu-
pada was such a great soul. Prabhu-
pada’s heart bled to see our suffering,
and he dedicated his life to helping us
overcome it. What makes him rarer still
is that not only was he willing to dedi-
cate his life to alleviating our pain; he
actually knew the panacea.

And he asked us to repay him by
helping those whom we met.

But what if we don’t share the depth
of his compassion? What if we don’t
feel any compassion at all? We can
still enlist in his mission. By working
for someone compassionate, we can
develop compassion. By serving oth-
ers, and by serving Srila Prabhupada’s
compassionate heart, we can give up
selfishness and become big-hearted.

Some devotees may hear this and
wonder how this could be true. If Srila
Prabhupada began a compassionate
movement, and if we have been work-
ing for him all these years, why didn't
we become compassionate? Or per-
haps it can be argued that we did be-
come compassionate, but only toward
those who had not yet contacted Krsna
consciousness. But why didn’t our
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compassion spill over in our relation-
ships with other devotees?

I won’t pretend to have the single
answer to that question, but I think it
is healthy to ask it. There was a time in
ISKCON when we presumed we were
the most compassionate people in the
world; after all, we were distributing
the Hare Krsna mantra, the greatest
benediction ever to be given to human-
kind. The scriptures define Krsna con-
sciousness as the best welfare work for

humanity. It is supposed to be better |

than the Peace Corps, better than the
Cancer Research Society—better than
any other idea anyone else has ever
had about how to free people from suf-
fering. Krsna consciousness is also uni-
versal, and there is nothing to bar
anyone from taking part. It is sarvatra
sarvada, suitable to be practiced in all
times, all places, and under all circum-
stances. Srila Prabhupada writes:

Men do not know that the ultimate
goal of life is Visnu . . . due to being
bewildered by the glaring reflection
in the darkness, and as such every-
one is entering into the darkest re-
gion of material existence, driven by
the uncontrolled senses. The whole
material existence has sprung up
because of sense gratification . . . prin-
cipally...sex desire, and the result is
that in spite of all advancement of
knowledge, the final goal of all the
activities of the living entities is sense
gratification. . . . Universal conscious-
ness is factually achieved by coordi-
nated service of all concerned to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and that alone can insure total per-
fection. Therefore even the great sci-
entists, the great philosophers, the
great mental speculators, the great
politicians, the great industrialists,
the great social reformers, etc., can-
not give any reliefl to the restless so-
ciety of the material world because

. BBT/BTG
. Website

Back to Godhead and the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International
have built a team to create a new website where you’ll find everything
about Krsna. We're creating hundreds of pages of new art, interactive
experiences, and information about Krsna consciousness.

Log on now to www.krishna.com, and register to get regular news of
progress and the launch date. Take part in the poll there to make sure

your voice is heard and the site serves your needs.

A renovated Hare Krsna Bazaar (krishna.com/bazaar) will launch on
December 1, 2001, in time for holiday shopping. View new products,
get benefits for becoming a registered member, and experience awhole
new shopping experience. Register at www.krishna.com to claim your
forwarding e-mail address: yourname@krishna.com.

Want to help? Use your skills to take part in this important project by
logging on to www.backtogodhead.com. See how you can help from
your own home through our VirtualSeva network.

(Like BTG's current site, the new combined site

will be called krishna.com.)
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they do not know the secret of suc-
cess ... namely, that one must know
the mystery of bhakti-yoga. . . . The
Srimr.‘(.’—Bhr':g(warmﬂ therefore says
again and again that without attain-
ment of the status of bhakti-yoga, all
the activities of human society are to
be considered absolute failures only.

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.36,

Purport

That we have such a great, compas-
sionate gift to offer others, however,
does not mean that we are ourselves
the most compassionate of workers. It
also does not mean that those who are
working in less glorious ways but who
are giving more selflessly of themselves
are not expressing compassion. In fact,
they may be expressing more compas-
sion toward others than we are. Many
grassroots workers in this world sacri-
fice their lives for their chosen causes,
even though those causes may offer
only temporary relief to those whom
they are trying to help. What could be
motivating them except a sense of com-
passion? Still, we devotees tend to
think we are better simply because we
have access to the highest welfare.

Real compassion is not achieved
automatically upon joining the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Compassion is not a line of
work but an expansion of heart. Srila
Prabhupada genuinely understood the
suffering of material life and the pain
of rebirth. He knew and taught his fol-
lowers that only by awakening the
people’s dormant Krsna consciousness
could they be freed from the cycle of
birth and death. It is not enough, he
said, to alleviate people’s material hun-
ger and thirst. It is not enough to alle-
viate their suffering for this lifetime
only. He wanted his followers to save
not only the drowning man'’s coat but
the drowning man himself. €3

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami, one of Srila
Prabhupada’s first disciples, is a former
editor of BTG and the author of many
books on Krsna consciousness, includ-
ing a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.

Adapted from the Introduction to Vaisnava
Compassion, just published by Gita Nagari
Press and available from the Hare Krsna
Bazaar (page 64).



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

DEVAHUTI

ATTAIN

TRANSCENDENTAL
BLISS

Devahiiti, the mother of Kapiladeva,
an incarnation of Krsna, fixes her mind in meditation
on the Lord and attains the highest happiness.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 33

26 SRS NTERTCE AR
fFasfamuftemr o

brahmany avasthita-matir
bhagavaty atma-samsraye

nivrita-jivapattitvat
ksina-klesapta-nirvrtih

brahmani—in Brahman; avasthita—situated; matih—her

mind; bhagavati—in the Supreme Personality of Godhead; |
arma-samsraye—residing in all living entities; nivitta—freed; |

jiva—of the jiva soul; apattitvar—from the unfortunate con-
dition; ksina—disappeared; klesa—material pangs; apta—
attained; nirvrtih—transcendental bliss.

| Her mind became completely engaged in the Supreme Lord,
| and she automatically realized the knowledge of the im-

personal Brahman. As a Brahman-realized soul, she was
freed from the designations of the materialistic concept of
life. Thus all material pangs disappeared, and she attained
transcendental bliss.

PURPORT: The previous verse states that Devahuti was
already conversant with the Absolute Truth. It may be ques-

| tioned why she was meditating. The explanation is that when
| one theoretically discusses the Absolute Truth, one becomes

situated in the impersonal concept of the Absolute Truth.
Similarly, when one seriously discusses the subject matter
of the form, qualities, pastimes, and entourage of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, one becomes situated in
meditation on Him. If one has complete knowledge of
the Supreme Lord, then knowledge of the impersonal
Brahman is automatically realized. The Absolute Truth is
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: BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

realized by the knower according to three different angles
of vision, namely impersonal Brahman, localized Supersoul,
and ultimately the Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one
is situated, therefore, in knowledge of the Supreme Person,
this implies that one is already situated in the concept of
the Supersoul and impersonal Brahman.

In Bhagavad-gita it is said, brahma-bhitah prasannatma
[Bg. 18.54]. This means that unless one is freed from the
material entanglement and situated in Brahman, there is
no question of entering into the understanding of devotional
service or engaging in Krsna consciousness. One who is en-
gaged in devotional service to Krsna is understood to be
already realized in the Brahman concept of life because tran-
scendental knowledge of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead includes knowledge of Brahman. This is confirmed
in Bhagavad-gita. Brahmano hi pratisthaham [Bg. 14.27]: the
concept of the Personality of Godhead does not depend on
Brahman. The Visnu Purana also confirms that one who has
taken shelter of the all-auspicious Supreme Lord is already
situated in the understanding of Brahman. In other words,
one who is a Vaisnava is already a brahmana.

Another significant point of this verse is that one has to
observe the prescribed rules and regulations. As confirmed
in Bhagavad-gita, yuktahara-viharasya. When one engages
in devotional service in Krsna consciousness, he still has to
eat, sleep, defend, and mate because these are necessities
of the body. But he performs such activities in a regulated
way. He has to eat krsna-prasada. He has to sleep according
to regulative principles. The principle is to reduce the dura-
tion of sleep and to reduce eating, taking only what is needed
to keep the body fit. In short, the goal is spiritual advance-

ment, not sense gratification. Similarly, sex life must be |

reduced. € Sex life is meant only for begetting Krsna con-
scious children. Otherwise, there is no necessity for sex life.
Nothing is prohibited, but everything is made yukta, regu-
lated, with the higher purpose always in mind. By following
all these rules and regulations of living, one becomes puri-
fied, and all misconceptions due to ignorance become nil. It
is specifically mentioned here that the causes of material
entanglement are completely vanquished.

The Sanskrit statement anartha-nivrtti indicates that this
body is unwanted. We are spirit soul, and there was never

any need of this material body. @ But because we wanted |

to enjoy the material body, we have this body, through the
material energy, under the direction of the Supreme Per-

(1) What is the purpose of sex in Krsna
consciousness?
(2) Why does a soul acquire a material body?

(3) In the Bhagavad-gita, who is said to be
the highest yogi? ¥ '

(4) What is the real purpose of all processes
of transcendental realization?
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sonality of Godhead. As soon as we are reestablished in
our original position of servitorship to the Supreme Lord,
we begin to forget the necessities of the body, and at last we
forget the body.

Sometimes in a dream we get a particular type of body
with which to work in the dream. I may dream that I am
flying in the sky or that I have gone into the forest or some
unknown place. But as soon as [ am awake I forget all these
bodies. Similarly, when one is Krsna conscious, fully devoted,
he forgets all his changes of body. We are always changing
bodies, beginning at birth from the womb of our mother.
But when we are awakened to Krsna consciousness, we for-
get all these bodies. The bodily necessities become second-
ary, for the primary necessity is the engagement of the soul
in real, spiritual life. The activities of devotional service in
full Krsna consciousness are the cause of our being situ-
ated in transcendence. The words bhagavaty atma-samsraye
denote the Personality of Godhead as the Supreme Soul,
or the soul of everyone. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna says, bijari
mar sarva-bhittanam: “I am the seed of all entities.” By
taking shelter of the Supreme Being by the process of de-
votional service, one becomes fully situated in the concept
of the Personality of Godhead. As described by Kapila, mad-
guna-sruti-matrena: one who is fully Krsna conscious, situ-
ated in the Personality of Godhead, is immediately saturated
with love of God as soon as he hears about the transcen-
dental qualities of the Lord.

Devahuti was fully instructed by her son, Kapiladeva,
on how to concentrate her mind on the Visnu form in full
detail. Following the instructions of her son in the matter of
devotional service, she contemplated the form of the Lord
within herself with great devotional love. That is the per-
fection of Brahman realization or the mystic yoga system
or devotional service. @ At the ultimate issue, when one is
fully absorbed in thought of the Supreme Lord and medi-
tates on Him constantly, that is the highest perfection.
Bhagavad-gita confirms that one who is always absorbed in
such a way is to be considered the topmost yogi.

@ The real purpose of all processes of transcendental
realization—jAana-yoga, dhyana-yoga, or bhakii-yoga—Iis
to arrive at the point of devotional service. If one endeay-
ors simply to achieve knowledge of the Absolute Truth or
the Supersoul but has no devotional service, he labors with-
out gaining the real result. This is compared to beating the
husks of wheat after the grains have already been removed.
Unless one understands the Supreme Personality of
Godhead to be the ultimate goal, it is valueless simply to
speculate or perform mystic yoga practice. In the astanga-
yoga system, the seventh stage of perfection is dhyana. This
dhyana is the third stage in devotional service. There are

| nine stages of devotional service. The first is hearing, and

then comes chanting and then contemplating. By executing
devotional service, therefore, one automatically becomes
an expert jAani and an expert yogi. In other words, jAdana
and yoga are different preliminary stages of devotional
service.



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Devahiiti was expert in accepting the real substance; she
contemplated the form of Visnu in detail as advised by her
smiling son, Kapiladeva. @ At the same time, she was think-
ing of Kapiladeva, who is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and therefore she completely perfected her aus-
terities, penances, and transcendental realization.

27 e EEA TR T ORI
7 HER JaTH Y gEfEife:

nitvaridha-samadhitvat
paravrtta-guna-bhrama

na sasmara tadatmanarh
svapne drstam ivotthitah

nitya—eternal; ariidha—situated in: samadhitvar—from
trance; paravrtta—I{reed from; guna—of the modes of ma-
terial nature; bhrama—illusion; na sasmara—she did not
remember; tada—then; atmanam—her material body;
svapne—in a dream; drstam—seen; iva—ijust as; ufthitah—
one who has arisen.

Situated in eternal trance and freed from illusion impelled
by the modes of material nature, she forgot her material
body, just as one forgets his different bodies in a dream.

PURPORT: A great Vaisnava said that he who has no re-

membrance of his body is not bound to material existence.
As long as we are conscious of our bodily existence, it is to
be understood that we are living conditionally, under the
three modes of material nature. When one forgets his bodily
existence, his conditional, material life is over. This forget-
fulness is actually possible when we engage our senses in
the transcendental loving service of the Lord. In the condi-
tional state, one engages his senses as a member of a family
or as a member of a society or country. But when one for-
gets all such membership in material circumstances and re-
alizes that he is an eternal servant of the Supreme Lord,
that is actual forgetfulness of material existence.

This forgetfulness actually occurs when one renders ser-
vice unto the Lord. A devotee no longer works with the
body for sense gratification with family, society, country,
humanity, and so on. He simply works for the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna. That is perfect Krsna
consciousness.

@ A devotee always merges in transcendental happi-
ness, and therefore he has no experience of material dis-
tresses. This transcendental happiness is called eternal bliss.
@ According to the opinion of devotees, constant remem-

brance of the Supreme Lord is called samadhi, or trance. If |
one is constantly in trance, there is no possibility of his

being attacked or even touched by the modes of material
nature. As soon as one is freed from the contamination of
the three material modes, he no longer has to take birth

to transmigrate from one form to another in this material
world.

28 TEE: U ASISTAB AT
Y TR TN 39 U

tad-dehah paratah poso
‘py akrsas cadhy-asambhavat
babhau malair avacchannah
sadhiima iva pavakah

tat-dehah—her body; paratah—by others (the damsels cre-
ated by Kardama); posah—maintained; api—although;

| akrsah—not thin; ca—and; adhi—anxiety; asambhavat—

from not occurring; babhau—shone; malaih—by dust;
avacchannah—covered; sa-dhumah—surrounded with
smoke; iva—like; pavakah—a fire.

Her body was being taken care of by the spiritual damsels
created by her husband, Kardama, and since she had no
mental anxiety at that time, her body did not become thin.
She appeared just like a fire surrounded by smoke.

PURPORT: Because she was always in trance in transcen-
dental bliss, the thought of the Personality of Godhead was
always carefully fixed in her mind. She did not become thin,
for she was taken care of by the celestial maidservants cre-
ated by her husband. It is said, according to the Ayurvedic
medical science, that if one is free from anxieties he gener-
ally becomes fat. Devahuti, being situated in Krsna con-
sciousness, had no mental anxieties, and therefore her body
did not become thin. It is customary in the renounced or-
der of life that one should not take any service from a ser-
vant or maid, but Devahtiti was being served by the celestial
maidservants. This may appear to be against the spiritual

concept of life, but just as fire is still beautiful even when

surrounded by smoke, she looked completely pure although
it seemed that she was living in a luxurious way.

29 H7 TURINEY Jhohal IAReRY
SN F I aEeamfae:

svangam tapo-yogamayami
mulkta-kesam gatambaram

(5) How did Devahuti perfect her austerities,
penances, and transcendental realization.

(6) Why does a pure devotee have no experi-
ence of material distresses?
(7) How do devotees define the word samadhi?
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

daiva-guptam na bubudhe
vasudeva-pravisia-dhih

sva-angam—her body; tapah—austerity; yoga—yoga prac-

tice; mayam—{ully engaged in; mukta—loosened; kesam—
her hair; gata—disarrayed; ambaram—her garments;
daiva—Dby the Lord; guptam—protected; na—not; bubudhe
----- she was aware of; vasudeva—in the Supreme Personality
of Godhead; pravista—absorbed; dhih—her thoughts.

Because she was always absorbed in the thought of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, she was not aware that
her hair was sometimes loosened or her garments were
disarrayed.

PURPORT: In this verse the word daiva-guptam, “protected
by the Supreme Personality of Godhead,” is very signifi-
cant. @ Once one surrenders unto the service of the Su-
preme Lord, the Lord takes charge of the maintenance of
the devotee’s body, and there is no need of anxiety for its
protection. It is said in the Second Chapter, Second Canto,
of Srimad-Bhagavatam that a fully surrendered soul has no
anxiety about the maintenance of his body. The Supreme
Lord takes care of the maintenance of innumerable species
of bodies; therefore, one who fully engages in His service
will not go unprotected by the Supreme Lord. Devahuti was
naturally unmindful of the protection of her body, which
was being taken care of by the Supreme Person.

30 U9 H HlUGh ANOTRRE: T
A SR WA &
evam sa kapiloktena
margendciratah param

atmanam brahma-nirvanam
bhagavantam avapa ha

evam—thus; sa—she (Devahuti); kapila—by Kapila; uktena
—instructed; margena—Dby the path; aciratah—soon; param
—supreme; atmanam—Supersoul; brahma—Brahman;
nirvanam—cessation of materialistic existence; bhagavan-
tam—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; avapa—she
achieved; ha—certainly.

(8) Why does a soul surrendered to the Lord
no longer have to worry about protecting
his body?

(9) What is the meaning of . nirvana?
(10) Which spiritual planet did Devahuti
attain?
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My dear Vidura, by following the principles instructed by
Kapila, Devahiiti soon became liberated from material
bondage, and she achieved the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, as Supersoul, without difficulty.

PURPORT: Three words have been used in this connection
to describe the achievement of Devahuti: atmdanam, brahma-
nirvanam, and bhagavantam. These refer to the gradual pro-
cess of discovery of the Absolute Truth, mentioned herein
as the bhagavantam. The Supreme Personality of Godhead
resides in various Vaikuntha planets. @ Nirvana means to
extinguish the pangs of material existence. When one is able
to enter into the spiritual kingdom or into spiritual realiza-
tion, one is automatically freed from material pangs. That is
called brahma-nirvana. According to Vedic scripture,
nirvana means cessation of the materialistic way of life.
Atmédnam means realization of the Supersoul within the
heart. Ultimately, the highest perfection is realization of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. €) It is to be understood
that Devahiiti entered the planet which is called Kapila
Vaikuntha. There are innumerable Vaikuntha planets pre-
dominated by the expansions of Visnu. All the Vaikuntha
planets are known by a particular name of Visnu. As we
understand from Brahma-samhita, advaitam acyutam
andadim ananta-riipam [Bs 5.33]. Ananta means “innumer-
able.” The Lord has innumerable expansions of His tran-
scendental form, and according to the different positions
of the symbolical representations in His four hands, He is
known as Narayana, Pradyumna, Aniruddha, Vasudeva, etc.
There is also a Vaikuntha planet known as Kapila Vaikuntha,
to which Devahuti was promoted to meet Kapila and re-
side there eternally, enjoying the company of her transcen-
dental son.

31 JEREHITITH &5 ASRRfeT
T forgue = & afEfgruedt
tad virasit punyatamaii
ksetram trailokya-visrutam

namna siddha-padari yatra
sa samsiddhim upeyusi

tat—that; vira—O brave Vidura; asit—was; punya-tamam
—most sacred; ksetram—place; trai-lokya—in the three
worlds; visrutam—known; namna—by the name; siddha-
padam—Siddhapada; yatra—where; sa—she (Devahiiti):
samsiddhim—perfection; upeyusi—achieved.

The palace where Devahuti achieved her perfection, my

dear Vidura, is understood to be a most sacred spot. It is
known all over the three worlds as Siddhapada.

(continued in the next issue)



“TOURIST” TO “PILGRIM”
(continued from page 14)

the Moguls invaded India in the late
1700s.

The temple of Radha-Govinda was
naturally the first place to visit because
of its being in the very center of the
city. Thousands of people begin their
day there by attending the early morn-
ing mangala-arati or greeting the dei-
ties a little later in the morning.

I first came to Radha-Govinda's
temple as a new sannyasiin 1979. I was
traveling alone on my way to South
India to visit the appearance site of
Lord Nrsimha in Ahovalam. When 1
entered Radha-Govinda’s temple early
one morning, thousands of people were
singing beautiful songs to Govindaji
with intense emotion. With their hands
together in namaskara, they swayed
back and forth, appealing to the deity
with love and devotion. I had been
chanting Hare Krsna for years, but I
had never chanted with so much feel-
ing. The fact that thousands of people
were doing so simultaneously had an
overwhelming effect on me. I realized
that the holy names were the only
means of deliverance in this age, and I
witnessed that the beauty of Govindaji
made those devotees call out to Him
with love.

As Mickey and Sherry entered the
Radha-Govinda temple with me, they
seemed relieved that visiting a temple
didn’t necessarily mean going through
the pushing and shoving we encoun-
tered with the enthusiastic followers of
Sri Nathji in Nathdwara. Although
thousands of people were coming to
see Govindaji, there was ample space
in the large temple. To my surprise,
Mickey and Sherry went straight to
the front to get a good view of Radha-

Govinda and study Their transcend-
ental forms. In Nathdwara they had |
only a glimpse of Sri Nathji; here they |
wanted to see first-hand who all the |

commotion was about.

Our discussion about deity worship
had evolved since our initial conver-
sation, when they politely referred to
it as “idol worship.” But they had
witnessed something special at Sri
Nathji’s temple and were curious to
know more. Their attitude reminded
me of Srila Prabhupada’s words at the
installation of the first Radha-Krsna

deities in Los Angeles.

“If you see these deities as brass,”
he said, “They will remain like that to
you forever. But if you approach Them
with love and devotion, one day They
will speak to you.”

Seeing Mickey and Sherry intently
studying the forms of Radha and
Krsna, the head pijari [priest] did an
amazing thing that only deepened my
faith in the power of the deity to recip-
rocate with our approaches to Him. He
called Mickey and Sherry forward to
the front of the altar and had them
stand only ten feet away from Radha-
Govinda. Sherry had spontaneously
bought a garland outside the temple,
and now that she was in front of the
deity, she gathered strength and slowly
handed it to the pijari, indicating that
he should give it to Radha and Krsna.
Understanding the special moment,
the pajari took the garland and gave it
to Radharani, and then took two gar-
lands from Radharani and tulasi leaves
from the feet of Govindaji and came
back and gave them to Mickey and
Sherry. I and many pilgrims present
watched in amazement.

When Mickey and Sherry came
back from the altar, they garlanded
themselves, ate the fulasi leaves, and
folded their hands in namaskara, look-
ing at Radha and Krsna.

Deciding that from this point on I

would have no hesitation in bringing
them closer to the Lord, I gave them
several of Govindaji’s huge sweetballs
and suggested they distribute them. As
soon as they held the prasadam out,
they were deluged by pilgrims eager for
mercy. Mickey was in bliss and turned
to me to say,“It’s better to give than to
receive.”

AWAKENING
REALIZATIONS

We left very early the next day for
Vrndavana. Mickey and Sherry were
eager to go to Vrndavana because | had
told them there were five thousand
temples there.

During the ride, Mickey asked if
there were deities in every temple.

“Yes, of course,” [ said.

Then he asked if all the deities were
black.

“Yes,” I replied, “most of Them are.”

When he asked, “Who is the girl al-
ways standing next to Krsna?” I gave
him a brief explanation.

As he started with yet another ques-

| tion, I had to say, “Mickey, let’s take

a little rest now. We’ll talk about all
this in Vrndavana. The atmosphere
there is very conducive to these types
of questions.”

For a few moments he was silent,
and then like a young boy he asked

Prime Minister Vajnayee Congratulates ISKCON Russia

August 11, 2001—Indian Prime Minister Atal B. Vajpayee
sent the following complimentary message on the occasion
of the thirtieth anniversary of ISKCON in Russia.

“I am pleased to know that the International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness will be celebrating its thirtieth anniversary in Russia on Au-
gust 12, which coincides with Krishna Janmastami. Over the last few
decades, ISKCON has played an important role in popularizing the
noble message of the Gita and the inspiring life of Lord Krishna in
many foreign lands. It is a tribute to the resolute spirit of the followers
of ISKCON that they have sustained their temple in Russia for so many
years. This indeed shows that Krishna’s message is eternal and relevant

to all people at all time.

“I compliment ISKCON Russia for this achievement. I hope that,
in the years to come, it will continue to serve the people of Russia and
Lord Krishna with the same fervor as it has done so far. On this occa-
sion, I send my best wishes to the devotees of Lord Krishna in Russia.”
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Although they were tourists in India,
they were no longer interested in going to
the spots where tourists generally go.

“How long will it take us to get to
Vrndavana?”

I replied, “I don’t think it’s going
to take you very long to get there,
Mickey.”

“What'’s that?” he asked.

“Nothing, Mickey. Let’s take rest,”
[ said.

I couldn’t believe the transforma-
tion that had taken place with our two
guests from rural America. Only days
before they'd had so many doubts
about worshiping the deity of the Lord.
Now they were expressing such eager-
ness to see Him. Krsna is surely the
supreme mystic.

Our small party entered Vrndavana
early on the morning of February 20.
In a sense, Mickey and Sherry had
come to Vrndavana as pilgrims. Al-
though they were tourists in India, they
were no longer interested in going to
the spots where tourists generally go.
On the way to Vrndavana, they had
taken a side trip to India’s ultimate
tourist destination, the Taj Mahal. But
upon entering Vrndavana, they could
at once perceive the difference.

As we neared ISKCON’s Krsna-
Balarama Temple and the adjacent
MVT buildings, where they would be
staying, Mickey offered his first ass-
essment of Vrndavana: “The Taj Ma-
hal dead compared with
Vrndavana. There’s a special atmo-
sphere here.”

We soon took rickshas into town to
visit the Radha-Damodara temple,
where I told Mickey and Sherry about
Srila Prabhupada’s coming to the West.
The story so touched their hearts that
when Sri Prahlada led kirtana in Srila
Prabhupada’s room, they enthusiasti-
cally chanted Hare Krsna with us. It
was the first time they had chanted, and
it seemed to me to be the beginning of
the end of their material existence.

In the evening we visited the temple
of Vraja-Mohana, the deity of Srila

was

Narottama Dasa Thakura. After kir-
tana, Mickey turned to me and said that
he had heard that Vraja-Mohana was
a special deity for me. I replied that it
was true and that I was helping to re-
construct the temple. I mentioned that
my Russian disciples, eager to help me
in my service, had recently donated
more than $1,000 to paint the temple
and make three new outfits for the
Lord. I explained to Mickey that this
is the real meaning of deity worship; it
allows us to render personal, intimate
service to the Lord.

Looking at Vraja-Mohana, Mickey
said, “I think I understand now.”

When we all left the temple, Mickey
wasn’t around, so I went back inside
to find him. From a distance, [ saw him
with the priest. He was handing him a
$100 bill, pointing to the deity and in-
dicating that it was for His service.

On February 21, we visited other
prominent temples. As we headed into
town that morning, I didn’t see Sherry,

| and I asked Mickey if she would be

coming. He smiled and pointed to the
group of women accompanying us.
There [ saw Sherry in a silk sari with a
bindi on her forehead. She kept her
head covered the whole day and of-
fered her respects to all the deities in
the temples we visited, folding her
hands and sometimes praying. I also

| prayed to those same deities, amazed

by Their potency to transform the
hearts of my guests.

RARE FORTUNE

The next day I went out alone to

visit some holy sites where I always feel |

inspiration. In the evening I returned
to Vrndéavana to make final prepara-
tions for my departure to Africa the
next morning. When [ arrived there,
Mickey and Sherry came to see me.
They asked where I had been during
the day, and I said I'd been to Govar-
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dhana Hill and Radha Kunda. Appar-
ently, some devotees had told them
about the glories of those places, and
they lamented that they wouldn’t have
a chance to see them before leaving
India. Hearing their enthusiasm to go
there, and considering that such a visit
would be the crowning glory of their
trip to India, I decided to take them to
Radha Kunda on our way to Delhi to
catch our flights.

Rising early the next day, Gaura
Sakti, Mickey, Sherry, and I packed
our belongings in the Tata Sumo van
that would be taking us to the airport.
As I loaded my things, I was already
feeling separation from Vrndavana.

By the time we left, we were run-
ning late, but Mickey and Sherry were
determined to see Govardhana Hill
and Radha Kunda. After a quick dar-
sana of Govardhana upon arriving, we
proceeded to Radha Kunda, the most
sacred of all holy places. Situated in a
small rural village, Radha Kunda can
be truly appreciated only by those ad-
vanced souls whose eyes are covered
by the salve of love of God. Beginners
can have some appreciation by the
study of scriptures, but non-devotees
can only be bewildered as to why some-
one would be eager to visit the two
little ponds at the foot of Govardhana
Hill called Syama Kunda and Radha
Kunda.

I could see that I didn’t have to
worry about Mickey and Sherry. They
were eager to see Radha Kunda and
appreciated that it was indeed special
mercy for them. They had been
groomed for this moment by the devo-
tees, and no doubt by the Lord Him-
self. What tourists ever get darsana
of Sri Nathji in Nathdwara, Sri Sri
Radha-Govinda in Jaipur, and Sri Sti
Rﬁdhz‘i—gyamasundam in Vrndavana?
What tourists live for ten days on the
mahd-prasadam of the Lord? What
tourists get the opportunity to give



their hard-earned money to Vraja-
Mohana, the beloved deity of Srila
Narottama Dasa Thakura? The cumu-
lative effect of all that mercy was evi-
dent in the awe and reverence Mickey
and Sherry showed when they ap-
proached Radha Kunda and put her
sacred waters upon their heads.

On the way back to the van, Mickey
said to me, “Maharaja, you've been
so kind to us these ten days here in In-
dia. In particular, you and Sri Prah-
lada have answered all our questions
to our full satisfaction. But I have
one question left, and this time I'm
afraid that neither of you will be able
Lo answer.”

Thinking there might be a lingering
doubt in Mickey’s mind despite all the
mercy he'd received, I asked, “What's
that question, Mickey?”

“How will I be able to explain all of
this to my friends back home?” he
asked. “How does one put into words
the wonders of what we’ve seen and
done? How do you explain Vrndavana
to those who’ve never met devotees
like yourselves?”

“It’s not easy, Mickey,” I replied.
“But devotees of the Lord carry Vrnda-
vana in their hearts, and wherever they
go they share that mercy with others.
My spiritual master in particular took
Vrndavana to the West. If people read
his books, they’ll get an idea of the
special mercy available here.”

As we got into the van, everyone
had an empty feeling inside. We felt we
were leaving our real home. As we
drove down the road and out of Vraja,
Mickey and Sherry looked back. From
the look in their eyes, I knew one day
they would return. B

His Holiness Indradyumna Swami trav-
els around the world teaching Krsna
consciousness. In Poland each summer
he oversees dozens of festivals. Since
1990 these festivals have introduced

Krsna to hundreds of thousands of

people.

Adapted from the unpublished Diary of a
Traveling Preacher, Volume 3, Chapters 22—
24. To receive chapters as they come out
regularly on e-mail, write to indradyumna.
swami@ pamho. net. (Volumes 1 and 2 are
available from the Hare Krsna Bazaar.
Please see page 66.)
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Accredited Study of Srila Prabhupada’s
Books and Teachings

Now you can gain transcendental knowledge with a guided,
in-depth study of the writings and teachings of Lord Krsna's
pure devotee, at your own pace and in your own home.

Each course includes a textbook, a lesson binder, and a
personal review of your work by qualified brahmana teachers.
You may choose to conduct your studies via e-mail, regular post,
or fax.

Upon successful completion of your study, you will receive
a Course Certificate and credit from the Florida Vedic College.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

18 lessons, $108* (2 midterms and final exam)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya

15 lessons, $108* (2 midterms and final exam)

Karma and Reincarnation
7 lessons, $89* (final exam)

Journey of Self-Discovery

3 lessons, $50%* (final exam)

Readings in Vedic Literature
3 lessons, $50* (final exam)
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P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA

For further information,
visit our website at: www.krsna.com/courses.htm
or call the BTG Editorial Offices at (386) 462-7794.

“In this world there is nothing
so sublime and pure as

transcendental knowledge.”
—Bhagavad-gita 4.38

*Please add 10% shipping costs for textbooks and course materials.
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OTHERS WILL FOLLOW
(continued from page 15)
transformation of the animal’s blood.
So why do you take the blood by kill-
ing? Take the blood in a different form
—milk. This is our program. Let the
animal live peacefully, and if you are
meat-eaters, let the animal die natu-
rally, and then you can eat. There will
be no charge for it.

To the meat-eaters we say, While
taking the cows’ milk, we will see that
they are protected, and when they die
naturally, we will call you meat-eaters
and say, “Please take this.” You can take
the skin for free, you can take the bones
for free, and then you can eat the meat.
Just wait for the animals to die. They
will die, after all.

That much of a concession I want.
Let the animals live without any fear
of being killed, so that they will supply
more milk. Suppose you know that I
am keeping you here for eventually
being killed. Will you be very happy?
Your mind will be always disturbed. We
could not get good service from you.
So the animals also understand, “They
are going to kill us.” Therefore, you
don’t get so much milk. But when they
are assured that they will not be killed,
they will give double the milk. People
do not know the animals’ psychology.
This is going on.

Director: Thank you very much.

Srila Prabhupada: So if you want to eat
| meat,let the animals die naturally. That
is our program. If you like, you can ac-
cept. Thank you very much. [The Di-
rector departs.|

[To disciples:] Lust. This is the mod-
ern world’s disease. For instance, the
leaders want to keep the poor girls free
for prostitution, so that they can enjoy.
This is the main point. The Director has
admitted as much. Keep the young girls
“free.” They also have sex desire, and
so let us enjoy. This is the whole basic
principle here in the Western world.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, the Direc-
tor was of a very ripe old age. Still, he
was saying that . . .

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Ripe old age
notwithstanding, up to the point of
death one is sexually inclined. Up to
the point of death. Even at the point
of death, one is still looking for a
young girl. That is natural. Unless one
is trained up, that is natural. That is
mdyda's entrapping machine to keep
the living entity within this material
world.

Disciple: Sometimes when we offer
young people Krsna consciousness,
they say, “When I get older, | won’t be
so attached to sex enjoyment, so then
I can take up Krsna consciousness.”
Srila Prabhupada: They generally think
so, but that is not possible. In Paris very,
very old men—seventy-five or eighty

38 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2001

| years old—they are going to nightclubs,
paying fifty dollars’ entrance fee, and
then they spend money for wine and
women. And they stay there a few
hours and go home, only to come back
another night. They are all old men. So
breaking this sex attachment is a very
difficult job, but still, by Krsna’s grace
you disciples are accepting this prin-
ciple. That is the great mercy of Krsna.
Otherwise, it is very, very difficult.

One old man, the Marquis of Zet-
land—he proposed to one of my God-
brothers, “Can you make me a
brahmana’l”

“Oh, yes. You give up these lusty
habits.”

“Oh, that is impossible. That is im-
possible. These things are our life.”

So in the Western countries, these
things are their life—to have illicit
sex, meat-eating, drinking, and gam-
bling. And yet people are accepting this
Krsna conscious principle—young
boys like you. It is Krsna’s mercy on
us. Otherwise, it is impossible. Break-
ing these lusty habits is impossible,
unless we enjoy with Krsna.

No illicit sex. Sex we are not stop-
ping. But sex is restricted to the grha-
sthas, the householders. We are not
stopping sex. Sex is required. But un-
der rules. If you enjoy illicit sex, then

the whole society is spoiled. You make
the innocent girls spoiled. And they
have no other business than prostitu-
tion. That means you put the society
into chaos. The young girls become
cheap,and you enjoy them and become
irresponsible. You stop maintaining the
family structure. That is the situation.
What is the reason for this welfare de-
partment? It is that the young boys
enjoy the young girls, and the girls get
children. So the government has to
support the girls and their children.
Disciple: That’s the cause of this whole
problem.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The welfare
department is for that purpose only.
Disciple: And this gentleman is a big
leader in the welfare department.
Srila Prabhupada: And yet he does
the very same thing—the same illicit
sex that created the need for the wel-
fare department in the first place.
He does not know how to cure the
problem.

Disciple: In so many words he said, “I



could not live without illicit sex.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The leaders
themselves have created this “bachelor
daddy” madness: young men posing
themselves as bachelors, uninterested
in having wives and children, simply
interested in having sex. You see. And
these leaders are accepted as standard.
And if you want to reform this situa-

| tion, then it is so difficult.

The basic wrong is, the leaders have
become godless animals. That’s all.
The only method for reform is this
Krsna consciousness. There is no sec-
ond method. Harav abhaktasya kuto
mahad-gunah: you cannot raise any-
body to high qualities unless he is God
conscious, Krsna conscious. That is a

fact. And the proof is here. Because
these boys have taken to Krsna con-
sciousness, they are ideal. All others
—what is their value? That welfare di-
rector is a leader—and he says, “Yes,
illicit sex is all right. By contraceptive
methods we are enjoying it.” If the
leaders do something wrong, others
will follow. €

The Mayapur Institute of Higher Education (MIHE)

2002 SCHEDULE

January 7—Beginning of the VTE (Vaisnava
Training and Education) Bhakti-§astri Course

February 14—First Week of the MIHE Semester*

February 19— Advaita Acarya’s Appearance Day

February 21—Second Week of the MIHE Semester

February 25— ord Nityananda's Appearance Day

February 28— Third Week of the MIHE Semester

March 1 —GBC Meetings Begin

March 5—Bhakti-§astri Course Breaks Until April 8

March 7—Fourth Week of the MIHE Semester

March 12—GBC Meetings End

March 13—Fifth Week of the MIHE Semester

March 17—End of the MIHE Semester

March 18—Parikrama Leaves Mayapur

March 24—Parikrama Returns to Mayapur

March 28—Gaura Parnima

April 8—Bhakti-sastr1 Course Reconvenes

June 21—Bhakti-§astri Course Ends

As an experiment, the MIHE will offer the Vaisnava
Training and Education (VTE) Bhakti-sastri Course
tuition free, relying on donations to cover operating
expenses. Students must cover their expenses for
room, board, and course materials. The instructors
are Atul Krsna Dasa, Madhavendra Puri Dasa,
Siddhi-lalasa Devi Dasi, Srimate Devi Dasi, Vidvan
Gauranga Dasa, and Yadunandana Dasa.

Courses Already Scheduled for the MIHE Semester

Tat-krpeksanam: Expecting the Lord’s Mercy—
Aniruddha Dasa ® Communication Skills for
Preachers—Anuttama Dasa e Spoken Bengali for

Beginners—Atul Krsna Dasa o From Sraddha to
Prema—B. V. V. Narasithha Swami ® Vraja Mandala
Parikrama (Yavat to Gokul)—Dina Bandhu Dasa e
Vaisnava Helping Skills—Dhira Govinda Dasa
The Pure Devotion of Uddhava—Gopiparanadhana
Dasa e Ayurvedic Self-healing—Dr. Liladhar Gupta
e Paiicaratrika Process of Deity Worship—Janani-
vasa Dasa, Pankajanghri Dasa, and Nrsimha Kavaca
Dasa e The 8 Noble Truths of ISKCON Fundraising
—Kalakantha Dasa ® Classical Hatha Yoga Taught
in the Ivengar Tradition—Krodhasamani Devi Dasi
e [ntroduction to Oil Painting—Murali Krsna Dasa
e From Neophyte to Preacher: Preaching as a Means
of Perfection in Srila Prabhupada’s Movement—
Prahladananda Swami ® VTE Teacher Training
Course I & 2—Rasamandala Dasa e VTE Bhakiti-
sastri Teacher Training—Rasamandala Dasa ¢ Of
Gods, Saints, and Supermen—Tara Dasa ® Comma
Sutra: The Joys of Punctuation and Other Basics of
Editing—Tattvavit Dasa ® In Service of the Absolute
Truth—Vedavyasapriya Swami

Russian Medium Courses

6 Steps of Success in Devotional Service—Uttama
Sloka Dasa © From Suffering to Bliss: Krsna’s
Special Mercy—Vakresvari Devi Dasi e Sri Tattva
Sandarbha—Visistha Dasa

More courses are expected to be added. For details
about courses, scheduling, and registration, check the
MIHE website at www.mayapur.org/mihe, or write to
mihe@pamho.net.

*Each week of the MIHE Semester consists of five days of classes. Courses will start throughout the semester,

so students may enter the semester at the beginning of each week.
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FEELINGS & PHIL

Reactions to

When terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon stunned
the people of America, many devotees
of Krsna grieved along with their fel-
low Americans. Was that a proper re-
sponse for persons trained in the philo-
sophy of Krsna consciousness? In the
days following the attacks, many devo-
tees pondered that question and simi-
lar ones, and not everyone reached the
same conclusions. Here we present
some thoughts by three members of the
Krsna consciousness movement.

Enlightened
Compassion

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

[Originally written as a letter to
disciples soon after the events.|

Surcly by now you have all heard
about the recent terrorist attacks
in New York, Washington, and Penn-
sylvania. Since we aspire to be servants
of the Lord, it is important that we
not take a casual or dismissive attitude
toward these events and say, for ex-
ample, “It’s just a fight among the ma-
terialists™ or “People are just suffer-
ing their karma.” Were this to be the
full extent of our response to these
events, I think we would be deficient
in our devotion to God. Why do I think
this way?

Lord Krsna states in the Bhagavad-
gita (6.32) that a devotee should feel
universal empathy. Srila Prabhupada
translates this verse as follows: “He is
a perfect yogi who, by comparison to
his own self, sees the true equality of
all beings, in both their happiness and
their distress, O Arjuna!”

This verse, among other meanings,

he Terrorist Attacks

Does the philosophy of Krsna consciousness demand

only indifference to the tragic events of this world?

AT
s

recommends a kind of universal em-
pathy. In his purport Srila Prabhupada
stresses the point of empathy: “One
who is Krsna conscious is a perfect yo-
gi; he is aware of everyone’s happi-
ness and distress by dint of his own
personal experience. In other words,
a devotee of the Lord always looks to
the welfare of all living entities, and
in this way he is factually the friend
of everyone.”

DEVOTIONAL
EMPATHY
We find another explicit, powerful
call for devotional empathy in the
Bhagavatam (6.10.9): “If one is un-
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happy to see the distress of other liv-
ing beings and happy to see their hap-
piness, his religious principles are
appreciated as imperishable by exalted
persons who are considered pious and
benevolent.”

This is how we can apply such em-
pathy in the case of the recent terror-
ist attacks:

First, we can imagine what it would
have felt like for us to have been on
one of the four planes that were hi-
jacked and destroyed, or in one of the
three attacked buildings. There is am-
ple information available so that we
can be quite specific and explicit in
imagining the experience.

Second, we will probably have to




OSOPHY

honestly admit that we would feel sig-
nificant discomfort, pain, or anxiety
in such a situation. If we are capable
of deep empathy, if we are able, as
Srila Prabhupada states, to understand
the experiences of others by compar-
ing them to our own experiences, and

we are “factually the friend of every- |

one,” then we experience true Vaisnava
compassion.
In other words, we should not be

more detached from the suffering of |

others than we are from our own suf-
fering. We should not arrogantly dis-
miss the anguish of others, as if we
are beyond anguish. A devotee who is
truly transcendental to material suffer-
ing, and who would not have suffered
at all in one of those four airplanes, or
in one of those three buildings, would
be a most exalted pure devotee and
as such would feel great compassion
for the fallen conditioned souls. Those
who are not compassionate, and who
dismiss as trivial or unimportant such

great suffering, are not actually dem-
onstrating advanced detachment in
Krsna consciousness, but rather they
are demonstrating a disturbing lack
of common empathy, and are in fact
embarrassing our movement by their
neophyte response.

Zuma Press

IDENTIFYING EVIL

ISKCON devotees oppose animal
slaughter. How can we not oppose hu-
man slaughter? If one says, “It’s their
karma,” then we reply that the same is
true for cows and other animals that
are slaughtered. If one says, “This is just
a political fight among materialists,” I
would reply that in the Bhagavad-gita
Lord Krsna clearly distinguishes be-
tween acts in the different modes of
nature, and He specifically describes
certain acts as not only materialistic,
but as evil and demonic. It is surely evil
and demonic to murder thousands of
innocent persons. Let us remember ‘
that in Vedic culture we are required |

to treat people according to their in-
nocence and guilt in this life. God will
take care of their past karma. We are
not allowed in Vedic culture to abuse
people, harm or kill them, and then say,
“It must have been their karma.” Vedic
culture is not moral anarchy in the
name of karma. We should be above
mundane morality, not below it.
During the Bangladesh War in the
early 1970s, Srila Prabhupada strongly
condemned the Muslim atrocities
against the Hindus, and indeed against
other Muslims, in Bangladesh. Of

| course, in every country on earth there

are tragedies, and the devotees will
benefit themselves personally, and
greatly enhance their preaching, if they
are able to achieve a real state of deep
empathy, not in the cause of material-
ism or the bodily concept of life, but as
a symptom of a budding self-realiza-
tion that leads one to feel liberated

compassion for all suffering beings.

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami is an
editorial advisor for Back to Godhead.

The View
From the Bridge

by Yogesvara Dasa

S omehow I managed to get out be-
fore New York City was shut down.
Moving at a snail’s pace across the
Fifty-ninth Street Bridge, my car was
one of the few vehicles in an exodus
of pedestrians crossing to safety in
Long Island City. I looked south from
the bridge into a cloud of gray smoke
and ash that covered lower Manhat-
tan. Those of us close enough to feel
the tremor or see two mountains of
concrete and glass crumble went into

| a dreamlike daze, like sitting in the

front row of a disaster film, surrender-
ing rational thought to energies and
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What came to mind at that moment
on the bridge was how naively we define ourselves
by impermanent surroundings.

sensations way beyond our control. The
impossible was playing itself out in
front of our eyes. The World Trade Tow-
ers were an inevitability on the skyline
of New York, an immovable perma-
nence—and they just disappeared, as
if someone had passed over them with
a giant eraser. [t was one of the world’s
most feared nightmares.

Truth be told, we've always known
it might happen. The Towers held a
place in our collective subconscious as
one of the few targets whose destruc-
tion would instantly sever America’s
main financial artery, garner headlines
on every front page and newscast in the
world, and make an indelible mark on
history. What terrorist could possibly
fail to envision their destruction?

CHIMERIC LANDSCAPE

What came to mind at that moment
on the bridge was how naively we de-
fine ourselves by our impermanent sur-
roundings. We are New Yorkers, so we
expect to see the Towers when we look
up at the skyline of our world. Yet the
landscape of reality anywhere in the
world is no more than a chimera,
a gleaming semblance of truth that in-
duces a false security, dulls our senses,
puts us to sleep. The constructs of our
petty lives, both physical and psycho-
logical, are like a Hollywood movie
set that exists for a while, then gets
struck with a few blows from a ham-
mer, deconstructed, and put back into
storage.

The risk in awakening to the imper-
manence of the world is an erroneous
assumption that action is consequently
irrelevant. What does it matter how we
live, what we eat, whether we extend
ourselves to others or not? It’s all illu-
sion. The Bhagavad-gita clarifies this
mistaken impression.

“Not by merely abstaining from
work can one achieve freedom from
reaction, nor by renunciation alone
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can one attain freedom.” (3.4)

“On the other hand, if a sincere per-
son tries to control the active senses
by the mind and begins karma-yoga [in
Krsna consciousness| without attach-
ment, he is by far superior.” (3.7)

“Whatever action a great person
performs, common people follow. And
whatever standard he sets by exem-
plary acts, all the world pursues.” (3.21)

“One who is unattached to the fruits |

of work and who works as he is obli-
gated is in the renounced order of life,
and he is the true mystic—not he who
lights no fire and performs no duty.”
(6.1)

“Acts of sacrifice, charity and pen-
ance are not to be given up; they must
be performed. Indeed, sacrifice, char-
ity and penance purify even the great
souls.” (18.5)

SENSITIVE TO SUFFERING

How do devotees respond to such
crisis? The people I am privileged to
call friends in Krsna consciousness
wept copiously for the victims of the
tragedy, for their families and friends.
Knowing, as devotees do, that every-
one in this world struggles to make
sense of his or her life softens the heart,
makes people more sensitive to the
suffering of others. On an action level,
the Krishna Foundation, a nonprofit
organization formed to support and
strengthen the mission of the Krsna
consciousness movement, is serving as
a conduit for contributions from
temple communities worldwide, with
all funds going to appropriate New
York relief agencies. Devotee educa-

| tors and child development profession-

als are preparing a booklet for people
working with children, offering recom-
mendations and suggestions for fre-
quently asked questions. And the
Oxford Center for Vaisnava-Hindu
Studies is editing a special edition of
the ISKCON Communications Journal
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addressing issues raised by the recent
tragedies.

SPIRITUAL COMMITMENT

On a personal level, I feel that we
as a spiritual collective must move up
anotch in our seriousness and commit-
ment to devotional practices. What
more startling proof could we ever wit-
ness to substantiate the urgency of nur-
turing our spiritual life? This was a
rude, shocking wake-up call, and we
can be grateful for being among the
tiny handful of people graced with the
knowledge that there is something else;
that when the dust of our petty dreams
and stubborn enterprises finally settles,
there will be Krsna, ready to welcome
us home.

| Yogesvara Dasa is senior vice president

at Ruder Finn, New York's largest pub-
lic relations and communications firm.
His office is forty-eight blocks from the
former World Trade Center.

Twin Towers of
Material Life

by Kalakantha Dasa

he sickening images of two hi-

jacked passenger jets smashing
down two huge office towers knots my
gut and floods me with raw, confusing
feelings.

Sorrow. For the terrified, doomed
passengers, the thousands of unsus-
pecting office workers buried or
burned alive, and the hundreds of
heroic firefighters crushed when the
mighty steel-framed edifices melted
and collapsed on them within an hour.
For their devastated children, spouses,
parents, brothers, sisters, and friends.

(please turn to page 58)



Yamaraja Dasa

2001 Festival of the Chariots, New York

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama”)
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SPIRITUAL PLACES

Ramakeli

Historic Home of Rupa and Sanatana

Two leaders of Lord Caitanya’s movement once
lived here as ministers to the Muslim ruler.

Text and photos by Vrndavani Devi Dasi

ECENTLY I FULFILLED a long-
Rcherished desire to visit Rama-

keli, in northern West Bengal. It
was once home to Rapa Gosvami and
Sanatana Gosvami, direct disciples
of Lord Caitanya and leaders in His
Hare Krsna movement. Ramakeli is
a small village, where groups of cows
and goats are more common than
cars on the dusty roads. There are no

shops, and water is available only from
hand pumps. It appears that little has
changed here for hundreds of years.

I stayed with friends at the home
of Amalendranath Maitra, a well-
known advocate in nearby Malda.
He arranged a car to take us on a tour
of Ramakeli, some fifteen kilometers
from Malda.

We arrived at the gateway of the

Head priest Purna Chandra Panigrahi (opposite page) greets
visitors from inside the sanctuary of Sri Radha-Madana-Mohana,
the deities of Ripa and Sanatana. Above: Sri Radha-Madana-
Mohana. At lefi: their temple, built in 1930.

Radha-Madana-Mohana temple,
founded by Ripa and Sanatana and
later managed by their nephew Jiva
Gosvami, another pillar of Lord Cai-
tanya’s movement. After Jiva left to
join his uncles in Vrndavana, the areca
became plagued with cholera. The
deities were kept closed within the
temple until Jitendranath Maitra, in
the disciplic line from Jiva Gosvami,
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started the worship again three hun-
rs later.
In 1930, Amalendranath Maitr
‘IthLI‘ Ilpn,rldranath WY

home and think about it. That night hc.
dreamt of Radha-Madana-Mohana,

) him to build a new temple
for Them. Without hesitation Upendra-
nath Maitra arranged for all the build-
ing materials, and within a month a new
temple was built.

FrROM MINISTERS
To GOSVAMIS
t looking at the beautiful
Radha-Madana-Mohana, the
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head priest, Purna Chandra Panigrahi,
related the following history of Ripa
and Sanatana:

i go the area was

rned by the ‘Muslim ruler Nawab
Huw.m Shah, who controlled Bengal,
Orissa, and Bihar. At that time Rapa
anatana (then known as Amara
and Santosh) were living in Ramakeli
They were highly r

and |
He made Ripa his treasurer and Sana-

tana the prime minister. The govern-
>d under their expertise, and

wealth.
Being great devotees
Rilpa and Sanatana cared nnlhmtY for

them with imme
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Under the Nawab's order, Sanatana Gosvami
spent more than a year and a half in prison
(left). A small shrine (bottom, left) memorial-
izes the spot where Lord Nityananda sat. A
tree near the shrine (bottom) was grown from
the tree under which Lord Caitanya initiated
Ritpa and Sanatana. Deities of Lord
Caitanya, Lord Nityananda, and Sri Advaita
(below) are worshiped in the main temple.

their wealth and positions and yearned
for the time when they would be freed
from their predicament. They fre-
quently wrote letters to Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, asking for His help so
that they could dedicate their lives to
Him.

In 1514, Lord Caitanya, on the ex-
cuse of going to Vrndavana, visited
Ramakeli only to see His eternal asso-
ciates Rupa and Sanatana. He was ac-
companied by thousands of devotees.
He initiated the brothers and told them
that Krsna would soon release them
from their government posts.

Ripa and Sanatana had been living
at the Nawab’s house, but after meet-
ing Lord Caitanya they started wor-
shiping the deities of Radha-Madana-
Mohana and lived near Them. They
could no longer tolerate working for
the Nawab. Ripa gave his wealth to his
family and the brahmana community
and made his way to Vrndavana.

Sanatana,being the prime minister,
stayed for some time but told the Na-
wab he was too sick to work. The Na-
wab became suspicious and sent his
doctor to find out what was wrong.
When the doctor arrived at Sanatana’s
house, he saw that he had made it into
a devotional ashram with daily scrip-
tural classes going on. The Nawab was
furious. Seeing that Riipa had already
left, he ordered Sanatana to do more
work for him. When Sanatana told him
he was now resigning, the Nawab had
him imprisoned.

Meanwhile, in Vrndavana, Ripa
Gosvami dreamt that Sanatana was in
jail. He managed to get a letter to him
informing him that he had deposited
ten thousand gold coins with a local
shopkeeper for the service of devotees.
With seven thousand of these coins,
Sanatana was able to bribe the jail-
keeper to release him, enabling him to
join Lord Caitanya. Jiva Gosvami
joined Ripa and Sanatana later, after
the death of his mother.

GUPTA VRNDAVANA

When the priest finished his narra-
tion, we were served mahd-prasadam,
food offered to the deities, on banana
leaves. After lunch we went to see
Radha Kunda and Syama Kunda, two
lakes next to the temple. Rapa and
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Sanatana built the lakes, replicas of

Radha Kunda and Syama Kunda in
Vrndavana, to use their wealth and
pacify their minds in separation from
Vrndavana. The area surrounding the
lakes is known as Gupta (“Hidden™)
Vrndavana. I filled a small container
with sacred soil here as a souvenir.

The main priest then took us to see
the sitting place of Lord Nityananda,
which faces two trees. The larger tree
is said to be six hundred years old
and is next to a tiny temple containing
Lord Caitanya’s footprints. The other
tree was grown from a branch of the
tree under which Lord Caitanya initi-
ated Ripa and Sanatana and their
brother Vallabha, who became Anu-
pama. Jiva Gosvami, then a young
boy, hid behind a tree, watching. Near-
by stands a temple of a beautiful deity
of Lord Caitanya worshiped by Jiva
Gosvami,

AROUND RAMAKELI

After thanking the priest for show-
ing us all these places, we went back to
the car to see the rest of the village.
Ramakeli is very beautiful, covered
with lush vegetation interspersed with
many tranquil lakes and thatched cot-
tages. The area has been famous since
ancient times for silk and excellently
flavored mangoes. Coconut trees and
date palms tower gracefully
above the other greenery.

We passed the remains
of Nawab Hussain Shah's
government building. His
horses and elephants would
graze on the expansive
grassy slope nearby.

A short ride along the
road brought us to the pris-
on where Sanatana Gosva-
mi was held. Slowly making
our way through the many
cows grazing outside, we
entered the building. The
inside shape reminded me
of the Radha-Govinda
temple in Vrndavana. The
tall building with its arched
brick ceiling was built with-
out any supports. Modern
builders are baffled at how
it stays up. Walking back
outside, [ was thinking how

Sanatana Gosvami would have come
through the same doorway to be re-
leased after spending seventeen
months and nineteen days inside.
Ramakeli got its name to com-
memorate a visit by Lord Rama. Our
last stop was the lake where Sita, the
wife of Lord Ramacandra, performed
pinda (oblations for departed souls) for
her mother. Nearby is a tree said to be

| five thousand years old. Many thou-

sands of people come once a year from
Bihar to perform pinda here and wor-
ship the tree, known as Bala Briksha.
It is certainly the largest tree I have
ever seen, with fronds hanging from
huge branches almost to the ground.
As we drove back to Malda, I con-
sidered how fortunate I was to have
visited this village touched by the feet
of Lord Caitanya. Here He recruited
three towering spiritual figures: Ripa
Gosvami, Sanatana Gosvami, and Jiva
Gosvami. They built the foundation
upon which the present Krsna con-
sciousness movement was built. All
of us who have been blessed by this
movement are eternally indebted to

them. €3

Vindavani Devi Dasi joined ISKCON
in 1980. She lives with her family near
Bhaktivedanta Manor in England
and handles the mailing of Back to
Godhead to our readers in the UK.
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In spiritual
longing, Riipa and
Sandatana built
replicas of
Virndavana’s
sacred Radha
Kund (right) and
Syama Kund
(below). Before
following his
uncles Ripa and
Sanatana to
Vindavana, Jiva
Gosvami wor-
shiped a deity of
Lord Caitanya in
Ramaleli (oppo-
site, bottom right).
Many pilgrims
visit Ramakeli
vearly to perform
rituals for departed
ancestors at an
ancient banyan
tree (opposite,
bottom left).
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Divine

Madness

The Life of Gaura-kisora
Dasa Babaji Maharaja
by Satyaraja Dasa

namo gaura-kisoraya saksad-vairagya-miirtaye
vipralambha-rasambhode padambujaya te namah

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Gaura-
kisora Dasa Babaji Maharaja, who is renunciation
personified. He is always merged in a feeling of
separation and intense love of Krsna.”

IS DIVINE GRACE A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of

the International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness, comes in a long line of spiritual teach-
ers. While all of these masters lived extraordinary
lives, the most unconventional is probably that of
Gaura-kisora Dasa Babaji Maharaja, the spiritual
master of Prabhupada’s teacher, Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.

Gaura-kiSora Dasa Babaji appeared in the

early 1830s in the village of Vagyana, Faridapura
district, East Bengal (currently Bangladesh).* The

*Gaura-kisora Dasa Babaji Maharaja’s life and activi-
tics were compiled by Srila Bhaktisiddhénta in Sajjana
Tosani, a monthly journal dedicated to the philosophy
of Krsna consciousness, He called the series of essays
Amar Prabhur Katha (“The Story of My Master™) and
released them first in the 1917 editions of his journal
and later as a separate booklet. The religious biographer
Haridasa Dasa then took this information and used it
for his entry on Babaji Maharaja in his encyclopedic
work Sri Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava Jivana.

son of a merchant, young Vamsidasa (later Gaura-
kiSora Dasa Babaji Maharaja) married early and
lived a conventional life for more than twenty
years, working as a grain broker. But as time
passed he found himself looking for something
more in life, and his passion for spiritual truth
increased each year.

After his wife passed away,
Varhsidasa left his business and
went to Vrndavana, the land
of Lord Krsna. Here he hoped
to find spiritual fulfillment un-
der the tutelage of great religious masters. He
soon found himself studying under various self-
realized souls and developing a deep appreciation
for Gaudiya Vaisnava siddhanta, or Krsna con-
scious philosophical truths as presented by Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He gradually became
known as a prominent practitioner, for he un-
compromisingly lived according to Vaisnava
teachings.

After some years of intense practice, Vamsi-
dasa approached Srila Bhagavata Dasa Babaj,
one of the foremost disciples of Srila Jagannatha
Dasa Babaji Maharaja—the leading Krsna con-
scious teacher of his time—and accepted from
him the exalted initiation of Vaisnava Babaji. This
initiation demanded total commitment to high
standards of renunciation and austerity, with the
singular goal of developing love of God.

Excelling in this practice, Gaura-kiSora Dasa
Babaji Maharaja became completely renounced,
residing under trees in diverse parts of the Vrnda-
vana landscape and depending on God alone for
his sustenance.

Living in Vrndavana for some thirty years as
a wandering ascetic, he left only to travel periodi-
cally to other holy places in northern and western
India. He also regularly made pilgrimage to
Gaura-mandala (the area of Navadvipa, West
Bengal), where Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the
dual incarnation of Radha and Krsna, exhibited
His earthly manifestation some five hundred years
ago. When visiting Jagannatha Puri, in Orissa,
Gaura-kisora Dasa Babaji associated with Srila
Svariipa Dasa Babaji Maharaja, a renowned devo-
tee who exhibited symptoms of ecstatic love for
Krsna. Srila Svartipa Dasa Babaji’s activities were
recounted in the autobiography of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, whom Gaura-kisora
Dasa Babaji also met during his travels to east
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Learned authorities were able to ascertain
that Gaura-kisora’s eccentric behavior was in fact
symptoms of the highest stage of love of God.

India. He developed a deep and abid-
ing relationship with Bhaktivinoda,
whom he saw as his guru.

SPIRITUAL PERFECTION

Srila Gaura-kisora Dasa Babaji be-
came famous among the great devo-
tees of Vrndavana and was awarded
the exalted title Bhajananandi, which
refers to one who has achieved ulti-
mate bliss and accomplishment in soli-
tary meditation.

While Srila Gaura-kisora clearly de-

Srila Gaura-ki$ora exhibited the
highest standard of devotion to God,
Krsna, and because of his exemplary
character he was recognized as the

| greatest among the greatest devotees.

served such an honor, others at that |

time engaged in solitary “meditation”
merely to avoid being identified as the
frauds they were.To check such decep-
tion and insincerity, great teachers rec-
ommended the path of the Gosthy-
anandi: congregational chanting and
preaching, or sharing one’s spiritual life
with others.

Srila Gaura-kisora spoke out
strongly against pseudo-renunciants, or
less qualified “Bhajananandis.” He was
entirely removed from cheating incli-
nations and performed his pure devo-
tional practices alone, in a profound
mood of devotional ecstasy. His integ-
rity was unassailable.

In 1897, when he was in his sixties,
Srila Gaura-kiSora moved to Nava-
dvipa, relishing its spiritual identity
with Krsna’s holy land. In Navadvipa
as in Vrndavana, he lived by begging
alms from housecholders. For cooking,
he collected dry wood from the road-
side, and for drinking and washing, he
used earthen pots discarded by villag-
ers near the river Ganges. To clothe
himself he went to the shore of the holy
river to collect and wash discarded
cloth that had been used to cover
corpses at the burning ghat. As his bi-
ographer Haridasa Dasa says, “It was
him and God. And little else.”

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Tha-
kura, his only disciple, has written:

Many learned and educated persons
came into contact with Srila Gaura-
kisora Prabhu, yet they could not re-
alize his true identity. This is indeed
the mystic opulence of the devotees
of Lord Krsna. Only they can recog-
nize true devotion. Many people
came to consult with Srila Gaura-
kisora Prabhu about their insignifi-
cant, worldly desires. He would
always try to help them, but his sug-
gestions were usually the cause of
their disappointment, for he was re-
lentless in his attempt to get them to
go further, to transcend their at-
tached and compromised level of ex-
istence.

Many, too, accepted the Babaji
dress and acted as devotees of the
Lord, but actually they were impost-
ers, far away from being real sadhus.
Srila Gaura-kiSora never accepted
such a false way of life; his sincerity
was apparent in itself. His loving at-
titude was such that even when he
obtained a very opulent offering, his
renunciation predominated. He pre-
ferred a simple life in connection
with God.

Srila Gaura-kisora was equal to
all. He never displayed any distaste
for those persons who were inimical
to him, nor did he manifest any spe-
cial affection for those very dear to
him. He often said, “In this material
world [ am all alone in my service to
Lord Krsna. Still, I offer all respects
to others—everyone is worshipable
by me.”

In 1908, Srila Gaura-ki$ora lost his

physical vision. When his eyesight
started deteriorating, Bhaktisiddhanta
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Sarasvati requested him to go to Cal-

| cutta for treatment. Bhaktivinoda

Thakura, too, for the same reason,
repeatedly asked him to go there. But
he was uninterested. “As long as I can
see Krsna in my heart of hearts, I do
not need an eye doctor.”

THE JOY OF
RAW EGGPLANT

Babaji Maharaja became renowned
as the brightest gem among spiritual
practitioners, but it was not always easy
to understand his actions. He some-
times wore his begging bowl as a hat,
worshiped in an outhouse, and beat
with an umbrella those who wanted
initiation from him. (In his humility, he
could not entertain requests to be
anyone’s spiritual authority.) He often
roamed about naked or with his loin-
cloth half tied.

His behavior was considered espe-
cially unusual in Navadvipa, where
many conservative priests and intellec-
tuals resided at the time. His state of
love of God bordered on divine mad-
ness, and yet his ecstatic symptoms
could be corroborated by Vaisnava
scriptures. Learned authorities were
able to ascertain that his seemingly
eccentric behavior was in fact symp-
toms of the highest stage of love of
God.

Sometimes, while in these exalted
states, Babaji Maharaja found distaste-
ful foods to be just like nectar. Oblivi-
ous to the external world, he would
offer such food to Krsna and then rel-
ish the remnants. For example, he

| would eat raw rice or other grains

lightly soaked in water or in Ganges
mud.

One day he picked up an unripe egg-
plant from the market and sat down



at the base of a jhao tree at Bagan-
bari. He cut the eggplant into pieces
and dipped them into Ganges water
and put a fulasi leaf on them. He
offered them to his istadevata [per-
sonal deity] and sang a song of off-
ering: Bhaja Patita Uddharana, Sri
Gaura Hari—"0 Lord Caitanya,
please accept the worship of this
fallen soul.” He then said to his De-
ity, “I don’t know the right method
of cooking this, but please eat a little
of this food.”

As soon as he said this, his voice
became choked, and his body turned
bright red and began to swell, while
tears flowed from his eyes in streams,
soaking his face and chest. Seeing
these signs of love, Lalita-didi [a
close friend]| was amazed. When the
transcendental emotions subsided
nearly an hour later, he again sang a
song. Putting his deity to sleep, he ate
the unripe eggplant. His face showed
expressions of great pleasure and
happiness, more intense than one
would make if tasting paficamrta [a
sweet drink, considered a delicacy].”

—From Sri Sri Gaudiva Vaisnava
Jivana, by Haridasa Dasa

Srila Gaura-kiSora would dance
along the roadside, calling out, “Jaya
Radhe!™ (“All glories to Radha,
Krsna’s beloved.”), and the local peo-
ple would think he was mad. The reli-
gious experts knew better, though.
Little boys would run along behind
him, and he would play with them.
When he saw a boy who had a dark
complexion, he would think of him as
Krsna, and a light-skinned boy would
become Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

He often fell into trances, madly
calling out the names of Krsna with
great love. Once, he shouted, “Ha
Krsna Caitanya! Ha Krsna Caitanya!”
over and over. Vaisnavas in the vicin-
ity heard him screaming these words
hour after hour. They thought that un-
less they could change his mood, or
otherwise stop him from shouting these
divine names, he would hurt himself—
his throat would become torn and
bloody. Several of the assembled devo-
tees shouted names of God that re-
flected other aspects of His divine
nature. This distracted Srila Gaura-
kisora, changing his spiritual mood, and
his screaming subsided.

At times Babaji Maharaja would

worship with Bhaktivinoda Thakura at

| the birthplace of Lord Caitanya, which

had recently been discovered by
Bhaktivinoda and restored with images

| of Lord Caitanya and his wife Visnu-

priya. The two unparalleled devotees
would sing and dance before these dei-
ties, and their bodies would undergo
the eight sattvika bhavas, or the ecstatic
symptoms outlined in scripture that
appear only in the most accomplished
devotees.

A WORD OF CAUTION

Like Krsna’s gopis (cowherd girl-
friends) and other supremely advanced

devotees, Srila Gaura-kisora had in-
born devotional love, and its sponta-
neous nature was shown in his asastriya
behavior—behavior that goes beyond
scriptures or ordinary conventions. In
his own life, he disregarded many
Vaisnava rules about purity and proper
worship techniques. And yet he
strongly recommended pure behavior

| and standard techniques for others.

How might this be understood?

Srila Gaura-kisora was clearly not
ordinary. For most people, standard
religious rules and regulations serve a
purpose, gradually bringing one to
transcendence and heartlelt spontane-
ity. At this point, one can rise beyond
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Founded in 1978, the Bhaktivedanta Archives is the official
repository for the films, photographs, documents, manu-
scripts, correspondence, audio recordings, and other memo-
rabilia of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, founder-acarya of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives site www.Prabhupada.com
shows some of the work and holdings of the Archives, in-
cluding rare photographs of Srila Prabhupada and conversa-
tions between him and prominent people. The site offers
two free email newsletters and is updated regularly with in-
teresting and stimulating images, articles, and information
about Srila Prabhupada.

The Bhaktivedanta VedaBase© website www.VedaBase.
com supports the searchable database of Srila Prabhupada’s
teachings. The site provides product information and in-
structions. The new “forum” feature allows visitors to ask
questions and get answers from experienced users.
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Dr.

DR. OUDH BIHARI Lal (O.B.L.)
Kapoor, initiated as Adi Kesava
Dasa, passed away on April 9 at
the age of 92. A godbrother and
friend of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, Dr. Kapoor was initiated by
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura in 1932.

Dr. Kapoor received his Ph.D.
from Allahabad University in
1938. His dissertation focused on
the philosophy and religion of Sti
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and was
eventually published as a book.
These words from Srila Prabhu-
pada appeared on the book’s dust
jacket:

I have read with great pleasure
Dr. O. B. L. Kapoor’s work
entitled The Philosophy and
Religion of Sri Caitanya. Packed
extensively with quotes and
notes, the treatise bears the
hallmark of authentic research.
It is, in my opinion, the first
scientific delineation of the phi-
losophy of Sri Caitanya based
primarily on His direct utter-
ances, as contained in Caitanya-
caritamrta and Caitanya-
bhagavata, and supported
profusely by references to the
vast literature left by His
learned disciples, most of which

conventions and the constrictions of
neophyte practice. But unless one is
totally absorbed in the Absolute—and
this is exceedingly rare—one must as-
sume that one’s own spiritual level is
still wanting, only to be enhanced by
the instructions of a self-realized soul
and by constant practice.

Srila Gaura-kisora constantly medi-

IN MEMORIAM

was written under His express

command and on the basis of

the guidelines provided by Him.
The book is written in ele-

gant style. I am sure it will be
acclaimed, not only by the Vais-
navas in India, but by the mem-
bers of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness and
lovers of philosophy and
religion all over the world.

Dr. Kapoor held many impor-
tant positions in educational insti-
tutions throughout India until his
retirement in the 1960s. At that
time he relocated to Vrndavana,

tated on Radha and Krsna in the mood
of divine love, and this of course is
what distinguished him from ordinary
souls. Consequently, while Srila Gaura-
kiSora should most definitely be appre-
ciated, he should not be emulated.
Unless one is on a spiritually advanced
platform, one should not attempt to
act like Babaji Maharaja. Unless one
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O.B. L. Kapoor

where he stayed until his passing.
He wrote twenty-five books and
was a contributor to Back to God-
head magazine. His three BTG
articles—“Bhakti: The Perfect
Science” (No. 53, 1973), “Vrnda-
vana: The Highest Paradise”

(No. 62, 1974), and “The Path of
Bhakti” (No. 65, 1974)—were
deeply appreciated by Srila
Prabhupada, who wrote to him in
July 1973: “This writing is first-
class preaching, and we want to
publish more and more of your
articles in Back to Godhead.”

In 1998, Back to Godhead (Vol.
32, No. 2) ran an interview with
Dr. Kapoor conducted by Hari
Sauri Dasa. The conversation
reveals Dr. Kapoor’s deep under-
standing of Vaisnava thought and,
more importantly, his deep appre-
ciation of Lord Caitanya’s mercy
and his heartfelt feelings for Srila
Prabhupada. whom he saw as one
of his dearest friends. He was con-
vinced of Prabhupada’s purity and
effectiveness as a representative of
the Lord. Prabhupada, he said in
the interview, “had the blessings of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. It is the
blessings of Mahaprabhu that
made him Prabhupada.”

—Satyaraja Dasa

reaches his level of spiritual absorp-
tion, one should not reach for an
unripe eggplant.

Srila Prabhupada writes in Sri
Caitanya-caritamyta (Madhya 7.29):
“There are many instances of devo-
tional service rendered by pervious
acaryas who did not care about social

(please turn to page 61)
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E-mail: devadeva@whkpowerlink.com

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-0234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: bala108@earthlink.net

Rustin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/
E-mail: harekrishna@swbell.net

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the "0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Russia, the number to drop is the initial *8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +, To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
% MNewlisting % Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing

NOVEMBER /| DECEMBER 2001 « BACK TO GODHEAD 55



CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. {(410) 744-4069
or 719-6738/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624/ E-mail: cshannon@mdo.net
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-8215/ E-mail: rasaraja@bvinst.edu
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax;: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: premananda@junc.com
Charlotte, North Carolina — 9408-D Lexington Circle, 28213/ Tel. (704) 549-4603/
E-mail: syamadasi@yahoo.com
Chicago, llinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0000/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: chicago@iskcon.net
Columbus, Ohio — 373 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.acbsp@pamho.net
¢ Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264
4+ Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: naikatma.achsp@pamho.net
4 Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W, 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main 5t., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail; pyarimahan@aol.com
4 Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 36817/ Tel. (808) 585-3947/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (816) 361-6167 or (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rve.edu
# Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (349) 494-7029/ E-mail:
tukaf0B@hotmail.com
Long Island, New York — 197 5. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4908/
E-mail: garuda@optonline.net
# Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/
Fax: (310) 839-2715/ E-mail: nirantara@juno.com
Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel, (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com
@ Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesavaswami@hotmail.com
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com
# MNew York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003 (mail: P. 0. Box 2509, New York, NY 10009)/
Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
New York, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Bivd,, Queens 11420/ Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax; (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: iskconphilly@acl.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-0335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 5. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4300/ Fax: (480) 705-4301/
E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com
Portland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., 97215/ Tel. (503} 236-0417/
E-mail: portland_krishna@hotmail.com
4 St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lincell Blvd., 83108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: surapal@pamho.net
+ San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net
San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ E-mail: brian.odea@qwl.com
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. {425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHON Radio, 8628 5. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax: (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudas@earthlink.net
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@hotmail.com
Tampa, Florida — 1205 E. Giddens Ave., 33603/ Tel. (813) 234-8841/
E-mail: krishnaram108@hotmail.com
Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0870/
E-mail: newjersey@iskeon.net
# Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: dasarath@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: {301) 299-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna.mg@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Mlachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (386) 462-2017/
Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachua@pamho.net
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or 799-1354/
Fax; (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@fnbop.com
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — P.0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3917/
Hillsborough, Morth Caralina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd,, 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax; (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridoe, 26041/
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Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/

E-mail: newvrindaban@yahoo.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — 532 Murari Lane, 37359/ Tel. & fax: (931} 759-6888
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Alachua, Florida — Govinda's, 14603 Main St., 32615/ Tel. (386) 462-4500/ Fax: (386) 418-3524
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W, 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuisine, 2106 SW 34th 5t., 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955
Greensboro, North Carolina — Govinda's, 332 South Tate St/ Tel. (336) 373-8809
San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. {787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lang, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (01232) 620530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edabaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (02920) 831579

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands (mail: 19 Gloucester St., GV1 3B2)/
Tel. +44 (01203} 552822 or 555420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (D1555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 834526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, LES 4GLY
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@pamho.net

Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St., Merseyside, L1 4RY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 512-9319

London, England (city) — 9-10 Soho 5t., W1D 300/ Tel. +44 (020) 437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda's Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 BEZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for rooms:) accemmodations.requests@pamho.net

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296
or 654-3138

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) B60-6117/ E-mail: krishna.dharma@pamho.net

Newcastle Emlyn, West Wales — Ger-y-nant, Penrhiwpal, Rhydlewis, Near Newcastie Emlyn,
SAd4 500/ Tel. & fax: +44 (01239) 851178/ E-mail: mkramadasabcs_uk@yahoo.co.uk

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272-1811

Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, Devon, PLE 5HX/ Tel (01752} 776708

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 20A/ Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inisrath Island, BT92 9GN, Co.
Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (028) 677 21512

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK.
For information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WOG 1NB/ Tel, +44 [0181) 905-1244/ www.iskeon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (D8) 8359-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880

Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net

Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax; +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@pamho.net

Newcastle —28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000

Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (02) B959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) B957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Mandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 887383/
Fax: +61 {052) 887309

Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02)4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498
RESTAURANTS

Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258

Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 15t floor, QLD 4000/ Tel, +61 (07) 210-0255

Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLDITel. +61 (07) 854-
1016/ E-mail; brishane@pamho.net

Darlinghurst — Govinda's Upstairs, 12 Darlinghurst Road, NSW 2010/ Tel, <61 (02) 9380-5162

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St.. VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9850-2939

Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
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New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300
Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529B King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524 :
NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03} 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663038/
E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Port Moresby, Papua New Guniea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia 5t., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel, +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.nat
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7% miles, Samabula {mail: P.0. Box 2183,
Gov't Bldgs.)/ Tel: +67% 393 599/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0, Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (08) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, 246 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 306-4143
Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road! Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa 5t. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific,
Laucala Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt 5t/ Tel. +679 314154
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./ Tel. +679 312295

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/
E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel, +34 93 302-5194

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, {da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 {035) 494-0705

Budapest — Mariaremetei u. 77, 1028 |1/ Tel, & fax: +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail:budapest@pamho.net

Copenhagen (Hillerad) — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad! Tel. +45 4828-6446/ Fax: +45 4828-7331/
E-mail: iskcon.denmark@pamho.net

Gridinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnas Gard, 14792 Grédinge, Tel.+46 (08) 53029800/
Fax: +46 (08) 53025062 / E-mail: reception@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (1l krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (9) 694-9837/
E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefdnia, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314 or 352-0038/
E-mail: dhira_krsna_das@mail.pt

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096

Oslo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 rug du docteurJean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-0951/
E-mail; nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Praha 5-Zlicin 155 21/ Tel, +42 (02) 5795-0391 or -0401/
Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petits Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086} 322926/
Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Campo de' Fiori 27, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel, +46 (08) 654-3002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881

Trier, Germany — Hujetsmuhle, Boeckingstrasse 4a, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel. +49 (06782) 980436

Vienna — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170/ Tel, & fax: +43 (01) 481-9212

Warsaw — Mysiadio, k. Warszawa, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257}/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Ziitich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2385/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 34118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel. +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-volay, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fo u, 38/ Tel. & fax: +36 (085)
540-002 or 340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net

laly (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Comunale Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)
Tel. +39 {055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 528470

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/
Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Nerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna's Cuising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02} 260-6250

Radhadesh, Belgium — Gopinath's Garden, Rue de Petite Somme 5, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 {086) 321421

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel, +43 (01) 522-2817

Tiirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)*

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh., 125284 (mail: P.O, Box 69)/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)*

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236243

Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pronto.pamho.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 483-9646

Katmandu, Nepal — Budnanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax; +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax; +60 (03) 781-1644

Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranaque, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net

Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: sdas108@hotmail.com

Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo (Subarhu Building)/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9147 or -3811/ Fax. +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)*

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/
Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085

Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitviugt Front, West Goast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec

@ Lima, Peru— Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871

Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F, 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — [contact ISKCON Teresopolis: CP 92430, Varzea, CEP 26951 970/
Tel. +55(021) 262-8208]

San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799

530 Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)*

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Acera-Nsawam Hwy., Medie (mail; P.0. Box 11686, Accra North)
Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net
# Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatswarth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fa: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net
¢ Johanneshurg, South Africa — 7971 Capricon St. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P.0. Box 926, Lenasia. 1820}/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/
Fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/ E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za
& Johanneshurg, South Africa — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park/ Tel. +27 (011) 726-1168 or
(083) 231-0878
Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close. off Osolo Way, Ajaco Estate 7/8 Bus stop. International
Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169/
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. #2654 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quarire Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 686-8576
Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3055,
418 3185/ Fax: +230 418 6470

% New listing  Temples with restaurants or dining e Revisad listing ~ *The full list appears in the Jan/Feb and Jul / Aug issues.
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FEELINGS & PHILOSOPHY
(continued from page 42)

Anger. At the inhuman zealot hi-
jackers and their lying masters. At pig-
headed politicians on all sides who talk
and spend money and never compro-
mise. At the inevitable spiral of mea-
sures and countermeasures now sure
to destroy peace and multiply the pain.

Frustration. With a society that mer-
cilessly slaughters animals and the un-
born, oblivious to the endless, horrific
reactions.

Betrayal. By a billboarded mirage
of enticements collapsed in a pile of
smoldering rubble. By marketers of
false material happiness and security
who have cheated me and left me in
pain with no customer-service desk in
sight.

Detachment. T want to disaffiliate
from this world. I'll do my duties and
live my life, but after seeing this, how
can I again believe that I or anyone else
belongs in such a disgusting, hellish
place?

Krsna, the goal of life! What a good
time to remember You!

The warrior Arjuna once pried a
bit and asked to see his divine friend
Krsna’s form as the material universe.
Arjuna soon regretted it, for in His

universal form Krsna opened His huge,
ferocious, flaming mouth and sucked
in everyone. His razor-sharp teeth
sliced and chewed innumerable arms,
legs, trunks, and heads, like those be-
ing picked today from the dusty New
York rubble.

Seeing Krsna as inevitable death,
Arjuna changed his attitude toward
Him. Arjuna cursed himself for being
too familiar and begged Krsna’s for-
giveness. He lost the sense of friend-
ship and intimacy that Krsna enjoyed.
Instead, Arjuna recoiled into a more
common pose of fear before God al-
mighty.

Arjuna then begged Krsna to with-
draw His ugly, terrible material form
and show Himself again as his beloved
friend and charioteer. Krsna happily
complied.

Today I have seen Krsna’s horrible |

form of material nature. Let me be like
Arjuna. Humbled, sobered, let me pray
to see Krsna in His eternal loving form.
Let me forget my longstanding fasci-
nation with His material energy, for its
backside is death.

Gratitude. I thank Srila Prabhupada
for giving me a chance to live my in-
significant life in Krsna consciousness.

At a victims’ memorial service at

A R )
.;;ﬁ— rv "y .‘*\ﬂ

Vou're Invited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special festi-
val every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. Come by
and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call
your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” page 55.)
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the National Cathedral, Reverend Billy
Graham,“America’s Preacher,” said,*I
have been asked hundreds of times
why God allows tragedy and suffering.
I have to confess that I really do not
know the answer totally, even to my
own satisfaction. I have to accept, by
faith, that God is sovereign and He is a
God of love and mercy and compas-
sion in the midst of suffering. The Bible
says that God is not the author of evil.
It speaks of evil as a ‘mystery.” ”

Reverend Graham is honest. I won-
der if he would appreciate Prabhu-
pada’s explanation of the Vedic answer.
In a nutshell, it’s this:

Evil exists because our purpose in
coming to this world is selfish and god-
less and therefore evil. God is neutral;
if we want to materially enjoy ourselves
without Him, He lets us try. However,
as spiritual beings we are built to love
God, not matter. Material suffering
reminds us of that fact. When one seeks
and finds happiness in God, Krsna, not
in buildings and power and flesh, then
material suffering becomes a great in-
centive for loving God, the true pur-
pose of human life.

The happiness of loving God is not
a beggar’s banquet for material los-
ers. It 1s an endless, varied feast, rich,
healthy, and satisfying, unfettered by
anxiety or guilt.

Philosophy aside, these terrorist at-
tacks are a terrible tragedy. My heart
goes out to all the victims and their
families. Should I give blood or send a
check? For now, I'm writing this in
hopes that someday, by Krsna’s grace,
some of them find comfort in Krsna
consciousness.

To all who suffer over this disaster
and its descendents: you may get retri-
bution, but will it end your suffering?
Enjoyment and suffering are the twin
towers of material life. Please instead
lovingly call out the name of God as
vou address Him. Or join us in chant-
ing Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Réima, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. &

Kalakantha Dasa is an associate editor
for Back to Godhead.

For more reactions to the terrorist at-
tacks, please visit our website, www.
krishna.com.
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DIVINE MADNESS

(continued from page 54)

behavior when intensely absorbed in
love for Krsna. Unfortunately, as long
as we are within this material world,
we must observe social customs to
avoid criticism by the general popu-
lace. This is Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
desire.”

Vaisnava tradition asserts that prac-
titioners should follow the example of
Srila Gaura-kisora Dasa Babaji’s es-
sential Krspa consciousness and not
the particulars of his approach. In other
words, he should be followed but not
imitated. The distinction between fol-
lowing and imitating is brought out by
Srila Ripa Gosvami, who uses the San-
skrit terms anukarini (“one who imi-
tates™) and anusarini (“one who
follows™). In Bhakti-rasamyta-sindhu
(1.2.294-296) he asks practitioners to
follow the essential example of the
great souls and not imitate their exter-
nal behavior. This instruction certainly
applies to how we should respond to
the behavior of Babaji Maharaja.

THE FINAL INSTRUCTION

One day at sunrise, Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta left Navadvipa for the near-
by mud hut where Srila Gaura-kiSora
was staying. He knew that his master
would soon depart. That day, Novem-
ber 16, 1915, Srila Gaura-kiSora en-
tered the eternal pastimes of the Lord.

The head priests of Navadvipa’s
temples and ashrams argued among
themselves about where Srila Gaura-

kiSora’s remains would be interred.
There was an ulterior motive behind
the dispute: the contending parties felt
that establishing Srila Gaura-kisora’s
tomb at their particular ashram or
temple would popularize it and thus
put them in a position to earn consid-
erable money from tourists. But Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta, Gaura-kisora Dasa

| Babaji’s only disciple, opposed their

illegitimate attempts, and in his outspo-
ken way exposed their materialistic
intentions.

Still, they challenged him in a pub-
lic debate, claiming that they were ad-
vanced sannyasis while Bhaktisid-
dhanta Sarasvati was still only a young
man. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta replied in
a voice like thunder:

I am the sole disciple of Parama-
hamsa Babaji Maharaja. Even
though I have not yet accepted san-
nyasa, | am a celibate brahmacari,
and by the grace of Babaji Maha-
raja I am not a hypocritical renun-
ciant secretly addicted to abomi-
nable habits, as most of you are.

If there is someone here whois a
renunciant of truly stainless charac-
ter, then he can come forward and
arrange for the much desired tomb.
I have no objection to that. Anyone
who within the last one year, or six
months, three months, one month, or
even three days has not indulged in
illicit association with the opposite
sex will be able to touch this spiritu-
ally blissful body. If anyone else
touches it, he will be cursed forever.

—From Babaji Maharaja, by
Karnamrta Dasa Adhikari

The police commissioner had
come to the debate expecting a riot.
When he heard Srila Bhaktisiddhan-
ta’s words, he asked, “How will the
evidence for this be produced?”

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta replied, “I
will take them at their word.”

Sensing Bhaktisiddhanta Sara-
svati’s seriousness and strength of pur-
pose, the pseudo spiritualists backed
off. One by one they slowly turned
and walked away in defeat. The police
commissioner was dumbfounded.

On the following day, November 17,
1915, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
laid the body of his guru to rest on a
newly formed sandbar of the Ganges
at Kuliya-gram. The spot was near a
place where Srila Gaura-ki§ora loved
to chant the names of Krsna. Srila

| Gaura-kiSora had reached the highest

levels of love of God, and his disci-
ple, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati,
vowed to give his disciples that same
love. One disciple in particular, His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, imbibed this love
with full enthusiasm and continues to
distribute it throughout the world
through his International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. &3

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contribu-
tor to Back to Godhead. He has writ-
ten several books on Krsna conscious-
ness, the latest of which is Gita on the
Green: The Mystical Tradition Behind
Bagger Vance. e and his wife live near
New York City.
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Leord Caitanya’s associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Padmanabha

(continued)
(October 17-November 1)

NOVEMBER

1—Sri Krsna éaradiyz’i Rasa-
yatra. Disappearance anniversary
of Sri Muréri Gupta, an associate
of Lord Caitanya. Beginning of
Damodara-yrata. Offering lamps
for one month. Also, the fourth
month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from arad dal).

Month of Damodara
(November 2-November 30)

6—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known for
his Bengali devotional songs.

11—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

15—Diwali, the festival of
illuminating Krsna’s temples with
lamps. Call your local Hare Krsna
temple for details.

16—Govardhana Paja, the
festival commemorating the
worship of Govardhana Hill by

CALENDAR

the residents of Vrndavana and
Krsna’s lifting the hill. Call your
local Hare Krsna temple for details.

19—Disappearance anniversary

of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupéda,
Founder-Acarya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Devotees observe this
day with personal remembrances of

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura

Srila Prabhupada, readings from his
biography, and fasting till noon,
followed by feasting.

23— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

26— Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Also, the disap-
pearance anniversary of Srila
Gaurakisora Dasa Babaj, the spiri-
tual master of Srila Bhaktisiddhan-
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ta Sarasvati Thakura, who was
Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual
master. Fasting till noon.

30—Sri Krsna Rasa-yatra. Last
day of Damodara-vrata and
Caturmasya.

Month of Kesava
(December 1-30)

DECEMBER

1—Utpanna Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

26—Moksada Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. Also,
the anniversary of the day on
which Lord Krsna spoke the
Bhagavad-gita.

Month of Narayana
(December 31-January 28)

JANUARY

2—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, the spiritual master of
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Also, disappearance
anniversary of Sripada Gour
Govinda Swami, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada’s and an ISKCON
spiritual master.

9—Saphala Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

14—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known for
his Bengali devotional songs.

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

25—Putrada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.
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28‘O pages, 22 color phnt_()s‘ $i14:95 T A 19740 SB 1 16/4=5
His Divine Grace—by Danavir Goswami. 4781 A 1974 SB 1 16.6-7
Hardbound, 240 pages. $12.95 #19- 1A, 1969: Bg. 4.7-10

E%TT‘.”:;.?{?{S’;M e #80-_1 A 1969: By, 5.26-29; Calciicta, 1973, ™
i e T #81—NY, 1966: Bg. 6.11-21; Mayapur, 1973.
R bRetina: 81 CDs now available. Call for detailed list, or visit us at:

'(I;ra??hrjagﬁflcifeiﬁlrwt;y.fgétsvarfig‘)a$[1)z‘;sa; 5 www‘krishna.comﬂmzaar. SPECIAL OFFER: Free storage %
A Pages. i cas¢ with purchase of 24 CDS[

Remembering Stila Prabhupada—by Sat-

e sisos - HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

Acarya—Compiled by Sesa Dasa. With 2 total purchase of $75 or more, teceive as a gift from us one of the .
Hardbound, 75 pages. $29.95 following 4 items {your choice); Going Home (music-tape}; Jagannath T-Shirt. m@n)

Butter Thiet (book}, 101 packs of Goor Dham incense.
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. . Beyond Illusion and Doubt—by His Divine Grace
pada an: lyzes Western plulosnphers in light of Vedic
- Hardbound, 270 pages, $9 95 -

: Radha—Damodara Vilasa: The Inner Life of Vishnu-
~ jana Swami and Jayananda Prabhu—-by Vaiyasaki

" story of the travelling Radha-Damodara party and the'

“wonderful lives of Visnujana Swami and Jayananda

609 pages, 33 col()r__'photés, 32 b&w photos. $34.95

- the author reveals the message of the Gita in this easy-to-
- understand edition. Softbound, 160 pages, $14.95

. Inside the Hare Krishna Movement—by Mukunda
 Goswami. An inside look at the movement’s growth over
.a ten-year period and at the role ISKCON Communica-

- Vaisnava Compassion—by Satsvariupa Dasa Goswami.
- This book seeks to analyze both the standard understand-

of the human element in its expression. Hardbound

4@#@ #Q. Q«%

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada: Srila Prabhu-

philosophy. Discussions originally pubhsha,d in BTG.

dasa Adhikari. Vaiyasaki Désa has written an enthralling

Prabhu. The book is a t'es_timoni:zil to Stila Prabhupada’s
power to turn "hippies into happies." Hardbound,

ey,
Beginning
A hanetbook for parents
and educators of young childeen

Bh_agavad Gita, The SQI:lg Divine—by 0 E. Wood—
ham (Kalakantha Dasa). In concise, entertaining poetry,

From the Very Beginning—by Nataka-candrika Dasi.
A wonderful resoource for parents and a valuable guide for
anyone interested in operating a Krsna concious nUrsery.
school. Softhound, 160 pages, $1 1.95

tions has played in Srila Prabhupada’s mission. Hard-
bound with jacket, 278 pages, $17.95

Ramayana—Retold by Krishna Dharma. A beautiful
retelling of the well-known story of Lord Ramacandra,
who was banned to the forest, where His pastime of killing
the evil Ravana unfolds. Hardbound, 403 pages, $27.95

Mahabharata: The Condensed Version of the
World’s Greatest Epic—Retold by Krishna Dharma.
This new rendition retains the majestic mood of the :
ori-ginal, plunging the reader into a wondrous and R
ancient world of adventure and spirituality. Hardbound \Q‘\ :
with jacket, 284 pages, $17.95 a

ing of compassion for the Vaisnava—the actual presenta-
tion of Krsna conscious knowledge—and the importance

with jacket, 170 pages. $14.95



ST Quick Vegetarian Dishes—by Kurma

/ Dasa. The third from Kurma, especially for
people on the run. Hardbound, 219 pages,
over 155 recipes, $24.95. Also available:
Lessons from Kurma’s award-winning TV
series. Visit our online bazaar:
www.krsna.com/bazaarfvideos_cooking.htm
The Book of Eggfree Cakes—by Cintia
Stammers. Nothing is missing in this book
for anyone with a sweet tooth, Hardbound,
254 pages, $19.95

Food for Peace: Super Simple Vegetar-
ian Cooking for Everyone—by Rambhoru
devi dasi. Savories, soups, sweets, and salads.
Special chapter on Ekadasi dishes.

- Softbound, 151 pages, $6.95

| Foo® fowr
peace w

- super smple vegetarin cookg for everyone - |-
Muss( (Ds (VanousArtlsts) Videos ===

Yasomati Nandana—Prapannam Dasa: Morning Medita- ¥ ' — mn)
Traditional songs in traditional melodies tions—A morning ——
accompanied by tablas, keyboard, and program on video: e X uj 5"
harmonium. Exquisite vocals that invoke the Srila Prabhupada sl S e
transcendental realm. Includes: Radha Krishna chanting japa in his room in LA (30 min* el
Bol, Svi Rupa Manjari Pada, Sri Gurvastakam, utes), Prabhupada performing abhiseka and ——
Jaya Radha Madhava. $14.95 “offering arati, devotees worshiping deities i)
Nadia—Bada Haridas, Vishvambhar, and (preparing arati trays, bhoga plates, greeting T
friends. Youthful, vibrant bhajanas with the deities, etc.), Prabhupada singing Jaya e
traditional drums, flutes, sitar, harmonium, ‘Radha Madhava. $19.95 =

¢ and more. Songs include Nadiya Godrume Memories Series—31 in all, each $19.95; . —
Nityananda Mahdjana, Narada Muni, Krsna Special price for any 10, $150. Save $49.50!
Jinaka, Doyal Nitai Caitanya. $14.95 Srimad-Bhagavatam Lectures—8 lectures, ==
Arati Songs: Krishna Balarama Mandir, each $24.95 wd o

Vrindavana—led by Nitai Dasa. Studio Srila Prabhupada’s Life—Acarya Series,
rccordi"ng of Gurvastakam, Vibhavari Sesa, Images Series, more. Each $24.95.
Tulast Arati, etc. $12.95 Festivals with Srila Prabhupada—

12 festival lectures, each $19.95

New Bhajana e
By Swarupa Damodar Das |

M~
- —
. —
e
%
Each studio recording includes accompani- Geet Govind (Vol. 1)-—Hari He Doyala q
ment by traditional and modern Indian Mora, Vibhavari Sesa, Parama Koruna,
instruments. _ Radha Krishna Prana Mora, Sri Krishna %
Hari Vandana (Vol. 1)—Mangala Aarti, Chaitanya Prabhu, Pralaya Payodhi Jale,
Narsimha Aarti, Tulsi Aarti, Sikshashtakam. Jaya Radha Madhava. $14.95
$14.95 Geet Govind (Vol. 2)—Yadi Gaur Na

| Hari Vandana (Vol. 2)—Guru Puja, Brahma ' Hoito, Jaya Radhe Jaya Krishna, Je Anilo
& Sambhita, Damodarashtakam, Gawra Arati. Prema Dhana, Radha Krishna Bol Bol, %
$14.95 Manasa Deho Geho, Jaya Jaya Jagannath,
Mangalastakam (Vol. l)—Madhumshtakam Boro Kripa Koile Krishna, $14.95 |
(by Vallabhacharya), Damodarashakeam, Namamrta—Maha-mantra in four ragas:

Devalashtakam, Jagannathashtakam, Raga P’:‘abhac, Raga Bhatiyar, Raga Shree,
Sacisutashtakam. $14.95 Raga Jog. $14.95 m &m )



Our Bestselling Shirts
Back to Godhead (a)—Prabhupada is pictured
reading his favorite magazine, with the quote
BTG is my life and soul” on the back. L and
~ X-L only, $12.95; Jagannatha (b)—S, M only,
$14.95; Maha-Manira (c)—L only, $14.95

New from Bangalore Design (Gumkuli—made}

—_—r g
;j:—: - * Cotton/Spandex—Baby Boy Blue (a), Sweet Gopis (b),
: Govinda & Cow (c). 100% Cotton—Radha & Krsna on
o= St () Shy Radba (=5, B19.95 ench
——
[l e e s e I e T ST j K =
- . : - rsna Figurines
== BTG Service Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar e
=T P.O, Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA » (800) 800-3284 - $12.95; Kmm in oval
p—rp— Qutside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641 - frame with stand and
E-mail: brgsubs@pamho.net « Web: www.krishna.com . wall-hanger, 5", $9.95;
did Don't forget your FREE glft with $75 purchase! (See page 63.) S Butter Thief, with oval
Please send me: s Qty. Amuunt N base, 4", $9.95; Butter
W% Thief, with square base
(not bhOW’I‘l) 3’ $7.95; Baby Krsna with -
Parrots, wall-hanging, 7", $12.95
Subtotal |

Payment method:

[1 Check [ money order S/H (min. $4.00)*
[liGrestsrd 3 Amt. enclosed .
Malke checks payable to BTG Service Center. (US funds only.) For subscrip-

tions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit
cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name Tel. :

Address Apt.

Ciry Stare Zip = ! i —
Card no. Exp. Srila Prabhupada’s Lotus Feet
Signature Clear lucite in a free-standing design,

5"x 3.5", $5.95. Life-size relief, painted
gold, $49.95

* Mainland USA please add minimum of $4.00 or 10% of order value.
Orders outside USA add 30% of order value.
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Vedic Thoughts

Man and woman should live
together as householders in relationship
with Krsna, only for the purpose
of discharging duties in the service of
Krsna. Engage the children, engage the
wife, and engage the husband,
all in Krsna conscious duties, and then
all these bodily or material attachments
will disappear. Since the via medium
is Krsna, the consciousness is pure,
and there is no possibility of
degradation at any time.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.31.42, Purport

2

In the spiritual world, the
individual soul eats, plays, and enjoys.

Chandogya Upanisad 8.12.3

L 2

The sixteen words of the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra—

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are especially
meant for counteracting the sins
of the age of Kali. To save oneself
from the contamination of this age
there is no alternative but to
chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.
After searching through all
the Vedic literature, one cannot find
a method of religion for this age
so sublime as the chanting of Hare Krsna.

Lord Brahma
Kali-santarana Upanisad 5.6

O son of Maharaja Nanda [Krsna],
I am Your eternal servitor, yet somehow
or other I have fallen into the ocean
of birth and death. Please pick me up from
this ocean of death and place me as one of
the atoms of Your lotus feet.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Sri Siksastaka 5

L 2

When one understands that
the Supreme Personality of Godhead
and the individual spirit souls are
eternally distinct entities, he becomes
qualified for liberation and lives
eternally in the spiritual world.

Svetasvatara Upanisad 1.6
L J

One should fix one’s mind on Krsna
by any means. All the rules and
prohibitions mentioned in the scriptures
should be the servants of this principle.

Srila Rapa Gosvami
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.4

L 2

The foolish with a poor fund
of knowledge cannot know the
transcendental nature of the forms,
names, and activities of the Lord,
who is playing like an actor
in a drama. Nor can they express
such things, neither in their
speculations nor in their words.

Sri Stta Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.37

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.



Make Someone
Very Happy

Send the people close to you BACK TO GODHEAD.

Back to Godhead is the only color magazine dedicated
to the Absolute Truth, Sri Krsna. Send a little extra spirit
throughout the year to three of your friends and family.

SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER!
Save 38% on the first gift and 50% off each additional gift!
$15.95 for one gift subscription, $12.00 for each additional.*

To order call toll-free: 1-800-800-3284. (Outside USA and Canada,
call 1-336-871-2620.) Visit us at www.krishna.com.

*Prices are in US dollars and valid for US and Canadian subscriptions only. For all other countries, add $9. Credit cards

accepted. Offer expires 3/31/02. Published bimonthly (6 issues). Send to: BTG, P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.



