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COVER A pilgrim respectfully carries deities

of Gaura-Nitai (Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
Nityananda Prabhu) during the Hare Krsna
movement’s annual pilgrimage throughout Vraja
Mandala, the land of Krsna’s birth and pastimes.
Please see the article beginning on page 44.
(Photo by Nrsimhha Kavaca Dasa.)

“People do not know
all these things—how
nature is working, how
God is managing.
They do not know
God. This is the defect
of modern society.
They do not care what
is the real nature of
God."—p. 33

WELCOME

. - g IN THIS ISSUE, three arti-
, cles have to do with pilgri-

mage. “The Authenticity of

Spiritual Places” discusses

£ the qualifications of holy

sites and the proper mood

s for visiting them. The cover
story takes us to the holiest of holy places—
Vraja Mandala—where for the last fourteen
years Hare Krsna devotees from around the
world have gathered during the month of
Kartika (October—-November) to tour the
sacred spots where Lord Krsna sported fifty
centuries ago. In contrast to the barefoot pil-
grims walking miles a day around Vraja
Mandala, in “The Ride to Rama Giri” two
pilgrims on motorcycles make their way to a
holy site connected with Lord Ramacandra.

Although the original places associated
with Lord Krsna and His incarnations are all
in India, His devotees create new pilgrimage
sites wherever they carry His message. Each
summer, Indradyumna Swami and a group
of devotees put on dozens of Krsna festivals
in Poland. Thousands of people attend,
attracted by the spiritual culture of India.
But not everyone welcomes a pilgrimage site
in his homeland. “For the Gentle and the
Ruffians” shows that devotees of the Lord
sometimes have to face danger to deliver the
message of Krsna to lands far from His Vraja
Mandala home.

Hare Krsna.—Nagardja Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

e To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

¢ To expose the faults of materialism.

e To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

e To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

® To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

» To help every living being remember
and serve Sti Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Religion and Science

BTG magazine is meant to enlighten
its readers about their spiritual iden-
tity, about God, and about the spiri-
tual world. It is also meant to give
information about the revealed scrip-
ture to first-time readers. It is not
meant to confuse or put doubts in the
minds of the innocent or doubtful
readers with useless polemics. There
is a flood of those in all the public
media.

Sadaputa Dasa’s article “Challen-
ges Facing Science and Religion” in
the March/April issue was one of
such polemics. It is absurd to try to
compare the revealed sastras [scrip-
tures] with mundane science. Vedic
sastras, being revealed by the Su-
preme Person, Lord Sri Krsna Him-
self, are perfect. They are superior to
earthly religions. Thus it automati-
cally follows that they are far super-
ior to the mental speculation of
philosophers and the observations
and experiments of mundane scien-
tists, both of whom deal with this
material creation only. To try to com-
pare these is foolish, and the danger
of such an attempt lies in its false,
seeming objectivity. That is the intel-
lectual plane only. The sastras deal
with the Absolute, and thus the
incompatibility.

The suggestion that there is still
much that religion does not know
contradicts statements of sastra and
of the Lord Himself. He reveals to us
in His Bhagavad-gita (7.2): “1 shall
now declare unto you in full this
knowledge, both phenomenal and
numinous. This being known. nothing
further shall remain for you [mis-
guided humanity] to know.” Yes,
Vedic sastra does know everything.

D.D.
Vancouver, B.C., Canada

SADAPUTA DASA REPLIES: The
original source of the Vedic sastras
knows everything, but the Vedic texts
available in human society do not
contain all knowledge. Brahma has
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editions of the sastras that are much
more extensive than the texts we have,
and these editions certainly contain
more knowledge than is available to us.
Srila Prabhupada said of Srila Vyasa-
deva, “He composed many millions of
Sanskrit verses, and we are just trying
to receive a fragmental knowledge out
of them by our tiny efforts only.”

Note that the Bhagavatam in
human society contains 18,000 verses,
while the Bhagavatan on the heavenly
planets is much longer. It may be that
there is nothing that religion does not
know, but this is only true of religion as
understood in the spiritual world.
Human followers of religion should
hesitate before claiming that they
know everything by virtue of their reli-
gion. For this reason, religious preach-
ers should take a humble position
when discussing matters of knowledge.

One of the missions of Back to
Godhead is to convey spiritual knowl-
edge to people who regard modern
science as their primary source of
knowledge. Srila Prabhupada wanted
us to preach to these people, and he
created the Bhaktivedanta Institute for
this purpose. To reach scientifically
inclined people, it is necessary to ad-
dress questions that arise from appar-
ent conflicts between scientific and
religious teachings. If a person with
limited religious knowledge claims to
know everything and dismisses scien-
tific knowledge out of hand, this will
not create a good impression or result
in successful preaching, It is better to
take a humble attitude, realizing that
there is much that one does not know
about both religion and science.

Nectarean Benefits

I have always been in appreciation of
the success of BTG right from Srila
Prabhupada’s time. As a reader of
BTG for several years now, I would
like to express my heartfelt good
wishes for this magazine to continue
for many years more and benefit
humanity as ever.




I was especially thankful to BTG
when [ was able to narrate the story of
Madhu and Lord Alarnath (May/June
2000) to our relatives when we went to
India. They loved to hear the story and
have promised to express their love for
the Lord as did little Madhu.

As a resident in the restricted coun-
tries of the Middle East, where getting
BTG (or any other books for that mat-
ter) is not possible through mail, we
receive the issues a little late when peo-
ple from India bring them. We all look
forward to receiving them as early as
possible to derive their nectarean bene-
fits. Thanks for the wonderful articles.

Radha Rati Devi Dasl
Via the Internet

Pebbles of Service

I just wanted to thank you for another
excellent issue (May/June 2001). I
always look forward to receiving my
issues (through BBT membership). 1
was particularly touched by the article
on Jayananda Dasa and his engaging
drunks in Krsna’s service. Such honest
and simple preaching is an inspiration.
As a new devotee, and shy as well,
preaching and even really talking about
Krsna is intimidating to me. I hope that
someday I can begin to follow in Jay-
ananda Dasa’s footsteps and learn how
to engage people in such a sweet and
sincere way, on their own level. People
may not be able to lift giant boulders as
Hanuman did, but perhaps they can be
like the spider and bring pebbles of
devotional service to Krsna’s lotus feet.
Bhaktin Christi
North Carolina

Ignoring the Lure

The article “A Modern Saint” was
excellent reading, It is truly unbeliev-
able that even in this Kali-yuga there
are people from common walks of life
who are strong enough to ignore the
lure of materialistic desires and spend
their life in the service of Krsna. Sriman
Jayananda Dasa is truly a modern saint
and an inspirational role model for us.

Thank you, and especially Bhayahari
Dasa, for enlightening us on this
modern saint.
Debjit Banerjee
Norco, California

Krsna’s Gentle Nudge

Your article on Jaydnanda Prabhu was
such a wonderful dose of inspiration
for me, especially at a time when,
admittedly, my faith in ISKCON has
been slipping. I have been paying too
much attention to the bad publicity
lately and have let it affect my better

judgment and have not listened to what

my heart has been telling me all along,
Thank the Lord for my BTG subscrip-
tion!

When I read about Jayénanda, 1
could feel the gentle hand of Krsna
nudging me back. What a wonderful
example of the simple devotion
ISKCON can teach us to have. [ fin-
ished the article in tears and have
begun chanting my rounds again. Keep
up the wonderful service.

Neal Carr
Portland, Oregon

Deep Philosophy Made Easy

I really enjoyed the July/August issue.
The article “Radharani, The Feminine
Side of God” by Satyaraja Prabhu was
one of the best articles I have ever read

| in BTG. I am always a fan of Satya-

raja’s writing, but this article truly blew
me away. What is typically pretty deep
philosophy, sometimes a bit difficult to
follow and digest, was casily read and
understood—having been written in a
clever and personal way. Thanks!

Nitai Priya Devi Dasi

Via the Internet ¥

Please write to us at: BTG, P.O. Box
430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA. Or: BTG,
33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. {Phone: (022) 618-1718.] E-mail:
editors@pamho.net

What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on in the mod-
ern world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
millenniums ago. The Gita and the
other Vedic scriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chant-
ing of the names of God, especially
as found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short alike the uin but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike the iin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the riinrim,and clike the chin chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual llames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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GOVINDA

The Original Person

If personal qualities were absent from the origin of everything,
they would not be present in the material world.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

HE WORD Govinda refers to

one who gives pleasure to the
cows and the senses. There are
many incarnations of Godhead, but
Govinda [Krsna] is the adi-purusa,
or the original person. As such He
is not technically an incarnation of
God but is God Himself, the source
of incarnations. Govinda is not some
impersonal effulgence or void but
a person complete in every respect.
Unless the origin of everything

is a person, how can so many persons or individual
living entities—be they men, animals, demigods,
trees, or plants—exist all over the universe?
Every living entity is an individual spirit soul, and
every individual spirit soul is a person. How,
then, can the origin of everything be impersonal
and nothing more? Personal qualities must be
there in Him; otherwise they cannot be reflected
in this material world. This, then, is the conclu-
sion of Lord Brahma in the verse govindam adi-
purusam tam aharit bhajami. Lord Brahma is the

original creature in this universe,
and in Brahma-samhita he states
that his origin is also a person. “I
worship that original person,” he
states throughout Brahma-sarihira.

The whole world is laboring un-
der the impersonal conception. No
one actually knows anything, of
course, but they have developed an
impersonal philosophy by means
of speculation. But how can this
impersonalism stand? It is contra-
dicted at every step of our experience, for every
individual entity is a person, and the compete
whole from which all entities emanate is also a
person. Adi purusam.

LORD BRAHMA’S KNOWLEDGE

This is the verdict of Lord Brahma, who, hav-
ing created the universe, knows well what is within

| this universe. We have very little knowledge of

what is within this universe, and what is beyond
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If it were possible to trace our origins back
to the beginning of creation, we would find the
original person whom Brabhma is praising.

is totally unknown to us. This is not
the case with Lord Brahma, however.
Lord Brahma is adi-kavaye, which
means that he is the original learned
person, the creator of this universe.
Tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye muh-
yanti yat siurayah [Srimad-Bhﬁgﬂ vatam
1.1.1]. The origin of everything, the
Absolute, the sunmmum bonum, cannot
be impersonal, for He is the origin of
the person Brahma. We have no expe-
rience of a person coming from some-
thing impersonal; because my father is
a person, I am also a person. If we trace
back through our family trees, we will
find that one person comes from an-
other person, and somehow, if it were
possible to trace our origins back to the
beginning of creation, we would find
the original person whom Brahma is
praising. The origin of the universe is

not void, nor is it some primeval muck,

but the origin is a learned person.

Brahma, being the first creature, re-
ceived his knowledge from the ori-
ginal person, and that is described in
jrfniad-Bhégavarani. The word brah-
ma means jiana, or knowledge. One
may question how Brahma could learn
from another person if he is the origi-
nal creature in the universe. Who was
the spiritual master who imparted
knowledge to him?

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is indi-
cated that that knowledge came from
within the heart of Brahma. God is situ-
ated in everyone's heart, and although
Brahma was the first and only creature
at the time, the other person, the adi-
purusa, was within his heart. It is also
stated in Bhagavad-gita (18.61) that
isvara, the Supreme Lord, is situated
within everyone’s heart and is giving
directions to everyone.

iSvarah sarva-bhutanari
hrd-dese ‘rjuna tisthati

bhramayan sarva-bhiitani
yantrarudhani mayaya

“The Supreme Lord is situated in | to others who do not want to turn to

everyone's heart, O Arjuna, and is di-
recting the wanderings of all living en-
tities, who are seated as on a machine,
made of the material energy.”

Those who are not devotees cannot
understand how it is that Krsna or God
is giving instructions within the heart,
but those who are devotees can under-
stand. The devotees therefore are try-
ing to hear the Lord from within, but
in order to hear properly, this special
qualification is needed. One must be
at a certain stage of spiritual advance-
ment. In Bhagavad-gita (10.10) Krsna
indicates that to those who are devoted
to Him, He gives the means whereby
they can understand Him:

tesani satata-yuktanar
bhajatam priti-piirvakam

dadami buddhi-yogam tam
yena mam upayanti te

“To those who are constantly devoted
to serving Me with love, I give the un-
derstanding by which they can come
to Me.”

The words fesam satata-yuktanarm
mean “to be engaged.” The devolees
of Krsna engage full time in devotional
service out of love (priti-parvakam).
The devotees always enjoy thinking,
“Here is an opportunity to serve
Krspa.” The more they engage in ser-
vice, the more they are pleased and the
faster they make advancement in spiri-
tual life. There is no question of retire-
ment. When we perform some material
service, we get tired and think, “Oh, I
have worked so much. Now let me take
a vacation.” However, when one per-
forms spiritual service, he actually gets
more energy and says, “Let me serve
more.” To such a sincere devotee, the
Lord, sitting within the heart, gives in-
structions: “Do this, and you will very
soon come to Me.”

He also gives different instructions |
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Him. “You want to do this? Here is
your opportunity then. If you want to
steal, then go ahead.” If we wish not
to turn to Krsna, if we wish to forget
Him completely, He will give us that
tacility, for He is always satisfying our
desires.

Consequently it is stated in the
Bhagavad-gita (15.15) that He gives us
remembrance of Himself and also al-
lows us to forget, if that is our desire.

sarvasya caham hrdi sannivisto
mattah smrtir jianam apohanam ca

vedai§ ca sarvair aham eva vedyo
vedanta-krd veda-vid eva caham

“I am seated in everyone’s heart, and
from Me come remembrance, knowl-
edge, and forgetfulness. By all the
Vedas 1 am to be known; indeed I am
the compiler of Vedanta, and I am the
knower of the Vedas.”

NoOT A PERSON LIKE Us

Ordinary persons cannot under-
stand how God can be a person be-
cause they think, “God must be a
person like me.” Therefore in some of
the scriptures a personality is denied,
for as soon as the foolish accept a per-
sonality, they think, “God is a person
like me.” Therefore it is said, “God is
not a person,” and in some religions,
like the Judaic religion, even images of
God in the form of pictures or statues
are not allowed. But this is not to say
that God is not a person at all. When
it is said that God is not a person, we
should understand that He is not a
person like us. In actuality, He is a
person, but He is a different kind of
person. I§varah paramah krsnah sac-
cid-ananda-vigrahah: His personality is
eternal; His body does not die like ours.
His body is full of bliss, whereas our
body is full of misery. His body is full



of knowledge, whereas ours is full of
ignorance. And He is isvara, the con-
troller, whereas we are the controlled.
How, then, can God be a person like
us?

Because we are incapable of under-
standing how the Absolute Truth can
be a person, we have to take lessons
from Brahma, the supreme poet and
sage of the universe who is the first cre-
ated person. We are in the Brahma-
sampradaya, or the disciplic succession
starting from Lord Brahma; therefore
we accept Brahma's statements and
worship adi-purusam, Govinda.

We may not know that adi-purusa,
but if we follow in the footsteps of the
acaryas, great spiritual teachers, we
will not have difficulty. Govinda gives
Brahma instructions from within his
heart, and Brahma gives instructions

to his disciple Narada, and Narada |

gives instructions to his disciple Vyasa.
Vyasa’s disciple Madhvacarya repeats
the same message, then Isvara Puri,
and then his disciple Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, then the Gosvamis, and so on.
In this way knowledge is received by
parampard, step by step in the discip-
lic succession. When the same mes-
sage is repeated without deviation, the
knowledge is transmitted perfectly.

INCARNATIONS
OF GODHEAD

From the $astras, or scriptures, we
learn that the ddi-purusa, or original
person, expands Himself in many in-
carnations. These incarnations are di-
verse, and their activities are described
in Srfmad~BhégavaMm. On one occa-
sion Lord Krsna incarnated as a boar,
Varaha, and lifted the world up when
it was merged within the waters of
the Garbhodaka Ocean. The demon
Hiranyaksa pushed the earth within
the watery half of the universe, and
Lord Krsna, in the shape of a boar, not
only delivered the planet but annihi-
lated the demon. On another occasion
the Lord appeared as a small fish in a
water pot, and as time elapsed this fish

shall protect them.”

Therefore Jayadeva Gosvami sings
in his prayer, “My Lord, in the shape
of a fish You saved the Vedas when

| there was devastation.”

got bigger and had to be taken to a |

IESErvoir.

The fish kept increasing in size, and
when He was quite huge He informed
Manu,“Devastation is coming. Take all
the Vedas and put them in a boat, and I

The incarnations of Godhead are
described in prayers offered by Jaya-
deva Gosvami, a Vaisnava poet who
appeared about seven hundred years
before Lord Caitanya. Jayadeva was a
great devotee, and he wrote a very fa-
mous song about the Lord called Gita-
govinda. He offers another prayer to
the tortoise incarnation. Once the de-
mons and demigods were using a great
hill as a churning rod and were churn-
ing the ocean with it. The resting place
of the churning rod was the shell of the
tortoise incarnation.

Jayadeva therefore prayed: “You
appeared as a tortoise just to be a rest-
ing place for the churning rod. Your
back itched, and You accepted this hill
as a rod to scratch the itch.”

In another incarnation, Nrsirmha-
deva, the Lord appeared in order to
save Prahlada Maharaja, a five-year-
old boy who was being tortured by his
atheistic father. The Lord appeared
from a pillar of the father’s palace as a
half-man, half-lion. Prahlada’s father,
Hiranyakasipu, had received a bene-
diction from Lord Brahma that assured
him that he would not be killed by any
man or animal, so the Lord appeared
neither as man nor an animal. We of-
ten think that we can thus cheat the
Lord by our intelligence, but the Lord
is more intelligent than we.

In another incarnation the Lord
appeared as Vamana, a dwarf. Lord
Vamana appeared before Bali Maha-
raja, who had conquered all the uni-
versal planets and had thus disturbed
the demigods.

Vamana said, “I am a brahmana,
and I have come to beg from you.”

Bali Maharaja said, “Yes, I'll give
You what You want.”

The dwarf asked for only three feet
of land, and Bali Mahéraja granted His
wish. Vamanadeva then took one step
and covered half the universe, and then
He took another step and covered the
other half.

Bali Maharaja then said, “There is
no place for You to take the third step,
so please place Your foot on my head.”

In another incarnation, as Parasu-
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In Bhagavad-gita there are instructions
teaching us how we can gradually understand God
and see Him personally, face to face.

rama, the Lord killed all of the ksatriya
kings twenty-one times because of the
kings’ dishonesty. From the history of
the Mahabharata, it can be understood
that at that time some of the ksatriyas
fled and took shelter in Europe, and
consequently modern Europeans are
descendants of those ksatriyas.

As Lord Rama, the Lord fought
with Ravana, a demon with ten heads,
and ruled the earth as an ideal king.

As Balarama, the elder brother of
Krsna and the incarnation of Sankar-
sana, the Lord was very beautiful, white
in complexion, and He wore blue gar-
ments. Once He became angry with
the Yamuna River, and He threatened
to dry it up. Out of fear of Balarama,
the Yamuna agreed to cooperate with
Him.

As Lord Buddha, the Lord de-
stroyed the Vedic principles with flaw-
less logic and is therefore considered
an atheist. Lord Buddha, however, was

an incarnation of Krsna, and he denied |

the Vedas in order to save animals that
were being sacrificed according to the
injunctions of the Vedas. In the name
of Vedic sacrifice, people were im-
properly killing animals, and the Lord,
as Lord Buddha, appeared to preach
nonviolence.

Atthe end of this age, Kali-yuga, the
Lord will appear as Kalki. According
to the Vedas, Kalki will appear 427,000
years from now, and His mission will
simply be to kill. Lord Krsna gave in-
structions in the form of Bhagavad-gita,
but Lord Kalki will not give any in-
structions. At the end of Kali-yuga
people will be so degraded that they
will not be able to understand any in-
structions; therefore the only recourse
will be to kill them. One who is killed
by the Lord attains salvation. This is
one of the Lord’s all-merciful quali-
ties; whether He protects or kills the
result is the same. Thus Kalki will
appear at the last stage of Kali-yuga
and annihilate everything, and after

* ® @

that time, Satya-yuga (the Golden
Age) will begin again.

In this way we can see that God is
not only a person as the adi-purusa, the
original person, but that He manifests
Himself throughout the universe in in-
numerable incarnations and expan-
sions that are also personal in quality.

SEEING GOD

Despite all this, we often challenge
the Lord and say, “There is no God,”
or “I am God,” or even “I don’t care
for God.” Despite this attitude, which

| is typical of this age, God is there, and
| we can see Him at every moment. If

we deny God’s personality, then He
will be present before us as cruel death.
In Bhagavad-gita there are instructions
teaching us how we can gradually un-
derstand God and see Him personally,
face to face. In Bhagavad-gita the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead Him-
self states, “I am the taste of water, I
am the sunlight, I am the moonlight, I
am the vibration of sound in the sky,
and amongst great personalities I am
the greatest.” If anyone is actually se-
rious about understanding God, or the
science of God, he can follow the in-
junctions given in Bhagavad-gita and
realize God in so many ways. Every-

one is tasting water daily, so if we re- |

member that God is the taste of water,
then God realization begins. Who has
not seen the moon or the sun? And
who has not heard sound vibrating in
the air? In so many ways we can see,
feel, and hear God. Everyone sees God
at every moment, but the atheists claim
they do not see Him because He does
not exist.

Without God consciousness, or
without Krsna consciousness, there
cannot be any peace. Everyone is han-
kering after peace, but no one knows
how to achieve it. Therefore this Krsna
consciousness movement is promoting
the greatest welfare work in the world.
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The process of understanding this
science of Krsna is made very easy in
this age by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
through the chanting of the holy names
of God: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
In the Vedas it is stated that in this age
people are so fallen that they cannot
realize God by any of the prescribed
methods; therefore it is recommended
that by chanting the holy names of God
in this age one can get all the benefits
derived in previous ages from medita-
tion, temple worship, and sacrifice.

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is
Krspa Himself, instructs us that the
holy name of God is nondifferent from
the Supreme Lord; therefore all the
energy that God has is also there in His
holy name. On the absolute platform
there is no difference between the holy
name of God and God Himself,

Caitanya Mahaprabhu said that
there are no hard and fast rules for
chanting the name of God, and there-
fore the names can be chanted any-
where and everywhere. In this age the
blind are following the blind, for no one
knows the aim and objective of human
society or the perfection of human life.
Life is perfected through self-realiza-
tion and the reestablishment of our lost
relationship with the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. This Krsna con-
sclousness movement is attempting to
enlighten human society on this impor-
tant point. According to Vedic civiliza-
tion, the perfection of life is to realize
one’s relationship with Krsna. From
Bhagavad-gita we can understand that
all living entities—not only human be-
ings, but animals and lower life forms—
are parts and parcels of God.The parts
of anything are meant to serve the
whole, just as the hands are meant to
serve the body. Similarly, as living en-
tities that are part of God, we are duty
bound to serve Him.

(please turn to page 42)



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—I ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thaknra—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada,

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru’).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of natare—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—I ord Krsna's consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—*chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe’’).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, él‘imén, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and dsramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vindavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.






AUTHENTICITY
OF SPIRITUAL
PLACES

Pilgrimages can enhance our devotion
to the Lord, provided we go to authorized
holy places, and in the proper mood.

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

‘ ’i J HEN SRI CAITANYA Mahaprabhu—Krsna Himself in the
role of His own devotee—was present on earth five hundred
years ago, He sometimes traveled to holy places, or firthas.
Not only did He tour South India, but He traveled to Vrndavana,
Lord Krsna’s eternal abode on earth. When Lord Caitanya was about
to leave for Vrndavana, King Prataparudra ordered his servants and
soldiers to accompany the Lord, to make His path easier and espe-
cially to erect monuments at each place the Lord stopped. It is said
that anyone who visits places where Lord Caitanya stopped even
briefly will receive great benefit from such firthas.

Wherever the Lord went, tremendous crowds of pious people
followed Him to get a glimpse of Him and receive His blessings. He
was always merciful to the people, but sometimes He would escape
without their knowledge and go on to the next place.

Raghava Pandita, seeing the great crowds following the Lord,
took the Lord away to his house. The Lord stayed at Raghava Pan-
dita’s place for one day. The next morning He went to Kumarahatta.

Srila Prabhupada writes:

From Kumarahatta, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu went to Kaificana-
palli (also known as Kancadapada), where Sivananda Sena lived. Af-
ter staying two days at Sivananda’s house, the Lord went to the house
of Vasudeva Datta. From there He went to the western side of Nava-
dvipa, to the village called Vidyanagara. From Vidyanagara He went
to Kuliya-grama and stayed at Madhava Dasa’s house. He stayed there
one week and excused the offenses of Devananda and others. Due to
Kavirdja Gosvami’s mentioning the name of Santipurdcarya, some
people think that Kuliya is a village near Kancadapada. Due to this
mistaken idea, they invented another place known as New Kuliyara
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Even when a holy place is established as authentic,
the question still must be raised as to
our own eligibility to understand its mood.

Pata. Actually such a place does not
exist. Leaving the house of Vasudeva
Datta, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
went to the house of Advaita Acarya.
From there He went to the western
side of Navadvipa, to Vidyanagara,
and stayed at the house of Vidyi-
vacaspati. These accounts are given
in the Caitanya-bhagavata, Caitanya-
mangala, Caitanya-candrodaya-
ndtaka, and Caitanya-carita-kavya.
Srila Kavirdja Gosvami has not
vividly described this entire tour;
therefore, on the basis of Caitanya-
caritamyta, some unscrupulous peo-
ple have invented a place called
Kuliyara Pata near Kancadapada.
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madh ya
16.205, Purport)

From this information we can un-
derstand that some so-called holy
places are not authentic. What, then,
constitutes an actual holy place?

Before Srila Prabhupada’s arrival in
the West, we knew very little of holy
places. We knew that a church or syna-
gogue was meant to be a holy place,
and we may have had a conception
that the heart was meant to be a holy
place, the seat of God. We may have
even known of what is called the Holy
Land in the Middle East. But we cer-
tainly knew nothing of the holy places
in India, or of the details that made
a place holy in the first place.

Often it is difficult to ascertain the
exact location of a tirtha. It is too
easy, especially with the influx of
comparatively naive Western pilgrims
to India, for people to create a holy
place to bring in money. Vaisnavas and
others, however, usually contest the
authenticity of such places.

QUALIFICATIONS
OF A HoLY PLACE

The main qualification for a place
to become holy is that the Lord or His

e o 0

pure devotee appeared or had pas-
times there. For Gaudiya Vaisnavas, fol-
lowers of Lord Caitanya, Vrndavana
and Mayapur are the main firthas. In
the present age, Kali-yuga, holy places
tend to become covered by the ma-
terial energy, so it is sometimes diffi-
cult to understand the mood of such
places.

Even when a holy place is estab-

| lished as authentic, the question still

must be raised as to our own eligibility

| to understand its mood. A holy place

must be approached with the proper
spiritual attitude and humility if we are
to gain anything by visiting it.
Nowadays, devotees in the Hare
Krsna movement are more concerned
with the question of how to define holy
places because they are living in places
established by Srila Prabhupada, not
only in India but in the West. Are
ISKCON temples holy places? Most of
the land now owned by ISKCON was
once owned by persons with no inten-

tion of its becoming a firtha. We usu- |
ally cannot claim that the site of a |

temple has historical integrity as a
firtha. Its claim to holy place status
must be based on something else.

Several things constitute a tirtha:

1. Devotees must have performed
(or be performing) spiritual activities
in the place, and the firtha must be vis-
ited by sadhus, saintly persons. In fact,
the Vedic scriptures state that a person
who visits even the historically bona
fide places of pilgrimage only to take
bath is no better than a cow or an ass.
Visiting a firtha means associating with
the saintly persons in attendance.
Canakya Pandita warns that we should

| avoid a place devoid of saintly persons.

And a place bereft of talk of Krsna, or
God, and service to Him cannot claim
holy place status.

2. By visiting a tirtha we should feel
enlivened in our Krsna consciousness;
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the firtha should carry that potency.

3. The chanting of the holy names
must be present as a prominent feature
of the firtha. Concurrent with that
should be deity worship. Srila Prabhu-
pada told us that as he established the
various deities around the world, he
worried that his disciples would begin
to feel the worship as a “burden in the
neck.” But if the deity worship is going
on uninterrupted and the devotees in
the area are taking shelter of the deity,
then that place is holy. _

4. Prabhupada defined a holy place
as wherever the Srimad-Bhagavatam
was being honored. That might be in a
large temple or under a tree, and it
may be in India or elsewhere, but wher-
ever there is respectful and repeated
reading of the Bhagavatam, that place
becomes holy.

OBSTACLES TO PILGRIMAGE

Devotees sometimes wonder if there
are ever any reasons not to visit a par-
ticular holy place. Of course, travel is
always inconvenient. One inconve-
nience may be political. Holy places
may suddenly be subject to political
division, which can make them diffi-
cult or even impossible to visit. What
was once part of India later became
part of East Pakistan, then Bangla-
desh. If there is political dispute be-
tween the two countries, we may not
be able to cross borders in the name
of spiritual pilgrimage. Political divi-
sions can also cause a holy place to
become lost. Just as the Ganges some-
times shifts her course, so tracts of
land upon which the Lord performed
pastimes can become lost to our sight.
Perhaps generations from now, the
Lord or His pure devotees will again
uncover them and pilgrims will be
able to visit them for purification.

(please turn to page 42)



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“The People Are Rascals—and They
Have Elected Another Rascal”

Here we continue an exchange between
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and Australia’s
director of research for the Department
of Social Welfare. It took place at the
Melbourne ISKCON center on May
21, 1975.

Director: Your Divine Grace, how do
you feel about Mao Tse-tung? In China
he’s the ideal man, although, of course,
he’s a communist.

Srila Prabhupada: His ideal is all right.
His ideal—the communist idea that
everyone should be happy—that is a
good idea. But the communists do not
know how to make everyone happy.
For instance, they are taking care of the
human beings as citizens of the state,
but they are sending the poor animals
to the slaughterhouse.

Because the communists are god-
less, they do not know that not only is
the human a living being—so, also, is
the animal. They think that for the sat-
isfaction of the tongue of the human
being, the animal’s throat should be cut.
That is modern society’s defect.

Panditah sama-darsinah: one who is
learned is equal toward everyone. That
is the meaning of being learned. “I take
care of my brother and I kill you”—
that is not right. But that is going on,
everywhere. Consider this so-called
nationalism. “National” should ap-
ply to anyone who has taken
birth in a particular nation or
land. But the poor animals—
because they cannot make &
any protest, send them to the
slaughterhouse.

If the world had ideal men,
they would have pro-
tested. “Oh, why are
you doing this? Let ¢
the animals live, also.
You should live in peace,

as well. Just produce food grains. The
animals can eat them, and you can
also eat them. Why should you eat the
animals?” That way of living is recom-
mended in the Bhagavad-gita.
Director: But where the winters are
long, people have to kill animals to
have something to eat over the
winter.

Srila Prabhupada: Well, but
you should have a better
system. And I am not
speaking simply about
India, where the winters
are short as contrasted
with those of Europe. I
am speaking about the
whole of human society.
Just try to understand.
Director: People started
eating meat because in
winter they had nothing
else to eat. -
Srila Prabhupada: No, you
can eat meat, but only after
the animal has died natu-
rally. You cannot eat meat
by killing the cow and the
bull, your mother and father.
This is human sense. You are
taking milk from
the cow—
she is your
mother.

For instance, in Australia the cows pro-
duce so much milk, butter, and every-
thing. But after the Australians have
taken all these milk products, then they
cut the cow’s throat and make business,
selling her carcass to other countries.
~ (please turn to
page 33)




The Ride to Rama Giri

An American disciple of Srila Prabhupadda and his Indian Sikh friend
ride their classic motorcycles to an ancient hilltop shrine.

Text and photos by Patita Pavana Dasa Adhikari




" FIRST SAW Rama Giri before you
were born,” I say, boasting tomy
young Sikh friend Anukaran, try-

ing to stir his interest in visiting the hill
(giri) of Lord Ramacandra with me.

“I've never been there,” he replies,
“although I was born just thirty miles
away in Nagpur.” . -

“So why don’t we ride up there

tomorrow? We can take the Enfields.”

“Let’s get an early start,” he says,

accepting the invitation. “I can leave
at nine.”

Anukaran Singh was born in a weal-

thy Indian family, descendants of proud
Punjabi Sikh warriors who generation

The fort at Rama

Giri dates back many
centuries. Although
the British took it
from the ruling
Bhonsles in the early
1800s, the brahmanas
forbade their new
European rulers from
entering the temples
within the fort. Inset:
Anukaran Singh.




after generation have laid down their
lives against successive waves of tyran-
nical invaders. Despite his involvement
with his family’s business, Anukaran is
frank about wanting to reestablish his
link with India’s ancient heritage, the
birthright of anyone born in this vast
and diverse land.

“In the 70s, it was the fashion to be
ignorant of our civilization and cul-
ture,” Anukaran jokes. “For my pres-
ent generation, it is the fashion to know
more about our actual heritage.”

Anukaran is a founding member of
the Nagpur Royal Enfield Club, a
group of motorcycle riders dedicated
to promoting bike safety in a country
largely dependent on two-wheeled
transport. Everything has its service,
and the real use for everything is ser-
vice to Krsna. So tomorrow Anukaran
and I will use our classic Enfields in the
service of tirtha-yatra, traveling to holy
places.

It will be our privilege to journey
to the sacred hill where the Personal-
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ity of Godhead Lord Rama, His wife
and queen, Sita Devi, and younger
brother Laksmana were received by
the great ascetic Agastya Muni. Ever
since that memorable hilltop meeting,
the Agastya ashram has been honored
by pilgrims as Rama Giri.

HISTORY OF RAMA GIRI

Millions of years ago in the age
called Treta-yuga, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead Lord Sri Krsna de-



scended as a king: Lord Rama, or
Ramacandra. Lord Ramacandra’s

adventures—His /ilas—were written
down by the adikavi (“first poet™)
Valmiki Muni. Valmiki literally means
“he who comes from an anthill.” By
meditating on Lord Rama’s transcen-
dental /ila, Valmiki became so stead-
fastly absorbed in the yoga of spiritual
trance that huge jungle ants were able
to build a hill all about him. After many
years he emerged from the anthill to
scribe the 24,000-verse Sanskrit scrip-

Below Rama Giri lies
Ambala Kund, fed by the
waters of the underground
Patala Ganga.

The Power of Rama’s llame

STRUCK BY THE serenity of
Lord Rama’s temple on Rama
Giri, I took advantage of the
uplifted mood to hazard a few
words.

“Anukaran,” I began, “the
worship of Lord Rama or Lord
Sri Krsna is universal and is not
intended only for some particu-
lar sect or religion. Their names
are imbued with the potency to
deliver anyone, any living entity,
from every misery into the
unlimited world of transcenden-
tal bliss. The name of the Lord is
nondifferent from the person of
the Lord Himself. Although He
is the master of the personal
spiritual worlds, inhabited by
liberated souls absorbed in His
loving service, He descends to
our world for our deliverance.
His worship is performed best in
the Kali-yuga by the chanting of
His name, a means open to mem-
bers of all races and religions.
The sarnkirtana movement Srila
Prabhupada introduced to the
entire world is essentially the
same as the melodic vibrations
which we are savoring even
NOW. :

“Lord Rama never fancied
Himself to be some Hindu God.
His is none other than the all-
pervasive Visnu, the Lord of the
universe, and is accepted as such
by sages like Agastya. See how
Hanuman and his army of
vanaras (monkeys), as well as
jungle bears and even a squirrel,
were impelled to offer their
service unto Sri Rama, never
considering any selfish rewards.
You must be aware your fourth
Sikh guru was named Guru
Ramadas, ‘servant of Rama.’

“Just as worship of Lord
Rama or Visnu is uplifting and
spiritually invigorating, so is the
chanting of Their holy names.
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
often quoted the Brhan-naradiya
Purana verse harer nama harer
nama harer namaiva kevalam/
kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty
eva gatir anyatha: ‘The holy
name! The holy name! The holy
name! In this iron age called
Kali-yuga there is no other way,
no other way, no other way to
reach the goall”

“In fact, quite along these
lines your Guru Granth Sahib,
which I spent a week at Amritsar
studying, plainly advises: ‘The
name of the Lord Hari destroys
all miseries and purifies sinners,
O beloved. . . . Through service to
Sri Hari is the highest platform
achieved. . .. The name of Sri
Hari is the highest benediction in
Kali-yuga.’ (Raga Asa, Mahala
IV, Ghar I1.1-2) :

“In Kali-yuga the name of
Rama is the boat that ferries the
disciple. In this world and in the
next the disciple of the guru lives
in bliss by the grace of the name
of Rama.

“Guru Nanak advises, ‘Having
heard the name of Lord Rama,
we have become absorbed with
love of God....The name of
Rama pleases the chanter’s mind,
and he achieves supreme happi-
ness. He for whom the chanting
of the name of Rama is a con-
stant companion, even when
leaving this world he never goes
to the world of Yamaraja. O
brother, I meditate on Lord
Rama.’” (Raga Asa I'V, Ghar I,
Chant I1, IX. 1, 2.3)
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ture Ramayana, the world’s oldest
book. ;

The purpose of Lord Rama'’s advent
is to attract us conditioned souls to the
timeless, transcendental path of bhakiti-
yvoga, devotional service. By reading
the Lord’s pastimes in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam or Sri Ramayana, and by
hearing of His exceptional prowess
from the lips of pure devotees like Srila
Prabhupada, even the unsophisticated
soul becomes drawn to the blissful se-
curity of genuine spiritual life. If a pil-
grimage is undertaken in a spirit of
remembrance of the Lord’s /ila, then
visiting the holy places connected with
His pastimes—places like Vrndavana
or Ayodhya, or in this case Rama
Giri—ecan be purifying, uplifting, and
helpful in the all-important quest for
inner development.

Since time immemorial each of us
embodied jiva souls has been revolv-
ing through the grim cycle of rebirth
—sarisara. To deliver His servants
trapped in the net of maya, God comes
Himself or sends His avatar for our
salvation from the delusion of mate-
rial ignorance. Attraction to the lotus

feet of the Lord, acceptance of His di- |

vine shelter, and the joyful singing of

His name open the door for going back |
| rsis were later (in Dvapara-yuga) re-

home, back to Godhead.

To this day, millions of years after
the advent of Sita-Rama, their follow-
ers number in the hundreds of millions.
The supreme royal couple is even wor-
shiped outside India. In Thailand, for
example, a quarter-mile stretch of the
halls of the royal palace is artistically

painted with scenes from the Réama-
yana. In the island of Bali in Indone-
sia, and also in Cambodia and Nepal,
thousands more Rama temples can be
found. In every corner of India, from
tiny village shrines to fabulous temple
palaces like Hare Krishna Land at Juhu
Beach, Mumbai, the transcendental
form of Lord Rama is worshiped, His
all-liberating name sung by His devo-
tees.

According to Valmiki's Ramayana,
Sri Rama, on the order of His father,
King Dasaratha, left His hometown
of Ayodhya (in present-day Uttar Pra-
desh State) and embraced forest life.
“As the full moon enters a cloud bank,”
Rama, Sita, and Laksmana wandered
south through the woods to the moun-
tain Chitrakuta. From there they wend-
ed their way into Madhya Bharata
(central India), hiking through the
valleys of the holy Vindhya Hills and
crossing the sacred Narmada River.
Then they came to the vast Dandaka
Forest, the abode of hermits. As Lord
Sri Rama passed through Dandaka
Forest, Srila Prabhupada recalls in
The Nectar of Devotion, many sages
achieved perfection in yoga just by see-
ing Him. With their dormant love of
Godhead awakened, these fortunate

born as gopis (cowherd girls) in the /ila
of Lord Sri Krsna, the original Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. (Srila
Prabhupada and Srila Rapa Gosvami
have drawn this information from the
Padma Purana.)

The divine threesome camped here
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A large and rare deity of Lord Varaha (left)
stands guard from atop Rama Giri. The
cluster of temples within the Rama Giri fort
(above) includes separate temples of Rama,
Sita, Laksmana, and Hanuman, as well as
the ashram of the sage Agastya, where
sacrificial fires have been burning for many
thousands of years.




and there, bearing bravely the hard-
ships of jungle life and finally arriving
at the ashram of Agastya Muni, atop
what is now called Rama Giri. As a
king, a member of the ksatriya class,
Lord Rama offered His respects to the
brahmana Agastya Muni with sweet
words. The Lord feels so grateful to His
devotees that He bows before them,

just as Lord Sri Krsna once bowed
down to wash the feet of the poor
brahmana Sudama.

The incomparable Agastya Muni
was tri-kala-jiia: He could see the three
features of time—past, present, and
future. Hence he was well aware that
Sri Rama was none other than the al-
mighty Visnu Himself and that in the

very near future He would fight a great
war with the enemies of dharma, the
demons (asuras).

Many sages of the Dandaka Forest
had already suffered grievous harass-
ment at the hands of atheistic asuras,
and many had fallen victim to their evil
schemes. Yet try as they might, none
of these asuras could trap the wily
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(hampion of the
True and Righteous

In a poetic translation of Ramayana,
Sri Ramesh Candra Dutta, a nineteenth-
century Vaisnava poet from Bengal, de-
scribed Ravana’s last moments and the
joy of victory of Lord Rama’s troops:

Pike and club and mace and trident
scaped from Ravan’s vengeful hand,
Spear and arrows Rama wielded,
and his bright and flaming brand!
Long and dubious battle lasted,
shook the ocean, hill and dale,
‘Winds were hushed in voiceless terror
and the livid sun was pale,
Still the dubious battle lasted,
until Rama in his ire
Wielded Brahma'’s deathful weapon
flaming with celestial fire!
Weapon which the Saint Agastya
had unto the hero given,
Winged as lightning dart of Indra,
fatal as the bolt of heaven,
Wrapped in smoke and flaming flashes,
speeding from the circled bow,
Pierced the iron heart of Ravan,
lain the lifeless hero low,
And a cry of pain and terror
from the Raksha ranks arose,
And a shout from joying Vanars
as they smote their fleeing foes!
Heavenly flowers in rain descended
on the red and gory plain,
And from unseen harps and timbrels
rose a soft celestial strain,
And the ocean heaved in gladness,
brighter shone the sunlit sky,
Soft and cool the gentle zephyrs
through the forest murmured by,
Sweetest scent and fragrant odours
wafted from celestial trees,
Fell upon the earth and ocean, rode
upon the laden breeze!
Voice of blessing from the bright sky
fell on Raghu’s valiant son,
“Champion of the true and righteous!
Now thy noble task is done!”

invite different sages to

share a meal. Then Vatapi |

would assume the form of
the meal. After dinner Ilvala
would smile and say,“Come
out, Vatapi,” and Vatapi
would suddenly burst forth,
splitting the poor rsi’s belly.
Once Agastya, requested
by the devas (demigods),
accepted Ilvala’s invitation
to dine with him. After the
meal, the grinning Ilvala
called for his wicked broth-
er to exit the sage’s body.
But Agastya smiled and
declared, “Your brother
cannot come out now be-
cause he has already been
sent to the abode of Yama-
raja [the Lord of death] by
the fire of my digestion.”

Agastya. Through his unbreakable
penance and high intelligence, the sage
had even outwitted the evil duo Ilvala
and Vatapi. Ilvala, taking the form of a
Sanskrit-speaking brahmana, would

The infuriated Ilvala sprang for-
ward, rushing at Agastya, but one stern
and fiery look from the powerful sage
reduced him to ashes in an instant.

Agastya once requested the Vin- |
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dhya Mountains to bow low, because
their towering peaks were blocking the
sun. Agastya promised the lord of the

| Vindhyas that his rolling hills could rise

up and become mountains again after
Agastya returned from the south. To
keep the Vindhyas humble, Agastya
never went north again. Instead he
made his hermitage at Rama Giri, in
the Deccan,south of the Vindhyas. That
is how the Vindhya Mountains became
the Vindhya Hills, India’s traditional
line of North-South division.

Saint Agastya received Sitd, Rama,
and Laksmana with customary offer-
ings of fruit and flowers. Then he pre-
sented Lord Rama with the Brahma-
datta bow, which Lord Indra had
earlier entrusted to his care. The bow
had been inset with diamonds by its
creator, Visvakarma, the engineer of
the universe. Along with the bow,
Agastya handed over to Sri Rama a
quiver of arrows that included the
undefeatable brahmastra weapon.
Lord Ramacandra was also given a
sword in a bejeweled scabbard.




An anthill like the one above, built
by jungle ants near Ram Tek, covered
the Ramayana author Valmiki while
he meditated on the pastimes of
Lord Rama. At right: the deity of
Agastya at Rama Giri.

In His talks with the sages of Dan-
daka Forest near and about Agastya’s
hilltop hermitage, Rama took a vow to
vanquish the trouble-making demons.
‘When the Lord took His vow, Rama
Giri shook.

By accepting the weapons from
Agastya, the Lord displayed His inten-
tion of protecting His devotees. Today
the village at the foot of Rama Girl is
called Rama Tek, literally “Rama’s
vow.” In Bhagavad-gita (4.7-8) Lord
Krsna explains His vow to shelter His
devotees: “Whenever and wherever
there is a decline in religious practice,
O descendant of Bharata, and a pre-
dominant rise of irreligion—at that
time I descend Myself. To deliver the
pious and to annihilate the miscreants,

as well as to reestablish the principles |

of religion, I Myself appear, millennium
after millennium.”

Much later at Sri Lanka, during the
battle with Ravana and his demonic
hoard, Sri Rama’s charioteer, Matali,
was to remind Rama of the weapons
presented by Agastya Muni. True to
Agastya’s vision and Rama’s promise,
Rama fired the arrow imbued with
brahmastra mantras into the heart of
Ravana, where the demon had stored
amyia, nectar of deathlessness. [See the
sidebar “Champion of the True and
Righteous.”]

Whether protecting Prahlada as
Nrsimha, the sages of Dandaka Forest
as Rama, Arjuna as Krsna, or the Hare
Krsna sankirtana party as Lord Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, the Lord defends
His devotee in every age. That is His
promise.

THE TRIP

At 9:00 the next morning, Anu-
karan pulled up and revved his engine

in front of the house of Baba, my
brother-in-law, where 1 was staying as
a guest. I rushed out and kick-started
my Enfield Bullet.

“Let’s get going,” I advised him.
“The auspicious time for departure
lasts for only another fifteen minutes.”
Within seconds we were headed north
to Rama Giri.

After an hour of country riding,
sunburned and smiling, we saw the hill
of Lord Rama off to our right. Lean-
ing east, we rode through Ram Tek
village, with its unusual collection of
shops, ashrams, dharmshalas (pilgrim’s
rest houses), and Buddhist Ayurvedic
ashrams.

Riding through the narrow lanes of
merchants and farm animals, we at last
found ourselves on the twisting road
up the hill to the peak of Rama Giri.
About half way to the top, we slowed

| down to pass a group of several dozen

pdda-yatris, “pilgrims who go by foot.”
Judging by the dhoti-like way the
women tied their saris, I guessed they

(please turn to page 40)




Lo;fd_ Krsna discusses .r'he' major forms of yoga, sett. |
~ and saying clearly which one belongs at the top.




HE APRIL 23 cover story
of Time magazine high-
lighted the science of
yoga. It reported that “fif-
teen million Americans
include some form of
yoga in their fitness reg-
imen—twice as many
as did five years ago.”
Yet one wonders if any
of the fifteen million
are getting out of yoga
what they should. As
supermodel Christy Tur-
lington, pictured on the
cover as an ardent practi-
tioner, is quoted as saying,
“Some of my friends simply want
to have a yoga butt.” Patricia Wal-
den, a prominent yoga teacher who
has made a fortune producing in-
structional videos, responds to
what many would consider a
shallow approach to yoga: “If
you start doing yoga for
those reasons, fine. Most
people get beyond that
and see that it’s much,
- much more.”
Or do they?
The sad truth is that
most people are not
studying the Bhagavad-
gita, traditionally seen as
a yoga-siitra, a treatise on
yoga. At least in Western
countries, aspiring yogis, in-
timidated by the Gira’s San-
skrit terminology, set the book
aside to be studied later. Though
that response in understandable, let’s
look at the Gita’s teachings on yoga
and see why for centuries it has been,
and still is, considered among

the most important textbooks on the
subject.

It should be noted at the outset that
the word yoga itself refers to “linking
with God.” This implies that any genu-
ine approach to yoga should involve
the spiritual pursuit, however varied
that pursuit may be. For example, in the
first verses of the Gita’s third chapter,
Lord Krsna introduces two forms of
spirituality that might be identified
with yoga: the contemplative life and
the active one.* The people of India in
the time of the Gifa were given to ex-
treme acts of renunciation. Aspiring
spiritualists of the age felt that only
by shaking off the burden of active
worldly life could one approach a life
of the spirit. The Gita seeks to correct
this misconception. It takes the doc-
trine of nivytti, negation, so dominant
in ancient India, and augments it with
positive spiritual action. Thus, Krsna
(who is also known as Yogesvara, or
“the Master of Mystic Yoga™) teaches
Arjuna not so much about renuncia-
tion of action, but about renunciation
in action. In later Vaisnava terminolo-
gy, this is the preferred yukta-vairagya,
or “renouncing the world by acting for
the Supreme.” Krsna accepts both
forms of renunciation, but He de-
scribes the active form as more practi-
cal and more effective as well.

Whichever form, or approach, one
chooses, says Krsna, detachment from
sense objects is mandatory. The differ-
ence, then, lies only in one’s external
involvement with the world. Krsna as-
serts that contemplative, or inactive,
voga is difficult because the mind can
become restless or distracted. He rec-
ommends the active form of yoga,
which He calls karma-yoga. This is

same theological tenets.

*These two approaches to spirituality can be found in most major religious
traditions. In Christianity, for example, one learns of via activa and viag
contemplativa, which manifest in the Roman Catholic Church as “active™

communities and “contemplative” communities, though both share the

Although Lord Krsna describes several types of yoga, they
all fall under the general categories of jiana-yoga (philo-
sophical speculation, boftom), dhyana-yoga (meditation,
~ center), and bhakti-yoga (devotional service, top). All forms
of yoga should ultimately take one to bhakti, pure devotional
service to Lord Krsna, which is the soul’s original nature.

Painting by Ramadasa Abhirama Dasa. Photos, top to bottom:
Yamarija Disa, Purusartha Diésa, Nitya-trpta Devi Dast
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Krsna explains that both processes of yoga,
the contemplative and the active,
begin with learning how to control the mind.

safer, He says, because one still strives
to focus the mind, using various tech-
niques of meditation, but augments
that with practical engagement in the
material world.

Krsna elaborates on how to perform
karma-yoga in the sixth chapter, again
emphasizing its superiority to mere
renunciation and philosophy:

One who is unnattached to the fruits
of his work and who works as he is
obligated is in the renounced order
of life, and he is the true mystic, not
he who lights no firc and performs
no duty. What is called renunciation
you should know to be the same
as yoga, or linking oneself with
the Supreme, O son of Pandu, for
one can never become a yogi unless
he renounces the desire for sense
gratification. (6.1-2)

Krsna’s instruction here is especially
useful for us today, living in the West-
ern world. He is saying that we needn’t
go off to a forest to contemplate our
navel. In fact, He says that such endeav-
ors will most likely fail for most of us.
Rather, we can achieve the goal of yoga
by learning the art of “detached ac-
tion,” one of the Gita’s main teachings.
Krsna will explain that art to Arjuna
and, by extenuation, to the rest of us.
The Gitd teaches how we can, in mod-
ern terms, be in the world but not of it.

MEDITATION:
RESTRAINING THE MIND

Krsna explains that both processes
of yoga, the contemplative and the ac-
tive, begin with learning how to con-
trol the mind, which is essentially
dhyana, or meditation:

When the yogi, by practice of yoga,
disciplines his mental activities and
becomes situated in transcendence
—devoid of all material desires—he
is said to be well established in yoga.
As a lamp in a windless place does

not waver, so the transcendentalist,
whose mind is controlled, remains
always steady in his meditation on
the transcendent self. (6.18-19)

Such meditation, Krsna admits, is
difficult, but one can achieve it through
arduous effort:

It is undoubtedly very difficult to
curb the restless mind, but it is pos-
sible by suitable practice and by de-
tachment. For one whose mind is
unbridled, self-realization is difficult
work. But he whose mind is con-
trolled and who strives by appropri-
ate means is assured of success. That
is my opinion. (6.35-36)

In verses ten through fourteen of
the sixth chapter, Krsna elaborates on
the “appropriate means,” and we be-
gin to see how truly difficult it is to per-
form this kind of meditation. The yogi
must learn to meditate continually,
without interruption, in perfect soli-
tude. Free of wants and possessiveness,
the yogi must fully restrain his mind.
He must prepare a seat for himself in
a clean place, neither too high nor too
low, covered with cloth, antelope skin,
and kusa grass. He must sit in this spe-
cial place, says the Gita, and learn to
make his mind one-pointed, restricting
any extraneous thoughts or sensual dis-
tractions. The yogi should practice such
meditation for his own purification
only—without any ulterior motive.

| Firmly holding the base of his body, his

neck, and his head straight, looking
only at the tip of his nose, he must be
serene, fearless, and above any lusty
thought. He must sit in this way, re-
straining his mind, thinking only of
God, Krsna says, fully devoted to the
Supreme.

Krsna calls this method rdja-yoga,
because it was practiced by great kings
(raja) in ancient times. The heart of this
system is breath control (pranayama),
which is meant to manipulate the ener-
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gv (prana) in the body. Breath control,
along with intricate sitting postures
(dasana), was an effective means for
quieting one’s passions, controlling
bodily appetites, and focusing on the
Supreme.

Nonetheless, this contemplative
form of yoga, systematized in Patafi-
jali’s yoga-siitras and popular today
as hatha-yoga, is too difficult for most
people, at least if they are going to per-
form it properly. Krsna says this di-
rectly by the end of the sixth chapter.

Still, He recommends elements of
contemplative yoga along with the
yoga of action, or karma-yoga. And for
most readers of the Gita, this can get
confusing. Just which is He recom-
mending—the austere form of disci-
plined sitting and meditation or ac-
tion in perfect consciousness? Does
the Gita recommend hatha-yoga, or
doesn’t it? Does this most sacred of
texts accept the path of contemplation,
or does it say that one must approach
the Supreme through work?

Indeed, Arjuna himself expresses
confusion in two chapters of the Gita:
Is Krsna advising him to renounce the
world, Arjuna wonders, or is He ask-
ing him to act in Krsnpa consciousness?

A thorough reading of the Gita re-
veals a hierarchy, a yoga ladder in
which one begins by studying the sub-
ject of yoga with some serious inter-
est—this is called abhydsa-yoga—and
ends up, if successful, by graduating to
bhakti-yoga, or devotion for the Su-
preme. All the stages in between—and
there are many—are quite complex,
and at this point most modern West-
ern practitioners become daunted in
their study of the Gifa.

STAGES OF YOGA

The question may legitimately be
raised why the two approaches to
yoga—the contemplative and the ac-
tive (and all their corollaries)—seem



to be interchangeable in one section of
the Gita and a hierarchy in another.
The answer lies in the Gita’s use of yoga
terminology, a lexicon which, again,can
be confusing. The whole subject be-
comes easier to understand when we
realize that the Gita uses different
words for yoga that actually refer to the
same thing: the various yoga systems
are all forms of bhakti-yoga. The dif-
ferences are mainly in emphasis.

Bhakti-yoga is called karma-yoga,
for example, when, in the practitioner’s
mind, the first word in the hyphen-
ated compound takes precedence. In
karma-yoga one wants to perform
work (karma) and is attached to a par-
ticular kind of work, but he wants Lo
do it for Krsna. Karma is primary, yoga
secondary. But since the work is di-
rected to God, it can be called karma-
yoga instead of just karma. The same
principle can be applied to all other
yoga systems.

Bhakti, the first word in the hyphen-
ated compound bhakti-yoga, means
devotional love. In love, one becomes
selfless, and thus, instead of giving
prominence to one’s own desire, one
considers the beloved first. So the sec-
ond part of the compound (yoga) also
becomes prominent—linking with God
takes precedence over what the indi-
vidual wants. The first and second
words of the hyphenated compound
become one: Real love (bhakti) means
full connection (yoga). This makes
bhakti-yoga the perfection of the yoga
process.

Karma-yoga emphasizes working
(karma) for the Supreme, jiana-yoga
emphasizes focusing one’s knowledge
(jiiana) on the Supreme, dhyana-yoga
involves contemplating (dhyana) the
Supreme, buddhi-yoga is about di-
recting the intellect (buddhi) toward
the Supreme, and bhakti-yoga—the
perfection of all yogas—occurs when
devotion (bhakti) is emphasized in re-
lation to the Supreme. The main prin-
ciple of yoga, in whatever form, is to
direct our activity toward linking with
God.

CLIMBING
THE LADDER

We may first of all, then, observe
that the Gita accepts all traditional
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forms of yoga as legitimate, asserting
that they all focus on linking with the
Supreme. Yet the Gita also creates a
hierarchy: First come study, under-
standing, and meditation (dhydna-
yoga). These lead to deep contempla-
tion of philosophy and eventually
wisdom that culminates in renuncia-
tion (sannyasa-yoga). Renunciation
leads to the proper use of intelligence

(buddhi-yoga), then karma-yoga, and
finally bhakti-yoga.

All of this involves a complex inner
development, beginning with an under-
standing of the temporary nature of the
material world and of duality. Realiz-
ing that the world of matter will cease
to exist and that birth all too quickly
leads to death, the aspiring yogi begins
to practice external renunciation and
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| gradually internal renunciation, which,

ultimately, comprises giving up the de-
sire for the fruit of one’s work (karma-
phala-tyaga) and performing the work
itself as an offering to God (bhagavad-
artha-karma).This method of detached
action (karma-yoga) leads to the “per-
fection of inaction” (naiskarmya-
siddhi), or freedom from the bondage
of works. One becomes free from such
bondage because one learns to work
as an “agent” rather than as an “en-
joyer”—one learns to work for God,
on His behalf. This is the essential
teaching of the Gita, and in its pages
Krsna takes Arjuna (and each of us)
through each step of the yoga process.

THE Tor RUNG

The Gita’s entire sixth chapter is
about Arjuna’s rejection of conven-
tional yoga. He describes it as imprac-
tical and “too difficult to perform,” as
it certainly is in our current age of dis-
traction and degradation (known as
Kali-yuga). Since the goal of yoga is to
re-connect with God, bhakti-yoga rises
above all the rest. According to Krsna,
Arjuna is the best of yogis because
he has devotion to the Supreme Lord.
Krsna tells His devotee directly, “Of
all yogis, he who always abides in Me
with great faith, worshiping Me in tran-
scendental loving service, is most inti-
mately united with Me in yoga and is
the highest of all.”

This brings us back to the basic defi-
nition of the word yoga. The word
comes from the Sanskrit root yuj,
which means “to link up with, to com-
bine.” It is similar in meaning to religio,
the Latin root of the word religion,
which means “to bind together.” Reli-
gion and yoga, therefore, have the same
end in mind: combining or linking with
God. This, again, is the essential pur-
pose of the yoga process, and the end
to which the Gifa@ hopes to bring its
readers.

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupdada and a regular contribu-
tor to Back to Godhead. He has writ-
ten several books on Krsna conscious-
ness, the latest of which is Gita on the
Green: The Mystical Tradition Behind
Bagger Vance. He and his wife live near
New York City.



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purdna, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-dcdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

DEVAHUTT'S
TERIAL & SPIRITU
OPULENCE

Devahiiti, the mother of Kapiladeva,
an incarnation of Krsna, becomes detached from her opulent
home by dint of her steadfast yoga practice.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 33

17 TSR CFEHSAY HEHREAY =
TN ST SSARAGI:

svaccha-sphatika-kudyesu
maha-marakatesu ca

ratna-pradipa abhanti
laland ratna-samyutah

svaccha—pure; sphatika—marble; kudyesu—on the walls;
maha-marakatesu—decorated with valuable emeralds; ca—
and; ratna-pradipah—ijewel lamps; abhanti—shine; lalanah
—women; ratna—with jewelry; sanyutah—decorated.

The walls of the house were made of first-class marble, de-
corated with valuable jewels. There was no need of light,
for the household was illuminated by the rays of these jew-
els. The female members of the household were all amply
decorated with jewelry.

PURPORT: It is understood from this statement that the
opulences of household life were exhibited in valuable jew-

els, ivory, first-class marble, and furniture made of gold and
jewels. The clothes are also mentioned as being decorated
with golden filigree. Everything actually had seme value. It
was not like the furniture of the present day, which is cast
in valueless plastic or base metal. The way of Vedic civiliza-
tion is that whatever was used in household affairs had to
be valuable. In case of need, such items of value could be
exchanged immediately. Thus one’s broken and unwanted
furniture and paraphernalia would never be without value.
This system is still followed by Indians in household affairs.
They keep metal utensils and golden ornaments or silver
plates and valuable silk garments with gold embroidery, and
in case of need, they can have some money in exchange
immediately. There are exchanges for the moneylenders and
the householders.

18 TETE FHA T TEHRGH:
grhodyanarm kusumitai
ramyarn bahv-amara-drumaih
kijad-vihanga-mithunani
gayan-matta-madhuyratam
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grha-udyanam—the household garden; kusumitaih—
with flowers and fruits; ramyam—>beautiful; bahu-amara-
drumaih—with many celestial trees; kitjat—singing; viharnga
—of birds; mithunam—with pairs; gayat—humming; matta
—intoxicated; madhu-vratam—with bees.

The compound of the main household was surrounded by
beautiful gardens, with sweet, fragrant flowers and many
trees which produced fresh fruit and were tall and beauti-
ful. The attraction of such gardens was that singing birds
would sit on the trees, and their chanting voices, as well as
the humming sound of the bees, made the whole atmosphere
as pleasing as possible.

19 I3 YAEARTH forear =/t S]:
SIS RIS,

Yatra pravistam atmanar
vibudhanucara jaguh
vapyam utpala-gandhinyari
kardamenopalalitam

yvatra—where; pravistam—entered; atmanam—unto her;
vibudha-anucarah—the associates of the denizens of hea-
ven; jaguh—sang; vapyam—in the pond; utpala—of lo-
tuses; gandhinyam—with the fragrance; kardamena—Dby
Kardama; upaldlitarm—treated with great care.

When Devahiiti would enter that lovely garden to take her
bath in the pond filled with lotus flowers, the associates of
the denizens of heaven, the Gandharvas, would sing about
Kardama’s glorious household life. Her great husband,
Kardama, gave her all protection at all times.

PURPORT: The ideal husband-and-wife relationship is
very nicely described in this statement. Kardama Muni
gave Devahiti all sorts of comforts in his duty as a hus-
band, but he was not at all attached to his wife. As soon
as his son, Kapiladeva, was grown up, Kardama at once left
all family connection. Similarly, Devahuti was the daugh-
ter of a great king, Sviyambhuva Manu, and was quali-
fied and beautiful, but she was completely dependent on
the protection of her husband. According to Manu, women,

the fair sex, should not have independence at any stage |
of life. @ In childhood a woman must be under the pro- |
tection of the parents, in youth she must be under the |

(1) In what way should a woman be protected
throughout her life?

(2) Why was Devahiiti so attached to her son?
(3) How does one become reluctant to follow
the materialistic way of life?
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protection of the husband, and in old age she must be un-
der the protection of the grown children. Devahiiti demon-
strated all these statements of the Manu-sarhita in her life:
as a child she was dependent on her father, later she was
dependent on her husband, in spite of her opulence, and
she was later on dependent on her son, Kapiladeva.

20 feen FRftETTRIETSHATSHR
fepfererepe e qeAferONoT

hitva tad ipsitatamam
apy akhandala-yositam
kinicic cakara vadanari
putra-vislesanatura

hitva—having given up; tat—that household; ipsita-tamam—
most desirable; api—even; akhandala-yositam—by the wives
of Lord Indra; kificit cakara vadanam—she wore a sorry
look on her face; putra-vislesana—Dby separation from her
son; atura—afflicted.

Although her position was unique from all points of view,
saintly Devahiti, in spite of all her possessions, which were
envied even by the ladies of the heavenly planets, gave up
all such comforts. She was only sorry that her great son was
separated from her.

PURPORT: Devahiti was not at all sorry at giving up her
material comforts, but she was very much aggrieved at the
separation of her son. It may be questioned here that if
Devahiiti was not at all sorry to give up the material com-
forts of life, then why was she sorry about losing her son?
© Why was she so attached to her son? The answer is ex-
plained in the next verse. He was not an ordinary son. Her
son was the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One can give
up material attachment, therefore, only when one has at-
tachment for the Supreme Person. This is explained in
Bhagavad-gita. Parai drstva nivartate. € Only when one
actually has some taste for spiritual existence can he be
reluctant to follow the materialistic way of life.

vanart pravrajite patyay
apatya-virahaturd

[Rata-tattvapy abhiin naste
vatse gaur iva vatsala

vanam—to the forest; pravrajite patyau—when her husband

| left home; apatya-viraha—by separation from her son;
| atura—very sorry; jAata-fattva—knowing the truth; api—

although; abhiit—she became; naste vatse—when her calf is
lost; gauh—a cow; iva—Ilike; vatsala—aflectionate.
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Devahiti’s hushand had already left home and accepted the
renounced order of life, and then her only son, Kapila, left
home. Although she knew all the truths of life and death,
and although her heart was cleansed of all dirt, she was very
aggrieved at the loss of her son, just as a cow is affected
when her calf dies.

PURPORT: A woman whose husband is away from home or
has taken the renounced order of life should not be very
sorry, because she still has the presence of her husband’s
representative, her son. It is said in the Vedic scriptures,
atmaiva putro jayate: the husband’s body is represented by
the son. Strictly speaking, a woman is never widowed if she
has a grown son. Devahiiti was not very much affected while
Kapila Muni was there, but upon His departure she was
very afflicted. She grieved not because of her worldly rela-
tionship with Kardama Muni but because of her sincere love
for the Personality of Godhead.

The example given here is that Devahiiti became just
like a cow who has lost her calf. A cow bereft of her calf
cries day and night. Similarly, Devahiiti was aggrieved, and
she always cried and requested her friends and relatives,
“Please bring my son home so that [ may live. Otherwise, I
shall die.” This intense affection for the Supreme Lord, al-
though manifested as affection for one’s son, is spiritually
beneficial. @ Attachment for a material son obliges one to
remain in material existence, but the same attachment, when
transferred to the Supreme Lord, brings one elevation to
the spiritual world in the association of the Lord.

Every woman can qualify herself as much as Devahiiti
and then can also have the Supreme Godhead as her son. If
the Supreme Personality of Godhead can appear as the son
of Devahuti, He can also appear as the son of any other
woman, provided that woman is qualified. If one gets the
Supreme Lord as a son, one can have the benefit of bring-
ing up a nice son in this world and at the same time get
promotion to the spiritual world to become the face-to-face
associate of the Personality of Godhead.

22 THY Rt caHu Hue ERY
SEfeRat ok :8geT deRl e

tam eva dhyayati devam
apatyar kapilam harim

babhiivacirato vatsa
nihsprha tadrse grhe

farm—upon Him; eva—certainly; dhyayati—meditating; de-
vam—divine; apatyam—son; kapilam—Lord Kapila; harim
—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; babhiiva—Dbecame;
aciratah—very soon; vatsa—O dear Vidura; nilisprha—
unattached; tadrse grhe—to such a home.

O Vidura, thus always meditating upon her son, the Supreme

Personality of Godhead Kapiladeva, she very soon became
unattached to her nicely decorated home.

PURPORT: Here is a practical example of how one can ele-
vate oneself in spiritual advancement by Krsna conscious-
ness. Kapiladeva is Krsna, and He appeared as the son of
Devahiti. After Kapiladeva left home, Devahiiti was ab-
sorbed in thought of Him, and thus she was always Krsna
conscious. Her constant situation in Krsna consciousness
enabled her to be detached from hearth and home.

Unless we are able to transfer our attachment to the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, there is no possibility of
becoming freed from material attachment. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam, therefore, confirms that it is not possible for
one to become liberated by cultivation of empiric philo-
sophical speculation. Simply knowing that one is not mat-
ter but spirit soul, or Brahman, does not purify one’s
intelligence. @ Even if the impersonalist reaches the high-
est platform of spiritual realization, he falls down again
to material attachment because of not being situated in
the transcendental loving service of the Supreme Lord.

The devotees adopt the devotional process, hearing about
the Supreme Lord’s pastimes and glorifying His activities
and thereby always remembering His beautiful eternal form.
By rendering service, becoming His friend or His servant
and offering Him everything that one possesses, one is able
to enter into the kingdom of God. As it is said in Bhagavad-
gitd, tato man tattvato jidatva: after discharging pure devo-
tional service, one can understand the Supreme Personality
of Godhead in fact, and thus one becomes eligible to enter
into His association in one of the spiritual planets.

23 R FIEGH ICTE IR,

qd: GE~TdeA R ]

dhyayati bhagavad-ritpar
vad aha dhyana-gocarant

sutah prasanna-vadanarit
samasta-vyasta-cintayd

dhyayati—meditating; bhagavat-ritgpam—upon the form of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; yar—which; aha—
He instructed; dhyédna-gocaram—the object of meditation;
sutah—her son; prasanna-vadanam—with a smiling face;
samasta—on the whole; vyasta—on the parts; cintayd—with
her mind.

(4) What are the respective results of attach-
ment for one’s son and attachment for the

Supreme Lord?
(5) Why does the impersonalist fall from his
platform of transcendental realization?
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Thereafter, having heard with great eagerness and in all
detail from her son, Kapiladeva, the eternally smiling Per-
sonality of Godhead, Devahiiti began to meditate constantly
upon the Visnu form of the Supreme Lord.

24 I FYETEANE R0 SSRET

O SAREIESIEE S EERCRIR G

25 {I2I@A TETTAIEHT fRaa e
S IR CRIRIEIMICRRLEY

bhakti-pravaha-yogena
vairagyvena baliyasa

yuktanusthana-jatena
Jiianena brahma-hetunad

visuddhena fadatmanam
atmanda visvato-mukham

svanubhiutya tirobhiita-
maya-guna-visesanam

bhakti-praviha-yogena—Dby conlinuous engagement in de-
votional service; vairagyena—by renunciation; baliyasa—
very strong; yukta-anusthana—by proper performance of
duties; jatena—produced; jiianena—Dby knowledge; brahma-
hetuna—due to realization of the Absolute Truth; visud-
dhena—Dby purification; tada—then; atmanam—Supreme
Personality of Godhead; atrmana—with the mind; visvatah-
mukham—whose face is turned everywhere; sva-anubhiitya
—Dby self-realization; tirah-bhiuita—disappeared; maya-guna
—of the modes of material nature; visesanam—distinctions.

She did so with serious engagement in devotional service.
Because she was strong in renunciation, she accepted only

the necessities of the body. She became situated in knowl- |
edge due to realization of the Absolute Truth, her heart

became purified, she became fully absorbed in medita-
tion upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and all
misgivings due to the modes of material nature disappeared.

26 TR IEITE R

(6) Why is one who is engaged in devotional

service to Krsna understood to be
already realized in the Brahman concept
of life?
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brahmany avasthita-matir
bhagavaty atma-samisraye

nivrtta-jivapattitvit
ksina-Ilesapta-nirvrtih

brahmani—in Brahman; avasthita—situated; matih—her

| mind; bhagavati—in the Supreme Personality of Godhead;

all living entities; nivrtta—ireed;
jiva—of the jiva soul; apattitvat—I{rom the unfortunate
condition; ksina—disappeared; klesa—material pangs;
apta—attained; nirvytii—transcendental bliss.

Her mind became completely engaged in the Supreme Lord,
and she automatically realized the knowledge of the im-
personal Brahman. As a Brahman-realized soul, she was
freed from the designations of the materialistic concept of
life. Thus all material pangs disappeared, and she attained
transcendental bliss.

PURPORT: The previous verse states that Devahiiti was al-

| ready conversant with the Absolute Truth. It may be ques-

tioned why she was meditating. The explanation is that when
one theoretically discusses the Absolute Truth, he becomes
situated in the impersonal concept of the Absolute Truth.
Similarly, when one seriously discusses the subject matter
of the form, qualities, pastimes, and entourage of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, he becomes situated in
meditation on Him. If one has complete knowledge of the
Supreme Lord, then knowledge of the impersonal Brah-
man is automatically realized. The Absolute Truth is real-
ized by the knower according to three different angles of
vision, namely impersonal Brahman, localized Supersoul,
and ultimately the Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one
is situated, therefore,in knowledge of the Supreme Person,
this implies that one is already situated in the concept of
the Supersoul and impersonal Brahman.

In Bhagavad-gita it is said, brahma-bhiitah prasannatma
[Bg. 18.54]. This means that unless one is freed from the
material entanglement and situated in Brahman, there is
no question of entering into the understanding of devo-
tional service or engaging in Krsna consciousness. @ One
who is engaged in devotional service to Krsna is understood
to be already realized in the Brahman concept of life be-
cause transcendental knowledge of the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead includes knowledge of Brahman. This is
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita. Brahmano hi pratisthaham [Bg.
14.27]: the concept of the Personality of Godhead does not
depend on Brahman. The Visnu Purana also confirms that

{ one who has taken shelter of the all-auspicious Supreme
i Lord is already situated in the understanding of Brahman.

In other words, one who is a Vaisnava is already a brahmana.

(continued in the next issue)



This is the defect of modern society.
They do not care what is the real nature of God.

THE PEOPLE ARE RASCALS
(continued from page 15)

What is this nonsense? Is this human-
ity, do you think?

Director: Well, say two hundred years
ago, people to survive the winter had
to kill the—

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. You take
your mother’s milk—and when your
mother cannot supply milk, you kill
her. What is this? Is this humanity?

And nature is so strong that for this
injustice, for this sinfulness, you must
suffer. You must be prepared to suffer.
So there will be war, and people will
be killed wholesale. Nature will not
tolerate this.

People do not know all these things
—how nature is working, how God is
managing. They do not know God. This
is the defect of modern society. They
do not care what is the real nature of
God. “We are scientists. We can do
anything.”

What can you do? Can you stop
death? Nature says,“You must die. You
may be Professor Einstein. That’s all
right. You must die.”

Why have Einstein and other scien-
tists not been able to discover the right
medicine or process to stop death?
They have never been able to declare,
“No, no—we shall not die.” They have
no such power. So this is the defect of
modern society: they are completely
under the control of nature, and yet
they are declaring “independence.”
Ignorance. Ignorance. So we want to
reform this.

Director: Well, I certainly wish you
luck.

Srila Prabhupada: Hmm. Thank you.
Director: As a public servant, I reform
society as my life’s work. To carry on
as the instrument of . . .

Srila Prabhupada: So kindly cooperate
with us. Try to learn this philosophy,
and you will be surprised how nice a
philosophy it is.

Director: I'm quite sure.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So we don’t care
what percentage become reformed.

Let one person become an ideal man.
Consider the same example as before:
what is the percentage if we calculate
one moon per many millions of stars?
The percentage is practically nothing,
But still, because we are talking about
the moon, this one planet is more po-
tent than all these stars. So produce
amoon.

Director: Yes, but the moon in the sky
is big and bright, and therefore, you can
recognize it. But another man, to use
your analogy, would probably appear
like just another star.

Srila Prabhupada: No, that’s all right.
Strictly speaking, you cannot make
men as luminous as the moon, but it is
possible if you make them ideal men.
Director: I know what you’re saying,
but a person would tell you, “You’re
just a man like me.” You know.“You’re
not a moon. You're just a star. What-
ever you say is just your opinion.”
Srila Prabhupada: No. If you approve
this method, you can cooperate and il-
luminate the society in so many ways.
First of all, you have to see what this
nonsectarian method, this Krsna con-

sciousness movement, really is. About |

this method we are prepared to con-
vince you—the first-class nature of this
movement. Now, once you are con-
vinced, try to cooperate. And induce
other leaders. You are also one of the
leaders. Yad yad dacarati Sresthas tat
tad evetaro janah: if the leaders of
the society become compassionate to-
ward this movement, others will auto-
matically follow. “Oh, our leaders, our
minister—they are supporting this.”
Director: Our minister considers him-
self a servant of the people, who can
be kicked out by the people.

Srila Prabhupada: That is the defect of
modern society. The people are ras-
cals—and they have elected another
rascal. [ Laughter.] That is the defect.
Director: But that’s how it is.

Srila Prabhupada: So what can be
done? Then it is hopeless. But we are
going on without depending on these
rascals. We are going on. We are pub-

lishing our books; we are establishing
our movement. We are honestly trying.
That’s all. That we are doing, all over
the world.

Director: All we in government can do
is allow you to convince the popula-
tion that they should think and behave
differently.

Srila Prabhupada: We are doing that.
Now, suppose we instruct the popula-
tion, “Please do not have illicit sex—
have sex only for procreation.” Have
you got any objection?

Director: Yes, I have. I like sex, and
my wife likes sex. We just enjoy. We
couldn’t live without it. Our marriage
is happier because we have sex.

Srila Prabhupada: Just see. [ Chuckles.|
This is the situation.

Director: This is the situation.

Srila Prabhupada: So how have my
disciples here accepted this principle
of no illicit sex?

Director: I don’t know. I don’t know.
But I couldn’t. Our life is enjoying sex,
and our marriage is happier with sex.

Srila Prabhupada: No, we don’t pro-
hibit sex. We simply prohibit illicit sex.
Director: Well, we use the pill. Vari-
ous contraceptives. We use all kinds
of things.

Srila Prabhupada: Why do you use
contraceptives?

Director: Because we don’t want any
more children.

Srila Prabhupada: Then why don’t you
stop sex?

Director: Because we like sex.

Srila Prabhupada: Just see. That is tan-
tamount to your going to a physician
and saying, “I want treatment, but still,
I want to do whatever I like.” That is
the situation.

Director: I didn’t come here for treat-
ment. [Laughter.]

Srila Prabhupada: [ Chuckles.] No, no.
You have come here for treatment,
because with all your government
activities, you have failed to control the
society. Therefore, you have come here
for treatment. But when I prescribe the
proper medicine, you don’t accept.
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Ruffians

At a festival in Poland, the Lord’s
holy names soothe souls to quell a threat.

by Indradyumna Swami

Each summer, His Holiness Indradyumna Swami heads up a group
of devotees who put on dozens of Hare Krsna festivals throughout
Poland. Here he reports on two of this year's early festivals, reveal-
ing the challenges, the dangers, and the victories.

N MAY 27, AS WE CHANTED through the streets of Thom-
aszow, a few antagonistic young men shouted obscenities
at us. Others simply stood still as we passed by, their angry
vision riveted on our kirtana party. On top of that, I noticed that all
the posters we had put up the night before (to cover those defaced
earlier in the week) were again covered by a bright sticker: “Atten-
tion! Sect! Festival canceled!” It seemed a concerted effort was
being made to stop our festival, and I sensed that the angry young
men we encountered in the town were somehow connected with it.

As darkness descended on the festival that evening, the band
was halfway through its repertoire. The kids loved it. Sri Prahlada
and the musicians were in full form. Hundreds of youngsters were
chanting and dancing, and many of us were thinking it was one of
the band’s best concerts ever. But just as they were starting their
last song, suddenly chaos enveloped the scene.

I was standing beside the sound tent when I saw a big canister
sail over the heads of the audience and land in the middle of the
crowd in front of the stage. When it hit the ground, it exploded,
spraying a huge cloud of pepper gas. All the kids started gag-
ging. Within seconds, twenty young men dressed in black with big
boots, and bandanas covering their faces, emerged from the dark-
ness and attacked the crowd. Swinging baseball bats, iron bars, and
chains, they beat devotees and guests indiscriminately. The first
person they hit was a twelve-year-old girl. She fell to the ground,

Adapted from the unpublished Diary of a Traveling Preacher, Volume 3,
Chapters 36 and 40. (Volumes 1 and 2 are available from the Hare Krsna
Bazaar. Please see page 66.)
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bleeding from her head.

Before our security could respond,
the neo-Nazi skinheads had injured
many people as they swung their weap-
ons in all directions. Premaharinama
Dasa, one of my disciples from Bosnia,
was also one of the first to go down,
with a heavy blow to his forehead.
Blood gushed from the wound. Eka-
natha Dasa was hit with a baseball bat
in the face, and when he fell the
skinheads kept beating him as he lay
on the ground.

Guests were falling left and right as
the skinheads, screaming right-wing
political slogans, hit their victims with
vicious blows. Vaikunthapati, Raksana,
and Sri Bhasya, three members of our
security force, descended on the attack-
ers with a fury. Along with Vara-nayaka
Dasa, a number of guests also fought
the skinheads with chairs and tables. In
the midst of it all, male devotees were
screaming to the women to run to the
bus parked nearby.

Outside the melee, people called the
police on their cell phones. As more
people joined the fight, the skinheads
retreated, only to reassemble and at-
tack again. One of them jumped into
our gift shop, where Taralaksi Dasi
smashed him with a chair. Then, as
suddenly as they had appeared, they
were all gone, having escaped into the
darkness.

Along with the five injured devo-
tees, some injured guests were lying on
the ground. There was blood every-
where.Ten minutes later an ambulance
arrived and took the most seriously
injured to the hospital. A long twenty
minutes later the police finally ar-
rived—although they had been only
two blocks away. Strangely enough,
they were not interested in making a
report on the attack and said they
couldn’t offer us any protection for the
rest of the night. They said they had
only three men on duty in the entire
town. We felt there might have been a
connection between the police and the
attackers. We even suspected that the
local Church might be involved. All day
long people were telling us that local
priests had been calling to warn them
not to come to the festival.

To my surprise, many people stayed
and milled around the festival site af-
ter the attack. They were angry that
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such a peaceful event had been so bru-
tally disrupted. People were talking
about religious intolerance and dis-
crimination, a common subject at this
time in Poland. But I was nervous that
so many people remained. I was afraid
the skinheads would return to finish off
what they’d started. Vara-nayaka, him-
self injured in the fight, ordered that
all the trucks, cars, tents, and parapher-
nalia be brought into the center of the
field so we could protect them more
easily.

After deliberating for some time, we
decided to dismantle the festival and
pack everything up. It was too risky to
stay; our security force was not pre-
pared to deal with so many well-armed

men. We had needed help from our

guests to repulse the attackers. We de-
| cided to cancel the second day of the
| festival.

Nandini Dasi and Radha Sakhi
Vrnda Dasi went to the hospital to
check on the injured devotees. Their
wounds required many stitches, but
fortunately none of their injuries were
serious,

We sent all the other women back
to our base in the bus, while all the men
stayed behind to protect the crew who
were breaking down the festival site.
Several carloads of skinheads arrived
two hours later, but we made a show
of force, and they retreated. We all ar-

rived back at our base at 4:00 A.M.

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES

www.Prabhupada.com
www.VedaBase.com

Founded in 1978, the Bhaktivedanta Archives is the official
repository for the films, photographs, documents, manuscripts,
correspondence, audio recordings, and other memorabilia
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, founder-dcarya of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives site www.Prabhupada.com
shows some of the work and holdings of the Archives, includ-
ing rare photographs of Srila Prabhupada and conversations
between him and prominent people. The site offers two free
email newsletters and is updated regularly with interesting and
stimulating images, articles, and information about Srila
Prabhupada.

The Bhaktivedanta VedaBase© website www.VedaBase.
com supports the searchable database of Srila Prabhupada’s
teachings. The site provides product information and instruc-
tions. The new “forum” feature allows visitors to ask ques-
tions and get answers from experienced users.
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A DANGEROUS CITY

About two weeks later, on June 12
we packed up after a successful fes-
tival in Gorzow Wielkopolski and
headed south, back towards Lodz, to
begin final preparations for our festi-
val there. Gorzow Wielkopolski had
been a picnic for the devotees. We were
special guests in the city, and the au-
thorities had made all the arrange-
ments for our festival. Devotees were
relaxed and had enjoyed the preach-
ing, but the light mood gradually
changed as we drove south.

The attack on our festival in Toma-
szow, near Lodz, was still fresh in the
devotees’ minds, and word had spread
among them that our professional se-
curity team (hired after the Tomaszow
incident) felt that Lodz was the most
dangerous city in Poland. Although we
were well received when we chanted
on the streets in Lodz before leaving
for Gorzow Wielkopolski, the writing
was literally on the walls in Lodz. The
all-pervading graffiti in the city re-

| vealed the hate and frustration of many
| of the youth there: “Poland for Poles,”

“Death to Jews,” and “Nazis Rule
Here” are favored slogans on the sides
of buildings everywhere. Lodz is an
industrial town with lots of factories,
but many people are out of work. Bore-
dom and frustration give rise to the
sentiments of xenophobia (extreme
nationalism) that caused the attack on
our festival in Tomaszow.

The further south we drove the
worse the weather became. Big black
clouds hovered overhead as we passed
Lodz and neared our base.

After looking out the window, one
devotee turned to me and said,“Maha-
rija, some devotees feel we're asking
for trouble by doing a festival in Lodz.
They say the same people who at-
tacked us in Tomaszow may come
back.”

“We shouldn’t worry,” I replied.
“Devotees are not afraid to defend
themselves if necessary.”

I quoted from a class by Srila Pra-
bhupdda in London in July 1973:
“Vaisnavas do not simply chant Hare
Krsna. If there is need, they can fight
under the guidance of Visnu and be-
come victorious. . . . Generally, a
Vaisnava is nonviolent, [however] if



Two things weighed beavily on my mind:
the frustrated youth of Lodz and the dark rain
clouds that bung over the city.

Krsna wants we shall be prepared to
become violent also.”

“But if there’s trouble,” I said, “we
won't do the fighting. We're well pro-
tected by our hired security team for
the entire three-day festival. Don’t
worry, their very presence will act as a
deterrent to anyone who would want
to harm us. We must go ahead with the
festival. Many interested people are
expressing a desire to come. All the
major local newspapers have written
articles about the festival. If there’s
anything we should worry about it’s
those dark clouds above. They’re our
most formidable enemy right now.”

Not wanting to worry the devotee, |

I didn’t share with him the advice our
security firm’s manager had given me
al a recent meeting.

“Despite all the security we're of-
fering you,” he had said, “there’s still
one way your enemies can stop this
festival for good.”

“What’s that?” I asked.

Looking at me intently, he said,
“Take you out.”

Coming closer, he continued, “You
have to take certain precautions from
now on. From the attack in Tomaszow
it’s obvious that some people will go
to any extreme to try to stop your fes-
tival. Here’s a brochure describing dif-
ferent types of bulletproof vests. You’d
be wise to place an order.”

Taken aback, I thought, “A bullet-
proof vest! What would the sannydasis
of yore think of that? They were car-
rying only a water pot and a staff, and
here I'll be wearing a bullet-proof vest
and carrying a can of CS tear gas and a
fighting stick tucked into my dhoti!”

I was going to reply that Krsna pro-
tects His devotees, but I realized that
Krsna expects His devotees to use their
intelligence as well.

“It’s your decision,” the security
team manager continued, “but don’t
underestimate your enemies.”

I pushed the brochure back across
the table . . . and he pushed it back.

“We're not playing games here,” he
said. “Give me your measurements.”

CLOUDS AND SKINHEADS

When we arrived back at our base
near Lodz, a letter was waiting for us
from the police in Tomaszow investi-

gating the attack on our festival. They |
discovered that on the day of our pro- |

gram a van had been rented by a priest
in the town of Czestochowa, fifty kilo-
meters south of Tomaszow, which had
transported fifteen tough-looking
young men to a parking lot not far from
our program. Witnesses had seen the
young men hurrying to the festival site
near the end of our program, and
twenty minutes later running back to
the van and speeding off. Further evi-
dence indicates that these young men
may have been responsible for the
havoc that night. The investigation is
continuing, and legal action is to be
taken at its completion.

The night before the first day of the
Lodz festival, I tossed and turned in
bed, unable to sleep. I was worried. 1
knew it could be a huge festival, if only
because we had done more advertis-
ing for it than any festival before. We
had distributed almost 50,000 invita-
tions, put up more than 1,000 posters,
and had been featured throughout the
media. But two things weighed heavily
on my mind: the frustrated youth of
Lodz and the dark rain clouds that
hung over the city.

When I woke up in the morning af-
ter a brief sleep, the first thing I did was
look out the window. The clouds were
darker than on the previous day, and I
could fee] the air thick with moisture.
I asked a devotee to buy a newspaper,
and when it came, my worst apprehen-
sions were confirmed—the weather
report predicted rain. But my eye
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caught another concern, which hadn’t
been brought to my attention: Not far
from our outdoor festival, and at the
same time, there was to be a major
soccer match, a sure sign of trouble,

I worshiped my deities, Laksmi-
Nrsimhadeva, with all the devotion I
could muster, ran through the whole
morning program with the devotees,
and after prasadam put everyone onto
our buses to the festival site. Under
ominous clouds, we worked for many
hours setting everything up. At 4:30
P.M. we opened the festival to a small
crowd. After an hour, the crowd had
grown to only 2,000 people. We often

| get 10,000 or more, and I attributed the
| relatively poor attendance to the pos-

sibility of rain. But as time passed,
the rain held off and things were going
smoothly.

The fifteen men on the security
team, however, appeared somewhat
nervous, apparently knowing the na-
ture of the youth in Lodz and the fact
that any trouble at the nearby soccer
match could easily spill into our festi-
val. But I couldn’t see how these men
had anything to worry about; each one
of them was over six and a half feet tall
and built like a fighting machine, with
huge muscles, fierce eyes, and scowls
on their faces. They were dressed in
black and armed with various weapons.

HOLD THE PRASADAM

At one point, I approached the man
in charge of security and asked if
everything was all right. He replied that
we didn’t have to worry but he did want
to speak to me about one thing. I
agreed and we sat down to talk.

“Maharaja,” he said, “I don’t want
my men eating your food anymore.
During the last festivals your devotees
have been giving them all kinds of
things to eat from your restaurant.”

“Are you worried there may be
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Some of the skinheads stood as if dazed,
then slowly began repeating the words of the mantra.

drugs in the food?” I asked.
“No,” he replied, “I know your pure
standards. The problem is that your

| at the festival in Tomaszow in particu- |

food has a special effect on my men. It |

makes them become like all of you.”

“What do you mean?” I asked.

“It makes them smile all the time.
It makes them soft and loving and com-
passionate. These men have to be tough
to do this job. Your food is turning my
lions into lambs! Just look over there.”

I glanced over toward our restau-
rant and saw two of his men eating
samosds while laughing and joking with
the devotees in a relaxed manner.

“They were never like that before,”
he said. “It’s the food, the singing, and
the whole atmosphere!”

“OK.,” I consented, “when the festi-
val season is over, we’ll give them
prasadam to take home.”

I wandered over to the stage just as
Sri Prahlada and the Village of Peace
reggae band started to play. Darkness
was setting in, but I could still see the
security men dressed in black guard-
ing the stage. As Sri Prahlada and the
band broke into a number chanting
Hare Krsna, I looked closely at the se-
curity men and saw the words of their
chief come true: They were swaying
slightly back and forth, chanting the
holy names. I left it to the chief to tell
them not to sing on the job. For me it
was once again confirmation of the
power of the holy names to turn hearts
of steel into soft butter.

After days of worrying about the
festival, I started to relax, seeing our
preaching bear fruit.

ANOTHER GANG

Then I saw them coming. A big gang
of young men appeared on the field. I
recognized them by their attire—skin-
heads. Dressed in black boots, tight
Levi’s, and T-shirts, they moved slowly
toward the crowd. Their faces showed
the same hate and anger I'd seen on
numerous occasions on the street, and

lar. The ominous words of the devotee

of their lungs and twirling and danc-

I had spoken to a few days earlier came | ing with abandon. I sat down at the

to mind: “Maharaja,some devotees feel |
we're asking for trouble by doing a fes-
tivalin Lodz. They say the same people
who attacked us in Tomaszow may
come back.”

Tlooked to the left and right and saw
our security men move in closer and
brace themselves for trouble. The
skinheads went slowly through the fes-
tival area, keeping in a big group, as
they always do. As they moved around,
people backed away. Some started to
leave, fearing violence. I looked again
toward the security men, who were
meeting hastily, obviously planning a
strategy if a fight broke out. The situa-
tion was tense, and my adrenaline was
running. I touched my jacket to make
sure my tear gas and fighting stick were
still in my pocket.

The skinheads moved quickly into
the crowd of young people dancing
before the stage and stood there for a
moment, as if waiting for a signal. The
security men started moving toward
them. S1i Prahlada and the band, oblivi-
ous of the danger, were singing another
song with the mahda-mantra, chanting
the holy names loudly while the drum-
mer played a driving beat that had the
kids dancing wildly. I jumped onto the
stage, figuring it would be a vantage
point if there was a fight.

Suddenly, to my amazement [ saw a
few of the skinheads start to tap their
big black boots to the music. Then, as
our powerful sound system carried the
maha-mantra far and wide, some of
the skinheads stood as if dazed, then
slowly began repeating the words of
the mantra. After a few minutes, all of
them were chanting and swaying back
and forth—a little self-conscious at
first, but as soon as the kids saw them
chanting, they grabbed them and
pulled them into the kirtana, and they
started dancing wildly. Eventually they
were completely absorbed in the kir-
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front of the stage in utter astonish-
ment. The security men backed off
to their original position, smiling to
themselves,

“What’s happening here?” I won-
dered.“How is it that these young men
who came here intent on fighting are
now laughing and dancing along with
the devotees? How has this sudden
change of heart come over them?”

I looked at Sri Prahlada, perspiring
profusely as he chanted the holy names
with deep faith and conviction from the
stage, leaping and twirling through the
air. I looked at the audience again and
saw skinheads, teenagers, children, and
adults all holding hands, dancing in a
big circle. Lit by the stage lights, they
looked like a huge firebrand being
twirled around.

As the kirtana went on, I sat there
in amazement.

“This is what it must have been like
during the time of Lord Caitanya,” I
thought. “The gentle and the ruffians
chanting the holy names together in
ecstasy by the unfathomable mercy of
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

Knowing it to be one of those rare
occasions we wilness only once in a
great while in Krsna consciousness, I
relished the moment.

Then suddenly the band stopped
and the kirtana was over. The skin-
heads, laughing and enjoying them-
selves, turned around and walked out
of the festival grounds. In a few min-
utes they were gone—although you
could still hear them from a distance,
singing Hare Krsna. @

Indradyumna Swami, a senior disciple
of Srila Prabhupada, accepted san-
nyasa, the renounced order of life, in
1979. Readers interested in receiving
chapters of Diary of a Traveling Preach-
er by email as they come out can write
to indradyumna.swami@pambho.nel.



Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious ga

therings regularly in their homes—or they’d like to start. You're invited.

Just give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like fo be added to the list,
please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

USA

ARKANSAS: Fayetteville — Hladini Sakti Dasa & Manmohini Devi Dasi,
(501) 443-4723

CALIFORNIA: To find out about programs in Amnaheim Hills, Buena Park,
Cerritos, Corona, Diamond Bar, Granada Hills, Laguna Niguel, Long
Beach, Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi Valley, and other southern California
locations, call Svayambhuva Disa at (310) 837-2430; Alpine —
Radhanatha Dasa, (619) 659-5728; Burlingame — Vaisesika Dasa &
Nirakula Devi Dasi, (630) 344-2446; Ojai — Urvasi Devi Dasi,
(805) 646-7572; Penn Valley — Rick & Judy Gross, (530) 432-
0854; Placentia — Sri Radha Raman Temple, (714) 996-7262; Redwood
Valley — Prasanna Yoga Ashram (Tksvaku Disa), (707) 485-5592;
*Sacramento — Ganapati Dasa & Malati Devi Dast, (916) 929-4557;
San Jose/Santa Cruz — Akroraniatha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Disi, (408)
353-9099

FLORIDA: Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism, (954) 345-
3456; Orlando — ISKCON Sunday Program, Shanti Mandir, [call
Dipa: (407) 788-7009); *Jaya Sila Dasa, (407) 290-1956; West Palm Beach
— Sre.ﬁatha Devi Dasi, (561) 712-8470

GEORGIA: Athens — Guru-Gauranga Hare Krishna Center, (706) 353-8180

HAWAIL Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate, (808) 259-5429

ILLINOIS: Des Plaines — *Radhia-Gopala Disa, (847) 768-9594; Elk Grove

Village — Suresh & Prema Meduri, (708) 236-1245; Gurnee — Nirantara |

Dasa & Premananda Devi Dasi, (847) 263-1384; Naperville — Ashok &
Preethy Menon, (630) 236-5747

INDIANA: Indianapolis — Steve W. Bausch (SyAmasundara Dasa),
(317) 357-9051; Terra Hante — Kalpana Singh. (812) 299-5660

IOWA: Towa City — Dan & Sylvia Lindberg, (319) 351-0801

KANSAS: *Lawrence — Ankottha Dasa & Gopimata Devi Dasi, (785) 594-7091

KENTUCKY: Lexington — Mr. Mallella Prasad, (606) 323-2286; Louisville —
Krishna House, (502) 638-9352

MARYLAND: Baltimore — Dr. Jagdish & Kamud Patel (Jaya Gaurasundara
Dasa & Kaumodaki Devi Dast), (410) 788-5947; Potomae —
Devaprastha Dasa & Padmamalini Dasi, (301) 299-1326; Silver Spring —
Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi Dési, (301) 236-0564; Anuttama
Disa & Rama Tulast Dast, (301) 570-6422

MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa),
(781) 471-7911

MICHIGAN: Lansing — Palaka Disa & family, (517) 484-7431; Nilles —
Prema Bhakti Dasa & Tapati Dasi (Frank & Tanya Britton),

(616) 687-9491

MINNESOTA: *Minnetonka — Jimmy and Terry Devine, (952) 933-5408;
*Golden Valley — Shashikant Bhojraj, (763) 522-4452

MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. 1. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939

NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (Samika Rsi Désa),
(973) 989-9233; Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046; New Brunswick
— *Subala Dasa, (732) 993-0622; *Parsippany — Rahul Kunderan,
(973) 428-8119; New Jersey Shore— Greg & Kristen, (908) 458-6670

NEW MEXICO: Los Alamos — Dr. Arvind Sharma, (505) 661-1939;

Suanta Fe — Jambavati Devi Dasi, (503) 466-4345; Silver City —
I3ana Dasa, (505) 534-8036;

NEW YORK: *Albany — Steve and Kelilalita Dasi, (518) 799-2172; Buffalo
— Ann Reed, (710) 881-0363; Corona (Queens) — Siviridhya Dasa
(Jayant V. Surti & family), (718) 639-6380; Rego Park — Nikunja-Behari
Disa (Nikhil N. Trivedi & family), (718) 897-2267

NEVADA: Las Vegas — Gopal De, (702) 458-6973; Dan Roberts,

(702) 452-3817

NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata
Diésa & Krsna Kumari Devi Ddsi), (704) 825-3753; Chapel Hill —
Laksmi Nysiraha Dasa, (919) 928-0460; Sandy Ridge — Adi Karta Dasa
& Ruciri Devi Dasi, (910) 393-9055

OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House, (614) 421-1661; Cleveland —

Krsnanandini Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934; or Kamagiri Devi Dasi,
(216) 761-3954; Kent — Regular programs at Kent State University
[contact Krishna House, (614) 421-1661]; Jim Kelley, (330) 297-5353
PENNSYLVANIA: Erie — Lila Kumara Devi Dasi, (814) 676-1791;
#Norristown — Radha Krishna Mahajan, M.D, (Kaivalya Dasa),
(610) 631-7653
RHODE ISLAND: Providence — Atmanivedana Dasa and Kirlida Kanyaka
Dasi, (401) 831-4886
SOUTH CAROLINA: Manning (1-95, Exit 115), Sunset Inn, Sam & Savita
Patel, (803) 473-2561
TENNESSEE: Memphis — Ghansyham and Rani Heda, (901) 752-3967;
Nashville — Nitii Gaurasundara Disa (Dr. Ravi Singh). (615) 896-3425;
VIRGINIA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitdcira Dasa &
Mayapriya Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223: Norfolk — Lucille Vogel,
(757) 531-2464; *Springfield — Sriman Dasa, (703) 455-1125
WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6525
WEST VIRGINIA: Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Tasmania — David Gould, (03) 6228-2717 (Hobart); Malcolm
Walsh, (03) 6343-2477 (Launceston)

BELGIUM: Ghent — Bhakta Vincent Serbruyns, (09) 386-1117;

Madhava Dasa, (03) 528-6049

BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Natardja Diasa, +55 (041) 263-4163

BRITISH ISLES (Jersey): St. Helier — Jean Nicolle, (01534) 610081

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Orikira Disa and Jadurani Devi Dasi (Om
& Jyoti Sharma), (403) 434-7343; London, Ontario — Radhika Parbhoo,
(519) 474-2153; Markham, Ontario — Prabhupida Dasa (V. B. Sharma),
{416) 294-9431; Salmon Arm, B.C. — Mukunda Midhava Dasa & Yasoda
Priya Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-Canada Hwy. NW, Salmon Arm, B.C. VIE
4M2 (no phone); Toronto — Ramananda Riya Dasa & Visikha
Devi Disi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Prr)grarm are held in
maore than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow.

GERMANY: Hamburg — Jayagaura Dasa, +49 (40) 410-2848 or +49 (4105)
12347; Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 635 23 72; Weimar — Katharina
Rauch, Am Jakobsfriedhof 1, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panapadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

HUNGARY: Liter — Torok Zoltan, Bajesy Zs. u. 56, Liter 8196

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan, Mahivikya
Dasa & Divya Kathi Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhigavatananda Dasa, (809) 925 8332;
Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayananda Disa & Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-374%;

Osaka — Satsvarfipa Dasa & Jalangi Devi Dasi, (06) 352-0729

MEXICO: Tijuana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 83-7599

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Diisa, (07) 856-7608;
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga, ((7) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyatita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok —
Pracarananda Disa, +48 (0601) 23-6470: Katowice — Yugala-Mirti Dasa,
+48 (032) 255-8557; Kielce — Laksmana Dasa, +48 (041) 331-7785; Lublin
— Posana Disa, +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow —Vrndavana Candra Dasa,
+48 (017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa, +48 (091) 34-5204;
Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than fifty locations. For informa-
tion contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, (021) 83007

H*TURKEY: Istanbul — Acyuta Madhava Dasa, turkey_iskcon@yahoo.com

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular patherings take place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one nearest you, or for help in starling one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.O. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts,, WD6 1NB. Phone: (0181) 905-1244

*New or revised listing,



THE RIDE TO RAMA GIRI
(continued from page 23)

were a group of Maharastrian villag-
ers. Some walked barefoot, not for
want of shoes, but for the higher merit
accrued for the austerity.

As the last curve of the road wid-
ened to the top, we found ourselves
before the steep rock wall of Rama
Giri fort. I was to learn that the fort
was built several centuries ago by kings
of the Bhonsle clan. Rama Giri was
chosen as the fort’s site for two reasons:
(1) strategically, the hill offers a 360-
degree view of the surrounding area,
which it was the kings’ duty to protect,
and (2) Vedic kings, even as late as the
eighteenth century, were impelled by
their burning religious convictions to
guard holy areas.

In 1827, however, after the Bhonsle
warriors suffered defeat at the hands
of British invaders at the Battle of

Sitalbuldi, their reign over the arearap- |
idly deteriorated. Today the fort with |

its old tanks and temples is a protected

monument, a historical oddity frozen

[ in time.
After parking the Enfields, we paid |

our obeisances to the huge, rare deity
of Lord Visnu-Vardaha who overlooks
the valley and the fort. This is one of
two giant Vardha deities weighing
several tons that I know of. There are
two Varaha temples in Mathura, an-
cient ones visited by Lord Sri Caitan-
ya Mahaprabhu, as documented by
“the king of poets” Krsnadasa Kavi-
rdja in his most inspiring Sri Caitanya-
caritamria. There is also a beautiful
white marble deity of Lord Varaha
worshiped in a fine temple along the
shores of Pushkar Lake in Rajasthan.
But the only other deity of Lord Vara-
ha of this immense size is the svayami-
bhii (“self-manifested”) Sri Visnu-
Varahaji of Majholi, Madhya Pradesh.
I was unable to ascertain the ancient
history of the Ram Giri Varahaji, prob-
ably one of the two largest in all of
India. After garlanding Lord Varaha
and receiving prasadam from the

priest, Anukaran and I entered the
ashram of Agastya Muni.

Lavishly preserved in marble and
carefully maintained by a group of de-
voted sadhus, the hermitage has been
developed as a pilgrims’ destination
of much importance. Even the yajfia-
sald, the holy place of fire sacrifice
where the rsi received Lord Rama, has
been continuously maintained since
Treta-yuga. An iron door has been in-
stalled over Agastya’s deep cave of
meditation; only select yogis are al-
lowed entrance into the chamber,
called Hatiphor. The ashram’s astute
crew of ascetics display extreme care
in the upkeep and worship of Saint
Agastya’s shrine. Their devotion re-
veals that they have correctly under-
stood the place’s Puranic significance.

Beyond Agastya Muni’s peaceful
cave is a large group of temples, the first
of which is dedicated to Laksmana,
who led the way to Rama Giri, an-
nouncing to the sages the arrival of his
brother and sister-in-law. This explains
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why the Laksmana Mandir is first. The
other temples are separately dedicated
to Lord Rama, Goddess Sita, and
Bhakta Hanuman.

The local history of the deities is |
noteworthy. In 1736 King Raghu Bhon- |

sle visited Rama Giri only to discover |

that just the padukas—or wooden san-
dals—of Lord Rama were being wor-
shiped. The deities were no longer
present. The king vowed to commission
Jaipur deities for the temple. But once
the sacred miirtis were prepared for
temple installation—prana-pratistha
—the king had a dream in which Lord
Rama told him to search under the
waters of the River Sur a few miles
north. Finally, in 1753, the original dei-
ties were discovered and re-installed
atop Rama Giri amidst much festivity
and celebration. The Jaipur deities are
privately cared for in a reserved area.

Anukaran and I lingered at each
temple, offering whatever rupees we
had to spare. After darsana, we climbed
up the steps to the top of the fortress
wall to view the vast valley of farmland,
lakes, and tiny villages encircling Rama
Giri. Gently at first, the sound of kir-
tana, the yuga-dharma of chanting of
the Lord’s holy name, wafted up from
the temple room, accompanied by the
ringing of karatdlas (hand cymbals).
The pada-yatri pilgrims we had passed
on the road were now sitting peacefully
before Lord Rama’s deity, singing His

holy names. Now every face within ear-
shot reflected blissful meditation upon
God. [See the sidebar “The Power of
Rama’s Name.”]

MORE ENFIELDS
To RAMA GIRI

We fell into silence as our attention
now drifted to the pristine beauty of
the sacred lake below, Ambala Kund.
Around the still waters of the lake,
temples and shade trees dot the shore.
The lake is said to have been named
for King Amba, who was cured of a
terrible disease after his bath in these
waters, which originate from an under-
ground river called Patala Ganga.

In the eighteenth century King Rag-
hu Bhonsle had the lake and many of

the shore temples renovated with fine
stone work. These temples include
those of Jagannatha, Paicamukhi
Mahadeva (“five-faced Siva”), and
Stirya Narayana (the Sun incarnation
of Visnu).

Carried more by spiritual energy
than reason at this point, Anukaran
and I found ourselves in the saddles of
the Enfields, riding downhill toward
Ambala Kund. Finding a shady spot, we
pulled over. The noonday sun overhead
told me it was time for my Gayatri
meditation. After a dip and prayers, the
silence was broken when Anukaran
mused, “I've ridden by Rama Giri
many times with the Enfield Club, but
somehow the beauty and meaning of
the place were never before revealed
to me.”

I’'m back in San Francisco now,
catching up on bills and household con-
cerns. The trip to India, like so many
I've taken there, now seems almost like
a dream. Yesterday I checked my email
and got this message: “The other mem-
bers of the Enficld Club are eager to
visit Rama Giri on our next ride. Hare
Krishna. Anukaran.”

Patita Pavana Dasa was initiated by
Srila Prabhupada in 1968. He has writ-
ten three books on Krsna conscious
astrology (available from Sagar Publi-
cations in India) and a guidebook to
Vindavana (available, as is Shri Push-
panjali, from The Hare Krsna Bazaar.)

NOTE: Devotee-pilgrims who would
like to visit Ram Tek and Rama Giri
may make arrangements with the
devotees at ISKCON Nagpur’s Sri Sri
Radha-Madhava Temple.

Vou're Jnvited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special festival
every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. You're invited to
join in the festival of music, dance, and spiritual discourse and then
share hearty plates of savories, sweets, and vegetable extravaganzas.
Come by and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition.
Call your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” page 59.)
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SPIRITUAL PLACES
(continued from page 14)

Another inconvenience may be our
own inability to travel. Another may
be our sense of personal disqualifica-
tion to enter the mood of a firtha. Lord
Caitanya’s devotees never visited the
temples on Govardhana Hill, and it’s
questionable whether Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati ever bathed in
Radha-kunda. Many of Lord Caitan-
ya’s Navadvipa followers never went
to Vrndavana.

Visiting a tirtha requires qualifica-
tion. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura indi-
cates this in his Navadvipa-bhava-
tarariga. After mentioning ISodyina,
which he calls “the Lord’s garden,” he
writes that if anyone visits this place in
Navadvipa, he will find only thorns.
Still, those with qualified vision will be
able to see the Lord’s garden through
his descriptions of it. No holy place can
actually be “seen” without qualified
vision.

While holy places maintain an ac-
tual physical integrity, they also main-
tain an integrity in the descriptions
found in devotional literature. Dur-
ing Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s time, a
conflict ended in Indians killing a Brit-
ish officer and the British lining up

their cannons and destroying a tem- |

ple. Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati noted
that although the British thought they
had smashed Krsna, they had done
nothing more than destroy a temple.

If a firtha disappears from our vi-
sion because of politics or time, we can
remember it and see it by submissively
reading the scriptures. A firtha is re-
vealed by the mercy of a pure devotee
and is seen through the ears.

The scriptures also tell us that we

are not required to travel the world
visiting holy places. There is always the
tendency for pilgrimage to turn into
wanderlust, which results only in a su-
perficial sightseeing. Although some
devotees can sustain a feeling of Krsna
conscious intensity when on pilgrim-
age, others are better able to meditate
on Krsna and His tirthas while serving
in the place assigned to them by their
spiritual master. We have limited en-
ergy in this lifetime; visiting firthas can
become an entire service in itself if it
is done frequently. Often, our spiritual
master has assigned us a service other
than pilgrimage, and we make more ad-
vancement by following his order than
by going to tirthas.

Narottama Dasa Thakura has as-
sured us that we can visit all the holy
places simply by visiting Vrndavana or
Mayapur. He also says that in Kali-
yuga, pilgrimage is as much a source
of bewilderment as of enlightenment.
The real service to a holy place is to
meditate upon the event that took
place there, and it is just as potent to
compose ourselves in our own place,
meditate on the significance of the par-
ticular place, and to then allow the

mood of that place to imbue our ser-
vice with new life.

Every holy place has an internal
reality. We are not always qualified to
see it, especially if we remain outsid-
ers to the mood. That is not only true
of places like Vrndavana and Mayapur,
but in ISKCON temples too. If we wish
to really take advantage of the spiri-
tual and historical authenticity of a par-
ticular place, we must learn to see with
eyes of devotion. When Arjuna and his
brothers were being taught archery,
only Arjuna was able to see nothing but
the eye of the target bird. Only he was
successful at hitting the target.

Similarly, we must learn to see to the
heart of a place and not focus only on
the externals, the apparent faults or
shortcomings according to our estima-
tions. We must see the saintly people
living there and see a little of their
purpose in serving their holy place. If
we wish to find the spiritual essence of
any holy place, we must learn to ap-
preciate both the service and the mood
with which it is offered there. With-
out that vision, we will always remain
outsiders, even in the most spiritually
authentic place.

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami, one of"SrE[a
Prabhupada’s first disciples, is a former
editor of BTG and the author of many
books on Krsna consciousness, includ-
ing a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupédda.

GOVINDA (continued from page 10)

Actually our position is that we are
always rendering service to someone.
We are always serving our bodies and
the extensions of our bodies in the
form of family, society, country, and
so on. If a person has no one to serve,
he sometimes keeps a pet cat or dog
and renders service unto it. Constitu-
tionally we are made to render service
to the Supreme Person, but when we
deny that person we are forced to ren-
der service to something else. In any
case, the rendering of service will be
there, and that rendering of service is
called sandatana-dharma, or the eter-
nal activity or occupation of the living
entity.

On the material platform, despite
rendering service to our best capacity,
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we are never satisfied. In the material
conception, everyone is frustrated, be-
cause the service rendered is not prop-
erly directed. If we want to render
service to a lree, we must waler its
roots, not just its branches and leaves.
Similarly, if the stomach is given food,
all the other parts of the body are nour-
ished. We should understand therefore
that if the Supreme Personality of
Godhead is served, all His parts and
parcels will be satisfied also. Therefore
all welfare activities, including all ser-
vice to society, family, and nation, are
perfected by serving the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.

In a conversation with his disciple
Narada Muni, Lord Brahma made
the following statement: “The Vedic
literatures are made by and are meant
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for the Supreme Lord. The demigods
are also meant to serve the Lord as
parts of the body, the different plan-
ets are also meant for the sake of the
Lord, and different sacrifices are per-
formed just to please Him. All differ-
ent types of meditation or mysticism
are meant to realize Him. All austeri-
ties are aimed at achieving Him. Cul-
ture of transcendental knowledge is
for getting a glimpse of Him, and
ulti-mately salvation is in entering His
kingdom.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.5.15
—-16) By following in the footsteps of
Lord Brahma, we can attain that ulti-
mate salvation and glimpse that Su-
preme Person worshiped by Lord
Brahma and all other demigods in the
universe.
Thank you very much.{3
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Narada Muni Dasa, Alachua, Florida

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA

\MA RAMA, HARE HARE

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama”)



0N PILGRIMAGE

Thirty Days
In Krgl,la’sy )

In remote corners of Vrndavana, pilgrims
find little known places of Krsna’s pastimes
and get a clearer view into their own hearts.

by Lokanath Swami

Photos by Nrsimha Kavaca Dasa

HE VRAJA Mandala Parikrama* |

is a walking pilgrimage through-

the district in North India where Lord
Krsna appeared five thousand years
ago. Devotees walk the entire pari-
krama path, stopping at the places
where Krsna performed His pastimes.
Vraja Mandala Parikrama can be con-
sidered pada-sevanam (serving Sri
Krsna’s lotus feet), one of the nine
forms of devotional service.

Within Mathura, the Yamuna River
and the twelve forests of Vrndavana
form the stage for the divine play of
Radha and Krsna's transcendental pas-
times. Lord Krsna presides over the
seven forests on the Yamuna’s western

bank: Madhuvan, Talavan, Kumuda- |
van, Bahulavan, Vrndavana, Kamya- |

van, Khadiravan. And Lord Balarama
rules the five forests decorating the
eastern bank: Bhadravan, Bhandira-
van, Bilvavan, Lohavan, and Mahavan.
These twelve be

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the Su- |

| preme Personality of Godhead Him-
out the land of Vraja, or Mathura, |

self, set an example by touring Vrnda-
vana’s twelve forests. While Lord
Caitanya was performing the pari-
krama, the residents said:

Who says He is a sannyasi? He is
Krsna Himself appearing in this
dress and form. Just see the proof.
Different birds are all coming for His
darsana [audience]. The cuckoos and
parrots are happily addressing Him
as Krsna, and the peacocks are danc-
ing in jubilation. See the wonderful
blooming of the trees! O brother, just
see the creepers showering flowers
on this person, who is disguised as a
sannyasi. The deer are coming near
Him and staring undivertedly to-
wards His face. All the cows are com-
ing running from all sides with raised
tails, and they also look at His face.
By the tears of ecstasy falling from
the eyes of these creatures, we can
understand that they arc meeting
Him after a long period of time.
—From the book Mathura Man-
dala Parikrama, based on Stila
Narahari Cakravarti Thakura’s
- Bhakti Ratnakara .

The six Gosvamis and other associ-
ates of Lord Caitanya, as well as thou-
sands of faithful in His line (Gaudiya
Vaisnavas) throughout the centuries,
have enthusiastically executed Vraja
Mandala Parikrama, a blissful form of
c]evotional service. In October 1932,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, the
spiritual master of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, led a group of more than a thou-
sand disciples and other pilgrims on a
month-long parikrama of the sacred
places of Vrndavana. It was one of the
largest parikramas ever seen in Vrnda-
vana. Srila Prabhupada, then a married

| man living in Allahabad, traveled to
| Vindavana intent on secing Bhakti-




siddhénta Sarasvati and hoping to join
the parikrama party.

“I was not initiated at the time of
the parikrama,” Srila Prabhupada
recalled, “but I had very good admi-
ration for these Gaudiya Math peo-
ple. They were very kind to me, so 1
thought, “What are these people doing
in this parikrama? Let me go.” So 1
met them at Kosi.”

Today dozens of groups of devotees
from different parts of India still per-
form the padayatra (walking festival)
of Vraja Mandala to see and hear about
the places of Krsna’s pastimes. Every
year during the month of Kartika (Oct.
-Nov.), Krsna devotees taste the ec-
stasy of circumambulating Sri Vrnda-
vana Dhama. Besides being a wonder-
ful way to see and serve Sri Krsna’s
transcendental land, Vraja Mandala
Parikrama purifies one’s consciousness.

Srila Riipa Gosvami has described

When Lord Caitanya visited Vrnda-
vana five centuries ago (far left), the
deer recognized Him as their beloved
Krsna. A pilgrim makes creative use
of a leaf plate (below) to protect her
from Vraja’s intense sun. Background:
a temple near Govardhana Hill.



Vraja: “I remember the Lord stand-
ing by the banks of the Yamuna River,
so beautiful amid the kadamba trees,
where many birds are chirping in the
gardens. And these impressions are
always giving me transcendental reali-
zation of beauty and bliss.” Even non-
devotees can feel the bliss described
by Riipa Gosvami. The places in the
eighty-four-square-mile district of
Mathura and Vrndavana are so beau-
tifully situated on the banks of the
river Yamuna that anyone who goes
there will never want to return to this
material world.

SIMPLE, SACRED LIFE

We rise before the sun and walk
through hills and valleys, traveling
deep into Vrndavana. Little remote
villages dot our path. Village life is
simple and austere, but the villagers are
warm and generous. Whenever we stop
they offer us fresh water, buttermilk,
and steaming hot whole-wheat rotis
(chapatis, or flatbreads).

As we cross cultivated fields, a team
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On the road to
Badrinath in Vraja
(above), devotees
flank and follow
the Parikrama
deities, borne on
the head of His
Holiness Gopala
Krsna Goswami.
Lord Krsna's
footprints in stone
(left) bear witness
to His incompar-
able flute-playing,
which caused
stones to melt in
ecstasy. Following
an age-old
tradition, a village
woman (right)
spruces up her
home with an
antiseptic mixture
of cow dung and
mud.
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of oxen and a straw-laden donkey
amble past rice paddies ornate with
exotic birds. The sounds of the cuckoo
bird, the mourning dove, and the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra mingle together.
Some devotees keep to the back of the
kirtana party, silently chanting japa on
their beads. The morning is calm, and
the soft sandy path is gentle on our feet.
As we enter Madhuban, children
bounce beside us, their eyes twinkling
with glee. The kirtana reverberates off
the mud walls and through the narrow
lanes. The village brahmana greets us,
a wise old man with happy eyes and
stubbly beard. He sprinkles holy wa-
ter on us. The cow-dung homes smell
fresh and clean. In a spotless courtyard,
children carrying bows and arrows
imitate Sitd, Rama, Laksmana, and
Hanuman. Villagers invite us into their
homes for something to eat or drink.
While some devotees rest or read,
others venture farther into the village
to get a closer look at the life of the lo-
cal residents (Vrajabasis). Some devo-
tees take a refreshing bath in a pond,
while others wash their laundry. Clus-
tered around the village water pump,
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Replica of the Spiritual World

IN THE SPIRITUAL world of descends just as an entourage
Vrndavana the buildings are accompanies an important per-
made of touchstone, the cows are  sonage. Because when Krsna
known as surabhi cows, givers of  comes His land also comes, Vrnda-
abundant milk, and the trees are vana is not considered to exist in
known as wish-fulfilling trees, for  the material world. Therefore

they yield whatever one desires. devotees take shelter of the Vrnda-
In Vrndavana Krsna herds the vana in India, for it is considered
surabhi cows, and He is wor- to be a replica of the original
shipped by hundreds and thou- Vrndavana.

sands of gopis, cowherd girls, who —Introduction to Teachings of
are all goddesses of fortune. Lord Caitanya, by His

When Krsna descends to the ma- Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
terial world, this same Vrndavana vedanta Swami Prabhupada

Vimal Kund (top) is one of many holy lakes
where Lord Krsna played with His friends in
Vraja. Two local girls (far left) eagerly draw
water for pilgrims from the village well. At left:
bathing at Tapasya Kund.
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Instructions
from Sage larada

NARADA SAYS to Dhruva:
“My dear boy, I therefore wish
all good fortune for you. You
should go to the bank of the
Yamuna, where there is a
virtuous forest named Madhu-
vana, and there be purified.
Just by going there, one draws
nearer to the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, who always
lives there.”

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.42
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Life on parikrama
(left) means no
washing machines,
and drop-in visits
from Krsna's
beloved cows. In
Vraja even the goats
(right) are special,
because they’re
residents of Krsna’s
eternal home. It’s
not the Himalayas,
but a midday, 270-
step climb to the top
of Vraja’s Kedar-
nath (below) can
challenge a pilgrim’s
endurance.



we watch the children dexterously fill
their waterpots. It is a crowded scene.
Suddenly, a teenage boy and his moth-
er approach the well. The boy pushes
his way through the crowd and takes
hold of the pump handle. We think he’s
angry that we’re using “his” pump. But
with an infectious smile, he begins to
pump water for everyone.

TiME TO THINK

Most devotees who visit Vrndavana
never experience Vraja like this. One
devotee comments, “If you don’t walk,
you miss ninety per cent of Vraja.”
Normally in Vrndavana we tend to feel
like transcendental tourists, catching
buses to the holy places. But to see
Vraja on foot allows one more time to
think and to find one’s real identity.

‘We visit Talavan forest, where Lord
Balarama killed Dhenukasura. In the
village of Etarsi, we visit the temple
where breathtakingly beautiful deities
of Balarama and His eternal consort,
Revati, reside. A tala tree stands just
inside the temple compound.

It is traditional to perform pari-
krama barefoot, and we try our best to
follow the example of the saintly per-
sons who have walked before us. Some-
times small thorns prick our feet, and
we (ry to remember the austerities of
Dhruva Maharaja, compared to which
ours are insignificant. Vraja Mandala
Parikrama strips one of all pretensions.
We may have a big position in this
world, but the thorns don’t discrimi-
nate.

Before it gets too hot, we climb to
the summit of Kedarnath Mountain.
A stone staircase etched into the
mountainside leads us up 270 steps to
a temple of Lord Siva. The temple is a
natural cave, its overhang resembling
the hoods of a multi-hooded snake.
From atop the hill, we view the unique
panoramic scene of the Vraja plains,
stretched for about twenty kilometers
all around us. As our gaze wanders out
over the expanse of sacred land, we
meditate on and hear about Krsna’s
Vrndavana pastimes.

KRSNA’S FOOTPRINTS

In the early afternoon we take to
tarred road on a seemingly endless
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Surabhi Kund (right) commemorates the spot where
Airavata, the elephant of Indra, bathed Lord Krsna
with celestial Ganges water. Parikrama organizers
provide colorful tents (below) to house devotees
during the month-long pilgrimage. Near Govardhana
Hill (below), a sadhu caresses a decorated cow, who
is free to wander at will. Parikrama leader His
Holiness Lokandath Swami (below, right) tries out a
rock slide used by Krsna and His friends.

walk to Caran Pahari. Here, Krsna
would play His flute and melt the rocks
with a touching melody. The rocks
captured Krsna’s footprints. We ea-
gerly rush to see them and smear on
our heads the dust from these five-
thousand-year-old footprints. We pray
that our stonelike hearts may also melt
in response to Krsna’s call.

We bathe in ponds where Krsna
played His water sports and submerge
ourselves in the Yamuna River, where
He performed unlimited pastimes. We
feel like we are following Him around
Vraja. If we stay on His trail, we’ll turn
the last corner of material attachment
and catch up with Him. On parikrama
we get a glimpse of the mood of sepa-
ration from Krsna as we wander
through the forests of Vindavana. Pari-
krama instills appreciation for devo-
tional sentiments even within the heart
of a neophyte devotee.

Finally we see the city of Mathura
rise from the plains of Vraja like an
ancient medieval kingdom. We've
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made it! One hundred sixty-eight miles
in thirty days. A tremendous feeling
of accomplishment and exhilaration
rises in our hearts. Our Vraja Man-
dala Parikrama is almost over, and
our walk on the path back to Godhead
has shortened.

A tall bridge leads us across the
Yamuna back to Mathura. The kirtana
resounds through the crowded back
streets of the city. We take our final
bath at Vishram Ghat. Vraja Mandala
Parikrama is a perfect test for one’s
spiritual health. In the pure atmo-
sphere of the Lord’s land, our impuri-
ties stand out clearly, like black spots
on a white sheet. Out here we see how
far we have come in spiritual life and
how far we have to go. Yet, this is en-
couraging; it increases our desire for
purification, so that one day we may
become qualified to reside eternally in
Vrndavana. {3

Lokanath Swami is the director of
ISKCON Padayatras (“walking pil-
grimages”) worldwide and the author
of the recently published book Kumbha:
The Festival of Immortality. He has
been coordinating Vraja Mandala
Parikrama since 1987.

flcquiring Spiritual Flavors in Vindavana

SRILA BHAKTISIDDHANTA
Sarasvati Thakura states that the
business of the tongue is to
gratify itself with the varieties of
flavor, but by wandering in the
twelve holy forests of Vraja-
mandala (Vrndavana), one can
be freed from the twelve flavors
of material sense gratification.
The five principal divisions of
material relationships are neutral
admiration, servitude, friendship,
parental affection, and conjugal
love; the seven subordinate
features of material relationships
are material humor, astonish-
ment, chivalry, compassion,
anger, dread, and ghastliness.
Originally, these twelve rasas, or
flavors of relationships, are

exchanged between the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and the
living entity in the spiritual world;
and by wandering in the twelve
forests of Vrndavana one can re-
spiritualize the twelve flavors of
personal existence. Thus one will
become a liberated soul, free from
all material desires. If one artifi-
cially tries to give up sense gratifi-
cation, especially that of the
tongue, the attempt will fail, and
in fact one’s desire for sense grati-
fication will increase as a result of
artificial deprivation. Only by
experiencing real, spiritual plea-
sure in relationship with Krsna
can one give up material desires.
—Srimad-Bhagavatam
11.8.20, Purport
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WRINKLE
IN TIME

Why old age is a gift from God.

by Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi

‘ ’i ? HENEVER I WENT to my best friend’s
house, her great-grandmother, Mrs.
Werble, would be perched in the same

spot, staring at the television. Delighted to have

a visitor, Mrs. Werble would insist I sit with her, |

and she’d ramble on about her past. I was her
captive audience, and I would feel sad on see-
ing the toll relentless time had taken upon her.
The loose skin of her shriveled body hung off
her bones; she looked out, vacant and lonely,
from filmy eyes.

Being a compliant, unassertive child, I would
politely sit and listen to Mrs. Werble until my
friend came in to rescue me, pulling me up by
the arm and leading me out of the room.

I was twelve years old, and old age fright-
ened me. I had a youthful, developing body and
felt attractive and energetic. Filled with adoles-
cent desires to enjoy, I loved exerting myself in
sports like tennis, skating, and swimming. But
looking into the hollow eyes of Mrs. Werble sent
chills down my spine. Someday in the distant
future, my body would be in a similar condi-
tion. Was there any way to prevent such a fate?
I thought of the tabloids in the supermarket
and the aging faces of my favorite movie stars.
With make-up and face-lifts they desperately
tried to defeat the effects of time. But it was
clearly a losing battle. Even with their millions

of dollars, they still withered away.

Having had little religious training, I didn’t
consider that perhaps God had a plan in such a
design for our bodies. I could see only that ag-
ing didn’t fit into my plan for enjoying in this
world, and I couldn’t see any redeeming quality
in it. I concluded it was better to die young, be-
fore having to face the breakdown of the body.
But thoughts of Mrs. Werble haunted me. My
attempls to enjoy were often frustrated by re-
membering her body. Since enjoyment is tem-
porary, what is the ultimate purpose of my short
life? Why do we get old and die?

SEARCH THROUGH BOOKS

In college these questions led me to research
systems of truth in philosophy, literature, and
religion. I read such books as Thoreau’s Wal-
den, Herman Hesse’s Siddhartha and The Bead
Game, Camus’s existential short stories, Thomas
Merton’s Thoughts in Solitude, the Bible, the
Koran, and Bhagavad-gita As It Is, by His Di-
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada. Of all my readings, I found the teachings
of the ancient Vedic literature the most appeal-
ing and persuasive.

In particular I was drawn to verses in the
Bhagavad-gira that describe how we are not the
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material body but rather a spiritual

Ten years after my visits to Mrs.

spark with a spiritual body that never | Werble’s house, I enthusiastically took

grows old, never gets sick, and is always
filled with joy. The Bhagavad-gita
teaches that the process to realize our
self is bhakti-yoga. 1 understood that I
would still have to suffer disease and
old age in this life, but perhaps—if 1
could take the process seriously—this
would be the last time.

forums, free classifieds and personals, book reviews, services, vellow

up the practices of bhakti-yoga, rising
early every day to chant the Lord’s holy
names and study the Vedic scriptures.
I have continued to add those practices
into my busy life for the past twenty-
five years.

I’'m forty-seven now, and aging is
still an undesirable part of my life. [

pages, and much more. Hare Krishna World print edition is accept-

ing advertising and subscriptions ($22 US, §34 elsewhere). Contact:
HKW, P. O. Box 238, Alachua, FL 32616-0238, USA. Phone: (386)
462-5054. Fax: (386) 462-5056. E-mail; editor@harekrishnaworld.com

You 're Invited to Join
ISKCON's 15th Annual Vraja Mandala Parikrama

—THE ULTIMATE PILGRIMAGE—
November 1-30, 2001

Spend one spiritually invigorating month touring the land of Krsna
with experienced, Krsna conscious guides.

Registration: Begins October 25 at Krishna-Balaram Mandir
in Vrndavana. Cost: Approximately $100

“VMP is a wonderful opportunity to enter into Krsna’s pastimes . . .
I discovered the Krsna book coming alive.”—B. V. V. Narasirmha Swami

“VMP is pure association—the biggest collection of pure souls
I have had centact with.”—Bhakta Curtis

“Being here in Vindavana [on VMP] has helped me see Krsna
everywhere. You are actually seeing the places where Krsna performed
His pastimes—rather than trying to imagine them.”—Lila Sakti Dasi

For more information, e-mail Iokanath Swami: lokanath.swami@pamho.net
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have felt the allure of trying to salvage
youthfulness with hair dyes and skin
creams. But | understand how aging
can help us become more fixed and
serious about ending our material jour-
ney. Old age is the signal that our time
in this body is running out. When old
age sets in, we should have had enough
experiences to verify that material en-
joyment doesn’t give substantial plea-
sure. If we've had spiritual training,
we can avoid retiring in comfort and

[ wasting our final years playing games

and watching TV. The Vedic litera-
ture teaches that death will come and
snatch the unsuspecting soul from the
body, and the mentality we’ve culti-
vated in life will propel us into the next
body.

AGING OF THE
UNPREPARED

A few years ago, my parents retired
after forty-five years of working nine-
to-five, five days a week, to maintain
their family. During their working
years, their weekends were filled with
sleeping late, cooking meals, cleaning
the house, and shopping, Spiritual and
religious practices consisted of two
yearly trips to a synagogue to observe
the high holidays. They exercised and
were careful about their diets. Today,
though in their seventies, they’re in
“good health.” Yet there’s no escaping
the affects of time. Images of the youth-
ful bodies captured in their marriage
portraits and preserved under glass
barely resemble the aging couple [ sce
today. Thinning gray hair and slacken-
ing skin obscure their once attractive
features.

Their friends are becoming men-
tally incompetent and physically handi-
capped and arc dying one by one. All
the money my parents saved over the
years is now available for Mediterra-
nean cruises and excursions to fancy
resorts. Their days are filled with ten-
nis, dancing, and dining in expensive
restaurants.

I have a lot of affection for my par-
ents, and although they were at first
unhappy about my decision to pursue
a spiritual life, they now approve of
my practices and show respect for
the choices I have made. Yet I feel sad-
dened by their oblivion of the passing



For spiritual practitioners,
aging subdues the senses and allows us to become
more peaceful and increase our internal life.

of time. They seem so content in their
stucco Florida home, like the little
alligators bobbing up and down on
wooden decoy ducks in the lake across
the street.

I pray they may have some epi-
phany, vision, or near-death experience
to pierce through the illusion of their
material life. A few years ago my
ninety-four-year-old grandfather died.
Until his late eighties he was still work-
ing as a podiatrist, taking brisk walks
in the evening, and living indepen-
dently. After a stroke, he no longer rec-
ognized me. Once, when I visited him
in the nursing home, I brought him a
piece of cake. He sat and ate the cake.
Within seconds of finishing, he looked
at me and asked, “What happened to
my cake?”

A REASONABLE CHOICE

Sometimes people who challenge
my choice to be a devotee ask me,
“What if you’re wrong and there is no
Krsna?”

While my experiences over the
years have convinced me that Krsna
exists, it’s hard to prove His existence
to a doubting Thomas. But I logically
reply, “If I'm wrong, I've still had a
peaceful, satisfying, and fulfilling life,
so what’s the loss? And what if I'm
right and Krsna exists? I'll gain eter-
nal life in a spiritual body.”

I then turn the question over to
them: “What will you have lost by de-
nying Krsna?”

When I ask this question, I think of
my grandfather. He had been a very
successful man, but what was the final
result?

Consider my grandfather’s life in
comparison to that of my spiritual fa-
ther, Srila Prabhupada. At the age of
sixty-nine, Prabhupada left the comfort
of a holy place to journey to one of

York. Out of deep compassion for suf-
fering humanity, he traveled across the
Atlantic, surviving two heart attacks.
Undeterred by sickness, poverty, and
lack of support, he repeated the mes-
sage of his spiritual predecessors,
giving hope and guidance to people
like me grappling for understanding
and truth in these confusing times.
In Prabhupada’s last twelve years, he
built a spiritual movement that brought
the teachings and practices of bhakti-
yoga to the West and revived it in the

| East. Till his last breath, Prabhupada

taught that the purpose of human life
is to reawaken our loving relation-
ship with the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna.
Prabhupada’s old age was given to
the fulfillment of his spiritual master’s
vision.

THE OPPORTUNITY
OF OLD AGE

Human life is a rare gift from God.
It affords us the opportunity to pro-
gress on our spiritual journey. Krsna
has designed our bodies to assist us in
this process. If we are on a spiritual
path, aging helps us to let go of our at-
tachment to our bodies. Our aging
body tells us that death is fast ap-

proaching. For the spiritual practitio- |
ner, aging subdues the senses and |
allows us to become more peaceful and |

increase our internal life.

For a devotee, retirement years are
an opportunity to take full advantage
of devotional service. Free of respon-
sibilities and obligations, we can use
our full time and attention to develop
our love for Krsna. We can use our time
studying the voluminous Vedic litera-
ture, which describes the Lord’s activi-
ties and teachings. We can increase our
meditation on chanting holy mantras
and purifying our hearts with the spiri-
tual sound. We can make beautiful

the world’s most hellish cities, New | clothes and jewelry to decorate the

deity form of the Lord. Whatever tal-
ents we may have—in art, music, writ-
ing, cooking, teaching—can be used to
glorify the Lord.

‘We can travel, too. But rather than
going to the Riviera to sunbathe, we
can go to holy places where the Lord
performed His pastimes on earth. Such
pilgrimages purify us and help us feel
closer to God by increasing our devo-
tion. We can also travel to share with
others our spiritual experiences and
realizations.

I look forward to retiring and hav-
ing more time for the things that en-
liven me, such as reading Prabhupada’s
books, chanting the Lord’s holy names,
making jewelry for the deities, and writ-
ing and teaching my realizations for the
benefit of others. In the mean time, by
regularly reading the Vedic scriptures
I become more aware of the shortcom-
ings of life without spiritual practice.
For a Krsna devotee, every situation,
even old age, can be instructive.

Had Mrs. Werble known about
bhakti-yoga, she could have been
sitting in that same room chanting
the Hare Krsna mantra absorbed in
thoughts of her eternal life. Her eyes
would have been filled with love and
serenity. She would have been joyful
in her last days, feeling the presence
of her Lord at every moment. And
when I came to the house, she would
have shared her spiritual thoughts
and visions with me and uplifted me
from my own ignorance. Even though
she didn’t take up her spiritual life,
I thank her for the role she did play
in my spiritual awakening and pray
she may find Krsna during her own
on-going journey. &

Arcana-Siddhi Devi Dasi was initiated
by Srila Prabhupada in 1976. She lives
with her husband and son in Baltimore,
Maryland, where she works as a family
therapist.
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area. :
Because the Hare Krsna move-

ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
_dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
proniinent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 5-September 2)

SEPTEMBER

1—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, foremost
teacher of chanting Hare Krsna.

2 Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s accepting sannyisa, the
renounced order of life. Third
month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 3-17 [Continues

after the Month of Purusottama-
adhika.])

10—Anniversary of Prabhupada’s
arrival in the United States.

14—Trisprsa Maha-dvadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans for
Indira Ekadasi.

Month of

Purusottama-adhika
(September 18-October 16 )

28 Padmini Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

13-—Parama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Padmanabha (continued)
(October 17-November 1)

26— Ramacandra Vijayotsava, the
anniversary of Lord Ramacandra’s
victory over the demon Ravana.
Appearance anniversary of Srila
Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava philoso-
pher and spiritual master who
appeared in the thirteenth century.

Srila Prabhupada (right) accepts
sannyasa in September 1959, in Ma-
thura, India. Others, from left: Muni
Maharaja, Bhaktiprajiiana KeSava
Maharadja.

28 Vyanjuli Maha-dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans for Pasan-
kusa Ekadasi. Disappearance anni-
versary of Srila Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami, Stila Raghunatha Bhatta
Gosvami, and Srila Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami, great associates
and followers of Lord Caitanya.

NOVEMBER
1—Sri Krsna Saradiya Rasa-yatra.

Disappearance anniversary of Sri
Murari Gupta, an associate of Lord
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CALENDAR

- OCTOBER

Caitanya. Beginning of Damodara-

vrata. Offering lamps for one
month. Also, the fourth month of
Caturmasya begins (fasting from

“uraddal).

Month of Damodara
(November 2-November 30)

6-—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura, a

great devotee of Krsna known for
his Bengali devotional songs.

11—Rama Ekadasi. Fastiﬁg from
grains and beans.

15— Diwali, the festival of illumi-
nating Krsna’s temples with lamps.
Call your local Hare Krsna temple
for details.

16— Govardhana Puja, the festival
commemorating the worship of
Govardhana Hill by the residents
of Vindavana and Krsna’s lifting
the hill. Call your local Hare Krsna
temple for details.

19-Disappearance anniversary

of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Devotees observe this
day with personal remembrances
of Srila Prabhupada, readings from
his biography, and fasting till noon,
followed by feasting,

23— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a great
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

26—Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. Also, the
disappearance anniversary of Srila
Gaurakisora Dasa Babaji, the
spiritual master of Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, who
was Stila Prabhupada’s spiritual
master. Fasting till noon.



The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Not all temples have lodging for guests. Phone ahead.

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, 380 054/
Tel. (079} 676-9827, 674-4944 or -4945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan,achsp@pamho.net
Aliahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294
Bangalore, KS — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax; (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: questhouse@iskconbangalore.org
Bangalore, KS — |SKCON Sri Jaganath Mandir, No.5 Sripuram, 1st cross, Sheshadripuram,
Bangalare 560 020/ Tel. {080) 353-6867 or 226-2024 or 353-0102
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 310630/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
Belgaum, KS — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006
Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 553517 or 555517 /
E-mail: iskconbbsr@usa.net
Bombay — (see Mumbai)
Calcutta — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033} 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax: (033) 247-8515
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-8, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232/
Chennai, TN — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fax: (044) 434-5929
Coimbatore, TN — Hare Krishna Land, 100 feet New Scheme Rd. (opp CIT), 641 014/ Tel. (0422)
826508 or -9/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (02692) 34606/
Fax: (02892) 34319
Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963
Hanumkonda, AP — Negladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399
Haridaspur, West Bengal — P.0. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, West Bengal 743 704/
Tel. (03215) 57856.
Haridwar, UP — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849
Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
Tel. (040) 474-4969 or -2018
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 529665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON, Krishna Balaram Mandir, Dholai, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar,
Jaipur 302 020/ Tel. (0141) 782765/ E-mail: iskcon@datainfosys.net
Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991) 33047
Kurukshetra, HS — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529
Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018
Madras — (see Ghennai)
Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
Mayapur, WB — Shree Mayapur Ghandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamhao.net
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Near Babulnath
Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 369-7228/ Fax: (022) 367-7941/
E-mail: radha.krishna.rms@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E}, opposite Royal College, Thane,
401107/ Tel. (022) 811-7795 or -7796/ Fax. (022) B11-8875
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, Plot No 1, Abhayankar Nagar Petrol
Pump, Abhayankar Nagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 224180 or 2247867
New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi}, behind Nehru Place Complex (mail; P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 621-5421 or 628-0067/
E-mail: kratu.achsp@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonline.com
New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782
Noida, UP — B-40, Sector 56, 210 301/ Tel. (0118) 458-3464/
E-mail: premanjana.lok@pamho.net
Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Shalapur, e
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473
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Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765
Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259
Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar/ Tel. (06752) 23740
Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubulif Tel. (06752) 24594
Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, WB — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/
E-mail: iskcon@dte venl.net.in
Sri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891 or 765516 or 773386
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114/
E-mail: revathi.raman.jps@pamho.net
Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada Nagar, 182 101/
Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — |SKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010/
Tel. (0542) 312062 or 222617
Vishakapatnam, AP — [SKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/ Tel. (0891) 528376/
E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail com
Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist,, 281
124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442596/ Email:105146.1570@compuserve.com;
|Guesthouse) ganapati.gkg@pamho.net or mvt@pamho.net
Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (08712) 26182
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 523473
Hyderahad, AP —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)
Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63211 or 63546
Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail; vrinda@aol.com
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta— 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403} 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0735
Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TBE SRS/ Tel. (403) 439-9999
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca
Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack 5t., 54T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@telus.net

RURAL COMMUNITY

Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 140, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: devadeva@whpowerlink.com

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: bala108@earthlink.net

Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/
E-mail: harekrishna@swhell.net

Note for international phane calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins mast city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Russia, the number to drop is the initial “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

* New listing 4 Temples with restaurants or dining

o Revised listing
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Baltimora, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069
or 719-6738/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624/ E-mail: cshannon@mdo.net
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: rasaraja@bvinst.edu
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com
Boslon, Massachusetis — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax; (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: premananda@juno.com
Charlotte, North Caralina — 9408-D Lexington Circle, 28213/ Tel. (704) 549-4603/
E-mail: syamadasi@yahoo.com
Chicaga, llinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: chicago@iskcon.net
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.acbsp@pamho.nat
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: naikatma.achsp@pamho.net
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: pyarimohan@aol.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 585-3947/ Fax; (808) 595-343%/
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men’s Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (816) 361-6167 or (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rve.edu
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ E-mail:
tuka108@hotmail.com
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: garuda@optonling.net
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/
Fax: (310) 839-2715/ E-mail: nirantara@juno.com
Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail; kesavaswami@hotmail.com
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanace Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003 (mail: P. 0. Box 2509, New York, NY 10009)/
Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
New York, New York— 114-37 Leffarts Blvd., Queens 11420/ Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail; iskconphilly@aol.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 5. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (480) 705-4901/
E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com
Portland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., 97215/ Tel. (503) 236-0417/
E-mail: portland_krishna@hotmail. com
§1. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Bivd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: surapal@pamho,net
San Diego, Caliornia — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net
San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ E-mail: brian.odea@gwl.com
Sealtle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. 5.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQN Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax: (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudas@earthlink.net
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@hotmail.com
Tampa, Florida — 1205 E. Giddens Ave., 33603/ Tel. (813) 234-8841/
E-mail: krishnaram108@hotmail.com
Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 108), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 209-0970/
E-mail: newjersey@iskcon, net
Tucson, Arizona— 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: dasarath@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna. mg@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (386) 462-2017/
Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachua@pamho.net
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31432 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or 799-1354/
Fax: (601) 798-2924/ E-mail: talavan@fnbop.com
Gurabo, Puerlo Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — P.0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel, (787) 737-3917/
Hillsboraugh, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
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® Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/

Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5305/ Fax; (304) 854-0023/

E-mail: newvrindavan@yahoo.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — 532 Murari Lane, 37359/ Tel. & fax: (931) 759-6888
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Alachua, Florida — Govinda's, 14603 Main St., 32615/ Tel. (386) 462-4500/ Fax: (386) 418-3524
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th 5t., 97401/ Tel. {503) 686-3531
Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuisine, 2106 SW 34th St., 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955
Greensharo, North Carolina — Govinda's, 332 South Tate St./ Tel. (336) 373-3809
San Juan, Puerto Rica — Gopal, 201B Calle Tetuan, Yiejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. {787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbastan, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999
Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (02820} 831579
Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands (mail: 13 Gloucester St., C\1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (01203) 552622 or 555420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com
Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoreshy St., North Evington, LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@pamho.net
Liverpaol, England — 114A Bold St Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 512-0319
Londan, England (city) — 9-10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda's Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020} 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watfard, Herts,
WO2 BEZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for rooms:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296
or 654-3138
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/ E-mail: krishna.dharma@pamho.net
Newcastie Emlyn, West Wales — Ger-y-nant, Penrhiwpal, Rhydlewis, Near Newcastle Emlyn,
SAdd 50 Tel. & fax: +44 (01239) 851178/ E-mail: mkramadasabes_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Newcasle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272-1911
Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, Devon, PLG SHX/ Tel (01752) 776708
Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Homchurch, Essex, RM11 204/ Tel. +44 (01708) 454092
RURAL COMMUMNITIES
Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inisrath Island, BT92 8GN, Go.
Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK.
For information, confact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WD 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244/ wvew.iskcon.org. uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01} 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8358-5120/ Fax;: (08) 8359-5149
Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880
Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, AGT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Ganberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net
Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093
Newcastle —28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., VIC 3241/ Tel. +81 (052) 887383/
Fax: +61 (052} 887300
Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02)4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/Tel. +61 (07) 854-
1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Darlinghurst — Govinda's Upstairs,12 Darlinghurst Road, NSW 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 9380-5162
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanstan St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2938
Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Strest, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300
Tel. +61 {02) 4929-6900
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 5298 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524
NEW ZEALAND, FlJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 {03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@pamha.net
Port Moresby, Papua New Guniea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia 5t., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7 miles, Samabula (mail: P.0. Box 2183,
Gov't Bldgs.)/ Tel: +679 393 599/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Gourse
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel, +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal’s, 246 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 306-4143
Lahasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti 5t/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific,
Laucala Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Yegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St/ Tel. +673 312295

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 Ji/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/
E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705

Budapest — Mariaremetei u. 77, 1028 II/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail:budapest@pamho.net

Copenhagen (Hillersd} — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/ Fax: +45 4828-7331/
E-mail: iskcon.denmark@pamho.net

Gridinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnds Gérd, 14792 Grodinge, Tel.+46 (08) 53029800/
Fax: +46 (08) 53025062 / E-mail: reception@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (3) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (9) 694-9837/
E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351{01) 314-0314 or 352-0038/
E-mail: dhira_krsna_das@mail.pt

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096

Oslo — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 rue du docteurJean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-0051/
E-mail: nitai gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Praha 5-Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 or -0401/
Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926/
Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Gampo de' Fiori 27, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881

Trier, Germany — Hujetsmihle, Boeckingstrasse 4a, 55767 Abenthever/ Tel. +49 (06762) 980436

Vienna — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170/ Tel. & fax: +43 (01) 481-9212

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawa, 05-500 Fiaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: kys@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUMNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Méle/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax; +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08563) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Camunale Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FLY
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +33 {055) 828470

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436

*

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/
Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

Gopenhagen — Govinda's, Nerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Milan — Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

0slo — Krishna's Guisine, Kirkeveien 59B, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Radhadesh, Belgium — Gopinath's Garden, Rue de Petite Somme 5, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 (086) 321421

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 28, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-3859

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)*

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044} 244-4944
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskaye sh., 125284 (mail: R.O. Box B89)/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Fax; +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)*

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mahon Basak 5t., Banagram,1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249

Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 {2) 7396818/
Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskeon.hong.kong@pronta.pamho.net

Jakarla, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9546

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fao: 4977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON) E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5 Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644

Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranague, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 624-5247/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net

Myitkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: sdas108@hotmail.com

Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +872 (03) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011

Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokya (Subarhu Building)/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9147 or -3811/ Fax: +81 (08) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)*

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andanaegui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/
Fax; +54 (01) 523-8085

Georgelown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuadar — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumani@ecua.net.ec

Lima, Peru— Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871

Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F, 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — [contact ISKCON Teresopolis: CP 92430, Varzea, GEP 25851 970/
Tel. +66(021) 262-8208]

San Salvador, E1 Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel, +503 780799

Sa0 Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)*

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie (mail: P.0. Box 11686, Accra North)
CGape Town, South Africa — 17 5t. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel, +27 (021) 689-152%/
Fa: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net
Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatswarth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail; iskcon.durban@pamho.net
Johannesburg, South Africa — 7971 Capricon St. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.}, Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P.0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820}/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975 or 852-3176/
Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/ E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com
Johanneshurg, South Africa — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park/ Tel. +27 (011) 726-1168 or
(083) 231-0878
Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajaoo Estate 7/8 Bus stop, International
Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876160/
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Glose, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740857
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 686-8576
Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., 6000
Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road {mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church 5t., Hatfield, 0083 {mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za
RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955,
418 3185/ Fax: +230 418 6470

% New listing  Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing  *The full list appears in the Jan /Feb and Jul / Aug issues.
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Emphasis on Living

NOT LONG AGO 1 gave a talk about the impor-
tance of preparing our consciousness for death.
We have to face the fact that death is inevitable,
I said, so we’d better be ready for it.

Several people in the audience were hearing
about Krsna consciousness for the first time. Af-
ter the talk, one of them, Jerry, commented that
my emphasis on death was a negative way of
looking at life.

“I try to concentrate on living a full life,” he
said, “and not worry about death.”

His comment made me think that I could have
delivered my message differently. Maybe my talk
had come across as rather negative.

“Actually, you’re right,” I said, trying to re-
deem myself. “If we live right, we will be ready
for death. So let’s concentrate on living right.
That’s what Krsna consciousness is all about.”

It’s good to have a positive outlook on life,
but I have to admit that the fear of death and of
the test that comes with it is a significant part of
my motivation to keep up my spiritual practices.
Krsna says that if we remember Him at the time
of death we’ll go to Him and if we don’t remem-
ber Him we’ll have to accept another material
body. Along with each body come the miseries of
birth, death, old age, and disease. I fear the alter-
native to going to Krsna. Being somewhat (well,
maybe more than somewhat) claustrophobic, the
thought of being packed in a womb again helps
me press on.

This type of negative motivation might not
be the ideal, but Krsna does mention it in the
Bhagavad-gita. He says that we should always be

conscious of the miseries of birth, death, old age,
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and disease. This vision is one of the items of real
knowledge, woefully absent in modern times.
“Material civilization,” Srila Prabhupada writes,
“is a patchwork of activities meant to cover the
perpetual miseries of material existence.” People
absorb themselves in everyday life, trying to live
with gusto and trying to forget that the material
world is not a happy place.

I was giving my talk in Sarasota, Florida, a
balmy, well-to-do city on the Gulf of Mexico. When
speaking to an audience like this (people enjoy-
ing their good karma), I often have to remind them
that although life may seem great to them right
now, they can easily see how millions of people
around the world are suffering tremendously from
war, disease, poverty, starvation—on and on. And
are they themselves really that well off? The citi-
zens of Sarasota are not exempt from misery. It
just comes in different flavors: stress, depression,
bankruptcy, divorce.

We have to step back from our “patchwork
of activities” and see things as they are. Fortu-
nately, the life of Krsna consciousness that Srila
Prabhupada gave us includes both taking a hard
look at material life and living a fully satisfying
spiritual one. Devotees of Krsna do concentrate
on living, because, after all, real life is spiritual.
Real life is the undying exchange between the soul
and Krsna.

Later, as Jerry and I spoke while enjoying a
feast of Krsna-prasadam, 1 had a chance to tell to
him more about the well-rounded life of Krsna’s
devotees.

“If this food is any indication,” he said, “I'd
1

say you live a great life!”—Ndagardja Dasa
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Vedic Thoughts

The complete functional activities
of a pure devotee are always engaged
in the service of the Lord,
and thus the pure devotees exchange
feelings of ecstasy between themselves
and relish transcendental bliss.

This transcendental bliss is experienced
even In the stage of devotional practice
(sadhana-avastha), if properly undertaken
under the guidance of a bona fide
spiritual master. And in the mature stage
the developed transcendental feeling
culminates in realization of the particular
relationship with the Lord by which
a living entity is originally constituted.
His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.3.12, Purport

*

The Lord of Gokula, Krsna,
is the transcendental Supreme Godhead,
the own Self of eternal ecstasies. He is
the superior of all superiors. He is
busily engaged in the enjoyments of the
transcendental realm and has no
association with His mundane potency.

Lord Brahma
Brahma-sarthita 5.6

*

The one Supreme Personality of Godhead
is eternally engaged in many, many
transcendental forms in relationships
with His unalloyed devotees.

Purusa-bodhini Upanisad

Every day hundreds and millions
of living entities go to the kingdom
of death. Still, those who remain aspire
for a permanent situation. What could
be more wonderful than this?

Yudhisthira Maharaja
Mahabharata, Vana-parva 313.116

*

The blessed Lord Siva becomes
all the more blessed by bearing
on his head the holy waters of the Ganges,
which has its source in the water
that has washed the Lord’s [Visnu’s]
lotus feet. The Lord’s feet act like
thunderbolts hurled to shatter
the mountain of sin stored in the mind
of the meditating devotee. One should
therefore meditate on the lotus feet
of the Lord for a long time.

;i Lord Kapila
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.28.22

4

The Absolute Truth is Govinda [Krsna],
who has an eternal form of bliss
and knowledge and who is sitting beneath
the shady trees of Vrndavana.

Gopala-tapani Upanisad
*

One can overcome the path of
birth and death only by understanding
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.8

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.
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