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COVER 1n spiritual ecstasy, Srimati Radharani,
Lord Krsna’s feminine counterpart, talks with

a bee about Lord Krsna, the only object of Her
pristine, fathomless love. Please see the article
about Srimati Radharani beginning on page 22.
(Painting by Muralidhara Dasa.)

“Those who accept Krsna’s
plan may be just a tiny percen-
tage. But for instance, there
are so many millions of stars
in the sky and there is just one
moon. In terms of percentage,
the moon is nothing. If we
consider just percentage, the
moon is nothing. But the
moon is more imporiant
than all these nonsense
stars.” —p. 42

WELCOME

& = THIS ISSUE coincides

"W yith Janmastami, the anni-
versary of Lord Krsna's
appearance on earth fifty
centuries ago. Chief among
the reasons for Lord
Krsna’s descent 1s His
desire to attract all souls to Him and to their
rightful position as His servants. In this issue
we visit a temple where Krsna’s power to

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

attract is proclaimed by the deity’s name:
Madana-Mohana, “The Attractor of Cupid.”
Cupid, or lust for sensual enjoyment, lures us
all, but if we “Practice Loving Krsna,” as
Sridhara Swami entreats us, we’ll witness the
superior pull of Krsna.

But even all-powerful Lord Krsna can
be conquered, as Srila Prabhupada explains
in “Conquering the Unconquerable.” And,
we learn from Satyaraja Dasa in “Radharani:
The Feminine Side of God,” Krsna is espe-
cially defeated by the love of His greatest
devotee.

The exchanges of love between Radha
and Krsna are the essence of purity, under-

stood and savored by only the purest, most
devoted souls. In “Real Humility,” “rmila
Devi Dasi provides insight into what it takes
to develop even one of the essential qualifi-
cations of such purified souls.

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahdaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

¢ To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

e To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

* To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

* To help every living being remember
and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Saciety for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

Youthful Inspiration

I am an Indian devotee who, despite
being raised in the West, grew up with
Srila Prabhupada’s teachings and
temples and have been reading BTG
since childhood. I love BTG beyond
words, and whenever I come home
from college, I run first to my moth-
er’s bedside table to snag the latest
issues.

The January/February issue had
one article in particular that deserves
special praise: “Ahovalam Revisited.”
Reading an article about someone in
my peer group making such an aston-

ishing journey of love for Lord
Nrsimhadeva gave me goose bumps!
Many of my close friends are guru-
kulis [former students of ISKCON
schools], and I'm involved in Berke-
ley’s new Hare Krsna Youth club, but
never have I come across such inspi-
ration in a young devotee. Dhruva
Dasa’s dedication to the Lord and his
courage truly show that Srila Prabhu-
pada’s grandchildren will lead the
future of ISKCON and continue to
provide an inspiration to those of us
fortunate to be born in India but un-
fortunate to forget our Lord. Thank
you, Dhruva Prabhu, and BTG!

Rupali Chadha

U.C. Berkeley

Berkeley, California

Burning the Bad Karma

Many people have the idea that bad
karma can be reduced or removed
through meditation, worship, sai-
skara, or sacrifice. Do you think so?
I believe that bad karma cannot be
reduced. We have to suffer all our
karma. Please clarify.
Wu, Chung Fai
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: The Vedic scriptures
describe say devotional service to the
Lord destroys the results of previous
sins—in other words, bad karma. The
effectiveness of the process depends
on its purity. For example, pure chant-
ing of the holy names of the Lord
destroys all sinful reactions. But the
chanting is usually not pure in the
beginning. When one begins the prac-
tice of devotional service, it is said to
be like unplugging a fan. The fan will
still turn for some time. So in the stage
of devotional practice, the reactions
will continue, but as we become more
and more purified by devotional ser-
vice, eventually we’ll be free of all
reactions and enjoy the bliss of full
spiritual life. And even in the stage of
practice, Lord Krsna adjusts the karma
so that His aspiring devotees get just
what they need to progress steadily
toward Him.

A Voice Calling Us Home

When we're lost in the concrete jungle,
losing the rat race, it’s wonderful to
receive Back to Godhead magazine.
Even when devotee association is
scarce and consciousness has reached
rock-bottom, BTG is the window to
the spiritual world, a voice calling us
back home.

One of your subscription ads reads
“Like a visit to a holy place . . . Back to
Godhead.” On a recent visit to Sri-
dham Mayapur, the holiest of such
holy places, roaming the land of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, I had a rather
interesting feeling. I know this sounds



crazy, but it’s true: I felt like T was
walking through the pages of a BTG!
Every issue of BTG takes us to

those holy places, on a captivating jour-
ney through Krsna consciousness.
There’s no pretense—this magazine
actually takes us “back to Godhead.”
For this, I'll always be grateful.

Yasoda Dulala Dasa

South Africa

Just in Time

I've been reading Back to Godhead
magazine for the past few years, and I
can say that this is the best magazine in
the world. It really enlivens my spirit of
devotional service unto the supreme
Lord Sri Krsna. Whenever I'm down or

in a confused state of mind, I read

| “Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out.” The

one in the November/December 2000
edition, about Christianity and Krsna
consciousness, came just at the right
time—I happened to be discussing the
point with a Christian friend. I'd like to

| wish you all the best. May more and

more people get to read this awesome
magazine day by day.

Roshni

Jakarta, Indonesia €3

Please write to us at: BTG, P.O. Box
430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA. Or: BTG,
33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. {[Phone: (022) 618-1718.] E-mail:
editors@pamho.net

Come and celebrate with us!

JANMASTAMI

The Appearance Anniversary of Lord Krsna

On August 12,* ISKCON temples around the world will honor
Lord Krsna'’s appearance and pastimes with festivals that climax

at midnight—the auspicious moment of the Lord’s appearance.

Call your nearest Hare Krsna center for details.

*The date may vary by one day in some parts of the world.

What [s the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on in the mod-
ern world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
millenniums ago. The Gita and the
other Vedic scriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chant-
ing of the names of God, especially
as found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the win but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
theriinrim,and clike the chin chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Nlames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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CONQUERING the
UNCONQUERABLE

The Supreme Truth is known as Ajita—the unconquerable—
but Lord Krsna reveals how He can be conquered.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

ananya-cetah satatam
Yo mam smarati nityasah
tasyaham sulabhah partha
nitya-yuktasya yoginah

“For one who always remembers
Me without deviation, I am easy
to obtain, O son of Prtha, because
of his constant engagement in
devotional service.”
—Bhagavad-gita 8.14

personalists elevate themselves to the

spiritual kingdom. The yogis and the
jAanis [speculative philosophers| are gener-
ally impersonalists. Their process is to vibrate
the transcendental sound or at the time of
death and thereby transfer to the spiritual
world. But they do not enter the spiritual plan-
ets. And if we do not have any rest in the spiri-
tual planets, if we remain in the outer space,
then there is the risk of coming down again to
the material world.

1 J ESTERDAY WE DISCUSSED how the im-

Srimad-Bhagavatam [10.2.32]
confirms this:

ve ‘nye ‘ravindaksa vimukia-
maninas

tvayy asta-bhavad avisuddha-
buddhayah

aruhya krcchrena param padari
tatah

patanty adho ‘nadrta-yusmad-
anghrayah

“0O lotus-eyed Lord, although nondevotees
who accept severe austerities and penances to
achieve the highest position may think them-
selves liberated, their intelligence is impure.
They fall down from their position of imag-
ined superiority because they have no regard
for Your lotus feet.”

However high you may rise in this material
space, if you have no rest on any planet then
naturally you’ll come down again. Similarly, if
we have no rest in the spiritual effulgence, we
are sure to come back down again. The reason

At left: In his prayers to Lord Krsna, Brahma, empowered by the Lord
fo create the universe, says that the Lord can be conquered by
anyone who submissively hears about Him from authoritative sources.
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If you engage yourself in the business
of Krsna consciousness, naturally youw’ll
be always thinking of Krsna.

is that we, as living entities, are part
and parcel of the Supreme. Like the Su-
preme, we are sac-cid-ananda, eternal
and full of bliss and knowledge. We
want pleasure. The impersonal feature
of the Supreme does not give us the
pleasure we want. That pleasure is
available in the spiritual planets. If you
enter any of the spiritual planets, then
you can attain spiritual happiness and
the exchange of pleasure. Therefore
Lord Krsna says, ananya-cetah satatari
yo mam smarati nityasah.

Ananya-cetah means “without de-
viation.” That means without any con-
sideration of jiiana, yoga, or any other
process—simply the devotional pro-
cess, the process of surrender: “My
Lord, I am Your eternal servant. Please
give me Your service. Let me engage
in Your service.” That is called ananya-
cetah.

Ananya-cetah satatam. Satatam
means always, twenty-four hours a day,
cent percent, without any deviation.
That is Krsna consciousness. If any-
one is engaged in such Krsna con-
sciousness—twenty-four hours and
cent percent—then he always remem-
bers Krsna: yo mam smarati nityasah.
Suppose you are engaged in some
work. Naturally you’ll be thinking of
that particular work. When you go to
your office and work, you have to think
always of the office business. That is
quite natural. Similarly, if you engage
yourself in the business of Krsna con-
sciousness, naturally you’'ll be always
thinking of Krsna.

Therefore it is said, yo mam smarati
nityasah: “Always remembering Me.”
Tasyaham sulabhah partha: “My dear
Partha, Arjuna, for such a person I am
very cheap.” Sulabhah means “very
easily available.”

God, Krsna, is called Ajita. Ajita
means that nobody can conquer God.
God is unlimited, and His functions

e o o

and activities are unlimited. Accord-
ing to His activities, His names are
also unlimited. So this is one of the
names: Ajita. Ajita means “the per-
son who is never conquered.” Nobody
can conquer God; therefore His name
is Ajita.

There is a very nice verse in Srimad-
Bhagavatam [10.14.3]:

Jidne prayasam udapdasya namanta eva

Jivanti san-mukharitam bhavadiya-
vartam

sthane sthitah Sruti-gatari tanu-van-
manobhir

ye prayaso ‘jita jito 'py asi tais tri-
lokyam

“My dear Lord, those devotees who
have thrown away the impersonal con-
ception of the Absolute Truth and have
therefore abandoned discussing em-
pirical philosophical truths should hear
from self-realized devotees about Your
holy name, form, pastimes, and quali-
ties. They should completely follow the
principles of devotional service and
remain free from illicit sex, gambling,
intoxication, and animal slaughter.
Surrendering themselves fully with
body, words, and mind, they can live in
any asrama or social status. Indeed,
You are conquered by such persons,
although You are unconquerable.”
Brahma is praying to Lord Krsna.
He says, “Giving up the futile endeavor
to understand the Supreme by one’s
limited knowledge . . .” The theoso-
phists and philosophers are asking year
after year, life after life, “What is God?
What is God? What is the Absolute
Truth?” For example, we throw satel-
lites into space and ask, “What is the
length and breadth of space?” This is
frog philosophy, as I have often ex-
plained. A frog is trying to measure the
length and breadth of Atlantic Ocean.
You see? A frog, whose life is within
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the well of three cubic feet, is trying to
measure the length and breadth of At-
lantic and Pacific oceans. Similarly, our
attempt to measure outer space is just
as futile. And what to speak of this
space. With our limited knowledge, our
attempt to know the long and short of
God is futile. It is not possible.

So the Bhagavatam recommends,
JAane prayasam udapasya: “Just give up
this nonsense habit of trying to mea-
sure the Supreme.” It is not possible.
A person is intelligent who has deter-
mined, “It is futile. It is useless to try
to understand God by my limited
knowledge.”

Brahma then says, namanta eva:
“Just become submissive. Try to under-
stand your position: You are a very in-
significant segment of the creation.
Give up this endeavor to understand
the Supreme by your limited knowl-
edge and just become submissive.”

FrOM KRSNA’S LIPS

Then what is the process? San-
mubkharitam bhavadiya-vartam: “Just
try to understand the Supreme from a
reliable source.” Mukharita means
“from the lips of realized souls.” For
example, Arjuna is learning about God
directly from Krsna, from the lips of
Krsna. That is the process. Similarly,
we must learn about God through the
lips of Arjuna or his bona fide repre-
sentative.

Sthane sthitah: Never mind what
one is. Whether Indian or European or
American or Japanese or Hindu or
Muslim—never mind. Sthane sthitah:
“Just be situated in your place. That
doesn’t matter.” Sruti-gatam: “Just try
to understand through your ears, by
aural reception.” Sruti means reception
through the ear.

Then just try to practice what you
hear. Tanu-van-manobhir ye prayasah



ajita: “My dear Lord, You are uncon-
querable, but by such a person You
become conquered, simply by hear-
ing.” It is such a nice process. God is
not conquerable, but He becomes con-
querable. He is conquered by a devo-
tee who gives up the nonsense process
of understanding Him by his limited
knowledge and becomes submissive.
Just try to hear from the right source
and apply it in your life. Then you be-
come a conqueror of the Supreme.

Similarly, Lord Krsna says tasyaham
sulabhah. Sulabhah means “1 am eas-
ily available.” God is not easily avail-
able. He is very difficult to attain. “But
for a person who is constantly in Krsna
consciousness,” the Lord says Himself,
“for him I am easily available.”

So why don'’t you take up this pro-
cess? There is a nice verse in Brahma-
samhita. The purport is that a person
who tries to understand God by his
sensual process will be unsuccessful.
The sensual process is called aroha-
panthd. Aroha-pantha@ means trying to
ascend. There are two ways to acquire
knowledge. One is aroha-panthd, the
ascending process, and the other is
avaroha-pantha, the descending pro-
cess. Aroha-panthd means “I shall un-
derstand God by my own knowledge.
I don’t care for any authority, any
books. I'll understand. I'll meditate, I'll
think, I'll philosophize, and I’ll under-
stand God.” Avaroha-pantha, on the
other hand, means getting knowledge
from authority.

In relation to one who is trying to
understand the Supreme by his own
limited knowledge, Brahma-sarmhita
[5.34] states:

panthds tu koti-sata-vatsara-
sampragamyo

vayor athapi manaso muni-
purgavanam

so 'py asti yat prapada-simny avicintya-
tattve

govindam adi-purusam tam aham
bhajami

“I worship Govinda, the primeval
Lord, only the tip of the toe of whose
lotus feet is approached by the yogis
who aspire after the transcendental
and betake themselves to pranayama
by drilling the respiration, or by the

jianis who try to find out the non-
differentiated Brahman by the pro-
cess of elimination of the mundane,
extending over thousands of millions
of years.”

You know the speed of mind. You
are sitting here, and you can think
of thousands and thousands of miles
away immediately. Just see the speed
of mind. Similarly, the velocity of air is
thousands of miles in a second. So the
example is given here that if the great-
est thinker—muni pungavanam—goes
on searching for millions of years at
the speed of mind or the speed of air,
still he will find that the subject matter
remains inconceivable.

But here is definite information. In
the Bhagavad-gita we learn that for one
who thinks always of Krsna,“I am very
easily available.” Tasyaham sulabhah
partha. “Why? Why do You become so
cheap to this person?” Because nitya-
yuktasya yoginah: “Oh, because he
is constantly—twenty-four hours—
engaged in My service. [ cannot forget
him.”

Thatis the process. Just become sub-
missive and attract the attention of
God. Then you’ll be successful. My
Guru Maharaja used to say, “Don’t try
to see God, but work in such a way that
God will see you. God will take care of
you. Don’t try to see God.” That is the
process.

We should not think, “I want to see
God. O God, please come and stand
before me,” as if God were my servant.
God is no one’s servant. You have to
oblige Him by your love, by your ser-
vice. That is the process.

Here it is said, tasyahar sulabhah
partha. Anyone engaged in that way, in
that submissive way, always, constantly,
without any deviation, in Krsna con-
sciousness—oh, for him, God is very
cheap, although He is unconquerable.

EASY PROCESS

So take this process, Krsna con-
sciousness. It is very easy. This process
is given to humanity by Lord Caitanya,
and Rupa Gosvami, the first disciple of
Lord Caitanya, appreciated it. Ropa
Gosvami was a minister in the service
of the Muhammadan government of
Bengal, and he become a disciple of

BACK TO
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Lord Caitanya. When he first met Him,
he offered himself with this verse:

namo maha-vadanyaya
krsna-prema-pradaya te

krsnaya krsna-caitanya-
namne gaura-tvise namah

“My dear Lord Caitanya, You are the
most munificent personality, the high-
est charitable person.” Why? “You are
delivering Krsna very cheaply. There-
fore no one is comparable to You in
giving charity.”

We want Krsna. We are hankering
after Krsna—the most attractive, the
most beautiful, the most opulent, the
most powerful, the most learned. That
is our hankering. We are hankering af-
ter the beautiful, the powerful, the
learned. Raso vai sah: Krsna is the res-
ervoir of everything. Just turn your at-

tention to Krsna. You’ll get everything,
whatever you want. Whatever your
heart’s desire, it will be fulfilled by
Krsna consciousness.

This Krsna consciousness was given
by Lord Caitanya. Therefore Ripa
Gosvami said, “You are the most pow-
erful, charitable personality. Nobody
has given such a thing—Krsna.” We are
all in want of Krsna. The process to at-
tain Him is given by Krsna Himself as
Lord Caitanya. And here Krsna says,
tasyaham sulabhah partha: “1 become
very cheap to him.” To whom? “To one
who is constantly engaged in Krsna
consciousness.”

The impersonalists transfer them-
selves to the spiritual world and merge
into the impersonal effulgence. But if
you remain twenty-four hours a day in
Krsna consciousness, then you’ll enter
the planet where Krsna is. Then what

VISIT US ON THE WEB

www.krsna.com www.krishna.com
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Order the new multimedia
interactive Bhagavad-gita As It Is CD—only $19.95

with free shipping! New and improved online
resources—Hare Krsna Bazaar, Gatherings,
Centers list, Glossary.
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is the benefit? The benefit is stated in
the next verse:

mam upetya punar janma
duhkhalayam asasvatam

napnuvanti mahatmanah
samsiddhim paramam gatah

“My dear Arjuna, if anyone comes to
Me by this process, by Krsna conscious-
ness, he does not return to the ma-
terial world, which is full of miseries.”
The material world is certified by the
Supreme Lord, the creator, as duhkha-
layam. Duhkhalayam means “the place
of miseries.” How can you make it
comfortable? By your so-called ad-
vancement of science? No. It is not
possible. But we do not know what is
duhkha, suffering. Real suffering is
birth, death, old age, and disease, but
we have set these aside. Because we
cannot solve these things, we don’t care
for them. We are after satellites and
atomic bombs. That is our scientific
advancement. Why don’t you solve
these important things, which are al-
ways giving you suffering? You have
no power to solve them.

So here is the solution. Krsna says,
mam upetya punar janma . . . : “1If any-
one attains My platform, he does not
come back again.” Come back where?
Duhkhalayam asasvatam: “To this
place, which is full of miseries.”

Just try to understand that this place
is full of miseries. In the mode of igno-
rance we cannot understand. The cats
and dogs and hogs cannot understand
their miserable condition of life. A
human being is called a rational ani-
mal. Human beings are animals, but
they have rationality. But that ration-
ality is being used for animal propen-
sities. That rationality is not being used
for getting liberated from this mis-
erable condition. That is a misuse of
rationality.

Here is the solution. Krsna says,
“If anyone remains in Krsna conscious-
ness, twenty-four hours a day, with-
out any deviation, he comes to Me.
And if he once comes to Me, he does
not get rebirth in this miserable life.”
Why? Mahatmanah samsiddhiv para-
mam gatah: “They are great souls, and
they have achieved the highest goal
of life.”

Thank you very much.



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—ILord Krsna's first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—Ilinking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service,

. Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.c., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru’).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consclousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-ynga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu,

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—*"chariot festival™: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe”).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-dcarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varpas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the Sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannydsis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Yedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related seriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.



PRACTICE
LOVING KRSNA

Through bhakti-yoga
we can finally reunite
with the person we’ve
wanted all along.

by Sridhara Swami

A lecture given on December 12, 2000,
at 26 Second Avenue in New York City,
ISKCON:s first temple.

E'LL READ TONIGHT from

g K/ the Sixth Chapter of Bhagavad-

gita, which discusses dhyana-yoga,
or meditative yoga. Texts 13—14 say:
“One should hold one’s body, neck, and
head erect in a straight line and stare
steadily at the tip of the nose. Thus, with
an unagitated, subdued mind, devoid of
fear, completely free from sex life, one
should meditate upon Me within the
heart and make Me the ultimate goal of
life.”

Srila Prabhupada’s purport to these
verses begins, “The goal of life is to
know Krsna, who is situated within the
heart of every living being as Param-
atma, the four-handed Visnu form.”

The same form of Visnu or Narayana
is existing within the heart of every liv-
ing being as the soul of all souls, and He
is directing the wanderings of all living
being throughout the cosmic creation.
There are two souls: the individual soul,
the person looking out from the eyes;
and the Supersoul, the Supreme Lord
who resides within the heart of each
of us.

Self-help advocates say, “I have to get
in touch with my real self.” They're
thinking on the physical plane. “My real
self is not a doctor but a lawyer, and as
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| soon as I discover I'm a lawyer I'll be

happy.”
But it’s much, much deeper than that.

The real self is aja, “unborn,” and nitya,
“eternal.” The real self does
not die when the body dies.
The real self is hankering
after a relationship with the
Supreme Person, but we’re
looking in the wrong place. All
of us are looking for friendship,
love, guidance, and knowledge, but
we're looking for these within the
phenomenal world, and this is a mis-
take because our very best friend is
within our own heart.

It is difficult to see the nose, which is
right in front of you. Similarly, it is diffi-
cult for us to see is Supersoul, who is
there within us. He is isvara, the supreme
controller, and not a blade of grass
moves without His sanction. He’s con-
trolling all the universes, gravity, time,
but He makes Himself available. Have
you ever worked for someone who
doesn’t have time for you? Krsna is the
controller of everything, but He has all
the time in the universe for you. And not
only for you but for me too. That’s the
beauty of Krsna. He is with all of us
individually.

The goal of yoga is to help us get in
touch with the person who resides within
our hearts. Yoga is the matchmaker, you
could say.

Not more than a few hundred yards
from this place a yoga class is going on.
Most people think yoga is either a means
to lose weight so that they can have good
sex or to merge with Brahman and lose
all individuality, which amounts to spiri-
tual suicide. But they’re wrong about the
goal, and they’re wrong about the prac-
tice. One has to practice sitting postures
to breathe properly, but that is not the

Photos: Yamaraja Disa






goal. Real yoga is astanga-yoga, the
eight-fold process. It starts with yama
and niyama, rules and regulations that
require one to be a strict vegetarian
and practice celibacy.

Sex is the highest material pleasure,
and love of God is the highest spiri-
tual pleasure. For some people it’s dis-
heartening to learn that they have to
make a choice. The real thing to under-
stand is that the pleasure of sex life has
a heavy downside. There’s an old say-
ing that if you pick up one end of the
stick you pick up the other end of the
stick too. If you want sense pleasure,
then you have to take sense pain—
sukha and duhkha, happiness
and distress.

Some of us have been to the
school of hard knocks and have
gotten a little realization. I'm not
perfect in my understanding of
it, but in my heart of hearts I
know that when I'm free from
lust, anger, greed, envy, that kind
of purity will bring me happiness
beyond compare. [ want that.
And I'm prepared to be patient,
determined, and enthusiastic to
achieve it, because I've seen that
in this world, practically speak-
ing, there is only suffering. You
can say something brings less
suffering and therefore it’s en-
joyable. But I want a pleasure
that is ever increasing. That plea-
sure exists, but it requires effort
to attain. By the process of sari-
kirtana—Dby chanting and taking
spiritual food and living a simple life
and associating with other devotees
and practicing sincerely—you can at-
tain the perfection of pleasure.

Krsna says, “Of all yogis, he who in
faith worships Me is the highest of all.”
Krsna is the Supreme Person, the Su-
preme Lord. He is the speaker of the
Bhagavad-gita, and He is telling us that
of all yogas—jiana-yoga, dhyana-yoga,
astanga-yoga, kriya-yoga, this yoga,
that yoga—the highest yoga, the way
to reach Him, is bhakti-yoga. After
jAana, or knowledge, comes love. Af-
ter many, many lifetimes of analyzing
the material world, one will realize
vasadevah sarvam iti: there’s nothing
more than Krsna. He’s the goal. To love
Krsna, to be loved by Krsna, to finally
come back to Him after such a long

time, to finally reunite with the person
we've wanted all along, and to never
be parted from Him ever again—that
is beautiful. And that can be achieved
through bhakti-yoga.

Bhakti-yoga is the process by which
we come to love Krsna. In verse sev-
enteen of this chapter Krsna says, “He
who is regulated in his habits of eat-
ing, sleeping, recreation, and work can
mitigate all material pains by prac-
ticing the yoga system.” Srila Prabhu-
pada writes, “Extravagance in the mat-
ter of eating, sleeping, defending, and
mating—which are demands of the

body—can block advancement in the |

practice of yoga. As far as eating is con-
cerned, it can be regulated only when
one is practiced to take and accept
prasadam, sanctified food.” We eat veg-

| etarian food, but we are not vegetar-

ians. We're “Krsnatarians.” Rabbits are
vegetarian, elephants are vegetarian.
So what? Krsna says, “If all you can off-
er is a leaf, flower, or fruit, offer it with
love. And take the remnants, the prasa-
dam. What I want is your devotion.”
Not only is vegetarian Indian cui-
sine delectable, but there’s just some-
thing about Krsna prasadam that is
indescribably delicious. I may get dis-
tracted by thoughts of illicit sex, in-
toxication (hardly but maybe), gam-
bling (we speculate sometimes). But
meat-eating—forget it. I never even
think of it. Because we have literally
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developed a higher taste for Krsna-
prasadam. We regulate our activities by
taking Krsna prasadam.

As for sleeping, any unnecessary
time spent sleeping is considered a
great loss. A devotee uses every mo-
ment of the day to pursue his goal.
None of us here has any contract that
guarantees we have a hundred years to
live. We could be gone very quickly.
We don’t know. So it’s important to be
serious in spiritual life. A Krsna con-
scious person cannot bear to pass a
minute of life without being engaged
in service to the Lord. Therefore, sleep-
ing is kept to a minimum. The Gosvamis
of Vrndavana ate, slept, bathed—
everything—within half an hour
or an hour. They were that en-
grossed in spiritual life. We may
never reach that stage, but we can
find a level of service that fulfills
us every day of the year. During
our sleep we’ll have nice dreams
of Krsna and His devotees, and
we'll rise and begin our service
and our hearts will be bright.

Because the Krsna conscious
person is regulated in his work,
speech, sleep, wakefulness, and
other bodily activities, he or she
experiences no misery. This is
practical. If someone undergoes
some sort of stress, a friend might
say, “Just take your mind off it; get
engrossed in your work.” People
do that as a kind of therapy. Here
the Gita recommends we go on
permanent therapy. Work for

| Krsna. You'll get so absorbed that you

won't fear even death. Steadiness
comes from being constantly engaged
in serving guru and Krsna. In the spiri-
tual world the gopis compete to serve
Krsna. There is so much work to do for
Krsna that you can be totally carried
away. Love is both a verb and a noun.
To feel perfect satisfaction, you have to
practice loving Krsna. You have to
serve Him.)

His Holiness Sridhara Swami, a senior
disciple of Srila Prabhupada, accepted
sannyasa, the renounced order of life,
in 1975. Originally from Canada, he
spent many years teaching Krsna con-
sciousness in India. He is an emeritus
member of ISKCON's governing body
commission.



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“Let There Be One Idea.

Here we continue an exchange between
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and Australia’s
director of research for the Department
of Social Welfare. It took place at the
Melbourne ISKCON center on May 21,
1975.

Director: Your Grace, your society’s
charitable work sounds impressive to
me personally, but I don’t come here
just as a person. I'm representing my
department.

Srila Prabhupada: No, whatever it may
|88 o

Director: The fact that you convince me
personally or not may not be relevant.
I can only say that we're dealing with
very poor people. I can tell the head of
my department what you’re doing, and
perhaps some cooperation between us
can be arranged. Or I can say to the
department head that the possibility of
cooperation has emerged, and it may
go on from there over some period of
time. And I can go back to my other
duties.

Srila Prabhupada: Then your depart-
ment can give us some contribution
per capita for taking care of people.
Then we can invite them. We can in-
crease our ability to accommodate
people. Now we are doing our best,
but we have no business, no income.
We are simply selling our books. So
our income is limited. Still, we invite
everyone, “Come.” But if the govern-
ment encourages us, then we can in-

| Director: Yes. To look after

crease the program.

Director: Of course, this would be a
political decision. I can only recom-
mend . ..

Srila Prabhupada: It is above politics.
Director: From your point of view. But
we in the department depend on po-
litical decisions. We're just an instru-

| ment for the public will. The minister

is elected according to the public will.
Srila Prabhupada: So since your de-
partment is one of social welfare, why
not help our welfare work? Why would
the members of your department bring
in politics? If actually there is social-
welfare work going on in our institu-
tion, why should they not support it?

Director: Yeah. Well, you’re right. But |

in our society, a minister is elected to
carry out certain policies—not what he
wants but what the people have
voted for and what they are
taxed to pay for.

Srila Prabhupada: If your
policy is social welfare . . .

those who are in trouble.
Srila Prabhupada: Well, ev-
eryone is in trouble. At the
present moment, even the
ministers are in trouble.
Director: Yes, everybody’s in
trouble. [ Laughter.] But fixing
everyone’s trouble is not what
our function is.

Srila Prabhupada: “Physician,
heal thyself.” You see? The min-
isters say they are working for

Person”

other people’s welfare. But how can
the ministers do that when they them-
selves are drunkards, woman hunters,
flesh-eaters, and gamblers? That’s all.
The ministers themselves require to
be rectified.

Director: But you or I can’t help that.
Our ministers have to go out and do
their best to change society. But then
society often tells us to act differently.
Srila Prabhupada: No, no. Unless you
positively change society, how can you
achieve social welfare? If you keep so-
ciety as it is, then where is the question
of welfare?

Director: You may be giving a differ-

ent interpretation to the expression

|‘ “social welfare.”

| Srila Prabhupada: Basically, one must

| be a first-class, ideal man. That is

wanted.

Director: That'’s
why it’s so very

difficult. You
(please turn
to page 42)




SPIRITUAL PLACES

Temple of the
Supreme Enchanter

The temple of Sri Radha-Madana-Mohana
was the first of many Vyndavana temples built by
the followers of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.




by V_mdiivani Devi Dasi
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glorification of Srimati Radharani.
When my children respond, the people
smile.

We arrive outside the new temple,
and Vijay stops the ricksha and con-
firms: “Radha-Madana-Mohana.”

As we enter the compound, a surge
of excitement rushes through me. The
temple courtyard is one of the largest

in Vrndavana, and last time [ came here |

I was with several hundred devotees
holding tumultuous kirtana. Today it’s
just the three of us, and the temple is
quiet. We make our way to the altar to
see the beautiful deities, who have been
decorated with intricate sandal-paste
designs.

Attending the deities today is Bra-
jesh Goswami, who is about fourteen
years old. His family members, cus-
todians of the temple, are in the dis-
ciplic line coming from Srila Sanitana
Gosvami. They worship the deities
according to strict rules. Brajesh asks

where we are from and offers us some | Mohana oversees the first division: He

caranamyrta (water that has bathed the
deities).

Some children sitting near the altar
lead us to the temple garden. In an area
dotted with plants, they point to one
of Sanatana Gosvami’s bhajana kutirs,
huts where he would sit to chant, sing,
and meditate. Nearby stands a well said
to have been dug by Madana-Mohana
Himself with His flute. Before we leave,
the children remind us to visit the old
temple and point in its direction.

MADANA GOPALA

Madana-Mohana, Govindaji, and
Gopinatha are known as the presiding
deities of Vrndavana. The spiritual
masters in the line of Lord Caitanya
divide devotional service into three
parts: establishing our relationship with
Krsna, acting in that relationship, and
attaining pure love for Krsna. Madana-
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helps new devotees reestablish their
lost relationship with Him, especially
by attracting them. Krsna’s name
Madana-Mohana means that He's so
attractive that He even attracts Cupid,
who attracts everyone in this world. By
worshiping Madana-Mohana we can
overcome affection for Cupid (or sen-
sual enjoyment) and become attached
to Krsna.

Five hundred years ago, the deity
Madana-Mohana was known as Ma-
dana Gopala. Advaita Acarya, an inti-
mate associate of Lord Caitanya, dis-
covered the deity at a place near the
Yamuna River now known as Advaita
Vata. When Advaita Acarya returned
to Bengal, he left the deity in the care
of a brahmana in nearby Mathura
named Purushottama Chobey. Puru-
shottama had many children, and out
of his intense love for Madana Go-
pala he treated the deity like one of
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Devotees visiting
from Mumbai fill

the courtyard of
the new Madana-

Mohana temple
(above). On the
temple altar,
Madana-Mohana
(above, right) and
Srimati Radha-
rani (right) are
dressed and
ornamented for a
festival, Their
sandalwood-
decorated faces
attracting the eyes
and minds

of worshipers.

his own children.

One day Sanatana Gosvami, while
walking along the bank of the Yamuna,
saw Madana Gopala in His form as a
cowherd boy playing with His friends.
Madana Gopala stopped playing when
He saw Sanatana Gosvami, over-
whelmed by the devotional activities
of His great devotee.

That night Madana Gopala ap-
peared to Sanatana in a dream.

“Because of your great love for
Me,” the Lord told him, “I have become
attracted to you and want to come live
with you in Vrndavana. I am living in
the house of Purushottama Chobey in
Mathura. Go there tomorrow for alms
and bring Me back to Vrndavana with
you.”

Sanatana replied that because he
was poor he didn’t know how he could
serve the deity nicely. But Madana
Gopala assured him He would make
all the arrangements for His own
service.

That night Purushottama also
dreamt of Madana Gopala, who told
him, “You have many children, but
Sanatana has none. When he comes to
your home tomorrow, give Me to him.”
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The next day Purushottama gave
the deity to Sanatana Gosvami, who
made an altar out of branches and
leaves next to his own thatched cottage.

THE OLD TEMPLE

Vijay pedals us to the base of Dva-
dashaditya Hill, and we climb the steps
leading to the original temple. The
temple opened in 1580. Because of its
historical significance, it is under the
care of the Indian government. The
main dome, a Vrndavana landmark, is
shaped like a gigantic bottle and carved
with auspicious symbols.

The temple stands where Sanatana
Gosvami lived with Madana-Mohana.
Constantly writing and performing
other devotional practices, Sanatana
was absorbed in spiritual happiness.
Understanding the mind of His great
devotee, Madana-Mohana would
accept Sanatana’s humble offerings of
dry chapatis (flatbreads).

But one day Madana-Mohana
asked Sanatana, “Could you at least
add some salt to My chapatis?”
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When Sanatana replied that he was
unable to supply the salt, Madana-
Mohana made His own arrangements.
That day a wealthy merchant named
Ramdasa Kapoor was taking a large
cargo down the river to Agra when his
boat got stuck on a sandbar near Dva-
dashaditya Hill, putting Ramdasa in
great anxiety. Taking the form of a
cowherd boy, Madana-Mohana went
to advise Ramdasa. He informed him
that on top of the nearby hill lived a
great saint named Sanatana Gosvami
who would certainly be able to help.
Ramdasa climbed the hill and asked
Sanatana what to do about the boat.

Sanatana told him to pray to Madana-
Mohana, as only He could help.

Ramdasa followed Sanatana’s ad-
vice, and as he prayed heavy rain fell.
The river soon rose, freeing the boat.
Before leaving for Agra, the grateful
merchant left a large chunk of salt from
the cargo for Madana-Mohana.

When Ramdasa returned to Vrnda-
vana, having made a large profit, he

gave Sanatana Gosvami money to
build a temple. He also gave food sup-
plies and beautiful clothes and jewelry
for Madana-Mohana.

The temple’s hilltop location pro-
vides a wonderful panoramic view of
Vrndavana. I look down to see the
Yamuna and Kaliya Ghat, where the
cargo got stuck.

SANATANA GOSVAMI'S
SAMADHI

Down a grassy bank behind the

temple we visit the samadhis (memo- |

rials) of Sanatana Gosvami and several

other devotees, including Lord Cai-
tanya’s associates Tapana Misra and
Candrasekhara Acarya. After a long
life of devotional service, Sanatana
Gosvami departed from the world
at Govardhana Hill. His body was
brought here to be entombed near
his beloved deities, Radha-Madana-
Mohana.

In their spiritual forms, the great
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saints eternally reside at their samadhis
to bless those who seek their shelter.
While green parrots dart around and
disappear into the foliage of many
trees, old sadhus sit near the samadhis,
some chanting on beads, others talk-
ing quietly. They relish being in the
spiritually surcharged area. I imagine
that one of the sadhus might be Sana-
tana Gosvami himself, watching over
everyone who comes here. This spot
also contains a rare grantha samadhi,
which contains some original scriptures
written by the Gosvamis.

Sanatana Gosvami was the elder
brother of Riipa Gosvami, who re-

spected Sanatana as his guru. A verse
describes their good qualities: “Within
Vrndavana, Ripa and Sanitana Go-
svamis were the reservoirs of natural
love and mercy. They were foremost
among the devotees, oceans of kind-
ness, and friends of the poor. They pos-
sessed unflinching devotion to Radha

| and Krsna. Giving up all worldly plea-

| sures, they always sang the glories of
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Pilgrims to the
Madana-Mohana
temple can find
tranquillity and
spiritual inspiration at
Sanatana Gosvami's
shrine (left). Kept
inside the shrine is an
old painting of
Sanatana Gosvami
and Madana-
Mohana, shown here
(above) by Viraja
Kishor Goswami, a
temple attendant in
the line of Sanatana
Gosvami. Following
custom, a dome-
shaped form (right)
represents Sanatana
Gosvami in

the shrine.
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Vrndavana’s groves and the lotus feet
of Srimati Radharani. Therefore, these
two brothers are the gifts of Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, the ocean of mercy.
In their absence I have become an
orphan.” (Bhakti-ratnakara)

Sitting beside Sanatana Gosvami’s
samadhi, I feel honored and apprecia-
tive of what he and his associates ac-
complished. In the modern era, his
follower Srila Prabhupada spread the
message of Vrndavana to the West, and
now everyone has an opportunity to
visit the holy places and learn about
devotional service. R

Vrndavani Devi Dasi joined ISKCON
in 1980. She lives with her family near
Bhaktivedanta Manor in England.
She would like to thank Vraja Kishor
Goswami for his help in writing this
article.
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The Vaisnava understanding
of the Supreme Truth provides a
satisfying answer to the question

“Is God male or female?”

by Satyaraja Dasa

Essence of beauty and relationship,
Quintessence of bliss and compassion,
Embodiment of sweetness and brilliance,
Epitome of artfulness, graceful in love:
May my mind take refuge in Radha,
Quintessence of all essences.
—Prabodhananda Sarasvati

Y SISTER CAROL has become a radical feminist
M in recent years. [ watched this develop. As she

devoured book after book on the failures of patri-
archy and male-made societies, she came to see me—her
brother, who worships a “male” God-—as a victim of sexist
philosophers, duped by men with little regard for women.
In other words, she knew that 1 worshiped Krsna, who is
clearly male, and this was enough to put me in league with
those who belittled women. It confused her, though, to see
that I was not full of macho double-talk, that despite my
worship of a male God, I was fair and even-minded—I didn’t
speak down to women. She decided I was bright enough to
confront directly.

“Why do you worship that blue boy Krsna?” she asked.
“Why see God as male at all? Why not envision God as
female?”

“Well,” I answered quickly and annoyed, as if a two-minute
conversation can sum up a person’s theological perspective,
“He’s God.” “And besides,” I added, “we don’t ‘envision’ God
as we like. We learn about him from authoritative sources,
the scriptures, whether the Vedas, from India, or the Western
scriptures, like the Bible or the Koran.”

“But how do you know?” she asked. “Maybe those books
are leading you on. I would say that God would have to be
the ultimate female, with all the sensitivity and nurturing that
implies.”

“But isn’t that sexism, coming from the opposite direc-
tion?”

I hoped the question would make her think twice.

“If God is ultimately the supreme female, wouldn’t that
leave men out of the equation? Wouldn’t that be saying that
the female form is better than the male form? You’d be guilty
of the very thing you claim patriarchal religion is guilty of.”

After a pause, she replied, “But you still say that God is
male . ..”

“First of all.” T broke in, “according to Krsna conscious-
ness, God is both male and female. Isn’t that a more egali-
tarian vision of God?”

“Well, maybe—if it’s true,” she said, still skeptical of a
tradition (and a brother) she had all but trained herself to
see as sexist.
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“Look,” I said, “Krsna is described as God in the Vedic
literature because He has all the qualifications of God. How
do you know the President of the United States is the Presi-
dent? Because he has the qualifications of the President.
He has certain credentials. It’s not that you can just ‘envi-
sion’ that somebody is the President and then—puff/—he’s
the President. No. So if you study Krsna closely, you’ll see
that He is full in all opulences: strength, beauty, wealth,
fame, knowledge, and renunciation. Anyone who has these
qualities in full is God.”

She was getting restless. She had heard this definition of
God from me before and felt I was getting off the subject of
God as female.

“But Krsna consciousness goes further,” I continued.
“Radharani is the female manifestation of God. She is the
ultimate female. So we see God as both male and female.”

Carol smiled. She had something up her sleeve.

“If you acknowledge that God is both male and female,
why does your central mantra—that prayer you’re chant-
ing all the time—focus on Krsna, the male form of God?”

THE “SHE” IN THE MAHA-MANTRA

What my dear sister didn’t know was that the maha-
mantra is a prayer to Radha first, and Krsna second.

“Do you know the mantra I chant, the one you’re talk-
ing about?”

She recited it: “Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare.”

I was pleased to hear she knew it.

“Do you know what Hare means?”

“No,” she admitted.

“It’s a strong request to Radha. By chanting “Hare,” we
beseech Mother Hara, another name for Radha. Hare is
the vocative form of Hara. Basically, the mantra is asking
Mother Hara, Radha, ‘Please engage me in the Lord’s
service.””

“You mean the Hare Krsna chant is a prayer to the
female form of God?”

“Absolutely.”

That got her attention.

“Tell me,” she said with growing curiosity, “what does
the word Radha mean?”

“It means ‘She who worships Krsna best.””

“Ahal” my sister quipped. “Then Radha is not God. If
She’s His best worshiper, then She is obviously distinct from
Him!”

“That’s not true,” I said. “God is the person who does
everything best. As Krsna says in the Gita, He’s the first
and best in all fields. Of mountains He’s the Himalayas,
of bodies of water He’s the ocean, and so on. So, of wor-
shipers of Him, He’s also best. Who could worship Krsna
better than He Himself? No one. Therefore, He manifests
as Radha, His female form, and shows that He is His own

Radha and Krsna are, in essence, a single entity—God—
who manifests as two distinct individuals for the sake of
interpersonal exchange.
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Radha is acknowledged as
the Supreme Goddess, because She
controls Krsna with Her love.

best worshiper. As RadhaHe is God
the worshiper, and as Krsna He is God
the worshiped. Both par excellence.”

“Hmm. Tell me more,” she said.

“OK, but this may get a little tech-
nical, “ I said. “From the Vaisnava, or
Krsna conscious, point of view, the
divine feminine energy (Sakti) implies
a divine energetic source (Saktiman).
So the goddess as she manifests in the
various Vaisnava traditions always
has a male counterpart. Sita relates to
Rama; Laksmi corresponds to Nara-
yana; Radha has Her Krsna. As Krsna
is the source of all manifestations of
God, Sri Radha, His consort, is the
source of all §aktis, or energies. She is
thus the original Goddess.

“Vaisnavism can be seen as a type
of Saktism, wherein the pirna-sakti, the
most complete form of the divine femi-
nine energy, is worshiped as the pre-
eminent aspect of divinity, eclipsing
even the male Godhead in certain re-
spects. For example, in Srivaisnavism,
Laksmi (a primary expansion of Sri
Radha) is considered the divine media-
trix, without whom access to Narayana
is not possible. In our Krsna conscious
tradition, Radha is acknowledged as
the Supreme Goddess, because She
controls Krsna with Her love. Perfect
spiritual life is unattainable without
Her grace.

“In traditional Vaisnava literature,
Krsna is compared to the sun and
Ridha to the sunshine. Both exist si-
multaneously, but one is coming from
the other. Still, to say that the sun ex-
ists prior to the sunshine is incorrect
—as soon as there is a sun, there is
sunshine. More important, the sun
has no meaning without sunshine,
without heat and light. And heat and
light would not exist without the sun.
So the sun and the sunshine co-exist,
each equally important for the exist-
ence of the other. It may be said that
they are simultaneously one and
different.

“Likewise, the relationship between
Radha and Krsna is that of inconceiv-
able identity in difference. They are, in
essence, a single entity—God—who
manifests as two distinct individuals for
the sake of interpersonal exchange.

“Let me read you something about
this from the Caitanya-caritamrta [Adi-
lil@ 4.95-98]: ‘Lord Krsna enchants the
world, but Sr1 Radha enchants even
Him. Therefore She is the supreme

goddess of all. Sri Radha is the full |

power,and Lord Krsna is the possessor
of full power. The two are not differ-
ent, as evidenced by the revealed scrip-
tures. They are indeed the same, just as
musk and its scent are inseparable, or
as fire and its heat are nondifferent.
Thus, Radha and Krsna are one, al-
though They have taken two forms to
enjoy a relationship.™

“But Krsna is still the source. He
predominates.”

“Only in a sense,” I said. “In terms
of fattva, or ‘philosophical truth,” He

predominates. But in terms of /ild, or |

‘divine loving activity, Radha predomi-
nates over Him. And /i/d is considered
more important than fattva.”

Carol was enthralled.

“I had no idea,” she said.

“Few people do,” I told her. “That’s
why devotees work hard to distribute
Prabhupada’s books—we want this
knowledge to get out to people.”

Carol promised me she would start
experimenting with the maha-mantra
and would never prematurely judge a
religion again, especially Krsna con-
sciousness. In addition, she asked me

| for a prayer that focuses on Radha-

rani’s supreme position,something she
could chant as a reminder that Krsna
consciousness recognizes—even em-
phasizes—a female form of God. I
thought for a moment, and then I
shared with her a mantra composed
by Bhaktivinoda Thakura, a great spiri-
tual master from the early twentieth
century:
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Best of the Goprs

SRI RADHA IS foremost of the gopis,
Lord Krsna’s cowherd girlfriends.
She is able to please Krsna with little
more than a glance. Yet Radha feels
that Her love for Krsna can always
expand to greater heights, and there-
fore She manifests as the many gopis
of Vrndavana, who fulfill Krsna’s
desire for relationship (rasa) in a
variety of ways.

The gopis are considered the
kaya-vyitha of Sti Radha. There is no
English equivalent for this term, but
it can be explained as follows: If one
person could simultaneously exist in
more than one human form, those
forms would be known as the kaya
(“body”) vyiha (“multitude of”) of
that particular individual. In other
words, they are the identical person,
but occupying different space and
time, with different moods and
emotions. As Radha and Krsna's
sole purpose is loving exchange, the
gopis exist to assist Them in this
love.

The gopis are divided into five
groups, the most important being the
parama-prestha-sakhis, the eight
primary gopis: Lalita, Visakha, Citra,
Indulekha, Campakalata, Tunga-
vidya, Rangadevi, and Sudevi. Many
details of their lives and service—
including each one’s age, mood,
birthday, temperament, instrument,
skin color, parents’ names, Spouse’s
name, favorite melody, closest girl-
friends, and so on—are described in
Vaisnava scriptures. These elements
form the substance of an inner
meditation, or sadhana, designed to
bring the devotee to the spiritual
realm. Through this meditation one
gradually develops prema, or love

atapa-rakita siraja nahi jani
radha-virahita krsna nahi mani

“Just as there is no such thing as sun
without heat or light, I do not accept
a Krsna who is without Sri Radha!”
(Gitavali, Radhastaka 8)

Carol was thrilled. She confided



The eight primary gopis are Radha and Krsna's most intimate associates.

for Krsna. This advanced form of con-
templation, however, is only to be
performed by accomplished devotees
under the guidance of an acknowl-
edged master. This level is rarely
achieved. It is therefore recommend-
ed that one practice the chanting of
the holy name and take to the regu-
lated path of vaidhi-bhakti—or the
practice of devotion under strict rules
and regulations—as taught in the
Krsna consciousness movement. This

will naturally lead to the highest level
of spiritual attainment.

Clearly, the Vaisnava tradition in
the line of Lord Caitanya sees the
love of the gopis as transcendental
love of the highest order, countering
accusations of mundane sexuality
with clearly defined distinctions be-
tween lust and love. Like the Bride-
of-Christ concept in the Christian
tradition and the Kabbalistic concep-
tion of the Feminine Divine in Jewish

mysticism, the truth behind “gopi-
love” is theologically profound and
constitutes the zenith of spiritual
awareness. Gopi-love represents the
purest love a soul may have for its
divine source; the only correlation
this may have to mundane lust is in
appearance, an appearance that falls
short once one studies the texts left
by the pure, self-realized authorities
on these topics.

in me that she had long prayed for
a religious tradition that was not
sexist, one that recognized a femi-
nine form of the Divine. Of course,
she wasn’t fully convinced that this
was it, but she was now willing to lis-
ten, to give an open ear to Krsna
consciousness. She was willing to start

with some rudimentary practices,
such as chanting and reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books. Here was a tra-
dition that definitely seemed to fit
the bill, to address her needs as a femi-
nist. Radharani was my sister’s dream
come true—an answer to a feminist’s

prayer. (D

Satyaraja Ddasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contribu-
tor to Back to Godhead. He has writ-
ten several books on Krsna conscious-
ness, the latest of which is Gita on the
Green: The Mystical Tradition Behind
Bagger Vance. He and his wife live in
New York City.
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Although we accept that suffering in this world
is inevitable, there’s still cause for hope.

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

PTIMISM AND PESSIMISM appear to be opposite terms, but both states

of mind can be used in Krsna consciousness. Although everyone is fa-

miliar with the meaning of these two terms, I would like to present their
dictionary definitions:

Optimism: 1. A tendency to look on the more favorable side, or to expect the
most favorable outcome of events or conditions. 2. The belief that good will ulti-
mately triumph over evil and that virtue will be rewarded. 3. The doctrine that the
existing world is the best of all possible worlds.

Pessimism: 1. The tendency to see only what is disadvantageous or gloomy, or
to anticipate the worst outcome. 2. The doctrine that the existing world is the
worst of all possible worlds, or that all things naturally tend toward evil. 3. The
belief that the evil and pain in the world outweigh any goodness or happiness.

These meanings draw lines, and people tend to place themselves along them—
as optimists or pessimists—or somewhere in between.

The phrase “the best of all possible worlds” was posited by the German phi-
losopher Leibniz in the seventeenth century. Leibniz spoke about cause and ef-
fect and concluded that we live in the best of all possible worlds. His philosophy
was most notably attacked by the writer and thinker Voltaire in his book Candide.
I would like to use parts of Voltaire’s story to delineate the extremes of optimism.

CANDIDE’S TALE OF WOE

Candide is named for the book’s main character, a young man in a royal fam-
ily who is not quite a legitimate heir. He is described as having “sound judgment
combined with a great simplicity of mind,” but he falls in love with the baron’s
daughter. When they act on that infatuation, Candide is forced to leave the castle,
and so the story goes forward.

While he is yet at the castle, Candide and the baron’s daughter have a tutor,
“the oracle of the household,” named Dr. Pangloss. Dr. Pangloss is a philosopher
who teaches “metaphysico-theologo-cosmonigology,” and it is through this char-
acter that Voltaire mocks Leibniz. Candide “listened to [Dr. Pangloss’s| instruc-
tions with all the simplicity natural to his age and disposition. [Dr. Pangloss] proved
admirably that there is no effect without a cause, and in this best of all possi-
ble worlds, the baron’s castle was the most magnificent of all possible castles and

At left: While devotees of Krsna are pessimistic about the material world,
filled as it is with uncountable miseries, they find—and deliver to others—optimism
in Krsna consciousness, especially through chanting the holy names of the Lord.
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We bhave little power against the trials sent by
material nature, but we can do small, yet significant,
things for our own improvement.

Her Ladyship the best of all possible
baronesses.”

Leibniz used his optimistic philoso-
phy to hint at the presence of a Deity.
Voltaire attacks that idea as he goes on
in this story to show the real misery of
human life.

After Candide leaves the castle, he
wanders through the snow until he
comes to a town. Some uniformed sol-
diers feed him, assuring him that it is
the duty of one man to help another
(something Dr. Pangloss had also
taught him), and then ask him if he
would drink to the king of the Bulgars.
Candide agrees. They then tell him he
will become the “support and up-
holder” of the Bulgars. The soldiers
put him in leg irons and take him to
their army camp. There he is forced to
learn the drill, and is beaten with a
cane for his mistakes. When he finally
performs the drill without mistakes,
they tell him he has become a hero.
“Candide, utterly bewildered, could
not make out very clearly how he was
a hero.”

PANGLOSS THE BEGGAR

After a few more adventures, Can-
dide meets a “beggar covered with
sores; his eyes were lifeless, the tip of
his nose had been eaten away, his
mouth was twisted, his teeth were
black, his voice was hoarse, he was
racked by a violent cough, and he spat

out a tooth with every spasm.” Moved |
to compassion, Candide gives the beg- |

gar the money he himself had just
received by begging. The beggar then
throws his arms around Candide and
tells him that he is Dr. Pangloss. The
Baron’s castle has been destroyed, Dr.
Pangloss tells Candide, and the royal
family killed. Dr. Pangloss survived but
suffers from a venereal discase.
Candide’s adventures get worse,
but the story’s ending is significant.

Candide and Dr. Pangloss meet a man
and his small family who live off the
land, working and not depending upon
others. Nor do they try to understand
the larger events taking place in the
world. Pangloss and Candide decide
they want to live like this man. This
is Voltaire’s understanding of some-
thing positive a person can do in a
horrible world to escape the punish-
ments of vice, boredom, and poverty.
Voltaire describes manmade and natu-
ral disasters, such as an earthquake in
Lisbon that killed thirty thousand
people, and asks how one can continue
to consider this the best of all possible
worlds.

As Candide, Pangloss, and the other
characters settled down to live a posi-
tive life, Pangloss now and then said to
Candide, “All events are intercon-
nected in this best of all possible worlds,
for if you hadn’t been driven from a
beautiful castle with hard kicks be-
cause of your love...if you hadn’t
been seized by the Inquisition, if you
hadn’t wandered over America on foot,
if you hadn’t thrust your sword through
the baron, and if you hadn’t lost all
your sheep from the land of Eldorado,
you wouldn’t be here eating candied
citrons and pistachio nuts.

“ “Well said,’ replied Candide, ‘but
we must cultivate our garden.” ”

SELF-REFORM

This “cultivate your own garden”
philosophy can be applied in Krsna
consciousness. Whether we’re a “big”
reformer or a “small” one, we must all
cultivate self-reform.

I took the trouble to present so
much material because it affirms what
we can do in our own Krsna conscious
lives. Like Candide, we have little pow-
er against the trials sent by material
nature, but we can do small, yet signifi-

cant, things for our own improvement. |
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| Often devotees in the Krsna conscious-

ness movement, in an optimistic fervor,

| imagine themselves single-handedly

making major changes in the world.
But we are not likely to be able to make
large changes on our own. Rather, our
Krsna conscious optimism can be di-
rected more personally: we can cre-
ate a reform of ourselves and our fam-

| ilies (if we have them), and take time

to cultivate our spiritual garden. What
we plant we will eat. There is little
use in philosophizing abstractly like
Dr. Pangloss about cause and effect,
but, rather, we can live practically and
faithfully in the world.

SCHOPENHAUER'S VIEW

After Voltaire, another philosopher
disagreed with Leibniz’s “best of all
possible worlds™ approach. That was
Schopenhauer, also a German. He was
the first Western philosopher to study
the Upanisads. Schopenhauer espe-
cially liked the concept of maya, and
the philosophy he posited, after study-
ing the Upanisads, was that we live in
the worst of all possible worlds. He
used his Vedic studies to support that
idea.

And the Vedas do support that
idea. The Vedic literature states that
material life is full of suffering. It lists
the threefold miseries (arising from
our minds, from other living entities,
and from natural calamities) and the
fourfold miseries (birth, death, disease,
and old age). No one escapes them.
Does this mean that devotees should
maintain a negative world view?

Upon hearing the Vedic literature’s
sweeping condemnation of life in the
material world, Albert Schweitzer
termed the Vedic philosophy “world
and life negating.” Western philoso-
phers often end up with that misunder-
standing, concluding that the highest

(please turn to page 36)



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-dcdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

DEVAHUTT'S
YOGA PRACTICE

Lord Kapila leaves home, and His mother,
Devahiiti, begins practicing bhakti-yoga
as He has taught her.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 33

8 I e S W YA
= 5
ST &N ATe
tam tvam aham brahma param pumamsarn
pratyak-srotasy atmani samvibhavyam

sva-tejasa dhvasta-guna-pravahan
vande visnum kapilam veda-garbham

tam—unto Him; tvam—You; aham—1I; brahma—Brah-
man; param—supreme; pumarmsan—the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead; pratyak-srotasi—turned inwards; afmani—

pravaham—the influence of the modes of material nature;
vande—I offer obeisances; visnum—unto Lord Visnu; kapi-
lam—named Kapila; veda-garbham—the repository of the
Vedas.

I believe, my Lord, that You are Lord Visnu Himself under |
the name of Kapila, and You are the Supreme Personality |
of Godhead, the Supreme Brahman! The saints and sages, |

being freed from all the disturbances of the senses and mind,
meditate upon You, for by Your mercy only can one be-
come free from the clutches of the three modes of material
nature. At the time of dissolution, all the Vedas are sus-
tained in You only.

PURPORT: Devahiti, the mother of Kapila, instead of pro-
longing her prayers, summarized that Lord Kapila was none
other than Visnu and that since she was a woman it was not
possible for her to worship Him properly simply by prayer.
It was her intention that the Lord be satisfied. The word
pratyak is significant. @ In yogic practice, the eight divisions

| are yama, niyama, asana, pranayama, pratyahara, dharana,
| dhyana, and samadhi. € Pratyahara means to wind up the

activities of the senses. The level of realization of the Su-
preme Lord evidenced by Devahiiti is possible when one is
able to withdraw the senses from material activities. When
one is engaged in devotional service, there is no scope for

in the mind; sarivibhavyam—meditated upon, perceived; | h;g SEsesHo e cngagr\f]d othcawzm.qln Eh 'L[l” Kdrsr_la Sl
sva-tejusa—Dby Your own potency; dhvasta—vanished; guna- | stiolisuess one camundesstand te stpreme Lord as Hols,

(1) What are the eight divisions of yoga
practice?

(2) What is the meaning of pratyahara?
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maitreya uvaca
idito bhagavan evam
kapilakhyah parah puman
vacaviklavayety aha
matarar matr-vatsalah

maitreyah uvaca—Maitreya said; iditah—praised; bhaga-
van—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; evam—thus;
kapila-akhyah—named Kapila; parah—supreme; puman—
person; vaca—with words; aviklavaya—egrave; iti—thus;
aha—replied; mataram—to His mother; matr-vatsalah—
very affectionate to His mother.

Thus the Supreme Personality of Godhead Kapila, satis-
fied by the words of His mother, towards whom He was
very affectionate, replied with gravity.

PURPORT: Since the Lord is all-perfect, His exhibition of
affection for His mother was also complete. After hear-
ing the words of His mother, He most respectfully, with
due gravity and good manners, replied.

10 HEOTRE AIe FESAAIGaT |
kapila uvica
margenanena matas te
susevyenoditena me

asthitena param kastham
acirad avarotsyasi

kapilah uvaca—Lord Kapila said; margena—by the path;
anena—this; matah—My dear mother; te—for you; su-
sevyena—very easy to execute; uditena—instructed; me—
by Me; asthitena—being performed; param—supreme;
kastham—goal; acirat—very soon; avarotsyasi—you will
attain.

(3) What is the meaning of jivan-mukta?
(4) How is liberation defined in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam?

(5) What is the real identity of the living
entity? :
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| The Personality of Godhead said: My dear mother, the

| path of self-realization which I have already instructed to
| youis very easy. You can execute this system without diffi-

culty, and by following it you shall very soon be liberated,
even within your present body.

PURPORT: Devotional service is so perfect that simply by
following the rules and regulations and executing them
under the direction of the spiritual master, one is liberated,
as it is said herein, from the clutches of maya, even in this
body. In other yogic processes, or in empiric philosophical
speculation, one is never certain whether or not he is at the
perfectional stage. But in the discharge of devotional ser-
vice, if one has unflinching faith in the instruction of the
bona fide spiritual master and follows the rules and regula-
tions, he is sure to be liberated, even within this present

body. rila Rtipa Gosvami, in the Bhakti-rasamyrta-sindhu,
has also confirmed this. @ Tha yasya harer dasye: regard-
less of where he is situated, anyone whose only aim is to
serve the Supreme Lord under the direction of the spiri-

| tual master is called jivan-mukia, or one who is liberated

even with his material body.

Sometimes doubts arise in the minds of neophytes about
whether or not the spiritual master is liberated, and some-
times neophytes are doubtful about the bodily affairs of
the spiritual master. The point of liberation, however, is
not to see the bodily symptoms of the spiritual master.
One has to see the spiritual symptoms of the spiritual mas-
ter. Jivan-mukta means that even though one is in the ma-
terial body (there are still some material necessities, since
the body is material), because one is fully situated in the
service of the Lord, he should be understood to be liber-

| ated. @ Liberation entails being situated in one’s own po-

sition. That is the definition in Srimad-Bhagavatam: muktir

| ...svarapena vyavasthitih. The svaripa, or actual identity
| of the living entity, is described by Lord Caitanya. @ Jivera

‘svariipa’ haya—Kkrsnera ‘nitya-dasa’: the real identity of the
living entity is that he is eternally a servitor of the Supreme
Lord. If someone is one-hundred-percent engaged in the
service of the Lord, he is to be understood as liberated. One
must understand whether or not he is liberated by his
activities in devotional service, not by other symptoms.

11 HgEad T8 SE Iaseaeny:
A AR IR I ealg G

Sraddhatsvaitan matam mahyam
justari yad brahma-vadibhih

yena mam abhayam yaya
mriyum rcchanty atad-vidah

sraddhatsva—you may rest assured; etat—about this; ma-
tam —instruction; mahyam—My; justam—ifollowed; yat—
which; brahma-vadibhih—by transcendentalists; yena—by
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which; manm—unto Me; abhayam—without fear; yayah—
you shall reach; mrtyum—death; rechanti—attain; a-tat-
vidah—persons who are not conversant with this.

My dear mother, those who are actually transcendental-
ists certainly follow My instructions, as I have given them
to you. You may rest assured that if you traverse this path
of self-realization perfectly, surely you shall be freed from
fearful material contamination and shall ultimately reach
Me. Mother, persons who are not conversant with this meth-
od of devotional service certainly cannot get out of the cycle
of birth and death.

PURPORT: Material existence is full of anxiety, and there-
fore it is fearful. One who gets out of this material exist-
ence automatically becomes free from all anxieties and fear.
One who follows the path of devotional service enunciated
by Lord Kapila is very easily liberated.

T 39
12 3fd 9623 WEF &ft e afem
EHET SRIEfG HUSISTA It

maitreya uvaca
iti pradarsya bhagavan
satim tam atmano gatim
sva-matra brahma-vadinya
kapilo "numato yayau

maitreyah uvaca—NMaitreya said; iti—thus; pradarsya—af-
ter instructing; bhagavan—the Supreme Personality of

Godhead; satim—venerable; tam—that; atmanah—of self- |

realization; gatim—path; sva-matra—ftrom His mother;
brahma-vadinya—self-realized; kapilah—Lord Kapila;
anumatah—took permission; yayau—Ieft.

Sri Maitreya said: The Supreme Personality of Godhead
Kapila, after instructing His beloved mother, took permis-
sion from her and left His home, His mission having been
fulfilled.

PURPORT: @ The mission of the appearance of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead in the form of Kapila was
to distribute the transcendental knowledge of Sankhya phi-
losophy, which is full of devotional service. Having imparted
that knowledge to His mother—and, through His mother,
to the world—Kapiladeva had no more need to stay at

home, so He took permission from His mother and left. |
Apparently He left home for spiritual realization, although |

He had nothing to realize spiritually because He Himself is
the person to be spiritually realized.

@ Therefore this is an example set by the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead while acting like an ordinary human

| hermitage; apide

being so that others might learn from Him. He could, of
course, have stayed with His mother, but He indicated that
there was no need to stay with the family. It is best to re-
main alone as a brahmacari, sannyasi, or vanaprastha and
cultivate Krsna consciousness throughout one’s whole life.
Those who are unable to remain alone are given license to
live in household life with wife and children, not for sense
gratification but for cultivation of Krsna consciousness.

13 &1 =Y TR ANTeRIA TR
=g 3 aee: gEfea

sa capi tanayoktena
yogadesena yoga-yuk

tasminn asrama apide
sarasvatyah samahita

sa—she; ca—and; api—also; tanaya—Dby her son; uktena—
spoken; yoga-dadesena—>by the instruction on yoga; yoga-
yuk—engaged in bhakti-yoga; tasmin—in that; asrame—
the flower crown; sarasvatyah—of the
Sarasvati; samahita—bhxed in samadhi.

As instructed by her son, Devahuti also began to practice
bhakti-yoga in that very ashram. She practiced samadhi in
the house of Kardama Muni, which was so beautifully deco-
rated with flowers that it was considered the flower crown
of the River Sarasvati.

PURPORT: @ Devahiiti did not leave her house, because it
is never recommended for a woman to leave her home. She
is dependent. The very example of Devahuti was that when
she was not married, she was under the care of her father,
Svayambhuva Manu, and then Svayambhuva gave her to
Kardama Muni in charity. She was under the care of her

| husband in her youth, and then her son, Kapila Muni, was

born. As soon as her son grew up, her husband left home,
and similarly the son, after discharging His duty towards
His mother, also left. She could also have left home, but she
did not. Rather, she remained at home and began to prac-
tice bhakti-yoga as instructed by her great son, Kapila, and
because of her practice of bhakti-yoga, the entire home
became just like a flower crown on the River Sarasvati.

14 3pftevienTEeh iUz SCHH Hleamed,

(6) What was the mission of Lord Kapila?
(7) Why did Lord Kapila leave home?

(8) Why did Devahuti not leave home?
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abhiksnavagaha-kapisan
Jatilan kutilalakan

armanam cogra-tapasa
bibhrati cirinarm krsam

abhiksna—again and again; avagaha—Dby bathing; kapisan—
gray; jatilan—matted; kutila—curled; alakan—hair; atma-
nam—her body; ca—and; ugra-tapasa—Dby severe austeri-
ties; bibhrati—became; cirinam—clothed in rags; krsam—
thin.

She began to bathe three times daily, and thus her curling
black hair gradually became gray. Due to austerity, her body
gradually became thin, and she wore old garments.

PURPORT: It is the practice of the yogi, brahmacari,
vanaprastha, and sannydsi to bathe at least three times
daily » noontime, and in the
evening. These principles are strictly followed even by some
grhasthas, especially brahmanas, who are elevated in spiri-
tual consciousness. Devahiiti was a king’s daughter and al-
most a king’s wife also. Although Kardama Muni was not a
king, by his yogic mystic power he accommodated Devahiti
very comfortably in a nice palace with maidservants and all
opulence. @ But since she had learned austerity even in the
presence of her husband, there was no difficulty for her to
be austere. Still, because her body underwent severe aus-
terity after the departure of her husband and son, she
became thin.

To be too fat is not very good for spiritually advanced
life. Rather, one should reduce because if one becomes fat
it is an impediment to progress in spiritual understanding,
One should be careful not to eat too much, sleep too much
or remain in a comfortable position. Voluntarily accept-
ing some penances and difficulties, one should take less
food and less sleep. These are the procedures for practic-
ing any kind of yoga, whether bhakti-yoga, jiana-yoga, or
hatha-yoga.

15 USTUC: HOHET JURINTISIRIT,
TR A1t ARt
prajapateh kardamasya
tapo-yoga-vijrmbhitam

sva-garhasthyam anaupaniyam
prarthyam vaimanikair api

(9) Why was it not difficult for Devahiti to

be austere?
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| praja-pateh—of the progenitor of mankind; kardamasya
| —Kardama Muni; tapah—by austerity; yoga—Dby yoga;
| vijrmbhitam—developed; sva-garhasthyam—nhis home and
household paraphernalia; anaupamyam—unequaled; prar-
thyam—enviable; vaimanikaih—Dby the denizens of heaven;
api—even.

The home and household paraphernalia of Kardama, who
was one of the Prajapatis, was developed in such a way, by
dint of his mystic powers of austerity and yoga, that his
opulence was sometimes envied by those who travelin outer
space in airplanes.

PURPORT: The statement in this verse that Kardama Muni’s
household affairs were envied even by persons who travel
in outer space refers to the denizens of heaven. Their air-
ships are not like those we have invented in the modern
age, which fly only from one country to another; their air-
planes were capable of going from one planet to another.
There are many such statements in the Srimad-Bhagavatam
from which we can understand that there were facilities to
travel from one planet to another, especially in the higher
planetary system, and who can say that they are not still
traveling? The speed of our airplanes and space vehicles is
very limited, but, as we have already studied, Kardama Muni
traveled in outer space in an airplane which was like a city,
and he journeyed to see all the different heavenly planets.
That was not an ordinary airplane, nor was it ordinary space
travel. Because Kardama Muni was such a powerful mystic
yogi, his opulence was envied by the denizens of heaven.

16 T WA AT ST SR 3G
FEA = B gERiERonty =

payah-phena-nibhah sayya
danta rukma-paricchadah

asanani ca haimani
susparsastaranani ca

. payah—of milk; phena—the foam; nibhah—resembling;
| Sayyah—beds; dantah—made of ivory; rukma—golden;
paricchadah—with covers; asanani—chairs and benches;
ca—and; haimani—made of gold; su-sparsa—soft to the
touch; astaranani—cushions; ca—and.

The opulence of the household of Kardama Muni is de-

| seribed herein. The bedsheets and mattresses were all as

white as the foam of milk, the chairs and benches were made
of ivory and were covered by cloths of lace with golden
filigree, and the couches were made of gold and had very
soft pillows.

(continued in the next issue)



A GYNOCOLOGIST
FOR BHAKTIVEDANTA
HOSPITAL

Formerly one of India’s leading abortionists,
he now campaigns to save the lives of the unborn.

ADHAVANANDA Dasa,
a physician and an ad-
ministrator at the new

Bhaktivedanta Hospital in sub-
urban Mumbai, needed help.
He sought physicians for the new
multi-service hospital who were
both highly competent and ded-
icated to the spiritual princi-
ples of the hospital’s honored
namesake, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

In particular, Madhavanan-
da knew that the hospital, built
on principles of the Bhagavad-
gita, needed a gynecology di-
rector who would accept the
sanctity of all life, including the
unborn. Such a gynecologist
would be a tough find in popu-
lous India, where for population
control the government had for
decades vigorously promoted
abortion in medical colleges.

Madhavananda decided to
start by determining the gynecol-
ogy candidates’ medical credentials. He
invited Dr. Mahendra K. Patel, one of
India’s leading gynecologists, to assist
him.

Dr. Patel, born and raised in Mum-
bai, had dedicated himself to gvnecol-
ogy early in life, when a young relative
in his village died of complications
from an abortion. Eventually Dr. Patel

by Kalakantha Dasa

Dr. Mahendra K. Patel

graduated first in his class of four hun-
dred from medical school, assuring his
posting to his chosen specialty.

While Dr. Patel was attending col-
lege, abortion was illegal in India. Still,
many doctors in his college’s gynecol-
ogy department wanted to perform
abortions to help mothers from large
poor families who could not afford

more children. The doctors also
sought to save prostitutes, who
sometimes lost their lives trying
to abort their babies. But the de-
partment head, a Catholic, re-
fused to allow the procedure.
Then, in 1971, just as Dr. Patel
was graduating, the Indian gov-
ernment legalized abortion. The
young doctors were free to offer
the procedure up to the fifth
month of pregnancy.

ABORTION SPECIALIST

Abortions performed up to
the third month of pregnancy are
simple to perform and relatively
safe for the mother. But after
the third month, the procedures
required increase the danger to
the mother. The young, vigorous
Dr. Patel became a specialist in
late-term abortions. His research
resulted in improved, safer meth-
ods for late-term abortions that
are still used in India and sur-
rounding countries. In recognition of
his work, Dr. Patel was eventually
elected general secretary of the Fed-
eration of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Societies of India (FOGSI). With 130
branches and over 16,000 participat-
ing doctors, FOGSI is India’s largest
such organization. During his quarter-
century career, Dr. Patel performed
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The solution to poverty and disease lies in
spiritual education, not in abortion,
a procedure laden with karma for all involved.

thirty thousand abortions and guided
others in performing millions more.

When Madhavananda asked Dr.
Patel to chair the committee to review
gynecology candidates, Dr. Patel
agreed. Besides his highly evolved
medical knowledge, Dr. Patel had been
studying the Bhagavad-gita with fol-
lowers of Srila Prabhupada. So he was
also conversant with the new hospital’s
spiritual principles.

Twenty-seven candidates applied
for the post. As the interviews un-
folded, each candidate expressed shock
upon learning that the new hospital
would not allow abortions. Madhav-
ananda and other staff members pa-
tiently and frankly explained the Krsna
conscious view that life comes from
God alone and to take it improperly is
sinful. They said the solution to pov-
erty and disease lies in spiritual educa-
tion, not in abortion, a procedure laden
with karma for all involved.

A CHANGE OF HEART

Dr. Patel was deeply impressed to
see Madhavananda’s firm insistence
on principles often disregarded even
in Catholic hospitals. After coming
up with a short list of recommended
candidates, Dr. Patel decided to ap-
proach Madhavananda with a different
proposition.

“Why don’t you ask me?” said Dr.
Patel. “If you ask me, I will take the
post.”

Madhavananda and his staff were
astonished. The post paid less and was
far less prestigious than his current
position. But Dr. Patel assured them he
was sincere and would abide by the
hospital’s “no abortion and no contra-
ception” policy in his practice both in
and out of the hospital. Madhavananda
gratefully agreed.

Now resigned from his position at
FOGSI, Dr. Patel has successfully di-
rected the Bhaktivedanta Hospital
gynecology department for the past
four years.

“At this stage of my career it is natu-
rally difficult for me to admit it,” says
Dr. Patel, perhaps India’s best known
abortion practitioner, “but I can no
longer tolerate the destruction of the
unborn. Through Srila Prabhupada’s
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1 have come to
understand that the eternal soul enters
the womb to take a birth according to
his past karma. Although temporary
and full of suffering like other species,
human life alone allows the soul a
chance to understand God. One who
aborts that precious birth shares in an
enormous sin with those who cause the
abortion to be performed.

“Given my background, I am quite
blessed to serve at Bhaktivedanta Hos-
pital. I wish to dedicate the rest of my
life to promoting the teachings of the
Bhagavad-gita and discrediting the ma-
terialistic notion of sinless abortion.”

To pursue this cause, Dr. Patel has
counseled over four hundred abortion
applicants at Bhaktivedanta Hospital
to reconsider their decision. Many have
decided to keep their babies, five of
whom Dr. Patel delivered. “Five beau-
tiful children,” he declares with a smile.

ANTI-ABORTION
CAMPAIGN

Dr. Patel has developed an anti-
abortion presentation that he takes to
educational institutions and service
organizations such as the Rotary Club,
the Lions Club, and Giants Interna-
tional. Given his national renown and
background, audiences find Dr. Pa-
tel’s presentation quite persuasive.
| “We cannot keep all the invitations,”
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he says modestly.

Recently, Dr. Patel received this let-
ter from Dr. K. C. Aneja, one of India’s
leading cardiologists and president of
the Bharat Vikas Parishad, an organi-
zation with five hundred branches: “It
is heartening that the hospital has
started an anti-abortion campaign.
Dr. Patel convinced us that life is the
Lord’s gift. On behalf of the members
and myself, we thank you and wish
you success in this project to motivate
the people. We extend our full coop-
eration.” Dr. Aneja and others have
encouraged Dr. Patel to take up his
campaign on a national scale.

In India more than 35,000 abortions
take place every day, enough to replace
the population of Australia every two
years. Most major religions oppose
abortion, yet it goes on widely in India
and throughout the world. Why? Dr.
Patel explains.

“People fear overpopulation,” he
says, “but if God gives birth, He has
made provision. Besides, if a popula-
tion burden justifies murdering chil-
dren, why not kill old people, retarded
children, or the chronically ill? Srila
Prabhupada says the earth can support
many times more people than it does
now. The real problem is unequal dis-
tribution of land and food. Leaders
should address that problem rather
than inducing people to kill their own
children.”

What about in cases of rape?

“Pregnancy in rape is terribly trag-
ic,” says Dr. Patel, “but does saving
your shame justify sacrificing a life?
Which is more important? Besides, the
demand for adoption is high, even in
India. On average twenty percent of
married couples are infertile, including
five percent who do not respond to
medical help. This five percent corre-
sponds to millions of childless couples



who would gladly adopt children.

“Abortion is patently unnatural. The
concept of medically aided abortion is
only a hundred years old—the prod-
uct of unrestricted sex in a promiscu-
ous age. A baby killed in the womb has
been murdered. To demonstrate this
point, our presentation includes a
graphic, shocking depiction of a late-
term abortion.

“The eternal soul enters and gives
life to the body at the moment of
conception, not at the age of three
months,” Dr. Patel concludes. “Since
medical science cannot duplicate the
life in the body, medical science has
no right to take it.

“From Srila Prabhupada’s books I
have learned that every child is a gift
of God. Life must be respected,” he
says. “And I have learned the hard way
that abortion is murderous and leads
to disaster and unhappiness. Abortion
must stop.”

PLANS

In the coming months Dr. Patel will
continue to give talks and conduct
seminars at women’s organizations and
youth forums. He has enlisted several
doctors, nurses, medical students, and
social workers as volunteers in a train-
ing program for counselors. They will
spread the anti-abortion message in
greater Mumbai.

Dr. Patel and his helpers are about
to launch a media campaign that will
include banners in city streets and col-
orful stickers in the crowded ladies
compartments and station platforms of
Mumbai’s suburban railway. Also to
come are press articles in the national
newspapers and magazines, debates
on television and radio, and a video
explaining the details and ill effects
of abortion.

Says Dr. Patel as we part, “We have
to take this message far out to cover
the entire nation. It’'s a mammoth job,
and I’'m seeking the blessings and help
of all Vaisnavas everywhere.” R

Kalakantha Dasa (Carl Woodham), au-
thor of The Song Divine (a lyrical ren-
dition of the Bhagavad-gita), lives in
Gainesville, Florida, with his wife and
children. He is the resource develop-
ment director for the Mayapur Project.

BACK TO GODHEAD

CORRESPONDENCE
COURSES

Accredited Study of Srila Prabhupada’s
Books and Teachings

Now you can gain transcendental knowledge with a guided,
indepth study of the writings and teachings of Lord Krsna’s pure
devotee, at your own pace and in your own home.

Each course includes a textbook, a lesson binder, and a
personal review of your work by qualified brahmana teachers.
You may choose to conduct your studies via e-mail, regular post,
or fax.

Upon successful completion of your study, you will receive
a Course Certificate and credit from the Florida Vedic College.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

18 lessons, $108* (2 midterms and final exam)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya
15 lessons, $108% (2 midterms and final exam)

Karma and Reincarnation
7 lessons, $89* (final exam)

Journey of Self-Discovery
3 lessons, $50* (final exam)

Readings in Vedic Literature
: 3 lessons, $50* (final exam)

To enroll, send check or money order to:
Back to Godhead Correspondence Courses,
P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA

For further information,
visit our website at: www.krsna.com/course5.htm
or call the BTG Editorial Offices at (904) 462-7794.

“In this world there is nothing
so sublime and pure as

transcendental knowledge.”
—Bhagavad-gita 4.38

*Please add 10% shipping costs for textbooks and course materials.
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OPTIMISM AND PESSIMISM
(continued from page 28)

goal is to merge into Brahman and that
everything else is illusion and suffer-
ing. We are meant only to escape
through self-negation in Brahman re-
alization. :

But that’s not the summation of our
philosophy: there is something positive
and optimistic.

To understand the difference be-
tween Dr. Pangloss’s and Schopen-
hauer’s versions of optimism and pes-
simism and the Krsna conscious ver-
sions, we must face the Vedas’ stated
propose of human life. It is not our
purpose to resign ourselves to a tem-
porary and miserable world, either
imagining it happy or understanding
its misery, but to strive for permanent
happiness. In the Vedic conception,
a person negates life only when he
identifies the illusory body with the
self. Those who affirm the self accept
the opportunity offered in the Vedic
teachings to become victorious over
death.

I will generalize and say that any-
one who aspires to be a devotee in
Krsna consciousness is optimistic
about the spiritual facts of life and
pessimistic toward the opportunities
offered by material life. To the de-
gree that that’s not true in us, our
lack of advancement is revealed. If,

| in the name of being a devotee, we re-

main attracted to material life and
unhappy renouncing it for spiritual
life, we can say that we are not really
devotees.

I remember once walking with Srila |

Prabhupada. At the end of the walk

he turned and said, “If you have any |
idea that material life is happy, you |

cannot become Krsna conscious.” At
other times he would say, “There is no
happiness in the material world.”

SPIRITUAL OPTIMISM

We’re optimistic, but not about
material life. I felt that balance be-
tween optimism and pessimism early
in my own Krsna conscious life. When
I was a member of ISKCON’s first
temple, a storefront at 26 Second Av-
enue in New York City, I once arrived
late to drive with Srila Prabhupada to
a lecture he would give at Dr. Mishra’s
Ananda Ashram outside the city. An-
other storefront attendee also arrived
late. Suddenly,someone turned up with
a jeep. We jumped in and drove out to
the ashram. As we drove, we talked to
one another simply as young men in-
terested in the Swami (Srila Prabhu-

| pada). We all thcught the Swami was

great, but we especially liked his phi-
losophy: the self doesn’t die; we are
eternal. It gave us such hope.

Visit us at harekrishnaworld.com—our new resource center for news,
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pages, and much more. Hare Krishna World print edition is accept-

ing advertising and subscriptions ($22 US, $34 clsewhere). Contact:
HEW, P. O. Box 238, Alachua, FL 32616-0238, USA. Phone: (904)
462-5054. Fax: (904) 462-5056. E-mail: editor@harekrishnaworld.com
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Most people feel that same hope
when they take to Krsna consciousness.
That hope is the optimism of spiritual
life. A devotee is jolly, Prabhupada
would say. He said that if we weren't
feeling the happiness of spiritual life,
we were in maya.

MUKUNDA’S
UNPARALLELED OPTIMISM

There is a wonderful expression of
optimism in one of Lord Caitanya’s
pastimes. Although playing the role of
a devotee and generally hiding His true
identity, Lord Caitanya once revealed
that He is Krsna Himself. He then
called each of His devotees forward
one by one, told each devotee some-
thing about himself that only the devo-
tee would know, revealed each devo-
tee’s eternal form, and offered each

| devotee a boon. As the day went on,

however, it became clear to everyone
that the Lord had not called Mukunda,
a great kirtana singer loved by all the
devotees.

Finally, the devotees approached
Lord Caitanya and asked, “My Lord,
are You going to call Mukunda?”

“Mukunda? Don’t even mention
his name. He’s a good-for-nothing. He’s
a chameleon. Whoever he’s with, he’s
like them. If he associates with Maya-

| vadis, he becomes a Mayévadi. If he

comes here, he behaves like a devotee.
Therefore, sometimes he offers Me a
rose and sometimes he hits Me with
a mallet.”

The devotees were shocked. They
knew Mukunda was a true Vaisnava.
They decided to intercede on his
behalf.

But the Lord replied,“No! I will not
see Mukunda for millions of lifetimes.”

Upon hearing these words, Mukun-
da began to clap his hands and dance.
“Iwill! I'will! I will see the Lord again!”
Mukunda is an example of a true spiri-
tual optimist; he was not defeated by
the Lord’s rejection but instead chose
to hang on one part of His sentence: “I
will.” The Lord had said, “I will not see
Mukunda for millions of lifetimes,” but
Mukunda heard only “I will.” At that,
Lord Caitanya laughed and at once
accepted him.

Optimism means we see the silver
lining in the circumstances of our lives



and understand that the silver lining is
Krsna’s mercy to bring us closer to
Him. Mukunda could have thought,
“Who knows if I will ever be accepted
again? After all, where will I be in
millions of lifetimes?”” Rather, he was
optimistic.

NO MATERIAL HAPPINESS

Yet the Bhagavatam hammers away

al our material optimism in verse after |

verse. We cannot be happy in this

world, and if we think we can, we are |
illusioned. Jada Bharata explains this |

point concisely to Maharaja Rahtgana
in the Fifth Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, in the chapter entitled
“The Forest of Enjoyment”:
“Sometimes conditioned souls ex-
change money, but in due course of
time, enmity arises because of cheat-
ing. Although there may be a tiny
profit, the conditioned souls cease to
be friends and become enemies.” In
the purport Srila Prabhupada writes,

“Unless one is firmly fixed in the regu-
lative principles, one may perform
mischievous acts, even if one is a
member of the Krsna consciousness
movement.”

Jada Bharata continues: “Some-
times, having no money, the condi-
tioned soul does not get sufficient
accommodations. Sometimes he does

| not even have a place to sit, nor does

he have other necessities. In other
words, he falls into scarcity, and at that
time, when he is unable to secure the
necessities by fair means, he decides to
seize the property of others unfairly.
When he cannot get the things he
wants, he receives insults from others
and becomes very morose.

“Although people may be enemies,
in order to fulfill their desires again
and again, they sometimes get married.
Unfortunately, these marriages do
not last very long, and the people in-
volved are separated by divorce or
other means.”

In the purport Srila Prabhupada |

writes, “Due to the cheating propen-
sity, people remain envious. Even in
Krsna consciousness, separation and
enmity take place due to the promi-
nence of material propensities. The
conclusion is that no one can be happy
in material life. One must take to Krsna
consciousness.”

This basic understanding of opti-
mism and pessimism must be there in
any devotee wishing to advance in
Krsna consciousness. We may, how-
ever, express individual attitudes ac-
cording to our psychophysical natures.
Some of us may appear more optimis-
tic or pessimistic than others. But the
basis for real optimism is in the life
of the spirit. There is no happiness in
material life. €2

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami, one of Srila
Prabhupada’s first disciples, is a former
editor of BTG and the author of many
books on Krsna consciousness, includ-
ing a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.
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HUMILITY

What is it? Do we want it? How do we get it?

by Urmila Devi Dasi

lists humility as the first item of

knowledge. And Srila Prabhupada
writes that without humility we cannot
gain knowledge. Until we know that we
don’t know, why should we want to
learn? Lord Jesus taught that the meek
will inherit the earth and those who
put themselves last are first in the eyes
of God.

Yet I fear humility. Are the humble
full of self-loathing? Are they willing
victims? Do opportunity and success
pass them by?

If humility invites exploitation, why
do scriptures praise it? Lord Caitanya
says, “A person with all good qualities
is bent down with humility, like a tree
full of fruit.”

So, I consider that maybe, just may-
be, I should think about developing
humility. The problem is, I'm not sure
whether or not I really want it, I don’t
understand how T'll feel and act when
I have it, and I haven’t a notion of how
to attain it. At least that’s how I felt
sometime ago when I decided simply
to concentrate on serving Lord Krsna
and let this humility business take care
of itself. Krsna would find a way to help
me to understand it and achieve it, I
was sure.

Do we need humility? Srila Prabhu-
pada writes many times that persons
who have seriously taken up the prac-
tices of Krsna consciousness don’t need
to work separately at developing good

INTHE Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna

qualities. For example, they’re auto-
matically vegetarians and need not join
a vegetarian society. Still, Krsna’s devo-
tees carefully select food to make sure
it’s free from meat, fish, and eggs and
suitable for the Lord’s pleasure. The
devotee does, therefore, make an effort
to be a vegetarian as part of his or her
service to the Lord.

Similarly, since we’re offering our-
selves to the Lord, we must examine
ourselves to spot arrogance. Part of our
spiritual advancement requires making
sure our mind is pure, a fit temple for
Lord Krsna.

Once I was eating in the dark,
watching a devotional video. The ex-
cellent banquet, however, contained
some putrid fig chutney. I gagged when
[ tasted it and rejected the rest of the
meal. Arrogance is putrid fig chutney.
Despite a person’s good qualities, when
we detect conceit we recoil and keep
our distance. Can I truly say to Krsna,
“Accept me, Lord, as your servant,”
when conceit covers and permeates
all T do, say, and think?

I'm motivated to define and de-
velop humility because Krsna demands
it, and because false pride is pain-
ful. Respect and adoration have a
high price. Others envy us, or they
praise us, but with ulterior motives.
We may be respected for our quali-
ties or accomplishments, but abhorred
for our pride in them. We delight in
the sweetness of respect, but suffer the

At right: Although in the role of Lord Krsna's father, Vasudeva bows
in humility before the sage Narada to inquire from him about spiritual life.
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Part of real humility is accepting
the whole truth: I have this possession, or quality,
or ability by the grace of God, Krsna.

bitterness of insult. One who has re-
ceived honor finds dishonor worse than
death, Krsna says.

So, I've come to the point of at
least tentatively deciding I want to be
humble. At least I understand that
humility is a prerequisite for the un-
limited, eternal happiness of love of
God that I do want. But what exactly
is humility?

HuMILITY IS HONESTY

I know that humility is not a lie, be-
cause another saintly quality Krsna
mentions is truthfulness. To say that
I’m poor when I'm rich, ugly when I’'m
beautiful, would not be humility, nor
would admitting I lack certain quali-
ties—that’s just a statement of fact.
Giving others credit and acknowledg-
ment and minimizing our own accom-
plishments and abilities, while within
we long for respect and recognition, is
not humility. This false humility (while
often a social necessity) is a lie, and one
the liar rarely believes. Those who hear
it believe it less.

Part of real humility is accepting the
whole truth: T have this possession, or
quality, or ability by the grace of God,
Krsna. He can give and He can take
away. Even if I say that He is simply
administering the law of karma—giv-
ing me what I've earned by my past
piety—still it is a gift. That I cannot
hold on to my assets one moment
longer than He desires proves I'm not
the ultimate possessor.

If my assets are Krsna’s, then my

pride should be for Him. I should be |

proud of His cleverness or wealth or
talent, a part of which He is allowing
me to exhibit on His behalf. (Of course,
[ have to actually be using it in His be-
half to feel this way. I can’t simply say
it’s His and then try to use it only for
myself.) At every moment I should feel
dependent on Krsna to give me every-

thing I have, as well as my ability to
think, feel, and act.

Krsna supplies my knowledge, my
memory, my attractiveness, my wealth,
my ability to remember Him in times
of trouble. My determination to keep
my promises to Him comes by His
grace. If He likes, He can easily test me
beyond my limits, or remove my
strength, whether physical, mental,
emotional, or even moral and spiritual.

Krsna’s devotee Arjuna discovered

| that everything he was proud of was

actually the Lord’s. Arjuna, a prince
and an unparalleled warrior, was the
best archer in the world. He had single-
handedly defeated entire armies. His
bow was a gift from the greatest of the
devas, Lord Si\ra, and his quiver never
emptied. By the grace of Indra, ruler
of heaven, Arjuna had traveled to other
planets. By the grace of Lord Krsna he
had journeyed beyond the material
world. He was handsome, powerful, in-
telligent, and learned, and had wealth
exceeding that of the richest man of
modern times. His wife was like a god-
dess, his son a great hero.

Then Krsna left the earth to return
to His own kingdom, and Arjuna
couldn’t even string his famous bow.
He used it like a club to pound his en-
emy. His quiver emptied, and the un-
defeated hero found himself the loser
at the hands of untrained fighters.
Arjuna concluded that the Lord had
withdrawn abilities that had seemed an
integral part of himself.

All T have is Krsna’s gift. [ discov-
er that this truth isn’t a step to devo-
tion, but an integral part of it. And it is
sweet beyond either the false asser-
tions of incompetence or false pride in
borrowed ornaments.

HUMILITY IS GRATEFUL

Humility is more than an ongoing
understanding that everything is the
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Lord’s. Saintly, pure devotees often
speak of their unworthiness and even
wretchedness. But my experience with
“honest introspection” is as painful as
my experience with pride, or more so.
I see, meet, and shake hands with my
faults, relive my mistakes, and have at
least a glimpse of my irritations and
worse from others’ point of view. I feel
some of the pain I have caused others.
And I know my evil motives of lust,
anger, greed, envy, and vengeance.

To stay in moods of self-assessment
is difficult. When in them, we may ap-
proach friends, family, and the Lord to
ask forgiveness. “Have mercy on me, a
sinner!” When we’re wracked with re-
vulsion at ourselves, such humility can
seem like torture in hell.

Yet those who are pure in loving
devotion to Lord Krsna are always joy-
ful, living with a thrill at every moment.
Just as real humility must be truthful,
it must also be joyful. Clearly, tortur-

| ous self-abnegation is also a pretense

or shadow of humility.

The pain we feel when seeing our
sinful nature comes from pride and
self-love. We think we are great, but our
faults shame us. Thomas Merton writes,
“For the saints, when they remember
their sins, do not remember the sins but
the glory of God, and therefore even
past evil is turned by them into a pres-
ent cause of joy and serves to glorify
God.” In real humility, our sense of un-
worthiness is eclipsed by the wonder
and happiness of understanding that
Krsna has blessed us despite our faults.

Although I knew something was

| brewing for my birthday last year, I

expected only a cake at the home of
my son and daughter-in-law. To my sur-
prise, many devotees from the commu-
nity where I live gathered to offer me
gifts and share a feast. Their love was
like many waves of pleasure, at least
in part because I felt gratitude that it

| was far beyond what I deserved. How



little we feel such happiness when we
think we deserve it! Rather, proud of
our own qualifications, we may depre-
cate what we receive. But if we con-

sider that we have no merit, then even |

the smallest thing done for us will bring
great satisfaction.

In Sri Caitan ya-caritamrita, we read
of Madhai, who was born in an elevated
brahmana family but became a crimi-
nal. He and his brother not only com-
mitted every imaginable crime, but
they scorned religious people.

One day Nityananda, the Lord

Himself, came to ask the brothers to |

reform and to chant the name of Krsna.
In a drunken rage, Madhai tried to kill
Nityananda. Yet the Lord showed him
mercy and forgiveness. Astonished,
Madhai repented. When he fully ac-
cepted Lord Nityananda’s mercy and
love, his pain of remembering his sins
turned to ecstasy, the symptoms of his
happiness obvious to everyone. That
the Lord had mercy on such a person
as himself gave him happiness in Krsna,
rather than shame born of wishing he
Were a great person.

Just as humble persons are always
aware that all their assets are God’s
gifts, they also know that those gifts are
given by God out of pure love, and not
because they deserve them.

HuMiLITy Is JOYFUL

Prabhupada defined humility as not
wanting respect from others. The
humble person is ready to offer all re-
spect to others and doesn’t want any
in return.

Full renunciation of the desire for
respect, however, comes when we re-
linquish all sense of proprietorship
over our “rights.” The Christian writer
C. S. Lewis states, “Men are not an-
gered by mere misfortune but by mis-
fortune conceived as injury. And the
sense of injury depends on the feeling
that a legitimate claim has been denied.
The more claims on life, therefore, the
more often one will feel injured and,
as a result, ill-tempered.”

Do we own the right to have others
speak to us with deference? Do we own
our time, so that we can claim that oth-
ers impose onit? If we are dealt insults,
if we're cheated, if our plans are ruined,
our desires trampled, what will it mat-

ter if our time, body, possessions, and
life itself belong to Krsna? Ultimately
He is in control of what happens to us.
It is a matter of surrender to His will.

And if we place our trust and shelter |
in Him, then the things that normally |

rile the ego will not touch us.
I had planned one day to write this
very article. In fact, I had been plan-

ning for two weeks to have a Sunday |

free for writing—not an easy task with
my schedule. Yet that morning I got an
emergency call and so spent the day
babysitting, cooking, cleaning, and
washing clothes full of baby vomit.
During the moments when I remem-
bered, “My time and life are Yours,
Lord. I’'m just a lowly servant who is to
follow Your will,” then I found great
joy in setting aside my plans—even my
plans for devotional service—as He
directed.

A humble person, reposing all feel-
ings of kinship in Krsna, takes little
notice of how others should treat him
or what he deserves. He is content and
even joyful in all circumstances. The
only right the humble insist upon is to
be counted as Krsna’s servant, however
insignificant.

After all, a humble servant feels
honored to take trouble for the mas-
ter. Do we respect someone willing
only to serve the beloved in good times,
or someone who vows faithfulness “for
better or for worse”? If to serve the
Lord He wills that I be treated unfairly
or forced to undergo hardships, that
should be my happiness.

Young men and women willingly

| risk life and health to serve their coun-

try in the military. Wounds, capture, life-
long disfigurement or handicaps, make
them feel proud to have taken the
trouble to repay their country. Such
“pride”is the happiness of the humble.

One who shuns all respect, there-
fore, is not without the happiness that
comes from material honor. Rather,
he or she gets many times that satis-
faction from the pride of being the
Lord’s servant, in however menial or
difficult a situation. The satisfaction is
so great that in comparison the posi-
tive or negative dealings of the world
are of no consequence. Those caught
up in the ownership of many “rights”
in this world cannot understand the
inner happiness of a pure devotee of
Krsna.

ACHIEVING HUMILITY

After some research and contem-
plation, I feel I have a better idea what
humility is. It is honest: Everything be-
longs to Krsna, so He gets the credit
for what I have and what I do. It is
grateful: Whatever He gives me is as
great as I am unworthy. It is joyful:
Being Krsna’s servant is so wonderful
that I’'m happy to do whatever will
please Him, even if a materialist sees
me as unfortunate or exploited.

How do we get this grateful joy of
true humility? We begin by submitting
ourselves to a spiritual master. To claim
that we are God’s servant is easy; the
test is whether or not we can serve a
servant of God.The bona fide spiritual
master instructs us in accordance with

(please turn to page 50)

Vou're Jnvited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special festival

(See “Centers,” page 57.)
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every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. You're invited to
join in the festival of music, dance, and spiritual discourse and then
share hearty plates of savories, sweets, and vegetable extravaganzas.
Come by and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition.

Call your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.
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ONE IDEAL PERSON
(continued from page 15)

have the freedom to work on your own
program, but we have to try to please
all the people.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. “Our own
program.” Our program is not vox
populi—doing what pleases the most
people, as you are doing. We simply
follow the Lord’s program for becom-
ing first-class, as He gives it in the scrip-
tures. So tell us what is our fault. Find
what is our fault. Then you can dis-
agree. But when you see everything
here is nice, how will you not accept
it? Unless you are biased.

Director: Of course, I'm biased—I've
been brought up differently. Just as
you're biased against my life.

Srila Prabhupada: No, we are not bi-
ased. We are not biased. We are broad-

minded. Simply we say that if you want |

to be a first-class man, then you must
not commit sinful, disturbing activities.
That is our propaganda.

Director: But I, as a public servant—
I’'m not here to change society.

Srila Prabhupada: But we are also part
of the public. We belong to the public.
You must become our servant, also.
Director: What?

Srila Prabhupada: We are members of
the public. So you should become our
servant, also, if you are a public servant.
[Laughter.]

| Director: A public servantis. .. in our
philosophy . . . is a man who serves be-
cause he is elected by the people, and
in this way he serves the public. And
whatever the public decides, he should
behave accordingly.
Srila Prabhupada: Therefore, to begin
with, we are reforming the public, so
that they behave according to the
Lord’s directions in the scriptures.
Director: That’s what I mean. When
you attempt to reform the public, you
cannot expect them to start behaving
differently.
Srila Prabhupada: Oh? So if you keep
the public in a sinful, disturbed frame
of mind, the public selects a president
—Nixon—and then they become still
more disturbed and drag him down.
This is going on.
Director: Yes. But that is how society
works. If someone is going to be able
to change you, you must want to
change. You, the member of the pub-
lic, must decide to change. So, there-
fore, as a government minister, I just
do what I'm asked to do. Otherwise, |
would lose my job.
Srila Prabhupada: No. If you actually
want to do some social-welfare work,
| you must accept the Lord’s standard
formula. If you manufacture your own
way, that will never be successful.
Director: [ might agree with you that
| for society’s welfare, all of us should

You're Invited to Join

ISKCON's 15th Annual Vraja Mandala Parikrama

—THE ULTIMATE PILGRIMAGE—
November 1-30, 2001

Spend one spiritually invigorating month touring the land of Krsna
with experienced, Krsna conscious guides.

Registration: Begins October 25 at Krsna-Balarama Mandir
in Vrndavana. Cost: Approximately $100

“VMP is a wonderful opportunity to enter into Krsna pastimes . . .
I discovered the Krsna book coming alive.”—B. V.V. Narasiniha Swami
“VMP is pure association—the biggest collection of pure souls
I have had contact with.”—Bhakta Curtis
“Being here in Vrndavana [on VMP] has helped me see Krsna
everywhere. You are actually seeing the places where Krsna performed
his pastimes—rather than trying to imagine them.”—Lila Sakti Dast

For more information, email Lokanath Swami: lokanath.swami@pamho.net
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be Krsna conscious.

Srila Prabhupada: Not all at once, of
course. Gradually. We don’t expect that
at once, all people. . .

Director: But anyway, if that became
our goal, then we would be . .. then
social welfare would mean something
different.

Srila Prabhupada: Now, let us look at
what we are proposing here. Actually,
I am not proposing—Krsna says. First,
Krsna says one must be peaceful. So
how to become peaceful? And if a
person’s mind is always disturbed, how
can he become peaceful?

Director: You're quite right.

Srila Prabhupada: So that is the secret
of success. You want to make the peo-
ple peaceful, but you do not know how
to make them peaceful. So, therefore,
you have to adopt this process that the
Lord gives.

Director: Yes, people are without peace
because society is far too competitive.
Srila Prabhupada: Anyway, we say,
“You chant Hare Krsna, eat sumptu-
ous food offered to Krsna, live com-
fortably, and become peaceful.” It is
guaranteed. If anyone, even a mad-
man, agrees to these three principles
—chanting the Hare Krsna mantra,
taking nice spiritual food, and living
comfortably—he will be peaceful.
Director: Your Divine Grace, what's
your answer as to why such a small
percentage of the population accept
this philosophy that you're presenting?

| Srila Prabhupada: Yes, those who ac-

cept Krsna’s plan may be just a tiny
percentage. But for instance, there are
so many millions of stars in the sky
and there is just one moon. In terms
of percentage, the moon is nothing,
If we consider just percentage, the
moon is nothing. But the moon is more
important than all these nonsense
stars. [ Laughter.] Again, if you simply
consider percentage, the moon has no
percentage of the vote. But because
he is the moon, he is more important
than all these rascal stars. This is a
nice example. What is the use of con-
sidering the stars’ percentage in the
presence of the moon? Let there be
one moon—that is sufficient. There is
no question of percentage. And let
there be one ideal person. For in-
stance, one ideal person like Lord Jesus
Christ. €



This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Vamana
(June 7-July 5)

JULY

l—éayané Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

5—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Sanatana Gosvami, one
of the six Gosvamis of Vrnda-
vana. First month of Caturmasya
begins (fasting from green leafy
vegetables).

Month of Sridhara
(July 6-August 4)

11—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

14—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Lokanatha Gosvami, a
great devotee of Lord Caitanya.

15—Anniversary of the incorpo-
ration of ISKCON, in New York
City, 1966.

17—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

CALENDAR

30—Jhulana Yatra (swing festi-
val) of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda
begins.

31—Vyanjuli Maha-dvadasi, fasting
from grains and beans for Pavi-
tropana Ekadasi. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Riipa Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of Vrnda-
vana, Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Gauridasa Pandita, an
associate of Lord Caitanya.

AUGUST

4—Jhulana Yatra ends. Appearance
anniversary of Lord Balarama.
Fasting till noon, followed by feast-
ing. Second month of Caturmasya
begins (fasting from yogurt).

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 5-September 2)

5—Anniversary of the departure of
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada to the
United States in 1965.

12—Sri Krsna Janmastami, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Krsna.
Fasting till midnight, followed by

a break-fast of Ekadasi prasadam
(no grains or beans). Feasting
tomorrow. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for a schedule of
events.

13—Appearance anniversary of His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, Founder-
Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness. Fasting
till noon, followed by feasting.

14—Annada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

23—Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of
Srila Advaita Acarya.

26—Sri Radhastami, appearance
anniversary of Srimati Radharani,
Lord Krsna’s eternal consort.
Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

29—Parsva Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

30—Sri Vamana-dvadasi, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Vamana-
deva, Lord Krsna’s incarnation as
a dwarf brahmana. Fasting till
noon. Appearance anniversary of
Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

31—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, father
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura (éri}a Prabhupada’s
spiritual master), and a pioneer in
spreading Krsna consciousness in
English.

SEPTEMBER

1—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Haridasa Thakura, fore-
most teacher of chanting Hare
Krsna.

2—Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s accepting sannyasa, the
renounced order of life. Third
month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 3-17, October 17—
November 1 [September 18—
October 16 is Purusottama-adhika
month.])

10—Anniversary of Srila
Prabhupada’s arrival in the
United States.

14—Trisprsa Maha-dvadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans
for Indira Ekadasi.

Calculate your own calendar for your area! Visit www.krsna.com to download software.
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The festive atmosphere surrounding a rock group’s tour
proves ideal for presenting Krsna consciousness.

by AiSvarya Dasa




VENTHOUGH SPOKEN many
centuries ago, the timeless wis-
dom of the Vedas remains current
in this new millennium. I realize this
while traveling with a handful of other
Hare Krsna devotees to rock concerts
in North America. We’re following a
concert tour by a band named Phish.
Like the famous but now disbanded
Grateful Dead, Phish attracts a follow-
ing of people who try their best to live
a peaceful, holistic life. Hare Krsna
devotees have been introducing Vedic
culture and philosophy at these con-
certs for years and have subsequently
become a familiar and welcome sight.
Today we’re in Hartford, Connecti-
cut. In the morning before the concert
begins, we erect three booths in the
amphitheater’s parking lot, as we do at
all the other shows. At the booths, we’ll
display Krsna conscious books and
tapes, distribute prasadam, and chant
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra accom-
panied by traditional Indian instru-
ments.
Vendors set up a line of shops be-
side us and sell all kinds of parapher-

nalia to concertgoers to support them- | responsibility to express our individu-

selves while touring. Many of the ven-
dors, who see us often, like to hear us
chant, and several come by this morn-
ing to ask me when we’re going to
begin.

Once the chanting starts, some
people sing along or smile at us, while
others ask what it all means. Srila
Prabhupada coined the term “simple
living, high thinking,” and tasteful, me-
lodious chanting of Krsna’s holy names
helps to inspire positive thoughts in all
who hear it.

RELEVANT INQUIRIES

Every generation asks itself some
perennial questions about life, and
young people today are no exception.
Steve walks up to Purusa-Stkta Dasa
at our book booth and buys two books
before deeply pondering and formulat-
ing the question he has wanted to ask
for some time.

“I understand that there is unity and
a sense of oneness between all of us,”
Steve finally says, “but I feel we have a
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ality, since it also has a great signifi-

- cance. I know that as spiritualists we're
| all united, but how am I supposed to

express my individuality without fall-
ing short of this sense of unity?”

Purusa-Sukta explains to our philo-
sophical friend the concept of acintya-
bhedabheda-tattva (“inconceivable
oneness and difference,” as enunciated
by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu) and
relates an example Srila Prabhupada
gives: The sun is the same as, but dif-
ferent from, the sun’s rays.

Steve likes the analogy.

“That’s a great explanation,” he
says. “I feel good about your answer.”

Steve says that after seeing us at
another concert he felt we were the
right people to inquire from about
spirituality.

As Justin takes a book from the dis-
play at the book table, he tells Purusa-
Stkta he’s gotten a couple of Srila
Prabhupada’s translations before.
While leaving with a Bhagavad-gita
and two tapes, Justin echoes Srila
Prabhupada’s words by mentioning



that Krsna consciousness has dialecti-
cally helped him form a deeper con-
nection with God from within his own
Catholic faith.

A young man sits and listens in-
tently to the devotees chanting. Just as
he leaves, he meets Vijaya Dasa and
heartily receives a Bhagavad-gita. The
young man will later give the book to
a friend, who will pass it on to the
young, mysterious looking woman I
find perusing our bookstall for more
information on spirituality. She tells me
the Gita seems to have come to her
mystically—she was looking for a book
just like it.

Chris is a courteous, spiritually
minded graduate student from Rutgers
University near New York City. He
comes by the book table after seeing
the devotees chanting in another area.
He asks Purusa-Sukta to explain what
“Hare Krsna” means. They discuss the

holy names of the Lord for a while, |

until Chris has to leave for the concert.
But he has become so captivated by the
concept of chanting that he soon de-
cidedly backtracks to the book table
to find out more. He gets there just as
the chanting party arrives, and he spon-
taneously joins the blissful devotees,
thoroughly enjoying chanting the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra and dancing.
Ekacakra Dasa, who has brought
the chanting party from New York, tells
me of a friendship between the devo-
tees and a woman who comes along to
chant at every concert. One time she
brought a refreshing gift of fruits and
good quality organic juices. Ekacakra
showed her the art of spiritualizing
food by first offering it to the Lord.
She’s so fascinated by all the new cul-
tural and spiritual activities she’s learn-

ing that she has asked the devotees to

have a gathering in her house.

One young man makes his way
through many rows of cars to where the
devotees are chanting.

“It’s great to see you out here
again,” he tells Ekacakra. “You're al-
ways tearing it up. I love it when you
do this.”

Many others encourage the devo-
tees, including Star, who has been to
every Grateful Dead and Phish con-
cert ever. He tells us how much he
always likes to see the devotees’ happy,
smiling faces.

While walking about, I meet Chris-
sie and Adam, who have driven up in
their pickup truck.

I show them Srila Prabhupada’s
books, but before taking one they
give me a stern warning: “If you’re
not really a monk, then you’re go-
ing to suffer for what you're doing
here.”

I convince them of my sincere at- |

tempt at monk status, after which
Adam looks deep into my eyes and
conveys to me his latest realization.

“As a landscaper, I have to work in
all weathers,” Adam explains. “Some-
times I work in the rain, and I hate it,
because I get wet, muddy, and miser-
able. But if I'm sitting peacefully in my
garden and it begins to rain, then I love
it. It’s the best thing. Rain makes the
plants and trees grow. It gives life. So
the same rain can either give me plea-
sure or make me miserable.”

Adam pauses to see what I have to
say.

Iagree with him, and I mention that
to understand all he has said is to un-
derstand something of what conscious-
ness is. [ tell him we’re all striving to
see things from the perspective of
higher consciousness.

‘We talk a little more, and before we
part, Adam thanks me for being “out
and about doing the Lord’s work.”

MAKING FRIENDS

When the concert is over, everyone
quickly exits the amphitheater in a
scramble to get home. Numerous
people stop by the rows of vendors to
get something to eat. Savyasaci Dasa,

| who directs ISKCON’s longest running

prasadam-distribution program, at the
University of Florida in Gainesville, is
ready with pots and trays filled with
prasadam. Many people pick up a plate
or two and stop by the chanting party
to watch and listen as they eat.

I've met many University of Florida
alumni who are extremely thankful to
the devotees for feeding them on cam-
pus throughout their penniless univer-
sity years. Similarly, many fans of prasa-
dam at Phish shows value the devotees’
coming on tour again and again.

This is just a glimpse of the good
times we have sharing Krsna con-
sciousness at Phish shows. I'm thank-
ful to be here again, out and about
doing some semblance of the Lord’s
work, and seeing people respond with
appreciation and friendship. @

Aisvarya Dasa joined the Hare Krsna
movement in 1989 in Christchurch, New
Zealand. He is a disciple of His Holi-
ness Hridayananda Dasa Goswami and
is based in San Diego, California.
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Ashes in the

ARAM BRAHMA'S last words, | IF

P spoken to his wife, were, “We’ll |
wake up ecarly tomorrow to per-

form penance and austerities.”

In his usual lighthearted way, PB,
as everyone called him, was referring
to the next day’s temple services. His
wife found him the next morning dead
of a massive heart attack in his sleep.
He was forty-nine.

No one knows Gopa Gopesvara’s |
last words, but they may well have
been, “Hello, Sir, here’s a book for
you.”

Two years earlier, while working as
an engineer, he decided he missed dis-
tributing Srila Prabhupada’s books as |
he had done as a young devotee in the
1970s. As a simple-living single man,
the transition from professional to de-
votional life was easy—and left him | §
thoroughly enlivened. Strapping and |
healthy, he resumed book distribution
with gusto, yet retained his humble,
gracious charm. He died at forty-eight
of a sudden cerebral hemorrhage while
distributing books, just a few months
after PB.

Devotees of Krsna regularly read
the Bhagavad-gita’s lessons about the
soul: It is eternal, part of God yet dis-
tinct. The soul reincarnates life after life | |
until resuming a loving relationship
with Krsna. The self-realized person
approaches death knowing that the
body alone dies. Such a wise person
doesn’t put stock in transient material
pleasures, since death will eventually '
steal them. “A philosopher,” Srila
Prabhupada told us, “keeps death in his
front.”

Srila Prabhupada taught by exam- |
ple how a devotee faces death. He en-
dured physical meltdown without
complaint and without compromise in
his service to Krsna. After studying |
Srila Prabhupada’s final months—and |
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anga

“I'm sure my
[riends would
have preferred to
die in a sacred
place in India
and be cremated
at the Ganga.”

subsequently watching other devotees
display incredible strength and realiza-
tion as they died of excruciating dis-
eases—I thought I knew death. Yet
coming as they did less than a year
apart, the abrupt deaths of these two
close friends shocked me. We had no
chance to say good-bye or to spend an
afternoon to-gether relaxing or read-
ing. I could not encourage them or gain
strength from their courage. Then,
shortly after each memorial service, the
rush of life caught me up so quickly
that I felt I couldn’t digest the loss.
What could I do?

With a trip to India coming up, and
in keeping with Vaisnava tradition, I
offered to take my friends’ ashes to the
sacred Ganga (Ganges). PB’s widow,
Mankumari Devi Dasi, quickly agreed.
After some deliberation, Gopa Gopes-
vara’s parents and brother accepted as
well. They thanked me, and I thanked
them for entrusting the task to me.

A devotee gets a second chance
to say good-bye to two dear friends.

by Kalakantha Dasa

In Vaisnava society, loved ones cus-
tomarily cremate the deceased in a
public ceremony on the banks of a sa-
cred river. The elder son lights the pyre
and helps the corpse burn efficiently.
Watching the flames consume the body
sobers the audience. The Sanskrit
phrase smasana vairagya (“renuncia-
tion at the burning ghat™) refers to the
philosophical frame of mind that grips
the cremation witnesses.

Besides releasing the soul from at-
tachment to its former body, public cre-
mation offers the additional benefit of
helping the loved ones close out their
relationship with the departed. Crema-
tions are one of the samiskaras, or rites
of passage, for a religious person.

Unfortunately, in America, where
my two friends died, public crema-
tions are illegal. Instead, cremations
take place in closed ovens in funeral
homes. I'm sure my friends would have
preferred to die in a sacred place in
India and be cremated at the Ganga.
As things stood, I felt confident they
would appreciate my efforts as the best
alternative.

THE RITUAL

Before leaving, a friend tells me that
carrying a person’s ashes to the Ganga
insures the carrier’s protection while
traveling. If nothing else, it’s a comfort-
ing thought. At the airport the counter
agent tells me my bags are overweight.
I explain my mission and mention that
my cargois in a heavy metal urn, which
I could carry on the plane if he pre-
ferred. He declines and waves me on.
The blessing seems to be working. I
imagine PB chuckling.

In Mayapur, the Hare Krsna world
spiritual headquarters, I'm fortunate to
gain the aid of two respected priests for
the ceremony. Jananivasa Dasa, the
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senior priest in Mayapur, joins Radha-
natha Swami, an ISKCON leader and
close friend of PB’s. Together we gather
several devotees and proceed to the
Ganga.

Somehow I expected we would take
a boat to the center of the river and
perform the ritual there, but Janani-
vasa directs us instead to the bank of
a long island. We cross a small inlet
in a low wooden boat and walk to a
secluded spot on the island’s far side.
Jananivasa and Radhanatha Swami
put on gamchas (waistcloths) and
wade into the river while the rest of us
perform kirtana on the bank.

In preparation, one of the devotees
has gathered the necessary ingredients:
honey and several products of the cow.
Jananivasa calls for these items and
mixes them with the ashes and sacred
Ganga soil. He creates for each set of
ashes a bowl out of the riverbank mud
and places the mixture inside. Then
he leads Radhanatha Swami in recit-
ing mantras and prayers. The rest of us
sing songs for departed Vaisnavas and
watch intently.

After a few minutes the rite is com-
plete. The priests throw the ashes as
far into the river as they can. The bags
drift down the river, as does the heavy
metal urn, displacing enough water to
reveal several inches of its shiny rim

and its dark open mouth. It floats out
of sight.

We all chant Hare Krsna and offer
our final respects. Then we again board
the shallow boat and return to the
shore. Jananivasa mentions that Srila
Prabhupada was more explicit about
the importance of devotees’ distribut-
ing a feast on the occasion of a Vais-
nava’s departure than about the rites
connected with the ashes. Nonetheless,
we all feel satisfied and fulfilled by the
experience.

REFLECTIONS

Back on the ISKCON Mayapur
campus, we meet Jayadvaita Swami,
former editor of BTG, who once
brought on PB as the magazine’s cir-
culation director. We stand in the warm

| winter sun and discuss the two de-
parted Godbrothers.

Radhanatha Swami describes PB as

the “General” of the New Vrindavan

brahmacari ashram, where in the early
seventies Radhanatha Swami got his
basic Krsna conscious training. Even in
the midst of the muddy farm environ-
ment, he said, PB always seemed to
keep an immaculate dhoti. He was the
first one out for service each day and
always kept the others inspired.

I recall PB quoting Srila Prabhu-

pada as saying, “Chant Hare Krsna
and be happy.”

“That was an order, not a blessing,”
PB would say.

And he made that his mission: to be
happy always. And that’s how we re-
member PB—always smiling, upbeat
and encouraging to others.

Although Gopa Gopesvara is less
known to this group, everyone appre-
ciates the remarkable determination
reflected in his life and service. We re-
member Srila Prabhupada, quite il to-
ward the end of his life, asking to be
allowed to “die on the battlefield.” We
all agree that Gopa Gopesvara was
blessed and reflected his spiritual
master’s mood by passing from this
world while distributing books.

I return to my room satisfied that I
have done my duty. For me there was
no epiphany at the Ganga, only a sense
of doing what I knew my friends would
want. When I give up this body—an
eventuality that suddenly seems more

| real—may Krsna inspire someone to

kindly do the same for me.&®

Kalakantha Dasa, author of The
Song Divine (a lyrical rendition of the
Bhagavad-gita), lives in Gainesville,

| Florida, with his wife and children. He

is the resource development director for
the Mayapur Project.

REAL HUMILITY

(continued from page 41)

the scriptures and other saintly persons.
He also lives in obedience to his own
spiritual master. And his orders are
founded in love of Krsna as well as love
for his disciples.

When serving our spiritual master,
we should be ready to do any humble
work without compensation or recog-
nition, while seeking the mercy of Lord
Krsna.

Our only prayer should be, “What
is Your will, O Lord Krsna? Give me
the strength to serve Your will. Let me
love You and have You in my thoughts
always.”

Regrettably, we might still pray for
other things and try to bargain with
Krsna, as if we were His equals or He
our servant, but at least we can know
the goal and practice to achieve it.

The Lord lets us know His will from

within our hearts and through our spiri-
tual master, the instructions of the
scriptures, and the examples of many
saintly people. According to our desire
to do so, He gives us the determina-
tion to work in line with His will.

Our prayer for that determination
is as simple as calling on Krsna’s names
in a mood of helpless surrender, like a
small child calling for its mother. The
maha-mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare—is simply the names of God and
His energy. Yet Prabhupada explains
that the mantra is a prayer asking the
Lord and His energy to be engaged in
His service.

This use of our will to subjugate it
totally to Krsna’s is the development
of our natural, spiritual humility. In
material affairs, such subjugation
would be foolish. One who humbles
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himself to a material master is quickly
exploited. But Krsna wants not robots,
or slaves, but sons, friends, and lovers.
He wants a deep and meaningful ex-
change of love with devotees who give
of themselves happily and willingly.
And Krsna also gives Himself to His
devotee. He takes the form and rela-
tionship the devotee desires. Surrender
to Krsna means giving nothing—What
have we to give?—and gaining every-
thing. We will surrender only pain and
the false pride that causes it. Surren-
der to Krsna is a humble surrender
to peace, satisfaction, and unlimited
pleasure. R

\ Urmila Devi Dasi and her family run

a school in North Carolina. She is a
frequent contributor to BTG and the
major author and compiler of Vai-
kuntha Children, a guide to Krsna
conscious education for children.



Yamarija Disa

Gainesville, Florida

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama”)



THE NINE PROCESSES OF BHAKTI-YO0GA

5: Arcanam

Deity Worship

God is a person, and out of His infinite kindness
He allows us—even in our present condition—
to render Him personal service.

by Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the devotee Prahlada Maharaja, a great spiritual
authority, says, “Hearing and chanting about the transcendental holy name, form,
qualities, paraphernalia, and pastimes of Lord Visnu [Krsnaf, remembering them,
serving the lotus feet of the Lord, offering the Lord respectful worship. . .,
offering prayers to the Lord, becoming His servant, considering the Lord one’s
best friend, and surrendering everything unto Him (in other words, serving Him
with the body, mind, and words)—these nine processes are accepted as pure
devotional service. One who has dedicated his life to the service of Krsna through
these nine methods should be understood to be the most learned person, for he
has acquired complete knowledge.” Here we continue our series on the nine

processes of bhakti-yoga, or devotional service to the Lord.

EW experiences are more beau-
Ftiful and sacred than the early

morning ceremony, marngala-
arati. Worshipers gather in the stillness
that precedes dawn to sing devotional
songs in praise of the Supreme Lord.
The focus of the ceremony is the de-
ity form of the Lord, a physical mani-
festation of God Himself. During
mangala-arati, the soft glow of the dei-
ties dispels the night’s darkness, as a
pitjart |priest] offers before them a
succession of auspicious objects, such
as incense and flowers. Voices blend
in ancient melody, accompanied by
small cymbals and the heartbeat of a
drum.

Arcanam, worship of the Lord in
His deity form, may be an alien con-
cept to persons raised in the West.
Although strands of deity worship
can be found in Catholicism and O1-
thodox churches, most Westerners sus-
pect that reverential treatment should

| never be offered to “objects,” that God

is spirit and cannot be contained with-
in marble or brass. Often when visi-
tors to a temple first see the deities,
they struggle for words, calling them
“dolls” or “statues,” reluctant to ac-
knowledge any divinity in physical
form. The practice of deity worship,
familiar to even the smallest of house-
holds throughout India, contributes
to the Western perception of Krsna
consciousness as a cult.

So why do we worship God in this
way? Vedic scriptures prescribe wor-
ship of the deity as a means to devel-
op a relationship with the God as a
person. While it is true that God is
spirit, it is also true that, as spirit, God
permeates all matter,including marble
and brass. God cannot be separated
from His creation, and so to worship
His form, even if constructed of physi-
cal materials, is certainly to worship
Him. Scriptures mention a variety of
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Yamaraja Dasa

The firati Ceremony

ARATI 1S AN offering of respect, wel-
come, or worship to an exalted
person, such as a king or a brahmana.
Since the greatest exalted person is
the Supreme Lord, it is most appro-
priate to offer arati to Him.

Arati is one aspect of arcanam. In
temples it is the only function of
arcanam the public can view. All
other worship is conducted behind
closed doors. The Lord kindly comes
out in public to see everyone while
receiving the worship of arati.

In The Nectar of Devotion (Chap-
ter 9), Srila Prabhupada emphasizes
the benefit of seeing the arati per-
tormed. “In the Skanda Purana there
is the following description of the
result of seeing arati (worship) of the
Deity: ‘If someone sees the face of
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the Lord while arati is going on, he can
be relieved of all sinful reactions
coming from many, many thousands
and millions of years past. He is even
excused from the killing of a brahmana

333

or similar prohibited activities.
During drati, auspicious items are
waved before the deity to offer
protection by dispelling inauspicious
influences. Although the Lord doesn’t
need protection, the devotee, in the
mood of His servant, acts to please and
protect Him. Srila Prabhupada writes,
“Precautions should always be taken
so that demons and atheists cannot
harm the body of the Lord.” (Caitanya-
caritamyita, Madhya 24.334, Purport)

Guidelines

Avratis can be short or long, accord-
ing to the temple’s standards, the time
of day, or the resources available. And
time, place, and circumstance also

dictate how many aratis are offered
each day. Whatever standard is

set should be maintained. Temples
with full deity worship usually have
at least five aratis, while someone’s
home worship might be one short
arati a day, or one full arati a

week.

In a full arati, incense, a flame
(ghee lamp), a conch shell with water,
a cloth, flowers, a camara (yak-tail
fan), and a peacock fan are waved
before the deity. While doing so, the
devotee chants mantras appropriate
for each article and rings a bell with
the left hand. In a short grati, one or
more of the articles used in the full
arati may be offered.

In the temple, generally only
devotees who have received second
initiation (Gayatri) from a bona fide
spiritual master can go into the
deity’s private quarters to offer arati



or perform other arcanam services.
Anyone may worship the deity at
home.

Explanation of Articles

The Hari-bhakti-vilasa, a guide-
book for devotees written by Sana-
tana Gosvami, one of Lord Cai-
tanya’s main disciples, says that the
articles of arati represent the material
elements in their pure form and
correspond to the sense objects. In
other words, the arati articles are
satisfying to the senses and represent
our offering all the elements in the
Lord’s creation back to the Lord for
His satisfaction.

The conch shell blown at the
beginning and end of each arati
drives away inauspicious elements.
The sound of the bell is dear to the
Lord and embodies all music.

Flowers and incense provide beauti-
ful aromas for the Lord’s pleasure.
The ghee lamp represents lighting
someone’s way. Offering water in the
conch shell represents offering
arghya, a mixture of auspicious items
offered above or touched to the head
of an honored guest as part of
reception. It is a way to welcome the
Lord and make Him feel at home.
The handkerchief represents offering
new cloth.

The yak-tail camara and the pea-
cock fan are both aspects of kingly
service. The camara keeps flies away,
while the peacock fan provides a
cooling breeze.

The Music

Aratis must be accompanied by
the singing of the Hare Krsna
mantra. Srila Prabhupada taught that
chanting was the most important part
of deity worship. Worshipers attend-
ing the arati may sing, or the devotee
offering the arati may sing or play a
tape.

Arati sets and chanting tapes are
available from the Hare Krsna
Bazaar (p. 66). For detailed directions
on how to conduct arcanam or
perform arati, visit www.krsna.com,

—Pranada Devi Dasi

materials that may be used to create
the deity, including earth,sand, and the
mind.

The Western observer may also be
confounded by the variety of deities in
the temple. Often an altar will have
many deities, all beautifully dressed
and garlanded with flowers. Which one
is God? To many people, the plurality
of deities implies a primitive religion
with no one Supreme Being. How is
deity worship different from allegiance
to the gods and goddesses of Greek
mythology? Within India itself, differ-
ent personalities, such as Lord Visnu
and Lord Siva, are elaborately wor-
shiped in deity form. Some Hindus will

consciousness movement, our most
beloved deity is Lord Krsna. Our
founder-acarya, Srila Prabhupada, ex-
plained with numerous references to
Vedic scripture that the form of Krsna
is the original form of God, with full
power. Just as many candles may be lit
from one lamp, and all of the candles
may burn with equal brightness, there
is nonetheless one original flame. That
flame is Sri Krsna.

The deity of Lord Krsna is never
seen alone. And one of the most asked
questions of visitors to Hare Krsna
temples is “Who is that girl with
Krsna?” The quick answer is that She
is Srimati Radharani, Krsna’s beloved

fl Day of Service to the Deity

IN TEMPLES around the world,
arcanam is elaborately per-
formed according to strict guide-
lines. The Lord is wakened early
in the morning; then He receives
a meal and His margala-arati.
Afterwards, He is massaged with
oil, bathed with water, dried,
dressed, and ornamented with
jewelry, flowers, flower garlands,
and fulasi leaves. Then the Lord
receives breakfast and His next
arati. At noon He is offered
lunch and an arati, after which

even say, “All of them are God.” And
yet Krsna consciousness is the worship
of one God, Lord Krsna. Why, then, are
there so many deities, even in Hare
Krsna temples?

There is one God, yet He manifests
in many forms. As the Supreme Lord,
He enjoys relationships with all living
beings, each relationship intimate and
unique. In His form of Lord Rama-
candra, the Lord enjoys the role of king
and faithful husband. In His form of
Lord Nrsimmha, He is the ferocious pro-
tector. In His form as child Krspa, He
is playful and mischievous. All of these
roles are manifestations of His su-
preme personality, and thus all of these
divine persons may be worshiped in
deity form.

Although all of these forms are truly
God, devotees may feel a strong attrac-
tion for a particular deity. In the Krsna

He takes a nap. On awakening,
He receives a snack and another
arati. In the evening He receives
His evening meal and another
arati. Then He is dressed in His
night clothes, offered another
arati, and laid to rest in His bed.
Each function requires many
prayers and mantras, and every-
thing is done following detailed
procedures. The functions help
the worshiper remember himself
as the servant of the Lord.
—Pranada Devi Dast

girlfriend. That answer, of course, only
raises further questions. How can God
have a girlfriend? What makes Her so
special?

Just as Krsna Himself is both the
charming cowherd boy and the incom-
prehensible Lord of the universe,
Radharani is both the shy young girl
and the personification of bhakti, or
love for the Supreme Lord. No one can
approach God without the mercy of
Radharani, because Her love enve-
lopes Krsna, protecting Him from the
insincere. We cannot see Krsna with-
out Radharani’s help, just as we can-
not experience the presence of God

| without a heart full of devotion.

Foremost among the deities usually
found in Hare Krsna temples are Lord
Caitanya and Lord Nityananda. Srila
Prabhupada initiated Their worship
because it was Lord Caitanya who
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widely spread the processes of devo-
tional service so dear to us today,
namely sravanam and kirtanam, hear-
ing and chanting the names of God.
Lord Caitanya is especially compas-
sionate to those approaching Krsna in
the turbulent age we live in, when pure
religious aspirations are so mercilessly
drowned in the cacophony of materi-
alism. Sravai_mm and kirtanam are
main components of deity worship.

In ISKCON temples you might also
see the smiling forms of Lord Jagan-
natha, Lord Balarama, and Subhadra
Devi. These deities are perhaps the

most compassionate of all of the Lord’s |

forms, for they allow themselves to be
removed from the confines of the
temple once a year for Rathayatra, or
the cart festival, a joyous procession
in the streets. In India thousands of
people crowd the streets to see the
Lord, elegantly displayed on a large,
colorful cart pulled by long ropes. Un-
der Srila Prabhupada’s inspiration,
Rathayatra is now held all over the
world, from major cities such as New
York and London to tiny communities.

Although deity worship is generally |

restricted to the temple, on the special
occasion of Rathayatra anyone may
see the Supreme Lord’s beaming face.
Whether one is a believer or not, one’s
heart is purified by the sight of the
Lord, just as medicine effects the body
whether one has faith in it or not.

Like all processes of devotional ser-
vice, deity worship combines an exter-
nal ritual with internal meditation.
Deity worship in the temple is highly
ritualized. The Lord must be awak-
ened, bathed, dressed, and fed at the
exact same times every day. Specific
prayers are used for each aspect of
worship. Worshipers must be clean and
punctual. All of this attention to detail
helps train the mind to understand that
God is a person. If you know you are
disappointing someone with your tar-
diness or carelessness, then you de-
velop a heightened awareness of that
person’s needs. Likewise, when you
please someone with your ardent at-
tention, you bask in the pleasure of his
or her delight. The details of deity wor-
ship become part of a sweet exchange
with the Lord.

One can, however, become enam-

ored by the rituals and lose the inter- |

Bhakti on Two Tracks

THE NECTAR OF DEVOTION
lists deity worship (arcanam) as
one of the five most important
of the sixty-four items of devo-
tional service, along with hear-
ing Srimad-Bhagavatam
(Sravanam), chanting the holy
names (kirtanam), associating
with devotees, and living in a
holy place. Three of the nine
processes of bhakti-yoga are
present among these five,
namely Sravanam, kirtanam, and
arcanam. And these three hold
another special place in the
practice of Krsna consciousness
today. Srila Prabhupada said
that the train of bhakti, or devo-
tional service, runs on two
tracks: bhagavat-vidhi (the nine
processes of devotional service)
and pancaratrika-vidhi (temple
worship). If one track is missing,
bhakti cannot proceed properly
for the neophyte. Sravanam and
kirtanam, or hearing and chant-
ing, are bhagavat-vidhi, and
arcanam, or deity worship, is
pancaratrika-vidhi.

When Srila Prabhupada
came to the West to teach Krsna
consciousness, he first intro-
duced the religion of the age:

nal devotion. In every church, mosque,
and temple, piety is easily mimicked.
But empty worship is an offense to the
Lord. All of us come with impurities,
doubts, and fears, and deity worship can
surely relieve us of those burdens if
that is our prayer. But to come before
the Lord requesting His complicity in
our material plans is hardly real wor-

ship. Similarly, even a beautiful cer- |

emony such as margala-arati cannot be
truly appreciated if it becomes a rou-
tine gathering, or an opportunity for
business contact or social excitement.
Heart must accompany actions, for
God is never interested in facile obla-
tions. The deepest element of worship
is loving surrender, relinquishing the
postures that make us the deity. There
is but one God, and arcanam can help
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chanting Hare Krsna. By chant-
ing Hare Krsna, one performs
Sravanam and kirtanam in the
most sublime form. Adding the
chanting of Hare Krsna to one’s
life is easy, as shown by the
thousands of people who wel-
comed it into their lives when
Prabhupada gave it out.

After some time, Prabhupada
introduced arcanam. He ex-
plained that arcanam was a
necessary part of our devotional
service. Devotional service was
creating the fabric of our lives,
and Sravanam, kirtanam, and
arcanam were the weave.

Prabhupada introduced deity
worship gradually, and over the
years, ISKCON temples estab-
lished more elaborate forms of
deity worship. By introducing
the chanting of Hare Krsna first,
then gradually teaching the ele-
ments of deity worship, Prabhu-
pada showed how any one of us,
any where in the world, can
begin our spiritual life. Immedi-
ately begin chanting Hare Krsna,
and gradually allow your love
for the Lord to flow by worship-
ing His transcendental form.

—Pranada Devi Dasi

us realize just how true this is.
Perhaps the most wonderful aspect
of arcanam is that it employs the four
processes of devotional service dis-
cussed so far: hearing about Krsna,
chanting His names, remembering
Him, and serving His lotus feet. Deity
worship always includes chanting,
whether exuberant or subdued, and
chanting allows for hearing. When
standing in the Lord’s presence, we
naturally remember Him. And service
to His lotus feet truly takes on mean-
ing when we see them beautifully deco-
rated with sandalwood and flowers. {2

Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi is a frequent
contributor to Back to Godhead. She
lives with her husband and daughter

| in Gainesville, Florida.



The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

ASIA

INDIA
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, 380 054/
Tel. (079) 676-9827, 674-4944 or -4945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.acbsp@pamho.net
Allahahad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294
Bangalore, KS — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: guesthouse@iskconbangalore.org
Bangalore, KS — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, No.5 Sripuram, 1st cross, Sheshadripuram,
Bangalore 560 020/ Tel. (080) 353-6867 or 226-2024 or 353-0102
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 310630/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
Belgaum, KS — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006
Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 553517 or 555517/
E-mail: iskconbbsr@usa.net
Bombay — (see Mumbai)
Calcutta— 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax: (033) 247-8515/
E-mail: calcutta@pamho.net
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232/
Chennai, TN — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fax: (044) 434-5929/ E-mail: iskcon.chennai@pamho.net

Coimbatore, TN — Hare Krishna Land, 100 feet New Scheme Rd. (opp CIT), 641 014/ Tel. (0422}

826508 or -9/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (02892) 34606/
Fax: (02692) 34319
Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 508
Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. {0361) 545963/
E-mail: guwahati@pamho.net
Hanumkonda, AP — MNeeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399
Haridaspur, West Bengal — P.0. Chhaygharia, Bangaon, 24 Parganas, West
Bengal 743 704/ Tel. (03215) 57856
Haridwar, UP — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849
Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
Tel. (040) 474-4969 or -2018
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 529665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON, Krishna Balaram Mandir, Dholai, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar,
Jaipur 302 020/ Tel. (0141) 782765/ E-mail: iskcon@datainfosys.net
Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991) 33047
Kurukshetra, HS — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529
Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018
Madras — (see Chennai)
Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
Mayapur, WB — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Near Babulnath

Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 369-7228/ Fax: (022) 367-7941/
E-mail: radha krsna.rs@pamho.net

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Thane,
401107/ Tel. (022) 811-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875

Nagpur, Maharashira — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, Plot No 1, Abhayankar Nagar Petrol
Pump, Abhayankar Nagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 224180 or 224787

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 621-5421 or 628-0067/
E-mail: kratu.achsp@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonling.com

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782

Noida, UP — B-40, Sector 56, 210 301/ Tel. (0118) 458-3464/
E-mail: premanjana.lok@pamho.net

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Shalapur,

413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765
Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

*

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar/ Tel. (06752) 23740
Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli/ Tel. (06752) 24594/
E-mail: vanamali jps@pamho.net
Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@pamho.net
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, WB — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/ E-mail: iskcon@dte.vsnl.netin
Sri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891 or 765516 or 773386
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114/
E-mail: revathi.raman.jps@pamho.net
Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada Nagar, 182 101/
Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010/
Tel. (0542) 312062 or 222617
Vishakapatnam, AP — [SKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/
Tel. (0891) 528376/ E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail. com
Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0365) 442556/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com; (Guesthouse) ganapati.gkg@pamho.net;
(Gurukula) vgurukula@pamho.net
Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (08712) 26182
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, AP — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Ta., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vinar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)
Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surai-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 334 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546
Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, 700 071

OTHER COUNTRIES
Cebu, Phillipines — Hare Krishna Paradise, 231 Pagsabungan Road, Basak, Mandaue City/
Tel. +63 (032) 345-3590
Chittagong, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society, 23 Nandan Kanan, N.N. Paul Blvd /
Tel. + 88 (031) 610822/ E-mail: krishna@spnetctg.com
Colombo, Sri Lanka — 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel. +94 (01) 433325/ E-mail: iskcon@slt.Ik
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249
Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Road South, 6/F/ Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/
E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646
Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar P. 0., Panjia
Jessore, Bangladesh — Sri Rup-Sanatan Smriti Tirtha Mandir, Ramshara, Magurahat P. 0., Abhaynagar
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax: +977 (01) 372876 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: uttama.caitanya.jps@pamho.net
Mandalay, Myanmar — ISKGON Sri Krishna Temple, Corner of 19th Thukha Street, Nanshe, Mandalay/
E-mail: sdas108@hotmail.com
Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranaque, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net
Myitkyina, Myanmar — |SKCON 5ri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: sdas108@hotmail.com
Sylhet, Bangladesh — Sri Sri Radha-Madhava Mandir, Yugalatila, Kazal Sah Rd.
Taipei, Taiwan — (mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, 61480/ Tel. +372 (03) 528-5475 or
629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamatikada Nakano, 1F Subarhu Bldg., 164 / Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9147 or
-3811/ Fax; +81 (03) 5343-3812
Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exception:
For Russia, the number to drop is the initial “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
“ New listing 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bangladesh (Rangirkul Bidyashram) — Rangirkul, Kulaura, Dist. Moulvibazar/ Fax: (0088) 08624-
88035

Bangladesh (Sri Jagannatha Mandir) — Jagannathpur, Comilla

Bangladesh (Sri Pundarika Dhama) — Mekhla, Hathazari, Dist. Chitiagong/ Tel. (031) 610822

Indonesia (Govinda Kunja) — (contact ISKCON Jakarta)

Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak/ Tel. +63 (032) 83254

Malaysia — (contact ISKCON Kuala Lumpur)

NORTH AMERICA

GANADA
Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth Street N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/

E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com
Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5RS/ Tel. (403) 439-9909/

E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/

E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca
Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/

Fax: (613) 565-2575/ E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2HB/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
Toronto, Ontario -— 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/

E-mail: toronto@iskeon.net
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3GB/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/

Fax: (604) 431-7251/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca; Govinda's Restaurant:

Tel. (604) 433-2428/ Fax: (604) 431-7251/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/

Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax; (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/

E-mail: devadeva@wkpowerlink.com

U.S.A.
Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/
E-mail: harekrishna@swhell.net
Baltimare, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410)sPddsdgg-
or 719-6738/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-boise-om.hp.com
Bostan, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: premananda@juno.com
Charlotte, North Carolina — 9408-D Lexington Circle, 28213/ Tel. (704)549-4603/
E-mail: syamadasi@yahoo.com
Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: chicago@iskcon.net
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati acbsp@pamho.net
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ Fax: (352) 379-2923/
E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelno Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ Fax: (808) 585-3433/
E-mail: iskconhawaii@ureach.com
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St,, 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0668/
E-mail: hktv@starmail.com
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (816) 361-6167 or (800) 340-5286/ Fax. (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: rve@rve.edu
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion 5t., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ E-mail: tuka@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: nimainitai@aol.com
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail: nirantara@juno.com
Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail; kesava.swami@pamho.net
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax; (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003 (mail: P. 0. Box 2509, New York, NY 10009)/

Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vrndavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona— 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (602) 705-4901/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Portland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., Portland, OR 97215/ Tel. (503) 236-0417/
E-mail: portland_krishna@hotmail.com
Queens, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Blvd., 11420 / Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010/
E-mail: sunandanadas@hotmail.com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: surapala@pamho.net
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: newgovardhan@cs.com
San Jose, California — 2390 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197
Seatile, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., ssaquah, 98027/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHON Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax; (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudas@earthlink.net
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: haridas.thakur. hdg@pamho.net
Tampa, Florida — 1205 E. Giddens Ave., 33603/ Tel. (813) 234-8841
Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax; (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: mrugesh_shroff@merck.com
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157/ E-mail: hpress@compserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (386) 462-2017/ Fax: (386) 462-3468/
E-mail: alachua@pamho.net
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or 799-1354/
Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@fnbop.com
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — P.0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3917/
E-mail: nrshingha@aol.com
Hillshorough, North Garolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail: palaceofgold@ijuno.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax; (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Alachua, Florida — Govinda's, 14603 Main St., 32615/ Tel. (386) 462-4500/ Fax: (386) 418-3524
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuisine, 2106 SW 34th St., 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955
Greensboro, North Carolina — Govinda's, 332 South Tate St/ Tel, (336) 373-8809
San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4998
Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (02920) 831579
Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands {mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuseve.com
Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St., Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel, +44 (0151) 512-931%/
E-mail: liverpool@iskcon.net
London, England (city) — 9-10 Soho 5t., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts, WD2 8EZ/
Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta. manor@pamho.net;
(for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3138
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/ E-mail: krishna.dharma@pamho.net
Newcastle Emlyn, West Wales — Ger-y-nant, Penrhiwpal, Rhydlewis, Near Newcastle Emlyn,
SA44 500/ Tel. & fax: +44 (01239) 851178/ E-mail: mkramadasabes_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 BAR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272-1811
Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, Devon, PL6E SHX/ Tel (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@pamho.net
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RURAL COMMUNITIES
Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inisrath Island, BT92 9GN, Co.
Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682/ E-mail: 105400.2653@compuserve.com
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manar)
(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the U.K.
For information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood Herts W06 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244/ www.iskcon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier 5t., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

GERMANY
Abentheuer — Boecking Str. 8, 55767/ Tel. +49 (06782) 980436/ Fax: +49 (D6782) 980437
E-mail: visvadeva.hks@pamho.net
Cologne — Taunusstr. 40, 51105/ Tel. +49 (0221) 830-1241/ Fax: +49 (0221) 837-0485
Heidelberg — Forum 5, Wohnung 4, 63126/ Tel. +49 (06221) 384553/
E-mail: vipula.ss@pamho.net
Munich — Wachenheimer Strasse 1, 81539/ Tel. +49 (089) 6880-0288/ Fax; +49 (089) 6880-0289/
Nuernberg — Kopernikusplatz 12, 90459/ Tel. +49 (0911) 446-7773/ E-mail: info@iskcon.de
RURAL COMMUNITY
Jandelsbrunn (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671/ E-mail: njnk@pamho.net

HUNGARY
Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, 1028 I/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail: 100263.3167@compuserve.com
Debrecen — Szechenyi u. 55, 4025/ Tel. +36 (052) 413-370/ E-mail: 100263.2131 @compuserve.com
Eger — Szechenyi u. 64, 3300/ Tel. +36 (036) 410-515/ E-mail; 100263.2454@compuserve.com
Szolnak — Baratsag u. 6, 5000/ Tel. +36 (056) 412-124/ E-mail: 100324.3045@compuserve.com
RURAL COMMUNITY
Somogyvamos — Krsna-valgy, Fo u. 38, 8699/ Tel. +36 (085) 340-185/
E-mail: 100324 3044 @compuserve.com

[TALY
Asti — Frazione Valle Reale 20, 14018 Roatto (AT)/ Tel. +39 (0141) 938406
Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna, 24040 Chignolo d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/
Fax; +39 (035) 494-0705/ E-mail: villagio.hare krsna@pamho.net
Bologna — Via Ramo Barchetta 2, Castagnolo Minore, 40010 Bentivogolio (BO)/
Tel. +39 (051) 863924
Milan — Centro Culturale Govinda via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417
Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Campo de’ Fiori 27, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660
Vicenza — Prabhupada-desa, Via Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (VI)/ Tel. +39 (0444) 790573/
Fau: +39 (0444) 790581/ E-mail: rohini@pronto.bbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Comunale Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (F)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417
POLAND
Gdynia — (mail:) P.O. Box 364/ Tel. & fax; +48 (058) 29-5188/ E-mail: vara-nayaka.bvps@pamho.net
Krakow — ul. Wyzynna 2, 30-617/ Tel. & fax: +48 (012) 654-5824/ E-mail:krakow@pamho.net
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawy 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/
Faw: +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@pamho.net
Wroclaw — ul. Bierutowska 23, 51-317 (mail: MTSK 50-900, Wroclaw 2, P.0. Box 858)/
Tel. & fax; +48 (071) 345-7981/ E-mail: ratibharta.hks@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Czarnow (New Santipura) — Czarnow 21, 58-424 Pisarzowice, gm. Kamienna Gora/
Tel. +48 (07574) 128 92/ E-mail: raghu@friko5.onet.pl

SPAIN
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096
Malaga — Ctra. Alora, 3, Int., 29140 Churriana/ Tel. +34 95 262-1038
RURAL COMMUNITY
Guadalajara (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega/ Tel. +34 949 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@pamho.net
RESTAURANT
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de 1a Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/
Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

SWEDEN
Githenburg — Hojdgatan 224, 431 36 Moelndall Tel. +46 (031) 879648/ Fax: +46 (031) 879657
Gradinge — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnas Gard, 14792 Grodinge, Tel +46 (08) 53029800/
Fax: +46 (08) 53025062/ E-mail: reception@pamho.net
Lund — Bredgatan 28 ipg, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 399500; Restaurant: +46 (046) 120413/
Fax: +46 (046) 188804
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel, +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-8813/
Uppsala — ISKCON, 74193 Knivsta/ Tel. +46 (018) 102924/ E-mail: iskcon@telia.com
RURAL COMMUNITY
Jima — Almviks Gérd, 153 95/ Tel. +46 (08551) 52050/ Fax: +46 (08551) 52060/
E-mail: almviks.gard@pamho.net

*

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Githenburg — Govinda's, Viktoriagatan 24, 41125/ Tel. +46 (031) 139698

SWITZERLAND
Basel — St. Jakob-Strasse 33, 4132 Muttenz/ Tel. & fax: +41 (061) 462-0614/
E-mail: sacidulal. bcs@pamho.net
Lugano — Via Borghese 12, 6600 Locarno/ Tel. +41 (091) 752-3851/ Fax; +41 (081) 751-3852/
E-mail: bhaktalabhya.hks@pamho,net
Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Ziirich — Govinda's, Preyergasse 16, 800/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, The Netherlands — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/
Fax: 431 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net
Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000/ Tel. +32 (03) 237-0037
Bucharest, Romania — str. Laborator, No. 124, BI. 40, Ap. 95/ Tel. +40 (1) 350-3575 or
+40 (56) 191565/ E-mail: krishna_ragini@usa.net
Copenhagen (Hillerad), Denmark — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/
Fax: +45 4828-7331/ E-mail: iskcon.denmark@pamho.net
Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770/ Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634-7731/
E-mail: austria@pamho.net
Helsinki, Finland — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/
Fax: +358 (9) 694-0837/ E-mail: krishna@saunalahtifi
lasi, Romania — Stradela Moara De Vint 72, 6600
Kaunas, Lithuania — 37, Savanoryu pr./ Tel. +370 (7) 22-2574 or 26-8953/
Fax; +370 (7) 70-6642/ E-mail: kaunas@pamho.net
Kokosovee, Slovak Republic — Abranovee 60, 08252 Kokosovee/ Tel. +421 (51) 7798482/ E-mail:
raghunath.bvs@pamho.net

4 Lishon, Portugal — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314 or

*

+*

*

352-0038/ E-mail: dhira_krsna_das@mail.pt
Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 1000/ Tel. +386 (061) 131-2124/ Fax: +386 (061) 310815/
E-mail: ljubljana@pamho.net
Paris, France — 31 rue du docteur Jean Vaguier, 93160 Noisy e Grand/ Tel. & fax:
+33 (01) 4303-0951/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net
Plovdiv, Bulgaria — ul. Prosveta 56, Kv. Proslav, 4015/ Tel. +359 (032) 446962/
E-mail: plovdiv@pamho.net
Porto, Portugal — Rua S. Miguel 19, 4050-560 {mail: Apartado 4108, 4002-00)/
Tel. & fax: (351) 222-007-223/ E-mail: oriente. porto@teleweb.pt
Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 290, Praha 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 or
-0401/ Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail; prague@pamho.net
Pula, Croatia — Vinkuran centar 58, 52000 (mail: P.0. Box 16)/ Tel. & fax: +385 (052) 573581
Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926/
Fau: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net
Riga, Latvia — 56, K. Baron st., LV1011/ Tel. +371 (02) 27-2490/ Fax; +371 (2) 27-4120/
E-mail; riga@pamho.net
Rijeka, Croatia — Sv. Jurja 32, 51000 (mail: P.0. Box 61)/ Tel. +385 (051) 543 055/
Fax: +385 (051) 543 056/ E-mail: navadvipa.hks@pamho.net
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — ISKCON, Gornjo Vakufska 12, 71000/
Tel. +387 (071) 201530
Skopje, Macedonia — Vvz. "ISKCON,” Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000/ Tel. +389 (091) 201451
Sofia, Bulgaria — 4 “FJ.Kjuri” Str, 1113 Sofia (mail: Sofia 1000, P.0. Box 827)/
Tel. +359 (02) 705-616 or 989-0488/ E-mail: sofia@pamho.net
Split, Croatia — Cesta Mutogras 26, 21312 Podstrana (mail: P.0. Box 290, 2100)/
Tel. +385 (021) 651137
Tallinn, Estonia — Luise Street 11a, 10142/ Tel. +372 6460047
Timisoara, Romania — ISKCON, Porumbescu 92, 190/ Tel. +40 (056) 154776/
Vienna, Austria — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 117/
Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@pamho.net
Vilnius, Lithuania — 23-1, Raugiklos st., 2024/ Tel. +370 (2) 23-5218/ E-mail: vilnius@pamho.net
Zagreb, Croatia — (mail: P.O. Box 68, 10001)/ Tel. & fax: +385 (01) 3772-643

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Czech Republic — Krsnuv Dvur c. 1, 257 28 Chotysany/ Tel. +420 (0602) 375978/
E-mail: varanasrama.lok@pamho.net
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenais/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-8235/
Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.hks@pamho.net
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay |2 Male/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2893/ E-mail: new.mayapur@pamho.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Aarhus, Denmark — Krishna's Koekken, Mejlgade 28, 8000 Aarhus Cf Tel. +45 (08) 618-2330
Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Neerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/
Tel. +45 3333-7444
Oslo, Norway — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Soukenicka 27, 110 00 Prague-1/
Tel. +420 (02) 2481-6631 or 2481-6016/ E-mail: prahlada.nrsimha.ss@pamho.net
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Na hrazi 5, 180 00 Prague 8-Liben/
Tel. +420 (02) 683-7226/ E-mail: prahlada.nrsimha.ss@pamho.net
Presov, Slovak Republic — Govinda’s, Hlavna 70, 08001/ Tel. +0042 (191) 722 819
Radhadesh, Belgium — Gopinath's Garden, Rue de Petite Somme 5, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 (086) 321421
Tallinn, Estonia — Damodara, Lauteri Street 1, 10114/ Tel. +372 6442650
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Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 2, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES
RUSSIA
Astrahan — 141052, 8-59, Botvina st/ Tel. +7 (8510) 28-9431
Chita — 27, Kurnatovskoga st/ Tel. +7 (30222) 23-4971 or 0911/ E-mail: kar@rex.chita.ru
Ekaterinburg — 620078, G. Ekaterinburg, per. Otdelniy SDK VOG/ Tel. +7 (3432) 74-2200 or
49-5262/ E-mail: ekaterinburg@pamho.net
Irkutsk — st. Krimskaya 6A/ Tel. (3952) 38-71-32 or 3240-62/ E-mail: iosk@iosk.irkutsk.su
Kazan — 13, Sortirovochnaya st, pos.Yudino/ Tel. +7 (8432) 55-2529 or 42-9991
Krasnodar — 418, Stepnaya st., selo Elizavetinskoye, Krsnodarski kraif Tel. +7 (8612) 50-1694
Kurjinovo — 8, Shosseinaya st., pos. Ershovo, Urupski region, Karachayevo-Cherkessia
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.0. Box 69), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fax: +7 (095) 945-3317
Moscow — Nekrasovsky pos., Dmitrovsky reg., 141700/ Tel. +7 (095) 577-8543, -8601, or -8775/
Fax: +7 (095) 446-4746
Murmansk — 16, Frolova st. (mail: P.0. Box 5823)/ Tel. +7 (8152) 58-9284/
E-mail: upendra@mun.rospac.ru
Nijny Novgorod — 14b, Chernigovskaya st/ Tel. +7 (8312) 30-5197 or 25-2592/
E-mail: info@iskcon.nnov.ru
Novorossiysk — 117, Shillerovskaya st/ Tel, +7 (86134) 38-926 or 51-415
Novosihirsk —18/2 Kholodilynaya st., 630001/ Tel. +7 (3832) 46-2655 or -2666
Omsk — 664099, 42 10th Severnaya st. (mail: PO, Box 8741)/ Tel. +7 (3812) 24-5310 or 41-4051
Perm — 12, Verhnekuryinskaya st., 614065/ Tel. +7 (3422) 33-5740 or 27-0681/ E-mail: fil@pi.ccl.ru
Rostov-Na-Donu — 84/1, Saryana st., 344025 (mail: P.0. Box 64, 344007)/
Tel. & fax: +7 (B632) 51-0456
Samara — 122, Aeroportovskoye sh., Zubchininovka/ Tel. +7 (8462) 97-0318 or -0323
Simbirsk — 10, Glinki st., 432002/ Tel. +7 (8422) 21-4016
Sochi — 81a, Lesnaya st., Bytha/ Tel. +7 (8622) 98-5639/ Tel. & fax: +7 (8622) 97-2483
Ulan-Ude — 670013, Prirechnaya str. 23/ Tel. +7 (3012) 30-795/ E-mail: abpchk@burnet. siberia.ru
Vladimir — 60000, Nikolo-Galeyskaya st. 56/25/ Tel. +7 (0922) 32-6726/
E-mail: viadimir@pamho.net
Viadivostok — 5-1, Rudneva st., 690087/ Tel. +7 (4232) 23-6685
RESTAURANTS
Ekaterinburg — Sankirtana, 33 Bardina st/ Tel. +7 (3432) 41-2737
St. Petershurg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky pr., 190008/ Tel. +7 (612} 113-7896
Vladivostok — Gopal's, 1012, Oleansky pr. Tel. +7 (4232) 26-8943/
E-mail: vrajendra.kumar.pys@pamho.net

UKRAINE
Dnepropetrovsk — Kalininskiy spusk 39/ Tel. +73 (0562) 42-3631 or 45-4709/
E-mail: vibhuti@iskeon.dp.ua
Donetsk — 22, Rubensa st., Makeyevka 339018/ Tel. +380 (0622) 94-9104 or -3140/
E-mail; premada@iskcon.donetsk.ua
Kharkov — 43, Verhnegiyovskaya st., Holodnaya Gora, 310015/ Tel. +380 {0572) 20-2167 or
72-6869/ E-mail: kharkov@iskcon. kharkov.ua
Kiev — Dmitrievskaya, 21-13/ Tel. +380 (044) 219-1041 or -1042/
Tel. & fax: +380 (044) 244-4934/ E-mail: kiev@pamho.net
Kiev— 16, Zorany per., 254078/ Tel, +380 (044) 433-8312, or 434-7028 or -5533/
E-mail; kiev@pamho.net
Nikolaev — 5-8, Sudostroitelny per., 327052/ Tel. +380 (0510) 35-1734/
E-mail: vandya@iskcon.aip.nikolagv.ua
Vinnica — 5, Chkalov st., 28601/ Tel. +380 (0432) 32-3152/ E-mail: om@iskcon.vinnica.ua

OTHER COUNTRIES
Almaty, Kazakstan — 5, Kommunarov per., 480022/ Tel. +7 (327} 235-3630 or -3930/
E-mail: advaita@advaita.itpm.alma-ata.su
Baku, Azerbaijan — 2, Zardobi per., Uzbekistan st., pos. 8th km. 370060/ Tel. +994 (12) 21-2376/
E-mail: baku@pamho.net
Bishkek, Kirgizstan — 5, Omsky per,, 720007/ Tel. +7 (3312) 24-2230 or 44-3776/
E-mail: ildar@nlpub.freenet.bishkek.su
Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — 38, Anzob st., 734001/ Tel. +7 (3772) 27-1920 or -3990
Kishinev, Moldova — 13, A. Popovich st., 277022/ Tel. +373 (2) 55-8099 or 76-9254/
E-mail; kishinev@pamhao.net
Minsk, Belarus — 11, Pavlova st., 220053/ Tel. +375 (172) 13-0629/ E-mail: minsk@pamho.net
Sukhumi, Georgia — st. Pr-t Mira d 274/ Tel. +995 (8122) 2-9954
Tashkent, Uzbekistan — 54, Chervyakova st., 700005/ Tel. +7 (3712) 93-0352 or 34-4612/
E-mail: root@krish.tashkent.su
Thilisi, Georgia — 16, Kacharava st,, Avchalskoye sh., 380053/ Tel. +995 (32) 62-3326
or 98-5812/ E-mail: nandapriya.hks@pamho.net
RESTAURANT
Almaty, Kazakstan — 4, Zalomova st., 480037/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-1444

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8353-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5148
E-mail; adelaide@pamho.net
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brishane@pamho.net
Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net
Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9689-5122/

+ New listing # Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing

Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@ipamho.net

Newcastle —28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000/
E-miail: shyamananda_das@hotmail.com.au

Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax; +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (029) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (029) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sydney@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Road, VIC 3241/ Tel +61 (03) 5288-7383/
E-mail: gangadasa@telsira.easymail.com.au

Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02) 4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax; +61 (02) 6672-5498
RESTAURANTS

Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 6§231-5258

Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 {07) 3210-0255

Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brishane@pamho.net

Darlinghurst — Govinda's Upstairs, 12 Darlinghurst Road, NSW 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 9380-5162

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03} 9650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net

Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300
Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perih@pamho.net

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 5298 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. 461 (02) 9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FLJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz

Lahasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net

Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@pamho.net

Port Moreshy, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordania St., Hohola (mail: P.0. Box 571,
POM NGD)/ Tel. +675 259213

Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net

Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs.)/
Tel. +679 393 599/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY

Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Rivernead, next to Huapai Golf Course (mail: R.D. 2,
Kumeu)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS

Auckland, N2 — Gopal's, 246 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 306-4143

Lahasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364

Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific, Laucala
Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +678 386333

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St/ Tel. +679 312295

AFRICA
GHANA
Accra — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box 11686)
Kumasi —P.0. Box 101, US.T
Nkawkaw — P.0. Box 69
Sunyani — South Ridge Estates, P.0. Box 685
Takoradi — New Amanful, P.0. Box 328
Tarkwa — State Housing Estate, Cyanide
RURAL COMMUNITY
Eastern Region — Hare Krishna Farm Community, P.0. Box 15, Old Akrade

NIGERIA
Abeokuta — [badan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.0. Box 5177)
Benin City — 108 Lagos Rd., Uselu/ Tel. +234 (052) 247900
Enugu — 56, Destiny Layout, 0ld Abakaliki Rd., Near Enugu Airport, Emene (by Efemeluna Bus stop)
|badan — 700 meters from Iwo Rd., Ibadan-Lagos Express Way (mail: UIPO Box 9996)/
E-mail: gboyega@ibadan.skannet.com
Jos — Airforce Base, Abattoir Rd., by Nammua, Ginrng Village (mail: P.0. Box 6557)
Kaduna — Federal Housing Estate, Abuja Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1121), Goningora Village
Lagos — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajaoo Estate 7/8 Bus stop, International Airport
Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169/
E-mail: adolphus@nipost.pinet.net
Port Hargourt — Umugbule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Warri — Okwodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Orerokpe Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1922)



CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

SOUTH AFRICA
Gape Town— 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax; +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net
# Durban — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth, 4030/
Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net
4 Johanneshurg — 7971 Capricon St. (Entrance on Nirvana Or.), Ext. 9, Lenasia
{mail: P.0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820}/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975 or 852-3176/
Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/ E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com
# Johanneshurg — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park/ Tel. +27 (011) 726-1168 or
(083) 231-0878/ E-mail: iskconcj@iafrica.com
Port Elizabeth — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Road 6000/ Tel. & fax +27 (041) 534330
Pretoria — 1189 Church St., Hatfield 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

OTHER COUNTRIES
Abidjan, Cote D'lvaire — AICK-CI, 01 B.P. 8366
¥ Baie du Cap, Mauritius — 5t. Martin/ Tel. +230 521-0028
Gaborone, Botswana — P.0. Box 201003/ Tel. +267 307766/ Fax: +267 301988
Kampala, Uganda — 9 Dewington Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1647), Kampala/ Tel. +256 7564-2741
o Kisumu, Kenya — Cairo Rd., P.0. Box 9202/ Tel. +254 (035) 40983/ Fax: +254 (035) 43827/
E-mail: joebalaram@hotmail.com
Marondera, Zimhabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.0. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 887-7801
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224)/
Tel, 4254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhurani Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957
4 Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 686-8576/ E-mail: hkl@intnet.mu
% Rose Belle, Mauritius —Shivala Lane/ Tel. +230 627-5030

RURAL COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or 418-3955/
Fax; +230 418-6470/ E-mail; ivi@intnet. mu

Upanda (Hare Krishna Farm) — Seeta Town, Kampala

LATIN AMERICA

BOLIVIA
Cochabamba — Av. Heroinas E-435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070)/ Tel. & fax: +591 (042) 54346/
E-mail: bbt@pino.cbb.entelnet.bo
4 La Paz — Pasaje Jaurequi, 2262/ Tel. +591 (02) 390458/ Tel. & fax: +591 (02) 392710/
E-mail: maturesh@bo.net
4 Santa Cruz — Calle 27 de Mayo No. 99 esq. Justo Bazan/ Tel, & fax: +591 (03) 345189/
E-mail; sistemas@mitai.nrs.bolnet.bo
RURAL COMMUNITY
Bolivia — (contact ISKCON Cochabamba)
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Cochabamba — Restaurant Gopal, calle Espafia N-250 (Galeria Olimpia)/
Tel. +591 (042) 34082
Cochabamba — Restaurant Govinda, calle Mexico #E0303/ Tel. +591 (042) 22568
Cochabamba — Restaurant Tulasi, Av. Heroinas E-262
La Paz — Restaurant Imperial, Calle Sagarnaga No. 213
Oruro — Restaurant Govinda, Calle 6 de Octubre No. 6071
Santa Cruz — Snack Govinda, Calle Bolivar esq. Av. Argomosa (primer anillo)/
Tel. +591 (03) 345189
Sucre — Restaurant Sat Sanga, Calle Tarapacd No. 161/ Tel. +691 (64) 22547
BRAZIL
Belém, PA— Av. Almirante Tamandari, 1012, Centro, CEP 66023 000/ Tel. +55 (091) 243-0558/
E-mail: krsnadas@libnet.com.br
4 Belo Horizonte, MG — R. Ametista, 212, Prado, CEP 30410 420/ Tel. +55 (031) 332-8460/
E-mail: iskconmg@gold.com.br
Campina Grande, PB — R. Verancio Neiva, 136, Centro/ E-mail: mnama@netwaybbs.com.br
4 Curitiba, PR — Rua Alberto Bolliger, 288, Juveve, CEP/ Tel. +55 (041) 363-3113/
E-mail: nataraj@bol.com.br
Floriandpolis, SC — R. Cesar Augusto de Souza, 319, Careanos, CEP 88047 440/
E-mail: iswara@matrix.com.br
Fortaleza, CE— R. José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115 228 / Tel. +55 (085) 264-1273
E-mail: harece@brhs.com.br
Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1599, Centro, CEP 69005 141/ Tel, +55 (092) 232-0202/
E-mail: iskconam@internext.com.br
Natal, RN — Praia de Serinhaem, 2254, Ponta Negra, CEP 55092 180
Parlo Alegre, RS — R. Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim, CEP 90035 201/ Tel. +55 (051) 233-1474
E-mail: taptakan@:zaz.com.br
Recife, PE— R. Demdclitos de Souza Filho, 235, Madalena, 50001 970/
E-mail; harerama@glogica.com.br
Ribeirao Preto, SP — R. Carlos Gomes, 2315, Campos Eldsios, CEP 14085 400/
Tel. +55 (016) 628-1533
Rio de Janeiro, RJ — (contact ISKCON Teresopalis)
Salvador, BA — R. Alvara Adorno, 17, Brotas, 40225 460/ Tel. +55 (071) 382-1064/
E-mail: iskconba@atarde.com.br
S§do Carlos, SP— R. Emilio Ribas, 195, Centro, CEP 13563 060
Sao Paulo, 8P — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecilia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352/
E-mail: iskconsp@zipmail.com.br

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Parati, RJ (Fazenda Goura Vrindavana) — CP 62, Serto Idaiatuba, CEP 23970 020/
E-mail: ramadhanuh@hotmail.com
Pindamonhangaba, SP (Fazenda Nova Gokula) — CP 108, Bairro Ribeiro Grande, GEP 12400 000/
Tel. +55 (012) 982-9036/ Fax: +55 (012) 982-9036/ E-mail: faznovgk@iconet.com.br
Teresopolis, RJ (Vrajabhumi Dhama) — CP 92430, Varzea, CEP 25951 970/ Tel. +55(021) 262-8208

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Caxias do Sul, RS — R. Italia Travi, 601, Rio Branco CEP 95097 710

MEXICO
Guadalajara — Pedro Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. +52 (3) 616-0775
Mexico City — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F., 11850/

Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@pamho.net
Monterrey — Av. Luis Elizondo No. 400, local 12, Col. Alta Vista/ Tel. +52 (8) 367-3028
Saltillo — Bivd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires/ Tel. +52 (84) 178752
Tulancingo — (mail:) Apartado 252, Hildago/ Tel. +52 (775) 34072/

E-mail: libbhkti@mail.internet.com.mx

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Guadalajara — Contact ISKCON Guadalajara

Veracruz — Mail: Jesus Garcia 33, Col. Ferrocarril, Cerro Azul/ E-mail; libbhkti@mail.internet.com.mx
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Veracruz — Restaurante Radhe, Sur & No. 50, Orizaba, Ver/ Tel, +52 (272) 57525

PERU
Lima — Carretera Central Km. 32 (frente a la curva que baja a la Cantuta) Chosica/

Tel. & fax: +51 (014) 491-0250
Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel. gob.pe
Lima — Av. Garcilaso de [a Vega 1670/ Tel. +51 (014) 433-2589

RURAL COMMUNITY
Correo De Bella Vista— DPTO De San Martin

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Cuzco — Espaderos 128

OTHER COUNTRIES
Asuncidn, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925/ Tel. +585 (021) 480-266/
Fax: +595 (021) 490-449/ E-mail: johgilba@infonet.com.py
Bogota, Colombia — Calle 66, nro. 16-50/ Tel. +57 (01) 248-9078/
E-mail: dharma-pdb@&navegante.net.co
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax; +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #£24N-39/ Tel. +57 (023) 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida La Colina, Quinta EI Carmen, Las Acacias/ Tel. +58 (02) 6802128
Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mts, abajo/
Tel. +505 (341) 2359
Essequibo Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitviugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guatemala, Guatemala — Calzada Roosevelt 4-47 tercer nivel, Zona 11
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Montevideo, Uruguay — Congregacidn Hare Krishna, Carlos Lallemand 1610 y Dalmiro Costa,
CP 11400/ Tel. +598 (02) 403 4808/ E-mail: iskcon@adinet.com.uy
Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, casa #10, frente a INPSA,
(mail: P.0. Box 6-1776, El Dorado)/ Tel, +507 231-6561/ E-mail: iskconpanama@hotmail com
Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, No.19-36
Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556 (2000)/ Tel. +54 (041) 252630 or
264243/ Fax: +54 (041) 490838/ E-mail: rosario@dasa.satlink.net
San Miguel, Argentina — Muqoz 1745, entre Concefal Tribulato y Espaqa, (1663), Peia. Buenos
Aires/ Tel. +54 (011) 4664-6631 or 4667-0483/ E-mail: bhaktiyoga@sinectis.com.ar
San Salvador, EI Salvador — Cuidad Merliot {mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 78-0799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 {02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel.net
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle San Francisco de Asis No. 73, Ensanche Ozama/
E-mail: svats19d9@aol.com
Tegucipalpa, Honduras — (mail: Apartado Postal 30305)/ Tel, +504 32-3172/ Fax. +504 34-780
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Eastern Main Rd., Garden Village, Arouca (mail: B. Naring,
Rice Mill Rd., Garden Village, Arouca)/ Tel, +1 (868) 646-1062/ E-mail: devahuti@usa.net
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel. +1 (809) 647-3165/
E-mail: balaram@tstt.net it
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada-Edinburgh Road, Longdenville, Chaguanas/
Tel. +1 (868) 665-2249/ E-mail: agni.sdg@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Argentina (Bhakilata Puri) — Ciudad de la Paz 3554 (1429) Capital Federal/
Tel. & fax: +54 (01) 523-8085
Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/
Tel. 612688 en Cali
Costa Rica (Nueva Goloka Vrindavana) — Carretera Cartago-Paraiso, de la iglesia cristiana Rios
de Agua Viva, 75 metros al oeste y 300 metros al sudeste, Cartago (mail: Apartado 166,
1002, Paseo de los Estudiantes)/ Tel. +506 551-0980/ E-mail: nuevagolokavrindavan@usa. net
Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaquil)/ E-mail: nrsmha@cue. satnet net
El Salvador — Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana — Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Jagannath Prasadam, Triunvirato 4266 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 521-3396
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Restaurante Tulasi, Marcelo T, de Alvear 628, Local 30/
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Serious Laughter

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS is both serious busi-
ness and great fun. Observers figure that anyone
as earnest about spiritual life as Hare Krsna devo-
tees seem to be (as evidenced by all the rules we
follow) must not be enjoying life. Sometimes they
ask, “What do you do for fun?”

I thought of that question this morning dur-
ing the Srimad-Bhagavatam class in our temple.
We’ve been blessed the past few weeks with a visit
by His Holiness Maha-Visnu Swami, an elderly
Indian sannyasi from England who spices his
learned lectures with humor and contagious belly
laughs. He makes learning the serious lessons of
the Bhagavatam enjoyable.

This morning, Maha-Visnu Swami was say-
ing that we must give up hypocrisy to advance in
spiritual life. To illustrate, he told the story of a
lawyer whose business was slow. When a man
walked into his office one day, the lawyer, to im-
press his potential client, picked up the phone and
pretended for some time to be talking to an im-
portant client. Finally, he hung up the phone and
ask the man how he could help him.

“Oh, I'm from the phone company,” the man
replied. “Your phone’s not working, and I came
in to fix it.”

We all laughed. We got the point: Be a hypo-
crite and you’ll make a fool of yourself.

Part of the serious business of Krsna con-
sciousness is laughing at the foolishness of ma-
terial life. The material world is no doubt a fool’s
paradise, filled with the folly of trying to ignore
the unavoidable reality of miseries like old age,
disease, and death.

As aspiring devotees of Krsna, we often laugh

at ourselves too, at our childlike, fumbling at-
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tempts to make it to the mature world of pure
devotion to Krsna. But we know that if we perse-
vere in our spiritual practices despite the trials of
life, we’ll eventually win Krsna’s favor by our love.
That thought can make everything look bright.

Even when things aren’t looking so bright, hu-
mor can help us remember an important point,
such as our reluctance to hear good instructions:

A man was driving with a car full of penguins.
A surprised police officer stopped him and or-
dered him to take them to the zoo. The next day,
the officer saw the man again—still with the
penguins.

“I told you to take them to the zoo!” the
officer demanded.

“I did, officer,” said the man, smiling. “And
we had so much fun, today I'm taking them to the
beach!”

Srila Prabhupada is giving me so many im-
portant instructions, I think. Am I really hearing
him? Will I ever get rid of my penguins?

I once handed Back to Godhead to a young
man in the street. He had seen the magazine be-
fore. He flipped it open to a photo of Srila Prabhu-
pada and asked, “Does this man ever smile?”

He certainly does. Photos of Prabhupada of-
ten show his gravity, his no-nonsense attitude to-
ward spiritual life. But he laughed too. Sally
Agarwal, at whose home Prabhupada stayed when
he first arrived in America, described his laughter
as “oceanic.”

“He just seemed to take in the whole world
when he laughed,” she said, “and he laughed a lot.”

Pure devotees see the whole world as a place
for laughter in the joy of Krsna consciousness.

—Nagaraja Dasa
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“and hear His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada answer your questions on five

- subjects—Kysna, Living Entities, Religion, Spiritual
Life, Material World—swith numerous sub-categories.
For detailed information, visit www.krsna.com/bazaar.
Requires 133 Mhz Pentium PC, 16-bit “High” color,
Windows 95, 98, or 2000. Not MAC compatible.

7 - Call for details:
T CODTIBIEATES I
: J—' l-' - J—' I—‘ Qutside US and Canada:

4 1-336-871-2620

J
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Reach the correct philosophical conclusion
through Vedic knowledge.

m HH H BH ﬂ Rm‘q . Mahabharata: The Greatest Spiritual Epic

filine g . Of All Time—retold by Krishna Dharma,

. This well-known historical epic offers all the
themes that make for a classic masterpiece:
adventure, love, romance, treachery, betrayal,
and in the center, the eternal spiritual wisdom
of the Bhagavad-gita. Because of Krsna’s pres-
ence, the Mahabharata is revered as a sacred
text and is one of the world’s greatest treatises
on karma, reincarnation, and yoga. Hardbound

with jacket, 941 pages, $39.95 Mahabharata: The
: _ Condensed Version of the
P Divi | World’s Greatest Epic—
e Sogg Sl BHAGAVAD | retold by Krishna Dharma
——by Carl E. Woodham (Kalakantha ——— i :

This new rendition retains
the majestic mood of the
original, plunging the reader

of the Gita in this easy-to-understand TEIEEER ; i
edition. Includes chapter summaries in _ 1 into a wondrous and ancient

Dasa). In concise, entertaining poetry,
Kalakantha Dasa reveals the message

prose. Hardbound with jacket, i B world of adventure and
08 pages, $14.95 P DiNe 3 spirituality. Hardbound with

jacket. 284 pages, $17.95

[V?ry Ddy, JUSt Wri[? A series by Satsvarupa Dasa GOS\;’ami- i

gWhﬁ bm.h J:.wt Wate Vel.5 k

2
SIMPLICITY
N IRISH SPRING

(M Something Reading |8
& or Writing
&

Vol. 5: Simplicity in Irish Spring—After finishing up necessary travels throughout India and America, Sats-
varupa Goswami shares the life of solitude that awaited him in Northem Ireland. Softbound, 248 pages, $12.95
Vol. 6: Something Reading or Writing—With his writing pad on one side and the Bhagavatam on the other,
the author moves between the two, as one might engage in conversation or prayer. Softbound, 164 pages, $7.95
Vol. 7: Choosing to Be Alone—With his characteristic introspection and honesty, the author writes about
decisions he has made in his life and service to Srila Prabhupada. Softhound, 163 pages, $7.95

Vol. 8: Sacrifice for the Bhagavatam—The author discusses his need to sacrifice for solitude, prayer, and the
study of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Softbound, 173 pages, $7.95
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- VEGETARIAN
 PRIMER

A Simple, Good-twmored
of Why Eating
Maat |s Bad for Yeu,
and What to Do about It
11 Yeux Would Like to Stop

by Peter Burwash & John Tullius

T

Food for Peace: Super

Simple Vegetarian

Cooking for Everyone
by Rambhoru devi dasi - gumstors aoasst

Peter Burwash’s Vegetarian

Primer— Tennis pro, motivational CO OK] NC
speaker, and Krsna devotee Peter ' odfanlf T
Burwash shares the story of his \ / IT H
conversion to a vegetarian diet [/ /
despite his athletic profession and I\LI R l\lA
traditional Canadian upbringing. B
Includes sixty-eight easy-to-follow
recipes. Hardbound with jacket,
2217 pages, $14.95

NMORE GREAT VEGETARIAN

Cooking with Kurma: More Great
Vegetarian Dishes—by Kurma Dasa
Kurma has introduced millions of people to
£ his special brand of elegant, eclectic vegetar-

Quick, simple, and com- FOOb For ian cuisine. Hundreds of new recipes and

plete, this cookbook isa peace w

collection of well-tested - soptc skuple voptarion cooklng e everyune -
recipes for those short on
time who want first-class meals with little effort.
Includes philosophical quotes and a chapter on

stunning color photos- Hardbound, 256
pages, $24.95. Also available: Lessons on
eleven different videos by Kurma, from his
award-winning TV series, Cooking with

T W S TR S e

Kurma. See our online mail-order catalog:

Ekadasi dishes. Softbound, 151 pages, $6.95

Videos to Help You Remember Krsna

Guide to the Spiritual World: Vrndavana, India
Detailed explanations and footage of all the beautiful forests
of Vrndavana are given, along with lengthy information
about the six Gowamis and their role in excavating the

land of Krsna. This video is a wonderful tool for parents
who want their children to be educated about their Vais-
nava roots. Proceeds from sales will help to build an ashram
for widows and orphan girls in the Holy Dhama, $19.95

Himalayan Roadtrip

www.krsna.com/bazaar/videos_cooking.htm

Take a guided tour through the Himalayan Mountains to Badrinath, the temple of Lord Visnu, the
topmost yogi. Inspiring footage will have you planning your next vacation to India instead of amuse-
ment parks. Check out our web site for pictures. www.krsna.com/bazaar/videos.htm $24.95

Other videos about Lord Krsna and spiritual India:
Gopal Krishna, Krishna and Sudhama, Timeless Himalayas, Kumbha Mela—$24.95 each

s r TR T s G e e g B Ul R e L e S

 more»



= The Art of B. G. Sharma _

~ B. G. Sharma is recognized as the foremost :
living painter of Indian minatures. Each
picture is titled and printed on glossy
canvas with a gold border and white back-
ground. Large (19"x 28") $9.95; small
(13.5"x 19") $6.95. Specify item number
and size when ordering.
a. Lord of the Cows—Item 2048; b. Radha
and Krishna Meet—Iltem 2053; ¢. Krishna
Kumar—Item 2075; d. Govinda, Lover of
.t.‘w Cows—Item 2051;
e. Krishna Calls the

| ==t Windowsito the: ki~ ] iamd :
. : _ = h His Flute—

Windows to | Spiritual World S

The Spiritual World | Spiirealiom and the i

Spiritrealism and. the Art of Puskar - Art of Puskar

By Robert Masla

- An adventure of cultural
transformation and
self—realiz_a_tien seen’ -

. through the paintings of
~ Puskara Dasa, one of

A BAZARR

[SKCON’s most accom-
plished artists. 184 pages,
hardbound, with dust
jacket, 105 color plates,
, 35 b&w photos and
Robert Masla :
i : —— drawings. $45
l - G
l""--...._"'___ EeTE e = et LT e T e e b s e L TR PP i L e =
: BTG Service Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar
—— P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA « (800) 800-3284
—a Outside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641
P E-mail: brgsubs@pamho.net » Web: www.krsna.com
w Please send me: Qty. Amount
y——

|

Payment method: Subtotal

[ Credit card Amt. enclosed

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center: (US funds only.) For subscrip- -

tions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit

cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name Tel.

Address Apt.

City State Zip '

Card no. Exp. Krsna Art

Signature Beautiful 13.5" x 15.25" volume contain-

ing over 190 full-color reproductions

of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust’s paint-
ings (many not previously published).

L —_ e —— - Hardbound, 400 pages, $99.95

* Mainland USA please add minimum of $4.00 or 10% of order value.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
l
: [[] Check [ money order S/H (min. $4.00)*
|
|
|
|
|
i
|
|
|
4 Orders ourside USA add 30% of order value.



Vedic Thoughts

Human society, at the present moment,
is not in the darkness of oblivion.
It has made rapid progress in the fields
of material comforts, education,
and economic development throughout
the entire world. But there is a pinprick
somewhere in the social body at large,
and therefore there are large-scale quar-
rels, even over less important issues. There
is need of a clue as to how humanity
can become one in peace, friendship,
and prosperity with a common cause.
Srimad- Bhagavatam will fill this need, for it
is a cultural presentation for the respirit-
ualization of the entire human society.
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada
Preface to Srimad-Bhagavatam

TS

The dust of Krsna’s lotus feet,
which is the source of holiness for all
places of pilgrimage, is worshiped
by all the great demigods. The principal
deities of all planets are engaged
in His service, and they consider
themselves most fortunate to take the dust
of the lotus feet of Krsna on their crowns.
Great demigods like Lord Brahma
and Lord Siva, and even the goddess of
fortune and I, are simply parts of His
spiritual identity, and we also carefully
carry that dust on our heads.. ..

; Lord Balarama
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.68.37

One can attain the perfect stage
of liberation from birth and death simply
by knowing the Lord, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, and there is no
other way to achieve this perfection.

Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.8

L 2

By performing congregational
chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra,
one can destroy the sinful condition

of material existence, purify the

unclean heart, and awaken all varieties
of devotional service.

~ Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 20.13

L 2

With devotion steeped in love
and affection, the yogi should meditate
within the core of his heart
upon the laughter of Lord Visnu.
The laughter of Visnu is so captivating
that it can be easily meditated upon.
When the Supreme Lord is laughing,
one can see His small teeth,
which resemble jasmine buds rendered
rosy by the splendor of His lips.
Once devoting his mind to this,
the yogi should no longer desire
to see anything else.

: Lord Kapila
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.28.33

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back fo Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FI. 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.
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- _May 12: Dallas Rathayatra

(Chm'mt Festwal)

© June2-3:Aflanta Rathayatra

~ June 9: New York City Rathayatra
- June 23: New .Iersey Rathayatra

July 4: Washmgicn, D.C., Rathayalra
: L September 15-16: Chapel_ Hlll, N.C., Rathaya_tra -

 July 14—15.Tomnto Ra!hayatra
~ July 22: Detroit Rathayatra

July 7-8: Montreal Ralhaya’h‘a

~ July 29: San Francisco Rathayatra'

~ August 5: Los Angeles Rathayatra
- August 12°Vancouver Janmastami

(Sn K:sna S Appearance Dny)

_' .Aﬁguét 13: Vancouver Vyasa Pija

(Snla Prahhupada s Appearance Day)

. Augusl 19: Vancouver Rathayatra
 September 1-3: Seattle Rathayatra
| September 9-11: Charlotte, N. C., Rathayatra

& Festival at University of North Carolina

. '-_NO'I'E Bet‘ore scheduling yom' trave} confirm

~ the festival date with the Hare Krsna temple in

 the city where the festival is to be held. Or write

. '_ to Festival of India, P. O. Box 108, Sandy Ridge,
-NC 27046 USA. (www.festwaloﬁndm.org) '



