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“In today’s society

there is no ideal man.
Society should have
some living example, so
that people can see, “Oh,
here is an ideal man.”
And the ideal man is
deseribed in Bhagavad-

gita. Any man can be
trained. And if even just
one percent of the peo-
ple become ideal, the
remaining ninety-nine
percent will see

and follow.” —p. 15

| IN THIS ISSUE several
articles touch on the theme
of the Lord’s protection. At
the end of Bhagavad-gita,
Lord Krsna summarizes His
" teachings by saying, “Sur-

. render unto Me.” Surrender
consists of six main items, the great spiritual
master Rupa Gosvami has written, one of
which is to have firm faith that Krsna will
protect those who seek His shelter.

Krsna’s instructions are one form of His
protection. As Srila Prabhupada explains in
his lead-off lecture, only Krsna can give us
perfect knowledge, affording us the ultimate
protection: liberation from material existence.

Krsna sometimes descends to protect His
devotees from physical harm. His most
notable incarnation for that purpose is Lord
Nrsimhadeva. In this issue we hear about a
unique holy site dedicated to Him. Satyaraja
Dasa’s biography “Draupadi: Emblem of
Surrender” tells how Krsna cleverly pro-
tected the chastity of the wife of the mighty
Pandavas. And we hear from Satsvartipa
Dasa Goswami how “Krsna Protects Our
Bhakti”—bhakti being the “It” in Urmila
Devi Dasi’s “You Can Take It With You.”

May we all become inspired to increase
our surrender to the Lord by always seeking
His protection.

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor
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Letters

e

Relevance

I was wondering what relevance the
Hare Krsna movement has in today’s
society? Could you please spare some
of your thoughts on the topic?
Daniele
Adelaide, Australia

OUR REPLY: Srila Prabhupada, the
founder of the movement, used to say
that we’re giving society a brain.
Presently, society has no brain in the
sense that it has no direction. The
leaders of society don’t know the
purpose of human life. They mislead
people under the misconception that
this life is all there is.

But we’re spiritual beings, and
human life is the chance to reawaken
our love for God and return to Him.
If we waste our time in material
pursuits and neglect our spiritual
life—which should be our main
business—we’ll have to return to this
world after death and take birth in
any one of millions of species of life.
The Hare Krsna movement is rele-
vant to anyone who wants to make
the proper use of human life. We’re
an educational institution, teaching
people about God, our relationship
with Him, and the process for going
back to Him.,

Kali-yuga Variety

I am a regular reader of BTG, and I
have the following doubt in my mind.
The Battle of Kurukshetra was a

world war. At that time the progress
of human civilization was at the same
point everywhere around the globe.
After that, Kali-yuga started. Now
five thousand years have been passed,
and we observe many types of
civilizations and people and different
levels of progress. People’s physical
appearance is different (Chinese,
Asian, African, etc.). Their languages,
language scripts, pronunciation styles,
living styles, food habits, customs,
traditions, etc., differ from one
another very significantly. For what

4 BACKTO GODHEAD « JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2001

purpose was such variety created in

human beings of Kali-yuga only? Or

has it happened merely by chance?
Manoj Joshi
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: Your assumption that
variety in human society didn’t exist at
the time of the Kurukshetra war is
incorrect. The Vedas say that there are
400,000 human “species,” so variety has
always existed. Various races were
present on the Battlefield of Kuru-
kshetra. The Srimad-Bhagavatar
(2.4.18) mentions some of the races
existing five thousand years ago:
Kirata, Huna, Andhra, Pulinda, Pul-
kasa, Abhira, umbha, Yavana, and
Khasa. (If you have a copy of Srila
Prabhupéada’s Bhagavatam translation
and commentary, you can read his
interesting purport to that verse.)
These races, like the other species of
life, exist by the Lord’s arrangement to
fulfill the variegated desires and karma
of the souls in this world.

Even though the Vedic kings ruled
the world, some races lived outside
the Vedic standard. For example, in
Lord Krsna pastimes we hear about
“aborigine girls.”

As for the great variety of cultures
today, they result from the natural
progression of Kali-yuga, an age when
people drift further and further away
from the Vedic culture, the original
human culture.

For more information on this topic,
please see Proof of Vedic Culture’s
Global Existence, by Stephen Knapp
(Sri Nandanandana Dasa), available
from The Hare Krsna Bazaar.

Struggling with the Mind

I want to chant more and read more. I
know I should, but my mind demands
watching news, sports, etc. Because of
my past habits, my mind is quiet when
I am doing business or other activities
other than spiritual activity. What can [
do to change to more spiritual and
progressive activity and less worldly



affairs? I have family obligations, so I
can’t associate with devotees full-time.
But I attend the temple every time I can
and sponsor feasts and chant rounds
and read BTG and Bhagavatam. I need
to concentrate my mind on progress,
and I can’t,

At the age of five I was initiated with
the mantra sri krsna Saranarh mama
[“Lord Krsna is my shelter.”] Because I
like ISKCON’s congregational chanting
and $rila Prabhupada’s scientific and
transcendental approach to bhakii, 1
chant both mantras: ten rounds of the
mantra I mentioned, and five rounds of
Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Is that
offensive?

Amit Desai
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: Everyone struggles with
the mind. Therefore, our dcarya Srila
Riipa Gosvami says that we must
execute devotional service with enthusi-
asm, determination, and patience. We
can’t expect that there will be no strug-
gle. You are already doing many good
things, so just keep doing them, and
gradually you'll feel less attracted to
material activities.

There is no secret besides steady
practice and the mercy of the devotees.
In the beginning of our practices (and
we’re mostly all beginners) we have to
perform the devotional practices even if
they seem against our nature. Riipa
Gosvami says that our condition is like
that of the jaundiced patient who can’t
taste the sweetness of sugar. As he
becomes cured, he tastes the sweetness.
Riipa Gosvami says that if we practice
every day, gradually we’ll be cured of
our material disease and awaken our
taste for devotional service.

It is not offensive to chant both §ri
krsna Saranarm mama and the Hare
Krsna mahda-mantra, but we chant Hare
Krsna exclusively because Lord Cai-
tanya, the avatar for this age, instructed
us to do so. We accept Lord Caitanya as
Krsna Himself, and on His authority we
chant the mantra He revealed. Besides
that, the mahda-mantra has the benefit of

e e e

addressing both Radha and Krsna.
Srila Prabhupada would point out that
to approach Krsna we have to go
through His energy, or Radha. So in
that sense too we can understand why
the maha-mantra is most authorized.

No Dairy Milk

Two readers objected to our reply to
K. K. Wirth in the last issue, in which
we mentioned why ISKCON mem-
bers drink milk from commercial
dairies. We ran out of space in this
issue to print their letters, but here’s a
summary.

Tim Hitchner of Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada, wrote that ISKCON mem-
bers should simply be vegan: “To say
that as long as I offer the jug of milk I
just bought at Safeway to Krsna
before using it—even though the cow
that gave it suffers in a very brutal
way in a dairy farm—that the cow will
still get the benefit is a bit of a
stretch.”

Ivar Verploegh from The Nether-
lands, who works in a health food
store and has been an ISKCON mem-
ber since 1993, says the obvious alter-
native is to use organic milk. His
arguments: less violence involved, no
harmful chemicals to offer to Krsna,
organic cows benefited, easy availabil-
ity of organic milk now (unlike when
Prabhupada was present), better

| “vibration” in milk from suckling

organic cows, and the possibility of soy
milk (plus vitamins) as an alternative
to cows milk.

Their letters can be found on our
website: www.krsna.com.—Editors €3

AN APOLOGY

We apologize to our subscribers for
the late delivery of this issue. An
upgrade of our main computer re-
sulted in software conflicts that took
weeks to resolve. Things are running
smoothly again, and we’re working
hard to get back on schedule.

What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on in the mod-
ern world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
millenniums ago. The Gita and the
other Vedic scriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chant-
ing of the names of God, especially
as found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short alike the win but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
theriinrim,and clike the chin chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

§piritual llames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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PERFECT
KNOWLEDGE

from the

PERFECT
SOURCE

Why Lord Krsna is the authority we must turn to
for faultless answers to the questions of life.

A lecture given in Bombay on March 21, 1974
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

sri-bhagavan uvaca
imam vivasvate yogam proktavan aham avyayam
vivasvan manave praha manur iksvakave "bravit

The Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna, said: I instructed this
imperishable science of yoga to the sun-god, Vivasvan, and Vivasvan instructed it to Manu,
the father of mankind, and Manu in turn instructed it to Iksvaku.—Bhagavad-gita 4.1

of the science of Godhead.The word bhag-

avan, from which the name Bhagavad-gita
comes, means the Supreme Personality of God-
head. Generally, a fortunate or opulent man is
called bhdagyavan, which comes from the word
bhaga. Bhaga means six kinds of opulence:
wealth, strength, influence, wisdom, beauty, and

B HAGAVAD-GITA is the preliminary study

renunciation. These are opulences. If a man is
wealthy, he’s attractive. Similarly, he’s attractive
if he’s very strong, very influential, very learned,
wise, or beautiful. He or she—it doesn’t matter.
Or if he’s a great renouncer. Naturally we be-
come attracted to one who has renounced ev-
erything for the benefit of the public.

In the material world we find some wealthy
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Krsna is the richest, the strongest,
the most beautiful, the wisest, and the most renounced.
He proved that by His actions.

man, some rich man, some strong man,
some beautiful man, some wise man,

some renounced man, but they possess |

only a very small quantity of the total
of these opulences. Take a rich man. He
may be very rich, but he cannot claim,
“I am the richest man.” Nobody can
claim, “I am the wisest man.” Nobody
can claim, “I am the strongest man.”
However strong one may be, he is un-
der the rules and regulations of mate-
rial nature. He cannot go beyond that.

Therefore, in this world you cannot
find a Bhagavan, a supreme person
possessing all these opulences. That is
not possible. But here it is said, bhaga-
van uvdca. That means Krsna is the
richest, the strongest, the most beauti-
ful, the wisest, and the most renounced.
He proved that by His actions when He
was present in the material world, on
this globe.

In this age, at the present moment,
if a person can provide for his family
nicely—nice apartment or nice house,
good dress, good food—he’s consid-
ered to be a very successful man. That
is mentioned in the §astra [scripture]:
daksyam kutumba-bharanam. Kutum-
ba means “family.” If one can provide
for his family very comfortably, he is
considered very expert. But family
maintenance is done by cats and dogs.
They also maintain their family, their
wife and children, very nicely, accord-
ing to their standard. But this age is so
fallen that one is considered expert if
he can obtain the preliminary necessi-
ties of life: eating, sleeping, sex, and
protection from fear.

The age is so fallen that people have
no food even. We all know how things
are going on. People are hungry. No
food. They have difficulty sleeping.
Nobody’s married timely, either boys
or girls. And nobody’s secure. Nobody
knows what will happen at the next
moment. These are symptoms of the

current age, Kali-yuga.
Kali-yuga means:

prayenalpayusah sabhya
kalav asmin yuge janah
mandah sumanda-matayo
manda-bhagya hy upadrutah

“0 learned one, in this iron age of Kali
men have but short lives. They are quar-
relsome, lazy, misguided, unlucky, and,
above all, always disturbed.” Alpa
ayusah: people live a very short time.
The duration of life is reducing. Any-
one can see that. His forefather, his
grandfather, lived for, say, a hundred
years. His father lived for eighty years.
And he’s going to live for sixty years.
In this way, the duration of life will be

reduced to twenty years. That has been |

foretold. If a man lives for twenty to
thirty years, he will be considered a
very old man.

That day is coming. Because how

will they live? There is no eating, there |

is no sleeping. These are required.
Annad bhavanti bhitani. Simply by
hearing dry lectures, how will people
feel happy? There must be sufficient
food grains so that people may live
happily and the animals may live hap-
pily. Especially in India you will see. No
animal is fatty, either cat, dog, or cow.
They have no food.

Annad bhavanti bhiitani. Everyone
must be given sufficient food. Krsna
does not say, “Fast and chant Hare

Krsna.” Krsna is not so impractical. He |

says, “Eat very nicely, maintain your-
self very nicely, and chant Hare Krsna.
Make your life successful.” That is the
program of the Krsna consciousness
movement.

The Krsna consciousness move-
ment is not one-sided—it is all-
embracing. Sarve sukhino bhavantu.
The Krsna consciousness movement
wants to see everyone happy. Without
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being happy, how you can remain
peaceful? That is not possible.
Therefore: bhagavan uvaca. Take
lessons from Bhagavan, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, the all-perfect.
What will you gain by hearing this ras-
cal or that rascal? Try to hear from the
Supreme Personality without any fault,
without any deviation. There are four
kinds of defects in conditional life: we
have imperfect senses,and we have the
tendency to commit mistakes, to be in
illusion, and to cheat. We are all in-
fected with these four deficiencies of
life, or material conditions of life.
One who is free from these defects
is called mukta, liberated. Those in-
fected with these defects cannot give
you perfect knowledge. That is not pos-
sible. How can anyone gather perfect
knowledge with imperfect senses?
They can simply say,“Perhaps,” “It may
be,” “Most probably.” That’s all. Theo-
ries. Nobody can say, “It is like this.”
On the other hand, in the Vedas it is
said, for example, exactly how many

| varieties of life there are. Jalaja nava-

laksani sthavard laksa-vimsati, krmayo
rudra-savkhyakah . . . Exact numbers:
900,000 species of life in the water,
2,000,000 varieties of trees and plants,
1,100,000 varieties of insects, 1,000,000
types of birds, 3,000,000 types of ani-
mals, and 400,000 types of humans.
Everything is exactly calculated. That
is Vedic knowledge.

How does this perfect knowledge
come? Here Krsna says, iman vivas-
vate yogam proktavan aham avyayam.
Avyayam means “that which does not
deviate, that which is perfect.” If you
want to know perfect knowledge, you
have to hear from Krsna.

Therefore: bhagavan uvaca. Bhaga-
van means the supreme wise, the most
powerful, the most influential, the most
beautiful, the most learned, the most
renounced. Just see Bhagavan’s renun-



ciation. If we construct a building, how
attached we become to that building!
But Krsna has constructed the whole
universe. We have no idea what the
universe is. We have no idea what this
planet is. We are trying to go to the
moon, but we have no exact idea even
of the moon. And there are innumer-
able planets. Yasya prabha prabha-
vato jagad-anda-koti-kotisu vasudhadi-
vibhiti-bhinnam. Each planet is of a
different type, a different climate, a
different standard of life, different fa-

cilities. And there are innumerable |

planets. You cannot even count them
all. This is only one universe, and there
are millions of universes.

So Krsna, or the Supreme Lord, is
the creator of these all universes. Still,
He does not come here. Or, rather, He
comes occasionally. But He does not
claim this place. You utilize. He has
given it to you. “You living entities, you
wanted to enjoy this material world. All
right, I give it to you. Enjoy.”

Beginning from Brahma, down to
the ant, all living entities are enjoying,
and they’re creating their own karma-
phala, karmic reactions. And because

the soul is creating his karma-phala, |
| Vyasadeva. And then Vyasadeva put

he’s getting another body: sometimes
an ant’s body, sometimes Brahma’s
body, sometimes a cat’s body, some-
times an American body, sometimes an
Indian body, sometimes a monkey’s
body. In this way we are wandering all
over the universes. This is called the
material disease.

One who is wise, learned, should try
to understand how to get out of the
cycle of birth and death. Now you have
got this American body, a body from a
very nice, rich nation. And we have got
an Indian body. That’s all right. But
what is the next life? People do not
know. You prepare for the future by
education, but how are you preparing
for the next life? People do not know
whether or not there is life after death.
Such fools we are that we do not know.

Therefore we have to hear from the
perfect person, Krsna. Krsna says, dehi-
no ‘smin yathd dehe. That is the first in-
struction. Dehino ’smin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanam jard, tatha
dehantara-praptih. That is the begin-
ning of spiritual education. Dehantara-
praptih. We have to change this body,
transmigrate from this body to another

body. Transmigration is subtle, but no
university teaches how the soul trans-
fers from one body to another or what
kind of body you are going to get next.
There is no such science being taught.
But the change of body is our real
problem.

Therefore we have to hear from
Krsna, Bhagavan, the Supreme, the
person who can give us perfect knowl-
edge. That is the process. If we really
want knowledge, we have to hear from
Krsna. And Krsna is so kind, He came
personally.

yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata

abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanari srjamy aham

“Whenever and wherever there is a
decline in religious practice, O descen-
dant of Bharata, and a predominant
rise of irreligion—at that time I de-
scend Myself.” Krsna comes. He’s so
kind. He comes, He personally gives
instruction, and He leaves the instruc-
tion recorded. Bhagavad-gita was spo-
ken by Krsna to Arjuna, and it was
recorded by Sanjaya, by the grace of

the conversation in the Mahabharata.
Mahabharata means “The History of
Greater India.” The whole planet is
called Bharata, or Bharata-varsa. And
the history of the whole planet is called
Mahabharata.

GITA IS FOR EVERYONE

The Bhagavad-gita is set in the
Mahabharata for the enlightenment of
all human beings. It is not meant for
the Hindus, for the Indians, for the
brahmanas. No. It is meant for every-
one, so that they can take perfect
knowledge from Krsna and be happy.
If you actually want to become happy,
then accept Krsna’s instructions. If you
want to save yourself from this fallen
condition, take instruction from Krsna.
Do not deviate. Do not try to interpret
Krsna’s instructions in your own whim-
sical way. Simply try to understand
what Krsna says. That’s all. Then your
life will be perfect.

Therefore Krsna says,“Try to under-
stand Bhagavad-gita by this process.”
What is that process? Imari vivasvate
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yogam proktavan aham avyayam: “1
first of all spoke to the sun-god, Viva-
svan.” The sun is there, but nobody
knows what is in the sun. The so-called
scientists and philosophers don’t know.
But it is possible to talk with the sun-
god personally, provided you become
qualified by Krsna’s grace. Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
He can go anywhere. The sun is a fiery
planet. The bodies there are made of
fire, just as here the bodies are made
of earth. There are also planets where
the bodies are made of water. These
are the material elements. Bhiimir apo
‘nalo vayuh. Earth, water, fire, air—
they are all material. I may have a suit-
able body to live on this earthly plan-
et. The fish has a certain body to live
in the water. The fish cannot live on
the land. You cannot live in the water.
That does not mean it is impossible to
live in the water. Similarly, because
you cannot live in the fire, that does not
mean it is impossible for others.
To think it is impossible is foolish-
ness. The sun planet is made of fire.
Those who have a suitable body can
live there.

The atmosphere is different on ev-
ery planet. The atmosphere in the wa-
ter is different from that of the land,
but we know there are living entities
within the water, on the land, in the air,

| within the earth, within the ether. |

Therefore the living entity is called
sarva-ga, “present everywhere.” The
body is differently made for different
atmospheres, but the spirit soul is the
same. Your spirit soul and my spirit soul
are the same. But your body is called

| an American body, and my body is
called an Indian body. That is the dif-

ference. Similarly, you and I are dressed
differently. The body is just like a dress
for the soul.

The first point of spiritual knowl- |

edge is this: “I am not this body.” Then
spiritual knowledge begins. Other-
wise there is no possibility of spiritual
knowledge. One who is thinking,“I am
this body; this body is my self,” is a ras-
cal, an animal. That’s all. This rascal ani-
malism is going on all over the world.
“I am American,”“I am Indian,”“I am
a brahmana,” “1 am ksatriya.” This is
rascaldom. You have to go above this.
Then there is spiritual knowledge. That
is bhakti-yoga.

mari ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gundan samatityaitan
brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional
service, unfailing in all circumstances,
at once transcends the modes of ma-
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terial nature and thus comes to the
level of Brahman.” Only by bhakii-
yoga can you come to the spiritual plat-
form. Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, “I
am not a brahmana, | am not a ksatriya,
I am not a §iidra, | am not a brahma-
car, I am not a grhastha, I am not a
vanaprastha . . .” Our Vedic civiliza-
tion is based on varna [occupation]
and dsrama [spiritual order]. So Cai-

| tanya Mahaprabhu denied all these

things: “I do not belong to any one
of these.” Then what is Your posi-
tion? Gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor
dasa-dasanudasah: “1 am eternally the
servant of Krsna, the maintainer of
the gopis [cowherd girls].” And Cai-

| tanya Mahaprabhu preached: jivera

svaritpa haya krsnera nitya-dasa. That
is our identity: We are eternal servants
of Krsna.

The servants who have rebelled
against Krsna have come to the mate-
rial world. To reclaim these servants,
Krsna comes. And Krsna says,

paritranaya sadhiinar
vinasaya ca duskrtam

dharma-samsthapanarthaya
sambhavami yuge yuge

“To deliver the pious and to annihilate
the miscreants, as well as to reestab-
lish the principles of religion, I Myself
appear, millennium after millennium.”

Krsna comes. He’s so kind.

Let us take advantage of Krsna's
coming here, leaving behind the Gira.
Read it perfectly, and make your life
perfect. That is the purpose of the
Krsna consciousness movement. It is
not a bogus movement. It is a most sci-
entific movement. Outside India, the
Europeans and Americans are taking
advantage of it. Why not the Indian
youth? What is wrong? That is not
good. Let us join together, start the
Krsna consciousness movement very
seriously, and deliver suffering human-
ity. That is our purpose.

People are suffering for want of
knowledge. All necessities of life are
available, but they are being misman-
aged by the rogues and thieves. Be-
come perfect in Krsna consciousness,
take the management, and make your
life successful.

Thank you very much. €



Glossary

A carya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—Lord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdarigas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe”).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the §iidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.



GRADUATE

A high school graduation inspires thoughts on
raising a child in Krsna consciousness.

by Arcana Siddhi Devi Dasi
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Y HUSBAND and I take a seat
on the shiny varnished bleach-
ers in the large arena used for
basketball games. The well-dressed
crowd sits in anticipation as their sons
and daughters, filing through the rear
entrance in dark blue caps and gowns,
prepare to graduate from high school.

I spot my son, Narayana, standing
in the procession. His searching eyes
meet mine,and we exchange grins. Un-
expected tears fill my eyes. My husband
squeezes my hand to comfort me.

I'm flooded with emotions and
memories of the past seventeen years
as a mother to my only child. Mental
snapshots of his childhood appear: A
plump colicky infant crying inconsol-
ably in his wind-up swing. A mischie-
vous toddler sneaking out of the room
during nap time. A saintly looking four-
year-old in saffron robes and shaved
head, happily dancing in the temple to
the rhythm of drums and cymbals. A
child with a sleep disorder roaming our




While it is the role of the parents to assist the child
in making spiritual progress, children also inadvertently
assist in their parents’ progress as well.

apartment at night, and me up watch-
ing him to make sure he is safe. A
gurukula student standing with folded
hands, reciting memorized verses from
the ancient Vedic scriptures. A sensi-
tive child lovingly holding a baby goat
at the county fair. A frightened child
coming to sleep with me at night. A sad
child starting high school in public
school after being in the gurukula since
age five, sitting alone in the cafeteria,
with no friends and too shy to talk to
anyone. This mental picture increases
the tears as I remember feeling his pain
and so much wanting to protect him
from the hardships of growing up in the
material world.

Then there was the night he passed
out in the field near our house. His con-
cerned friends called us. When my hus-
band and I arrived, he was conscious
and lucid. He said he had fasted all day
and had gotten sick on bad pizza. I
wanted to believe him, but knew he was
making it up. The next day he admit-
ted to trying alcohol.

CHALLENGES
OF PARENTHOOD

Raising Krsna conscious children in
our Western culture is a difficult assign-
ment. It is said that it takes a village to
raise a child. Unfortunately, most devo-
tees don’t live in insulated Krsna con-
scious communities, and the influences
of the dominant culture insidiously
seep into our ashrams, temples, and
communities.

While Hare Krsna parents of my
generation chose to be devotees after
many years in materialistic life, our
children, though raised in a spiritual
atmosphere, often haven’t made that
internal commitment. They seem able
to follow the path of Krsna conscious-
ness in childhood, but as the influences

® o @

of adolescence take hold, many turn
away from the most basic practices.
Any parents who diligently raise a
child in a Krsna conscious atmosphere,
only to have their teenager reject, ig-
nore, or devalue the teachings and
practices, know the deep pain of per-
ceived failure. We feel we’ve failed be-
cause we're aware of the warning in the
Vedic scriptures that we shouldn’t be-
come a teacher, a guru, or a parent
unless we can deliver our dependents
from birth, death, disease, and old age,
the main miseries of life in the mate-
rial world. Still, if we’ve tried our best
we can take heart from other teachings
or examples in the scriptures. For in-
stance, we find examples of atheistic
parents whose child is a devotee of
Krsna, and we find examples of Krsna
conscious parents raising a child who
becomes an atheist. Even Srila Prabhu-
pada’s own children apparently didn’t
take up Krsna consciousness whole-
heartedly. The scriptures also teach
us that if we become qualified devo-
tees of the lord, as is Srila Prabhupada,
then our family members are automati-
cally delivered from material existence
despite their own disqualification.

THE STORY OF CITRAKETU

While it is the role of the parents to
assist the child in making spiritual
progress, children also inadvertently
assist in their parents’ progress as well.
One of the most dramatic examples of
this is the story of King Citraketu, re-
counted in Srimad-Bhagavatam. King
Citraketu was a respected king with
great riches and power, but no children.
His many wives were all barren.

Seeing the king’s distress, Angira, a
great sage, visited the king and blessed
him to have a son. Angira told the king
that the child’s name would be Harsa-
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$oka, or “Happiness-Distress.” The
king assumed that the child would just
be mischievous and naughty at times,
as were all children, and so dismissed
the omen of the child’s name.

Soon one of the king’s wives gave
birth to a beautiful boy. The king, in-
fatuated with the child and the child’s
mother, neglected his other wives,who
became distraught. Envy clouded their
intelligence, and they plotted to poison
the child. Seeing his dead son, the king
lamented piteously.

Had the story ended here, the king
most likely would have been consumed
by his loss. But Angira Muni, accom-
panied by the transcendental sage
Narada, appeared before the king. By
his mystic power, Narada Muni sum-
moned the spirit soul who had left the
child’s body. Obeying the order, the
soul re-entered the child’s dead body.
Because of the presence of the soul, the
body again became animated, and
Narada asked the child to speak to his
parents, the king and queen.

“According to the results of my
fruitive activities,” the child said,*I, the
living being, transmigrate from one
body to another, sometimes going to
the species of the demigods, sometimes
to the species of lower animals, some-
times among the vegetables, and some-
times to the human species. Therefore,
in which birth were these my mother
and father? No one is actually my
mother and father. How can I accept
these two people as my parents?”

As the child spoke transcendental
knowledge, the king realized the error
of his perception. He had been think-
ing, “This child is mine, born to give me

| pleasure.” But now the king could see

differently. The spirit soul he was think-
ing to be his son was occupying that
body only temporarily. The king, now

(please turn to page 33)



“Create Ideal Men”

This exchange between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada and Australia’s director of re-
search for the Department of Social Welfare took place at
the Melbourne ISKCON center, on May 21, 1975.

Srila Prabhupada: The defect of the Western countries is
that practically there is no social structure. The father and
mother divorce, and the children become aimless. In most
cases this is the defect.

Director: That happens. Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: I have seen this pattern with many of
my students. Their whole family becomes disrupted, be-
cause the father and mother—even in old age—di-
vorce. I have seen the mother of one of my students.

His father was a very good businessman. Very nice
family, with a good income. All of a sudden, the fa-

ther and mother disagreed about something and gota & ¥

divorce. The sons were thrown into confusion; the
daughters were thrown into confusion.

Director: That’s the kind of cases we deal with.

Srila Prabhupada: The father married again, and the
mother married again. They were not happy, and also,
the business closed. So by this one instance I can under-
stand how, in the Western countries, people have broken
away from the traditional social structure. Of course, the
root cause is godlessness. That is the root cause.

Director: And now divorce is getting easier, too. Isn’t it?
Srila Prabhupada: That is a very dangerous law—to allow
divorce. Divorce should not be allowed. Even if there is
some disagreement between husband and wife, it should
be ignored. The great political strategist Canakya Pandita
says, dampatye kalahe caiva bahvarambhe laghu kriya:“The
husband and wife’s quarrel should not be taken very seri-
ously.” Further, @ja yuddhe: “A marital fight is just like a
fight between two goats.” The goats may be fighting
very spiritedly, but if you say “Hut!” they will go away.
Similarly, the fight between husband and wife should
not be taken very seriously. Let them fight for some
time; they will stop automatically. But now when the
husband and wife fight, each goes to a lawyer, and the
lawyers give encouragement. “Yes, let us go to the
divorce court.” This is going on.

So the first defect of modern society is the law
allowing divorce. Another defect: there is no method
for training a man to become first-class. That ‘g
method is there in the Vedic civilization. Now,
of course, that method is also abolished, due
to the degradation of this modern age.

Formerly, though, society was divided into
four classes—brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas,

Siidras: advisors, administrators, merchants, and workers.
The brahmanas were first-class men—ideal. But in today’s
society there is no ideal man. Society should have some liv-
ing example, so that people can see, “Oh, here is an ideal
man.” And the ideal man is described here in our Bhagavad-
gitda. Any man can be trained. And if even just one percent
of the people become ideal, the remaining ninety-nine per-
cent will see and follow. But now there are no ideal men.
That is the defect.
So we are train-
ing people to be-
come ideal men.
That is the pur-
pose of this
movement.
And in practi-
cal terms, you
can see what
our students
. were in their
L (please turn to
page 28)
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SPIRITUAL PLACES

The author
holds his
marble deity
of Lord
Nrsivha,
which he had
custom made
in Jagannatha
Puri.

A young Krsna devotee
sets off on a dangerous
journey to ancient temples
of his lifelong deity.

by Dhruva Dasa

ents in the large Hare Krsna com-

munity of New Vrindavan, West
Virginia. From my infancy my parents
brought me to the temple each day.
Gradually, as a young child I grew
attached to the large, fierce-looking
deity of Krsna’s form as Lord Nrsimha-
deva (Narasimha) and His foremost
devotee, the boy-saint Prahlada. When

IN 1980 1WAS BORN to devotee par-



The nine forms of Lord
Nrsirha in the order in which
they are traditionally visited
at Ahovalam (clockwise
from top left):

(1) Laksmi-Nrsiriha

(2) Bhargava-Nrsirha

(3) Catravada-Nrsiriha

(4) Yogananda-Nrsiritha
(5) Karaiija-Nrsimha

(6) Ugra-Nrsirha

(7) Jvala-Nrsiriha

(8) Mohaloha-Nrsimha

(9) Bhavana-Nrsimha

I was six, Prahlada’s age, the priest
allowed me to assist him in the tem-
ple worship of Lord Nrsimhadeva.
Although the Lord looked frightening,
I always felt protected when I stood
before Him.

When I was sixteen my family vis-
ited India. I fell in love with the spiri-
tual atmosphere there and decided to
return as soon as possible. By the time
I turned eighteen I had decided to
make the journey on my own. I worked
hard to save for the trip and agonized
over my itinerary. India is so big—
where should I go?

One day I visited the Hare Krsna
temple in Miami. As I glanced over a
large stack of old issues of Back to
Godhead, a stray breeze blew open the
top one to a full-page photo of Lord
Nrsimhadeva. The picture seemed to
beckon me. Reading the accompany-
ing article, I was amazed to learn about
a young sannyasi, Indradyumna Swa-
mi, who had made an incredible jour-
ney to Ahovalam, a remote South In-
dian holy place said to be the very spot
where Lord Nrsimhadeva dispatched
the evil Hiranyakasipu. His article in-
spired me so much that I set my mind
then and there on making the difficult
pilgrimage to Ahovalam.

WARNINGS

I began my India adventure in
Vrndavana, where I visited a remark-
able three-eyed deity of Nrsimhadeva.
From there I proceeded south to
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several well-known holy places, includ-
ing Srirangam and Tirupati, my last
stop before Ahovalam.

The devotees at the ISKCON Tiru-
pati temple asked me where I was go-
ing next. When I said Ahovalam, they
looked at me as if I were crazy and
urged me not to go. Seeing they could
not dissuade me, they strongly cau-
tioned me to stay only for one day and
get out of there. I thought they were
just joking until I realized that I was
the only one laughing. An experienced
devotee warned me that people there
try to rob and kill you and that the sur-
rounding jungle holds ferocious, wild
animals such as bears, tigers, and co-
bras. With these words of encourage-
ment [ felt terrified—but even more
excited! The journey would truly test
my faith in Lord Nrsimhadeva.

After a grueling ten-hour bus ride,
I arrived at the Allagada station, where
I'd catch the Ahovalam bus. As 1
waited, a large group of people sud-
denly surrounded me, the only blonde
kid in the whole station. An English-
speaking man asked where I was go-
ing. When I replied, “Ahovalam,” he
looked at me very strangely. When he
told the crowd what I had said, every-
one stared at me even more.

“Why do you want to go to such a
place?” he asked. “It is a very danger-
ous place.”

“I am going to see Lord Nrsimha-
deva,” I replied.

“May He protect you,” he uttered
gravely, and walked away.

Aboard the bus and getting closer
to Ahovalam, I could feel my limbs
start to tremble, and my heart beat fast.
I didn’t know what lay ahead, but I was
going to see my Lord at His home.

THE LORD
SENDS A GUIDE

After an hour on the bus through
the middle of nowhere, I reached
the tiny village of Lower Ahovalam,
There I saw Lord Nrsirhhadeva at the
Laksmi-Narasimha temple, the first of
nine forms of the Lord to be seen in
the Ahovalam area. Then I arranged
for some rough accommodations
—the only kind available. A shower
is a bucket of water you pour over
yourself.

Dhruva and his
guide, Madhu,
relax at Rama-

tirtha Ghat
(right) after
visiting Ahova-
lam’s nine
Nrsiritha temples.
Above: a cave
where Prahlada
is said to have
studied and
prayed. Above
right: the temple
of Ugra-Nrsinmha,
the sixth of the
nine forms.
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I was in the middle of my shower
when someone knocked on the door
and called out, “Hello. Hare Krsna!”

Having been warned about thieves,
I opened the door cautiously. There
stood two Indian men. One of them,
tall and saintly looking, introduced
himself as Madhu, from Vijaywada.
Years before, he had lived in an
ISKCON ashram and was now initi-
ated in the Ramanuja line. He said he’d
heard that I wanted to see all nine
forms of Lord Narasimha.

“Yes,” I answered, thinking, Word
sure gets around fast here.

He said, “I'm going to go tomor-
row morning. Why don’t we go to-
gether? I have been several times and
can take you to all nine forms.”

I felt convinced this must be Nrsim-
ha’s arrangement, so I readily agreed.
I asked Madhu how much he would
charge.

“I am glad just to serve another
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devotee,” he humbly replied.

Madhu said that to see all nine |

forms in one day, we would have to
spend the night in the jungle.

THE TREK BEGINS

In the morning I rose early and met
Madhu: We visited the nearby Laksmi-
Narasimha temple to pray for a safe
journey. Remembering a photograph
in the old Back to Godhead, 1 recog-
nized the same pijari who had taken

Indradyumna Swami on his tour here |

in 1979.

Our walk to Bhargava-Narasiriha,
the second of the nine local forms of
Nrsimhadeva, took us through a thick

| jungle with paths in all directions.

Madhu said that no matter how many
times you go there you can never
remember the way.

“You have to depend on the Lord,”
he said.
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The next thing you know, we were
lost. I felt nervous. We finally found the
way and arrived at the beautiful tem-
ple, where we chanted for a while. In
the past many great sages worshiped
the deity here. Madhu said that the
deity is named for Parasurama (also
known as Bhargava), the warrior incar-
nation of God. Parasurama had per-
formed penance near Ahovalam at a
place now known as Ramatirtha.

Next we set off to see the third form,
Catravada Narasimha. Madhu men-
tioned that if we were lucky we would
be able to see all nine forms on this
holy day. Catravada was a long walk
from town, but I was extremely pleased
to see Him. He was effulgent and had
a big smile. We were allowed to touch
our heads to His lotus feet.

Near Catravada is Yogananda Nara-
simha, the last of the nine forms of
Lord Narasirhha in Lower Ahova-
lam. He looked magnificent and
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The entrance to
the Varaha
Nrsimha cave/
temple (right),
where Dhruva
gets a close
audience with
Lord Varaha and
Lord Nrsirmha
(far right).

powerful. Of the nine Narasimhas,
Yogananda is said to be the most
merciful.

We ran back to catch the bus to
Upper Ahovalam, a trip through dan-
gerous and treacherous terrain. After
a while the bus stopped, and the driver
directed us to get off. I saw nothing
but jungle, but as the bus drove away,
the temple of Karafija Narasimha
came into view. He is named after a
fruit-bearing tree growing next to the
temple.

Having now visited the first five
Narasimha forms, we had to walk the
rest of the way to the next: Ugra Nara-
simha, a deity tucked in a cave between
two mountains. The walk was beauti-
ful. All around was an untouched
jungle, overgrown and full of wild ani-

mals, which, fortunately, we did not
encounter. Soon we reached the tem-
ple of Ugra Narasimha, constructed
inside His cave. The deity looked fero-
cious. We prayed for a safe trip to our
next stop, the Ugra Stambha, said to
be the actual pillar from which Lord
Narasimha appeared.

ATOP THE
HISTORIC PILLAR

After a side trip to the ancient Vara-
ha Narasimha cave/temple, we fol-
lowed an adjacent stream bed to the
Ugra Stambha and the seventh form,
Jvala Narasimha. The terrain proved
most difficult. Madhu told me that not

many people make this journey be-
cause it requires crossing a huge and |
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dangerous waterfall. On the way up I
saw a couple of wooden boxes next to
the path.

“Those are for the people who died
making the climb,” Madhu said.

I didn’t need to hear that.

Nestled on the side of a cliff, the
Jvala Narasimha temple is said to be
the exact spot where the Lord killed
the demon Hiranyakasipu. Next to the
temple is a large stream. At the spot
where Narasimhha washed his hands
after killing the demon, the water flows
blood-red and even feels like blood.

After more climbing we reached the

| top of the large stone pillar. The view

was spectacular. I couldn’t believe I'd
actually made it. We’d been walking all
day long, with very little to eat and just
water to drink, but I hadn’t thought of



A colorful statue of Hanuman
(left) stands outside the temple of
Jyoti Nrsirmha. Above, sculptures
decorate the well-maintained
Laksmi-Nrsimha temple.

anything except the thrill of being in
this spiritual place.

My contentment was short-lived;
now it was time to go to the eighth
form, which meant another long walk
through the mountains. At last we
reached the temple of Mohaloha Nara-
simha, situated on the side of a moun-
tain. According to Madhu, Laksmi did
penance to marry the Lord here.

Next we went to the Prahlada
school, which has Sanskrit writing on
the walls dating from the days of Pra-
hlada’s studies here. Near this high,
mountainous spot was another cave,
with a beautiful Yoga Narasimha deity
in it. But we still had one more desti-
nation: the Bhavana Narasimha deity,
four miles away.

Although Madhu had warned me
not to walk ahead on the path, I did
so anyway. Suddenly a huge cobra
slithered in front of me. It seemed to
be ten feet long. I heeded Madhu’s
warning and let him lead. The jungle
was so dangerous, even in the day-
time. Now it was close to dark, and
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we still had miles to go.

As we ascended the mountain trail,
nearby villagers screamed angrily at us.
Madhu just kept walking. When we
reached a mountain-top stopping
point, he told me they were saying that
it is forbidden to enter the jungle at
night because of the wild animals.
People who go in, they said, never
come out again. They also said that
no one should go to the Bhavana
temple at night, because at that time
the demigods come to worship Lord
Narasimha.

Now I was really scared. Then I saw
a dead snake in the middle of the path.
A bad omen, Madhu said, but we just
had to depend on the Lord for protec-
tion. Suddenly it was pitch black. I
pulled out my tiny flashlight. I shook
with fear and prayed to Lord Nara-
sirhha for protection.

PROTECTED BY FIRE

In spite of the dark we somehow
made it over the big mountain. As we
did, we were amazed to see that the
forest ahead was on fire, except for the
small path we were following,

I thought, It must be Lord Nara-
sirtha lighting up the jungle and keep-
ing wild animals away.

The fire went on all the way to the
temple.

Atlast we reached the ninth and last
deity. Lord Narasirhha and His consort
looked so beautiful. We thanked Him
for allowing us to attain His audience.

We were exhausted, and it was too
dark to go back, so we decided to sleep
in the front area of the tiny temple. I
tried to go to sleep, but I felt too ex-
cited and amazed to be sleeping in the
Lord’s temple.

Suddenly 1 felt something sniffing
and touching the back of my neck and
ear. I jumped up and saw nothing.
Madhu said he would stay up to see
what it was. He turned on the flashlight
and began telling me wonderful stories
about the Lord. Then, with a loud pop,
the brand-new flashlight went out. We
tried everything to fix it, but without
success.

Just at that moment the wind started
to blow ferociously. I wondered if we
were offending the demigods by being
here. After a while I fell asleep, only to

Madhu points
to the Ugra
Stambha
(above), said to
be the pillar
from which
Lord Nrsirmha
appeared. At
right: the temple
of Bhavana
Nrsimha, the
ninth form.
Dhruva and
Madhu spent the
night inside.

22 BACKTO GODHEAD « JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2001




be awakened by Madhu frantically
pulling me into the temple’s inner sanc-
tum. I was so groggy I didn’t ask why.
Madhu hastily slammed the gate shut
and secured it as best he could.

FURRY GUESTS

Looking up I was stunned to real-
ize I was sitting right at the base of
Lord Narasimhadeva’s lotus feet. I lay
down and felt at peace. Then a bone-
chilling roar broke the stillness.

I froze and whispered to Madhu,
“What was that?”

He assured me there was nothing to
worry about.

“Just go to sleep,” he said.

The next morning we set off for a
long walk to two more Narasiriha
temples, named Giridhari and Jyoti.
Jyoti was the most amazing and fero-
cious deity of all I'd seen. His name
indicates that the forest would always
be burning because of His anger.

From Jyoti we were able to catch a
bus back to Ahovalam. It took seven

(please turn to page 41)

The climb to the top
of the Ugra Stambha
(left) is difficult, but
Dhruva met the
challenge (below).




BIOGRAPHY

DRAUPADI

Emblem of Surrender

Although married to five of the greatest warriors on earth,
only Krsna could protect her.

by Satyaraja Dasa

find that God sometimes reveals His presence

through ordinary objects. In the Bible, for ex-
ample, He appears before Moses as a burning bush.
Elsewhere in the Bible, a beam of light and as a voice
from on high signify His presence. It should not be
surprising, then, that in the epic Mahabharata He
lets the members of a royal assembly know He’s
present—though unseen by them—by supplying an
endless sari for His devotee Draupadi.

The Vaisnava tradition sees Draupadi as the very
emblem of surrender to the Lord. She was a prin-
cess of the ancient Indian kingdom of Panchala. The
Mahdabhdrata says that she is an expansion of the
goddess Laksmi, consort of Lord Visnu. In the life
just before her birth as Draupadi, she was an as-
cetic woman named Nalayani. Lord Siva, best of the
devas, or demigods, blessed her to have five virtu-
ous husbands in her next life. So as Draupadi she
became the wife of the Pandava brothers, the he-
roes of the Mahabharata. (Although monogamy was
the norm in India even at that time, five thousand
years ago, polygamous and polyandrous marriages
were known among the warrior class.)

IN THE WORLD’S RELIGIOUS traditions, we

DRAUPADI’S MARRIAGE

When Draupadi reached marriageable age, her
father, King Draupada, held a magnificent celebra-
tion during which she would choose her husband.

Warriors came from all over to show their mas-
tery of military arts and vie for her hand. Arjuna,
the most skilled archer among Pandava brothers,
easily won the contest—and the bride. On return-
ing home, Arjuna told his mother, Kunti Devi [see
BTG, May/June, 2000], that he had won a valu-
able prize. Without turning to look, Kunti replied,
“Whatever it is, share it with your brothers.”

Because of Kunti’s spotless character, her
words could never prove false. So, after a discus-
sion of propriety and Vedic precedent, each of the
five brothers accepted Draupadi as his wife.

Draupadi was a dutiful wife of great integrity.
She selflessly accompanied her husbands during
their forest exile after they had lost their kingdom
to the Kauravas. She accepted her husbands’ fate
as her own. While in the forest, she offered them
much needed comfort and solace. And when re-
quired, she spurred them into action.

A womarn of courage and determination, Drau-
padi stood her ground in marital disputes. For
example, she rebuked Yudhisthira for his grave
error in gambling away the kingdom. Yudhisthira
nearly cost Draupadi her honor and even her
life. Before losing the kingdom, Yudhisthira had
wagered Draupadi and lost. So the Kauravas,
the avowed enemies of the Pandavas, claimed
Draupadi as their own. The Kaurava Duhsasana
dragged Draupadi by the hair into the gambling
arena and the presence of royalty and elders.

At right: Lord Krsna protects the chastity of Draupadi by supplying an endless sari.
On the following page: Draupadi shows compassion toward Asvatthama, the murderer of her sons.
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Infuriated and humiliated, Draupadi
argued that the Kauravas had tricked
Yudhisthira into the rigged gambling
match. And since she was the wife of
all five Pandavas, she said, Yudhisthira
had no right to decide alone to wager
her. She questioned the ethics behind
the whole affair and spoke lucidly
about the deviousness of the Kauravas.
But the Kauravas would not hear it.
They berated her, and Duh$asana tried
to rip off her sari. She protect herself
for a while, but eventually she realized
that Duhs$asans’s strength too great.
She threw up her arms in surrender—
not to the Kauravas, but to Krsna.
“Krsna!” she cried. “O Govinda!
O Kesava! O beloved of the gopis
and Lord of Vrndavana! O Janardana,
You are the destroyer of all affliction.
I am sinking into the Kaurava ocean.

O Lord, O soul of the universe, O cre- |

ator of the world, save me! I am dis-
tressed and losing my senses in this
evil assembly!”

In Dvaraka, hundreds of miles away,
Lord Krsna heard her prayers. He
came to her rescue by supplying un-
ending cloth. The more DuhS$asana
pulled, the more Draupadi’s sari in-
creased. Shocked by the miracle be-
fore him, Duhs$asana fell to the floor
exhausted.

The image of Draupadi with arms
upraised in total dependence on Krsna
inspires surrender in devotees even

today. It reminds them of a devotee |

who, long ago,showed herself to be the |

very emblem of surrender.
Lord Krsna’s supplying unending

cloth to Draupadi has its roots in an |

earlier exchange that took place in
Indraprastha, the Pandava’s kingdom.
While Lord Krsna was visiting, Drau-

padi, despite having many servants, |
personally served Him, winning His |

affection. One day Krsna cut His fin-
ger while paring fruit. Draupadi quick-
ly tore off a piece of her sari to ban-
dage the cut.

Accepting the cloth, Lord Krsna

smiled and said, “O gentle lady, I will
surely repay this gift of your sari.”

Although Krsna’s body is completely |
spiritual, He can choose to bleed if it |

enhances an exchange of love between
Himself and His devotee.
An incident at the end of the Bat-

tle of Kurukshetra elicited from Drau- |

padi an astonishing display of com-
passion. Avatthama, the son of Dro-
na, the Pandava’s military teacher,
killed Draupadi’s five sons in their
sleep. For this cowardly, heinous act,
Arjuna captured him and brought him
before Draupadi to decide his fate.
Arjuna was ready to kill Asvattdma on
the spot, encouraged by Lord Krsna.
But Draupadi stopped him.

“Release him,” she said. “Don’t
make the wife of Drona cry like me.”

Rising above hatred and vengence,
Draupadi showed the world a superla-
tive example of selfless love and the

heart of a Vaisnava.

Because of her pure love for Krsna,
Draupadi naturally achieved His as-
sociation after death. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam says that she and her hus-
bands returned to the spritual world in
the same bodies with which, here on
earth, they had taken part in Lord
Krsna’s eternal pastimes. )

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to Back to Godhead. He has written
several books on Krsna consciousness.
He and his wife live in New York City.

The History of Draupadi’s Birth

IN YOUTH, Prince Drupada and
the brahmana boy Drona, son of
the sage Bharadvaja, played and
studied together as close friends.
But when Drupada became king,
he looked down on Drona and
refused his friendship. Vowing
revenge, Drona traveled to Hasti-
napura, where the great Kuru
elder Bhisma turned over to him
his grandsons, the Kurus and the
Pandavas, for military training.

Though a brahmana, Drona
had received celestial weapons
from Parasurama, the incarnation
of Lord Krsna who had de-
scended to destroy the irreli-
gious ruling class. After Drona
had taught his students all the
military arts, he sent them to
conquer Drupada’s kingdom.
When they brought Drupada
before him, Drona told Drupada
that they could now be friends,
since they both had kingdoms:
Drona would keep half of Dru-
pada’s kingdom, conquered by
Drona’s students, and let
Drupada keep the other half.

Humiliated, Drupada left
Hastinapura with but one wish—
to get a son who would uphold
his name by killing Drona. After
pleasing the sage Yaja, Drupada
convince him to help him attain
his goal. Yaja prepared a special
dish, which, when taken by

Drupada’s queen, would make
her conceive twins. When Yaja
offered the queen the dish, how-
ever, she said she wasn’t ready,
and the sage offered the dish into
the sacrificial fire.

From out of the fire came a
warrior, glowing like the fire it-
self. Dressed for battle, he let out
warrior cries. Yaja named him
Dhrstadyumna, signifying a bold,
courageous person born from
shining light. He was destined to
kill Drona.

Then from the middle of the
sacrificial fire arose an enchant-
ingly beautiful maiden. No
woman on earth could match her
beauty. A voice from the sky
announced that she had come to
fulfill a divine mission and would
be would be the ruin of many
kings.

Yaja revealed that because she
would be a great devotee of
Krsna and because she was dark
(krsna), she would be called
Krsna.

She was also known as Drau-
padi, and her mistreatment at the
gambling match between Yudhi-
sthira and Sakuni was one of the
main causes of the Battle of
Kurukshetra—a battle ultimately
arranged by Lord Krsna to rid
the world of its burden of
demoniac kings.
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In Indian society if anyone drank, he was rejected;
~ he was not regarded as a gentleman.

“CREATE IDEAL MEN”
(continued from page 15)

previous life and what they are now.
Therefore, the government should es-
tablish an institution to create ideal
men. We can help.

Director: But becoming an ideal man
would be very difficult for the grown
men who come to us, although it would
be possible for the kids who come.
Srila Prabhupada: No, even the grown
men can live according to these spiri-
tual principles, just as my disciples are
living. My disciples have not been with
me since childhood; when they met me,
they were already grown men. They are
coming from the same group. But they
are now saintly. It is simply a matter of
training them.

The thing is, at present I have no fa-
cility. Whatever I have done has been
by personal endeavor and their coop-
eration. None of your Western govern-
ments has helped me, nor did my
government help me, although we are
struggling to make a class of men ideal.
Of course, they appreciate, but they do
not give us any practical support.

For instance, we have purchased this
house by our endeavor, with great dif-
ficulty, because we have no income. I
write my books; then we sell and get
some income. So somehow or other,
we expand, but no government is help-
ing us. Rather, they are facilitating
brothels and liquor shops.

Atleast, formerly in India there was
no drinking propaganda. Now the gov-
ernment is even making that. They are
opening wine shops. In India, even in
the British period, drinking was very,
very restricted. Very, very restricted.
First of all, in Indian society if anyone
drank, he was rejected; he was not re-
garded as a gentleman. A drunkard was
never respected.

Similarly, meat-eaters. A meat-eater
was considered a third-class man. In
our childhood we saw that when
people learned to eat meat, they did it
very secretly, not within their own

home. Instead, they ate meat far away
from home, with someone else doing
the cooking. It was considered very
abominable to eat meat or to drink.
As for illicit sex, that also was very
rare. Young women were kept strictly
under the supervision of parents. The
father would see that his daughter did
not mix with any boy. If a girl were to
go out at night and not come back, then
her life would be finished—nobody
would marry her. So the father had to
keep his daughter with great care. And
he was very, very anxious to find a suit-
able boy to whom he could hand his
daughter over for marriage. We saw all
this in our childhood. But now these
nice social customs are slackened.
Jawaharlal Nehru, our late prime min-
ister, introduced the divorce law, and
now Indian society is in a chaotic
condition.
Director: What can you do if society
wants divorce? Society wants it that
way.
Srila Prabhupada: “Society wants it.”
That’s like your child wants to go to
hell—but it is not your duty as his fa-
ther to allow him to go to hell.
“Society wants it.” Society does not
know the proper standard of spiritual
behavior, nor does the government
know how to uplift people. The gov-
ernment does not know. For all the

government knows, the animals and we |

human beings are the same. Simply, the
animals loiter naked, and we are nicely
dressed—that’s all. Civilization fin-
ished. I remain an animal, but my ad-
vancement is that I am very nicely
dressed. That is the standard now.

But our Vedic civilization is not like
that. The two-legged animal must
change his consciousness. He must be
trained up as a human being.

[To a disciple:] Bhagavad-gita lists
the qualities of the first-class man. You
can read them.

Disciple: Samo damas tapah Saucarn
ksantir arjavam eva ca / jiianam vijia-
nam astikyam brahma-karma svabhava-
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| jam:“Peacefulness,self-control,auster-

ity, purity, tolerance, honesty, knowl-
edge, wisdom, and religiousness—these
are the natural qualities by which the
brahmanas work.”

Srila Prabhupada: So people should be
trained according to these spiritual
principles. The way to immediately
solve all society’s problems is to start
an institution for training the four natu-
ral classes of men. Begin it. If there is
no training, how can you expect nice
citizens? If you allow a child to smoke
from the very beginning and to com-
mit all kinds of other sinful activities,
how can you expect him to be a nice
gentleman when he is grown up? It is
not possible.

Creating ideal men is possible
through this Krsna consciousness
movement. As you have said, older
men may not be so much inclined to

| come and join. But if we train men

from their childhood, then everything
is possible. It is not that all men can be
trained up spiritually. But if even a
small percentage of ideal men are in
society, at least people will think, “Oh,
here is the ideal.”

But now there is no such facility. We
are training our students, but some-
times people laugh: “What is this non-
sense?” They criticize. These leaders of
society do not encourage us. Yesterday
I was talking with a priest, and about
illicit sex he said, “What is the wrong

| there? It is a great pleasure.”

We are training our students accord-
ing to actual spiritual principles, and so
we are proclaiming that illicit sex is sin-
ful. In fact, our first condition is that
one must give up these four things: il-
licit sex, meat-eating, intoxication, and
gambling. This is my first condition be-
fore accepting people as my students.
So they agree and they follow.
Director: But not all the people we
encounter will do that.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, they will do that,
if a regular institution runs on in this
way—with all facility.



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

BHAKTI-YOGA
IN ALL ACTIVITIES

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna,
explains to His mother, Devahiiti, that all duties
should be performed for spiritual progress.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 32

34 forarn ShlfiaiHET: EaTeaRARIA:
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kriyaya kratubhir danais
tapah-svadhyaya-marsanaih

atmendriya-jayenapi
sannyasena ca karmanam

yogena vividhangena
bhakti-yogena caiva hi

dharmenobhaya-cihnena
vah pravrtti-nivrttiman

atma-tattvavabodhena
vairagyena drdhena ca

iyate bhagavan ebhih
saguno nirgunah sva-drk

kriyaya—by fruitive activities; kratubhih—Dby sacrificial
performances; danaih—by charity; tapah—austerities;
svadhyaya—study of Vedic literature; marsanaih—and by
philosophical research; atma-indriya-jayena—by controlling
the mind and senses; api—also; sannyasena—Dby renuncia-
tion; ca—and; karmanam—of fruitive activities; yogena—
by yoga practice; vividha-angena—of different divisions;
bhakti-yogena—by devotional service; ca—and; eva—cer-
tainly; ii—indeed; dharmena—Dby prescribed duties; ubhaya-
cihnena—having both symptoms; yah—which; pravriti
—attachment; nivriti-man—containing detachment; arma-
tattva—the science of self-realization; avabodhena—Dby un-
derstanding; vairagyena—by detachment; drdhena—strong;
ca—and; iyate—is perceived; bhagavan—the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead; ebhih—by these; sa-gunah—in the
material world; nirgunah—beyond the material modes;
sva-drk—one who sees his constitutional position.

By performing fruitive activities and sacrifices, by distrib-
uting charity, by performing austerities, by studying vari-
ous literatures, by conducting philosophical research, by
controlling the mind, by subduing the senses, by accepting
the renounced order of life and by performing the pre-
scribed duties of one’s social order; by performing the dif-
ferent divisions of yoga practice, by performing devotional
service and by exhibiting the process of devotional service
containing the symptoms of both attachment and detach-
ment; by understanding the science of self-realization and
by developing a strong sense of detachment, one who is
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

expert in understanding the different processes of self-
realization realizes the Supreme Personality of Godhead
as He is represented in the material world as well as in
transcendence.

PURPORT: As it is stated in the previous verse, one has to
follow the principles of the scriptures. There are different
prescribed duties for persons in the different social and spiri-
tual orders. Here it is stated that performance of fruitive
activities and sacrifices and distribution of charity are ac-
tivities meant for persons who are in the householder or-
der of society. There are four orders of the social system:
brahmacarya, grhastha, vanaprastha, and sannyasa. € For
the grhasthas, or householders, performance of sacrifices,
distribution of charity, and action according to prescribed
duties are especially recommended. Similarly, austerity,
study of Vedic literature, and philosophical research are
meant for the vanaprasthas, or retired persons. Study of the
Vedic literature from the bona fide spiritual master is meant
for the brahmacari, or student. Atmendriya-jaya, control of
the mind and taming of the senses, is meant for persons in
the renounced order of life. € All these different activities

are prescribed for different persons so that they may be |

elevated to the platform of self-realization and from there
to Krsna consciousness, devotional service.
The words bhakti-yogena caiva hi mean that whatever is

to be performed, as described in verse 34, whether yoga or |

sacrifice or fruitive activity or study of Vedic literature or
philosophical research or acceptance of the renounced or-
der of life, is to be executed in bhakti-yoga. The words caiva
hi, according to Sanskrit grammar, indicate that one must
perform all these activities mixed with devotional service;
otherwise such activities will not produce any fruit. Any
prescribed activity must be performed for the sake of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is confirmed in the
Bhagavad-gita (9.27), yat karosi yad asnasi: “Whatever you
do, whatever you eat, whatever you sacrifice, whatever aus-
terities you undergo, and whatever charities you give, the
result should be given to the Supreme Lord.” The word eva
is added, indicating that one must execute activities in such
a way. Unless one adds devotional service to all activities,
he cannot achieve the desired result, but when bhakti-yoga

(1) What are the respective prescribed duties
for householders, retired persons, stu-
dents, and persons in the renounced
order of life?

(2) What is the purpose of prescribed duties?
(3) What are two symptoms of advancement
in devotional service?
(4) What is the result of seeing one’s
constitutional position?
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is prominent in every activity, then the ultimate goal is sure.

One has to approach the Supreme Personality of God-
head, Krsna, as it is stated in Bhagavad-gita: “After many,
many births, one approaches the Supreme Person, Krsna,
and surrenders unto Him, knowing that He is everything.”
Also in Bhagavad-gita, the Lord says, bhoktaram yajha-
tapasam: “For anyone who is undergoing rigid austerity or
for anyone performing different kinds of sacrifices, the ben-
eficiary is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” He is the
proprietor of all planets, and He is the friend of every living
soul.

The words dharmenobhaya-cihnena mean that the
bhakti-yoga process contains two symptoms, namely attach-
ment for the Supreme Lord and detachment from all mate-
rial affinities. There are two symptoms of advancement in
the process of devotional service, just as there are two pro-
cesses taking place while eating. A hungry man feels strength
and satisfaction from eating, and at the same time he gradu-
ally becomes detached from eating any more. € Similarly,
with the execution of devotional service, real knowledge
develops, and one becomes detached from all material ac-
tivities.

In no other activity but devotional service is there such
detachment from matter and attachment for the Supreme.
There are nine different processes to increase this attach-
ment to the Supreme Lord: hearing, chanting, remember-
ing, worshiping, serving the Lord, making friendship,
praying, offering everything, and serving the lotus feet of
the Lord. The processes for increasing detachment from
material affinities are explained in verse 36.

One can achieve elevation to the higher planetary sys-
tems like the heavenly kingdom by executing one’s pre-
scribed duties and by performing sacrifices. When one is
transcendental to such desires because of accepting the re-
nounced order of life, he can understand the Brahman fea-
ture of the Supreme, and when one is able to see his real
constitutional position, he sees all other processes and be-
comes situated in the stage of pure devotional service. At
that time he can understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Bhagavan.

Understanding of the Supreme person is called armna-
tattva-avabodhena, which means “understanding of one’s
real constitutional position.” If one actually understands

| one’s constitutional position as an eternal servitor of the
| Supreme Lord, he becomes detached from the service of
| the material world. Everyone engages in some sort of ser-
| vice. If one does not know one’s constitutional position, one

engages in the service of his personal gross body or his fam-
ily, society, or country. @ But as soon as one is able to see
his constitutional position (the word sva-drk means “one
who is able to see”), he becomes detached from such mate-
rial service and engages himself in devotional service.

As long as one is in the modes of material nature and is
performing the duties prescribed in the scriptures, he can
be elevated to higher planetary systems, where the predomi-
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nating deities are material representations of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, like the sun-god, the moon-god,
the air-god, Brahma, and Lord Siva. All the different demi-
gods are material representations of the Supreme Lord. By
material activities one can approach only such demigods,
as stated in Bhagavad-gita (9.25). Yanti deva-vrata devan:
those who are attached to the demigods and who perform
the prescribed duties can approach the abodes of the demi-
gods. In this way, one can go to the planet of the Pitas, or
forefathers. Similarly, one who fully understands the real
position of his life adopts devotional service and realizes
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
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pravocam bhakti-yogasya
svariipam te catur-vidham
kalasya cavyakta-gater
Yo ‘ntardhavati jantusu

pravocam—explained; bhakti-yogasya—of devotional ser-
vice; svariipam—the identity; te—to you; catuh-vidham—
in four divisions; kalasya—of time; ca—also; avyakta-
gateh—the movement of which is imperceptible; yah—
which; antardhavati—chases; jantusu—the living entities.

My dear mother, I have explained to you the process of de-
votional service and its identity in four different social divi-
sions. I have explained to you as well how eternal time is

chasing the living entities, although it is imperceptible to |

them.

PURPORT: The process of bhakti-yoga, devotional service,
is the main river flowing down towards the sea of the Abso-
lute Truth, and all other processes mentioned are just like
tributaries. Lord Kapila is summarizing the importance of
the process of devotional service. Bhakti-yoga, as described
before, is divided into four divisions, three in the material
modes of nature and one in transcendence, which is untinged
by the modes of material nature. @ Devotional service
mixed with the modes of material nature is a means for
material existence, whereas devotional service without de-
sires for fruitive result and without attempts for empirical
philosophical research is pure, transcendental devotional
service.
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Jivasya sarisrtir bahvir
avidya-karma-nirmitah

yasy anga pravisann atma
na veda gatim atmanah

jivasya—of the living entity; sarisriih—courses of material
existence; bahvih—many; avidya—in ignorance; karma—
by work; nirmitah—produced; yasu—into which; anga—
My dear mother; pravisan—entering; arma—the living en-
tity; na—not; veda—understands; gatim—the movement;
atmanah—of himself.

There are varieties of material existence for the living en-
tity according to the work he performs in ignorance or for-
getfulness of his real identity. My dear mother, if anyone
enters into that forgetfulness, he is unable to understand
where his movements will end.

PURPORT: Once one enters into the continuation of ma-
terial existence, it is very difficult to get out. Therefore Krsna
comes Himself or sends His bona fide representative, and
He leaves behind scriptures like Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam, so that the living entities hovering in the dark-

| ness of nescience may take advantage of the instructions,

the saintly persons and the spiritual masters and thus be
freed. @ Unless the living entity receives the mercy of the
saintly persons, the spiritual master or Krsna, it is not pos-
sible for him to get out of the darkness of material exist-
ence; by his own endeavor it is not possible.

naitat khalayopadisen
navinitaya karhicit

na stabdhaya na bhinnaya
naiva dharma-dhvajaya ca

na—not; etar—this instruction; khalaya—to the envious;
upadisetr—one should teach; na—not; avinitaya—to the ag-
nostic; karhicit—ever; na—not; stabdhaya—to the proud;
na—not; bhinnaya—to the misbehaved; na—not; eva—cer-
tainly; dharma-dhvajaya—to the hypocrites; ca—also.

Lord Kapila continued: This instruction is not meant for
the envious, for the agnostics or for persons who are un-
clean in their behavior. Nor is it for hypocrites or for per-
sons who are proud of material possessions.

(5) What is the difference between pure and
mixed devotional service?

(6) What is essential for the living entity to
get our of material existence?
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na lolupayopadisen

na grharudha-cetase
nabhaktaya ca me jatu

na mad-bhakta-dvisam api

na—not; lolupaya—to the greedy; upadiset—one should |
instruct; na—not; grha-aridha-cetase—to one who is too |

attached to family life; na—not; abhaktaya—to the non-
devotee; ca—and; me—of Me; jatu—ever; na—not; mal—
My; bhakta—devotees; dvisam—to those who are envious
of; api—also.

It is not to be instructed to persons who are too greedy and
too attached to family life, nor to persons who are non-
devotees and who are envious of the devotees and of the
Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT: Persons who are always planning to do harm to |

other living entities are not eligible to understand Krsna
consciousness and cannot enter into the realm of transcen-
dental loving service to the Lord. Also, there are so-called
disciples who become submissive to a spiritual master most
artificially, with an ulterior motive. They also cannot under-
stand what Krsna consciousness or devotional service is.
Persons who, due fo being initiated by another sect of reli-
gious faith, do not find devotional service as the common
platform for approaching the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, also cannot understand Krsna consciousness. We

| also cannot understand Krsna consciousness. Superfi-
| cially, such persons are not very greedy for material pos-

have experience that some students come to join us, but |
because of being biased in some particular type of faith, |

they leave our camp and become lost in the wilderness.
@ Actually, Krsna consciousness is not a sectarian religious
faith; it is a teaching process for understanding the Supreme
Lord and our relationship with Him. Anyone can join this
movement without prejudice, but unfortunately there are
persons who feel differently. It is better, therefore, not to
instruct the science of Krsna consciousness to such persons.
Generally, materialistic persons are after some name, fame,
and material gain, so if someone takes to Krsna conscious-
ness for these reasons, he will never be able to understand
this philosophy. Such persons take to religious principles

as a social decoration. They admit themselves into some cul- |

tural institution for the sake of name only, especially in this
age. Such persons also cannot understand the philosophy
of Krsna consciousness. Even if one is not greedy for mate-
rial possessions but is too attached to family life, he

(7) How is Krsna consciousness not a sectar-

ian religion?
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| sessions, but they are too attached to wife, children, and

family improvement. When a person is not contaminated
by the above-mentioned faults yet at the ultimate issue is
not interested in the service of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, or if he is a nondevotee, he also cannot under-
stand the philosophy of Krsna consciousness.

Sraddadhanaya bhaktaya
vinitayanasityave

bhiitesu krta-maitraya
Susrisabhirataya ca

Sraddadhanaya—faithful; bhaktaya—to the devotee; vini-
tdya—respectful; anasiityave—nonenvious; bhitesu—to all
living entities; krta-maitraya—friendly; susriisa—faithful
service; abhiratadya—eager to render; ca—and.

Instruction should be given to the faithful devotee who is
respectful to the spiritual master, nonenvious, friendly to
all kinds of living entities and eager to render service with
faith and sincerity.

42 IRESRIT ATl ST
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bahir-jata-viragaya
Santa-cittaya diyatam

nirmatsaraya Sucaye
yasyahar preyasar priyah

bahih—for what is outside; jata-viragaya—to him who has
developed detachment; §anta-cittaya—whose mind is peace-
ful; diyatam—Ilet this be instructed; nirmatsaraya—non-
envious; Sucaye—perfectly cleansed; yasya—of whom;
aham—I; preyasam—of all that is very dear; priyah—the
most dear.

This instruction should be imparted by the spiritual mas-
ter to persons who have taken the Supreme Personality
of Godhead to be more dear than anything, who are not
envious of anyone, who are perfectly cleansed and who
have developed detachment for that which is outside the
purview of Krsna consciousness.

(continued in the next issue)
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(continued form page 14)

free of material illusion and attach-
ment, could direct his affections toward
the Lord, and he gained the highest
happiness.

For many of us, our children’s ado-
lescent antics serve to teach us lessons
similar to those learned by King Citra-
ketu. It is helpful to think of our chil-
dren as “gurus” and be open to the
many lessons they teach us, especially
about attachment and detachment.

In the Eleventh Canto of the Srimad- |

Bhdagavatam, a saintly renounced
monk shows how to extract spiritual
lessons from all our encounters in the
material world. He describes twenty-
five “gurus” who have assisted him on
his spiritual journey, including a pigeon
and a prostitute.

From the pigeon the saintly person
learned about the suffering of material
attachment. He observed a male pig-

eon’s interactions with his family mem- |

bers. When the pigeon’s mate and off-
spring were caught in a hunter’s net,
the pigeon became so disconsolate and
disoriented that he too fell into the net.

The saintly person learned another
lesson about detachment by watching
a prostitute eagerly awaiting a suitor
in the early evening. With each pass-
erby she would become hopeful of get-
ting a customer, but as the night wore
on, she felt more and more discour-
aged. Finally, the prostitute became
detached. She no longer desired de-
graded encounters as a way to make
money. She was filled with peace, and
her natural inclination to love the Lord
awoke.

Emulating the example of the saint-
ly person, we too should search for the
spiritual lessons ever present in our
daily lives. Our children offer us many
situations in which to practice loving
detachment. Adolescence is particu-
larly rich with these opportunities.

A couple of years ago, I had the
chance to speak with some Hare Krsna
children who were now young adults.
They kindly told me of their struggles
navigating adolescence and assured me
that my son would not be lost. The ad-
vice they gave me, and any parent rais-

advice to heart, and I added two in-
gredients to their formula: set limits
befitting the child’s age, and pray.

I take a deep breath and, coming
back from my thoughts, wipe my eyes
and focus the camera as I hear my son’s
name called. He steps up to accept his
diploma and certificate of merit. An-
other snap shot to add to my memo-
ries of raising my son. I'll continue to

pray for his spiritual awakening, so he
can one day graduate from the ma-
| terial world and return to his eternal
home. &

Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi was initiated
by Srila Prabhupada in 1976. She lives

with her husband and son in Baltimore,
| Maryland, where she works as a family
‘ therapist.
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Accredited Study of Srila Prabhupada’s
Books and Teachings

Now you can gain transcendental knowledge with a guided, in-depth
study of the writings and teachings of Lord Krsna’s pure devotee, at
your own pace and in your own home.

Each course includes a textbook, a lesson binder, and a per-
sonal review of your work by qualified brahmana teachers. You may
choose to conduct your studies via e-mail, regular post, or fax.

Upon successful completion of your study, you will receive a
Course Certificate and credit from the Florida Vedic College.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is
18 lessons, $108* (2 midterms and final exam)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya
15 lessons, $108* (2 midterms and final exam)

Karma and Reincarnation
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spondence Courses, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA

For further information
call the BTG Editorial Offices at (904) 462-7794.

“In this world there is nothing so sublime

and pure as transcendental knowledge.”
—Bhagavad-gita 4.38

ing teens, was to be your child’s friend |

and as much as possible give uncondi-
tional love and acceptance. I took their |

*Please add 10% shipping costs for textbooks and course materials.
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New York,on October 31,1926. My

father was sixty-two, my mother in
her late forties. Mother was a pious
woman who read her Bible regularly
and always spoke of God. My parents
were strict with me, but that did no
harm. Discipline and etiquette were an
important part of my life.

My parents were members of the
Marcus Garvey movement, or the Uni-
versal Negro Improvement Associa-
tion (UNIA), founded in 1914. Garvey
(1887-1940) devoted his life to correct-
ing the injustices black people suffered.
He provided a vision that gave many
people a renewed sense of dignity and
destiny. As members of the Marcus
Garvey movement, we didn’t go to
church on Sundays but to meetings and
rallies. The meetings always opened
with prayers, followed by a lecture.

As a child growing up I noticed that
most of my friends went to the local
Catholic church. When I spoke of want-
ing to go to there, my father became
angry. He told me that the Pope had
blessed Mussolini’s troops to invade
Ethiopia and kill our ancestors and
kinsman. Being obedient, I submitted
to his wish and did not attend the
church.

At eighteen, however, now legally
an adult, I decided to go to the Catho-
lic church despite my father’s opinion.
By then I had visited other churches,
but I didn’t feel as comfortable and
peaceful as I did in the Catholic church.
I got married in the Church, and later
raised three children as Catholics.

Eighteen years passed. Gradually I
began to feel there was more to know
about God. I felt it was still important
to worship Jesus and all the saints regu-
larly, but I wanted to reach the top per-
son. Jesus always spoke of the “Father,”
but I didn’t know who He was.

IWAS BORN AT HOME in Harlem,
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or Something More

“l am now in a place
where I can never forget
Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.”

by Indrani Devi Dasi

Indrani Devi Dasi’s two daughters visit her on Mother’s Day,

as she prepares to move to Gita Nagari.

One Sunday I heard a radio pro-
gram from The Church of Religious
Science, speaking of positive thinking
and affirmations. The show’s host as-
sured me that such things would
change my life. He called the study “the
science of mind.” His philosophy re-
minded me of my father, who in his
later years had studied metaphysics
and meditation and had wanted to
introduce me to those topics. I recall
observing how his personality had
transformed.

After a period of study, I decided to
leave the Catholic Church and joined
The First Church of Religious Science.
As a member, I studied metaphysical
principles, beginning with the concept
that God is the Universal Spirit, all-
powerful, all-intelligent, all-love, and
present in and through all. According
to Religious Science, the Universal

Spirit creates through the instrument
of Universal Mind; all mind is God-
mind, so all ideas originate in God, and
through the creative medium, become
created form. We used “Spiritual Mind
Treatment” prayer, based on the theory
that the word spoken into the Spiritual
Law creates its manifestation in the
world.

These teachings were helpful in my
life because by knowing that God is
present everywhere, I found I could
talk with God/Spirit and knew I was
being heard. This made dealing with my
financial and other difficulties easier.

Over the next ten years my finan-
cial circumstances improved after I
took a job at a research laboratory of
a large hospital in the Bronx. Working
gave me an incentive to return to col-
lege to complete the studies in labora-
tory technology that I had begun
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In Philadelphia last year, Indrani attended courses on Krsna consciousness offered
by the VIHE (Vrindavan Institute for Higher Education).

twenty years earlier.

At age fifty I completed the two-
year degree in medical-laboratory
technology and decided to enter the
bachelor degree program. Difficult
days followed. I struggled with courses
in organic chemistry, calculus, and
other subjects in the biology curricu-
lum. The other students couldn’t under-
stand what I was doing in such a
program, and I often wondered myself.
My salary had increased, and the de-
gree would now make little difference.
But the Science of Mind studies helped
me maintain a positive attitude; I felt
always connected to God/Spirit.

“LEARN THE PRINCIPLES”

In 1974 1 divorced my husband af-
ter twenty-four years of marriage. As 1
continued to seek spiritual growth, he
seemed too stagnant. He wasn’t a bad
person. He went to work, came home,
then sat in front of the television day
after day—something any number of
people do in this world. Still, 1 was

growing and discovering the meaning
of life, and I knew I could not live the
same life he was living.

One morning, while I was still in
college, I woke up with the words
“Learn the principles” clear in my
mind. At first I thought the words
meant I should learn the principles of
algebra, because I was struggling so
much with physics and calculus. But it
seemed deeper than that. Could it
mean [ should learn the principles of
life? After much introspection, I de-
cided to withdraw from school for a
while.

After withdrawing, I asked aloud
what would I do now? I needed to
travel. I needed to relax from the stress
I felt at school and focus my attention
on God and the meaning of life. I vis-
ited friends out of the state and people
I hadn’t seen in a long time. They were
quiet visits. I began reading books on
African, Eastern, and Buddhist teach-
ings. I began questioning at a deeper
level my teacher at Science of Mind.
He became irritated with me.That nag-

36 BACKTO GODHEAD + JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2001

ging was within me again. There must
be something more. I knew it was time
to move on.

In October 1977, a car hit me while
I was crossing the street. I remember
thinking, “OK, Spirit, what’s this all
about?” That questioning felt like
a moment of complete surrender.
Through the trauma of the emergency
room, x-ray room, ICU ward, and the
broken arm and leg, I lost my sense of
worry. I felt like a child again. I had to
have a home care attendant; [ wasina
wheelchair with a cast from left leg to
hip and another on my left arm. I could
not do much for my self. Another cross-
roads—and I crossed into a state of
thankfulness.

While recuperating I had time to
read spiritual books. I observed that my
body healed without any direction
from me. God, who created everything,
knew how to put the broken bones to-
gether again.

My experience and readings gave
me the basis to help others have faith
and trust in God/Spirit. This revealed



to me that I wasn’t to go back into the
laboratory. I wanted to assist others to
grow spiritually.

BACK TO SCHOOL

I decided to go back to school, this
time for a degree in counseling. I com-
pleted my bachelor’s degree and then
my master’s. I worked for Social Ser-
vices, followed by a position in the City
University system, in a special program
for young people. I worked with young
people for a few years. I found that I
was able to encourage people, espe-
cially parents, to realize they had
choices about how to think and live.

Meanwhile, I was attending any re-
treat or meeting that appeared spiri-
tual in some way. At one meeting,  met

the members of a spiritual community
from Uganda, East Africa. They were
vegetarians, chanted a mantra, and had
a charismatic leader. They held a large
conference in Uganda in 1987, which I
attended.I felt at home there. Although
the spiritual discourses were esoteric,
the community’s plans to build a spiri-
tual city were realistic.

By the time I returned to the U.S.A.,
I had decided to move to the commu-
nity in Uganda to live out the rest of
my life. I applied for early Social Secu-
rity at sixty-two and prepared to move.
It meant I had to give up most of my
material goods. I gave away my car,
jewelry,and mink coat. Having lived in
my apartment for thirty-six years, there
was a lot to get rid of. I did that with-
out any regrets, because I was deter-

mined to do whatever was necessary
for spiritual growth.
I was not in the best of health while

| in Uganda. My doctor in America had

been concerned about my heart. Tests
had indicated a problem. It didn’t mat-
ter. I was determined to go. I left for
Uganda in June 1988, not knowing
whether I would see America or my
family again. I felt so strongly about
growing spiritually that I didn’t want
anything to stop me.

The experience in Uganda certainly
required faith in God. It was not easy.
I lived in a straw hut where the cows
would come and nibble, the ants built
hills, and the roof leaked when it
rained.

On the more positive side, there
were spiritual discourses twice a day,

At Gita Nagari, Indrani bathes Sri Sri Radha-Damodara during Janmastami celebrations in 1999.
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although not usually in English. It
didn’t matter that I couldn’t under-
stand much; I enjoyed getting up in the
morning and sitting in the circle with
the members of that pious community.
I always felt that the lectures carried
the vibration of something I needed.
Most of the discourse was esoteric or
metaphysical. But the group planned
to build a spiritual city on the shores
of Lake Victoria, consisting of a uni-
versity, a hospital, a school, and brick
homes instead of straw huts, and to
develop a culture of spiritual people
who would bring about world change.
I was excited by the idea and took part
in some of the planning.

But my heart condition was not get-
ting better. I finally had to go to the
hospital in Kampala. Someone called
my daughter in Washington, D.C., who
then arrived with my son and other
daughter to take me home. When I left
Uganda, my heart was beating at thirty-
seven beats per minute. Upon arrival
in the States, I underwent surgery for
a pacemaker implant. It was so strange
to hear police sirens and traffic sounds
after being away from all that for a
year.

RECUPERATION

As I recuperated, the questions re-
turned. I was sixty-three and on Social
Security. What should I do with the rest
of my life? Where will I live? 1 had
given up the apartment I had lived in
far thirty-six years in the Bronx, I had
even given away most of my clothes
and other possessions. I had almost
nothing. Then my oldest daughter in-
vited me to live with her in Washing-
ton, D.C. What else could I do?

It is difficult to describe my feelings
at that time. I had given up all my ma-
terial possessions and security for my
spiritual growth, and here I was in a
room in my daughter’s house, wonder-
ing what to do next. My cup seemed
empty. I began to pray. “Not my will
but Your will be done.”

It was now May 1990. I was walking
on the Howard University campus in
Washington, D.C,, and I was handed a
flyer. All  remember seeing was “Spiri-
tual,” and the address for a meeting. I
went to the meeting on time, expect-
ing an answer to my prayers. It was the

first meeting of The Institute for Ap-
plied Spiritual Technology, under the
directorship of Bhakti Tirtha Swami.

Two Institute staff members con-
ducted the meeting. They spoke of con-
sciousness and the spirit soul in a way
that held my attention. It was a pleas-
ant, informative evening, and I knew I
would return. I attended every meet-
ing after that.

A few weeks later, I heard that
Bhakti Tirtha Swami himself would
conduct the meeting. He spoke on
stress management with a marvelous
spiritual flair. The subject was so in-
triguing that I began to get a taste of
“the something more.” The next week
he spoke of about conflict resolution,
again with a spiritual flair. I was in-
trigued because years ago when I lived
in New York I tried to give workshops
on personal growth and development
with a spiritual basis. Here was some-
thing to fill my empty cup.

I found each meeting more infor-
mative than the last. I also found the
meetings to be presenting something
higher than any other lecture or work-
shop I had attended. Bhakti Tirtha
Swami answered all questions with
knowledge and understanding. After
a few weeks, he left to travel to Africa
and his staff members again conducted
the meetings.

One evening one of the staff per-
sons said, “God is a person.” I was
taken aback. A person? God? But be-
cause I had already opened myself to
learning from these people, I took in
the information.

At the next meeting, someone in the
audience asked if the meeting’s facili-
tator was a Hare Krsna, and he said he
was. Well, my mind jumped. What is a
Hare Krsna? What was I getting my-
self into? I questioned myself all the
way home. What had God brought me
to? I found I trusted God, and I decided
to keep attending the lectures.

AN IMPORTANT MEETING

Eventually, one of the staff mem-
bers recommended I have a meeting
with Bhakti Tirtha Swami. I was sur-
prised that someone so knowledgeable
and busy would take time to speak to
me. When we met, I felt I could speak
openly with him. I told him of my ex-
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Indrani receives spiritual
initiation from His Holiness
Bhakti Tirtha Swami in 1991
in Washington, D.C.

perience in the community in Uganda
and of other spiritual pursuits. He lis-
tened attentively.

As the meeting came to a close he
said, “God knows what is in your
heart.”

I cherished those words, because 1
knew I wanted to know God. He also
suggested that instead of thinking that
my experience in Uganda was incom-
plete, I should think of it as being all
that I needed at that time. I should now
look forward to the next experience.

Then he informed me that the plans
for the Institute in Washington, D.C.,
were being formed and that he thought
I had a role to play in them. I could be
of some service.

Bhakti Tirtha Swami kept an open-
door policy at the Institute. That was
helpful for me. I was still letting go of
so many old ideas I had gathered from
my various paths. He made it easy for
me to understand the concepts a little
at a time.

Through that time I realized that my
search had brought me to Bhakti
Tirtha Swami and Krsna consciousness.
Now I began to learn how to serve.
There was always some service to do. I
enjoyed meeting the people who came
to visit Bhakti Tirtha Swami after at-
tending his lectures or hearing him
speak on radio or television, and I was
beginning to enjoy discussing the con-
cepts taught in the Krsna consciousness
philosophy.

On October 3, 1990, Bhakti Tirtha
Swami departed for West Africa. At the
departure gate he handed me a rose
and said that I was the mother figure
for the Institute. At the end of that
month I celebrated my sixty-forth
birthday. I was beginning a new life
with a new family and a loving family
leader, and I was thankful.

While Bhakti Tirtha Swami was
away, I became more involved in the
Institute’s activities. I joined the coun-
seling unit and attended the facili-
tator’s course, in which senior devo-
tees taught the philosophy of Krsna
consciousness. I was asked to take part
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in the presentation about spiritual
counseling.

DECISION TIME

In March 1991, Bhakti Tirtha Swami
returned from Africa, and after a few
weeks, he began planning for initia-
tions. I knew I needed a spiritual mas-
ter. I knew Bhakti Tirtha Swami loved
me and cared about my spiritual
growth. His teaching encouraged me
to strive for greater spiritual awareness.

The Mayapur Institute of Higher Education (MIHE)
& Mayapur Gaura Pimima Festival

| tute to have my name removed from

I knew I cared for and respected him. I |
felt he was the teacher/guide who
would fulfill the desires of my heart—
to know and experience God while in
this body. Yet was I ready to take the
final step?

My mind went into overdrive. There
were so many things I didn’t know.
Maybe I should wait until I knew all
the Sanskrit prayers.I didn’t know how
to offer my food properly. I needed
more time, I decided. I called the Insti-

2001 SCHEDULE

January 28-Febuary 26: MIHE Semester ¢ February 7-19: GBC Meetings
# February 20: Gaura Piirnima Festival begins ¢ February 27-March 5:
Gaura Mandala Parikrama ¢ March 9: Gaura Piirnima

Schedule for VI'E Teacher Training Courses (taught by Rasamandala Disa)

January 28-February 4: Course One ¢ February 21-March 1:
Course Two & March 3—6: Bhakti-sastri Teachers Training Course !

MIHE Courses

Brhad-Bhagavatamrta—Bhakti Caitanya Swami & Krsna Consciousness,
the Highest Sense Gratification—Bhakti-tirtha Swami & Lord Caitanya,
Ramananda Raya, and Contemporary Urban Preaching—Devamrta Swami +
Bhakti-vrksa Preaching Workshop—Jayapataka Swami, Kaunteya Dasa ¢
Communications for Preachers Workshop—Anuttama Dasa ¢ Spoken Sanskrit
Made Easy—Basu Ghosh Dasa, Acharya Samskritananda ¢
How to Facilitate a Meeting—Braja Bihari Dasa & Vaisnava Minister Counseling
Course—Dhira Govinda Dasa ¢ The Relationship Between Vindavana,
Navadvipa, and Jagannatha Puri—Dhruva Maharaja Dasa ¢ The Dialogue of
Svayambhuva Manu and Kardama Muni: Cooperation Between the
Brahmanas and Ksatriyas—Gopiparanadhana Dasa & The Paricaratrika
Process of Deity Worship in ISKCON—Jananivasa Dasa, Pankajanghri Dasa,
Nrsimha Kavaca Dasa & The Eight Noble Truths of ISKCON Fund-raising—
Kalakantha Dasa e A Krsna Conscious Drama Course—
Kaliyaphani Dasa & Hands-on Vedic Cooking Workshops—Kirma Dasa ¢
An Introduction to Oil Painting—Murali Krsna Dasa + Harmonium Lessons—
Ramanujacarya Dasa # Practical Mrdanga Lessons—Ramanujacarya Dasa
¢ From Sraddha to Prema (Women)—Rati Manjari Devi Dasi ¢ Spiritual
Foundations for Reform—Ravindra Svaripa Dasa & Living Krsna
Consciousness with Srila Prabhupada—Siddhi-lalasa Devi Dasi +
Basic Editing—Tattvavit Dasa & Manah-siksG—Vaidyanatha Dasa (course is in
Russian) ¢ An In-depth Study of The Nectar of Devotion —Visistha Dasa
(course is in Russian) & From Sraddha to Prema (Men)—Vindavana Dasa
Thakura Dasa ¢ Yoga for Health and Vitality—(To be announced)

MIHE students can take anywhere from 1-week to 4-week courses.
Check the MIHE website for new course offerings, descriptions, and schedule
details: www.mayapur.org/mihe; or e-mail: mihe@pamho.net.
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the list of initiates, and to my amaze-
ment, Bhakti Tirtha Swami answered
the phone. I expressed my doubts, and
he listened. He told me that some of
my concerns were external, and that
the qualification for initiation was
based on a strong desire to know and

| serve God. Maybe I wasn’t serious, he
| said. When he hung up, I realized how
| much he had been there for me, but

that I must make this decision now.

I felt I had been at this point before
but had not completed the journey. I
did not rest well that night. The next
day, I attended the meeting Bhakti
Tirtha Swami held for the candidates
for initiation. After the meeting, I re-
quested not to remove my name. I felt
ready to make the commitment.

On May 4, 1991, I accepted initia-
tion from Bhakti Tirtha Swami and
received the name Indrani Devi Dasi
(servant of the queen mother of the
demigods). As I publicly offered obei-
sances to my spiritual master, I knew
he had brought me to where my soul
had been crying to be. He has truly

| “opened my darkened eyes and filled

my heart with knowledge.”

After initiation my services in-
creased fantastically. The Institute for
Applied Spiritual Technology was
growing at a tremendous rate. Bhakti
Tirtha Swami was giving lectures in
Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Vir-
ginia. People were filling our space on
Sunday afternoons. They came to

| Bhagavad-gita classes, meditation

classes, and training classes. Endeavor-
ing to understand devotional service, I
transcribed tapes of Bhakti Tirtha
Swami’s lectures. I put out a newslet-
ter and set up the Institute mailing list.
I was meeting, greeting, encouraging,
and counseling. I found that many of
the mature professionals who where
coming because Bhakti Tirtha Swami
had touched their souls had been on
the spiritual search for many years, as
I had been. So I could understand, en-
courage, share with them.

ROLE MODEL AND HERO

Bhakti Tirtha Swami always speaks
of his spiritual master, Srila Prabhu-
pada, and always praises him before
every lecture. On the days commemo-
rating Srila Prabhupada birth and pass-



ing, we came together at the Institute
and read about him and listened to his
tapes. I felt a connection with Srila
Prabhupada when I heard about his
heart problems. I was inspired to hear
how he began his work in America at
an older age, and to hear of the hard-
ships he endured until he formed the
organization. Hearing about his loving

interaction with young people gave me |
the courage to continue to study and |

share Krsna consciousness.

In fact, Srila Prabhupada is a role
model and hero to me because I came
into Krsna consciousness at an older
age and my interaction is mainly with
younger devotees. When the going gets
intense, especially physically, I pray to
Srila Prabhupada for strength. I also
give thanks to Krsna because I see His
hand guiding me through each experi-
ence to reach Him.

After nine years of service at the
Institute, in June of 1999 I moved to
the Gita Nagari farm community in
Port Royal, Pennsylvania. As my body
gets older it is slowing down. Yet I have
so much to be thankful for. I am now
in a place where I can never forget
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. I am very close to Their
Lordships Radha-Damodara. I am
regularly closer to nature than I have
ever been. I can hear lectures every day.
I have the quiet time every morning to
chant on my beads. I see the cows graz-
ing and the peacocks strutting with
their beautiful tail feathers spread.
On clear nights I can see the sky full
of stars. Full-moon nights are breath-
taking.

The devotees on the farm are hard-
working, devotional, and caring. I know
I’ve been given the opportunity to con-
tinue to serve at a different level and
to chant my way out of this material
world whenever that time comes. {2

AHOVALAM REVISITED
(continued from page 23)

hours. In the evening when we arrived
we went straight to Laksmi-Narasimha
temple—the first stop on our tour—
and thanked the Lord for His pro-
tection, Later, while we ate, Madhu ex-

plained why he had moved me to the |

inner sanctum of the Bhavana temple
the previous night, While I was asleep,

VISIT US ON THE WEB

www.krsna.com

www.krishna.com

Order the new multimedia
interactive Bhagavad-gita As It Is CD—only $19.95

with free shipping! New and improved online
resources—Hare Krsna Bazaar, Gatherings,
Centers list, Glossary.

three huge wild black bears had come
up, smelled us, and circled the temple.

The next morning we returned to
see Bhargava Narasimha, the second
of the nine forms. I felt blessed when
we were allowed to clean the whole
temple. As we left, a crowd of villagers
surrounded us. Madhu spoke with
them, then translated for me. They
were shocked to see us alive after en-

| tering the jungle at night. They also said

that, although they were born there
and had lived their whole lives in the
area, we were the first people they'd
known who had managed to see all
nine forms of Lord Narasimha in a
single day.

MEETING THE SWAMI

It was time to move on. I thanked |

Madhu profusely, and we both said
we hoped to meet again. Because of

his humble and devotional attitude,
Madhu had been an inspiration for me.
Far from trying to take advantage of
me, an inexperienced young Westerner
in a foreign land, Madhu had taken
care of everything, even our bus fares.
As my bus lumbered away, I thanked
Lord Narasimha for giving me Ma-
dhu’s company.

A few days later I arrived in Jagan-
natha Puri. After checking in to a ho-
tel, I was astonished to learn that
Indradyumna Swami happened to be
staying at the very same place. I had
never met him, except through the ar-
ticle in the old BTG. I went to his room
and paid my respects. Tears filled his
eyes as he learned of the journey I had
made in his footsteps.

Dhruva Dasa lives with his parents,
Dharmdtma Dasa and Dvijapriya Devi
Dasi, and brothers in Alachua, Florida.
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Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they'd like to start. You're invited.
Tust give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list,
please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

USA

ARIZONA: Cochise — Dharma Vidya Dasa & Nama Priya Devi Disi,
(520) 826-1266

ARKANSAS: Fayetteville — Hladini Sakti Dasa & Manmohini Devi Dasi,
(501) 443-4723

CALIFORNIA: To find out about programs in Anaheim Hills, Buena Park,
Corona, Cerritos, Diamond Bar, Granada Hills, Laguna Niguel, Long
Beach, Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi Valley, and other southern California
locations, call Svayambhuva Disa at (310) 837-2430; Burlingame —
Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula Devi Dasi, (650) 344-2446; Ojai — Maye-
$vara Dasa & Urvasi Devi Disi (William & Joan Roberts), (805) 640-
0405; Penn Valley — Rick & Judy Gross, (530) 432-0854; Placentia —
Sri Radha Raman Temple, (714) 996-7262; Redwood Valley — Prasanna
Yoga Ashram (Iksviku Dasa), (707) 485-5592; San Jose/ Santa Cruz —
Akroranatha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408) 353-9099; Santa Rosa —
Jagannatha Puri Dasa & Tripurari Devi Dasi, Bus. phone: (707) 526-7211;
South Central Los Angeles — Krsna Bhavana Dasa, (213) 295-1517

FLORIDA: Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism, (954) 345-
3456; Orlando — Raghunitha Puri Disa (Ron Jermakian), (407) 291-
3069; ISKCON Sunday Program, Shanti Mandir, [call Dipa: (407) 788-
7009]; Tampa — Krsna Mandir, (813) 273-8744; West Palm Beach —
Jrestha Devi Dasi, (561) 712-8470

GEORGIA: Athens — Guru-Gauranga Hare Krishna Center, (706) 353-8180

HAWAII: Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven’s Gate, (808) 259-5429

ILLINOIS: *Elk Grove Village — Suresh & Prema Meduri, (708) 236-1245;
Gurnee — Nirantara Dasa & Preméananda Devi Dasi, (847) 263-1384;
Naperville — Ashok & Preethy Menon, (630) 236-5747

INDIANA: Indianapolis — Steve W. Bausch (Syamasundara Dasa), (317) 357-
9051; *Terre Haute — Kalpana Singh, (812) 299-5660

IOWA: Iowa City — Dan & Syliva Lindberg, (319) 351-0801

KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankotta Disa & Gopimita Devi Dasi, (913) 865-5080

KENTUCKY: Lexington — Mr. Mallella Prasad, (606) 323-2286;
Louisville — Krishna House, (502) 638-9352

MARYLAND: Baltimore — Dr. Jagdish & Kamud Patel (Jaya Gaurasundara
Disa & Kaumodaki Devi Disi), (410) 788-3947; Potomac —
Devaprastha Dasa & Padmamalini Dasi, (301) 299-1326; Silver Spring —
Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi Dasi, (301) 236-0564; Anuttama
Dasa & Rama Tulasi Dasi, (301) 570-6422

MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa),
(781) 471-7911

MICHIGAN: Lansing — Pilaka Dasa & family, (517) 484-7431; Niles —
Prema Bhakti Dasa & Tapati Dasi (Frank & Tanya Britton),
(616) 687-9491

MINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy and Terry Devine, (612) 933-5408;
New Hope — Shashikant Bhojraj, (612) 537-6395

MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. J. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939

NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (,amika Rsi Dasa),
(973) 989-9233; Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046; New Brunswick
— Mahamuni Dasa (732) 993-0582; Parsippany — Rahul Kunderan,
(201) 428-8119; New Jersey Shore— Greg & Kristen, (908) 458-6670

NEW MEXICO: Los Alamos — Dr. Arvind Sharma, (505) 661-1939;
Santa Fe — Jambavati Devi Dasi, (505) 466-4345; Silver City —
Isdna Disa, (505) 534-8036;

NEVADA: Las Vegas — Gopal De, (702) 458-6973; Dan Roberts,
(702) 452-3817

NEW YORK: Buifalo — Ann Reed, (710) 881-0363; Corona (Queens) —
Sivaradhya Dasa (Jayant V. Surti & family), (718) 639-6580; Rego Park
— Nikunja-Behari Dasa (Nikhil N, Trivedi & family), (718) 897-2267

NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata
Disa & Krsna Kumari Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753; Chapel Hill —
Laksmi Nrsiritha Dasa, (919) 928-0460; Sandy Ridge — Adi Karta Dasa
& Rucira Devi Dasi, (910) 593-9058
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OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House, (614) 421-1661: Cleveland — Krsnanandini
Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934; or Kamagiri Devi Dasi, (216) 761-3954; Kent —
Regular programs at Kent State University (contact Krishna House, [614] 421-
1661); Jim Kelley, (330) 297-5353

PENNSYLVANIA: Erie — Lild Kumara Devi Dasi, (814) 676-1791; Norristown —
Radha Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa), (215) 539-3221

RHODE ISLAND: Providence — Atmanivedana Disa and Kirtida Kanyaka Dasi,
(401) 831-4886

SOUTH CAROLINA: Manning (I-95, Exit 115), Sunset Inn, Sam & Savita Patel.
(803) 473-2561

TENNESSEE: Memphis — Ghansyham and Rani Heda, (901) 752-3967; Nashville —
Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh), (615) 896-3425;

VIRGINIA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacira Dasa &
Mayapriya Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223; Norfolk — Lucille Vogel, (757) 531-2464

WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6525

WEST VIRGINIA: Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Tasmania — David Gould, (03) 6228-2717 (Hobart); Malcolm Walsh,
(03) 6343-2477 (Launceston)

#*BELGIUM: Ghent — Bhakta Vincent Serbruyns, (09) 386-1117; Madhava Dasa,
(03) 828-6049

BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Nataraja Dasa, +55 (041) 263-4163

BRITISH ISLES (Jersey): St. Helier — Jean Nicolle, (01534) 610081

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Orkara Dasa and Jadurani Devi Dasi (Om & Jyoti
Sharma), (403) 434-7343; London, Ontario — Radhika Parbhoo, (519) 474-2153;
Markham, Ontario — Prabhupada Dasa (V. B. Sharma), (416) 294-9431; Salmon
Arm, B.C. — Mukunda Madhava Dasa & Yasoda Priya Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-
Canada Hwy. NW, Salmon Arm, B.C. V1E 4M2 (no phone); Toronto —
Ramananda Riya Dasa & Viakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held in more
than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow.

GERMANY: Hamburg — Jayagaura Dasa, +49 (40) 410-2848 or +49 (4105) 12347;
Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 655 23 72; Weimar — Katharina Rauch, Am
Jakobsfriedhof 1, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagidi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

HUNGARY: Liter — Torok Zoltan, Bajesy Zs. u. 56, Liter 8196

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan, Mahavakya
Disa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102;

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa, (809) 925 8332;
Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayinanda Dasa & Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-3749; Osaka —
Satsvariipa Dasa & Jalangi Devi Dasi, (06) 352-0729

MALAYSIA: Pasir Gudang — Narasirnha Dasa, +60 (07) 251-3822

MEXICO: Tijuana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 83-7599

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Disa, (07) 856-7608; Tauranga,
Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga, (07) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyatita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok —
Pracarinanda Disa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice —Yugala-Marti Disa,
+48 (032) 255-8557; Kielce — Laksmana Disa, +48 (041) 331-7785; Lublin —
Posana Disa, +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow —Vrndavana Candra Dasa, +48
(017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa, +48 (091) 34-5204; Walbrzych —
Trisama Daisa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 50 locations. For information
contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, (021) 88007

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than twenty cities.

To find the one nearest you, or for help in starting one, contact Bhaktivedanta
Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., PO, Box 324, Borehamwood, Herts.,
WD6 INB. Phone: (0181) 905-1244

*New or revised listing,



This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahdaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Narayana
(December 12-January 9)

JANUARY

6—Putrada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Month of Madhava
(January 10-February 8)

14—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

15—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jayadeva Gosvami, a
great spiritual master and author
of Gita-govinda.

16—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a
great spiritual master whose Ben-
gali devotional songs perpetuate
the simple Krsna conscious
method of self-realization.

20—Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

CALENDAR

29—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of Vrnda-
vana. Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Tha-
kura, a Vaispava spiritual master
and author who appeared in the
seventeenth century. Appearance
anniversary of Srimati Visnupriya
Devi, the consort of Lord Caitanya.

FEBRUARY

1—Appearance anniversary of Sri
Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of
Lord Krsna’s expansion Maha-
Visnu and a close associate of Lord
Caitanya. Fasting till noon.

3—Disappearance anniversary of
Sripada Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master
who appeared in the thirteenth
century. Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Ramanujacarya, an
eleventh-century philosopher and
spiritual master.

5—Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Appearance
anniversary of Lord Varaha, Lord
Krsna’s boar incarnation. Fasting
till noon, feasting tomorrow.

6—Appearance anniversary of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu, a close
associate of Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and an incarnation of Lord
Krsna’s elder brother, Lord Balar-
ama. Fasting till noon yesterday,
feasting today.

8—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Narottama Dasa Thakura, a spiri-
tual master in the disciplic line from
Lord Caitanya who composed
many devotional songs in Bengali.

Month of Govinda
(February 9-March 9)

12—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, the spiritual master of
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the Founder-Acarya
of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. Fasting
till noon, then feasting. Also,
disappearance anniversary of
Sripada Gour Govinda Swami,
an ISKCON guru.

19—Vyaiijuli Maha-dvadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans for
Vijaya Ekadasi.

22— Sri Siva Ratri, a day in honor
of Lord Siva.

24— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jagannatha Dasa Babaji,
the great devotee in the disciplic
line from Lord Caitanya who con-
firmed Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura’s discovery of Lord
Caitanya’s birthplace.

MARCH

6—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans.

7—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Puri, the spiri-
tual master of Lord Caitanya’s
spiritual master.

9—S1i Gaura Piirnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna
Himself in the role of His own
devotee. Fasting till moonrise, fol-
lowed by a break-fast of Ekadasi
prasadam (no grains or beans).
Feasting tomorrow.

Calculate your own calendar for your area!
Visit www.krsna.com to download software.
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Painting by Ananta Sakti Dasa

OUR

B PROTECTS

BHAKTI

Because Krsna wants us to enter His elite
group of personal associates, He is ever
eager to help us develop our love for Him.

by Satsvartipa Dasa Gosvami

HRUVA MAHARAIJA per-
D formed austerities to gain a

kingdom greater than that
of his grandfather, Lord Brahma,
the creator of the universe. By the
grace of the saint Narada, how-
ever, Dhruva received the audi-
ence of Lord Visnu. After being
touched by the Lord’s conch shell,
Dhruva offered prayers to the
Lord. The last verse of his prayers
sums up his previous materialistic
attitude and his present devo-
tional one:

My Lord, O Supreme
Lord, You are the su-
preme personified form of
all benedictions. There-
fore, for one who abides
in Your devotional service
with no other desire,

worshiping Your lotus feet
is better than becoming
king and lording it over a
kingdom. . .. To ignorant
devotees like me, You are
the causelessly merciful
maintainer, just like a cow
who takes care of the
newly born calf by supply-
ing milk and giving it
protection from attack.

Dhruva originally epitomized
the type of devotee who ap-
proaches the Lord to have his
material desires fulfilled. After
meeting Lord Visnu, however,
Dhruva realized how cheap that
material desire was.

I like to study Dhruva Maha-
raja’s prayers because although
we have no such great material
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Krsna provides His children space to grow
as they will, yet remains loving toward them
and prepared to help if they turn to Him.

ambitions—our material ambitions ex-
tend only to a little insignificant sense
gratification—we can relate to Dhru-
va’s transformation. We have spent
lifetimes thinking ourselves the center
of enjoyment. Now we have turned to
Krsna consciousness with the hope of
freeing ourselves from suffering (ma-
terial desire) and of coming to pure
love of God. Dhruva Maharaja has re-
alized that serving Krsna’s lotus feet
is much more relishable than the en-
joyment of even a hugely opulent king-
dom in the material world. So he prays
to Visnu as the protector of one on the
devotional path, similar to a cow pro-
tecting her calf. And what is Visnu pro-
tecting the devotee from? From him-
self—from his own defective nature.

In the first sentence of the purport
to this verse, Srila Prabhupada writes,
“Dhruva Maharaja was cognizant of
the defective nature of his own devo-
tional service.” Even those fortunate
enough to come in touch with the
Krsna consciousness movement, to
hear the message of bhakti, will not
automatically be free of mistakes. We
are faulty beings, and it takes time
before we learn to offer our service in
a pure way. Here, Dhruva describes
Krsna as being active in our coming
to the pure stage.

Unfortunately we don’t always val-

ue His participation. Often, devotees
think that Krsna consciousness is so
much a science that everything must
happen by our own endeavor. They
imagine Krsna at the top of a long line
of pure devotees, sharing His pastimes
with them and not thinking much of
those further down the line. If we are
not pure, we may think Krsna cares less
for us than for those fully surrendered.
We think that the path of bhakti has
been scientifically organized and that
Krsna remains neutral, waiting for our
purity to develop, at which time He will
love us more. In the meantime, we try
to hoist ourselves up from one stage
to another.

UNCOMPROMISING
DEVOTION

Of course, the truth is that we are |

not pure; we are defective. This fact was
prominent in Dhruva Maharaja’s mind,
and he felt a deep regret to see how
materially motivated he had been. His
regret lasted even beyond his audience
with Krsna.

And the truth is that pure devotion
is uncompromising: anyabhilasita-
sanyam jaiana-karmady-anavrtam. We
must offer our love without being mo-
tivated by karma (material endeavors)
or jiiana (mental speculation). We must

Vou're Jnvited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special festival
every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. You’re invited to
join in the festival of music, dance, and spiritual discourse and then
share hearty plates of savories, sweets, and vegetable extravaganzas.
Come by and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition.
Call your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” page 57.)
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| learn to want only Krsna’s pleasure.

Neither of these truths—that aspir-
ing devotees are not pure and that pure
devotion is uncompromising—means
that Krsna has no mercy toward a
devotee before he or she comes to the
unmotivated stage. Rather, like a cow,
Krsna gives His calves milk and also
protects them from danger. Although
in the material sense, a cow is herself
vulnerable to danger in this world, she
is prepared to give her life to protect
her calf.

Also, the calf remains completely
dependent on the mother. A calf will
follow its mother without regard for
where she is going. The mother in turn
shows even more tender concern for
her calf. Krsna exemplifies this tender
| concern toward His faltering bhaktas.
' What makes us so helpless, so de-
pendent on Krsna, is not simply our
smallness in the material energy, but
the misleading desires within our
hearts. Any mother knows that an in-
fant is at risk not only from outside
influences but from the child’s own
nature.

Of course, despite Krsna’s tender
| concern, He will not interfere with
the free will of the living entity. To
receive His mercy, we must reveal some
level of sincerity or inclination toward
Him. In Sanatana Gosvami’s Brhad-
Bhagavatamrta, after Gopa-kumara
finally returns to the spiritual world,
Krsna embraces him and says, “I'm
happy that you have come back. For
so long I was awaiting an opportunity
to bring you to Me.”

Why did Krspa not simply res-
cue Gopa-kumara from the material
world? Because we have free will.
| Krsna will never take that from us. His
liberal attitude is like that of a kind
parent: Krsna provides His children
space to grow as they will, yet remains
loving toward them and prepared to
help if they turn to Him. In Bhagavad-
gita He says that He provides the in-




telligence by which we can return to
Him. He also says that He provides
what we lack and carries what we have,
and that He is the swift deliverer from
the ocean of birth and death.

Even if these points are still theo-
retical for us, we should acknowledge
the truth of the Lord’s intention toward
us. We should not refuse Krsna’'s ges-
tures of protection. If we accept that
our service is defective, that our hearts
are filled with gross and subtle mate-
rial desire, and that we are lost with-
out Krsna’s guidance, we will better
be able to accept that guidance in the
form that He gives it. He is always
giving it. We can pray to Him to pro-
tect us, to help us give up the lower
stages of bhakti in favor of the higher
forms of surrender, and to clarify our
intelligence so that it is filled only
with Him.

If our main purpose in life is to at-
tain bhakti, we should trust Krsna to
maintain our attempt. Krsna is, after all,
“the causelessly merciful maintainer,
just like a cow who gives milk and
protection from attack.”

REAL PROTECTION

" One of the symptoms of surrender
is to know Krsna as the maintainer.
In our stage, we often look to the Lord
to protect us materially. We shouldn’t
just look to Krsna to protect our pos-
sessions, however. Although Srimad-
Bhagavatam provides prayers such as
the Narayana-kavaca shield, wherein
mantras are chanted over different
parts of the body to provide armor
against gross and subtle weapons, we
are not interested in seeking Krsna’s
protection so we can survive more
comfortably in our material bodies.
We see Krsna as the protector of our
bhakti. We pray that our bhakti—our
service to the spiritual master, our at-
tempts to progress in chanting and
hearing—may not be deviated.

The knowledge we receive from
Bhagavad-gita is the sword with which
we can slay our doubts. Krsna has also
given us His elder brother, Balarama,
to help us. It is Balarama who provides
us with the strength to wield the heavy
sword of knowledge. We will never be-
come materially exhausted, never left
without Krsna’s mercy in the form of

HARE KRSNA
HARE KRSNA

KRSNA
HARE

<KRSNA
HARE

HARE RAMA
HARE RAMA

RAMA
HARE

RAMA
HARE

PRONUNCIATION:
ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama’)

the knowledge He provides us. Any
advancement in Krsna consciousness
is Krsna’s gift to us.

We need to trust in that. The mate-
rial world is full of jivas trying to en-
joy. As Ksirodaksayl Visnu, Krsna
maintains all of them. How much more
will He maintain His devotees! The
materially engrossed jivas receive His
maintenance through the neutral aus-
pices of the Supersoul, who guides their
wanderings according to their karmic
activities and desires. Krsna Himself
personally attends to the relatively
small group of souls who are interested
in His direct love and protection.

KRSNA’S ELITE GROUP

In this regard, Prabhupada once
commented that devotees have mo-
nopolized devotional service. They
have cornered the market with their
love. Still, the bhakti market is open to
any who wish to pursue it. Assoon as a
jiva understands that Krsna is the
maintainer of the attempt to approach
Him, He welcomes that jiva into His
elite group.

When we relate to Krsna person-

ally in this way, we receive His heart.
This is Krsna’s real nature: His de-
sire to reciprocate with His devotees
(bhakta-vatsala). Because He is re-
sponsible, He maintains all living enti-
ties, although He does it through His
expansions and energies. But because
He is bhakta-vatsala, He offers Him-
self to His devotees. Therefore, devo-
tional service is rarely achieved.

But anyone who wants to try for
devotional service can gain entrance.
Despite their faults, Krsna will help
those who want to enter. He wants His
elite group to expand. He wants us to
take to devotional service for our own
sake. Why shouldn’t He help us?

Of course, material attachment may
mean we don’t value the form in which
His protection comes, just as a calf may
not always appreciate the mother’s in-
sistence on a certain path. Still, Krsna
protects us.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami, one of Srila
Prabhupada’s first disciples, is a former
editor of BTG and the author of many
books on Krsna consciousness, includ-
ing a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.
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“Without Krsna there is nothing.
It is simply by the influence of maya that we forget the
relationship of Krsna with everything that be.”



MOODS
OF DEVOTION

Portraits of a Pure Devotee

Drawings by Aleksandra Urbanska

T HE VEDIC SCRIPTURES repeat-
edly stress the exalted position
of the pure devotees of the Lord.
Lord Krsna says, “Such devotees are
as worshipable as I am.” His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, who left our vision in
1977, is a pure devotee of Lord Krsna,
as shown by his spotless character, his
complete dedication to spreading the
glories of Lord Krsna, and his tremen-
dous success in awakening thousands
of souls to Krsna consciousness.

In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna
says that His pure devotees are always
under the shelter of His internal
potency and therefore transcendental
to the material world. Because pure
devotees are intimate associates of
Krsna, we can progress spiritually by
glorify them and meditating on their
lives and teachings.

The drawings on these pages are
the meditations of one of Srila
Prabhupada’s followers. They show
moods of devotion tasted by a pure
devotee in his unique relationship
with Krsna. May they inspire us to
study the teachings and follow the
example of Srila Prabhupada, a dear
servant of the Lord.

The artist in Mayapur, West Bengal.
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“By constantly chanting
the Hare Krsna mantra
and remembering
the transcendental pastimes
of Krsna, one can
be fully Krsna conscious

and thus make his life
sublime and fruitful.”



“Krsna’s pastimes
are all jubilant.

He is by nature full of bliss.
We shall never find
Krsna unhappy.
Krsna is always happy,
and whoever
associates with Him

is also happy.”

“Life should be
so molded that one will
always have the chance
to think of Krsna.
One should always
act in such a way
that all his daily activities
are in connection
with Krsna.”



“The Lord is unlimited,
and His name, attributes,
pastimes, entourage,
variegatedness, etc.,
are unlimited, and those
who relish them can
do so unlimitedly and still
not feel satiated.”

“We cannot increase
our attachment to Krsna
without Krsna’s mercy.
We cannot become devotees
without Krsna’s mercy;
therefore we simply
have to serve Krsna, for by
service Krsna is satisfied.”



“One should be submissive and say,
‘Krsna, I am very poor. I have no means
to understand You. Please be merciful
upon me. Please allow me to
understand You and surrender.’ ”

Aleksandra Urbanska, origi-
nally from Poland, studied at
the top art academy in Poland
and received the highest honors
in her field.

Aleksandra came to Krsna
consciousness on the urging of
her sister, Lila Mafijari Devi
Dasi (wife of bhajana singer
Vaiyasaki Dasa). She convinced
Aleksandra that the Hare Krsna
mahéa-mantra is God Himself
and that one can realize God by
chanting His names. To have
that experience, Aleksandra
took the instruction to heart and
began chanting sixty-four
rounds a day on her beads. She
has been chanting sixty-four
rounds ever since, even after
joining the temple and doing a
full-day’s service.

Aleksandra has been a
member of the Hare Krsna
movement for eleven years. She
studied under His Holiness
Gour Govinda Swami until his

passing in 1996. She now
receives inspiration from His
Holiness Subhdaga Swami. She
lives and serves at ISKCON's
Krishna Balarama Mandir in
Vrndavana, India.






YOU

CAN

TAKE IT
WITH YOU

Unlike material achievements, spiritual credits
can be transferred to the next life.

by Urmila Devi Dasi

“That’s great. Tell me about some of them.”

I cradle the phone on my shoulder as I
help Jahnu, my three-year-old grandson, set-
tle down to his lunch. Sitting next to him, I lis-
ten as a graduate of our school tells me about
his classes, teachers, and life in general.

“What about all those classes you took in
that university overseas?” I ask.

*“Oh, credit for them doesn’t transfer. Here
in America, half a year is a complete course,
but over there you need three years to finish a
course, and I only had one and a half years.”

“That’s not very good. What a lousy deal!”

Jahnu is eating pieces of fried homemade
cheese by nibbling around the edges. He has
finished most of them but hasn’t touched the
noodles. I had put basil on them, which he iden-
tifies as “spices,” disqualifying them as edible.

“No, I don’t get any credit for that,” my
former student replies.

“What about your study toward your pilot’s
license? Can any of that transfer to your
present school?”

I ‘M TAKING some good courses in college.”

“No.” A pause. “I’m not getting my degree
in aviation, so none of that work will count
toward the credits I need.”

“How awful!” I say, and then smile and quip,
“So you’ve wasted the last four years of your
life.”

“Really? But I've been chanting Hare
Krsna!”

“Oh, yes, that transfers!”

“Even if you get a D grade, it still trans-
fers!” he says, and we laugh.*

CARRYING REACTIONS

We’re busy in life trying for success, how-
ever we measure it. As we depart from our
body at death, some of us may be able to check
off our list of accomplishments. But how use-
ful are achievements that end with the body?
And the body may end at any time. Of course,

*D is the lowest passing grade in America. But if
you switch to another college or university, credits
for courses with D grades don’t transfer.
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while in our body we have responsi-
bilities. But we are eternal beings.
Shouldn’t we be mostly concerned with
successes that benefit us forever? Like
my student’s hard work at his former
university, our academic degrees, job
skills, bank balance, and artistic cre-
ations won’t follow us to our next body.

What we do carry from one life to
the next are the reactions—good and
bad—to our desires and actions. And
we might also take along tendencies or

interests that help us learn something
faster in our new body. We may have a
natural feel for something if we’ve
done it for many lifetimes. But even
those tendencies may fade after many
births, and, except in rare cases, we still
have to learn and practice rigorously,
no matter what level of success we
achieved in other bodies.
Achievements of the soul are dif-
ferent. When the Supreme Lord Sri
Krsna appeared on earth thousands of

In Memoriam

Sri Gowtum Teelock

SRI GOWTUM TEELOCK,
one of the first patron mem-
bers of ISKCON Mauritius,
passed away last August 25
at the age of eighty-two. Mr.
Teelock had been a mem-
ber of Parliament, serving
as a junior minister of agri-
culture. Hailing from a lead-
ing Hindu family of Mauri-
tius, he at once took a liking
to the devotees, moved by
their simple way of life. He
offered to help them set up
ISKCON in his country.
He would tell his friends
and colleagues about the
need to have a movement
to wake up the “sleeping
Hindu community” in Mau-

Sri Gowtum Teelock with Srila Prabhupada
in Mauritius, 1975.

ritius. Because he was convinced of the message of Krsna conscious-
ness, he was able to convince others as well.

Mr. Teelock worked to bring Srila Prabhupada to Mauritius in
1975. He received Prabhupada and arranged for important persons
to come to hear Prabhupada speak. Srila Prabhupada recognized his
special position and asked him to help the devotees. Mr. Teelock
took the request seriously and always did his best to fulfill it. He was
pleased to help the devotees deal with government and legal affairs.

Whenever Mr. Teelock would go to Bombay, he would meet Srila
Prabhupada there, and they became friends.

When ISKCON was unsuccessful in acquiring land in Mauritius,
Mr. Teelock donated five acres of prime agricultural land for the
ISKCON Vedic Farm. He also helped them get Hare Krishna Land

in Phoenix.

Sti Gowtum Teelock was known for his genuine concern
for the welfare of others. He had the highest principles and never
compromised for the sake of personal gain or popularity.
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| years ago, His friend Arjuna asked

about transferring spiritual credits.
Arjuna’s question is part of their re-
corded conversation, the Bhagavad-
gitd. Arjuna understood the difficulty
in achieving total purity in spiritual life,
especially gaining control over one’s
mind and senses. What would happen,
he asked, if someone started spiritual
life but-didn’t complete the process?
Wouldn’t he or she lose everything?
Since spiritual life can mean less em-
phasis on material goals, those would
go unfulfilled, and one would have
gained neither spiritually nor materi-
ally. So would one end up with a grade
of “Incomplete” on the cosmic tran-
script? No credits toward the degree?

No, Krsna assured Arjuna. Evil
never overcomes real goodness, and
the slightest progress keeps one en-
rolled in the school of spiritual life.

What’s the observable result of past
spiritual progress? One takes birth in
a family where spiritual life is safe,
or, if one’s progress has been great,
strongly encouraged. And one feels a
natural interest in developing a rela-
tionship of love and service to the Su-
preme Lord. That interest surpasses
sectarian rituals and dogma; it is a
craving to know and live the essence
of religion.

JAHNU’S STUDIES

Jahnu had helped me offer our food
to Lord Krsna before he ate. Now done,
noodles untouched, he sits and looks
at books of Krsna’s pastimes, identify-
ing the characters and praising Krsna.
Jahnu'’s spiritual credits have trans-
ferred to this life. Perhaps he will com-
plete his “studies” this lifetime. Perhaps
he will love Lord Krsna fully, free from
lust, anger, greed, and envy. We hope
for that, guiding him as we ourselves
strive for perfection. But even if his
life’s achievement is less than perfect,
all his spiritual emotions and realiza-
tions will follow him through his life-
times until he’s eligible to regain his
place as Krsna’s pure devotee. €D

Urmila Devi Dast and her family run a
school in North Carolina. She is the ma-
jor author and compiler of Vaikuntha
Children, a guide to Krsna conscious
education for children.
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RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamaorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, AP — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794
Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)
Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, 700 071

OTHER COUNTRIES
Cebu, Phillipines — Hare Krishna Paradise, 231 Pagsabungan Road, Basak, Mandaue City/
Tel. +63 (032) 345-3590
Chittageng, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society, 23 Nandan Kanan, N.N. Paul Blvd./
Tel. + 88 (031) 610822/ E-mail: krishna@spnetctg.com
Colombo, Sri Lanka — 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel. +94 (01) 433325/ E-mail: iskcon@slt.Ik
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249
Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Road South, 6/F/ Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/
E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-3646
Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar P. 0., Panjia
Jessore, Bangladesh — Sri Rup-Sanatan Smriti Tirtha Mandir, Ramshara, Magurahat P. 0., Abhaynagar
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax: +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9301, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar.jps@pamho.net
Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranague, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net
Sylhet, Bangladesh — Sri Sri Radha-Madhava Mandir, Yugalatila, Kazal Sah Rd.
Taipei, Taiwan — (mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, 61480)/ Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or
629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamatikada Nakano, 1F Subarhu Bldg.,164 / Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9147 or
-3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812
Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bangladesh (Rangirkul Bidyashram) — Rangirkul, Kulaura, Dist. Moulvibazar/ Fax: (0088) 08624-88035
Bangladesh (Sri Jagannatha Mandir) — Jagannathpur, Comilla
Bangladesh (Sri Pundarika Dhama) — Mekhla, Hathazari, Dist. Chittagong/ Tel. (031) 610822
Indonesia (Govinda Kunja) — (contact ISKCON Jakarta)

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0” that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exception:
For Russia, the number to drop is the initial “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India 91).
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Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak/ Tel. +63 (032) 83254
Malaysia — (contact ISKCON Kuala Lumpur)

NORTH AMERICA
CANADA
Calgary, Alberla — 313 Fourth Street N.E., T2E 383/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax; (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com
Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5R5/ Tel. (403) 439-9999/
E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pig [X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca
Dttawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KN 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/
Fax: (613) 565-2575/ E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com
Regina, Saskalchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 522-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskeon.net
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax; (604) 431-7251/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel, (604) 433-2428/ Fax: (604) 431-7251/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca
RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax; (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2307)/
E-mail: devadeva@whkpowerlink.com

U.S.A.
Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax; (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compusgrve.com
Austin, Texas — 1810 San Gabriel St., 78701-1031/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: iskconaustin@cs.com
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069
or 719-6738/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, Calitornia — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha 5t., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-boise-om.hp.com
Boston, Massachuselts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: premananda@juno.com
Chicago, lllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: chicago@iskcon.net
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W, Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.acbsp@pamho.net
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: tekrishnas@acl.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honalulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (B08) 595-3947/ Fax: (B08) 595-3433/
E-mail; iskconhawaii@ureach.com
Houslon, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 666-0669/
E-mail: hktv@starmail.com
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men’s Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (816) 361-6167 or (B00) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: rve@rve.edu
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel, (949) 494-7029/ E-mail: tuka@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: nimainitai@aol.com
Los Angeles, Caliornia — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail: nirantara@juno.com
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@pamho.net
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003 (mail: P. 0. Box 2509, New York, NY 10009)/
Tel. (212} 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vrndavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 S. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel, (602) 705-4900/ Fax: (602) 705-4901/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Partland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., Portland, OR 97215/ Tel. (503) 236-0417/
E-mail: portland_krishna@hatmail.com
QOueens, New York — 114-37 Lefferis Blvd., 11420 / Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010/
E-mail: sunandanadas@hotmail.com
S1. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail; surapala@pamho.net

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax; (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: newgovardhan@cs.com
San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 555-3197
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. 5.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (425) 391-3203/
Fax: (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHON Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax: (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: haridas.thakur.hdg@pamho.net
Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: mrugesh_shroff@merck.com
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washinglon, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157/ E-mail: hpress@compserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (904) 462-2017/ Fax: (304) 462-3468/
E-mail: alachua@pamho.net
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or 799-1354/
Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@fnbop.com
Gurabo, Puero Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — P.0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3917/
E-mail: nrshingha@aol.com
Hillsboraugh, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Alachua, Florida — Govinda's, 14603 Main St., 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-4500/ Fax: (904) 418-3524
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuisine, 2106 SW 34th St., 32608/ Tel. {352) 378-2955
Greensbora, North Carolina — Govinda's, 332 South Tate St./ Tel. (336) 373-8809
$an Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

EUROPE

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4898
Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (02920) 831579
Cork, Ireland — Highland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road, Cork City/ Tel. (021) 552976/
E-mail: cork@pamho.net
Covenlry, England — Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands (mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 38Z)/
Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuseve.com
Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, LES 4GU/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/
E-mail: gauranga.sundara@pamho.net
Liverpool, England — 114A Bold St., Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 512-9319/
E-mail: liverpool@iskcon.net
London, England (city) — 9-10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda's Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts, WD2 8EZ/
Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.manor@pamho.net;
(for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net
London, England {south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3133
Manchesler, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/ E-mail: krishna.dharma@pamho.net
Newcastle Emlyn, West Wales — Ger-y-nant, Penrhiwpal, Rhydlewis, Near Newcastle Emiyn,
SA44 500/ Tel. & fax: +44 (01239) 851178/ E-mail: mkramadasabcs_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272-1911
Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, Devon, PL6 5HX/ Tel (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@pamho.net
Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA/ Tel. +44 (01708) 454092
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inisrath Island, BT92 9GN, Co. Fermanagh/
Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682/ E-mail: 105400.2653@compuserve.com
Landon, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
infarmation, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood
Herts WD6 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181) 905-1244/ www.iskcon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
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GERMANY
Abentheuer — Boecking Str. 8, 55767/ Tel. +49 (06782) 980436/ Fax: +49 (06782) 980437
E-mail: visvadeva.hks@pamho.net

# Cologne — Taunusstr. 40, 51105/ Tel. +49 {0221) 830-1241/ Fax: +49 (0221) 837-0485

Heidelberg — Farum 5, Wohnung 4, 69126/ Tel. +49 (06221) 384553/
E-mail: vipula.ss@pamho.net
Munich — Wachenheimer Strasse 1, 81539/ Tel, +49 (089) 6880-0288/ Fax: +49 (089) 6880-0289/
Nuernberg — Kopernikusplatz 12, 90459/ Tel. +49 (0911) 446-7773/ E-mail: info@iskcon.de
RURAL COMMUNITY
Jandelsbrunn {Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Kselra) — Zielberg 20, 94118/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671/ E-mail: njnk@pamho.net

HUNGARY
Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, 1028 11/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail: 100263.3167@compuserve.com
Dehrecen — Szechenyi u. 55, 4025/ Tel. +36 (052) 413-370/ E-mail: 100263.2131@compuserve.com
Eger — Szachenyi u. 64, 3300/ Tel. +36 (036) 410-515/ E-mail: 100263.2454@compuserve.com
Szalnak — Baratsag v. 6, 5000/ Tel. +36 (056) 412-124f E-mail: 100324,3045@compuserve.com
RURAL GCOMMUNITY
Somogyvamos — Krsna-valgy, F6 u. 38, 8699/ Tel. +36 (085) 340-185/
E-mail: 100324.3044@compuserve.com

ITALY
Asti — Frazione Valle Reale 20, 14018 Roatto (AT)/ Tel. +39 (0141) 938406
Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna, 24040 Chignolo d'Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/
Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705/ E-mail: villagio.hare.krsna@pamho.net
Bologna — Via Ramo Barchetta 2, Castagnolo Minore, 40010 Bentivogolio (BO)/
Tel. +30 (051) 863924
Mitan — Centro Culturale Govinda via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417
Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Campa de’ Fiori 27, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660
Vicenza — Prabhupada-desa, Via Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (VI)/ Tel. +39 (0d44) 790573/
Fax: +39 (0444) 790581/ E-mail: rohini@pronto.hbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Comunale Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FI)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Milan — Govinda's, Yia Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel, +39 (02) 862417
POLAND
Gdynia — (mail:) P.0. Box 364/ Tel. & fax: +48 (058) 29-5188/ E-mail: vara-nayaka.bvps@pamho.net
Krakow.— ul. Wyzynna 2, 30-617/ Tel. & fax; +48 (012) 654-5824/ E-mail:krakow@pamho,net
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawy 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/
Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@pamho.net
Wroclaw — ul. Bierutowska 23, 51-317 (mail: MTSK 50-900, Wroclaw 2, P.0. Box 858)/
Tel. & fax: +48 (071) 345-7981/ E-mail. ratibharta.hks@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Czarnow (New Sanfipura) — Czarnow 21, 58-424 Pisarzowice, gm. Kamienna Gora/
Tel. +48 (07574) 128 92/ E-mail: raghu@friko5.onat.pl
SPAIN
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel, +34 93 302-5194
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004/ Tel. +34 91 521-3006
Mélaga — Ctra, Alora, 3, Int., 20140 Churriana/ Tel. +34 95 262-1038
RURAL COMMUNITY
Guadalajara (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega/ Tel. +34 949 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@pamhe.net
RESTAURANT
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/
Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

SWEDEN

+ Gilhenburg — Hojdgatan 224, 431 36 Moelndal/ Tel. +46 (031) 879648/ Fax; +46 (031) 879657
4 Lund — Bredgatan 28 ipg, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 389500; Restaurant: +46 (046) 120413/

Fax: +46 (046) 188804

# Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-8813/

Uppsala — ISKCON, 74193 Knivsta/ Tel, +46 (018) 102924/ E-mail: iskcon@telia.com
RURAL COMMUNITY
Jarna — Almviks Gard, 153 95/ Tel. +46 (08551) 52050/ Fax: +46 (D8551) 52060/
E-mail: almviks.gard@pamho,net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Githenburg — Govinda’s, Viktoriagatan 24, 41125/ Tel, +46 (031) 139698

SWITZERLAND
Basel — St. Jakob-Strasse 33, 4132 Muttenz/ Tel. & fax: +41 (061) 462-0614/

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Ziirich — Govinda's, Preyergasse 16, 800/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/

OTHER GOUNTRIES
Aarhus, Denmark — Radio Krishna's Bogcafe, Thorvaldsensgade 32, 8000 Aarhus G/
Tel. +45 (08) 676-1545
Amsterdam, The Netherlands — Van Hilligaeristraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/
Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net
Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000/ Tel, +32 (03) 237-0037
Bralislava, Slovak Republic — Za farou 12, 83107/ Tel. +0042 (17) 4371-2257/
E-mail: raghunatha.priya.bvs@pamho.net

% Bucharest, Romania — str. Laborator, No. 124, BI: 40, Ap. 95/ Tel. +40 (1) 350-3575 or

+40 (56) 191565/ E-mail: krishna_ragini@usa.net
Copenhagen (Hillerad), Denmark — Bauneve] 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/
Fax: +45 4828-7331/ E-mail: dk.community@pamho.net
Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770/ Tel. & fax; +43 (02) 634-7731/
E-mail: austria@pamho.net
Helsinki, Finland — Rucholahdenkatu 24 D (Ill krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/
Fax; +358 (9) 694-9837/ E-mail; krishna@saunalahti.fi
lasi, Romania — Stradela Moara De Vint 72, 6600
Kaunas, Lithuania — 37, Savanoryu pr./ Tel. +370 (7) 22-2574 or 26-8953/
Fax: +370 (7) 70-6642/ E-mail: kaunas@pamho.net
Lishon, Portugal — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa Tel. & fax; +351(01) 314-0314 or
352-0038/ E-mail: dhira_krsna_das@mail.pt
Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 1000/ Tel. +386 (061) 131-2124/ Fax: +386 (061) 310815/
E-mail: ljubljana@pamho.net
Oslo, Norway — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172
Paris, France — 31 rue du docteur Jean Vaguier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax:
+33 (01) 4303-0951/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net
Plovdiv, Bulgaria — ul. Prosveta 56, Kv. Proslav, 4015/ Tel, +359 (032) 446962/
E-mail: plovdiv@pamho.net
Porla, Portugal — Rua S. Miguel 19, 4050-560 (mail: Apartada 4108, 4002-00)/
Tel. & fax: (351) 222-007-223/ E-mail: oriente.porto@teleweb.pt
Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 290, Praha 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel, +42 (02} 5795-0391 or
-0401/ Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@pamho.net
Pula, Croatia — Vinkuran centar 58, 52000 (mail: P.0. Box 16)/ Tel. & fax: +385 (052) 573581
Riga, Latvia — 56, K. Baron st., L1011/ Tel. +371 (02) 27-2490/ Fax; +371 (2) 27-4120/
E-mail: riga@pamho.net .
Rijeka, Croatia — Sv. Jurja 32, 51000 (mail: P.O. Box 61)/ Tel. +385 {051) 543 055/
Fax: +385 (051) 543 056/ E-mail. navadvipa.hks@pamho.net
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — ISKCON, Gornjo Vakufska 12, 71000/
Tel. +387 (071) 201530
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-5940/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926/
Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net
Skopje, Macedonia — Wvz. “ISKGON,” Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000/ Tel, +389 (091) 201451
Sofia, Bulgaria — 4 "F.J Kjuri" Str., 1113 Sofia (mail: Sofia 1000, R.0. Box 827)/
Tel. +359 (02) 705-616 or 389-0488/ E-mail; sofia@pamho,net
Split, Croatia — Cesta Mutogras 26, 21312 Podstrana {mail: .0, Box 290, 2100)/
Tel. +385 (021) 651137
Tallinn, Estonia — Luise Street 11a, 10142/ Tel. +372 6460047
Timisoara, Romania — ISKCON, Porumbescu 92, 190/ Tel. +40 (056) 154776/
Vienna, Auslria — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Rostzergaase 34/3, 117/
Tel, & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@pamho.net
Vilnius, Lithuania — 23-1, Raugiklos st,, 2024/ Tel. +370 (2) 23-5218/ E-mail. vilnius@pamho.net
Zagreb, Croatia — (mail: P.0. Box 68, 10001)/ Tel, & fax; +385 (01) 3772-643

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Czech Republic — Krsnuv Dvur ¢. 1, 267 28 Chotysany/ Tel, +420 (0602) 375978/
E-mail: varanasrama.lok@pamho.net
France (Bhakiivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenais/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-8235/
Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.hks@pamho.net
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay e Male/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax; +33 (02) 5440-2893/ E-mail: new.mayapur@pamho.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Neerre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/

Tel. +45 3333-7444
Oslo, Norway — Krishna’s Guisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Soukenicka 27, 110 00 Prague-1/

Tel. +420 (02) 2481-6631 or 2481-6016/ E-mail: prahlada.nrsimha.ss@pamho.net
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Na hrazi 5, 180 00 Prague 8-Liben/

Tel, +420 (02) 683-7226/ E-mail. prahlada.nrsimha.ss@pamho.net
Presov, Slovak Republic — Govinda's, Hlavna 70, 08001/ Tel, +0042 (191) 722 819
Tallinn, Estonia — Damodara, Lauteri Street 1, 10114/ Tel. +372 6442650
Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

E-mail: sacidulal.bcs@pamho.net

o Lugano — Via Borghese 12, 6600 Locarno/ Tel, +41 (091) 752-3851/ Fax: +41 (091) 751-3852/
E-mail: bhaktalabhya.hks@pamho,net

e Ziirich— Bergstrasse 54, 8030/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3368/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail; kgs@pamho.net

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES
RUSSIA
Astrahan — 141052, 8-59, Botvina st./ Tel, +7 (8510) 28-9431
Chita — 27, Kurnatovskogo st./ Tel. +7 (30222} 23-4971 or -0911/ E-mail: kar@rex.chita.ru
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Ekaterinburg — 620078, G. Ekaterinburg, per. Otdelniy SDK VOG/ Tel. +7 (3432) 74-2200 or
49-5262/ E-malil: ekaterinburg@pamho.net
Irkuisk — st. Krimskaya 6A/ Tel. (3952) 38-71-32 or 3240-62/ E-mail: iosk@iosk.irkutsk.su
Kazan — 13, Sortirovochnaya st, pos.Yudino/ Tel. +7 (8432) 55-2529 or 42-9991
Krasnodar — 418, Stepnaya st., selo Elizavetinskoye, Krsnodarski kraif Tel. +7 (8612) 50-1694
Kurjinovo — 8, Shosseinaya st., pos. Ershovo, Urupski region, Karachayevo-Cherkessia
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.0. Box 69), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fax: +7 (095) 945-3317
Moscow — Nekrasovsky pos., Dmitrovsky reg., 141700/ Tel. +7 (095) 577-8543, -8601, or -8775/
Fax: +7 (095) 446-4746
Murmansk — 16, Frolova st. (mail: 0. Box 5823)/ Tel. +7 (8152) 58-9284/
E-mail: upendra@mun.rospac.ru
Nijny Novgorod — 14b, Chemigovskaya st/ Tel. +7 (8312) 30-5197 or 25-2592/
E-mail: info@iskcon.nnov.ru
Novorossiysk — 117, Shillerovskaya st/ Tel. +7 (86134) 38-926 or 51-415
Novosibirsk —18/2 Kholodilynaya st., 630001/ Tel. +7 (3832) 46-2655 or -2666
Omsk — 664099, 42 10th Severnaya st. (mail: P.0. Box 8741)/ Tel. +7 (3812) 24-5310 or 41-4051
Perm — 12, Verhnekuryinskaya st., 614065/ Tel. +7 (3422) 33-5740 or 27-0681/ E-mail: fil@pi.ccl.ru
Rostov-Na-Donu — 84/1, Saryana st., 344025 (mail: P.O. Box 64, 344007)/
Tel. & fax: +7 (8632) 51-0456
Samara — 122, Aeroporiovskoye sh., Zubchininovka/ Tel. +7 (B462) 97-0318 or -0323
Simbirsk — 10, Glinki st., 432002/ Tel. +7 (8422) 21-4016
Sochi — 81a, Lesnaya st., Bytha/ Tel. +7 (8622) 98-5630/ Tel. & fax: +7 (8622) 97-2483
Ulan-Ude — 670013, Prirechnaya str. 23/ Tel. +7 (3012) 30-795/ E-mail: abpchk@burnet. siberia.ru
Vladimir — 60000, Nikolo-Galeyskaya st. 56/25/ Tel. +7 (0922) 32-6726/ E-mail: viadimir@pamho.net
Viadivostok — 5-1, Rudneva st., 690087/ Tel. +7 (4232) 23-6685
RESTAURANTS
Ekaterinburg — Sankirtana, 33 Bardina st/ Tel. +7 (3432) 41-2737
S1. Petersburg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky pr., 190008/ Tel. +7 (812) 113-7896
Vladivostok — Gopal's, 10/12, Oleansky pr/ Tel. +7 (4232) 26-8943/
E-mail: vrajendra. kumar.pvs@pamho.net

UKRAINE
Dnepropetrovsk — Kalininskiy spusk 39/ Tel. +73 (0562) 42-3631 or 45-4709/

E-mail: vibhuli@iskcon.dp.ua
Donelsk — 22, Rubensa st., Makeyevka 339018/ Tel. +380 (0622) 94-9104 or -3140/

E-mail: premada@iskcon.donetsk.ua
Kharkov — 43, Verhnegiyovskaya st., Holodnaya Gora, 310015/ Tel. +380 (0572) 20-2167 or 72-6869/

. E-mail: kharkov@iskcon. kharkov.ua

Kiev — Dmitrievskaya, 21-13/ Tel. +380 (044) 219-1041 or -1042/

Tel. & fax: +380 (044) 244-4934/ E-mail: kiev@pamho.net
Kiev — 16, Zorany per., 254078/ Tel. +380 (044) 433-8312, or 434-7028 or -5533/

E-mail: kiev@pamho.net
Lvov — 4, Aurora st., Bldg. No. 4, 290032/ Tel. +380 (0322) 33-3106 or 72-8756
Nikolaev — 5-8, Sudostroitelny per., 327052/ Tel. +380 (0510) 35-1734/

E-mail: vandya@iskcon aip.nikolaev.ua
Vinnica — 5, Chkalov st., 28601/ Tel. +380 {0432) 32-3152/ E-mail: om@iskcon.vinnica.ua

OTHER COUNTRIES
Rlmaty, Kazakstan — 5, Kommunarov per., 480022/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-3830 or -3930/

E-mail: advaita@advaita.itpm.alma-ata.su
Baku, Azerhaijan — 2, Zardobi per., Uzbekistan st., pos. 8th km. 370060/ Tel. +994 (12) 21-2376/

E-mail: baku@pamho.net
Bishkek, Kirgizstan — 5, Omsky per., 720007/ Tel. +7 (3312) 24-2230 or 44-3776/

E-mail: ildar@nlpub.freenet.bishkek.su
Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — 38, Anzob st., 734001/ Tel. +7 (3772) 27-1920 or -3990
Kishinev, Maldova — 13, A. Popovich st., 277022/ Tel. +373 (2) 55-8089 or 76-9254/

E-mail: kishinev&pamho.net
Minsk, Belarus — 11, Pavlova st., 220053/ Tel. +375 (172) 13-0629/ E-mail: minsk@pamho.net
Sukhumi, Georgia — st. Pr-t Mira d 274/ Tel. +995 (8122) 2-9954
Tashkent, Uzhekistan — 54, Chervyakova st., 700005/ Tel. +7 (3712) 93-0352 or 34-4612/

E-mail: root@krish.tashkent.su
Thilisi, Georgia — 16, Kacharava st., Avchalskoye sh., 380053/ Tel. +995 (32) 62-3326

or 98-5812/ E-mail: nandapriya.hks@pamho.net

RESTAURANT
Almaly, Kazakstan — 4, Zalomova st., 480037/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-1444

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8359-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149
E-mail: adelaide@pamho.net
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax; +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brishane@pamho.net
Ganberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, AGT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax; +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net
Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIG 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail; melbourne@ipamho.net
Newcastle —28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000/
E-mail: shyamananda_das@hotmail.com.au

o Perth— 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax; +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
e Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (029) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (029) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sydney@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Qak Hill, Dean’s Marsh Road, VIC 3241/ Tel +61 (03) 5288-7383/
E-mail: gangadasa@telstra.easymail.com.au
Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane {off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02) 4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney templg)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brisbane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net

Y Darlinghurst — Govinda's Upstairs,12 Darlinghurst Road, NSW 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 9380-5162

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopal’s, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

% New Caslle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300

Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/
E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 5298 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Ghristchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@tclear.net.nz
Lahasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Lautaka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Port Moreshy, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P.0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa (mail; P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Bax 2183, Govt. Bidgs.)/
Tel. +679 393 599/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.ij
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Gourse (mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu)/
Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal’s, 246 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 306-4143
Christchurch, NZ — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St.f Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035/
E-mail: iskconchch@ckar.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific, Laucala
Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St/ Tel. +678 312295

AFRICA
GHANA
Accra — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box 11686)
Kumasi —P.0. Box 101, US.T
Nkawkaw — P.0. Box 69
Sunyani — South Ridge Estates, P.0. Box 685
Takoradi — New Amanful, P.0. Box 328
Tarkwa — State Housing Estate, Cyanide
RURAL COMMUNITY
Eastern Region — Hare Krishna Farm Community, P.0. Box 15, Old Akrade

NIGERIA
Abeokuta — Ibadan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.0. Box 5177)
Benin City — 108 Lagos Rd., Uselu/ Tel. +234 (052) 247900
Enugu — 56, Destiny Layout, Old Abakaliki Rd., Near Enugu Airport, Emene (by Efemeluna Bus stop)
Ibadan — 700 meters from Iwo Rd., Ibadan-Lagos Express Way (mail: UIPO Box 9996)/

E-mail: gboyega@ibadan.skannet.com
Jos — Airforce Base, Abattoir Rd., by Nammua, Ginrng Village (mail: P.0. Box 6557)
Kaduna — Federal Housing Estate, Abuja Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1121), Goningora Village
Lagos — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajaoo Estate 7/8 Bus stop, International Airpart Rd.

{mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169/ E-mail: adolphus@nipost.pinet.net

Port Harcourt — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi

% New listing 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing



GeNTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Warri — Okwodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Orerakpe Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1922)

SOUTH AFRICA
Gape Town — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net
+ Durban — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003}, Chatsworth, 4030/
Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net
+ Johannesburg — 7971 Gapricon St. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P.0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975 or 852-3176/
Tel. & fax: 427 (011) 852-3176/ E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com
4+ Johanneshurg — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park/ Tel. +27 (011) 726-1168 or
(083) 231-0878/ E-mail: iskconcj@iafrica.com
Port Elizabeth — 15 Whitehall Gourt, Western Road 8000/ Tel. & fax +27 (041) 534330
Pretoria — 1189 Church St., Hatfield 0083 {mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

OTHER COUNTRIES
Abidjan, Cote D'lvoire — AICK-CI, 01 B.P. 8366
Gaborone, Botswana — P.0. Box 201003/ Tel. +267 307768/ Fax; +267 301988
e Kampala, Uganda — 9 Dewington Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1647), Kampala/ Tel. +256 7564-2741
o Kisumu, Kenya — Cairo Rd., P.0. Box 9202/ Tel. +254 (035) 21352/ Fax: +254 (035) 43827/
E-mail: joebalaram@hotmail.com
Marondera, Zimbabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.0. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 887-7801
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224)/
Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. {mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 686-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hki@bow.intnet.mu
Rose Hill, Mauritius —13 Gordon St./ Tel. +230 454-5275/ E-mail: iskcon.hki@intnet.mu
RURAL COMMUNITY
Maurilius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3955/
E-mail: iskcon.hkl@intnet.mu
% Uganda (Hare Krishna Farm) — Sgeta Town, Kampala

LATIN AMERICA
BOLIVIA
Cochabamhba — Av. Heroinas E-435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070)/ Tel. & fax: +591 (042) 54346/
E-mail: bbt@pino.cbb.entelnet.bo
# La Paz — Pasaje Jauregui, 2262/ Tel. +591 (02) 390458/ Tel. & fax: +591 (02) 392710/
E-mail: maturesh@bo.net
+ Sanla Cruz — Calle 27 de Mayo No. 99 esq. Justo Bazan/ Tel. & fax: +591 (03) 345189/
E-mail: sistemas@mitai.nrs.bolnet.bo
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Cochabamba — Restaurant Gopal, calle Espafia N-250 (Galeria Olimpia)/
Tel. +591 (042) 34082
Cochabamba — Restaurant Govinda, calle Mexico #£0303/ Tel. +591 (042) 22568
CGochahamba — Restaurant Tulasi, Av. Hercinas E-262
La Paz — Restaurant Imperial, Calle Sagarnaga No. 213
Oruro — Restaurant Govinda, Calle 6 de Octubre No. 6071
Santa Cruz — Snack Govinda, Calle Bolivar esq. Av. Argomosa (primer anillo)/
Tel. +591 (03) 345189
Sucre — Restaurant Sat Sanga, Calle Tarapacd No. 161/ Tel. +591 (64) 22547

RURAL COMMUNITY
Bolivia — (contact ISKCON Cachabamba)

BRAZIL
Belém, PA — Av. Almirante Tamandari, 1012, Centro, CEP 66023 000/ Tel. +55 (091) 243-0558/
E-mail: krsnadas@libnet.com.br
4 Belo Horizonle, MG — R, Ametisla, 212, Prado, CEP 30410 420/ Tel. +55 (031) 332-8460/
E-mail: iskconmg@gold.com.br
Campina Grande, PB — R. Verancio Neiva, 136, Centro/ E-mail: mnama@netwaybbs.com.br
+ Curitiba, PR — Rua Alberto Bolliger, 288, Juveve, CEP/ Tel. +55 (041) 363-3113/
E-mail: nataraj@bol.com.br
Floriandpalis, SC — R. Cesar Augusto de Souza, 319, Careanos, CEP 88047 440/
E-mail: iswara@matrix.com.br
Fortaleza, CE — R. José Lourengo, 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115 228 / Tel. +55 (085) 264-1273
E-mail: harece@brhs.com.br
Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1599, Centro, CEP 69005 141/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202/
E-mail: iskconam@internext.com.br
Natal, RN — Praia de Serinhaem, 2254, Ponta Negra, CEP 55092 180
Porlo Alegre, RS — R. Tomds Flores, 331, Bonfim, GEP 80035 201/ Tel. +55 (051) 233-1474
E-mail: taptakan@zaz.com.br
Recife, PE — R. Demdclitos de Souza Filho, 235, Madalena, 50001 970/
E-mall: harerama@elogica.com,br
Ribeirdo Preto, SP — R. Carlos Gomes, 2315, Campos Eldsios, GEP 14085 400/
Tel. +55 {016) 628-1533
Rio de Janeira, RJ— (contact ISKCON Teresopolis)
Salvador, BA — R. Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas, 40225 460/ Tel. +55 (071) 382-1064/
E-mail: iskconba@atarde.com.br
S#o Carlos, SP — R. Emilio Ribas, 195, Centro, CEP 13563 060
580 Paulo, SP — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecilia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352/
E-mall: iskconsp@zipmail.com.br

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Parati, RJ (Fazenda Goura Vrindavana) — CP 62, Serto |daiatuba, CEP 23970 020/
E-mail: ramadhanuh@hotmail.com
Pindamonhangaba, SP (Fazenda Nova Gokula) — CP 108, Bairro Ribeiro Grande, CEP 12400 000/
Tel. +55 (012) 982-9036/ Fax: +55 (012) 982-9036/ E-mail: faznovgk@iconat.com.br
Teresopolis, RJ (Vrajabhumi Dhama) — CP 92430, Varzea, CEP 25351 970/ Tel. +55(021) 262-8208
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Caxias do Sul, RS — R. Italia Travi, 601, Rio Branco CEP 95097 710

MEXICO
Guadalajara — Pedro Moreno No. 1731, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. +52 (3) 616-0775
Mexico City — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F, 11850/

Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@pamho.net
Monterrey — Av. Luis Elizondo No. 400, local 12, Col. Alta Vista/ Tel. +52 (8) 387-3028
Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires/ Tel. +52 (84) 178752
Tulancingo — {mail:) Apartado 252, Hildago/ Tel. +52 (775) 34072/

E-mail: libbhkti@mail.internet.com.mx

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Guadalajara — Contact ISKCON Guadalajara

Veracruz — Mail: Jesus Garcia 33, Col. Ferrocarril, Cerro Azul/ E-mail: libbhkti@mail internet.com.mx
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Veracruz — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel. +52 (272) 57525

PERU
Lima — Carretera Central Km. 32 (frente a la curva que baja a la Cantuta) Chosica/

Tel. & fax: +51 (014) 491-0250
Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. 51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe
Lima — Av. Garcilaso de la Vega 1670/ Tel. +51 (014) 433-2589

RURAL COMMUNITY
Correo De Bella Vista— DPTO De San Martin

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Guzco — Espaderos 128

OTHER COUNTRIES
Asuncidn, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925/ Tel. +595 (021) 480-266/
Fax: +595 (021) 490-449/ E-mail: johgilba@infonet.com.py
Bogotd, Colombia — Calle 46 BIS, 3-27, Chapinero Alto/ Tel. & fax +57 (01) 288-4680/
Tel. +57 (01) 288-6692/ E-mail: dharma-pdb@navegante.net.co
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. +57 (023) 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida La Colina, Quinta El Carmen, Las Acacias/ Tel. +58 (02) 6902128
Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mts. abajo/
Tel. +505 (341) 2359
Essequibo Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guatemala, Guatemala — Calzada Roosevelt 4-47 tercer nivel, Zona 11
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumani@ecua.net.ec
Montevideo, Uruguay — Congregacion Hare Krishna, Carlos Lallemand 1610 y Dalmiro Costa,
CP 11400/ Tel. +598 (02) 403 4808/ E-mail: iskcon@adinet.com.uy
Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, casa #10, frente a INPSA,
(mail: P.0. Box 6-1776, EI Dorado)/ Tel. +507 231-6561/ E-mail: iskconpanama@hotmail. com
Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, No.19-36
Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556 (2000)/ Tel. +54 (041) 252630 or
264243/ Fax: +54 (041) 490838/ E-mail: rosario@dasa.satlink.net
San Miguel, Argenlina — Muqoz 1745, entre Concejal Tribulato y Espaqa, (1663), Pcia. Buenos
Aires/ Tel. +54 (011) 4664-6631 or 4667-0483/ E-mail: bhaktiyoga@sinectis.com.ar
San Salvador, El Salvador — Cuidad Merliot {mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 78-0799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel.net
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle San Francisco de Asis No. 73, Ensanche Ozama/
E-mail: svats1949@aol.com
Tequcipalpa, Honduras — (mail: Apartado Postal 30305)/ Tel. +504 32-3172/ Fax. +504 34-780
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Eastern Main Rd., Garden Village, Arouca (mail: B. Narine,
Rice Mill Rd., Garden Village, Arouca)/ Tel, +1 (868) 646-1062/ E-mail: devahuti@usa.net
Trinidad and Tobago, Wes!t Indies — Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel. +1 (809) 647-3165/
E-mail: balaram@tstt.net it
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada-Edinburgh Road, Longdenville, Chaguanas/
Tel. +1 (868) 665-2249/ E-mail: agni.sdg@pamho.net
RURAL GCOMMUNITIES
Argentina (Bhaklilata Puri) — Giudad de la Paz 3554 (1429) Capital Federal/
Tel. & fax: +54 (01) 523-8085
Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/
Tel. 612688 en Cali
Costa Rica (Nueva Goloka Vrindavana) — Carretera Cartago-Paraiso, de la iglesia cristiana Rios
de Agua Viva, 75 metros al oeste y 300 metros al sudeste, Cartago (mail: Apartado 166,
1002, Paseo de los Estudiantes)/ Tel. +506 551-6752 or 227-4505/ Fax; +506 552-3838 or
226-0685/ E-mail: goloka@sol.rasca.co.cr
Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaquily/ E-mail: nrsmha@cue.satnet.net
El Salvador — Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana — Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Jagannath Prasadam, Triunvirato 4266 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 521-3396
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Restaurante Tulasi, Marcelo T. de Alvear 628, Local 30/



Howling Blue Jackals

INDIA’'S HITOPADESA, asort of a sort of Aesop’s
fables, tells of a nosy jackal who, while slinking
around a village, fell headfirst into a vat of blue
dye. He pulled himself out, shook, and dashed
back into the forest, his mangy fur drying to a bril-
liant blue.

The other forest animals, even the lions, be-
held the blue newcomer with awe. Accepting him
as a supernatural being, they promptly elected him
the new king of the jungle. The clever jackal, long
accustomed to scrounging remnants from other
beasts, quickly adjusted to the royal life of fresh
meat served by loyal subjects.

One night, when the full moon appeared, the
jubilant jackal let forth a long, deeply satisfied
howl. Hearing it, the other animals realized their
new king’s true identity and drove him from the
throne.

Moral: However one may doll himself up on
the outside, his inner colors will eventually show.

Recently, controversy surrounded another
election, the one for President of the United
States. During the long campaign, the candidates
touted their superior character and qualifications.
But when a remarkably close finish delayed a
decisive outcome, both candidates quickly de-
scended to self-righteous posturing and legal
wrangling. Each dispatched packs of diamond-
studded legal gladiators to argue passionately and
eloquently over a boxful of disputed, ill-punched
ballots.

The battle created a sense of what to expect
from any new administration: partisanship, petty
arrogance, feverish attachment, and scarcely a
mention of the God in whom, their motto says,
Americans trust.
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What would a Krsna conscious leader do?

A Krsna conscious leader, as described in
Srimad-Bhagavatam, would remember the su-
premacy of God’s will and seek to understand it.
He would be detached, knowing he is in truth an
eternal soul and not identified with a particular
country, race, position, or political party.

Such an enlightened leader might attack the
vile, destructive slaughterhouse industry with

| the same zeal that the American legal system

recently cracked down on big tobacco companies.

| He would present fresh, spiritual approaches to

social ills such as crime, divorce, abortion, and
inaccessible health care.

Krsna conscious leaders are known as rajarsis,
rare souls who embody the abilities of a noble,
powerful leader (raja), and yet are saintly persons
(rsis). The ancient rajarsis valued character and
spirituality above all. In every circumstance they
took guidance from priests and scriptures. Rather
than clinging to office till death, in their maturity
they responsibly renounced their kingdoms and
devoted themselves fully to developing love of
God.

Without such a sincere and overarching per-
sonal commitment to God consciousness, how can
a leader exhibit good qualities? One who thinks
“I am this body” will always be driven by a self-
centered craving for material profit, adoration,
and distinction. One such animal will compete
with another for the top spot, with public interest
an afterthought and God all but off the radar
screen.

Tired of the bickering, Americans now hope
to hear sweet music. But the howling has already
begun. —Kalakantha Dasa, Associate Editor



Vrindavan Activity Set

~—created by Kim Waters

i A beautifully illustrated

is the scene for Krsna and
His cowherd boy and girl
friends. Items encourage

activities like arati, tulasi

arati, preparing prasadam,
and go-pija. Set includes:
altar, garuda stambha,

$19.95

K;‘gfga_Land
Two to eight players (ages 4 to 12) compete in collecting fruits and

flowers to offer the Divine Couple while trying to avoid the monkeys.

Includes playing board, 80 Lotus Cards, 30/Om Cards, 60 offering
tokens, 4 cowherd girl and 4 cowherd boy tokens. $18.95
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Transcendental
- Treasure Hunt
. Two to four players
(all ages) answer
- questions from six
. _categories as they
g move around the
board collecting
tilaka symbols that
. allow them to go
- “home, back to
| Godhead.” $18.95

model of a temple courtyard

" 10 play-figures, 6 village
. animal playmates, 2 trees,
- tulasi plant, 7 arati items
. for puja, temple entrance
.~ bell, songs, and prayers.
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The Pnnce T - = r—
And the Polestar—retold and 1llus- ::-:;
trated by Kosa Ely (Kosaripa Devi
Dasi). The story of Dhruva Maharaja e
is presented in a charming style —
that will delight young readers, with )
beautiful full-color illustrations on -
D
every page. Hardbound, 32 pages,
$14.95. Also available on CD, _
narrated by Harinama Chintamani =
with beautiful music composed and ik
performed by Bada Haridas. $9.95 ==
sl
m—
Johannes Etok —
]

B

A: Paintings by
Jhanafjana Dasa,
Vaisnava dates -

for 59 cities, 20" x 28", $19.50
B: Radha and Krishna’s Pets, color-
and-paste activity calender, “match-
ing” game, 11" x 14", 32 pages, $7.95
C: BBT Art, with Vaisnava and

civil holidays, 12" x 18", $6.95
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-Bhagavad-gita As It Is - ;

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
The authoritative biography

of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahz‘aprabhu, :BHAGAVAD_GITA-

by Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami. _ ASITIS)

9-vlolulme edition, $349.50

Deluxe Edition

The Gita is the essence of India’s
Vedic wisdom and one of the
great spiritual and philosophical
classics of the world. Hardbound,
1,045 pages, $24.95; regular hard-
bound edition, $14.95; softbound .
G Yl) $15.95 : ; His D Gract A.C BIawIntomais S

Srila Prthupéda’s VedaBASE

= = & For monthly payments of only $25 you can now
have the VedaBASE, with no interest charges!
Complete works, $595; books only, $295

(all to order: [-600-800-3284

All of Prabhupada’s recorded words on one CD!

S'ﬁmad-Bhégévafaﬁi_' =

~This 18-volume set of all twelve

cantos is your encyclopedia to the
spiritual world. Over 200 color
plates, approximately 1,000 pages

' pet volume, hardbound. $399.95.

SPECIAL PRICE FOR LIMITED
TIME: $249.95. Six-volume set

of the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth
cantos, $99.95

Krsna, the:Supreme Personality
Of Godhead

Absorb yourself in Lord Krsna’s
pastimes with Srila Prabhupada’s
complete Krsna book. Two-volume
paperback set, 1,084 pages, 29 color
plates, $15:95. Special BTG price!—

$9.95
GF]
‘D rw
CERTIEIGATES
Call for details: 1-600-600-3264
Outside US and Canada: 1-336-871-2620




Srila Prabhupada Slokas
Published by the Bhaktivedanta
Archives, this compendium of
selected verses is arranged by
source. It includes an index of
the first and third lines of the
verses, as well as an index of
verses by subject. Softhound
(vinyl cover), 5.5" x 8.5".

503 pages. $24.95

Other Books and Compilations of Teachings

Collected Teachings—7 volumes. Lectures from
Caitanya-caritamrta, Teachings of Queen Kunti,
and other books. Hardbound, $195

Srimad-Bhagavatam Lectures—11 volumes.
Hardbound, $269

Bhagavad-gita Lectures—7 volumes.

Hardbound, $225
Stila Prabhupada Siksamrta—3 volumes.
Srila Prabhupada’s letters organized by subject.
Hardbound, $108
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead—
2 volumes. Softbound, $9.95

The Nectar of Devotion—Hardbound, $24.95

Teachings of Lord Caitanya—Hardbound, $19.95

Sri Isopanisad—Softbound, $2.95

The Nectar of Instruction—Softbound, $2.95

The Laws of Nature: An Infallible Justice—
Hardbound, $5.95

The Science of Self-Realization—Deluxe,
hardbound, $13.95; regular hardbound, $9.95;
softhound, $3.95

The Jowrney of Self-Discovery—Hardbound, $9.95

Dharma—Hardbound, $7.95

QOur Original Position—Hardbound, $9.95

On the Way to Krsna—Softbound, $1.95

Quest for Enlightenment—Hardbound, $9.95

- he Bhaktivedanta Library is a means to preserve and perpetuate all of
Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. You can get either a Book Library or an
Augmented Library. A Book Library is a collection of Prabhupada’s books
! and the Bhaktivedanta Archives’s compilations on his life and teachings.
The Augmented Library includes all the books plus audio and video presen-
tations. Our Layaway Program allows you to reserve all the books you need
(some books are printed in limited quantities) and have the convenience
of monthly payments. You have two options: (1) we’ll bill twelve equal
monthly payments to your credit card; (2) reserve your library with just
10% down, and pay the balance in twelve equal monthly payments. With
either option, the books will be shipped after your last payment is received.
You can pay your full balance at any time and receive the books early.

P Sria g}ulﬁw&na'
i The Dhonge Soevien - Dhotoos 1-9

Videos of Srila Prabhupada

Memories Series— 26 in all. Call for listing,
each $19.95; Special price for any 10, $150.
Save $49.50!

Srimad-Bhagavatam Lectures—
8 lectures. Call for details. Each $24.95

Svila Prabhupada’s Life— Acarya Series, Images
Series, more. Call for listing. Each $24.95

Festivals with Srila Prabhupada—a12 tapes of lectures.
Call for listing. Each $19.95

Srila Prabhupada’s Lectures on CD

#61: Mayapur, '74—"Demon-cracy”

#62: Mayapur, '74—"Any Woman Can Understand
Krsna”

#063: LA, '68—"Dovetail Everything for Krsna”

#64: Stockholm, *73—“Conversation with India’s
Ambassador”

#65: Bombay, *72—“Chain Smokers, Flesh Eaters”

#66: Bombay, '68—"“Remembering Kesava Maharaja”

#67: London, '73—"“You May Be God . . . But Not the
Supreme God"

#68: London, '73—“Becoming Imitation Krsnas”

#69: London, '73—"Ksatriya Spirit”

69 CDs now available. Call for detailed listing or visit

our web site: krsna.com/bazaar/ Each $5.95

Srila Prabhupada’s Unedited Bhajanas
The Vintage Series—9 CD set with CD case,
$79.95. The Vintage Series, Part 2—

8 CD set with CD case, $69.95
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SPECIAL OFFER!
“Inkjet Canvas
Prints from the
book Windows-to the
Spiritual World. A
special process
called giclée uses a -
UV protective
~ varnish that pre-
vents fading for
decades. 16"x 20",
' . $80; custom order:
Windows to the 36"x 48", $500

WlndOWS tO Spiritual World ' Three paintings to-
The Spiritual World ~ § Spmivedtiomanddhe choose from:
Spitrealism and the Art of Puskar ~ Art of Puskar a. Govinda and Calf,
T - By Robert Masla b. Krsna with Flute,

“ An adventure of cultural c: Watersports

transformation and
self-realization seen
through the paintings of
Puskara Dasa, one of
ISKCON'’s most accom-
plished artists. 184 pages,

. hardbound, with dust
jacket, 105 color plates,
35 b&w photos and
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— lr‘ § :
== | BIGService Center / Hare Krsna B |
= ervice Center / Hare Arsna Bazaar & Devotional
— | PO, Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA « (800) 800-3284 £ i W I I H :
s | Qutside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641 H s ﬂ dnqmqs
e | i ; L - :
—t l i E-mail: archives@earthlink.net » Web: www.krsna.com : 3 -
e gl | ““Please send me: - il Qry. Amount g
: [ :
p—y— l s §
— :
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=
:
| Payment method: _ Subtotal i
ELE Check [ money order S/H (min. $4.00)*
| [ Creditcasd Amt. enclosed
: Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. (US funds only.) For subserip- §
tions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit £
| cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover. . %
: Name . Tel. %
Address Apt. -
| i = Pt Hand-painted 4%
City ] State Zip ] g
| and sequined. §
Card no. Exp. :
| : Each slightly
Signature ; :
| different from f-—
* Mainland USA please add minimum of $4.00 or 10% of order value. : ;
i Orders outside USA add 30% of order value. o plcmmd.

3'x 4', $45 ea.




Vedic Thoughts

One should act according to the
order of Krsna. This is a very

important point. That order of Krsna

comes through disciplic succession
from the bona fide spiritual master.

Therefore the spiritual master’s order
should be taken as the prime duty of life.
If one gets a bona fide spiritual master

and acts according to his direction,
then one’s perfection of life in
Krsna consciousness is guaranteed.

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Both animals and men share

the activities of eating, sleeping, mating,

and defending. But the special
property of the humans is that they
are able to engage in spiritual life.
Therefore, without spiritual life,

humans are on the level of animals.

Hitopadesa
. .
Who can be worthy of the name

of the Supreme Lord but the
Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna?

Bhagavad-gita As It Is 18.57, Purport Brahméji collected the water

© emanating from the nails of His feet
in order to award it to Lord Siva
as a worshipful welcome. This very water
[the Ganges] is purifying the
whole universe, including Lord Siva.

Pure devotional love of God
is unattainable without great faith,
without intense eagerness
to relish the nectarean pastimes
of the Supreme Lord, and without a
deep understanding of the
esoteric truths of the scriptures. *

~ SriSita Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.18.21

The holy name of Krsna
is the highest benediction. It is sweeter
than the sweetest honey, and it is
. the fruit of transcendental knowledge
of the tree of the entire Vedic scriptures.

y Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
Sri Sanmodana Bhasyam (commentary of
Lord Caitanya’s Sri Siksastaka)

Pure love for Krsna
is eternally established in the hearts
of the living entities. It is not
something to be gained from .
another source. When the heart is
purified by hearing and chanting
[about Krsna], the living entity
naturally awakens.

Skanda Purana
Quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa (11.234)

The word krs is the attractive feature
of the Lord’s existence, and na means
spiritual pleasure. Krs added to na becomes

y Krsna, which indicates the Absolute Truth.
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 22.107 Mahabharata, Udyoga Parva 71.4

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.



Complete your BTG
collection now before

the issues you

pmd want sell out!

Kierkegatrd z ]
Mindthe R7 - 1986
Three (Todes . & 1987

1988
1989

1991
1992
1993
1994

1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

2000

Only $4 each!”

To order in the USA or Canada call:
1-800-800-3284

Or write to: Back to Godhead Service Center,
P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA
*Inludes postage for USA orders and surface-
mail orders outside the USA. Inquire for
air-mail postage outside the USA.

January, August

May, June, August

June, August, September, October,

November, December

Jan/Feb, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, October

Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec

Jan/Feb, March/April, July/August, Nov/Dec
March/April, May/June, July/August

Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August,
Sept/Oct

Jan/Feb, March/April, July/August, Sept/Oct
Jan/Feb, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec
May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct

Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, Sept/Oct,
Nov/Dec

Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August,
Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec

Jan/Feb, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec



