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L E T T E R S

DELIGHTED
The article “Cancer or Kåñëa”

(BTG January 2011) was an eye-
opener. It had two climaxes: one when
the author’s grandma was wrongly di-
agnosed with cancer, and the other
when the doctor who suggested
grandma “enjoy life” himself died of a
heart attack. Both scenes shocked the
readers, forcing us to contemplate
where we are going and how seriously
we should both accept Kåñëa con-
sciousness and try to distribute it.

Yugävatära Däsa has been contrib-
uting to BTG for a long time, and each
of his articles is no less than a räja-
bhoga treat for devotees. Actually, all
the articles in this issue were fantas-
tic. I express my heartfelt gratitude to
all the contributors of BTG and the
whole BTG team, which is making so
much effort to enlighten the lives of
wretched people like me. I pray to Çréla
Prabhupäda and all Vaiñëavas that
BTG gets published at least weekly.
Waiting a whole month is too long and
unbearable!

—Nåsiàharüpa Däsa, Pune

SCARED AND ANXIOUS
Why do I feel scared, and why do I

have anxiety?
—Mitu, by email

OUR REPLY: Anxiety comes from
a lack of knowledge. In Bhagavad-gétä
Kåñëa says that our weapon is knowl-
edge of our real self and our relation-
ship with Him. He says that peace comes
when we understand that He is the su-
preme controller, the supreme propri-
etor, and the supreme friend. With that
knowledge, we shouldn’t be in anxiety.

Chanting Kåñëa’s name helps us
remember Him and should free us
from all anxiety. When you are scared
or in anxiety, call out to Him with
faith and conviction. But it’s best not
to wait for those times. Practice daily

calling out to Him by chanting the
Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra, which
means “Please accept me; please en-
gage me in Your loving service.”

REINCARNATION ARTICLE
CLARIFICATION

The article on Reincarnation (April
2010), proposing past life matches for
famous Indian celebraties, raised con-
cerns among our readers like Çré
Giridhäré Däsa and Candru Ramesh.
As per the suggestion of a reader
Mohana Kåñëa Däsa, the BTG team
requested H.H. Jayädvaita Swami
Mahäräja, former editor of BTG and
Çréla Prabhupäda’s disciple, to review
the article. We have paraphrased his
comments on the past life claims:
1. The author should have been more
critical in accepting the evidence pre-
sented in the book Born Again. He has
gullibly accepted all the conclusions.
2. The article proposed that if A rein-
carnated as B, often B had similar fa-
cial features as A. Mahäräja said that
facial resemblance was weak evidence.
3. Evidence for other matches was
flimsy.
4. Giving one page for movie stars’
matches put us with sensationalists. It
will attract people but put BTG in a
lower bracket. No serious person will
accept it. The author did not verify
the claims. The use of spirit medium
to suggest past life matches does not
make for strong argument.

The BTG team accepts responsibil-
ity for the inadvertent oversight in
publishing the reincarnation article
and thanks the above readers for help-
ing us improve our future services to
all of you and to Çréla Prabhupäda.

Write to us at: Back to Godhead, 3rd
Floor, 302, Amrut Industrial Estate,
Western Express Highway, Mira Road
(E)-401104.
Email: ed.btgindia@pamho.net
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P H O T O S C O P E

Time will burn out the sun, dry up the ocean, crush the Himalayas into powder, take away
everyone’s material body, and destroy all.

Time never rests, and never sleeps—even when the clocks run out of batteries.

You cannot bribe time or seduce it with money or other beautiful charms of this world. Even
the most powerful army with its massive artillery cannot stop the march of time.

You cannot touch, taste, smell, hear, or see time. It’s invisible. It is the most subtle element.

Time is most powerful. Every great person in history has succumbed to time.

We cannot destroy the earth—we can only make a mess of it. Time, however, can
disintegrate it.

Time is never impatient—it gets its work done. Time has all the time in this world and
beyond.

Ultimately, time is under the control of God.

“Time I am, the great destroyer of the worlds.”—Lord Kåñëa in Bhagavad-gétä (11.32)

—Muräri Gupta Däsa

Time
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Ç R É L A  P R A B H U P Ä D A  O N
EXCERPTS FROM ÇRÉLA PRABHUPÄDA’S TEACHINGS

by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda
Founder-äcärya of The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

What turns our karma into yoga, a devotional offering to God?

SIMPLE DEFINITIONS
Karma overcoated with devotional service is called

karma-yoga.                              —Bhäg. 1.2.15, purport

When a person knows the goal of life but is ad-
dicted to the fruits of activities, he is acting in karma-
yoga.                                              —Bg. 10.10, purport

This Fifth Chapter is a practical explanation of
Kåñëa consciousness, generally known as karma-yoga.

—Bg. 5.29, purport

Karma-yoga refers only to good, pious activities, or
those actions that are prescribed.

—Path of Perfection, Chapter 8

Service for the cause of the Lord is called karma-
yoga or buddhi-yoga, or in plain words, devotional ser-
vice to the Lord. (Bg. 2.51 purport)

KARMA AND KARMA-YOGA-
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

Karma is regulated action for the enjoyment of the
fruit by the performer, but karma-yoga is action per-
formed by the devotee for the satisfaction of the Lord.
Karma-yoga is based on bhakti, or pleasing the Lord,
whereas karma is based on pleasing the senses of the
performer himself. (Bhäg. 3.1.4, purport)

Karma means fruitive action. Everyone is working

in this world to get some result. Somebody is working
in business, earning millions of dollars yearly. Why is
he earning? For sense gratification. As soon as he gets

Karma-yoga

(Above) Factory workers engaged in intense karma for sense
gratification; (below) a farmer working in harmony with

nature, the results of which can be offered to God.
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money, he changes his car, he changes his apartment,
changes his standard of life only for increasing. The
whole world is working so hard, and the result is an
increase in the objects of sense gratification. This is
called karma. Karma means to enjoy the result of your
activities. And karma-yoga means that you engage
yourself in your occupational activity, but don’t en-
gage the result for your sense gratification, but for sat-
isfaction of Kåñëa. That is called karma-yoga. Yoga
means linking up with the Supreme, and
karma, when it is linked up with Kåñëa, is
called karma-yoga.

—Lecture  on Bhagavad-gétä 3.1-5, Los
Angeles, 20 December 1968

Karma means ordinary work. I work
whole day; I get some remuneration and
enjoy sense gratification. That is called
karma, in this life or the next. Some people
make charities and other pious acts so that
in their next life they get good parentage,
good education, opulence, so that they can
also enjoy life. There are others also who
make more advanced karma to get himself
promoted in other planetary system. Just
like moon planet, or Svargaloka, heavenly
planet. There are many planets in which
the standard of life is far, far more com-
fortable than here. So these are not re-
quired.

—Lecture on Bhagavad-gétä 3.13-16,
New York, 23 May 1966

Those who are too much addicted to fruitive ac-
tivities are advised to perform actions that will bring
them to bhakti. . . . Karma-yoga is therefore different
from ordinary karma.                 —Kåñëa, Chapter 47

Karma is very dangerous for persons who want to
go back to Godhead. Therefore, in Bhagavad-gita
karma-yoga is advised. On the whole, we can endeavor
for money-making if it doesn’t hamper our devotional
service. Otherwise, we shall prefer to starve and chant
Hare Kåñëa. That should be the pivot of all our activi-
ties.

—Letter to Hamsaduta, Montreal, 21 June, 1968

WORKING WITHOUT ATTACHMENT
“On the other hand, if a sincere person tries to

control the active senses by the mind and begins
karma-yoga [in Kåñëa consciousness] without attach-

ment, he is by far superior.”                         —Bg. 3.7

Yat karoñi yaj juhoñi yad açnäsi dadäsi yat kuruñva
tad mad-arpaëam [Bg. 9.27]. The karma-yoga process is
that “Whatever you do, whatever you take trouble
for, whatever you eat, and everything, offer to Me.
Offer to Me.” That is called karma-yoga, or yoga-sthaù.

—Lecture on Bhagavad-gétä 2.48-49, New York, 1
April 1966

You American
people have got so
much money. En-
gage your money in
that way(for
Kåñëa). Don’t spoil
your life by this
way and that way.
You have got
enough means to
offer Kåñëa fifty-
six times. . . .
Präëair arthair
dhiyä väcäù. You
have to employ
your life, your
money, your words,
and your intelli-
gence, all for
Kåñëa. That is
Kåñëa conscious-
ness. If you have
got enough money,

spend it for Kåñëa. Don’t stock it. This is karma-yoga.
—Lecture on Bhagavad-gétä 3.1-5,

Los Angeles, 20 December 1968

It is advised that part of your hard labor you offer
to Kåñëa. This is called karma-yoga. You remain in your
karma, but nirbandhaù kåñëa-sambandhe—be touched
with Kåñëa consciousness movement and spend at least
fifty percent for Kåñëa.

— Room Conversation with Malcolm,
London,  18 July 1973,

ACTION IN KÅÑËA CONSCIOUSNESS
Although the eightfold yoga system is recom-

mended in this chapter [chapter 6], the Lord empha-
sizes that the process of karma-yoga, or acting in Kåñëa
consciousness, is better. (Bg. 6.1, purport)

Even a scientist can become a yogi
by working for Kåñëa.
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Karma-yoga, without fruitive re-
sults, is the beginning of this path.
When karma-yoga increases in
knowledge and renunciation, the
stage is called jïäna-yoga.

—Bg. 6.47, purport

The propensity for enjoyment
may be turned into the desire for
serving the mission of the Lord. By

doing so, one’s activity is changed
into karma-yoga, or the way by
which one can attain spiritual per-
fection while engaging in the work
for which he has a natural ten-
dency.

—Bhäg. 1.5.34, purport

PRINCIPLE OF KARMA-
YOGA: SATISFACTION OF

THE LORD
This kriyä-yoga or karma-yoga, as

recommended by Çré Närada to
Vyäsa, is specifically recommended
because the principle is to satisfy

the Lord.
—Bhäg. 1.5.35, purport

The whole material civilization
is manifested by a huge accumula-
tion of materials, or, in other words,
raw materials for industrial pur-
poses, and the industrial enterprises
(kriyä-çakti) are all due to gross ig-
norance of spiritual life. In order

to rectify this great
anomaly of material-
istic civilization, based
on the principles of
dravya-çakti and
kriyä-çakti, one has to
adopt the process of
devotional service of
the Lord by adoption
of the principles of
karma-yoga, men-
tioned in the
Bhagavad-gétä (9.27)
as follows:

yat karoñi yad açnäsi
yaj juhoñi dadäsi yat

yat tapasyasi
kaunteya

tat kuruñva mad-
arpaëam

“O son of Kunté, all
that you do, all that
you eat, all that you
offer and give away, as

well as all austerities that you may
perform, should be done as an of-
fering unto Me.”

—Bhäg. 2.5.25, purport

SERVICE TO GOD
IS KARMA-YOGA

Whatever we have we should use
as service to the Supreme Person.
It is advised in Bhagavad-gétä sva-
karmaëä tam abhyarcya: [Bg. 18.46]
one should try to worship the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead by
one’s assets. There are many forms
of service to the Supreme Lord,

and anyone can render service unto
Him according to the best of his
ability.

—Bhäg. 3.23.57, purport

If one works according to the
varëäçrama-dharma system and
does not desire fruitive results, he
gets satisfaction gradually. Discharg-
ing one’s occupational duty as a
means of rendering devotional ser-
vice unto the Supreme Personality
of Godhead is the ultimate goal of
life. Bhagavad-gétä confirms this as
the process of karma-yoga. In other
words, we should act only for the
satisfaction and service of the
Lord. Otherwise we will be en-
tangled by the resultant actions.

—Bhäg. 4.20.9, purport

Arjuna is a fighter—a warrior,
military man. And he fought for
Kåñëa. This is called karma-yoga.

—Lecture, Los Angeles,
4 December 1968

PSEUDO KARMA-YOGIS
The mentality of the demons in

being enamored by the false beauty
of this material world is expressed
herein. The demoniac can pay any
price for the skin beauty of this
material world. They work very
hard all day and night, but the pur-
pose of their hard work is to enjoy
sex life. Sometimes they misrepre-
sent themselves as karma-yogés, not
knowing the meaning of the word
yoga. Yoga means to link up with
the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, or to act in Kåñëa con-
sciousness. A person who works
very hard, no matter in what oc-
cupation, and who offers the result
of the work to the service of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Kåñëa, is called a karma-yogi.

—Bhäg. 3.20.34, purport

Arjuna became a perfect karma-yogi
by working for the satisfaction of Kåñëa.
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Cricket Fever

By Yugävatära Däsa

Malaria, typhoid and cricket
are the common causes of
fever in India. When I

think of a febrile patient, I visualize
a toxic person who has lost his ap-
petite, is unable to eat, sleep, walk,
or work. A patient with cricket fe-
ver becomes glued to the cricket
channel and refuses to get up and
work. He refuses to do anything
constructive with his day. Slowly this
addiction becomes so strong that he
loses all appetite for spiritual life.
Rather, he thrives on a junk diet of
television. The cricketer players
keep themselves fit by regular exer-
cise, but the television viewers are
inert, sitting in one place during the
eight-hour matches—no activity
other than the continuous nibbling
of potato chips. There are around
fifty matches played.

THE CRICKET INFECTION
Every fever has an infectious

background, and so has cricket fe-
ver. The cricket virus infects us
through other infected cricket ad-
dicts. Such addicts eat cricket,
breathe cricket and cough cricket.
The newspapers, television channels,
and hoardings are the reservoirs of
this virus. Visit them and you will be
infected. So the best way to prevent
cricket fever is to stay absolutely away
from these pools of infection.

IS CRICKET OUR
RELIGION?

As the fever grows, patients
someimes begin to hallucinate.
They identify cricket as their reli-
gion and Sachin their god. A high-
grade fever traumatizes their
memory.

I had heard that sanätana-
dharma is our religion and Kåñëa
our God. Dharma, religion, refers
to our real nature—like the nature
of sugar is sweetness. The nature of
the soul is to serve God. If the soul
rekindles these natural instincts to
serve God, it will immediately be-
come happy and satisfied. Our hap-
piness is not dependent on whether
or not India wins. India had won
the World Cup in 1983, and the
whole country was in ecstasy. But
that happiness slipped away as In-
dia slipped from its number one po-
sition. Cricket buffs survive on the
hope that history will repeat itself
and India will once again rule the
world of cricket. It may or may not.
That means that these addicts have
only a 50% chance at happiness.
Why should we bank on those
eleven players to bring us happi-
ness? They can guarantee us noth-
ing. Kåñëa guarantees us happiness
if we surrender to Him, after giv-
ing up all other types of religion,
including the “religion” of cricket.

CRICKET FEVER
PREVENTION

Doctors advise us that preven-
tion is better than cure. Prevention
is possible when our resistance is
good, and our resistance is en-
hanced when we regularly take ton-
ics—in this case, the tonic of the
holy name, which will immunize us
against all material agitation. The
diet of prasäda and regular atten-
dance at Çrémad-Bhägavatam classes
remove everything troublesome to
the heart. The soul likes exciting
events because it has an original in-
stinct to enjoy the exciting pastimes
of Kåñëa, which are full of thrills
and fun. During Kåñëa’s pastimes,
it often appears that Kåñëa will lose
his match against the demons. But
Kåñëa never fails. That’s why He is
called Acyuta, The Infallible, un-
like our so-called eleven “demigods”
on the cricket team, who are all
fallible soldiers. They are not gods
and cricket is not our religion.
Chanting of the holy names is our
real religious duty and Çré
Çacinandana is our God.

Yugävatära Däsa is an associate
professor in Anatomy in a medical
college in Mumbai. He is a regular
contributor to BTG.

L E S S O N S  F R O M  T H E  R O A D

 KÅÑËA CONSCIOUS REALIZATIONS FROM EVENTS OF DAILY LIFE

With the cricket World Cup going on, let us remind ourselves
what real religion is and who our real God is.
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the Search for

Happiness

By Vraja Vihäré Däsa

Part

3
Modern man is proud of his technological achievements,

but a closer look into his life reveals that he is more miserable than animals.

The Mahäbhärata, an ancient
Indian classic, implores all
humans to explore the

‘ABCD’ (Ability, Bliss, Choices, De-
termination) and seek the true
meaning and purpose of our rare
and brief existence. The
Mahäbhärata declares that if hu-
mans fail to explore this potential,
then their endeavors are a waste of
time and energy. Further, such
men are considered no better
than animals; they are said to
simply be well-dressed, sophis-
ticated, polished, two-legged
animals.

On closer inspection, we
can see that humans become
worse than animals if they fo-
cus all their endeavors only on
‘SEED’ (Sleeping, Eating, En-
joyment, Defense). It’s impera-
tive for humans to go beyond
the basic animal propensities,
failing which their plight is
more lamentable than even
animals. Let’s briefly discuss
how.

Animals don’t need much
variety in eating. A cow can
eat grass her whole life. Hu-
mans make elaborate arrange-
ments to eat, yet they seem to

be more miserable than animals. A
cow could eat grass her whole life,
but can you imagine a human be-
ing served khicaré three times a day
for the rest of his life? We want a
variety of dishes, from South In-
dian delicacies like dosas and vadas
to Italian pizzas and pastas to Indian
samosas, Chinese combos, etc. A
cow won’t demand grass pakorä one
day and grass burger on another.

Despite so much variety, humans
are inherently discontent. There is
always something the mind points
out that we don’t have and this sad-
dens us.

Even the simple act of sleeping
is difficult for humans—many
people need to take sleeping pills
and use anti-snoring machines.
And how much can a human sleep
even if he wants to? A cat can sleep

seventy percent of the day. A
snail can sleep for three years
without waking even once. If
a dog feels sleepy, he can sleep
anywhere; humans need to
look into social consider-
ations. So many elaborate ar-
rangements are made for hu-
man beings to sleep, yet ani-
mals wake refreshed from
their sleep and humans often
struggle with stupor.

UNHAPPY DESPITE
TECHNOLOGY

Humans have made rapid
advancement in science and
technology, but essentially all
of it is employed to make
SEED better. As a result, the
human heart is engulfed in
emptiness, because despite our
excellent manipulation of

Continued from the previous issue . . .

Humans who fail to attain self-realization are
no better than two-legged polished animals.
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matter and our perfect arrange-
ments for our pleasure, inevitably
we become bored and seek newness
and variety. That so many movies
are released by Hollywood and
Bollywood, and there are so many
entertainment channels—with
more appearing almost daily—is a
testament to the dissatisfaction hu-
mans feel. Nothing seems to sati-
ate us, for we constantly need new
pleasures, new relationships, new
cars, and new homes. The search
will continue until we finally learn
to harmonize ourselves with our
inner spiritual self. It is there that
deep inner contentment lies, de-
spite the swinging fortunes and
changing pleasures of this world.

Since we humans have the po-
tential to seek out spiritual life, we
should tap it. Or else we will remain
sad. If a super-intelligent,dynamic
entrepreneur is forced to work as a
government office clerk, he shall
naturally be frustrated. Similarly,
we humans are spiritually dynamic
by definition, and therefore we
need to explore the spiritual aspects
of our lives. If we don’t, we will con-
tinue to permute and combine the
same basic SEED propensities with
no idea of how to make ourselves
happy. Since we have failed to pur-
sue spiritual life, humans today are
desperately attempting to make
sleeping, eating, enjoyment, and
defending better by the day.

Once at the zoo I saw a special
tent with a board hanging outside
that said, “Most Dangerous Ani-
mal”. We went in excitedly, but
were confronted only with a large,
life-sized mirror. The message was
clear: humans are the most danger-
ous animals on earth.

Once I asked a travelling monk
how he could preach in the Ama-
zon forests—I wondered why he
wasn’t afraid of dangerous animals,
for example. He replied, without

batting an eyelid, “Of course not. I
am not afraid in the Amazon be-
cause it is free from the most dan-
gerous animals—there are no hu-
mans there!”

With the wonderful and fertile
brain that God has bestowed on
humankind, we have created a
revolution in the fields of arts, sci-
ence, and culture. However, with
the same brain we humans have also
created bombs that threaten to de-
stroy all life on planet earth. This
is a classic example of how humans
are the most intelligent of all spe-
cies yet pose the greatest threat to
the planet. A tiny human can cage
a ferocious lion and tame a wild el-
ephant. Our strength is our intelli-
gence—unlike other animals,
which have different natural abili-
ties to protect themselves. For ex-

ample, a leopard is fleet-footed, a
chameleon can change color to
hide, and a tortoise has a hard shell.
These gifts of nature help these
animals protect themselves from
danger. Humans, however, are nei-
ther fleet-footed nor able to easily
camouflage themselves nor ar-
mored, and yet they rule all species
because of their superior intelli-
gence. But thanks to our proclivity
to pursue only SEED, human in-
telligence today is threatening ev-
ery species on this planet. Humans
are the only species whose source
of protection has also become their
source of destruction. This is due
to wrongly directed intelligence—
intelligence not focused on expe-
riencing spiritual realities.

There is more evidence to prove
how human beings today, due to

focusing only on SEED, are lead-
ing lives more pathetic than those
of animals.

ANIMALS ARE BETTER OFF
Animals don’t need sleeping pills,

nor do they face a threat from mem-
bers of their own species. A rat
doesn’t fear other rats but the cat.
Humans, however, fear other hu-
mans. When we go out, we lock our
house not out of fear of dogs or li-
ons but to protect ourselves from
prowling humans. In many cases,
humans even fear their own family
members. I heard some years ago of
a seventy-five-year-old man who
was found murdered in his home.
An investigation later revealed that
he was killed by goondas employed
by his ninety-five-year-old mother.
She had had him killed because he

had illegally transferred all the
family’s property into his own name.
Later, our glorious judicial system
tried her for murder. She was found
guilty and sentenced to life impris-
onment—at ninety-five!

Animals also don’t face artificial
food scarcities created by members
of the same species. Five cows won’t
gang up to eat all the grass and pre-
vent other cows from getting the
food. Amongst humans, however,
it’s common to see the hoarding of
grains and the creation of an arti-
ficial scarcity of even basic neces-
sities. Squalor and opulence coex-
ist in human societies, and the gap
between them is often huge.

Animals also don’t suffer from
broken hearts, whereas humans
seem to have constant relationship
problems. So many novels, movies,

The search for newer pleasures and happiness

will continue until we learn to harmonize

ourselves with our inner spiritual self.
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and songs have been dedicated to
love sagas. Animals don’t experi-
ence stress or depression. I once did
a stress management seminar for
class nine students. Even fourteen-
year-old children nowadays need
stress management training! Hu-
mans work on tight deadlines, and
by the time you meet your dead-
line you’re dead! Animals don’t
have addiction problems. Humans
alone amongst all species need ad-
diction counseling sessions. And we
don’t hear of animals committing
suicide, but suicide is the hallmark
of human society. Suicide exposes
the shallowness of human pursuits.
Since humans can potentially ex-
perience the greatest happiness, on
failing to pursue it they also have
the potential to experience the
greatest frustration and pain. This
pain is expressed through suicide.
Since animals can’t experience
higher pleasure they don’t experi-
ence much emotional pain.

THE TRAGEDY OF
MODERN HUMANS

The plight of a human being
who fails to use his or her special
faculties for spiritual enlightenment
is compared to that of a farmer who
wins a lottery. A farmer using a
tractor to plough his field wins a
Mercedes Benz in a lucky draw con-
test. He gets a brilliant idea: he de-
cides to use his Merc to plough his
field from now on. What is the like-
lihood of his ploughing his field
successfully? Rather, we can expect
three results: his field will be
spoiled, his car will be damaged, and
he will become frustrated. Both the
Mercedes and the tractor are ve-
hicles, but they have different pur-
poses. The tractor is meant for
ploughing and the Mercedes for
driving along smooth city roads.
We are like the farmer. We have
been awarded a Mercedes—a hu-

man body—which is both rare and
special. Using our human body for
the same sense pleasures available
to animals (compared to the trac-
tor) can’t bring the desired results.

Just as a tractor is best suited to
plough a field, so animal life is best
suited to enjoy bodily pleasure. A
pigeon can have sex thirty times a
day, but a human cannot; an el-
ephant can eat tons of food, and a
snail can sleep for months. Humans
can’t enjoy to this degree. However,
when they try to invest all their
energy in SEED and to imitate the
pleasures of animals, they get frus-
trated. They also experience the
results like the farmer but
the enjoyment is too little
and brief. In fact, there is
more pain than joy in pur-
suing material pleasure.
And the human body tends
to become diseased and
spoiled when it’s abused
while pursuing bodily plea-
sures. Thirdly Thegap be-
tween the expectation of
pleasure and harsh reality
is frustrating to a human
being. Thus wise men over
centuries have pleaded
with humans to not waste
their precious time and life
in seeking temporary
bodily pleasures; rather,
they should seek the eter-
nal divinity and connect to
that never-ending source
of happiness.

The Vedic scriptures
call a person who fails to
use his or her life for spiri-
tual pursuits a kåpaëa.
Translated literally, kåpaëa means
“miser.” Persons who use their hu-
man faculties to seek God are called
brähmaëas, or intelligent, broad-
minded people. A miser is one who
has wealth but refuses to use it.
Similarly, a human being who re-

fuses to use his powerful human
body and intellect is called a miser,
especially when he rather foolishly
seeks temporary and fleeting bodily
pleasures. The Vedic scriptures en-
courage us to become brähmaëas
and thereby make the best use of
our rare human life.

In our daily life what prevents
us from experiencing happiness?

To be continued…. From Rela-
tive to Real Happiness

Vraja Vihäré Däsa holds a master’s
degree in International Finance and
Management (MBA). He serves as a

full-time resident devotee at ISKCON
Chowpatty and teaches Kåñëa con-
sciousness to students at universities.
He also conducts devotional seminars
and training programmes for the
temple’s congregation members.

A tractor can efficiently plough a field
whereas a Mercedes car run on smooth roads.

Their utility cannot be reversed.
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I sit in the corridor of a thou
sand pillars in the Ramanätha
temple in Rämeçvaram. I over-

look a great pond filled with deli-
cate pink lotuses. A cement plat-
form extends out over the pond,
and from high up on the ledge, men
toss metal buckets down into the
water over and over again, reeling
the filled buckets up expertly. The
men then splash that holy water
onto the heads of swarms of eager
pilgrims who flow out onto the plat-
form.

This is only one stop in the maze
of twenty-two holy wells within the

temple complex.
I feel like one of the columns

here, as I watch, and I like the pil-
lars, I am very, very still. I have
begun to see the various moods
of the pilgrims who come here—
most people are rushed and a little
frantic in their quest to visit all
twenty-two holy wells; some ar-
rive with creased eyebrows, some
demand more water.

But every so often a group of
Vaiñëava devotees will come.
They smile from ear to ear and
chant Hare Kåñëa, sometimes
with arms upraised or palms
folded. Ha! A crowd of devotees
just arrived, grinning and jump-
ing, chanting “Haribol! Haribol!
Haribol!” They are so happy, so
much in bliss! They receive the
water on their heads and dash
off with the cry, “Jaya!”

Every day, day in and day
out, people come to receive the
holy water. The faces change,
but the lake—and the col-
umns—remain. Upon closer
inspection I see that the col-
umns are inscribed with graffiti.
I see names, numbers, dates. . .
actually, the pillar in front of me
has a faded heart carrying with
two names scrawled in Telugu.

Amazing. No matter the

M Y   E X P E R I E N C E

country, language or culture, people
graffiti monuments, buildings, trees,
bathroom stalls and picnic tables.
People want to leave a mark to live
on long after they’re gone.

Isn’t that the nature of the soul—
to be eternal? It is so painful to die.
We all want to live on forever.

But the truth is, we are all like the
people in this river of pilgrims who
come to receive their splash of wa-
ter. Our time in this world is fleet-
ing. Some of us arrive with arms up-
raised, others with palms folded, some
smiling, some chanting the Lord’s
name. . . and maybe that’s all we can
ask of this life.

Text and photos by
Bhaktilatä Devé Däsé

RIVER

Devotees anxiously waiting for holy
waters to be poured on their heads.

PRAYER
of

The breathtaking view of the
corridor inside the temple.
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by Çréla Haridäsa Öhäkura Däsa

Våndävana 2003: On the ap
pearance day of Çréla
Prabhupäda, I was sitting in

a garden after lunch contemplat-
ing. “If only I could paint Kåñëa
while staying in Våndävana during
Kärtika,” I thought, “how wonder-
ful it would be!”

I was attracted by the wonder-
ful atmosphere of Våndävana, the
place where Lord Kåñëa performed
all the pastimes I was craving to rec-
reate on canvas.

My dream to paint in
Våndävana came true in 2007,
when I was selected to participate
in an art seminar organized by the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (BBT).

The BBT, “Çréla Prabhupäda’s
heart,” was created by Çréla
Prabhupäda to publish his own
books and other bona fide Gauòiya
Vaiñëava and Vedic literatures.
These literatures are translated

Beyond pencil and colors: Two of Çréla Prabhupäda’s disciples
dedicate their lives to teaching transcendental art.

Art Blends

Räma Abhiräma and Dhåté educate the students on the different aspects of art.

With

Devotion
to Kåñëa

in Våndävana
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from Sanskrit and Bengali into
English. Most of these books are
also illustrated. In order to fulfill
the growing demand of qualified
linguists and artists, the BBT has in-
troduced several training program.
To train devotees in the Sanskrit
language and in the skills of trans-
lating Sanskrit into English, the
BBT founded at Govardhana the
Bhägavata Vidyäpéöha. There stu-
dents study the intricacies of San-
skrit grammar and the commentar-
ies of our äcäryas. To train devotee
artists, the BBT conducts annual
art seminars. There students are
taught to draw and paint the Lord’s
transcendental pastimes as de-
scribed in the scriptures. One of
these training programs is con-
ducted in Våndävana for three
weeks during the month of
Kärtika.

Two of Çréla Prabhupäda’s art-
ist disciples, Räma Abhiräma Däsa
and his wife, Dhåti Devé Däsé, teach
this seminar. Räma Abhiräma holds
a degree in fine arts, and both have
painted many masterpieces for
BBT. I attended my first seminar in

2007 and then re-
turned for the
next three. I
would like to
share the great
benefits I re-
ceived.

WELCOME TO
VÅNDÄVANA

Our venue is
Radhe Dham, a
spacious hall in
Chaitanya Vihar,
about five min-
utes’ walk from
the Krishna-
Balaram temple.
With me are
about twenty-
five international

students and artists. After a short
introduction our teachers, Räma
Abhiräma and Dhåti read to us
some of Çréla Prabhupäda’s state-
ments about the art department.
Then they show us some of their
paintings.

Next come the practicals. They
begin by demonstrating how to do
a basic pencil sketch for composi-
tion, then a color sketch, and fi-
nally how to use the sketch to cre-
ate a painting
on canvas in
oil. Even great
artists like
Michelangelo,
Re m b r a n d t ,
and William-
A d o l p h e
Bouguereau fol-
lowed this pro-
cedure.

In the stu-
dio: sketching a
live model from
d i f f e r e n t
angles; under-
standing shad-
ing and light;

how to depict basic human
anatomy, something very basic: how
to hold a pencil! On field trips: se-
lecting a scenic spot of beautiful
Våndävana forest, quickly sketch-
ing the landscape on a canvas pa-
per, then painting with vibrant col-
ors—all within two hours. Then
synthesizing both sketch and land-
scape, we are taught to create the
transcendental form of the Lord
using knowledge of ancient Indian
sculptural scriptures, the çilpa-
çästras.

At every step Räma and Dhåti
carefully guide each student.

Every morning at ten, we as-
semble in the studio and work on
drawing human anatomy using a
model. We learn to capture the es-
sence of a particular pose within
seconds by doing rapid sketches.
It’s common to spend a lot of time
describing details and missing the
essence. These rapid sketches help
us grasp the pose, understand it,
analyze it, and then sketch it—all
within blocks of three, five, or ten
minutes. The noon sessions are for
portraits—a painting of a person in
which the facial expressions are
highlighted.

We encircle a human model and

The author (far right) overlooks as Räma Abhiräma
Däsa teaches the nuances of painting.

The author on a field trip sketching the
beautiful Våndävana forest.
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Need for Kåñëa Art
“People are enamored by the external energy which deludes our

consciousness. Therefore there is an urgent need of Vedic art based on
Lord Kåñëa and His wonderful pastimes,” Çréla Prabhupäda once said.
He also said that “…printing and painting are backbone of our Kåñëa

consciousness movement.”

Deity Worship
Çréla Prabhupäda said: “Painting is as good as Deity worship, wherein

you create the transcendental form of the Lord and decorate Him with
beautiful garments, ornaments, and flowers. Therefore when you paint
Kåñëa, make Him as real as possible. Thus art in a real sense is realistic; it
is neither imaginative, mythological, nor distorted as in the case of modern
or abstract art.”

“He Personally Trained Us”
Räma Abhiräma Däsa and Dhåti Däsé said, “Çréla Prabhupäda trained

everyone in every department in ISKCON, as he also did in the art
department, by answering all our questions and giving us actual insight
into Kåñëa and how His pastimes are enacted.”

quickly draw the face using limited
colors. After the session, the mod-
els preview their portraits. “O my
God! Certainly, that’s is not me!”
they laugh. We too peek at each
other’s illustrations and burst out
laughing. I remember Çréla
Prabhupäda’s comment on laugh-
ter as I once heard from his secre-
tary, Çyämasundara Däsa. “Laugh-
ter,” Çréla Prabhupäda said, “is the
difference between the ideal con-
cept and the ground reality.” We
certainly have a lot of difference
between the original face of our
model and our reproductions of it,
so it’s quite funny.

I meet many devotees and make
a few friends. There is Abhay, a
gurukuli in his late teens. He is from
Florida, USA, and his mother,
Hrémati Devé Däsé, is a disciple of
Çréla Prabhupäda. Interestingly, he
has no art background, yet he has
attended the art seminars for three
consecutive years and now wants
to make a career out of art.

Anandamayé Devé Däsi, on the
other hand, has received training
from several Russian art profession-
als. She is 22 and comes from
Canada. She finds the detailed
teaching of every aspect of drawing
and painting substantially useful.
Now she plans to work for the BBT
to produce works of art and to paint
for the Ottawa temple in Canada.

Age is no barrier for 60-year-old
Australian Räsänandé Devé Däsé. She
came to the seminar with a master’s
degree in Fine Arts and years of
painting expe-
rience at Aus-
tralian temples.
She now plans
to train artists
in Australia
and wishes to
paint for local
I S K C O N
temples.

Vijaya Mädhava Däsa, 25, is from
Mumbai. Although he has a degree
in art, it didn’t give him much con-
fidence to paint.  The seminar has
given him lots of encouragement.
He now helps BBT Mumbai in the

art department.

TRAINING AND
ENCOURAGEMENT

It takes a lot to be an art teacher.
Most of us do not reach the ex-

Dhåti Devé Däsé teaches how to make a portrait of a model;
(left) the final portrait.

ÇRÉLA PRABHUPÄDA’S VIEWS ON DEVOTIONAL ART
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pected results while painting. But
both teachers come to each of us
and heartily encourage us over
even the smallest good thing in our
work. They gently correct our mis-
takes and patiently encourage us to
do better. They have been doing
this every day we have been here
with a smile on their faces. I am re-
minded of a statement by Çréla
Prabhupäda: “Just like there is small
fire in the charcoal. You fan it, and
it will gradually become a big fire.
So this Kåñëa consciousness move-
ment is fanning that spiritual spark
to come into full consciousness.”
(Lecture on Çrémad-Bhägavatam
1.15.44, 22 December 1973, Los
Angeles) Our teachers make us feel
appreciated—as if we are already
contributing significantly to the il-
lustration of BBT books.

In academic settings, art instruc-
tors rarely paint alongside their stu-
dents. Here, our teachers not only
instruct us but draw and paint with
us—sketches, landscapes, por-
traits—and like the rest of us, work
to fulfill the seminar’s goal: that we
each complete a painting.

HUMILITY—THE HALL-
MARK OF A VAIÑËAVA
With the last date of the semi-

nar approaching, we are busy with
our work, the final painting in
which we show all that we have
learned during our three weeks
here. The studio is a mess. On the
last day, I find our teachers carry-
ing brooms instead of paintbrushes.
They begin cleaning the studio, and
I am amazed! They are accom-
plished artists, direct disciples of
Çréla Prabhupäda, who have been
rendering valuable service to
ISKCON for more than three de-
cades, yet there is not an iota of
pride in their hearts. This is real
humility. Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta
Sarasvaté Öhäkura said, “Humility

is the hallmark of a genuine
Vaiñëava.” Immediately some of us
pick up brooms and join them. By
cleaning the studio we feel satisfied.

GAINING A PERSPECTIVE
 I thank Räma Abhiräma and

Dhåti at their residence, expressing
my deep gratitude. I then give an
interview on how I benefitted from
their seminar. I had problems with
painting perspectives. In painting
a landscape, to gain perspective
one paints objects in the fore-
ground clearer than those in the
background. Before attending this
seminar, I was painting all the ob-
jects with the same
colors and clarity,
creating a flat im-
age. Our teachers
took us outdoors so
we could observe
for ourselves how
things that are far
away appear. By un-
derstanding these
nuances, my recent
paintings have clear
and vibrant fore-
grounds and hazy
backgrounds. It
makes the paintings
appear three-di-
mensional.

Similarly I learnt
about something called as transcen-
dental art while drawing human fig-
ures. How to paint the transcenden-
tal form of Lord Kåñëa while refer-
ring to ordinary unattractive human
models? As an artist you naturally
understand the proportions of a
model, but when painting a tran-
scendental figure you have to
stretch those proportions. For ex-
ample, what does it mean to paint
eyes that look like a lotus petal? If
you simply stretch the eyes out un-
til they are the right shape, they
would seem artificial. But if you paint

All the course participants share a happy
moment with their instructors.

realistic eyes, then that is not Lord
Kåñëa. So you have to see how much
to stretch. Similarly, Lord Kåñëa’s
body is transcedentally tender and
delicate, so you have to decide
where to cut or add muscle tone so
that the art becomes transcenden-
tal.

Çréla Prabhupäda says that we
make thousands of times more spiri-
tual advancement by serving Kåñëa
in Våndävana during Kärtika than
at ordinary times at ordinary places.
That is the glory of Våndävana. I
am indeed grateful for receiving
training on how to portray Kåñëa in
Våndävana. Indeed, Våndävana is

a place where art blends with devo-
tion to Kåñëa.

The author would like to thank
Gopäla Bhaööa Däsa, Païcaratna
Däsa, the BBT and VIHE for orga-
nizing the Art Seminar every year.

Çréla Haridäsa Öhakura Däsa
holds a diploma in Mechanical Engi-
neering. He has been serving full-time
at ISKCON Chowpatty since 1998
and heads the art depeartment here.
He also teaches Kåñëa consciousness
to university students.
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Essential Technologies For        

1. WHAT IS IT? WHAT FOR? SO WHAT?
This meditation is designed to help us realize that many illusions can influence or en-

slave us. Leo Tolstoy once wrote about a transition in his life when he began to question
everything, despite his great success. Following Tolstoy’s example, in this meditation envi-
sion yourself as possessing great material abundance such as exorbitant wealth, worldwide
fame, vast knowledge, or dazzling beauty. Consider each of these areas in turn and,
others if you wish, realizing that it can not be the ultimate goal of life.
Ask yourself the questions, “What of it?” “What for?” “So what?”

2. NOT THIS BODY
This reflection helps us realize that we are more than just the physi-

cal body. Therefore, we should not overreact or be overly attached to
the material stimuli. The exercise consists of saying attentively: “I
have a body—but I am not this body”; “I have a mind—but I am
not this mind”; “I have a job—but I am not this job”; or “I have a
house—but I am not this house.” Insert any problem into this
meditation to help yourself release any attachment to tempo-
rary phenomena.

3. THE OTHER PERSON’S POINT OF VIEW
This practice helps us become more sensitive to an-

other person’s perception of the situation, particularly
during interpersonal conflict. Choose a conflict that has
been troubling you. Write a letter to yourself as if you
were the opposing party trying to convince yourself of the
opposite point of view. Employ this letter-writing technique for any conflict.

4. SEEING GOD EVERYWHERE
This contemplation helps us give more of ourselves to others and receive more love

from people in general. Practice seeing everyone as an energy of God.

5. EVERYTHING HAS A PURPOSE
There are no coincidences. Because higher agencies are controlling the universe, each

encounter has come to us for a particular reason. We are subject to a spiritual
law similar to law of physics; every action produces a corresponding reaction.

The metaphysical technologies listed here are simple yet profound tools that
you may want to incorporate into your management style. To reap the greatest

benefits from these principles, you can include meditation on these ten
technologies in your daily regimen.
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       Empowered Management
By Bhakti Tértha Swami

Therefore, we can try to discover the lessons in every occurrence. The exercise is to turn
negative events into positive ones and positive events in to even better ones. If we learn
from all events, then everything that happens can become a positive occurrence because
we have become wiser.

6. ACCOUNTABILITY
The knowledge that we are monitored by the Supreme and His angelic hosts will en-

courage us to live more righteously in order to be rewarded rather than punished. The
exercise is to imagine that we are always being monitored by God’s all-seeing eyes.

7. CALL FOR LOVE
This practice helps us appreciate the many forms in which a call of help can come and

reminds us to always examine ourselves to see how we have helped others. The exercise is
to see all interactions as either a giving of love or a call for love.

8. LOVE IN ACTION
This technology helps us shower everyone and everything in our environment

with vibrant love. The exercise is to see ourselves as embodiments of
love in action.

9. NEAR DEATH
Imagine that your doctor has just informed you that you have a seri-

ous case of cancer or AIDS, and you are going to die in three months.
If this were your fate, how would you live each of your last days dif-

ferently? This reflection helps remind us that we can never be cer-
tain how much longer we will remain in this material body. There-

fore, we must not procrastinate or have a weak list of priorities.
Important things—essential things—must be done now!

10. A SECOND CHANCE
We must live each day in readiness to depart if our ap-

pointment with death arrives. The exercise is to imagine
that you are dying right now, and can see what you are
leaving behind and the effect that your death will have

on others. What are your last thoughts? What are your
regrets? What things you have left undone? You should do these

things today.
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Mäyäpur:
Capturing the essence of Mäyäpur by the ears

I am constantly aware of the
soundtrack that is my life—a life
truly defined by sound. There is

no getting away from it: there are
always the sounds that intrude, but

there is also a symphony of sound
that surrounds me on a daily basis—
soft, beautiful, sounds that enliven
the spirit, touch the soul, ease the
mind, and satisfy a hundred other

platitudes. It is a philosophy of sound
that I aspire to perfect: that the spiri-
tual sound vibration raises one’s con-
sciousness above the mundane, and
that, through sound, one can and

A Sound Philosophy
by Braja Sevaké Devé Däsé

Photos by Kaivalya Sundari Devé Däsé

M Ä Y Ä P U R   S O U N D S
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does achieve spiritual perfection. In
short, the power of the mantra beats
the sounds of life hands down.

So I won’t focus on the marble
polisher whose whining machine is
piercing my brain as I write. His
whine cannot spoil for me the reas-
suring, heart-tugging (for some rea-
son) sound of the river boat as it
crosses to our side of the Ganges from
Navadvépa. That boat sound is often
the last sound I hear at night, as the
final boat for the day plies through
the dark waters and pours out the few
remaining straggler-passengers to the
bank they call their home.

I love the sound of the düdh-
wallah arriving on his bicycle, twin
barrels tied across the back of his
bike, hanging down one against
each rear tire guard. They are full
of milk, and across the top is a pile
of straw to contain the splashes. The
sound of his barrels knocking the
post he leans his bike, or the sound
of his pitcher dipping into the bar-
rels to scoop out the milk, or the
sound of milk cans knocking on the
ground as he fills them for his cus-
tomers—these sounds reassure me
of the timelessness of some rituals
that can never be replaced by mo-
dernity. Some things will never
change, and sometimes that’s a
wonderful, wonderful thing.

The sound of villagers calling to
each other replicates that timeless,
assured feeling that all is well. In
Bengali, “O!” means “Hey!” so their
calls to each other, which carry
across the gardens and down the
paths, sound like an ancient call of
the royal order, preceded with what
in English is a term of utmost respect
and veneration (as in “O Lord!”).
Their shouts to friends, to our ears,
take on a dramatic slant that is ab-
sent in our own dealings, “O
Lokon!!” “O Niväs!” They sound like
cries from another era, when they
are only friendly shouts. . . .

I love the sound of someone spon-
taneously breaking into a song of
praise, heartfelt love, a lament at
separation from their beloved, an idle
humming of a tune remembered
from morning, a sound that carries
across the field from a temple behind
my house, from the mälé (gardener)
down in my garden, from a rickshaw-
wallah gliding by, sans passenger...

The temple bells strike my heart
and enter deeply into my sub con-
scious mind...their timing always
the same: morning ärati, midday
ärati, evening ärati...a cyclic secu-
rity blanket that drapes the aching
mind in thoughts of eternal roots,
and helps it meander inevitably
away from the intrusions of life.

The long, slow cry of the conch,
blown in every temple in the area
to announce the beginning of
something or the end of something,
is a constant reminder to me to be-
gin something, to stop doing what
I’m doing and get to the important
stuff . . . a plaintive cry from an-
other world, and another reassur-
ance that I’m in the right place . . .

But it is the indolent yet reliable
dong, dong, of the bell at the gate
of the nearby temple that is my guid-
ing sound as it announces itself all
through the day and night. Twenty-
four hours, the temple guards rise
on the hour and perform their duty.
Sometimes raucous and sharp tolls
on a loud and colorful festival day;
sometimes solemn and slow, in the
small hours of a misty, dark, and long
night: a solo dongggg that resounds
across the village.

And all is well. Welcome to
Mäyäpur. . . .

Braja Sevaké Devé Däsé, a disciple
of His Holiness Tamäla Kåñëa
Gosvämé, joined ISKCON in Austra-
lia. She has lived in Mäyäpur for nine
years with her husband, Jahnudvépa
Däsa. Together they published Mäyäpur
Journal and Mäyäpur Magazine for
several years. She is also the author of
"Eighteen Days: Sri Panca-tattva's
Mayapur-lila," and a soon-to-be-pub-
lished book, "Lost & Found in India."

ÈngMarch11new.p65 2/17/2011, 3:34 PM19



20   BACK TO GODHEAD    l MARCH 2011

Money, Kåñëa, and Us
How we value, acquire, use, and relate to money reflects our inner state of being.

Çréla Prabhupäda writes,
“Money does not stay in one
place. It passes from one

hand to another. Ultimately no
one can enjoy money, and it re-
mains the property of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 5.14.24, Purport)
Money is God’s energy. He created
it, He owns it, and He controls it.

Kåñëa determines how much
money each of us receives. It may
appear accidental that one person
is born into wealth and another
into poverty, or that one person
goes from rags to riches and an-
other doesn’t, but Kåñëa’s law of

karma destines these things. Çréla
Prabhupäda writes, “It is not pos-
sible that simply by endeavors to
accumulate more money a person
will be able to do so, otherwise al-
most everyone would be on the
same level of wealth. In reality ev-
eryone is earning and acquiring
according to his predestined
karma.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam
3.27.8, Purport)

Modern civilization runs on the
mistaken concept that if we work
harder we will get more money and
since money enables us to buy
things that please us, with more
money we will be happier. Happi-

ness, however, is different from the
sensual pleasures money buys. That
is why almost all of us are restless
and dissatisfied, despite earning and
spending vast amounts of money
and despite using and owning any
number of things. Money does not
necessarily produce happiness.

Failing to notice this stark truth,
many of us pursue happiness by
pursuing money. Most people are
not satisfied with just enough money
to maintain their families but want
more and more of it. Çrémad-
Bhägavatam (4.22.33) tells us, “For
human society, constantly thinking
of how to earn money and apply it
for sense gratification brings about
the destruction of everyone’s inter-
ests.” In our mixed-up age, wealth
alone is the sign of success and the
harbinger of prestige and influ-
ence, regardless of one’s behavior
and qualities.

By Viçäkhä Devé Däsé
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MONEY AND OUR DARK SIDE
When we think that happiness

would come if we could just afford to
make certain material arrangements
and adjustments, greed overtakes us.
Kåñëa says that greed is one of the
three gates to hell, the other two be-
ing lust and anger. We think, “So
much wealth do I have today, and I
will gain more according to my
schemes. So much is mine now, and
it will increase in the future, more
and more.” (Bhagavad-gétä 16.13) The
lure of money even induces us to for-
sake our friends and relatives. Çréla
Prabhupäda writes, “If one person
cheats another by a farthing or less,
they become enemies.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 5.14.26)

Slaves of the pushes of our senses
and the quest for money, we burn
in an unquenchable fire of our own
desires; thus the quality of our life
diminishes, and we suffer. Çréla
Prabhupäda writes:

Unlawfully accumulated money
is now being snatched from mi-
serly citizens by various meth-
ods of state taxation for the fu-
ture civil and international war
fund, which is spending money
in a wasteful and destructive
manner. The citizens are no
longer satisfied with just enough
money to maintain a family
nicely and cultivate spiritual
knowledge, both of which are es-
sential in human life. Now ev-
eryone wants money unlimitedly
to satisfy insatiable desires. In
proportion to the people’s unlaw-
ful desires, their accumulated
money is taken away by the
agents of illusory energy in the
shape of medical practitioners,
lawyers, tax collectors, societies,
constitutions, so-called holy
men, famines, earthquakes, and
many similar calamities. . . . In-
deed, that is the law of nature;
if money is not devoted to the
service of the Lord, it must be

spent as spoiled energy in the
form of legal problems or dis-
eases. Foolish people do not have
the eyes to see such facts; there-
fore the laws of the Supreme Lord
befool them.

—Elevation to Kåñëa
Consciousness, Chapter 2

But mundane greed is not in-
trinsic to us, nor do we naturally
exist for the sake of our business and
bank balance or to identify with
our material accomplishments. Our
obsession with money and acquisi-
tion is a misplaced religious quest,
a religious energy used perversely.

THE BRIGHT SIDE
Deep inside, we want to com-

plete our term in this world of birth
and death, of society and responsi-
bility, of making and doing. We also
want to fulfill the incalculably
higher and greater possibility of-
fered us as human beings. Each of
us senses that we are meant to re-
ceive an invaluable gift and to re-
spond with full commitment and
service. Lives centered on getting
money miss this opportunity and
are therefore miserable. But we can
use money properly, for the service
of its creator, making it a true asset
rather than a disguised deficit.

Çréla Prabhupäda writes, “Ev-
erything created by the material
energy can be dovetailed with the
Absolute by an attitude of service,
which is the essential part of living
energy. The pure devotee of the
Lord knows the art of converting
everything into its spiritual exist-
ence by this service attitude. . . .”
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.1.20, Pur-
port). The crux of the issue is this:
Will I serve the Lord with whatever
money He has allotted to me, or will
I use it to try to please myself. My
consciousness, and not on the
amount of money I have, deter-
mines my decision.

MONEY AND OUR WORK
Vedic society classifies people

into four broad groups: brähmaëas
(teachers), kñatriyas (rulers),
vaiçyas (farmers and merchants)
and çüdras (laborers and artisans).
Each group relates to money dif-
ferently. In traditional society the
brähmaëas accept contributions
from their students, but since their
material desires are minimal, they
keep only as much as they need and
give the rest in charity. Brähmaëas
never hoard money for a luxurious
life, as kñatriyas or vaiçyas might, but
always live austerely, knowing that
money easily diverts the mind to
materialism.

Since kñatriyas rule, they need
prestige and money. But their
duty—and that of all possessors of
wealth—is to give liberally in char-
ity.

Vaiçyas earn money through ag-
riculture, cow protection, and some
trade. By growing food grains and
other necessities, vaiçyas support
themselves and their families with-
out depending on others.

Traditionally, çüdras are not paid
but receive food, shelter, and cloth-
ing from the other three classes in
exchange for their services. They
are well provided for and happy.
The term çüdra also refers to any-
one without spiritual training and
knowledge. By that definition, al-
most everyone today is a çüdra, and
we see what happens when such
people get money: They spend lav-
ishly on sinful activities or accumu-
late it for no purpose. And they will
do almost anything to get more.

MONEY AND LIFE’S STAGES
Çréla Prabhupäda explains that

according to our scriptures,
brahmacaris (celibate students),
vänaprasthas (retirees), and
sannyäsés (renounced men) “are
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allowed to collect alms and are con-
sidered as the children of the soci-
ety, which is composed of house-
holders. In other words, our Vedic
civilization is the most perfect com-
munity project. Only the Gåhastha
[householders] are supposed to earn
money, especially the kñatriyas and
the vaiçyas, and the money is dis-
tributed community-wide.” (Letter,
February 11, 1970)

In other words, by ruling the
citizens or by their business or pro-
fession, householders are to earn
money honestly and use it to main-
tain their family and to give in
charity to spread Kåñëa conscious-
ness. In a letter to several house-

holders, Çréla Prabhupäda wrote,
“Kåñëa will give you intelligence
how to engage in honest, brilliant,
glorious work on His behalf. There
is no need to engage in anything
dishonest. Kåñëa has given enough
money, now earn by honest means.”
(Letter, January 24, 1977)

Gåhastha should not slave to ac-
cumulate money and unnecessar-
ily increase their material comforts.
And if extra money comes, they

should use it for Kåñëa conscious-
ness. To this end, Gåhastha may keep
their money confidentially so that
in time they can spend it for good
purposes. There is no fault in this,
or in keeping a deposit in the bank
for an emergency.

Çréla Prabhupäda once ex-
plained how men in Indian villages
would live in the city, earn money,
and send it back to their family in
the village. Their intelligent wives
would save that money and even-
tually invest in land. When they
had enough land, the husbands
would return to the village and be
self-sufficient by producing their
necessities from the land. “That’s a
good idea,” Çréla Prabhupäda said.
“Remain in the village with family.”
(Conversation, January 4, 1977)
And he also explained, “The prin-
ciple is the husband honestly tries
to earn livelihood, and at home the
wife should be so intelligent that
whatever money the husband has
earned, she’ll manage. She’ll not
demand, ‘Bring money, bring
money, bring money . . .’ Then the
home will be happy.” (Conversa-
tion, June 14, 1976)

The main point is that everyone
must learn to spend money only for
good causes.

MONEY AND KÅÑËA’S
SERVICE

Householder devotees are
obliged to earn money because with-
out money it is not possible to exist
in the material world. In Caitanya-
caritämåta (Madhya-lélä 16.238), Sri
Caitanya Mahäprabhu tells
Raghunätha, “You should not make
yourself a showbottle devotee and
become a false renunciant. For the
time being, enjoy the material world
in a befitting way and do not become
attached to it.” In other words,
householders do not give up earn-
ing money, but while earning, they

think of Kåñëa constantly and con-
sider themselves humble servants of
society. Householders who know
that the Lord owns and controls all
money are not diverted by exces-
sively thinking about how to accu-
mulate it. And they use what they
have for Him. Çréla Prabhupäda
writes, “If one engages for the ser-
vice of the Lord whatever money
one has honestly earned, that is
spiritual service to the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, the spiritual
master, and the Vaisnavas.”
(Caitanya-caritämåta, (Antya-lélä
6.275, Purport)

Devotees live according to their
means: “Since a devotee wants to
satisfy the desires of the Lord, he
can, Lord willing, accept all kinds
of opulence for the service of the
Lord, and if the Lord is not willing,
he should not accept a farthing.”
(Bhagavad-gétä 1.32–35, Purport)
Frugality is perfectly acceptable to
devotees because they know that
their spiritual advancement, and
not a large income or showy opu-
lence, pleases their spiritual master.
“Why should one be anxious about
the necessities of life? The principle
should be that one should not want
more than what is absolutely neces-
sary. . . . The devotee should always
be alert to consume only those
things that he absolutely requires
and not create unnecessary needs.”
(Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä
24.262, Purport)

At the same time, devotees bal-
ance their obligations so that they
and their relatives are secure: “Çréla
Rüpa Gosvämé taught us by his own
example by using fifty percent of
his accumulated wealth for Kåñëa,
twenty-five percent for his own
self, and twenty-five percent for the
members of his family.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 8.19.37, Purport)

But whether one has a lot of
money or just a little, inevitably one

Çré Lakñmé Devé, the goddess of
fortune (above), serves her master,

Lord Viñëu, and the wealth she
bestows upon us should be used in

His service.
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will be separated from it, through
spending or death. As Çréla
Prabhupäda said:

You have to change your body.
So you have earned so much mil-
lions and billions of money.
That’s all right. But you have to
go empty-handed. The money
will remain here. You cannot
take that money within the
tomb. That is not possible. Then
it is zero. You are going empty-
handed. You came empty-
handed and going empty-
handed. You came with zero and
you are going with zero. So what-
ever you have earned, that is zero.
But if you have attempted to
serve Kåñëa with all these zeros,
then you have taken some value.
—Conversation, July 31, 1975

MONEY WASTED
“Whatever money we are get-

ting it is from Kåñëa,” Çréla
Prabhupäda wrote, “so nothing
should be misspent.” (Letter, Oc-
tober 24, 1974) Earning an income
is not difficult because Kåñëa pro-
vides for His sincere devotees. But
not misspending the money is dif-
ficult and takes intelligence. Kåñëa
provides, and improper spending
can be a problem even among ex-
alted devotees. For example, once
Caitanya Mahäprabhu “respectfully
told Çivänanda Sena, ‘Take care of
Väsudeva Datta very nicely.
Väsudeva Datta is very liberal. Ev-
ery day, whatever income he re-
ceives, he spends. He does not keep
any balance. Being a householder,
Väsudeva Datta needs to save some
money. Because he is not doing so,
it is very difficult for him to main-
tain his family. Please take care of
Väsudeva Datta’s family affairs.
Become his manager and make the
proper adjustments.’” (Caitanya-
caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 15.93–96)
Like Väsudeva Datta, those who

lack wisdom in spending should put
themselves under the care of a wise,
trustworthy devotee.

THE FAVOR OF THE
GODDESS OF FORTUNE
“Everyone is seeking the favor of

the goddess of fortune,” Çréla
Prabhupäda writes, “but people do
not know that Lord Sri Kåñëa is the
beloved husband of all goddesses of
fortune.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam
2.4.20, Purport) When we try to
engage the goddess of fortune in
Kåñëa’s service, we gradually realize
Him in every sphere of life. By this
culture of Kåñëa consciousness, our
happiness will no longer depend on
how much money we have. We will
be content even without money.

One who has culture has faith
in Kåñëa, and therefore has every-
thing. Çréla Prabhupäda writes, “A

pure devotee who has firm faith in
the words of the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead is to be consid-
ered a most learned scholar, the
topmost aristocrat, and the richest
man in the whole world.”
(Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä
2.5.76, Purport)

Finally, in Çréla Prabhupäda’s
words again: “Guru Mahäräja said
that ‘You do the right work, money
will come. Money will fall down on
your feet.’ Work sincerely. Every-
thing will come, whatever you want.”
(Conversation June 30, 1977)

Viçäkhä Devé Däsé has been con-
tributing articles and photographs to
BTG for more than thirty years. She
and her husband, Yaduvara Däsa,
have lived at Çaraëägati Village, a
Hare Kåñëa community in British
Columbia, Canada, since 1999.
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By Caitanya Caraëa Däsa

Brain = Soul?

Question: Researchers have
found precise correlations between
specific areas of the brain and par-
ticular emotions. Doesn’t this make
the idea of soul as the source of
emotions redundant?

Answer: No, because correla-
tion doesn’t imply causality.

Here’s an example to help us un-
derstand the difference. Suppose
someone write a tragedy that leads
to a spate of suicides. A researcher
investigating the cause of the sui-
cides makes a detailed study of the
number of times the letter “A” oc-
curs in the book, and then pro-
poses a thesis correlating the fre-
quency of “A” in the book with sui-
cides among the book’s readers.
Would the correlations, even if ac-
curately and exhaustively docu-
mented, explain the cause of the
suicides? Obviously not. To claim
they do would amount to a precise
absurdity: an idea that is precise in
its documentation but absurd in its
content.

The arrangement of alphabets
in a book correlates with certain
higher-dimensional properties—
properties that arouse particular
emotions (sorrow, in the case of
this novel) in a conscious observer
who is different from the alphabets
and their arrangement and the

properties. If the alphabets had not
been arranged in a particular way,
they would not have aroused the
particular emotion of sorrows; thus
the correlation is important, but is
it the full explanation of the sui-
cides? No, because even when the
alphabets are appropriately ar-

ranged, they won’t arouse emotions
if there is no distinct, conscious ob-
server to experience them, as hap-
pens when nobody is reading the
book.

Similarly, the correlations be-
tween particular parts of the brain
and the specific emotions aroused
in it may be documentable after la-
borious observations and experi-
ments, but to claim that this corre-
lation is a causal explanation
amounts to a precise absurdity.

Why? Because no matter how pre-
cise the documentation, it’s absurd
to overlook the pre-existence of a
distinct experient (person who ex-
periences) of those emotions. With-

S P I R I T U A L   S C I E N T I S T

Impulses from the brain do not necessarily prove
that brain is the source of consciousness.

For decades, scientists have failed to prove their claim that brain is the source of all
emotions—and therefore life. Could there be an alternative explanation?
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out the experient, the stimulation
of the brain—even if done accu-
rately—won’t arouse any emotions,
as happens with a dead person even
when his brain is still chemically
intact. Dr. Benito Reyes explains this
succinctly in his classic book, Scien-
tific Evidence for the Existence of the
Soul: “Who sits at the brain switch-
board to turn it off and on, as it were?
Who starts thought? Who perceives
phenomena or sensations and trans-
forms them into noumena or ideas?
…[He is] the soul, the personality,
the consciousness. All mental, emo-

tional and physical life emanates
from him, but it courses through the
brain and the entire nervous system
for expression and manifestation.”

Dr. Reyes’ words echo those of
Lord Kåñëa in the Bhagavad-gétä
(13.34). Kåñëa explained thousands
of years ago that the soul who illu-
minates the body with conscious-
ness just as the sun illuminates the
world with light.

Question:  If our consciousness
comes from the soul and not the
brain, why do brain states affect
consciousness? For example, why

does damage to the brain’s speech
center make the person unable to
speak?

Answer: Consciousness origi-
nates from the soul, but manifests
through the brain.

To understand this, let’s con-
sider three crucial questions:

1. If the brain produces con-
sciousness, then how? The brain is
incredibly sophisticated in its struc-
ture, with about ten billion neu-
rons, each of which has about ten
thousand connections with other
neurons. Still, all these neurons

being made of
non-conscious
molecules are
themselves non-
conscious. Their
interactions lead
merely to the
variation of their
electrochemical
states, which
don’t produce or
even refer to
consciousness.
The claim that
matter can pro-
duce some-
t h i n g — c o n -
sciousness—that
experiences mat-
ter is beyond not
only experimen-

tal demonstration but theoretical
explanation. That’s why Noble Lau-
reate Sir John Eccles, stated, “I be-
lieve that there is a fundamental
mystery in my existence, transcend-
ing any biological account of the
development of my body (includ-
ing my brain).”

2.  If the brain produces con-
sciousness, then how does the con-
sciousness maintain its continuity and
integrity despite the continuous
death of brain cells?  Each day, we
lose an average of one thousand
neurons in the brain. How could a

speaking robot continue to speak if
the hard disk containing its speech
program was being continuously de-
leted? That’s why ISKCON scientist,
Dr. Michael Cremo, eloquently
states: “That consciousness and its
mental contents can maintain their
integrity in the face of such massive
random disruptions in the brain cir-
cuitry that supposedly creates con-
sciousness requires quite a leap of
faith. It is more reasonable to sup-
pose that the unitary consciousness
of a living entity is an irreducible
feature of reality and that it simply
uses the brain as an instrument.”

3.  Could the brain be merely
transmitting and not producing con-
sciousness? This view, postulated by
the renowned psychologist William
James, is illustrated by the way a
prism transmits light. When a prism
is damaged, the light passed through
it is distorted. Similarly, when the
brain is damaged, the consciousness
passing through it is impeded. Let’s
consider another example—that of
a businessperson using a computer
to keep inventory. If the computer
is damaged, he would be impaired
in his stock-keeping. Similarly, if the
brain is akin to a computer-like in-
strument for the consciousness,
then the consciousness would be
impaired in expressing itself. No
wonder, another Noble Laureate,
Dr Wilder Penfield, after four de-
cades of research, concluded, “The
brain is a computer . . . but it is pro-
grammed by something that is out-
side of itself.” That something is the
soul, which the Bhagavad-gétä (2.17)
states “pervades the body with con-
sciousness.”

Caitanya Caraëa Däsa holds a
degree in electronics and telecommu-
nications engineering and serves full-
time at ISKCON Pune. To subscribe
to his free cyber magazine, visit
thespiritualscientist.com

The scientific understanding of the human brain

ÈngMarch11new.p65 2/17/2011, 3:34 PM25



26   BACK TO GODHEAD    l MARCH 2011

P O E T R Y
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In your own words ...
What innovative way would you use to spread the glories of Kåñëa?

My twenty-eight months of jour-
neying in Kåñëa consciousness has
taught me that everything fails in
Kåñëa consciousness unless we have
pure intentions. Neither innovation
nor intelligence will make our efforts
successful. But with pure intentions
innovative ideas can really help. I
have this strong desire to write an
interesting book, Chronicles of Eter-
nal Celibates, on the life of monks
in ISKCON—a book that captures
the essence and also the fun part of
their lives. If the book becomes a
bestseller, I would like some Holly-
wood filmmaker to make a movie of
it. It will introduce Kåñëa conscious-
ness and ISKCON to everyone. This
is my dream, and I want it to be my
destiny. May this be your dream as
well because it is just a dream when
it’s mine, but when it becomes yours
it will turn into reality.

—Manish Goel, Mumbai

As a primary school teacher, I
have to deal with small children. To
spread Kåñëa consciousness I would
introduce a class in their daily cur-
riculum where we would have all
Kåñëa-related activities: story tell-
ing, drawing and painting, plays,
singing, a trip to a nearby Viñëu or
ISKCON temple (children love
going out), a sättvik midday meal
of prasäda, and I would explain to
them that everything belongs to
Kåñëa. I would also teach them
small, simple çlokas, ask them to re-
peat them, explain the meanings,
and ask questions on them.

—Mädhava Priyä Devé Däsé,
Thiruvananthapuram

Recently I took up a job in a
business process outsourcing (BPO)
company, where people from all
parts of the world call to ask ques-
tions and get answers. While an-
swering calls, I got an idea: why not
open a call center where people can
ask questions about spiritual subject
matters? Modern humans are
plagued with so many problems.
They can find real peace and hap-
piness if they receive
spiritual solutions.

The inbound pro-
cess of such a call cen-
ter—which we may
call Gauranga Process
Outsourcing—will
deal with people’s
questions on spiritual
and philosophical
matters. The out-
bound process should
deal with outreach
programs and the
sale of devotional
paraphernalia. Such
a call center can thus become a
wonderful preaching center to dis-
tribute the message of Çréla
Prabhupäda and Lord Caitanya.

—Gautam Daswani, Pune

Inviting women home for kitty
parties, cooking tasty bhoga, show-
ing them how to offer that food to
Kåñëa, and then serving them
prasäda—I find this to be a won-
derful way to spread Kåñëa con-
sciousness. When they say, “Prasäda
is tasty” or “the Deities are so beau-
tiful,” they make spiritual advance-
ment and come closer to Kåñëa. At

such parties, new women can learn
the steps to dance in kértana. Give
them lots of time, hear them, show
concern, and be one of them, and
then share with them the name,
form, pastimes, and glories of the
Lord.

—Gayatri Gaitonde, by email

Industries demand higher pro-
ductivity and profitwith less

costforlabor, material, and manu-
facturing. Working engineers often
wonder how to manage these con-
flicts, concluding that it is an im-
possibility. As part of the manage-
ment team of an engineering in-
dustry, I commence my presenta-
tion on Conflict Management with
a picture of Lord Nåsiàhadeva kill-
ing the demon Hiraëyakaçipu.
Hiraëyakaçipu got a benediction
that he would not be killed inside
or outside home, on earth or in the
sky, during the day or at night, by
man or animal, by any weapon, by
the fall of a drop of blood, and so

A Kåñëa conscious call center where people
can receive spiritual guidance.
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BRIAN LARA RECEIVES
BHAGAVAD-GÉTÄ AS IT IS

New Delhi:
The legend-
ary West Ind-
ian cricket
star Brian
Lara recei-
ved a copy of
the Bha-
gavad-gétä As
It Is at a re-
cently held
function in

New Delhi. ISKCON’s leading book distributor Bhakta
Rakesh Oberoi presented the copy to him.

AUSTRALIANS IGNITE KULIMELA FUSE
Eungella, Australia: The Australian Kulimela, hosted
by New Govardhana Dham, a farm in northern New
South Wales, was attended by up to 300 devotees and
well-wishers from around Australia and across the
world. The festival ran from 27 December 2010 to the
9 January 2011. The attendees were treated to semi-
nars on business planning, forgiveness, yoga,
reframing, healing, Äyurveda, self defence, cow pro-
tection and more.

KÅÑËA IN CALIFORNIA ART EXHIBIT
California: Over one hundred people attended the

reception for a new art exhibit by ISKCON artists
Räma Abhiräma Däsa and his wife Dhåti Däsé, at the
Exeter Courthouse Gallery and Museum in Central
California on January 9.

E V E R Y   T O W N   A N D   V I L L A G E

The show, entitled “A Marriage of Art,” included
thirty-six landscape and figurative paintings by both
artists, as well as ten of Våndävana and four large paint-
ings of Lord Kåñëa.

SPANISH INMATES EAT PRASÄDA
Ceuta, Spain: ISKCON devotees distributed prasäda
in the prison of
Ceuta. It is the
only prison in
Spain and in the
entire European
Union that
serves a full veg-
etarian menu at
least once in a
year to all in-
mates.

RATHA-YÄTRÄ AT ISKCON JUHU
Mumbai: The three-day festival from February 4-6

organized by
I S K C O N
Juhu in-
cluded the
Ratha-yäträ
celebrations
of Lord
Jagannätha,
B a l a d e v a
a n d
Subhadra.

Contributed by Yudhisthira Kåñëa Däsa, Antony
Brennan, Kåñëa Kåpä Däsa, Madhava Smullen

on. Hiraëyakaçipu thought that this benediction was
a bundle of conflicts, so he would remain immortal.
But Lord Çré Kåñëa, in the form of Lord Nåsiàhadeva,
killed Hiraëyakaçipu by perfectly managing all the
conflicts in his benediction. Kåñëa is the master of
conflict management, and if we become His devotee,
nothing is impossible; all impossible things can become
possible.

—N. Sundar, Pune

What measures will you take to resolve a
relationship problem with someone?

Deadline for submission is March 25
Answers will be published in May 2011

Word limit: 150 words/ 15 lines
E-mail: ed.btgindia@pamho.net

IN YOUR OWN WORDS
QUESTION FOR THE FORTHCOMING ISSUES
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Agartala, Tripura— Tel. (0381) 22-7053/  Fax: (0381) 22-4780/
premadata@rediffmail.com; Ahmedabad, Gujarat— Tel. (079)
2686-1945, 1645, or 2350/jasomatinandan.acbsp@pamho.net;
Allahabad, UP—Tel. (0532) 2416718. iskcon.allahabad
@pamho.net, Website:www.iskconallahabad.com; Amritsar,
Punjab— Tel. (0183) 2540177; Bangalore, Karnataka—Tel. (080)
23471956/ Fax: (080) 3578625/ ard@iskconbangalore.org; Ban-
galore, Karnataka— Tel: (080) 2356-5708/ Mobile 9844-234-
108/ vibhav.krishna.jps@pamho.net; Baroda, Gujarat— Tel.
(0265) 231-0630, 233-1012 or 235-0885/basu.ghosh.acbsp@
pamho.net; Belgaum, Karnataka— Tel. (0831) 243-6267 or 240-
0108; Bharatpur, Rajasthan— Tel. (05644) 22044.; Bhubaneswar,
Orissa—Tel. (0674) 255-3517, 253-3475, or 255-4283/
iskconbhubaneswar@rediffmail.com ; Brahmapur, Orissa—Tel.
(0680) 2485720; Brahmapur, Orissa—Tel. (0680) 2350100,
09437179400/ panchratna.gkg@pamho.net; Cachar, Assam—
Tel. (03842) 34615; Chandigarh— Tel. (0172) 260-1590 or 260-
3232/ bhaktivinode.gkg@pamho.net; Chennai, TN— Tel. (044)
24530921/23, 32911472; Coimbatore, TN— Tel. (0422) 2574508,
2574812, 2574813/ info@iskcon-coimbatore.org; Dwarka,
Gujarat—Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319; Ghaziabad,
UP—Tel.(0120) 2824200, 09310969623/ snd-gkg@
rediffmail.com; Guwahati, Assam—Tel. (0361) 254-5963/
iskcon.guwahati@pamho.net; Hanumkonda, AP—Tel. (08712)
77399; Haridaspur, West Bengal—Tel. (03215) 57856; Haridwar,
Uttaranchal— Tel. (01334) 260818/ Mobile: 9411371870.;
Hyderabad, AP—Tel. (040) 2474-4969 or 2460-7089/
vedantacaitanya@pamho.net.; Imphal, Manipur—Tel. (0385)
2455693, manimandir@sancharnet.in; Indore, Madhya
Pradesh— Tel. (0731) 4972665; Jagatsinghpur, Orissa— Tel.
(06724) 238112/ E-mail: srigopalccd@yahoo.co.in; Jaipur,
Rajasthan—Tel. (0414) 2782765 or 2781860/ jaipur@pamho.net;
Jammu, J&K—Tel. (0191) 2582306 Jhansi, U.P.— Tel.
(0510)2443602; Kanpur, U.P.—Tel. 09307188117, E-mail:
iskcon.kanpur@pamho.net; Katra, J&K —Tel. (01991) 233047;
Kharghar, Maharashtra—Tel.  (+91)9820039911/
iskcon.kharghar@gmail.com; Kolkata—Tel. (033) 2287 3757/
6075/8242/ Fax: (033) 247-8515/ iskcon.calcutta@pamho.net;
Kurukshetra, Haryana—Tel. (01744) 234806.; Lucknow, UP—
Tel. (0522) 223556 or 271551; Ludhiana, Punjab—Tel. (161)
2770600 or(161) 3118897 or 98159-40005/
iskcon.ludhiana@pamho.net; Madurai, TN—Tel. (0452) 274-
6472.; Mangalore, Karnataka—Tel. (0824) 2423326 or 2442756,
9844325616; Mayapur, WB—Tel. (03472) 245239, 245240 or
245233/ Fax: (03472) 245238/ mayapur.chandrodaya@
pamho.net; Mira Road, Maharashtra—Tel. (022) 2811-7795 or -
7796/ Fax: (022) 2811-8875/ jagjivan.gkg@pamho.net; Moirang,
Manipur— Tel. 795133; Mumbai-Chowpatty, Maharashtra—
Tel. (022) 2366-5500/ Fax: (022) 2366-5555/ radha.krishna.rns@
pamho.net; Mumbai-Juhu, Maharashtra—Tel. (022) 2620-6860/
Fax: (022) 2620-5214/ iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; Nadia, West Ben-
gal—Tel. (03473) 281150 or 281226/ shyamrup.jps@pamho.net;
Nagpur, Maharashtra—Tel. (0712) 6994730, 937015638/
9371064102/9423635311/ iskcon.nagpur@pamho.net; Nasik,
Maharastra—Tel. (0253) 6450005/ 9850071227/ siksastakam.rns
@pamho.net; Nellore, AP—Tel. 0861-2314577/ Mobile:
9215536589/ sukadevaswami@gmail.com,  New Delhi—Tel.
(011)26235133/ Fax: (011) 2621-5421 or 2628-0067/
neel.sunder@pamho.net; New Delhi—Tel. 25222851, 25227478,
55136200.; Noida, UP—Tel. (095120) 245-4912 or 245-5015/
vraja.bhakti.vilas.lok@pamho.net; Pandharpur, Maharashtra—
Tel. (02186) 267242 or 267266/ Mobile: 9423335991/

CENTRES IN INDIA
Founder-Äcärya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivendanta Swami Prabhupada

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness Correct

as of

30 Nov

2010

iskcon.pandharpur@pamho.net; Patna, Bihar— Tel. (0612) 687637
or 685081/ Fax: (0612) 687635/ krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net; Pune,
Maharashtra—Tel. (020) 41033222, 41033223/ iyfpune@vsnl.com;
Puri, Orissa—Tel. (06752) 231440; Raipur, Chhatisgarh— Tel.
(0771) 5037555, 9893276985/ iskconraipur@yahoo.com; Salem,
TN— Tel. (0427) 2360012, 9442153427 iskcon.salem@pamho.net;
Secunderabad, AP—Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021; Siliguri,
WB— Tel. 09800865104/ Email: abd@pamho.net; Solapur,
Maharashtra— Tel. 09371178393; Sri Rangam, TN—Tel. (0431)
433945; Surat, Gujarat—Tel. (0261) 2765891 or 2765516/
surat@pamho.net; Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala—Tel. (0471)
2328197.  jsdasa@yahoo.co.in; Tirupati, AP—Tel. (0877) 2231760,
2230009 Guest House Booking: guesthouse.tirupati@pamho.net;
Udhampur, J&K— Tel. (01992) 270298 or 276146; Ujjain, MP—
Tel. 0734-235000/ Fax: 0734-2536000/ iskcon.ujjain@pamho.net;
Vellore—Tel. 0416-2241654, 9790392143/ akinchan_bvks97
@rediffmail.com; Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat—Tel. (02692)
230796 or 233012; Varanasi, UP—Tel. (0542) 276422 or 222617;
Vijayawada, AP—Tel.(08645) 272513/ mmdasiskconvijayawada
@gmail.com; Vishakapatnam, AP—Tel. (0891) 5537625/
samba.jps@pamho.net; Vrindavan, UP—Tel. (0565) 254-0021
(Guesthouse:) 254-0022/ Fax: (0565) 254-0053/
vrindavan@pamho.net; (Guesthouse:); Warangal, AP—Tel.
(08712) 426182

1 Mar: Break fast (Mumbai) 06:58 am - 10:53 am,
Çré Içvara Puré – Disappearance
3 Mar: Çiva Rätri
5 Mar: Çréla Jagannätha Däsa Bäbäjé –
Disappearance, Çré Rasikänanda – Disappearance
9 Mar: Çré Puruñottama Däsa Öhäkura –
Appearance
16 Mar: Fasting for Ämalaké vrata Ekädaçi
17 Mar: Break fast (Mumbai) 06:45 am - 10:43 am,
Çré Mädhavendra Puré – Disappearance
19 Mar: Gaura Purëimä: Appearance of Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu (Fasting till moon-rise)
20 Mar: Festival of Jagannätha Miçra
26 Mar: Çré Çréväsa Paëòita – Appearance
30 Mar: Fasting for Päpamocani Ekädaçi
31 Mar: Break fast (Mumbai) 06:34 am - 10:40 am,
Çré Govinda Ghosh – Disappearance
 8 Apr: Çré Rämänujäcärya – Appearance
12 Apr: Räma Navamé: Appearance of Lord Çré
Rämacandra (Fasting till noon)
14 Apr: Fasting for Kämadä Ekädaçi
15 Apr: Break fast (Mumbai) 06:22 am - 10:33 am,
Damaëakaropaëa Dvädaçé, Tulasé Jala Däna begins.

VAIÑËAVA CALENDAR

1 March 2011 - 15 April 2011
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About four decades ago a Bollywood film
actor-cum-director-cum-storywriter-cum-
hero cum . . . decided to exploit the

growing popularity of the Hare Krishna movement,
more particularly in the Western world. His
formula was simple: make a movie about an
innocent Indian teenager who is captivated by
drug-crazed hippies and is forced to take drugs and
chant the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra.

When Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu had launched
his saìkértana (congregational chanting)
movement in Bengal, about five hundred years ago,
he had met similar opposition from the
establishment. He and His followers would meet
in the house of Çréväsa Paëòita and chant the
mahä-mantra, Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa
Hare Hare/ Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma
Hare Hare, all night long. Onlookers wondered as
to what these people do all night and how they
could be so happy. How can they continue to chant
continuously day after day, night after night?
Certainly, they must be engaged in black tantric
rituals involving wine and women, they concluded.
Thus they offended Çréväsa Paëòita, one of the
devotees, and as a result their leader contracted
leprosy. Çréväsa Paëòita, of course, later forgave
him and relieved him of his malady.

Similarly, we are not sad to learn that someone
has decided to re-launch the same “dum maro dum”
song in a remix version. Obviously their only desire
to make a lot of money but it is interesting to see
how these actions ultimately are used by the Lord
for the highest benefit of mankind. When Çréla

Prabhupäda was informed about the popularity of
this song he assured the devotees that the Holy
Name of the Lord is so powerful that it will act
even without the intention of the chanter. The
Çrémad-Bhägavatam assures us, “One who chants
the holy name of the Lord is immediately freed
from the reactions of unlimited sins, even if he
chants indirectly [to indicate something else],
jokingly, for musical entertainment, or even
neglectfully. This is accepted by all the learned
scholars of the scriptures.”

Someone may raise an issue that this song is
ridiculing your movement, still how is it that you
are unfazed?

Well, this concern can be addressed by the
simple statement of Rüpa Gosvämé: Yena kena
prakäreëa manaù kåñëe niveçayet. “First of all fix
your mind, somehow or other, on Lord Kåñëa.”
All the other rules and regulations needed to purify
your life can be added later. Other rules and
regulations include strict norms about eating,
sleeping, cleaning oneself, etc. Since this is the
degraded age of Kali (the age of quarrel and
hypocrisy), there is no other path other than
chanting Lord Kåñëa’s holy name. Thus anyone
who chants Kåñëa’s name (even if it is a cinema
song) will be benefitted - his miseries will certainly
come to an end. Just chant in the morning and
evening the mahä-mantra: Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa
Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare/ Hare Räma Hare Räma
Räma Räma Hare Hare.

— Çyämänanda Däsa

 E D I T O R I A L

DUM MARO DUM / MIT JAYE GAM
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