C O N T E N T S
Founded 1944. Vol. 7 No. 11 November 2010

Features

4

ÇRÉLA
PRABHUPÄDA’S
MERCY

JÉVA AND
ÉÇVARA
Are they one or
different?

20

12

7

ÇRÉLA
PRABHUPÄDA
ON

An early disciple of Çréla
Prabhupäda reminisces some
old stories with profound
lessons for the present time.

RAISING
KIDS

16

THE MAGIC
WAND

THE ETERNALLY
LIMITLESS AND ME

Stories of Kåñëa
enchant, inspire, and
educate our kids

Gazing into the lonely
night sky, the author
discovers valuable truths
about life and existence

VEDIC LENS

22

BREAKING THE
CYCLE OF
INTOLERANCE

VEDIC
SCIENCE

IS SPIRITUAL
HAPPINESS REAL?

The proposed act of burning
the holy book is not an
answer to violence

Columns
P
3 Permanent
&
HOTOSCOPE

Impermanent
BOOK DISTRIBUTION

26 N

ECTAR

A Book For A
Body Builder

Departments
V
2
L
C

AIÑËAVA

ETTERS

ALENDAR

EVERY TOWN
AND VILLAGE
IN YOUR
OWN WORDS

27

28

What gift would you
like to receive from
God?

CENTRES
IN INDIA

31

31

EDITORIAL

32

Sale! Sale!! Sale!!!

A pure soul is the eternal servant of God as His fragmental part and
parcel. He comes into contact with mäyä (illusion) due to the desire to
lord it over mäyä, and that is the cause of his many sufferings.
—Çréla Prabhupäda
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chanting of the holy names of God as taught by Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu • To help every living being remember and serve Çré Kåñëa,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
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TOUCHING STORY
I just went through “An Intellect
Discovers its Perfection,” (BTG July
2010) and found it one of the best
articles ever. I am not a big reader,
but I went through this article thrice,
as it was really touching and inspiring.
The author’s childhood memories,
parents’ concern, coming to Kåñëa
consciousness, and finally dedicating
his entire life—all this was narrated
so beautifully in a language that is lucid but very powerful.
—Rädhä Våndävancandra Däsa
SEEING KÅÑËA
How can I see Lord Kåñëa?
—Preeti
OUR REPLY: The scriptures say
that the price to see Kåñëa is simply
our intense desire to see Him. We have
to be eager to advance to a high level
of purity, which can be achieved only
by the grace of the spiritual master. If
we serve the spiritual master, then we
become a candidate for seeing Kåñëa.
Spiritual life is not cheap. We have
to practice sincerely, with great
determination. Therefore in the
Kåñëa consciousness movement we
have a regulated life of chanting and
hearing about Kåñëa, refraining from
forbidden activities, and serving
Kåñëa and guru. These things will
purify us, and then Kåñëa will be
pleased to have us back in His
association. It is said that we shouldn’t
try to see God but should act in such
a way that He will want to see us.
Bhakti is what attracts Him, so keep
steadily engaged in His service and
glorify Him always.

temporary, but some social service is
essential for devotional service. Why
are there some ISKCON schools and
Bhaktivedanta Hospital to serve the
affected?
What
are
other
humanitarian services run by
ISKCON?
—Upkar
OUR REPLY: Humanitarian work
is only helpful in the bigger picture
of life if the ultimate goal is to bring
people closer to Kåñëa. Bhaktivedanta
Hospital helps people materially, but
also spiritually. The form of Çréla
Prabhupäda sits in the front hall, and
doctors not only provide medical
treatment, but they also offer prasäda.
Spiritual guidance is also offered in
the hospital. It is a combination of
spiritual and material welfare.
ISKCON schools are meant to
offer both spiritual and material
education so that students are trained
to function well in both material and
spiritual environments. ISKCON has
programs for the free distribution of
food, but the food is prasäda, so this
“humanitarian” service provides both
spiritual and material assistance.
Devotees also assist other devotees
with material aspects of their lives, as
well as offering spiritual support and
guidance. Both types of aid to
devotees are considered devotional
service.
Replies to the letter were written by
volunteers of www.krishna.com
Write to us at: Back to Godhead, 3rd
Floor, 302, Amrut Industrial Estate,
Western Express Highway, Mira Road
(E)-401104.
Email: ed.btgindia@pamho.net

HUMANITARIAN SERVICES
It’s true that social service is
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PHOTOSCOPE

Permanent
&

Impermanent

I observe a group of senior citizens regularly assembling in the early hours to twist and
turn. They do so in hopes of staying fit.
A person gets old. Yet the same spirit soul still inhabits his body. The spirit soul is
eternal. It never undergoes any change. The body on the other hand is always subject
to change. Desires nevertheless persist along with the soul.
These people still want to run. They still want to travel to their favorite places. They
still want to eat all their fancy dishes.
But the body has slowly voiced its non co-operation. Everyone experiences this
phenomenon. We have to learn the difference between spirit and matter. The
Bhagavad-gétä informs näsato vidyate bhävo näbhävo vidyate sataù: “… Of the
nonexistent [the material body] there is no endurance and of the eternal [the soul]
there is no change.”
The more we learn to lead our lives agreeing by this principle, the more we will not be
disturbed and affected by the inevitable changes of our bodies.
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ÇRÉLA PRABHUPÄDA ON

EXCERPTS FROM ÇRÉLA PRABHUPÄDA’S TEACHINGS

Jéva and Éçvara
Are they one or different?
by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda
Founder-Äcärya of The International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
JÉVA AND ÉÇVARA
 There

is éçvara, which means the controller, and
there are jévas, the living entities, which are controlled.
(Bhagavad-gétä, Introduction)
 The

position of éçvara, the Supreme Lord, is that
of supreme consciousness. The jévas, or the living entities, being parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord,
are also conscious. . . . The Lord is kñetra-jïa, conscious, as is the living being, but the living being is
conscious of his particular body, whereas the Lord is
conscious of all bodies. (Bhagavad-gétä, Introduction)
 Mamaiväàço jéva-bhütaù [Bg. 15.7]. Aàça means
parts and parcels. Now as a particle of gold is also par-

ticle, a drop of water of the ocean is also salty, similarly, we, the living entities, being parts and parcels of
the supreme controller, éçvara, Bhagavän, or Lord Çré
Kåñëa, we have got qualitatively all the qualities of the
Supreme Lord in minute. Because we are minute éçvara,
subordinate éçvara. (ßecture on Introduction to
Gétopaniñad, from Çréla Prabhupäda’s earliest recordings)


jévera ‘svarüpa’ haya—kåñëera ‘nitya-däsa’
kåñëera ‘taöasthä-çakti’ ‘bhedäbheda-prakäça
süryäàça-kiraëa, yaiche agni-jvälä-caya
sväbhävika kåñëera tina-prakära ‘çakti’ haya

“It is the living entity’s constitutional position to
be an eternal servant of Kåñëa because he is the marginal energy of Kåñëa
and a manifestation simultaneously one and
different from the
Lord, like a molecular
particle of sunshine or
fire.” (Cc. Madhya
20.108-109)
Just like a drop of ocean
has all the quality of the
ocean, we have all the
qualities of the supreme
in minute.
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 Viñëu-tattva is the Supreme Absolute Truth, jévatattva is part and parcel, and çakti-tattva is the energy
of God. (Lecture on Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.1-4, 22 May
1969, New Våndävana, USA.)
 We

are controlled by mäyä, but Kåñëa is the controller of mäyä. That is the difference. We are not
controller; we are controlled. In the next verse, it is
described, therefore, yayä sammohito jéva [Bhäg. 1.7.5].
This mäyä is illusion, is illusion to the jéva, to the living entities, not to Kåñëa. (Lecture on ÇrémadBhägavatam 1.7.2-4, 14 October 1975, Durban)

2.2.13): nityo nityänäà cetanaç cetanänäm/ eko bahünäà
yo vidadhäti kämän (Bg. 7.10, purport)
 Éçvara

cannot have any competitor.
Asamaurdhva. Asama means there is no equal. And
aurdhva means nobody is greater. Nobody is greater
than Kåñëa, and nobody is equal to Kåñëa. The
Mäyävädé philosophy that everyone is God, everyone
is Kåñëa, is not substantiated by the Vedic literature.
Éçvaraù paramaù kåñëaù (Brahma-saàhitä 5.1). (Lecture
on Cc. Ädi 7.8, 15 March 1974, Våndävana)

OÀKÄRA IS ÉÇVARA
HOW KÅÑËA IS ÉÇVARA
 Krsna

is described as éçvara because He can do
whatever He likes. He is the supreme controller. The
supreme éçvara puruñottama is Lord Kåñëa. He exhibits His powers as éçvara, or the supreme controller, when
He assures His devotee in Bhagavad-gétä (18.66):
“Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender
unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful reaction.
Do not fear.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.19.3, purport)

 Oàkära is the origin, middle and end of everything, and any living entity who thus understands
Oàkära attains the perfection of spiritual identity in
Oàkära. Oàkära, being
situated in everyone’s
heart, is éçvara, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, as confirmed in
the Bhagavad-gétä (18.61):
éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà
håd-deçe ‘rjuna tiñöhati.
Oàkära is as good as Viñëu
because Oàkära is as allpervasive as Viñëu. One who knows Oàkära and Lord
Viñëu to be identical no longer has to lament or hanker. (Cc. Ädi 7.128)

KNOWING ÉÇVARA
 How to know éçvara-tattva? Tad-vijïänärthaà sa
gurum eva abhigacchet [Muëòaka Upaniñad 1.2.12]. Then
you have to approach the bona fide guru. He will let
you know. Tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä:
“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual
master. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him.” [Bg. 4.34]. No challenge. (Lecture on
Cc. Ädi 1.12, Mäyäpur, April 5, 1975)
 Kåñëadäsa Kaviräja has stated, ekale éçvara kåñëa,
ära saba bhåtya: “Kåñëa is the only independent controller; all other living entities depend upon Him.”
(Cc. Ädi 5.142)
 As

the root of a tree maintains the whole tree,
Kåñëa, being the original root of all things, maintains
everything in this material manifestation. This is also
confirmed in the Vedic literature (Kaöha Upaniñad

JÉVA’S ILLUSION AND
ENTANGLEMENT
 Éçvara, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is
situated within the heart of all conditioned souls, and
by His supreme will the living entity, or individual soul,
gets the facility to lord it over material nature in various types of bodies, which are known as yantra, or the
moving vehicle offered by the total material energy,
mäyä. Although the individual living entity (jéva) and

NOVEMBER 2010

ÈngNov10.p65

5

10/19/2010, 12:05 PM



BACK TO GODHEAD 5

Now we are identifying with this
matter, material elements. Everyone is illusioned. “I am this body;
therefore I am American.” “Therefore I am Indian.” “Therefore I am
this.” “Therefore I am that.” This
is called jéva-bhütaù, ignorance.
And as soon as one
becomes brahmabhütaù, he unders t a n d s .
Prasannätmä. “Oh,
I am neither
American nor this,
nor that. I am eternal servant of
Kåñëa.” That is
brahma-bhütaù,
simply to change
the consciousness.
At the present moThe living entity is wandering throughout
ment our conthe universes in various species.
sciousness is material. I am identifyverses in various forms of body and ing with matter. The same thing,
becomes implicated in different consciousness, when changed, you
situations, partaking of the reac- identify with Kåñëa, Kåñëa’s intertions of fruitive activities. (Çrémad- est, then you are liberated. (Lecture
during Ratha-yäträ, 1 July 1971, Los
Bhägavatam 4.23.18, purport)
Angeles)
 Çréla Madhväcärya also says,
anéça jéva-rüpeëa: the living entity is
 In this jéva-bhüta stage, false
anéça, never the controller, but is al- identification stage, we are also anxways controlled.
Therefore when a
living entity becomes proud of being an independent
éçvara, or god, that is
his
foolishness.
( Ç r é m a d Bhägavatam 6.22.11,
purport)
the Lord are both situated within
the material energy, the Lord is directing the movements of the jéva
soul by offering him different types
of bodies through the material energy, and thus the living entity is
wandering throughout the uni-

LIBERATION
B

rahmabhütaù, identification with Brahman.
That is liberation.
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ious to hear something. We are
reading daily in the morning newspaper, “This, this thing has happened there. Here is something
available.” But as soon you become
brahma-bhüta [Bg. 18.54], you lose
all interest in such nonsense things.
You’ll be interested to hear about
Kåñëa, not about the newspaper.
This is called liberation. No more
attraction for material engagement.
Çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù. (Lecture: Nobody Wants to Die,” 7 May
1968, Boston)
 Without tapasya, or austerity,
no human being can get liberation.
The theory that there is no need
of austerity in life, that one can go
on speculating and everything will
be nice, is neither recommended in
the Vedic literature nor in the
Bhagavad-gétä. (Garden Discussion
on Bhagavad-gétä Chapter 16, 26
June 1976, New Våndävana)

 This liberation is possible
only by hearing and chanting the
divine activities of the Supreme
Lord, and any occupational activity that does not help one to
achieve attachment for hearing
and chanting the transcendental
message
of
Godhead is said
herein to be
simply a waste
of time. This is
because other
occupational
duties (whatever ism they
may belong to)
cannot give liberation to the
soul. (ÇrémadBhägavatam
1.2.8, purport)
Chanting the holy names of God is the easiest method to get liberation.
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Çréla Prabhupäda’s
Mercy
An early disciple of Çréla Prabhupäda reminisces some old stories
with profound lessons for the present time.

By Giriräja Swami
This article is based on a talk given by the author on
Çréla Prabhupäda’s disappearance day in 2009.

W

e have gathered at the lotus feet of Çréla
Prabhupäda on the auspicious occasion of
his disappearance festival. When we were
with His Divine Grace in Surat on his Guru Mahäräja’s
disappearance day, he remarked that on the absolute
platform there is no difference between the appearance and disappearance of the spiritual master—just
like the sunrise and sunset, both are beautiful.
Çréla Prabhupäda always glorified Kåñëa as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and he instructed everyone to take shelter of Kåñëa. Many people who came
in touch with Çréla Prabhupäda were struck by this
fact. George Harrison, for example, said that so many
svämés and gurus tell their followers to surrender to
them but that Çréla Prabhupäda always said, “Kåñëa is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; you should surrender to Him.”
Once, a new devotee approached Çréla Prabhupäda
and said, “Çréla Prabhupäda, I can trust you; I can surrender to you. But I can’t trust your representatives. I
can’t surrender to them, because I fear they may cheat
me.” And Çréla Prabhupäda replied, “Don’t surrender
to me either. I may also cheat you. Surrender to Kåñëa.”
In the beginning of devotional service an aspirant
may think that he is a devotee, but as he makes progress
he comes to realize that actually he is not a devotee. It
is paradoxical: the neophyte thinks, “I am a devotee,”
and the advanced devotee thinks, “I am not a devo-

Author giving a class

tee.” When we hear of Kåñëa’s mercy upon Pütanä,
who was a demon, we may think, “Well, it is wonderful that He was so merciful to Pütanä, but at least I am
not a demon; I am a devotee.” Yet although we are
aspiring devotees—I don’t say that we are not devotees, but at least we can say that we are aspiring devotees—we do have some qualities in common with
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Pütanä.
LINGERING ENVY
One quality mentioned is
jighäàsayä—she acted out of envy.
We are in the material world out
of envy of Kåñëa. We don’t want to
accept Kåñëa as the supreme
enjoyer; we want to
enjoy independent
of Him. That means
we are envious of
Kåñëa. And it is actually envy that
keeps us in the material world. Only
someone who is
completely liberated
and pure can be free
from envy. Çréniväsa
Äcärya glorifies the
six Gosvämés of
V å n d ä v a n a ,
dhérädhéra-janapriyau: they are dear
both to the gentle
and to the ruffians.
Dhéra means one
who is sober, who
does not identify
with the body but
knows that he is the
soul within (dhéras tatra na
muhyati). He is dhéra—sober,
gentle, undisturbed. And adhéra is
the opposite—one who identifies
with the body, or, a ruffian. So, the
six Gosvämés are popular with both
the gentle and the ruffians. They
are pleasing to everyone because
they are not envious of anyone, and
thus they are worshipable.
Dhérädhéra-jana-priyau. They are
nonenvious (nirmatsarau) and thus
are worshipable (püjitau). Çréla
Prabhupäda explains that one who
is nonenvious is worshipable because one can be nonenvious only
if he is a pure devotee. Anyone
other than a pure devotee must still

be affected by envy. Our natural
position is to serve Kåñëa (jévera
‘svarüpa’ haya-kåñëera ‘nitya-däsa’).
If we act as anything other than an
eternal servant of Kåñëa, it means
that we have not realized our actual position and that our original

ter he had brought Lord Caitanya’s
movement to America and how
Kåñëa had kindly sent so many sincere souls. He told the devotees, “I
have a few children in India from
my family days, but you are my real
children. Now I am going to India

Çréla Prabhupäda talking with some of his disciples

envy of Kåñëa, which brought us
into the material world, is still, to
some degree, lingering.
AN ENCOUNTER
IN EARLY DAYS
After starting his mission in New
York and San Francisco, Çréla
Prabhupäda had a stroke, and after all efforts to recover in America
had failed, Çréla Prabhupäda decided to return to India to recoup
his health. Before his departure, he
came to the San Francisco temple.
No one had expected him to speak,
but he asked for the microphone.
He spoke about his mission, how
under the order of his spiritual mas-

for a little while.”
One of Çréla Prabhupäda’s early
disciples from San Francisco suddenly entered the room. The devotees knew that he wanted to leave
Kåñëa consciousness, that he hadn’t
taken his initiation vows seriously,
and that he wanted to move on—
he didn’t want a spiritual master any
more. The other devotees tried to
discourage him, but he persisted.
Now they were incredulous: how
could he do such a thing on the
night before Sväméjé’s departure?
The
devotee,
Ravindrasvarüpa*, fell to the floor to offer
obeisances, but he didn’t rise up.
Instead, he began crawling on his
* Not the current ISKCON guru
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hands and knees towards
Prabhupäda. This dramatic encounter is vividly described in Çréla
Prabhupäda- lélämåta: “Ravindra
usually had a cavalier manner, enhanced by a handsome face, long
tousled hair, and a beard. But now
he was wretched and sobbing and
crazy. He crawled towards
Prabhupäda, who sat but two steps
off the floor on the simple redwood
dais. Prabhupäda looked at him
with compassion: ‘Come here, my
boy.’ Ravindra crawled up the steps
and placed his bushy head on
Prabhupäda’s lap. Moved, the
devotees watched as Prabhupäda
stroked Ravindra’s head and the
boy cried and cried.
“‘What’s wrong, my son? You
don’t have to be so unhappy.’
“Ravindra bawled out, ‘I want . .
. ,’ he sobbed, ‘aah . . . to . . . aah . .
. reach God directly! Without anyone in between!’
“Prabhupäda continued to pat
and stroke the boy’s head: ‘No, you
continue to stay with us if possible.
Don’t be a crazy fellow.’ Ravindra’s
weeping subsided, and Prabhupäda
continued, speaking both to
Ravindra and to the emotionstruck group in the room. ‘I am an
old man,’ he said. ‘I may die at any
moment. But please, you all carry
on this saìkértana movement. You
have to become humble and tolerant. As Lord Caitanya says, be as
humble as a blade of grass and more
tolerant than a tree. You must have
enthusiasm and patience to push on
this Kåñëa conscious philosophy.’
“Suddenly Ravindra’s tears were
gone. He jumped up, dejectedly
stood, hesitating for a moment, and
then hurried out the door, banging it behind him.
“Ravindra-svarupa’s dramatic
exit from Kåñëa consciousness

shocked the devotees. Prabhupäda
sat still and continued speaking to
them gravely, asking them to stick
together and push on the movement, for their own benefit and for
others. Whatever they had
learned, he said, they
should repeat.
“They realized, perhaps
for the first time, that they
were part of a preaching
mission, a movement.
They had a loving obligation to Sväméjé and
Kåñëa.”
REMAINING
FAITHFUL
Although that disciple’s
exhibition might have
been extreme, in principle
he is not that different
from any of us. We also
don’t want anyone between us and Kåñëa. We
don’t want to surrender.
We want to be Kåñëa. But
by Prabhupäda’s mercy we
have been engaged in devotional service and are
undertaking the process of
purification—chanting
the holy names, hearing
Çrémad-Bhägavatam, associating with devotees,
worshiping the Deity, and
as far as possible residing
in Mathurä, Våndävana,
Mäyäpur, or any temple of
Gaura-Nitäi or RädhäKåñëa.
Pütanä was asädhvé,
unfaithful. And she pretended to be something
that she was not. She was
actually a demon, but by
her mystic powers she presented herself as a very
beautiful woman. When

she entered the village of Gokula
she appeared so beautiful and
effulgent that people thought that
Lakñmé, the goddess of fortune herself, had come. So when she came
to enter the house of Nanda

The author with Çréla Prabhupäda
on a morning walk.
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BACK TO GODHEAD 9

Mahäräja and Yaçodämayé, no one
stopped her. She was so beautiful
and effulgent that they thought she
was some higher being. Actually,
she was a she-demon, and she came
to kill Kåñëa.
It is not entirely wrong to
present oneself as something that
one is not. Sometimes, for social
reasons, we must, but internally we
should remain faithful. The problem is that internally sometimes we
become unfaithful (asädhvé). We
want to surrender—we decide to
surrender—but then we take back
our surrender. It happens all the
time. We surrender—decide to surrender—and then withdraw our
surrender. We are not sure whether

vice.” (Cc. Madhya 22.62)
EXCEPTIONAL MERCY
FROM A NEUTRAL GOD
Even in Çréla Prabhupäda’s presence, devotees did not always understand him. Most of the people
who joined Çréla Prabhupäda were
young, in their late teens or early
twenties, and it was years before any
left his or her body. The first I recall was Jaya Gopäla Däsa, who lost
his life in an automobile accident.
His young wife was distraught, and
Çréla Prabhupäda assured her that
Jaya Gopäla had gone back to
Godhead and that she would join
him. A godbrother commented
that Çréla Prabhupäda had said that

Kåñëa is interested only in devotees. And it is only
because of the mercy of a devotee that Kåñëa takes
interest in someone who is not yet truly a devotee.
we should surrender. We are not
sure whether the process will work,
whether we will get the result. We
are not sure whether we will be successful in our attempt. We are not
sure whether Kåñëa will take care
of us. We are not sure if our desires
will be fulfilled.
Ultimately, it comes back to
faith, upon which all progress depends.
‘çraddhä’-çabde—viçväsa kahe
sudåòha niçcaya
kåñëe bhakti kaile
sarva-karma kåta haya
“Çraddhä is confident, firm faith
that by rendering transcendental
loving service to Kåñëa one automatically performs all subsidiary
activities. Such faith is favorable to
the discharge of devotional ser-
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just to encourage her. Then three
days ago I came across a book called
His Divine Grace, by Dänavéra
Gosvämé. And looking through it
I came across a photo of Jaya
Gopäla, with the caption: “Çréla
Prabhupäda stated that Jaya
Gopäla was not ready to go back to
Godhead but that Kåñëa made an
exception and took him back anyway.” That is causeless mercy—
Prabhupäda’s mercy. Kåñëa has no
interest in anything of the material
world. He is interested only in
devotees. And it is only because of
the mercy of a devotee that Kåñëa
takes interest in someone who is
not yet truly a devotee. Why else
would Kåñëa make an exception—
other than Prabhupäda’s mercy?
Otherwise, who is Jaya Gopäla
Däsa—or any of us—to Kåñëa? It is
because of our connection with

Çréla Prabhupäda that we have any
standing in Kåñëa’s eyes.
Of course, Kåñëa is the
Supersoul. He is in the heart of
every living entity as the witness
and overseer. And He loves the living entities and accompanies them
wherever they go. But He is neutral. He lets them act to fulfill their
desires. He doesn’t interfere. However, when a devotee intervenes,
Kåñëa takes special interest. One
who has received a devotee’s mercy
gets Kåñëa’s mercy, and that is true
of all of us, your followers, now..
Otherwise, why should we even be
here? We are just conditioned souls
who have come into the material
world to enjoy in imitation of
Kåñëa. Why should we even be in
Kåñëa’s temple? We are here by
Çréla Prabhupäda’s mercy, and thus
we are making the effort to purify
our hearts and become true devotees, hearing Çrémad-Bhägavatam
and chanting the holy names.
Satsvarüpa Däsa Goswämé told
me a nice story—a realization or
thought that he had had. It relates
to Çréla Prabhupäda’s mercy and
leads to the conclusion kaà vä
dayäluà çaraëaà vrajema: “How
shall I take shelter of one more
merciful?” In other words, “He is
so merciful; how can I find anyone
more merciful? How can I take shelter of anyone else?”
Sometimes it happens that
devotees from ISKCON meet
saintly persons outside of ISKCON.
So, one year Satsvarüpa Mahäräja
went to Jagannätha Puré, during the
holy month of Puruñottama, to
spend some time with one such
sädhu. But while there, Satsvarüpa
Mahäräja felt uncomfortable; he
didn’t feel at home in that association. He felt that Çréla Prabhupäda
created ISKCON to be his home
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and that he could feel at home only
in ISKCON—nowhere else.
Then he went a step further. He
imagined a time when he would
leave his body and come to the precincts of Kåñëaloka and the
gatekeeper would ask him, “Who are
you?” He suddenly became fearful,
thinking that he was taking a gamble
by turning himself into a siksa disciple of that sadhu, rather than remaining an exclusive disciple of
Çréla Prabhupäda. He wasn’t sure
exactly what his relationship with
that sädhu was or how that sädhu
would relate to Kåñëa on his behalf.
Then he imagined a different
sequence. In this one, when the
gatekeeper asked, “Who are you?”
he would reply, “I am Satsvarüpa
Däsa, a disciple of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupäda.” Then he imagined
the gatekeeper going to Çréla
Prabhupäda and asking him,
“Satsvarüpa has come to the gate—
what should we do?” And he imagined that Çréla Prabhupäda would
say, “Satsvarüpa? My Satsvarüpa?
Call him immediately.”
To me, this provides a striking
picture of Çréla Prabhupäda and his
mercy, and it serves to answer the
rhetorical question, “How shall I
take shelter of one more merciful
than he?” For us, there is no one
more merciful. There is no need to
take shelter of anyone else, and
there will be no gain if we leave him
to take shelter of anyone else.
HOLD ON TO THE
LOTUS FEET
Two years ago I had the good fortune to meet Näräyaëé Däsé here
in Houston during a japa workshop. I hadn’t seen her for many
years, and then at a japa workshop
here, I met her, and she told me a

story that she had heard. Çréla
Prabhupäda was giving a talk in
which he had said that in order
to go back home, back to
Godhead, one must be cent percent pure, cent percent free of
material desires and attachments.
When Çréla Prabhupäda saw that
the devotees were discouraged,
he said, “All right, 90%.” Still
they were dejected. Then he said,
“All right, 80%.” Still they were
crestfallen.
Then
Prabhupäda said, “All
right, 75%—but not less.”
After the talk, Çréla
Prabhupäda commented,
“If you just hold on to my
lotus feet, I will take you
back to Godhead. I have
the key to the back door.”
(Of course, we must try sincerely and seriously, by all
means, with all of our energy and resources.)
In our japa retreats we
emphasize chanting with
attention, without offense.
We encourage devotees to
pronounce each syllable
distinctly and hear each
syllable attentively. To
chant inattentively is an
offense. So, I thought of
my initiation letter—Çréla
Prabhupäda sent it to me in Boston from Los Angeles—in which
he told me to avoid the ten offenses. And I thought, “Oh, my
God, that was practically the first
instruction I got from Çréla
Prabhupäda—the instruction I
got when I was initiated—and
now, thirty-six years later, I still
haven’t been able to follow it,
which is another offense: to disobey the orders of the spiritual
master.” So I thought, “I am just
drowning in offenses.” And then

I thought, “I better reread that letter, to try to get some strength, some
encouragement and inspiration.” I
reread it, and there was the instruction: “You should avoid the ten offenses as far as possible.” Çréla
Prabhupäda was so merciful—he
knew that I couldn’t avoid them completely. So he saved me from the offense of disobeying his order, by writing “as far as possible.”
So that is our qualification, ac-

cording to Çréla Prabhupäda. And
that is our hope. If we sincerely try
to follow his instructions strictly—if
we just hold on to his lotus feet—he
will do the rest. He will take us back
home, back to Godhead.
Hare Kåñëa.
Giriräja Swami joined the Kåñëa
consciousness movement in 1969 and
accepted the renounced order of life in
1978. During the mid-seventies, under
Prabhupäda's supervision he guided the
construction of ISKCON’s temple
complex in Mumbai.
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RAISING KIDS

The Magic Wand
Stories of Kåñëa enchant, inspire, and educate our kids

By Tariëé Rädhä Devé Däsé

S

ometimes I curse myself for
having the talent to tell sto
ries because my kids don’t
spare me this task even at the end
of a very long tiring day! But most
times, I am grateful to be able to
tell stories because they are so enjoyable even when we repeat them
for the ‘n’th time. Of course this is
possible only because we narrate
the pastimes of Lord Kåñëa, which
are transcendental. Contrast this
with having to tell the story of the
Three Little Pigs or Cinderella every day!
One lady, eager to make her
child a whiz, would sing ABC to put
her to sleep. But how many times
can you sing ABC? One day she got
totally fed up singing ABC and became frustrated because her child
would not respond to any other
tune. Then, I sang Hare Kåñëa to
the same tune and the child went
to sleep almost immediately. In this
method, both the singer and the
child gained pleasure.
Similarly, stories of Kåñëa, being spiritual in nature do not tire
the speaker or the sincere listener.
Lord Caitanya, during His stay in
Puri, would hear the histories of
Prahläda and Dhruva everyday and
experience ecstasy remembering
the devotion of these child devotees.
Narrating the pastimes of Kåñëa
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to children can begin very early.
Fortunately, by the mercy of Çréla
Prabhupäda and the tireless services of his talented followers,
ISKCON has a great album of
paintings and children’s books to
engage our children. We can teach
children to concentrate on Kåñëa
when they are as early as young as
six months by showing pictures of
Kåñëa that we have on the wall,
pointing out the birds and animals,
Kåñëa’s sweet smile and ornaments,
and other features in the picture.
The child may not reproduce immediately what is being said; it may
even seem that the
child is not responding;
but actually, we are
making very deep impressions on the child.
This activity also makes
it practically easy to
feed the child without
having to run after the
child throughout the
house or the yard.
As the child learns
to sit in one place, we
can introduce books
with large pictures and
start telling simple pastimes. Once the child
begins to talk, we can
narrate the stories in a
very simple way making it possible for the
child to recite the
same. This helps us to
spend quality Kåñëa
conscious time with the
children.
When my daughter,
Bhägyavaté Rädhä, returned home from her
kindergarten class, she
picked up her toy
phone and told me to
speak to her classmate.
I spoke generally to
Çreya (her friend) ask-

ing if she had taken lunch, was she
going to sleep now, etc. But then,
Bhägya had me call another classmate, then another… Finally, since
it was getting mundane and the
game was not stopping, I decided
to add a Kåñëa conscious touch. I
picked up the phone, called
Mayank (another friend), and said,
“Mayank do you know? Räma and
Lakñmaëa went to the forest. There
they saw evil woman Tataka. Tataka
said, “boo..boo!” Räma shot an arrow. Evil woman Tataka fell down,
bapoo!” Each sentence had an action to go with it. By the time I had

called all of Bhägya’s classmates and
told them the story, Bhägya had a
story to tell people with action! It
was a happily spent afternoon. (until my children learnt the words
“kill” and “die” from schoolmates,
I was only using the words “fell
down” to indicate death.)
Who is it that doesn’t like to hear
stories? Prabhupäda even gave us
the sweet order to listen to the
Kåñëa book as we eat. Kids love stories so much that just to go on listening they will eat more than what
they normally do! When kids don’t
come for their meal even after repeated calls, just sit with
a Krsna story book, start
reading, and you will see
them rushing down. Getting kids addicted to stories of Kåñëa has great
advantages.
APPRECIATING
KÅÑËA: EASY
METHOD TO
DISCIPLINE
We know that of the
nine methods of devotion, çravaëam or hearing about the Lord is the
topmost as there begins
our appreciation and attachment to the Lord.
Once the children realize what a great hero
Räma/Kåñëa is, then,
they desire to be
“friends” with Them.
They understand that
they should not be like
the misbehaving demons
that get killed but be
devotees who are protected and cared for by
this great Hero. Thus,
discipline naturally sets
in.
At our programs for
children, we never
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preach moral values. We simply tell
stories of Kåñëa, we engage the kids
in activities related to Kåñëa and the
first response we get from parents is
that the child is so much more obedient, respectful and peaceful. Since
Lord Räma, Lord Kåñëa and their
great devotees demonstrate proper
behavior in their lives, children
naturally imbibe appropriate behavior. Story telling thus acts as a magic
wand that brings about discipline
and love for the Supreme Lord at
the same time.
These days we read regularly reports of violent behavior in children
caused by exposure to violent scenes
in movies and TV serials. When we
consider the majority of the pastimes
of Lord Kåñëa and His incarnations,
they are also actually stories of fighting. But the effect on the children
is very different. Çréla Prabhupäda
explains this in a lecture as follows:
Kåñëa’s this fighting lélä, pastimes, and
the räsa-lélä pastime, they are all the
same because Kåñëa is the center.
Kåñëa being center, whatever in connection with Kåñëa is there, that becomes also Kåñëa.
Thus since Kåñëa is pure goodness, when we remember Him, we
slowly reduce our degrees of passion
and ignorance. Of course, the fighting pastimes of Lord Kåñëa also need
to be balanced by the narration of
His naughty pastimes such as
dämodara-lélä, playing with the cowherd friends, and the histories of
devotees who showed exemplary tolerance such as Prahläda Maharaja.
Once at the weekly Bhakta
Prahläda School (BPS) program,
one child asked why we were only
telling Kåñëa stories and not Räma
stories. As I answered, I could feel
real gratitude to Kåñëa for having
enacted so many easy and little pastimes to narrate to children. How
many childhood pastimes of Lord
Räma are written down by Valmiki?
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Nobody knows more than one or Dumukhé that father was going to be
two. But Kåñëa is so kind that He busy at meetings and would not be able
has given us so many little interest- to take care of her. She would have to
ing pastimes to tell children and thus stay alone in the hotel room. Dumukhé
arouse their devotion for Him. would not listen and wanted to have
Kåñëa’s kindness in giving liberation her way. To let her learn her lesson the
and the eternal abode to Aghäsura hard way, father took Dumukhé along
and Pütanä respectively, help
children understand very easily the concept of body and
soul and how even in killing,
Kåñëa actually blesses.
As children grow older,
they are going to look for
newer stories. Parents should
readily be equipped with the
pastimes of great devotees of
the Lord such as the Älvärs,
the unlimited devotees of
Pänduraìga etc. These pastimes also make the child understand very firmly that the
Deity of the Lord is non-different from the Lord. We are
also so blessed that Deities in
ISKCON temples such as
Lord Nåsiàha and Lord
Jagannätha in Mäyäpur enact so many pastimes making
us realize that the Lord is
never far from us. His pastimes with devotees do not
belong to just bygone ages
but are a daily reality.
Once the children get
into the habit of listening to
stories, it is easy to use stories to teach moral values or
instill necessary qualities.
According to the need, we
can be creative and construct stories to convey
these. Take for example this
simple story:
Sumukhé and Dumukhé are
two sisters. While Sumukhé is
obedient, Dumukhé is stubborn
and independent. Once when
Pastimes of Lord Kåñëa and the histories
their father was going out of
of devotees such as Prahläda
town, Dumukhé insisted on
Maharaja enthral kids.
traveling with him. Mother told
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with him. Since he had to attend to
his office duties, he would lock her
up in the hotel room and attend to
her only during meal times. Needless to say, Dumukhé was thoroughly
bored. On the other hand, Sumukhé
who had stayed back at home was
visited suddenly by her uncle. He took
his children along with Sumukhé
around the city. They had a great
time. When Dumukhé came back
home she was very sorry to have
heard that she had missed the good
times with their uncle and remembering how boring it had been to be
alone in the hotel room, vowed that
she would listen to her parents in the
future.
A story such as this, which describes the distress that came from
not listening to the parents, and
the reward that the obedient child
gets, entices a child to follow the
example of the obedient child. Stories objectively told can cause a
change of mind more easily than a
one-hour lecture that the child will
simply not wait to hear. Parents
should use some creativity to construct stories appropriate to the disciplinary needs of their children.
Here is another example, more
suited to our visits to the temple.
Pabli and Puduli are brothers.
Once when they visited the temple
with their parents, four-year-old
Puduli demanded to buy something
from the gift shop. His father agreed
and said that he would take him after the ärati. But Puduli wanted to
go right away skipping the ärati. He
was making so much noise that father had to take him away. When
they came back from the shop, the
ärati had finished and Pabli was
washing his hand. Puduli rushed to
him and enquired what he had eaten.
Pabli said that the püjäré had given
all devotees very tasty rabadi and
because it was flowing out of his
hands he had eaten it all without

saving any for his brother. Puduli was
very disappointed that he had missed
out on his favorite prasäda. Father explained that he should have listened to
him and waited for the ärati to be over
before going to the shop. Puduli decided that the next time he should wait
and not leave the temple hall before
the ärati was over.
Narrating Kåñëa stories before
bedtime helps the child to remain in
Kåñëa consciousness as they go into
slumber and in the morning we can
have fun hearing them narrate funny
dreams where the Lord would have
appeared in some way. Just this morning, my small son Nitäi said, “A duck
got hurt in the knee and foot. He was

placed on a swing. Lord Räma was
lying down on another swing. Lord
Räma is Lord Viñëu, isn’t it? So with
His hand from here (indicating
where the second arm on the right
chest would be), he was swinging the
duck!” What a weird dream! But the
pleasure of remembering Lord Räma
in his sleep is enough to keep our
whole day happy! And how wonderful to realize that the Lord loves all
creatures!
Tariëé Rädhä Devé Däsé is a disciple of Jayapatäka Swami. She is the
mother of four children, and she
coordinates children’s programs in
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Contact her
at tariniradha@pamho.net.

Appeal for Çréla Prabhupäda
Samädhi Mandir, Våndävana
Dear Devotees:
Våndävana experienced the most intense monsoon season in 30 years
that caused some damage to Çréla Prabhupäda’s Samädhi Mandir. It
needs some urgent work, and we can accept inspired donations for
repairing, repainting and fixing the Samädhi Mandir.
WHAT YOU CAN DO
1. Substantial donations to any of the above on-going projects.
2. We aim to build up a fixed deposit of $200,000 to generate
interest for expenses
HOW TO HELP
Contact Pärvaté Devé Däsé (parvati.acbsp@pamho.net).
You can send a bank transfer:
To ISKCON Våndävana
SBI A/c #10684301765, Våndävana branch
ON-LINE donations can be sent to: iskconvrindavan.com.
Click the option of “online donation” to send
money through your credit card:
To: ISKCON ICICI A/c # 027401000335

NOVEMBER 2010

ÈngNov10.p65

15

10/19/2010, 12:05 PM



BACK TO GODHEAD 15

The Eternally Limitless
and Me
Gazing into the lonely night sky, the author discovers
valuable truths about life and existence

By Abhijit Toley

S

ince my early childhood, I
have wondered about the lim
its of the universe I live in.
At night, as the stars twinkled enigmatically overhead with the
moon majestically presiding
over the celestial assembly, I
used to ponder on what lies
beyond this universe. Suppose I ventured out into the
enchanting night sky and at
some fine hour reached its
limit, what would I find beyond it? If I ever found the
boundary, would I be able to
distinguish between the two
sides of it—inside the boundary, and beyond it? Certainly,
the inside part belongs to this
universe, but if I can perceive
the beyond, then certainly
the inside is not all that exists; there is existence beyond
too. So, with the spirit of adventure and with the anticipation of new discoveries, I
would continue my journey.
But then, I could surely come
across another boundary,
and another, and another. At
every boundary there will
certainly be something beyond it, because a boundary
implies the existence of the
beyond. Either I’ll keep finding such boundaries or after
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a certain number of boundaries, I’ll
never find the next bounding limit.
In either case, I concluded, I would
never find a boundary beyond

which existence ceased. Existence
is unlimited, incomprehensible, but
undeniable!

Does the universe have a boundary?
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THE VEDIC PARADIGM
We read from the Vedic scriptures that existence is indeed unlimited. This universe we live in has
a boundary. It is shaped like a
sphere covered by layers of material elements like earth, water, fire,
air, etc. The sky we see at night is
inside this universe and can be
called the material sky. But beyond
this limited universe, there exists
the spiritual sky which has no limits. The material universe in which
we exist is one among unlimited
material universes that make up a
dark corner in that spiritual sky.
Apart from that, in the unlimited
spiritual sky there also exist unlimited spiritual planets on which the
Supreme Lord Himself resides in
His unlimited all-powerful forms
along with His innumerable loving
devotees, enjoying ever increasing
and ever fresh happiness in loving
pastimes.
Another question I have pondered over is about the origin of
life. Everything has a source, but
what is the source of everything?
And when did everything start
coming into being? So, I started my
thought
experiments.
My
meditaion led me to deduce the
following: For there to be a time
instant at which existence came
into being, there has to be a time
instant at which existence was absent. That is, at time t, there was
non-existence—nothing existed;
then, out of nowhere, literally, at
time t+dt, voila, there was existence! Therefore, existence came
out of non-existence. This, I was
convinced beyond doubt, is not
possible. So, what’s the alternative
explanation? The only alternative
is that there is existence eternally,
for all time instants t. Since we are
certain that there is existence, and
that existence cannot crop out of
non-existence, existence is eternal.

Combined with my earlier conclusion, that existence is unlimited,
this means that existence is not
only unlimited, but also eternal.
Eternally limitless existence. Again,
incomprehen-sible, but undeniable.
Moreover, the Vedic scriptures
confirm this as well. The Supreme
Lord Çré Kåñëa and His energies
exist eternally and simultaneously.
Just like the sun and sunlight exist
simultaneously, the sun being the

source, the Lord and His energies
exist simultaneously, the Lord being their source. One of the Lord’s
energies is the material energy, of
which the material universes are
made of. This energy is also eternal, but its different manifestations
are temporary. Therefore, everything inside this universe and the
universe itself is temporary, being
manifestations (temporary) of the
eternal material energy of the Lord.
(The time scales, however, might

Beyond the material sky is the spiritual sky where the Supreme Lord resides.
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vary astronomically; some manifestations within the universe exist for
a few minutes, while the universe
itself, exists for millions of years.
But in any case, all are temporary,
and in fact hopelessly insignificant
compared to the eternally unlimited nature of existence, in terms
of both time and size.
MY EXISTENCE
The next question, which quite
logically followed the above conclusions, is about my own existence
in this whole eternally unlimited
scheme of things. If my existence is
limited to perhaps a hundred years
of the existence of my body, then
nothing of this world is of any significance to me. What is a hundred
years compared to eternity? All human endeavors, philosophy, morality, social welfare activity, achievement, emotions, aspirations, everything, is just plain insignificant. Discussions on any topic whatsoever
is insignificant; right and wrong,
justice and injustice, independence
and slavery, this philosophy or that,
sports, politics, showbiz, likes and
dislikes, virtue and sin, nothing is
any more significant than an invisible harmless speck of dust compared to the vast desert. And therefore, I could resign myself to doing
whatever I like for the hopelessly
limited expanse of my existence.
But what about the other possibility? What if my existence is not
limited to just this one lifetime of
hundred years? What if it extends
to many lifetimes at least? And
what it if my existence is actually
unlimited? Then how I lead my life
becomes important because I don’t
want to be uncomfortable for any
significant length of time. How
should I act so that my existence is
comfortable and happy? This question opened up more meditations.
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THE PRINCIPLES
OF ETERNAL LIFE
The Vedic scriptures assert, and
are in fact based on, the fundamental premise that life is eternal. All
living beings called souls (atman)
have existed eternally and will continue to exist eternally. Their original home is one of the spiritual
planets, and they have an eternal
relationship of love with the Lord.
The souls are thus meant for an
eternal life of happiness and enjoyment experienced through their
spiritual senses by lovingly serving
the Lord in the spiritual planets.
Those souls who desired to experience an existence independent of
the Lord were kindly provided by
the Lord with this material world
and a material body to interact with
the material world. Thus, typically,
the souls in the material universes

are forgetful of their original position as eternal loving associates of
the Supreme Lord. However, because the souls have experienced
sublime love and happiness in the
spiritual world, they seek the same
experience in this material world.
They develop the notion that happiness can be derived by gratifying
their own mind and senses. Thus,
in the quest for unlimited happiness, through the temporary and
limited material senses, they are either subject to frustration (tolerating it quietly or venting it out), or
exploiting others for their own selfish desires. In any case, that which
can be experienced only through
spiritual senses by loving service to
the Lord can never be experienced
by the temporary and limited material senses merely by interaction
with the objects of this material
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world. This situation is, in a nutshell, the cause of all the ills of this
material world.
Thus, the root cause of all misery is that we are, of our own volition, looking for happiness in the
wrong place. Unless the mind and
senses are engaged in the loving
service of the Lord, that which we
are seeking—unlimited happiness—will never be ours. No
amount of material ingredients can
give us that. If it were so, all rich
people would be happy and all poor
ones sad. But by observing things
around us we can clearly see that
happiness levels have nothing to do
with material affluence.
What is that X-factor then that is
the source of all lasting happiness?
The foundation of happiness is satisfaction, being satisfied with what
one has. An unsatisfied soul can
never be happy, and a satisfied soul
doesn’t require much to be happy.
And where does satisfaction begin?
In selfless service.
Quite a few of us have the experience that helping others brings a
sense of satisfaction to our lives.
Many people dedicate their lives
keeping the ideal of service as their
guide. Why does selfless service
bring about satisfaction? The Vedic
scriptures explain that the very
nature of the soul is selfless service
to The Supreme Lord, Çré Kåñëa.
Thus, even a semblance of it, i.e.
service to someone other than
Kåñëa, lets us taste a drop of that
ocean of satisfaction and happiness
that is in store for us when we start
lovingly serving Kåñëa. When we
start serving Kåñëa directly, we start
experiencing a deep sense of satisfaction and happiness. And naturally, we want to share our good
fortune of discovering real happiness with others.
Often a question crops up—instead of serving God, who doesn’t

really need our help, why not serve
the needy and unfortunate of this
world? The answer, which the reader
would have figured out by now, is
that it is the need of every soul to
serve God. Only by serving God can
a soul really be as happy as he really
wants to be. Therefore, we should
serve God for our own benefit.
Moreover, having understood this
fundamental truth, one would naturally want to help others by encouraging them also to serve God and
thus find true happiness in their
lives. This is the only real service one
can render to others; all else will just
be a mere semblance of service with
no lasting positive impact, because
nothing else can fix the root cause
of all maladies. Thus, let all social
workers carry on their good work,
but add the most important factor
of spreading God consciousness to
their list of activities. With that,
their endeavors will be truly successful and without which they are all
but utter failures.
ARE WE SERVING
GOD SELFISHLY?
At this point another question
raises its hood, especially in the
minds of the cynical. “So, after all,”
they say, “all you want is your own
happiness. You are not really as selfless as you want us to believe. You
are serving God because it gives you
happiness; that’s not really selfless.”
We acknowledge the astute intelligence behind this question. And
the answer to this question is what
actually touches the heart of all sincere devotees of God. We inform
those who are seeking happiness
away from God that unlimited happiness is found only in serving God.
By rendering some service to God,
even selfishly, the dormant love for
God begins to revive. Soon the
person starts serving God with selfless love. It is the nature of the soul

to love and serve God, and once
reinstated in that original consciousness, the soul just wants to
serve God out of love. For a pure
devotee of God, there is no consideration of whether he himself is
happy or not, all he is concerned
about is how he can serve His Lord
and please Him. The Lord, who is
all loving, is moved by the love of
such a devotee and reciprocates in
such a way that the devotee’s happiness knows no bounds., The pure
devotee, however, does not act
motivated by Kåñëa’s reciprocation, but out of love only. The pure
devotee never seeks happiness, he
is always seeking service—indeed,
this is the very definition of pure
love for Kåñëa and is the essence
of the existence of the soul.
Thus, the journey that started on
the terrace of my house, gazing into
the lovely night sky, led me beyond
the boundaries of the material world
into the limitless expanse of the spiritual sky. It further led me into the
eternally limitless existence of the
Lord and His energies. Discovering
such incomprehensible vastness
made me wonder about the significance of my own existence. Further
excursions led me to the discovery
of the eternity of my own existence
and of my natural eternal state of
being a loving servant of God.
Thus, at this point in my life, my
focus is on reviving my natural spiritual consciousness and helping others do the same.
The incomprehensible but undeniable eternal limitlessness of
existence out there, has led me to
discover myself in here!
Abhijit Toley did M.Tech.in Computer Science from IIT Mumbai and
is presently working as a Senior Software Engineer in an MNC in Pune.
Check his blog at http://
thebandwagonofmoltengold.blogspot.com/
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THE VEDIC LENS

BREAKING THE CYCLE OF

INTOLERANCE
The proposed act of burning the holy book is not an answer to violence

By Çeña Däsa

I

’m ashamed to say it’s happen
ing right in my own backyard.
Pastor Terry Jones of the Dove
World Outreach Center in
Gainesville, Florida, has announced plans to burn the Islamic
holy book, The Koran, on the
ninth anniversary of the 11 September 2001 attacks. [This was later
canceled. —Ed.] On its website,
Voice of America (5 September
2010), states that “Religious leaders
of all denominations have condemned the plan.” AOLNews.com
(6 September 2010) says the plan,
“has already set off angry protests
from
Afghanistan to
Indonesia
and elicited a
formal response from
the U.S. Embassy condemning the
plan.” And,
The
Wall
Street Journal reports
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(Asia News Section, 7 September
2010), “The top U.S. commander
in Afghanistan said the planned
burning…could put the lives of
American troops in danger and
damage the war effort.”

backseat of our family car as we
drove all day and night for two days
through the South from Texas to
Delaware. My father, although he
was a U.S. Army officer, drove the

FACE TO FACE
Sadly, I again find
myself confronted by
the all too familiar
face of intolerance.
My first glimpse of intolerance was during
the 1950s from the
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entire way nonstop because, due to
the color of his skin, he couldn’t
find decent accommodations for
his family.
My next encounter with intolerance was in the movie theater
where I was introduced to Hindu/

Muslim enmity. In the 1959 film
‘Flame Over India’ there was a particularly striking scene which
showed a train on which all the passengers, Hindus and Europeans,
had been killed by Muslims. There
was no real explanation for the violence provided in the film, at least
nothing that a ten-year-old could
understand; just the graphic images
of this intolerance remain fresh in
my mind, and not without consequence.
When I took up my own spiritual path in the 1970s by joining the
Hare Kåñëa Movement, I traveled

to India and found a new face of
intolerance. Popularly considered a
Hindu in India, no longer did the
color of my skin dictate intolerance,
but Hindu/Muslim relations did.
Touring the ancient temples in the
holy places such as Våndävana, the
land of Lord Kåñëa, I saw how the
beautifully intricate temple artwork
meant to glorify Lord Kåñëa had
been defaced by Muslims centuries
ago. I heard stories of how the sacred deities of the Lord had to be
secretly moved from one place to
another to avoid desecration at the
hands of Muslim rulers. Based on
‘Flame Over India’ and my personal
experiences in India, I struggled
against the human tendency to harbor enmity toward
Muslims.
Later, back in
Philadelphia where
I was the temple
leader, the face of
intolerance turned
ugly. Our Hare
Kåñëa temple was
the target of a twin
bomb attack perpetrated during our
early morning services. Fortunately,
all the men, women, and children
present were safe. Several months
after the attack, the FBI confirmed
that we were the target of Hindu/
Sikh enmity stemming from political struggles between the two groups
in India.
OVERCOMING
INTOLERANCE
Yes, I’ve seen the ugly face of intolerance. Yet I remain committed
to breaking the cycle of intolerance. Why? Because I know it will
make me a better person. How to
overcome the natural human re-

sponse to return intolerance when
faced with the intolerance of others? The only way is to realize our
true spiritual nature and become
godly.
In Sanskrit the word for godly
is brähmaëa. The qualities of a
brähmaëa are described in
Bhagavad-gétä, “Peacefulness, selfcontrol, austerity, purity, tolerance,
honesty, knowledge, wisdom and
religiousness—these are the natural qualities by which the brähmaëas
work. These qualities are the mark
of one who has realized their eternal nature as spirit soul, not this material body.”
Two of these qualities are particularly important to note as proving one’s spiritual being in virtually
all religious traditions, tolerance and
knowledge. Tolerance must be practiced. Yet, in order to be successful,
tolerance must be more than simply self-restraint. Self-restraint alone
will be tested and broken even in
the best of men. However, if tolerance is rooted in knowledge, such a
broad-minded individual can factually resist the urge to retaliate.
Such knowledge reveals the
spiritual nature of all people and
things as opposed to simply their
outward or material form. Even the
artifacts used in religious practice
every day around the world such
as printed scriptures can be understood to have these two forms.
When addressing the subject of the
Muslim desecration of Hindu
temples, Çréla Prabhupäda said,
“Just like in India we have experienced during British days. There
were Hindu-Muslim riots. So the
Hindus would go to the mosque of
the Muslims and break it, and the
Muslims would go the temples of the
Hindus and break the idol. And
(please turn to page 25)
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VEDIC SCIENCE

Real?

Is Spiritual Happiness
By Caitanya Caraëa Däsa
Question:
Although
the
scriptures and saints glorify spiritual
happiness as oceanic, many people
are unable to experience even a drop
of that happiness. Why?
Answer: Because of misdirected
vision.
Here’s
an
example
to
understand the blinding effect of
misdirected vision. Suppose a
person stares at the back of a
canvas. Will he be able to
appreciate the beauty of the
painting? Not if he scrutinizes it for
hours or even years. Neither will
he understand why connoisseurs of
art are delighting over it; indeed,
he may even call them crazy.
Suppose the art connoisseurs are in
minority;
how
will
they
communicate the beauty of the
painting to the unsympathetic
majority?
Like the art connoisseurs in this
hypothetical example, the spiritual
connoisseurs—the devotees who
delight in remembering their
beloved Lord, Çré Kåñëa—are
considered strange, even crazy, by
others. The joy they derive in
singing the praises of the Lord—
often in public kértanas—is
incomprehensible not only for
many onlookers but also for scholars
with doctorates in religion.
The mystery of this simultaneous
accessibility and inaccessibility of
spiritual happiness is unraveled in
the Bhagavad-gétä (15.11): “The
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transcendentalists who strive to
situate themselves on the spiritual
platform can see the soul clearly.
But others who are not spiritually
situated cannot see the soul even if
they
try,
because
their
consciousness is misdirected.” For
those pursuing worldly pleasures
and possessions, their infatuation

their minds are filled with dreams
and schemes for materialistic
enjoyment. Their endeavors to
understand spirituality are in vain,
like the attempts of a blind man to
see by squinting and straining his
eyes.
But the blind man is not
condemned
to
permanent

A person staring at the back of a painting cannot appreciate its value.

with matter blinds them to spiritual
reality. Even if they study spiritual
literature, they are unable to even
touch spiritual happiness because

blindness; he can see if he agrees
to follow the doctor. Similarly,
materialists are not condemned to
perpetual spiritual deprivation;
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they can experience spiritual bliss
if they agree to follow the supreme
doctor, Lord Kåñëa. Kåñëa’s
therapy for redirecting their
consciousness from matter to spirit
involves:
1. Avoiding materially entangling
activities:
Four activities that especially
entangle our minds in matter are
gambling, intoxication, meat-eating
and illicit sex. By shunning these
activities, we will find our
consciousness becoming clearer and
sharper to perceive spiritual truths.
2. Maximizing spiritually
absorbing activities:
Learning spiritual principles and
values by associating with devotees,
studying scriptures like the
Bhagavad-gétä and chanting the
holy name of God connects us
practically and joyfully with God,
the reservoir of all spiritual bliss.
By patiently and diligently
following this twofold process, all
of us can, figuratively speaking, turn
our vision from the back of the
canvas to the front, and thus
experience spiritual bliss.
Q: If one wants to understand
scriptures systematically, how
helpful are academic degrees in
religious studies?
A: Not much.
Imagine that a handwriting
expert takes a doctor’s prescription
from a patient and starts doing its
handwriting analysis. Then he starts
broadcasting his analysis: “The way
J is written indicates a South Indian
style, the way W is curved indicates
a Bengali background…” Distracted
by the handwriting expert, the
patient forgets to follow the
prescription and stays sick.
Sounds absurd? Sometimes the
academic study of scriptures can be
just as absurd. Let’s see how.
We are all souls, beloved

children of God, who are suffering
from spiritual amnesia. We have
forgotten our spiritual identity and
are mistaking ourselves to be
material bodies. By our very nature,
we constantly thirst for pleasure.
Due to our amnesia, we misdirect
this thirst to temporary material
objects and so miss out on the
eternal spiritual happiness that is
our birthright.
To help us reclaim our
birthright, the supreme physician,
God, Kåñëa, gives his prescription
in scriptures like the Bhagavad-gétä.
The Gétä prescribes the scientific
process of bhakti-yoga to revive
our spiritual memory by sustained
and systematic devotional stimuli.

sex and intoxication, pleasures
which captivate those with no
access to spiritual happiness. Thus
the Gita’s prescription works.
But most academic scholars
neglect the Gita’s prescription and
focus instead on its textual analysis.
For example, they may analyze the
Sanskrit style of different verses
and ascribe different ages to them.
In fact, they do everything with the
Gétä except what the Gétä is telling
them repeatedly to do: cultivate
devotional remembrance of Kåñëa.
No wonder they miss the whole
purpose of the Gétä. That’s why
Lord Kåñëa forewarns: “The
envious, who don’t follow my
teachings, are baffled, despite all

A patient cannot analyze a doctor’s handwriting
and get the proper prescription.

Millions of people throughout
history and thousands even today
have healed themselves through
the Gita’s prescription. What’s the
proof that they are healed, that
they have found spiritual
happiness? The proof is that they
have become free from addiction
to self-defeating pleasures like illicit

their knowledge. Know that their
consciousness is misdirected.” (Gétä
4.32) Of course, Lord Kåñëa does
not condemn scholarship itself;
elsewhere in the Gétä (18.70), He
proclaims study of the Gétä to be
divine worship. What He
condemns is lopsided scholarship
that only analyzes the Gétä but
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never applies it.
The contrasting effects of the
academic
and
devotional
approaches to Gétä study are
dramatically demonstrated through
modern history. Up until 1970,
several hundred academic scholars
wrote Gétä commentaries, but
hardly anyone—neither author
nor reader—adopted devotional
practices. But since 1970, when
Çréla Prabhupäda, a pre-eminent
devotee-scholar, published his
Bhagavad-gétä As It Is, over four
million people worldwide took up
devotional practices and started
curing their spiritual amnesia, thus
reaping the ultimate benefit of Gétä
study.
Q: How can we gain practical
realization of the knowledge we
learn from scriptures?
A: Let’s first understand how
realization is different from
knowledge. By spiritual knowledge,
we acquire information about the
nature of reality; by realization, we
acquire experience about how that
information is real. Thus,
knowledge is theoretical and
intellectual, whereas realization is
practical and experiential. Once we
have acquired spiritual knowledge,
the Bhagavad-gétä (5.17) describes
what we should do next: “By
investing one’s intelligence, mind,
faith and goal in the Supreme, one
becomes cleansed of all impurities
by spiritual knowledge and
proceeds straight on the path of
liberation.” A clean heart and a
one-pointed pursuit of liberation
are two symptoms of a person with
realization. So realization is the
return we get for investing our four
human faculties—intelligence,
mind, faith and goal—in God. Let’s
discuss how we can invest these four
faculties in God:
1. Intelligence: A fanatic may
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be very showy about his beliefs, but
he is exposed when he can’t explain
those beliefs rationally. He hides his
irrationality by aggression—verbal
and physical—against those who
challenge his beliefs. Such pseudospiritual
practice
without
investment of one’s intelligence
cannot lead to any tangible spiritual
realization. Kåñëa urges Arjuna in
the Bhagavad-gétä (18.64) to
deliberate deeply on the message
spoken and then intelligently
choose his course of action.
Intelligent spiritual practice is
foundational for realization.
2. Mind:
A
ritualistic
worshiper may use his intelligence

others to chant the names of God,
he has complete faith that the holy
name will immeasurably benefit the
chanters, as is promised in the
scriptures.
4. Goal: A software engineer
may fix his intelligence and mind
on his software programs and he
may also have faith that the software
programs will work, but his goal is
not the software program, but the
money earned through the
programming. A devotee’s goal is
not any material gain that he
expects from God; his goal is God
Himself. He wants to love and serve
God eternally.
When we invest all these four

A software engineer focusing on money

to expertly recite memorized verses,
but his mind may well be fixed on
the adoration that he hopes to get
for his religious performance. Only
when his mind is fixed on the Lord
whom he is praising with the verses
will his recitation lead to
realization.
3. Faith: A salesman may use
both his intelligence and mind to
sell a product and earn his living,
but he may have no faith that the
product will deliver its promised
results. But when a devotee exhorts

core faculties in God, our
knowledge
blossoms
into
realization. Then with a purified
heart, we can march steadily and
swiftly on the path of liberation
and ultimately return to the
kingdom of God for a life of
everlasting joy.
Q: In our fast-paced modern life,
isn’t spirituality impractical?
A: Not at all.
No matter how fast-paced our
life becomes, the practical purpose
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of all our activities always remains
happiness. Spirituality reveals to us
the best form of happiness, a
happiness that can never be taken
away from us. The Vedic texts
explain that as souls, we all have an
eternal loving relationship with
the all-attractive Supreme Lord. In
loving and serving God, we can
relish supreme and everlasting
happiness; the more we love God,
the happier we become.
Love for God is sometimes
thought of as impractical because
it directs our vision to the other
world, the eternal spiritual world
beyond the temporary material
world. But this other-worldly goal
does not make us impractical;
rather, it builds the most solid
foundation for living practically in
this world. Just as when we switch
on the master switch in a house, all
the lights in the house automatically
turn on; similarly, when we awaken
our love for God, our love for all
living beings automatically awakens.
We realize that all of us are brothers
and sisters in the one universal
family of God. When we love all
living beings, we no longer desire
to exploit or manipulate them for
our selfish interests. Instead, our
love for God inspires us to love and
serve each other. This creates a
culture of warmth, trust and
service, which makes practical life
joyful. This contrasts sharply with
the modern culture of alienation,
suspicion and exploitation, which
makes practical life joyless.
When we follow a genuine
spiritual path, even in its early
stages, it activates our latent
spiritual perception. We intuitively
realize that God is our greatest wellwisher and is in charge of our lives.
So we understand that whatever
happens in our life is sanctioned by
him and is for our ultimate good,
even if it seems all wrong to us.

Without this realization of God’s
benevolent orchestration of our
life, the seemingly chaotic events
of life often become impractical
and impossible to manage. But
equipped with divine vision, we no
longer feel life to be an impractical,
losing battle against a hostile world.
Rather, we recognize difficulties as
concealed opportunities for
practical growth.
We may still fear, “All these
benefits sound great, but is
following a spiritual path to get
these benefits practical?” Why not?
All we have to do is associate with
saintly people, study books of
wisdom like the Bhagavad-gétä and
chant the holy names of God like
the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra. Thus
the path is practical and easy and
the results too are practical and
beneficial. So let’s rid ourselves of
this misconception that spirituality
is impractical.
Caitanya Caraëa Däsa has a degree
in E&TC engineering and serves fulltime at ISKCON Pune. To read his
other
articles
visit
thespiritualscientist.com
This article is an extract from the
author’s latest book “Frequently UnAnswered Questions (FAQ).” To get
a copy, contact:
krishnakishoredas@gmail.com

Breaking the ....
(Continued from page 21)
they’ll think that “We have finished
Hindu’s God.” Just like Hindus also
think, “Oh, we have broken their
mosque. Therefore I have broken
their God.
“These are foolishness. In another case, when there was the
noncooperation movement of

Gandhi, the people became riotous,
and they began to break anything
government, especially the post
boxes on the street. They thought
by breaking the post boxes they are
finishing the post office. So these
are foolishness.”
Scriptures cannot be burned.
Limited knowledge makes us think
the printed pages alone are the
scriptures, and that we can either
burn the truth of the scriptures or
protest the so-called desecration of
the scriptures. Truth has its eternal form beyond material existence.
This is not to minimize the effect of acting in ignorance of the
reality beyond material coverings,
for we all have terrible experience
of the tremendous consequences of
acting without such knowledge,
both in terms of terrorizing others
in the name of religion, and now in
protesting in the name of religion.
Pastor Jones is perpetuating the
cycle of intolerance by even presenting this idea of burning the material form of the Koran, let alone if
he goes through with it. He is violating the trust given to him by his
followers, and encouraging them to
be lesser people. Therefore, the acts
he proposes are rightly condemned.
Through knowing the face of intolerance I have also come to know how
to break the cycle of intolerance
through knowledge, how to see the
face of tolerance. My life experiences have taught me that broadminded spiritualists will not be simply self-interested, but rather will
actually broaden their souls through
being the friend of all living beings,
and seeking to do positive good for
others. Tolerance has a much prettier face, even if it’s more difficult
to see.
Çeña Däsa is a senior disciple of Çréla
Prabhupäda
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BOOK DISTRIBUTION NECTAR

A Book for a Body Builder
By Vijaya Däsa
I was distributing books at a
university when I motioned for a

eventually, I, the soul, will never
die. So I’m also trying to become

student to come to my table. He
came over, and I began explaining
some of Kåñëa’s teachings in the
Bhagavad-gétä. He didn’t show
much interest. From his bulging
muscles, I could tell he lifted weights
and worked out a lot. I said, “It’s
good that you’re taking care of your
body, but did you know that while
we’re talking right now your body
is dying? Every second you’re
getting closer to death, and in a
relatively short time your body will
be dead. But you, the soul, will
never die.”
He said, “So you say I’m wasting
my time trying to stay physically
fit?”
“No, it’s good to be physically fit.
I go on power walks and do yoga to
stay physically fit. But I know that
although this body is going to die

spiritually fit so I can become selfrealized. If you read the book I’ve
shown you, it will help you become
spiritually fit.”
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I told him the story of the
woman with the bird in a birdcage.
She was so enamored of the
beautiful and valuable birdcage
that she forgot about the bird
inside—and it died. So I told him,
“Don’t be like this foolish lady who
forgot about the bird and thus
caused its death. The body is like a
cage for the soul. If you forget the
soul and become enamored of the
body, that would be very
unfortunate.”
“I like what you’re saying. Very
interesting. I’d like to read the
book.”
He gave a nice donation, and
hopefully, by the mercy of Kåñëa
and Srila Prabhupada, he will
become spiritually fit.

Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare
Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare
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EVERY TOWN AND VILLAGE
BHAKTIVEDANTA HOSPICE
OPENS IN VÅNDÄVANA
Våndävana, UP: On 26 August 2010, Bhaktivedanta
Hospice was inaugurated in Våndävana. The hospice
will serve ISKCON devotees who have terminal dis-

eases and who wish to leave their bodies in a vibrant
spiritual atmosphere. Besides caring for ISKCON
devotees, the team will also serve the local Vrajaväsés.
Giriräja Swami and other senior ISKCON leaders
oversaw the opening.
PRABHUPÄDA MÜRTI
INSTALLED IN BALI
Bali, Indonesia: Çré Çré Jagannätha Gauräìga
Ashram is
a
n
I S KC O N
temple in
Denpasar,
on the Island
of
Bali, Indonesia. The
temple recently celebrated a
24-Hour Kirtan, which also included a ceremony for
the installation of Çréla Prabhupäda’s Mürti form.
UN INVITES ISKCON TO ATTEND COP16
The Eco-Valley Foundation and Sustainability Sciences Research Institute—a non-profit organization
run by ISKCON devotees in Hungary—received an
invitation from the United Nations this September

20 for the COP16
Climate
Summit
from November 29 to
December 10 in
Cancun, Mexico.
The COP summit—
the largest meeting of
the Conference of
the Parties, the supreme body of the
UN
Framework
Convention on Climate Change—is
held once a year.
The Eco-Valley
Foundation (EVF) collects and propagates knowledge
about economic, environmental and social issues, and
helps people to start and maintain sustainable communities. Chairman Rädhä Kåñëa Däsa is also part of
Hungary’s most successful eco-village—ISKCON’s
Kåñëa Valley.
“We want to create a universally adoptable blueprint for living,” he says. “At the heart of this is developing the understanding that we are part of God’s creation, and not the ruler of it. Doing this will inspire us
to live in harmony with our surroundings, and to embrace sustainable living.”
DURBAN’S TEMPLE TURNS 25
Durban, South Africa: Over 2,500 devotees from
all over the South African province of KwaZulu-Natal flocked to
Durban on October 16-17 to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Çré
Çré
Rädhä
Rädhänatha
Temple of The
temple, with its
magnificent architectural design, is a
renowned tourist attraction, and over 2 million guests
pass through its doors each year.
Contributed by: Déna Bandhu Däsa, Madhava
Smullen and Antony Brennan.
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In your own words ...
What gift would you like to receive from God?
“Kåñëa!! Can You hear me? I
need a Deity of You and Rädhäräëé
that are a replica of Your physical
appearance. Because You are nondifferent from Your Deity, this Deity should play mesmerizing notes
on vaàçé that You play for the gopés.
It would be an eye feast to gaze at
Your handsome form and soul feast
to listen to the intoxicating music
of Your flute. I hereby submit that
I have no other desire except
this.
Do You feel I asked for the
impossible? Nothing is impossible for You.”
—Meera

Given a choice I would like to
meet Kåñëa personally to worship
Him and praise His glory forever.
In case He still insists, my final
choice would be peace in the family and in the world.
—John F. Williams, Gurgaon
As a gift, I would like to get my
spirtual master’s blessing’s so that I
can get more into Kåñëa conscious-

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu
mentioned explicitly, “O almighty Lord, I have no desire to
accumulate wealth, nor do I desire beautiful women, nor do I
want any number of followers. I
only want Your causeless devotional service, birth after birth.”
Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura had
also frankly expressed, “I do not
mind being born again even as
an insect in the home of a devotee.” Following in the footprints
of äcäryas, I pray to the Supreme
Lord Govinda that I may
receive a boon from Him to
serve the lotus feet of the Su- Lord Varadaräja, the king of all benedictors
preme Personality of Godhead
Lord Kåñëa for millions of years, birth ness, hear about Kåñëa, do my reguafter birth. I do not want liberation, lar rounds of japa more carefully,
because liberation will free me even learn all the songs and cook prasäda
from my routine devotional duties to for Him and ultimately try to get
the Lord.
kåñëa-prema which is the goal of life.
—Çyämasundara Däsa, I would also like to get benediction
Chennai for my children so that they can get
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shelter under His lotus feet.
—Mädhava Priyä Devé Däsé,
Jabalpur
Everyday of my life I receive so
many gifts from the Lord. All my
needs are fulfilled in their own
course by His mercy. However,
these gifts that aid my life in the
material world make me anxious
that they are perhaps gifts that will
mislead me to consider staying
in the material world. Thus, I
always pray to Lord Kåñëa to
protect me from being waylaid
by these material gifts and to
give me the greatest gift of His
remembrance and darçana at
the time of death. I sincerely
and genuinely hope for this gift
from Him.
—Tariëé Rädhä Devé Däsé,
Chennai
Well, you must be joking
when you ask me what gift I
wish to receive from God. One
of the first lessons I learned
when I came to Kåñëa consciousness was that we should
not ask the Lord for anything
and that He is not our ordersupplier. So how can we ask
gifts from Him? Isn’t our dayto-day survival, in spite of us
forgetting to thank or sincerely
remember Him each day, a great
gift of the Lord?
Anyway, as is His nature of
chappar phar ke dena (to distribute
magnanimously), it would compel
me further to ask Him to let my
inner self—a bouquet of anarthäs,
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which I have carefully preserved
and always wanted everyone to admire—be cleansed. Thus, I may be
a colorful, majestic, attractive, pleasurable polished, and a loved gift
that even the Lord would want to
open, treasure and deal with.
—Geeta Dodeja, Mumbai
99% of my public image is 100%
what I am not. And one of the big
pretense I always make is that I
never ask Kåñëa for anything but
there are so many things that I desire from Kåñëa. I ask for love of
ordinary people, but never asked
for treasure of love that holy name
holds. I ask for delicious food and
gossips but not for taste in chanting. I ask for company of influential people but never asked for association of Vaiñëavas. I ask for so
much philosophical worldly knowledge but never asked for a realization that “Who am I?” and “What
am I doing here?”
So the present I would like to
ask Kåñëa is that may He give me a
realization that I need to go out of
this material world and go back to
Godhead. And may He give me
faith that the only way to achieve
this is to hold on to the holy name
and serve Vaiñëavas for their mercy.
—Manish Goel, Mumbai
The gift I would like to receive
from God is association of devotees.
Devotee association is one of the
most important thing that keeps us

IN YOUR OWN WORDS
QUESTION FOR THE FORTHCOMING ISSUES

Which things do you
think are beautiful?
Deadline for submission is Nov. 25

Answers will be published in
January 2011

Word limit: 150 words
E-mail: ed.btgindia@pamho.net

in spiritual path. The çästras say
that devotee association is the
greatest benediction and being away
from devotees is the most painful
moment. Devotees inspire us, engage us in service of the Lord and
they keep us going in Kåñëa consciousness. In Çrémad-Bhägavatam,
we see how Dhruva Mahäräja, after seeing the Lord face to face,
prays for devotee association: “O
unlimited Lord, kindly bless me so
that I may associate with great
devotees who engage in Your transcendental loving service constantly, as the waves of a river constantly flow” (S.B. 4.9.11). So I pray
to the Lord from the core of my
heart to gift me devotee association,
the greatest benediction.
—Ramaräjya Däsa, New Delhi
The only gift that I wish to receive from the God is: “O son of
Mahäräja Nanda [Kåñëa], I am Your
eternal servitor, yet somehow or
other I have fallen into the ocean
of birth and death. Please pick me
up from this ocean of death and
place me as one of the atoms at Your
lotus feet.”
—C V V Bhadram, Hyderabad
I would like to get only this
present—association of devotees.
Even great personalities in the bhäva
stage get nourishment in the association of devotees. All scriptures
confirm that a moment’s association
with a pure devotee gives all perfection. As Kåñëa says, “I am not in
Vaikuëöha nor in the hearts of the
yogés. I remain where My devotees
engage in glorifying My activities.”
Constant association of devotees
gives one the benediction to earn
the real wealth consciously, moment
after moment, that cannot be lost.
—Jévana Gaurahari Däsa,
Chennai

As a mother, I will ask from the
Lord to give me a gift in the form
of blessings from His devotees so
that I will train my child in Kåñëa
consciousness, make him a warrior
in Prabhupäda’s movement and
send him back to the lotus feet of
Kåñëa as a return gift.
—Vina Iyer, Mira Road
ONLY FOR KÅÑËA
I want a gift from You
That strengthens the relation
between we two,
You have given me many gifts
before,
But this time give me something
That I can keep and adore.
The gift of Your support,
Your care And Your love is my
life,
It has strengthened me in times of
strife,
But people often ask me what
proof I have of Your love,
To them Your care and Your love
Does not seem enough.
They want a proof that they can
see,
And I want a gift that I can feel,
Touch and let it be,
You remember one such gift,
You gave me two years back,
It is my most precious possession,
It is my treasure intact.
So I want a gift from You
That strengthens the relation
between us two.
So give me the gift soon Känhä.
As You know, my birthday is also
coming
So I will be waiting for Your gift.
—Neha Jalan, New Delhi
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VAIÑËAVA C ALENDAR
1 Sept - 15 Oct, 2010
4 Oct: Fasting for Indirä Ekädaçi
5 Oct: Break fast (Mumbai) 06:30 am - 10:28 am
17 Oct: Rämacandra Vijayotsava, Çré Madhväcärya Appearance
19 Oct: Pakña vardhiné Mahädvädaçé, Fasting for Päçänkuña
Ekädaçi, Çréla Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé Disappearance,
Çréla Raghunätha Bhaööa Gosvämé Disappearance, Çréla
Kåëadäsa Kavéräja Gosvämé Disappearance
20 Oct: Break fast (Mumbai) 06:34 am - 10:27 am
22 Oct: Çré Kåñëa Çaradiya Räsayäträ, Çré Muräré Gupta
Disappearance, Lakñmi Püjä, Fourth month of Cäturmäsya
begins (fast from urad däl for one month)
28 Oct: Çréla Narottama däsa Öhäkura Disappearance
31 Oct: Appearance of Rädhä Kuëòa, snäna däna,
Bahuläñöamé, Çré Virabhadra Appearance
2 Nov: Fasting for Ramä Ekädaçi
3 Nov: Break fast (Mumbai) 06:39 am - 10:28 am
6 Nov: Dépa däna, Dépävalé
7 Nov: Go Püjä, Go Kåòä, Govardhana Püjä, Bali Daityaräja
Püjä, Çré Rasikänanda Appearance
8 Nov: Çré Väsudeva Ghosh Disappearance
9 Nov: Çréla Prabhupäda Disappearance
14 Nov: Gopäñöamé, Goñöhäñöamé, Çré Gadädhara däsa
Gosvämé – Disappearance, Çré Dhananjaya Paëòita
Disappearance, Çré Çréniväsa Äcärya Disappearance
15 Nov: Jagaddhätré Püjä
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EDITORIAL

SALE! SALE!! SALE!!!

I

n today’s shopping-oriented culture nary a day goes
by when we do not see a sign or a huge billboard
announcing a sale—shoes, sarees, handicrafts,
household furniture, cosmetics—practically
everything. Marketers know well that their usual
customers will buy, no matter what—but it is the person
who has not yet become a customer is the one that
they are trying to attract.
Similarly, devotional service unto Lord Çré Kåñëa
is the sole objective of pure devotees, but what about
those who have not yet accepted the process as the
goal of their lives? For them it is the KARTIK
SPECIAL SALE! The Padma Puräëa states, “Lord
Kåñëa may offer liberation or material happiness to a
worshiper, but after executing devotional service,
particularly in Våndävana during the month of
Kärtika, the devotee wants only to attain pure
devotional service to the Lord.”
The lifting of Govardhana hill, Mother Yaçodä tying
Kåñëa to a grinding mortar and Kåñëa accepting the
charge of taking the cows to pasture are some of the
salient pastimes which have occurred in this special
month.
The month of Kärtika is observed as a special
month to perform a little devotional service and reap
huge benefits. To begin with, it was in this month that
Lord Çré Kåñëa performed his lila of stealing butter
and after being caught from behind by Mother Yaçodä
He was tied to a grinding mortar. Since Kåñëa was
tied with a rope around His waist He is famous as
Dämodara (däma means “a rope” and udara means
“waist”). Lord Kåñëa also enacted the pastime of lifting
Govardhana Hill in this month. By lifting the Hill,
He protected the inhabitants of Våndävana, including
all the cows, calves and other animals, from the anger
of Indra. Indra was completely humbled when he saw
that not even a drop of water touched any of the
inhabitants and he surrendered to Çré Kåñëa.
Lord Çré Kåñëa is celebrated as the divine cowherd
boy. On a special day celebrated as Gopäñöamé, He was
given charge of the cows.
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çukläñöamé kärtike tu
småtä gopäñöamé budhaiù
tad-dinäd väsudevo ’bhüd
gopaù pürvaà tu vatsapaù
“The eighth lunar day of the bright fortnight of the
month of Kärtika is known by authorities as Gopäñöamé.
From that day, Lord Väsudeva served as a cowherd,
whereas previously He had tended the calves.”
The Çréla Prabhupäda lélämåta describes a typical
Kärtika month atmosphere when Çréla Prabhupäda
had visited Våndävana when he was a householder.
“On the road there was lively horse-drawn öäìgä
traffic. The month of Kärtika, October-November, was
one of the several times of the year that drew many
pilgrims to Våndävana. The one-horse öäìgä carried
large families, some coming from hundreds of miles
away. Larger bands of pilgrims, grouped by village,
walked together, the women dressed in bright-colored
särés, brown-skinned men and women sometimes singing
bhajanas, carrying but a few simple possessions as they
headed for the town of thousands of temples,
Våndävana. And there were businessmen like Abhay,
dressed more formally, coming from a city, maybe to
spend the weekend. Most of them had at least some
semblance of a religious motive—to see Kåñëa in the
temple, to bathe in the holy Yamunä River, to visit the
sites where Lord Kåñëa had performed His pastimes such
as lifting Govardhana Hill, killing the Keçé demon, or
dancing in the evening with the gopés (cowherd girls).
As I am writing this, a friend called from
Våndävana and said that this year the dhäma witnessed
the highest rains in the last thirty years. It is lush green
everywhere. Places like Käliya-ghäöa were ghäöas in
name only as the Yamunä had changed her course
and used to flow from afar. But this year’s monsoons
saw the over-flooded Yamunä creating bathing ghäöas
even at Käliya-ghäöa.
The BTG team wishes all its readers a very
auspicious and successful Kärtika month’s devotional
service.
Çyämänanda Däsa
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