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God has extended His infinite grace to humanity throughout
history in many ways and forms. This Back to Godhead issue
discusses two powerful manifestations of God’s grace—Kåñëa
consciousness and Christianity. The article “Kåñëa consciousness
and Christianity” describes remarkable similarities between Vedic
and Christian teachings, thus demonstrating that both ultimately
show the way to the same goal: raising humanity from materialism
to spirituality, from love of material things to love of God. The
article “There is much I have to tell you” explains how Jesus had
stated that he had more to give and, in the Vedic texts, we get
more—a lot more—information and knowledge about God. The
article “Conversion to intolerance or transcendence?” analyzes
how Christian conversion tactics based on offering material
allurements are increasing materialism and materialistic
consciousness, thus working against the very purpose of God—
and Christianity too—of converting people from being
materialists to becoming spiritualists.
We also read of how Çréla Prabhupäda also had a very friendly
meeting with a group of Christian monks in Australia where they
discussed the real platform of any bona fide religion. And in
“Fusion,” Yugävatara Däsa shows us practical examples of
common platforms in our daily affairs, and how we can achieve
them within the practice of different religions.

VEDIC THOUGHTS
The Christian religion has a history of two thousand years, and the
Muhammadan religion also has a history, but if one were to trace
back Vedic religion, he would not find its historical beginning. Therefore it is called eternal religion.
— From Easy Journey to Other Planets
God supplies everything to everyone. . . So He is the Father. So why
should you not pray, “Father, give me this?” Just as in the Christian
Bible there is, “Father, give us our daily bread.” That is good—they
are accepting the Supreme Father. But grown-up children should
not ask from the father; rather, they should be prepared to serve the
father. That is bhakti [devotion].
— From Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers
The supreme occupation [dharma] for all humanity is that by which
men can attain to loving devotional service unto the transcendent
Lord. Such devotional service must be unmotivated and uninterrupted to completely satisfy the self.
— Çrémad-Bhägavatam (1.2.6)
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Ç R É L A P R A B H U P Ä D A ’S P A S T I M E

This is Real
God Consciousness
In a meeting with Franciscan monks Çréla Prabhupäda
speaks on the common platform of religion.
Excerpts from

The Great Transcendental Adventure
by Kürma Däsa

Ç

réla
Prabhupäda
was
scheduled to speak at St. Paschal’s
Franciscan Seminary. St. Paschal’s
Franciscan Seminary was a college for training Friars for the Franciscan Order in the
Roman Catholic Church. The Yarra Theological Union (YTU), a separate entity from
the Franciscan Order, was one of the accredited faculties of theology which conducted
courses and granted degrees in Christian Theology in Victoria.
A large group of black-robed Franciscans,
both young and old, trainee priests and YTU
private students, stood alongside the chanting devotees to greet His Divine Grace. Father Green, the host, formally greeted Çréla
Prabhupäda. Father Green had hinted on the
common platform of religion in his speech,
and Prabhupäda took his lead from there.
“Common platform is not very difficult to
understand because religion means to know
God and abide by the orders of God. That is
religion. You take any type of religion—these
three things are there, that we must try to
know God, to know His desires and to fulfill
them. It doesn’t matter whether it is in India
or America or Australia. Any human being,
if he tries to satisfy God and read the scrip-
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BACK TO GODHEAD 3

tures—whether
the
Bible,
Bhagavad-gétä or Bhägavata—then
he will understand God.”
Prabhupäda explained the benefits of understanding God.
“Yenätmä suprasédati—then you
will be fully satisfied and pleased. If
you are engaged in the service of
the Lord without any motive and
without being impeded—spontaneously loving—then you will feel
complete satisfaction.” Prabhupäda
gave the example of the famous
Dhruva Mahäräja who, as a fiveyear-old, had gone to the forest to
find God in order to receive a
boon. After meditating in the forest for six months, Dhruva
Mahäräja did see God. But on see-

satisfaction. Yenätmä suprasédati.
Prasédati means fully satisfied, no
more want.”
After speaking for some time,
Çréla Prabhupäda brought the talk
back to its original theme: the common platform of religion.
Prabhupäda suggested to his attentive audience that submitting to the
spiritual energy of God would enable them to reach the spiritual
platform. Such submission would
entail getting free from false designations.
“What are those designations? ‘I
am Hindu,’ ‘I am Muslim,’ ‘I am
Christian,’ ‘I am American,’ ‘I am
Indian,’ ‘I am this,’ ‘I am that’—
these are designations. And to be-

Everyone is full of anxieties, because material wants
cannot be satisfied; they simply increase. Unless one
comes to God conscious, there can be no satisfaction.
ing God, his mind had changed. He
said: “My Lord, I am now fully satisfied. I don’t want any benediction
from you. Svämin kåtärtho ‘smi
varaà na yäce. That is the real realization of God. God realization
means there is no more want. All
demands, all wants, are finished.
Therefore it is said, yenätmä
suprasédati. Because we want something, there is demand. So long as
there is demand, we will never be
satisfied. When there is no demand, when on is fully satisfied,
that is God realisation. So the common platform is there. At the
present moment people are suffering. Not just at the present moment,
always. Anyone who is in this material world is full of anxieties, because material wants cannot be satisfied at any time. They simply increase. So unless one comes to God
conscious, there is no possibility of

4 BACK TO GODHEAD

ÈngDec09.p65

4



come free from designation means:
‘I do not belong to any of these categories. I am eternal servant of
God.’ If you come to that position,
then that is the common platform.
Let everyone perceive that he is
the eternal servant of God. Then
all the problems will be solved.
“So in this Kåñëa consciousness
movement, we are chanting the
holy name of God, and we are recommending others to also chant
the holy name of God. God must
have some name. In the Bible also
it is said: ‘Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name.’ So
there is name; God’s name is there.
God’s name is Christ or Kristo or
Kåñëa. So we can chant together.
Where is the difficulty? So those
who are professing Christianity,
never mind. You have got the name
of God. Otherwise why Jesus recommended, ‘You glorify the name

of God’? That is chanting. So let us
together glorify the name of God.
That is common platform. Thank
you very much.”
The priests and seminarians
present expressed their appreciation by applauding Çréla
Prabhupäda for some time.
SON OF GOD
One priest asked a question:
“How would His Grace see Jesus
Christ?”
Prabhupäda’s obvious veneration for Lord Jesus moved the audience. “Jesus Christ, Lord Jesus
Christ—he is son of God, the best
son of God. So we have all respect
for him. Yes. Anyone who is teaching people about God consciousness, he is respectable to us. It does
not matter in which country, in
which atmosphere, he was preaching. It does not matter.”
Another priest asked: “St.
Francis, the founder of this particular order, expounded upon the
teachings of Christ and seeing God
everywhere. He even spoke of
‘Brother Dog’ and ‘Sister Cat,’ ‘Sister Water’ and ‘Father Wind.’ How
would Your Grace respond to this?”
The room was tense and quiet.
Çréla Prabhupäda opened his
eyes very wide and nodded. “This
is real God consciousness. Not that
‘I am God conscious, and I kill the
animal.’ That is not God consciousness. To accept the trees, plants,
lower animals, even the insignificant ants as brothers is real God
consciousness. This is explained in
Bhagavad-gétä (18.54), samaù sarveñu
bhüteñu. Samaù means equal to all
living entities. One must see the
spirit soul. Anyone, whether he’s a
cat, dog, tree, ant, insect, or a big
man, is part and parcel of God.
Each is simply dressed differently.
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One has the dress of a tree, one has
the dress of a king and one has the
dress of an insect. It is also explained in Bhagavad-gétä, paëòitäù
sama darçinah. ‘One who is a paëòit,
learned, sees with equal vision.’ So
if St Francis was thinking like that,
he had a higher standard of spiritual understanding.”
It appeared that Prabhupäda was
giving an insight into St. Francis
that perhaps many had never understood before. It became clear to
those present, Christian and devotee alike, that Prabhupäda had as

much, or even more, appreciation
for St. Francis than the Franciscans
had themselves.
After a short kértana, Çréla
Prabhupäda rose to leave, and the
successful program was completed.

CUSTOMER CARE CENTER
For any complaint or queries
regarding you subscription,
please contact our Custmer
Care Center on

022-28457751

FREE PORTAL
iskcondesiretree.com

Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare
Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare
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BACK TO GODHEAD 5

Krsna Consciousness

and

Christianity

The views of world’s two major religions
on key philosophical points and ways of life.

by Satyaräja Däsa

T

he ultimate purpose of this
work is to show the
harmony that exists between the Bible and the more ancient Vedic texts of India. The essential message of the Bible and the
Vedas is one: to love the Lord with
all of one’s heart, soul and mind.
(All Bible verses are rendered with
references to Reuben Alcalay’s Complete Hebrew/English Dictionary for

6 BACK TO GODHEAD

ÈngDec09.p65

6



the Old Testament, and to Nestle’s
Greek/English Interlinear for the New
Testament.)

SECTION 1: BODY, SOUL,
AND REINCARNATION
Some Biblical references supporting the existence of the soul
“There are also celestial
(epourania: heavenly) bodies, and
bodies terrestrial (epiyeia: earthly):

but the glory of the celestial is one,
and the glory of the terrestrial is another.”
“So also is the resurrection of the
dead. It is sown in corruption (i.e.
born in matter); it is raised in incorruption (i.e. Spirit).
“It is sown a natural body; it is
raised a spiritual body. There is a
natural body, and a spiritual body.”
“Now this I (Paul) say, brethren,

DECEMBER 2009

11/11/2009, 4:26 PM

tion from the
Christian scriptures. There remain, however,
certain allusions to
reincarnation in
the Bible. And
these few are very
powerful.
In the ninth
century B.C. the
Hebrew prophet
Elijah is supposed
to have lived. Four
centuries later,
Malachi recorded
this prophecy in
the closing lines of
the Old Testament:
“Behold, I will send
A living entity transmigrates from one body to another in different species of life.
you Elijah the
prophet before the
that flesh and blood cannot inherit house not made with hands, eternal coming of the great and dreadful day
the kingdom of God; neither doth in the heavens.”
of the Lord.”
“For in this (house) we groan, earcorruption inherit incorruption.”
In the first book of the New Tes(I Corinthians 15:40, 42, 44, 50) nestly desiring to be clothed upon with tament, Matthew refers to this
This section clearly shows that our house which is from heaven.”
prophecy on three occasions, and
“Therefore, we are always confi- the remaining gospels speak of it
man has both a material body and
a spiritual body, and that man first dent, knowing that, while we are at seven times. In the verses that folgoes through a birth of the mate- home in the body, we are absent from low, the Greek form of the
rial body and then takes birth in the Lord.”
prophet’s name is used. It will be
“We are confident, I say, and will- noted from the remarks of the dishis spiritual body.
ing rather to be absent from the body, ciples of Jesus that there was much
Temporary matter and eternal spirit and to be present with the Lord.”
speculation and widespread accep(II Corinthians 5:1, 2, 6, 8) tance among the Jews concerning
“While we look not at the things
This is clear that while in this not only the return of Elijah, but
which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen: for the things which are material body we are suffering, and of other ancient Hebrew prophets.
seen are temporal; but the things desiring to be in our spiritual body,
“When Jesus came into the coasts
and that by spiritual knowledge we of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his diswhich are not seen are eternal.”
(II Corinthians 4:18) know that the material body is ciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I
This shows that the seen, mate- separate from the Lord.
am?’ And they replied, ‘Some say that
rial world is temporary, while the
thou art John the Baptist; some, Elias;
Reincarnation
unseen, spiritual world is eternal.
and others, Jeremias, or one of the
Under circumstances that to other prophets.’” (Matthew 16:13-14)
Similarly, the body, which is seen,
is temporary, while the life-force this very day remain shrouded in
Jesus began to say unto the mul(soul), which is unseen, is eternal. mystery, the Byziantine emperor titudes concerning John... “This is
“For we know that if our earthly Justinian in 553 A.D. (at the Sec- he, of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I
house of this tabernacle were dis- ond Council of Constantinople) send my messenger before thy face,
solved, we have a building of God, a banned the teachings of reincarna- which shall prepare thy way before
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BACK TO GODHEAD 7

thee...’ And if ye will receive it: this is
Elias, which was for to come. He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
(Matthew 11:7, 10-11, 14-15)
“And as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus charged them
saying, ‘Tell the vision to no man,
until the Son of Man be risen again
from the dead.’ And his disciples asked
him, saying, ‘Why then say the scribes
that Elias must first come?’ And Jesus
answered them, ‘Elias truly shall first
come, and restore all things. But I say
unto you, that Elias has come already,
and they knew him not, but have done
unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall the Son of Man suffer from
them.’ Then the disciples understood
that he spake unto them of John the
Baptist [who had already been beheaded by Herod].”
(Matthew 17:9-13)
Another reference is to be
found in Luke 9:7-9:
“Now Herod the tetrarch heard

visit. Tertullian bases his reasoning
on the statement in II Kings 2:11:
“Behold there appeared a chariot of
fire, and horses of fire...and Elijah
went up by a whirlwind to heaven”
and was seen no more. However, if
this church father’s reasoning is to
be logically sustained, Elijah’s return to earth as John the Baptist
should have been in the same miraculous way he left: He should
have been precipitated on earth as
a mature man. Yet the scriptures
indicate that John was born in the
ordinary way.
St. Thomas Aquinas in his
Summa Theologica describes how
departed souls reach their respective “places” after death. He says
that living beings have a tendency
to “sink” (gravitas) as well as to
“rise” (levitas); exactly what he
meant is unknown. One final point.
The rebirth of saviors and prophets is clear enough in Christian

The goal to be achieved is of a
transcendent nature, one short life
would be insufficient to reach it.
of all that was done by Jesus, and
he was perplexed, because it was
said of some, that John was risen
from the dead; and of some, that
Elias had appeared; and of others,
that one of the old prophets was
risen again. And Herod said, John
have I beheaded; but who is this of
whom I hear such things?”
The same incident is related in
Mark 6:14-16.
The early church father
Tertullian offers the view Elias
never died in the first place. God
translated him directly to heaven.
Thus, his subsequent re-descent was
not a rebirth, but merely a return
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teaching, but what about ordinary
men? Do they return? That the disciples of Jesus seriously considered
this possibility is evident from their
question concerning the man who
had been born blind. They asked:
“Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he is born blind?”
One can not evade the conclusion that the disciples must have had
reincarnation in mind, for obviously if the man had been born
blind his sin could not have been
committed in this life. Jesus had a
good opportunity to smash the reincarnation idea once and for all,
but he did not! He merely replied

that the man was afflicted because
he was destined through Christ to
have his sight restored so that “the
works of God should be made
manifest in him.”
A similar reference is found in
Mark 10:28-31, where rewards are
listed that could hardly be fulfilled
in one life. Peter said unto Jesus:
“Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.” And Jesus answered:
“Verily I say unto you, There is no
man that has left house, or brethren,
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife,
or children, or lands, for my sake, But
he shall receive an hundredfold now
in this time [in this age] houses, and
brethren, and sisters and mothers, and
children, and lands, with persecutions;
and in the world to come eternal life.
But many that are first shall be last;
and the last first.” Certainly the
enumerated rewards could not possibly be fulfilled in one incarnation.
It can be concluded from both
these verses that the goal to be
achieved is of such a transcendent
nature, one short life would be insufficient to reach it. Thus, in Professor Bowen’s essay, “Christian
Metemphychosis,” he wonders
whether in addition to the obvious
spiritual meaning, there may be “a
literal meaning in the solemn words
of the Saviour ‘Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”
In the Second Letter of Peter,
the word exitus (“exit” or “a way
out”) is used for “dying.” The expression implies that something
does exist which at death goes away,
or “exits” the body. Reincarnation
would explain a great many things
such as just where the soul goes after death. After all, it is unlikely
that a merciful God would send a
sinner to “hell” after just one birth
into this crazy world. It takes time
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to purify.
SECTION 2: MEAT EATING,
VEGETARIANISM, AND
WINE DRINKING
While the Bible in many places
seems to endorse meat-eating, these
sections should not be taken out of
context.
Instead of using Noah’s emergency expedient (following the
flood in which all vegetation was
wiped out) as outlined in Genesis
9:3, a more important diet is the
original one, enunciated by the
Lord in Genesis 1:29; “And God
said, ‘Behold, I have given you every
herb bearing seed and every tree, in
which is the fruit of a tree yielding
seed; to you it shall be for meat
(food).’” God further indicates in
the very next verse that this diet is
“good,” while the later diet referred
to the one containing meat was allowed “simply to satisfy their lust.”

manna (Numbers 11:31), is a prime
example of quoting out of context.
Indeed, verses 31 and 32 (of Numbers) describe the quail and the
feasting that followed, but verse 33
must be read to secure the full impact of this passage: “. . . and while
the flesh was yet between their teeth,
ere it was chewed, the wrath of the
Lord was kindled against the people,
and the Lord smote them with a great
plague.” God was not happy with
their meat eating.
“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me?
Said the Lord: I am full of the
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat
of fed beasts; and I delight not in
the blood of bullocks, or of lambs,
or of goats. When ye spread forth
your hands, I will hide Mine eyes
from you: yea, when ye make many
prayers, I will not hear, for your
hands are full of blood.” (Isaiah
1:11,15)

There are ample evidences in the Bible recommending a vegetarian diet.

The example of the Quail God purportedly arranged for the children
of Israel, after they “tired” of His

This shows that God does not
accept even the prayers of a meat
eater.

“He that killeth an ox is as if he
slew a man.” (Isaiah 66:3)
This shows that cow killing is
equated with murder.
“It shall be a perpetual statue for
your generations throughout all your
dwellings, that ye eat neither fat nor
blood.” (Leviticus 3:17)
A trick commandment: You
cannot eat meat and not eat blood.
This is the origin of the idea of
Kosher food (meat with the blood
drained out of it.) It has been compared to passing stool and not passing urine. Impossible!
“And the same John (the Baptist)
had his raiment of camels hair, and a
leathern girdle about his loins; and
his meat was locust and wild honey.”
(Matthew 3:4)
The word used here is trophe,
nourishment. Also note that the
word locusts refers to locust beans,
or carob, St. John’s bread.
This is outlined quite clearly
but, again, it must all be studied in context.
Vegetarian Fathers
It also becomes clear
when one studies the early
history of the church that
the founding fathers espoused the vegetarian ideal.
You can study their lives:
Tertullian, Pliny, Origen, St.
John Chrysostom, the list
goes on and on. Parenthetically, that these early
Church fathers were avowed
vegetarians makes a large
statement as to what we may
have read in the Bible before
it was worked on at the various Ecumenical councils.
It was not until the time
of Emperor Constantine (fourth
century) that vegetarian Christians
had to practice underground. This
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BACK TO GODHEAD 9

This is called karma.
Appearances of the
word meat
Broma
4
“food”
in the New Testament
This section shows
Brosis
4
“the act of eating food”
how certain words were
translated wrongly in the
Brosimos
1
“that which may be eaten”
King James Version of
the Bible. The correct
Phago
3
“to eat”
translations are taken
Trophe
6
“nourishment”
from the Nestle Interlinear Greek English New
Prosphagon
1
“anything to eat”
Testament, which also
references the King
Thus, the authorized version of James Version.
“Butter and honey shall he eat,
John 21:5, “Have ye any meat?” is
“Thou shalt not kill.”
Scriptural knowledge is simple incorrect; it should have been that he may know to refuse the evil,
for the simple but it is difficult for translated: “Have ye anything to and choose the good.”
(Isaiah 7:14-15)
the twisted. The Bible clearly says eat?”
Christians are fond of quoting
Fish is another frequently mis“Thou shalt not kill.” (Exo dus
20:13). It could not be stated more translated word in the Bible. Its ref- the first part of this verse as proof
erence is often not to the form of that Jesus is the savior, but they
simply.
The exact Hebrew is lo tirtzach, swimming life, but to the symbol by rarely quote the very next verse,
which accurately translates as which early Christians could iden- which says he will be a vegetarian.
“And while they yet believed not
tify each other. It was a secret sign,
“thou shalt not kill.”
One of the greatest scholars of needed in times of persecution, for joy, and wondered, he (Jesus) said
Hebrew/English linguistics (in the prior to official acceptance of unto them (his disciples), ‘Have ye
here any meat?’ And they gave him a
Twentieth Century) “ Dr. Reuben Christianity as a state religion.
piece of a broiled fish and a honeyAlcalay has written in his mamcomb. And took ‘it’ and did eat beDiscussion of meat in the
moth book The Complete Hebrew/
fore them.” (Luke 24:41-43)
Bible (Old Testament)
English Dictionary that tirtzach reThe word here is brosimos, eat“And God said, ‘Behold, I have
fers to “any kind of killing whatsoever.” The word lo, as you might given you every herb bearing seed, able. Note the use of the word “it,”
suspect, means “thou shalt not.” which is on the face of all the earth, which is in the singular. Jesus was
DON’T KILL! Let’s face it—the and every tree, in which is the fruit offered fish and a honeycomb, but
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall took only one. Judging from Isaiah
Bible is clear on this point.
7:15, we know what he chose.
Many Bible scholars persist with be for meat.’” (Genesis 1:29)
“Wherefore, if meat makes my
This shows that the true diet of
the theory that Christ ate animal
brother offend, I will eat no flesh
flesh, obviously swayed in their man is vegetarian.
“But flesh with the life thereof, while the world standeth lest I make
opinions by personal habits. Respected Bible scholar Rev. V.A. which is the blood thereof, shall ye not my brother to offend.”
(I Corinthians 8:13)
Holmes Gore has researched the eat. And surely your blood of your
frequent use of the word meat in lives will require; at the hand of evVegetarianism
the New Testament Gospels. He ery beast will I require it.”
The Aristotelia-Thomistic view,
(Genesis 9:4-5)
traced its meaning to the original
This shows that man is not al- basically assumes that animals are
Greek. He reveals that the nineteen Gospel references to meat lowed to eat meat, and if he does here for our pleasure, with no purshould have been more accurately he will pay with his own life. And pose of their own. Modern Chrishe will be killed by the one he kills. tianity largely embraces this world
translated thus (see table):
was
because
Constantine was a meat
eater. He was also a maniac, and Church history books abound with
the stories of how he
would pour molten lead
down the throats of
Christian vegetarians
for their chosen diet.
Incidentally, he also
killed his wife by setting
her in a vat of boiling
water.
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for God’s mercy and we show no
mercy to those who are weaker than
we, then we are nothing more than
hypocrites. Violence begets violence. If we don’t show mercy, why
should we receive it? We won’t.
Rather, divine justice will be
shown. As we sow, so shall we reap.
This is called karma.
In the early days of Latin and
Byzantine Christianity, as well as in
the period of its full bloom in the
Middle Ages, Christian art loudly
pro-claimed the
importance and
beauty of the animal kingdom.
Animals
are
compassionately
represented in
Christian sculpture, in illuminated
manuscripts of the
Bible, in stained
glass windows,
and in tapestry,
too.
St.
John
Chrysostom, of
the fourth century, who said,
“The saints are
exceedingly loving and gentle to
St. Francis taught the intimate relation
mankind, and
of all living beings under God.
even to brute
known as “the Prince of Peace,” beasts,” and “Surely we ought to
then the Augustinian” Franciscan show them great kindness and
form of Christianity is to be con- gentleness for many reasons, but,
sidered more authentic, for it more above all, because they are of the
fully displays the qualities of univer- same origin as ourselves.” This visal mercy and compassion. This fits sion of common origin was espein very neatly with the vegetarian cially stressed by St. Francis, and
was adopted by those who emulated
way of life.
How can one, with a clear con- him, many of whom were vegetarscience, ask God for mercy if he is ian. And many Georgian saints,
not ready to show mercy to those hundreds of years before Francis,
who are weaker than he? If we pray were distinguished by their love for
view.
Now, there’s another stream of
thought in traditional Christianity,
and this might be called the Augustinian-Franciscan view. This school
is Platonic in scope and basically
teaches that all creatures are brothers and sisters under God’s fatherhood.
St. Francis is the Patron Saint
of Animals, and he taught the intimate relation of all things under
God. Also, if Jesus is to be truly

animals. St. John Zedazneli made
friends with bears near his hermitage; St. Shio befriended a wolf; St.
David of Garesja protected deer
and birds from hunters, proclaiming, “He whom I believe in and
worship looks after and feeds all
these creatures, to whom He has
given birth.” Early Celtic saints too,
were in favor of compassion for
animals. For instance, Saints Wales,
Cornwall, and Brittany of Ireland,
in the fifth and sixth centuries after Christ, went to great pains for
their animal friends, healing them
and praying for them as well.
God loves all His creatures
There is a whole range of specific religious justifications for animal abuse. They can be summarized
into three distinct categories: (1)
the animals “belong to us” and we
can “do with them as we please”;
(2) since they are “non-rational,”
they do not have a soul; and (3)
they cannot feel pain. A close study
of the Bible reveals quite clearly
that these arguments carry no substance. If one is going to call himself a “Christian,” he should at least
consider the doctrine of extending
Christ’s love to all of God’s creatures. If he does any less, he’s
hardly a Christian.
The “dominion” concept was
listed it as the first of the three rationalizations for meat eating in the
Biblical tradition: “They are ours to
do with as we pIease.” It’s actually a
shame. The Hebrew word used in
the Bible comes from the root
radah, and is extracted as yirdu, and
connotes a sense of stewardship or
guardianship. In other words, the
Bible asks us to care for our more
humbly endowed brothers and sisters, not to kill them and eat them.
For instance, a king is said to
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BACK TO GODHEAD 11

have dominion over his subjects.
But that doesn’t mean that he
should eat them or abuse them. No.
He must care for them, help them,
and even love them. This is the type
of dominion the Bible is referring
to.
The Biblical verse that gives us
dominion over animals appears in
Genesis 1.26. Only three verses
later, in Genesis 1.29, a vegetarian
diet is recommended. In other
words, God gives us dominion over
the animals and, only three verses
later, prohibits their use for food.
Implicitly, the dominion He gives
us cannot include using animals for
food. Also, in the very next verse
Genesis 1.30, God makes it clear

fermented or not. The common
word in Greek was oinos. This
Greek word corresponds to yayin
or yain in Hebrew, vinum in Latin,
and wine in English. However, in
classical Biblical usage, these words
simply refer to grape juice.
We learn from the Bible that intoxicating beverages are habitforming (Proverbs 23.35), result in
violence (Proverbs 4.17), and distract its imbibers from God (Amos
6.6).
In the Septuagint, the Greek
version of the Bible, the Hebrew
word for grape juice is translated
thirty-three times as the Greek word
oinos. It is also used to denote other
kinds of drinks, such as lotus fruits

Intoxicating beverages are habit-forming (Proverbs
23.35), result in violence (Proverbs 4.17) and distract
its imbibers from God (Amos 6.6).
that animals do have a soul. So rationalization number two is debunked as well. God says that all
creatures—whether on land, in the
sea, or in the sky—have a “living
soul” within their body. He uses the
words nephesh for “soul” and chayah
for “living.” These are the same two
words used to describe the soul in
human bodies. So animals and humans have the same kind of soul,
at least according to the Bible.
Wine Drinking
Wine, which is now distributed
as the blood of Christ, was not always used in the transubstantiation
process. At least this is what certain reputable scholars are saying.
Originally, according to one view,
it was grape juice.
In Biblical times, all fruit of the
vine was called wine, whether it was
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and dates. According to Professor
Samuel Lee of Cambridge, the root
of this Hebrew word is yain, or wine.
But even Professor Lee admits that
in Biblical times the word did not
refer to intoxicating liquor made by
fermentation. It is more referred to
a thick, un-intoxicating syrup produced by boiling. The boiling process gave the grape juice a long shelf
life and so it became more storable.
So we should not think that the
early Biblical prophets endorsed the
use of intoxicating drink. Wine, in
those days, generally referred to
grape juice.
SECTION 3: GOD AND
SON OF GOD
Jesus and God may be one but
they are also different
“I do nothing of myself.”
(John 14:2)

“My Father is greater than I.”
(John 14:2)
“The Lord our God is one
Lord.” (Mark 12:29)
“My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46)
“Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46)
“As You and I are one, let them
also be one in Us.” (John 17:21)
Thus, Jesus implies that his “oneness” with God is something that
can be achieved by others.
It is also written of Jesus: “Behold my servant, whome I have
choosen.” (Matthew 12:18)
“God . . . glorified His servant,
Jesus.” (Acts 3:13)
“But of that day and that hour
knowth no man, no, not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son,
but the Father.” (Mark 13:32)
Description of God as found
in the Bible and the Vedas
1. Yahweh, the God of the
Bible, is described as wearing “the
helmet of salvation.” (Isaiah 9.1618). Aside from the usual metaphorical interpretations, some believe that God actually wears such
a helmet. In the ÇrémadBhägavatam (6.4.39) there is a
beautiful description of Kåñëa.
Among His ornaments, His headdress is described as a mahä-kiréöa,
or an extremely large and gorgeous
helmet.
2 Yahweh’s voice is described
to be like thunder (Job 40.9);
Viñëu’s voice like thunder (Bhäg.
4.30.7).
Yahweh is described as having a
rod (club) and staff (Psalms 23.4,
or 89.32); and Viñëu has a club
(Bhäg. 6.4.39) and a trident (Bhag.
4.30.7).
3. A fire is sent by Yahweh to
burn up His enemies (Psalms / 97.3,
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or 50.3; also see Deut. 9.3); the
cakra of Viñëu is as destructive as
the fire of devastation and burns
His enemies to ashes (Bhäg. 6.8.23).
4. Yahweh, at times, carries a
shield (Deut. 33.29; Psalms 84.11);
so does Viñëu (Bhäg. 6.4.39).
5.There is another common factor, something that gives additional
emphasis to Vishnu and Yahweh
being one and the same. In the Jewish Encyclopedia, under a section on
cherub etyology, one can find the
most fascinating information.
Cherub is a giant bird on which
Yahweh rides. In Bible although
there is sometimes a description of
many cherubim, Yahweh rides
upon only one, as Viñëu rides only
upon Garuòa.
Is Jesus the Only Son?
It is sometimes said that Jesus was

the only son. But the Bible says, “To
as many as I received me to them I
give the power to become the sons of
God.” (John 1.12)
Besides, why is it that you or I
can have many sons, but God cannot? Is God impotent? To say that
we can have a plurality of children
but that God can only have one is
to say that we can do something
that God cannot. This defies the
definition of God. You see, the difficulty arises when we do not understand that we are all the sons of
God. Jesus is the good son, but we
should become good as well. Then
we can be counted amongst God’s
children. “Can we become as good
as Jesus?” someone might ask. Well,
according to Jesus himself we
should become not only as good as
he is, but perfect. “Be ye perfect,”

Jesus says, “even as God in heaven is
perfect.” (Mat. 5.48) To become a
son of God means to realize one’s
constitutional position as God’s servant.

AFTERWORD
The merits of this article can
easily be obscured by the Christian
exclusivity. Such prejudice is
largely based on the following verse
from the New Testament:
ego eimi ha hodos kai ha alatheia
kai ha zoa;
oudeis erketia pros ton patera ei
ma di emou
“I am the way, the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father except through me.” (Matthew 14:6)
The above translation is the one
you would probably find in your
Bible.
The
key
Greek
work
erketai is extremely present
tense.
So,
rather
than
“comes” as the
word is rendered above, it
would more accurately mean
“can presently
come.” This, of
course, changes
the
whole
meaning. Jesus is
actually saying,
“I am the way,
the truth, and
the life; no one
can presently
come to the father
except
through me.”
Unlike the
interpretations
(please turn
Just as Yahweh rides on Cherub, a giant bird, Lord Viñëu rides on Garuòa.
to page 29)
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Conversion to
Intolerance
or
Transcendence?

by Caitanya Caraëa Däsa
This article is a compilation of several conversations between Hindu intellectuals
(HI) and ISKCON scholars (IS) on various occasions. To cover the various
issues in a systematic way, all these conversations are presented here as one,
continuous conversation between two individuals.
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HI: An issue of great concern,
even alarm, is the rampant conversion done by Christian missionaries.
IS: Let’s understand this issue of
conversion from a broader philosophical perspective. The goal of all
religions—including Christianity—is to help people develop love
of God, to convert
people from being materialists to becoming
spiritualists.
But different people
approach God for different motives, which
the Vaiñëava saintscholar Bhaktivinoda
Öhäkura has categorized into four major
levels: fear, desire, duty
and love.
1. Fear:
Some
people fear, “If I disobey
God, then He may punish me for my wrongdoings. So better let me
pacify Him by my worship.” This sort of worship is certainly better
than atheism, but it is
based on a very negative
conception of God as a
stern judge, as a cosmic
punisher.
2. Desire: Some
people reason, “There
are so many things I
want; if I pray to God,
perhaps He will give
them to me.” Here the
conception of God is
more positive, as a potent desire-fulfiller, but still the relationship is highly utilitarian, being based on give and take rather
than love. Çréla Prabhupäda would
say that if we go to God to ask for
bread, that shows that our love for
bread is more than our love for
God.

3. Duty: Some people reason,
“God has already given me so
much—life, body, health, food,
clothing, shelter. It is my duty to go
periodically to worship and thank
Him.” Here the relationship is
somewhat steady, being based on
gratitude for what has already been
given and not on greed for what

son feels, “My dear Lord, You are
the supreme object of my love; I
have been offering my love to so
many people and things, but that
has never made me happy. Now I
simply want to love and serve You
eternally, and I do not want anything material in return for my service; I simply wish to love You and

Four reasons why people worship God: (clockwise from top left)
Fear, material rewards, duty, and pure love of God.

one wants to receive. Still, over
time, duty can become a burden.
Moreover, the focus in this level is
still on what God has done for me,
not on God Himself.
4. Love: This is the purest level
of approaching God, where a per-

to be loved by You. Just as a parent
takes care of the child without the
child having to ask his parents,
similarly, I know that You will take
care of me. I will accept whatever
is Your plan for me and keep serving You no matter what happens
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in my material life.” It is only this
pure love that can satisfy our hearts
fully, for love is our greatest and
deepest need.
Conversions are fruitful only if
they raise a person’s level of approaching God by offering deep
spiritual understanding or experience. Modern Christianity operates largely on the platforms of fear
and desire—despite the fact that
Jesus explicitly emphasized the
commandment to love God as the
supreme commandment. It appears
to many observers that the conversions done by Christian missionaries today are primarily on the same
two levels—fear of eternal damnation and desire for material gain.
More often than not, all that happens by such materially motivated
conversions is that the converts
change from being Hindu materialists to becoming Christian materialists.
HI: But this conversion often
makes a huge difference to the
convert’s attitude toward his original culture. Whereas he was earlier appreciative of—or at least
neutral to—Indian culture, he now
becomes hostile to it. And often
this hostility is fostered by some
Christian missionaries who decry
Indic rituals and traditions as demoniac. Sometimes the convert
has to “prove” his conversion by
publicly disowning his past forms of
worship, by breaking or burning the
pictures of Hindu gods or even spitting or stamping on them.
THREE OUTLOOKS
OF RELIGION
IS: This is very unfortunate and
distressing to hear about. To place
this in proper perspective, let’s discuss the three categories into which
modern thinkers have classified the
various religious paths: exclusivist,
pluralist and inclusivist.
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Followers of the
exclusivist
path claim
that their
way is the
only exclusive way to
God. They
further
claim that
all those
who don’t
a c c e p t
their path
are
destined to go
to hell—
forever. So
they become intolerant to all
other paths
and believe
that they
are “saving”
people by
converting
them
to
A religious system can be compared to a university
their path,
meant to train students in knowledge and love of God.
no matter
what the
means. Religious exclusivity some- people. While this notion seems to
times degenerates into fundamen- promote religious tolerance, it oftalist violence. This further puts off ten breeds spiritual impotence.
intelligent people, who are already
HI (startled): Impotence?
skeptical of the claim to exclusivIS: A religious system can be
ity. After all, if God is unlimited, compared to a university meant to
why should one particular religion train students in knowledge and
have monopoly on the path to God? love of God. The claim to
HI (nodding): Most Christian exclusivism is like the claim of a
missionaries are highly exclusivist. medical student that his college is
Hindu culture, on the other hand, the only college that can produce
has historically been more broad- doctors. This is obviously a fanatiminded.
cal and fallacious claim. The claim
IS: Yes. The second category is to pluralism, on the other hand, is
pluralism. Pluralism is the notion like the claim that any building anythat there are many paths to God. where can produce doctors. In the
Nowadays, this notion is sometimes name of pluralism, Hinduism today
expanded to say that there are as has become such a hodgepodge that
many paths to God as there are most Hindus today have very little
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idea of what paths and goals their
scriptures teach. Consequently,
when confronted with Christian
missionary criticism of Hinduism,
many Hindus are unable to defend
their beliefs and practices.
HI (thoughtfully): I had never
thought of the effects of pluralism
in that way. I can’t say that I agree
entirely with what you say; I will
have to think about it. . . . But what
was the third category you mentioned?
IS: Inclusivism. This teaches
that there are not many paths, but
basically one path with many levels on it. The path to become a
doctor is essentially one: to study
the medical subjects and learn the
relevant skills. There may be different universities to teach medicine and they may teach in slightly
different ways, but that doesn’t
mean we unthinkingly accept every building everywhere as a medical college. Unfortunately, this—
an uncritical acceptance of all
paths—is what has happened in
India. Consequently, although religion is a big part of life in India, it
has largely become reduced to a
social and cultural affair that provides a break from the daily routine and has become devoid of
spiritual potency.
HI: What exactly do you mean
by spiritual potency?
IS: Spiritual potency of religion
means its ability to deliver nonmaterial or spiritual happiness. The
Çrémad-Bhägavatam (11.2.42) declares bhaktiù pareçänubhavo
viraktir anyatra ca. Bhakti delivers
experience of the transcendental
Supreme Lord, an experience
which is so satisfying, so enriching
that it makes one detached from all
other experiences. The ultimate
purpose of all religion is to enable
people to experience the divine
happiness of loving God and thus

become detached from selfish, materialistic pleasures. The Vedic
scriptures give clear, specific and
powerful practices to help us experience this spiritual happiness. But
when all paths are considered equal
without evaluating their effects,
then the potent Vedic path gets
obscured in a medley of diluted and
perverted paths. Consequently,
many Indians, who follow one of
these pseudo-religious paths, experience hardly any deep, spiritual
happiness. So, when they are
tempted to follow another path
that offers tangible material benefits, they see no reason to desist.
INDIAN “SECULARISM”
HI: Interesting. In connection
with our discussion on three categories of paths, I want to point out
a peculiar feature of Indian “secularism.” Despite the overtly
exclusivist claims of Christian missionaries, the Indian government
and media pamper them in the
name of secularism. Secularism
should basically imply governmental impartiality toward all religions.
In countries like USA, secularism

jority religion. For example, today,
in India, legally it is far easier to
start a Christian church or a
Christian missionary school then it
is to start a Hindu temple or a
Hindu missionary school. Or, here’s
an even more egregious example:
when Muslims want to go for Haj,
the government makes special arrangements and even subsidizes
their pilgrimage fare. But when
Hindus want to go on pilgrimage
to Badrinath, the government offers no such facility.
What makes the whole issue
worse is the prejudiced media portrayal by the western media and the
westernized Indian media. Historically, not many countries have been
as hospitable to other cultures as
India, thanks to the Hindu culture
of welcoming and respecting guests
as representatives of God. For example:
1. India is the country that gave
asylum to the Christians who were
persecuted in Syria in Antioch and
Damascus even in the fourth century. They have been living here
peacefully till this date.
2. India gave asylum to the Per-

Hinduism today has become such a hodgepodge
that most Hindus today have very little idea of
what paths and goals their scriptures teach.
means that minority-religions get
the freedom to practice their beliefs and they democratically get a
voice in the polity according to
their sizes. And the majority-religion in USA—Protestant Christianity—gets a respectable place
and influence according to its electoral strength. But in India, due to
vote bank politics, secularism is
abused to provide special facilitation for minority-religions and impose special restriction on the ma-

sians when they had to flee Persia
due to fear of the Arabian invaders. These Zoroastrians who took
asylum in the Gujarat area are all
leading prosperous and fearless
lives till this date.
3. When the Jews sought asylum
in India after being driven out of
their land, they were taken care of
by India. This was not the case with
several countries in the West where
the Jews were persecuted.
4. After the conquest of Tibet
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by China, the persecuted Buddhists
under the Dalai Lama generously
accommodated by India in McLeod
Ganja in the Himachal Pradesh,
where they live peacefully even today.
So, minorities have always been
given protection and facility to live
in India, thanks to the Hindu ethos
of tolerance. But when Hindus try
to protect their legitimate interests
from the extreme and fundamentalist activities of some Christian
missionaries, the media immediately
brands the tolerant Hindus as intolerant and the fundamentalist
minorities as helpless victims. It is
sad that these situations have led
to violent conflicts; violence in the
name of religion is unfortunate and
regrettable. But the sponsoring of

vested much capital in it, if he is not
getting much returns out of it and
if a new business offers better prospects. Similarly, a person will change
his religion—his religious business—
if he has not invested much
thoughts and emotions into it (his
capital), if he is not getting an understanding of life or a sense of
peace, joy and belonging by it (his
returns) and if he gets material benefits by changing to another religion
(his better prospects). So it is important for Indian spiritual leaders
to create religious capital among
Indians by giving them spiritual
knowledge and experience. Otherwise, most Indians will not oppose
conversion or, worse still, may even
get converted themselves for better
material prospects.

Indian spiritual leaders should create religious
capital among Indians by giving them
spiritual knowledge and experience.
culturally-destructive conversion is
a form of extremism that inflames
violence on both sides. It is high
time that the media set the record
straight by reporting both sides of
the story fairly.
INTELLECTUAL
LETHARGY OF INDIANS
IS: This governmental and media antipathy is aided by the intellectual lethargy of Indians in understanding their own national legacy.
Indians don’t protest against attacks
on their culture because they don’t
realize the value of what they are
losing. In academic studies of religion, there is the concept of religious
capital, which refers to the degree
of mastery of and attachment to a
particular religious culture. A businessman may readily give up his
present business if he has not in-
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HI: Well, sometimes the idea of
better prospects is just a sham.
Some missionaries claim to be faithhealers and proclaim that they can
cure all those who convert. Many
sick Hindu peasants, being unable
to afford medical expenses, get
lured, but the magic healing never
happens. Their suffering only gets
compounded: due to the delay in
taking medical treatment, they disease worsens, thus necessitating further expenditure. And they simultaneously undergo wrenching mental trauma and social alienation due
to the whole conversion melodrama. Many such incidents are
described the documentary Bad
Manna by the Scandinavian Pia
Skov, who, incidentally, is herself
a Christian disillusioned with the
missionary malpractices.
IS: Such practices are certainly

devious—and they underscore
what I was saying earlier: the urgent
necessity for philosophical education among Indians. You see, many
people have a primitive, tribal “wethey” mindset. They see existence
as a perpetual battle between “we”
versus “they,” where “they” refers
to their rivals or enemies. When
religious zeal becomes superimposed on this tribal mentality, then
the battle takes the form of “the
good we” versus “the evil they,”
where “they” includes all those who
don’t follow “our true religion.”
Once religious conversion gets rationalized as a battle against evil, or
perhaps a “saving” from the evil,
then the missionaries become
blinded to their own evil deeds, for
they feel their “noble” ends justify
any means—no matter how evil.
Sometimes, Hindus may also
succumb to the same “we-they”
mindset in reverse, where all Christians become “the evil they.” To
save us from this tribal mindset, the
Vedic scriptures teach a profound
and practical philosophy that engenders universal consciousness.
They state all living beings are the
beloved children of one God and
so, spiritually, we are all one family, as celebrated in the famous
Vedic aphorism vasudhä eva
kuöumbakam. The Vedic texts proclaim that all people are intrinsically, spiritually good. If they are
presently acting in evil ways, that
is due to the illusion that covers
their spiritual goodness. The Vedic
texts further supply us rational, objective parameters to assess the extent of the illusion that covers a
person. Equipped with these parameters, we can objectively categorize people without falling prey
to the “we-they” mindset.
HI (thoughtfully): This “wethey” mentality you are talking
about is a deep point. . . .What are
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the rational parameters by which
people are categorized?

mode of ignorance (tamo-guëa).
The modes are subtle, psychic forces
that shape the interaction between
VEDIC CLASSIFICATION
consciousness and matter. Those
OF MATERIAL EXISTENCE
affected by the mode of goodness are
IS: The Bhagavad-gétä analyzes all characterized by knowledge,
material existence in terms of the thoughtfulness and satisfaction;
three modes of material nature: those affected by the mode of pasmode of goodness (sattva-guëa), sion, by cravings for pleasure, power
mode of passion (rajo-guëa) and and prestige; and those affected by
the mode of ignorance, by laziness, intoxication and violence. Higher
than all these
three modes is
transcendence,
where people
can see, with enlightened vision,
their loving relationship with
all living beings.
The
more
people are infected by passion and ignorance, the more
they act in evil
ways that harm
themselves and
others.
The
more they are
permeated by
goodness and
transcendence,
the more they
act in good ways
that uplift themselves and others.
Note how
the Vedic classification is not
based on any religious labels,
but is based on
objective criteVedic classification of people in three modes of goodness, rion and has
passion, and ignorance.
universal appli-

cation. Now, Christians, like all
other human beings, are situated
across the spectrum of these three
modes—some in goodness, some in
passion and some in ignorance. According to this analysis, the devious conversion tactics are used by
Christians in the lower modes of
passion and ignorance. And just as
we find these devious tactics distaste-ful, so do Christians in the
mode of goodness. That’s why even
some Christians have expressed
concern over the means used to
convert people.
HI (catching on): I had heard of
the modes earlier but had never
thought that they could be applied
to understand this situation in this
way. Not only are such conversions
done by those in the lower modes,
but they are also targeted at those
in the modes of passion and ignorance, who don’t care to discern
spiritual truth on one hand and
who want quick material gains on
the other.
LET’S SHARE OUR
CULTURAL WEALTH
IS (nodding): Yes. But such conversions don’t do anything to
change the modes of a person. Various religions are essentially like different universities meant to change
people’s qualities from evil to good.
Just as an engineering student does
not become an engineer merely by
entering into a college, no person
becomes “saved” just by stamping
himself as belonging to a particular religion. He will be saved only
when he diligently practices the
spiritual disciplines taught by his
religion and changes his qualities
and desires. Unfortunately, not understanding or practicing the essence of their own religion, superficial religionists imagine that they
are “saving” others from evil by
converting them, while they are yet

DECEMBER 2009

ÈngDec09.p65

19

11/11/2009, 4:26 PM



BACK TO GODHEAD 19

to save themselves from the evil
qualities that have gripped them.
HI (wryly): I think we have to
pray: may God save India from these
“saviors”!
IS: But God has given us the
means to save ourselves and everyone else—Indians and non-Indians
alike.
HI: What is that means?
IS: The spiritual philosophy
given in the Vedic scriptures is so
comprehensive, coherent and cogent that it can withstand and
counter all possible criticisms and
dialectically establish itself as offering the best understanding of life
and its purpose. And the Vedic
spiritual practices, like chanting of
the holy names, can easily and effectively give people a taste of transcendence by which they will no
longer be attracted by cheap material allurements. We need to systematically and vigorously share
the Vedic principles and practices
with as many people as possible. In
fact, Çréla Prabhupäda did exactly
that—and was able to attract thousands of people from all over the
world to follow Vedic culture.
HI: Yes, I have seen that
ISKCON has a lot of foreign devotees. It’s almost like ISKCON is
doing a reverse-conversion by getting Western people from Christian and other backgrounds to
adopt Indian culture.
IS: Yes, but this conversion is a
conversion that goes far beyond the
change of religious denomination,
cultural lifestyle or social affiliation.
It is a fundamental change of consciousness, a change of core desires
and ambitions from material to spiritual, a change from being a selfish
exploiter to becoming a selfless servant of God and all His children.
And that is the change that all religions—including Christianity—are
ultimately meant to bring. Indeed,
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this is the only change that can bring
real, lasting happiness, individually
and collectively. People are being increasingly plundered of this wealth
of inner happiness, by the common
enemy of all religions: atheistic materialism. That’s why, in the 1950’s
Çréla Prabhupäda made a fervent
appeal for united action to the leaders of the world’s religions: “Hindus,
Muslims, Christians, and the members of the other sects that have convincing faith in the authority of God
must not sit idly now and silently
watch the rapid growth of a Godless civilization. There is the supreme will of God, and no nation
or society can live in peace and pros-

perity without acceptance of this
vital truth.”
Instead of worrying about people
converting from one form of materialism to another, let’s look inward
to understand and practice the deep
spiritual essence of our religious tradition and then look outward to
share that essence with others. Then
and then alone will our efforts make
a real difference in the world.
Caitanya Caraëa Däsa holds a degree in electronics and telecommunications engineering and serves fulltime at ISKCON Pune. To subscribe
to his free cyber magazine, visit
thespiritualscientist.com
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DÉPÄVALÉ IN WHITE HOUSE

Barack Obama has become the first US President
to attend a celebration of Dépävalé, at a ceremony held
in the White House on October 14. Obama acknowledged this in a video on the site www.whitehouse.gov,
saying, “Divali marks the return of Lord Räma from
exile when small lamps lit his way home. The lighting
of these lamps continues today, marking the celebration as a time of reflection on the year gone by, and a
time to pray for a good year to come.”
ISKCON SANNYÄSÉ HONORED
BY HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT
Çivaräma Svämi received a Golden Cross state
award of the Hungarian Republic from Dr. Karoly
Manherz,
state secretary
for
higher education and
research, in
appreciation
of his charitable, humanitarian
and valuecreating work. The memorable dinner in the Museum
of Applied Arts was also attended by Zoltan Balogh,
chairman of the parliamentary commettee for human

rights, minority, civil and religous affairs, and His Excellency Ranjit Rae, Indian ambassador.
(www.sivaramaswami.com)
MISS INDIA VISITS ISKCON DELHI
New Delhi: On November 3, Miss India 2009, Ekta
Choudhary, visited Çré Çré Rädhä-Pärthasärathi
Mandir, New Delhi. She took darçana of the Deities
and did ärati.
She also saw
the paintings
and visited the
Vedic Expo
and
spent
about twenty
minutes there.
She said that
she was seeing
such things for the first time and she appreciated
ISKCON for using the latest technology in educating
the Vedic Culture and Bhagavad-gétä.
His Holiness Gopäla Kåñëa Gosvämi Mahäräja presented her a copy of Bhagavad-gétä As It Is.
ISKCON HELPS FLOOD VICTIMS
Tirupati, AP: In a major initiative to resurrect devastated lives, the
Tirupati unit of
ISKCON has
announced to
meet the basic
needs of 1,000
families in the
f lo o d-ravage d
Kurnool district.
ISKCON dispatched 1,000
ISKCON Tirupati President, Revaté
sets of essentials
Ramaëa Däsa, with relief material.
including rice,
groceries, vegetables, bed sheets, clothes, notebooks,
school stationery, worth in all Rs. 10,000,00.
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“There is much I
have to tell you.”
Jesus had stated that he had more to give and, in the Vedic texts,
we get more—a lot more—information and knowledge about God.

by Caitanya Caraëa Däsa

B

haktivinoda Öhäkura, a
nineteenth
century
Vaiñëava saint-scholar, explains how a true devotee should
respect other religions and their
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practices, “When we have occasion
to be present at the place of worship of other religionists at the time
of their worship, we should stay
there in a respectful mood, contem-

plating thus: ‘Here is being worshiped my adorable highest entity
God, in a different form than that
of mine. Due to a different practice of a different kind, I cannot
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thoroughly comprehend this system of theirs. But seeing it, I am
feeling a greater attachment for my
own system. God is one. I bow down
before His emblem as I see here and
offer my prayer to my Lord was
adopted this different emblem so
that He may increase my love toward Him in the form that is acceptable for me.”
I was born in a Hindu brähmaëa
family and educated in a Christian
convent school. In my school, I
learnt about God equally from both
the Hindu rituals at home as well
as the Christian prayers at school.
But it was only in my late teens
when ISKCON devotees introduced me to the systematic philosophy of Kåñëa consciousness taught
in the Vedic literatures that I
started a serious study of spirituality. When I first came across the
above statement of Bhaktivinoda
Öhäkura, I felt I had discovered the
missing link that could integrate my
respect for the Christian tradition
with my Kåñëa faith. The purpose
of this article is similar: to help
Vedic followers gain a deeper appreciation of their own path, while
offering Christians a fresh look at
their faith from the perspective of
a Vedic follower.
The ultimate goal of both Christianity and Kåñëa consciousness is
the same: to help practitioners develop love of God, to raise them
from being materialists to becoming spiritualists and to assist them
in the journey back to the kingdom
of God. But are those teachings illumined equally in the Biblical and
Vedic literatures?
Let’s explore the insights offered
in the Christian and Vedic literatures regarding three subjects
whose knowledge is highly helpful
in developing our relationship with
God:
1. The soul and its existential

predicament.
2. God and His loving nature.
3. Devotion and its progressive
development.

THE SOUL

23

When the Bible talks about
what Adam did, it’s talking about
what we ourselves did. We were
there “in the beginning” ourselves, because, being God’s offspring and made in His image, we
are not material beings but spiritual beings. So we’re eternal.
That’s the very nature of spirit:
it never comes into being; it
never goes out of being. That’s
why in the Bhagavad-gétä the soul
is described not only as ajaù, “unborn,” and nityaù, “eternal,” but

There are several references to
the soul in the Bible, but its exact
nature is not clearly delineated.
Why does the soul fall into this
world?
The Biblical tradition tells the
story of Adam and Eve, in which
they fell from the Garden of Eden
due to their eating the forbidden
apple in disobedience to the order
of God. Due to Adam’s original sin,
all of humanity, having descended from
him, is considered implicated in sin
and is destined
to suffer in
material existence till it is
rescued by the
redeeming
grace of God.
This story
implies that all
of us are victimized by all
the sufferings
of
this
world—all the
earthquakes,
the cancers,
the wars—because, in the
remote past,
somebody else
ate the forbidden
apple.
Adam and Eve eating the forbidden apple.
That we be
sentenced to
also as puräëam, the oldest.
suffer for a sin we ourselves never
This means that all of us are
committed seems, to any thinking
primordial persons. When the
person, patently unjust.
Bible talks about Adam, then, it’s
ISKCON scholar Ravéndraactually talking about us. As a
adam and eve
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svarüpa Däsa offers an alternative
reading of the Adam story, a reading that also explains the cause of
our fall from the Vedic perspective:
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1: Birth of an individual.
2: His sinful actions.
3: His suffering in hell.
According to Christian understanding, for one life of sin, there is
punishment of eternal life in hell. According to Vedic understanding,
however, suffering in hell is only temporary. One gets another chance by
taking a new birth where he can reform himself.

1

matter of fact, “adam” is simple Hebrew for “man.” We
can all step forward and introduce ourselves with that
old palindrome: “Madam, I’m Adam.”
So we’re to blame. And what did we do? What’s our
sin at the root of it all?
We decided that we didn’t want to serve God but
wanted to become God ourselves. In other words, we
became envious of God and wanted to take His place.
That is our fall. And we are still fallen to this day
because we still have that attitude.

2

This understanding not only helps us understand what we originally did wrong, but also what
we need to do right to return back to God.
DO WE HAVE ONLY ONE
SHOT AT LIVING?
The widespread Christian notion is that if we
don’t surrender to God by accepting Jesus as our
savior in this brief lifetime, we will be sent to hell
to suffer for the rest of eternity. This notion militates against the fundamental premise of theology:
a loving, merciful God. After all, even ordinary
parents, out of their love for their children, give
them several chances to reform. So, does the claim
that the supreme parent God gives us only one
chance not limit His unlimited love?
The Vedic insights help us better fathom God’s
unlimited love for us. The Vedic understanding is
that we are souls, who in the human form of life
get the chance to revive our forgotten relationship with God. If we neglect or reject this opportunity, then, according to our desires and our
karma, we transmigrate from one body to another
in 8.4 million species till we eventually again come
back to the human form and get another chance.
If we still don’t use that chance, then we keep going through the transmigratory cycle and getting
chances to turn toward God—till we finally make
the right choice, return back to God and live happily
with Him forever.
The coherence of the Vedic understanding on
eschatology was appreciated even by Christian scholar
and pioneering Sanskritist Sir William Jones: “I am
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no Hindu but I hold the doctrine
of the Hindus concerning a future
state to be incomparably more rational, more pious and more likely
to deter men from vice than the
horrid opinions inculcated by the
Christians on punishment without
end.”
WHY DO BAD THINGS
HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE,
ESPECIALLY INNOCENT
CHILDREN?
This perplexing question, also
known as “the problem of evil”,
has been the bane of Christian theology. If we accept
the Christian claim that we
have had no lives before
the present one, then on
what basis are we given differing starting points for
our life’s journey? Why are
some people born in
wealth families, some in
poor families?
Although the Bible does
say, “As you sow, so shall you
reap,” the current Christian notion fails to help us understand
how this is happening. The Vedic
understanding of us as transmigrating souls helps us to see life
from a far broader perspective of
multiple lifetimes. Just as different
seeds are reaped after different
time durations, different actions
bear reactions after different time
durations—some immediately,
some later in the same lifetime and
some in a subsequent lifetime. The
karmic reactions that we carry over
from our past human lives determine the initial conditions of our
present lifetime.
Acceptance of the law of karma
is not fatalistic, creating feelings of
helplessness and impotence, as
some people misunderstand. Nor is
it psychologically damaging, creating haunting feelings of guilt, as

some others allege. Rather a mature
understanding of the impartial law
of karma is highly empowering, as
we understand that we still have
control over our lives. By harmonizing with the universal laws of action, as explained in the God-given
scriptures, we have the power to
create a bright future for ourselves,
no matter how bleak the present

ity, attributes and activities.
The Bible declares God to be the
supreme object of love, but how
does one love God without knowing Him? Can one love a concept
or a cipher? Not knowing how God
looks like, some Christians speculate that God, being the primeval
person, must be an old man with a
long beard. For example, in the celebrated Sistine Chapel located in
the Vatican City, the ceiling depicts God as an old man creating Adam, who, paradoxically, looks more handsome, healthy and lovable
than God.
Is self-existential
knowledge of God absent in the biblical tradition because God
being infinite is unknowable to us finite
beings? While God is
certainly infinite and so
unknowable to us by our
own efforts, an essential
aspect of God’s infinitude
and omnipotence is His ability to reveal Himself to us if
He so wills. To say that God
cannot make Himself known
An old God as depicted in Sistine Chapel.
to us is to limit Him.
God has made Himself
may seem to be. That’s why writer known as an all-attractive Supreme
W. Somerset Maugham wrote in Person through the Vedic scripThe Razor’s Edge, “Has it occurred tures. At first glance, the Vedic texts
to you that transmigration is at may seem polytheistic, thus making
once an explanation and a justifi- the Vedic gods appear to be like the
cation of the evil of the world? If pagan gods whose worship the Old
the evils we suffer are the result of Testament forbids. But a deep and
sins committed in our past lives, we guided study of the Vedic scriptures
can bear them with resignation and reveals that, though they contain
hope that if in this one we strive multifaceted rituals for multilevel
towards virtue, our future lives will forms of worship, they are conclube less afflicted.”
sively monotheistic. In the
Bhagavad-gita, Kåñëa is glorified as
WHO IS GOD?
the one Supreme God with epithets
In the Biblical tradition, there strikingly similar to the Biblical euis not much positive knowledge logies of God. For example, the
about God—His abode, personal- Bhagavad-gétä (10.32) states, “Of all
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creations I am the beginning and
the end and also the middle”, which
is akin to the biblical declaration,
“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and
the last.” (Revelations 22.13)
At this point, most Christians
will naturally wonder whether
Kåñëa can be equated with the Biblical God—especially when the
Bible does not state this. Let’s consider this point based on scripture
and logic:
1. Scripture: Jesus was crucified after only five years of preaching. That he had more things to
reveal is clearly seen from his own
statement, “I have yet many things
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now.” (John 16:12) Can
Christians be faithful to their own
tradition and still be open to wisdom from scriptures other than
their own? Such openness seems
evinced in the Biblical statement,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works.” (II Timothy 3:1617) This verse is traditionally interpreted by Christians to refer to “all
Biblical scriptures,” but perhaps the
ecumenical spirit evident in the
wording of the verse “all scripture”
suggests a broader openness.
2. Logic: If a student, who is
studying computer science at IIT
Mumbai, comes to know that computer science is taught in greater
detail at MIT, USA, will he restrict
himself to IIT or will he avail of the
education available at MIT? If he is
interested in computer science,
obviously, he will grab the opportunity to learn at MIT. Similarly, if
a seeker of God, who is developing
love of God in the Christian tradition, finds that greater knowledge
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Kåñëa displaying His universal form to Arjuna.

(Above & right) Various pastimes of God in His spiritual kingdom.
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of God is available in another tradition, the Vedic tradition, can he
not avail of that tradition to enrich
his knowledge of God and thus accelerate his love for God? Perhaps
helpful in clarifying one’s priorities
could be the soul-searching question: “Am I interested in Christianity or am I interested in God?”

existence. He saw all the
planets, stars, and universes as well as all living beings, whether celestial, terrestrial, or subterranean. When Kåñëa
was on earth He also exhibited His omnipotence by effortlessly
conquering numerous
powerful tyrants, who
were the scourges of the
universe.
Moreover, the quintessential Vedic text, the
Çrémad-Bhägavatam
(1.2.11), gives a profound tripartite ontology of God’s existential
greatness. God exists as
three simultaneous,
non-dual manifestations:
1. Brahman: A dazzling effulgence that
pervades all existence
2. Paramätmä: The localized personal expansion of God who resides
in the heart of all living beings and
in every atom
3. Bhagavän: The all-attractive
Supreme Person who resides in His
own abode in the spiritual world,
reciprocating eternal love with His
unlimited devotees.

GOD IS GREAT, BUT HOW?
The Biblical tradition repeatedly
declares God’s greatness, but does
not give much concrete description
of His greatness. On the other
hand, the Vedic description of
Kåñëa graphically demonstrates the
greatness of God. In the eleventh
chapter of the Bhagavad-gétä, Kåñëa
gives Arjuna a glimpse of His aweinspiring greatness by displaying His
universal form, one of the greatest
mystical visions in world literature.
Arjuna saw within the universal
form everything and everyone in

WHAT DOES GOD
DO IN HIS
KINGDOM?
The Abrahamic idea of God is
primarily as a judge who rewards
the pious and penalizes the impious. If that’s all God had to do eternally, even by earthly standards,
His life would be quite boring. But
devotional scriptures like ÇrémadBhägavatam explain that being a
judge is only a tiny part of God’s
multifaceted, nay omni-faceted,
personality. Kåñëa has His own life
of eternal love with His devotees

in His kingdom. There He delights,
not in exhibiting His godhood, but
in reciprocating His devotees’ love.
To facilitate the reciprocation of
pure love unimpeded by reverence,
Kåñëa, in His supreme abode of
love, plays the role of a mischievous
child and engages other devotees
to play the role of being His parents, relatives and friends. He also
arranges that His devotees are not
conscious that He is God; they see
Him only as the most special, sweet
member of their village. And He
plays that role to perfection. For example, with those devotees who
love Him in vatsalya-rasa (parental affection), He becomes an endearing naughty child who steals
butter from their houses. The
women complain to Kåñëa’s
mother, Yaçodä. Kåñëa artfully
feigns innocence, and Yaçodä is
mystified until telltale butter on
Kåñëa’s lips incriminates Him.
Skeptics who ask why God steals
miss the essence of His pastimes:
love. Besides, being God, Kåñëa
owns everything, so there’s no
question of His stealing anything.
Yet Kåñëa “steals” to have fun-filled
loving exchanges with His devotees.
To mistake a counterfeit note as
genuine is unfortunate, but to mistake a genuine note as counterfeit
is even more unfortunate. To mistake Kåñëa’s supramundane pastimes to be mundane, or worse still,
immoral, is to mistake the genuine
note—the selfless exchanges of divine love—to be counterfeit, the
self-seeking dealings of mundane
love.
The Vedic scriptures contain
vivid descriptions of many pastimes
of Kåñëa. Meditating on the pastimes of God makes awakening our
love for Him easy and joyful.
(please turn to page 29)
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KÅÑËA

CONSCIOUS REALIZATIONS FROM EVENTS OF DAILY LIFE

LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

Fusion
Religious harmony can exist only when we understand
the common thread that binds all religions.

by Yugävatära Däsa

I

was attending a function in my
college.
Students
were
presenting a musical show
named Fusion. Two students
playing
Indian
classical
instruments, and two others were

music. So how did you manage this
fusion?” The student told me, “Sir,
this fusion is only possible when you
respect the other person’s music
along with loving your own music.
Only then a sound pleasing to the

produced.
Last year I got a chance of
attending a spiritual discourse on
devotion given by a senior leader
of ISKCON. After the talk a
person asked, “You claim that God

Although there are different types of music, one should respect others while loving his own style.

playing western instruments. They
were nicely fusing the sounds of
these two different set of musical
instruments. After the show I spoke
with he student playing the Indian
classical instrument. I said, “I
thought as a follower of Indian
classical instruments you may not
be having any taste for western
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audience can be produced.”
That sentence really struck me
very hard. I started applying this
principle while dealing with people
of different religious faiths.
Although you love your own
religion, you should respect other
religions, and only then the Holy
sound which pleases God can be

is one. But then why did he create
so many religions? How should one
deal with other faiths?” The speaker
replied, “A dog always recognizes
his master irrespective of his
clothes. Sometimes the master
wears Indian clothes, sometimes he
wears suit and tie, and sometimes
he wears casual clothes. But that
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does not make any difference to the
dog. Similarly a sincere devotee of
the Lord always recognizes even
when He comes in different forms
for various religious faiths.”
I also distinctly remember
another incident that happened
during my secondary school. I had
to appear for my science exam, but
I had some doubts with certain
subjects. I couldn’t find my science
teacher, but I saw my science
teacher who taught me in my
primary school. Unsure whether
she could clear my doubts, I
approached her. But amazingly all
my doubts were nicely cleared.
Before leaving I asked her, “Can
you clear one more doubt that I
have? You teach science in the

primary school. But I see that you
know the concepts of science
taught in the secondary school too.
How is that possible?” She said,
“Actually your secondary school
teacher and I belong to the same
parent institute. We did our M.Sc.
in science together. Together we
joined this school. The principal
sometimes posts us for secondary

school and sometimes for primary
school. My posting at the primary
school does not mean that I do not
know the science taught in the
higher classes.”
Coming to Kåñëa consciousness
I
learned
about
various
representatives of God who come
to preach the message of Godhead.
Although they know the whole
science, they preached according
to the level of their followers just
like a science teacher teaches as per
the level of the students. Even in
Vedic religion, some representatives preached about difficult
methods like meditation, fire
sacrifice and Deity worship in the
previous yugas. Now as per time
they preach to chant the holy name
of God. Every preacher belongs to
the same paarent institute of God.
That is why precisely we see so many
similarities between all religions.
All religions describe about two
worlds: heaven and hell in
Christianity, Jannat and Jahannum
in Islam, and Vaikuëöha-loka and
Bhava-loka in Vedic religions. All
these religions describe that
chanting of God’s name is the only
way to escape form this material
world and reach the spiritual world.
When we see this common thread
binding all the religions of this
world, we enjoy this musical fusion
of the holy name. But if we miss the
link then there is no fusion but only
confusion and hatred.
Yugävatära Däsa is an Associate Professor in Anatomy in a medical college in Mumbai, and a regular contributor to BTG.

Kåñëa consciousness....
(Continued from page 13)
pushed upon us that says that surrender to Jesus is the only way, for
all time, Jesus simply said that he

was the way presently, at that time,
in Palestine—2,000 years ago. Jesus
was speaking to his contemporaries.”
Satyaräja Däsa, a disciple of Çréla
Prabhupäda, is a BTG associate
editor. He has written over twenty
books on Kåñëa consciousness and
lives near New York City. The following article has been compiled from
his book Kåñëa consciousness and
Christianity and other articles.

“There is much...
(Continued from page 27)
DEVOTION
Jesus emphasized that the commandment to love God as the supreme commandment, thus pointing unambiguously to the ultimate
destination of the spiritual journey.
How we go about developing that
love? And how do we know that
we are actually making progress
toward that goal? Biblical literature
talk about three levels of love: eros
(conjugal love), philadelphia
(brotherly love) and agape (divine
love), but there’s not much description about divine love. Certainly
Christian saints like St. Francis of
Assisi attained exalted levels of love
of God, but there’s not much of a
pathway delineated in the Biblical
tradition to help us follow their
footsteps. The Vedic scriptures are
unique among all the spiritual literatures in the world in providing
seekers the most detailed information about the landmarks on that
inward journey.
The nine principal landmarks,
as described in the devotional classics like the Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu
and the Mädhurya Kädambiné, are:
1. Çraddhä (faith): The spiritual
search begins with the basic faith
that the spiritual realm exists and
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can be verified through personal
experience.
2. Sädhu-saìga (association of
devotees): The spiritual seeker associates with and learns from advanced spiritualists, by their words
and examples, their guidance and
inspiration.
3. Bhajana-kriyä (adoption of
spiritual practices): The serious
seeker, under the guidance of a
spiritual master, rigorously adopts
devotional practices like mantra
meditation and abstains from immoral activities like meat-eating,
gambling, intoxication, and illicit
sex.
4. Anartha-nivåtti (removal of
impurities): The powerful spiritual
practices gradually free him from
self-destructive internal drives like
lust, anger, avarice, envy, arrogance, and illusion, just like the
heating of gold causes the separating away of impurities.
5. Niñöhä (conviction): This dramatic positive internal change
gradually elevates his initial tender
faith to an unshakable conviction,
which arguments and counter-arguments can no longer disturb.
6. Ruci (taste): One starts relishing chanting and the remembrance
of God due to the overwhelming
taste (pleasure) that the divine remembrance brings.
7. Äsakti (attachment): The
devotee now becomes attached,
addicted, to remembrance of God
and to chanting His holy names and
becomes absorbed in His divine
remembrance.
8. Bhäva (divine emotion): The
devotee experiences divine emotions for the Lord—joy, sorrow, anticipation, disappointment—far
more intensely than the emotions
a worldly lover experiences for a
beloved.
9. Prema (spiritual love): When
these emotions mature into pure,
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selfless, undistracted love for God,
then that love restores our spiritual
vision, by which we can see Him,
who is love personified, the supremely loving and lovable person,
God, Kåñëa.
These nine stages are further divided into many more stages, thus
helping seekers to precisely understand where they are situated and
what they need to do to move forward. And the Vedic literatures also
provide the seeker with powerful
vehicles for the inward journey like
yoga, meditation and, especially for
our current age, the chanting of
the holy names of God. Equipped
with this clear map and efficient vehicle, thousands of people from the
West and the East are embarking
on and relishing the inward journey. Their divine delight is evident
both in their sustained abstinence
from all immoral indulgences, as
also in their exuberant public dancing while chanting the holy names
of their beloved Lord.
AFTERWORD
A pocket dictionary and an unabridged dictionary are both meant
to help learn English, but the unabridged dictionary enables us to go
into greater detail and depth. Similarly, both the Biblical literatures
and the Vedic literatures are both
meant to help us develop knowledge of and love for God, but the
Vedic literatures help us to go into
greater detail and depth. When our
intellects are convinced philosophically about our existential predicament and about God’s insuperable
greatness and our hearts are
flooded with memories of God’s
sweet dealings with devotees, it becomes much easier to offer our
heart’s love and surrender to God,
saying, as did Jesus, “Let Thy will
be done, not mine.”
Evidently Jesus had many more

things to say, but feared that his followers could not bear them then.
When some of those things are revealed through the Vedic literatures,
perhaps some of his modern followers may be able to bear them now.

Mutual Assured...
(Continued from page 32)
There is no need for self-realized
souls to live in a secluded place.
Perfect self-realized souls, engaged
in the service of the Lord, are unafraid of mäyä, just as law-abiding
citizens of a state never fear the
police. Such fearless devotees of
God always speak scientifically
about the existence of God, even
at the risk of death. Such devotees
of God feel compassion for the
mass of people, who have completely forgotten the Supreme
Lord and who engage in the false
pursuit of happiness that ends in
the sense pleasures enjoyed by the
hogs and dogs.”
— Çyämänanda Däsa
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Fasting for Saphalä Ekädaçé
13 Dec: Päraëa timings (Mumbai)—07:03 am–
10:42 am
14 Dec: Çré Maheça Paëòita Disappearance, Çré
Uddhäraëa Datta Öhäkura Disappearance
17 Dec: Çré Locana Dasa Thakura Appearance
19 Dec: Çré Jéva Gosvämi Disappearance, Çré
Jagadéça Paëòita Disappearance
28 Dec: Çuddha Ekädaçé, Fasting for Putrada
Ekädaçé
29 Dec: Päraëa timings (Mumbai)—07:11–09:25 am
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11 Jan: Päraëa timings (Mumbai)—after 11:03 am
14 Jan: Makara-saìkränti (Sun enters Capricorn)
15 Jan: Gaìgä-sägara-mela
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EDITORIAL

MUTUAL ASSURED DELIVERANCE

T

his issue discusses the Vaiñnava viewpoint on
Lord Jesus Christ. Why? Precisely because he
is revered as a messenger from the Supreme
Lord Himself. The Vedas call such persons çaktyäveçaavatära (çakti: Lord’s potency and aveça: one who is
bestowed).
In a lecture given by Çréla Prabhupäda at La Trobe
University in Melbourne, Australia, in 1974, he explained, “Kåñëa consciousness movement is not a sentimental religious system. It is science and philosophy.
The attempt is to awaken God consciousness. God is
neither Christian nor Hindu nor Muslim. God is God.
There may be angles of vision to approach God, but
God is one. Therefore our attempt is that you become
God conscious. Don't be limited by Christianism or
Hinduism or Muhammadanism.”
The real formula is this: First-class religion is defined as that system by which the follower becomes a
lover of God.
You can approach this goal by accepting Christianity or Hinduism or Islam. If you understand what God
is and if you know what your relationship with God
is—in this way your goal of life, how to learn to love
God, is achieved—then it doesn’t matter through
which religion you achieve that perfection. But if you
can achieve that perfection, that system is perfect.
Since Jesus exhibited the potency of God while he
was present on the planet and continues to do so, anyone following his system authentically can achieve
success in spiritual life. As is commonly observed,
someone getting his Masters in chemical engineering
from an institute in India may further proceed to the
USA for his doctorate. The chemistry taught there
does not contain different laws but the student has
access to superior tools.
When Çréla Prabhupäda first arrived in London,
newspaper reporters asked him, “Why have you come
here?” Prabhupäda immediately replied, “To teach
what you have forgotten: God.” Çréla Prabhupäda did
not bring “another religion” from the East to compete with those of the West. Rather, he gave the West
what it had never known before: Kåñëa is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and is known by various
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names. Westerners had a vague idea of God, but they
knew nothing of Kåñëa. First they had imagined God
to be an angry old man. Later they took Him to be
either dead or at best an impersonal “force.”
How can a devotee of Kåñëa understand the position of Lord Jesus Christ?
In one of his essay’s Çréla Prabhupäda quotes Dr.
Radhakrishnan’s comment on the Bible:
“The doctrine of the Incarnation agitated the
Christian world a great deal. Arioes maintained that
the Son is not the equal of the Father but created by
Him. The view that they are not distinct but only different aspects of one Being is the theory of Sabellius.
The former emphasized the distinctness of the Father
and the Son and the latter their oneness. The view
that finally prevailed was that the Father and the Son
were equal and of the same substance; they were, however, distinct persons. (Introductory Essay, p. 35)
Then Çréla Prabhupäda comments as follows:
“These words vaguely describe the philosophy of simultaneously oneness and difference; therefore we
acknowledge it. Jesus, the son of God, is a jéva, a separated part of the Supreme Godhead. But the jéva is
also spiritual, and hence Jesus is qualitatively the same
as the Supreme Lord. But the son can never be equal
to the Father in all respects; that is to say, the jéva is
never on the same platform as the Supreme Lord. Also,
all the jévas are separate individuals. And just as each
jéva is a unique personality, so God is also a unique
personality, but the difference is that He is absolute.
By describing the Lord as impersonal and formless,
one loses sight of His perfect wholeness.”
During the Cold War era scientists had warned of
Mutual Assured Destruction (very aptly shortened to
MAD). Now there is an opportunity of Mutual Assured Deliverance, provided spiritually minded people
join hands, come out of their secluded places, and
preach the science of God, to prevent the rapid growth
of atheism.
The warning is already there, and responsible leaders of religious sects must meet together and form a
common platform of a league of devotees of the Lord.
(please turn to page 30)
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