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FOUNDER'S LECTURE

YOQA

Making Friends with the Mind

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

bandhur atmarmanas tasya yenatmaivarmand jitah
andatmanas tu Satrutve vartetarmaiva Satruvat

“For him who has conquered his mind, it is the best of friends. But for one who has
failed to do so, his very mind will be the greatest enemy.” (Bhagavad-gita 6.6)
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he whole purpose of the yoga

system is to make the mind our

friend. The mind in material
contact is our enemy, just like the mind
of a person in a drunken condition. In
Caitanya caritamrta [Madhya 20.117],
it is said, krsna bhuli’ sei jiva anadi-
bahirmukha ataeva maya tare deya
samsara-duhkha. “Forgetting Krsna,
the living entity has been attracted by
the Lord’s external feature from time
immemorial. Therefore, the illusory
energy [maya] gives him all kinds of
misery in his material existence.” [ am
a spiritual soul, part and parcel of the
Supreme Lord, but as soon as my mind
is contaminated I rebel, because [ have
a little independence. “Why shall I
serve Krsna, or God? I am God.”
When this idea is dictated from the
mind, my whole situation turns. I come
under a false impression, an illusion,
and my whole life is spoiled. So, we
are trying to conquer so many things-
empires, and so on-but if we fail to
conquer our minds, then even if we
conquer an empire we are failures. Our
very mind will be our greatest enemy.

PURPOSE OF YOGA

The purpose of practicing eightfold
yoga is to control the mind in order to
make it a friend in discharging the
human mission. Unless the mind is
controlled, the practice of yoga is sim-
ply a waste of time; it is simply for
show. One who cannot control his
mind lives always with the greatest
enemy, and thus his life and its mis-
sion are spoiled. The constitutional
position of the living entity is to carry
out the order of the superior. As long
as one’s mind remains an unconquered
enemy, one has to serve the dictations
of lust, anger, avarice, illusion, and so
on. But when the mind is conquered,
one voluntarily agrees to abide by the
dictation of the Personality of
Godhead, who is situated within the
heart of everyone as the Supersoul
(Paramatma). Real yoga practice en-
tails meeting the Paramatma within
the heart and then following His dic-
tation. For one who takes to Krsna

consciousness directly, perfect surren-
der to the dictation of the Lord fol-
lows automatically.
jitatmanah prasantasya
paramatma samdahitah
sitosna-sulkha-duhkhesu
tatha mandapamanayoh

“For one who has conquered the
mind, the Supersoul is already reached,
for he has attained tranquility. To such
a man happiness and distress, heat and
cold, honor and dishonor are all the
same.” [Bg. 6.7]

Actually, every living entity is in-
tended to abide by the dictation of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who
is seated in everyone’s heart as
Paramatma. When the mind is misled
by the external energy, one becomes
entangled in material activities.
Therefore, as soon as one’s mind is
controlled through one of the yoga
systems, one is to be considered as
having already reached the destina-
tion. One has to abide by superior dic-
tation. When one’s mind is fixed on
the superior nature, he has no other
alternative but to follow the dictation
of the Supreme. The mind must ad-
mit some superior dictation and fol-
low it. The effect of controlling the
mind is that one automatically fol-
lows the dictation of the Paramatma,
or Supersoul. Because this transcen-
dental position is at once achieved by
one who is in Krsna consciousness, the
devotee of the Lord is unaffected by
the dualities of material existence like
distress and happiness, cold and heat,
and so on. This state is practical
samadhi, or absorption in the Supreme.

jiana-vijidana-typtatma
kitta-stho vijitendriyah
yukta ity ucyate yogi

sama-lostrasma-kaficanah

“A person is said to be established
in self-realization and is called a yogi,
or mystic, when he is fully satisfied by
virtue of acquired knowledge and re-
alization. Such a person is situated in
transcendence and is self-controlled.
He sees everything—whether it be
pebbles, stones, or gold—as the same.”

[Bg. 6.8]

Unless the
mind is
controlled, the
practice of
yoga is simply
a waste of
time; it is sim-
ply for show.
One who can-
not control his
mind lives
always with
the greatest
enemy, and
thus his life
and its mis-
sion are
spoiled.

UNDERSTANDING GOD

Bookish knowledge without real-
ization of the Supreme Truth is use-
less. In the Padma Purana this is stated
as follows:

atah $ri-krsna-namadi
na bhaved grahyam indriyaih
sevonmukhe hi jihvadau
svayam eva sphuraty adah

“No one can understand the tran-
scendental nature of the name, form,
qualities, and pastimes of Sri Krsna
through his materially contaminated
senses. Only when one becomes spiri-
tually saturated by transcendental ser-
vice to the Lord are the transcenden-
tal name, form, quality, and pastimes
of the Lord revealed to him.”

This is very important. Now, we
accept Krsna as the Supreme Lord.
And why do we accept that Krsna is
the Supreme Lord? Because it is stated
in the Vedic literature. The Brahma-
sathhita for example, says, iSvarah
paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-
vigrahah: “The supreme controller is
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When we offer
Krsna food
according to
the ritualistic
process, we
see that the
taste of the
food changes
immediately.
This is
practical. So
God eats, but
because He is
full in Himself,
He does not eat
like us

Krsna, who has an eternal, blissful,
spiritual body.” Those who are in the
modes of passion and ignorance sim-
ply imagine the form of God. And
when they are confused, they say, “Oh,
there is no personal God. The Abso-
lute is impersonal or void.” This is frus-
tration.

Actually, God has a form. Why
not? The Vedanta-sttra says, janmady
asya yatah: “The Supreme Absolute
Truth is that from whom or from
which everything emanates.” Now, we
have forms. And not only we but all
the different kinds of living entities
have forms. Wherefrom have they
come! Wherefrom have these forms
originated?! These are very common-
sense questions. If God is not a per-
son, then how have His sons becomes
petrsons? If my father is not a person,
how have [ become a person? If my
father has no form, wherefrom did |
get my form? Nonetheless, when
people are frustrated, when they see
that their bodily form is troublesome,
they develop an opposite conception
of form and imagine that God must
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be formless. But the Brahma-samhita
says no. God has a form, but His form
is eternal, full of knowledge and bliss
(iSvarah paramah kysnah sac-cid-
ananda-vigrahah). Sat means “eter-

nity,” cit means “knowledge,” and

ananda means “pleasure.” So God has
a form, but His form is full of plea-
sure, full of knowledge, and eternal.

Now, let’s compare our body to
God'’s. Our body is neither eternal nor
full of pleasure nor full of knowledge.
So our form is clearly different from
God'’s. But as soon as we think of form,
we think the form must be like ours.
Therefore, we think that since God
must be the opposite of us, He must
have no form. This is speculation, how-
ever, not knowledge. As it is said in
the Padma Purana, atah §ri-kysna-
namddi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih:
“One cannot understand the form,
name, quality, or paraphernalia of God
with one’s material senses.” Our senses
are imperfect, so how can we specu-
late on the Supreme Perfect? It is not
possible.

SEEING GOD

Then how is it possible to see Him?
Sevonmukhe hi jihvadau: if we train
our senses, if we purify our senses, those
purified senses will help us see God. It
is just as if we had cataracts on our
eyes. Because our eyes are suffering
from cataracts, we cannot see. But this
does not mean that there is nothing
to be seen-only that we cannot see.
Similarly, now we cannot conceive of
the form of God, but if our cataracts
are removed, we can see Him. The
Brahma-samhita says, premafijana-
cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena santah
sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti: “The
devotees whose eyes are anointed with
the love-of-God ointment see God,
Krsna within their hearts twenty-four
hours a day.” So, we require to purify
our senses. Then we'll be able to un-
derstand what the form of God is,
what the name of God is, what the
qualities of God are, and what the
paraphernalia of God is, and we'll be
able to see God in everything.

The Vedic literatures are full of
references to God’s form. For example,
it is said that God has no hands or
legs, but that He can accept anything
you offer: apani-pado javano grhita.
Also, it is said that God has no eyes
or ears, but that He can see everything
and hear everything. So, these are ap-
parent contradictions, because when-
ever we think of someone seeing, we
think he must have eyes like ours. This
is our material conception. Factually,
however, God does have eyes, but His
eyes are different from ours. He can
see even in the darkness, but we can-
not. God can hear, also. God is in His
kingdom, which is millions and mil-
lions of miles away, but if we are whis-
pering something—conspiracy—He
can hear it, because He is sitting within
us.

So, we cannot avoid God’s seeing
or God’s hearing or God’s touching.
In the Bhagavad-gita [9.26] Lord
Krsna says,

patram puspar phalam toyarm

yo me bhaktya prayacchati
tad aham bhakty-upahytam
asnami prayatdatmanah

“If somebody offers Me flowers,
fruits, vegetables, or water with devo-
tional love, I accept and eat it.” Now,
how is He eating? We cannot see Him
eat, but He is eating. We experience
this daily: when we offer Krsna food
according to the ritualistic process, we
see that the taste of the food changes
immediately. This is practical. So God
eats, but because He is full in Himself,
He does not eat like us. If someone
offers me a plate of food, I may finish
it, but God is not hungry, so when He
eats He leaves the things as they are.
Purnasya purnam adaya purnam
evavasisyate: God is so full that He
can eat all the food that we offer and
still it remains as it is. He can eat with
His eyes. This is stated in the Brahma-
sathhita. Angani yasya sakalendriya-
vrttimanti: “Every limb of the body of
God has all the potencies of the other
limbs.” For example, we can see with
our eyes, but we cannot eat with our
eyes. But if God, simply sees the food



we have offered, that is His eating.
Of course, these things cannot be
understood by us at the present mo-
ment. Therefore, the Padma Purana
says that only when one becomes spiri-
tuaﬂy saturated by transcendental ser-
vice to the Lord are the transcenden-
tal name, form, qualities, and pastimes
of the Lord revealed to him. We can-
not understand God by our own en-
deavor, but God can reveal Himself to
us. Trying to see God by our own ef-
forts is just like trying to see the sun
when it is dark outside. If we say, “Oh,
I have a very strong flashlight, and I
shall search out the sun,” we will not
be able to see it. But in the morning,
when the sun rises out of its own will,
we can see it. Similarly, we cannot see
God by our own endeavor, because our
senses are all imperfect. We have to
purify our senses and wait for the time
when God will be pleased to reveal
Himself before us. This is the process
of Krsna consciousness. We cannot
challenge, “Oh, my dear God, my dear
Krsna, You must come before me. [
shall see You.” No, God is not our or-
der supplier, our servant. When He is
pleased with us, we'll see Him.

ACQUIRING THE
GRACE OF KRSNA

So, our yoga process tries to please
(God, so that He will be revealed to us.
That is the real yoga process. With-
out this process, people are accepting
so many nonsensical “Gods.” Because
people cannot see God, anybody who
says “I am God” is accepted. No one
knows who God is. Somebody may say,
“l am searching after truth,” but he
must know what truth is. Otherwise,
how will he search out truth? Suppose
[ want to purchase gold? I must know
what gold is, or at least have some
experience of it. Otherwise, people will
cheat me. So, people are being
cheated—accepting so many rascals as
God—Dbecause they do not know what
God is. Anyone can come and say, “I
am God,” and some rascal will accept
him as God. The man who says “I am
God” is a rascal, and the man who

accepts him as God is also a rascal.
God cannot be known like this. One
has to qualify himself to see God, to
understand God. That is Krsna con-
sciousness. Sevonmukhe hi jihvadau
svayam eva sphuraty adah: if we en-
gage ourselves in the service of the
Lord, then we’ll become qualified to
see God. Otherwise, it is not possible.
Now, this Bhagavad-gita is the sci-
ence of Krsna consciousness. No one
can become Krsna conscious simply by
mundane scholarship. Simply because
one has some titles—M.A., B.A.,
Ph.D.—that does not mean he’ll un-
derstand the Bhagavad-gita. This is a
transcendental science, and one re-
quires different senses to understand
it. So one has to purify his senses by
rendering service to the Lord. Other-
wise, even if one is a great scholar-a
doctor or a Ph.D.—he will make mis-
takes in trying to find out what Krsna
is. He will not understand—it is not
possible. This is why Krsna appears in
the material world as He is. Although
He is unborn {ajo ‘pi sann avyayatma),
He comes to make us know who God
is. But since He is not personally
present now, to know Him one must
be fortunate enough to associate with
a person who is in pure Krsna con-
sciousness. A Krsna conscious person
has realized knowledge, by the grace
of Krsna, because He is satisfied with
pure devotional service. So we have to
acquire the grace of Krsna. Then we
can understand Krsna, then we can
see Krsna, then we can talk with
Krsna-then we can do everything.
Krsna is a person. He is the supreme
person. That is the Vedic injunction:
nityo nityandm cetanas cetanandm-—
“We are all eternal persons, and God
is the supreme eternal person.” Now,
being encaged within this body, we are
meeting birth and death. But actually,
we have no birth and death at all, be-
cause we are eternal spiritual souls.
According to our work, according to
our desire, we are transmigrating from
one kind of body to another, another,

and another. Yet actually, we have no
birth and death. As explained in the

SANSKRIT
PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

[ndians grudgingly blame English
language for spoiling the
pronunciation of Sanskrit syllables.
E.g. T and 91 in Sanskrit becomes
Rama and Krishna in English with
an extra trailing accent on ‘a’. To
eliminate such confusion we use a
system of transliteration that lets us
know how to say each word.
Pronounce short a like the u in but,
long a like the a in far (and held
twice as long as the short a).
Pronounce e like the a in evade, long
i like the i in pique. Pronounce the
vowel r like the ri in rim, and ¢ like
the ch in chair. Pronounce
consonants like ch, jh, and dh as in
staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-
hot. Pronounce s and § like sh. So for
Krsna say KRISHNA, for Caitanya
say CHAITANYA.
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Bhagavad-gita [2.20], na jayate mriyate
va: “The living entity never takes birth,
nor does he ever die.” Similarly, God
is also eternal. Nityo nityandam cetanas
cetananam: “God is the supreme liv-
ing entity among all living entities,
and He is the supreme eternal person

July 2006 e BACK TO GODHEAD 35




The Bhagavatam
says that real
religion must be
ahaituki and
apratihata: with-
out selfish moti-
vation and with-
out any impedi-
ment. If we can
practice such a
system of reli-
gious principles,
then we’ll find
that we are
happy in all re-
spects. Other-
wise there is no
possibility of
happiness.

among eternal persons.” So, by prac-
ticing Krsna consciousness, by purify-
ing our senses, we can reestablish our
eternal relationship with the supreme
eternal person, the complete eternal
petson. Then we will see God.

Through realized knowledge, one
becomes perfect. Through transcen-
dental knowledge one can remain
steady in his convictions, but with
mere academic knowledge one can be
easily deluded and confused by appar-
ent contradictions. It is the realized
soul who is actually self-controlled,
because he is surrendered to Krsna.
And he is transcendental, because he
has nothing to do with mundane
scholarship. For him, mundane schol-
arship and mental speculation (which
may be as good as gold to others) are
of no greater value than pebbles or
stones.

Even if one is illiterate, even if he
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does not know the ABC’s, he can re-
alize God—provided he engages him-
self in submissive, transcendental lov-
ing service to God. On the other hand,
although one is a very learned scholar,
he may not be able to realize God. God
is not subject to any material condi-
tion, because He is the Supreme Spirit.
Similarly, the process of realizing God
is also not subject to any material con-
dition. It is not true that because one
is a poor man, he cannot realize God,
or because one is a very rich man, he
shall realize God. No. God is beyond
our material conditions (apratihata).
In the Srimad- Bhagavatam [1.2.6] it
is said, sa vai pumsam paro dharmo
vato bhaktir adhoksaje: “That religion
is first-class which helps one advance
his devotional service and love of

God.”

FIRST CLASS RELIGION

The Bhagavatam does not mention
that the Hindu religion is first-class
or the Christian religion is first-class
or the Muhammadan religion is first-
class or some other religion is first-class.
The Bhagavatam says that that reli-
gion is first-class which helps one ad-
vance his devotional service and love
of God. That’s all. This is the defini-
tion of a first-class religion. We do not
analyze that one religion is first-class
or that another religion is last-class.
Of course, there are three qualities in
the material world (goodness, passion,
and ignorance), and religious concep-
tions are created according to these
qualities. But the purpose of religion
is to understand God, and to learn how
to love God. Any religious system, if
it teaches one how to love God, is first-
class. Otherwise, it is useless. One may
prosecute his religious principles very
rigidly and very nicely, but if his love
of God is nil, if his love of matter is
simply enhanced, then his religion is
no religion.

In the same verse, the Bhagavatam
says that real religion must be ahaituki
and apratihatd: without selfish moti-
vation and without any impediment.

If we can practice such a system of
religious principles, then we'll find
that we are happy in all respects. Oth-
erwise there is no possibility of happi-
ness. Sa vai purhsam paro dharmo yato
bhaktir adhoksaje. One of God’s names
is Adhoksaja. Adhoksaja means “one
who conquers all materialistic at-
tempts to be seen.” Aksaja means “di-
rect perception by experimental
knowledge,” and adhah means “un-
reachable.” So, we cannot understand
God by experimental knowledge. No.
We have to learn of Him in a differ-
ent way—by submissive aural recep-
tion of transcendental sound and by
the rendering of transcendental lov-
ing service. Then we can understand
God.

So, a religious principle is perfect
if it teaches us how to develop our love
for the Godhead. But our love must
be without selfish motive. If I say, “I
love God because He supplies me very
nice things for my sense gratification,”
that is not love. Real love is without
any selfish motive (ahaituki) . We must
simply think, “God is great; God is my
father. It is my duty to love Him.”
That’s all. No exchange—"0Oh, God
gives me my daily bread; therefore I
love God.” No. God gives daily bread
even to the animal—the cats and
dogs. God is the father of everyone,
and He supplies food to everyone. So,
appreciating God because He gives me
bread-that is not love. Love is with-
out motive. I must think, “Even if God
does not supply me daily bread, 'll love
Him.” This is real love. As Caitanya
Mahaprabhu says, aslisya va pada-
ratam pinastu mam adarSandn
marma-hatam karotu va: “O Lord, You
may embrace me, or You may trample
me down with Your feet. Or You may
never come before me, so that [ be-
come brokenhearted without seeing
You. Still, [ love You.” This is pure love
of God. When we come to this stage
of loving God, then we’ll find ourselves
full of pleasure. Just as God is full of
pleasure, we'll also be full of pleasure.

This is perfection. @
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ETERNAL LIFE OR ETERNAL LIE
Now scientists are proclaiming that

in the coming few decades average
human age will increase to 300 years
and after that man will become im-
mortal. Scientists will replace dead
human tissues by living, and ultimately
by genetic engineering the mechanism
for old age will be eradicated. Thus,
man will defeat death. Is it possible?
Ms Chitra Gautam

New Delhi

OUR REPLY: Generally, speak-
ing we have seen that within the last
century the average age of human be-
ings has gone down. The scriptures
confirm this decline. “Then, O King,
duration of life, religion, truthfulness,
cleanliness, tolerance, mercy, physi-
cal strength and memory will all di-
minish day by day because of the pow-
erful influence of the age of Kali.”
(S.B. 12.2.1) An example of dimin-
ishing power is the armors of war-
riors of previous centuries. They are
so heavy for the present generation
that one can hardly raise himself
after wearing them, what to speak
of fighting in battlefield.

There have been many claims by
the scientists, in past, which made
sensation at one point of time, but
now have been brushed aside. No one
talks about them anymore. For ex-
ample- artificial intelligence, the idea
that one-day machine will excel hu-
mans in intelligence. Today some sci-
entists admit that it is even difficult
to understand the brain and behav-
ior of a tiny ant, what to speak of
understanding the much more com-
plex human brain.

Therefore, there may be tall claims,
but one who is broadminded will put
equal weight on other avenues of
knowledge- for example the scriptures.
Lord Krsna clearly describes in

Bhagavad-gita that one who has
taken birth is sure to die (Bg. 2.27).
Eternity is admitted in scriptures, but
not of a material body but of the spirit
soul. What to speak of this body
made up of material elements, all the
scientists know it well that even the
sun, which is source of our very life,
is going to die one day!

FLAT EARTH
In Atharva Veda it is explained
that the earth is flat. However, ac-
cording to modern science the earth
is a sphere. Kindly clarify.
Tridev V. Shirodkar
Belgaum.

OUR REPLY: We, the
Vaisnavas, specialize in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, which is a natural
commentary by Vyasadeva, the au-
thor of the Vedas. Herein also, you
will find the earth as being men-
tioned as a part of a disc like
Bhumandala system.

However, careful studies reveal
that this disc is a projection of dif-
ferent planetary systems on to a
plane. It is like mapping points on
the surface of a sphere to points on
a plane. We can use this method to
map a modern Earth globe onto a
plane, and the resulting flat projec-
tion is called a planisphere. Such
projections help in clearer percep-
tions to human brains. It is easier to
read a planer model than a multi-
dimensional one.

Although the Bhagavatam doesn’t
explicitly describe the earth as a globe,
it does so indirectly. For example, it
points out that night prevails dia-
metrically opposite to a point where
it is day. Likewise, the sun sets at a
point opposite where it rises. If earth
were a plane there would be day ev-
erywhere at one point of time, and
similatly, there would be night every-
where at another point of time. There
cannot be day and night simulta-
neously at one point of time. There-
fore, the Bhagavatam, which is a re-

Vaisnava Calendar for

the Month of July 2006

1 Jul 2006 Saturday : Sri
Vakresvara Pandita —
Disappearance

7 Jul 2006 Friday : Fasting for
Sayana Ekadast

8 Jul 2006 Saturday : Break
fast(Mumbai) 06:07 - 10:31

11 Jul 2006 Tuesday : Guru
(Vyasa) Purnima, Srila Sanatana
Gosvami Disappearance. First
month of Caturmasya begins.
(Fast from s$ak, green leafy
vegetables, for one month.)
(Caturmasya is not observed
during Purusottama Adhika
Masa.)

15 Jul 2006 Saturday : Srila
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami —
Disappearance

17 Jul 2006 Monday : Karka
Sankranti (Sun enters Cancer)

18 Jul 2006 Tuesday : Srila
Lokanatha Gosvami —
Disappearance

19 Jul 2006 Wednesday : The
incorporation of ISKCON in New
York
21 Jul 2006 Friday : Fasting for
Kamika Ekadasi
22 Jul 2006 Saturday : Break fast
(Mumbai) 06:12 - 08:22
29 Jul 2006 Saturday : Sri

Raghunandana Thakura —
Disappearance

Sri Vamsidasa Babaji —

Disappearance

fined version of the Vedas, does not
present the naive view that the earth
is flat. @

(For more details,

www.sacreduniverse.com)
Please write to us at :
Back to Godhead, Amrut Industrial
Estate, 3" floor, Western express high-
way, Mira road (E) 401 104.
email : BTGINDIA@pamho.net

Answers to the letters were written

by Radhavallabha Dasa, M. Tech., 1IT.

visit
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Modern day secularism is nothing but veiled atheism
and it can never bring about peace in the world.

By Candrasekhara Acarya Dasa

“...Kick out secularism. Kick out
secularism.” [Srila Prabhupada,
Aligarh, October 1976]

he French diplomatic

magazine ‘Label France’

recently published an article
entitled “One hundred years of
secularism ‘A la Francaise.” ” Since
February 2005, France is supposedly
celebrating the one hundredth
anniversary of the law of 1905, which
officially separates the Catholic
Church from the State. In the article,
the author claims that secularism is
not a weapon used against religion. On
the contrary, he says, “Secularism
facilitates the peaceful co-existence of
all spiritual convictions.” Alongside, he
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mentions the law of March 2004,
which states, “In schools, high-schools
and colleges, the wearing of symbols
ot clothes by which the students may
express any religious belonging is
forbidden.” Finally, he proclaims that
the law of 1905 is ‘simply the
affirmation of the principle of the
French Republic, which guarantees to
one and all the freedom to practice
the religion of his or her choice.’

However, this question may be
raised: What is the most important
duty of a government towards its
citizens? Is it not to uphold religious
principles?

According to the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the government must
imperatively make sure that the

citizens are properly engaged in their
prescribed duties, both material and
spiritual.
The Bhagavatam states :
yasya rdstre pure caiva
bhagavan yajfia-purusah
ijyate svena dharmena
janair varnasramanvitaih
“The king is supposed to be pious
in whose state and cities the general
populace strictly observes the system
of eight social orders of varna and
asrama, and where all citizens engage
in worshiping the Supreme Personality
of Godhead by their particular
occupations.” [SB 4.14.18]
In Mayapur in March 1976, the
Back to Godhead staff asked Srila
Prabhupada the same question:




BTG: What is the actual duty of
the government?

Srila Prabhupada: To understand
what God wants and to see that society
works toward that aim. Then people
will be happy. But if the people work
in the wrong direction, how can they
be happy? The government’s duty is
to see that they are working in the
right direction. The right direction is
to know God and to act according to
His instructions. But if the leaders
themselves do not believe in the
supremacy of God, and if they do not
know what God wants to do, or what
He wants us to do, then how can there
be good government? The leaders are
misled, and they are misleading others.
That is the chaotic condition in the
world today. ... They’re manufacturing
their own way of governing. And that
is their defect. They will never be
successful. They are imperfect, and if
they go on manufacturing their own
ways and means, they will remain
imperfect. There will always be
revolutions—one after another. There
will be no peace.”

In a conversation in Atlanta in
March 1975, Srila Prabhupada said,

“... The duty of the state, duty of
the father, duty of the teacher,
everyone, those who are guardians—
they should teach their subordinates
how to become faithful to God. This
one qualification will make them
perfect. That is not being done.
Everyone is godless mostly. And
therefore there are problems, chaotic
condition. Nobody is abiding by the
supreme law. Everyone is creating his
own law.”

STATE’S DEFINITION
OF SECULARISM

Government officials affirm that
secularism is not meant to deny
religion, or to establish atheism. The
first article of the law of 1905 even
declares, “The Republic assures
freedom of thought. The Republic
assures the unimpeded practice of all
cults.”

However, we observe that the so-
called “unimpeded practice of all cults”
is fully prohibited in schools. Indeed,
not only does the government forbid
students to wear any religious insignia,
but also, more dangerously, it
categorically rejects from the official
curriculum any notion of the existence
of God, of a divine creation, or of the
existence of the soul. In some places,
a few courses on world religions are
taught, out of diplomatic convenience.
But the overwhelming authority of the
atheistic paradigm nevertheless rules
the classrooms. Undeniably, the
government teaches students that the
‘Big Bang’, chemical evolution,
Darwinism etc., are actual facts.

In brief, the government teaches
atheism.

In 1883, the famous philosopher
Jules Ferry wrote to all the French
school teachers : “The law must first
and foremost distinguish between two
domains which have been confused
with one another for too long, namely
beliefs, which are personal, subjective,
variable, and, on the other hand,
knowledge, which is common and
indispensable to one and all.”

Here, Ferry reveals the prejudice,
which lies at the foundation of
secularism, namely the conviction that
atheism is knowledge, and not belief.
If the government maintains that it
ensures the equality between all
beliefs, it forgets that atheism is itself
also a belief!

The fact is that the government
leaders are themselves atheistic and
want to keep everyone else the same
way. Under the garb of secularism,
they forbid any religious exhibition in
the schools, both in the dress code and
in the curriculum.

Srila Prabhupada says, “All the
education, its propaganda is how to
make the world godless.” [Morning
Conversation, April 11,1977, Mumbai.]
Elsewhere, Srila Prabhupada reminds
us, “[In Kali Yuga] systematically there
is propaganda by a section of people
to stop glorification of the name and

Indeed, not only
does the
government
forbid students to
wear any
religious insignia,
but also, more
dangerously, it
categorically
rejects from the
official
curriculum any
notion of the
existence of God,
of a divine
creation, or of the
existence of the
soul

fame of the Supreme Lord.”
[SB 1.5.11]

FLAWS OF SECULARISM

From an outsider’s angle of vision,
one may put forth the argument that
since there exist so many religions,
each one possessing very different
beliefs and practices, isn’t it wiser to
teach an atheistic curriculum, thus
remaining neutral, in order to avoid
any type of favoritism towards any one
religion? The answer is “No.” To
repress religious sentiments, to ignore
sacred scriptures, and to affirm the so-
called authenticity of the atheistic
scientific theories does not represent
a neutral stance at all. It is not simply
by forbidding students to outwardly
express their faith that the government
can maintain peace and equality. The
dress code is, after all, an external
consideration. Certainly, what is the
use of dressing the same way at school
if we kill each other in the street? The
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issue lies deeper than silk scarves and
metal crosses. Similarly, excluding all
notions of God in the curriculum does
not guarantee that students of various
religions will adopt the atheistic world,
nor does it assure that they will not
harbor fanatic sentiments in private.

The riots that took place in recent
past all over France blatantly show us
that a government, which supports
atheism, can never bring about peace.
Indeed, citizens can never be happy
under a government, which defies
religious principles. Srila Prabhupada
explains, “Prahlada Maharaja....His
father was very careful that nobody
comes and instructs his son about Vedic
way of life or God consciousness, Krsna
consciousness. ...He appointed teachers
for his son, strictly prohibiting about...
Just like nowadays it has become secular
state. This is the present situation of
the world, atheist class. Don’t talk of
God. But they do not know that they
have not much improved by “don’t talk
of God”. The situation is becoming
grimmer and grimmer. But they have

no eyes to see. ...This Godless
civilization will not make them happy.
That's a fact.” [Lecture on Srimad-
Bhagavatam 7.6.1, April 18, 1972, Hong
Kong,]

Who are the victims of this
atheistic propaganda?’ The victims are
the young innocent students. [nstead
of giving them a chance for spiritual
development, modern-day leaders make
sure to extinguish any spark of spiritual
inclination that students may possess.

THE SOLUTION
The popular idea that the followers
of different religions have radically
different worldviews and therefore
they hate each other is false
propaganda. The fact is that the same
essence is present in all religions, and
truly religious people are respectful
towards everyone. Sri Isopanisad and
Bhagavad-Gita clearly states:
yas tu sarvani bhutany
atmany evanupasyati
sarva-bhiitesu carmanam
tato na vijugupsate

.

A
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“He who sees systematically
everything in relation to the Supreme
Lord, who sees all living entities as His
parts and parcels, and who sees the
Supreme Lord within everything never
hates anything or any being.”
[[Sopanisad Mantra 6]

And,

vidya-vinaya-sampanne
brahmane gavi hastini
$uni caiva Sva-pake ca
panditah sama-darsinah

“The humble sages, by virtue of true
knowledge, see with equal vision a
learned and gentle brahmana, a cow,
an elephant, a dog and a dog-eater
[outcaste].” [Bg 5.18]

If schoolteachers are aware of the
principle of seeing all living beings as
parts-and-parcels of God, where is the
fear if students wear the Christian
cross or the Muslim scarf? If
schoolteachers make sure that the
principles of austerity, cleanliness,
truthfulness, and mercy are upheld by
all students regardless of their religion,
where is the fear of favoritism? If




teachers teach students that the
cosmos was created by God, who is one
without a second, where is the room
for conflict? Avoiding favoritism is
therefore dependent on spiritual
understanding and not on artificial
restrictions. Discerning show-bottle
fanaticism from true spirituality is easy
when one is equipped with proper
knowledge. So-called secularism is but
a flowery camouflage to establish and
reinforce atheism.

The solution, rather, is rooted in
spiritual knowledge. The solution isto
equip the teachers with actual
understanding of the essence of all
religions. There are universal
principles common to all faiths. It is
these principles, which the secular
government should ascertain and
uphold in the schools and colleges.

REAL SECULARISM
Srimad-Bhagavatam states that
the government’s prime duty is to make
sure that the citizens follow religion
and worship God. Srila Prabhupada

explains that the government should

make sure that anyone who claims to
be an adherent of a particular religion
should follow its teachings completely.
A Hindu should act like a Hindu; a
Muslim should act like a Muslim. Eg.
One of the ten commandments of
Christianity is “Thou shalt not kill.”
Therefore, it is the government’s duty
to see that anyone who is professing
Christianity should not eat meat. If
he does so, he should be punished.
Similarly, a Buddhist should follow the
teachings of ahimsa (non-violence)
Asmembers of ISKCON, we firmly
believe that the Vedic scriptures such
as the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam are the topmost sacred
texts, containing all the knowledge
found in every other scripture. We urge
all governments to formulate their
school curriculum based on these Vedic
texts. Indeed, it was Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
who boldly declared that if all the
books in the entire world were burnt,
and that only Srimad-Bhagavatam
remained, nothing at all would be lost.
Echoing his words, Srila Prabhupada

replied to a follower:

Bob: What is the
proper duty of the
teacher in society? Let
us say a science teacher.
What should he be
doing in the classroom?

Srila Prabhupada: ..
You should simply
teach about Krsna.

Bob: He should not
teach about...

Srila Prabhupada:
No. That will include
everything. His aim
should be to know
Krsna.

If the world
governments are not
yet ready to take such
a measure of solely
teaching Krsna
consciousness at school,
they should at least
follow the advice of
Srila  Prabhupada
regarding secular governments and
should make sure that practitioners of
various religions are indeed practicing
their own religions. This would indeed
be a real positive step forward in the
right direction and will bring about
peace in the world. @
Candrasekhara Acarya Dasa is a
disciple of His Holiness Bhakti-caru
Swami Maharaja

Vedic
Thoughts

There is no friend equal
to knowledge. There is
no enemy equal to
disease. There is no
affection equal to that
received from one’s own
child. And there is no
strength superior to the
will of God.
—(Cianakya Pandita
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FINDING THE
SILVER LINING

Nurturing our faith helps ease the inevitable
suffering of life in the material world.

by Rashi Singh

'M GROGGY. It’s early. I'm

When I'm sure the coast is

way too tired to go to work

today. After nearly shatter-
ing my alarm clock, I slowly
drag myself out of bed. I shower,
worship my deities, chant my
rounds, and head downstairs
for breakfast. I glance at the
newspapet that sits untouched
on the kitchen table.

“Father Convicted of Kill-
ing Two Children”

“Young Couple Victim of
Hit and Run”

“Infant Dies of Malnutri-
tion After Abandonment”

And I thought my prob-
lems were bad.

True to my morning
ritual, I glance at Radha-
Krsna, who guard the
kitchen through the antique
picture frame that hangs
above the table. [ flash Them my best “good-morning-
have-a-great-day” smile and touch Their feet. Usually, I'd
now head out to face the cut-throat corporate world. But
today I pause, turn around, and pull up a chair in front of
Radha-Krsna.

“I don’t get it,” I say aloud.

[ scan the vicinity to ensure that no one is within ear-
shot.

ek Gt pnudsdicle

U.S. helicopter =1

| clear, [ say, “This world is filled
| 5,: with suffering. Even the people
who try to serve You go through
so much misery. Why?”

The only thing [ know for
sure is that I'm not the only
one who doesn’t quite under-
stand the apparent inequality
and unfairness of the mate-
rial wotld, characterized by
birth, death, old age, and dis-
ease. The current age of Kali

is further characterized by
greed, drought, famine, envy,
irreligion, and, well, the kind
of stories you read about in
the newspaper every morn-
ing. In fact, the entire his-
tory of the material world
is filled with sadness and
tragedy, even during Lord
Krsna’s time here. Lord
Krsna Himself went through seemingly troubled times,
such as His separation from His beloved gopis, the cow-
herd girls. His paternal aunt and dedicated servant Kunti
lost five grandsons to murder in one night. His sister,
Subhadra, lost her son Abhimanyu in the battle of
Kuruksetra. His friend Arjuna was faced with a dilemma
most of us never even dreamed of: whether or not to
kill some of his own family. The Lord’s great devotee
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There are times when it appears that Krsna is neglecting us or not
listening to our prayers. But as the Supersoul, He’s always
listening. He’s not our order-carrier. His will is what ensues. The
better and more sincerely we serve Him, the more
He reciprocates and answers our prayers.

Prahlada Maharaja was tormented by
his own father and survived several
of his father’s plots to kill him. Why
must the Lord’s own servants suffer
so much in this world?

People can tell us until they're blue
in the face to have unfinching faith
in the Lord and devotion to Him,
amidst all of our pain and suffering.
People can tell us to trust that the Lord
has a specific plan for us and it’s fruit-
less for us to try to comprehend this
plan. But that doesn’t stop us from
getting hurt, or from dwelling on our
misfortunes. But here’s the thing:
Those people are right. If Lord Krsna
can put His own family and intimate
associates in such severe “misery,” what
makes us so special?

KRSNA AND THE GOPIS

Probably the most touching of
Krsna's pastimes involve His associa-
tion with His most dedicated and sin-
cere servants, the gopis. They were
absorbed in thoughts of Him twenty-
four hours a day. They cringed at the
thought of grass hurting the soles of
His lotus feet as He traversed the for-
ests of Vrndavana . His happiness was
their happiness.

One day, the gopis were enjoying
spending time with their beloved when
they began to feel proud of being with
Him. Sensing their pride, the Lord dis-
appeared {rom their sight. The pure,
simple-hearted gopis could not endure
even one moment without Krsna’s
company. Their pain was immeasur-
able; the only thing they could think
about was where He was, why He'd
left them, and if He was all right.
Their tears were plentiful, their grief

—+POC—

unbearable. They sought advice from
animate and inanimate objects alike:
Had anyone seen their beloved? Where
had He gone! In their desperate at-
tempts to find Him, they became even
more immetsed in thoughts of Him.
When He finally reunited with them,
they couldn’t have been happier or
more relieved. But they were still con-
fused; they could not understand why
He'd left them to begin with. When
they asked Him, He responded as fol-
lows (Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.32.20—
22):

The reason I do not immedi-
ately reciprocate the affection of
living beings even when they
worship Me, O gopis, is that |
want to intensify their loving
devotion. They then become like
a poor man who has gained some
wealth and then lost it, and who
thus becomes so anxious about it
that he can think of nothing else.
My dear girls, understanding that
simply for My sake you had re-
jected the authority of worldly
opinion, of the Vedas, and of your
relatives, [ acted as [ did only to
increase your attachment to Me.
Even when I removed Myself
from your sight by suddenly dis-
appearing, | never stopped lov-
ing you. Therefore, My beloved
gopis, please do not harbor any
bad feelings toward Me, your be-
loved. I am not able to repay My
debt for your spotless service,
even within a lifetime of Brahma.
Your connection with Me is be-
yond reproach. You have wor-
shiped Me, cutting off all domes-
tic ties, which are difficult to
break. Therefore please let your

own glorious deeds be your com-
pensation.

KRSNA IS LISTENING

[t is clear: More than anything
else, we should understand that so-
called misfortune and disaster truly are
a form of Krsna’s mercy. They are a
sign that Krsna is trying to deepen our
love for Him, intensify our devotion.

[t is true what people say: Un-
flinching faith is really the answer to
all our problems and uncertainties.
There are times when it appears that
Krsna is neglecting us or not listening
to our prayers. But as the Supersoul,
He’s always listening. He’s not our or-
der-carrier. His will is what ensues.
The better and more sincerely we serve
Him, the more He reciprocates and
answers Our prayers.

Pure devotees want nothing from
Krsna but more opportunities to serve
Him and His devotees. Our goal should
be to aim to attain even the smallest
fraction of the mood of the gopis.
Krsna was so overwhelmed and appre-
ciative of the gopis’ loving service that
He told them, “I have nothing left to
give you. Please be content with your
own actions.” He becomes indebted to
them. The creator, the proprietor of
everything, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, had nothing left to give
those dear sweet gopis. In fact, He was
so overwhelmed by their pure love for
Him that He became their servant.
He did all He could to satisfy them. If
they asked Him to dance, He danced.
If they asked Him to play the flute,
He played. That is the beauty of the
relationship between the Lord and His

(please turn to page 28)
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The Land of Kumbha-

Lord Krsna gets a new home in holy city of Ujjain
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he city of Ujjain stands glori

ously among the sacred and

holy cities of India. Situated
on the banks of the river Shipra, it is
one of the four sites for the kumbha-
meld; Haridwar, Prayag, and Nasika are
the other three. Millions of pilgrims
take bath in the sacred waters of Shipra
during the kumbha mela celebrations.
Ancient Ujjain also enjoyed the repu-
tation of a being a great seat of learn-
ing even as early as the Mahabharata
period. It was here that young Krsna
and Balarama, accepted Sandipani
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Muni as Their spiritual master and
studied in his a§rama. The asrama is
now a reverential pilgrim site for devo-
tees of the Lord. Apart from
Vaisnavism, various cults and sects of
Saivism, Jainism, and Buddhism have
fond a niche in this city. Lord Siva,
eternally  resides  here  as
Mahakalesvara, one of the twelve
Jyotirlingas in India. Ujjain abounds
in temples, which form an integral
part of the city and contribute to the
continuity of its tradition and great-
ness. It enjoys a position of consider-

able importance in the field of Vedic
astronomy according to which, the
Tropic of Cancer passes through this
city. Historically, Ujjain was ruled by
the likes of the Vikramaditya and
Ashoka. Kalidasa wrote his soul stir-
ring poetry here.

A new landmark now adds to the
spiritual culture of Ujjain— the temple
of Sri Sri Radha Madan-mohanii.
Consisting of a guesthouse, Govinda’s
restaurant, asrama, and gurukula the
temple stands on seven acres of land,

and its construction was completed in [



mela welcomes ISKCON

By Srivatsa Dasa

-~ . i g

The magnificent ISKCON temple (left) and His Holiness Bhakti-ca

ru Swami Mahardja (inset)

-kl

The Deities of Kysna Balrama and Gauva-Nitai (above)

arecord-breaking time of ten months.

THE BEGINNING

Some time back, in pursuance of
the Mayapura Project (the world head
quarters of [SKCON) Ambarisa Dasa
(Alfred Ford, the great grand son of
Henry Ford of Ford Motors) met the
West Bengal government. The aim was
to solicit state support for developing
_a spiritual city in Mayapura, which
~_ would not only be a pilgrimage site for

the innumerable followers of Lord
Caitanya, but also a beautiful tour-
ist attraction, and source of employ-
ment for the local people. After the
West Bengal government showed an
acute lack of interest, various other
states like Orissa, Andhra Pradesh,
U.P., Rajasthan etc., came forward
and offered land to ISKCON. "But
when the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment volunteered,” His Holiness
Bhakti-caru Swami Maharaja ex-

plains, “I felt their gesture as genuine.”
The then M.P. chief minister Uma
Bharti offered 300 acres of land for de-
veloping the spiritual city.

When  Bhakti-caru  Swami
Mahiraja decided to build a temple, be-
fore taking on the massive project on
the banks of the Shipra, the adminis-
tration of Ujjain invited him to the
holy city. “The District magistrate of
Ujjain and Chief secretary, Shri Vivek
Agarwal, offered us 4 acres of land in
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the most esteemed part of the city,”
explains  Bhakti-caru  Swami
Maharaja. “Ujjain is a very holy city
and Krsna and Balrama studied here,
so we felt it to be the most suitable
place for our temple.”

7% Nov 2004: A temporary
[SKCON temple was established in a
community centre located in a presti-
gious part of city. Thousands of people
including many dignitaries attended
the first program. The first Sunday pro-
gram had five hundred people attend-
ing and since then the number has
steadily increased. Now the average
Sunday feast crowd numbers from
twelve to fifteen hundred devotees.

A small gosala has been established
with a few cows and calves that pro-
vide twenty litres of milk for the
temple everyday. The temple has regu-
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Beautiful paintings
adorn the ceiling
(left above); the
floor is no less (left)
an artisan setting
colorful marble
patterns on the
floor; abhiseka of
the Deities (above);
Ambarisa Dasa,
film actress Rani
Mukharjee and
other guests take
davsan of Their
Lordships (vight)
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lar college and congregation preach-
ing programs along with book distri-
bution, street harinama procession and
prasadam distribution.

On 6% Feb 2005, the
groundbreaking ceremony took place
and the foundation of the temple were
laid. A nine-hooded Deity of Ananta
Sesa made of gold and precious gems
was brought for the ceremony. Early
in the morning, the Deity was taken
to the main local temples where the
local devotees showered flowers and
enthusiastically welcomed the Lord.
Later abhiseka and fire sacrifice were
performed to sanctify the ground af-
ter which Ananta Sesa was placed in
the foundation. Ananta Sesa, makes
all arrangements for Radha Madana-
mohana, and on His lotus head, the
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temple resides.

MAKING OF A MASTERPIECE

“When I started the temple,”
Maharaja says, “I had no money at
all. But I had faith that Krsna would
provide.” Soon support for the temple
started pouring from around the world.
Work began in first week of April 2005.

At first foundations of building
were established. Then using complex
scaffolding the overall concrete struc-
ture of the temple was erected. Domes
were the most challenging part of con-
struction. First, they were shaped with
a steel mesh and then concrete was
poured over. After six months, the ini-
tial concrete work was complete. Then
Bhakti-caru Swami Maharaja flew to
Makarana to choose the high quality
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marble. Mr C. V. Singh provided same
marble that was used to build the Taj
Mahal. The most skilled artisans in
Makarana then carved the marble,
which would later form the temple
exterior. The marble was then sent to
Ujjain and the marble cladding work
began.

24-carat gold leafing from London,
Germany, and Jaipur were done on the
altar, above the magnificent chande-
liers, doors, and on top of domes. Of-
ten devotees would work together un-
til early hours of morning to complete
this task. Glass for the four massive
chandeliers was imported from Egypt.
From original moulds, talented artists
sculpted moulds of the Pancatattva
and Jaya and Vijaya. The ceiling boasts
of intricate designs and exquisitely

INAUGURATION FEST
SRI SR



beautiful paintings. Temple doors are
made of teak wood-the best in India,
and specialist craftsmen from Gujurat,

who worked on ISKCON temples
around the world, carved them.

INSTALLATION CEREMONY

Within a short span of ten months
the temple was erected and Sri Sri
Radha Madana-mohana were ready
to move in to Their new home. A
three-day installation festival was
orgainised to welcome eight Deities:
Gaura-Nitai, Krsna Balrama, Radha
Madana-mohana with Lalita and
Visakha sakhis.

10 Feb 2006 Nityananda
Trayodasi: As many as twenty two
sannyasis leaders, and senior disciples

Scenes from the inauguration cevemony (above and below)

of Srila Prabhupada and many other
devotees from India, UK, South Af-
rica, Mauritius, and rest of the world
poured into Ujjain to witness the open-
ing.

Entire temple was bedecked with
flowers. Students of Mayapura
Gurukul Academy performed Vastu
homa to create auspicious atmosphere.
The Deities arrived and in Their first
darsana auspicious items were brought
before Their Lordships. It was followed
by elaborate abhiseka with milk,
honey, fruit juices, clarified butter, and
scented water proceeded by a fire sac-
rifice. Ecstatic kirtan of Hare Krsna
mahamantra went on throughout the
day. The atmosphere was so spiritu-
ally vibrant that many senior leaders
commented that they felt at home just
like as in Mayapura or Vrndavana .

Probably the whole of Ujjain was
present for the grand opening. Shri
Ambarisa Dasa did the first arati of
Their Lordships.

The next day many VIPs arrived
for temple inauguration. Those present
included the former Chief Minister of
M.P., Shri Bababulal Gaur, Ambarisa

Dasa, film actress Rani Mukherjee,and
other dignatories including the Inspec-
tor General of Police, Minister of Edu-
cation, Mayor of Indore, Secretary of
Industry and Commerce etc. In the
presentation ceremony, Ambarisa
Dasa dedicated the temple to the
people of Ujjain.

His Holiness Bhakti-caru Swami
Maharaja honored those devotees who
had made substantial contributions to
the project. In his address, he said to
the citizens of Ujjain, “This temple has
been build not for us but for you.” He
also spoke briefly on Srila Prabhupada
and added, “I have not come to Ujjain
to ask for anything. Rather, | have
come here to give the most precious
thing in the world. | have come here
to remind you of our relationship with
our supreme father Sri Krsna.”

Maharaja showered heaps of praise
on the chief architects Shri Hitendra
and Shri Jitendra Mehta and
Pundarikaksa Govinda Dasa, manage-
ment counselee of ISKCON Juhu, who
coordinated proceedings with the ar-
chitects. Maharaja called up Shri

(please turn to page 29)
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On War and Death

The following conversation between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and
some of his disciples took place in 1973 on an early morning walk in San Francisco.

First disciple: Srila
Prabhupada, recently a
student  committed
suicide here. It’s
happening all over the
country.
Srila Prabhupada:
~ Some are publicly
~ committing suicide,
. and others
‘ silently committing
 suicide. If the
human life is wasted
for sense gratification,
that is suicide. People
have the opportunity
. for enlightenment,
' ‘ . yet they live like

are

dogs and cats.
This is suicide.
Second disciple:
One month ago
there was a big
story in the
papers about
how a
student

-
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archives in the Library of Congress and compiled
enough information to construct an atom bomb. They
concluded that, theoretically, anyone who wanted to
could gather enough information from public sources
and build an atom bomb.
Srila Prabhupada: This is also suicide. The atom bomb
manufacturer is thinking he is successful in his life
by building an atom bomb, but he does not know how
to save himself from death. Nothing he has done can
save him from death. So what is the use of his scientific
knowledge! The dog is going to die, and he is also
going to die, so where is the difference?
First disciple: Incidentally, the scientists’ original
purpose in building the atom bomb was to prevent
death-to end the Second World War as soon as
possible.
Srila Prabhupada: How can they prevent death? That
they do not know-how to prevent death. They can
accelerate it, that’s all. Here are the real problems:
janma-mrtyu-jara-vyadhi—birth, death, old age, and
disease. Which scientist can solve these problems!?
These are the really fearful problems, but where is
the chemist or psychologist who can solve them?
First disciple: The theory nowadays is that since Russia
has so many nuclear weapons and the United States
has so many, they are both afraid to use them.
Srila Prabhupada: No. They must use them. That is
nature’s arrangement. This is not astrology; it is a
natural conclusion. There is no doubt about it.
First disciple: The only difficulty is that if they use
the nuclear weapons there’ll be total
destruction. So everyone is
afraid of using them.
\ Srila Prabhupada: Well,
total or partial, that we
shall see. But the weapons
must




Those who are thinking the so-called
scientists and philosophers will solve
their problems are exactly like those who
are trying to cross the Pacific Ocean by
holding on to the tail of a dog.

be used. If the leaders want to avoid war, they must
understand three items: God is the proprietor of everything,
He is the enjoyer of all work, and He is the friend of
everyone. But the leaders act in just the opposite way,
thinking, “I am the proprietor, I am the enjoyer, and I am
the friend of everyone, because [ am God.” This is demonic.
Nixon was elected President by pretending to be a friend
of everyone, but later on he proved to be an enemy. Nobody
can be the friend of everyone except Krsna.

Third disciple: But isn’t a pure devotee of God a friend to
all?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, because he carries the message of
Krsna. If there is a universal friend, and if somebody gives
information of that universal friend, then he is also a
universal friend. Krsna is the friend of all (suhydam sarva-
bhutanam), and the pure devotee tells everyone that Krsna
is his friend. Therefore, nobody can be your friend except
Krsna's representative. In the material world, “I am your
enemy, and you are my enemy.” This is the whole basis of
the material world. But the spiritual world is just the
opposite: “l am your friend, and you are my friend, because
Krsna is the dearmost friend of us both.”

Third disciple: When we distribute your books, Srila
Prabhupada, are we trying to show people we are their
friends, also?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. That is being a real friend. As
Caitanya Mahaprabhu says, kota nidra jao maya-pisacira
kole . . . enechi ausadhi maya nasibaro lagi’ | Hari-nama
mahd-mantra lao tumi magi’:

“O people, you are sleeping under the

Fourth disciple: Srila Prabhupada, we constantly hear from
you and your books that we will die and that we must
learn how to face this. But still, even as your disciples,
we'te not so convinced. We've been brought up in a culture
that hides death. Particularly here in America, we rarely
see death.

Srila Prabhupada: You think you'll not die?

Fourth disciple: [ know I will, but how can we come to the
platform of realizing that?

Srila Prabhupada: Everyone is dying. Your mother is dying,
your father is dying, your friends are dying—and still you
cannot understand? Then how will it be possible to make
you understand? Every day, every moment, SO many men
and animals die. Death is inevitable, but still you are
thinking, “I'll not die.” And this is our real problem. Nobody
wants to die, but everyone is dying. This problem the rascal
scientists cannot solve.

Sometimes we see a dog swimming in the Pacific Ocean
and think, “Oh, let me grab hold of the dog’s tail, and I
shall cross the ocean.” Similarly, those who are thinking
the so-called scientists and philosophers will solve the
problems of birth, death, old age, and disease are exactly
like those who are trying to cross the Pacific Ocean by
holding on to the tail of a dog. The scientists are like dogs,
and to catch hold of their tails is hopeless.

First disciple: So one must become convinced of the reality
of death through philosophy?

Srila Prabhupada: At the present moment philosophy means
“mental concoction.” But real philosophy means to find
out reality. That is philosophy. Not “I think like this, he
thinks like this, he thinks like that.” This is mental
concoction. Real philosophy is what Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita: janma-mrtyu-jara-vyadhi-duhkha-
dosanudarsanam—" Always remember that there is death,
that there is birth, that there is old age and disease, and
try to save yourself from these by becoming Krsna
conscious.” This is philosophy. €@

spell of maya [illusion]. How long will
you sleep and suffer in this material
world? I have the medicine—the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra—so take it and
sleep no more.”

First disciple: Wouldn’t the threat of
nuclear warfare make Krsna
consciousness easier to spread?

Srila Prabhupada: The threat is
already here, but people are so foolish
that they are not afraid of the threat.
Certainly the threat of death is already
here: everyone will die. That is the real
problem, but who cares for it? People
are avoiding this problem because they
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cannot make any countermeasure.
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HOW I CAME TO KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

TEMPLE OF
MY DREAMS

A young girl hankers and prays for association of devotees until a temple opens next door.

n 31* December 1999 was my
first visit to an ISKCON
temple. That day, in Sri Sri

Radha Gopiniatha Temple,
Chowpatty, Mumbai my cousin
Shyamasunder Dasa was getting mar-
ried. There, for the first time, [ saw His
Holiness Radhanatha Swami
Maharaja. | thought that now-a-days
when Indians are rejecting their cul-
ture, here was Maharaja, who although
a foreigner, was so nicely teaching our
countrymen their own tradition and
culture. It was my first experience to
see a marriage in a temple before the
Deities and I liked the simple but beau-
tiful ceremony and the devotional at-
mosphere. Later Shyamasunder spoke
to us about Lord Krsna. I could under-
stand only one thing from his talk that
if we surrender to Lord Krsna then He
will free us from all our sins. Then we
returned to Ujjain.

SEARCH FOR THE SUPREME

[ realized that I could find the an-
swers to my questions only in ISKCON.
At that time, [ was 13 years old and [
used to ask spiritual questions to any-
one who appeared knowledgeable. But
[ was never satisfied. [ would ask, “Who
is the greatest God?” Those who wor-
shipped Lord Siva would say that Lord
Siva is the supreme, those who wor-
shipped Lord Visnu, called Lord Visnu
as god, and devotees of Devi said that
she was the supreme. Somebody else
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By Parul Upadhyaya

told that Brahma, Visnu, and Lord Siva,
are the greatest gods. But [ would think,
“How can all three be the Supreme God?
There has to be one, who is the Su-
preme.” [ would also ask, “Where was I
before I was born? Where I will be af-
ter death?”

A few days after returning from
Mumbai, my aunt, (mother of
Shyamasunder Dasa) Devakimayi
Devi Dasi, visited us in Ujjain. [ asked
her, “Who is God?” She answered that
Lord Krsna is God. People so far had
always been answering my questions
in a round about way, so when [ heard
so clearly that Lord Krsna is God |
became very satisfied. Still [ asked her,
“How is it possible! Lord Krsna is an
incarnation of Lord Visnu.” She re-
plied, “No, it's not like this. Lord Visnu
is an incarnation of Lord Krsna and

there are three not one Visnus. This
is the description given in Srimad-
Bhagavatam.”

From that day onwards, I began
to chant one round of Hare Krsna
mahamantra. Even then, sometimes,
[ would think, “Is Lord Krsna really
the Supreme God?”

Then one day one of my relatives
challenged me, “We have Srimad-
Bhagavatam at home. But nowhere
has it mentioned that Lord Krsna is
God?” 1 said, “Perhaps you have not
read it completely. [t must have de-
scription of Lord Krsna as God?”
Then I went to his home to check
Srimad-Bhagavatam for myself. As
soon as | glanced at the first page, I
found in the first line, “Lord Krsna,
who is the caitanya of this world.....”
[ did not read ahead. The answer was
staring at me. | begged forgiveness
from the Lord that I doubted His
position, but inside [ was very happy
that Lord Himself guided me to the
proof of His supreme status.

Similarly, once a friend of my fa-
ther came to our house. He is very
well read in Srimad-Bhagavatam and
the Vedas. I asked him, “Which god
do you worship?” he replied, “I am a
devotee of Lord Siva.” “Who is God
according to the Vedas and scrip-
tures!” [ asked. He told me that there
are three expansions of Visnu com-
ing from Lord Krsna and creation
takes place through MahaVisnu. But
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In above picture (left to right) Campaklata Devi Dasi, Shyamasunder Dasa
holding a baby, and the author wearing a dark dress and spectacles

ten.

In frustration and lone-
liness, [ would daily cry in
front of Lord, “Nobody un-
derstands me here. There is
no devotee here. Why don’t
you call me to Your abode?
You declared that whoever
comes to Your shelter, You
forgive all his sins. How
many sins have | commit-
ted that You are keeping me
so far away from You?
There is not even an
[SKCON temple here,
where I can get the associa-
tion of devotees. Please
Lord, help me, please.”

I would worship Lord
before going to the schoal,
and do Nrsirmha arati in the
evening. | was feeling very
lonely. People said, “You
don’t eat onion and garlic.
Who will marry a girl like

the supreme Lord is only Lord Krsna.”
When I turned 16, my father got
me to Mumbai for summer vacation.
We went to the temple and father
took a subscription of Bhagvad
Darshan (Hindi edition of Back To
Godhead). Papa left me for 15 days at
the home of my aunt and said, “Try to
find out how much truth is there in
this organization.” My father had lived
in a temple since childhood and seen
many frauds in the name of god; there-
fore, he did not want me to fall prey
to some cheating organization.
During the vacations, I would go
with my aunt and cousin Shraddhaiy
to Sti Sri Radha Gopinatha Temple.
I liked the temple very much. My sister
Carulata’s (Campaklata Devi Dasi)
friends would also be very nice to me.
One day, Campaklata didi told me that
adevotee should be humble like a blade
of grass. | tried to follow this principle.
Shraddhaiy gave me a video CD of in-
stallation festival of Sri Pancatattva
in Mayapur and another CD about
Lord Caitanya. Campaklata didi told
me about the four regulative principles

and said that we should not eat onion,
garlic, tea, coffee, chocolate, coke etc.
From that day, [ left eating these items
and began to chant 4 rounds.

A LONELY DEVOTEE

When I returned to Ujjain [ told
my mother, “I am not going to eat on-
ion and garlic.” “This is a temporary
phase,” mother said, “Soon you will
give up these fanciful ideas.” I stuck
to my vow and began to eat roti with
pickle. When mom saw that [ was de-
termined not to eat onion and garlic,
she started cooking separately for me.
[ would first offer that food to Lord
and then eat. This double cooking,
however, would make mother late for
her office. So soon, she began to cook
everything without onion and garlic.
Thus, gradually everyone at home
stopped eating them.

[ would read Bhagvad Darshan
magazine daily both at home and
school, and when I would come home,
[ would beg everyone, “Please hear me.
Let me tell you what nice things [ read
today.” However, nobody wanted to lis-

you?” [ would think, “These

people think only about marriage,
money, and job. There is hardly any

place in their hearts for God.” Only
my father, nana ji, and mama ji sup-
ported me saying that [ was doing the
right thing. But I had no devotee to
help me.

A TEACHER ARRIVES

One day a new biology teacher
came to my school. Her name was Mrs.
Wagle. [ saw her wearing a tulasi neck
bead and the ISKCON tilak on her
forehead. “Are you in ISKCON?" I
asked. “Yes,” she replied. “But how do
you know about ISKCON?” [ told her
everything. From that day onwards, we
grew closer and she became more of a
mother than a teacher to me.

[ would read Science of Self-Real-
ization and Bhagvad Darshan and ask
her questions. Every Sunday, [ would
accompany her to Indore where the
disciples of His Holiness Romapada
Swami ran a center. On Ramanavami
I went with Wagle madam
(Malinipriya Devi Dasi) to Mumbai.
There her son and daughter-in-law
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were receiving initiation. Wagle
madam son’s name is Dr. Ranjit
Wagle. He serves in Bhaktivedanta
hospital as an ophthalmologist. After
initiation, he received the name
Gauranga Sunder Dasa and my cousin
Shraddhaiy received the name
Vrajarasa Dasa. When the abhiseka
of the Deities was going on then my
elder sister Mafijari Priya said to me,
“During the abhiseka whatever you
ask from the Lord for your devotional
service is very quickly granted.” I
prayed, “Oh Lord! I do not want edu-

few days.

When my father saw her genuine
devotion he asked, “Ujjain is the place
where Lord Krsna had studied under
Sandipani Muni, still there is no
ISKCON temple here. Why?” “Very
soon [ISKCON will arrive here,” she
prophesized.

By that time, | had begun chant-
ing 16 rounds and soon appeared for
my 12" exams. From the very begin-
ning, | had excelled in studies, but I
hardly studied that year. I had lost all
interest in my books. All the time I

With family in Ujjain

used to study a lot, and this year you
have failed because you neglected your
studies.”

This setback helped me; my pride
got shattered and [ became more tol-
erant. However, [ did not lose a year.
Because of a new rule, the same year |
got regular admission in M.P. board
school.

ANSWERS TO PRAYERS
In July, I read in a newspaper that
there is going to be a big ISKCON
temple in Ujjain. | was jubilant. Ev-
eryday [ would scan the
newspaper for even a
tiny bit of information
about the new temple. In
the newspaper itself, |
had my first darsana of
His Holiness Bhakti-
caru Swami Maharaja.
One day, during the
Maths class in school,
suddenly our teacher
exclaimed with surprise,
“Hey! Look there! There
are the Hare Krsnas.” I
was so overcome with joy
on seeing the devotees,
that completely
forgetting that I was in
a class, [ ran out to meet
them. After speaking to
them for a while,
suddenly it dawned to me
that my class was going
on. Shyly I stepped in to
the class. Everyone was
staring at me. “Why did

cation or wealth. I only desire that
you keep me in that place where [ can
find Your holy name and Your devo-
tees.”

During the return train journey
with Wagle madam, we met a devotee
who had come from Los Angeles Cali-
fornia and was going to the Ujjain
Kumbha-mela. Her name was Veda-
vyasa Devi Dasi and she was a dis-
ciple of Srila Prabhupada. She came
with me and stayed in our house for a
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would only read books of Lord Krsna.
Within my thick Physics textbook, I
would hide ‘Krsna, the reservoir of all
pleasure’ and read it secretly. Moreover,
[ fell sick during the exams. When the
result was declared, I had failed. [ was
shattered and cried bitterly. My cousin
Ritu, who is also an ISKCON devo-
tee, was with me at that time. She
consoled me, “Lord Krsna never does
anything wrong to anyone. You were
topper since childhood because you

you go out!?” sir asked me.
[ replied that I wanted to see the
ISKCON devotees. Everyone started
laughing at me

Later I came to know that a tem-
porary ISKCON temple had been built
just behind my school. Nothing could
stop me now. Everyday [ would visit
the temple with my friends and ask
about the opening.

On 7" November 2004, Deities
were brought in the temporary temple
(please turn to page 29)



Every Town and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

DELHITES LOVE LORD RAMA

7t April 2006: The divine appear-
ance of Lord Sri Rama and the eighth
anniversary of Sri Sri Radha
Parthasarathi Temple and the Glory
of the India Vedic Expo were celebrated
with great pomp and gaiety in New

|

ister for Tourism and Cultural Affairs,
was one of the many distinguished
guests present for the occasion. After
the ceremony, she received the bless-
ings of His Holiness Gopal Krsna
Goswami Maharija and then enjoyed
honoring the lunch prasad at

Shri B.L. Joshi, the Lt. Governor of Delhi, presenting a garland to His Holiness Gopdl
Krsna Goswami Maharaja. Holding the microphone is Vrajendra Nandan Dasa

Delhi. Brilliant lightings, beautiful
flower decoration, and melodious
harinim kirtana completely capti-
vated the hearts of the large number
of visiting devotees. The festival
started on 30 March with Sri Rama
katha by Vrajendra Nandan Dasa. The
katha was inaugurated by the Hon’ble
Minister of Uttaranchal State, Shri
T.P.S. Ravat.

On 7™ April, mahaabhiseka cer-
emony was performed by His Holiness
Gopal Krsna Goswami Maharaja.
Smt. Ambika Soni, the Hon’ble Min-

Govinda’s restaurant, which she
highly appreciated.

In the evening, a dance drama en-
titled ‘Sri Rama Lila’ was performed
in the huge pandal at the open space
behind the temple. The guest of honor,
His Excellency Shri B.L. Joshi, the Lt.
Governer of Delhi, had a nice darsana
of the Deities and performed arati and
did kalash abhiseka. Smt. Krsna Tirath,
Member of Parliament, and Shri
Ujjwal Raman Singh, the Hon’ble
Minister of Environment, Uttar
Pradesh Government, were also

present. Gopal Krsna Goswami
Maharaja, addressing the huge audience
said, “If you people want Rama rajya,
you will have to follow the principles
of Lord Sri Rama and imbibe them in
your day to day life. In order to remain
attached to such principles, you should
chant Hare Krsna mahamantra and do
kirtan.” Shri Joshi in his short speech
praised I[ISKCON, “I am coming to
[SKCON for the first time. | not only
feel everything so nice here, but also
experience great pleasure to see the en-
thusiasm of large number of devotees
gathered here. Great preaching is be-
ing done by ISKCON through the dis-
tribution of Srimad Bhagavad-gita and
all the glories for this are attributed to
Srila Prabhupada, the Founder-Acarya
of ISKCON and the unstinted efforts
of the present devotees of Lord Krsna.”
Other distinguished guests also ex-
pressed their highly appreciative views.

HUNGARIAN HARE KRSNA
DEVOTEES FOR RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM IN KAZAKHSTAN
In April, after a court ruled that
the land belonging to the Hare Krsna
commune be confiscated and returned
to the Kazakhstan Government, po-
lice attempted to demolish devotees'
cottages located in the commune.
On hearing the news, two hundred
Hungarian devotees demonstrated in
front of the Budapest Embassy of
Kazakhstan. They accentuated their
presence by placing a real bulldozer in
front of the embassy and carrying plac-
ards with the inscriptions: “WHERE
IS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM?”
“BULLDOZERS AGAINST THE
RELIGIOUS?” “RELIGIOUS PER-
SECUTION IN KAZAKHSTAN!”
The demonstration in Hungary is
a part of an international wave of pro-
test aimed at putting pressure on the
Kazakhstan government to honor the
principles of freedom of religion it pro-
fesses to practice. The coming days will
see similar actions in several European
countries, United States, and India. &
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The Kingdom

of the Blind

Descriptions from the scriptures are not mythologies, but tangible realities;
with faith and knowledge, we can experience their truth.

nce upon a time,
there flourished
a civilization, cut-off

from the rest of the world by
mountains. However, as provi-
dence would have it, an epidemic
plunged the entire population into
hereditary blindness. Generations
passed, and a new way of life
evolved to cope with this chal-
lenge posed by material nature.
Life went on without an event
until a traveler lost his way in to
this ‘Kingdom of the blind’.

The traveler was taken aback
at the sight of a completely blind
civilization, then amazed at the
evolved lifestyle before, being sub-
merged in sympathy- these people
were missing so much of the va-
riety of life! The residents were
equally amused at the arrival of
an alien who seemed exactly like
them. They were amazed when
he spoke of the world beyond the
valley. But when he spoke of
things like ‘seeing’, they were sym-
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By Gopinathacandara Dasa

Just as ‘vision” was a mythology in the valley,

pathetic and considered the man crazy.
Vision had become a concept of the
fairy tales, a mythological phenom-
enon!

Just as the valley was disconnected
from the outside world, our world is
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disconnected from the spiritual world.
All the scriptures of the world speak
of the Kingdom of God. And the
world, where we presently reside in, is
described only as a temporary place,
characterized by forgetfulness of our

connection with that divine realm.
The scriptures provide us with the in-
formation to visualize the spiritual do-
main and also give us the lifestyle to
attain that. But especially in the
present age, which is called ‘Kali yuga’,




the epidemic of irreligion is predomi-
nant and people have lost faith in the
scriptures. Thus, they are spiritually
blind. A new lifestyle has now evolved
which bases itself on modern scien-
tific theories like the ‘Big Bang’ and
the ‘Theory of evolution’.

Srila Prabhupada, when he first
reached the shores of the United
States, wrote a poem “Markine
Bhagavata-dharma”. A stanza from
that poem reflects the thoughts of the
‘visitor from the spiritual world’ when
he sees a ‘blind’ civilization:

“Most of the population here is cov-
ered by the material modes of igno-
rance and passion. Absorbed in mate-
rial life, they think themselves very
happy and satisfied, and therefore they

the valley, many scriptural concepts
appear mythological to the people of
this world: beings with supernatural
features and powers; ages wherein
people had extraordinarily long dura-
tions of life; lands of talking animals
etc. People find these subject matters
difficult to believe. The Mahabharata
therefore says, acintyah khalu ye
bhava na tams tarkena yojayet.
(Mahabharata, Bhisma-parva 5.22)
‘How can that which is beyond the
imagination or sensory speculation of
mundane creatures be approached sim-
ply by logic?

FAITH AND PHYSICS

Qur logic often fails when we ap-
ply it to areas of which we have no

many scriptural concepts appear mythological to the people of this world

deal only with big objects, whereas one
needs Quantum mechanics to deal
with subatomic particles. But the stu-
dent gains faith in the validity of the
latter when formulae of quantum me-
chanics are applied to big objects; the
results match with those obtained us-
ing Newtonian mechanics.

Similarly, we can gain faith in the
scriptures when they clearly explain
subject matters within our experience
and then based on that faith, we can
‘see the invisible’.

The Vedas, which were compiled
five thousand years ago, provide us
with information that matches with
conclusions of recent scientific discov-
eries: description of growth of human
embryo within the womb, round shape
of earth, seven continents of
earth, fire bacteria etc.

Moreover, the Bhagavad-gita
even deals with the dynamics of
human life within this world:
human psychology, motivation,
negative emotions, rational
thinking, harmonious lifestyles
etc. One can experience a more
peaceful and happier life when
these principles are learnt and
followed. The Vedas recommend
a practical meditation for this
age: chanting of the
mahamantra, Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna , Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. By practicing
this chant anyone can ‘see’ the
truth of transcendence which the
scriptures proclaim within a
short period of regular practice.
Unless one takes steps to under-
stand the subject matter of the
scriptures by practical applica-
tion, one misses so much of the
‘variety of life’ due to spiritual

blindness. @

have no taste for the transcendental
message of Vasudeva. I do not know
how they will be able to understand it.”
Stila Prabhupada’s heart was burn-
ing with compassion.
Just as ‘vision’ was a mythology in

experience. For example, when a stu-
dent of Newtonian mechanics tries to
solve a problem in the sub-atomic do-
main, which consists of very small
particles, he will find his logic failing
repeatedly. Newtonian mechanics can

Gopinatha Candra Dasa has
done M.Tech. from IIT Mumbai. He
serves full-time at ISKCON Mumbai
and teaches Kysna consciousness to stu-
dents in various colleges.
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Finding the....

(Continued from page 13)

devotees. So simple, so pure, so hon-
est, so real—unlike anything we can
find amongst ourselves in the mate-
rial world.

Another example of unfaltering
faith is Kunti, who after the death of
her grandsons approached Lord Krsna
and asked Him to please continue to
put her through distress and hardship,
because it was in those times that she
thought of Him the most. That is the
sign of a pure devotee.

A pure devotee looks at misfortune
as bad karma being exhausted. A devo-
tee thinks that Krsna is lessening his
sinful reactions. A devotee realizes
that during the most difficult times,
Krsna within is guiding and protect-
ing him. He realizes that his hardships
are simply the Lord trying to keep His
child close to Him, trying to encout-
age him to remember Him.

[ understand that suffering comes
because of karma, or things we've done
in the past. And I understand that
karma exists because we have free will,
which Krsna has given us so we can
freely choose to love Him. Still, I can’t
explain exactly why a particular thing
happens. I don’t know why that man
killed his children. I don’t know why
that driver fled the scene after strik-
ing that couple. [ don’t know why that

poor baby’s mother left him to die.

But I do know that Krsna has a
plan for all of us. | do know that He
loves all of us equally; He is impartial,
like a father who doesn’t favor any one
child. Still, Krsna reciprocates loving
transactions with us proportionately
to what we offer. Chanting Hare
Krsna will burn all of our good and
bad karma, the causes of bondage to
the material world.

MAXIMUM PROTECTION

A devotee once suggested to me
that because the world is filled with
exploitation and deceit, for maximum
protection one should try to chant six-
teen rounds every morning before leav-
ing home. He said that if I did that,
I'd develop an aura, almost a shield,
that would bar people from hurting me.
Minimum sixteen rounds each day for
maximum protection.

The maha-mantra is so powerful.
It is Krsna Himself incarnating as His
name, and we directly associate with
the Lord while chanting. We are awak-
ening our dormant love for Him be-
neath the dust of the mirror of our
hearts. It’s simple: Unfortunate cir-
cumstances will ensue, we won’t al-
ways understand what Krsna’s plan
is, but chanting, reading, and associ-
ating with devotees will virtually, if
not completely, remove our pain.

These practices will cause us to view
our suffering in a different light, just
as the gopis did, just as Kunti did, as
Prahlada Maharaja did, and as
Srimati Subhadra did.

Raise your hands and rejoice in the
power and beauty of the Lord’s sweet
names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare!

And that's what I do as I look at

the photo of Radha-Krsna this morn-
ing.
“Ahem!”
That’s my mum. She has just
rounded the corner and is peering at
me, clearly wondering what exactly I'm
doing, and if I'll be in need of medica-
tion.

“Were you just talking to yourself?”

“Oh. Hi mum. IL..... uh.....well,
emmm......Stop talking to me—I"m late!
Bye!”

And with that, [ once again ven-
ture into the cut-throat corporate world.
But I feel safer. [ feel protected. I feel
the warmth of Krsna in my heart. [ can

deal with anything today. ¢

Rashi Singh graduated with an hon-
ors degree in marketing from the
Schulich School of Business at York
University. She lives in Toronto,
Canada.
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The Land of....

(Continued from page 19)

Omprakash Khatri, the contractor.
Maharaja disclosed that Omprakash ji
would never ask for any money. Only
when Maharaja would ask him for the
bill would he comply. He even told
Maharaja, “Even if you have no money,
still I will build this temple.” The en-
tire audience applauded on hearing
about him, while he burst in to tears
onstage. Maharaja also glorified and
offered gifts to many other devotees.

This huge festival was a major at-
traction and was telecasted on all
major television channels and all the
prominent newspapers gave it front-
page coverage.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu predicted
that His name would spread in every
town and village on earth. Fulfilling
His desire and the desire of His pure
devotee, Srila Prabhupada, ISKCON is
trying to give people the knowledge of
the soul. This knowledge frees us from
the miseries of life and engages us in
Lord’s loving devotional service. Thus,
we can perfect our present life and fi-
nally go back home, back to Godhead
to our eternal father Lord Krsna, from
Whel'e we all have come. %

Srivatsa Dasa, (Srinath Rao) is a
disciple of His Holiness Bhakti-caru
Swami Maharaja and serves at
BHISMA department in ISKCON
Juhu.
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The Temple of....

(Continued from page 24)

structure and construction began. On
that occasion, [ had my first daréana,
in person, of His Holiness Bhakti-caru
Swami Maharaja. Maharaja was hold-
ing something covered with white
cloth. When he went inside the altar
and the darsana opened, I found that
They were small Deities of Radha
Madana-mohana. The Lord had fi-
nally appeared in Ujjain! I could not
believe it. Not only the Lord appeared,
but I also found as my spiritual mas-
ter His Holiness Bhakti-caru Swami

Maharaja, who had brought the Lord

to Ujjain. What more mercy could I
have asked for?

12* November was Dipawali. I told
my father that [ wanted to go for the
Mangala arati. Papa took me for the
arati and let me stay there after it
ended. On that day, Maharaja gave the
Srimad-Bhagavatam class. Since the
class was in Bengali, he asked me, “Do
you know Bengali?” “No.” I replied.
Then he asked a woman to translate
the class for me. [ was very happy that
day- it was the first time Guru
Maharaja had spoken to me!

That day papa also heard the class
and asked Maharaja, “How can we ex-
perience the spiritual world while stay-
ing in this world?” Maharaja was very
happy with the question and very
nicely gave the answer. Papa found so
much bliss in the Mangala arati that
he felt as though he was in heaven.
He also developed a desire to join
ISKCON. He met Maharaja and then
left his job in Reliance and became a
full-time devotee in temple. This was
the happiest occasion for me.

Life has come full circle for me.
Where initially [ was alone in Ujjain,
now | have wonderful association of
devotees, Guru Maharaja, and Lord —
everything. Truly if we take one-step
towards Lord Krsna, He rushes to us
with thousands of strides. Q

Parul Upadhyavya lives with her
family in Ujjain.
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

CENTERS IN INDIA

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivendanta Swami Prabhupada

Correct
as of

June 30,
- 20006

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur,
799 001/ Tel. (0381) 22-7053/ Fax: (0381) 22-4780.
E-mail: premadata@rediffmail.com

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar High-
way Crossing, 380 054/ Tel. (079) 2686-1945, 1645, or 2350
E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@pamho.net

Allahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 403 Baghambari
Housing Scheme Bharadwaj PuramAllahapur, 211006.
Tel.(0532) 609213.

Amritsar, Punjab — Chowk Moni Bazar, Laxmansar,
143 001. Tel. (0183) 2540177.

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block,
Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/ Tel. (080) 3471956.
Fax: (080) 3578625/ E-mail: ard@iskconbangalore.org
Bangalore, Karnataka — [SKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, 5,
Ist Main Road, Sripuram, Seshadripuram,
Bangalore- 560020. Tel : (080) 2356-5708.

Mobile 9844-234-108. e-mail: vibhav.krishna.jps@pamho.net
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd.,
390 021. Tel. (0265) 231-0630 or 233-1012 or 235-0885.
E-mail: basu.ghosh.achsp@pamho.net

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi,
590 006. Tel. (0831) 243-6267 or 240-0108.

Bharatpur, Rajasthan c/o Jeevan Nirman Sansthan, 1 Gol
Bagh Road, 321001. Tel. (05644) 22044.

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, IRC Vil-
lage, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 255-3517, 253-3475, or 255-4283.
E-mail: iskconbhubaneswar@rediffmail.com

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B,
160 036/ Tel. (0172) 260-1590 or 260-3232.
e-mail : bhaktivinode.gkg@pamho.net

Chennai, TN — Hare Krishna Land, Bhaktivedanta Road,
Injambakkam, Off ECR Road, Chennai 600 041.
Tel. (044) (044) 25019147, 25019303, 24343266
E-mail: iskconchennai@eth.net

Coimbatore, TN — Sri Jagannath Mandir, 100 ft. New
Scheme Road, Hare Krishna Land, Aerodrome P.O.,
Coimbatore 641 011/ Tel. (0422) 262-6509 or 262-6508.
E-mail: info@iskcon-coimbatore.org

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd.,
361 335. Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319

Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania,
781 007. Tel. (0361) 254-5963

Hanumkonda, AP — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 0O11.
Tel. (08712) 77399

Haridaspur, West Bengal — P.O. Chhaygharia, Bangaon,
24 Parganas, West Bengal 743 704. Tel. (03215) 57856.
Haridwar, Uttaranchal — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, G.
House, Nai Basti, Mahadev Nagar, Bhimgoda, 249 401.

Tel. (01334) 261116.

Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station
Rd., 500 001. Tel. (040) 2474-4969 or 2460-7089
E-mail: vedantacaitanya@pamho.net.

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd,,
795 Q01. Tel. (0385) 221587.

Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road.
Tel. (0731) 4972665

Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON, Giridhari Dauji Temple,
ISKCON Rd., Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar, Jaipur
302 020 (mail: 84/230, Sant Namdev Marg, Opp. K.V.
No. 5, Mansarovar, Jaipur 302 020) Tel. (0414) 2782765 or
2781860, E-mail: jaipur@pamho.net

Jammu, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, c/o Shankar
Charitable Trust, Shakti Nagar, Near AG Office.
Tel. (0191) 2582306.

Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata
Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi, 182 101. Tel. (01991) 233047.
Kolkata — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 2287 3757/
6075/8242. Fax: (033) 247-8515

E-mail: iskcon.calcutta@pamho.net

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369, Gudri Muhalla, Main Ba-
zaar, 132 118. Tel. (01744) 234806.

Ludhiana, Punjab — Sterling Tower, Vrindavan Rd., Civil
Lines, 141001/ Tel. (161) 2770600 or(161) 3118897 or 98159-
40005. E-mail: iskcon.ludiana@pamho.net

Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg,
226 018/ Tel. (0522) 223556 or 271551.

Madras — (see Chennai)

Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001.
Tel. (0452) 274-6472.

Mangalore, Karnataka —ISKCON, Hare Krishna Ashram,
Shivagiri, Above Professional Courier, Nandi Gudda Road,
Attavar, Mangalore-575001. Phone.0824-2423326.2442756.
09844325616.

Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya
Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist Nadia, 741 313.
Tel. (03472) 245239, 245240, or 245233 Fax: (03472) 245238.
E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
Tel. 795133.

Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu
400 049/ Tel. (022) 2620-6860. Fax: (022) 2620-5214. E-mail:
iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guesthouse.bombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite
Bharatiya  Vidya Bhavan, Near Babulnath
Temple, Chowpaty, 400 007. Tel. (022) 2369-7228. Fax: (022)
2367-7941. E-mail: radha-krishna.rns@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E),
opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane, 401
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107. Tel. (022) 2811-7795 or -71796. Fax: (022) 2811-8875.
E-mail: jagjivan.gkd@pamho.net

Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, 8
Shastri Layout, Ring Road, Khamla, 400 015. Tel. (0712)
2273987 or 2273988. E-mail: bhaktagaurav@hotmail.com
New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd.,
East of Kailash, 110 065. Tel. (011) 2623-6133, 4, 5, 6, 7.
Fax: (011) 2621-5421 or 2628-0067.

(Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonline.com

New Delhi — Sri Sri Radhika Raman - Krishna Balram
Mandir & Vedic Educational Centre, 41/77 Punjabi Bagh
west, New Delhi 110026 Tel no: 25222851, 25227478, 55136200.
Nellore—Iskcon, Iskcon city, Hare Krishna road, 524 004.
Tel. 0861-2314577, (M) 92155-36589,

email: sukadevaswami(@gmail.com.

Noida, UP — B-4, Secror 31, 201 301. Tel. (095120) 245-4912
or 245-5015. E-mail: vraja.bhakti.vilaslok@pamho.net
Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram (across
Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur, 413 304. Tel. (02186)
267241 or 267242. E-mail: iskconpdpr@rediff.com

Patna, Bihar — Arya Kumar Rd., Rajendra Nagar, 800 016.
Tel. (0612) 687637 or 685081. Fax: (0612) 687635.
E-mail: krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001
Tel. (020) 2633-2328 or 2636-1855. E-mail: iyfpune@vsnl.com
Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001.
Tel. (06752) 231440

Raipur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar,
Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh,  Raipur 492
001. Tel. (0771) 5037555. E-mail: iskconraipur@yahoo.com
Ranaghat, West Bengal — Gourdham, Habibpur, Ranaghat,
Dist. Nadia 741 403. Tel. (03473) 281150 or 281226.
E-mail: shyamrup@pamho.net

Salem, Tamil Nadu — ISKCON, Hare Krishna Land,
Rajaram Nagar, Salem 636 007. Tel. (0427) 2418245.
E-mail: iskcon.salem@pamhao.net

Secunderabad, AP — 27, St. John's Rd., 500 026. Tel. (040)
780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021

Silchar, Assam — Ambikaparti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788
004. Tel. (03842) 34615

Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Road, Gitalpara, 734 406.
Tel. (0353) 426619 or 539046 or 539082. Fax: (0353) 526130
Solapur, Maharashtra — C-29/49 Naganaath Laghudyog
Society, Near Karnik Nagar, Behind Yalialinga Math,
Solapur 413 006. Tel. (098) 9012 8619.

E-mail: ekalavyadas@yahoo.com

Sri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya
Apartments, 620 006. Tel. (0431) 433945

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005. Tel.
(0261) 765891, 765516, or 773386. E-mail: surat@pamho.net
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/
1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014. Tel. (0471) 328197.
E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net

Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507.
Tel. (0877) 2230114 or 2230009.

E-mail: revati.raman.jps@pamho.net

Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram,
SrilaPrabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar.
Tel. (01992) 270298, 276146.

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — [SKCON, Opposite Poly-
technic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 230796 or 233012

Varanasi, UP — [SKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near
Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010.

Tel. (0542) 276422 or 222617.

Vellore, Tamil Nadu — ISKCON, Chennai Ext. Centre,
10-12, 10th East Cross Road, Gandhi Nagar, Vellore-6.
632006.

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh — Venkatapalem Karakatta
Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandal, Vijayawada,
Gunrur Dist. 522 501. Tel. (08645) 272513.
Vishakapatnam, AP — [ISKCON, 7-5-108
Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 C03. Tel. (0891) 2528376.
E-mail: ISKCONVIZA@pamho.net

Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist.,
281 124. Tel. (0565) 254-0021. Fax: (0565) 254-0053.
E-mail: vrindavan@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) Tel. (0565)
254-0022; ramamani@sancharnet.in

Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007.
Tel. (08712) 426182

Karma exchange....

(Continued from page 32)

failure, and is never entangled although performing actions.
For such a person the cycle of karma ceases. In verse 18.66
Sri Krsna emphatically states, “Abandon all varieties of re-
ligion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from
all sinful reactions. Do not fear.” It is important to note
that Sri Kisna is recommending that one abandon all vari-
eties of religion, including pious activities, since such activi-
ties will also bind one to the material world.

While activities performed in the mood of detachment
do not have any reactions, devotional service, performed
only for the pleasure of the Lord, goes one-step further. It
not only stops the cycle of karma; it relieves one from
one’s due distress and eradicates the unmanifest desires in
various stages of maturity. In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
(1.1.17), Srila Rupa Gosvami describes devotional service,
or bhakti, as klesaghni - one which eradicates distress: and
$ubhada- one which bestows auspiciousness, which means
that if one takes to devotional service, all kinds of unnec-
essary labor and material distress cease entirely and one
achieves all good fortune.

In Srimad-Bhégavatam (11.14.19) Krsna explains: “Just
as a blazing fire turns firewood into ashes, devotion unto
Me completely burns to ashes sins committed by My devo-
tees.” The conclusion is that one should not strive too hard
for mundane things that may come of their own accord
and bind one to material existence, but rather use one’s
valuable time in the service of the Lord. &

- Syamananda Dasa
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EDITORIAL

KARMA EXCHANGE OFFER!

ith the advent of mega-retail marketing in In

dia, one ubiquitous feature is the rash of ex

change offers - from jeans to blenders and from
TV sets to luxury cars - almost everything that you do not
like in your life can be exchanged. Only if you can pay the
proper difference in price. How nice would it be if someone
could take our bad karmas and for some fee replace them
with good ones! Previously those who believed in the Vedic
way of life also believed in the principle of - prayascitta or
atonement. The following tale from the Nitisastra high-
lights the importance of proper atonement.

There were two sages by the name of Sanikha and Likhita.
One day, Likhita, the younger brother, happened to visit the
asrama of his elder brother. As Sankha was away Likhita
decided to wait for him. After considerable time had passed
Likhita became hungry and thinking that this was his
brothet’s a§rama, he decided to help himself to some ripened
fruits that were lying on the ground. As he was in the midst
of his small meal Sankha returned and noticed that his
brother was enjoying fruits without taking his permission.

Even before they exchanged pleasantries, Sankha ad-
monished Likhita for his wrongdoing and ordered him to
go to the king and confess his crime. As an obedient younger
brother, Likhita stood in front of the king and enquired
from him the proper punishment for a thief. The king re-
plied that in his kingdom the only punishment for theft is
cutting off the thief’s hands.

Likhita then ordered the king to punish him accord-
ingly. The bewildered king denied outright that he would
do such a thing unless he has heard the whole story. There-
fore, Likhita narrated the entire episode. The king begged
the sage not to request the punishment as he had eaten
fruits from the household of his own brother and not from
a stranger’s. Still Likhita stood firm and finally got his
hands lopped off.

Profoundly sad for losing his limbs and at the same
time satisfied that he had followed the proper conduct he
returned to his brother’s asrama. Without saying a word,
Sankha took him to the neatrby holy river and both began
to take their baths. No sconer than Likhita entered the
waters, his hands miraculously re-emerged. Likhita hap-
pily fell at the feet of his brother confident that this was a
result of his prayers.

Upon asked as to why did he impose the ordeal of pun-
ishment when he could perform such miracles, Sankha re-
plied that the whole purpose of this episode was to delin-
eate the ways of proper behavior.
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Of course, in today’s times people would scoff at the
whole thing as ‘impractical’. And it is so. As a ‘sin’ be-
comes a ‘sin’ taking into consideration the situation under
which the particular activity was conducted, similarly
atonement is also dependent on various factors.

In a famous conversation between the learned sage
Sukadeva Goswami and his equally illustrious disciple,
Pariksit Maharaja, the topic of ‘sinful activity and its nulli-
fication by prayascitta’ was discussed. Upon hearing that a
ritualistic atonement can adjust the situation, the intelli-
gent king criticized the process. If the atonement does not
cleanse the heart of the sinner then what is the value of
such a process. The main problem is that the heart of the
conditioned soul is filled up with dirty things - technically
called anarthas - that which has negative value. These
anarthas fall in six prominent categories of lust, anger, pride,
madness, envy and illusion. Maharaja Pariksit cites the ex-
ample of an elephant taking his ritualistic bath. An elephant
is a very big animal, and it takes bath in a lake, very nicely
washing his body. Then, as soon as he comes on the bank,
he immediately takes some dust and throws it over the body.

Something similar happens to the person performing
ritualistic atonement. One reaction to sinful activities is a
desire to commit more such sinful activities. While atone-
ment may soften the suffering from past sins, it does not
lessen the stockpile of desires that motivate one to commit
more such activities. That is why Sukadeva Goswami says
(Srimad—Bhﬁgavatam 6.1.11), “Persons who subject them-
selves to the rules and regulations of atonement are not at
all intelligent.” Furthermore, pious activities condition one
to the resultant enjoyment and thus provide the motiva-
tion to perform more such pious activities. Since a soul is
forced to accept a material body to live out these reac-
tions, the self-perpetuating reactions of any endeavor bind
one to the cycle of birth and death.

Sinful acts give me painful reactions and pious acts
condition me to enjoy the results and while doing so, 1
inadvertently commit some more sinful activities and thus
again suffer in the future. Is there any end to this never-
ending story? Mercifully yes.

In Bhagavad-gita SriKrsna offers a way out. While Krsna
concedes, “One cannot even maintain one’s physical body
without work,” He goes on to explain that by abandoning
attachment to the results of one’s activities, one becomes
free of karmic reactions. Such a person is satisfied by gain
that comes of its own accord, is undisturbed by success and

(please turn to page 31)
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