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COVER n Alachua, Florida, local Hare Krsna
devotees join the Padayatra America husband-
and-wife team for a one-day trek. Bound for
Mexico, the couple spent the winter in Florida
after traveling twelve hundred miles. Please see
the article beginning on page 50. (Photo by
Yamaraja Dasa.)

“So who is a brih-
mana? One who
knows God—he is
called a brahmana.
Therefore, the culmi-
nation of education is
to understand God.
That is education.
Otherwise, to get edu-
cation about how to
nicely eat, how to
nicely sleep, how to
nicely have sex life,
and how to defend
this education is there

even in the animals.”
—p. 56

WELCOME
v e .| IN OUR LAST ISSUE, we
ran the story of a group of
Hare Krsna youths touring
North America by bus. This
time we present a Hare
Krsna couple traversing
; . America at a much slower
pace—on a horse-drawn wagon. So far they’ve

covered twelve hundred miles on their way to

Mexico and beyond, giving out the teachings
of Lord Krsna in hundreds of towns along the  Lord Sri Krsna, the
way. Supreme Personality

On the other side of the world, Adbhuta wz{ gf}?ﬁ?fiﬁ:ﬁm /
Hari Dasa reports on a place where Krsna and spiritual worlds
spoke His teachings fifty centuries ago just
before leaving this world. In “The Song Goes
Ever On,” Satyaraja Dasa gives us a summary
of those teachings and tells us about Uddhava,
the intimate devotee to whom Lord Krsna
spoke them.

Krsna's extraordinary departure from the
earth is one of His many divine acts, the most
endearing of which took place in Vrndavana,
India. In “A Vrndavana Tour in Northern
Ireland,” we learn of how devotees are creat-

ing reminders of the holy sites of Vrndavana

thousands of miles away. LorlSt Catnya

This issue coincides with the anniversary Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
maost recent iricar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

of Lord Krsna’s appearance as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Amala-bhakta Dasa relates
some of Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s feats in “The
Wonders of Lord Caitanya.”

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraje Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

e To expose the faults of materialism.

¢ To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

* To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

¢ To celebrate the chanting of the holy

His Divine Grace

names of God as taught by Lord Sri e

Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna

Consciousness

Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

e To help every living being remember
and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.
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Letters

Encouraged by the Youth

I thoroughly enjoyed the article
“Hare Krsna Youth on Tour,” in the
January/February issue. Not having
the good fortune of living near a
temple, I have often wondered about
children raised as devotees. Are they
happy? Well-adjusted? It was encour-
aging to see that the American Hare
Krsna youth were able to experience
the beauty of their country and at the
same time introduce people to Krsna
consciousness. Just seeing their
smiling faces on the cover tells me
they’re special kids.

Gillian Ratliff

Via the Internet

Kindred Biker

Lord Caitanya’s mercy is revealed in
Tota Gopinatha’s biography [Jan/
Feb]. I too ride a Harley for God. I
have been allowed into places and
situations dressed as a biker that give
golden opportunities to talk about the
Absolute Truth, Radha-Krsna. Tears
of joy ran down my face as [ read
about Tota’s past. Mine is not too
different. I was initiated by Prabhu-
pada in 1974, fell down, and scratched
my way back to reality.
Revati-prana-natha Dasa
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Signs of Spiritual Progress

How can I know that I've improved
in my devotional service?

Priya Raj

Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: Here, from Srila
Prabhupada’s books, are several
important ways we can tell if we are
improving in devotional service.

In his purport to Bhagavad-gita
13.8-12, Srila Prabhupada writes that
we can tell we are making progress if
we are developing the qualities that
Krsna mentions in these verses:

“Humility; pridelessness; nonvio-

lence; tolerance; simplicity; approach-
ing a bona fide spiritual master;
cleanliness; steadiness; self-control;
renunciation of the objects of sense
gratification; absence of false ego; the
perception of the evil of birth, death,
old age and disease; detachment;
freedom from entanglement with
children, wife, home and the rest; even-
mindedness amid pleasant and unpleas-
ant events; constant and unalloyed
devotion to Me; aspiring to live in a
solitary place; detachment from the
general mass of people; accepting the
importance of self-realization; and
philosophical search for the Absolute
Truth.”

In his purport to Srimad-
Bhagavatam 4.23.29, Prabhupada
stresses detachment from sex life as an
indication: “One who is advanced in
devotional service is never attracted by
sex life, and as soon as one becomes
detached from sex life and proportion-
ately attached to the service of the
Lord, he actually experiences living in
the Vaikuntha [spiritual] planets.”

In his purport to Sri Caitanya-
caritamyta, Adi-1ila 7.143, he writes, “A
devotee’s only attachment is Krsna; he
no longer wants to maintain his
attachments to many other things.”

And in his purport to Sri Caitanya
Caritamyrta, Adi-1ila 1.60, he writes,
“Unless one gets this spiritual encour-
agement by following the instructions
of the spiritual master, it is not possible
to make advancement. Therefore, one’s
development of a taste for executing
these instructions is the test of one’s
devotional service.”

The Supremacy of Krsna

Based on the four original Vedas, how
do we find Krsna as the Supreme
Godhead, outside of Siva, besides the
sayings in the Gita? I have studied in
the past with a Saivite, and he states
that Siva is the supreme being. I would
like some clarification on this.

Ty H. Phillips

Via the Internet



OUR REPLY: The Narayana Upanisad
(4) says, brahmanyo devaki-putrah:
“The son of Devaki, Krsna, is the
Supreme Personality.” We also find
references to the supremacy of Visnu
and Nardyana, plenary expansions of
Krsna. The Rg Veda (1.22.20) states,
om tad visnoh paramarn padari sada
pasyanti surayah: “The devas are
always looking to that supreme abode
of Visnu.” The Narayana Upanisad (1)
says, “From Narayana are born the
seven Rudras [forms of Siva].” And
the Maha Upanisad (1) states, “In the
beginning of creation there was only
the Supreme Personality Narayana.
There was no Brahma, no Siva....”

Prabhupada wrote in a letter to a
disciple: “Sankaracarya is a Lord Siva
worshiper and an incarnation of Lord
Siva, and he admits that Narayana is
the master and Nardyana is the
Supreme. [Sankaracarya writes:]
Narayanah paro 'vyaktat [*“Narayana
existed before anything else was
manifest”]. This is the best authority.
What more evidence do you want?
This is in his Sarika Bhdsya [commen-
tary] on Bhagavad-gita. This is not
even the statement of the Puranas
but of Sankaracarya’s own writings.
How can you deny if the incarnation
of Lord Siva says that Krsna is
Supreme?”

Why No Eggs?

I understand that you Hare Krsnas are
vegetarians because you don’t want to
be responsible for animal slaughter,
but why are you prohibited from
eating eggs?
Jake Crosley
Via the Internet

SATYARAJA DASA REPLIES: The
most important reason we don’t eat
cggs is the same reason we don’t

eat meat or fish: We eat only Krsna
prasadam, food first offered to Krsna
in love and devotion. And in the
Bhagavad-gita (9.26) and other places,
Krsna tells us that He wants only

vegetarian food, including milk
products.

Krsna’s diet has the benefit of
being nonviolent, which is important
to devotees, and which vegetarians
can also appreciate. When it comes
to eggs, however, it can be argued
that no violence results from eating
them. So why refrain from eating
eggs?

First of all, to eat an egg you must
first torture a chicken—the two are
inextricably related. The modern
factory farm is a veritable concentra-
tion camp, with horrors better left
unmentioned in the pages of this
magazine.

Commercially produced eggs (for
eating) do not require male chick-
ens; they are the unnatural product
of biological manipulation. Thus,
they are often referred to as “veg-
etarian eggs.” But make no mis-
take—eggs can never be vegetarian.
In the first place, they do not grow
on trees. Secondly, the ovum, even in
factory-produced eggs, remains in
the center. This means that the eggs
people eat contain living cells with
all the processes of metabolism, such
as respiration, digestion, and so on.
The fifteen thousand pores on the
eggshell alone are used to inhale
oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide
and water vapor. What does all this
mean? If that same unfertilized
ovum were to encounter sperm, it
could become a fertilized egg—and
then a chicken. As strange as it
sounds, what we are really talking
about here is the eating of a chick-
en’s daily menstrual secretion.

In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna
categorizes foods according to their
effect on the consciousness. Eggs
belong in the category of foods that
drag the consciousness toward
darkness and ignorance—something
that persons on the spiritual path
would do well to avoid.

Please write to us at: BTG, P. O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
E-mail: editors@krishna.com.

PERSONAL
GODHEAT

NOW AVAILABLE
TO READ OR DOWN-
LOAD FOR FREE AT:

SRILA PRABHUPADA'S
BOOKS ONLINE:

BHAGAVAD-GITA,
SRIMAD BHAGAVATAM,
CAITANYA CARITAMRITA,
SRI ISOPANISAD,
NECTAR OF DEVOTION,

KRSNA BOOK, :
AND MANY MORE.
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HOW
TO RECEIVE
KRSNA
MESSAGE

Lord Krsna Himself sets up the system by which
His teachings find their way to us.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Sri-prahrada wvaca
kaumara dacaret prajiio
dharman bhagavatan iha
durlabham manusarm janma
tad apy adhruvam arthadam

who is sufficiently intelligent should

se the human form of body from the
very beginning of life—in other words,
from the tender age of childhood—to practice the ac-
tivities of devotional service, giving up all other en-
gagements. The human body is most rarely achieved,
and although temporary like other bodies, it is mean-

PRAHLADA MAHARAIJA SAID: One
u

ingful because in human life one can perform devo- |

tional service. Even a slight amount of sincere
devotional service can give one complete perfection.
—Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.6.1

Today I shall explain the importance of
Krsna consciousness as it was conceived by
one of the greatest devotees in this disciplic
succession. You know we are under disciplic
succession. We do not manufacture anything
by mental concoction. We do not approve
that method. We receive knowledge from
the authorities, and out of many such
dcaryas, or authorities, who have appeared
and disappeared, Prahlada Maharaja is one.

We don’t say “born” and “died,” but “appear” and
“disappear.” This is the explanation: None of us, nei-
ther Krsna nor we living entities, are born or die; we
appear and disappear. In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord
Krsna says on the battlefield, “My dear Arjuna, don’t
think that you or Me or all the kings and soldiers
who have assembled on this battlefield did not exist
in the past and will not exist in the future.” That means

The twelve mahajanas (clockwise from top, left): Brahma, Narada, Siva, the Kumaras,
Kapila, Manu, Prahlada, Janaka, Bhisma, Bali, Sukadeva, and Yamaraja.



Just as one changes his dress, when the present body
is unworkable he changes to a new body.

they existed in the past and they’re
existing at present and they would ex-
ist also in the future. That means we
are all eternal.

The body is changing, and the final
change, when you transmigrate from
one body to another, is called death.
But actually, there is no death. Na
jayate na mriyate va kadacit [Bg. 2.20].
In the Bhagavad-gita you'll find that
the living entity is never born and never
dies. Na hanyate hanyamane Sarire.
One may say, “I see that he is dying.”
But he is not dying; he is finishing this
present body.

An example is given: vasamsi jirnani
yatha vihaya [Bg. 2.22]. Just as one
changes his dress, when the present
body is unworkable he changes to a
new body. When the eyes cannot see,
there is blindness. Similarly, when the
hand cannot work, the leg cannot work,
the tongue cannot work—because at
the last stage these mechanical ar-
rangements of this body will stop func-
tioning—that is called death. Try to
understand: If I cannot see, that does
not mean I am dead. Similarly, when
the senses of the body cannot function,
that also does not mean that I am dead.
This is to be understood with a little
intelligence and a cool head.

Prahlada Maharaja, a great devotee,
is in the line of disciplic succession.
He’s considered one of the great
dcdryas, authorities. Who is an acarya?
An dcarya is one who knows the intri-
cacies of Vedic knowledge, behaves in
terms of that knowledge, and teaches
his disciple in terms of that knowledge.
The word dacarya means a person
whose behavior is to be followed—we
don’t just follow someone according to
our taste—and that acarya comes in the
standard disciplic succession.

TWELVE GREAT
AUTHORITIES

We are discussing the instructions |
of Prahlada Mahéréja because he hap- |

pens to be one of the stalwart dearyas.
The names of such authorized acaryas
are mentioned in Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Who are they? Svayambhiir naradah
§ambhuh . . . [Srimad-Bhagavatam
6.3.20]. Svayambhuh means Brahma.
Brahma is born without any material
father and mother. Therefore he is
called svayambhuh, “self-manifested.”
He is the only living creature within
this universe born without a father and
mother. That means without a material
father and mother. But he has his fa-
ther. His father is the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, Narayana. Brahma
is born out of the lotus flower grown
from the abdomen of Narayana. There-
fore he’s called svayambhuh. Before
him there was no existence of material
creation.

Next is Narada. Narada is born from
Brahma. Then Sambhu, who is also
born of Brahma. Sambhu is Lord Siva.
He is also one of the dcaryas.

Next are the Kumaras, who are also
sons of Brahma. The word kumadara
means brahmacari, celibate. When they
were born, Brahma wanted to create
living entities to fill the universe, so he
wanted many sons and grandsons.

Brahma requested his four Kumaéra
sons, “My dear boys, get yourself mar-
ried and increase the population.”

But the Kumaras said, “My dear fa-
ther, we are not going to marry. We are
not going to be entangled in this mate-
rial way of life. We shall remain as
brahmacdris and cultivate Krsna con-
sciousness.”

Oh, the father was very angry.

“Oh, you are refusing my order?”

From his anger Lord Siva was born.

Lord Siva’s name is also Rudra because |

he was crying (rudra) from the very
beginning of his birth. He too is one of
the authorities.

Kapila, another acarya, is the son of
Devahiti, and He’s considered an in-
carnation of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead.

Next is Manu, the father of the man-
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kind. From manuh, the word “man” is
derived.

Now Prahlada’s name comes. Then
Janaka, the great king whose daughter,
Sita, was married to Lord Ramacandra.
Therefore, Sitd’s name is also Janaki,
“the daughter of Maharaja Janaka.” He
is also a great authority.

Then Bhisma. You have heard the
name of Bhisma, the grandfather of
Arjuna. He is also one of the authori-
ties.

Then Maharaja Bali, a king. He was
a grandson of Prahlada Maharaja. All
these persons became authorities by
their exemplary character for advanc-
ing in Krsna consciousness. Therefore
they are considered authorities.

Next is vaiyasakih, which means
“the son of Vyasadeva,” or Sukadeva
Gosvami. He’s also an authority. And
the verse ends with the word vayam,
“we,” meaning Yamaraja, the control-
ler of sinful activities and the speaker
of the verse. He is like the superinten-
dent of police, appointed by Krsna. He
is also one of the authorities. How can
you deny the superintendent of police
as an authority? As the superintendent
of police is an authority in the state, so
Yamaraja is an authority.

AN ATHEIST’S
SAINTLY SON

Today we are speaking about the
instructions of one of the authorities,
Prahlada Maharaja. What is the history
of Prahlada Maharaja? He was born
in the family of a great atheist. His fa-
ther was a great atheist, Hiranyakasipu.
Hiranya means gold, and kasipi means
enjoyment in soft bedding. He was con-
cerned with two things: money and
sense enjoyment. That was his business,
and he wanted to train his boy in that
way. But fortunately, the boy happened
to be a great devotee by the instruc-
tion of Narada. He was born in the fam-
ily of atheists—his father was a great
atheist. But because he was blessed by



a great devotee, Narada, he became a
great devotee.

Now,Prahlada took the opportunity
of spreading Krsna consciousness.
Where? In his school. He was a five-
year-old boy, and as soon as he would

get the opportunity, he would spread |
Krsna consciousness to his classmates. |

That was his business.

And so,many times Prahlada Maha-
raja’s father called in the teachers:
“What education are you giving to my
child? Why he is chanting Hare Krsna?
[Laughter] Why are you spoiling my
boy?” [Laughter.]

You see? So don’t think that I am
spoiling these boys and girls by teach-
ing them Hare Krsna.

So the teacher said, “My dear sir, I
teach your son very nicely about poli-
tics, economics, and, as you want, to
become a very clever man in the ma-
terial world. But unfortunately I do not
know wherefrom your son has learned
this Hare Krsna. So please excuse me.
I am trying to make your son forget this
nonsense Hare Krsna, but I do not
know how. By nature, he chants Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, and not only is he
spoiling himself, but he’s spoiling my
whole school. [Laughter.] Because as
soon as he chants Hare Krsna, all the
boys join with him, and they clap and
they dance. So this is going on.”

THE GAUDIYA
VAISNAVA SUCCESSION

Now, this edition of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam here on the table is a

great, grand edition. Each verse con- |

tains eight commentaries by great stal-
wart devotees. They represent different
disciplic successions of devotees. There
are four authorized disciplic succes-
sions. As I have already mentioned,
Brahmai is one of the authorities. He
has a disciplic succession: from Brahma
to Néarada, from Narada to Vyasadeva,
from Vyasadeva to Madhvacarya, from
Madhvécarya to—I am making a short-
cut—Madhavendra Puri, from Madha-
vendra Puri to I$vara Puri, from Iévara
Puri to Lord Caitanya, from Lord Cai-
tanya to Svarilpa Damodara, from Sva-
rupa Damodara to the six Gosvamis,
from the six Gosvamis to Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami, the author of
Caitanya-caritamrta, and from him to

Narottama Dasa Thakura, from Na-
rottama Dasa Thakura to Visvanatha
Cakravarti, from Visvanatha Cakra-
varti Thakura to Jagannatha Dasa Ba-

| baji, from Jagannatha Dasa Babiji to

Bhaktivinoda Thakura, from Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura to GaurakiSora Dasa
Babaji Maharaja, and from Gaura-
kisSora Dasa Babaji to my spiritual mas-
ter. And then we are descended.

In this way, the disciplic succession
is coming. What is the significance of
the disciplic succession? If you receive
knowledge from the descendants of
these authorities, then you get perfect
knowledge. Perfect knowledge is im-
parted by the supreme perfect, God,
and it is received by Brahma. And the
same knowledge is handed over to Na-
rada. Narada hands it over to Vyasa-
deva, Vyasadeva hands it over to
Madhvacarya, and so on. If a ripe fruit
on the top of the tree falls down all of
a sudden, it is destroyed. But if it is
handed over from up to down, down,
down, then it comes as it is, and you
can enjoy the undamaged fruit. Simi-
larly, when knowledge is handed down
by disciplic succession, then you can
enjoy the reality.

That is confirmed in the Bhagavad-
gita. In the fourth chapter you’ll find
that Krsna says, imam vivasvate yogari
proktavan aham avyayam [Bg. 4.1].

| “First of all, I spoke this yoga system
| to Vivasvan.” Vivasvan is the name of

the controlling deity in the sun planet.
As we have got many presidents, each
higher planet has a president. Accord-
ing to Vedic language, they are known
as the moon-god or the sun-god or
Varuna, and so on. You also can occupy
such posts if you become qualified. Just
as you can become the President, you
can also occupy the predominating
post in the sun planet, in the moon
planet, and in all the other planets. That
is also confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita
[7.23]: devan deva-yajo yanti. Anyone
who aspires to be elevated to the plan-
etary system inhabited by the demi-
gods can go there.

So Krsna says, “First of all, I nar-
rated this yoga system to Vivasvan.”
Vivasvan is the predominating deity of
the sun. He was taught the Bhagavad-
gita. And Krsna says, vivasvan manave
praha: “And Vivasvan, this gentleman,

(please turn to page 57)
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What Is the |
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on a great
ancient tradition rooted in the
Bhagavad-gita, the teachings Lord
Krsna spoke five millenniums ago.
The Gita and the other Vedic
scriptures declare Krsna to be the
original person, God Himself, who
appears periodically in this world
to liberate all living beings.

Only five bundred years ago,
Krsna descended as St Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most
sublime and effective means of
meditation for the present day: the
chanting of the names of God,
especially as found in the Hare
Krsna mantra,

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system thatlets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the uin bat,
long a like the a in far (and held
twice as long as the short a). Pro-
nounce e like the ain evade,longi
like the i in pique. Pronounce the
vowel rlike the riin xim, and clike
the chin chair. Pronounce conso-
nants like ch, jh, and dh asin
staunch-heart, hedge-hog,and red-
hot. Pronounce § and s like sh.

~ Sofor Krsna say KRISHNA, for

Caitanya say CHATTANYA.,

Spiritval Names

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees,combined with Dasa,formen,

- or Dasi, for women, both of which

mean ‘servant.” Forinstance,the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”



- TRUE MEANING
AND GLORIES
OF THE

HOLY NAME

We risk disrespecting God when we underestimate
the spiritual power of chanting His names.

by Urmila Devi Dasi

This is the fourth in a series of articles
on offenses to be avoided when trying
to progress spiritually by chanting
God’s names. This article discusses the
offenses of considering the holy name
a mundane auspicious ritual, giving the
holy name an imaginary meaning, and
thinking that the glories of the holy
name are exaggerated.

four hours left.”

My mother’s breathing had be-
come labored, and she could no longer
give that tiny nod or shake of head to
indicate her desires.

So,it had come. Unable to speak, my
mother had written “When?” once or
twice in her many weeks without any
sustenance but water. Now I immedi-
ately thought of rituals of protection—
marking her body with sacred clay,
putting beads of fulasi wood on her,
and so on. But that was not to be.

“No Krsna rituals,” my cousin the
doctor admonished me. Although not

' S HE HAS between two and twenty-

her attending physician, being a doc-
tor he had more or less taken charge
of things. “Your mother was not a Hare
Krsna. Let her die as she lived.”

“But,” I argued, “these last weeks
I’ve been chanting to her, reading sto-
ries to her from our scriptures, singing
devotional songs. She often asked me
to, and really loved it. Why should I do
something different today?”

I was hopeful, yet nervous. For two
weeks now I'd been with my mother
twelve hours or more a day. The first
week my muscles gradually became
intensely strained, as I was on constant
full alert, trying to notice when death
would come so I could help her remem-
ber Krsna. Finally I understood: If 1
told my mother to surrender to Krsna,
I had to do the same. The time and cir-
cumstances of her death were not in
my hands. I couldn’t be with her every
moment, controlling the situation.
Hadn’t her roommate here in the nurs-
ing home, apparently in reasonably
good condition, died unexpectedly
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The holy name comes directly from the most
intimate, sacred realm of the Supreme:
Goloka Vrndavana, Krsna’s abode in the spiritual world.

from a heart attack practically in this
very room just days ago? At that mo-
ment, I’d been at the nurses’ station.
Would I be there when my mother’s
death came?

“No Krsna rituals,” he repeated.

I sighed and then looked directly
into his eyes and shook his hand.

“No rituals,” I said, “and that’s a
promise.”

Keeping that promise, I again read
my mother the story of how Krsna
married Rukmini. Then I chanted out
loud on my beads, “Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rdma Rama, Hare
Hare.”

My mother’s private aide, who had
worked as a registered nurse in South
America, was an educated, intelligent
woman with a sweet simple faith in
God and Jesus.

When she heard my chanting, she
said with a conspiratorial glance, “Your
cousin is still in the building.”

When he returned to the room
sometime later, I quickly put down my
beads, but though he saw and heard me
chanting, he didn’t complain. Did he
understand that chanting the holy
name is not a religious ritual, what to
speak of a sectarian one?

PURITY
WITHOUT RITUALS

Because Krsna, the Supreme Lord,
is the summit and definition of purity,
no one can achieve His direct service
without also being pure. All the genu-
ine scriptures and religious traditions
of the world, therefore, have rituals and
processes for bringing a human being
to a level of purity where love of God
becomes possible. But the holy name
itself has the power to create purity
without the need of rituals.

Unfortunately, transcendent spiri-
tual practices such as chanting God’s

LI B

names can be mistaken for rituals or
become transformed into external,
meaningless traditions over time.
Therefore, many people assume that
the chanting of Krsna’s names, as in
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rima,

| Rdma Rama, Hare Hare, is the formal
[ procedure of a particular religious sect,

meant for gaining worldly happiness,
power over the body and mind, or sal-
vation. Such thinking is an offense to
the name. Similar offenses are to give
a material interpretation of the holy
name and to think that the spiritual
glories attributed to the name are ex-
aggerations or mythology. If we offend
the name in these ways, Krsna will hide
His name’s true meaning and bless-
ings from us. The result will be sorrow,
rather than the awakening of our love
for Krsna.

There are reasons why we might be
confused about the transcendental na-
ture of Krsna’s name. For example, the
scriptures promise material rewards or
liberation to one who chants the holy
name. And there are standard proce-
dures—apparently rituals—for chant-
ing the Lord’s name, such as taking a
vow to chant a certain number of
names a day and using beads as an aid

| tomeditation.

Krsna's name, however, is Krsna
Himself incarnated as sound. The holy
name comes directly from the most
intimate, sacred realm of the Supreme;
Goloka Vrndavana, Krsna’s abode in
the spiritual world. The holy name is
Krsna entering our hearts and rising to
dance on our tongues. But just as com-
puter novices know only a few elemen-
tary functions, beginners in spiritual
science may not appreciate who the
name is and how the name is within
their mouth. In other words, beginners
might not understand that the holy
name has unlimited power.

Krsna has invested the holy name
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with all energies, so chanting gives one
access to all energies, including the
spiritual. In contrast, a person who per-
forms mundane, karmic activities, or
pious acts meant to obtain wealth,
health, and other things of this world,
contacts only material energies. And
meditation, contemplation, and philo-
sophical endeavors connect one only
with energies for salvation, sometimes
called brahma-nirvana. Therefore, we
offend the name if we think chanting
to be only as potent as activities of pi-
ety and salvation.

It is true that sometimes working
piously (karma) or for liberation
(through jAana) helps create a situa-
tion conducive to chanting the holy
name. Yet the difference between these
activities and chanting can be further
explained as follows. Actions for piety
or salvation are means to an end.
They’re eventually abandoned and are
always less than pure. Chanting the
holy name, however, is both the prin-
cipal means to attain love of God and
the main activity one performs once
one attains that love. The holy name is
never impure; the purity and glories of
the name become uncovered as the
chanter’s purity increases. A person
who understands these points about
the holy name rejects karma and jiiana
and takes solely to bhakti, which cen-
ters on chanting,

WORKS AND FAITH

Critics of chanting who see it as a
ritual say that God and His service are
unattainable through our own effort,
including chanting. Like austerities,
study, and other “works” (to use the
biblical term), chanting can’t force God
to accept us. We would agree with
that—at least in the sense of mechani-
cal chanting. Srila Prabhupada writes,
“Revival of the dormant affection or
love of Godhead does not depend on



the mechanical system of hearing and
chanting, but it solely and wholly de-
pends on the causeless mercy of the
Lord. When the Lord is fully satisfied
with the sincere efforts of the devotee,
He may endow him with His loving
transcendental service.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.7.6, Purport)

What are those “sincere efforts”
that attract the grace of Krsna? They

are our efforts to grab Krsna’s merci- |

ful love when offered. The externals of
genuine systems of spiritual life and
religion, such as taking up a regime of
chanting, are meant to display our sin-
cerity to Krsna so that He will be in-
clined to reveal Himself to us.

There is thus a symbiosis between
“works” and “faith” (citing the bibli-
cal terms again). But ordinary pious or
philanthropic works do not attract
Krsna’s attention, although they can be
helpful to bring a soul to a life of self-
realization. Only work in devotion, in
direct service to the Lord and saintly
persons, brings Krsna’s notice.

In fact, ultimately nothing but the
mercy of the Lord will bring us to our
original state of spiritual happiness.
The main way to show our desire for
this mercy is to connect with Krsna’s
names, especially by chanting the
mahda-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare.

But what of those material benefits
promised to the chanter? They're true,
and not held up as merely glittering
trinkets to attract our attention and get
our motivation churning. Yet Krsna’s
devotee may not achieve such benefits.
Why? Because the devotee doesn’t ask
for those small and tasteless fruits, hav-
ing attained the juicy sweet nectar of
Krsna’s love.

The scriptures also describe exam-
ples of immediate tremendous spiritual
realization and purification through
chanting and other transcendent ser-
vices of devotion. Because such results
are uncommeon, however, one might
think the scriptures exaggerate the
benefits of chanting. But the benefits
are real. It's just a matter of when and
how a person experiences the name’s
glories, and that depends on Krsna’s
mercy and the chanter’s careful avoid-
ance of offenses.

WHY CHANTING
GIVES HAPPINESS

Some people think that positive
changes in one who chants the holy
names result from the mechanics of

| chanting rather than from a spiritual

transformation. For example, a promi-

nent American newsmagazine recently |

ran a cover article about how all “reli-
gious experience” can be attributed to
the brain’s neurological functions. In
other words, some scientists claim that
the physical act of chanting changes
brain chemistry and such alterations
cause what is then termed spiritual
happiness or realization. But scriptures
and saints tell us that transcendent

pleasure and understanding cause posi-
tive changes in the body and mind,
some of which may be measured in
brain chemistry. It is reasonable that
the love of someone enraptured by
Krsna would affect the body in which
he or she resides, just as a party in a
house would vibrate the walls and
floors. To state that the floors’ vibra-
tions caused the joyous mood of the
revelers would be illogical.

The holy name has the potency to
transform someone from illusioned to
enlightened because the name is Krsna
Himself and in the form of the maha-
mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,

(please turn to page 38)

The Sun of the Holy Name

@ orship the Lord, whose name

is like the sun, for just as

a slight appearance of the sun

dissipates the darkness of night,

so a slight appearance of the

holy name of Krsna can drive away

all the darkness of ignorance

that arises in the heart due to greatly

sinful activities performed

in previous lives.

—Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.1.103
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The Wonders
Ot Lord Caitanya

During His presence on earth about five hundred
vears ago, Lord Krsna’s most recent incarnation
often displayed His divine powers.

by Amala-bhakta Dasa

This is the second of three articles describing the mirac-
ulous events in the life of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
The information herein comes from Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta and Sri Caitanya-Bhagavata.

ment for chanting the holy name of the Lord

(sankirtana), many of His followers would sing,
dance, and play musical instruments for many hours
in glorification of Lord Krsna. Some envious brah-
manas resented the Lord’s increasing power and in-
fluence over the people and decided to try to check
Him at any cost.

These brahmanas complained to the Moslem Kazi,
or governor, that Lord Caitanya’s movement was sin-
ful and would result in Navadvipa’s becoming de-
serted. Many Moslems also complained, but mainly
about the resounding noise of the sasikirtana. All the
faultfinders urged the Kazi to banish the Lord from
the city.

These reports greatly angered the Kazi. So one
evening, entering a home in which sankirtana was in
progress, the Kazi broke a devotee’s drum. He then
banned all sankirtana and threatened serious punish-
ment to anyone who violated his order. Shocked and
disheartened, the devotees informed Lord Caitanya,
who then organized a massive civil disobedience
march consisting of hundreds of thousands of devo-
tees engaged in a thunderous sankirtana.

When the demonstration reached the Kazi’s resi-

S OON AFTER LORD Caitanya began His move-

dence, Lord Caitanya conversed with him on several
issues, and the governor revealed an amazing experi-
ence he’d had.

“On the evening I broke the drum and forbade
any further sarikirtana,” the Kazi said, “I had a horri-
fying dream. I saw a dreadful creature with a human
body and a lion’s face roaring loudly. He jumped on
my chest and savagely laughed at me. Placing His nails
on my chest, He said in a grim voice, ‘I shall tear your
chest apart the way you broke the drum! You have
forbidden the performance of My congregational

| chanting; therefore I must kill you.’

“Horribly afraid, I shut my eyes and trembled.
Then the man-lion said, ‘I have conquered you just to
teach you a lesson. But I will be merciful to you be-
cause on that day you did not create a big disturbance.
So I have forgiven you and not killed you. But if you
do that again, I will destroy you, your entire family,
and all the meat-eaters [the Moslems].’

“After the man-lion said this, He left. I would like
you to see the scratches He made over my heart.”

The Kazi then revealed his chest, and as the people
there saw the scratches, they were astonished. Every-
one realized that Lord Nrsirhha, the half-man, half-
lion incarnation of God, who had appeared long ago
to kill the demon Hiranyakasipu and protect His devo-
tee Prahlada, had again appeared for a similar pur-
pose. But what most people did not know was that
Lord Caitanya Himself was also Lord Nrsimha—and
thus His sankirtana mission could not be checked.

Right: Lord Caitanya cures the leprosy of the devotee Vasudeva, who showed unparalleled compassion
to all living beings, even to the worms that lived by eating the sores on his body.
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The Moslem governor decrees that his descendents will never again
impede Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement.

The Kazi then revealed something
equally extraordinary.

On the same day that he had
dreamed about Lord Nrsimmha, one of
his soldiers said, “When I went to stop
the congregational chanting, suddenly
flames struck my face. My beard was
burned and there were blisters on my
cheeks.”

Every other orderly who had tried
to check the devotees’ sarnkirtana re-
ported a similar experience.

But even more remarkable was
that some of the complaining Moslems,
after hearing the Hare Krsna mantra,

began to uncontrollably chant it, even |

though they had no desire to.

When the conversation ended, the
Kazi said to Lord Caitanya, “To all my
future descendants, I give this solemn
order: No one should ever stop the
sankirtana movement.”

His descendants have respectfully
honored those words.

THE LORD
REVIVES A CHILD

house, Lord Caitanya, along with His
devotees, was deeply absorbed in sasn-
kirtana. During the festival, Srivasa
Thakura was informed that one of his
sons, who had been seriously ill, had

5 | and replied, “I've lived
One night at Srivasa Thakura’s |

| just died. To avoid disturbing Lord

Caitanya and His devotees, Srivasa
forbade his family members from ex-
pressing their sorrow and grief at that
time. Thus, the blissful chanting and
dancing continued without tearful
interruptions.

But when the sari-
kirtana ended, the omni-
scient Lord Caitanya
said, “There must have
been some calamity in
this house.”

He was then told
about the death of Sri-
vasa’s son.

“Why wasn’t this
news given to Me ear-
lier?” He sorrowfully
asked,

Then He went to the
deceased body and said,
“My dear boy, why are
you leaving Srivasa
Thakura’s house?”

The soul of the dead
boy re-entered the body

here for as long as I was
destined to. That time is
now over. So I'm going
someplace else now—to
wherever You're send-
ing me. I'm Your eternal
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servant, a living being who de-
pends on You. I must act only
in harmony with Your wish. I
can’t do anything else. I have
no such power.”

Hearing these words, all
the members of Srivasa Tha-
kura’s family received tran-
scendental knowledge and felt
happily assured. Thus, they felt
no reason to lament or grieve
anymaore.

THE LORD
REVEALS HIMSELF

One day, in Jagannatha
Puri, Lord Caitanya had a
philosophical discussion with
the famous scholar Sarva-
bauma Bhattacarya.

After the Lord defeated
him on every point, Sarva-
bauma Bhattacarya thought,
“Lord Caitanya is certainly
Lord Krsna Himself. Because I could
not understand Him and was very
proud of my learning, I have commit-
ted many offenses.”

When Sarvabauma denounced
himself as an offender and took shel-

Lord Caitanya shows the scholar Sarvabhauma
that He is identical to Lord Visnu and Lord Krsna.

BSE(] BIBYPI[EIN AQ Sunuiej



ter of Lord Caitanya, the Lord want-
ed to show him His mercy, so He mani-
fested His four-armed Visnu form.
Then, just after this, He manifested His
original two-armed Krsna form, with a
blackish complexion and a flute near
His lips.

When Sarvabauma Bhattacarya
saw this, he prostrated himself before
the Lord. Then he arose and with
folded palms offered Lord Caitanya
prayers of glorification. By the Lord’s
mercy, all truths were revealed to
him, and he could understand the
importance of chanting God’s holy
names and distributing love of God
everywhere.

From that time on, Sarvabauma
did not know anything but reverence
for the feet of Lord Caitanya. And all
his explanations of the revealed scrip-
tures were in strict accordance with the
process of devotional service.

CALLING THE GANGES

One day Lord Caitanya, who al-
ways enjoyed Paramananda Purl Go-
svami’s company, asked him, “How is
the water in your well?”

“The well is bad, so the water is hor-
rible. It’s very muddy.”

Lord Caitanya raised both His arms
and prayed, “O Lord Jagannatha, O
great Lord of the universe, please grant
Me this blessing. Please make the pure
Ganges River flow into this well.”

Lord Caitanya then went home,
and the devotees went to sleep.

Goddess Ganga took the Lord’s
order on her head and filled the well.

When the devotees arose the next
morning and saw the well filled with
pure, clear water, they glorified the
Lord by shouting His name. And when
Paramananda Puri saw it, he fainted
with joy.

Everyone said that Goddess Ganga
had entered the well, so they circled
it a few times out of deep respect for
her.

Then Lord Caitanya arrived there,
looked at the water, and said, “Devo-
tees, please listen. Whoever drinks this
water or bathes in it achieves the same
result as dipping into the Ganges. The
sinful reactions he created in the past
will never manifest—for they will be
eradicated. And he will achieve pure
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A bird drops a plate of impure food onto the head of the Buddhist teacher
whose students offended Lord Caitanya by offering Him the untouchable food.

love and devotion for Lord Krsna.”

All the devotes fully appreciated
this and cried out, “Hari!” one of the
Lord’s holy names.

HEALING A
DEVOTEE LEPER

In South India an enlightened brah-
mananamed Vasudeva was afflicted by
leprosy. He was so compassionate to-
ward other living beings that as soon
as a worm would fall from a sore on
his body, he would retrieve it and re-
place it on the spot from where it had
fallen. Vasudeva believed he deserved
to suffer for sinful deeds he had com-
mitted in the past.

When Vasudeva heard about Lord
Caitanya’s arrival in his village, he went
to visit Him. But when he reached the
house at which the Lord had been stay-
ing, he learned that the Lord had al-
ready departed. Hearing this, he be-
came so overwhelmed by anguish that
he fell down unconscious.

When Vasudeva regained con-
sciousness and sorrowed over not hav-

ing seen the Lord, Lord Caitanya,
knowing His devotee’s heart, at once
returned to that area and embraced
him. And just by the Lord’s touching
Vasudeva, both his leprosy and his dis-
tress vanished. Indeed, to Vasudeva’s
great joy, his body became quite hand-
some. Out of appreciation and respect,
Viasudeva touched Lord Caitanya’s
feet and said, “O my merciful Lord,
such mercy is not possible for ordinary
living entities. Only in You can such
mercy be found. When sinful persons
would see me, they would walk away
because of my bad bodily odor. Yet you
have touched me. Such is the indepen-
dent nature of the Lord.”

Meek and humble, Vasudeva wor-
ried that he would become falsely
proud over his being healed by Lord
Caitanya. So to protect him, the Lord
counseled him to chant the Hare Krsna
mantra ceaselessly and to deliver
people from their miseries by teaching
about Lord Krspa. By doing these
things, the Lord assured him, he would
never become falsely proud.

(please turn to page 40)
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SPIRITUAL PLACES

S>OMNATH

Where Lord Krsna Departed

South along the coast from Lord Krsna’s city
of Dwarka lies the sacred area where He
closed the curtain on His earthly drama.

Text and photos by Adbhuta Hari Dasa




Painting by Bharadvaja Dasa

HE CITY OF Somnath lies on

the west coast of India, in the

state of Gujarat. The area was
formerly called Prabhasa, and it was
here that Lord Krsna arranged for
the members of His dynasty to leave
this world, on the pretext of killing
one another in a great battle.

The main temple at Somnath is
that of Lord Siva as Somegvara, “the
lord of Soma, the moon-god.” (Som-
nath, from soma-narha, means the
same thing.) At the entrance to the
temple, I was welcomed not by
priests but by four police officers,
stationed there because of recent
terrorist attacks in Gujarat. I encour-
aged them by telling them that by
protecting the temple they were per-
forming the real duty of the ksatriya,
or administrative, cla':-;s.

As is common in Siva temples, the
deity is a Siva-linga, a phallic repre-
sentation of Siva as the original pro-
genitor. According to the Siva
Purana and Nandi Upa-Purana, Lord
Siva is especially present on earth in

twelve places. The Siva-]iflgas in these
places are known as Jyotir-lingas
(“lingas of light™), and the foremost
of these is Somesvara at Somnath.

To see Somesvara, I passed
through two impressive pillared halls.
The Jyotir-linga looked like other
Siva-lingas I'd seen, but the priest
told me that a person who has
attained a certain degree of spiritual-
ity sees the Jyotir-linga as a column
of fire piercing through the earth.
Many people were visiting the
temple, most of them to perform the
sraddha ceremony for the sake of
their ancestors.

Outside, from the back of the tem-
ple I had a beautiful view of the
ocean and the beach. Local people
sold conch shells and small sculptures
of deities, and pilgrims enjoyed riding
on horses and camels.

When I returned to the police
stand to retrieve my bags, an officer,
pleased by my previous words of
sincere praise, told me some history
of the Somnath temple’s repeated

The present
temple of Lord
Siva at Somnath,
the seventh on the
original site (far
left), was com-
pleted in 1995
and dedicated

by President
Shankar Dayal
Sharma. (Note-
worthy: no land
lies between the
temple and the
Antarctic. ) At left,
the hunter Jara
bows before Lord
Krsna accompa-
nied by His per-
sonified symbols:
the conch, club,
dise, and lotus.
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At the confluence
of three rivers,
pilgrims (right)
visit a shrine
dedicated to Lord
Krsna’s sacred feet
(below). At this
spot, Krsna left
this world after
being shot in the
foot by Jara.

destruction. He compared the temple
to the mythical Phoenix, a bird that
burns up but leaves behind an egg so
that another Phoenix can rise.
“Similarly” he said, “this temple,
with the deity whose shape is like that
of an egg, has risen eight times after
being plundered and reduced to ruins
between A.D. 1300 and A.D. 1707.”
While excavating for the present
temple, workers found the remains
of many former temples. Unearthed
sculptures, artistic pillars, ceilings,

and inscriptions are displayed in the |

Prabhas Patan museum in town. The
original temple is said to have been
built in four phases. Soma, the moon-
god, built it out of gold; Ravana, the
enemy of Lord Rama, rebuilt it out of

silver; Lord Krsna rebuilt it out of
wood; and the Pandava Bhima rebuilt
it out of stone.

References to Prabhasa can be
found in the Rg Veda and in several Pu-
ranas. The .S"rimad—Bthgavaram (Bhag-
avata Purana) mentions that Lord
Balarama came here twice, once when
He went on pilgrimage to avoid taking
sides in the Battle of Kurukshetra, and
again, on the request of sages, after He
killed the disrespectful Romaharsana
Sata.

At Prabhasa Arjuna heard that
Lord Balarama was arranging the mar-
riage of Subhadra to Duryodhana. Dis-
guising himself as a mendicant, Atrjuna
went to Dwarka and eventually won
Subhadra’s hand.
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ORIGIN OF THE
TEMPLE DEITY

The story of Candra’s installation of
Somesvara is found in the Skanda
Purana and the Mahabharata. Al-
though Candra, the moon-god, was
married to all twenty-seven daugh-
ters of the progenitor Daksa, he was
partial to Rohini, keeping her always
with him and neglecting the others.
Annoyed, the other twenty-six wives
complained to their father. After re-
peated warnings, Daksa cursed Can-
dra to suffer from tuberculosis, lose
his beauty and radiance, and wane in-
to nothingness. Candra’s affliction
disturbed the tides and the growth of
vegetation. Sages asked Daksa to with-



draw his curse, but he said he didn’t
have the power to do so. He advised
Candra to take refuge in Lord Siva.
Candra came to Prabhasa with his
wife Rohini, found the Jyotir-linga
here, and worshiped Lord Siva in that
form. Pleased, Lord Siva blessed
Candra with fortnightly phases of wan-
ing and waxing. Because the moon re-
gained his growth and light here, the
place became known as Prabhasa (“to
shine”).

While riding on the two-wheeled
horse carriage from Somnath to the
Gita temple, I passed by the Stirya
(sun) temple and Pandava-guha, a cave
associated with Pandavas, who accord-
ing to the Mahabharata did penance at
Prabhasa. In the Gita temple, I saw the

deity of flute-playing Krsna.
On the right side of the temple
in a small attached shrine is a
deity of Lord Balarama with
Ananta §c$a, His expansion.
This is considered the site
where Lord Balarama depart-
ed from the earth. Next to
Balarama’s shrine is a Laksmi-
Narayana temple. A room used
by Vallabhacarya, founder of the Pusti

| Marga spiritual line, is in a courtyard

nearby. His followers worship this
place.

Opposite the Laksmi-Narayana
temple is the confluence of three riv-
ers: the Hiranya, the Kapila, and the
now dried up Saraswati. Lord Krsna
left the earth from this spot. His foot-

o

‘» Mumbai
1;:: “hennai
N Visiting
Somnath

How to Get There

The nearest airport, in Keshod,
about sixty kilometers away, has
daily flights from Mumbai.

A train from Ahmedabad takes
about twelve hours, from Mumbai
about eighteen hours.

There are buses to Somnath
from all over Gujarat. Dwarka is
seven hours by bus.

Where to Stay

Somnath is a small town with
basic rooms available in a few
hotels. Visitors usually stay in
nearby Veraval. Hotels in Veraval:
Satkar Hotel (phone: 20120), Hotel
Kasturi (20488), Hotel Ajanta, and
Toran Tourist Bungalow.

For more information, consult
Holy Places and Temples of India,
by Jada Bharata Dasa, available
from the Krishna.com Store.

prints in marble are installed in a small
open shrine.

On the way to Veraval, a larger city
six kilometers northwest of Somnath,
I stopped in Bhalka village to visit a
Krsna temple known as Bhalka Tirtha.
The temple is built around the tree
under which Krspa was sitting when
Jara the hunter shot an arrow into His

MARCH /APRIL 2004 » BACK TO GODHEAD 21



Pilgrims approach the main
entrance to Lord Siva’s temple
(top). Pillars (above) and bas
reliefs (right) from the previous
Siva temples are on display in the
Prabhas Museum.

NATHA
PATAN W CENT.
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“SUKADEVA GOSVAMI SAID:
Then Lord Brahma arrived at
Prabhasa along with Lord Siva and
his consort, the sages, the Praja-
patis, and all the demigods, headed
by Indra. The forefathers, Siddhas,
Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, and
great serpents also came, along
with the Caranas, Yaksas, Rak-
sasas, Kinnaras, Apsaras, and
relatives of Garuda, greatly eager
to witness the departure of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
As they were coming, all these
personalities variously chanted
and glorified the birth and activi-
ties of Lord Sauri [Krsna].

“O King, crowding the sky with
their many airplanes, they show--
ered down flowers with great
devotion. Seeing before Him
Brahma [the grandfather of the
universe] and the other demigods
[who are all His personal and
powerful expansions], the Al-
mighty Lord closed His lotus eyes,
fixing His mind within Himself,
the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

“Without employing the mystic
agneyi meditation to burn up His
transcendental body, which is the
all-attractive resting place of all
the worlds and the object of all the
worlds and the object of all con-
templation and meditation, Lord
Krsna entered into His own abode.

“As soon as Lord Sri Krsna left
the earth, Truth, Religion, Faithful-
ness, Glory, and Beauty, immedi-
ately followed Him. Kettledrums
resounded in the heavens and
flowers showered from the sky.

“Most of the demigods and

foot. On the left side of the tree is a
white marble altar on which Lord
Krsna is sitting. His pink foot points
toward Jara, who kneels with folded
hands. At this spot Lord Krsna spoke
His final instructions to Uddhava. [See
“The Song Goes Ever On,” page 25.]
I was encouraged at Somnath to

Lord Krsna’s Disappearance

other higher beings led by Brahma
could not see Lord Krsna as He
was entering His own abode, since
He did not reveal His movements.
But some of them did catch sight
of Him, and they were extremely
amazed.

“Just as ordinary men cannot
ascertain the path of a lightning

working, and thus they became
astonished. All the demigods
praised the Lord’s mystic power
and then returned to their own
planets.

“My dear King, you should
understand that the Supreme
Lord’s appearance and disappear-
ance, which resemble those of
embodied conditioned

Painting by Ramadasa Abhirima Dasa

Only a few fortunate beings could ascertain
how Lord Krsna’s supremie mystic power was
working as He returned to His own abode.

bolt as it leaves a cloud, the demi-
gods could not trace out the move-
ments of Lord Krsna as He
returned to His abode.

“A few of the demigods, how-
ever—notably Lord Brahma and
Lord Siva—could ascertain how
the Lord’s mystic power was

see that brahmanas and ksatriyas are
preserving and protecting sandtana-
dharma—eternal religious principles.
The government of Gujarat is protect-
ing the temples, which were repeatedly
raided by invaders and face the same
threat today. And Vaisnava priests of
the Vallabha line are preserving au-

souls, are actually a show
enacted by His illusory
energy, just like the
performance of an actor.
After creating this
universe He enters into
it, plays within it for
some time, and at last
winds it up. Then the
Lord remains situated in
His own transcendental
glory, having ceased
from the functions of
cosmic manifestation.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam
11.31.1-11)
Unfortunately, nowa-
days some people and
some tourist publica-
tions try to diminish
Lord Krsna’s glories by
treating His disappear-
ance pastimes like the
activities of an ordinary
human being and using
phrases like “breathed
his last” and “renounced his mor-
tal human form.” By such disinfor-
mation, they misguide sincere
pilgrims to Somnath. Guided by
pure devotees like Srila Prabhu-
pada, we should value and glorify
the Lord’s departing pastimes,
which are as inconceivably
wonderful as all His other acts.

thentic spiritual knowledge, which is
always threatened by the misinterpre-
tations of atheists. &

Adbhuta Hari Dasa joined ISKCON in
1994 in Croatia. He serves as personal
assistant to his spiritual master, Sridhara
Swami.
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The Song
B Goes Ever On

A brief look at Uddhava and the Uddhava Gita.

by Satyaraja Dasa

T A RECENT academic confer-
ence, I found myself engulfed
in a discussion about the
Bhagavad-gita, the battlefield dia-
logue between Krsna, or God, and
his dedicated devotee Arjuna, the
heroic warrior.

“The Gita gives us the most pro-
found philosophy,” I said to one of
the scholars. “It shows us how Krsna
interacts with His loving devotees.”

A nearby eavesdropper, hearing
only the barest details of my discus-
sion, queried, “Oh, are you talking
about Gita-govinda, where Krsna
shows His love for Radha?”

“Well,no,I...“

Another scholar, standing only a
few feet away, chimed in: “’I think he
was talking about the Anugita, a
summary of the Bhagavad-gita
found later in the Mahabharata.”

At an academic conference of
scholars who specialize in India’s
religious texts, my reference to “the
Gita” turned out to be a careless
one—India is full of Gitas, the
Bhagavad-gita being one among
many.

When I returned home, I decided
to look at Srila Prabhupada’s books
to see which Gitas he considered im-
portant. To my surprise, in the Third
Canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam
(3.4.32, purport), Prabhupada says

something interesting about the
Uddhava Gita: “Undoubtedly, the
Bhagavad-gitd was spoken by the
Lord on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra
just to encourage Arjuna to fight, and
yet to complete the transcendental
knowledge of Bhagavad-gita, the
Lord instructed Uddhava. The Lord
wanted Uddhava to fulfill His mis-
sion and disseminate knowledge
which He had not spoken even in
Bhagavad-gita.”

It is not that Srila Prabhupada is
here minimizing the importance of
the Bhagavad-gita, which elsewhere
he praises as the most profound phi-
losophy known to man. But he is say-
ing something about the unique
importance of the Uddhava Gita.

KRSNA’S OTHER GITA

The Uddhava Gitd is found in the
Eleventh Canto of the Srimad-

| Bhagavatam, Chapters 7-29. It is one
| of many Gitas associated with the

worship of Krsna. Though the
Bhagavad-gita is arguably the most
famous of these Gitds, the tradition
offers us Gita-govinda, Gopi Gita,
Venu Gita, Bhramara Gita, and sev-
eral others. Gita means “song,” and
within the context of sacred litera-
ture, it refers to particularly melli-
fluous and blessed songs of divine

Left: Uddhava falls at Lord Krsna’s feet with humility and gratitude,
having heard from the Lord His teachings on the Absolute Truth.

MARCH /APRIL 2004 »+ BACK TO GODHEAD 25



F s

While the gopis’ pain is somewhat assuaged by Uddhava’s presence,
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they are ultimately inconsolable in their unrequited love for Krsna.

IN ADDITIONTO his brief appear-

ance in the Third Canto of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam and his ela-
borate role in the Eleventh
(Uddhava Gita), Uddhava is also
prominent in the Tenth Canto,
There, Krsna sends Uddhava to
Vrndavana to console His devo-
tees, who are pining for Him. Ud-
dhava’s message to the people of
Vindavana is known as Uddhaya
Sandesa (“Uddhava’s Message”).
Uddhava speaks first with
Nanda and Yasoda, reminding
them that Krsna is eternally pres-
ent with them, and within them;

He dwells in the hearts of all living

truth, uttered by great devotees or by
the Lord himself. The songs include
both philosophical and devotional out-
pourings.

Uddhava Gita is among the most
important of the genre, for it focuses
on Krsna’s final instructions before
leaving the earthly plane. More, these
instructions are delivered to Uddhava,
recognized by the tradition as a mahd-
bhagavata, or “greatest among the
devotees,” and as mukhyam krsna-
parigrahe, “foremost of those who

beings. The next day, Uddhava de-
livers a similar message to the
gopis. When the gopis see him for
the first time, they are struck by
his resemblance to Krsna, both in
his physical features and in his ap-
parel. This resemblance, of course,
increases their sense of separation
from their beloved. Before speak-
ing to them, Uddhava listens to
their outpouring of love: he hears
them lament with aching hearts,
bemoaning their intolerable
position, their vacant world in
Krsna's absence. (10.47.4-21).
Overtaken by their unmotivat-
ed and uninterrupted devotion,

are intimate with Krsna.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 3.4.24) He is also Krsna’s

| cousin, and practically His twin in ap-

pearance.

For these reasons and others, it is
curious that the Uddhava Gita has
never enjoyed the fame of its sister text,
the Bhagavad-gita, with which it shares
several verses in common. In certain
ways, the Uddhava Gita goes further
than the Bhagavad-gita, as Prabhupada
tells us, illuminating the Bhagavad-
gitas central teaching of devotion to
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Uddhava praises them as the best
of all devotees. He conveys the
Lord’s message: He is all-

_pervasive, and so the gopis are
‘always united with Him in love.

But these words ring hollow in the

- presence of the gopis’ passionate

longing for the love of their lives.
Still, Uddhava tells them that they
must cultivate the ability to see
Krsna spiritually, in their heart of
hearts. It is for this reason that He

_ remains separate from them-—so
 that they might develop a deeper
vision, understanding Him to be

always united with them in a love
whose intensity cannot be shaken
by mere physical absence. ;

- Though the gopis accept all
that Uddhava says as philosophi-
cally accurate, they are still ada-
mant that union is better than
separation, and they ask whether
Krsna still remembers them, His
faithful Vrndavana companions.
‘While their pain is somewhat as-
suaged by Uddhava’s presence,
they are ultimately inconsolable
in their unrequited love.

Uddhava is amazed by their

unwavering devotion, and he
again praises them as true models

for all Krsna devotees. So moved

is he that he prays to be reborn as
a shrub, creeper, or herb in Vin-
davana, so that he might catch the
dust kicked up by their feet.
(10.47.61-63)

Krsna and emphasizing the importance
of seeing Krsna everywhere, in every-
one, and at all times.

WHoO Is UDDHAVA?

The Srimad-Bkégavafam intro-
duces Uddhava in the Third Canto.
Uddhava meets the Pandavas’ uncle
Vidura, who asks Uddhava about his
conversation with Krsna (Uddhava
Gitd) and about Krsna’s associates and
family members. The Bhdgavatam



Srimad-Bhagavatam informs us of Uddhava’s
single-minded devotion—from the age of five he was
absorbed in Krsna and nothing more.

(3.2.2) informs us at this point of
Uddhava’s single-minded devotion—
from the age of five he was absorbed
in Krsna and nothing more. It also
reveals the depth of Uddhava’s love
for Krsna. On remembering Him,
“Uddhava had all the transcendental
bodily changes due to total ecstasy, and
he was trying to wipe away tears of
separation from his eyes.” (3.2.5)
Clearly, Uddhava is no ordinary player,
even in this most transcendental of
plays.

Uddhava begins to answer Vidura’s
questions by poetically telling him,
“The sun of the world, Lord Krsna, has
set, and our house [the Kuru dynasty]
has now been swallowed by the great
snake of time.” (3.2.7) He recounts
Krsna’s pastimes in Vrndavana, many
of which took place near the Yamuna
River, where Vidura and Uddhava now
sit. He then describes the many events
that took place in Mathura and in
Dwarka, in the latter part of Krsna’s
manifest pastimes.

Though Vidura, at this point, wants
Uddhava to be his spiritual master,
Uddhava is concerned about etiquette.
Vidura is senior to him, and so, ulti-
mately, he sends him to Maitreya, a
sage in whom Uddhava has great con-
fidence. Maitreya was present while
Uddhava received instructions from
Krsna, and so Maitreya, too, heard
truth directly from the lips of the Lord.
Hence Uddhava’s certainty that Mai-
treya could ably guide Vidura.

In this portion of the Bhagavatam
are two significant verses about Ud-
dhava from the lips of Lord Krsna him-
self: “Now [ shall leave the vision of
this world, and I see that Uddhava, the
foremost of My devotees, is the only
one who can be directly entrusted with
knowledge about Me. Uddhava is not
inferior to Me in any way because he
is never affected by the modes of ma-

terial nature. Therefore he may remain
in this world to disseminate specific
knowledge of the Personality of
Godhead.” (3.4.30-31)

A TASTE OF THE
UDDHAVA GITA

The setting of the Uddhava Gita is
the last night of Krsna’s manifest pas-
times on this planet. He is planning to
leave at a predetermined time, and His
loving devotee Uddhava, knowing
Krsna’s plan, approaches Him: “O

| Lord Kesava, my dear master, I can-

not tolerate giving up Your lotus feet

| even for a fraction of a moment. I urge

You to take me along with You to Your
own abode.” (11.6.43)

Krsna, of course, is naturally in-
clined to comply with His devotees’
wishes. Still, He has a higher mission
for Uddhava: to stay and sing His glo-
ries again and again. Krsna explains the
importance of detachment and tells
Uddhava to roam the world as a re-

nunciant, specifically to go to Bada- |

rikashram, high in the Himalayas, and
to tell the sages there of His life and
teachings.

Just to be clear on what these teach-
ings are, Krsna explains in great detail
the philosophy summarized in the
Bhagavad-gita. He begins by saying
that the material world is ephemeral

| and that God and the soul are eternal.

He explains the distinction between
the body and the self, the soul, just as
He does in the Bhagavad-gita. But here
He adds scriptural references and
analogies to enhance His argument.

Uddhava asks Krsna how one can
realize the truth of the soul, since the
material world and its illusions are so
immediate, so alluring. How one can
relinquish attachments and control the
mind?

Krsna explains that the human in-

tellect is capable of cultivating spiritual
knowledge. Krsna stresses the impor-
tance of approaching a guru, but He
also says that one can observe many
truths by heeding the “spiritual mas-
ter” known as nature. He enumerates
for Uddhava twenty-four teachers of
the true spiritual seeker, including the
earth, the air, and the sky. From the air,
for example, one can learn to come in
touch with sense objects while remain-
ing unaffected by them.

Krsna next explains the complexi-
ties of karma, giving vivid examples of
just how entangling karma can be. He
recommends only pure works, done on
His behalf.

Krsna then explains the three
modes of material nature—goodness,
passion, and ignorance—and how to
become free from their influence. He
points out the importance of keeping
company with devotees, giving elabo-
rate details on how to identify who is
truly advanced in spiritual life, and who
is not.

Krsna also conveys to Uddhava the
art of meditation, explaining that medi-
tation reaches its perfection when one
learns how to meditate on Him. He
then points out the importance of de-
ity worship and delineates the specifics
of formal worship of installed deities.
This leads to an elaborate discussion
of bhakti-yoga, the science of devoting
oneself to God.

Krsna then outlines the yogic sid-
dhis, or the mystic powers one may
develop through yoga. He explains that
such powers can be an asset but are
more often a deficit, distracting practi-
tioners from the path of devotion.

Uddhava asks Krsna to list His di-
vine attributes, so that devotees will
have substance for meditation and con-
templation. Krsna is pleased by the re-
quest, praising Uddhava as expert in

(please turn to page 42)
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya's associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Govinda
(February 7-March 6)

MARCH

2—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans.

3—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Madhavendra Puri, the
spiritual master of Lord
Caitanya’s spiritual master.

6—Sri Gaura Parnima, the
appearance anniversary of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is
Krsna Himself in the role of His
own devotee. Fasting till moon-
rise, followed by a break-fast of
Ekadasi prasadam (ne grains or
beans). Feasting tomorrow.

Month of Visnu

(March 7-April 5)
14—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord

Caitanya’s principal associates.

17—Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

26—Appearance anniversary of

(ALENDAR

Srila Ramanujacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master
who appeared in the eleventh
century.

30—Sri Rama Navamy, the a ppear-
ance anniversary of Lord Rama-
candra. Fasting till sunset, followed
by feasting.

APRIL

1-—Kamada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans,

5—Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa, Lord
Krsna's springtime rdsa dance.
Balarama Rasa Yatra, Lord Bala-
rama’s rasa dance. Appearance
anniversary of Hanumaniji, eternal
servant of Lord Rama. Appearance
anniversary of Srila Syamananda
Pandita, a follower of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana,

Month of Madhusudana
(April 6-May 4)

14—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the
author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a
biography on Lord Caitanya.

15—Variithini Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

19—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of
Lord Caitanya’s principal associ-
ates.

22 Beginning of Candana Yatra,
the festival of anointing Lord
Jagannatha with sandalwood pulp
for twenty-one days.

29— Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of
Lord Ramacandra. Appearance
anniversary of Srimati Jahnava

Devi, the consort of Lord Nitya-
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nanda Prabhu. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Madhu
Pandita, a great devotee of Lord
Caitanya.

MAY

1-—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

2—Rukmini Dvadasi, appearance
anniversary of Srimati Rukmini
Devi, the consort of Lord Krsna as
Dvarakadhisa, Lord of Dvaraka.

3 Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedi-
cated disciple of Srila Prabhupada
who helped him bring the Ratha-
yatra festival to the Western
world.

4—Nrsimha Caturdasi, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsim-
hadeva, Lord Krsna’s halt-man,
half-lion incarnation. Fasting till
dusk, followed by feasting. Ap-
pearance anniversary of Srila Sti-
nivasa Acarya, a follower of the
six Gosvamis. Appearance anni-
versary of Srila Madhavendra
Puri, spiritual master of Lord Cai-
tanya’s spiritual master (Isvara
Puri).

Month of Trivikrama
(May 5-June 3)

9—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramananda Raya, an
mtimate associate of Lord
Caitanya.

14—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

15— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura,
the author of Szi Caitanya
Bhagavata, a biography on Lord
Caitanya.



FINDING THE
SILVER LINING

Nurturing our faith helps ease the inevitable
suffering of life in the material world.

by Rashi Singh

"M GROGGY. It’s early. I'm

way too tired to go to work

today. After nearly shatter-
ing my alarm clock, I slowly
drag myself out of bed. I
shower, worship my deities,
chant my rounds, and head
downstairs for breakfast. I
glance at the newspaper that
sits untouched on the kitchen
table.

“Father Convicted of Kill-
ing Two Children”

“Young Couple Victim of
Hit and Run”

“Infant Dies of Malnutri-
tion After Abandonment”

And I thought my prob-
lems were bad.

True to my morning ri-

tual, I glance at Radha-
Krsna, who guard the kitch-
en through the antique pic-
ture frame that hangs
above the table. I flash TR -
Them my best “good-morning-have-a-great-day” smile and
touch Their feet. Usually, I'd now head out to face the cut-
throat corporate world. But today I pause, turn around, and
pull up a chair in front of Radha-Krsna.

“I don’t get it,” I say aloud.

I scan the vicinity to ensure that no one is within ear-
shot.

When I'm sure the coast is clear, I say, “This world is
filled with suffering. Even the people who try to serve You
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go through so much misery.

Why?”
The only thing I know for
sure is that I'm not the only one
who doesn’t quite understand
the apparent inequality and un-
fairness of the material world,
characterized by birth, death,
old age, and disease. The cur-
rent age of Kali is further char-
acterized by greed, drought,
famine, envy, irreligion, and,
well, the kinds of stories you
read about in the newspaper
every morning. In fact, the en-
tire history of the material
world is filled with sadness
and tragedy, even during
Lord Krsna’s time here. Lord
Krsna Himself went through
seemingly troubled times,
such as His separation from
His beloved gopis, the cow-
herd girls. His paternal aunt
and dedicated servant Kunti
lost five grandsons to murder in one night. His sister,
Subhadra, lost her son Abhimanyu in the battle of Kuru-
ksetra. His friend Arjuna was faced with a dilemma most of
us never even dreamed of: whether or not to kill some of
his own family. The Lord’s great devotee Prahlada Maharaja
was tormented by his own father and survived several of
his father’s plots to kill him. Why must the Lord’s own ser-
vants suffer so much in this world?
People can tell us until they're blue in the face to have
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unflinching faith in the Lord and de-
votion to Him, amidst all of our pain
and suffering. People can tell us to trust
that the Lord has a specific plan for us
and it’s fruitless for us to try to com-
prehend this plan. But that doesn’t stop
us from hurting, or from dwelling on
our misfortunes. But here’s the thing:
Those people are right. If Lord Krsna
can put His own family and intimate
associates in such severe “misery,” what
makes us so special?

KRSNA AND THE GOPIS

Probably the most touching of
Krsna’s pastimes involve His associa-
tion with His most dedicated and sin-
cere servants, the gopis. They were
absorbed in thoughts of Him twenty-
four hours a day. They cringed at the
thought of grass hurting the soles of His
lotus feet as He traversed the forests
of Vrndavana. His happiness was their
happiness.

One day, the gopis were enjoying
spending time with their beloved when
they began to feel proud of being with
Him. Sensing their pride, the Lord dis-
appeared from their sight. The pure,
simple-hearted gopis could not endure
even one moment without Krsna’s
company. Their pain was immeasur-
able; the only thing they could think
about was where He was, why He’d left
them, and if He was all right. Their tears

girls, understanding that simply for
My sake you had rejected the author-
ity of worldly opinion, of the Vedas,
and of your relatives, I acted as I did
only to increase your attachment to
Me. Even when I removed Myself
from your sight by suddenly disap-
pearing, I never stopped loving you.
Therefore, My beloved gopis, please
do not harbor any bad feelings to-
ward Me, your beloved. I am not able
to repay My debt for your spotless
service, even within a lifetime of
Brahma. Your connection with Me
is beyond reproach. You have wor-
shiped Me, cutting off all domestic
ties, which are difficult to break.
Therefore please let your own glori-
ous deeds be your compensation.

KRSNA IS LISTENING

It is clear: More than anything else,

| we should understand that so-called
| misfortune and disaster truly are a

were plentiful, their grief unbearable. |

They sought advice from animate and
inanimate objects alike: Had anyone
seen their beloved? Where had He
gone? In their desperate attempts to
find Him, they became even more im-
mersed in thoughts of Him. When He
finally reunited with them, they
couldn’t have been happier or more
relieved. But they were still confused;
they could not understand why He'd
left them to begin with. When they
asked Him, He responded as follows
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.32.20-22):

The reason I do not immediately re-
ciprocate the affection of living be-
ings even when they worship Me, O
gopis, is that I want to intensify their
loving devotion. They then become
like a poor man who has gained some
wealth and then lost it, and who thus
becomes so anxious about it that he
can think of nothing clse. My decar
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form of Krsna’s mercy. They are a sign
that Krsna is trying to deepen our love
for Him, intensify our devotion.

It is true what people say: Unflinch-
ing faith is really the answer to all our
problems and uncertainties. There are
times when it appears that Krsna is
neglecting us or not listening to our
prayers. But as the Supersoul, He’s
always listening. He’s not our order-
carrier. His will is what ensues. The
better and more sincerely we serve
Him, the more He reciprocates and
answers our prayers.

Pure devotees want nothing from
Krsna but more opportunities to serve
Him and His devotees. Our goal should
be to aim to attain even the smallest
fraction of the mood of the gopis. Krsna
was so overwhelmed and appreciative
of the gopis’loving service that He told
them, “I have nothing left to give you.
Please be content with your own ac-
tions.” He becomes indebted to them.
The creator, the proprietor of every-
thing, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, had nothing left to give those
dear sweet gopis. In fact, He was so
overwhelmed by their pure love for
Him that He became their servant.
He did all He could to satisfy them. If
they asked Him to dance, He danced.
If they asked Him to play the flute, He
played. That is the beauty of the rela-
tionship between the Lord and His

(please turn to page 58)



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srfmad—Bhﬁgavnram
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

LORD SIVA’
MEDITATION

While trying to persuade Sati not to visit her father, Daksa, Lord Siva
explains why he did not rise to show Daksa customary respect.

| PURPORT: The living entity is constitutionally pure. Asar-
| go hy ayar purusah. In the Vedic literature it is said that
| the soul is always pure and uncontaminated by material at-
tachment. The identification of the body with the soul is
due to misunderstanding. As soon as one is fully Krsna con-
scious it is to be understood that one is in his pure, original
constitutional position. @This state of existence is called
Suddha-sattva, which means that it is transcendental to the
material qualities. Since this suddha-sattva existence is un-
der the direct action of the internal potency, in this state
the activities of material consciousness stop. For example,
when iron is put into a fire,it becomes warm, and when red-
hot, although it is iron, it acts like fire. Similarly, when cop-
per is surcharged with electricity, its action as copper stops;
it acts as electricity. @ Bhagavad-gita (14.26) also confirms

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 3
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sattvam visuddhar vasudeva-sabditam
vad iyate tatra puman apavrtah
sattve ca tasmin bhagavan vasudevo
hy adhoksajo me namasa vidhiyate

sattvam—consciousness; visuddham—pure; vasudeva—
Vasudeva; Sabditam—known as; yat—because; Iyate—is
revealed; ratra—there; puman—the Supreme Person;

apavrtah—without any covering; satfve—in consciousness; |
ca—and; tasmin—in that; bhagavan—the Supreme Person- |

ality of Godhead; vasudevah—Vasudeva; hi—because;
adhoksajah—transcendental; me—Dby me; namasa—with
obeisances; vidhiyate—worshiped.

I am always engaged in offering obeisances to Lord Vasu-
deva in pure Krsna consciousness. Krsna consciousness is
always pure consciousness, in which the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, known as Vasudeva, is revealed without
any covering.

that anyone who engages in unadulterated devotional ser-
vice to the Lord is at once elevated to the position of pure
Brahman:

man ca yo ‘vyabhicdarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gundan samatityaitan
brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate

(1) What is the meaning of suddha-sattva?

(2) How can one at once be elevated to the
position of pure Brahman?
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM . -

Therefore suddha-satrva, as described in this verse, is the
transcendental position, which is technically called vasudeva.
Vasudeva is also the name of the person from whom Krsna
appears. This verse explains that the pure state is called
vasudeva because in that state Vasudeva, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, is revealed without any covering. To
execute unadulterated devotional service, therefore, one
must follow the rules and regulations of devotional service
without desire to gain material profit by fruitive activities
or mental speculation.

In pure devotional service one simply serves the Supreme
Personality of Godhead as a matter of duty, without reason
and without being impeded by material conditions. That is
called suddha-sattva, or vasudeva, because in that stage the
Supreme Person, Krsna, is revealed in the heart of the devo-
tee. Sila Jiva Gosvami has very nicely described this
vasudeva, or suddha-sattva, in his Bhagavat-sandarbha. ©
He explains that asfottara-sata (108) is added to the name
of the spiritual master to indicate one who is situated in
Suddha-sattva, or in the transcendental state of vasudeva,

The word vasudeva is also used for other purposes. For
example, vasudeva also means one who is everywhere, or
all-pervading. The sun is also called vasudeva-sabditam. The
word vasudeva may be utilized for different purposes, but
whatever purpose we adopt, Vasudeva means the all-

In Bhagavad-gita (7.19) it is also stated, vasudevah sarvam
iti. Factual realization is to understand Vasudeva, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, and surrender unto Him.
Vasudeva is the ground wherein Vasudeva, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is revealed.

When one is free from the contamination of material
nature and is situated in pure Krsna consciousness, or in
the vasudeva state, Vasudeva, the Supreme Person, is re-
vealed.This state is also called kaivalya, which means “pure
consciousness.” Jiignam sattvikarm kaivalyam. When one is
situated in pure, transcendental knowledge, one is situated
in kaivalya. Therefore vasudeva also means kaivalya, a word
which is generally used by impersonalists. Impersonal
kaivalya is not the last stage of realization, but in Krsna
consciousness kaivalya, when one understands the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, then one is successful. In that pure

(3) Why is 108 added to the name of the
spiritual master?

(4) Why can’t we understand the God’s name,
form, quality, and so on, with materialistic :

senses?

(5) How can one see the face of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead?

(6) When does Krsna reveal Himself?
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state, by hearing, chanting, remembering, etc., because of
the development of knowledge of the science of Krsna, one
can understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead. All
these activities are under the guidance of the internal en-
ergy of the Supreme Lord.

The action of the internal potency is also described in
this verse as apavrtah, free from any covering. @ Because

. the Supreme Personality of Godhead, His name, His form,

His quality, His paraphernalia, etc., being transcendental,

| are beyond material nature, it is not possible to understand

any one of them with the materialistic senses. When the
senses are purified by the discharge of pure devotional ser-
vice (hrsikena hysikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate), the pure
senses can see Krsna without covering.

Now one may inquire that since factually the devotee
has the same material existential body, how is it possible
that the same materialistic eyes become purified by devo-
tional service? The example, as stated by Lord Caitanya, is
that devotional service cleanses the mirror of the mind. In
a clean mirror one can see one's face very distinctly. Simi-
larly, simply by cleansing the mirror of the mind one can
have a clear conception of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Itis stated in Bhagavad-gita (8.8), abhyasa-yoga-
yuktena. By executing one’s prescribed duties in devotional

| service, cetas@ nanya-gamindg, or simply by hearing about
pervading or localized Supreme Personality of Godhead. |
| gaged in chanting and hearing and is not allowed to go else-
| where, one can realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

God and chanting about Him, if one’s mind is always en-

6 As confirmed by Lord Caitanya, by the bhakti-yoga pro-
cess, beginning from hearing and chanting, one can cleanse
the heart and mind, and thus one can clearly see the face of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Lord Siva said that since his heart was always filled with
the conception of Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, because of the Supreme Lord’s presence within
his mind and heart, he was always offering obeisances unto
that Supreme Godhead. In other words, Lord Siva is always
in trance, samaddhi. This samadhi is not under the control of
the devotee; it is under the control of Vasudeva, for the en-
tire internal energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead
acts under His order. Of course, the material energy also
acts by His order, but His direct will is specifically executed

| through the spiritual energy. Thus by His spiritual energy
| He reveals Himself.

It is stated in Bhagavad-gita (4.6), sambhaviamy darma-

| mayaya. Atma-mayaya means “internal potency.” By His

sweet will He reveals Himself by His internal potency, be-
ing satisfied by the transcendental loving service of the devo-
tee. The devotee never commands, “My dear Lord, please
come here so that I can see You.” It is not the position of
the devotee to command the Supreme Personality of
Godhead to come before him or to dance before him. There
are many so-called devotees who command the Lord to
come before them dancing. @ The Lord, however, is not
subject to anyone’s command, but if He is satisfied by one’s



' ' BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM :

pure devotional activities, He reveals Himself.

Therefore a meaningful word in this verse is adhoksaja,
for it indicates that the activities of our material senses will
fail to realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One
cannot realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead simply
by the attempt of one’s speculative mind, but if one desires
he can subdue all the material activities of his senses, and
the Lord, by manifesting His spiritual energy, can reveal
Himself to the pure devotee. When the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead reveals Himself to the pure devotee, the
devotee has no other duty than to offer Him respectful obei-
sances. The Absolute Truth reveals Himself to the devotee
in His form. He is not formless. Vasudeva is not formless,
for it is stated in this verse that as soon as the Lord reveals
Himself, the devotee offers his obeisances. Obeisances are
offered to a person, not to anything impersonal. One should
not accept the Mayavada interpretation that Vasudeva is
impersonal. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, prapadyate, one sur-
renders. One surrenders to a person, not to impersonal
nonduality. Whenever there is a question of surrendering
or offering obeisances, there must be an object of surren-
der or obeisances.
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tat te niriksyo na pitapi deha-krd
dakso mama dvif tad-anuvratas ca ye

YO visvasrg-yajhia-gatam varori mam
anagasari durvacasakarot tirah

tat—therefore; te—your; nirtksyah—to be seen; na—not;
pita—your father; api—although; deha-krt—the giver of
your body; daksah—Daksa; mama—my; dvit—envious; fat-
anuvrafah—his (Daksa’s) followers; ca—also; ye—who;
yah—who (Daksa); visva-srk—of the Visvasrks; yajia-
gatam—being present at the sacrifice; vara-aru—O Sati;
mam—me; andgasam—being innocent; durvacasa—with
cruel words; akarot tirah—has insulted.

Therefore you should not see your father, although he is
the giver of your body, because he and his followers are
envious of me. Because of his envy, O most worshipful
one, he has insulted me with cruel words although I am
innocent.

PURPORT: For a woman, both the husband and the father
are equally worshipable. The husband is the protector of a
woman during her youthful life, whereas the father is her
protector during her childhood. Thus both are worshipable,

but especially the father because he is the giver of the body.
Lord Siva reminded Sati, “Your father is undoubtedly
worshipable, even more than I am, but take care, for al-
though he is the giver of your body, he may also be the taker
of your body @ because when you see your father, because
of your association with me, he may insult you. An insult
from a relative is worse than death, especially when one is
well situated.”
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vadi vrajisyasy atihaya mad-vaco
bhadrarm bhavatya na tato bhavisyati

sambhavitasya sva-janat parabhavo
yadd sa sadyo maranaya kalpate

yadi—if; vrajisyasi—you will go; atihaya—neglecting; mat-
vacah—my words; bhadram—good; bhavatyah—your; na
—not; tatah—then; bhavisyati—will become; sambhavitasya
—most respectable; svajanar—by your own relative; pard-
bhavah—are insulted; yada—when; sah—that insult; sadyah
—immediately; maranaya—to death; kalpate—is equal.

If in spite of this instruction you decide to go, neglecting
my worids, the future will not be good for you. You are most
respectable, and when you are insulted by your relative, this
insult will immediately be equal to death.

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 4

B3 39
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maitreya uvaca
etavad wktva virarama Sankarah

(7) Why did Lord Siva think that Sati might

be insulted by her father?
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patny-anga-nasam hy ubhayatra cintayan
suhrd-didrksuh parisarikita bhavan
niskramati nirvisati dvidhdsa sa

maitreyah uviaca—Maitreya said; etavat—so much; uktvia—
after speaking; virarama—was silent; Sarkarah—Lord Siva;
patni-anga-nasam—the destruction of the body of his wife;
hi—since; ubhayatra—in both cases; cintayan—understand-
ing; suhrt-didrksuh—Dbeing anxious to see her relatives; pari-
Sankita—being afraid; bhavar—of Siva; niskramati—mov-
ing out; nirvisati—moving in; dvidhd—divided; dsa—was;
sa—she (Sati).

The sage Maitreya said: Lord Siva was silent after speak-
ing to Sati, seeing her between decisions. Sati was very much
anxious to see her relatives at her father’s house, but at the
same time she was afraid of Lord Siva’s warning. Her mind
unsettled, she moved in and out of the room as a swing
moves this way and that.

PURPORT: Sati’s mind was divided about whether to go to
her father’s house or obey the orders of Lord Siva. The
struggle between the two decisions was so strong that she
was pushed from one side of the room to another, and she
began to move just like the pendulum of a clock.

suhrd-didrksa-pratighdta-durmana
snehad rudaty asru-kalativihval

bhavarh bhavany apratipiirusanm rus
pradhaksyativaiksata jata-vepathu

suhrt-didrlsaof the desire to see her relatives; pratighat
—the prevention; durmanah—{feeling sorry; snehat—fro
affection; rudati—crying; asru-kala—by drops of tears
ativihvala—very much afflicted; bhavam—ILord Siva;
bhavani—Sati; aprati-pitrusam—without an equal or rival;
rusa—with anger; pradhaksyati—to blast; iva—as if; aiksata
—looked at; jata-vepathuh—shaking.

(8) Why is the word apratipurusam used

in reference to Lord Siva?
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Sati felt very sorry at being forbidden to go see her rela-
tives at her father’s house, and due to affection for them,
tears fell from her eyes. Shaking and very much afflicted,
she looked at her uncommon husband, Lord Siva, as if she
were going to blast him with her vision.

PURPORT: @ The word apratipiirusam, used in this verse,
means “one who has no equal.” Lord Siva has no equal in
the material world in regard to equality towards everyone.

| His wife, Sati, knew that her husband was equal towards
| everyone, so why in this case was he so unkind to his wife
i that he did not allow her to go to her father’s house? This

distressed her more than she could tolerate, and she looked
at her husband as if she were ready to blast him with her
vision. In other words, since Lord Siva is the arma (iva also
means atmd), it is indicated here that Sati was prepared to
commit suicide. Another meaning of the word apratipirusa
is “the personality who has no rival.” Since Lord Siva could
not be persuaded to give her permission, Sati took shelter
of a woman’s last weapon, weeping, which forces a husband
to agree to the proposal of his wife.
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tato vinih$vasya sati vihdya ta
Sokena rosena ca diiyata hrd

pitror agdat straina-vimudha-dhir grha
premndtmano yo ‘rdham adat satam priyah

tatah—then; vinih§vasya—breathing very heavily; sati—Sati;
vihaya—Ileaving; tam—him (Lord Siva); Sokena—by be-
reavement; rosenna—Dby anger; ca—and; dityata—afflicted;
hrda—with the heart; pitroh—of her father; agar—she went;
straina—by her womanly nature; vimidha—deluded;
dhih—intelligence; grhidn—to the house; premni—due to
affection; atmanah—of his body; yah—who; ardham-—half;
adat—gave; satam—to the saintly; priyah—dear.

Thereafter Sati left her husband, Lord Siva, who had given
her half his body due to affection. Breathing very heavily
because of anger and bereavement, she went to the house
of her father. This less intelligent act was due to her being a
weak woman.

[continued in the next issue)



A Lifetime of Devotion
To Guru and Krsna

A couple at the ISKCON community
in Los Angeles prove that age is no obstacle for one
who sincerely desires to serve the Lord.

by Karuna Dharani Devi Dasi

Maiijari (left) and Vidura Mehta

Mehta* smells like worship. A soft scent
of ghee wicks and incense and camphor
fills the clean, simple rooms. From where I
live next door, I regularly hear the conch shell
announcing their twice-daily arati for their
deities. Today, Radha-Gopinatha, Gaura-

THE HOME OF VIDURA and Maijari

**Vidura” and “Maiijari” are the names they re-
ceived at the time of their spiritual initiation.

Nitai, and Laddu-Gopala are freshly bathed
and immaculate, dressed in bright yellow-
and-white cloth Manjari has sewn for Them.
I offer my obeisances and take a seat as this
couple, Vidura, 85, and Maifijari, 83, recall for
me their first encounter with Srila Prabhu-
pada and his Western disciples.

They were strolling along the Chowpatty
shore, as they did every evening in Mumbai
in 1971. There was not so much to see, just a

MARCH/APRIL 2004 » BACK TO GODHEAD 35



Though the Mebtas had left India, they hadn’t
given up their spiritual heritage. They continued
their personal spiritual practices.

big stretch of beach and a few build- | neighborhood at Devgad Baria, Panch-

ings. Yet that evening, in a large open
area that was usually vacant, stood a
big canopy with a group of men in-
side. They were wearing saffron, the
color of cloth for a renunciant in the
Mehta’s Vedic culture. The men were
dancing and were singing the names
of Krsna, an activity familiar to Vidura
and Maiijari, chanters themselves.
But something was clearly different
here. As they drew closer, they saw that
it was foreigners who were singing.
This they had never seen—Americans
dressed in the traditional sacred robes
of their own Hare Krsna faith.

At first they couldn’t believe what
they were seeing. They stood with eyes
fixed on the very enthusiastic sankir-
tana before them. The crowd grew thick
with surprised and curious onlookers.

“This is not a miracle.”

Vidura remembers the strong voice
of Srila Prabhupada, standing outside

the canopy and addressing the gather- |

ing crowd, gesturing toward his West-
ern followers.

“I am not a miracle worker. These
young Americans have become Vais-
nava devotees of the Lord.”

A few days later Vidura and Mafijari
saw the same group of devotees at the
nearby Maha-Laksmi temple. They re-
member seeing a sarnydsi with a birth-
mark on the left side of his forehead.
They couldn’t have known then what
significance this sannydsi would some-
day have in their lives.

“For me, the Western devotees were
a very good sight to see,” says Vidura.

Vidura and Maiijari were both born

into Vaisnava families and initiated in |

the Pusti line of Vallabhacarya, an as-
sociate of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Mafijarl has worshiped Bala (child)
Krsna since she was seven years old.
She remembers that in her childhood
her mother would go every day to wor-
ship at the Kuiija-Bihari temple in her

mahal District, Gujarat.

Vidura received his education in
Ahmedabad, and later he moved to
Mumbai, where he worked in a bank
and then became the manager of a rub-
ber factory on Grant Road. Vidura was
twenty-three and Mafjari twenty when
they married. They have two sons,
Madhukar and Kamal. During their

years of raising the boys, they visited |

local temples, taught their sons to chant
and worship in their home, and kept
up their Krsna conscious practice of
chanting on beads sixty-four rounds
of the mantra §ri krsna Saranarih mama
(“Lord Krsna is my shelter™).

Every year they took the boys on
pilgrimage to visit the popular temple

of Lord Krsna as Sri Nathaji, in Nath- |

dwara, Rajasthan. When their sons
graduated from high school and be-
gan college in Ahmedabad, Vidura
and Mafijari began a series of pilgrim-
ages that took them to Gokula, Ma-
thura, Vrndavana, Kedarnath, Badri-
nath, Haridwar, Rishikesh, Gangotri,
Yamunotri, Tirupati, Madurai, Kan-
niyakumari, Mayapur, Jagannath Puri,
and other holy places.

FINDING THEIR GURU
IN AMERICA

Madhukar, the eldest son, gradu-
ated in Ahmedabad with a degree in
pharmaceutical studies, and he moved
to Boston for six more years of educa-
tion in his field. In 1982, when Vidura
and Maiijari visited him there, Madhu-
kar brought them to attend the services
at the Boston Hare Krsna temple.

In the meantime their son Kamal
tock a job in architecture in Houston.

“We moved to Houston to be re-
united with our son Kamal,” says Vi-
dura, “and we began to attend Krsna
conscious programs every Friday even-
ing. Lecturing at these programs was
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Tamal Krsna Goswami. We recognized
him as the same sannydsi with
the birthmark on his forehead whom
we had seen twelve years before in
Mumbai.”

In Houston the Mehtas soon began
their own spiritual home-programs,
inviting friends and family to cele-
brate an evening of Krsna conscious
singing, speaking, and feasting, Kamal
Mehta became active in putting on the
programs every week for the benefit
of friends, family, and members of
the Houston ISKCON congregation.
Though the Mehta’s had left India, they
hadn’t given up their spiritual heritage.
They continued their personal spiritual
practices and added the spirit of giv-
ing Krsna consciousness that was so
evident to them in Srila Prabhupada’s
discourses at Chowpatty.

Vidura and Mafjari became initi-
ated by Tamal Krsna Goswami in
Houston in 1986. At the time of their
initiation they were each chanting
sixty-four rounds of the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra as well as the mantra §ri
krsna saranari mama of the Pusti line.
Their son Kamal was later initiated by
Lokanath Swami and received the
name Krsna Prema Dasa.

Eventually Krsna Prema'’s architec-
tural work took him to Tustin, Califor-
nia, near Los Angeles. Vidura and
Mafijari went with him and his wife,
Gopi, to help take care of their three
sons while the parents were at work.
Every Saturday night all of the Mehtas
attended ISKCON programs held in
any of forty homes in southern Cali-
fornia. (The various programs draw 150
families and include bhajanas that go
on for well over three hours at every
event. In the last few years the num-
ber of programs has more than dou-
bled to include Friday nights as well as
some Sunday afternoons.)

Nirantara Dasa, the director of life
membership and home programs for



ISKCON Los Angeles, asked Vidura to
lead the opening kirtana and offer the

and treated us like his parents. We now

| feel like orphans in his absence.”

final arati at every Saturday program. |

This required a lot of traveling to vari-
ous homes, but Vidura, a very deter-
mined devotee of Krsna, enjoyed his
assigned duty at every evenl.

DANGEROUS OPERATION

In July 1996, Vidura was diagnosed
with a lumbar disc disease called scolio-
sis, which severely afflicts the sciatic
nerve. After five years, he was in great
pain and confined to a wheelchair. His
doctor suggested an operation but
couldn’t guarantee its success.

Vidura wrote to his guru, Tamal

Krsna Goswami, for guidance, telling |

him that he was praying to Lord Krsna
to either let him die during the opera-
tion and take him back to the spiritual
world or heal him for vigorous devo-
tional service.

Tamal Krsna Goswami replied that,
lacking medical expertise, he could not
advise Vidura on whether or not to
have the operation, but if Vidura did
have it and recovered, he must remem-

ber to follow through on his promise |
membership and the office that orga-

to dedicate his life to Krsna’s service.

Vidura decided to have the six-hour
operation. After six months of recu-
peration, he regained his ability to
walk. He now lives at New Dwarka, the
ISKCON community in Los Angeles.
Nowadays we see Vidura early every
morning before mangala-arati, prepar-
ing trays for the morning worship. For
the last six years, he has offered
mangala-arati every morning as well as
the Sunday feast arati. After the Sun-
day feast arati Vidura helps Ravindra-
natha Dasa, the head priest, give a
prasadam sweet to everyone who
comes to the temple. For seven years
Mafjari has made the full supply of
ghee wicks for the deity worship: five
hundred tapered wicks and five hun-

dred lamp wicks every week. They each |

chant daily thirty-two rounds of the
Hare Krsna mahda-mantra on their
beads.

INSPIRING OTHERS

“Since the passing of Tamal Krsna
Goswami,” says Vidura, “we have
missed him very heavily. He loved us

Tamal Krsna Goswami once told
him, “Vidura, I have done my duty to
you, and now it is your turn to do your
duty to me.”

Vidura humbly asked, “Gurudeva,
what is my duty to you?”

Tamal Krsna Goswami replied,
“Please bless me. You are my parents.”

“Vidura is a very determined, force-
ful, and principled devotee,” says Nir-
antara, who has known him for fifteen
years. “He takes his service very seri-
ously. His dream is that he and his
wife will pass away at the same time
while doing service to Sri Sri Rukmini-
Dvarakadhisa. Maiijari is the univer-
sal mother. Nothing pleases her more
than to cook for and feed devotees.”

They are both very fond of their
devotee grandchildren. Three genera-
tions of Mehtas engage in Krsna’s ser-

| vice. All three of the Mehta grandsons

took the Krsna book home-study pro-
gram administered by Nirantara Dasa,
and they graduated with high honors.
They attend home programs and en-
joy singing, and they play the harmoni-
um and drums. They also help with life

nizes the home programs. They live in
New Dwarka and attend college at

nearby UCLA and USC.

“New Dwarka is a very spiritual at-
mosphere,” says Nisanth, who is study-
ing to be a doctor. “I can really feel the
difference when I come back to the
community here. We visit the deities
daily and like to do some service.”

Anand, who is pursuing a degree in
communications, adds, “And we get to
see our grandpa. We feel inspired to see
our grandparents serving Krsna in their
advanced age.”

I too am inspired by the example
of Vidura and Mafjari Mehta, includ-
ing their life-long worship and chant-
ing and their training of their family
members to be Krsna conscious.

Vidura wrote in a letter to his guru,
“Please let me tell you that I have ex-
perienced profound happiness and joy
while doing drati at several [ISKCON
temples.”

Steady devotional service to the
Lord in the later years of life is a re-
ward for those who have paid the price
of surrender to guru and Krsna. Next
stop, Krsna-loka. D

| Karuna Dharini Devi Dasi, a disciple
| of His Grace Virabahu Dasa, serves the

deities at New Dwarka, where she
joined ISKCON in 1979. She lives with
her husband and daughter.

FORTRUE
SUCCESS INLIFE

Read the Books of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdada.

 Tens of millions of books now in print.

® Available in more than fifty languages.

e Among Srila Prabhupada’s major works:

To see

Bhagavad-gita As It Is
Srimad-Bhaga

The Nectar of Devotion

a list of all of Srila Prabhupada’s

books in print and all available languages,

please visit Krishna.co

oks, or call

1-800-800-3284.
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THE HOLY NAME

(continued from page 13)

Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare
—it is the Lord and His supreme en-
ergy, Radha. The word Hare is the way
to call someone named either Hari
(masculine, a name for Krsna) or Hara
(feminine, a name for Radharani).
Srila Prabhupada told us that we are
calling to the supreme mother, Hara,
to help us approach the Lord, Krsna
or Rama. Krsna means all-attractive,
an appropriate name for God because
He is the strongest and the most weal-
thy, renounced, famous, beautiful, and
intelligent—the primary categories of
opulence. And Rama is a name for
God as the supreme enjoyer, full of
pleasure. Hara literally means “to take
away.” Radharani, addressed as Hare,
takes away the pain of material attach-
ments and brings us to Krsna. She al-
so steals Krsna’s mind, attracting the
most attractive with her incompara-
ble love. The mahda-mantra is thus an
exultation of Radha-Krsna's love and
a plea to Radha-Krsna to allow the
chanter to help further the unlimited

expansion of Their love.

Many great spiritual teachers have
given their own meditations on the
name and the maha-mantra, all in ac-
cord with the basic understanding
above. Bhaktivinoda Thakura, for ex-
ample, explained that each couplet of
the mantra refers to one of the eight
prayers (Siksastaka) written by the
Lord to Himself when, as Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, He appeared in the
mood of Radharani. Bhaktivinoda fur-
ther says that each of these couplets
and prayers corresponds to a stage in
the gradual progress of realization of
a spiritual aspirant.

“GO0 TO GOVINDA!”

Krsna may find many ways to con-
vince us of the name’s power. My
mother’s passing was a powerful les-
son for me.

My many relatives who had vehe-
mently objected to “Krsna rituals,”
both directly and through the doctor,
suddenly and inexplicably left the
room after declaring that they would

YOM re Jnvﬁed'
The Sunday T'easf

 Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a spec1al

festival every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers.

Come by and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural

tradition. Call your nearest center to find out the schedule
for the Sunday Feast. (See “Centers,” pages 59-61.)
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stay “until the end.” As I sat with my
mother, another devotee entered the
room and began chanting Hare Krsna
to her, not knowing she had only mo-
ments left.

The aide sat on one side, saying,
“Just go to the Lord, just love the
Lord!” And I sat on the other, describ-
ing Krsna’s form and singing songs of
the spiritual world. My mother’s body
shuddered as if someone had grabbed
the stem of a large plant within her and
shaken it. For several weeks, she’d been
unable to speak, even though her con-
sciousness had been clear and alert.
Was it her inner desire that had set the
stage for hearing only Krsna's glories?
Would my relatives come back and
accuse me of sectarian rituals? Would
she go on like this for days, with the
chance that I could be out of the room
at the moment the soul left? Leaving
all this up to Krsna, I told her of His
beautiful hair, His eyes, and His love.

“Go to Govinda! Go to Gopala!
Give Him all your love and everything.
Leave your material attachments and
become attached only to Him. Radhe
Jaya Jaya, Madhava. Go to Gopala!”

Her breathing stopped. Then a tiny
bit of air came from her mouth, and
her body was still. Could one whose life
had no background of Vedic ritual
come to Krsna through the power of
His name, even in the last moments?
I'm still astonished at how the holy
name is so merciful and how Krsna in
that form is above all considerations.

The phone rang,

“How is Grandma?” my daughter
asked.

“Grandma just died. One minute
ago.”

“One minute ago? One minute ago
I was at the altar, begging Lord Cai-
tanya to protect her.”

With faith in the power of the name,
with awareness that Krsna in that form
is fully present with all potencies, and
with conviction that the names includes
and is beyond all else, let us chant with
enthusiasm. §¥

Urmila Devi Dasi and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is a
frequent contributor to BTG and the
major author and compiler of Vai-
kuntha Children, a guide to Krsna

| conscious education for children.



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—I[ ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philesophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON-—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; ils inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana——congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—yvegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—“chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe”).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriméan, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Seciety for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees:

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and dsramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the /esatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four dsramas are
the brahniacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannydsis (renunciants).

Vrandavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead?); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.



LORD CAITANYA
(continued from page 17)

ENLIGHTENING
THE BUDDHISTS

During Lord Caitanya’s
travels, He would sometimes
meet with proud intellectuals
who did not believe that God
was a person. They thought He
was merely a principle or a
power or a light or a conscious-
ness or all of these combined.
One of these persons, a leader
of a Buddhist sect, along with
his disciples, once came before
the Lord to instruct Him. Set-
ting forth nine chief principles,
the Buddhist tried to convince
the Lord of the superiority of
his teachings. But with strong
logic the Lord easily defeated
the Buddhist leader’s argu-
ments. When spectators began
to laugh, the Buddhists felt both shame
and fear. Realizing that the Lord was
a Vaisnava—a devotee of Krsna—they
unhappily returned home.

Later, the Buddhists plotted to
avenge themselves. They brought the
Lord a plate of untouchable food and
falsely called it mahda-prasada, food
that has been first offered to the temple
deity. But just when this food was pre-
sented to Lord Caitanya, a large bird
appeared there, picked up the plate in
its beak, and flew off. As it did, the un-
touchable food fell on the Buddhists;
then the bird dropped the plate on the
head of the Buddhist teacher, and the
teacher fell down unconscious.

His students cried out and hastened
to Lord Caitanya’s feet for shelter.

Addressing Him as the Lord, they

begged, “Sir, please forgive our offense. |

Please have mercy on us and revive our
spiritual master.”

The Lord replied, “All of you chant
the names of Krsna and Hari very
loudly near the ear of your guru. By
this means, he will regain conscious-
ness.”

The students followed the Lord’s
advice, and their teacher became con-
scious. He at once began chanting the
holy name of the Lord and then sub-
mitted himself humbly before Lord
Caitanya. Everyone gathered there
was amazed.

Lord Caitanya liberates the souls of
seven trees that had been shot by the arrow
of Lord Ramacandra in a former age.

The Lord then suddenly and
strangely disappeared from everyone’s
view, and no one could find Him.

REPELLING THE
BHATTATHARIS

While Lord Caitanya traveled to
various holy places, He was accompa-
nied by His servant Krsnadasa. One
day Krsnadasa, who was simple and
gentle, was lured away from the Lord
by a group of nomads known as the
Bhattatharis. Qutwardly, they dressed
like sannyasis, or renunciants, but their
real business was stealing and cheat-
ing. Polluting Krsnadasa’s intelligence,
they persuaded him to come to their
camp and enjoy their kept women.
Their motive was to compel Krsnadasa
to join their community and become
one of their members.

As soon as the Lord learned of this,
he went to their camp and asked them,
“Why are you keeping my brahmana
assistant? Both you and I are renun-
ciants, yet you are deliberately distress-

| ing me. I do not see any good logic in

this.”

Hearing this, all the Bhattatharis
proceeded to try to attack the Lord,
their sharp weapons raised maliciously.
But instead of striking the Lord’s body,
their weapons uncontrollably fell from
their hands and struck their own bod-
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ies. When some of the Bhatta-
tharis were thus cut to pieces,
the others ran away in all direc-
tions. As the Bhattatharis
roared and cried, Lord Caitan-
ya grabbed Krsnadasa by the
hair and took him away. Later
on, when Krsnadasa realized
how he had been contaminat-
ed, he was most grateful to the
Lord for freeing him from
those rogues.

DISPATCHING
SEVEN TREES

Many thousands of years
ago, Lord Caitanya incarnated
as the famous Lord Rama. In
Valmiki’s great epic Ramayana,
Lord Rama, a mighty warrior,
promised Prince Sugriva that
He would kill Sugriva’s brother
King Vali, who had not only
banished Sugriva from his kingdom,
but had also illicitly appropriated his
wife. But because Vali was extremely ~
powerful, Sugriva entertained a doubt
as to whether Lord Rama could slay
him. Therefore, Sugriva asked Lord
Rama to prove His prowess by shoot-
ing an arrow into a distant tree. After
Rama shot His arrow, it pierced not
only the indicated tree but also six
other trees standing behind it. The ar-
row then touched the earth and quickly
returned to Lord Rama’s quiver.

When Lord Caitanya toured south
India, He saw those same trees that He,
in the form of Lord Rama, had long
ago pierced with His arrow. But now
playing the role of a devotee, He con-
sidered those trees extremely holy,
having had contact with the Lord’s
mystic arrow. Lord Caitanya then em-
braced each of them, causing all seven
trees to disappear. Where did they go?
The Lord dispatched them to Vaikun-
tha, the spiritual world, freeing the
souls occupying them from ever hav-
ing to take birth again in the material
world. D

Amala Bhakta Dasa, well-known for
his audio recordings of Krsna conscious
books, is the author of The Life of Tul-
asi Devi, Mystical Stories from the
Mahabharata, and Mystical Stories
from the Srimad-Bhagavatam.



Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they'd like o start. You're invited. Just give a call to find out when and where. If
you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list, please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua,
FL 32616, USA. NOTE: If you find that a listing is no longer valid, please let us know.

USA

CALIFORNIA: Southern California — For all cities in Los Angeles County,
San Fernando Valley, and Orange County, call Nirantara Disa at (310) 839-
1572, nirantara@juno.com; Alpine — Radhinatha Dasa, (619) 659-5728;
Avalon — Syamasundara Disa, (310) 510-0288 [Radio program on 88.7 FM,
Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 PM.]: Burlingmme — Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula Devi
Dasi, (650) 344-2446; *Davis — Kalpana Singh; (530) 759-7082; Lancaster —
Premamrta Dasi, (661)942-1859; * Modesto — Caitanya Caritamrta Dasa &
Subhadra Devi Dast, (209) 548-0439; Newbury Park — Mahasakti Dasa,
(R03) 480-9215, mjahre@adelphia.net; Ojai — *Mayesvara Disa (805) 640-
0405, mayesvara@aol.com; Urvasi Devi Dasi, (805) 646-7572; Penn Valley —
Rick & Judy Gross, (530) 432-0854; (714) 996-7262; Redwood Valley —
Prasanna Yoga Ashram (Tksvaku Dasa), (707) 485-5592; Sacramento —
*Paradhyeya Dasa & Caitanya Devi Dasi, (916) 568-1401, paradyeya.acbsp
@pamhonet; Ganapati Désa & Malati Devi Dasi, (916) 929-4557; San Jose/
Santa Cruz — Akraranatha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408) 353-9094;
Visalia — Nagapatni Devi Dasi, (559) 734-4463, nagapatni@aol.com

FCONNECTICUT: Milford — Harish & Simmi, simmi_z@hotmail.com

FLORIDA: Orlando — [SKCON Sunday Program, Shanti Mandir, [call Dipa:
(407) 788-7009]; Jaya Sila Dasa, (407) 290-1956; *Plantation — Joe Gennaro
(Jaya Krsna Dasa), (954) 693-0566, gunner108@aol.com; *Tampa Bay Area
— Prema Sindhu Dasa & Lila Manjarl Devi Dasi, (727) 585-5372, lilamanjari
@verizon.net

GEORGIA: Atlanta (Gypsy Market) — Madhava Priya Devi Dasi or Bhakta
Christopher, (404) 584-0987; Norcross — Gita Govinda Dasa & Gita Devi
Dasi, (770) 448-7556

HAWAIL: Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate, (808) 259-5429

ILLINOIS: Champaign-Urbana — Prthusrava Dasa & Danakeli Devi Dasi,
(217) 384-0699, krishnacenterniuc@hotniail.com; DeKalb/Rockford/ North
ern Illinois Area — Tamohara Dasa & Mantrini Devi Dasl, (815) 756-3456;
Des Plaines — Radha-Gopala Dasa, (847) 768-9594; Naperville — Nirantara
Dasa & Preminanda Devi Dast, (630) 753-9676; Ashok & Preethy Menon,
(630) 236-5747; Suresh & Gulshan Khattar, (630) 753-9857; *Palatine —
Nachiketa Lolla, (847) 991-7599; Schanmburg — Amar Upadhyay, (847)
969-1029

TIOWA: lowa City — Gopala Dasa & Kalavati Devi Disi, dasgopal@aol.com

KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankottha Disa & Gopiméta Devi Dasi, (785) 594-7091

MARYLAND: Baltimore — Dr. Jagdish & Kamud Patel (Jaya Gaurasundara
Dasa & Kaumodaki Devi Dasi), (410) 788-5947; *Gaithersburg — Saci-
kumdira Désa & Prematarangini Devi Dasi, (847) 259-3703; Potomac —
Devaprastha Dasa & Padmamalini Devi Das1, (301) 299-1326; Silver Spring
— Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi Dasi, (301) 236-0564

MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa),
(781} 471-7911

MICHIGAN: *Grand Rapids — Narahari Deva Disa, (616) 791-8050, gynku
mar@yahoo.com; Lansing — Palaka Dasa & family, (517) 484-7431; Niles —
Prema Bhakti Dasa & Tapati Dasi (Frank & Tanya Britton), (616) 687-9491

MINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy & Terry Devine, (952) 933-5408; Golden
Valley — Shashikant Bhojraj, (763) 522-4452

MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. J. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939

NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (Samika Rsi Disa),
(973) 989-9233; Edison — Devakinandana Dasa, (732) 635-1904, gauranitai
@divinemellows.com; Edison — Anil Shibad, (732) 777-2599, ashibad@aol.
com; Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046; New Brunswick — Subala
Dasa, (732) 993-0622; Parsippany — *Ramacandra Dasa, (973) 386-1654,
ramacandra_das@hotmail.com; New Jersey Shore — Greg & Kristen, (908)
458-6670

NEW MEXICO: Sitver City — lsana Dasa, (505) 534-8036

NEW YORK: Albany — Sacisuta Dasa and Kelilalita Dast, (518) 799-2172;
Corona (Queens) — éi\'ér&dhya Disa (Jayant V. Surti & family), (718) 639-
6580; Rego Park — Nikufja-Behari Dasa (Nikhil N. Trivedi & family). (718)

897-2267; *Richmond Hill (Queens) — Hare Krishna Center, (718) 848-9010; |

sunandanadas@hotmail.com

NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata Dasa
& Krsna Kumari Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753; Chapel Hill — Laksmi
Nrsimha Disa, (919) 928-0460; Sandy Ridge — Sivinanda Dasa & Mohana
Mohini Devi Dasi, (336) 593-9888

OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House (Columbus), (614) 421-1661; Cleve-
land — *Dayal-Nitii Dasa & Tanya Foose, (216) 228-4777; *Krsnanandini
Devi Dasi, (216) 321-0930; *Jagannivasa Disa & Mandira Devi Dasi, (216)

691-1809; Kent — Regular programs at Kent State University [contact

Krishna House (Columbus), (614) 421-1661]; Jim Kelley, (330) 297-5353
*OREGON: Corvalis — Vidyadhar Karmarkar: vidyadhar.karmarkar@arst.edu
PENNSYLVANIA: Bala Cynwyd — Dr. Arvind Sharma, (610) 667-5294; Eric —

Lild Kumira Devi Dast, (814) 676-1791; Norristown — Radha Krishna Maha-

jan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa), (610) 631-7653; State College — Penn State Vedic

Society, Arvind Mohanram, (814) 231-8301; *Strondsburg — Dr. Dulal Bhatta-

charjee (Nandadulal Diasa), (570) 476-2925, dulalb@hotmail.com; Youngsville

— Stefanie Goodart, gitana@westpa.net
SOUTH CAROLINA: Manning (1-95, Exit 115}, Sunset Inn, Sam & Savita Palel,

(803) 473-2561
TENNESSEE: Memphis — Ghansyham & Rani Heda, (901) 752-3967; Nashville

— Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh), (615) 806-3425
TEXAS: Austin — Rasajiia Devi Dasi, (512) 255-7658, rasa@austin.rr.com;

*Harlingen — ISKCON Mission Society, (956) 423-7098
VIRGINIA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amiticira Disa &

Mayapriya Devi Dast, (804) 823-8223; Norfolk — Lucille Vogel, (757) 531-2464;

Springfield — $riméan Dasa, (703) 455-1125 :

WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6525
WEST VIRGINIA: Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362
WISCONSIN: Kenosha — Sriram Kodandapani, (262) 638-3636

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Melbourne — Vishal Sharma, (03) 93586-9169, Vishal@tusc.com.au;
Tasmania — Bhakta Mick (0403) 696 305 (Hobart)

BELGIUM: Ghent — Bhakta Vincent Serbruyns, (09} 386-1117; Madhava Dasa,
(03) B28-6049

BOZNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: Sarajevo — Damodara Prema Disa, +387
(033) 610 571, damodarprema@yahoo.com

BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Natardja Ddsa, +35 (041) 263-4163

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Omkara Dasa & Jadurani Devi Dasi (Om &
Jyoti Sharma), (403) 434-7343; London, Ontario — Radhika Parbhoo, (519)
495-4623; Markham, Ontario — Prabhupéda Désa (V. B. Sharma). (416) 294-
9431; Salmon Arm, B.C. — Mukunda Madhava Dasa & Yasoda Priya Devi
Dadsi, 6191 Trans-Canada Hwy. NW, Salmon Arm, B.C. V1E 4M2 {no phone);
St. Jerome, Quebec — Jiva Dasa and France, (450) 431-8477, yvesstpierre
@sympatico.ca; Toronto — Raminanda Raya Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi,

(416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held in more
than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow.

GERMANY: Hamburg — Jayagaura Dasa, +49 (40) 410-2848 or +49 (4105) 12347,
Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 655 23 72; Weimar — Katharina Rauch, Am
Jakobsfriedhof 1, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Pinagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan, Mahavakya
Disa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa, (876) 706-2852,
bhagavata@hotmail.con; Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawars — Jayinanda Diasa & Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-3749; Osaka —
Satsvarfipa Dasa & Jaldngi Devi Dasl, (06) 352-0729

MEXICO: Tijunana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 686-6219

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Dasa, (07) 856-7608; Tauranga,
Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga, (07) 549 1807

NORWAY: Trondheim — Keshav & Latha Nrugham. 951 42 615, keshav.nrugham
@telenor.com

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyitita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok — Pra-
carananda Dasa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice — Yugala-Marti Dasa, +48
(032) 255-8557; Kielee — Laksmana Dasa, +48 (041) 331-7785; Lublin —
Posana Dasa, +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow — Vrndavana Candra Dasa, +48
(017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa, +48 (091) 34-5204; Walbrzych —
Trisama Désa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 50 locations. For information
contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

*SURINAME: Paramaribo — Tjikoerie Bhiraj +597 236438

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, (021) 88007

TURKEY: *Istanbul — Acyuta Miadhava Disa, azarmammadov@hotmail.com;
Asli Han Aran, harinama_17@yahoo.com.in

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than 20 cities.

To find one near you, or for help in starting one, contact ISKCON Reader
Services, PO. Box 730, Watford WD25 BEZ, UK, www.iskcon.org.uk.

*New or revised listing.



THE SONG GOES EVER ON
(continued from page 27)

asking appropriate questions: “On the
Battlefield of Kuruksetra,” Krsna says,

“Arjuna . ..asked Me the same ques- |

tion that you are now posing.” After
this reference to His conversation with
Arjuna, Krsna explains how He can be
seen in the world and, nearly echoing
His own words in the Bhagavad-gita's
Tenth Chapter, enumerates His opu-
lences as the Absolute Truth: “I am the
ultimate goal ... [ am the three-lettered
omkara . . .1 am the Gayatrl mantra
...Tam the Himalayas,” and so on. He
adds several that are not in the Gita,
such as “Among jewels, I am the ruby,
and among flowers the lotus.”

The next two chapters of the Ud-
dhava Gita detail the ancient social and
spiritual system known as Varnasrama

- SUKADEVA GOSVAMI said:
Hearing the words spoken by
Lord Krsna, and having thus
been shown the entire path of
yoga, Uddhava folded his hands
to offer obeisances, But his
throat choked up with love and -

_ his eyes overflowed with tears; so
he could say nothing,

Steadying his mind, which had
become overwhelmed with love,
Uddhava felt extremely grateful
to Lord Krsna, the greatest hero
of the Yadu dynasty. My dear
King Pariksit, Uddhava bowed
down to touch the Lord’s lotus
feet with his head and then
spoke with folded hands.

Sti Uddhava said: O unborn,

. Uddhﬂ\'ﬂ’sﬁratltude

Dharma. Krsna makes it clear, as He
does in the Bhagavad-gita, that one fits
into this system according to quality
and work, not birth (as in the modern-
day caste system). The original system
is meant to help practitioners use their
God-given talents and inclinations to
gradually become God conscious.

DIFFERENT INSTRUCTIONS
FOoR DIFFERENT STUDENTS

As the Uddhava Gita comes Lo a
close, Krsna again emphasizes the im-
portance of bhakti-yoga, or devotion to
Him, and makes two additional points:
(1) He asks Uddhava to try to see the
Supreme Soul, Krsna Himself, in all liv-
ing beings and at all times. There is a
spiritual oneness to all things, Krsna
tells Uddhava, and yet He—God—re-

. primeval--LQrd_, although L had
fallen into the darkness of illu-

~ sion, my ignorance has now been

dispelled by Your merciful asso-
ciation. Indeed, how can cold,
darkness, and fear exert their
power over one who has ap-
proached the brilliant sun?

In return for my insignificant
surrender, You have mereifully
bestowed upon me, Your ser-
vant, the torchlight of transcen-
dental knowledge. Therefore,
what devotee of Yours who has
any gratitude could ever give up
Your lotus feet and take shelter
of another master?

—-.S":ffmad-Bhﬁgavara_m
11.29.35-38
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mains a distinct and transcendent in-
dividual as well. This is the great mys-
tery of spiritual life. (2) Krsna tells
Uddhava to renounce the world and
accept the life of a mendicant. Students
of the Bhagavad-gitad will notice that
this instruction seems diametrically
opposed to that given to Arjuna. In the
Bhagavad-gitd, Krsna tells Arjuna to
unhesitatingly fight on behalf of the
righteous. In other words, Krsna tells
him to work in the world for a divine
purpose, on God’s behalf, not to re-
nounce all action and sit on his laurels
like a would-be yogi.

Is Krsna contradicting Himself by
telling Uddhava to become a renun-
ciant, to shy away from worldly activi-
ties? Not in the slightest. Arjuna was a
warrior, in the middle of a battle, and
many were depending on him to do his
duty. But Uddhava’s temperament was
different. He was inclined to the mood
of the gopis. [See the sidebar “Uddhava
Sandesa.”] The teachings of Krsna con-
sciousness, as delivered in both the
Bhagavad-gita and the Uddhava Gita,

take each person’s unique psycho-

physical make-up into account, cel-
ebrating the diversity of creation and
the special way in which cach of us is
meant to serve God.,

In the last verse of Uddhava Gita
(11.29.49), Sukadeva Goswami, the
narrator of the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
feels intense love for the Lord and ut-
ters the following words:

I offer my obeisances to that Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, the
original and greatest of all beings,
Lord $1i Krsna. He is the author of
the Vedas, and just to destroy His
devotees’ fear of material existence,
like a bee He has collected this
nectarean essence of all knowledge
and self-realization. Thus He has
awarded to His many devotees this
nectar from the ocean of bliss, and
by His mercy they have drunk it. &P

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to BTG. He has written twenty books
on Krsna consciousness, and is the edi-
tor of the recently published Holy War:
Violence and the Bhagavad Gita. He
lives with his wife and daughter near
New York City.



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“Education Means
To Know God”

Here we continue a conversation between His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and the mother of one of
his students, along with a Jesuit priest. It took place in the garden at
Bhaktivedanta Manor, near London, England, on July 25, 1973.

Mother (to Srila Prabhupada):
Yes, Father, I understand you
are educated on a different
platform, as you say—no doubt
a most sublime and spiritual
platform. But aren’t you still
drawing upon your basic educa-
tional background for translat-
ing your books?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That’s all
right.

Mother: Isn’t that a great joy to
you?

Srila Prabhupada: For translat-
ing of books, it does not require
so much education. Of course,
that is required when the pur-
port of the translation is given.
Otherwise, the real thing is
culture. The essence of educa-
tion is culture. Simply money-
making education for maintain-
ing this body—that education
will not satisfy any more. Just as
I told you: Despite all arrange-
ments for education, why are
the young men turning out to
be hippies? That is my question.
Mother: Oh, but not your fol-
lowers. Your followers are not
being hippies—people who
follow you. Therefore, you've
got the people whom you could
help to become cultured like
you.

Srila Prabhupada: So my father
educated me in a different way.
Therefore, I have come to this
stage. My father never allowed
me even to drink tea.

Mother: Well, I'm disappointed

in you. I came to see you be-
cause I felt that, being so
cultured, you would want all
your boys to have this culture
and to have this, to have the
best
Disciple: Thanks to Srila
Prabhupada, we’ve got this
culture.
Mother: Oh, but you haven’t,
you see. You’re all young boys.
Disciple: No. Your culture we
don’t have.
Mother: But you're not mature
yet.
Disciple: But the culture that
Srila Prabhupada has—this
culture he’s giving to us.
Mother: Yes. But you're not
mature. It takes years to be-
come mature, Hurt, pain, happi-
ness, everything together. You
find God? Yes, I've found God.
We all . . .Ifeel very close to
God, and I feel very happy. But
I would also still wish to be
educated. And fortunately, I was
given the chance to have an
education, and I don’t misuse it.
Srila Prabhupada: Education
means to know God. That is
education. In our Vedic culture,
the high-class man is called a
brahmana.
Mother: Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: Brahmana.
You know that.
Mother: Brahmana. Yes.
Srila Prabhupada: So who is a
brahmana? One who knows
(please turn to page 56)
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A VRNDAVANA TOUR

In Northern Ireland

How Lord Krsna’s holy land was transported halfway
around the world to the lake island known as Inis Rath.

by Maha-mantra Devi Dasi

'INDADVIPA, ISKCON'’s
acre island in Northern Ireland,
has been home for the deities Sri

Sri Radha-Govinda since 1986. I first
laid eyes on Radha-Govinda in 1985,
before They were formally installed in
the temple, and from that moment on,
They made arrangements to draw me
into their service. I moved into the
temple community on January 7, 1986.
Radha-Govinda were installed soon

after, and I was allowed to take care of |

them.

My spiritual master, Satsvariipa
Dasa Goswami, instructed me to make
sure to read Srila Prabhupada’s books
even if my heavy schedule of service
to Radha-Govinda made it difficult. He
said that the reading would help me
understand that Radha-Govinda are
not just statues standing on the altar;

MA

| Radha-Govi
They are Radha and Krsna, and They |

( ir pastimes.
Srila Prabhupada’s book

| tains many of Radha-Krsna’s pastimes,

and that book has always attracted me.
I find that when I read it the pastimes
enter my mind. And going to Their holy
land in India has allowed the pastimes
to enter my heart.

B my regular service to
a, I've been fortunate
to go twelve times to Vrndavana for
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ISKCON’s annual Vraja Mandala Pari-
krama, a one-month tour of the holy
places of Krsna’s pastimes. I've seen
proof that ha-Govinda don’t just
stand on the altar; I've seen Govinda’s
footprints on top of Charan Pahari in
Kamyavana, one of the twelve forests
of Vrndavana (Vraja), and I've seen the
imprint of Radha’s crown at Surya
Kund.

MY DREAM
FOR GOVINDADVIPA

Much of the beautiful island of Go-
vindadvipa (also known as Inis Rath)
is covered by forest, and being sur-
rounded by water, it resembles Vrnda-
vana, where the Yamuna River flows.
Early in 2003, our temple president,
Manu Dasa, asked the devotees here
to write down what they feel is the pur-
pose of Govindadvipa.

“And you can dream,” he added.

So I wrote him my dream for Go-
vindadvipa, which was to turn the is-
land into a replica of the twelve for-
ests of Vrndavana, with signposts,
figures depicting the pastimes, and
ghats on the lake.

When Manu read it, he was very

Mathura
Mohana
Dasa (left),
from

ur,
India, cuts

jumped
from to
subdue the
serpent

right, Krsna
prepares to
jump from
the tree at

Kaliya
Ghat.
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After the ribbon cutting ceremony (left),
the Parikrama trail is officially open.
Below, on Lord Balarama’s appearance
day, Radha-Govinda in the temple are
dressed for Their Vrndavana pastimes.

encouraging: “Go for it. Just do it.”

I drew a map of the island with the
pastime places on it and put it on the
temple notice board, petitioning devo-
tees to contribute toward it. A little
money came, and [ bought a vanload
of wood. My artist friend Syama Priya
Dasi painted on the wood many four-
foot-tall figures performing pastimes.
They were then cut out and heavily
varnished. Another artist, Caitanya-
candra Daya Dasa, came forward and
volunteered to paint more figures. He
also designed the wooden roof struc-
tures and taught Giriraja Dasa how to
make them. So we did a few. Then more
money came, and we did some more.
In the end we had sixty signposts and
twenty-five sets of figures under roofs
around the island. Devotees worked
very hard. Lila Vrndavana Dasi would
put her baby to bed, then go into the
art room and paint names on signs all
night.

Walking around the island and find-
ing the pastime places became a won-
derful meditation. It started to be that

nothing on Govindadvipa was ordinary
anymore. When I found an old stone
structure that resembled the grinding
mortar from Krsna’s pastimes at Go-
kula, I put it in our Gokula beside the
figures of Krsna and Yasoda, His
mother. It had been outside the temple
for years, but now it was definitely “the
grinding mortar.”

GOVINDADVIPA
PARIKRAMA

In August, we had our second
“Radha-Govinda’s Vrndavana Pas-
times Seminar” for three days, starting
on Lord Balarama’s appearance day.
Dina Bandhu Dasa, one of the tour
guides for the Vraja Mandala Pari-
krama, came all the way from Vrnda-
vana to give the seminar. Over the
three days, Radha-Govinda were
dressed in five different pastime out-
fits. Dina Bandhu spoke about the pas-
times, and devotees performed a drama
/dance depicting each one.

On the first day, Dina Bandhu cut
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At Chir Ghat (right), Parikrama guide Dina Bandhu
Dasa reads about Lord Krsna's stealing the clothes of
the gopis, His dearest devotees. At right, Mathura
Mohana Dasa and Maha-mantra Devi Dasi (the
author) put up one of the sixty sign posts. Below, chief
artist Syama Priya Devi Dasi, from England, gets help
from Sacitanaya Dasa, visiting from Los Angeles.

the ribbon to officially open Govinda- |
| asura, who in Treta-yuga was killed

dvipa’s parikrama path. In the first for-
est, Madhuvana, he spoke about the
pastimes that had taken place there. He
said that Krsna appeared in Madhu-
vana in each of the four Vedic ages:
Satya, Treta, Dvapara, and Kali. We saw
the figure of Dhruva Maharaja receiv-
ing the audience of Lord Nardyana,
which happened in Satya-yuga. Further

o

o

into the forest was the cave of Lavan-

there by Satrughna, Lord Rama’s
brother.Then we saw Krsna and Bala-
rama coming to water their cows at
Krishna Kund, which happened in
Dvapara-yuga, and the figure of Lord
Caitanya, who performed Vraja pari-
krama in Kali-yuga.

In the second forest, Talavana, we

48 BAcCKTO GODHEAD « MARCH/APRIL 2004

saw the figure of Lord Balarama and a
big stuffed donkey demon—Dhenuk-
asura. Dina Bandhu invited the chil-
dren to beat up Dhenukasura. Then at
the appropriate time in the story the
donkey flew through the air, flung by
Balarama, and landed in a tall tree.
(Special effects by Radhanatha Dasa.)

And so we went, completing one
third of the parikrama each day, fully



delivery of the nectar pastimes.

VRNDAVANA EVERYWHERE

Srila Prabhupada said that all our
temples are Vrndavana, because wher-
ever Radha and Krsna are, that is
Vrndavana. Everything contained in
the twelve forests of Vraja is available
to us at our Radha-Krsna temples. The
scriptures reinforce this point by ex-
plaining that Radha decided to accom-
pany Krsna to earth only after He had
agreed to bring Vrndavana with Them
from the spiritual world. Since Radha
has appeared in our temples, we can
be sure that Vrndavana is there too.

At Gokula (above), Yasoda binds Krsna to a grind-
ing mortar. At left, the witch Piitana was the first
demon killed by Lord Krsna. Above, right, Lord

Krsna massages Radharani’s feet in the sacred grove

known as Seva Kunj. At right, Srila Riipa Gosvami,

one of the chief disciples of Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
resided at Ter Kadamba, outside Nandagram.

enlivened by Dina Bandhu’s dynamic |

Krsna fulfilled my dream for Go-
vindadvipa. But I'm not done dream-
ing yet. I want to increase and improve
the figures over the next few years. I
want to see stone figures under con-
crete roof structures, and 1 want to see
stone ghats. But already, a walk around
Govindadvipa will never be the same
again.{D

Maha-mantra Devi Dasi has been serv-
ing Radha-Govinda at Govindadvipa
and making outfits for them since she
Joined ISKCON in 1986. Readers inter-
ested in helping develop Govindadvipa
Parikrama with donations or sculptur-
ing talents can e-mail govindadwipa@
pamho.net.
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Padayatra America

Depending on Krsna

A husband-and-wife team set out on a journey across America,
armed with Krsna’s message and a strong faith in His protection.

by Avadhiuta Siromani Dasa

of the year in India. I was on Pada-

yatra (“pilgrimage by foot™), walk-
ing toward Agra on the way to
Vrndéavana. During a break, the other
devotees ate and the oxen drank wa-
ter. I was sitting under a tree with His
Holiness Lokanath Swami, who over-
sees Padayatras worldwide, and he sug-
gested that I and my wife, Candrabhaga
Devi Dasi, perform a Padayatrad in
America.

His words came as a surprise. We
were happy in India, but it seemed
Krsna had other plans for us. But how
would we fulfill them? We didn’t have
a clue.

By August we were in Washington,
D.C., starting to develop the program.
We faced skepticism from a few lead-
ers, but Lokanath Swami and Viraba-
hu Prabhu very caringly supported us.
After a year of traveling everywhere
on the East Coast and meeting with
devotees, people on the street, and
ISKCON’s Indian congregation, we
were ready to start building the wagon
and training the horses. Following
Lokanath Swami’s suggestion, we
based our program at Gita Nagari,
ISKCON’s farm in Pennsylvania.
There we were able to get help and en-
couragement from His Holiness Bhakti
Tirtha Swami, a great blessing for us.

We spent the fall and a cold winter
at Gita Nagari. The devotees there, al-
ways eager to help, donated a wagon,
which we modified for our needs. In
May 2003, our Padayatra deities—Sri
Sri Nitai-Gaurasundara (Caitanya and
Nityananda)—arrived from Mayapur,
India, and were installed by Bhakti

IT WAS JULY 2001, the hottest month
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After traveling twelve hundred
miles from Pennsylvania
(above), Avadhiita S iromani
Dasa and Candrabhaga Devi
Dasi (left) spent the winter at
the Hare Krsna community in
Alachua, Florida, before
heading to Mexico. A solar
panel on the roof of their cart
generates electricity to continu-
ously broadcast Srila Prabhu-
pada’s chanting. At top, they
mark another milestone: the
North Carolina border.
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Signs of Krsna's Blessings: Diary Excerpts

Maryland Mountains

We were crossing the moun-
tains in Maryland, and after a long,
hard journey, I could see that the
horses were tired. With only about
thirty minutes of sunlight left, I
wanted to stop for the night at a
farm. Till then, farmers had wel-
comed us, but when we tried this
time, we were asked to move o11.
The road was very narrow, curvy,
and hilly, and as the sun was set-
ting, we kept going, with no place
to stop. It was a dangerous situa-
tion. All we could do was pray.

After about a mile, the horses
suddenly pulled into a small
entrance in the middle of a curve.
All T could see was a field and a
narrow road. I walked to get a
closer look, and I saw a sign:
KRISHNA BHAGAVAN.

Up the road was an elegant
house with beautiful gardens. It
reminded me of a temple. I went
to the door, and a woman named
Gita answered—and the festival
began. Gita has been familiar with
Krsna consciousness for thirty-five
years. She welcomed us according
to the high standard of Vedic
culture, sincerely appreciating our
arrival as the arrangement of the
Lord. She fed the horses, gave us
cloth and food supplies, accepted
prasadam, donated money, bought
books, invited neighbors, and
arranged an interview with a local
radio station. We felt overwhelmed
that Nitai-Gaurasundara had
allowed us to take part in giving
Their mercy to Gita by engaging
her in Their service.

Lawrencevyille, Virginia

With forty-five minutes of sun-
light left, we were near the border
of Virginia and North Carolina.
We decide to try to cross the town
and stop on the other side. But the
town was bigger than we’d expect-
ed. A police officer made us move
to a different road, and he escort-
ed us for a few blocks before stop-

ping us again. As Candrabhaga ran
to get some milk and I got water
for the horses, the police officer
came up to look at the horses and
then the deities. He cheerfully told
me that if we just went four miles
farther, we'd find a place
for the night. I laughed
to myself. He obviously
didn’t know how slowly
we move. It would take
us more than an hour to
go four miles, and by
now there were only
about fifteen minutes of
sunlight left.

Just then a gir] pulled
up. She had been seeing
us for the last three days
and invited us to stay in
her yard, one block away.

As usual, a festival
began, with many people showing
up, fascinated by the Padayatra.
Police officers came by at intervals
and let the locals know we were
good people. A reporter came, and
a nice article ran in the local paper
the next day. When we moved on,
we left behind new friends in
Lawranceville, Virginia.

Devotee at the Potomac

We were about to cross the
Potomac River in Maryland, but
we discovered that the bridge was
too small for us. A man invited us
to stay at his place and gave us
directions for another route across
the river. As we were traveling in
an isolated area, a woman shouted
to us, “Hare Krsna! My son is a
Hare Krsna!”

Her son, Jai Nitat Dasa, had just
arrived at her house an hour ear-
lier. We spent a wonderful evening
with him, relating stories of our
travels.

The next day, we discovered
another reason why the Lord had
detained us: One of the wooden
wheels of the wagon was broken,
and we needed someone with
great patience to help us get it

Jai Nitai Dasa and a friend replace the
wooden wheels with more sturdy tires.

fixed. Jai Nitai Dasa spent four
days helping us with the task,
driving here and there. We dis-
covered the truth in the saying
that with one action, Krsna fulfills
many objectives.

Walterboro, South Carolina

We were leaving Walterboro,
South Carolina, headed to Yemas-
see. The holy name resounded
from eur speakers as the traffic
moved slowly.

Suddenly Reverend Bale, a
Christian pastor with a big smile,
rushed up to us. He was fascinated
by our mission and our simple
style of glorifying God.

He looked at the deities and
said sincerely, “Thank you for
bringing this to us.”

He offered to help, and when T
said we needed hay for the horses,
he said, “Let me see what I can do.
I’ll come back later.”

At that moment a big truck full
of hay was crossing the highway.
The white-haired Reverend Bale,
dressed in a suit, ran onto the
highway and stopped the truck.
He procured a donation of hay
and was overcome with happiness.
He jumped and raised his arms
and shouted, “God is good!”

After a pleasant conversation,
he seemed very sincerely and
strongly moved. He left with a
deluxe copy of Bhagavad-gita As
It Is.



Interesting sight

—

The deities of the
Padayatra traveling
temple (left): Sri Sri
Nitai-Gaurasundara,
Lord Nrsinhadeva, and
Srila Prabhupada.
Avadhiita S.iromani
(below) has learned the
difficult art of shoeing
horses. Bottom: a sample
of the abundant news
coverage.

Tirtha Swami, the event attended by
250 devotees.

The wagon was finished, the horses
trained, the deities installed, the maps
collected, the route chosen, the infor-
mation about the permits collected, the
kitchen set up, and the books and a few
dhotis and saris packed. We were ready.
But we weren’t sure what to expect as
we pulled away from Gita Nagari and
started down Highway 75 toward
Maryland. We didn’t have money to
survive for more than a few days. How
would we be received in a country
where material pursuits predominate?
Where would we stay tonight? Bhakti
Tirtha Swami’s last words to us re-
sounded in our ears: “Depend on
Krsna. He'll take care of you.”

From the day we left Gita Nagari
until our arrival at New Ramana Reti
in Alachua, Florida, twelve hundred
miles later, Krsna did indeed take care
of everything. People of all ages and
backgrounds came like ants to sugar.
They inquired from us and heard our
message of love, in which we encour-
aged everyone to glorify God by chant-
ing His names. We told them that only
by understanding our personal re-
lationship with God, which is based
on love, can we find happiness and
satisfaction. Inspired to help, people
brought hay, water, clothing, money,
food supplies, and food for the horses.
Often, as in Vedic times, they placed
their gifts before the deities.

Thousands of people came in con-
tact with the Padayatra. Whoever came
went away with some mercy of Sii
Sri Nitai-Gaurasundara—books, pra-
sadam, the holy name, a viewing of
the deities, or the opportunity to ren-
der some devotional service. The
American people were inspired by our
simple example of glorifying God by
living a life of dependence on Him.
Many people phoned their local news-
papers, which responded with accurate
articles and often a photo of Nitai-
Gaurasundara on the front page.

OUR DEDICATED HORSES

For walking in America, horses have
some advantages over oxen. They can
tolerate the hot weather better than
American breeds of oxen, and they can
be shoed (by standing on three legs),
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The Padayatra
team pulls
onto the
highway in
Kingstree,
South Caro-
lina (above).
Atright,
Candrabhaga
explains the
Padayatra
mission to a
friendly local
who arrived
with an
offering of

food supplies.
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essential for walking all day on asphalt.

Kana and Balaji, eight and nine
years old, are our team of horses. They
are Padayatra’s ambassadors, attract-
ing people to Nitai-Gaurasundara with
their beauty and massive size—two
thousand pounds each. They’re also
worthy of praise for their dedicated
service of pulling the wagon, which car-
ries everything, day after day in tem-
peratures ranging from thirty-five to
over a hundred degrees Fahrenheit.
They press on despite the challenges
of wind, water, rain, trains, fire trucks,
police cars, ambulances, tractor trailers,
big cities, army training fields, moun-
tains, or sandy beaches. They're always
steady, patient, ready to work.

We see these strong-willed horses
as devotees who have become trusting
of us and would rather die than break
the relationship we have established on
the basis of love and respect. Balaji and
Kana have shown an incredible ability
to adapt to any circumstance. And the
more they perform service, the more
they eat prasadam, and the more they
hear the holy name, the more refined
their minds become.

LIFE ON PADAYATRA

All of our time on Padayatra is used
for presenting Krsna consciousness. We
walk, we stop, we walk, we stop—with-
out privacy. People come when we’re
cooking, worshiping the deities, or tak-
ing care of the horses, and we extend
ourselves to whoever is ready to re-
ceive the Lord’s mercy. To live on
Padayatra is to feel how sweel it is to
let Krsna take care of us. It brings us
back to the state of consciousness in
which we become satisfied with what-
ever Krsna provides, in which the taste
of glorifying Him is always increasing,
and in which the material attachments
of life seem to naturally go away.

Padayatra life is like being on a
transcendental ship that travels along
the ocean of illusion helping people
realize the importance of surrender
by learning how to love God. It is
an adventure with all kinds of situ-
ations, some dangerous. We feel like
pioneers facing challenges and diffi-
culties that provide opportunities to
reciprocate with the Lord in a very
personal way.

Avadhiita Siromani Dasa was born
in the United States and raised in Co-
lumbia, South America. A disciple of
His Grace Virabdhu Dasa, he joined
ISKCON in Los Angeles in 1995,
Candrabhdga Devi Dasi, a disciple
of His Holiness Lokanath Swami, is
originally from New York. She joined
ISKCON in Denver in 1997.

Author’s note: I would like to thank
Candrabhaga Dasi, my wife, for her
constant support during the Padayatra.
She is always enthusiastic to perform
any service—cooking, deity worship,
communication, diary editing, care of
the horses, distribution of literature. She
has shown a mature attraction for serv-
ing guru and Krsna, accepting with
pleasure a way of life that lacks ma-
terial comforts. She displays the con-
viction that our only shelter, our only
beloved, is Lord Krsna.

For information about Padayatra
America’s next trek, from Alachua,
Florida, to the Mexican border, visit
padayatraamerica.com or send an email
to padayatra@earthlink.net
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“TO KNOW GOD”

(continued from page 43)
God—he is called a brahmana. There-

fore,the culmination of education is to ‘5

understand God. That is education.
Otherwise, to get education about how
to nicely eat, how to nicely sleep, how
to nicely have sex life, and how to de-
fend—this education is there even in
the animals. The animals, also—they
know how to eat, how to sleep, how to
have sex life, and how to defend.
Mother: Yes. It seems to worry you—
this sex life.Imean . . .we don’ttake. . .
Srila Prabhupada: No, no, no. I'm not
worried.

Mother: . . . any notice if . . . It fits into
its place.

Srila Prabhupada: This is also neces-
sary. This is also necessary. But these
four types of branches of education are
not sufficient for a human being. A
human being—above all this educa-
tion, he must have the knowledge of
how to love God. And that is the per-
fection of life.

Mother: Yeah. Well, Michael was
taught that when he was very small.
The Jesuits saw to that.

Srila Prabhupada: Knowing how to
love God—that is perfection.
Mother: The Jesuits certainly did.
Srila Prabhupada: So to understand
how to love God, there must be a reli-
gious system. In every civilized human
society—it doesn’t matter whether the
system is Christianity or Hinduism or
Muhammadanism or Buddhism—the
religious system is there, along with the
education about eating, sleeping, mat-
ing, and defending. That other educa-
tion is there in the animal society. So a
human being is distinct from the ani-
mal when he has education about how
to understand God and how to love
Him. That is perfection.

So that is now wanting. Our Krsna
consciousness movement is not depriv-
ing people of their education. You get
education about how to eat, how to
sleep, and that’s all right. But side by
side, you take education about how to
know God and how to love Him. That
is our proposition.

Mother: Yes. I agree with you.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Mother: Yes, I agree with you every
time.

Srila Prabhupada: We don’t say that

you stop all this education. No.
Mother: No, I don’t agree with you
there. No, Father. No, no. No, no.

Srila Prabhupada: We don’t say.
Mother: No, I think these young men
here must. ..

Srila Prabhupada: You can go on with
your industries. You can go on with
your university. But side by side, you
become competent to know what is the
nature of God and how to love Him.
Then your life is perfect.

Mother: I could mention a lot of per-
sons that are still very close to God and
brilliant men in science. Where would
we be without our scientists, without
our doctors, medicine? They all have
to go to university and get a degree
before they. ..

Srila Prabhupada: That I say. You get a
degree.

Mother: Yes, but we need them.

Srila Prabhupada: You get.

Mother: Yes. Well, the some of your
boys could be doctors.

Srila Prabhupada: But simply becom-
ing a doctor of medical science will not
save me. Unfortunately, these men do
not believe in the next life.

Mother: Oh, yes they do. I goto...]
had a doctor who came to church—and
Michael knows him—every Sunday. A
very good man.

| Srila Prabhupada: Mostly. I have spo-

ken with many educated persons. In
Moscow I was talking with Professor
Kotofsky. He said, “Swamiji, after this

body is finished, everything is finished.”
But he’s a big professor. Generally,
even if they do believe in the next life,
they do not believe in it very seriously.
If we actually believe there is a next
life, then we must be prepared: “What
kind of next life am I going to have?”

Mother: Yes. Well, Father. . .

Srila Prabhupada: Because there are
8,400,000 forms of life. The trees are
also forms of life. The cats and dogs—
they are also forms of life. And there
are higher, more intelligent persons in
the higher planetary systems. They are
also forms of life. The worm in the
stool—that is also a form of life. So,
calculating all of them, there are
8,400,000 species of life. So I am going
to have a next life. Tatha dehantara-
praptih—we have to change out of this
body and go to another body. So our
concern should be,“What kind of body
am I going to get next?”

Mother: I agree for some people to—
you especially—to think of this, be-
cause you are a leader of your Vedic
religion. But for everybody to do that’
—where would we be? We couldn’t all
sit down and think all the time.

Srila Prabhupada: But where is that
education?

Mother: But we . . . you can also work
and think.

Srila Prabhupada: No. We work. I mean
to say, where is that education in the
university to prepare the student for
the next life?

If you’re a subscriber and your
address will be changing, please let us know
your new address as soon as
possible. Help us ensure that your issues
are delivered without interruption.
Call: 1-800-800-3284 (386-462-1241);
email: btgsubs@krishna.com; or write:
BTG Subscriber Services,

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
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KRSNA’S MESSAGE

(continued from page 9)

spoke the truth about Bhagavad-gita
to Manu.” I have already mentioned
the name of Manu. Manu means the
father of mankind. That means that
from the sun planet, the message of
Bhagavad-gita was handed down to the
chief man of this planet, the father of
mankind, Manu. And Manu handed
over this knowledge to his son named
Tksvaku.

Iksvaku is a great king. He happens
to be the original king in the family in
which Lord Ramacandra appeared. It
is called séirya-vamsa, the descendants
from the sun. There are two classes of
ksatriyas, or rulers. One is coming from
the sun planet, and the other is coming
down from the moon planet. Accord-
ing to the Mahabharata, those of Indo-
European stock also belong to the
ksatriya family.

Krsna says in the next verse, evam
parampara-praptam imam rajarsayo
viduh [Bg. 4.2]. In this way, this knowl-
edge was received by disciplic succes-
sion of rdjarsis. Rajarsi means a mon-
arch who is just like a sage. In the
history given in the Mahabharata there
were many kings who were like sages.
In name they were monarchs, but they
were always thinking of the welfare of
the citizens. Maharaja Yudhisthira is an
example.

Then Krsna says, sa kaleneha . . .
yogo nastah parantapa [Bg. 4.2]: “Now
this parampara system, or disciplic suc-
cession, has been broken by the influ-
ence of time.” Just imagine. It was com-
ing down from the sun planet, so there
is every possibility of that occurring,
Suppose I hand over some knowledge
to you and you hand over to some
other person, in succession. There is the

possibility that there may be some de- |

viation from the exact knowledge I de-
livered at the beginning. That is called
the breakage of the parampara system.
Krsna says, “That parampara system,
by the force of time, is now broken;
therefore I again begin that parampara
system with you, Arjuna.”

Therefore if we understand the
Bhagavad-gita as it was understood by
Arjuna, then we get real knowledge.
That is the way to understand param-
para. Although we are not present be-
fore Krsna, if the message of Krsna is
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received through the parampara sys- |
[ You have learned from your parents

tem as it was understood by Arjuna,
then we get the message from Krsna

directly. This is the system. But if [ in- |
terpret in my own way, then the param- |

pard system is broken.

I gave an account of our parampara
system from Lord Caitanya. We do not
manufacture any knowledge by our
fertile brain, We accept knowledge as
it is coming down from the supreme
authority. That is perfect knowledge.
For example, we receive knowledge
from our parents: “This is called a lamp,
this is called a table, this is called a
book.” If you protest, “Why shall I call
it a book? I may call it something
else”—you can do that, but that is a
deviation from the knowledge.

The parampara system is consid-
ered the perfect system of knowledge.
I may be imperfect or my disciple
may be imperfect, but if we stick to
the knowledge coming down from
the parampard system, then we are
perfect.

This is such a simple, nice thing.
The parent teaches the child, “This is
called a watch or a timepiece.” If he
accepts it, he hasn’t got to make any
research—"Why is it called a time-

piece?” It is a very easy system. “My |

father has told me this is a timepiece. I
accept it as a timepiece,” and everyone
will understand that this is a timepiece.
But if I manufacture some name out
of my fertile brain—*“This is this”—oh,
people will call me crazy. “What are
yousaying?” So the parampara system
is very nice.

Take the phrase “Man is mortal.”

or teachers that man is mortal. Now, if
you want to research whether or not
man is mortal, it will take a long, long

[ time. But if you accept it from the au-

thorities—“Man is mortal”—your
knowledge is perfect.

The parampara system of knowl-
edge is given in the Vedas. This system
of knowledge is followed by the great
acaryas, and Prahlada Maharaja is one
of the great acaryas.

PRAHLADA’S ADVICE

Try to accept what Prahlada Maha-
raja is advising to his classmates. What
is he advising? Kaumadra acaret prajrio
dharman bhagavatan iha [Srimad-
Bhagavatam 7.6.1]: “My dear friends,
Krsna consciousness should be prac-
ticed from childhood.” Why childhood?
Because if one is intelligent he can
understand, “There is no certainty
whether this is my childhood or my
old age.”

Generally we think that we die
when we are old. But who can say that
I'm not old enough to die in the next
moment? If I have to gain something
supernatural which will give me the
ultimate benefit of my life, then why
shall I wait for old age? Immediately
let me begin. If Krsna consciousness is
a very nice thing, and if it will give me
the highest benediction of life, then if I
am intelligent I must begin it immedi-
ately, without any delay. But generally
people think that childhood or youth
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should be enjoyed.

In one verse, Saﬁkarécérya laments
that boys, youths, and old man are very
happy in their materialistic way of life.
A spiritualist like Sankaracarya, or
Lord Jesus Christ, is unhappy, “Oh,
what foolish things are they doing.”
That is the thankless task of persons
who are spiritually enlightened. They
can see plainly how others are spoil-
ing their valuable life simply for sense
gratification.

Prahlada Maharaja is teaching the
same thing. He says that one should
practice dharman bhagavatan from the
beginning of life. Dharma means oc-
cupational duty. “Religion” is not a
perfect translation of the Sanskrit
word dharma. Religion is a kind of
faith. That we can change. But dharma
means your occupational duty, which
you cannot change. You have to ex-
ecute it. What is our dharma? What is

our compulsory duty? I have several
times analyzed this fact. Our compul-
sory duty is to serve. Every one of usis
serving, and all the boys and girls
present here can know it. Nobody can
deny that he or she is serving. Every-
one is serving. That is our compulsory
duty. I may change myself to become a
Mohammedan or a Christian or a
Hindu, but my real occupational duty
is to render service to others. That can-
not be changed. That is the real enun-
ciation of “religion.”

Therefore in the Vedic system it is
called sanatana-dharma, the eternal
occupational duty you cannot cease.
Prahlada Maharaja is advising, dhar-
man bhagavatan. Bhagavata means
“pertaining to Bhagavan.” And Bhaga-
van means the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Bhagavata is the adjective
form of the noun Bhagavan. The real
form of the word is bhagavat. Vat means

possessing, and bhaga means opu-
lences. One who possess all the opulen-
ces is called bhagavat. And from bhaga-
vat this word has come: bhagavata.

So bhagavata means pertaining to
God and His devotees. This book is
called Bhdgavata because it deals only
with the subject of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, nothing more.
And you’ll find described in this book
the dealings between Bhagavan, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
His devotees. There are two kinds of
bhagavatam: the devotee bhagavatam
and the book Bhagavatam. Prahlada
Maharaja advises that from childhood,
if one is very intelligent, then his duty
is dharman bhdagavatan—he should
engage himself in the execution of the
occupational duties in relationship with
devotees and the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead.

Thank you very much. @

THE SILVER LINING
(continued from page 30)

devotees. So simple, so pure, so hon-
est, so real—unlike anything we can
find among ourselves in the material
world.

Another example of unfaltering
faith is Kunti, who after the death of
her grandsons approached Lord Krsna
and asked Him to please continue to
put her through distress and hardship,
because it was in those times that she
thought of Him the most. That is the
sign of a pure devotee.

A pure devotee looks at misfortune
as bad karma being exhausted. A devo-
tee thinks that Krsna is lessening his
sinful reactions. A devotee realizes that
during the most difficult times, Krsna
within is guiding and protecting him.
He realizes that his hardships are sim-

ply the Lord trying to keep His child |

close to Him, trying to encourage him
to remember Him.

I understand that suffering comes
because of karma, or things we've done
in the past. And I understand that
karma exists because we have free will,
which Krsna has given us so we can
freely choose to love Him. Still, I can’t
explain exactly why a particular thing
happens. I don’t know why that man
killed his children. I don’t know why
that driver fled the scene after striking

that couple. I don’t know why that poor
baby’s mother left him to die.

But I do know that Krsna has a plan
for all of us. I do know that He loves
all of us equally; He is impartial, like a
father who doesn’t favor any one child.
Still, Krsna reciprocates loving trans-
actions with us proportionately to what
we offer. Chanting Hare Krsna will
burn all of our good and bad karma,
the causes of bondage to the material
world.

MAXIMUM PROTECTION

A devotee once suggested to me
that because the world is filled with
exploitation and deceit, for maximum
protection one should try to chant six-
teen rounds every morning before
leaving home. He said that if I did that,
I'd develop an aura, almost a shield,
that would bar people from hurting me.
Minimum sixteen rounds each day for
maximum protection.

The maha-mantra is so powerful. It
is Krsna Himself incarnating as His
name, and we directly associate with
the Lord while chanting. We are awak-
ening our dormant love for Him be-
neath the dust of the mirror of our
hearts.It’s simple: Unfortunate circum-
stances will ensue, we won’t always
understand what Krsna’s plan is, but
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chanting, reading, and associating with
devotees will virtually, if not complete-
ly, remove our pain.These practices will
cause us to view our suffering in a dif-
ferent light, just as the gopis did, just
as Kuntidid, as Prahlada Maharéja did,
and as Srimati Subhadra did.

Raise your hands and rejoice in the
power and beauty of the Lord’s sweet
names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare!

And that’s what I do as I look at the
photo Radha-Krsna this morning.

“Ahem!”

That’s my mum. She has just
rounded the corner and is peering at
me,clearly wondering what exactly I'm
doing, and if I’ll be in need of medica-
tion.

“Were you just talking to yourself?”

“Oh. Hi mum. I...uh...well,
emmm . . . Stop talking to me—I'm
late! Bye!”

And with that, I once again venture
into the cut-throat corporate world.
But I feel safer. I feel protected. I feel
the warmth of Krsna in my heart. I can
deal with anything today.

Rashi Singh graduated with an honors
degree in marketing from the Schulich
School of Business at York University.
She lives in Toronto, Canada.
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Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 272665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON, Krishna Balaram Mandir, Dholai, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar,

Jaipur 302 020/ Tel. {0141) 394766/ Fax: (0141) 222273/ E-mail: iskcon@datainfosys.net
Jammu, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, c/o Shankar Charitable Trust, Shakti Nagar, Near AG

Office Tel. (01991} 233047
Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Sri Kalika Mata Mandir, Katra Vaishnodevi/

Tel. (01991) 233047
Kolkata — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax; (033) 247-8515
¢ Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 234806

Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/
Tel. (0522) 223556 or 271551
Madras — (see Chennai)
Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
¢ Mayapur, WB — ISKCON, Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia, 741 313/ Tel. (03472) 245239, 245240, or 245233/ Fax: (03472} 245238/
E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
Mairang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhan, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
4 Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 2620-6860/
Fax: (022) 2620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guest.house.bombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Near Babulnath Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 2369-7228/ Fax: (022) 2367-7941/
E-mail: radha-krishna.rs@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 2811-7795 or -7796/ Fax; (022) 2811-8875/
E-mail: jagjivan.gkd@pamho.net
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, 8 Shastri Layout, Ring Road, Khamia,
400 015/ Tel. (0712) 2273987 or 2273988/ E-mail: bhaktagaurav@hotmail.com
& New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill, Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 085/
Tel. (011) 2623-6133, 4, 5, 6, 7/ Fax: (011) 2621-5421 or 2628-0067/ E-mail:
mahamantra.gkg@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonling.com

*

*

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh (West), 110 026/ Tel. (011) 25109851 or 25167478/
Fax: (011) 25167448/ E-mail: samba@pamho.net

Noida, UP — B-4, Sector 31, 201 301/ Tel. (095120) 245-4912 or 245-5015/
E-mail: vraja.bhakti.vilas.lok@pamho.net

Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River),
Dist. Sholapur, 413 304/ Tel. (02186) 267241 or 267242/ Email: iskconpdpr@rediff. com

Palna, Bihar — Arya Kumar Rd., Rajendra Nagar, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 687637 or 685081/ Fax: (0612)
687635/ E-mail: krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (020) 633-2328 or 636-1855/
E-mail; iyfpune@vsnl.com

Puri, Drissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 231440

Ralpur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh, Raipur
492 001/ Tel. (0771) 5037555/ E-mail: iskconraipur@yahoo.com

Ranaghat, West Bengal — Gourdham, Habiapur, Ranaghat, Dist. Nadia 741 403/ Tel. (03473) 281150
or 281226/ E-mail: shyamrup@pamho.net

Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (03842) 34615

Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Road, Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619 or 539046 or 539082/
Fax; (0353) 526130

Solapur, Maharashira — C-29/49 Naganaath Laghudyog Society, Near Karnik Nagar, Behind
Yalialinga Math, Solapur 413 006/ Tel. (098) 9012 8619/ E-mail: ekalavyadas@yahoo.com

8ri Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945

Sural, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891, 765516, or 773386/
E-mail: surat@pamho.net

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/
Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net

Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (0877) 2230114 or 2230009/
E-mail: revati.raman.jps@pamho.net

Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar/
Tel. (01992) 270298, 276146

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 230796 or 233012

Varanasi, UP — ISKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Statian, Varanasi 221 010/
Tel. (0542) 246422 or 222617

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh — Venkatapalem Karakatta Rd., Undavalli Village, Tadepalli Mandaal,
Vijayawada, Guntur Dist. 522 501/ Tel. (08645) 272513

Vishakapatnam, AP — |SKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/ Tel. (0891) 2528376/
E-mail: sambajps@hotmail.com

Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist.,
281 124/ Tel. (0565) 264-0021/ Fa: (0565) 2540-053/ E-mail: vrindavan@pamhao.nat;
(Guesthouse:) Tel. (0565) 254-0022; ramamani@sancharnet.in

Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506 007/ Tel. (08712) 426182

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/
Tel. (040) 4742018

Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794

Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)

Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Puri, Orissa — [SKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 230494

Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546

Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: vamanstones@shaw.ca

Edmanton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TBE SRS/ Tel. (403) 439-9999

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: temple@iskconmantreal.com

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St, E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: iskconottawa@sympatico.ca

Regina, Saskafchewan — 1279 Retallack St., 54T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shawn in parentheses). Exceptions: For Russia, the number to drop is the initial

*8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
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Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Maring Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel, (604) 433-9728/ Fax; (604) 648-
8715; Govinda's Bookstore and Cafe: (604) 433-7100 or (888) 433-8722/
E-mall: jaygo@telus.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Asheroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 93, YOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/ Tel. (250)
453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/ E-mail: uttamadd@yahoo.com

U.S.A.

Alachua, Florida — 17306 N.W. 112th Blvd., 32615 (mail: P.0. Box 819, 32616)/
Tel. (306} 462-2017/ Fax; (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachua@pamho.net
Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax; (404} 377-8680/
E-mail: bala108@earthlink.net
Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/ Fax: (512) 835-8479/
E-mail: harekrishna@swhell.net
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624/
E-mail: sporecki@earthlink.net
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 649-8619/ Fax: (510) 841-7619/
E-mail; rasaraja@bvinst.edu
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave,, 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
E-mail: radhagopi@juno.com
Chicago, lllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0000/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: information@iskconchicago.com
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.achsp@pamho.net
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-8330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant: vegetariantaste@aol.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-0052/
E-mail: naikatma.acbsp@pamho.net
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th 5t., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ Fax: (352) 379-2923/
E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Hartford, Gonneclicut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: pyari@shcglobal net
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ E-mail: vrnda@aol.com
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 956-9968/
E-mail: mbalar@ev1.net
Kansas Cily, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary}, 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (B00) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rve.edu
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel, (949) 494-7029/
E-mail: tuka108@hotmail.com
Las Vegas, Nevada — 5226 Sandstone Dr., 89142/ Tel. (702) 440-4998/ E-mail: surapala@pamho.net
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: garuda@aptanline.net
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail: nirantara@juno.com
Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel, (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com
New Yark, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aal.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/
E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax; (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: iskconphilly@aol.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South 5t., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizana— 100 S, Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (480) 705-4901/
E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com
Portland, Oregon — 3766 SE Division, 97202/ Tel. (503) 236-6734; E-mail: iskconoregon@hotmail.com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085 or 535-0441/ Fax: (314) 535-
0672/ E-mail: iskcon.sti@pamho.net
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2600/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net
San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ Fax: (408) 369-8073/
E-mail: bhvatsala@hotmail.com
Seatlle, Washinglon — 1420 228th Ave. 5.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: iskconseattle@yahoo.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@hotmail.com
Tampa, Florida — 14610 North 17th St., Lutz 33549/ Tel. (813) 971-6474/
E-mail: krishnaram108@hotmail.com
Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail; P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: newjersey@iskcon.net

+ Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/

E-mail: tucphx@cs.com

Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna.mg@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-3460
or 799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@mypicayune.com

Gurabo, Puerto Rico {New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo
{mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Guraho, PR 00778)/ (Office) Tel. & fax: (787) 737-4265/ (Temple)
Tel. (787)712-0358/ E-mail; iskconpr@hotmail.com

Hillsboraugh, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304} 845-5905/ Fax: (304} 854-0023/
E-mail: newvrindaban@yahoo.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (931) 759-4884/
E-mail: visnujana@hotmall.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: vrajalila@acsworld.net

Sandy Ridge, Morth Carolina — 1264 Prabhupada Rd., 27046/ Tel, (336) 593-9888

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Gainesville, Florida — Radha's Vegetarian Cafe, 125 NW 23rd Ave., Ste. 17, 32509/ Tel, (352) 378-2955

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

Seattle, Washington — My Sweet Lord, 5521 University Way, 98105/ Tel. (425) 643-4664

Tallahassee, Florida — Higher Taste, 411 St. Francis St., 32301/ Tel, (850) 894-4296

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfas1, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (028) 9062 0530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail; 19 Gloucester St., Goventry GV1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (024) 7655 2822 or 5420/ E-mail: haridas kds@pamho.nat

Glasgow, Scolland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: karuna.bhavan@virgin.net

Lelcester, England — 21 Thoreshy St., North Evington, LES 4GU/ Tel. +44 (0116} 276 2587 or
(07887) 560 260/ E-mail: gauranga@gauranga.org

Liverpool, England — 114 Bold St., L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (01555) 834-790

London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 7437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda’s Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020} 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net

London, England (couniry) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD25 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for accommodations:) accommadations.requests@pamho.net

London, England {south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25 SNG/ Tel. +44 (020) 8656 4296

Londan, England (north) — 176 Royal College St., Camden, NW10SP/ Tel. +44 (0207) 485 4188 or (0790)
642 0827/ E-mail: foodfaralluk@aol.com

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272 1911/
E-mail: bhakti.rasa@pamho.net

Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Grescent, Derriford, PL6 SHX/ Tel +44 (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@acl.com

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchruch, RM11 2JA/S tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Lisnaskea, Morthern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath lsland, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/
Tel. +44 (028) 6772 1512/ E-mail: govindadwipa@pamho.net

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than forty other cities in the UK. For information,

contact ISKCON Reader Services, P.0. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK; www.iskcon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0308/ Fax: (01) 478-6204
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
Swansea — Govinda's, 8 Craddock St., SAT 3EN/ Tel. +44 (01792) 468469/
E-mail: govin_das@hotmail.com

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8359-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149
Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880
Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601)/
Tel. & fax; +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net
Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail. P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9689-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au
Newcastle — 28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000/
E-mail: iskcon_newcastle@yahoo.com.au
Perth — 144 Railway Parade {corner of The Strand) [mail: P.O. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 {mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. 461 (02) 9359-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.0z.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Mandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd., Bambra YIC

% MNew listing # Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing  *The full list appears in the Jan/ Feb and Jul / Aug issues.
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3241/ Tel. +61 (03) 5288-7383/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnack
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02)4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple}

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258

Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, GLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255

Brisbane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (D3) 9850-2939

Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300
Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/
E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs,112 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst NSW 2010/
Tel. +61 (02) 9380-5155

Sydney — Hare Krishina Food for Life, 5298 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. +61 (02} 9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FlJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03} 366-5174/
Fax;: +64 (03} 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz

Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912

Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039

Port Mareshy, Papua New Guniga — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213

Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki {mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243

Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7' miles (mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs.)/
Tel. +679 393 599/ Fax: +679 314 583/ E-mall. vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414

RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ {New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax; +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 268 Karangahape Rd./ Tel. +64 (09) 300-7585
Lahasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel, +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Oppaosite University of the South Pacific,
Laucala Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fi
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. 4679 314154
Suva, Fljl — Hare Krishna Yegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./ Tel. +679 312295

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020} 675-1404 or -1694/
Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel, +34 93 302-5184/ E-mail: temploben@haotmail.com

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola), 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 11/ Tel. +36 (01) 387-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail: budapest@pamho.net

Copenhagen, Denmark — Skjulhoj Alle 44, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 {04) 828-6446/
Fax; +45 (04) 828-7331/ E-mail: tempel@krishna.dk

Griidinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnds Gard, 14792 Gradinge, Tel.+46 (08) 53029600/
Fax: +46 (08) 53025062 / E-mail: reception@pamho.net

Helsinki — Rucholahdenkatu 24 D (IIl krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (9) 694-9837/
E-mail: krishna@saunalahti fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefania, 31 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314 or 352-0038/
E-mail: iskcon.lisbon@pamho.net

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 81 521-3096

Oslo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax; +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 Rue Docteur Jean Yaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grandy Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-0951/
E-mail: nital.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 or -D401/
Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: narakriti@usa.net

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926
(restaurant: 321421)/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15-17, 00186/ Tel. +36 {06) 68891540/ E-mail: lilasukha@libero.it

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881

Trier, Germany — Hujetsmuhle, Boeckingstrasse 4a, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel. +49 (06782) 980436

Vienna — Reinprechtsdorferstr, 43/5, A-1050/ Tel. +43 (01) 547-1004/ E-mail:
iskconwien@hotmail.com

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawa, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 (mail: P.0. Box 116)/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-
3114/ E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Mals/

Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany {Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel, +49 (08583) 316/
Fax; +49 (08583) 1671

Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-vdlgy, 8699 Somogyvamos, FG u, 38/ Tel. & fax: +36 (085)
540-002 or 340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net

Italy {Villa Vrindavan} — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470/ E-mail; isvaripriya@|ibero.it

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Glara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de |a Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/ Tel, +34 (93) 318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Norre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel, +45 3333 7444

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vlienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Govinda Veda-Kultur, Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. & fax: +41 (01) 251-8859/ E-mail:
info@govindakultur.ch

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)*

Kiev — ul. Menjinskoga, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.0. Box 83), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fax; +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)*
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram,1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249/
Fax: (02) 837287/ E-mail: iskcon@citechco.net
Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.0. Box 98918)/
Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net
Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/
Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646/ E-mail: matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.i
Katmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPQ Box 3520}/ Tel. +877 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax: +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/
Tel. +60 (3) 7980-7355/ Fax: +60 (3) 7981-1644/ E-mail uttama@tm.net.my
Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranaque, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ Fax: (02) 823-8689/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net
Myilkyina, Myanmar — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Strest, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail; mahanadi@mptmail.netmm
Tokyo, Japan — Subaru 1F, 4-19-6 Kamitakada, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. +81 (03) 5343-
9147 or (090) 6544-9284 Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812/ E-mail: damodara@krishna.jp

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)*

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, Villa Urquiza, CP 1431/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
Fax: +564 302108/ E-mail: gurumanl@scua.net e
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871
Mexico Gity, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, GChapultepec D.F., 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (05) 271-1953
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Vilhena de Morags, 308, Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, RJ,
22793-140/ Tel. +55 (031) 2431-1887/ E-mail. iskconrio@yahoo.com
San Salvador, E| Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799
Sdo Paulo, Brazil — Av, Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352
West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nital Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B,” Nauville Flanders (Crane
Old Road), West Goast Demerara/ Tel. +582 254 0494/ E-mail: prabhupadadeva@yahoo.com

AFRICA (partial list)*

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box 11686)/
Tel. & fax +233 (021) 229988
Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1528/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape. town@pamho.net
Durhan, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Gircle, Unit § (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net
Johannesburg, South Africa — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park (mail: P.0. Box 649)/
Tel. +27 (011)726-1168 or (083) 231-0878
Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajao Estate, International Airport Rd.
{mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 875169
Lenasia, Soulh Alrica — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia {mail:
P. 0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/ Fax: +27 (011) 852-3178/
E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +264 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28948)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957
Phognix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tal. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 696-8576/ E-mail; iskcon.hki@intnet. mu
Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za
RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or
418-3955/ Fax: +230 418-6470



Seven Benefits of Chanting

ON ENCOUNTERING Hare Krsna devotees chant-
ing on the street, people respond with every reac-
tion from amusement to anger. Few understand
what the chanting is all about. To many, it seems a
frivolity, often inspiring the remark “Get a job!”

But there’s nothing frivolous about chanting
the names of God. Srila Prabhupada had great faith
in the transformative power of chanting. He told
us that simply by chanting Hare Krsna we would
become self-realized. He spoke from experience
and on the basis of the teachings of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who emphasized chanting as the most
effective means of God-realization in the present
age.

Prabhupada saw his disciples mature spiritu-
ally by chanting. And he stressed that if we contin-
ued to chant sincerely, we would attain spiritual
perfection.

In the Siksastaka, or “Eight Teachings,” Lord

Caitanya Himself listed seven spiritual benefits of
chanting:
¢ Chanting cleans the mirror of the heart. Lord
Caitanya compares the heart, or the consciousness,
to a mirror in which one sees oneself. The dust of
lifetimes of material pursuits sullies our conscious-
ness, blocking a clear vision of our true identity as
spiritual beings. Chanting the holy names washes
away that dust, allowing us to finally see who we
really are.
* Chanting puts out the fire of material existence.
We think we’re the body, and that brings on limit-
less sufferings, chief of which are disease, old age,
death, and rebirth. Because chanting awakens our
true identity, it delivers us from repeated lifetimes
of misery at the hands of nature.
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¢ Chanting is like a moon, spreading good fortune.
Even in the early stages of practice, a chanter feels
the lightening of a great burden. Because God and
His names are identical, the blessings invoked by
chanting are incalculable.

¢ Chanting is the life of all knowledge. Without
spiritual knowledge, we eternal beings are doomed
to stay in this temporary place where we can never
be fully satisfied. The essence of spiritual knowl-
edge is to know our eternal relationship with Krsna,
By removing the material covering, chanting awak-
ens that knowledge, which lies dormant within us.
¢ Chanting expands the ocean of transcendental
happiness. Any spiritual happiness is far beyond
anything attainable through material endeavors, but
the highest spiritual pleasure comes from our rela-
tionship with Krsna. As the purity of our chanting
increases, so does our love for Krsna, the key to an
ever-deepening relationship with Him. Lord Cai-
tanya gives the example of an ocean to show the
amount of happiness that awaits us—even an or-
dinary ocean isn’t big enough to hold it; an ever-
expanding ocean is needed.

¢ Chanting lets us taste the nectar of happiness
at every step. We eventually become satiated by any
kind of material pleasure, but the spiritual happi-
ness unlocked by chanting Hare Krsna is always
new and fresh.

e Chanting bathes us in full satisfaction. Re-
storing our long-lost relationship with Krsna fully
soothes the soul.

Lord Krsna longs for us to return to Him, and
our heartfelt plea spoken in the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra is just what He wants to hear.

—Nagaraja Dasa



OVER 2,700 ITEMS

AT KRISHNA.COM /STORE!
Visit us or call 1-800-800-3284.

Books

Lectures from a Disciple
—By Nirafijana Swami. A
collection of lectures by one
of ISKCON's leaders in

Russia. Organized by subject.

Harbound, 473 pages.
$14.95 OLFD

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata of Sri Vrndavana Dasa Thakura (Adi-khanda Vedic Ecology: Practi-

and Madhya-khanda)—With Commentary by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta cal Wisdom for Surviving
Sarasvati Thakura. This is the main biography of the early pastimes of Sri the Z1st Century—By
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. This edition includes verse transliterations and the Ranchor Prime. Discover how
translated (from Bengali) purports of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvari the environmental perspective
Thakura. Five hardbound volumes. Adi-khanda and Madhya-khanda (Antya- outlined in the Vedas can be
khanda should be out this year.) Translated by Bhamipati Dasa. Edited and applied today. Hardbound,
published by Pundarika Vidyanidhi Dasa. Vrajraj Press. $89.95 OSCBS 160 pages. $17.95 OVEI

DVDs and Music CDs

Srila Prabhupada Video DVD Set—All the film and video footage of Srila
Prabhupada ever taken is now available on a set of 23 DVDs! Includes nearly five
hours of new material plus bonus programs not included in the VHS or VCD sets.
The new footage includes shows from the early days, such as “Hare Krishna—A
Georgio Film,” which shows Srila Prabhupada on “hippie hill” in San Francisco
in 1967. “Vaisnavas" shows Prabhupada and his followers in New York in 1966,
including Tompkins Square Park. An amazing play features Srila Prabhupada and
his disciples, with Lord Caitanya's pastimes as its subject, and was shot in the
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens in 1966. All the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam videotaped classes are also included. (100% compatible with NTSC,
PAL, computers, and set-top). More than 40 hours of video! These are real DVDs
{not DVD-Rs), produced by ITV and one of the largest DVD manufacturing
companies in Hollywood. $99.95 VDVD-SP

Hear before you buy at Krishna.com!

Mantra Yoga—DBy The Temple
Bhajan Band (Los Angeles). Soulful,
mellow, timeless chants from spiritual

India. CD $14:95 $9.95 DMY

To Love Krishna—By Varuni and Nirantara.

19 songs, including Special Boy, Krishna & His
Friends, Bakasura, Brahma Steals the Boys & Calves.
60 minutes, CD §14:95 $9.95 DTLK




NEWLY ARRIVE

Bags of All Kinds

Quilted Carry Bags

Great for carrying larger books. The
bag has a top flap that closes with
Velcro, an extra zippered pouch, and a
carrying strap. The durable, washable
cotton fabric has been quilted in an
attractive subtle star pattern. Choose
from Blue, Dark Blue, or Cranberry.
914" wide x 11" tall. $6.95 SQCBO

Bead Bags—Men's soft-cotton bead bags with a pocket. Choose from 8 colors and patterns. $5.95 JMKBO.
Women's soft-cotton bead bags with a pocket. Slightly smaller than the men's size. Made of machine-
embroidered fabric. Choose from 8 colors. $5.95 JWBPO. (Order by letter.)

Book Covers—Book-cover case with bi-directional
zipper. Dark-blue quilted cotton. Two inner flaps to tuck
in the covers of the book. Durable, washable fabric has
been quilted in an attractive pattern. SMALL—Made
especially for the small vinyl edition of Bhagavad-gita As [t
Is, but will it most books measuring 4" x 642" x 1". $5.95 -
SBCO1. LARGE—Made especially for the regular hard-
bound edition of the Bhagavad-giza As It Is, but will fit
most books measuring 844" x 514" x 114", $7.95 SBCOZ

Embroidered Cloth Bags—Padded, with
beautiful embroidery designs. Choose from
several designs according to size. Designs for
small bags: Lord Nrsimha, Lord Jaganndtha, Sri
Radha. Designs for large bags: Lord Nysimha, Om,
Sri Radha. Small $7.95, Large $11.95 SFCBO

Jewelry

Silver Nrsimhadeva Pendant
Deetailed design, with fangs and synthetic
ruby eyes. 1" wide. Comes with 20" silver

chain. $9.95 JSNPO1

Silver Kavaca

May be artached to neck beads or necklace.
Hollow, opens from the side. Large (1'4").
Embossed with the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.
$4.95 JSKVOI

Premium Copper Bracelets

Adjust to any size wrist. Crafted from copper,

brass, and steel.

® Embossed with the words “Hare Krishna:
$9.95 JCBROL

® Embossed with Krsna's name in
Devanagari script: $9.95 JCBRO2

* Embossed with Radha's name in

Devanagari script: $9.95 JCBR03




D FROM INDIA

Books

i

Ananda Vrndavana
Campu—DBy Srila Kavi-
karnapura. A ffteenth-century
masterpiece describing the
blissful pastimes of Krsna in
Vrndavana. Hardbound, 364
pages. $11.95 OAVCI

Sri Harinama Cintamani:
The Beautiful Wish-fulfilling
Gem of the Holy Name—By
Stila Bhaktivinoda Thakura.
Translated from the original
Bengali. Softbound, 143 pages.
$6.95 OSHC

Sri Caitanya Mangala—
By Locana Dasa Thakura.
English translation of Locana
Dasa Thakura's sixteenth-
century biography on Lord
Caitanya. Hardbound, 289
pages. $12.95 OSCM

Gayatri Mahima Madhuri

—DBy Mahanidhi Swami. “The
Sweet Glories of Gayatri.” Based

on the Hari-bhalkti-vilasa, the

hooks of Srila Prabhupada, and

interviews with senior Vais-
navas. Hardbound, 172 pages.
$8.95 OGMM

Seeing Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu in Jagannath

Puri—By Mahanidhi Swami.

How to better appreciate
Jagannath Puri. Softbound,
36 pages, pilgrimage map.
$1.95 OSSCM

Sri Bhaktyaloka: Illumina-
tions on Bhakti—By Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura.
Essays on the six favorable
and six unfavorable items for
devotional service listed in
Upadesamyta. Softbound, 172
pages. $5.95 OSBT1

The Great Transcenden-
tal Adventure—DBy Kiirma
Dasa. A recounting of Srila
Prabhupada's visits to
Australia and New Zealand.
Hardbound, 758 pages, 84
color photos, 32 bfw photaos.
$17.95 OGTAL

Radha Kunda Mahima
Madhuri—By Mahanidhi
Swami. Practical guidebook
describing all of Radha
Kunda's holy places. Hard-
bound, 164 pages. $8.95
ORKM

SR 3 ]

The Bhakti Trilogy: Delinea-
tions on the Esoterics of Pure
Devotion—By Srila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura. Translated
by Sarvabhavana Dasa. Includes
Bhagavatamrta-kana, Madhwrya-
kadambini, and Ragavartma-
candrika. $5.95 OTBT

Sri Namamrta: The Nectar
of the Holy Name—Compiled
from Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Hundred of excerpts reveal the
theology of the holy name, the
practice of chanting, and the
benefits of chanting. Softbound,
710 pages. $8.95 OSNM2

BHAKTIVINODA

Vam Vaibhava

Sri Bhaktivinoda Vani
Vaibhava, Vol. 2-3

—A collection of wonderful
jewels from the literary ocean
of Srila Bhakrtivinoda Thakura.

Two volumes in one book.
$17.95 OSBVV2

TR

Tara and the Timeless
Message—By Syama Priya
Dasi. This picture story book
tells how eight-year-old Tara
experiences an amazing
journey into a wonderful
mystical realm. Softbound,
48 pages. $3.95 KTARA




Devotional Figurines

Beautifully designed and hand-painted poly-resin
figurines. In order from left to right:

Krishna, Balaram, & Yashoda (9" tall} $49.95 EKBY1
Krishna and Balarama (10" tall) $49.95 EKBI
Yashoda & Baby Krishna (8%4" tall) $39.95 EYBKI
Damodara Leela (9" tall) $39.95 EDLI1

Jhulan Yatra (wall plaque, comes with separate

stand, 7%4" tall) $13.95 EJY1
For a complete list of devotional
figurines, type devfig in “Search”
at Krishna.com/store.

KRISHNA.COM STORE

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA e (800) 800-3284
Qutside USA & Canada: +1 (386) 462-1241 or fax (386) 462-1761

E-mail: store@krishna.com ® Web: www.krishna.com/store

Get a FREE gift with a purchase of $35 or more!

Please send me:
(Include item cades when ordering, Please prine clearly.) Qty. Amount

(To order additional items, use a separate sheet.) 3
Subtotal

S/H (min. $6.80; orders over $60, add 10%)*

Amt. enclosed

Payment method:
[] Credit card

[ ] Check / money order

Make checks payable to Krishna.com. (US funds only.) For subscriptions, make

checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit cards: VISA,
MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name
Address, Apt. -
City State Zip e : i

Three-color printing, comfortable 100% cotton, pre-
Tel. E-mail shrunk, silk-screened with the highest quality inks.
Card no. Exp. SiEkE Available in S, M, L, and XL. Jagannatha: Black only
St (LIST); Prabhupada: Stone [shown] (LPTS), Natural

(LPTN); Karma: Natural only (LKTS) $9.00 each.
For a complete list of devotional T-shirts, type devt in
_____________________ =1 “Search” at Krishna.com/store.

*0rcders outside LS, add 30% of order value, **Security code. Orders cannos be processed without 3-digit code on back of cand.



Vedic Thoughts

It you have this faith—that the soul
1s the eternal servant of Krsna—then you
will have no more misery and when
you chant the holy name of Krsna,
your body will shiver in ecstasy and your
eyes will shed tears in love of God.
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
Gitavali

L J

It somehow or other by good fortune
one develops faith in hearing and
chanting My glories, such a person,
being neither very disgusted with
nor attached to material life,
should achieve perfection through
the path of loving devotion to Me.

i Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.20.8

4

Even a liberated soul merged in
the impersonal Brahman effulgence
is attracted to the pastimes of Krsna.

He thus installs a deity and
renders the Lord service.
Sri San karacdrya
COlllIIleIltilI'y on
Nrsirmha-tapani Upanisad

4

The Vedic literatures composed
by the omniscient Mahamuni Vyasadeva
are evidence of all spiritual existence.
Only through these revealed scriptures can
all conditioned souls attain knowledge.
S'r'I Caitanya Mahiprabhu

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,

Madhya 20.353

Because of His great handsomeness,
sweetness, charm, and opulence, because
of the musical sound of His flute, because
He is filled with love, and because of His
host of friends and relatives, great poets

and philosophers say that Lord Krsna,

the son of Maharaja Nanda, is the original
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhisana
Sri Aisvarya-kadambini 1.10

*

To the extent the heart is polluted
with sins, it cannot place its faith in the
Vedic scriptures or the bona fide spiritual
master. By hearing the Vedic scriptures in
the association of saintly devotees, love for
the Lord is manifest. That is the great
result of having performed many pious
deeds in many previous births.

Brahma-vaivarta Purana
Quoted in Bhakti-sandarbha (1.5-6)

*

Not knowing the real value of life,
people think that the material body
and the land where it is produced are
all in all. This is the basic principle
behind nationalism, socialism, and
communism. Such thinking, which simply
bewilders the living entity, is nothing
but rascalism. It is due to the darkness
of maya, but as soon as one becomes
Krsna conscious, he is immediately
relieved from such misconceptions.
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 22.32, Purport
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