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“However very nicely made
the machine, without a
living being's touch, it is
useless. So this whole big
machine, the material
body, is wonderful so long
as the soul is there. And
as soon as the soul is
out, the body is a lump
of matter. Useless. Not
worth a penny. Throw
it away."—p. 17

WELCOME

IN THIS ISSUE we present
photo features on two pil-
grimages, one in India and
the other in Slovenia.
ISKCON’s Vraja Mandala

- Parikrama is an annual trek
to sacred sites of Lord
Krsna’s pastimes in Vrndavana, India. It has

been taking place for the last sixteen years,
drawing Krsna’s devotees from all over the
world. Four thousand miles away from Krsna’s
holy land, in Slovenia, ISKCON members
launched their first Padayatra, or “walking pil-
grimage,” delivering Krsna consciousness to
resort areas on the coast and in the mountains.
Whether in India or elsewhere, pilgrim-
ages are meant to increase our faith and devo-
tion. In “Redirected Love,” Srila Prabhupada
explains why our devotion to things of this
world will never fully satisfy us. Our mission
in life should be to reawaken our love for
Krsna, which begins by understanding that
He—the eternal person Krsna—is the highest
aspect of the Absolute Truth. In “A Personal
Look at the Nature of God,” Satyaraja Dasa
discusses how most commentaries on the
Bhagavad-gita miss this essential point.
Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi writes about
properly understanding our subordination to
Krsna in “Becoming the Lord’s Servant.”
And Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi. in “Why Do
We Criticize Others?” provides insight into a
powertul hindrance to our spiritual progress.
Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa
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Letters

Public Chanting
For Spiritual Growth

I liked the From the Editor article
“Beyond Religion” in the January/
February issue. In answering Mr.
Gupta's question “Why are you ask-
ing me to do more?” you explained
that Krsna consciousness goes be-
yond performing daily rituals and
endeavoring for salvation. The goal of
life is not salvation but pure love of
Krsna, which He gives to those who
satisfy His servants.

That made me think about how
Lord Caitanya became dissatisfied
with chanting solely among His asso-
ciates for their benefit and routinely
took His followers out of homes and
temples and into the streets to spread
the maha-mantra through public
chanting. And Srila Prabhupada com-
missioned his students to perform
harinama-sankirtana (congregational
chanting) regularly. The desire to
spread the benefits of chanting is a
distinguishing feature of Gaudiya
Vaisnavas, followers of Lord
Caitanya. |

Congregational chanting easily
and quickly puts the performer on the
high platform of preacher. If Mr.
Gupta is not performing this sacrifice,
may | suggest he begin? Surely Krsna
will see that His servant is pleased
and will bestow the true goal of Krsna
consciousness: love of St Krsna.

Rupacandra Devi Dasi
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Carefree Chanting

I just read your article about the Lon-
don harinama chanting party [March/
April]. Urmila Devi Dasi wrote, “Per-
haps some of us chanters consider
what people will think of our acting
like madmen, but most of us are so
absorbed in the chanting that public
opinion seems like a far-away dream
of no value.” This reminded me of
when I first went on harinama in
London in 1999. I would notice peo-

ple looking at me and would won-

der what they thought of me chanting.
But nowadays this self-consciousness is
not an issue. Imperceptibly my attitude
changed. Over the years my interest in
chanting grew to the point that I feel
part of the group and look forward to
moving from spot to spot (Leicester
Square, Picadilly Circus, and so on) to
chant and dance.

John Sheridan

London

Vedic Evidence
Against Meat-Eating

One simple reason that meat-eating
incurs bad karma is that there is no
need for it, as God has provided
humanity a bounty of natural foods
without having to resort to slaughtering
animals. I have been told that there are
specific references in the Vedas and
other scriptures to that effect, but I
have not come across any such refer-
ence in the Vedas, not even in the Gita.
Another matter that has bothered
me is the cruel practice of animal sacri-
fices, like the asvamedha-yajia, found
in the Vedas. This seems contrary to the
otherwise lofty thinking of the Vedas.
Yadatore Chandrashekhar
Via the Internet

REPLY BY KRSNA-KRPA DASA: Lord
Krsna denounces meat-eating indirect-
ly in the Gita. In verse 9.26, He says
that He will accept a leaf, a flower, fruit,
or water if it is offered with devotion.
He does not mention that meat is
acceptable, and because it cannot be
offered there is karma incurred in
eating it.

Bhagavad-gita 17.10 describes that
untouchable and decomposing food is
in the mode of ignorance, and it can be
argued that meat falls into that cate-
gory. Srila Prabhupada certainly under-
stood it in that way. The mode of
ignorance directly opposes devotional
service to Krsna, and is therefore
condemned.

As for your second question, an ani-
mal killed without regard for scriptural
rules suffers by having to repeat its

.



term of imprisonment in that body,
whereas animals killed in authorized
Vedic sacrifices are elevated in their
next life. The apparent violence is in

~ fact beneficial to the soul within the
body of the sacrificed animal. Animal
sacrifices are forbidden in this age,
however, because priests lack the
purity and expertise required to raise
the animal to a higher stage. The
recommended sacrifice for this age is
the fully nonviolent practice of
chanting the holy names of the Lord.

Working for Justice

I have been in contact with [SKCON
for one year, but I am still not happy. I
believe that I have taken birth to serve
India. I want to live and die for India. I
don’t want to go to the kingdom of
God until I feel that I have completed
my job on this earth.

My problem with ISKCON is that
the lectures teach only the ways to go
to God, but I want to know the ways to
live in this Kali-yuga. Of course, I will
remain a devotee of Lord Krsna. But
- please give me some tips that will help
me live in this Kali-yuga.

Let me tell you my aim in this life: I
want to fight for justice. I want to serve
the people of India. I want to serve the
society. Please help me.

Pradeep N. Rajvanshi
Belgaum, Karnataka, India

REPLY BY KRSNA-KRPA DASA:

Lord Krsna has appeared in this Kali-
yuga as Lord Caitanya, who states that
the duty of every Indian is to make his
life perfect by becoming Krsna con-
scious and helping others become
Krsna conscious. If you accept that as
your service for India, you will make a
great contribution. Because Srila Pra-
bhupada took Lord Caitanya’s instruc-
~ tion seriously, he was able to greatly
benefit the world by giving the perfec-
tion of India’s spiritual culture, pure

~ devotion to Lord Krsna. If you follow

~ in his footsteps, that will be the greatest
service you can perform for Krsna, for
India, for the world, and for yourself.

The best way to live in this world is
the same as the way to go to the
spiritual world: to fully engage in God’s
service.

It is said that those who have lost
their spiritual vision in this age of Kali
can get light from Srimad-Bhagavatam.
So you can study under the guidance of
a realized soul and be enlightened and
act in an enlightened way. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam says that those who know
the essence of things worship the age
of Kali because in this age one can
attain all desirable things simply by
chanting the holy name of the Lord.

The greatest injustice is that because
people lack real knowledge, they are
being systematically slaughtered life
after life as a result of neglecting their
relationship with God. You can teach,
by your own example, that life’s goal
is spiritual realization, and you can
also help educate others and end this
slaughtering by teaching them
Bhagavad-gita. If you want to do good
to others, why not work for their
eternal benefit? If you do this, you will
be forever glorified and your soul be
fully satisfied. €3

CORRECTION: In the last issue, the
photographer for the article “Dynamic,
Expanding Bliss: The Hare Krsna Man-
tra” was Rajasana Devi Dasi, not Raj-
asana Dasa. We apologize for the error.

Please write to us at: BTG, P.O. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32616, USA. E-mail:
editors@krishna.com.

MOVING!?

If you're a subscriber and your ad-
dress will be changing, please let us
know your new address as soon as
possible. Help us ensure that your
issues are delivered without inter-
ruption. Call: 1-800-800-3284 (386-
462-1241); email: btgsubs@Krishna
.com;or write: BTG Subscriber Ser-
vices, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL
32616, USA.

/R Got Krishna
on your
mind?

Find over

300 paintings
of Krishna art
at our website.

2 Send e-cards to
{2  friends and family.

Download
wallpapers for
your computer
desktop.

Buy posters
and add Krishna
to your home.

Visit: \
Krishna.com
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Redirected Love

Lord Krsna tells us how to find the fulfillment
of our natural desire to love and be loved.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

sanjaya uvaca
evam uktva hrsikesarm
gudakesah parantapah
na yotsya iti govindam
uktva tusnirm babhiiva ha

“Safijaya said: Having spoken
thus, Arjuna, chastiser of enemies,
told Krsna, ‘Govinda, I shall not
fight,” and fell silent.”
—Bhagavad-gita 2.9

NTHE previous verse Arjuna

said,“There is no profit in this

fighting, because on the other
side are my relatives, and by kill-
ing them, even if [ become victo-
rious, what is the value?” That
kind of renunciation sometimes takes place in igno-
rance. It is not intelligently placed renunciation.

Evam uktva hrsikesam. Arjuna is speaking to Krsna,
or Hrsikesa, “the master of the senses.” In a previous
verse Arjuna said, Sisyas te "har ... prapannam: ©1 am
Your surrendered disciple.” Krsna has become the
guru, and Arjuna the disciple. Formerly they were talk-
ing as friends. But friendly talking cannot decide any
serious question. When there is some serious matter,
it must be spoken by authorities.

Hysika means the senses, and i§a means the mas-
ter. Hrsika-isa. And they join together: Hysikesa.

Arjuna is called Gudake$a. Gudaka means dark-

ness. And, again, isa, means mas-
ter. Darkness means ignorance.
A disciple comes to the guru for
enlightenment. Every living be-
ing is born foolish, even the hu-
man beings. Because they are
coming from the animal kingdom
by evolution, their birth is, like
that of the animals, in ignorance.

Therefore, even though one is
a human being, one requires edu-
cation. An animal cannot take
education, but a human being
can. Therefore Sastra, scripture,
says, nayam deho deha-bhajam
nrloke kastan kaman arhate vid-
bhujarii ye [Srimad-Bhagavatam
5.5.1]. In conditions of life lower
than those of the human being, we have to work very
hard simply for four necessities of life: eating, sleep-
ing, mating, and defending. The main object of con-
cern is sense gratification. Therefore everyone has to
work very hard. But in the human form of life, Krsna
gives us so much facility in the form of intelligence.
We can make our standard of living very comfortable,
but that should be done with the purpose of attaining
perfection in Krsna consciousness. Live comfortably.
That’s all right. But don't live like animals, simply in-
creasing sense gratification.

The human effort is going into living comfortably,
but people want to live comfortably for sense gratifi-

Left: Only by reposing our love in the supreme couple Radha-Krsna
can we find the fulfillment of the love we seek in this world.
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Krsna is the origin of everything,
so without Krsna consciousness, without
Dpleasing Krsna, you cannot be happy.

cation. That is the mistake of the mod-
ern civilization. Yuktahara-viharasya

. vogo bhavati duhkha-ha. In the
Bhagavad-gita (6.17) it is said yukia-
hara. Yes, you must eat, you must sleep,
you must satisfy your senses, you must
arrange for defense. But as much as
possible do not divert your attention
too much to these things.

We have to eat—yuktahara. That's
a fact. But not atyahara, overeating.

—because He is complete spiritual.

Ripa Gosvami has advised in his Upa- |

desamrta that if you want to advance
in spiritual consciousness—the only
worthy objective of life—then you
should not eat too much or acquire too
much. That is our philosophy.

KRSNA THE ENJOYER

The other day in Paris a reporter
from the Socialist Press came to see me.
Iinformed him, “Our philosophy is that
everything belongs to God.” Krsna says
bhoktaram:“1 am the enjoyer.” We be-
come happy by working for His enjoy-
ment. For example, the whole body is
working to enjoy life, but where does
the enjoyment begin? The stomach.
You have to give sufficient nice food
to the stomach. If there is sufficient
energy, you can digest and all the senses
become strong and you can enjoy sense
gratification. But if you cannot digest,
there is no question of sense enjoy-
ment. So sense enjoyment begins from
the stomach.

Another example: The luxuriant
growth of the tree begins from the root
if there is sufficient water. Therefore
trees are called pada-pa: They drink
water from the legs—the roots—not
from the heads. We eat from the head.
There are different arrangements, but
one must eat.

As for Krsna, He can eat from any-
where. He can eat through His hands,
His legs, His eyes, His ears—anywhere

8 BACKTO GODHEAD « MAY / JUNE 2003

There is no difference between His
head and legs and ears and eyes. That
is stated in the Brahma-sarmhita.

So in the body our sense enjoyment
should begin from the stomach, and
the tree begins developing luxuriant-
ly from the root. Similarly, Krsna is
the origin of everything, so without
Krsna consciousness, without pleas-
ing Krsna, you cannot be happy. That
is the system.

How will Krsna be pleased? We are
all Krsna's sons, God’s sons. Everything
is Krsna’s property. These are facts. Be-
cause Krsna is the proprietor and the
enjoyer, everything should be given
first to Him, and then we can accept it
from Him. That will make us happy.

That principle is stated in Bhagavad-
gita (3.13). Bhuiijate te tv agham papa
ve pacanty atma-karanat: “Those who
cook only for themselves, without off-
ering the food first to the Lord, are sim-
ply eating sin.” Everything should be
done for Krsna, even your eating. You
can enjoy all sense enjoyment—Dbut
after Krsna has enjoyed. Then you can
eat.

Therefore Krsna’s name is Hrsikesa,
the master of the senses. You cannot
enjoy your senses independently. A
servant may cook very, very nice food
in the kitchen, but he cannot eat first.
He will be dismissed. The master first
of all must take, and then the servant
can enjoy all the nice food.

The whole world is struggling for

am this body, and everything—what-
ever we find in this world—is to be
enjoyed by me.” That is the mistake of
modern civilization.

The real knowledge is “Everything
belongs to God. I can take only what-
ever He gives me, whatever He kindly
allows for me.” Tena tyaktena bhunjithah.

This is not just Vaisnava philosophy;

| thisis fact. Nobody is the proprietor of

anything. ISavasyam idam sarvam.
Krsna says, “I am the enjoyer. I am the
proprietor.” Sarva-loka-mahesvaram.
Maha-isvaram. Maha means great, and
Isvaram means controller. We can claim
that we are also an i§varam, a control-
ler, but Krsna is described as maha-
isvaram, “controller of the controller.”
That is Krsna. Nobody else is an inde-
pendent controller.

DEFINITION OF BHAKTI

Therefore Krsna is called Hrsikesa,
and bhakti means to serve Hrsikesa by
the hrsika, the senses. Krsna is the mas-
ter of the senses. Therefore whatever

| senses I have, the master is Krsna.

sense gratification. Here is the simple |

philosophy: “First of all let Krsna en-
joy. He is the master. Then we enjoy.”

The ISopanisad says, iSavasyam
idam sarvam: “Everything belongs to
Krsna.” Our mistake is that although
everything belongs to Krsna, we are
thinking, “Everything belongs to me.”
This is illusion. Janasya moho ‘yam
aham mameti. Everyone is thinking, “1

When our senses are engaged in the
satisfaction of the master of the senses,
that is called bhakti. That is the defini-
tion of bhakti, devotional service. And
when the senses are engaged for sense
gratification, not for the master, that is
called kama, lust.

Two words: kama and prema. Prema
means to love Krsna and do everything
for His satisfaction. That is prema, love.
And kama means doing everything for
the satisfaction of my senses. That is the
difference. Either you satisfy your
senses, or you satisfy Krsna’'s senses.
But when you satisfy Krsna's senses
you become perfect, and when you sat-
isfy your senses you become imperfect,
illusioned. Because you cannot satisfy
your senses without Krsna.

Therefore one has to purify the



senses. At the present moment every-
one is trying to satisfy his senses. There
are two kinds of living entities, male
and female. The male is trying satisfy
his senses, and the female is trying to
satisfy her senses. There is no love. It
cannot be love, because neither the
man nor the woman is trying to satisfy
the other party’s senses. Everyone is
trying to satisfy his or her senses. A
woman loves a man for satisfying her
senses, and a man loves a woman for
satisfying his senses.

| how could he become an intimate
friend of Krsna? They must be of the
same position. Friendship becomes
very strong when the friends are on an
equal level: same age, same education,
same prestige, same beauty. The more
similar the position, the stronger the
friendship. Arjuna is on the same level
as Krsna. If somebody becomes the
friend of the president or the friend of
the king or the queen, he is not an or-
dinary man. He must be of the same
position.

Therefore, as soon as there is a little |

disturbance in the sense gratification,
there is divorce. “I don’t want this.”
Because the central point is personal
sense gratification. But we can make a
show: “Oh, I love you so much. I love
you so much.” There is no love. It is all
kama, lust.

In the material world, there is no
possibility of love. The so-called love
is only cheating: “I love you. I love you
because you are beautiful. You will sat-
isfy my senses. Because you are young,
vou will satisfy my senses.” That is the
nature of the material world. The ba-
sic principle of the material world is
sense gratification. In the material
world, so-called society, friendship, and
love depend on sense gratification, be-
ginning with sex. Yan maithunadi
grhamedhi-sukham hi tuccham. When
one becomes free from maithundadi-
sukham, happiness beginning with sex,
he is liberated.

Aslong as one is attached to the sex
impulse, he is neither a swami nor a
goswami. Swami means master of the
senses. As Krsna is the master of the
senses, when one becomes Krsna con-
scious he becomes master of the senses.
It is not that the senses should be
stopped. No. They should be controlled.
When I require, I shall use them; oth-
erwise not. That is the position of a
master of the senses. I shall not act im-
pelled by the senses. The senses should
act under my direction. That is the po-
sition of a swami.

Therefore Arjuna is called Guda-
kesa. He is a master of the senses. And
he is not a coward, but he is compas-

sionate because he is a devotee of |

Krsna. Anyone who becomes a devo-
tee of Krsna has all the good qualities
manifest in his body.

That is Arjuna’s position. Otherwise

GIVING UP RELIGION

In our line, Lord Caitanya’s chief
disciples Ripa Gosvami and Sanatana
Gosvami were big leaders, government
ministers. They could associate with the
governor because they were also im-
portant men. But as soon as they be-
came acquainted with Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, they decided, “We shall
| retire from this ministership and join
| Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to help
Him.” Rather, to serve Him, not to help
Him. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu does
not require anyone’s help. But if we try
to associate with Him and serve Him,
then our life becomes successful.

Krsna came to teach Bhagavad-gita.
That was His mission: “These rascals
have become servants of so many
things—society, friendship, love, reli-
gion, nationality, community. They
should stop all this nonsense.” Sarva-
dharman parityajya: “Give up all this
nonsense, Simply surrender unto Me.”

That is religion. Otherwise, why
would Krsna advise, “Give up all reli-
gious systems?” He came to reestab-
lish the principles of religion: dharma-
samsthapanarthaya. Now He says,
sarva-dharman parityajya: “Give up all
religion.” That means that anything
without Krsna consciousness, without
God consciousness, is a cheating reli-
gion. It is not religion.

Religion means the order of the
Supreme Lord: dharmarm tu saksad
bhagavat-pranitam. If we do not know
who is the Supreme Lord, if we do not
know what is the order of the Supreme
Lord, then where is religion? That is
not religion. That may go on in the
name of religion, but that is cheating.
So Bhagavad-gita ends sarva-dharmdan
parityajya mam ekam Saranam vraja,

What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on a great
ancient tradition rooted in the
Bhagavad-gita, the teachings Lord
Krsna spoke five millenniums ago.
The Gita and the other Vedic
scriptures declare Krsna to be the
original person, God Himself, who
appears periodically in this world
to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most
sublime and effective means of
meditation for the present day: the
chanting of the names of God,
especially as found in the Hare
Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short a like the win but,
long a like the a in far (and held
twice as long as the short a). Pro-
nounce e like the ain evade.long1
like the fin pique. Pronounce the
vowel rlike the riin rim. and ¢like
the chin chair. Pronounce conso-
nants like ch, jh, and dh as in
staunch-heart, hedge-hog,and red-
hot. Pronounce §and s like sh.

So for Krsna say KRISHNA, for
Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual lames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees.combined with Dasa, for men.
or Dasi. for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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Real success of life is when
you have learned how to love Krsna.
T'hen your heart will be satisfied.

and the Srim(.*.d—Bhégnvamm begins
from that point.

Therefore Bhagavad-gita is the pre-
liminary study of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
which begins, dharmah projjhita-
kaitavo ‘tra: *Now, in this Bhagavatam,
all cheating types of religion are re-
jected, projjhita.”

Real religion means to love God.
Therefore Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.6)
says, sa vai pumsarm paro dharmo yato
bhaktir adhoksaje: “Devotion to the
Supreme Lord is first-class religion.”
The Bhagavatam's definition doesn’t
say that you must follow this religion
or that religion. You may follow any
religion. It doesn’t matter. Either

Hindu religion or Christian religion or |

Muslim religion—anything you like.
But we have to test. For example, if a
student has passed the M.A. exami-
nation, nobody inquires, “From which
college have you passed your exami-
nation?” No. “You have passed the
M.A. examination? That’s all right.
We are concerned whether you are
a graduate. That’s all.” Nobody in-
quires, “From which college, from
which country, from which religion
have you passed your M.A. examina-
tion?”

Similarly, nobody should inquire,
“To which religion do you belong?”
One must see whether he has learned
this art: how to love God. That’s all.
That is religion. Here is the religion:
sarva-dharman parityajva mam ekari
Saranam vraja. That is religion. The
Bhagavatam says, dharmah projjhita-
kaitavo ‘tra: “All cheating types of reli-
gion are kicked out from this Srimad-
Bhagavatam.”

The Bhagavatam is only for the nir-
matsaranam, those who are not envi-
ous of God. The demons ask, “Why
shall I love God? Why shall I worship
God? Why shall I accept God?” But

the Srimad-Bhagavatam is only for
those who are actually serious about
loving God.

REDIRECTING
OUR LOVE

Real success of life is when you have
learned how to love Krsna. Then your
heart will be satisfied. Krsna means
God. If you have another name of God,
that is also accepted. But you must love
God, the Supreme Lord, the Supreme
Person.

We all love somebody. The loving
propensity is there in everyone, but it
1s misdirected. Therefore Krsna says,
“Kick out all these love objects. Try to
love Me.” Sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam. Misdirected love will nev-
er be able to satisty you. If you want
real satisfaction, you must love Krsna,
God.

That is the whole Vedic philoso-
phy—or any philosophy you take. Be-
cause, after all, you want satisfaction
of your self, full satisfaction of your
mind. That can be achieved only when
you love God. Therefore that religion
is first-class which trains the candidate
how to love God.And that love is with-
out motive. Here in the material world
we say, “1 love you; you love me.” But
in the background is some motive.
Love of God means no motive. All
other desires become zero.

The pure nature of bhakti, love of
God, is taught in the Bhagavad-gita.

Somebody is working for knowledge, |

and somebody is working for sense
gratification. That is the material world.
Somebody is trying to become a very
big scholar:“What is this? What is this?

derstand God but to gain some super-
fluous knowledge. That is called jaana.
And karma means working day and
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night for sense gratification. But bhakti
is transcendental. It is not tainted by
all these contaminations, jiana and
karma.

Therefore Narottama Dasa Tha-
kura says, jaana-kanda, karma-kanda,
kevala visera bhanda: “Whether you
engage in karma or speculative knowl-
edge, both are pots of poison. Whether
you drink this one or that one, it doesn’t
matter.”

If you follow karma-kanda, the path
of karma, you'll get a body next life
according to your karma. Jiiana-kanda
also leads to another material body. If
you become very advanced in knowl-
edge,you can get a body in a brahmana
family, in a very educated family. But
you’'ll have to go through the transmi-
gration of the soul, the repetition of
birth and death. There is that risk. You
do not know what body you will get. It
is not guaranteed. Even a little mistake
can result in your getting a lower body.
For example, at the time of death
Bharata Maharaja was thinking of a
deer, and next life he got the life of a
deer.

Nature is so perfect that you will get
a body similar to your mental condi-
tion at death. Krsna is with you. He will
see,“Now he is thinking of becoming a
king,” or “Now he is thinking in such a
way that he will become a dog.” So
Krsna immediately gives you the body
of a dog or a lion or a king. You must
take the body He gives you.

Similarly, if you are thinking of
Krsna, you will take a body like Krsna’s
—immediately. That is Krsna con-
sciousness: to train the mind to die
thinking of Krsna. Then your life is

| successful.
What is this?” He is not trying to un- |

Therefore we have to chant Hare
Krsna and always think of Krsna.Then
our life is perfect.

Thank you very much. {3



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—[.ord Krsna's first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru’”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Conscilousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharami—Lord Krsna’'s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, grimz’m, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers). the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the §idras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vindavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visni).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related seriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead™); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.



WHY DO WE CRI

A look at the causes and cures for faultfind’

by Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi

ONDUCTING A SUMMER

therapy group with middle-

school boys is always a chal-
lenge. Donte calls Michael a
retard, and Michael calls Donte’s
mother a crackhead. I intervene,
sitting the boys down to cool off.
This age group (11-14) is notori-
ous for saying and doing things to
hurt each other. I reflect on my
own years in junior high school
and recall some painful interac-
tions with peers. While most of us
mature and become more sophis-
ticated in our social interactions,
our critical nature generally
doesn’t disappear unless we make
spiritual progress toward our
original identity.

Our original nature, the pure
self uncontaminated by material
energy, is free from the propensity
to criticize or find fault with
others. In fact, the pure soul sees
all others as superior to himself.
The further we fall from our ori-
ginal pure consciousness and
depart from the mode of goodness
toward ignorance, the more our
tendency to criticize others will
show itself.

A story in the Mahabharata
illustrates the difference in men-
tality between a pure soul and a
person hostile to God and thereby
covered by the mode of darkness.
Krsna, the Supreme Lord, met
with both Maharaja Yudhisthira,
a pure devotee of the Lord, and
Duryodhana, an extremely
envious king who had acquired his
position through cheating and
deceit. Krsna asked Maharaja

Yudhisthira to go out into the
kingdom and return after finding
someone less qualified than
himself. And He asked Duryo-
dhana to search the kingdom for
someone better than himself.

When wicked Duryodhana
returned, he told Lord Krsna that
he couldn’t find anyone better
than himself. Most of us would
describe a person like Duryo-
dhana as narcissistic, bombastic,
conceited, and egoistic. Many of
today’s leaders would fit that
portrayal.

The saintly Yudhisthira, on the
other hand, returned unable to
find anyone inferior to himself.
Such humility is practically gone
among today’s leaders.

From this exchange, Lord
Krsna is teaching us something
about human psychology. The
closer one comes to his original
pure identity, the more he shows
humility and freedom from seeing
the faults in others. And the fur-
ther one falls from his pure iden-
tity, the more he feels superior to
others, seeing faults in them and
not in himself.

THE ROOT OF SEPARATION

The mentality that originally
separates us from God is our
desire to take His position. We
can’t do that, of course. But He’s
so kind that He lets us try, so we
have to think we're great and
powerful. Many of us have been
criticized at one time or another
for trying to “lord it over” others.
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TICIZE OTHERS?

ing, a major obstacle to spiritual progress.

Painting by Puskara Disa

But that’s what we've all come to
the ma-

terial world to do. We think we're
the center of the universe, that
everything revolves around us.
This delusion sets the stage for our
competitive drive to remove any
opponent for the coveted position
of Lord.

If this portrayal of our mindset
sounds exaggerated, consider this:
Since God is the creator, every-
thing here is His property, and in
our quest to acquire it for our
enjoyment, we are indeed playing
God. Unlike God, though, we have
to compete for that position.

While faultfinding may be an
outcome of several mental states,
it is often the mind’s attempt to
gain a superior position over
others. Duyodhana was expert at
finding faults in others regardless
of their purity, and he had a knack
for disregarding his own short-
comings. Lacking empathy for the
suffering of others, he would use
any means to achieve his goals.
This is a common personality pro-
file of demonic persons. And the
root of their problem is their lack
of proclivity for developing their
relationship with the Supreme
Lord.

OUR MIXED NATURES

Most of us traversing the spiri-
tual path fall somewhere between
the pure soul (Yudhisthira) and
the envious demon (Duryodhana).
We recognize that we still tend to
criticize others, but we want to

become free of such behavior.
Often devotees ask, “How can [
stop finding fault with other devo-
tees?” But as with any unwanted
behavior, it is important to under-
stand what we get out of doing
it—the payoff. If we fail to address
this step, our mind will undoubt-
cdly sabotage out efforts to give
up criticism.

Often the secondary gain will
be easy to see. Some common
motivations for criticism are (1)
gaining a sense of superiority, (2)
getting back at someone who has
hurt us, (3) asserting our position
or belief as the best or only way,
and (4) avoiding scrutiny of our
own shortcomings.

Identifying our motives takes
honesty and courage. We need to
have a strong desire to change. But
sometimes, despite our good
intentions, the reason we do some-
thing may not be so evident. I
remember working with a devotee
in therapy who was addressing her
critical nature. She recognized how
destructive it was to her spiritual
progress, and she wanted to stop
but felt impelled to do it. She
finally came to understand that
she found fault with others so she
wouldn’t have to get close to them.
Once she realized the secondary
gain she derived from criticizing
others, she could address her fear
of intimacy. Dismantling her
underlying reason for faultfinding
allowed her to give it up.

Another devotee was finding
fault with her friend. As she got
more in touch with the reasons for

On seeing ants in Lord Caitanya’s room, faultfinding Ramacandra Puri
criticizes the Lord for eating too many sweets.
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While faultfinding may be an outcome
of several mental states, it is often the mind’s attempit
to gain a superior position over others.

her feelings, she discovered she was
feeling guilty that she hadn’t supported
her friend during a crisis. Finding fault
with her friend was her way to justify
her lack of involvement in her friend’s
life. It also protected her self-image and
her belief that she is caring and help-
ful. In this case the devotee was able
to forgive herself for not being sympa-
thetic and apologized to her friend.

SPIRITUAL CURE

Not everyone who has problems
with faultfinding needs to go into ther-

apy. Prayer and strong spiritual prac- |
tices are our methods for overcoming |

impurities. When I was a new devotee,
I had a very critical nature. [ was proud
of my education, and thought I was
more competent and advanced than
the other devotees. After chanting for
a short while, [ became aware that my
mentality was hindering my spiritual
advancement. I prayed every day to be-
come free of my critical nature. Krsna
kindly answered my prayers in a way
I didn’t expect: He took away my abil-
ity to do most things. For about two
months I felt I was in a fog. I couldn’t
remember things. I had trouble articu-
lating my thoughts. I wasn’t able to
complete even simple tasks. The only
service I could render was cleaning, and
that would take an inordinate amount
of time.

Although I struggled through that
period, I was grateful for the lesson. In
the Caitanya-caritamyrta, Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami tells us that by the
mercy of the Lord a lame man can
climb mountains, a blind man can see
the stars, and a dumb man can recite
beautiful poetry. So in the same way,
the Lord can take away any ability that
might make us proud and prone to
criticizing devotees.

Also in the Caitanya-caritamrta is

a story about a man named Gopala
Cakravarti that illustrates this point.
Learned and handsome, he came from
a prestigious family and was proud of
his scholarship and position. One day
while taking part in a discussion about
the glories of the Lord’s holy names,
the exalted devotee Haridasa Thakura
expressed his deep realization about
the potency of the holy name. Gopala
Cakravarti challenged Haridasa’s
statements. He cursed Haridasa, say-

ing that Haridasa’s nose should fall off |

if one didn’t reap the benefit from
chanting that Haridasa professed. Go-
pala’s denigrating challenge came from
his envious heart, and his motive was
to discredit both Haridasa and the holy
name.

Gopala suffered an instant reaction |
for his insults and envy of Haridasa. His |

beautiful body became disfigured from
leprosy, which ate away his nose. Ago-
nized, Gopala begged Lord Caitanya
for redemption. At first Lord Caitanya
was unmoved by Gopala’s pitiable
plight. But finally, when Lord Caitan-
ya recognized that Gopala had under-
gone a sincere change of heart, He
released Gopala from his suffering.
Gopila then took shelter of the Lord
and His devotees.

The devotee is blessed when the

Lord rectifies his mentality with seem- |

ing reverses. In another narration from

9

sit here?” the Lord asked. “Because of
this, you have become like a candala,
the lowest of men, and you have also
contaminated a most purified place—
your heart.”

The Lord then told Amogha to
chant Hare Krsna. Amogha jumped up
and chanted and danced, his heart pu-
rified by the touch of the Lord’s lotus
hand.

Both Gopala Cakravarti and Amo-
gha were greatly fortunate. Their fault-
finding, critical natures were purified,
and they received the greatest goal of
life, pure devotion to the Lord. We may
not be so lucky, and may instead find
ourselves cut off from the Lord’s ser-

| vice for many lives.

the Caitanya-caritamrta, Amogha, the |

son-in-law of Sarvabhauma Bhatta-
carya, spied on Lord Caitanya while He
ate at Sarvabhauma’s house. Aware
that Amogha was critical of the Lord’s

AN UNREFORMED
FAULTFINDER

I have seen devotees who follow the
rules strictly and chant their prescribed
rounds on their beads every day but
have little joy in their spiritual lives. For
many, criticism and faultfinding block
their spiritual progress. This problem
was exemplified by another person de-
scribed in the Caitanya-caritamria,
Ramacandra Puri. He criticized his
own spiritual master, and from then on
he delighted in finding faults in saintly
persons. If he couldn’t find a fault in a
devotee, he would induce the devotee
to overecat so he could criticize him.
Despite Lord Caitanya’s spotless char-

| acter, Ramacandra Puri invented a

pure behavior, Sarvabhauma chased |

him away and cursed him for his envi-
ous mentality.

The following day Amogha was af-
flicted by cholera and was dying. Lord
Caitanya went to see Amogha and
placing his hand on his heart.

“Why have you allowed jealousy to
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fault in Him. When he saw ants where
Lord Caitanya was living, he criti-
cized Him for eating sweets—a sign to
Ramacandra Puri that the Lord was

not acting as a proper renunciant.
Because Ramacandra Puri was the
Godbrother of Lord Caitanya’s spiri-
tual master, the Lord respectfully ab-
stained from responding to his offense.
(please turn to page 28)



When Charles asked his son and daughter-in-law—
a Hare Krsna couple—to move in with him, he knew he’d have to
adapt, but his reward was more than he could ever imagine.

by Sukhada Devi Dasi

man of courage and principles, serving his

country in the U.S. Navy for twenty years and
then the Civil Service for twenty more. Assigned
to a submarine fleet during World War II, he saw
his share of pain and suffering and, like many vet-
erans, came to value a safe, secure home for his wife
and two young children. Charles was proud of his
country and its ideals and strove to instill values in
his children that would enable them to grow into
responsible, God-fearing citizens.

When his son Charlie, at the age of 24, an-
nounced his plan to join the Hare Krsna movement,
Charles was shocked. What! Why? Where had
Charles gone wrong? Like many parents, Charles
was horrified that his son was choosing a path radi-

CHARLES WAS BORN in 1917. He grew into a

cally different from what he had envisioned for him.
It seemed the foolish choice of a young man who
couldn’t know the world as Charles did. He did his
best to talk his son out of it, but it was no use. Ulti-
mately, he could only accept Charlie’s decision—
and hope that someday Charlie would change his
mind.

Little did Charles realize what a praiseworthy
path his son had chosen. Giving up the usual pur-
suit of wealth and social status, Charlie instead
chose to develop love for God, Sr1 Krsna. Charles
had no way of knowing that he himself would some-
day reap great benefits from his son’s actions. In
the Srimad-thigavamm, Lord Krsna assures a boy
that because of his saintly behavior, his “entire dy-
nasty has been purified.” Although to Charles his

From right: Godruma Dasa, Godruma’s nephew Siddharth,
and Charles, in Jacksonville, Florida.
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Charles appreciated what Srila Prabhupada
had done for his son, feeling that
Godruma had become a better person.

son’s decision seemed a rejection of
his family values, Charlie would bring
his family a spiritual opulence more
transforming than any material success.

MOVING IN WITH DAD

In 1973 Charlie joined the Hare
Krsna movement and was initiated by
Srila Prabhupada, receiving the spiri-
tual name Godruma Dasa. At the time,
Charles was not in close contact with
his son, who was spreading Krsna con-
sciousness in the U.S.A., Japan, and
India.

In 1983 Godruma married a girl
named Visnupriya. They returned to
the U.S.A.in 1985 because his mother
was ill. Charles was excited to see his
son after so long and couldn’t help but
notice the changes in him. Godruma
had become peaceful, friendly, and tol-
erant. Charles welcomed Visnupriya,
who was moved by his kindness and
wonderful sense of humor.

In 1986 Charles lost his beloved wife
to cancer. Heartsick, he asked Go-
druma and Visnupriya to come live
with him in Jacksonville, Florida.
Moved by his loneliness, the young
couple agreed. But they all had con-
cerns about their different ways of life.
Godruma and his wife wanted to keep
up their spiritual practices. There could
be no meat, fish, eggs, onions, or garlic
in the house. Nothing could be eaten
unless the food was blessed by offer-
ing it to Krsna. They would want to
keep worshiping their deities, Sri Sri
Radha Madana-mohana, installing
Them in Charles’s house. Godruma
and Visnupriya would need to rise
early, before 4:00 A.M., to chant Hare
Krsna and perform their morning wor-
ship before going to work. Then in the
evenings they would cook an offering
and once more worship their deities

and read from Srila Prabhupada’s
books.

Contemplating all of these changes,
Charles decided it was a small price to
pay for the closeness of his family.

“I guess [ can learn,” he told them, |

adding that the most difficult thing
would be to remember to offer his food
to Krsna.

“But I can give it a shot!”

“We had several discussions about
his needs and ours,” says Visnupriya.
“We didn’t want to impose on him, and
he really wanted to see if he could
adapt. I had serious doubts but was
amazed at how quickly he adapted to
the changes. Godruma and I went
through culture shock too. This was the
first time we were not living at a temple,
and the nearest one—in Alachua—was
eighty miles away. We wanted to con-
tinue to follow Srila Prabhupada’s in-
structions to the best of our ability.”

They soon became a close-knit fam-
ily. Godruma and Visnupriya shared
Prabhupada’s teachings with Charles,
and Charles shared his home with
them. Charles would listen to tapes of
Srila Prabhupada’s singing and speak-
ing, often commenting on how con-
vinced Prabhupada sounded when he
spoke. Charles appreciated what Srila

Prabhupéada had done for his son, feel- |

ing that Godruma had become a bet-
ter person.

The young couple would invite de-
votee friends over, filling the house
with feasting and the holy names. In
time, Charles grew to look forward to
these gatherings. He developed a spe-
cial fondness for the food, known as
krsna-prasadam, or “the mercy of
Krsna.” Visnupriya’s sister, Sashi Muk-
hi, would bring her children Siddhar-
tha and Sujata over. Charles grew to
love the children—and Sashi Mukhi’s
cooking.
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DETERIORATING HEALTH

To everyone’s great sorrow, Charles
developed prostate cancer. He re-
ceived conventional treatment, but
throughout the years 2000 and 2001 his
health deteriorated. He was in and out
of the hospital. Although Charles had
recognized the benefits of the Hare
Krsna movement for Godruma, and
had come to love the devotees and
their ways, he had not accepted the
deep philosophy of the Vedas and the
teachings of Srila Prabhupada. He saw
himself as someone apart from the
Hare Krsna devotees.

One day, listening to Visnupriya and
her nephew discussing reincarnation
and life after death, Charles said,
“When I go, it will be the end for me.
Nothing exists after death.”

Although the prostate cancer went
into remission, Charles developed
chronic leukemia. He also suffered
from shingles, which made it impos-
sible for him to walk. So Charles, all
his life the strong and capable provider,
was now forced to rely on others.

Charles’s doctor prescribed physi-
cal therapy for his legs, and the thera-
pist would come to their home. One
day the therapist mentioned that he
had often seen Hare Krsna devotees
on the campus of the University of
Florida. Godruma offered the therapist
a copy of the Bhagavai-gita, but the
man hesitated to accept it.

Charles chimed in, “You really
should take the book. It will help you.”

The therapist took the book.

Charles was in immeasurable pain.
He didn’t regain his ability to walk. On
a return stay in the hospital, he devel-
oped a urinary tract infection. There
seemed no end to his misery.

He turned to Visnupriyéa and said,

(please turn to page 41)



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“What Is the Value
Of Your Education?”

Continuing a conversation between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and Professor John Mize. Los Angeles, June 23, 1975.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, the universities nowadays don’t teach any courses
in the nature of the soul.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore, the young person says, “What is the wrong if I

become a dog?” Because there is no education. He does not know the dif-

ference between the dog and the human being. Therefore, he says, “What is
the wrong if I become a dog? I will get more facility for sex without any
criminal charges.” This is the advancement of education.

Dr. Mize: How does the mind, then, come to know that there is a soul?
Srila Prabhupada: You have to be educated. How are these people, my
students, convinced about the soul? They have been educated by knowl-
edge and by practice. Everything has to be learned by being properly
educated. And therefore, the Vedic injunction is tad-vijnanartham—

“In order to know that science™—sa gurum evabhigacchet—"you must
g0 to a guru, a teacher.” So the answer is that you must go to the
teacher who can teach you how the soul is there.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, you're teaching us how the
soul is there, and is there a way to describe the con-
nection between the soul and the mind?
Srila Prabhupada: The mind is there in the soul.
But the mind is now polluted by material con-
tamination. Just like a madman: he has got his
. mind, but his mind is contaminated. Therefore,
he requires treatment by a psychiatrist. You
\ ' cannot say the madman has no mind. He has
got a mind, but it is contaminated. You have
to see about treatment.
! So the mind is there—everything is
there in the soul. And now the mind, con-
taminated by matter, is perverted. The
5 same example: a madman has got a
mind, but it is useless. He is simply
acting in madness. The same mad-
man, when properly treated,
will act like a sane man. So
the mind is there always,
whether we speak of the
pure soul or the soul en-
caged in the material
body. Everything is spiri-
tual. The soul is spiritual;
the mind is spiritual; the
intelligence is spiritual.
But it is now contamin-
ated. So you have to see
(please turn to page 57)

—
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Memories of
RAJA MANDALA
PARIKRAMA

A pilgrim from the West discovers that
the spiritual rewards far exceed the physical challenges
of a walking tour of Krsna’s holy land.

by Pradyumna Dasa

The author meets a local Krsna devotee (above) during
the Vrndavana walk. Background: Vindavana sunrise from
the roof of ISKCON's Krsna-Balarama temple.




tunity to take part in ISKCON’s |
sixteenth annual Vraja Mandala |

I ASTFALLIHAD the special oppor-

Parikrama. Now the wonderful sights
and sounds of this sacred land live in
my heart and flash through my mind
constantly.

Located eighty-five miles south of
New Delhi, India, the villages of Vraja,
the place of Lord Sri Krsna’s childhood
pastimes, spread over an arca about
forty miles in diameter. it includes the
city of Mathura (the birthplace of Lord
Krsna) and twelve primary villages and
forests, of which Vrndavana is the most
famous. ISKCON’s annual Vraja Man-
dala (“circle”) Parikrama (“circumam-
bulation”) is open to all. It lasts the en-
tire Vedic month of Kartika, which falls
in October and November.

Before I departed for India from
Baltimore, various doubts ran through
my mind. How, where,and when would
basic needs of hygiene and food be ful-
filled while we walked through the vil-
lages of Vraja? Being fifty-seven years
old, I feared getting ill and the physi-
cal challenge of walking several hours
each day. But with encouragement
from my family and other devotees in

Baltimore, and after prayers to the
most merciful Srimati Radharani, the
eternal queen of Vraja, I departed,
ready for whatever was to come.

Our group from Baltimore arrived
in India on October 17. It was a bright,
sunny day, and the scenic drive from
New Delhi to Vrndavana reminded me
of my childhood in India and past trips
to Vrndavana. Still, this trip felt special.
Upon nearing Vrndavana and seeing
temple domes and complexes from
afar, I began to think of the countless
pastimes of Radha and Krsna and was
overjoyed to be in the holy land.

Once we arrived at ISKCON’s
Krsna-Balarama Mandir, I quickly set-
tled in and then went to offer respects
to the deities—Gaura-Nitai, Krsna-
Balarama, and Re'idhé—éyﬁmasundara
—and to Srila Prabhupada in his Sama-
dhi Mandir (memorial temple). I was
excited to see the hundreds of devo-
tees who had come from all over the
world, and to talk to devotees I had met
over the years.

The first day of walking started with
the town of Vrndavana. The Vrajavasis
(residents of Vraja) believe that circu-
mambulating Vrndavana can wash

“From way

atop the hill on
which the main
Radharani
temple sits, to

the narrow alleys
of the bazaars
of Varshana, all 1
could hear was
glorification of
Radha-Krsna—
Jaya Jaya Sri
Rddhe—§yéma.’ 2

Background photo: Yamaraja Dasa




away any offenses committed in the
holy land. Following custom, and out
of respect for the holy land, I walked
barefoot during the Vrndavana Pari-
krama. I was tired, and my feet were
sore and blistered as the day came to
an end. I questioned my commitment
to last the entire month if every day
was going to be like this. But encour-
agement from Parikrama veterans like
Radha-Ramana Dasa, Radha Govinda
Swami, and others strengthened my
resolve.

The next morning, before departing
Vrndavana and the Krsna-Balarama
Mandir, devotees took personal vows
in front of the deities. I prayed to Sri
Sri Radha-Syamasundara for the
strength to finish the one-month walk.
Leaving the temple gates, I looked
back at the massive white domes of the
Krsna-Balarama Mandir and felt the

Pradyumna Dasa
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Yamaraja Dasa

presence of the Lord in the form of the | evening, a small group of us visited

hundreds of devotees walking with me.
We were now on our way to Mathura.

A CHALLENGING
FIRST WEEK

After walking about half the day,
we arrived at historic Vishram Ghat,
where Krsna and Balarama rested af-
ter killing the demonic Kamsa, and
where Lord Caitanya bathed upon en-
tering Mathura. After bathing in the
cold, murky waters of the holy Yamuna
River and setting up camp for the

The pilgrims malke
their way around
Govardhana Hill
(above, left). At
Kusuma Sarovara
(above), two devotees
prepare for a sacred
dip. A resident devotee
(left) chants prayers in
glorification of Lord
Krsna. SriK rsna-
Balarama (far left)
offer Their blessings
from the center altar at
the ISKCON temple in
Vindavana.

some nearby temples.

The next day, we performed Ma-
thura Parikrama, stopping at various
holy places in the city. Radha-Ramana
Dasa, Bhadra Dasa, and other senior
devotees gave short talks and led kir-
tanas at the holy sites. After another
night in Mathura, we departed for Ma-
dhuvan at six o’clock the next morn-
ing, the fourth day of the Parikrama.

The first week of the Parikrama
seemed long and hard. I was tired from
walking during the cold mornings and
hot afternoons. Slowly but surely,

though, my fearful thoughts for health,
hygiene, and food faded away, and only
thoughts of the people and places of
Vraja entered my mind. Other devo-
tees, too, lost track of time. We became
oblivious of what day it was, and our
entire focus was to understand and
meditate on the pastimes of Lord Sri
Krsna at each spot we visited. The daily
schedule of rising early, bathing in the
cold, and living the village life became
routine and felt natural. In this way, we
walked each day from place to place
hearing about the pastimes of the Lord,
taking part in ecstatic kirtanas and
aratis, and associating with many devo-
tees, sannyasis, and Vrajavasis.

A MIDNIGHT D1pP

In the afternoon of the seventh day

; we reached the famed Radha Kund,
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Vraja residents (below) look

out at the ISKCON pilgrims from
around the world. A bath in the
Yamuna River (right) refreshes the
body and the soul. A villager
(bottom) cooks chapattis on a
traditional earthen stove.

L
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our base for the next three days. I was
especially excited about visiting Radha
Kund, home to so many temples and
holy sites. We set up camp and then vis-
ited the banks of Radha Kund and
Shyama Kund, which are adjacent to
each other. Telling the history of the
two ponds, Radha-Ramana Dasa ex-
plained how and why Krsna had called
on all of the sacred rivers of the world
to come fill them. [See BTG, Septem-
ber/October 2002].

After paying our obeisances and
performing a short worship ceremony
at Radha Kund, we visited several sur-
rounding places, including the memo-
rial tombs of Raghunatha Bhatta Go-
svami, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, and
Krsna Dasa Kaviraja Gosvami, promi-
nent followers and contemporaries of
Lord Caitanya.
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The next day we walked around Go- | of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and past

vardhana Hill, stopping occasionally to
hear of the numerous pastimes of Lord
Krsna at locations such as Manasi Gan-
ga and Kusuma Sarovara. Our final full
day at Radha Kund consisted of doing
Parikrama of Radha Kund and Shyama
Kund during the day and bathing in the
holy waters at midnight. Because it is
the anniversary of the appearance of
Shyama Kund and Radha Kund, a mid-

night bath on this day is an annual |

ritual for all the Vrajavasis who live in
the area.

As we left Radha Kund the morn-
ing of the tenth day, I felt new apprecia-
tion for our disciplic lineage. Hearing
lectures by Lokanath Swami, Radha-
Govinda Swami, and Gopal Krsna
Swami on the pastimes of Radha and
Krsna, and visiting temples and places

acaryas like the six Gosvamis, gave
me a strong feeling for the Gaudiya
Vaisnava tradition carried on by Srila
Prabhupada.

As we walked farther along the
Parikrama path, the days and nights
went quickly. From Deeg to Badrinath

to Kedarnath—with each stop I was |
brought gallons upon gallons of filtered

learning more and trying to absorb as
much as I could of the holy land.

VRAJAVASI RECEPTIONS

Each day as we walked through for-
ests and villages filled with a plethora
of vibrant colors and sounds, local resi-
dents would come out of their homes,
fields, and shops to greet us. The chil-
dren of the villages would follow us to
the edge of town, shouting “Haribol!”

and “Radhe! Radhe!” with
their arms raised. Many
adults would greet us with
offerings of hot milk or
sweets. And if we happened
to be staying overnight in
their village, they would
often invite a group of us
into their small homes to
stay for the night or eat
prasadam in the evening.
Their love and kindness for
us, total strangers, amazed
me. I feel as though I got a
glimpse of why the Vraja-
vasis are so dear to Lord
Krsna.

On the sixteenth day we
reached Varshana, home of
Srimati Radharani. Realiz-
ing that Varshana was the
midpoint of our pilgrimage,
I was saddened that there
would eventually be an end
to the bliss I had been feel-
ing the past two weeks. I
wanted to take in all I could
in the time remaining. We
spent two days in Varsha-
na exploring the glorious
homeland of Srimati Ra-
dharani. From way atop
the hill on which the main
Radharani temple sits, to
the narrow alleys of the
bazaars of Varshana, all I
could hear was glorification
of Radha-Krsna. Jaya Jaya
Sri Rédhc-éyéma!

Also at this halfway mark, I began
to realize the magnitude of effort put
forth by the organizers and devotees
assisting the Parikrama. Twice a day
a group of devotees from Mayapur
cooked delicious food for Lord Krsna
and the more than four hundred Pari-
krama participants. Another group

ese(] Blereme g

water to the campsite for the devotees
to drink, and yet another group of de-
votees assisted in setting up and tak-
ing down the camp. This task includ-
ed erecting several huge tents under
which devotees slept (when better fa-
cilities such as schools or hostels were
unavailable). The tents provided mod-
est cover from the chilly autumn eve-
nings and mornings. A hired crew kept
the campground safe, and cleaned up
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arrived at the campsit
ing basic items such as soap, candles,
and batteries. Laundry service was al-
ble daily, as was a shuttle bus
to and from the ISKCON center in
Vrndavana.

SPIRITUAL HEALTH
For A DOCTOR

As in past years, a doctor accom-
panied the Parikrama. This year it was

: hatt, from Baroda, Gu-
jarat. He told me he had met ISKCON
: before but had never really
considered himself religious. He de-

a human-
itarian service. He had never before
worn a dhoti or tilaka, or even risen be-
f unrise. After he'd received Lord
Sri Krsna’s blessings and the associa-
tion of devotees, everything changed
for him. He told me that by taking
part in the Parikrama, chanting the
holy names of Sri Krsna, and coming
in touch with Vraja’s atmosphere of
simple living and high thinking, he
had been changed for life. He said he
would assist the Parikrama organizers
with rvices every year from now
on.

We left Varshana on the morning of
the eighteenth day and traveled to
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Kokilavan.The second half of the Pari-
krama flew ast as the first

1ing days, we traveled
from Brahmanda Ghat, where Mother
Yasoda saw the entire cosmos within
Krsna’s mouth, to Raval, the birthplace
of Radharani. Finally, on the thirti-
eth day of our pilgrimage, we returned
to Mathura for a concluding bath at
Vishram Ghat.

Upon ending t rikrama, I could
feel my faith in Lord Sri Krsna and the
message of Srila Prabhupada increase
tenfold. I encourage all devotees to
take part in the Vraja Mandala Pari-
krama, be it for one week, two weeks,




Devotees walk along a ridge ( to the main temple of Srimati
Radharani at Varshana. Below, pilgrims approach the

entrance to the temple, a limbing many stairs fi

Purified by pilgrimage, devotees enjoy on the sacred sand of
Raman Reti (bottom),

their lifetime. I have the greatest re-
spect for all of the organizers and par-
ti 1pants of the Parikrama. I will never
'he wonderful sights and sounds

2y wﬂl 11\ s forever in m\'

the Indian community thrc ugh home
programs and other events. He can be

reached at pvanodia@hotmail.c
Pradyumna
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lustration by Madhava Priva Devi Dasi

May 15 marks the appearance day of Lord Nrsimha,

the half-man, half-lion incarnation of Lord Krsna. Nrsimhadeva descended
to protect His devotee Prahlada from the torment of his atheistic father, Hiranyakasipu,
who had performed great penance and gained boons he felt would secure his immortality.

But Lord Nysimha killed the murderous demon while simultaneously honoring

the boons he had received from Lord Brahma. The story is narrated in Canto Seven
of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Devotees pray to Lord Nrsimmha for protection
from both bodily harm and their own materialistic desires. [To see more paintings by

Madhava Priya Devi Dasi, go to www.glimpseofkrishna.com. ]
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Nrsimhhadeva

by Laksmi LaCuesta

half-man, half-lion
sitting on the threshold
at dusk

tearing into Hiranyakasipu’s chest
with Your elegant nails
as he is slain over Your lap

this great demon’s reign of terror

has ended

blood paints the floor
decorating Your golden silken garments

as it shimmers in Your effulgent glow

a garland of intestines
draped around Your neck
Your prize necklace

from Your fresh kill

Anantasesa,

the multi-headed serpent
and Your faithful servant,
watches with his many eyes

each hood smiling at Your glorious deed

Hiranyakasipu
thought he was immortal
because of five boons
in return for thousands of years

of penance

he has been outsmarted by You

who are supreme

his helmet and club abandoned on the
ground

lost in that final moment of suspense

and death

just as a cat plays with a mouse
so You played with the demon
Hiranyakasipu

before You pulled apart his ribs
and decorated Your chest

with his insides

Your anger is so intense
it has frightened everyone away
even the demigods

are afraid to offer their prayers

yet Prahlada Maharaja
a five-year-old boy

Your pure devotee
offers a garland of flowers

and his obeisances

You have saved him from his father’s
wrath

once again

O Nrsimhadeva

the supreme controller

just as You protected Prahlada
so You also protect us

from deviating off the path

of devotional service

All glories to You! €%
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BHAKTIVEDANTA

GO ERG |

— Vaisnava Theological Seminary « Radhadesh, Belgium —

MINISTERIAL PROGRAM 20032004
September 15, 2003-June 25, 2004

The one-year Ministerial Program requires participants to take 15 core mod-
ules in Theology and Philosophy, 8 core modules in the Ministerial and Voca-
tional strand, and 3 core modules in Introspection and Devotion, with additional
exercises and group sessions. The Program is divided in three terms and in-
cludes a 3-week holiday during Christmas and a 2-week holiday in the spring.

COURSES AND TEACHERS*

Faith Development—Kadamba Kanana Swami

Introspection Week: The Nectar of the Holy Name—Sacinandana Swami
Introspection Weelk: The Nectar of Srimad-Bhagavatam—Sacinandana Swami

Introspection Retreat: Truth and Dharma—Akhandadhi Dasa
Communications [ (VTE®*)—Anultama Dasa
Leadership and Management (VTE)—Anuttama Dasa
Bhakii-sastri Overview—DBraja Bihari Dasa
Counseling and Life Skills—Dhira Govinda Dasa
Personal Transformation—Dhira Govinda Dasa
Sociology—Kartamisa Dasa
Congregational Development—Krpamoya Dasa
Comparative Religion—XKrsna Ksetra Dasa
Vaisnava Theology—Krsna Ksetra Dasa
Vedic Philosophy: Sad-darsana—Pranava Dasa
Introduction to Sanskrit—Radhika Ramana Dasa
VTE Teacher Training I—Rasamandala Dasa
VTE Teacher Training [I—Rasamandala Dasa
Western Philosophy—Ravindra Svaripa Dasa
Ethics—Sesa Dasa
[nterfaith—Yadunandana Dasa / Hanuman Dasa
Srimad- Bhagavatam, Cantos | and 2—Yadunandana Dasa
Bhakiti-sastri Teacher Training (VTE)—Yadunandana Dasa

Tuition: 1,450 Euros (Boarding and prasadam not included.)

For more information or registration, contact Alakananda Devi Dasi at

college@pamho.net; phone +32 (086) 323280; fax +32 (086) 322029.

Bhaktivedanta College/Vaisnava Theological Seminary, BLS asbl., Petite

Somme 2, B-6940 Durbuy, Belgium « www.bhaktivedantacollege.com

The ISKCON Ministry of Educational Development
offers its blessings and support to Bhaktivedanta College and the
important initiative it represents. This College forms the educational
foundation of the most effective, systematic, and comprehensive
educational program in ISKCON today. Education is our future.
—.S"('.)'(f Dasa, GBC Minister of Education

#The list may change slightly by the time the Program begins.

“#Vaisnava Training and Education. an initiative that promotes systematic
education within ISKCON. The Bhaktivedanta College is a combined effort

of the VTE and the VIHE (Vaisnava Institute for Higher Education).
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WHY DO WE CRITICIZE?
(continued from page 14)

This was unfortunate for Ramacandra
Puri, because he continued to offend
Vaisnavas wherever he went. Unlike
Gopala Cakravarti and Amogha, he
didn’t suffer some extreme material
condition. But also unlike them, he
didn’t have a change of heart or receive
love of God.

DILIGENT WORK

Suffering is not the only way to
change our attitudes and behaviors.
Ideally, we will gain insight into the
problem and then work diligently to
correct it. Recognizing and accepting
our difficulty is half the battle. Finding
a trusted devotee to confide in and seek
guidance from is helpful. Attentive,
focused, and prayerful chanting will
help us see things differently and in-
spire to change behaviors contrary to
devotional life. Incorporating daily
Prabhupada’s powerful teachings and
instructions from his books, tapes, and
videos will help us remember what
things are favorable and unfavorable
to our spiritual lives.

As we become happier and more
spiritually fulfilled, our desire to find
fault in others will proportionately di-
minish. And as we practice seeing the
good in others and serving them, the
Lord will reciprocate with our efforts
and we’ll make steady spiritual prog-
Tess.

The next time we feel the urge to
say something negative about some-
one, we should stop and ask ourselves,
“What is my motive for saying this?
What will Prabhupada think when he
hears me say this? Will this help me
develop my loving sentiments and
make spiritual progress?”

Often our answers to these ques-
tions will convince us to be silent. If we
commit ourselves to practicing absti-
nence from faultfinding, we'll reap the
abundance of spiritual rewards that
will follow. %

Arcana-Siddhi Devi Dasi was initiated
by Srila Prabhupada in 1976. She lives
with her husband and son in Baltimore,
Maryland, where she works as a family
therapist.



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature.” S’rmmd-thEgamram
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present S’}‘mmrf—Bhﬁgnvm‘(ma in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

AN ARENA
OF CURSES

As a great sacrifice was about to begin, Daksa,
a forefather of mankind, criticized the great Lord Siva,
his son-in-law. Now Nandisvara, a follower
of Lord Siva, retaliates by cursing Daksa’s followers
because they ignored Daksa’s offense.

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 2

21 9 TH[ERd WG e
SRR JeNgferdaal foret Welq

va etan martyam uddisya
bhagavaty apratidruhi

druhyaty ajhah prthag-drstis
tattvato vimukho bhavet

yah—who (Daksa); etat martyam—this body; uddisya—with
reference to; bhagavati—to Siva; apratidruhi—who is not

become.

Anyone who has accepted Daksa as the most important
personality and neglected Lord Siva because of envy is less

| PURPORT: The first curse by Nandi§vara was that anyone
| supporting Daksa was foolishly identifying himself with the
| body, and therefore, because Daksa had no transcendental
| knowledge, supporting him would deprive one of transcen-

dental knowledge. Daksa, Nandisvara said, identified him-

| self with the body like other materialistic persons and was
| trying to derive all kinds of facilities in relationship with
| the body. He had excessive attachment for the body and,
| in relation to the body. for wife, children, home, and other

such things, which are different from the soul. @ Therefore
Nandisvara’s curse was that anyone who supported Daksa
would be bereft of transcendental knowledge of the soul

| and thus also be deprived of knowledge of the Supreme
| Personality of Godhead.

envious; druhyati—bears envy; ajiah—Iess intelligent per- |
sons; prthak-drstih—the vision of duality; tattvatah—from |
transcendental knowledge; vimukhah—bereft; bhavel—may |

intelligent and, because of visualizing in duality, will be be- |

reft of transcendental knowledge.

22 31%5 cigctﬁg &I ulwgeqwa
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(1) What was Nandisvara’s first curse?
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

grhesu kiita-dharmesu
sakto gramya-sulchecchaya
karma-tantram vitanute
veda-vada-vipanna-dhih

grhesu—in householder life; kiita-dharmesu—of pretentious
religiosity; saktah—Dbeing attracted; gramya-sukha-icchaya
—by desire for material happiness; karma-tantram—fruitive
activities; vitanute—he performs; veda-vada—Dby the expla-
nations of the Vedas; vipanna-dhih—intelligence being lost.

Pretentiously religious householder life, in which one is at-
tracted to material happiness and thus also attracted to the
superficial explanation of the Vedas, robs one of all intelli-
gence and attaches one to fruitive activities as all in all.

PURPORT: Persons who identify with bodily existence are
attached to the fruitive activities described in the Vedic lit-
erature. For example, in the Vedas it is said that one who
observes the caturmasya vow will attain eternal happiness
in the heavenly kingdom. € In Bhagavad-gita, it is said that
this flowery language of the Vedas mostly attracts persons
who identify with the body. To them such happiness as that
of the heavenly kingdom is everything; they do not know
that beyond that is the spiritual kingdom, or kingdom of
God, and they have no knowledge that one can go there.
Thus they are bereft of transcendental knowledge. Such
persons are very careful in observing the rules and regula-
tions of household life in order to be promoted in the next
life to the moon or other heavenly planets. 1t is stated here
that such persons are attached to gramya-sukha, which
means “material happiness,” without knowledge of eternal,
blissful spiritual life.

23 g TR foeaieTa: o3:
Hipm: FiSEaldarT el RIS

buddhya parabhidhyayinya
vismrtatma-gatih pasuh

stri-kamah so sty atitaran
dakso basta-mukho ‘cirat

buddhya—by intelligence; para-abhidhyéayinya—by accept-
ing the body as the self; vismrta-atma-gatih—having forgot-
ten the knowledge of Visnu; pasiuh—an animal; stri-kamah
—attached to sex life; sah—he (Daksa); astu—Ilet; atitaram—
excessive; daksah—Daksa; basta-mukhah—the face of a
goat; aciratr—in a very short time.

(2) What type of persons are attached to “the

flowery language of the Vedas”?
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Daksa has accepted the body as all in all. Therefore, since
he has forgotten the visnu-pada, or visnu-gati, and is at-
tached to sex life only, within a short time he will have the
face of a goat.

24 fornaferform FHTETE STS:
HERf~oE A FH, AT,

vidya-buddhir avidydayam
karmamayyam asau jadah

samsaranty tha ye camum
anu sarvavamaninam

vidya-buddhih—materialistic education and intelligence;
avidyayam—in nescience; karma-mayyam—Tformed of
fruitive activities; asau—he (Daksa); jadah—dull; sarsa-
rantu—1let them take birth again and again; iha—here in
this world; ye—who; ca—and; amum—Daksa; anu—follow-
ing; Sarva—Siva; avamaninam—insulting.

Those who have become as dull as matter by cultivating
materialistic education and intelligence are nesciently in-
volved in fruitive activities. Such men have purposely in-
sulted Lord Siva. May they continue in the cycle of repeated
birth and death.

PURPORT: The three curses mentioned above are sufficient
to make one as dull as stone, void of spiritual knowledge,
and preoccupied with materialistic education, which is
nescience. After uttering these curses, NandiSvara then
cursed the brahmanas to continue in the cycle of birth and
death because of their supporting Daksa in blaspheming
Lord Siva.

25 R SR g Fgua qRom
T SfeTH: FE] aee:

girah Srutayah puspinya
madhu-gandhena bhiirina

mathna conmathitatmanah
sammuhyantu hara-dvisah

girah—words; srutayah—of the Vedas; puspinyah—flowery;
madhu-gandhena—with the scent of honey; bhiirind—pro-
fuse; mathna—enchanting; ca—and; unmathita-atmanah—
whose minds have become dull; sanmumuhyantu—Ilet them
remain attached; hara-dvisah—envious of Lord Siva.

May those who are envious of Lord Siva, being attracted
by the flowery language of the enchanting Vedic promises,
and who have thus become dull, always remain attached to
fruitive activities.
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PURPORT: @ The Vedic promises of elevation to higher

planets for a better standard of materialistic life are com- 5
pared to flowery language because in a flower there is cer- |

tainly an aroma but that aroma does not last for a very
long time. In a flower there is honey, but that honey is not
eternal.

26 TAET fgsT =3 YAfeRIeae:
forreR e A foerf~<ag

sarva-bhaksa dvija vrttyai
dhrta-vidya-tapo-vratah

vitta-dehendriyarama
yacakd vicarantv tha

sarva-bhaksah—eating everything; dvijah—the brahmanas;
vrityai—for maintaining the body; dhrta-vidya—having
taken to education; tapah—austerity; vratah—and vows;
vitta—money; deha—the body: indriya—the senses; aramah
—the satisfaction; yacakah—as beggars; vicaranfu—let them
wander; iha—here.

These brahmanas take to education, austerity, and vows only
for the purpose of maintaining the body. They shall be de-
void of discrimination between what to eat and what not to
eat. They will acquire money, begging from door to door,
simply for the satisfaction of the body.

PURPORT: The third curse inflicted by Nandisvara on the
brahmanas who supported Daksa is completely function-
ing in the age of Kali. The so-called brahmanas are no longer
interested in understanding the nature of the Supreme Brah-
man, although @ a brahmana means one who has attained
knowledge about Brahman. In the Vedanta-siitra also it is
stated, athato brahma jijfiasa: this human form of life is

| ally tries to attain the brahminical qualifications, they try to
hinder his progress.

This is the situation in the present age. Caitanya Maha-
prabhu condemned this principle very strongly. During His
conversation with Ramananda Raya, @ He said that re-
gardless of whether a person is born in a brahmana family
or studra family, regardless of whether he is a householder
or a sannyast, if he knows the science of Krsna he must be a
spiritual master. Caitanya Mahaprabhu had many so-called
sidra disciples like Haridasa Thakura and Ramananda
Raya. Even the Gosvamis, who were principal students of
Lord Caitanya, were also ostracized from brahmana soci-
ety, but Caitanya Mahaprabhu, by His grace, made them
first-class Vaisnavas.

27 T84 ga: AN g fgspor 3
T TIgS=eM SRIETUS Grddd]
tasyaivam vadatah Sapam
Srutva dvija-kulaya vai

bhrguh pratyasrjac chapam
brahma-dandam duratyayam

tasya—nhis (Nandisvara’s); evam—thus; vadatah—words;
sapam—the curse; srutva—hearing; dvija-kulaya—unto the

| brahmanas; vai—indeed; bhrguh—Bhrgu; pratyasrjat—

meant for realization of the Supreme Brahman, the Abso- |

lute Truth, or, in other words, human life is meant for one’s
elevation to the post of a brahmana.

Unfortunately the modern brahmanas, or so-called | o insurmountable. As the Lord states in Bhagavad-gita, the

brahmanas who come in originally brahminical families,
have left their own occupational duties, but they do not al-
low others to occupy the posts of brahmanas. The qualifica-
tions for brahmanas are described in the scriptures, in
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, and all other Vedic lit-
eratures. Brahniana is not a hereditary title or position. If
someone from a non-brahmana family (for example, one
born in a family of Siidras) tries to become a brahmana by
being properly qualified under the instruction of a bona fide
spiritual master, these so-called brahmanas will object. Such
brahmanas, having been cursed by Nandisvara, are actually
in a position where they have no discrimination between
eatables and noneatables and simply live to maintain the

made; §apam—a curse; brahma-dandam—the punishment
of a brahmana; duratyayam—insurmountable.

When all the hereditary brahmanas were thus cursed by
Nandisvara, the sage Bhrgu, as a reaction, condemned the
followers of Lord Siva with this very strong brahminical
curse.

PURPORT: The word duratyaya is particularly used in ref-

| erence to a brahmadanda, or curse by a brahmana. A curse
| by a brahmana is very strong; therefore it is called duratyaya,

perishable material body and its family. Such fallen condi- |
tioned souls are not worthy to be called brahmanas, but in |
Kali-yuga they claim to be brahmanas, and if a person actu- |

stringent laws of nature are insurmountable; similarly, if a
curse is uttered by a brahmana, that curse is also insurmount-
able. But Bhagavad-gita also says that the curses or bene-
dictions of the material world are, after all, material

(3) Why are Vedic promises of elevation to
heavenly planets compared to flowery
language? '

(4) What is the meaning of the word

“brahmana”?
(5) What did Lord Caitanya say is the quali-
fication for being a spiritual master?
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creations. @ The Caitanya-caritamrta confirms that that
which is accepted in this material world to be a benediction
and that which is taken to be a curse are both on the same
platform because they are material.

To get out of this material contamination, one should
take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as rec-
ommended in Bhagavad-gita (7.14): mam eva ve prapad-
yante mayam etam taranti te. The best path is to transcend
all material curses and benedictions and take shelter of the
Supreme Lord, Krsna, and remain in a transcendental posi-
tion. Persons who have taken shelter of Krsna are always
peaceful; they are never cursed by anyone, nor do they at-
tempt to curse anyone. That is a transcendental position.

28 WSR3 = M A
VST Mol FreaTafufo:

bhava-vrata-dhara ye ca
ve ca tan samanuvratah
pasandinas te bhavantu
sac-chastra-paripanthinah

bhava-vrata-dharah—taking a vow to satisfy Lord Siva; ye— |
who; ca—and; tan—such principles; |

who; ca—and; ye
samanuyvratah—following; pasandinah—atheists; te—they;
bhavantu—Ilet them become; sat-sastra-paripanthinah—di-
verted from transcendental scriptural injunctions.

One who takes a vow to satisfy Lord Siva or who follows
such principles will certainly become an atheist and be di-
verted from transcendental scriptural injunctions.

PURPORT: It is sometimes seen that devotees of Lord Siva
imitate the characteristics of Lord Siva. o For example,
Lord Siva drank an ocean of poison, so some of the follow-

ers of Lord Siva imitate him and try to take intoxicants like |

ganja (marijuana). Here the curse is that if someone fol-

lows such principles he must become an infidel and turn |

against the principles of Vedic regulation. It is said that such
devotees of Lord Siva will be sacchastra-paripanthinah,
which means “opposed to the conclusion of sastra, or scrip-
ture.” This is confirmed in the Padma Purana also. Lord Siva
was ordered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead to
preach the impersonal, or Mayavada, philosophy for a par-

(6) Why does the Caitanya-caritamrta say
that curses and benedictions are equal?
(7) How do followers of Lord Siva imitate

his drinking an ocean of poison?
(8) What philosophy does Lord Siva preach
in Kali-yuga?
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ticular purpose, just as Lord Buddha preached the philoso-
phy of voidness for particular purposes mentioned in the
sastras.

Sometimes it is necessary to preach a philosophical doc-
trine which is against the Vedic conclusion. @ In the Siva

| Purana it is stated that Lord Siva said to Parvati that in the

Kali-yuga, in the body of a brahmana, he would preach the
Mayavada philosophy. Thus it is generally found that the
worshipers of Lord Siva are Mayavadi followers. Lord Siva
himself says, mavavadam asac-chastram. Asat-Sastra, as ex-
plained here, means the doctrine of Mayavada impersonal-
ism, or becoming one with the Supreme. Bhrgu Muni cursed
that persons who worshiped Lord Siva would become fol-
lowers of this Mayavada asaf-sastra, which attempts to es-
tablish that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is imper-
sonal. Besides that, among the worshipers of Lord Siva there
is a section who live a devilish lifc..§rfmad-Bh(?gcwar(.'m and
Narada-paricaratra are authorized scriptures that are con-

| sidered sat-Sastra, or scriptures which lead one to the path

of God realization. Asat-sastras are just the opposite.

29 TEN ElR STERTERTRTIR:
o Rediemt o= 34 FeEe,
nasta-savca miudha-dhiyo
jata-bhasmasthi-dharinah

visantu siva-diksayar
yatra datvam surasavam

nasta-saucah—cleanliness being abandoned; miidha-dhiyah
—foolish; jata-bhasma-asthi-dharinah—wearing long hair,
ashes, and bones; visantu—may enter; Siva-diksayam—into
initiation of worship of Siva; yatra—where; daivam—are
spiritual; sura-asavam—wine and liquor.

Those who vow to worship Lord Siva are so foolish that
they imitate him by keeping long hair on their heads. When
initiated into worship of Lord Siva, they prefer to live on
wine, flesh, and other such things.

PURPORT: Indulging in wine and meat, keeping long hair
on one’s head, not bathing daily, and smoking garija (mari-

juana) are some of the habits which are accepted by foolish

creatures who do not have regulated lives. By such behav-

| ior one becomes devoid of transcendental knowledge. In

the initiation into the Siva mantra there are mudrikastaka,
in which it is sometimes recommended that one make his
sitting place on the vagina and thus desire nirvana, or disso-
lution of existence. In that process of worship, wine is needed,
or sometimes, in place of wine, palm tree juice which is con-
verted into an intoxicant. This is also offered according to
Siva-agama, a scripture on the method of worshiping Lord
Siva.
(continued in the next issue)



Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they’d like to start. You're invited.

Just give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list,
please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL. 32616, USA.

USA

CALIFORNIA: *Southern California — For all cities in Los Angeles County,
San Fernando Valley, and Orange County. call Nirantara Dasa at (310)
839-1572, nirantara@juno.com; Alpine — Radhanatha Dasa, (619) 659~
5728: Avalon — Syamasundara Dasa, (310) 510-0288 [Radio program
on 88.7 FM, Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 BM. J; Burlingame — Vaisesika Dasa
&Nirikula Devi Dasi, (650) 344-2446; Lancaster — Premamrta Dasi,
(661)942-1859; *Newbury Park — Mahasakti Dasa, (803) 480-9215,
mjahre@adelphia.net; Ojai — Urvasi Devi Dasl, (805) 646-7572; Penn
Valley — Rick & Judy Gross, (530) 432-0854: (714) 996-7262; Redwood
Valley — Prasanna Yoga Ashram (Iksviku Disa), (707) 485-3592;
Sacramento — Ganapati Dasa & Malati Devi Dasi, (916) 929-4557;
San Jose/Santa Cruz — Akriranatha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408)
353-9099; Visalia — Nagapatni Devi Dasi, (559) 734-4463, nagapatni
@aol.com

FLORIDA: Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism, (954) 345-
3456: Orlando — ISKCON Sunday Program, Shanti Mandir, [call
Dipa: (407) 788-7009]: Jaya Sila Dasa, (407) 290-1956

GEORGIA: Atlanta (Gypsy Market) — Madhava Priya Devi Dasi or Bhakta
Christopher, (404) 584-0987; Noreross — Gita Govinda Dasa & Gita
Devi Dasl, (770) 448-7556

HAWAIL: Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate, (808) 259-5429

ILLINOIS: Champaign-Urbana — Prthusrava Dasa & Danakeli Devi Dasi,
(217) 384-0699, krishnacenteruiuc@hotmail.com: DeKalb/Rockford/
Northern Illinois Area — Tamohara Dasa & Mantrini Devi Dasi, (815)
756-3456 Des Plaines — Radha-Gopala Dasa, (847) 768-9594; Naperville
— Nirantara Dasa & Premananda Devi Dast, (630) 753-9676; Ashok &
Preethy Menon, (630) 236-5747; Suresh & Gulshan Khattar, (630) 753-
9857: Palatine — Nachiketa Lolla, (847) 368-9363; Sacikumara Disa &
Prematarangini Devi Dasi, (847) 259-3703; Schaumburg — Amar
Upadhyay, (847) 969-1029

INDIANA: *Terra Haute — Kalpana Singh, (530) 759-7082

IOWA: lowa City — Gopila Dasa & Kalavati Devi Dasi, dasgopal@aol.com

KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankottha Dasa & Gopimata Devi Dasi, (785) 594-7091

MARYLAND: Baltimore — Dr. Jagdish & Kamud Patel (JTaya Gaurasundara
Dasa & Kaumodaki Devi Disi), (410) 788-3947; Potomac —
Devaprastha Dasa & Padmamalini Devi Dasi, (301) 299-1326; Silver
Spring — Mr, & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi Dasi, (301) 236-0564

MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Désa),
(781) 471-7911

MICHIGAN: Lansing — Palaka Dasa & family, (517) 484-7431; Niles — Prema
Bhakti Dasa & Tapati Dasi (Frank & Tanya Britton), (616) 687-9491

MINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy & Terry Devine, (952) 933-5408:
Golden Valley — Shashikant Bhojraj., (763) 522-4452

MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. 1. Varnasi, (603} 598-6939

NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (ﬁnmikzl Rsi Dasa),
(973) 989-9233; *Edison — Devakinandana Dasa, (732) 635-1904,
gauranitai@divinemellows.com; Edison — Anil Shibad, (732) 777-2599,
ashibad@aol, com; Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046; New
Brunswick — Subila Dasa, (732) 993-0622; Parsippany — Rahul
Kunderan, (973) 428-8119, rahul_kunderan@hotmail.com; New Jersey
Shore — Greg & Kristen, (908) 438-6670

NEW MEXICO: Silver City — Isdna Disa, (505) 534-8036

NEW YORK: Albany — Steve and Kelilalita Dasi, (518) 799-2172; Corona
(Queens) — ﬁivﬁr;‘aclhya Dasa (Jayant V. Surti & family), (718) 639-6580;
Rego Park — Nikufja-Behari Disa (Nikhil N. Trivedi & family),

(718) 897-2267

NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata
Disa & Krsna Kumari Devi Dast), (704) 825-3753: Chapel Hill —
Laksmi Nrsimha Dasa, (919) 928-0460; Sandy Ridge — Sivananda Dasa
& Mohana Mohini Devi Dasi, (336) 593-98588

OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House (Columbus), (614) 421-1661;
Cleveland — Krsnanandini Devi Dasl, (216) 681-2934: Jagannivasa Disa
& Mandira Devi Dasi, (216) 761-3954; Kent — Regular programs at Kent

State University [contact Krishna House (Columbus), (614) 421-1661]:
Jim Kelley, (330) 297-5353
PENNSYLVANIA: Bala Cynwyd — Dr. Arvind Sharma, (610) 667-5294;
Erie — Lila Kumara Devi Dasi, (814) 676-1791: Norristown — Radha
Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa), (610) 631-7653; State
College — Penn State Vedic Society, Arvind Mohanram, (§14) 231-8301;
*Youngsville — Stefanie Goodart, gitana@westpa.net
SOUTH CAROLINA: Manning (1-95, Exit 115), Sunset Inn, Sam & Savita
Patel, (803) 473-2561
TENNESSEE: Memphis — Ghansyham & Rani Heda, (901) 752-3967;
Nashville — Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh), (615) 896-3425
TEXAS: Austin — Rasajina Devi Dasi, (512) 255-7658, rasa@austin.rr.com
VIRGINIA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacara Dasa &
Mayapriva Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223; Norfolk — Lucille Vogel,
(757) 531-24064; Springtield — Sriman Dasa, (703) 455-1125
WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6325
WEST VIRGINIA: Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Melbourne — Vishal Sharma, (03) 9386-9169,
Vishal@tusc.com.au; *Tasmania — Bhakta Mick (0403) 696 305 (Hobart)

BELGIUM: Ghent — Bhakta Vincent Serbruyns, (09) 386-1117;

Madhava Dasa, (03) 828-6049

BOZNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: Sarajevo — Damodara Prema Disa,
+387 (033) 610 571, damodarprema@yahoo.com

BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Natarija Dasa, +35 (041) 263-4163

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Ormkira Diasa & Jadurani Devi Dasi (Om
& Jyoti Sharma), (403) 434-7343; London, Ontario — Radhika Parbhoo,
(519) 495-4623; Markham, Ontario — Prabhupada Dasa (V. B. Sharma),
(416) 294-9431; Salmon Arm, B.C. — Mukunda Madhava Dasa & Yasoda
Priya Devi Dasi. 6191 Trans-Canada Hwy, NW, Salmon Arm, B.C. VIE
4M2 (no phone); 8t. Jerome, Quebec — Jiva Disa and France,

(450) 431-8477, yves.st-pierre@sympatico.ca; Toronto — Ramananda Raya
Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held in
more than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow.

GERMANY: Hamburg — Jayagaura Disa, +49 (40) 410-2848 or +49 (4105)
12347: Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 655 23 72; Weimar — Katharina
Rauch, Am Jakobsfriedhof 1, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan, Mahavakya
Disa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa, (876) 706-2852,
bhagavata@hotmail.com; Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayananda Dasa & Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-3749;

Osaka — Satsvaripa Dasa & Jalangi Devi Dasi, (06) 352-0729

MEXICO: Tijuana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 686-6219

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Dasa, (07) 856-7608;
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga, ((7) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyatita Dasa, +458 (087} 644-6147; Bialystok —
Praciarinanda Disa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice — Yugala-Marti Disa,
+48 (032) 255-8557; Kielce — Laksmana Dasa, +48 (041) 331-77585; Lublin
— Posana Dasa, +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow — Vrndavana Candra Dasa.
48 (017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Disa, +48 (091) 34-5204;
Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 50 locations. For informa-
tion contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, (021) 88007

TURKEY: Istanbul — Acyuta Madhava Dasa, acyuta.madhava.jps@pamho.net;
Asli Han Aran, ahanal 08@hotmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than 20 cities. To
find one near you, or for help in starting one, contact ISKCON Reader
Services, PO. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK www.iskcon.org.uk.

#New or revised listing.
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A Personal Look
At the Nature of God

Why zmpersonalzst phzlosophers

("

e S o g s

The impersonal Brahman effulgence, upon which yogis meditat



God exists, and God is light

For those poor souls who dwell in night.

But doth a human form display

1o those who dwell in realms of day.
—William Blake (1757-1827)

v MAJOR PUBLISHER recently approached me to write a
book that would compare the more than one thousand
existing English translations of the Bhagavad-gita. I re-

phed to say I would censxder theu offcr, \and thhm a week i[
receWed ceial deliv : ! - '

pon which yogis meditate, emanates from the eternal form of Krsna.



Vaisnavas, worshipers of Krsna,
shun this idea of becoming “one with God,” saying
it is almost as repulsive as gross materialism.

God is an abstract force, an imperson-
al entity that lies beyond the purview
of the senses. The commentators
squeezed this out of the Sanskrit itself
and often made it the focus of their
analyses.

The impersonal or monistic concep-
tion of the Supreme—wherein one en-
visions God as an inconceivable force,
without form—is clearly a legitimate
part of what the Bhagavad-gita teaches.
But that part is eclipsed by the idea of
God as the Supreme Person. As Krsna
Himself says in the Gita (7.24), “Unin-
telligent people, who do not know Me
perfectly, think that I, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, was
impersonal before and have now as-
sumed this personality. Due to their
small knowledge, they do not know My
higher nature, which is imperishable
and supreme.”

And yet, despite the Gita's empha-
sis on God’s personhood, the imper-
sonalistic dimension of the Gita has
become more popular. Teachers in the
Krsna conscious tradition suggest that
the desire to depersonalize God comes,
on a subliminal level, from the desire
to avoid surrender. After all, if God i1s
a person, then questions of submission
and subservience come into play. If
God is a formless abstraction, we can
philosophize about it without a sense
of commitment, without the fear of
having to acknowledge our duty to a
higher being. Then again, maybe the
popularity of the impersonal concep-
tion, at least in relation to the Gira, can
be traced, plain and simple, to inad-
equate knowledge of Sanskrit.

Impersonalism really doesn’t even
make sense. Form is everywhere, from
mountain to snowflake. Everything has
form. Even invisible things have shape.
Consider the atom: Though we don’t
see it, we know it occupies definite
space, and with the proper equipment
we can perceive it. Deep down we
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know that in this world a thing and its |

form are inseparable.

And this, of course, 1s where the
theory of impersonalism comes in.
Impersonalists reason that if every-

thing in this world has form, everything |

in “that” world must be formless, for |

matter and spirit are seen as diametri-
cally opposed. While the premise here
may be true, the conclusion is illogical.
The reasoning is like the thinking of
a cow that has once run from a burn-
ing barn: whenever it sees red, it runs.
Similarly, everyone in this world knows
that material forms are temporary and
limited. This truth is embedded in our
consciousness, and we naturally (if
sometimes subliminally) apply it to
all form, never imagining that spiritual
form may have different characteris-
tics altogether. So we foist formless-
ness on God and on all spiritual phe-
nomena, inadvertently following a
tradition of impersonalism with the en-

thusiasm of a fire-fearing cow running |

from red.

It one studies the Gita in Krsna con-
sciousness, however, one sees clearly
that the person Krsna, also known as
Bhagavan (the Lord), reigns Supreme.
Nearly every verse stresses service to
Him. There is much evidence that the
Gita supports the personalistic doc-
trine. Krsna says, “I am at the basis of
the impersonal Brahman [the formless
Absolute].” (14.27) And when discuss-
ing the comparative value of the im-
personal and the personal, He says,
“Those who focus their minds on My
personal form, always engaged in wor-
shiping Me with intense spiritual faith,
are considered by Me to be most per-
fect.” (12.2) In other words, according
to the Gita the conception of God as a
person, to whom one may become de-
voted, is prior to and superior to the
conception of God as an impersonal
force, into which one may merge.

And what exactly is meant by “mer-
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ging”? Vaisnavas, worshipers of Krsna,
shun this idea of becoming “one with
God,” saying it is almost as repulsive
as gross materialism. Srila Prabhupada
says the idea is motivated by fear. In
his purport to Bhagavad-gita 4.10 he
writes:

It is difficult for a person who is too
materially affected to understand the
personal nature of the Supreme Ab-
solute Truth. . . . Consequently, they
consider the Supreme to be imper-
sonal. And because they are too ma-
terially absorbed, the conception of
retaining their personality after lib-
eration from matter frightens them.
When they are informed that spiri-
tual life is also individual and per-
sonal, they become afraid of be-
coming persons again, and so they
naturally prefer a kind of merging
into the impersonal void.

So just as impersonalism stems from
the fear that one will have to submit to
a higher entity, as stated earlier, we now
see that its concomitant “merging” is
also a product of fear—the fear that
one’s individual existence, with all its
imperfections, will continue into eter-
nity. But Vaisnavas promote a philoso-
phy of fearlessness, for they know that
spiritual personality is not beleaguered
by the limitations of matter. Some
scholars are wise to this too. Professor
Huston Smith, a prominent author and
teacher in the field of comparative re-
ligion, eloquently expresses the Vais-
navas’ distaste for merging with the
Supreme. He does this with the help of
a traditional bhakti poem written in
sixteenth-century India:

As healthy love is out-going, the
bhakta [devotee| will reject all sug-
gestions that the God one loves is
oneself, even one’s deepest Self, and
insist on God’s otherness. As a . ..
devotional classic puts the point, ©I
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want to taste sugar; I don't want to
be sugar.”

Can water quaff itself?

Can trees taste of the fruit they
bear?

He who worships God must stand
distinct from Him,

So only shall he know the joyful
love of God;

For if he say that God and he are
one,

That joy, that love, shall vanish in-
stantly away.

Pray no more for utter oneness
with God:

Where were the beauty if jewel
and setting were one?

The heat and the shade are two,

If not, where were the comfort of
shade?

Mother and child are two,

If not, where were the love?

When after being sundered, they
meef,

What joy do they feel, the mother
and child!

Where were joy, if the two were
one?

Pray, then, no more for utter one-
ness with God.

—poem by Tukaram

Is GOD REALLY
A PERSON?

Seeing the many impersonal trans-
lations and commentaries got my ire.
God is, first and foremost, a person.
Prabhupada is clear on this in his Gira
commentary, incredulous that anyone

could accept the impersonal idea of the
Absolute:

We cannot understand how the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead could
be impersonal; the imposition the-
ory* of the impersonalist monist is
false as far as the statements of the
Gita are concerned. Itis clear herein
that the Supreme Absolute Truth,
Lord Krsna, has both form and per-
sonality. (Bg. 7.24, Purport)

Even the findings of modern scien-
tists support this personalistic view.
Here is a particularly powerful state-
ment by Dr. John C. Cotran, who be-
fore he retired was Professor of Chem-
istry and the Chairman of the Science
and Mathematics Department at the
University of Minnesota:

Chemistry discloses that matter is
ceasing to exist, some varieties ex-
ceedingly slowly, others exceedingly
swiftly. Therefore, the existence of
matter is not eternal. Consequently,
matter must have had a beginning.
Evidence from Chemistry and other
sciences indicates that this beginning
was not slow and gradual; on the con-

*One class of impersonalists claims that
God’s impersonal feature is superior to His
form, which, they say, is an artificial impo-
sition created by the illusory energy. They
do not explain why or how God’s energy,
which is subservient to Him, can obscure
His form, nor can they reconcile their posi-
tion with scriptural statements.

Coming up in the next issu

o The Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Bhaktivedanta Archives
o A Journey from Prison to the Prison Ministry

o Social Dharma in Plato, Gandhi, Bhaktivinoda, and Prabhupada
o Seeing by Krsna’s Light
o (hanting with Reoard for the Lord’s Devotees
o Friendship with God
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trary, it was sudden, and the evidence
even indicates the approximate time
when it occurred. Thus at some
rather definite time the material
world was created and ever since has
been obeying law, not the dictates of
chance. Now, the material realm not
being able to create itself and its gov-
erning laws, the act of creation must
have been performed by some non-
material agent. The stupendous mar-
vels accomplished in that act show
that this agent must possess superla-
tive intelligence, an attribute of mind.
But to bring mind into action in the
material realm as, for example, in the
practice of medicine and the field
of parapsychology, the exercise of
will is required, and this can be ex-
erted only by a person. Hence our
logical and inescapable conclusion is
not only that creation occurred but
that it was brought about according
to the plan and will of a person en-
dowed with supreme intelligence
and knowledge (omniscience), and
the power to bring it about and keep
it running according to plan (om-
nipotence) always and everywhere
throughout the universe (omnipres-
ence). That is to say, we accept un-
hesitatingly the fact of the existence
of “the supreme spiritual being,
God, the creator and director of the
universe.”

IT GETS PERSONAL

Vaisnava devotees feel offended
when their beautiful Lord is described
as having no eyes, no mouth, no hair,
no form, and as a result, no love. To
deny God these distinct personal char-
acteristics is the height of arrogance.
Do humans have something that God
does not? Would this not make us
greater than He is—especially when it
comes to loving exchanges? We can
love, but God cannot?

To say that God is unlimited and
then to say that He cannot have a form
is contradictory. If He is unlimited, He
can do whatever He likes. And if lov-
ing exchange is the highest thing in cre-
ation, as most will admit, then God
would most definitely deign to be a
person, for loving exchange loses
meaning without personhood; it can
exist only between people.

Ultimately, Vaisnava philosophy
says that all conceptions of God are
included in the personal form of Sri



Once we recognize the absolute, complete,
and perfect nature of the Divine Being, we move
beyond the philosophy of impersonalism.

Krsna. The impersonal Brahman, ac-
cording to the tenets of Vaisnavism, is
but an aspect of the Absolute, which
by its very nature is endlessly qualified
and perfect in unlimited ways. Vais-
navas dismiss as absurd and meaning-
less the concept of the Absolute as
merely impersonal, beyond all thought
and speech. Such an Absolute cannot
stand, for it would cancel itself out. Our
very language disallows it: Even to say
that Brahman is inexpressible or un-
thinkable is to say or think something
about it.

Selﬁkarﬁt?{r}fﬂ, an eighth-century
Indian philosopher, was among the first
to emphasize the impersonal Absolute.
While he accepted the undifferentiated
Brahman as the sole category of exist-
ence, he failed to give a satisfactory

explanation of the world of appear- |

ance, which implies distinct qualities
(visesa) in Brahman. In other words,
how can a variegated world, with such
diverse attributes,come from an undif-
ferentiated Absolute? Impersonalist
philosophers say that all variety in the
material world is false and only the
Supreme Brahman, or Spirit, is real.
Vaisnavas counter that because the
world emanates from Brahman, if
Brahman is real how can the world and
its varieties be false? For example, if a
tree bears fruits, can anyone realisti-
cally claim that the tree is real but its
fruits are not?

THE LOGIC
OF PERSONALISM

The notion of personality is not only |

consistent with the infinite Godhead
but essential to it. The whole imperson-
alistic enterprise leaves some very ba-
sic questions unanswered. Consider
this: I'm a person. If my source is im-
personal, then where do I come from
and what am [ in an ultimate sense? If

my source is impersonal, how can [, a
person, relate to it? Moreover, even if
some kind of mystical, impersonal ex-
perience exists, such an experience al-
ways occurs to a person. It’s you and
I—people—who have the “imper-
sonal” exchange with God. In other
words, even if you call the exchange
impersonal, it must be considered a
variety of personal experience because
it happens to a person.

When all else fails, impersonalistic
philosophers generally grasp at one
well-worn argument: A qualified and
personal Absolute must be limited,
they say, because to attribute certain
qualities to it is to deny their opposites.
But impersonalists must understand
that it is not personification or the at-
tribution of character or qualities to the
infinite that limits it, but it’s these
things not carried to their fullest extent.
Chandogya Upanisad (7.14.4) says that
Brahman is not only endowed with
characteristics but displays such char-
acteristics in endless ways. For example,
Krsna’s form may seem limited in size,
but it is described as inconceivably “all-
pervading” as well. He has innumer-
able expansions and incarnations, and
He is endlessly beautiful. His wisdom
knows no bounds, and He experien-
ces unending bliss. In short, His form
is not like ours—it is entirely spiritual.
Countless scriptural verses support this
view, showing how He is, in fact, un-
limited.

Lord Caitanya argued that the im-
personalistic view of unqualified Brah-
man derives mainly from the indirect
meaning of Sanskrit words. He says
that the indirect meaning of words
(laksana vrii) is justified only where
the direct meaning (mukhya vriti)
doesn’t make sense. éaﬂkarécﬁl‘ya’s
exclusive emphasis on unqualified
Brahman conceals the direct and real
meaning of the scriptures, which more

often than not describes Brahman as
qualified.

How, then, can impersonalists who
accept the Vedic texts make any case
at all for a formless Absolute? To be
fair, we must admit that many texts
describe Brahman as unqualified. Ka-
tha Upanisad (1.3.15), for example, de-
scribes Brahman as being without
sound, touch, or form. This idea is ech-
oed in the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad
(1.4.10), where Brahman is said to be
without eyes, ears, speech, mouth, or
mind. But what does this really mean?

The celebrated philosopher Jiva
Gosvami, in the line of Lord Caitanya,
partly resolves the question by show-
ing that the word nirvisesa (“without
distinction or qualities™), for example,
is often used by the scriptures to deny
all prakyrta (material) qualities of Brah-
man and not to deny qualities as such.
If nirvisesa were used to deny qualities
as such, it would not be possible to at-
tribute to Brahman the qualities of
nityatva (eternity) and vibhitva (all-
pervasiveness), which even the follow-
ers of Sm‘lkzlrac{\rya accept as undeni-
able qualities of the Absolute. Jiva Go-
svami also quotes from the Visnu Pu-
rana to prove that although Brahman
does not have any ordinary, or ma-
terial, qualities, it has infinite transcen-
dental qualities.

Thus, Brahman, or God, cannot be
described as merely impersonal or
unqualified. Jiva Gosvami writes that
such a “Brahman™ is like a subject
apart from its predicates or a substance
apart from its attributes. Since the com-
plete (samyak) form of an object in-
cludes both its substance and its at-
tributes, the unqualified Brahman is
only an incomplete (asamyak) mani-
festation of the Absolute. Jiva Gosvami
insists that the personal Brahman in-
cludes the impersonal Brahman as the

(please turn to page 58)
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 17-May 16)

MAY

1—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of
Lord Caitanya’s principal
associates.

4—Beginning of Candana Yatra,
the festival of anointing Lord
Jagannatha with sandalwood pulp
for twenty-one days.

10—Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of
Lord Ramacandra. Appearance
anniversary of Srimati Jahnava
Devi, the consort of Lord Nitya-
nanda Prabhu. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Madhu Pan-
dita, a great devotee of Lord
Caitanya.

12—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

13—Rukmini Dvadasi, the ap-
pearance anniversary of Srimati
Rukmini Devi, the consort of
Lord Krsna as Dvarakadhisa, the
Lord of Dvaraka.

14—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a

CALENDAR

dedicated disciple of Srila Prabhu-
pada who helped him bring the
Rathayatra festival to the Western
world.

15—Nrsimha Caturdasi, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsimha,
Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-lion
incarnation. Fasting till dusk,
followed by feasting.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 17-June 14)

20—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramananda Raya, an intimate
associate of Lord Caitanya.

26—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

27—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Virndavana Dasa Thakura, the
author of Sri Caitan va Bhagavata, a
biography on Lord Caitanya.

JUNE

10—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, a
prominent spiritual master in the
Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya (dis-
ciplic succession), and the author of
Govinda-bhasya, an important
commentary on Vedanta-sitra.
Appearance anniversary of Srimati
Gangamata Gosvamini, a promi-
nent woman spiritual master in the
Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.

11—Pandava Nirjala Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans.

12—Srila Raghunatha Dasa Go-
svami’s chipped-rice-and-yogurt
festival at Panihati.

Month of Vamana
(June 15-July 13)

15—Disappearance of Sye‘tmﬁnanda
Pandita, one of the principal

followers of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

24—Disappearance anniversary
of Sri Srivasa Pandita, one of the
principal associates of Lord
Caitanya.

25—Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

29—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one
of the principal associates of Lord
Caitanya. Also, disappearance
anniversary of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. Fasting till noon, then
feasting.

30—Gundica-marjana. Festival of
cleansing the Gundicha temple in
Jagannatha Puri, India.

JULY

1—Lord Jagannatha's Rathayatra
in Jagannatha Puri. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Svaripa Dam-
odara and Srila Sivananda Sena,
intimate associates of Lord
Caitanya.

1()—5§a}-‘anﬁ Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

13—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Sanatana Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
First month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from green leafy
vegetables).

Month of Sridhara
(July 14-August 12)

18—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one
of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

21—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Lokanatha Gosvami, a great
devotee of Lord Caitanya.



FAMILY FORTUNE
(continued from page 16)

“You've got to help me.”

Reaching for the only solace she
could offer, Visnupriya told him that if
he prayed to Krsna, he would feel a lot
better.

Helplessly, Charles replied, “Re-
ally?”

The three of them decided to end
all of Charles’s treatment and bring
him back home. Godruma and Visnu-
priya would care for him and surround
him with their love—and with the
sound of the holy name. They told their
beloved father that they would play a
tape of Srila Prabhupada chanting the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra twenty-four
hours a day. Charles would only need
to listen. And to relieve his distress, he
could learn to chant Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare.

“I'm too old to learn that,” Charles
protested. “Can I just chant ‘Krsna,
Krsna'?”

“Absolutely,” they replied.

Difficult situations can often reveal
our dependence on God. There are, it
18 said, no atheists in the foxhole. And
the old fighter,in the depths of his help-
lessness and pain, was opening to the
possibilities of God’s love. He began
to love the sacred chanting that was his
constant companion.

When hospice workers visited the
house and asked about the unusual
music, Charles happily told them, “This
is our family music. Why don’t you sing
along?”

When faced with unbearable pain
or depression, Charles would call out,
“Krsna! Krsna!”

SACRED PROTECTION

During the summer of 2001, he
started having terrible apparitions. He
would see ghosts, skeletons, terrorists,
wild animals, and dead bodies.

In fright he would cry out, “They’re
coming to get me!”

Visnupriya and Godruma increased |
the spiritual protection. They placed |

sacred tulasi beads around his neck.
(He had been eating fulasi leaves of-
fered to Krsna since 1986 and was very
fond of them.) And every morning

| Godruma started giving him caran-
amrta (water that has bathed dei-
ties). In his line of vision they placed
large pictures of Srila Prabhupada,
Gaura Nitai (Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and Nityananda), Krsna-Balarama,
and Radha-Syamsundara.

Watching this, Charles quietly
noted, “You are preparing for my de-
parture.”

Visnupriya could only admit to the
truth.

“But,”she comforted him,*“we want
you to be surrounded by auspicious-
ness.”

As the terrible days of his increas-
ing illness passed, Charles began to find
more and more solace in Krsna con-
sciousness. Visnupriya and Godruma
would bring him special gifts from the
temple, such as prasadam, flower gar-
lands, and sanctified water. He rejoiced
in the smallest signs of Krsna’s mercy
on him.

One day Charles suffered a great
deal and was afraid. Visnupriya gave
him a Back to Godhead magazine, and
he was pleased to recognize the picture
of Nagaraja Dasa, whom he had met.

*“Oh, I know him!” Charles said, “I
think I'll read this magazine.”

Reading Back to Godhead helped
calm him down.

Godruma and Visnupriya read to
him as much as they could from the
Bhagvad-gita and Kysna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Charles lis-
tened to the reading intensely.

“I don’t understand everything you
read,” he told them, “but please con-
tinue. I love to listen.”

In September the nurses said they
saw a difference in Charles. He seemed
peaceful, even though his physical de-
terioration continued unabated. One
evening Visnupriya was sitting at his
side when she noticed he was smiling.

“There’s someone standing at the
foot of my bed,” he told her.

“Who is it, Dad?” she asked.

_ Charles pointed to the picture of
Srila Prabhupada near his bed.

“It’s him.”

Incredulous, Visnupriya grabbed
Charles’s hand.

“Are you sure?”

SYes

Charles smiled.

“Dad, you're going to be O.K.,”
Visnupriya said in wonder. “You have
the shelter of Srila Prabhupada.”

When this happened several more

u

(See “Centers,” pages 59-61.)

yOt;t're Jnvited!
| The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special festi-
val every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. Come by
and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call
your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

il
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times, Visnupriya let go of her own fear
and worry. Obviously, her father-in-law
was under much greater care than her
own.

A BLESSED END
In the final weeks of September, as
the level of pain greatly increased,
Charles became peaceful. He loved

looking at his picture of Srila Prabhu-
pada. Then, on October 2, Charles
found it difficult to breathe. Godruma
had been giving him sacred Ganges
water every morning and evening for
the past two weeks, and he was eat-
ing fulasi from a garland from Radha-
Syamsundara in Vrndavana, India.
The nurse told Godruma and Visnu-
priva that their father had just a few
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hours to live.

They were filled with a jumble of
feelings. They loved him dearly and
didn’t want to say good-bye, but there
was no chance of recovery. They had
hoped and prayed that he would find
his own way to Krsna, and he had.
Death would not end the real Charles,
the spiritual being who had come to
love the sound of Krsna’s name. It
would only end his body. Whatever lay
ahead for Charles was surely wonder-
ful and auspicious.

Godruma and Visnupriya sat chant-
ing as Charles gradually dimmed from
consciousness. They urged him to chant
Krsna’s name.

With great difficulty, Charles said,
Ay TG s g K
Siananag

Those were his last words before he
lost awareness. His son and daughter-
in-law continued to chant. They
anointed his body with sacred water
and marked him with tilaka (sacred
clay). Sashi Mukhi arrived and joined
in the chanting. The room was tranquil
and charged with spiritual energy. At
11:00 P.M., he stopped breathing.

Visnupriya and Sashi Mukhi, filled
with the peace of the room, went out-
side. They gazed up at the moon. It
seemed so bright, and the sky was
beautifully clear. They considered that
according to the Vedas that particu-
lar full moon—occurring during the
month of Purusottama—was an auspi-
cious time, and they marveled at the

| way Charles had transformed his life

into something so pleasing to the Lord.
They rejoined Godruma and spent

| the night chanting and reading the

Bhagavad-gita.

Krsna Svartipa Dasa from the Ala-
chua temple community performed the
last rites for Charles before cremation.
Following Vedic custom, on the thir-
teenth day after his departure the fam-
ily sponsored feasts in his memory at

| ISKCON temples in Alachua, Atlanta,
and Hyderabad. @

| Sukhada Devi Dasi, a disciple of Srila

Prabhupada, lives in Alachua, Florida,
with her husband, Puskara Dasa (the
artist), and their twelve-year-old daugh-
ter, Prtha. Sukhada teaches at the Ala-

| chua Learning Center, a state-spon-
| sored school run by devotees.



Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama’)




The Padayatra cart rolls
past an alpine pan-
orama around Lake
Bohinj (opposite page).
Nirmala-prema Devi
Dasi and Bhaktin
Marina (right) stayed
on Padayatra full time
fo care for the deities
Nitai-Gauranataraja
and the Tulasi plant
(above, right). Six-year-
old Syamananda
(above) wears a
Syamananda T-shirt.



ECO-CARAVAN

Slovenia Padayatra 2002

Krsna devotees launch an annual Padayatra,
or “walking festival,” in part of former Yugoslavia.

E'LL ORGANIZE a Padayatra
this summer,” said Ljubljana
temple board member Lalita-

Govinda Dasa at the start of 2002.

It was the middle of winter, and we
were skeptical but willing to help. We
were due for a change. In the last sev-

eral years, we hadn’t embarked on any
major projects to spread Krsna con-
sciousness in Slovenia.

The Padayatra project seemed im-
probable at first, but things began to
work out well. Lalitd-Govinda’s enthu-

siasm generated a spiritual mood, and

the devotees cooperated. Thanks to
financial and practical help from our
congregation, Padayatra started taking
shape. The state authorities granted us
permission to drive an ox-cart on the
roads, and we borrowed an ox, built and
painted an ox-cart, and put together a
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sound system. Unity and harmony pre-
vailed as we got ready to give Slove-
nians the gift of Krsna consciousness.
We titled our excursion “Eco-Caravan
—Slovenia Padayatra 2002.”

“The eco-caravan is a great chance
for devotees to spend time together
and live simply in nature, without the
unnecessary comforts that materialis-
tic society is based on,” says I$ana Dasa,
who works in Ljubljana and conducts
a correspondence course on Krsna con-
sciousness. “It can help devotees
strengthen their character and gain
valuable realizations for their spiritual
progress.”

We produced Padayatra T-shirts and
posters, as well as a music-and-chant-
ing CD called “Padayatra 2002.”

THREE-WEEK WALK

The Padayatra ran from July 1 to
July 21 and covered 170 kilometers.
Because we started on the Adriatic
coast, a tourist haven, we published an
introductory brochure about Pada-
yatra and Krsna consciousness in four
languages: Slovene, English, Italian,
and German.

The Padayatra was divided into two

Bhakta Matej
(right) raises his
arms in enthusi-

asm the first day,
just after the cart-
assembly is
finished and Srila
Prabhupada has
taken his place.
Bhima (below)
greets students
and their teacher
during the last
day on the coast;
Bhakta Rok and
Lalita-Govinda
Dasa are the
drivers at the
rear. Romapati
Govinda Dasa
(opposite page,
left) performed
many services.
The group begins
its walk (opposite
page, right) on a
weekend, with
more than
seventy devotees
taking part.




Slovenia

MUMCHEN 358 km
SAUERURG Sro km

AUSTRIA

®  BUDAPEST 240 km

Holneces

[
MILAND gazkm 00
VENEZIA 158 km _{

CROATIA

Padayatra routes are in white, on the coast and at top left. 4 ; « s =

CAPITAL: Ljubljana (pronounced “Lubyana”) POPULATION: 2,000,000
GOVERNMENT: Parliamentary democratic republic SIZE: Slightly smaller than New Jersey, USA
PRESIDENT: Janez Drnovsek (since December 2002) LANGUAGES: Slovene, Hungarian, [talian
FORMER PRESIDENT: Milan Kucan (He and his RELIGION: 70% Roman Catholic

wife met Hare Krsna devotees.) TERRAIN: Half forested, with mountains, valleys,
HISTORY: Gained independence from Yugoslavia in 1991 rivers, and a short coastal strip
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While Margatita Dasa (right), the cook, prepares
breakfast, devotees attend a talk by Tapta
Kaiicanadi Dasa (top), who organized slide
shows and street chanting in the cities. Vrajendra-
kumara (above), a special deity of Krsna
belonging to Radharamana Dasa, visited the
Padayatra at various spots along the route.
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parts. After walking along the Adriatic
coast, we went to the mountains and
circled Lake Bohinj (Slovenia’s larg-
est lake) and Lake Bled (famous for
its seventeenth-century island church).

Twenty-two devotees walked full
time, and others came along on their
free days. The high point was a week-
end day when seventy-four devotees
showed up.

Tents (below)
reserved for a
group of Boy
Scouts ended
up sheltering
devotees when
the Scouts
canceled their
reservation.
Left: Firewood
courtesy of the
team of
Bharata Dasa
(left) and
Nrsiritha Seva
Dasa.

“When people saw the happy and
enthusiastic devotees on the road,” said
Lalita-Govinda, “the devotees’ mood
was transferred to them,”

During the walking days, the ox-cart
rolled while devotees sang the Hare
Krsna mantra and distributed Srila
Prabhupada’s books and free bro-
chures and cookies. The colorful cara-
van attracted many tourists’ cameras.

“People in villages happily greeted
us,” said I$ana Dasa.“On village roads,
people passing by in cars stopped for
cookies. When we chanted amid tour-
ists, they gathered and asked us about
the chant and—what to them—were
other extraordinary things.”

Our base shifted every few days.
We stayed in tents at tourist camps
and at schools in villages. We had six
bases on the coast and three in the
mountains.

“The first night,” said Bhakta Matej,
a college student, “we drove to a school
with all of our equipment, and [ was
surprised that the woman in charge was
waiting up for us till a late hour. That
was a good sign. She was very nice.”

CAMPSITE PROGRAMS

One radio station faithfully ran two
broadcasts about Padayatra every day,
and we received other radio and news-
paper coverage. Each evening, we held

two programs. For the benefit of people
in nearby towns, we went out and
chanted the holy names. For guests vis-
iting our base, we offered prasadam, a
puppet show, melodious bhajanas,
Bharat Natyam dancing, and a slide
show about India.

“In one camp we had the whole pro-
gram,” said Matej, “and the best part
was Sri Radhika Devi Dasi’s dancing
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Renewing the Unity in “(ommunity”

This history was compiled by Alesh
Chrnich, who wrote the first Ph.D.
thesis on the Hare Krsna move-
ment in Slovenia. He is now doing
further research in India.

THE PADAYATRA was organized
largely for devotees as a way to
renew their unity, because in the
past six or seven years many devo-
tees’ lives had changed, sometimes
in disappointing ways. After the
“Hare Krsna Centre” opened in
Ljubljana in 1993, thirty to forty
devotees lived there together for a
few years. Ten began distributing
two thousand books a week
throughout the country. In 1994,
Transcendence—a devotee band—
emerged as part of the commu-
nity’s activities and for several
summers played successful con-
certs across Slovenia. The bound-
aries began to diminish between
initiated devotees living in the
temple and uninitiated ones from
the congregation, who lived on
their own and worked or studied.
For six weeks—also during the
summer of 1994—Padayatra
Europe entered Slovenia with a
bullock cart on a historic walk

from London to Moscow. This was
part of the centennial celebration
of Srila Prabhupada’s birth—
Padayatras in a hundred countries.
The Ljubljana devotees success-
fully advertised the caravan and

joined in its travels. Some even
walked to Moscow.

By the end of 1996 (the Cen-
tennial year), sixty devotees lived
at the temple. Only two couples
had gotten married and moved
out. In 1996 a summer camp was
organized in Croatia, and for the
first time initiations were con-
ferred upon congregational mem-
bers from Slovenia. Toward the
end of 1997 and in 1998, many
devotees moved out of the temple
and joined the growing congrega-
tion. Some were getting married,
and some were dissatisfied with
the leadership or the strictness of
temple life. Sanghas, or weekly
group meetings of congregational
members, became a regular acti-
vity. Some gurus who preached
in Slovenia left ISKCON at this
time, and in 1999 practically all the

Sr1 Panica-
tattva (Lord
Caitanya
and His four
main asso-
ciates) on
their new
altar at the
Ljubljana
Hare Krsna
temple.

senior devotees left the tem-
ple. A large number of other
gurus visited during this period,
however, and many devotees
received initiation from them.
Today, a hundred devotees
form the core of the community,
and twice as many are less active.
Most of the active members are
about thirty years old and are
well-educated by Slovene stan-
dards. Half of them are married
and have full-time jobs, and a
third of them are students.
Twenty devotees now live in
the temple, some of whom have
jobs. Ananta Dasa, the temple
president, initiated in 2002, is
earning a Ph.D. in engineering,
This year ISKCON Slovenia
celebrates the twentieth anniver-
sary of its registration as a religion
in the Republic of Slovenia.

ISKCON owns two former school buildings
near the centrally located Tivoli Park. Sixty
vears ago these buildings were used as a Nazi
prison. The male prisoners made a famous
escape by removing their clothes to squeeze

through the bars on the windows. Years later, in
front of the buildings, the city of Ljubljana
commemorated the event by erecting a concrete
plaque with the names of the escapees, and a
metal statue of a naked man leaving the prison.
Today the statue reminds the Hare Krsna people
more of Sukadeva Gosvami, the young tran-
scendental narrator of the Stimad-Bhagavatam,
who left home naked because he was completely
detached from bodily conceptions.



with the children. They really enjoyed
it. She showed them the steps, and they
all danced together.”

“For two nights,” said Bharata
Dasa, a temple devotee, “we stayed in
a tourist camp that sponsored various
evening programs for children. On the
first night, the leader of the program
encouraged children to repeatedly
shout the Fred Flintstone line “Yaba-
daba-doo!” All the kids were shouting
for ten minutes. The devotees joked
about how nice it would be if these
children were shouting the names of
the Lord. The next evening it was our
turn to perform, and we had a puppet
show about Krsna lifting Govardhana
Hill. As I introduced each character in
the puppet show, I asked the children
to welcome the puppets by raising their
hands and shouting ‘Haribol!’ The re-
sponse was amazing: Krsna, Nanda,
and the cowherds were enthusiastically
welcomed with cries of ‘Haribol!” And

Mahaprabhu
Gaura Dasa
(above), a
full-time
book distri-
butor during
Padayatra,
gives a
brochure
and cookie
to a driver.
At right, he
hands the
Bhagavad-
gitd and a
Padayatra
CD to girls
at a camp.
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during the show, whenever a new char-
acter appeared the children greeted
him with more shouts of ‘Haribol!™™

PEACEFUL BHIMA THE OX

The main attraction of Padayatra
was Bhima, a brown seven-year-old ox
with a sweetly innocent demeanor,
named after the strongest Pandava
brother. It was impossible not to no-
tice this gentle ox weighing more than
a thousand kilos.

“I remember many people, espe-
cially parents with children, coming to
pet Bhima or feed him grass as they
talked with us,” said Matej.*Some chil-
dren were put on Bhima’s back, and
their parents proudly took photos.”

Our original plan was to borrow the
ox for Padayatra only, but later we re-
alized that sending Bhima back to his
owner was sending him to certain
death. He was scheduled to be sold and
slaughtered. So we bought him. Now
he has a new home—a small cowshed
built just for him on a devotee’s farm-
land. It was a happy ending for fortu-
nate Bhima, or, really, just a beginning,
because the Slovenia Padayatra will
be an annual event. We intend to find
him a companion. Some devotees are
inheriting farmland from their par-
ents and are eager to take up farming
and cow protection. Two-thirds of the
people of Slovenia still live in a rural
environment.

The experience we gained on our
first Padayatra strengthened our faith
in Lord Krsna. We're confident that
Padayatra 2003—this July—cannot
be anything but successful. We are
even hoping to make it international
by inviting devotees from neighboring
countries.

Kisora Dasa, a lawyer in Ljubljana, will
soon spend a year in India. )

Tattvavit Dasa, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada who has visited Slovenia
four times, helped BTG produce this
article.

See an expanded photo gallery for
this article at www.krishna.com/373
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At a city festival (left), the magic of the chanting
draws part of the crowd of fifteen thousand. The
small stage is lit by torches set on decorative strips
on the sidewalk. In the alpine region (opposite page,
bottom), devotees chant rain or shine. A reporter
(below) gets the story from Gargamuni Dasa, who
took care of communications. Sri Radhika-carana-
renu Devi Dasi (bottom), adorned for traditional
Indian dance, teaches children a few steps for
dancing to Hare Krsna music.
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7. Dasyam

Becoming
The Lord’s Servant

Service to the Lord is so intimate
that He offers it to only the most trustworthy souls.

by Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi

In Srimad-Bhagavatam, the devotee Prahlada Mahardja, a great spiritual authority, says, “Hearing and
chanting about the transcendental holy name, form, qualities, paraphernalia, and pastimes of Lord Visnu
[Krsna], remembering them, serving the lotus feet of the Lord, offering the Lord respectful worship . . .,
offering prayers to the Lord, becoming His servant, considering the Lord one’s best friend, and surrendering
everything unto Him (in other words, serving Him with the body, mind, and words)—these nine processes
are accepted as pure devotional service. One who has dedicated his life to the service of Krsna through these
nine methods should be understood to be the most learned person, for he has acquired complete knowl-
edge.” Here we continue our series on the nine processes of bhakti-yoga, or devotional service to the Lord.

ICTURE this classified ad: “SERVANT NEED-

ED. Must be qualified to anticipate and ful-

fill the master’s every desire without direct in-
struction. Must be available 24/7, with no time off
for sick leave, vacations, or holidays. Should be will-
ing to sacrifice life if needed. No salary. Modest
meals and humble dwelling provided, along with
much good will if the master is satisfied.”

Would there be many takers? The position of
servant is the lowest in the socio-economic hierar-
chy. Servants collect garbage tossed aside by the rest.
Always under orders from others,servants have the
least liberty to pursue their own dreams and goals.
Servants are overworked, unnoticed, underpaid, un-
appreciated.

As modern-day materialism deteriorates higher
spiritual values, repugnance for servitude follows
like a virus. The once noble, beloved, trusted ser-
vant has become a paid lackey, coldly measured by
productivity, subject to impersonal obligations and

betrayals. Though savvy bosses train employees to
superficially delight the “always-right” customer, ser-
vice jobs carry limited respect and value.

In such an atmosphere we approach the next pro-
cess of devotional service: dasyam, the rendering of
personal service to God. Here we step beyond ma-
terialistic views of servitude. Ideally, service leads
the servant to become a confidante of the served.
Service to God is so intimate that He offers it only
to the most trustworthy souls.

Dasyam refers to a heartfelt yearning to be of
personal service to the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna. It
is the ultimate expression of humility, yet it is bold
in its aspiration to such a lofty position.

To attain dasyam one must completely under-
stand that God is a person. He is not our creation.
Rather, Krsna is a person of such wonder and mag-
nitude that this vast, imponderable world is just a
tiny spark of His creative ability. To serve Krsna we
must come to know this magnificent person and

Because of his pure submission to Lord Ramacandra, the devotee
Hanuman is considered the emblem of service fo God.
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understand His desires.

Just as famous or wealthy people
don’t allow just anyone into their per-
sonal employ, Lord Krsna accepts
personal service only from the pure-
hearted. He sees when service is taint-
ed by selfish motives. And while He
kindly recognizes all attempts at ser-
vice, the self-centered cannot attain
intimate, truly personal service.

Two NOTED SERVANTS

The Ramayana offers an extraordi-

nary example of personal service. Lord |

Rama, the celebrated incarnation of
Krsna, loses his wife, Sita, to a kid-
napper. Traveling to her rescue, Rama
meets the monkey warrior Hanuman,
who scours the earth and leaps the
ocean to find Sita. Lord Rama did not
have to instruct Hanuman or offer end-
less encouragement; because of Hanu-
man’s pure love for the Lord, the op-
portunity to serve enthralled him.

During his search, Hanuman was
captured and tortured by the kidnap-
per Ravana. Yet Hanuman'’s desire to
serve remained unchanged.“An appar-
ently pitiable condition in devotional
service may appear distressing to the
inexperienced student,” writes Srila
Prabhupada in The Nectar of Devotion,
“but the feelings of the devotee in this
pitiable condition are considered to be
ecstatic by expert devotees.”

Service to Krsna is described as |

both the means and the end. It is not
simply a step to bigger things. In this

world, who aspires to remain a ser-
vant for life? We expect some kind of

payback—money or prestige. But spiri- |

tual servitude completely satisfies the
servant. Hanuman prayed to Lord
Rama:“My dear Lord, if You like You
can give me salvation from this mate-
rial existence, or the privilege of merg-
ing into Your existence, but I do not
wish any of those things. I do not wish
anything which diminishes my relation-
ship with You as servant to master,
even after liberation.” (The Nectar of
Devotion)

Daruka, Krsna’s chariot driver, once
prayed to the Lord to remove the ec-
stasy he felt as he fanned the Lord to
cool Him. Daruka’s powerful spiritual
bliss interfered with his concentration
on his simple service, and he begged
the Lord to help him control his over-
whelming spiritual pleasure.

Daruka and Hanuman knew clearly
the wishes of their masters, and the

venerated Vedic scriptures herald them |

as great servants of God. Today, how-
ever, you may rightly ask who could be
more presumptuous than one who
claims to know God’s will. Although
Lord Krsna reveals His will in general
through scripture, His immediate will
is veiled by layers of illusion wrapped
about our hearts. While we are under
the spell of this world, we cannot pre-
sume that we're qualified to be Krsna’s

servant. That would be prideful and |

offensive to the Lord and to the pure
souls who offer selfless, unblemished
service.

SERVANT
OF THE SERVANT

So for us, dasyam means not to serve
the Lord directly, but to serve those
who serve Him. Indeed, if we are hon-
est within ourselves, we'll admit that
even that position is perhaps too ex-
alted for us. Our aspiration should
rather be to serve the servants of the
servants of the servants of the Lord,
stretching our humility as far as our
realizations will allow. It is said that the
servants of the Lord are even kinder
than the Lord Himself. So even if we're
impure, they can accept on His behalf
our clumsy attempts to serve Him with-
out offense.

That's one reason we need a guru
to attain dasyam. But who is a guru?
In spiritual life, external appearance is
irrelevant. People claiming a direct link
to God may be simply advertising
themselves as fools, captivated by a
desire to be God’s best servant, bask-
ing in the praise of others. A true ser-
vant of God finds joy in serving the
servants of God. So great is the plea-
sure found in the effort and sacrifice
of such service that misery arises when
pride obstructs it. True humility thus
naturally appears in a true guru, whose
heart is ever-satisfied as the servant of
Krsna's servants. {2

Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi is a frequent
contributor to Back to Godhead. She
lives with her husband and daughter in
Gainesville, Florida.

SEND BTG TO THE LIBRARY

The Prabhupada Rasamrita Trust is an endowed Trust that gives

Back to Godhead subscriptions and Srila Prabhupada’s books to libraries in
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patron who’d like to see BTG and Prabhupada’s books in your library.
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“WHAT IS THE VALUE?”
(continued from page 17)

about treatment. When it is purified, by
Krsna consciousness, then the mind is
controlled, the intelligence is properly
acting, and the soul is in his proper po-
sition. Therefore, those who are under
treatment must observe it strictly. They
must not do something wrong, such
that the treatment may be hampered.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, philoso-
phers generally try to use their minds
to speculate about the nature of the
soul. But with the mind alone, they can
never understand.

Srila Prabhupada: Just like the mad-
man is speculating. He is thinking, “I
am president.” He is lving down on the
street. “Oh, I am completely indepen-
dent. Why shall I go on the foot path?”
Dr. Mize: When the soul was in the
spiritual sky, he also had a mind and
an intelligence like he has here?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Yes. Unless
he has got a mind, how does he misuse
his intelligence?

Dr. Mize: But he misused that intelli-
gence in his freedom, his independence.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Yes. In the spiri-
tual world, the mind is there also. Spiri-
tual mind. Everything is spiritual. There
is nothing material. The body is spiri-
tual; the mind, spiritual; the intelli-
gence, spiritual; each person, spiritual;
the land, spiritual; the water, spiritual.
Everything is spiritual. That is the spiri-
tual world.

Here in the material world, except
the spirit soul everything is material.
And he is encumbered with this ma-
terial atmosphere, by twenty-seven
strata, layers. For instance, the five gross
elements, then ten senses, and then
three gunas, or modes of nature.

In this way, there are twenty-seven
layers. The soul is within, and he has
to be taken out. That is called libera-
tion. For instance, if you are covered
with twenty-seven layers of dirty things,
it is a very difficult position. But there
is a process to clear the garbage and
take the soul out. That is this Krsna
consciousness movement—to take the
soul out of the covering of twenty-
seven layers of material atmosphere.
That sloka we read before says nasta-
prayesu abhadresu: “almost cleansed”
—prayesu abhadra. Abhadra means

| dirty things. So this clearing process is

going on. When the soul is almost
cleansed, he feels,“Oh . . .”

And that process: nityamn bhagavata-
sevaya—constantly being engaged in
the service of the Bhagavata: the gran-
tha, or book, Bhagavata and the per-
son Bhagavata. Then the covering will
be cleansed away.

And then, when the soul comes out,

that is brahma-bhutah prasannatma:
“Oh, I am now free.” Na socati na kan-
ksati—no more lamentation, no more
greediness. Everything finished. Then
he begins his real business, as part and
parcel of God. That is perfection.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, in the thir-
teenth chapter of Bhagavad-gita,*Na-
ture, the Enjoyer, and Consciousness,”
in texts six and seven, Lord Krsna men-
tions those twenty-seven coverings:
“The five great elements, false ego, in-
telligence, the unmanifest, the ten
senses, the mind, the five sense objects,
desire, hate, happiness, and distress, the
aggregate, the life symptoms, and con-
victions—all these are considered, in
summary, to be the field of activities
and their interaction.”
Srila Prabhupada: In material life,
these are our field of activities. The
body is a combination of all these
things, like a huge computer. The body
is made of these material things, but the
mechanical parts are very minute, dif-
ferent. All these are matter. But within
this matter, because the soul is there,
this finest machine is working. Just like
our composition machine for publish-
ing my books—kut-kut-kut-kut-kut.
But one has to push the button; other-
wise, it is useless. However very nicely
made the machine, without a living
being’s touch, it is useless. So this whole
big machine, the material body, is won-
derful so long as the soul is there. And
as soon as the soul is out, the body is a
lump of matter. Useless. Not worth a
penny. Throw it away.

But in modern civilization, we are
giving importance to the machine—not
to the person who is dealing with the
machine. This is the folly of modern
civilization. We are thinking like a child:
“The machine is working indepen-
dently.” But that is not the fact. The big
airship, the 747, is flying because the
pilot is there. And the pilot is a soul,
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covered by another bodily machine.
And that is the missing point in mod-
ern civilization: who is working with
the machine. That they do not know.
Thatisignorance. [tissaid . . . [glancing
at a disciple:] you see Bhagavad-gita
isvarah sarva-bhitanam hrd-dese
‘rjuna tisthati/ bhramayan sarva-
bhiutani yantraridhani mayaya. Yantra
means “machine.” So the modern edu-
cation is missing the pilot. They are sim-
ply wandering with the machine.
[Glancing again at the disciple:] Read
it.
Disciple: “The Supreme Lord is situ-
ated in everyone’s heart, O Arjuna,
and is directing the wanderings of all
living entities, who are seated as on a
machine, made of the material energy.”
Srila Prabhupada: That's it. They do not
consider this body a machine. In spite
of all education, they are thinking there
is no other element than this machine.

And yet actually, they are finding that
such a big, nice machine as a compu-
ter—without an operator, it does not
work. And this huge machine, the ma-
terial nature, is working without any
spiritual touch? Just see how much

foolishness. They think, “Automatically |

working. Nature is working automati-
cally.” Do they not think this?
Dr. Mize: They think there’s a mind, but
not a soul.
Srila Prabhupada: No, that’s all right.
Something is there which is working.
Now, that may be debatable—you call
it soul or mind. That is the next under-
standing. But the machine is not work-
ing independently. That should be
understood first. Then how the ma-
chine is working—that will be the next
chapter.

So they have no understanding,
even, of how the machine is working.
Miidho ’yam nabhijanati loko mam

ajam avyayam. ... Mayadhyaksena
prakrtih siiyate sa-caracaram: God is
directing everything—that fact these
miidhas, asses, do not know.

So if you do not know how the ma-
chine is working, then what is the value
of your education? Education means
enlightenment. But you do not know
what is the final cause. That huge body
is working as nature: so many planets—
big planets like the sun and moon—
they are floating in the air. Who has
made this arrangement? We see it ev-
ery day. And yet these great professors
will never accept that God is the origi-
nal cause. That thing does not come to
their brain. They are putting forward
different theories, and those are being
accepted. One theory is accepted to-
day, and tomorrow, “No, this is not ac-
cepted any longer. Here is another—an
advanced theory.” That “advanced”
means he does not know. {2

THE NATURE OF GOD
(continued from page 39)

formless luster of His divine form
(anga-kanti). In Prabhupada’s words,
the impersonal Brahman is merely
Krsna’s effulgence.

Implicit in these arguments is the
understanding that God is inconceiv-
able and, ultimately, both personal
and impersonal. His impersonal aspect

depends upon His personal form, |

which is prior. The arguments are logi-
cal enough, and yet our minds revolt
against the idea of an Absolute being
at once personal and impersonal. We
want to choose one or the other, be-
cause we are inclined to think of the
Absolute in human terms. Therefore, I
should reiterate that the form of the
Absolute is different from our own.
We have to be careful not to limit the
infinite with our human thoughts and
terms—the fallacy that impersonalists
attribute to the doctrine of a personal
God. When dealing with any problem
relating to the infinite, we have to use
the laws of our understanding with res-
ervation and caution, not allowing
them to impair the perfection of the
infinite or impoverish our notion of
divinity.

Henry L. Mansel, a nineteenth-cen-
tury English philosopher, who was Pro-
fessor of Moral and Metaphysical

Philosophy at Oxford, expressed the
same idea in this way:

It is our duty, then, to think of God
as personal; and it is our duty to be-
lieve that He is infinite. It is true that
we cannot reconcile these two rep-
resentations with each other, as our
conception of personality involves
attributes apparently contradictory
to the notion of infinity. But it does
not follow that this contradiction
exists anywhere but in our own
minds; it does not [ollow that it im-
plies any impossibility in the abso-
lute nature of God. The apparent
contradiction, in this case, as in those
previously noticed, is the necessary
consequence of an attempt on the
part of the human thinker to tran-
scend the boundaries of his own con-
sciousness. It proves that there are
limits to man’s power of thought, and
it proves no more.

CONCLUSION

To describe the Absolute as merely
nirvisesa, or without distinct qualities
and attributes, is to make Him imper-
fect by “amputating” His divine limbs.
Once we recognize the absolute, com-
plete, and perfect nature of the Divine
Being, we move beyond the philoso-
phy of impersonalism. We can recon-
cile conflicting statements of the Vedas
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and the Puranas when we understand
the Absolute as both personal and im-
personal, or rather, as possessing infi-
nite attributes and forms, including an
impersonal dimension. But according
to the primary and general sense of the
scriptures, the Absolute is essentially
personal, because only in a personal
Absolute, possessing infinite and in-
conceivable potencies, can the infinite
forms of Godhead, including the im-
personal Brahman, have their place.

Will I write the requested book
about the many editions of the Gita?
Probably not. Srila Prabhupada’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is is clear enough
about what the Gita teaches and in-
cludes the best of all the versions I
looked through. In terms of design,
clarity, scholarship, and accessibility,
no other Gita comes close. So I may
just have to send all those books back
to that publisher. But if they would
like me to do a book on personalism
versus impersonalism . . .{}

Satyardja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contribu-
tor to Back to Godhead. He has writ-
ten twenty books on Krsna conscious-
ness, and is the editor of the recently
published Holy War: Violence and the
Bhagavad Gita. He lives with his wife
and daughter near New York City.
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Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River),
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687635/ E-mail: krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net
Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (020) 633-2328 or 636-1855/
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@ Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 231440
o Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubull, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 230494
+ Ralpur, Chhatisgarh — Hare Krishna Land, Alopi Nagar, Opposite Maharshi Vidyalaya, Tatibandh, Raipur
492 001/ Tel. (0771) 5037555/ E-mail: iskconraipur@yahoo.com
“ Ranaghat, West Bengal — Gourdham, Habiapur, Ranaghat, Nadia 741 403/ Tel. (03473) 281150
or 281226/ E-mail: shyamrup@pamho.net
Secunderabad, AP — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (03842) 34615
Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Road, Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619 or 539046 or 539082/
Fax: (0353) 526130
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Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
o Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (0877) 2230114 or 2230009/
E-mail: revati.raman.jps@pamho.ngt
Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Srila Prabhupada Nagar/
Tel. (01992) 270298, 276146
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E-mail; nitaisevini@hotmail.com
& Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist.,
281124/ Tel. (0565) 254-0021/ Fax: (0565) 2540-053/ E-mail: vrindavan@pamho.net;
(Guesthouse:) Tel. (0565) 254-0022; ramamani@sancharet.in
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Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamarshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/
Tel. (040) 4742018
Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572734
Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K, District, 576 220)
Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist, Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546
Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta— 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel, (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: vamanstones@shaw.ca
Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TBE SRS/ Tel, (403) 439-9999
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: temple@iskconmontreal com
& Oitawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-miail; iskconotiawa@sympatico.ca
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., 54T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
+ Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskeon.net

MNote for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Russia, the number to drop is the initial “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
% MNew listing # Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/ Fax: (604) 648-
8715; Govinda's Bookstore and Cafe: (604) 433-7100 or (888) 433-8722/
E-mail: jaygo@telus.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/ Tel. (250)
453-2397 Fax; (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/ E-mail: uttamadd@yahoo.com

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/
E-mail: balai08@earthlink.net

Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/ Fax: (512) 835-8479/
E-mail: harekrishna@swhell.net

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624/
E-mail: sporecki@earthlink.net

Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 649-8619/ Fax: (510) 841-7619/
E-mail: rasaraja@bvinst.edu

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com

Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: premananda@juno.com

Chicago, lllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 873-0526/
E-mail: information@iskeonchicago.com

Columbus, Ohio — 379 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.acbsp@pamho.net

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com; restaurant; vegetariantaste@aol.com

Denver, Golorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: naikatma.acbsp@pamho.nat

Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave,, 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: girigovardhana@hnotmail.com

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ Fax: (352) 379-2923/
E-mail: krishna@afn.org

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main 5t., E. Hartiord, 06108/ Tel. & fax; (860) 288-7252/
E-mail: pyarimohan@aol.com

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ E-mail: vinda@acl.com

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 956-9968/
E-mail: mbalar@ev1.net

Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rve zdu

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (349) 494-7029/
E-mail: tuka108@hotmail.com

Las Veqas, Nevada — 5226 Sandstone Or., 89142/ Tel. (702) 440-4998/ E-mail: surapala@pamho.net

Long Island, New York — 197 5. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: garuda@opionline.net

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 30034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail; nirantara@juno.com

Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr.Wisdomla@aol.com

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel, (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145

New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel, (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: rrk196820@cs.com

New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com

New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/
E-mail: dayananda@msn.com

New York, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Blvd., Queens 11420/ Tel. & fax: (718) 848-9010/
E-mail: sunandanadas@hotmail com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: iskconphilly@aol.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com

Phoenix, Arizana— 100 5. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4300/ Fax: (480) 705-4801/
E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com

Portland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., Portland, OR 97215/ Tel. (503} 236-0417/
E-mail: partland_krishna@hotmail.com

St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: temple@harekrishna-stl.com

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net

San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ Fax; (408) 369-8073/
E-mail: bhvatsala@hotmail.com

Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax; (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: iskconseattle@yahoo.com

Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax; (850} 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@hotmail. com

Tampa, Florida — 14610 North 17th St., Lutz 33549/ Tel. (813) 971-6474/
E-mail: krishnaram108@hotmail.com

Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: newjersey@iskcon.net

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520} 791-0906/
E-mail: dasarath@compusarve.com

Washington, D.G. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157

L]

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Daklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 239-2100/
Fa: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: sri.trikalajna.mo@pamho.net
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — 17306 N.W. 112th Bivd., 32615 (mail: P.0. Box 819, 32616)/
Tel. (386) 462-2017/ Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachua@pamho.net
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460
or 799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@mypicayung.com
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr, 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo
{mail: HC-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ (Office) Tel. & fax: (787) 737-4265/ (Temple)
Tel. (787)712-0358/ E-mail: iskconpr@hotmail. com
Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail: newvrindaban@yahoo.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 753-G688/
Fax; (615) 759-5785
Paort Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: vrajalila@acsworld.net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Alachua, Florida — Govinda's, 14603 Main 5t., 32615/ Tel. (386) 462-4500/ Fax: (386) 418-3524
Gainesville, Florida — Radha's Vegetarian Cafe, 125 NW 23rd Ave., Ste. 17, 32609/ Tel. (352) 378-2955
Greenshoro, North Carolina — Govinda's, 332 South Tate St./ Tel. (336) 373-8809
San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229
Tallahassee, Florida — Higher Taste, 411 St. Francis St., 32301/ Tel. (850) 894-4296

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (028) 9062 0530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999
Coventry, England — Kingfield Rel., Goventry (mail: 19 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 3BZ)/
Tel. +44 (024) 7655 2622 or 5420/ E-mail: haridas. kds@pamho.net
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: karuna.bhavan@virgin.net
Leicester — 21 Thoreshy St., North Evington, LES 4GU/ Tel. +44 (0116) 276 2587 or
(0788T) 560 260/ E-mail: gauranga@gauranga.org
Liverpool, England — 114 Bold St., L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (01555) 894-790
London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., W1D 3DL/ Tel. +44 {020) 7437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3606; shap, 7287-0269; Govinda's Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax: +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manar, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD25 8EZ/ Tel, +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25 SNG/ Tel. +44 (020) 8656 4296
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 GAR/ Tel, +44 (0181) 272 1911/
E-mail: bhakti.rasa@pamho.net
Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, PLG SHX/ Tel +44 (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@aol.com
Romford — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchruch, RM11 2JA/ tel. +44 (01708) 454092
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath Island, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 8GN/
Tel. +44 [028) 6772 1512/ E-mail: govindadwipa@pamho.net
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
{Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than forty other cities in the UK. For information,
contact ISKCON Reader Services, P.0. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK; www.iskcon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/ Fax: (01) 478-6204
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
Swansea — Govinda's, 8 Craddock St., SAT 3EN/ Tel. +44 (01792) 468469/
E-mail: govin_das@hotmail.com

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8359-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149

Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box &3, Indurupilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (D7) 3379-5880

Canberra — 1 Quick St., Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, ACT 2601}/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net

Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125), Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Newcastle —28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000

Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fa: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Qutlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd., Bambra VIC
3241/ Tel. +61 (03) 5288-7383/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane {off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02)4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box 685), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498



CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

RESTAURANTS

Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258

Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255

Brisbane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick 5t., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2339

Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300
Tel, +61 (02) 4929-6900

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/
E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs, 112 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst NSW 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 9380-
5155

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 5298 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 8550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 {03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconcheh@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 126}/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039
Porl Moreshy, Papua New Guniea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7% miles {mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs.)/
Tel. +679 393 599/ Fax: +679 314 583/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.0. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax; +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, 246 Queen St/ Tel. +564 (09) 306-4143
Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel, +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Maviti St Tel. +679 662290
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fi
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific,
Laucala Bay Rd./ Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.ij
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +67% 314154
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./ Tel. +679 312285

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 {020) 675-1404 or -1694/
Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ E-mail: temploben@hotmail.com

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola), 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 |1/ Tel, +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail: budapest@pamho.net

Copenhagen, Denmark — Skjulhoj Alle 44, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 (04) 828-6446/
Fax: +45 (04) 828-7331/ E-mail: tempel@krishna.dk

Gridinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnds Gard, 14792 Gradinge, Tel.+46 (08) 53029800/
Fax: +46 (08) 53025062 / E-mail: reception@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruohelahdankatu 24 D (Il krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (3) 694-9837/
E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefania, 91 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314 or 352-0038/
E-mail: iskcon.lisbon@pamho.net

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel, +34 91 521-3096

Oslo — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 Rue Docteur Jean Vaquigr, 93160 Noisy |2 Grand/ Tel, & fax; +33 (01) 4303-0951/
E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara tkg@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0331 or -0401/
Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: narakriti@usa.net

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926
(restaurant: 321421)/ Fax: +32 (086) 322928/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15-17, 00186/ Tel. +36 (06) 68891540/ E-mail:
lilasukha@libero.it

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel, +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881

Trier, Germany — Hujetsmuhle, Boeckingstrasse 4a, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel, +49 (06782) 860436

Vienna — Reinprechtsdorferstr. 43/5, A-1050/ Tel. +43 (01) 547-1004/ E-mail:
iskconwien@hotmail com

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawa, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 (mail: P.0, Box 116)/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax; +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay |2 Méle/

Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel, +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-volay, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fo u, 38/ Tel. & fax: +36 (085)
540-002 or 340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net

Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax; +39 (055) 828470/ E-mail: isvaripriya@libero.it

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/ Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Norre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna's Cuising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. & fax: +41 (01) 251-8859/ E-mail: info@govindakultur.ch

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)*

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4844
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh. (mail: P.0. Box 69), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)*

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak 5t., Banagram,1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236248/
Fax: (02) 837287/ E-mail: iskcon@citechco.net

Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail: P.0. Box 38919)/
Tel. +852 {2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/
Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646/ E-mail: matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.i

Katmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fax: +977 (01) 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/ Tel, +60
(3) 7980-7355/ Fax: +60 (3) 7981-1644/ E-mail: uttama@tm.net.my

Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen 5t., Merville Park Subdivision, Paranague, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) 824-5247/ Fax: (02) 823-8689/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net

Myitkyina, Myanmar — |SKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: mahanadi@mptmail.net. mm

Tokyo, Japan — Subaru 1F, 4-19-6 Kamitakada, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. +81 (03) 5343-
9147 or (090) 6544-9284/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812/ E-mail; damodara@krishna.jp

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)*

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, Villa Urquiza, CP 1431/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Guayagquil, Ecuador — 6 da Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel, +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
Fax; +564 302108/ E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871
Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F., 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (05) 271-1953
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Vilhena de Moraes, 309, Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, RJ,
22793-140/ Tel. +55 (031) 2431-1887/ E-mail: iskconrio@yahoo.com
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1508)/ Tel. +503 780799
S@o Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352
West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot *B," Nauville Flanders (Crane
0ld Road), West Coast Demarara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/ E-mail: prabhupadadeva@yahoo.com

AFRICA (partial list)*

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy,, Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box 11686)/
Tel. & fax +233 (021) 229988
Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondzbosch 7700/ Tel, +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.nat
Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhakfivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 {mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatswaorth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax; +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net
Johannesburg, South Africa — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park (mail: P.0. Box 649)/
Tel. +27 (011)726-1168 or (083) 231-0878
Lagos, Nigeria— 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajao Estate, International Airport Rd.
(mail; P.0, Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876168
Lenasia, South Africa — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia (mail:
P. 0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/ Fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/
E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pant Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 696-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hkl@intnet.mu
Port Harcourt, Nigetia — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0, Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St.. Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global co.za
RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or
418-3955/ Fax: +230 418-6470

* MNewlisting 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing

*The full list appears in the Jan / Feb and Jul/ Aug issues.



Fierce Lord of Love

OF THE AVATARS of Lord Krsna described in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Lord Nrsirhha, whose appear-
ance coincides with this issue of BTG, 1s especially
intriguing to many of us. Half man, half lion—and
all God.

~ People encountering a picture of Nrsihhadeva
ferociously ripping apart Hiranyakasipu are often
taken aback. “You believe this is God?”

Why not? God is the ultimate in everything.
He can fight like no one else. He can tear up the
mighty terrorist Hiranyakasipu with little effort.

But if you find the fierce aspect of God unap-
pealing, know that His supreme anger is a display
of His intense love for His devotee Prahlada, Hi-
ranyakasipu’s son, who was being tortured by his
atheistic father.

But Nrsirhha’s actions were also motivated by
love for Hiranyakasipu, His apparent victim. Hi-
ranyakasipu is one of the Lord’s eternal servants,
a gatekeeper in the spiritual world. Lord Visnu
yearned for good fight, so He arranged an inci-
dent in the spiritual world that ended with His
servant’s fall to the material world to spend three
lives as the Lord’s greatest enemy. What to our eyes
seems like the attack of a bloodthirsty creature is
in fact a dance of love between the Lord and His
servant.

We must always be careful to understand God’s
activities under proper guidance. God’s devotees
know that He can do no wrong. Everything He does
springs from His love for us and His infinite desire
to exchange love with each of us in a deep, per-
sonal, unique relationship. We may look at Hi-
ranyakasipu and feel sorry for him, but that’s the
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wrong reaction. We should praise him for his great
fortune at having been chosen to assist the Lord in
His quest for a knock-down, drag-out fight. If only
we could be so privileged!

We learn from the Bhagavad-gita and other
Vedic books that we have a unique relationship with
God and should use our human life to revive it.
When Krsna comes to this world in His countless
forms, He shows some of the endless variety of ways
we can exchange love with Him. In Lord Nrsimha’s
appearance, for example, we see extreme contrast
in His displays of love for Prahlada and Hiranya-
kasipu.

Another example of Lord Nrsimha’s unique
love is His relationship with Lord Brahma, His
empowered servant who creates the universe, Brah-
ma had given Hiranyakasipu several boons—up to
Brahma’s limit of power to bestow—through which
Hiranyakasipu believed he had become immortal.
He could not be killed by any known being in the
universe, by any weapon, during the day or night,
inside or outside, in the sky, in the sea, or on the
land. Lord Nrsirhha showed respect and love for
His devotee Brahma by honoring his benedictions.
Outsmarting Hiranyakasipu, He assumed a form
as half man, half lion to kill Hiranyakasipu with
His fingernails, at dusk, on His lap, in the doorway
of the palace. The Lord could have disregarded
Brahma’s benedictions, but He chose to show his
affection for his servant by honoring them. When
we carefully study the activities of the Lord’s in-
carnations, we’ll find them to be the highest expres-
sions of love, no matter how violent they may seem

at first glance.—Nagardaja Dasa



The Complete Ministry
All of Srila Prabhupada’s
audio recordings, PLUS all

|
of Srila Prabhupada’s music. 7
This deluxe MP3 set of 21 i

i o

Prics

~ Srimad-Bhagavatam
Hardbound, 18 vols., $399.95 BSBF
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
Hardbound, 9 vols., $349.50 BCC

CDs comesin a compact,

Bhagavad-gita As It Is hard-body carrying case.

Deluxe, hardbound, 1,047 pages, $24.95 BBGD (Make sute your CD player

The Nectar of Devotion supports MP3 format.)

Hardbound, 521 pages, $12.95 BNOD $59.95 ACDAL f‘\‘)

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Special edition with 77 new paintings by Lithuanian artist Devaki
Dasi. Includes a revised index, an extended glossary, a large map of
ancient India, and a companion multimedia CD that contains I
The Story of the Syamantaka Jewel, The Kysna
Book Quiz, and The Book in PDF Format.

. $49.95 BKB1V

Nlew Reprint of a Famous (lassic g O
=

See our entire catalog! Visit Krishna.com!



Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta—by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami.
The full Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta—out of print for eleven
years—is now available in two new gorgeous volumes. This
new printing includes easily readable text, a full index—
PLUS more and better pictures than the original 7-volume
set. Hardbound with ribbon markers, 2,324 text pages, 48

pages of pictures. $69.95 per set, BPLTA

Srimad Bhagavad-gita: The Complete Sanskrit Textin
Roman Transliteration—Now, with this handy new pocket- |
sized book, you can read or chant the Sanskrit of Bhagavad-
gita in roman transliteration wherever you go. Includes Sri

Brahma-samhita. $6.95 BOBG

Memories: Anecdotes of a Modern-Day Saint
Transcriptions of all the oral histories contained within the
Memories video series. Volume 1 covers Tapes 1-15; Volume 2

covers Tapes 16-28. $19.95 each,
SRIMAD

OMEMI and OMEM?2. (Memories Bmﬁ VA‘@' i

video rapes also available, $19.95
each. Call for information.)

Sri Brhad-Bhagavatamrta of Srila
Sanatana Gosvami—by Gopiparana-
dhana Dasa. Part Two: The Glaries of
Goloka. Hardbound with ribbon mark- (8
ers, 982 pages, 48 pages of pictures,
$44.95 BSBBpart2

Maya: The World as Virtual Reality

—by Richard L. Thompson (Sadaputa Dasa). This book
explores the metaphorical idea that the soul in maya is com-
parable to a person linked through a sensory interface to

a computer-generated virtual reality. By exploring this theme
from the standpoint of modern science, we can better under-
stand the relation hetween the soul and matter. Includes
discussions on paranormal phenomena and cosmic and

terrestrial evolution. Softbound, 300 pages, $15.95 OMAY é Eaa
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Benediction Moon—by Pia. Pia is Guarangi Devi. This
CD hit #1 on the London New Age charts. $14.95 DPBM
Magical Eclipse—by Pia. Her second release for New World
Music. $14.95 DPME

Amazing Future—by Dayanvisha Devi Dasi. Traditional
devotional songs. Includes Jaya Radha Madhava, Gurudeva,
Sri Radhika Stava, and many more. $9.95 DAE

200 Proof Absolute Truth—by Ekendra Dasa and

the Planet Cow Orchestra. Traditional American music,
“100% Philoso-Billy,” with Krsna conscious lyrics.

$14.95 DPAT




21st Century Hare Krishna Man
\3131 co llllﬂ| L | In this latest video from Innertain. TV (“Tele-
B hlf Krishna Manl : vision for the soul”); the first segment, 21st
m . Century Hare Krishna Man, explores the art of
; ~ Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami, whose avant-garde
“outsider art” is a means to express and explore

his faith. $11.95 VIN-HKM

Quick Vegetarian Cards
International culinary
celebrity Karma Dasa
delivers exotic gourmet
vegetarian delights prepared
in the least amount of time.

A set of 52 recipe cards,
41" x 614", $19.95, OQVC
Bhagavat Purana: )
Pastimes of the Supreme Person
Nrnda Devi Bas Relief —by Kalakantha Das. A poetic rendition '—J
P(;lyrcsin 7% 5" mirti of Vinda based on the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Cantos
Devi, hand-painted in fine One and Two, by his Divine Grace A. C. Y (\
ot mbs with ansttached Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. KALAXANITA DS : \_)
wall hanger, $10.95 EPRV-A 18 Casebound, 151 pages, $7.95 OBPR e ——
7

Sri Prahlad: Harmonium Melodies

Learn how to play harmonium using )
this easy step-by-step process with

singer/musician Sri Prahlada Dasa as ;-—I—l

your guide. Multi-media DVD,
$19.95 VDVD-SPH

High-Quality Stick Incense

We carry a large selection. Here’s a sample: Nitiraja f__E_J
Classic Collection—Amber, Nagchampa, Rajchampa, i
Sandalwood, Frankincense, and Myrrh. 5 packs, 50

grams, $8.75 IP-IN205. Nitiraja Slow-Burning Collection

—Fragrances are made with a sandlewood base, then

blended with natural floral oils. Each stick burns for

approximately one hour. 5 packs, 50 grams, $8.75

[P-N5. (Visit the Krishna.com Store online to mar
browse the rest of our incense collection.) 1 4



Nrsimhadeva Photos
8" x 10", $3.49 PSTAO1
11"x'14", $6.95 PLTAO1

Nrsmha Muarti

Polyresin 5" x 3'2" murti of the
Lord, hand-painted in fine
detail, Comes with back stand,

$7.95 EPRN-A19

KRISHNA.COM STORE

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA » (800) 800-3284
Ourside USA & Canada: +1 (386) 462-1241 or fax (386) 462-1761

E-mail: store@krishna.com  Web: www.krishna.com

Get a FREE gift with a purchase of $35 or more!

Please send me:
(Include item codes when ordering. Please print clearly.)

Qry. Amount

(To order additional items, use a separite sheet.)

Subtotal
S/Hi(min. $5.30)*F

Amt. enclosed

Payment method:
[] Check [ money order
[ Credit card

Make checks payable to Krishna.com. (US funds only.) For subscriptions, make

checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credic cards: VISA,

MasterCard, American Express, Discover,

Name

Address Apt.

Ciry State Zip

Tel. E-mail

Card no. Exp.

Signature

* Mainland USA please add minimum of $5.30 or 10% of erder value, whichever
is highest. Orders outside USA add 30% of order value.

Sri Nrsimhasahasranama: A
Thousand Holy Names of Lord
Nrsimhadeva. The book includes
the Sanskrir text, transliteration,
and translation. The CD includes
wverses spoken in Sanskrit and
English with original background

music. $29.95 OTHN

SPIRITUAL DOCUMENTARIES

Festivals With

PILGRIMAGE TO § Srila Prabhupada
AHOBILAM | e
: b o 1976

Pilgrimage to Ahobilam
A young Nrsimha devotee takes you on

¢ an intimate tour of all of the Nrsimha

temples in this uninhabited region in
South India. Begin the pilgrimage by
visiting a Nrsimha deity 208 yards
inside a cave filled with water. End by
summiting the remains of the famous
pillar from which the Lord appeared.
Nine deities with detailed explanations
of their features. 38 min., color video,
§19:95 $14.95 VS10 (DVD: $19.95
VDVD-AH)

Appearance of Lord Nrsimhadeva
Video images accompany Srila Prabhu-
pada’s lecture on the anniversary of
the appearance of the Lord. Bombay,
May 5, 1974. 30 min., $19.95 UF05



Vedic Thoughts

The leaders of society, despite all
their materialistic plans, are misleaders,
for they have no plan to revive our lost

relationship with the Lord.
His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Mukunda-mala-stotra, Text 1, Purport

L 4

Itis directly seen, realized,
and applicable to all times, places,
and persons that by offenselessly
remembering the holy names
of Sri Caitanya, all material desires
of the conditioned souls are diminished;
in other words, the conditioned souls attain
freedom from the conceptions
of being entangled in other desires,
like material enjoyment and
mental speculations.
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, Adi-khanda, 14.89-90,
Commentary

*

O descendant of King Bharata,
one who desires to be free from all
miseries must hear about, glorify, and also
remember the Personality of Godhead,
who is the Supersoul, the controller,
and the savior from all miseries.

Srila Sukadeva Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.5

L 4

All the demigods and all
the transcendental philosophers
who desire liberation bow down

to the Supreme Lord.

Nrsimha-tapant Upanisad
(Parva-khanda 2.4)

It one chants the holy name
of the Lord, even in a helpless condition
or without desiring to do so,
all the reactions of his sinful life depart,
just as when a lion roars, all the small
animals flee in fear.
) Garuda Purana (Quoted in
Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.2.7, Purport)

’

Anyone, even a person in an
impure state, who absorbs his mind
in Him [the Supreme Lord]
for just a moment at the time of death
burns up all traces of sinful reactions
and immediately attains the
supreme transcendental destination
in a pure, spiritual form
as effulgent as the sun.

Sri Uddhava, .S"r?mad—Bhr?gu1"(:rrmr 10.46.32
L 2

Al the bodies of the Supreme Lord
are eternal and everlasting. They are
never subject to material destruction
or born of matter. They are the
embodiment of supreme bliss and are
completely transcendental.

Maha-Varaha Purana

*

The pastimes of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu are full of nectar, and the
pastimes of Lord Krsna are like camphor.
When one mixes these, they taste
very sweet. By the mercy of the pure
devotees, whoever tastes them can
understand the depths of that sweetness.

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 25.277

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FIL. 32616, USA.



2002 Rathayatra Festival, Gainesville, Florida

Schedule for North America

June 14: New York City Rathayatra

June 21: Liberty State Park, N. J.,
Rathayatra _

June 28: Chicago Rathayatra

July 4-5: Washington D.C., Rathayatra

July 12-13: Montreal Rathayatra

July 19-20: Toronto Rathayatra

July 27: Detroit Rathayatra

August 3 Los Angeles Rathayatra

August 10: San Francisco Rathayatra

August 16-17: Vancouver Rathayatra

August 20: Vancouver Janmastami
(Sri Krsna’s Appearance Day)

September 1: Seattle Rathayatra

October 4: Washington, D. C.,
Ramacandra Vijayotsava

NOTE: Before scheduling your travel,
be sure to confirm the festival date

with the Hare Krsna temple in the city
where the festival is to be held. Or write
to Festival of India, P. O. Box 108,
Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA;
www.festivalofindia.org.



