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COVER visitors approach the main temple of the
expansive Angkor Wat complex in Cambodia.
World renowned for its size and architecture, Ang-
kor Wat attests to the Vedic influence in Southeast
Asia. Please see the article beginning on page 45.
(Photo by Adbhuta Hari Dasa.)

“You can see on an
equal level when you
hecome a brahmana,
Brahma-bhiitah, the
spiritual platform, is
not understood in the
United Nations. There
they are passing
resolutions, and yet
fighting is going on
outside, because they
have no spiritual
vision, So the politi-
cians should be guided
by the brahmanas. That
is the proper social

structure,"—p. 57

WELCOME

OUR COVER STORY in
this issue takes us outside
India to a place where the
Vedic culture once showed
great influence. Though
Angkor Wat today is more

a tourist destination that a
holy site, pilgrims can still find spiritual
inspiration there. A deity of Lord Krsna’s
expansion Visnu is still worshiped in the
main temple, even as time ravages much of
the surrounding complex.

This issue coincides with the anniversary
of the appearance of Sti Caitanya Maha-
prabhu (shown at right), whom I've written
about in my column “From the Editor.” To
celebrate that day, the young students at
Padma Academy, a Krsna conscious school in
North Carolina, made exhibits depicting
scenes from the lives of Lord Caitanya and
His associates. The article “Honoring the
Land of Lord Caitanya” shows their work.

Besides overseeing the class project,
Padma Academy teacher Campakalata Devi
Dasi wrote an article for this issue about a
childhood friend: “The 3-Year-Old Preacher
I'll Never Forget,” while her mother, Padma
Academy founder and BTG associate editor
Urmila Devi Dasi, begins a series of articles
on chanting the holy names with a firsthand
account of a Saturday-night chanting party in
downtown London.

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

¢ To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

* To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

* To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

* To help every living being remember
and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
maost recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhakuivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

Touched by
Tribhuvanatha Dasa

Ranchor, Rddha, and Kirti Kishor
Prabhus brought tears to my eyes
with their remembrances of Tribhuva-
natha Prabhu [Jan/Feb, 2003], whom I
met in 1971 in London, where he was
the temple president. Because
Prabhupada and Syamasundara, who
was then in charge of ISKCON in the
U.K., were traveling abroad, the
cighteen-year-old Tribhuvanatha was
responsible for Prabhupada’s move-
ment in London. During the months
we worked together in England,
Tribhuvanatha impressed me deeply.

In 1978 we met in India, and he
related stories about going to “boom
boom Beirut,” a city plagued with
artillery fire. Again he touched me.

Although I saw him infrequently
over thirty years, I followed his career
with strong interest. My life has been
enriched by his wonderful example,
by his enthusiasm, austerity, and
determination. However, beyond
these great qualities, he was really
loveable. For that reason I carry him
in my heart.

Dayananda Dasa
New York, New York

Worthy of Praise by All

I read with pleasure the glorification
of Tribhuvanatha Dasa in the latest
issue of BTG. I want to share my
impression of His Grace and why he
touched so many.

I recall when I returned from
India my first time in August 1971, 1
stopped over in London to see Srila
Prabhupada, who was celebrating
Vyasa Puja there at that time. I was ill
and had to be hospitalized. Tribhu-
vanatha came to the hospital every
day with prasadam for me, and he sat
and read § rimad-Bhagavatam and
other books to me while I rested. His
bright smile and affection were not at
all official, but rather the genuine
appearance of a loving devotee of Sri
Sri Radha-Londoniévara (the deities

of the London temple). Even though
Srila Prabhupada was present in the
London temple at that time, Tribhuva-
natha graciously sacrificed his own
precious time with Srila Prabhupada to
visit me each day. I cannot forget his
wonderful personality.

In the last few months before his
passing, he and I communicated by
e-mail several times. He was well aware
of his impending death. He was not
afraid, nor did he want to be a bother
to others. Knowing as he does that Sri
Krsna takes many forms, including that
of death, there is nothing for the
devotee to fear. Indeed, Srila Prabhu-
pada taught us to see Krsna in every-
thing, not least of which is the time of
death.

Although Tribhuvanatha Dasa is
well remembered for his dedicated
organization of Krsna conscious pro-
grams throughout Europe, Africa, and
the Middle East, he is also well remem-
bered by his friends and well-wishers as
a warm, friendly, self-sacrificing devo-
tee of the highest order. He never
looked to be praised himself, although
he is worthy to be praised by all. He
will be sorely missed by those whose
lives he touched.

Pusta Krsna Dasa
Santa Cruz, California

ISKCON and Child Abuse

Recently, on the ABC News Web site,
there was a transcript of a television
broadcast describing some troubling
allegations of child abuse in the
ISKCON-run schools during the '70s
and '80s.I am a follower of Lord Krsna
and am currently reading the works of
Srila Prabhupada, which I have been
very impressed with. So I find these
allegations deeply troubling, especially
as I have a young son. The broadcast
seemed rather biased in its reporting,
but the people interviewed seemed
sincere.

I have studied ISKCON history,
both pro and con, and this subject has
come up, but I did not realize that there



was a current court case with a damage
claim in the millions of dollars. The
broadcast led me to believe that this
was really serious. Yes? Or just bunk?
Dan Maxwell
Duke University
Durham, North Carolina

REPLY BY Dhira Govinda Dasa of the
ISKCON Central Office of Child Pro-
tection: Mistreatment of children has
been found to be an unfortunate real-
ity in many organizations and societies,
and regrettably ISKCON has not been
immune to it. It is true that there is a
current court case connected with alle-
gations of child maltreatment in
[SKCON during past decades.

An essential Vaisnava principle is
protection of children, and any form of
neglect or maltreatment of children
and youth is contrary to Vedic values.
In the past decade, since discovering
the problem, ISKCON has taken steps
to prevent and rectify it. In 1998 the
ISKCON Central Office of Child Pro-
tection (ICOCP) was established. In
cooperation with state governments
and social service authorities, the office
investigates and adjudicates past and
present cases of alleged child maltreat-
ment connected with ISKCON. The
[COCP helps ISKCON temples and
schools institute child-protection edu-
cation programs for children, parents,
managers, and all members of temple
communities. The office also helps
temples and schools set up screening
procedures for staff and volunteers and
develop community child-protection
teams. Additionally, the office has
operated a grant program, for purposes
such as educational development and
mental-health therapy, for youth who
were mistreated when they were
children under the care of ISKCON.

How Can God Be Born?

[ am a scholar at the University of
Cape Town (South Africa) and have
recently become quite interested in the
teachings of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 1

| was somewhat pleased with the oppor-
| tunity to read the compilation of inter-
views, lectures, and essays contained in
the publication The Science of Self-
Realization. But after reading a certain
distance into the chapter titled “Real
Advancement Means Knowing God,” ]
became completely disillusioned and
could no longer bear to read further.
What propelled me to place the book
aside and to construct this e-mail was
the proceeding paragraph (about the
infinite and unlimited strength of the
All-mighty): “His strength was present
from the moment of His birth. When
Krsna was only three months old . . .”

What do you mean when God was
“only three months old”? God the son
of whom? Surely His father must have
been the Divine Creator and not Krsna
—whom, it seems to be suggested in the
text of His Divine Grace, was created
himself.

In many religious texts, God refers to
Himself as the “One that was, the One
that is, and the One that shall be.” Stat-
ing that God was born seems to purport
that there was a stage prior to His
“creation” and thus necessarily negates
who God “was.” If that is so, then surely
one may begin to question who God
“is,” and if at all He “shall be.”

Langelihle Khanyile
Cape Town, South Africa

REPLY BY Krsna-krpa Dasa: Krsna is

described in the Vedic scriptures to be

God Himself. He always exists in the
(please turn to page 27)

MOVING!?

If you're a subscriber and your ad-
dress will be changing, please let us
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possible. Help us ensure that your
issues are delivered without inter-
ruption. Call: 1-800-800-3284 (386-
462-1241); email: btgsubs@Krishna
.com; or write: BTG Subscriber Ser-
vices, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL
32616, USA.

Gome see
Krishna.com
in its brand

new outfit!

Happy Birthday!
Krishna.com

Celebrating the
1st anniversary of
Krishna.com,
launched last year on
Gaura Parnima.
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FREEDOM THROUGH

BHAKTI
YOGA

Why wait to accept the key for leaving
this place of repeated birth and death?

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

yaya sammohito jiva
atmanam tri-gunatmakam

paro 'pi manute ‘nartharm
tat-krtarit cabhipadyate

“Due to this external energy, the living entity, although
transcendental to the three modes of material nature,
thinks of himself as a material product and thus un-
dergoes the reactions of material miseries.”

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.7.5

UR PRESENT POSITION is like this: We are sam-

mohitah, bewildered, puzzled by maya, the illu-

sory energy. We are all eternal parts of God, but
on account of being enchanted by the material energy,
or the external energy of God, we have forgotten our
identity and we are now entangled. We have forgot-
ten our goal of life.

The spirit soul is conditioned by the laws of ma-
terial nature, which force us to accept a certain type
of body according to our propensity. We create that

| propensity, and Krsna is so kind that He gives us the
facility: “All right.” If a person wants to suck blood,
he will be given the facility of a tiger’s body. If a per-
son has no discrimination in eating, he will be given
the facility of becoming a pig. Up to stool, he can eat.
This is stated very clearly in Bhagavad-gita (18.61):

isvarah sarva-bhutanar
hrd-dese 'rjuna tisthati

bhramayan sarva-bhiitani
vantrariidhani mayaya

This is very significant. Yantrariidhani mayaya. We

are riding on a machine. The body is a machine, but
we are accepting the machine as the self. This is called

Left: Lord Krsna tells us in the Bhagavad-gita that if we understand the transcendental nature
of His birth and activities, we will return to enjoy with Him in the spiritual world.
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If one takes to Krsna consciousness
even out of sentiment, that is the greatest
profit from any position.

sammohitah, bewilderment. If you are | terial activities we do not gain anything. | from old age. These are the four disad-

driving in a car and you think, “I am
the car,” that is foolishness. Similarly, I
have this yantra (machine)—my body
—and it is running on account of my
presence. If I identify myself with this
body, that is called sammohitah. Yaya
sammohito jiva. When the driver [the

soul] goes away, then I see that the car |

[the body] is not moving and I can un-
derstand,“Oh, the driver, my father, or
my son, has gone away.” We sometimes
cry,“My father has gone away™ or “My
son has gone away,” but because we are
sammohitah, we actually never saw the
father or the son. We accepted the body
as the father or son.

THE RESULT OF
UNDERSTANDING THE GITA

All this is very clearly explained in
the Bhagavad-gita. Krsna's last instruc-
tion in the Bhagavad-gita is “Just sur-
render unto Me.” If you actually un-
derstand Bhagavad-gita, the result will
be that you surrender to Krsna. Krsna
says, sarva-dharman parityajya mdam
ekarn Saranarm vraja: “Give up all vari-
eties of dharma and surrender unto
Me.” Dharma means occupational
duty. In the Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Narada Muni says, “If someone thinks,
‘Let me stop all other business and
become Krsna conscious,” he is fortu-
nate even if he says it out of sentiment,
without thorough understanding.” He
is fortunate because he accepts the real
thing. Therefore Narada Muni says,
“Even if someone accepts Krsna con-
sciousness out of sentiment but later
on, before his execution of devotional
service is imature, he falls down, then
where is the loss for that person? On

the other hand, a person who has not |
accepted Krsna consciousness but is |

very regularly executing his material
responsibility—what does he gain by
that?” That is Narada’s opinion.

This point is very important: By ma-

We gain only another body, to begin
another chapter in the same struggle
for existence. According to our karma
we shall have to accept a body, just
as we develop a certain type of disease

when we are infected by the germ for |

that disease. If you are infected with
the smallpox virus, you have to suffer
from smallpox. Nature’s law is so strict;
you cannot avoid it. If you have been
attacked by the mosquito carrying the
malaria germ, then you have to suffer
from malaria.

Just as we take precautions against
being infected with malaria or small-
pox, we should be very cautious about
our next body. If we become cautious,
then there is the chance of being pro-
moted to a higher situation in the next
life.

If one takes to Krsna consciousness
even out of sentiment, that is the great-
est profit from any position, whether
one is a brahmana, a ksatriya, a vaisya,
a §tidra, or a candala [outcaste]. That is
confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita (9.32):
marn hi partha vyapasritya ye 'pi syuh
papa-yonayah. The word papa-yoni
refers to lower-class persons. If even
they take shelter of the lotus feet of
Krsna or His devotee, they become
purified. There is no bar for anyone.

Krsna consciousness is so nice. If
we take to it as our goal of life, then
our life is successful. Otherwise—
vaya sammohito jiva atmanam tri-

gunatmakam—we shall continue the |

life of changing this body. That we have
to do.We cannot be independent. If we
think we are independent, that is due
to our ignorance. We are not indepen-
dent. We should always remember this.
We are dependent on the laws of na-
ture. We cannot say, “Now [ have made
a scientific discovery and we shall not
die.” That is not possible. You must die.

| That is the law of nature. You must

die, you must take birth, you must be- |

come diseased, and you must suffer
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vantages of material existence.
In the next verse it is said,

anarthopasamari saksad
bhakti-yogam adhoksaje

lokasyajanato vidvams
cakre satvata-sarhitam

“The material miseries of the living
entity, which are superfluous to him,
can be directly mitigated by the link-
ing process of devotional service. But
the mass of people do not know this,
and therefore the learned Vyasadeva
compiled this Vedic literature, which
is in relation to the Supreme Truth.”
This Srimad-Bhagavatam is satvata-
samhitam, spiritual knowledge. It has
nothing to do with anything material.
Simply spiritual knowledge. Vidvan,
meaning “the most learned,” refers to
Vyasadeva, the author of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Srimad-bhagavate maha-
muni-krte. He is maha-muni. Muni
means thoughtful philosopher, and
Vyasadeva is maha-muni: greater than
any other thoughtful philosopher.

He is also called Veda-vyasa, which
means he compiled all the Vedic litera-
ture. He summarized the whole Vedic
knowledge into the Veddanta-siitra,
composed of aphorisms with very deep
meaning. And this Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the commentary on the Vedanta-siitra
by the author himself under the in-
struction of his guru, Narada Muni,
who told him, “Write about the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead.”

REALIZATION
BY BHAKTI-YOGA

In a previous verse of this section,
we read about how Vyasadeva received
his realization:

bhakti-yogena manasi
samyak pranihite ‘'male

apasyat purusam purnar
mayam ca tad-apasrayam



“Thus he fixed his mind, perfectly en-
gaging it by linking it in devotional ser-
vice [bhakti-yoga| without any tinge of
materialism, and thus he saw the Ab-
solute Personality of Godhead along
with His external energy, which was
under full control.” Bhakti-yogais also
mentioned in the Bhagavad-gita.
Bhagavad-gita is bhakti-yoga. There
are descriptions of jaana-yoga, karma-
voga, hatha-yoga, and other yogas, but
at last Krsna advises, “The most confi-
dential part of knowledge I am speak-
ing to you, Arjuna, is this: Give up all
other dharmas and surrender unto
Me.” That surrender is the real gain.
That is bhakti-yoga: to surrender unto
the Supreme Lord.

By bhakti-yoga you can cleanse
your mind of all contamination im-
mediately. If you want to be liberated
from the contamination of material ex-
istence, or the modes of material na-
ture, then take to bhakti-yoga. That is
also confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita

(14.26):

mar ca yo ‘'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatiryaitan
brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional
service, unfailing in all circumstances,
at once transcends the modes of ma-
terial nature and thus comes to the
level of Brahman.” We are Brahman,
spirit —there is no doubt about it. But
we have no realization of that because
maya has captured us. We should be
after liberation. Srir}tm‘."—Bh&gavmm'n.
defines liberation: muktir hitvanyatha
rapar svariapena vyavasthitih. Libera-
tion means to be situated in our sva-
riipa, our spiritual life, after giving up
all material activities. Material activi-

ties are not our actual business. Our |

actual business is spiritual activity.

Material activity means to keep the |

body in a comfortable position. And
the body is changing. Today I may be a
very great Indian leader or a very good
philanthropist. Tomorrow, or the next
life, may not be Indian;I may be Chi-
nese, or I may be European. Then my
whole business will change—another
nationality, another feeling. And if I
become a cat or a dog, then another
mentality. This is going on.

[ am forgetting that my identifica-

tion is spiritual—ahar brahmdsmi—
and I am accepting all these unneces-
sary things, or anarthas. If [ want to stop
these anarthas, if 1 want to keep my-
self in my original spiritual identity,
then I have to take to bhakti-yoga. That
is the conclusion of the §éastra, the scrip-
ture.

I am not the body, but I have to
change the body after a hundred years
or ten years or fifty years, according
to the size. The dogs and cats change
their body in ten years, the cows twenty
years, human beings at most a hun-
dred years, and the demigods many
millions of years. But death is there.
You have to change the body.

When Hiranyakasipu executed very
severe austerity, Lord Brahma came to
him and asked, “What do you want?
You are executing such severe austeri-
ties. What is your desire?”

“I want to become immortal.”

Brahma said, “That is not possible.
Nobody is immortal within the mate-
rial world. I am not immortal. How can
I give you the benediction of immor-
tality? That is not possible.”

Everyone is under the laws of na-
ture. The duration of time may be a lit-
tle more or less, but everyone must die.
It is said in the Bhagavad-gita (2.20):

na jayate mriyate va kaddcin

nayari bhiitva bhavita va na bhityah
ajo nityah Sasvato 'yam purano

na hanyate hanyamane sarire

“For the soul there is neither birth nor
death at any time. He has not come into
being, does not come into being, and
will not come into being. He is unborn,
eternal, ever-existing, and primeval. He
is not slain when the body is slain.” But
people do not ask, “If I am immortal—
if I have no birth, no death—then why
am I accepting birth and death and old
age and disease? This is my problem.”
We do not think that way, nor are we
educated to think that way. But in the
Bhagavad-gita (4.9), Lord Krsna ex-
plains the process for stopping the rep-
etition of birth and death:

janma karma ca me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva deharii punar janma
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna

“One who knows the transcendental
nature of My appearance and activi-

What Is the
Hare Krsna MMovement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on a greal
ancient tradition rooted in the
Bhagavad-gita, the teachings Lord
Krsna spoke five millenniums ago.
The Gita and the other Vedic
scriptures declare Krsna to be the
original person, God Himself, who
appears periodically in this world
to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most
sublime and effective means of
meditation for the present day: the
chanting of the names of God,
especially as found in the Hare
Krsna mantra.

Today members of [SKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short alike the win but,
long a like the ain far (and held
twice as long as the short a). Pro-
nounce e like the ain evade, longi
like the iin pique. Pronounce the
vowel r like the riin rim. and ¢ like
the ch in chair. Pronounce conso-
nants like ch, jh, and dh as in
staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-
hot. Pronounce § and s like sh.

So for Krsna say KRISHNA  for
Caitanyasay CHAITANYA.

Spiritual lames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dast, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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Krsna says that if you simply try to
understand Him in truth—itattvatah—ithen your cycle
of birth, death, old age, and disease will stop.

ties does not, upon leaving the body,
take his birth again in this material
world, but attains My eternal abode, O
Arjuna.” Krsna says that if you simply
try to understand Him in truth—
tattvatah—then your cycle of birth,
death, old age, and disease will stop.
You will still have to give up this body;
that is certain. But after giving up this
body, you’'ll get no more material body.
Then what happens? Is your existence
finished? No. Krsna says, mam eti: “He
comes to Me. He comes back home.”

And when you go there, then you
must possess the same type of body as
Krsna. For example, if you want to en-
ter the sun, then you must have a body
made of fire. Our present body is made
of earth, and there are bodies made of
air, water, fire—the five material ele-
ments. If you go back home, back to
Godhead, you have to gain your origi-
nal, spiritual body.

There is a spiritual body. That we do
not know. There is no education about
this. We have got a spiritual body, and
that spiritual body is covered by the
material layer, just as your body is cov-
ered by a shirt and coat. When our
dress becomes old and rotten, we throw
it away and accept another dress. Simi-
larly, this body, when it is not work-
able—when it is old enough and the
physiological function is not going on
nicely—then there is change of body.

Krsna advised Arjuna, “Why are
you lamenting for your old grandfa-
ther? Better to kill him. He will get a
new body.” Of course, it was spoken
jokingly, but the fact is that after the
old body there will be a new body. We
have already had several changes of
body: babyhood to childhood, child-
hood to boyhood, boyhood to youth,
and so on, up to the old body. Then af-
ter that—vasamsi jirnani yathd vihaya
—when we give up this body like an
old and rotten dress, we get another.

This is going on. But this is anartha.

Anartha means that unnecessarily we

are undergoing this change of body. If |

you want to stop it directly, immedi-
ately, what is the process? Bhakti-
vogam adhoksaje: devotional service to
Lord Krsna. That is the statement of
Vydsadeva. And Krsna confirms it in
the Bhagavad-gita (14.26):

marit ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional
service, unfailing in all circumstances,
at once transcends the modes of ma-
terial nature and thus comes to the
level of Brahman.”

Devotional service to Lord Krsna
is the real purpose of life, the real pur-
pose of religion. Srinmd-Bhf?gawmm:
(1.2.6) says, sa vai purisam paro dhar-
mo yato bhaktir adhoksaje: devotional
service to Krsna is first-class religion.
It doesn’t matter what kind of religion
you are following, but if the religious
system teaches you how to become a
devotee of Adhoksaja—adhoksaja
means the Supreme Lord, “beyond our
sense perception”—then your life is
perfect. Then you will be happy.

sa vai pumsarm paro dharmo
yato bhaktir adhoksaje

ahaituky apratihata
yayatma suprasidati

“The supreme occupation [dharma] for
all humanity is that by which men can
attain to loving devotional service unto
the transcendent Lord. Such devo-
tional service must be unmotivated and
uninterrupted to completely satisfy the
self.” If you want satisfaction, if you
want real life, then accept this: yato
bhaktir adhoksaje, devotional service
to Adhoksaja.

We are engaged in the struggle for
existence. “Survival of the fittest,” they
say. But nobody is fit to survive. Every-
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one has to die. Nobody—even big, big
scientists or big, big philosophers—can
survive. They talk of things in the range
of millions of years, but personally they
live only fifty or sixty years. This is their
position. They simply cheat people:
“maybe,” “perhaps,” “millions of
years.” And they are going to live for
fifty years. Why talk of millions of
years?

Now we are taking one body after
another: human being, cat, dog hog,
tree—_8,400,000 species of life. But if
you are actually intelligent, if you are
disgusted, you will think, *This is not
very good business. Being bewildered
by the material energy, I have been
forced to take these bodies. [ am try-
ing to be happy here in the material
world, but that is not my business.”

One must come to that conclusion,
as stated in the Bhagavad-gita (7.19):
A caticr
many, many births, one who is actually
in knowledge surrenders to Krsna.”
Krsna says, “Surrender to Me.” We
have to do that, so why wait for many,
many births? Why not do it now? That
is intelligence. Why not become wise
immediately? Krsna is canvassing. Why
not take it up? If you take it up, you

bahiinam janmandm ante .

| are successful. Tvaktva sva-dharmam

caranambujam hareh. Even if by sen-
timent you take it up, you will be suc-
cessful; it is so nice.

There is no certainty what kind of
body we shall get next. That is our po-
sition. If we want to stop this business,
we must take to bhakti-yoga. How to
execute bhakti-yoga? The people in

| general do not know. For everything

there must be education. Lokasydja-
nato vidvams cakre satvata-sarithitam.
Srila Vyasadeva compiled the Srimad-
Bhagavatam for your eternal life. Here
is the education: Vedic literature. Take
it and study it and follow it and be
happy.
Thank you very much.



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—Lord Krsna's first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna's elder brother.

Battle of Kurukshetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles:

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru™).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages. the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction: or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God,
usually accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and
drums (mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’'s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent™ (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, -érimatf}.

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-dcarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes so-
ciety into four occupational and four spiritual divi-
sions (varnas and asramas). The members of the four
varnas are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests),
the ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers). the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sadras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas (mar-
ried people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead™); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.
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Viagra or Vairagya

Sensual pleasures pale in comparison to the higher taste o]

SIT AT THE lunch table with some
I of my colleagues as we say goodbye

to one of our co-workers. I’'m soon
reminded of why I tend to stay away
from such gatherings: As usual, the con-
versation eventually turns to the topic
of sex.

Mimi, a fifty-eight-year-old woman,
talks about her efforts to preserve an
active sex life with her partner, Phil.
He’s taking the aphrodisiac Viagra, and
I casually listen as Mimi raves about
their renewed sex life. Viagra, in her
estimation, is a miracle.

“Viagra or vairagya,” I think, recall-
ing my husband’s recent quip.

Vairdgya means to voluntarily re-
nounce something to gain something
of greater value. A story from India il-
lustrates the principle well. Five hun-
dred years ago, Sanatana Gosvami, a

touchstone. It was said that this stone
could convert iron into gold. A poor
man, hearing that Sanatana owned
such a treasure, went to seek it out.
When he approached Sanatana Go-
svami, he asked about the touchstone.
Sanatana told him he could take it from
the rubbish heap.

Because the man had some intelli-
gence, he reasoned that if Sanatana had
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great devotee of the Lord, owned a |

| discarded this valuable item, he must
| have something of greater value. The
man then submissively approached
Sandtana Gosvami and asked what
greater thing he possessed.

Sanatana bargained with the man,
saying he would give him the greater
| thing if the man would throw away the
' touchstone. The man readily complied,
and Sanatana Gosvami gave him the
chanting of the Lord’s holy names:
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

The man in the story happily gave
up something lower (and material) for



RADHA KRISHNA TEMPLE

: Montage by Yamaraja Dasa

Where’s the Bliss?

devotion to Lord Krsna. by Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi

something higher (and spiritual). That’s
vairagya. When Srila Prabhupada in-
troduced Krsna consciousness in the
West, he didn’t start by emphasizing
vairdgya; he didn’t insist that we give
things up right away. He was so kind
that he gave us the holy name and
didn’t ask us to give up our touchstones
as a prerequisite for chanting. But the
vairdagya came on its own. As we prac-
ticed chanting the maha-mantra, our
taste for material activities gradually
diminished and we were able to give
up many unwanted habits. Most devo-
tees easily give up meat, gambling, and
intoxication, three of the four main

prohibitions. They give up illicit sex,
too, but that’s harder, because sexual
desire is so deep-rooted. Getting rid of
it takes time. That’s one reason most

| devotees enter family life, choosing to

raise God-conscious children rather
than stay celibate.

While sex is permitted within mar-
riage, it is to be regulated and eventu-
ally given up. Non-devotees and even
devotees often question why some-
thing so seemingly good and intimate
needs to be eliminated from their rep-
ertoire of activities. Is Krsna being un-
kind to us to demand such a sacrifice?
No, Krsna wants us to come to a far

greater pleasure, but it can’t be reached
as long as we stay attached to bodily
pleasures. Our best interest is to work
toward giving up sex so we can tran-

| scend the limited material sphere of

temporary activities.

HELP FROM NATURE

Krsna has designed our bodies to
help us gradually let go of sex desire.
As we progress through the biological
stages of human development, our sex-
ual ability naturally decreases. Unfor-
tunately, today we live in a sex-crazed
society, and a provocative media arti-
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If our goal is to be transported to our
eternal spiritual home, we’ll voluntarily give up
things that impede our progress.

ficially stimulates us, constantly bom-
barding us with erotic images. Even
while innocently standing in grocery
store check-out lines, we're accosted by
magazine covers with pictures of scant-
ily clothed men and women. Two of the
many societal consequences are that
pre-pubescent children become inter-
ested in sex and the elderly are titil-
lated into finding ways to reawaken
their waning sexual inclinations.

Most people would agree that child-
hood promiscuity is unwanted, but
those same people would support pro-
longing sexual activity in their life.
They’d like to be able to fulfill sexual
desires, which persist even in old age.

Sexual desire is so strong that with-
out spiritual training even a dying per-
son will think of sex. To support this
assertion, Prabhupada tells the story
of a king and his minister. When the
king asked his minister when the de-
sire for sex would end, the minister
replied that it lasts up to death.

The king doubted his minister’s
answer. Wanting to prove his point,
the minister took the king and the
king’s young daughter to visit a man
on his deathbed. The man was a loyal
subject and would no doubt be thrilled
by a visit from the king. But when
the king and his daughter entered the
room, the dying man’s eyes focused,
not on the face of the king, but rather
on the attractive young girl.

One may question why sexual de-
sires at death are bad. The Vedic scrip-
tures tell us that our thoughts and
desires at death carry us to our next
destination. To think of sex at death
guarantees our return to the material
world. Because our thoughts at death
are naturally a composite of the activi-
ties and desires of our life, a preoccu-
pation with sex may mean taking a
body more suited to enjoying sex, such
as that of a monkey or a pigeon. Both
species can have sex many times a day
with no guilt or inhibitions.

e o 0

When [ first became a devotee, I
shared knowledge of the soul’s trans-
migration from body to body directed
by our desires at death with a close
friend of mine. Unfortunately, he could
not see the harm in becoming a pigeon
or a monkey. I felt sorry that he was so
attached to sex that he liked the idea
of falling into a lower species with no
chance for spiritual advancement.

CHOOSING VAIRAGYA

Ideally if we have spent our lives
cultivating spiritual desires by practic-
ing spiritual activities, we will be trans-
ported to our eternal spiritual home.
If this is our goal, we’ll choose vairdagya.
We’ll voluntarily choose to give up
things that impede our progress. And
we'll choose to accept things that help
us develop our dormant love for the
Lord. For many followers of the bhakti
path, renunciation is gradual. As we

advance on the path and our realiza- |

tions and taste for spiritual activities
increase, we naturally let go of materi-
alistic activities. In his purport to verse
3.31 of Bhagavad-gita, Srila Prabhu-
pada tells us that even if we can’t at
once follow a particular instruction to
give up material activity, as long as we
don’t resent the principle we’ll gradu-
ally progress on the path of perfection.

This isn’t an endorsement of con-
tinued materialistic behavior, but rath-
er it serves as encouragement to keep
trying without loss of hope. Krsna is
well aware of how difficult it is for us
to progress in conquering sexual desire.
That’s why He sent so much help, es-
pecially in the form of our spiritual
master Srila Prabhupada, who expert-
ly understood our mentalitics. While
preaching in the West, Prabhupada
simplified the process of bhakti-yoga
to accommodate our way of life and
our tainted consciousness. He wrote
many books making Vedic literature
accessible to us and encouraged his dis-
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ciples to write their realizations as well.

Krsna also sent His holy names.
Being identical to Him, His names have
the power to transform our worldly
mentality into transcendental con-
sciousness. The holy names convert our
feelings of lust into pure love. They re-
move the blanket of abject ignorance
and illuminate us with knowledge. The
names can release us from the shack-
les of sex life, the binding force in the

| material world.

Yes, sex is such a seemingly wonder-
ful thing that we’re willing to sacrifice
the kingdom of God for it. We're will-
ing to be cramped up in a mother’s
womb again and face the trauma of
birth. We’re willing to be helpless ba-
bies suffering from hunger, indigestion,
and diaper rash. We're willing to be
school-age children again, forced to sit
still for long hours of the day, waiting
for the bell ring to set us free. We're
willing to suffer through awkward ado-
lescence with acne and braces. We're
willing to be a parent again and stay
up all night with a sick baby, and to
again raise an insubordinate teen.
We're willing to get old with excruci-
ating pains in our joints and organs.
We're willing to do all this again and
again just to enjoy a few moments of
the pleasurable physical sensation
called sex.

This insanity afflicts us all. We need
to pray for “the desire to desire to de-
sire” to become free of sexual cravings.
We also have a responsibility to give
knowledge to others—people like Mi-
mi, who is convinced she has found the
miracle of life in Viagra. Our miracle
is that we came in contact with a pure
devotee who gave us the most valuable
thing—the Lord’s holy names. €3

Arcana-Siddhi Devi Dast was initiat-
ed by Srila Prabhupdda in 1976. She
lives with her husband and son in Balti-
more, Maryland, where she works as a

family therapist.



T°'S WEDNESDAY evening at 6:30,

and I’'m just getting in from yet an

other long day at the university. I
had three lessons today, two group
meetings, one presentation, and a mid-
term. I didn’t sleep a wink last night,
and I still have to chant twelve rounds
and somehow manage to get some
sleep.

I enter my study to unload my be-
longings, and I see it. Right there on
the corner of my desk. I try to walk the
other way, but the force is too strong,
as it is everyday. It’s calling me, once
again: my agenda.

Reluctantly,I open it to today’s date
to find:

e Study for finance midterm
tomorrow @ 1:00

The author at home studying.

| o Apply for marketing position

e Finish accounting assignment
e Prepare for accounting group
meeting tomorrow @ 3:00

The words blur as tears well up in
my eyes. How in the world am I sup-
posed to get all of this done, chant, and
get some sleep? Where should I start?

I often ask myself how I can possi-
bly advance spiritually while bom-
barded with all these material pres-
sures. On numerous occasions my mind
is on my next assignment or meeting
rather than on spiritual subjects, such
as Krsna’s pastimes or the lecture given
at the temple last Sunday.

“I just don’t have time to do my

| rounds today,” I say to myself.

I close my eyes and remember last
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week’s lecture: “Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, has a quota
for our happiness. Although we must
not neglect our daily duties in the con-
text of our material lives, we must not
forget that the reason for everything
we have, do, and think is Krsna. The
result of our work is predetermined,
and over-endeavoring for material hap-
piness can only take us away from spiri-
tual advancement.”

THE MOST IMPORTANT
THINGS FIRST

With this in mind, I decide the first
thing I need to do is chant. Although
the material demands that surround
me are intense and plentiful, they
should never be satisfied at the expense
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of my daily spiritual routine. Spiritual |
life is not something we can put on hold
for more convenient times. We must
chant and progress spiritually to redis-
cover our eternal relationship with
Krsna as His servant.

The very notion of a relationship
implies reciprocity. The best friendships
are unconditional, and the most impor-
tant and best friend we have is Krsna
Himself. After all the things Krsna has
blessed me with, I think, I cannot ne-
glect my rounds out of convenience.
After all, my so-called successes and
failures all belong to Him. It is because
of Him that I am a student. Itis He who
allowed me to get an education, and it
is He who gives me knowledge.

Then I realize that all of my so-
called stress is temporary; it is all bodily
related. [ have to get an “A.” I have to
get a job.

But / am not this body; I am the soul.
All of the results for which I endeavor
are temporary, material. Although I
cannot ignore the material pressures
that surround me, I cannot allow them
to rule my consciousness. Thoughts of
Krsna should rule my consciousness.

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE

I look again at my agenda and see
things a little differently:

¢ Study for finance midterm
tomorrow @ 1:00—For Krsna

* Apply for marketing position—
For Krsna

e Finish accounting assignment—
For Krsna

e Prepare for accounting group
meeting tomorrow @ 3:00—
For Krsna

Suddenly it all makes sense. After
I’'ve chanted my rounds, I should study
hard and do the best I can to get that
job in which I can make some money
to donate to the temple and serve
Krsna better. Above all else, I shouldn’t
stress; Krsna will take care of me if 1
take care of Him.

My tears turn into determination. 1
have a newfound energy, and I feel
much lighter, even though it will be 8:00
by the time I finish my rounds, and I
will still have so much to do. But it’s
OK, because whatever Krsna wants is
what will happen. And I want what
Krsna wants. {3

Rashi Singh ended up graduating with
an honors degree in marketing from
the Schulich School of Business at
York University. She lives in Toronto,
Canada.
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2003 SPRING SCHEDULE

April 2-3: University
of lllinois, Chicago

April 14-15: University
of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill

April 16=17: University
of Florida, Gainesville

May 3-4: Houston

May 10-11: Dallas

May 17-18: New Orleans

To confirm festival
dates before

making your
travel plans,
contact the
Festival of India
(www.festivalofindia .org) or
the temple in the city where
the festival will be held.




Mayapur, West Bengal, India

tare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
tare Rama, Hare Rama
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama”)
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Ananda  Balarama Cintamani ahnu

HONORING
THE LAND
OF LORD CAITANYA

A teacher finds a creative way to help her students
fix their minds on the Lord.

-

Dh

anistha

Teacher Campakalata Devi Dasi oversaw the project, which included plaques like this one for each diorama.
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N MARCH 18 (in some places, March 17),
O devotees in the Hare Krsna movement,

along with millions of other Vaisnavas
around the world, will observe one of the most
important festivals of the year: Sri Gaura Pur-
nima, honoring the appearance of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Lord Caitanya, who is Krsna
Himself in the guise of His own devotee,
descended a little over five hundred years ago in
the area of West Bengal known as Navadvipa
(“Nine Islands”). To our defective vision, Nava-
dvipa may seem like an ordinary place, but pure
souls know that Navadvipa, like any place on
earth the Lord chooses to call home, is a dhama
—a transcendental site, a replica of His eternal
home in the spiritual world. And like the Lord
Himself, His dhama is also worthy of our
worship and contemplation.

Last year, Campakalata Devi Dast, a teacher
at Padma Academy in Hillsborough, North
Carolina, wanted to come up with a school
project to help the students absorb their minds
in Lord Caitanya for six weeks leading up to the
Gaura Parnima festival. She thought a major art
project would work, and one of her students,
twelve-year-old Sitarani, suggested dioramas—
small three-dimensional scenes of painted
molded figures and backgrounds. Campakalata
liked the idea, especially since dioramas are a
traditional art form in Bengal. She decided
they'd make nine of them, one for each of
Navadvipa’s nine islands.

Together, students and teachers decided on
one main event per island. Because Nava-
dvipa’s shape resembles that of a lotus, they
fashioned eight dioramas on bases shaped like a
lotus petal. They shaped the ninth—for Maya-
pur, at the center of Navadvipa—like a lotus
whorl. They also inscribed a plaque for each
diorama, explaining the event depicted.

Each student took responsibility for at least
one figure, and some older students made a
whole petal. The youngest children made a bed
and flower bushes. As they completed the
project, the students were amazed they could
make realistic figures, and they were gratified
that through their humble efforts, Lord Caitanya
and His devotees had revealed themselves. 3

Padma Academy teaches boys and girls ages
5-18 and awards recognized American high
school diplomas. Contact Mayapurcandra Dasa,
principal (mayapur @com.org), Campakalata
Devi Dasi, teacher (campaka @com.org), or
Urmila Devi Dasi, teacher (urmila@com.org; or
call (919) 643-2001. Or visit www.radharani.com.

Photos by Mayapurcandra Dasa

Antardvipa

The Birthplace of Lord Caitanya

This island is also called Mayapur and is the
birthplace of Lord Caitanya. At the time of
Lord Caitanya’s birth, there was a lunar eclipse.
To ward off its inauspicious effects, all the people
of Navadvipa (or Nadia, as it was called at that
time) bathed in the holy Ganges and chanted
the names of Krsna. Lord Caitanya, who had
remained in His mother’s womb for 13 months,
chose this auspicious time, while everyone was
chanting His name, to appear. Although He
would later be named Visvambara and eventually
be called Lord Caitanya, His mother, Sact, affec-
tionately called her beautiful golden son Nimai,
after the neem tree beneath which He was born.
—Made by Dhanistha
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Rudradvipa

Lord Caitanya Takes Sannydsa

I n Rudradvipa there is a place named
Nirdaya, which means “merciless.”
While His devoted wife, Visnupriya, slept,
Lord Caitanya left His home in Antara-
dvipa to take sannyasa. He traveled to the
west and crossed the Ganges River to this
village in Rudradvipa. Though His pur-
pose in taking sannyasa was to deliver
all the fallen souls, the act appeared
merciless, hence the name “Nirdaya.”
—Made by Radhika, Campakalata,

and Balarama
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Simantadvipa

The Kazi Surrenders to Nimai

he gravesite of Nadia’s Muslim ruler,
T the Chand Kazi, is located here.

Once, in an attempt to thwart Nimai’s sari-
kirtana movement, Chand Kazi stormed into a
devotee’s house. He broke a mrdarniga and
declared that anyone who dared chant Krsna’s
names again would be converted into a Muslim.

The devotees became afraid of the Kazi’s
declaration. But Lord Caitanya told them not
to fear. He ordered them to gather a huge
chanting party with which to approach the
Kazi’s home. The Kazi became fearful upon
seeing the power of the Lord, and after first
trying to hide, he was finally coaxed from his
home.

Once outside, he recounted a dream he’d
had in which Lord Nrsimha had warned him
never to again disturb the Lord’s kirtana. The
Kazi thus humbly accepted Lord Caitanya’s
reproach, declaring that henceforth the devo-
tees would be free to sing the holy name as they
pleased.

—Made by Sitarani, Kundalata,
and Ananda



Godrumadvipa

Nimai Grows a Mango Tree

nce, the Lord was performing

Omr}:kirmna with His devotees. After
chanting and dancing for a long time, they
became tired and sat down to rest. Seeing how
tired they were, the Lord took a mango seed
and planted it in the ground. The minute it
was planted, the seed sprouted and began to
grow. As the astonished devotees looked on,
the full-grown tree soon hung heavy with
hundreds of mangos. These mangos had no
seeds inside and no skins outside. They were
so sweet, and filled with so much juice, that
after eating only one each, the devotees were
completely satisfied.

—Made by Campakalata and Jahnu

Modadrumadvipa

Saranga Thakura Initiates a Dead Boy

here was a devotee during Lord Caitanya’s
T time named Saranga Thakura. Lord Caitanya
was very pleased with Saranga’s devotion and asked
him to make some disciples. Saranga assured the
Lord that the next day he would initiate the first
person he saw. The next morning, as he was about to
step into the Ganges to bathe, he saw a boy’s dead
body float past. Remembering his promise to Lord
Caitanya, he brought the dead boy’s body to the
shore and chanted the initiating mantras into his
ear. As soon as the dead boy heard the mantras, he
came back to life.

He offered his obeisances to the feet of Saranga
and told him, *Yesterday I was undergoing a cer-
emony to accept initiation, but a black snake came
and bit me. I can’t remember anything after that.”

—Made by Cintamani

MARCH / APRIL 2003 « BACKTO GODHEAD 21



Ritudvipa

Nitai Falls Unconscious

nce Lord Nityananda, along with His
O associates, entered the wonderful forests
of Ritudvipa. The beauty of the forests re-
minded the Lord of His intimate pastimes with
Krsna as Krsna’s older brother, Balarama.

In the mood of Balarama, Lord Nityananda
called out, “Quickly bring Me My horn! My
cowherd friends are far ahead of Me. Krsna is
fast asleep and won’t get up. I can’t herd these
cows alone.”

The devotees with Him tried to calm Him.

They reminded Him who He actually was.
They said, “O Nityananda Prabhu, Your
brother, Lord Caitanya, has gone and taken

KOladVipﬂ, sannyasa, leaving us here alone.”

Jagannatha Dasa Babaji Dances Lord Nityananda became so heartbroken at

hearing this that He lost consciousness.

agannatha Dasa Babaji’s samadhi —Made by Kundalata, Dhanistha,

and Campakalata

[memorial tomb] is located here. This

great acarya in the Gaudiya Vaisnava line
lived over 150 years ago. He was regarded
as the chief of the Vaisnavas of his time. In
1893, when he was 142 years old, he went
with Bhaktivinoda Thakura to try to find
the real birthplace of Lord Caitanya. He
was so old that he could not walk and his
body was stooped over. His eyelids drooped
so much that if he wanted to see something,
his disciples would have to hold his eyelids
open. He was able to travel to the holy
places of Navadvipa in a basket his disciples
carried on their heads. Despite his decrepit
condition, when he reached the spot where

‘ "Ff\:s
H‘.,('J..y_;_

~

Lord Caitanya was born (in Antardvipa) he

jumped out of his basket and danced in
ccstasy.
—Made by Saci and Parijata [ 4

22 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ MARCH/APRIL 2003



Madhyadvipa

Lord Siva Rides Brahma’s Swan

n this island there is a forest called
O Naimisharanya, where at the beginning of
Kali-yuga thirty-three thousand sages
assembled to hear the Srimad-Bhagavatam
spoken by Srila Siita Gosvami. Lord Siva, who
was also eager to hear this narration, mounted
His bull carrier, Nandi, and left His abode on
Mount Kailasa. However, He feared that the
recitation would end before His arrival because
Nandi was too slow. So He abandoned Nandi
and mounted Brahma’s swift swan carrier, who

brought Him to Naimisharanya just in time.
—Made by Ananda

Jahnudvipa

Jahnu Muni Releases Ganga

ear Kapila’s ashram, on this island of
NJahnudvipa, a great sage named Jahnu
once had his ashram. One day while sitting
in meditation, he heard the deafening roar
of the Ganges River as she followed the sage
Bhagiratha. Afraid that Ganga would de-
stroy the planet, Jahnu Muni swallowed her
up in one gulp. Bhagiratha was overcome
with anxiety. Ganga was supposed to liber-
ate his ancestors! With great devotion, he
worshiped Jahnu Muni, offering beautiful
prayers. Pleased with Bhagiratha’s sincerity,
Jahnu Muni allowed Ganga to emerge from
his ear. Thus, Ganga is known as Jahnavi
Devi, the daughter of Jahnu Muni.

—Made by Sitarani, Lalita,
and Campakalata
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BOOK EXCERPT

Narada Sees
God Everywhere

A short history of one of the most famous
saints of the Vedic tradition.

by Amala Bhakta Dasa

HE ANGRY SNAKE LAY coiled in the grass,
waiting to spring at the oncoming feet.

The feet belonged to Narada’s mother, who
couldn’t see the agitated viper. Not only was it too
dark, but her mind was centered on getting to the
cowshed. There, she would milk a cow and then
bring the milk back to the house.

The snake saw the feet coming closer . . . closer
... Then, just as one foot was about to trample it,
the serpent lunged and sank its deadly fangs into
the foot, venom squirting rapidly into its victim'’s
bloodstream.

Narada’s mother screamed and gazed down fear-
fully. Seeing the snake attached to her foot, she
grabbed it by the neck, pulled it off, and flung it as
far away as she could.

As she hastily continued toward the barn, she
suddenly felt a weakness, a limpness, come over her.
She halted, rubbing the side of her head where it
had begun to throb. Then, no longer able to stand,
she helplessly collapsed to the ground. Her breath
came in tense, painful gasps. She tried to cry for
help, but her weakened voice failed her. Feeling
alone, distressed, and helpless, she knew she would
soon be dead.

From Mystical Stories from the Shrimad Bhagavatam
(available from the Krishna. com Store). This retelling of
Narada’a life is based on Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto 1,
Chapters 5 and 6.

When her five-year-old son, Narada, learned that
she had passed away, he could not help thinking
about her. She had been a maidservant at a
brahmana’s house while trying to raise him. He re-
called the last rainy season—when it had just be-
gun. Several itinerant devotees of Lord Visnu had
asked for and received shelter at the house. The
master had assigned Narada’s mother to cater to
their needs during the four months they would be
there. Gladly serving them, she delegated some of
her duties to her son. Narada would, for example,
deliver their food to them and clean their quarters.

As aresult of serving the holy men—and receiv-
ing their blessings—Narada suddenly became very
spiritually inclined. He was self-controlled and un-
interested in childish sports. Never ill behaved, he
spoke only that which was necessary.

THE POWER OF PRASADAM

One day, while he was taking away the renun-
ciants’ leftovers—prasdadam, or eatables that had
been offered to and blessed by God—he asked if
he could eat them. Understanding his purpose, they
gladly consented, and Narada consumed and rel-
ished all their remnants.

Just from this holy contact, all the karmic pun-
ishments that Narada would normally have re-
ceived from the sins he had committed in his past

I lives were instantly eradicated. Thus, his heart be-

Right: Narada Muni travels freely throughout the material and spiritual worlds.
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Painting by Prema Vilasa Devi Dasi

came purified and he became strongly
attracted to transcendental living. He
therefore eagerly listened to the sages
describing the attractive activities of
Lord Krsna. And with each telling, he
became increasingly enrapt —so much
so that his taste for knowing about
Krsna's divine exploits escalated daily.
This resulted in his realizing that he was
not his material body or mind but an
eternal, spiritual soul.

As Narada continued serving the
sages, he developed strong faith in
them. They, in turn, instructed him in
confidential, spiritual knowledge. He
learned where souls originally come
from, why they are in this world, what

| causes them to suffer, and how they
| may become free from all misery. He
also discovered that he had an eternal
relationship with God and even though
it had become dormant, he could re-
vive it by the process of bhakti-yoga,
or devotional service to Him. He fur-
ther learned that he could eventually
enter the divine world—where God
dwells and acts—and personally meet
and serve Him there. To Narada, there
was no higher goal than this.

At the end of the rainy and autumn
seasons, the holy men bid Narada
goodbye and wandered off to other
places.

Now that Narada’s mother was

Narada offers blessings to Dhruva, one of his many famous disciples.
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dead, what would he do? Who would
attend to him? Considering this, he felt
quite helpless. Though he was sad from
being separated from his mother, he
knew that she had merely gone to an-
other realm—and that the Lord would
take good care of her. He also under-
stood that her leaving him while he was
so young was God’s special mercy, for
now he would have to depend solely
on the Lord to guide and help him.
Since he had full faith in God, he left
the brahmana’s house and walked onto
the road. Completely alone and deter-
mined to be an itinerant devotee—just
like the sages who had initiated him—
he now headed north.

SEEING THE
LORD IN THE HEART

Narada passed through many thriv-
ing cities, towns, villages, valleys, veg-
etable and animal farms, flower and
nursery gardens, and natural forests.
He saw hills and mountains full of
gold, silver, and copper, as well as land
tracts with water reservoirs filled with
attractive lotus flowers fit for the resi-
dents of the heavenly planets. He
ventured through numerous forests,
bamboo reeds, sharp grasses, weeds,
and caves, which were difficult for him
to forge through alone. And he saw
dark and dangerous forests that were
the playgrounds of snakes, owls, and
jackals.

After a while, he felt not only physi-
cal and mental exhaustion, but also in-
tense hunger and thirst. But he soon
came upon a lake, and after bathing in
it and drinking its water, he felt relieved
and refreshed.

Continuing on, Narada discovered
an uninhabited forest, where he sat
down under the shade of a banyan tree
and began to meditate. Then, as the
sages had taught him, he focused his
attention on the Supersoul in his heart.
As he gazed resolutely at the Lord’s
lotuslike feet, his heart became filled
with transcendental love, and tears
flowed from his eyes.

Narada instantly saw Lord Krsna in
his heart, and this vision filled him with
indescribable happiness. Every part of
his body became thrilled and enlivened
with ecstasy. In fact, Narada became so
blissful that he could no longer see the



As soon as Narada sings about the Lord’s holy activities
and plays a devotional medody, Lord Krsna,
as if summoned, instantly appears in Narada’s heart.

Lord. And yet he wanted to continue
seeing Him, for the vision gave him
total satisfaction. Perturbed by the loss,
Narada concentrated firmly on his
heart and tried again and again to see
that divine form. But hard as he tried,
he could not succeed. This greatly frus-
trated and distressed him.

Noting the child’s grief, the Lord
within suddenly but gravely said to
him, “Narada, I'm sorry to say that you
will not see Me for the rest of your life.”

“What!” Narada was taken aback.

“I'm sorry.”

“But—why?”

“Because you're still incomplete in
devotional service.”

“Incomplete?”

“Yes. But the more service you per-
form, the purer your heart will be-
come.”

“But why did You let me see You
today?”

“To increase your desire for Me.”

“Increase?”

“Yes. The more you remember Me
and hanker after Me, the more you’ll
be freed from your worldly desires.”

“And when I'm free from them, will
I be able to see you then?”

“Yes, always—and everywhere.”

Narada became hopeful.

“By My mercy, you will never for-
get Me.”

® & @

When the Lord stopped speaking,
Narada felt relieved and grateful. He

| therefore offered Him his obeisances.

INARADA’S MESSAGE

From that time on, Narada remem-
bered and chanted the Lord’s name
and glories regularly, for he knew how
immensely beneficial those practices
are. Thus, he continued traveling all
over the world, fully satisfied, humble,
and content. At the end of his life, he
was free from all materialistic desires
and karma. The Lord then awarded
him a transcendental body, which is
eternally knowledgeable and blissful,

| and which enables one to see the Su-

preme Lord always.

Many years later, when Lord Brah-
ma’s day ended (after 4.32 billion
years), the world was destroyed. At that
time Narada, along with Brahma, en-
tered the Supreme Lord’s body and
remained there in divine consciousness.
At the end of Lord Brahma’s night
(4.32 billion years), when Brahma
awoke he once more created the world.
Then Narada appeared from Brahma’s
body in the same transcendental form
he had when he had previously entered
God’s body. Since then, by the grace
of Lord Visnu, Narada travels every-
where without restriction, both in the

material and spiritual worlds, perform-
ing devotional service for Him.

Wherever Narada travels, he always
sings God’s glories and plays devo-
tional music on his vina. This stringed
instrument is charged with transcen-
dental sound and was given to him by
Lord Krsna Himself. As soon as Nara-
da sings about the Lord’s holy activi-
ties and plays a devotional melody,
Lord Krsna, as if summoned, instantly
appears in Narada’s heart.

Narada’s message to everyone is
“You can cross over the rough ocean
of materialistic desires, anxieties, and
miseries with the boat of constant con-
versation about the transcendental ac-
tivities of the Supreme Lord. This gives
you pure love of God and complete
delight and fulfillment. Possessing
these, you need nothing else.”

Thus, Narada not only achieved his
spiritual goal—of being able to see God
always—but by his expert teaching and
perfect example, he continues Lo in-
struct many other souls on how to do
the same.

Amala Bhakta Dasa, well-known for his
audio recordings of Krsna conscious
books, is the author of The Life of Tul-
asi Devi, Mystical Stories from the
Mahabharata, and Mystical Stories
from the Srimad-Bhagavatam.

LETTERS

(continued from page 5)

spiritual world in His original spiritual
form, and He comes here on occasion.
Great devotees of the Lord play the
role of His father and mother, and thus
He enjoys playing as a child, and His
parents enjoy the pleasure of serving
Him.

Because He is unlimited, naturally
Krsna’s birth and activities are diffi-
cult for us limited beings to understand.
The great saint Queen Kunti praises

Lord Krsna in this way: “Of course
it is bewildering, O soul of the uni-
verse, that You work, though You are
inactive, and that You take birth,
though You are the vital force and
the unborn.”

God seems to take birth, but factual-
ly He always exists in His spiritual
form. Although Krsna stayed in hu-

man society for 125 years, His spiritual |

| body looked no older than sixteen

years. And because He is God Him-

| self, His body is full of all spiritual

potencies even when He seems to be
just three months old.

These are important topics. Krsna
says in the Bhagavad-gita that one
who understands the transcendental
nature of His birth and activities does
not have to accept a material body,
but can return to Him in the spiritual
world at the end of this life.

Please write to us at: BTG, P. O. Box
430, Alachua, FI. 32616, USA. E-mail:

editors@lrishna.com.
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for other
locations. Consult your local Hare
Krsna temple for the exact dates
for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Govinda
(February 17-March 18)

MARCH

2—Sri Siva Ratri, a day in honor
of Lord Siva.

4—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jagannatha Dasa Babaj,
the great devotee in the disciplic
line from Lord Caitanya who
confirmed Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura’s discovery of Lord
Caitanya’s birthplace.

14—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans.

15—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Madhavendra Puri, the
spiritual master of Lord Caitan-
ya’'s spiritual master.

18—S1i Gaura Purnima, the
appearance anniversary of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,

who is Krsna Himself in the
role of His own devotee. Fasting
till moonrise, followed by a
break-fast of Ekadasi prasadam
(no grains or beans). Feasting
tomorrow.

(ALENDAR

Month of Visnu
(March 19-April 16)

25—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s principal associates.

28—Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

APRIL

7—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Ramanujacarya, a Vaisnava philo-
sopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the eleventh century.

11—Sri Rama Navami, the appeat-
ance anniversary of Lord Rama-
candra. Fasting till sunset, followed
by feasting.

13—Kéamada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

16—Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa, Lord
Krsna’s springtime rasa dance.
Balarama Rasa Yatra, Lord Bala-
rama’s rasa dance. Appearance
anniversary of Hanumanyji, eternal
servant of Lord Rama. Appearance
anniversary of Srila Syamananda
Pandita, a follower of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 17-May 16)

26—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the
author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a
biography on Lord Caitanya.

27—Varithini Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

MAY

1—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gadadhara Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s principal associates.
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4—Beginning of Candana Yatra,
the festival of anointing Lord
Jagannatha with sandalwood pulp
for twenty-one days.

10—Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of
Lord Ramacandra. Appearance
anniversary of Srimati Jahnava
Devi, the consort of Lord Nitya-
nanda Prabhu. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Madhu Pan-
dita, a great devotee of Lord
Caitanya.

12—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

13—Rukmini Dvadasi, the
appearance anniversary of Srimati
Rukmini Devi, the consort of
Lord Krsna as Dvarakadhisa, the
Lord of Dvaraka.

14— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedi-
cated disciple of Srila Prabhupada
who helped him bring the Ratha-
yatra festival to the West.

15—Nrsimha Caturdasi, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsim-
hadeva, Lord Krsna's half-man,
half-lion incarnation. Fasting till
dusk, followed by feasting.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 17-June 14)

20—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Ramananda Raya, an inti-
mate associate of Lord Caitanya.

26—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

27—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura,
author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata,
a biography on Lord Caitanya.
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Your satisfaction
is our highest priority.

LET OUR BTG SERVICE CENTER
* HELP YOU WITH:

Renewing Your Subscription:
We will automatically
notify you by mail when it’s time
to renew. If you prefer, you
can even renew your subscrip-
tion by calling us toll-free.

Gift Subscriptions:
An easy way to send
a thoughtful gift! You can send
a gift subscription of BTG
to friends and family any time
of the year. We'll also
include an attractive gift card
announcing your gift.

Change of Address:

If you are moving or taking a
vacation, we'd be happy to
change your address or suspend
service temporarily.

Other Questions
About Your Subscription:
We'll gladly help you with
these and any other questions
you may have concerning your
BTG subscription.

WRITE SUBSCRIBER SERVICE AT:

BTG Service Center
P. O. Box 430
Alachua FL 32616, USA

OR CALL US TOLL FREE:

1-800-800-3284

Fax: 1-386-462-1761

E-mail: btgsubs@krishna.com
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— Vaisnava Theological Seminary « Radhadesh, Belgium —

MINISTERIAL PROGRAM 2003-2004
September 15, 2003-June 25, 2004

The one-year Ministerial Program requires participants to take 15 core mod-
ules in Theology and Philosophy, 8 core modules in the Ministerial and Voca-
tional strand, and 3 core modules in Introspection and Devotion, with additional
exercises and group sessions. The Program is divided in three terms and in-
cludes a 3-week holiday during Christmas and a 2-week holiday in the spring.

COURSES AND TEACHERS#

Faith Development—Kadamba Kanana Swami
Introspection Week: The Nectar of the Holy Name—Sacinandana Swami
Introspection Week: The Nectar of Srimad-Bhagavatam—Sacinandana Swami
Introspection Retreat: Truth and Dharma—Akhandadhi Dasa
Communications I (VTE**)—Anuttama Dasa
Leadership and Management (VTE)—Anuttama Dasa
Bhakti-sastri Overview—DBraja Bihari Dasa
Counseling and Life Skills—Dhira Govinda Dasa
Personal Transformation—Dhira Govinda Dasa
Sociology—Kartamisa Dasa
Congregational Developmeni—Krpamoya Dasa
Comparative Religion—Krsna Ksetra Dasa
Vaisnava Theology—XKrsna Ksetra Dasa

Vedic Philosophy: Sad-darsana—Pranava Dasa
Introduction to Sanskrit—Radhika Ramana Dasa
VTE Teacher Training I—Rasamandala Dasa
VTE Teacher Training [[—Rasamandala Dasa
Western Philosophy—Ravindra Svartpa Dasa
Erhicxs'—gcs_sa Dasa
Interfaith—Yadunandana Dasa / Hanuman Dasa
.§rfnmd~Bhrigmw.fu'n, Cantos 1 and 2—Yadunandana Dasa
Bhalkti-sastri Teacher Training (VTE)—Yadunandana Dasa

Tuition: 1,450 Euros (Boarding and prasadam not included.)

For more information or registration, contact Alakananda Devi Dasi at
college@pamho.net; phone +32 (086) 323280; fax +32 (086) 322029.

Bhaktivedanta College/Vaisnava Theological Seminary, BLS asbl., Petite
Somme 2, B-6940 Durbuy, Belgium « www.bhaktivedantacollege.com

The ISKCON Ministry of Educational Development
offers its blessings and support to Bhaktivedanta College and the
important initiative it represents. This College forms the educational
foundation of the most effective, systematic, and comprehensive
educational program in ISKCON today. Education is our future.
—Sesa Dasa, GBC Minister of Education

“The list may change slightly by the time the Program begins.

*#*Vaisnava Training and Education, an initiative that promotes systematic
education within ISKCON. The Bhaktivedanta College is a combined effort

of the VTE and the VIHE (Vaisnava Institute for Higher Education).
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DYNAMIC,
EXPANDING
BERsy:
THE HARE
KRONA
MANTRA

Lord Krsna’s holy names bring light
to downtown London on a Saturday night.

by Urmila Devi Dasi

Photos by Rajasana Dasa

E CROSS Oxford Street with
five mrdanga drums, two loud
and deep African drums, kara-

tala cymbals, an accordion, and an elec-
tric guitar. OQur chanting party consists
of over a hundred members, from so
many countries and ethnic back-
grounds that the diversity is startling.
There are men in dhotis, in suits, and in
jeans, women in saris, colorful dresses,
and subdued business clothes. We race

30 BACKTO GODHEAD « MARCH/APRIL 2003



na, Hare Hare/
Rama Rama,
ho through

or dance down the street, singing
as we run, churning up wa i

To this 1'19.11\-:.. New Yorker, the
3  and the buildings

player has his own sp ; .
1L\’R1TLLS res und to the i{,ad singer’

numbers of tourists and people who

come from around the country to
sample the culture of central London.
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advertised by seductive models under
flashing colored lights, draw humanity
far away from the qualities that build
a foundation for enlightenment, quali-
ties that demarcate us as human. The
people lining the streets are not think-
ing of enlightenment as they laugh in
the outer darkness of night and the in-
ner darkness of lust, greed, intoxica-
tion, and sensual enticements.

SPONTANEOUS
DANCING

Yet the chance for enlightenment
comes. Our group randomly runs,
jumps, and leaps across the streets, un-

read Bhagavad-gita but doesn’t under- |

stand why there should be love and vio-
lence in a spiritual treatise. Alongside
the chanters, we talk for a while about
how God is the source of everything,
including love and fighting. In God,
Krsna, these feelings and activities ex-
ist in their original, pure form. Read-
ing or hearing of these will purify us
from the base forms of lust and anger.
Lust, anger, and greed are gates to suf-
fering in this and future lives, but the
spiritual originals, of which these are a
twisted counterpart, are a source of
varieties of great pleasure.

Some members of the party hand

out books, magazines, or invitations to |

der archways, and even into the sub- | the next festival, but most of us are

way, where the acoustics intensify the |
chanting. In parks or streets closed to
traffic, we linger for some time, sections
of our group spontaneously perform-
ing dances that seem choreographed.
An appreciative crowd gathers. I'm
amazed by how many people join the
dancing, carry our flags and banners for
a while, sing with us, or simply smile,
wave, or nod. I try to make eye contact
with as many onlookers as possible,
smiling and drawing them into the
chanting. Hecklers appear, too, but
their harsh condemnation drowns in
our overflowing happiness and enthu-
siasm.

One man quietly tells me he has

| caught up in the mantra, the melody,

and the movements that naturally ex-
press themselves in our bodies. We can-
not help but dance. How can we dance
and sing publicly with such abandon?
Some onlookers probably assume
we’ve been drinking, but we take no
alcohol or other intoxicants and many
of us are shy. Others only familiar with
quiet personal meditation may be sur-
prised that total absorption in a man-
tra would express itself as public exu-

| berance. One member of the chanting

party is out for the first time, nervously
wondering if his boss is sitting at a res-
taurant window we pass. Perhaps some
of us consider what people will think

of our acting like madmen, but most
of us are so absorbed in the chanting
that public opinion seems like a far-
away dream of no value.

THE GREAT
CALLTO GOD

The greatest mystery is the mantra
itself, its meaning and power, and the
effect on those of us who abandon or-
dinary decorum to sing it on busy
streets. It is a prayer, a hymn, but of
the greatest intensity and intimacy of
all calls to God.

The mantra is a direct address: “O
Krsna, Supreme Lord, Absolute Truth,
the most attractive person
because of Your incompa-
rable and unlimited beau-
ty, wealth, fame, strength,
intelligence, and renun-
ciation! O Hara, Radha,
female consort of the
Lord, who steals His mind
with love and takes away
our material attachment
and suffering! O Rama,
supreme reservoir of all
pleasure, who enjoys tran-
scendent love in Your
own kingdom!”

What do we ask for
when we call out to Krsna
and His supreme energy?
Service. The mantra is a
plea for loving service and
for connection—yoga—
in divine love.

We ask not for mate-
rial wealth, fame, sensual
and mental pleasure, or even salvation
apart from serving Krsna. As such, the
mantra we sing with captivating melo-
dies and expert musical accompani-
ment is the key to the highest levels of
religious and spiritual understanding
and experience. It embodies the sum-
mit of purity and ecstatic divine love.
The mantra is composed of the names
of God, and His name is more than
blessed—it 1s God Himself in a form
of utmost mercy. Additionally, hidden
in the arrangement of the divine names
is the most secret and intimate beati-
tude shared between Krsna and His
consort, Radha: Their meeting and
blissfully anguished separation, only to

| meet and separate again.

MARCH / APRIL 2003 « BACK TO GODHEAD 33



ENTERING
ALL HEARTS

How is it that the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra—which invokes supreme mys-
tery and power and is the most secret
inner truth of the Absolute Truth—ap-
pears from our mouths among the
weekend revelers? To fully enter into
the chanting of the mahda-mantra, to
even be qualified to hear and chant it,
would seem to be reserved for the most
pure and austere of spiritual adepts. Yet
the maha-mantra, while containing es-
sential truth generally revealed only to
the most exalted saints, is a form of
Krsna so benevolent that it enters the
hearts of even the most materialistic.
The tipsy passerby who sings with us
in his partying mood gets a seed of
spiritual understanding. The people
who nod and wave or merely hear start
their journey to perfection.

Those of us for whom chanting the
Hare Krsna mantra is a way of life
chant not only periodically on the
street but daily in group singing and in
quiet personal meditation. Indeed, the
ripe fruit of perfection is to chant in-
cessantly, the mantra becoming the es-
sential part of one’s life.

Cultivating the fruit is a science,
from planting the seed to harvesting.
An expert gardener in this spiritual
science learns and practices the art of
chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare
to achieve the full effect expeditiously
and without deviation.

The science requires expert guid-
ance, a life of purity and goodness, a
mood of self-surrender, and avoidance
of pitfalls. The essence is to have a life
where everything is done as an offer-
ing to Krsna, with the help of a spiri-
tual master to whom one has firmly
committed. Such a life includes the
regular study of scriptures such as
the Bhagavad-gita and the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, living in a holy place (or
sanctifying one’s home), and making
intimate friendships with like-minded
devotees.

The pitfalls are intoxication, illicit
sex (sex should be only in marriage for
procreation), gambling, and eating of
meat, fish, or eggs. One should also
avoid offending or displeasing the

mantra, understanding that the man-
tra is the same as the person Krsna and
wants to be approached in a particular
way.

AVOIDING OFFENSES

The Padma Purana lists the follow-

| ing offenses to the Lord’s name: To of-

fend devotees of the Lord, to consider
Krsna's name to be equal to that of an
ordinary being (even a demigod), to
disobey the spiritual master, to blas-
pheme scripture, to interpret the man-
tra in a mundane way, to think its
glories are exaggerated, to intention-
ally sin with the idea that the mantra
will purify one, to consider the chant-
ing to be material piety, to tell the
name’s glories to the faithless, to chant
without attention, and to chant with-
out faith or while keeping material at-
tachments.

By carefully applying both the posi-
tive and negative standards, an aspir-
ant for entering eternal bliss and
knowledge will achieve the result
quickly, even in this life. But anyone,
serious or not, can take pleasure in the
surge of spiritual energy that trans-
forms the streets when Krsna’s devo-
tees share the best secret with the
world.

HARD TO STOP

Our large group gradually makes its
way around Soho Square and back to
the temple. Few people are on the
streets here, and it’s late for us, who rise
well before the sun. Yet we cannot stop
so easily. Someone is collecting the
flags and banners, but the chanting con-
tinues to fill the street for a while. We
remember how Lord Krsna finds the
greatest pleasure by appearing—as Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu—in the mood
of His own devotee and chanting like
this all night in the company of His as-
sociates. Regrettably, my body, made of
bone, muscle, and blood, must rest. But
[ hope that Krsna mercifully allows me
one day to sing His name forever. 2

Urmila Devi Dasi and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is a
frequent contributor to BTG and the
major author and compiler of Vai-
kuntha Children, a guide to Krsna
conscious education for children.
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Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they'd like to start. You're invited,
Just give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list,
please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
NOTE: If you find that a listing is no longer valid, please let us know.

USA

CALIFORNIA: “*Southern California — For all cities in Los Angeles County,
San Fernando Valley, and Orange County, call Nirantara Dasa at (310)
#39-1572, nirantara@juno.com; Alpine — Radhanatha Dasa, (619) 639-
5728; Avalon — Syamasundara Dasa. (310) 510-0288 [Radio program on
88.7 FM. Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 P.M.]: Burlingame — Vaisesika Dasa &
Nirakula Devi Dasi. (650) 344-2446: Lancaster — Premanrta Dast, (661)
942-1859; *Newbury Park — Mahasakti Dasa, (805) 480-9215.
mjahre@adelphia.net: Ojai — Urvasi Devi Dast, (805) 646-7572; Penn
Valley — Rick & Judy Gross, (530) 432-0854; (714) 996-7262; Redwood
Valley — Prasanna Yoga Ashram (Iksvaku Dasa), (707) 485-5592;
Sacramento — Ganapati Dasa & Malati Devi Dasi, (916) Y29-4557: San
JosefSanta Cruz — Akriranatha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408) 353-
9099; Visalin — Nagapatni Devi Dasi, (559) 734-4463, nagapatni@aol.com

FLORIDA: Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism, (954) 345-
3456; Orlando — ISKCON Sunday Program, Shanti Mandir, [call
Dipa: (407) 788-7009]: Jaya Sila Dasa, (407) 290-1956; West Palm Beach
----- Srestha Devi Dasi, (561) 712-8470

GEORGIA: Atlanta (Gypsy Market) — Madhava Priya Devi Dasi or Bhakta
Christopher, (404) 584-0987; Norcross — Gitd Govinda Disa & Giia
Devi Dasi., (770) 448-7556

HAWAIL Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate, (808) 259-5429

ILLINOIS: Champaign-Urbana — Prthusrava Dasa & Danakeli Devi Dasi.
(217) 384-0699, krishnacenteruiuc@hotmail.com;: DeKalb/Rockford/
Northern Illinois Area — Tamohara Dasa & Mantrini Devi Dasi, (815)
756-3456 Des Plaines — Radha-Gopila a, (847) 768-9594; Naperville
— Nirantara Dasa and Premananda Devi Dasi, (630) 753-9670; Ashok &
Preethy Menon, (630) 236-5747; Suresh & Gulshan Khattar, (630) 7533-
9857; Palatine — Nachiketa Lolla. (847) 368-9363; Sacikumira Dasa &
Prematarangini Devi Dasi, (847) 259-3703; Schanmburg — Amar
Upadhyay, (847) 969-1029

INDIANA: “Terra Haute — Kalpana Singh, (530) 759-7082

TOWA: lowa City — Gopdla Dasa & Kalavati Devi Dasi, dasgopal@aocl.com

KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankottha Dasa & Gopimata Devi Disi, (785) 594-7091

MARYLAND: Baltimore — Dr. Jagdish & Kamud Patel (Jaya Gaurasundara
Disa & Kaumodaki Devi Dasi). (410) 788-5947; Potomac —
Devaprastha Disa & Padmamalini Devi Dasi, (301) 299-1326; Silver
Spring — Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi Dasl, (301) 236-0564

MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa),
(781) 4717911

MICHIGAN: Lansing — Palaka Didsa & family, (517) 484-7431; Niles — Frema
Bhakti Déasa & Tapati Dasi (Frank & Tanya Britton), (616) 687-9491

MINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy and Terry Devine, (952) 933-5408;
Golden Valley — Shashikant Bhojraj, (763) 522-4452

MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. 1. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939

NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (Samika Rsi Disa).
(973) 989-0233; *Edison — Devakinandana Dasa. (732) 635-1904
(gauranitai@divinemellows.com j; Edison — Anil Shibad, (732) 777-2599
(ashibad@aol.com); Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 937-1046; New
Brunswick — Subéla Dasa, (732) 993-0622; Parsippany — Rahul
Kunderan, (973) 428-8119, rahul_kunderan@hotmail.com; New Jersey
Shore — Greg & Kristen, (908) 458-6670

NEW MEXICO: Silver City — Isana Dasa, (505) 534-8036;

NEW YORK: Albany — Steve and Kelilalita Dast, (518) 799-2172; Corona
(Queens) — Sivarddhya Disa (Jayant V. Surti & family), (718) 639-6580:
Rego Park — Nikunja-Behari Dasa (Nikhil N. Trivedi & family),

(718) 897-2267

NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata
Diasa & Krsna Kumird Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753; Chapel Hill —
Laksmi Nrsimmha Dasa, (919) 925-0460; Sandy Ridge Sivananda Dasa
& Mohana Mohini Devi Dasi, (336) 593-9888

OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House (Columbus), (614) 421-1661;
Cleveland — Krsnanandini Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934; Jagannivasa Dasa
& Mandira Devi Dasi, (216) 761-3954: Kent — Regular programs at Kent
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State University [contact Krishna House (Columbus), (614) 421-1661];
Jim Kelley, (330) 297-5353

PENNSYLVANIA: Bala Cynwyd — Dr. Arvind Sharma. (610) 667-5294;
Erie — Lila Kumara Devi Dasi, (814) 676-1791: Norristown — Radha
Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Disa), (610) 631-7633; State
College — Penn State Vedic Society, Arvind Mohanram, (814) 231-8301;
*Youngsville — Stefanie Goodart, pitana@westpa.nct

SOUTH CAROLINA: Manning (1-95, Exit 115}, Sunset Inn, Sam & Savita
Patel, (803) 473-2561

TENNESSEE: Memphis — Ghansyham and Rani Heda, (901) 752-3967;
Nashville — Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr, Ravi Singh). (615) 896-3425

TEXAS: Austin — Rasajiia Devi Dasi, (512) 255-T658, rasa@austin.rr.com

VIRGINIA: Charlottesyille — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacara Dasa &
Mayapriya Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223; Norfolk — Lucille Vogel,
(757) 531-2464; Springtield — Sriman Disa, (703) 455-1125

WEST VIRGINIA: Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Melbourne — Vishal Sharma, (03) 9386-9169,
Vishal@tusc.com.au: *Tasmania — Bhakta Mick (0403) 696 305 (Hobart)

BELGIUM: Ghent — Bhakta Vincent Serbruyns, (09) 386-1117;

Madhava Dasa, (03) 828-6049

BOZNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: Sarajevo — Damodara Prema Dasa,
+387 (033) 610 571, damodarprema@yahoo.com

BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Natardja Dasa, +55 (041) 263-4163

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Omkira Dasa and Jadurani Devi Dasi (Om
& Jyoti Sharma), (403) 434-7343; London, Ontario — Radhika Parbhoo,
(519) 495-4623; Markham, Ontario — Prabhupéda Disa (V. B. Shurma),
(416) 294-9431; Salmon Arm, B.C. — Mukunda Madhava Dasa & Yasoda
Priya Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-Canada Hwy, NW, Salmon Arm, B.C.VIE
4M2 (no phone); St. Jerome, Quebec
(430) 431-8477, yves.st-pierre@sympatico.ca; Toronto — Rimananda Raya
Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held in
more than 100 cities. Contact [SKCON Moscow.

GERMANY: Hamburg — Jayagaura Dasa, +49 (40) 410-2848 or +49 (4105)
12347; Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 635 23 72; Weimar — Katharina
Rauch. Am Jakobsfriedhof 1, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan, Mahavakya
Dasa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa, (876) 706-2852,
bhagavata@hotmail.com: Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayinanda Dasa & Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-3749;

Osaka — Satsvarapa Dasa & Jalangi Devi Dasi, (06) 352-0729

MEXICO: Tijuana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 686-6219

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Righava Caitanya Dasa, (07) 856-7608;
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga, (07) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyatita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok —
Pracarananda Dasa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice — Yugala-Mirti Dasa,
+48 (032) 255-8557; Kielce — Laksmana Dasa, +48 (041) 331-7785: Lublin
— Posana Dasa, +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow — Vrndavana Candra Dasa,
+48 (017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa, +48 (091) 34-5204;
Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than fifty locations. For informa-
tion contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, (021) 88007

TURKEY: Istanbul — Acyuta Madhava Dasa, acyuta.madhava.jps@pamho.net;
Asli Han Aran, ahanal0S@hotmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one nearest you, or for help in starting one, contact
ISKCON Reader Services, PO, Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK
www.iskcon.org.uk.

Jiva Diasa and France,

#*New or revised listing,



“I Will Treasure These Books
Until the Day I Die”

College and university libraries in North America
are getting an irresistible opportunity
to put Srila Prabhupada’s books on their shelves.

ECENTLY A couple of my friends |
have launched a creative method

of placing Srila Prabhupada’s
books in libraries. They call their proj-
ect “The Prabhupada Rasamrita Trust”

—with Rasamrita (rasamyta) referring |

to the “immortal nectar” found in these
books. Their efforts reminded me of
my own experiences with Srila Prabhu-
pada’s writings.

H ek

The admissions officer smiled at my
father and me. Clearing his throat, he
leaned forward slightly over his tidy
desk and said with a hint of condescen-

by Kalakantha Dasa

sion, “St. John’s has a unique curricu-
lum. Rather than conventional liberal
arts courses, our students study the
great books. Plato, Aristotle, Shake-
speare, Kant, Hegel, Thoreau—all the
classics. The St. John's experience al-
lows a student to grow by associating
with the greatest minds the world has
ever known.”

I was seventeen and interested in

higher knowledge. But my heart grew |

uncertain as Dad and I toured the cam-

pus, meeting students and professors. |

The books might have been great, but
the people seemed ordinary. “Are these
people really enlightened?” I won-

dered. With high school graduation just
a few months off, I disappointed my
college-educated parents and decided
not to go to St. Johns.

A few months later I received a
copy of Sri ISopanisad, with Srila Pra-
bhupada’s translation and commen-
tary. It managed to fascinate while re-
maining incomprehensible. I visited the
local Krsna center to ask about it. The
devotees answered with reason and
conviction. Moreover, they seemed to
swim effortlessly upstream against the
prevailing culture and counterculture
of '60s and '70s America. [ was im-
pressed. Before long I enrolled to study
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Srila Prabbupada’s prodigious literary output
amounted to a small library of distinguished
texts on devotion and Vedic culture.

the great books of Vedic India, pre-
sented through an ancient line of bril-
liant teachers culminating in the
modern world in Srila Prabhupada.

PRODIGIOUS
OuTPUT

In the late 1950s, when Srila Prabhu-
pada was struggling in India to publish
Back to Godhead magazine, a friend
suggested he publish Krsna conscious
books instead of magazines. “Maga-
zines come and go, but books stay in
homes and libraries,” the friend said.
Srila Prabhupada agreed and turned
his attention to a daunting task: an
English translation, with comments, of
the 18,000-verse Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Canto One—the first of twelve—
required three hefty volumes and sev-
eral years to complete. In 1965, shortly
after publishing the third volume of the
First Canto, Srila Prabhupada left for
America. His primary luggage: trunks
full of Srimad-Bhagavatams.

Srila Prabhupada soon saw that
Americans needed an authentic trans-
lation of the most basic Vaisnava text,
Bhagavad-gita. His Bhagavad-gita As
It Is attracted MacMillan publishers,
who printed the popular book in
abridged and later unabridged editions.
Gitain hand, over the next twelve years
Srila Prabhupada opened more than a
hundred ISKCON centers around the
world. Remarkably, during the same
years, Srila Prabhupada completed
over thirty volumes of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam—Cantos One through
Nine—and began work on the famous
and particularly lengthy Tenth Canto.
During one two-year span he also com-
pleted the first English translation of
the Bengali classic Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta. With his commentary, that
work extended to seventeen volumes.

Srila Prabhupada’s prodigious liter-

ary output—one of his numerous ma-
jor accomplishments—amounted to a
small library of distinguished texts on
devotion (bhakti) and Vedic culture.
Abandoning commercial publishers,
Prabhupada established the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust (BBT) to produce
his three major works (Bhagavad-gita,
Srimad- -Bhagavatam, and Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta). Some of Prabhupada’s dis-
ciples produced and illustrated the gor-
geous books. Others translated them
into dozens of languages. Still others
sold millions of copies around the
world.

A TEMPTING
INVITATION

Two years into my study of Krsna
consciousness a senior disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, Satsvarupa Dasa Go-
swami, sent me a tempting invitation.

“The BBT is organizing a team to
sell Srila Prabhupada’s books to librar-
ies,” he said, “and you're welcome to
join us.”

That began, for me, a wonderful

four-year adventure on the BBT Li- |

brary Party. My service took me to the
offices and classrooms of hundreds of
college professors. I enjoyed the chance
to meet these scholars—in some cases
nationally and internationally famous
in their fields—and enter into deep dis-
cussions on many topics. My older and
college-educated colleagues took me
under their wings as we visited college
campuses throughout America and,
later, Europe. Nearly everywhere, we
met pml‘usors who were plc,dst,d d]ld

books. Mdny ordered B.-’;.agmm!—grm .

As It Is as textbooks for their classes
in religion and philosophy. Most of the
colleges ordered Srila Prabhupada’s
major works as reference sets for their
libraries. Dozens of professors wrote
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glowing reviews, praising Srila Prabhu-
pada’s scholarship and clarity.

Sales were good, and Srila Prabhu-
pada was pleased. He wrote to Sat-
svariipa Goswami: “I am always very
much pleased with our Library Party’s
preaching. Their work is most impor-
tant. The BBT office has sent me some
recent review from professors, and
there is no doubt that these intelligent
men are deriving benefit from reading
my books. These reviews make me very
encouraged.”

When we would occasionally meet
Srila Prabhupada, he encouraged us to
read the books as well as sell them. One
colleague admitted that he found it
hard to study systematically while trav-
eling.

“Never mind,” Prabhupada said.
“Just pick up any of my books and open
it to any page. Sugar tasted on any side
is sweet.”

By the time we were through, nearly
every major academic library in Ameri-
ca and Europe had at least some of
Srila Prabhupada’s books. The Library
Party’s focus shifted to India,and most
of us original members went on to
other services. | earned a Bhakti-§astri
theology degree and began teaching
Krsna consciousness to new students
in ISKCON Los Angeles. Over the
years I would occasionally be remind-
ed of my old service by people who
had first learned about bhakti-yoga
through one of Srila Prabhupada’s
books they picked up in a library.

A NEW
APPROACH

Recently Visvaretah Dasa, a disciple
of Srila Prabhupada, has joined with
Baladeva Vidyabhisana Dasa, a dis-
ciple of Satsvaripa Goswami, to estab-
lish the Prabhupada Rasamrita Trust

(please turn to page 52)



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-aedrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

DAKSA’S GURSE

Angry at Lord Siva’s failure to offer him due respect,
Daksa curses Lord Siva, and Nandisvara,
one of Siva’s main associates, responds in kind.

CANTO 4: CHAPTER 2 \

11 oY A s a3 gedqeiReid
It foeRree: s sa argad.

esa me sisyatam prapto
yvan me duhitur agrahit

panir vipragni-mukhatah
savitrya iva sadhuvat

esah—he (Siva); me—my; Sisyatam—subordinate position;
praptah—accepted; yar—because; me duhituh—of my
daughter: agrahit—he took; panim—the hand; vipra-agni—
of brahmanas and fire; mukhatah—in the presence; savit-
ryah—Gayatri; iva—like; sadhuvar—like an honest person.

He has already accepted himself as my subordinate by mar-
rying my daughter in the presence of fire and brahmanas.
He has married my daughter, who is equal to Gayatri, and
has pretended to be just like an honest person.

PURPORT: Daksa’s statement that Lord Siva pretended to
be an honest person means that Siva was dishonest because |
in spite of accepting the position of Daksa’s son-in-law, he |
was not respectful to Daksa.

12 T GIRTEEA: AT Fehehi=:
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grhitva mrga-savaksyah
panim markata-locanah

pratyutthanabhivadarhe
vacapy akrta nocitam

| grhitva—taking; mrga-sava—like a deer cub; aksyah—of her

who has eyes; panim—the hand; markata—of a monkey;
locanah—he who has the eyes; pratyuithana—of rising from
one’s seat;abhivada—the honor; arhe—to me, who deserves;
vaca—with sweet words; api—even; akrta na—he did not
do; ucitarm—honor.

He has eyes like a monkey’s, yet he has married my daugh-
ter, whose eyes are just like those of a deer cub. Neverthe-
less he did not stand up to receive me, nor did he think it fit
to welcome me with sweet words.

13 THERIRI=A A fade
€ Bz e e < B A BE S BRI e

lupta-kriyayasucaye
manine bhinna-setave

anicchann apy adam balam
sudrayevosatim giram

lupta-kriyaya—not observing rules and regulations; asucaye
—impure; manine—proud; bhinna-setave—having broken
all rules of civility; anicchan—not desiring; api—although;
adam—handed over; balam—my daughter; siidraya—unto
a Sidra; iva—as; usatim giram—the message of the Vedas.
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I had no desire to give my daughter to this person, who has
broken all rules of civility. Because of not observing the re-
quired rules and regulations, he is impure, but I was obliged
to hand over my daughter to him just as one teaches the
messages of the Vedas to a sudra.

PURPORT: @ A $iidra is forbidden to take lessons from the
Vedas because, due to his unclean habits, he is not worthy
to hear such instructions. This restriction, that unless one
has acquired the brahminical qualifications one should not
read the Vedic literatures, 1s like the restriction that a law
student should not enter law college unless he has gradu-
ated from all lower grades. According to the estimation of
Daksa, Siva was unclean in habits and not worthy to have
the hand of his daughter, Sati, who was so enlightened, beau-
tiful, and chaste. The word used in this connection is bhinna-
setave, which refers to one who has broken all the regulations
for good behavior by not following the Vedic principles. In
other words, according to Daksa the entire transaction of
the marriage of his daughter with Siva was not in order.

ﬁccgrﬂrlqrﬂd,n A %’H?[ Zec
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pretavasesu ghoresu
pretair bhita-ganair vriah
ataty unmattavan nagno
vyupta-keso hasan rudan

cita-bhasma-krta-snanah
preta-sran-nrasthi-bhisanah
Sivapadeso hy asivo
matto matta-jana-priyah
patih pramatha-nathanam
tamo-matratmakatmanam

(1) Why is a sidra is forbidden to take les-
sons from the Vedas?

(2) Persons who do not bathe regularly are
understood to be in the association of

what kinds of creatures?

(3) Why do the Vedas consider Lord Siva all-
auspicious?

(4) What type of person does Lord Visnu
take charge of?
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preta-avasesu—at the burning places of dead bodies; ghor-
esu —horrible; pretaih—Dby the Pretas; bhiita-ganaith—by
the Bhitas: vrtah—accompanied by; atati—he wanders;
unmatta-vat—like a madman; nagnah—naked: vyupta-kesah
—having scattered hair; hasan—laughing; rudan—crying;
cita—of the funeral pyre; bhasma—with the ashes; kria-
snanah—taking bath; prefa—of the skulls of dead bodies;
srak—having a garland; nr-asthi-bhiisanah—ornamented
with dead men’s bones; Siva-apadesah—who is Siva, or aus-
picious, only in name; hi—for; asivah—inauspicious; mattah
—crazy; matta-jana-priyah—very dear to the crazy beings;
patih—the leader; pramatha-nathanam—of the lords of
the Pramathas; tamah-matra-atmaka-atmanam—of those
grossly in the mode of ignorance.

He lives in filthy places like crematoriums, and his com-
panions are the ghosts and demons. Naked like a madman,
sometimes laughing and sometimes crying, he smears cre-
matorium ashes all over his body. He does not bathe regu-
larly, and he ornaments his body with a garland of skulls
and bones. Therefore only in name is he Siva, or auspicious;
actually, he is the most mad and inauspicious creature. Thus

| he is very dear to crazy beings in the gross mode of igno-

rance, and he is their leader.

PURPORT: @ Those who do not regularly bathe are sup-
posed to be in association with ghosts and crazy creatures.
Lord Siva appeared to be like that, but his name, Siva, is
actually fitting, for he is very kind to persons who are in the
darkness of the mode of ignorance, such as unclean drunk-
ards who do not regularly bathe. Lord Siva is so kind that
he gives shelter to such creatures and gradually elevates
them to spiritual consciousness. €@ Although it is very dif-

| ficult toraise such creatures to spiritual understanding, Lord

Siva takes charge of them, and therefore, as stated in the
Vedas, Lord Siva is all- auspicious. Thus by his association
even such fallen souls can be elevated.

Sometimes it is seen that great personalities meet with
fallen souls, not for any personal interest but for the benefit
of those souls. In the creation of the Lord there are differ-
ent kinds of living creatures. Some of them are in the mode
of goodness, some are in the mode of passion, and some are
in the mode of ignorance. @ Lord Visnu takes charge of
persons who are advanced Krsna conscious Vaisnavas, and
Lord Brahma takes charge of persons who are very much
attached to material activities, but Lord Siva is so kind that
he takes charge of persons who are in gross ignorance and
whose behavior is lower that that of the animals. Therefore
Lord Siva is especially called auspicious.

16 TE ICAIE TEATE gea
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tasma unmada-nathaya
nasta-saucaya durhrde
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datta bata maya sadhvi
codite paramesthina

tasmai—to him; unmada-nathaya—to the lord of ghosts;
nasta-saucaya—mbeing devoid of all cleanliness; durhrde—
heart filled with nasty things; datta—was given; bata—alas;
mayda—by me;sadhvi—Sati; codite—being requested; para-
mesthina—Dby the supreme teacher (Brahma).

On the request of Lord Brahma I handed over my chaste
daughter to him, although he is devoid of all cleanliness
and his heart is filled with nasty things.

PURPORT: It is the duty of parents to hand over their daugh-
ters to suitable persons just befitting their family tradition
in cleanliness, gentle behavior, wealth, social position, ete.
@ Daksa was repentant that on the request of Brahma,
who was his father, he had handed over his daughter to a
person who, according to his calculation, was nasty. He was
so angry that he did not acknowledge that the request was
from his father. Instead, he referred to Brahma as paramies-
thi, the supreme teacher in the universe; because of his tem-
perament of gross anger, he was not even prepared to ac-
cept Brahma as his father. In other words, he accused even
Brahma of being less intelligent because he had advised
Daksa to hand over his beautiful daughter to such a nasty
fellow. @ In anger one forgets everything, and thus Daksa,
in anger, not only accused the great Lord Siva, but criti-
cized his own father, Lord Brahma, for his not very astute
advice that Daksa hand over his daughter to Lord Siva.

9 3
17 fof=ta @ Piftemudtoraeay
GEISUT IUETSY FG: I T=ehH

maitreya uvdca
vinindyaivam sa girisam
apratipam avasthitam
dakso 'thapa upasprsva
kruddhah saptur pracakrame

maitreyah uvaca—Maitreya said; vinindya—abusing; evam—
thus; sah—he (Daksa); girisan —Siva; a pratipam—without
any hostility; avasthitam—remaining; daksah—Daksa; atha
—now; apah—water; upasprsya—washing hands and mouth;
kruddhah—angry; Saptum—to curse; pracakrame—Dbegan to.

The sage Maitreya continued: Thus Daksa, seeing Lord Siva
sitting as if against him, washed his hands and mouth and
cursed him in the following words.

18 31 J SIS FUUGICRE:
T8 T 7 ST SAGITVTE:

ayam tu deva-yajana
indrependradibhir bhavah

saha bhagam na labhatam
devair deva-ganadhamah

ayam—that; tu—but; deva-yajane—in the sacrifice of the
demigods; indra-upendra-adibhih—with Indra, Upendra
and the others; bhavah—Siva; saha—along with; bhagam—
a portion; na—not; labhatam—should obtain; devaih—with
the demigods; deva-gana-adhamah—the lowest of all the
demigods.

The demigods are eligible to share in the oblations of
sacrifice, @ but Lord Siva, who is the lowest of all the demi-
gods, should not have a share.

PURPORT: Because of this curse, Lord Siva was deprived
of his share in the oblations of Vedic sacrifices. It was due to
the curse of Daksa, Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti comments in
this connection, that Lord Siva was saved from the calam-
ity of taking part with other demigods, who were all materi-
alistic. Lord Siva is the greatest devotee of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, and it is not fitting for him to eat
or sit with materialistic persons like the demigods. @ Thus
the curse of Daksa was indirectly a blessing, for Lord Siva
would not have to eat or sit with other demigods, who were
too materialistic.

© There is a practical example set for us by GaurakiSora
Dasa Babaji Maharaja, who used to sit on the side of a la-
trine to chant Hare Krsna. Many materialistic persons used
to come and bother him and disturb his daily routine of
chanting, so to avoid their company he used to sit by the
| side of a latrine, where materialistic persons would not go
because of the filth and the obnoxious smell. However,
GaurakiSora Dasa Babaji Maharaja was so great that he
was accepted as the spiritual master of such a great person-
ality as His Divine Grace O Visnupada Sri Srimad Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja. The conclusion is
that Lord Siva behaved in his own way to avoid material-
istic persons who might disturb him in his prosecution of
devotional service.

(5) Who was Daksa’s father?

(6) For what did Daksa criticize his father?
(7) What was Daksa’s curse upon Lord Siva?
(8) How is Daksa’.s curse considered a

blessing?

(9) How did Gaurakisora Dasa Babaji
Maharaja avoid materialistic persons
while chanting?
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nisidhyamanah sa sadasya-mulkhyair
dakso giritraya visrjva Sapam

tasmad viniskramya vivrddha-manyur
Jagama kauravya nijam niketanam

Lord Caitanya, therefore, advised that one be very care-
ful not to offend Vaisnavas. He compared offenses toward
a Vaisnava to a mad elephant. As a mad elephant can do

| anything horrible, so when a person offends a Vaisnava he

nisidhyamanah—Dbeing requested not to; sahi—he (Daksa); |

sadasya-mukhyaih—Dby the members of the sacrifice; daksah
—Daksa: giritraya—to Siva; visrjya—giving; Sapam—a curse;
tasmat—I{rom that place; viniskramya—going out; vivrddha-
manyuh—Dbeing exceedingly angry; jagama—went; kaur-
avya—QO Vidura; nijam—to his own; niketanam—home.

Maitreya continued: My dear Vidura, in spite of the requests
of all the members of the sacrificial assembly, Daksa, in great
anger, cursed Lord Siva and then left the assembly and went
back to his home.

PURPORT: Anger is so detrimental that even a great per-
sonality like Daksa, out of anger, left the arena where Brah-
ma was presiding and all the great sages and pious and

saintly persons were assembled. All of them requested him |

not to leave, but, infuriated, he left, thinking that the auspi- |

cious place was not fit for him. Puffed up by his exalted

position, he thought that no one was greater than he in ar- |

gument. It appears that all the members of the assembly,
including Lord Brahma, requested him not to be angry and
leave their company, but in spite of all these requests, he
left. That is the effect of cruel anger.

In Bhagavad-gita, therefore, it is advised that one who
desires to make tangible advancement in spiritual conscious-
ness must avoid three things—Ilust, anger, and the mode of
passion. Actually we can see that lust, anger, and passion
make a man crazy, even though he be as great as Daksa.
(D The very name Daksa suggests that he was expert in all
material activities, but still, because of his aversion towards
such a saintly personality as Siva, he was attacked by these
three enemies—anger, lust, and passion.

(10) By what three enemies was Daksa
attacked because of his aversion to
Lord Siva?

(11) What was right and what was wrong
with Nandisvara’s reaction to Daksa’s
cursing Lord Siva?
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can perform any abominable action.
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vijfidya Sapam girisanugagranir
nandisvaro rosa-kasaya-dusitah
daksaya sapam visasarja darunarm
ve canvamodaris tad-avacyatam dvijah

vijiaya—understanding; sapam—the curse; girisa—of Siva;
anuga-agranth—one of the principal associates; nand-
iSvarah—NandisSvara; rosa—anger; kasaya—red; diisitah—
blinded; daksaya—to Daksa; sapam—a curse; visasarja—
gave; darunam—harsh; ye—who; ca—and; anvamodan
—tolerated; tat-avacyatam—the cursing of Siva; dvijah—
brahmanas.

Upon understanding that Lord Siva had been cursed, Nand-
i§vara, one of Lord Siva’s principal associates, became great-
ly angry. His eyes became red, and he prepared to curse
Daksa and all the brahmanas present there who had toler-
ated Daksa’s cursing Siva in harsh words.

| PURPORT: There is a long-standing dissension among some

of the neophyte Vaisnavas and Saivites; they are always at
loggerheads. When Daksa cursed Lord Siva in harsh words,
some of the brahmanas present might have enjoyed it be-
cause some brahmanas do not very much admire Lord Siva.
This is due to their ignorance of Lord Siva’s position.
Nandi$vara was affected by the cursing, but he did not fol-
low the example of Lord Siva, who was also present there.
Although Lord Siva could also have cursed Daksa in a simi-
lar way, he was silent and tolerant; but Nandisvara, his fol-
lower, was not tolerant.

@ Of course, as a follower it was right for him not to
tolerate an insult to his master, but he should not have
cursed the brahmanas who were present. The entire issue
was so complicated that those who were not strong enough
forgot their positions, and thus cursing and countercursing
went on in that great assembly. In other words, the material

| field is so unsteady that even personalities like Nandisvara,

Daksa, and many of the brahmanas present were infected
by the atmosphere of anger.

(continued in the next issue)



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“A Dog Will Never Ask,
‘How to Control This Barkmo Hdblt?”’

Here we cor
Bhaktivedanta Swami Pmbhupadu 1d Professor Joh ize. It took
place in Los Angeles on June .

Srila Prabhupada:
brahma-bhiitah pras
Disciple: Ok

“hapter. Shou]d I read?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Disciple: Brahma-bhiitah prasannatma na
Socati na kanksatil samah sarvesu bhiitesu mad-
bhaktim labhate param. “One who is thus
transcendentally situated at once realizes the
Supreme Brahman and becomes fully joyful.
He never laments or desires to have anything,
He is equally disposed toward every living
entity. In that state he attains pure devotional
service unto Me.”
Srila Prabhupada: That means one has to come
to the pkatform of brahmana. Then he can er '

1o sou 'He- does not
see I__ that. He
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N OCTOBER 2000, I was in Bangkok serv-
ingmy Guru Maharija, Sridhara Swami.
Because my visa was expiring, | had to
leave Thailand to renew it. Choosing between
Myanmar, Malaysia, and Cambodia, I
thought Cambodia would be the most inter-
esting, especially since I could visit Angkor
Wat, the largest complex of religious build-
ings in the world.
Friends warned me, though, that Cambo-
“dia could be extremely dangerous. Land
mines left over from the civil war still litter

Photo by Sopeak

the landscape, and the remote areas have a
high rate of armed robbery, kidnapping, and
murder. I was disappointed to hear that and
feared I'd have to change my plans, but after
a day or two [ met a few Americans who had
lived in Bangkok for several years and had
visited Angkor Wat recently. They said that
Siam Reap, the town closest to Angkor Wat,

‘was a perfectly safe place to stroll through

even at night. The main route from the Thai-
land border to Siam Reap was safe too, but
out at the temples I should stick to clearly

he author at Angkor Wat's main temple, where Lord Visnu is still worshiped.
£ S
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A visitor (right) sits on one section of the
outer wall of the main temple (inset).
The moat mentioned in the article can be
seen at the top of the inset photo.
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marked trails.

Traveling as a shaven-headed monk
in Vaisnava attire, I felt I'd be an unat-
tractive target for criminals. In Bang-
kok everyone had been kind to me. As
a monk, I could travel on local buses
for free. So I hoped that as a monk in
Cambodia I'd be treated the same way.

A GRUELING RIDE

After a seven-hour train ride, I
reached the Cambodian border, where
I packed into a truck with a few other
tourists, and we started for Siam Reap.
I was relieved to be driving with other
foreigners. It seemed that Cambodia
wasn’t so dangerous after all, but it still
looked damaged from war and had a
bad economy, as we would soon find
out. Our rainy-season drive on the pot-
holed road reminded me of the famous
Camel Trophy car race through the
Amazon jungle. The 150 kilometers
from the border to Siam Reap took
eight painful hours. We had only one
half-hour stop, where an ocean of kids
tried to sell us bread, biscuits, and cold
drinks.

Stiff and bruised, we reached Siam
Reap late at night. A young man ac-
companying the driver offered us his
guesthouse to stay in, so a Japanese
man and I accepted his offer.

I9UPIEL) BIPUEIRIIEY]

SEVENTY TEMPLES

The next day I hired a guide—nine-
teen-year-old Sopeak, who drove me
on motorcycle to some of the seventy
temples of Angkor Wat. After buying
a one-day ticket, the first temple we
went to was the Bayon, a Buddhist
temple built around A. D. 1200 by Jaya-
varman VII. There we saw more than
two hundred smiling faces of Avalokit-
esvara and many carvings on the outer
wall of the first level depicting vivid
scenes of life in twelfth century.

While climbing up to the main
tower, [ met a professor from England
who was surprised to see a Krsna de-
vote. He was interested to hear that the
main temple of Angkor Wat was built
for Lord Visnu, an expansion of Krsna,
and that Vedic culture had great influ-
ence in Southeast Asia. I told him that
even today people in Thailand, Indo-

ISUPIED) RIPURIEIIEY
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a, and other countries in the area

d Brahma, Lord Siva,

‘uda, and other demi-

idence that Vedic culture was

the world, as stated in

/ harata,

and Ramayana, a Vedic scripture still
popular in Southe:

The next temples we visited were

iphuon, a pyramidal representa-

tion of Mount Meru, built by Udaya-

rman II, and the Bakong, built

rarman 1 and dedicated to

> also visited a few temples dedi-

y Lord Buddha. In one of them

[ met four Buddhist monks who tried
to figure out which sect of Buddhism I

where some of the temples are found,
ame upon five monumental gz

48 BACKTO GODHEAD

a Hari Dasa

th

main

e

isnu temple.




- 3@”. <

't - t’?

,A‘: :’(51..(. \l" "

-

T 5 b X5

Avalok ;
used for public
rated with ba
and Terr:
on whose platform stands a statue of
Lord Siva and whose front walls are

reliefs of Garuda
er King,

decorated with carvings of seated
nly dancing girls
das.

- ended the day with a visit to the
main temple, because it’s not possible

to visit all seventy temples in one day,
and probably not worth the effort.
Sopeak told me that many of them are
not much more than heaps of stone,
having been destroyed by vegetation
and vandalism.

LORD VISNU’S TEMPLE

To reach the main temple, we had
to cross a wide moat that forms a rect-

| angle 1.5 kilometers by 1.3 kilometers.
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From a distance we could see the cen-
tral tuwu Whll,h re

depict the pastimes of Lord Rama~
candra.

To reach Lord Visnu, we passed
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The perfor-
mances
Cambodian

cultures, add
to the

from both
Vedic and
Buddhist
traditions,
such as the
of

Lord Rama,
shown here.

through three large square galleries
and then up a narrow, steep staircase
to the al tower. On seeing the 2.5-
meter-tall deity of Lord Visnu with
eight arms, wrapped in a saffron shawl,
I amazed a few tourists by offering
ers and bowing my head to the
. Worship of the d still goes
Two old women were selling fragrant,
ful, half-meter-long incense sticks

The temple was built by king Sur-
yavarman II, a unifying monarch who
fought to earn the title of absolute rul-
er. He campaigned in the east against
Vietnam and the ancient nearby king-
dom of Champa, and was the first
Angkorean king to begin diplomatic

:lations with China.




have found correlations between di-

mensions of the temple and important
numbers in the Vedas. For example, dis-
tances between the entrances and the
main tower correspond exactly to the
length of the four Vedic ages. At the
summer solstice an observer standing
in front of the west entrance can see
the sun rise directly over the central
tower. This day, June 21, marked the
beginning of the solar year for Indian
astronomers and was sacred to King
Suryavarman, whose name means
“protected by the sun.” A devotee of
Visnu, he started building the temple
in 1112, at the beginning of his reign. It
was completed after his death, about
1150. The deity of Visnu was installed
in July 1131, probably when Surya-
varman turned thirty-three—a signifi-
cant number in Vedic cosmology.

IDUPIEL) BIPUEDRMEY

Sanskrit poems of that time describe
the history of Angkor Wat, and kings
of Angkor Wat had Sanskrit names. The
name Angkor derives from the Sanskrit
word nagara, meaning “city.” From
A.D. 802 to 1431, Cambodia—known
in its own inscriptions as Kambuja-
desa—was the mightiest kingdom in
Southeast Asia.

MoORE VEDIC LINKS

Among the many kings whose
reigns showed evidence of Vedic links,
Jasovarman, who ruled from 889 to 910,
established the royal city named Sri
Yasodharapura. He had monasteries
built for sects that honored Siva, Visnu,
and Buddha. Inscriptions from his time
show him to have been aware of the
grandeur of Indian civilization and tol-
erant of different religious beliefs. One
reads, “His eyes were the Veda; His
glory was like a roar in all directions;

his virtues made up his name.”

At dusk we drove back to Siam
Reap. I was deeply impressed by the
devotion and opulence with which
King Suryavarman II had glorified
Lord Visnu. The greatness of Angkor
Wat is known all over the world, at-
tracting hundreds of tourists daily. With
my new visa in hand, 1 returned to
Bangkok hoping that people in Cam-
bodia, having witnessed firsthand the
curse of a materialistic, godless society,
will again take up their now almost lost
Vedic civilization.€R

Adbhuta Hari Dasa joined ISKCON in
1994 in Croatia. He serves as personal
assistant to his spiritual master, Sridhara
Swami.

See an expanded photo gallery for
this article at www.krishna.com/372
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Librarians Value Srila Prabhupada’s Books

More than 150 college and uni-
versity libraries have received sets
of Srila Prabhupada’s books
through the Prabhupada Rasam-
rita Trust. Here are excerpits from
some of the many letters of
gratitude the Trust has received.

New York University

“I am certain that this wonderful
collection will enhance the study
of one of the world’s great reli-
gious cultures by students at New
York University for years to
come.”

St. Mary’s College of Maryland

“The books are very beautifully
produced, and will be of interest
to students in many academic
departments. The faculty member
who specializes in Vedic philoso-
phy is particularly grateful for
the gift. Now he can direct stu-
dents to a broader range of
primary Vedic literature, which
until now has been represented
in our collection by excerpts and
commentaries. Thank you for
your generous contribution to
the intellectual life of our college.
We look forward to seeing the
books well used by generations
of students and faculty.”

Louisiana State University

“Thank you on behalf of LSU
Libraries for the splendid collec-
tion provided by the Trust. This is
a very scholarly edition of
Srimad-Bhagavatam. . . . It should
be valuable to Western scholars.
We are delighted to have the
opportunity to add A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada’s
works to our collection.”

Purdue University

“I am writing to express our
appreciation for your donation of

an excellent collection on the
culture of India. These volumes,
including Srimad-Bhagavatam,
are valuable additions to the
religious, philosophical, and cul-
tural collections of the Humani-
ties, Social Science, and Educa-
tion Library. . . . We will be more
capable of achieving our mission,
and serving the students and
faculty of the Purdue commu-
nity.”

University of Cincinnati

“These volumes are truly re-
markable—beautifully bound
and illustrated. I know that our
students, faculty, and other scho-
lars and researchers will treasure
these volumes for many years to
come.”

Grinnell College

“Our Religious Studies depart-
ment has a strong Asian religions
component, and the members of
that department seem quite
excited about [the books]. One
professor in particular plans on
using some of these volumes in
the upcoming semester.”

St. Ambrose University
*“Having Srila Bhaktivedanta
Prabhupada’s definitive and
scholarly translations and pur-
ports to the major scriptures of
India is essential to our student’s
understanding of India’s spiritual
heritage and practices.”

University of California,

Santa Cruz

“It is our ambition to provide
students with as wide a ranging
exposure to religious and philo-
sophical ideas as possible, and
your generous donation has
aided us in that effort. We will
use this well.”
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“... UNTIL THE DAY I DIE”
(continued from page 38)

(PRT). Their approach is different, but
their purpose in the same as that of the
old Library Party: to place Srila Pra-
bhupada’s books in libraries around
the world. Unlike our constant travel-
ing sales—much better suited for the
young—they are raising funds from
Srila Prabhupada’s many admirers to
sponsor sets of his books for libraries.
The devotional community in New
Vrindavan, West Virginia, has gra-
ciously hosted their project. One of
their main sponsors, Muktavandya
Dasa, found his first Krsna conscious
book in the library at the University
of Massachusetts.

These enthusiastic and dedicated
devotees have already distributed
thousands of Srila Prabhupada’s
books. In return, they have received
many letters of appreciation, such as
this from the librarian of a liberal arts
college: “Our students and professors
will value these translations and com-
mentaries. They will become the cen-
terpiece of our collection on Indian
religion and philosophy.”

Academic as well as public librar-

sponsored books. The PRT is efficient;
one hundred percent of the money
they receive goes to buy and ship the
books. This is a way to turn hard-
earned cash into pleasure for Srila
Prabhupada while helping people bet-
ter their lives for years to come.

The Trust also sells Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books. On receiving a set or-
dered from the Trust, a doctor in Cali-
fornia thanked them with a sentiment
shared by me and countless others: “1
will treasure these books until the day

I die.” €D

Kalakantha Dasa is the author of The
Song Divine (a poetic rendition o, fSrila
Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is)
and a forthcoming edition of Srimad-
Bhagavatam in the same format. He is
the resource development director for
the Mayapur Project and lives with his

family in La Crosse, Florida.

Donations can be sent to The Prabhupada
Rasamrita Trust, RD 1, NBU 44, Mounds-
ville, WV 26041, USA. Phone: (304) 843-
4880; email: henrykrish@aol.com.



The
Year-Old

Preacher
TI'll Never

Her eves grew wider and gleamed
bnghter with each word.”

by Campakalata Devn Dasn

Y THREE-YEAR-OLD daughter
watches intently as 1 polish the small
wooden mcking chair in her bedroom.
“My rocking chair,” she says as she lifts her chin
authoritatively then drops it to her neck.

Her pouty lower lip sticks out ever so

slightly, daring me to disagree with her.

Vivid memories flood my mind suddenly and
overwhelmingly. I picture a girl very similar-
looking in many ways to my little Padma.
“Radha Govinda was also three years old. Like
my daughter, she too had curling ringlets
encircling her face. Only her curls were much
tighter and smaller, suggestive of the African

_blood she inherited from her father. Like my
Tittle girl, she too had dark, almost black eyes.

Only hers were doe eyes, large and bright,
framed by long, thick, curling lashes. Those eyes
~ would often stare at no one and nothing in par-

: hcular, only to turn their sparklmg innocence

abruplly my way as she sﬂlemnly recounted that
she had picked a flower or dropped a toy.
Radha Govinda was a perfect mix of her two

__parents. Her hair was fine like her mother’s and
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curly like her father’s. She had her
mother’s petite Caucasian nose and her
father’s round face. Her skin was a
compromise between them both, much
lighter than her father’s and much
darker than her mother’s, an olive-tan.
Her cheeks were her own, poochy and
squeezable like a baby’s. My mother
called her “stunning.” To me, three-
year-old that I was, she was just a girl. T
liked playing with her.

MEETING ON
THE SIDEWALK

One cloudy day I wanted to meet
Radha Govinda on the corner sidewalk
right outside my home. I wasn’t sup-
posed to go there. I was young, but old
enough to understand my mother’s
persistent warning: “Never go outside
by yourself. Either your older brother,
your mother, or your father must go
with you.”

I would nod solemnly.

“This city is very dangerous,” she
would say.“There are many bad people
who steal little girls like you.”

But I was three. When I saw my
friend meandering in her usual
thoughtful manner down the sidewalk

past my house, I thought surely she had
every intention of turning at the cor-
ner and heading for our front door.
When she finally reached the corner,
her gaze had wandered to the treetops
as her head rocked back and forth. I
couldn’t hear her, but seeing how her
lips were moving, 1 decided she was
probably singing one of the many songs
she had learned at the temple. She sang
those songs a lot.

I tapped the window. She was look-
ing at the ground now, her lips still
forming the words of her song. I
knocked impatiently. This time she
stared across the street away from our
house, away from my window into the
woods.

Pots clanged and a kitchen cabinet
closed sharply. The strong smell of cin-
namon mixed with hot apple cider
tingled my nose. My mother was busy.
The door could be opened quietly, es-
pecially with the racket in the kitchen.
Within moments [ was outside.

Radha Govinda was in the street. I
scampered to the edge of the sidewalk.

“Radha Govinda, the street is dan-
gerous!” I yelled.

I was proud I knew a big word like
“dangerous.” Big girls use big words.

YOM’y‘e Jnvited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special festi-

val every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. Come by
and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call
your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” pages 59-61.)
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She turned, flashing her typical
bright-eyed smile.

“I have a stick,” she announced
matter-of-factly.

She showed me a twig she must
have picked up off the sidewalk.

“The street is dangerous!” I re-
peated, more urgently this time.

We both turned to the sound of an
oncoming car. She ran quickly to my
side.

“Come to my house. Let’s play with
my toys.”

I spoke to half a cheek and a tangle
of curls.

Her eyes stared through the car as
it turned at the corner, bumping over
potholes, then revving its engine as it
sped away.

“Let’s play at my house,” I repeated
impatiently.

She looked at me this time.

“I wanna preach!” she said.

Her eyes grew wider and gleamed
brighter with each word.

Preach? What did she mean?

“Come on,” she insisted.

She beckoned with the hand that
wasn't holding the twig. We trotted side
by side past my house, past our neigh-
bor Pete’s house, and past her house. I
glanced back the way we had come. My
house was still there. It stood like a tow-
ering box in a straight line with so many
other boxes. It was a special box,
though—my home box. And I was too
far from its flaps of safety. [ had never
been such a distance from my home
without one of my parents. Even my
brother never took me this far.

SUCCESSFUL
PREACHING

We turned up the driveway to the
house past Radha Govinda’s. A black
girl, her hair hanging in so many little
braids with colorful beads at the ends,
peered down at us from a high win-
dow. I tried to disappear behind my
friend. I didn’t know the girl in the win-
dow. What if she was mean? For Rad-
ha Govinda, the girl was the perfect
opportunity to “preach.”

“Say, ‘Hare Krsna.””

My friend’s voice was loud and con-
fident. The girl didn’t yell at us. Instead,
she cocked her head, the plastic beads
slanting in unison away from her ear.



Her eyes focused their innocence on the kRidnappers.
Was she going to preach to them next?

She stared at us quizzically for a mo-
ment, and I knew she was going to yell.

“Hare Krsna!” she said.

[ jumped. Her voice was husky, but
clear.

Radha Govinda then spoke each
syllable deliberately and painstaking-
ly, as if she herself had a hard time
with the words: “Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare.”

We said the mantra every day at the
temple. Radha Govinda repeated it
exactly.

I stared at her and then at the girl
in the window, who was repeating it
flawlessly.

A car door slammed, awakening me
to the reality that my house was still
very far away.

“I wanna go home,” I whined softly,
directing my voice toward the ground.

“Bye!” said Radha Govinda to the
girl in the window, her hand flopping
rapidly back and forth in some kind of
awave.

She had dropped her twig. The girl
in the window waved back and smiled.

|
KIDNAPPERS?

We stepped back out to the side-
walk. Two men were standing outside
Pete’s house, blocking the way. Both
had crossed arms, bald heads, bellies
that protruded from under their T-
shirts, and beefy cheeks that hung over
their thick necks. Cigarette smoke
hazed the air around them. Surely
these were the kidnappers my mother
had so often warned about. Their
drunken laughter hit my ears like a
long, drawn-out thunderclap, or like
the sound of trees cracking or houses
crumbling.

[ stepped back, slipping my hand
into Radha Govinda's. Her face still
bore the angelic look she’'d had when
she preached to the girl in the window.

Her eyes focused their innocence on
the kidnappers. Was she going to
preach to them next?

We were passing her house now.
Her home would be almost as good a
haven as my own. I tugged at her hand,
pulling her in the direction of safety.

“No!”

She drew the word through her lips
into a thin whine, jutting her chin to-
ward me.

“We have to preach!”

A familiar voice rang out from
somewhere beyond the kidnappers.
My mother! The men moved aside to
make way for her. They were scared
of my mother! Well, of course they
were.

My mother’s worried scolding was
jumbled in my brain, a mess of words
and gestures. I was safe at last. The
kidnappers could never get me. My
mother was here.

Radha Govinda was shooed toward
her house. I watched her kick up her
heels as she bounded up the driveway,
her mass of curls bobbing with every
step.

My mother grabbed my hand. The
men were a blur of gray, white, and

| peach as we whisked past them.

A police car was parked around the
corner, directly in front of my house.
Two uniformed men got out. A quiver
shook my legs. I was in big trouble now.
Did police take away girls who ran
away from home? I hoped they were
scared of my mother like the kidnap-
pers were.,

My next thought froze my heart to
ice cold fear. Maybe my mother had
told them I was a bad girl.

But they didn’t look at me. I saw
why they were there. A man lay on his
back on the sidewalk. His eyes were
closed. A cigarette stuck up from his
pursed lips. His elbows rested on the
rough sidewalk, while his hands re-
laxed on his chest, his body blocking
the small path leading to our house. He

| didn’t stir in the slightest while the po-

lice picked him up and placed him in
the back seat of their car.

I was amazed that he didn’t mind
being hauled off like that. My mother
must have seen my face. Her expres-
sion was sterner than ever.

“He’s drunk.”

Again she rattled on and on about
the dangers of this city and how I
should never go outside by myself. I
let my mind wander back to Radha
Govinda. How come she never got
scared? How come she always want-
ed to talk about Krsna even to mean
kidnappers? I resolved to ask her the
next time we met. [ pictured her doe-
like eyes widened with enthusiasm. “I
wanna preach,” she had said. She was
so brave.

LAST MEMORY

I don’t know if I ever got to ask her
my questions. My next memory of her
is also my last. She looked very differ-
ent this time. We were at the temple
celebrating Vyasa Pija, Srila Prabhu-
pada’s birthday anniversary. Festivals
at the temple were always great fun.
The temple’s lawns and gardens were
our huge playground, a place where
we could roam freely—well, as long as
our mothers could see us. We were in
the dining hall, my mother, my baby
brother, and . The feast had been good,
and my full tummy and I were ready
for some more play time.

Then a man ran into the room, his
frantic voice echoing through the hall.

I know now that he said, *Does any-
one know CPR?”

Back then, my three-year-old ears
heard nothing but a jumble of crazy,
mixed-up shouts. At his second sen-
tence, my mother bolted from the
room. | saw enough of her face to know
that something was wrong, terribly
wrong. | followed her as quickly as my
little legs would carry me, but she was
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ACCEPTING STUDENTS

Bhaktivedanta Gurukula
& International School

— Vrindavan, U.P.,, India —

The Bhaktivedanta Gurukula and International School in Vrindavan
is now accepting applications for the 2003-2004 school year, which
begins April 2. It is a residential school (with a day-school option) for
boys and young men 6 to 17 years old and is affiliated with the Indian
Council of Secondary Education (ICSE). Students take the ICSE and
the UK. Cambridge Checkpoint exams.

Students also take part in morning and evening spiritual programs
as well as a variety of sports and other activities in the afternoon.

Admissions testing is required and is available in Vrindavan and

internationally.

For more information, contact the school secretary:
BGIS@pamho.net
Or the principal:
ananda.vrindavana@pamho.net
Applications are available at:
www.bgis.org/Files/application%20form.doc

soon swallowed up by a crowd of peo-
ple all heading the same direction,
toward the pool.

Feet, most of them bare, bounded
up the wide curving stone steps that led
to the rose garden and the pool beyond
it. There were so many feet, big feet
attached to big legs attached to big
people. Could I squeeze through such
a mass of humanity? I made my way
through the gate to the pool easily.
The spaces here and there between
the many converging bodies afforded
plenty of room for my little form.

Then I saw her. Radha Govinda was
blue. Not gray-blue, but bright, shock-
ing blue. Her curls, straightened in their
wet state, hung limply around her face.
She lay in a woman'’s lap, a woman I
recognized as the mother of some of
my friends. The woman was squeezing
her nose.

“All children out!™

I felt myself shoved into a mass of
protesting, squirming children. Indig-
nation swelled my chest, ready to burst
any second. I don’t know who kicked
us out. But later [ linked the person to
ateenage boy in school I disliked. That
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mean boy must have been the one who
had so unceremoniously torn me from
my friend.

I wandered aimlessly on the temple
grounds for a while, thoughts racing.
What happened to my friend? Was she
sick? Why was I thrown out? What
were they doing to her? Why was that
lady plugging her nose?

Finally the large group emerged
from the pool. Radha Govinda was
being carried by her father. They were
singing loudly. The chant was a happy
one, one that was sung daily as part of
the temple services, but this time it re-
flected the somber mood of the crowd
that sang it.

Something was so dreadfully wrong.
Where was my mother? She could tell

me what was going on. The mother of |

one of my friends was sobbing, her
bright red face wet with tears, the way
my baby brother’s face looked when
he was throwing his biggest tantrum.
But mothers didn’t cry like that. Ba-
bies did. Something was so wrong.
Over the next few days I pestered
my mother with questions. One day 1
found her crying in the kitchen over the
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pot she stirred on the stove.

“Mommy, why are you crying?” |
asked.

“I miss Radha Govinda.”

She tried to smile.

“Don’t cry,” I said. “She’s happy
now. She’s playing with Krsna.”

Fresh sobs racked my mother’s
chest. This time a partial smile came
| naturally to her wet face. even amid her
sobs.

My IDpoL

I still idolize Radha Govinda’s
death. To me she was a perfect child,
so angelic in every way that Krsna
couldn’t wait to call her home to His
kingdom, the spiritual world.

I look at my daughter sitting in the
freshly cleaned rocking chair—"my
rocking chair.”

But to me it will always be Radha
Govinda’s rocking chair. After she
died, her parents gave it to me. Death
was such a simple thing to the three-
year-old I was twenty years ago. But |
know now how much Radha Govinda’s
death devastated her parents. They
gave me her rocking chair not because
they had no other use for it—their baby
boy would have used it—but because
of the pain it carried between its min-
iature armrests.

Sitting in the chair, my daughter
looks beautiful to me right now.

“Will you hug me?” I ask, looking
at her pleadingly.

She comes to my arms willingly.

“Yes,” I say to myself, “there is a
God—Krsna—and I know He had his
reasons for taking my little friend so
many years ago. But motherly attach-
ment is so intense.”

As Padma’s soft cheek presses mine
and her arms encircle my neck, [ feel a
painful squeeze at my heart. I now
| know the answer to my question of
| twenty years ago: “Mommy, why are

you crying?” €3

Campakalata Devi Dasi lives in Hills-
borough, North Carolina, with her hus-
band, Mayapurcandra Dasa, and their
daughter, Padmavati. A gurukula grad-
uate herself, for the past seven years
Campakalata has been teaching in
Hillsborough's Padma Academy along
with her husband and her mother,
Urmila Devi Dasi.




“ADOGWILLNEVERASK...”
(continued from page 43)
no soul, the other animals have no
soul—simply we have got a soul.” That
is ignorance, base quality. But when you
come to the purity of goodness, samah
sarvesu bhiitesu, this qualification will
arise. A devotee is not willing to kill
even an ant, because he knows, “He
is also a soul, part and parcel of the
Supreme Soul. By his karma he has
become an ant, while I have become a
human being. So I have the same quali-
ty of soul as he; he has the same qual-
ity of soul as I. He has a different body
from mine. He is suffering in that way.
I have got a different body from his. I
am also suffering—but I am thinking 1
am enjoying.” That is samah sarvesu
bhiitesu.

[To the disciple who read the verse:]

What is the meaning—samah sarvesu |

bhiitesu?

Disciple: Samah means “equally dis-
posed™; sarvesu means “all”; bhiitesu
means “living entities.” “He is equally
disposed to every living entity.”

Srila Prabhupada: So you can sec on |

an equal level when you become a
brahmana. Brahma-bhiitah, the spiri-
tual platform, is not understood in the

United Nations. There they are pass- |

ing resolutions, and yet fighting is
going on outside, because they have
no spiritual vision—samah sarvesu
bhiitesu. So the politicians should be
guided by the brahmanas. That is the
proper social structure—guided by
those who are first-class men in spiri-
tual understanding. Or to put it another
way, the politicians, the administra-
tors—they should take instruction from
the brahmanas first and then take part
in politics. Then they will be also first-
class men. You won’t have to drag them
down after electing them.

This business of first elect and then
drag them down—this is a mistake. Just
like you elected Nixon president, then
dragged him down because you made
a mistake. You do not know whom to
elect, because you are not guided by
brahmanas. This is the fault. The whole
society is being guided by sizdras and

some portion vaisyas. Mostly siidras, or |

workers, and a certain percentage of
vaisyas, mercantile men.

But at the present moment no guid-
ance is being given by ksatriyas or

brahmanas, properly trained adminis-
trators and intellectuals. Therefore, for
peaceful life in human society, there
must be four divisions.

[To a disciple:] Find this verse: catur-
varnyam mayd srstam guna-karma-
vibhagasah.

Disciple: That’s also going to be in
Bhagavad-gita, thirteenth verse in the
Fourth Chapter. Catur-varnyar mayad

srstam. guna-karma-vibhagasah/ tasya
kartaram api mari viddhy akartaram
avyayam: “According to the three
modes of material nature and the work
associated with them., the four divisions
ol human society are created by Me.
And although I am the creator of this
system, you should know that I am yet
the nondoer, being unchangeable.”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, Krsna created

BHAGAVATA
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

BHAKTI-SASTRI COURSE

JUNE 2-SEPTEMBER 1, 2003

Study of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, The Nectar
of Devotion, The Nectar of Instruction,
Sri ISopanisad, and additional brief seminars.

TEACHERS:
Ravindra Svaruipa Dasa, Dvija-mani Dasa,
Ekacakra Dasa, Kalipavana Dasa, Thakura Dasa,
Vrndavana Dasa, and others.

REQUIREMENTS:
Good sadhana, eagerness to learn,
and two recommendation letters

COST: $825

For more info., visit
www.bhagavataseminary.com.

Bhagavata Theological Seminary
ISKCON Philadelphia
41 West Allens Lane, Philadelphia PA 19119

(215) 247-4600
info@bhagavataseminary.com
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these four divisions—brahmana, ksa-
triya, vaisya, stiidra—but He does not
belong to any one of them. He is nei-
ther brahmana nor ksatriya nor vais-
ya nor Siidra. He is transcendental, only
looking toward human society’s best
interest. Similarly, our philosophy—
just to make the human society very
peaceful and progressive, we wish to
establish this system. A first-class
group of men, brahmanas—they will
guide the ksatriyas. And the ksatriyas,
the administrators—they will guide
the vaisyas. Vaisyas are those who en-
gage in agriculture and cow protec-
tion and trade. And sidras are those
who are neither brahmana nor ksatriya
nor vaisyas. They are simply workers,
assistants.

So there must be divisions like this.
The brahmanas should guide the ksa-
triyas, the ksatriyas will administer the
state, the vaisyas will produce food-
stuffs, and the sidras will help. Coop-
eration for common benefit—and the
aim is spiritual realization. That is
perfect society. If everyone is a Sidra,
without any aim of life, then there will
be chaos. Just like in your country—
in spite of so much facility for educa-
tion, the students being produced are
hippies, useless for all purposes. Why
is this happening? 1 have gone to so

many universities. I have seen the stu- |

dents—hippies. And if you say, “If you

act like cats and dogs, you will become |
cats and dogs in your next life,” they |
say, “What is the wrong if I become a |
| He should be inquisitive—"Why is this

dog?” [Laughter.]
This is the result of your so-called

modern education. The student is pre-
pared to become a dog. The student
does not learn what is the distinction
between a dog and a human being. As
a result, he is seeking after the dog’s
facility—that the dog can have sex on
the street. The student is thinking the
dog’s life is advantageous. This is the
situation. Therefore, Professor Judah
[of Berkeley’s Graduate Theological
Union| has written me a letter saying,
“I am simply amazed at how you have
converted the drug-addicted hippies
into servants of Krsna and humanity.”
These are his words.

Dr. Mize: May I ask you another ques-
tion?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Dr. Mize: The relationship of the mind
to the soul—how the mind comes to
know that it has or that there is a soul.
Srila Prabhupada: By taking lessons
from professors who have their minds
clear. Why does a student go to you?
Because his mind is not clear. You have
to clear his mind by teaching him psy-
chology—the intricacies of thinking,
feeling, willing. Therefore, the student
has to go to a learned man who knows
how to understand the mind, how to
understand the activities of the mind,
how to deal with them.

That requires education. A dog can-
not take this education, but a human
being can take it. Therefore, it is the
duty of the human being to learn how
to control the mind, not to act like cats
and dogs. That is a real human being.

happening? Why is that happening?”

And he should take education. That is
human life. And if he does not inquire,
if he does not take education, then
what is the difference between him and
the dog? He remains a dog. He has got
this opportunity of human life. He
should take advantage of understand-
ing what is what and not keep himself
in the dog status—simply eating, sleep-
ing, mating, and defending. That is the
distinction between a dog and a human
being. If he does not become inquisi-
tive how to control the mind, he is not
even a human being. A dog never in-
quires. A dog knows that “When I bark,
people become disturbed.” But he'll
never ask, “How to control this bark-
ing habit?” Because he is a dog, he can-
not do that.

A human being can ask, “People
hate me when I do something wrong—
how to control my mind?” That is a
human being. That is the difference
between a human being and a dog.
Therefore, the Vedic injunction is “Go

| and inquire. You have got this human

form of life.” Athato brahma-jijiiasa:
“Now, this is the time for inquiring
about the soul.” Tad vijiandrtharm sa
gurum eva abhigacchet: “If you want to
understand this science, then go to a
proper guru and take lessons from
him.” This is the same thing as we in-
struct our children: “If you want to
be educated to reach a higher status of
life, go to school, go to college, take

| lessons.” That is human society. The

dog’s father will never ask the dog,
“Child, go to school.” No. They are
dogs. €D

SEND BTG TO THE LIBRARY

The Prabhupada Rasamrita Trust is an endowed Trust that gives

Back to Godhead subscriptions and Srila Prabhupada’s books to libraries in

the United States. Get in touch with the Trust if you are a librarian, or a library

patron who'd like to see BTG and Prabhupada’s books in your library.

THE PRABHUPADA RASAMRITA TRUST
RD 1,NBU 44  Moundsville, WV 26041 « (304) 843-4880  henrykrish@aol.com
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GENTERS ARDUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001/ Tel, (0381) 227053/
Fax: {0381) 224780/ E-mail: premadata@redifimail.com
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, 380 054/
Tel. (079) 686-1945, -1645, or -2350/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@pamho.net
Allahabad, UP — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 415294
Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R' Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: questhouse@iskconbangalore.org
Bangalore, Karnataka — ISKCON Sri Jagannath Mandir, No.5 Sripuram, 15t cross,
Sheshadripuram, Bangalore 560 020/ Tel. (080) 353-6867 or 226-2024 or 353-0102
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 2310630 or 2331012 or
2350885/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@pamho.net
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 530 006/ Tel. (0831) 436267 or 400108/
E-mail: devamrita.rs@pamho.net
 Berhampur, Orissa — Sri Ram Govinda Mandir, Aska Road, At Post Ankuspur, Brahmapur, Dist.
Ganjam 761 100/ Tel. (0680) 330720
# Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 553517, 533475,
or 554283/ E-mail; bhubaneswar@pamho.net
Bombay — (see Mumbai)
Calculta— 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/ Fax: (033) 247-8515
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601580 or 603232
Chennai, TN — Hare Krishna Land, Bhaktivedanta Swami Road, 0ff ECR Road, Injambakkam,
Chennai 600 041/ Tel. (044) 501-9303 or 501-9147/ E-mail: iskconchennai@eth.net
Coimbatore, TN — Sri Jagannath Mandir, 100 ft. New Scheme Road, Hare Krishna Land,
Aerodrome P.0., Coimbatore 641 011/ Tel. (0422) 626509 or 626508/
E-mail; iskconche@yahoo.com
Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361 335/ Tel. (02892) 34606/
Fax: (02892) 34319
Guntur, AP — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Ghariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963
Hanumkonda, AP — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399
Haridaspur, West Bengal — P.0. Chhaygharia, Bangaan, 24 Parganas, West Bengal 743 704/
Tel. (03215) 57856
Haridwar, Uttaranchal — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849
Hyderabad, AP — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
Tel. (040) 474-4969, 474-2018, or 657-7432/ E-mail; vedantacaitanya@redifimail.com
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 272665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — ISKCON, Krishna Balaram Mandir, Dholai, Opp. Vijay Path, Mansarovar,
Jaipur 302 020/ Tel. (0141) 394765/ Fax: (0141) 222273/ E-mail: iskcon@datainfosys.net
Katra, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Kalka Mata Mandir (Vashnov Mata), 182 101/
Tel. (01991} 33047
o4 Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 234806
Lucknow, UP — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018/ Tel. (0522) 223556 or
271551
Madras — (sze Chennai)
Madurai, TN — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
4 Mayapur, WB — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.nat
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
4 Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 048/ Tel. (022) 2620-6860/
Fax: (022) 2620-5214/ E-mail; iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guestnouse.bombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Opposite Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Near Babulnath Temple, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. {022) 2369-7228/ Fax; (022) 2367-7941/
E-mail: radha-krishna.rs@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Dist. Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 2811-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 2811-8875/
E-mail: jagjivan.gkd@pamho.net
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, § Shastri Layout, Ring Road, Khamla,
400 015/ Tel. (0712) 273987 or 273988/ E-mail: iskconnagpur@yahoo.com
# New Delhi — Hare Krishna Hill. Sant Nagar Main Rd., East of Kailash, 110 085/
Tel. (011) 2623-6133, 4, 5.6, 7/ Fax: (011) 2621-5421 or 2628-0067/ E-mail:
mahamantra.gkg@pamho.net; (Guesthouse) neelsunder@mantraonline.com

®

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782/ Fax: (011) 621-5421

o MNoida, UP — B-4, Sector 31, 201 301/ Tel. (095120 245-4912 or 245-5015/

E-mail: vraja.bhakit.vilas.lok@pamho.net

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram {across Chandrabhaga River),
Dist. Sholapur, 413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Patna, Bihar — Arya Kumar Rd., Rajendra Nagar, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 687637 or 685081/ Fax: (0612)
87635/ E-mail; krishna.kripa.jps@pamho.net

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (020) 633-2328 or 636-1855/
E-mail: iyfpune@vsnl.com

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuti, Swargadwar, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 31440

Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli, 752 001/ Tel. (06752) 30484

Secunderabad, AP — 27 5. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Dist. Cachar, 788 004/ Tel. (03842) 34615

Siliguri, WB — ISKCON Road, Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619 or 539046 or 539082/
Fax; (0353) 526130

Sti Rangam, TN — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891, 765516, or 773386/
E-mail: surat@pamho.net

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/
Tel, (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net

Tirupati, AP — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114/ Fax: (08574) 30114
E-mail: revati.raman.jps@pamho.net

Udhampur, J&K — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Dhaar Road, 182 101/ Tel. & fax (01992) 270298

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — [SKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 230796 or 233012

Varanasi, UP — [SKCON, B 27/80 Durgakund Rd., Near Durgakund Police Station, Varanasi 221 010/
Tel. (0542) 246422 or 222617

Vishakapatnam, AP — ISKCON, 7-5-108 Pandurangapuram Beach Rd., 530 003/ Tel. (0891) 528376/
E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail.com

Vrindavan, UP — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura Dist.,
281 124/ Tel, (0565) 254-0021/ Fax: (0565) 2540-053/ E-mail: vrindavan@pamho.net;
(Guesthouse:) Tel. (0565) 254-0022; ramamani@sancharnet.in

Warangal, AP — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally. 506 007/ Tel. (08712) 426182

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact |SKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Hyderabad, AP (New Naimisaranya Farm) — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq.. R.R. Dist., 501 401/
Tel. (040) 4742018

Indore, MP (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794

Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail; Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)

Mayapur, WB — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P. 0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (02622) 63546

Vrindavan, UP — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403} 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: vamanstones@shaw.ca
Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5RS/ Tel. (403) 433-9939
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: temple@iskconmontreal.com
Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset 5t. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: iskconottawa@sympatico.ca
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax; (418) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskeon.net
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/ Fax: (604) 648-8713,
Govinda's Bookstore and Cafe: (604) 433-7100 or 1-888-433-8722/ E-mail: jaygo@telus.net
RURAL COMMUNITY
Asheroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 140, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397]/ E-mail: uttamadd@yahoo.com

U.S.A.
Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Pance de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. & fax: (404) 377-8680/
E-mail: balat08@earthlink.net

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Russia, the number to drop is the initial “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space. we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

% New listing  # Temples with restaurants or dining

» Revised listing
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Austin, Texas — 10700 Jonwood Way, 78753/ Tel. (512) 835-2121/ Fax: (512) 835-8479/
E-mail: harekrishna@swhell.net

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624 or
719-6738/ E-mail: sporeckie@juno.com

Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ Fax: (510) 841-7619/
E-mail: rasaraja@bvinst.edu

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/ E-mail: boise_temple@yahoo.com

Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax; (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: premananda@juno.com

Chicago, lllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. {773} 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: information@iskconchicago.com

Columbus, Ohio — 373 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax; (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.acbsp@pamho.net

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax; (214) B23-7264/
E-mail: tekrishnas@aol.com; restaurant: vegetariantaste@aol.com

Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: naikatma.achsp@pamho.net

Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: girigovardhana@hotmail.com

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352} 336-4183/ Fax: (352) 379-2923/
E-mail: krishna@afn.org

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail; pyarimahan@aol.com

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel, (808) 595-3947/ E-mail: vinda@aol.com

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel, (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 956-9968/
E-mail: mbalar@ev1 net

Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (800) 340-5286/ Fax; (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: info@rve.edu

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion 5t., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/
E-mail: tuka108@hotmail.com

Las Vegas, Nevada — 5226 Sandstone Dr., 89142/ Tel. (702) 440-4938/ E-mail: surapala@pamho.net

Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail: garuda@optonline.net

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 838-2715/
E-mail; nirantara@juno.com

Los Angeles, California — 3520-3526 Slauson Ave., 90043/ Tel. (323) 295-1517/
E-mail: Mr. Wisdomla&aol.com

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia 5t., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax; (305) 444-7145

New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. {(504) 486-3583/
E-mail; rrk196820@cs.com

New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) B55-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aal.com

New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/
E-mail: dayananda@msn.com

New York, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Blvd., Queens 11420/ Tel, & fax: (718) 848-9010/
E-mail: sunandanadas@hotmail.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: iskconphilly@acl.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19146/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com

Phoenix, Arizona — 100 5. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (480) 705-4900/ Fax: (480) 705-4901/
E-mail: svgd108@yahoo.com

Portland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., Portland, OR 87215/ Tel. (503) 236-0417/
E-mail; portland_krishna@hotmail.com

St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: temple@harekrishna-stl.com

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (858) 483-2500/
Fax: (858) 483-0941/ E-mail: gandharvika@pamho.net

San Jose, California — 2990 Union Ave,, 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197/ Fax: (408) 369-8073/
E-mail: bhwatsala@hotmail.com

Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Sammamish, 98075/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8028/ E-mail: iskconseattle@yahoo.com

Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St,, 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 224-3803/
E-mail: darudb@hatmail.com

Tampa, Florida — 14610 North 17th St., Lutz 33549/ Tel, (813) 971-6474/
E-mail: krishnaram108&hotmail.com

Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax; (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: newjersey@iskcon.net

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax; (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: dasarath@compuserve.com

Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax; (301) 299-5025/ E-mail; sri.{rikalajna.mg@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — 17306 N.W. 112th Blvd., 32615 (mail: P.0. Box 819, 32616)/
Tel. (386) 462-2017/ Fax: (386) 462-3468/ E-mail: alachua@pamho.net

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. {601) 749-9460
or 799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2824/ E-mail: talavan@fnbop.com

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — Carr. 181, Km. 16.3, Bo. Santa Rita, Gurabo
(mail: HG-01, Box 8440, Gurabo, PR 00778)/ (Office) Tel. & fax: (787) 737-4265/ (Temple)

Tel. (787)712-0358/ E-mail: iskconpr@hotmail.com
Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (319) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindaban) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) 845-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail; newvrindaban@yahoo.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Ri. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 753-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: vrajalila@acsworld.net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Alachua, Florida — Govinda's, 14603 Main St., 32615/ Tel. (386) 462-4500/ Fax: (386) 418-3524
Gainesville, Florida — Vegetarian Palace, 2106 SW 34th St., 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955
Greenshoro, North Carolina — Govinda's, 332 South Tate St./ Tel. (336) 373-8809
San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229
Tallahassee, Florida — Higher Taste, 411 St. Francis St., 32301/ Tel. (850) 894-4296

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (028) 9062 0530

Birmingham, England — &4 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Coventry (mail: 18 Gloucester St., Coventry CV1 38Z)/
Tel. +44 (024) 7655 2622 or 5420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 834790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: karuna.bhavan@virgin.net

Leicester — 21 Thoresby St., North Evington, LES 4GLU/ Tel. +44 (0116) 276 2587 or
(07887) 560 260/ E-mail: gauranga@oauranga.org

Liverpool, England — 114 Bold 5t., L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (01555) 894-790

London, England (city) — 10 Soho St.,, W10 3DL/ Tel. +44 (020) 7437-3662; residential /pujaris,
7439-3608; shop, 7287-0269; Govinda's Restaurant, 7437-4928/ Fax; +44 (020) 7439-1127/
E-mail: london@pamho.net

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD25 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for accommodations:} accommodations.requests@pamho.net

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25 SNG/ Tel, +44 (020) 8656 4296

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whallzy Range, M16 BFT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272 1911/
E-mail: bhakti.rasa@pamho.net

Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, PLE SHX/ Tel +44 (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@aol.com

Romford — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchruch, RM11 204/ tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadwipa Dhama, Inisrath |sland, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 9GN/
Tel. +44 (028) 6772 1512/ E-mail: govindadwipa@pamho.net

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than forty other cities in the LK.
For information, contact ISKCON Reader Services, P.0. Box 730, Watford WD25 8EZ, UK;
viww.iskcon.org.uk)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel, +353 (01) 475-0309/ Fax: (01) 478-6204
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
Swansea — Govinda's, & Craddock St., SAT 3EN/ Tel, +44 (01792) 468469/
E-mail: govin_das@hotmail.com

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 25 Le Hunte St., Kilburn, SA 5084/ Tel. +61 (08) 8358-5120/ Fax: (08) 8359-5149

Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indurupilly), OLD 4068/
Tel, +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880

Ganberra — 1 Quick St, Ainslie, ACT 2602 (mail: P.0. Box 1411, Canberra, AGT 2601)/
Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6262-6208/ E-mail: adi@actweb.net

Melbourne — 197 Danks St. (mail: P.0. Box 125}, Albert Park , VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9693-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Newcastle —28, Bull St., Mayfield, NSW 2304/ Tel. +61 (02) 4967-7000

Perth — 144 Railway Parade (corner of The Strand) [mail: P.0. Box 102], Bayswater, WA 6053/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — 180 Falcon 5t., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. 461 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — 50 Seaches Outlet, off 1265 Winchelsea Deans Marsh Rd., Bambra VIC
3241/ Tel. +61 (03) 5288-7383/ E-mail: iskcon@bigpond.net.au

Cessnock, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mount View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325/ Tel. +61 (02)4998-800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella (mail: P.0. Box G85), NSW 2484/
Tel. & fax: 461 (02) 6672-6579/ Fax: +61 (02) 6672-5498
RESTAURANTS

Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258

Brishane — Govinda's, 99 Elizabeth St., 1st floor, QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255

Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston 5t., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939



CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

New Castle — Krishna's Vegetarian Cafe, 110 King Street, corner of King & Wolf Streets, NSW 2300
Tel. +61 (02) 4929-6900

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net

Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs, 112 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst NSW 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 9380-
5155

Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 5298 King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FiJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax; +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. 4679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax; +679 663039
Port Mareshy, Papua New Guniea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordenia St., Hohola (mail; P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 2183, Govt. Bldgs. )/
Tel. +679 393 599/ Fax; +679 314 583/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753}/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130

RESTAURANTS

Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, 246 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 306-4143

Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364

Lauloka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. 4679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Opposite University of the South Pacific,
Laucala Bay Rd.f Tel. +679 311683/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt 5t./ Tel. +679 314154

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 82 Ratu Mara Rd., Samabula/ Tel. +679 386333

Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./ Tel, +679 312295

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligagrtstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404 or -1694/
Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002/ Tel. +34 93 302-5194/ E-mail: temploben@hotmail com

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola), 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 4940706

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 II/ Tel. +36 (01) 397-0435, 397-0436/
E-mail: budapest@pamho.net

Copenhagen, Denmark — Skjulhoj Alle 44, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 (04) 828-6446/
Fax: +45 (0d) 628-7331/ E-mail: tempel@krishna.dk

Griidinge, Sweden — Radha-Krishna Temple, Korsnas Gard, 14792 Gradinge, Tel.+46 (08) 53029800/
Fax: +46 (08) 53025062 / E-mail: reception@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (IIl krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-8879/ Fax: +358 (9) 694-9837/
E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estefania, 31 R/C 1000 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351(01) 314-0314 or 352-0038/
E-mail: iskcon.lisbon@pamho.net

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 91 521-3096

Oslo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 Rug Docteur Jean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-0851/
E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5 - Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 or -0401/
Faw: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: narakriti@usa.net

Radhadesh, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322026
(restaurant: 321421/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Rome — via Santa Maria del Pianto, 15-17, 00186/ Tel. +36 (06) 68891540/ E-mail:
[ilasukha@libero.it

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881

Trier, Germany — Hujetsmuhle, Boeckingstrasse 4a, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel. +48 (06782) 980436

Vienna — Reinprechtsdorferstr. 43/5, A-1050/ Tel. +43 {01) 547-1004/ E-mail:
iskconwien@notmail.com

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawa, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/ Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 (mail: P.0. Box 116)/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: kgs@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax; +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel. +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Hungary (New Vraja-dhama) — Krisna-vdlgy, 8699 Somogyvamos, Fi u, 38/ Tel. & fax: +36 (085)

540-002 or 340-185/ E-mail: krisna-volgy@pamho.net
Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/
Tel. +39 (055) B20054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470/ E-mail: isvaripriya@libero.it
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 949 280436
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/ Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729
Copenhagen — Govinda's, Narre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa §, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417
Oslo — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250
Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817
Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. & fax: +41 (01) 251-8858/ E-mail: info@govindakultur.ch

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)*

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4844
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh, (mail: P.0. Box 69), 125284/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Tel. & fa: +7 (005) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)*

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak 5t., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249/
Faw; (02) 837287/ E-mail; iskcon@citechco.net

Hong Kong — 6/F Oceanview Court, 27 Chatham Road South (mail; P.0. Box 98919)/
Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/ Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pamho.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — Yayasan Radha-Govinda, P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/
Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646/ E-mail: matsyads@bogor.wasantara.net.i

Katmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha (mail: GPO Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 373790 or 373786/
Fa: +977 (01} 372976 (Attn: ISKCON)/ E-mail: iskcon@wlink.com.np

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, 58200 Kuala Lumpur/ Tel. +80
(3) 7980-7355/ Fax: +60 (3) 7981-1644/ E-mail: uttama@tm.net.my

Manila, Philippines — 52 Copenhagen St., Mervillz Park Subdivision, Paranague, Metro Manila
1700/ Tel. +63 (02) B24-5247/ Fax; (02) 823-8689/ E-mail: sridam.gds@pamho.net

Myitkyina, Myanmar — |SKCON Sri Jagannath Temple, Bogyoke Street, Shansu Taung, Myitkyina,
Kachin State/ E-mail: mahanadi@mptmail.net. mm

Tokyo, Japan — Subaru 1F, 4-19-6 Kamitakada, Nakano-ku, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. +81 (03) 5343-
9147 or (090) 6544-9284/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812/ E-mail: damodara@krishna.jp

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)*

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, Villa Urquiza, CP 1431/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
Fax: +564 302108/ E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871
Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F., 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (05) 271-1953
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Vilhena de Maraes, 309, Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, RJ,
22793-140/ Tel. +55 (031) 2431-1887/ E-mail: iskconrio@yahoo.com
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799
Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352
West Coast Demerara, Guyana — Sri Gaura Nitai Ashirvad Mandir, Lot “B," Nauville Flanders (Crane
0ld Road), West Coast Demerara/ Tel. +592 254 0494/ E-mail: prabhupadadeva@yahoo.com

AFRICA (partial list)*

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North (mail: P.0. Box 11686)/
Tel. & fax +233 (021) 229988
Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax; +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@pamho.net
Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Unit 5 (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net
Johannesburg, South Africa — 58 Kingston Ave., Auckland Park (mail: P.0. Box 649)/
Tel. +27 (011)726-1168 or (083) 231-0878
Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajao Estate, International Airport Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876168
Lenasia, South Africa — 7971 Capricorn Ave. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia (mail:
P. 0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (082) 332-9680/ Fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/
E-mail: iskconjb@freemail.absa.co.za
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946)/
Tel. +254 {02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740857
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 696-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hkl@intnet. mu
Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umugbule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za
RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban/ Tel. +230 418-3185 or
418-3955/ Fax: +230 418-6470

* Newlisting 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing  *The full list appears in the Jan/ Feb and Jul / Aug issues.
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Krsna’s Special Form for Us

SOME YEARS AGO, when I was the treasurer of
our temple outside Washington, D.C., I went to the
bank one Friday afternoon as usual, only to find it
closed. Puzzled, I asked a woman standing nearby
why it wasn’t open.

“Are you living in a hole out there at that Hare
Krsna place?” she replied. “Don’t you know today’s
Good Friday?”

I didn’t say anything, but I thought, “Well, I'm
sure you don’t know that last Friday was Gaura
Plrnima, the appearance anniversary Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu!”

Gaura Pirnima, along with Janmastami, should
be the most important day on anyone’s calendar.
The greatest misfortune for people today is that
they don’t know Lord Caitanya, who came to give
them love of God.

Lord Caitanya appeared five hundred years ago
to declare that in the present age chanting God’s
names is the best way to attain love for God. To-
day,awakening our God consciousness without ref-
erence to Caitanya Mahaprabhu is difficult. Why?
Because Lord Caitanya is Krsna, or God Himself,
the evidence of which can be found throughout the
Vedic literature. No doubt that evidence is a little
hard to find, and that’s because Krsna wanted to
protect the secret of His descent: in this age He
comes disguised as His own devotee. Still, learned
contemporaries of Lord Caitanya discovered many
scriptural passages that prove His identity as Krsna,
and those can be found in authoritative biographies
about Him.

Srila Prabhupada points out that in our time,
following Caitanya Mahaprabhu can be said to be
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more important than following Krsna. Of course,
since They're the same person, Their instructions
are the same. Krsna says, “Surrender to Me,” and
Lord Caitanya says,“Surrender to Krsna.” But Lord
Caitanya came to show us exactly how to surren-
der to Krsna. In the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna asked
everyone to surrender to Him, but people either
misunderstood the order or failed to execute it. So
Krsna came as Caitanya Mahaprabhu to show us
exactly how to surrender.

The essence of Lord Caitanya’s method of sur-
render is the chanting of Krsna’s names. As impor-
tant for us as chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra
is chanting the names of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and His chief associates with the mantra jaya sri-
krsna-caitanya prabhu nityananda sri-advaita gada-
dhara srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda. Worshiping
the Lord as He appears in the current age is appro-
priate—or, rather, imperative—because He has
come specifically for us.

People in the West hardly know anything about
Krsna, what to speak of Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
but even the people of India, who all know some-
thing about Krsna, know little or nothing about
Lord Caitanya. Many believe He was a sixteenth-
century Bengali saint, but He is much more than
that.

Lord Caitanya mostly hid His identity as Krsna
because He had taken on the mood of a devotee of
Krsna. He showed that love of Krsna is so wonder-
ful that Krsna becomes His own devotee to taste it.
By worshiping Caitanya Mahaprabhu and accept-
ing His teachings, we too can taste the only love
that can fully satisfy us. —Nagaraja Dasa



Festivals—by Lokanath
Swami. We are always
attracted to festivals, and the
‘grandest of them all is the
Mayapur-Vrindavan festival.
Many people contribute their

memories about the first few, fojaay.
the lle"“t and SOUI_Df which Memories: Anecdotes of a Modern-Day —
was Srila Prabhupada. Shinc(Volthnes 182) /I
Hardbound, 250 pages, Transcriptions of all the oral histories

illustrations. $16.95 OFLS

contained within the Memories video series. ~—
Now instead of fast-forwarding to that

memorable story you want to tell a friend,

you can just turn to the page for the exact

"% Srila Prabhupada

' at the Mayapur-Vrndavana Festivals

‘ e ) .

The Complete Ministry
Now you can own the com-
plete set of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s audio recordings,
including his lectures,
conversations, Krsna book
dictations—PLUS all of
Srila Prabhupada’s music.
This deluxe MP3 set of 21

~<E
quote. The book includes photos of every F )
devotee who shares his or her memories.
Volume 1 covers Tapes 1-15; Volume 2 ;
covers Tapes 16-28. $19.95 each, OMEMI O
and OMEM2. Memories video tapes also
available, $19.95 each. —
/
s
r-#

CDs comes in a compact, :
hard-body carrying case. T— ! \
$59.95 ACDAL Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta— | € o)
NOTE: This is a special by Satsvartpa Dasa Goswami. 2 :
offer at a special price. The full Srila Prabhupada- R ,....._J
Order your set now! lilamrta—out of print for eleven *
years—is now available in two : (\
~ Make sure your CD new gorgeous voll_umcs‘ This J
player supports MP3 for- new printing of Srila Prabhu-
mat. If it does not, you pada’s remarkable and unique e J
can play them on your story includes easily readable 4
computer’s CD drive text, a full index—PLUS more M _
with MP3 software: and better pictures than the original seven-volume set. Hardbound with [ 1] .l
Windows M“d‘ia Player, ribbon markers, 2,324 total text pages, 48 total pages of pictures.
RealPlayer, WinAmp. $69.95 per set, BPLTA




Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
— Translation and commentary by
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-

* vedanta Swami Prabhupada. Sri
Caitanya-caritamyta is the authori-
rative biography of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna Himself
in the role of His devotee. He
appeared 500 years ago to teach
everyone in the current age.

Lord Caitanya’s philosophical
brilliance astounded the greatest
scholars of His day and continues to
move philosophers around the ‘world.
He taught the easy method of self-
realization by chanting God’s holy
names. This set is a must for anyone
serious ahout spiritual life and
attaining true and lasting happiness.
Lord Caitanya’s life story is engaging
and full of reason and logic about
the spiritual science. Hardbound,

9 volumes, over 7,300 pages, 64" x
014" $349.50 BCC (Please call us at
[-800-800-3284 if you would like to
arrange a more economical shipping
method for this heavy set of books.)

Srila Prabhupida

Sri -Caitanya-éaritﬁmrta on CD

- This narration by Amala Bhakta Dasa

_contains the full text (verses only) of the
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. 48 hours of narta-
tion, 100 paintings, 90 photos of Srila
Prabhupada, sound effects, and Indian
background music, Requires: Pentium:
PC or Power Macg; : :
VGA card; CD-ROM | *%
drive; Netscape 4.x
(or later) or Internet
Explorer 4 (or later);
RealAudio Player 5.0
or G2. $24.95 SCC

Lord Caitanya’s Nama Sankirtana Poster
In your heart, join the ultimate nama
sankirtana party every time you look at this
poster. Lord Caitanya and His associates will
seem to dance across your wall! This high-
quality print is reproduced on heavy-gauge
textured paper called faux-canvas, which
provides a high standard of color quality.
The poster is 19"x 27", with an image size of
16%"x 19", The image is surrounded by a

1" gold border and centered in a white

background. $9.95 PBP2003

Festivals with Srila Prabhupada,

Part 3: Appearance of Lord Caitanya
Video images accompany Srila Prabhu-
pada’s lecture on the anniversary of the
appearance of Lord Caitanya. Mayapur,
March 16, 1976. Thirty minutes, $16:95.
$14.95 UFOO (Al ITV videos are

now only $14.951)
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VEGETARIAN
RESTAI.!RANTS

NATURAL FOOD 370

Call to order: 1-800-800-3284

The Hidden Glory of
India—by Steven ], Rosen
(Satyaraja Dasa.) A beautiful
overview of Krishna con-
scioushess, with easy-to-read

sections (see back cover for

more info), and pictures and
illustrations throughout. This
compact volume is a perfect
gift for family members and
friends. Softbound, 192 pages,
$14.95 BHGOI

Vegetarian Restaurants

& Natural Food Stores—
by John Howley (Jada Bharata
Dasa). The most complete
guide to vegetarian dining
across the US, Establishments
are listed by state and city,
with everything from phone
numbers and addresses, to
notes on menu, e-mail ad-
dresses, and more. Softbound,

680 pages, $19.95 OVRG
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Hare Krishna Han" i

{
i

21st Century
Hare Krishna Man
In this latest video from
Innertain. TV (“Tele-
vision for the soul”), the
first segment, “21st Century Hare Krishna Man,”
explores the art of Satsvarupa Dasa Goswanni,
whose avant-garde “outsider art” is a means to
express and explore his faith. In “Made in India,”
the animal rights group PETA uncovers the
horrible truth about the world’s largest leather-
producing nation: India. “Sneak Preview” intro-
duces upcoming features from Innertain. TV
films and much more. $12 VIN-HKM

Srimad Bhagavad-gita:
The Complete

Sanskrit Text in Roman
Transliteration

Now, with this handy new
pocket-sized book, you
can read or chant the
Sanskrit of Bhagavad-gita
in roman transliteration wherever you go.

Includes Svi Brahma-sambhita. $4.95 BCBG

New Iranscendental Art
Fom Visnudasa

The Julan Leela—These are Limited
Edition Signed Prints! This new painting
by Visnudasa celebrates the divine love
and pleasure shared by Srimati Radharani
and Sri Krsna. The Padma Purana says,
“One who sees Lord Krsna on His swing is
cleansed of all sins.” Each painting is
hand-signed by the artist and includes a
certificate of authenticity. Reproduced

on 115 1b. acid-free paper. Image size:
242" x 29". $59.95 PV]L

nore»
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New High-Quality Incense

We carry a large selection. Here’s a sample: Nitiraja Classic Collection—

Nagchampa, Sandalwood, Frankincense and Myrrh, Rajchampa, and

Amber. 5 packs, 50 grams, $8.75 1P-IN205. Nitirgja Slow-Burning Collec-

tion—Each of these fragrances is made with a sandlewood base, then

blended with natural floral oils. Each stick burns for approximately one

hour. 5 packs, 50 grams, $8.75 IP-N5. Visit the Krishna.com Store
online to browse the rest of our incense collection.

KRISTENACOM S TORE

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA = (800) 800-3284
Qurside USA & Canada: +1 (386) 462-1241 or fax (386) 462-1761

E-mail: store@krishna.com » Web: www.krishna.com

Get a FREE gift with a purchase of $35 or more!

Please send me: 7
{Include item codes when ordering, Please print clearly.) (2[:\'l mount

(To order additional items, use a separate sheet.)
P thod: L .
Payment metho $/H (min. $5.30)*
[ Check [ money order
[ Credit card
Make checks payable to Krishna.com. (US funds only.) For subscriptions, make

checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit cards: VISA,
MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Amt. enclosed

Name
Address Apt.
City State Zip

Tel. E-mail

Card no. Exp.
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Bas-Relief Murtis

" Beautiful polyresin reliefs of Lord

Nrsimha and Vrnda Devi, each hand-
painted in fine detail.

Lord Nrsimha is 5"x 312" and comes with
a black stand, $7.95 EPRN-A19

Vinda Devi is 7" x 5" and comes with an

attached wall-hanger, $10.95 EPRV-A18
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Vedic Thoughts

Just worship Sri Gaurahari
[Caitanya Mahaprabhu], who is

always affectionate toward His devotees.

He is the same Supreme Godhead,
Krsna, who sported in the cowherd
pastures of Vraja and stole
the hearts of Nanda and Yasoda.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thikura
Bhoga-arati, Verse 1 (From Gitavali)

L 2

All the Vedas describe the lotus feet

of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Katha Upanisad 1.2.15

*

I, the Soul of all beings,
am not as satisfied by ritual worship,
brahminical initiation, penances,
or self-discipline as I am by
faithful service rendered to one’s
spiritual master.
) Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.80.34

®

Al the Vedas declare,

“Chant the holy name of Lord Krsna.
By chanting you will attain
spiritual love and bliss that has no end.”
Again they say, “The great
liberated souls in the spiritual world
always chant the holy name.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura
Sri Hari-nama-cintamani 7.53-54

My dear friend, if you are indeed

attached to your worldly friends,
do not look at the smiling face of Lord
Govinda [Krsna] as He stands on the bank
of the Yamuna River at Keshi Ghat.
Casting sidelong glances, He places
His flute to His lips, which seem like
newly blossomed twigs. His transcendental

body, bending in three places,

appears very bright in the moonlight.

Srila Rapa Gosvami
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.239

*

A pure devotee, who is
attached to the activities of devotional
service and who always engages
in the service of My lotus feet, never
desires to become one with Me.
Such a devotee, who is unflinchingly
engaged, always glorifies
My pastimes and activities.

Lord Kapila

Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.34
L

The Lord of Gokula [Krsna]
is the transcendental Supreme Godhead,
the own Self of eternal ecstasies.

He i1s the superior of all superiors
and 1s busily engaged in the enjoyments
of the transcendental realm
and has no association with His
mundane potency.

Lord Brahma
Sri Brahma-samhita 5.6

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FI. 32616, USA.
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After thirty years of research, ( Sove BichiicuTs:
Steven J. Rosen (Satyaraja Dasa) |
breaks open the vault of Gaudiya | ® The Ancient Texts of India

: : |
Vaishnava thought, revealing every- e I e Lo
thing from the basics of spiritual
life to advanced techniques for ® The Male & Female
chanting the maha-mantra. Forms of Divinity

The Hidden Glory of Indiais the ¥ o Lydias 33 Million Gods

world’s first full-color overview of

. . ; Karma & Reincarnation
Krishna consciousness, with easy-

to-read sections on such subjects as

Abimsa: The Vegetarian Ideal

Krishna and His incarnations, . 1
Radha and the gopis, the signifi- YN o, :
cance of om, the meaning of man- ® The Little-Known Identity
tras, the nature of the demigods, Of Lord Buddha

Krishna conscious pfzrspectwes on o yrieds Hilivis Healing
women, dance, music, and art,
and how all of this relates to con- ® Poetry, Art, Drama,
temporary Hinduism. A perfect Dance, Music

gift for family members and

. . ' ® The Mysteries
friends, 7he Hidden Glory of India

Of Time & Space
is as beautiful to look at as it is rich
in philosophy and wisdom. ® Sacred Temples & Holy Places
Full color, 5%4"x 8", softbound, * Mystic Yoga & Meditation
192 pages, $14.95 BHGOI ® The Power of Mantras
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