Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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Eﬂ IN THIS ISSUE,

Damodara Dasa, one of

E the first disciples of His

¥ Divine Grace A. C.

¢ Bhaktivedanta Swami

' Prabhupada, remembers
% with fondness Prabhu-

pada’s pioneer days in New York City. As

one of only a handful of followers, Damo-

dara witnessed Srila Prabhupada up close

and gained a devotion to him that brought

meaning to his life and sustains him today.

As a great spiritual teacher, Srila
Prabhupada transformed lives by inspiring
people to pursue spiritual goals. He lived
what he taught, and he made the timeless
wisdom of the Vedic literature accessible to
the modern world. In his lecture in this issue,
“The Power of Krsna’s Name,” we see how
he homes in on the essential problem of our
existence and offers the simplest yet most
profound solution.

On the basis of Vedic authority, Srila
Prabhupada promoted the chanting of Hare
Krsna as the solution to all problems,
material and spiritual. Chanting forms the
essence of the daily spiritual program
Prabhupada prescribed, and in Satsvaraipa
Dasa Goswami’s “Holding Fast in Times of
Stress,” we hear how sticking to that pro-
gram can get us through the most trying of
times.

Hare Krsna.—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

® To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

* To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

* To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

* To help every living being remember
and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
MOSL recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

Encouraged Student

I would like to express my gratitude
to all the devotees who contribute to
BTG magazine. Each time [ receive a
new issue in the mail, I am always
greatly inspired to do as much
devotional service as I can.

As a first-year student pursuing a
career in sociology, I found the Jan./
Feb. issue particularly interesting. I
had been wondering for a while how
I could practically apply such a
degree to a Krsna conscious way of
life, when, lo and behold, the article
by Kalakantha Dasa (“Putting Krsna
to the Test”) came before my eyes! It
was very encouraging to see a devo-
tee able to integrate the philosophy
into his university studies, with in-
credible results. Prabhupada wanted
highly educated people to become
devotees, and we should all strive to
tulfill his wish in any way possible.

Rina Daya
Toronto, Canada

Satisfying Krsna

I would first like to congratulate and
thank you for the wonderful issue of
Jan./Feb. 2000. I read the magazine
cover to cover, which I normally do
not do. I really enjoyed reading arti-
cles such as “Why We Must Know
Who God Is” and “Putting Krsna to
the Test.” To put it simply, I enjoyed
everything.

Just one question regarding the
article “Why We Must Know Who
God Is.” It relates to how you deter-
mine if Krsna is satisfied. The test is
performed by way of your spiritual
master: If your spiritual master is
satisfied, then Krsna is. What if T am
not initiated yet and don’t have a
spiritual master? Who do I look to, to
see if I'm satisfying Krsna?

Asita Albert
Fort Kent, Maine

OUR REPLY: To accept initiation
from a spiritual master is required for
steady progress in spiritual life. But if
you accept Srila Prabhupada’s

teachings even before initiation (as
well as after), then he is also your
spiritual master—technically called
Siksa-guru, or instructing guru. By
following his instructions, as received
through his books, disciples, and
grand-disciples, you undoubtedly
satisfy him, and Krsna is satisfied.

Organized Knowledge

I very much appreciated Kalakantha
Dasa’s chapter-by-chapter synopsis of
the first half of the Bhagavad-gita in
the March/April issue. I have been
reading and worshiping Srila Prabhu-
pada’s gift of the Bhagavad-gita for
twenty-five years. I am enlivened by
your presentation. My knowledge of
Bhagavad-gita is now becoming
organized.

Bibhatsu Dasa

Austin, Texas

Bhagavatam Questions

Thank you for adding questions to the
Srimad-Bhagavatam section. I have to
admit that [ tended to skip that section
before, but now the questions draw me
in. They help me focus on the impor-
tant philosophical points that Prabhu-
pada always makes in his purports. I
hope other readers are taking advan-
tage of this valuable addition to the
magazine.

Richard Wells

Via the Internet

Questions About Offenses

I was reading the Jan./Feb. issue of
BTG, and I have two questions about
the offenses in chanting God’s name,
listed on page 28.

Offense 7: Teaching the glories of
the Lord’s names to the faithless.

I thought that was something that
we should do: By teaching and preach-
ing about the Lord, we can try to bring
faith to those who don’t have it.

Offense 9: Being inattentive while
chanting the holy name.

When I tell devotees that I'm strug-
gling while chanting my rounds



because I can’t concentrate, some
devotees say, “Don’t think! Just chant
and be happy. Chant any place,
anytime.”
These two offenses confuse me. Can
you clarify them?
Patricia Medici
Via the Internet

OUR REPLY: Our predecessor guru
Srila Ripa Gosvami teaches that devo-
tees should teach the innocent and
avoid the demoniac. So we take “faith-
less” here to mean those who are
clearly antagonistic toward Krsna con-
sciousness. We avoid trying to teach
such persons, because they will offend
Krsna. Innocent persons, on the other
hand, can hear without offense, even if
their faith has not yet been awakened.

We should try to concentrate when
we chant Hare Krsna. It seems devotees
are just trying to encourage you by say-
ing, “Don’t worry about it too much.
We all have a hard time concentrating.
Just do your best.”

Good Passion

I’'m writing in reference to Dhira Go-
vinda Dasa’s maha-mantra experiment,
where chanters showed increased quali-
ties in the mode of goodness. As chil-
dren of Krsna, it is natural to live every
moment in goodness. Yet to live with
passion and to be passionate should not
be misunderstood. Passion is actually a
driving force for our existence. Our de-
sires and goals are driven by our inner
passion to succeed—whether spiritually,
emotionally, mentally, physically, social-
ly, politically, academically, or finan-
cially. We should be passionate and
eager about developing and perfecting
the above spheres of our life to the
highest degree possible.

Unesh Kallideen

Ladysmith, South Africa

OUR REPLY: The philosophy of Krsna
consciousness promotes simple living
and high thinking. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam tells us to earn only
enough to live comfortably and consi-

| ders a person who takes more than he
needs a thief.

“Passion,” as it refers to one of the
modes of nature, generally includes the
strong desire for sense gratification.
You may intend the word to mean
simply ardent endeavor. But Lord
Krsna tells us in the Gita that focusing
our energy on spiritual perfection is
best. Other things will come of their
own accord. We should, of course,
perform all our duties the best we can,
but we should avoid the feverish
pursuit of material goals. €2

Please write us at: BTG, PO. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32616, USA. Or: BTG, 33
Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. Phone: (022) 618-1718. E-mail:
editors@pamho.net

CORRECTIONS

e On the “Letters” page in the Janu-
ary/February issue, under the heading
“Paying for Mayapur,” there are some
errors in the reply.

Srila Prabhupada’s will says noth-
ing about funding the Mayapur tem-
ple and nothing about royalties from
books. The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
funds the building and renovating of
temples because that is one of its func-
tions, as stated in the documents by
which Srila Prabhupada founded the
Trust. Funds for temple renovation and
construction have little to do with
royalties; the BBT allots a percentage
of its income for this purpose.

e The photos in the Dvaraka article

(March/April) credited to Maha-Visnu

Dasa were taken by Ramanuja Dasa of

ISKCON Jaipur.

e The cover painting for the March/

April issue was done by Ramanatha

Dasa, not Ramadasa Abhirama Dasa.

e In the article “What Exactly is

| “Vedic’?” (March/April), the chart list-
ing the divisions of the Vedic litera-
ture mistakenly puts the tamasic
Puranas in the rajasic category, and

| vice versa.

What [s the
Hare Krsna (Tlovement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on in the mod-
ern world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
millenniums ago. The Gita and the
other Vedic scriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chant-
ing of the names of God, especially
as found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce short alike the win but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade, longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
theriinrim, and ¢ like the chin chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh,
and dh as in staunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce s and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual llames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servanl.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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THE POWER
OF KRSNA’S NAME

Chanting the Lord’s name purifies our polluted
consciousness, the source of all our problems.

A lecture given in Montreal, Canada, on June 15, 1968

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

ADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
this Krsna consciousness
movement is meant for re-
viving our original consciousness.
At present, owing to our long as-
sociation with matter, our con-
sciousness has become contami-
nated, just as rain water becomes
contaminated when it falls from
a cloud. Originally the water is
pure, distilled, but as soon as it
falls onto the earth, it becomes mixed with
many dirty things. Similarly, originally, as
spirit soul, our consciousness is uncontami-
nated, but because of our present association
with matter, our consciousness is contami-
nated. Therefore we have so many varieties
of consciousness.

Disagreements between one person and
another are due to contaminated conscious-
ness. I think some way; you think otherwise.
Therefore we do not agree. But originally,
your consciousness and my consciousness
were one. And what is that “one”? That
pure consciousness is to think, “God is great,
and I am His eternal servant.” That is pure
consciousness.

As soon as we want to imitate God or ar-
tificially become one with God, the contami-

nation begins. A Bengali verse
states,

krsna-bahirmukha haiia bhoga-
vancha kare

nikata-stha maya tare japatiya
dhare

“When an individual soul for-
gets his eternal relationship with
God and tries to lord it over the
material nature, that forgetful
condition is called maya, or illusion.” So at
present, especially in this age, forgetfulness
of our eternal relationship with God is very
strong. But by chanting the transcendental
sound Hare Krsna, the first result is that our
heart or mind becomes cleansed of all dirty
things. This is not a theoretical proposition; it
is a fact.

Chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra is
not difficult. Although it is in the Sanskrit lan-
guage, everyone can chant it. In this meeting
we began to chant, and you joined with us.
All my students are Americans. None of them
are Indians, but still they have learned the
mantra very nicely. That is not difficult. And
there is no cost.

So what is Hare Krsna? Hare means the
energy of the Lord, and Krsna means the
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Actually we are not the body.
If we chant the Hare Krsna mantra,
we can understand what we are.

Supreme Personality of Godhead. So
it is a prayer. There are only three
words—Hare, Krsna, and Rama—
arranged as sixteen words: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. We request you to take up
these three words: Hare, Krsna, Rama.
Anyone can learn the mantra by heart
and chant it. It is universal.

If you think, “Oh, Krsna is the name
of a Hindu god”—if you have any
objection—then you need not chant
Krsna, but you must have a name for
God. The Muslims call God Allah,
the Jews call Him Jehovah. That does
not matter. Lord Caitanya says that
there are millions and billions of names
of God. If you think that the name
Krsna is not very suitable, you can
accept any name. That doesn’t matter.
Our proposal is that you chant God’s
name.

Is it very difficult? It is not at all dif-
ficult. Lord Caitanya said that there are
innumerable names of God according
to different languages, different coun-
tries, different societies. And each of
the names has the potency of God
Himself. God is Absolute; therefore
there is no difference between His
name and He Himself. In the material
world, the world of duality, there is a
difference between the name water and
the substance water. The name water
is different from the substance water.
If you are thirsty and you simply chant,
“Water, water, water, water,” your
thirst will not be quenched. You re-
quire the substance water. That is the
nature of matter. But spiritually, the
name Krsna or the name Allah or
the name Jehovah is as good as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

You may ask why we specifically
chant Hare Krsna. This name was
chanted by Lord Caitanya, who intro-
duced this movement five hundred
years ago in India. We are following
the footprints of Lord Caitanya. Be-

cause He chanted Hare Krsna, we
chant Hare Krsna. But Lord Caitanya
recommended that any one of God’s
innumerable names can be chanted.

There are no hard and fast rules for
chanting. It is not that for chanting you
have to prepare yourself or educate
yourself or adjust yourself. No. We
began to chant, and you were not pre-
pared, but you joined us—you clapped
with us, you danced with us. There are
no rules or regulations. You simply
chant. It is very easy. While walking
you can chant whatever name you like.
We like Krsna. We chant always Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. While walking on
the street, while going on the bus, even
while working with your hands, you
can chant. There is no loss on your part,
there is no expense on your part, but
the gain is very great. Why don’t you
try it? That is our request.

THE BENEFIT
OF CHANTING

The benefit will be that gradually
you will understand what you are. The
whole modern civilization is going on
under the wrong impression that “I am
this body.” In Srimad-Bhagavatam it
is said, “One who goes on in the con-
cept of the body as the self is no better
than an ass or a cow.” Actually we are
not the body. If we chant the Hare
Krsna mantra, we can understand
what we are.

As soon as [ understand that I am
not the body, my activities become dif-
ferent. At present I am acting on the
concept that I am the body. Because
this body was born in a particular place
in a particular country, I say, “I am
American,” or Indian, or Chinese, or
German. And because this body has a
relationship with some woman, I ac-
cept that woman as my wife. There are
hundreds of thousands of women, but
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the woman who has a relationship with
this body is my wife. There are thou-
sands and millions of children, but one
child who has an intimate relation with
this body, I call my son. So if we are
falsely identifying with the body, our
identification with this world is also
false.

Our real identity is, as stated in the
Vedic literature, aham brahmasmi: <1
am Brahman.” That means “I am spirit
soul; I am not matter.”

The misconception that I am the
body has to be removed. Of course, it
is not possible for everyone to under-
stand this, but if even a percentage of
human society can understand, so
many problems will be solved. The so-
lution to so many problems is to un-
derstand ahar brahmasmi: “I am spirit
soul.”

The Bhagavad-gita explains how
the solutions take place. As soon as this
realization is there—ahar brahmasmi
—then other things follow. Brahma-
bhiitah prasannatma: one at once be-
comes cheerful. As long as we are in
the bodily concept of life, we cannot
be cheerful. We are full of anxiety. And
as soon as we understand “I am not this
body; I am spirit soul,” we become
cheerful. There will be no anxiety.

We are full of anxiety because of the
bodily concept of life. Consider a man
with a very costly car. When driving on
the street, he is careful to avoid an ac-
cident that would damage the car. He
is in so much anxiety. But a man walk-
ing on the street has no such anxiety.
Why is the man in the car so anxious?
Because he has identified himself with
the car. If the car is damaged in an ac-
cident, he thinks, “Oh, my car is gone;
I am gone.”

Although he is different from the
car, he thinks like that because of
false identification. Similarly, because
we falsely identify with the body, we
have so many problems. So if we
want to solve the problems of life,




we have to understand what we are.
And unless this question arises in our
mind, then we must consider that
whatever we are doing brings defeat,
because we are doing everything in
false consciousness.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is
said, parabhavas tavad abodha-jatah.
Abodha-jatah refers to one born a fool.
Every one of us is born a fool. Why?
Because from the beginning of life we
think, “I am this body,” although we
are not the body. Therefore, according
to Vedic civilization one has to take a
second birth. One birth is made pos-
sible by the father and mother. That
birth is considered an animal birth.
Janmana jayate sidrah. Everyone by

birth 1s a sudra, or the lowest class of |

person. But samskarad bhaved dvijah:
“By reformation, one becomes twice-
born.” And what is that reformation?
One understands what one is. Then,
veda-pathad bhaved viprah: * After the
second birth, one who tries to under-
stand the spiritual science, the science
of God, is called a vipra.” Vipra means
“quite cognizant.” Finally, brahma
Janatiti brahmanah: “When one under-
stands that he is Brahman, spirit soul,
he becomes a brahmana.”

Perhaps you have heard that in In-
dia the brahmanas are called the top-
most men of the society. Why? Because
they know, “I am Brahman; I am not
matter.”

By understanding Brahman, your
position will be prasanndatma, “joyful.”
Na socati na kanksati: you will never
lament any loss, nor will you hanker
after any so-called gain. Samah sarvesu
bhiitesu: you will see every living en-
tity on the same level. Mad-bhaktim
labhate param: in that stage of realiza-
tion, you can understand God and your
relationship with God.

UNDERSTANDING
OUR IDENTITY

This Krsna consciousness move-
ment is meant for understanding who
we are. The answer, of course, is very
simple. The other day I lectured at a
Sunday school. I called a small boy for-
ward and, pointing to the different
parts of his body, I asked him, “What
is this?” He said, “It is my hand, it is
my head., it is my leg, it is my body, it is

my shirt, it is my . . .” Then I asked
him, “Where are you? You are saying
‘my, my, my,” but where are you?”
Everyone can understand what he
is. If you ask yourself, “Am [ this
hand?” you will say, “No, it is my
hand.” “Am I this leg?” “No, it is my
leg.” “Am I this head?” “No, it is my
head.” Then where are you? You are
the person thinking within, “It is my
hand, it is my head, it is my leg, it is my

shirt, it is my coat.” But have you seen |

that person? You think you have seen
your father, your mother, your son.
But have you seen the real father
within the body of the father? Have
you seen the real son within the body
of the son? No.

Then your whole conception of life
and of the problems of this world is
false. Therefore this movement is re-
quired at the present moment. Cefo-
darpana-marjanam: the chanting of

(please turn to page 56)

- VISIT US ON THE WEB-

www.krsna.com  www.krishna.com

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE

Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna
Bazaar, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

Vou're Invited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special fes-

tival every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. You're
invited to join in the festival of music, dance, and spiritual dis-
course and then share hearty plates of savories, sweets, and veg-
etable extravaganzas. Come by and relish the taste of the world’s
oldest cultural tradition. Call your nearest center to find out the

schedule for the Sunday Feast. (See “Centers,” page 59.)
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by Damodara Dasa

Ddl‘m.l (Ia;k}

IS DIVINE GRACE A. C. Bhakti-

vedanta Swami Pr al;hupada, my

spiritual master, enacted his life’s
from his birth in 1896 to his

‘mg in 1977. I knew him for the last

'S s exemplary pastimes.

y I knew him is going too far. I
watched him. I listened to him. I talked
with him and corresponded with him. I
followed him and obeyed him—and
disobeyed him. I learned from him. I
bowed down before him and prayed to
him. I loved him, and still do. Through
those eleven years, that person [ first
knew as the Swami, then as Swamiji,
then as Srila Prabhupada guided my life.

rst contact with Srila Prabhu-

in April of 1966. I saw a New

s photograph with a long cap-

Swami, pictured sitting, was
giving classes on Bhagavad-gita in a loft
on the Bowery. For the Swami, first and
foremost, God is a person, the caption
stated. The bes
zation, he s
specifically
a congrega UIldl b(.-ll.l]'lg. T]lL. name of
God preferred by the Swami: Krsna.

In July, Swami Bhaktivedanta and his
students moved into a small storefront on
Second Avenue. It wa n blocks
south of my apartme en rode the
bus south to a friend’s place, and it toc
me by 26 Second Avenue, where a sign
above the window bore the name
“Matchless Gifts.” Early one evening the
lights were on. Through the window I
could see a half dozen people sitting on
straw mats with their backs to the street.
Facing them and me, at the far end of the
room, was a golden glow—that’s all I saw
at first. It was the Swami, in yellow cloth.

meant. I would have to stop having
would have to give up all kinds o
These impressions came to me in the
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three or four seconds allowed me by
the fast-moving bus.

During the late summer, the Krsna
conscious people were the subject of
many conversations on the Lower
East Side. Most of the neighborhood
“beats™ kept their distance. I too hesi-
tated to walk through the storefront
door into that other world. Then a
neighborhood avant-garde newspaper,
The East Village Other, published a
long article on Swami Bhaktivedanta
and his disciples. Included was an an-
nouncement that the Krsna people
would hold outdoor gatherings every
Sunday at the park. My wife and I
decided to go the next Sunday.

The day was sunny and mild, and

the park, as usual, was busy with col-
orful bohemians celebrating the
weekend.

The Swami was dressed in a tradi-
tional wrapped cloth. He was sitting
down, batting on a little wooden bongo
drum. The inner circle of adepts in-
cluded several enraptured disciples
dancing at a stately pace around and
around in a circle perhaps ten feet in
diameter. Their arms were raised in
supplication. Around the dancers sat
two dozen or so cross-legged medita-
tors buried deep in the sound of the
mantra they sang. Around them stood
a crowd of a hundred people. They
were a cross-section of the Lower East
Side population: students, Ukrainians,
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Puerto Ricans, bohemians, blue-collar
workers, and kids. Many of the on-
lookers, helped by leaflets passed out
by a disciple, sang along with the
exotic spiritualists at the center. My
life changed at that moment. I was
catapulted into a new world.

The Swami modestly kept himself
out of the spotlight. He allowed the
words and the music of the mantra to
work its sacred effect. Alter a while he
stood to speak. I was too far away to
hear much of what he said. He spoke
with intensity—that was clear. I wanted
to hear more.

I attended the next evening meet-
ing at 26 Second Avenue. Once again,
the chanting, which I learned was




In the late 1960s,
Srila Prabhupada
takes a morning
stroll in Manhattan
(right). Below,
early New York
devotees pose in
front of 26 Second
Avenue. (Damo-
dara Dasa is third
from the right in
the back row.)

Srila Prabhu-
pada at the feet
of Lord Krsna
(above). This
deity, Madana-
Mohana, origi-
nally in New
York, is now
worshiped at
the ISKCON
temple outside
Washington,
D.C. At left,
Srila Prabhu-
pada rides the
New York City
subway.



I had expected a smiling,
light-bearted wizardly fellow. Instead,
the Swami was dead serious.

called kirtana, was deeply fulfilling
to me.

After a kirtana of twenty minutes
or so, the Swami spoke. I had expect-
ed a smiling, light-hearted wizardly
fellow. Instead, the Swami was dead
serious. His lecture concentrated on
the evils of sex, which he railed against
with vigor. During the question-and-
answer period, he employed a quick-
ness of wit and startling perceptive-
ness in his responses. It was plain he
dwelled in a world of mystics and saints

who were completely real to him. No

matter how much grief it caused me, I
was determined to proceed further
along this path. I became a regular at
the storefront.

The experience of being with the
Swami was unsettling. It forced us to
question our assumptions about every
move we made. Yet to be with him was
also the most comforting and reassur-
ing event of our lives. We used to chant
on our beads, speaking the mantra
aloud, in the courtyard right under his
apartment window. Sometimes he
would look out and smile. To be so
close to him was like being at the cen-
ter of the universe. We felt no fear or
anxiety. He was our eternal protector.

PERFECT TEACHER

Do you wonder about his authen-
ticity? One young man attending a
lecture in New York did. He asked
Prabhupada, in a rude, sarcastic tone
of voice, “Can you see God?” The an-
swer came swiftly: *“Yes, but you're in
the way!”

The movements of his hands were
decisive yet supple. In 1966, before the
Society had a treasurer, Prabhupada
kept the meager fund of petty cash in
his little snap-clasped purse. His dis-
ciple Brahmananda asked him for fifty
cents. Prabhupada picked up the purse
with a slow-motion sweep and elevated
it to his eye level with his arms out-
stretched. He deftly unsnapped the

clasp with one hand as his other hand
descended into the purse, thumb and
forefinger together like a bird’s beak,
the other fingers straight out like wings.
Somehow the beak immediately found
a fifty-cent piece. The graceful bird
flew out of the purse holding it as if
it were a golden coin from a king’s
treasure chest and released it into
Brahmananda’s hand.

“This typewriter is not different
from Krsna,” he taught us in his apart-
ment at 26 Second Avenue. He patted
the gray metal machine he was using
to type out his purports to Bhagavad-
gita. Thus we learned one of the cen-
tral principles of Krsna conscious-
ness: matter engaged in the service of
God becomes spiritualized. “When
you place an iron poker in the fire, it
becomes just like fire.”

Among his perfections was his
gentlemanly behavior. In preparation
for his return to New York in 1969,
the devotees worked hard to fix up
his apartment. As Prabhupada climbed
the stairs and saw the rooms through
the open door, he said, “This is my
old home” and melted our hearts. He
knew we wanted him to stay there
and never leave. He couldn’t give us
that, but he gave us his love. At every
moment he won us over again and
again.

If I had not been there with Srila
Prabhupada for days and weeks and
months, my life would be nothing but
dry, tattered scraps. The sound of the
words from his mouth was like a ripe,
delicious mango, and it drove you mad
for more and more. His hands danced,
and the sight of him blessed our eyes
with spiritual vision, for on seeing him
we gazed into the kingdom of God.

That is why I bow down before him

| and offer him songs of praise.@

Damodara Dasa lives with his wife,
Vajresvari Devi Dasi, in Sebastian,
Florida. He works as an electronic me-
dia specialist at the local public library.
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“KrsnaIs the Unifying Agent”

Here we continue an exchange between His Divine Grace | trying to find the Absolute Truth through personal activity,
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and the poet Allen | through reciprocation of loving service. Now, all three of
Ginsberg. It took place on May 12, 1969, in Columbus, Ohio. | these manifestations—impersonal all-pervasiveness, per-
sonal presence in the heart, and active personal reciproca-
Allen Ginsberg: How far beyond special study centers can | tion—are in Krsna. And S‘rimad—Bhagavamm says that it is
a Krsna consciousness movement or any religious move- | the only business of the human being to search out this
ment grow? Because the need is for a large single, unifying | Absolute Truth.
religious movement in America. Now, in the Bhagavatam's second chapter, the Abso-
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So here is Krsna—all-attractive. You | lute Truth is explained, analyzed. Vadanti fat tattva-vidas
now have to find out as much as possible about Him. Of | tattvari yaj jaanam advayam. First, the Absolute Truth
course, you can say, “Why shall I accept Krsna?” You can | must be one entity. The Absolute Truth cannot be two dif-
talk like that. But your first question is about finding the | ferent entities. Two different entities would mean rela-
right unifying agent. So [ say, “Here is Krsna.” tive truths. No, the
Now we can analyze. You may ask, “Why shall we Absolute Truth
accept Krsna?” must be one.
Then I shall reply, “Why shall you not?” Therefore the
First, what do you expect from the Supreme Being or knowledge of
the perfect unifying agent? Everything is there in Krsna. the Absolute
Wealth—Krsna. Beauty—Krsna. Wisdom—Krsna. Truthis one.
Fame—Krsna. Renunciation—Krsna. Strength—Krsna. Vadanti tat
You’'ll find everything in Krsna. Whatever you want tattva-vidas.
you'll find in Krsna. He is the unifying agent, the center. Tattva-vidas
And of that I will convince you. means “those
Krsna is the unifying center, actually. And in the in knowledge
Bhagavad-gita He says, mama vartmanuvartante manus- of the Absolute
yah partha sarvasah: “Everyone is trying to come to Me.” Truth,” and the
Everyone is trying to come to Krsna. Then He adds, ye (please turn
yatha mar prapadyante: “But some are realizing Me to page 58)
not directly but indirectly, through My various
energies. Still, everyone is trying to come to Me.”
We are talking about Krsna as the perfect
unifying agent. Insofar as His unifying power
is concerned, He appeals, in His vari-
ous manifestations, to all varie-
ties of truth seekers. Essentially,
there are three varieties of
truth seekers: mental specu-
lators, meditators or yogis,
and devotees. The mental
speculators are trying to
understand the Absolute
Truth in an impersonal
way, without a personal
form. And the medita-
tors or yogis are trying
to find Krsna within
their heart, through
meditation. Finally,
the devotees are




16 BACK TO GODHEAD » MAY / JUNE 2000



SPIRITUAL PLACES

Alarnath

Abode of Spiritual Longing

This small, remote temple can inspire appreciation
for the highest devotional sentiments.

by Bhakti Vikasa Swami

LTHOUGH ALARNATH is a little
known holy place, 1 had always
been fascinated with the idea of
going there. Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu
would stay at Alarnath during ana-
vasara, the two-week period when
Lord Jagannatha rests in seclusion
before the annual Rathayatra (chari-
ot festival) in Jagannatha Puri. Lord
Caitanya couldn’t bear staying in Puri
without seeing His beloved Lord, and
at Alarnath He would reveal the high-
est spiritual emotions, pining in ecstatic
separation.

I'm traveling with a group of five
others to Bentpur, the village near the
Alarnath temple, seventeen kilome-
ters west of Puri and about five kilo-
meters inland. To reach Alarnath, Lord
Caitanya would walk along the beach,
but today most pilgrims take a bus.

We're traveling by jeep, and the ride
along the flat, winding road gives us
beautiful views of agricultural fields
and large coconut-palm forests. The

NOTE: Some of the information for this
article was taken from Sri Krsna-kathampta,
published by ISKCON Bhubaneswar/
Gopal Jiu Publications.

Dhruva Maharaja Dasa

Above: The temple of Lord Alarnath, where Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu would go
when unable to see Lord Jagannatha in Puri. At left: Lord Alarnath, decorated
with sandalwood paste for the annual festival known as Candana Yatra.
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The author and two members of his
party walk to the temple pond (right).
Below, the deity known as Sad-bhuja
is the combined form of Caitanya,
Rama, and Krsna. In front of the deity
is a stone that bears the impression of
Lord Caitanya’s body.

Vo

z_lf

rich land of the coastal plain supports |
many people, and we pass quite a few
villages during the one-hour ride. It’s |
seven in the morning, and people are
rising to bathe in ponds and rivers, as
they have for thousands of years.
Along the way we see many palan-
quins that house deities from area vil-
lages. The deities are on their way to
Bentpur for an annual festival that
brings together deities of each of the
five Pandava brothers, the pure devo-
tees of Lord Krsna whose lives are
central to the epic Mahabharata. Ac-
cording to local tradition, anyone who
sees all five deities in one day attains
liberation. Because the deities’ temples
sit some distance from one another,
visiting them all in one day is impos-
sible. In former times a king once tried
on horseback but failed. Now once a
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year the five deities gather at Bentpur
and pilgrims come from all over the
area with deities from their villages.
More than a hundred deities—Radha-
Krsna, Siva, other devas—will be ar-
riving for this year’s festival, to be held
Lomorrow.

We arrive in Bentpur in a typical
Indian bazaar with blaring cinema
music. It’s a small village with a few
hundred houses. Although it’s still
early, merchants are opening their
small shops and kiosks to sell their
produce, grain, spices, cloth, hardware,
stainless-steel pots and pans—just
about anything you’d need.

THE ALARNATH TEMPLE

We walk a hundred yards or so

to the Alarnath temple and find our- |
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selves in a peaceful, serene setting
amid palm trees moving gently in the
breeze. We imagine what the place
must have been like when Sri Cai-

tanya Maha-prabhu stayed here five
hundred years ago (a blessed time
without loud-speakers).

As with the Jagannatha temple in
Puri, Westerners are not allowed in-
side for an audience with Lord Alar-
nath. Because it’s a fairly small temple,
we can see the deity from outside, al-
though not clearly. Lord Alarnath is
a four-armed Visnu deity. At His feet
kneels Garuda, His eagle-carrier,
hands folded in prayer. The Lord’s con-
sorts Stiand Bhii also accompany Him.
The temple also contains small Dei-
ties of Lord Krsna’s queens Rukmini
and Satyabhama. Bas reliefs of Lord
Brahma and Lord Siva grace the ceil-
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Lord Alarnath: Four Airms or Tuso?

-&

Sri Radha finds Lord Krsna disguised as Lord
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WHEN LORD CAITANYA would come before
Lord Alarnath, He would see Him not as Visnu,
or Narayana, but as Krsna, playing a flute. There-
fore devotees in the line of Lord Caitanya con-
sider Lord Alarnath to be two-armed Krsna.

Sri Caitanya’s ecstasy of seeing Lord Alarnath
in this way has its parallel in a pastime of Radha-
Krsna. Once, when Lord Krsna was enjoying with

Radha and the other gopis (cowherd girls) in

Left: Lord
Nrsimhadeva, one
of the sculptures
placed in the
temple’s outer walls
under the direction
of Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura.

ing of one of the halls leading up to the
main chamber.

The temple also holds a deity of
Lord Caitanya known as Sad-bhuja,
or “Six-armed,” signifying Lord Cai-
tanya’s identity with both Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. A stone slab in front
of the deity bears impressions from
Lord Caitanya’s body. When Lord Cai-
tanya first lay in full obeisance before
Lord Alarnath, the stone beneath Lord

Vrndavana, He playfully hid from them. When
the gopis, without Radha, found Him, He dis-
guised Himself by displaying His four-armed
form. The gopis didn’t recognize Him and kept
searching. But when Radha found Him, He
couldn’t hide from Her intense love and resumed
His all-attractive two-armed form as flute-playing
Krsna, the only object of Radha’s pure devotion.

Caitanya melted from His ecstatic
touch.

The government of Orissa manages
the temple, and brahmanas from about
fifty families take turns serving the dei-
ties. Each family specializes in one as-
pect of the deity service, the tradition
passing from generation to generation.
Some families cook for the deities,
while others offer the deities their
meals, worship them, decorate them

2
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Dhruva Maharaja Dasa

In 1996 [ISKCON Bhubaneswar did some

renovations on the Alarnath temple and built a
large hall (above), a new kitchen, a small temple
for Lord Siva (the protector of the holy site),
and a welcome gate on the main road.
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The author
holds a sword
that once
belonged to
Ramananda
Raya (left).
Opposite page,
(top), deities
attend the annu-
al festival in
Bentpur. Below,
these govern-
ment manu-
scripts date from
the time of
Ramananda
Raya, about five
hundred years
ago.




Dhruva Maharaja Dasa

v

'ONCE, A BRAHMANA named Sri Ketana, whose ser-
vice was to offer food to Lord Alarnath, had to go out
to beg provisions for the Lord. He gave his young son
Madhu the responsibility for making offerings in his
absence, instructing Madhu to place the Lord’s meals
before Him and pray to the Lord to accept them.
When the time came to make the first offering, me
Madhu brought the food to the Lord and prayed, “O
my dear Lord, please accept this offering. I'm just a
boy and don’t know how to offer it properly.”
Madhu then went out to play with his friends.
When he returned, he saw that all the food was still

on the plate.

“O my Lord,” he said,
“why haven’t you eaten? If
my father hears of this, he’ll
be angry with me. Please
eat.”

Madhu left, only to re-
turn and find the food still
on the plate. With tears in
his eyes, he again begged
the Lord to eat.

When Madhu returned
the third time, the Lord’s
plate was empty.

Madhu happily carried
the empty plate to his
mother.

“Where is the prasa-
dam?” she asked.

“Lord Alarnath ate

everything!” Madhu replied.

For three days Madhu
and his family fasted
because whenever Madhu
offered the Lord His meal,

and so on. The temple owns about sixty
acres of land, some used for the dei-
ties and some for their servants.

Near the Alarnath temple is the
Brahma Gaudiya Math, established
by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura in 1926. The temple houses
deities of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
Radha-Krsna (Gopi-Gopinatha), and
a small Lord Alarnath. A priest of
the Alarnath temple had found the
small deity during excavation and had
installed Him in the temple. One night
the deity appeared to the head priest
in a dream and told him that He
wanted to be worshiped by Bhakti-

The Lord Eats to Please a (hild

dam?”

a1

stone deity.”

He ate everything.

When Sri Ketana returned and heard of the situ-
ation, he scolded his son.

“What have you done with Lord Alarnath’s prasa-

siddhénta Sarasvati. The next day the
priest presented the deity to Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta, who happened to be
staying at the Gaudiya Math temple.
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta, who was
born in Puri, loved Alarnath. He said
that the place is the same as Vrnda-

| vana and that the small lake there—

on whose banks Lord Caitanya would
rest—is the same as Radha-kunda,
the most sacred of lakes. In 1929 Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta arranged renovation
of the Alarnath temple and construc-
tion of a boundary wall. It is said that
he was so eager to see the work com-
pleted that he would roll cigarettes for

“He ate it, father. I offered it just like you taught
“He can't eat,” Sri Ketana replied. “He’s just a
Sri Ketana decided to see what was going on, so he

hid behind a pillar while his son made an offering to
the Lord. After Madhu had left, Sri Ketana saw the

Lord reach down and pick up a bowl of sweetrice. Sri

Ketana jumped from behind
the pillar and caught hold

of the Lord’s arm, spilling
hot sweetrice on the Lord’s
body.

“Stop!” Sri Ketana yelled.
“What are You doing? Who
ever heard of a deity eating?
If You eat everything, how
will we live?”

Lord Alarnath replied,
“O materialist in the guise
of a brahmana, 1 never
accept offerings from a faith-
less person like you, devoid
of devotion. I accepted the
offerings of Madhu because
he offered them with simpli-
city and love.”

Today, the priests of Lord
Alarnath point out several
scars on the Lord’s body
where He was scalded by the
sweetrice,

BIPUBSYa[Y UnyEys Aq Funured
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the workers to keep them on the job.
He also placed sculptures of Vamana,
Nrsimha, and Varaha (three incarna-
tions of Lord Krsna) in alcoves in the
temple’s outer walls.

RAMANANDA RAYA’S HOME

After visiting the Alarnath temple
and the Brahma Gaudiya Math, we go
to the other end of Bentpur village to
the birthplace of Ramananda Raya,
one of Lord Caitanya’s chief associates.
We meet Mr. P. K. Pattnaik, a descen-
dant of Gopinatha Pattnaik, a brother

Lord of the fAllvars

A bas relief on Bentpur's main gate, erected by
ISKCON, shows Brahma worshiping Narayana.

ACCORDING TO LOCAL tradition, the history of
Alarnath goes back millions of years. Here in
Satya-yuga, the first of the four great ages, Lord
Narayana spoke to Lord Brahma from the sky,
describing in detail the form of a deity Brahma

should carve and worship.

“Because you have worshiped Me here,” Lord
Narayana said, “This place will be known as

Brahmagiri [‘Brahma’s Hill’].”

Much later, Brahmagiri became known as Alar-
nath. The present temple was built about eleven
hundred years ago, and some brahmanas from
South India performed the worship.
were in the disciplic line of the great spiritual
teachers known as the Alvars, the deity became
known as Alvarnatha (“Lord of the Alvars™),
which in time became Alarnath. Today, the place
is also commonly known as Brahmagiri.
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of Ramananda Raya. Mr. Pattnaik and
his family show us a ceremonial sword
that belonged to Ramananda (a gov-
ernor) and old government documents
written on palm leaves.

Across a dirt path from the Patt-
naik’s home is a temple of Ramananda
Raya and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
depicting their meeting on the bank of
the Godavari River.

AN IMPORTANT SITE

Alarnath is not a big or famous holy
place and probably never will be. Yet

Area resi-
dents bring
their deities

(right and

below) to the
annual
festival that
unites the
Pandava
brothers.
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I aspire
to see, in the company of loving devo-
tees, all the places visited by Lord Cai-

And Srila Prabhupada writes,
“A devotee should make a point of vis-
iting all the places where Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu performed His pastimes.
Indeed, pure devotees of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu even want to see the
places He simply v mlted for onlv hours

place where Lord Caitanya hlg
ery year, exhibiting the most intense
mood of separation from His belo
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ord Caitanya’s
Teachings to
upa Gosvami

Lord Caitanya clarifies, among other things,
the origin and evolution of the species.

by Mathuresa Dasa

As related in the last issue, Rupa Gosvami and his brother Sanatana Gosvami have
resigned their ministerial posts in the Muslim government of sixteenth-century Ben-
gal, having decided to dedicate their lives to Sri Caitanya Mahdaprabhu’s mission.
Now we follow Riapa Gosvami as he travels to meet Lord Caitanya in Allahabad
and then learns from Him the science of Krsna consciousness.

FTER GIVING AWAY HIS FORTUNE at Bakla Chandradvipa in the district
of Yashohara, Bengal, where he and his brothers had grown up, Rapa Go-
svami sent two messengers to Jagannatha Puri to find out when Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu planned to leave for Vrndavana. By the time the messengers returned
to inform Ruipa that the Lord had already started for Vrndavana through the forest of
Madhya Pradesh, Riipa’s older brother Sanatana had been imprisoned by the Nawab
(governor). Rupa sent Sanatana a letter, informing him of Lord Caitanya’s where-
abouts and encouraging him to buy his release with ten thousand gold coins on de-
posit with a local business. Riipa wrote that he was leaving with their younger brother,

Anupama, to join Lord Caitanya.
“You must also somehow or other get released and come meet us in Vrndavana,”

he urged Sanatana.

Vrndavana is in north central India, about one hundred miles south of modern
Delhi. Both Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Riipa Gosvami were traveling on foot

A A e L et A
Painting by Puskara Dasa
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from the eastern side of the
Indian subcontinent, Lord
Caitanya from Puri on the
Bay of Bengal, Riupa Go-
svami from an area of Bengal
that today is about a day’s
drive northeast of Puri. Lord
Caitanya, setting out with
one assistant in early autumn
of the year 1513, had a head
start. Leaving late at night
to escape notice, the Lord
avoided the better-known
public roads, passed just to
the south of present-day Cut-
tack, and entered on a forest
path. After much traveling,
He stopped briefly at Vara-
nasi on the bank of the Gan-
ges, then moved on to Pra-
yaga, near Allahabad, and
finally reached Vrndavana.
After Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s Vrndavana sojourn,
when He returned to Prayaga
in February of 1514, Rupa and
Anupama, having followed
the path of the Ganges from
Bengal, caught up with the
Lord. When Ripa and Anu-
pama arrived, Lord Caitanya
was on His way to visit Pra-
yaga’s temple of Bindu Mad-
hava, followed by many hun-
dreds and thousands of peo-
ple eager to meet Him. As the
Lord proceeded, loudly chant-
ing Hare Krsna and dancing,
the people following Him
joyously laughed, danced, and
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chanted along with Him,
creating an ecstatic uproar.

The brothers watched the
wonderful scene from an un-
crowded place and later went to meet |
the Lord at the home of a brahmana.
Seeing Ripa and Anupama bowing |
down to Him at a distance, Lord Cai-
tanya welcomed and embraced them.
The brothers offered many prayers
to the Lord, culminating with, “O
most munificent incarnation! You are |
Krsna Himself appearing as Sri Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. You have as-
sumed the golden color of Srimati
Radharani, and You are widely distrib-
uting pure love of Krsna. We offer our
respectful obeisances unto You.”

As Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahapra-

Ritpa Gosvami and his younger brother Anupama
meet Lord Caitanya at Prayaga (Allahabad).

bhu, Krsna adopts the mood of His
greatest devotee, Srimati Radharani,
to understand and relish Her feel-
ings towards Him and to teach by His
own example the exalted position of
devotional service.

Eager to learn from the Lord, Riipa
Gosvami followed Him and stayed
with Him wherever He moved around

Prayaga. To avoid crowds, Sri Caitanya |

Mahaprabhu went to Dashashvame-
dha Ghat on the bank of the Ganges
and there for ten days instructed Ripa
Gosvami on the science of devotional
service.
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LIFE IS EVERYWHERE

“My dear Ripa, the science of de-
votional service to Krsna is like a great
ocean of nectar,” Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu began. “It is impossible to show
you this entire ocean, but to give you
an idea of its length and breadth, T will
try to describe just one drop.”

The universe, Lord Caitanya in-
formed Rapa Gosvami, is filled with
countless living beings in 8,400,000
species of life. The Visnu Purana con-
firms the Lord’s statement, elaborating
that there are 900,000 species of aquat-



If we were one with God in all respects,
there would be no question of our being encaged
as we are in the material elements.

ics, 2,000,000 species of plants and
trees, 1,100,000 species of insects and
reptiles, 1,000,000 species of birds,
3,000,000 species of four-legged ani-
mals, and 400,000 species of human
beings. These 8,400,000 species are not
all present on the earth but are spread
throughout the universe, as every
planet is inhabited. As on this planet
living creatures have bodies adapted to
living on land or in the water, in tropi-
cal heat or in arctic cold, so all over the
universe the bodies of the living enti-
ties are suitable for the planets on
which they reside.

According to the Bhagavad-gita,
five categories of material elements
make up the universe: earth, water, fire,
air, and ether (or space). Since we find
living entities all over this planet, in all
kinds of elements, there is no logic to
denying the statement of the Vedic lit-
erature that living entities live on all
planets in the universe, whatever the
arrangements of the elements on a par-
ticular planet. We human beings on
earth are like a colony of ants occupy-
ing one tiny point on a vast continent.
We possess little capacity to under-
stand on our own the extent of life in
the universe. We have to take assis-
tance from the Lord and the Vedic
texts to learn that what may look to
us like barren space is in truth a uni-
verse teeming with varieties of life,
both human and nonhuman.

Our bodies may not survive else-
where in the universe, but other bod-
ies do, and in any case the living entity
is only the proprietor of a particular
body, not the body itself. The living
entity is an indestructible individual
particle of spirit seated in the body as
driver of the bodily machine.

“The size of the living entity is one
ten-thousandth the size of the tip of a
hair,” Lord Caitanya continued. The
Lord quoted a commentary on Srimad-
Bhagavatam: “1f we divide the tip of a
hair into a hundred parts and then take

one of these parts and divide it again
into a hundred parts, that very fine
particle is the size of but one of the
numberless living entities. They are
particles of spirit, not matter.”

As the sun spreads its light through-
out the sky, so the minute living entity
spreads its consciousness throughout
a particular body. In the Bhagavad-gita
Lord Krsna states that the numberless
living entities within the universe are
eternally fragments of Him. He is the
supreme, all-pervading spirit, and we
are all tiny particles of spirit, in qual-
ity one with Him. If we were one with
God in all respects—if we were all-
pervading and all-powerful—there
would be no question of our being
caged as we are in the material ele-
ments, forced to do battle against ma-
terial nature. When we give up trying
to be lord of the universe and submit
ourselves as servants of the Supreme
Lord, material nature begins to release
us from the hard struggle for existence
and we become happy.

EVOLUTION
Or CONSCIOUSNESS

In the 8,000,000 species of life be-
low the human species there is an evo-
lution not of bodies or of species, as
the Darwinians say, but of the con-
sciousness of the minute particles of
spirit. At the creation of the universe,
Krsna creates all 8,400,000 species to
accommodate 8,400,000 varieties of
desires and qualifications of the minute
spiritual sparks who want to imitate
Him as Lord. From the species of
plants and trees where consciousness
is very covered and dim, up through
the millions of species of birds and
quadrupeds, material nature automati-
cally promotes us as we transmigrate
from one body to another, one planet
to another, in the cycle of repeated
birth and death. Consciousness grad-
ually emerges from the covering of

matter, until upon reaching the hu-
man form of life we have the capacity
to question our existence: Who am
I? Why am I suffering? What is this
universe? What is life?

This inquisitive human being is only

| atiny portion of the universal popula-

tion. Lord Caitanya explained to Ripa
Gosvami that the population can be
divided in two: those that can move and
those that cannot. Trees and plants are
nonmoving living entities, while aquat-
1cs, birds, and animals move in the wa-
ter, in the air, and on land. Among the
millions and trillions of living beings
moving on land, human beings are a
numerically minuscule section. Then in
this small human community, most
members are completely ignorant of
spiritual life and have no faith in the
existence of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Among those few who do
have faith in God and the scriptures,
at least half give only lip service while
engaging in all kinds of activities
against religious principles, or even
against basic moral standards. The ac-
tivities of the faithless and the lip serv-
ers eventually degrade to the point
where they fully resemble the activi-
ties of animals or worse, and these liv-
ing entities, their consciousness again
covered by their own will, descend
again to the lower species in their next
lives to start over in the evolutionary
cycle.

Above the lip servers, among the
sincere followers of religious princi-
ples, most people aspire to profit from
the business of piety. These people are
called fruitive workers, because they
want to enjoy the results, or fruits, of
their good work. They want something
back for their devotion: wealth, fame,
a comfortable life for themselves and
for those they love, either here or in
heaven. Out of millions of fruitive
workers one is wise enough to see that
no matter how rich the results of our

(please turn to page 56)
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Holding
Fast

f Stress

The practices of Krsna consciousness

do not exempt us from the turbulence

of the material world, but they can surely
help us get through it.

by Satsvar_ﬁpa Dasa Goswami

stress. We often feel stress because of change, and change

comes under the larger headings of fate and time, and of
Krsna’s will. How does a devotee of Krsna handle the stress of
feeling his life suddenly subject to upheaval?

A devotee turns to the scriptures for shelter. The Bkagavad—
gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam are full of advice about how to
think and act in times of difficulty, and they are also filled with
descriptions of the inevitability of change in the material world.

In the second chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna speaks a
series of verses to answer Arjuna’s question about the nature
of the transcendentalist. I remember reading in Gandhi’s
autobiography that he used to read daily that particular section
(from verse 2.55 to the end of the chapter). The instructions
contained in those verses are universally applicable for those
wishing to stay fixed in transcendence while living in the
material world.

Verse 2.57 is particularly relevant: “In the material world,
one who is unaffected by whatever good or evil he may obtain,

T HERE IS A LOT of talk these days about how to relieve

Showing an example of spiritual perserverence in hard times,
Sukhananda Dasa chants Hare Krsna on his beads in war-torn
Grozny, Chechnya.
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Whatever faith we have invested in matter
we should invest in Krsna so that we can develop
the ability to turn to Krsna always.

neither praising it nor despising it, is
firmly fixed in perfect knowledge.”

Srila Prabhupada’s purport begins,
“There is always some upheaval in the
material world which may be good or
evil.” This is a classic statement by Srila
Prabhupada. I have had this line re-
verberating in my mind ever since I
first read it, and it seemed to address
my life at different times when there
were upheavals. Upheavals can be any-
thing from government collapse to
tidal waves and earthquakes to losing
our job or our particular service to
Lord Krsna. Here Srila Prabhupada
calls such unfortunate occurrences
“normal.”

Prabhupada told us, “Don’t expect
smooth sailing in this world.” He
meant that being devotees of Krsna
doesn’t protect us from rough seas.
Arjuna certainly didn’t enjoy smooth
sailing as he fought against friends and
family in the Battle of Kuruksetra.
Krsna’s only promise was that He had
already accomplished what He wanted
Arjuna to do; Arjuna should act as His
instrument, and Krsna would stand
before him on the chariot.

Srila Prabhupada continues: “One
who is not agitated by such material
upheavals, who is unaffected by good
and evil, is to be understood to be fixed
in Krsna consciousness.”

There it is, how we should respond
to inevitable change: When, after years
of peace, we or someone we know is
suddenly afflicted with disease or loss
of income or some other drastic
change, we should remain unaffected.

“As long as one is in the material
world there is always the possibility of
good and evil because this world is
full of duality. But one who is fixed in
Krsna consciousness is not affected by
good and evil, because he is simply con-
cerned with Krsna, who is all-good ab-
solute. Such consciousness situates one
in a perfect transcendental position,
called, technically, samadhi.”

Krsna is the anchor in any storm.
He will never change. Therefore, if we
are fixed on Krsna, then we will remain
fixed in the face of any calamity. Oth-
erwise, if our attachment and fixity are
on matter, and our faith was based on
the idea that matter won’t change in
our particular situation, then when our
small world dissolves and our plans go
spinning off into meaninglessness, our
complete sense of identity will also spin
off. A devotee is fixed on Krsna, not
on matter. And Krsna doesn’t change.

Of course, saving ourselves from
unnecessary stress is not the main rea-
son to become Krsna conscious, but a
rewarding dividend of practicing devo-
tional service is to be able to hold on
to the one trustworthy person, and to
a realized sense of identity. Thus what-
ever faith we have invested in matter
we should invest in Krsna so that we
can develop the ability to turn to Krsna

always, and to live in remembrance
of Him. Krsna finishes His answer to |

Arjuna’s question by saying, “This is
the way of the spiritual and godly life,
after attaining which a man is not be-
wildered. If one is thus situated even
at the hour of death, one can enter into
the kingdom of God.” (2.72)

STICKING TO
OUR PRACTICES

It’s a shame, therefore, that we see
devotees undergoing change who give
up their sadhana, their daily spiritual
practices. Often the stress doesn’t have
to be so calamitous. It can simply be a
new, more hectic schedule or a tempo-
rary illness. In one sense, it’s not so un-

usual to neglect sadhana at such times |

because sadhana is based on regula-
tion. When regulation is disturbed,
sadhana seems more difficult to per-
form. Still, it’s a shame. Krsna is the
anchor in our lives. If during a storm
we let go of our anchor, what shelter

| dowe have? Of course, it’s not that we
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really let go of Krsna, but we abandon
our method of connecting with Him.
When things change, we suddenly give
up the shelter we need most.

Perhaps we each need to examine
whether giving up sadhana, or even
reducing sadhana, is really required.
Another way to see our lives is to say,
“If I do anything during this difficult
time, let it be chanting Hare Krsna.”
Everything else can come after. Chant-
ing is not a luxury for a devotee; nei-
ther is hearing about Krsna. Hearing
and chanting are how we sustain our
spiritual lives.

THE GREATEST GAIN

Since Srila Prabhupada mentioned
samadhi, let’s examine another refer-
ence to that state. In the sixth chapter
of the Bhagavad-gita (6.20-23), Krsna
explains:

In the stage of perfection called
trance, or samadhi, one’s mind is
completely restrained from material
mental activities by practice of yoga.
This perfection is characterized by
one’s ability to see the self by the
pure mind and to relish and rejoice
in the self. In that joyous state, one
is situated in boundless transcen-
dental happiness, realized through
transcendental senses. Established
thus, one never departs from the
truth, and upon gaining this he thinks
there is no greater gain. Being situ-
ated in such a position, one is never
shaken, even in the midst of great-
est difficulty. This indeed is actual
freedom from all miseries arising
from material contact.

Samadhiis the greatest gain because
it rests on the real happiness of the self
living in the truth of Krsna conscious-
ness. Having attained samadhi, a per-
son is not shaken by difficulty. In the
last paragraph of his purport, Prabhu-
pada writes, “As long as the material
body exists, one has to meet the de-



mands of the body. . . . But a person
who is in pure bhakti-yoga . . . does not
arouse the senses while meeting the
demands of the body. Rather, he ac-
cepts the bare necessities of life, mak-
ing the best use of a bad bargain, and
enjoys transcendental happiness in
Krsna consciousness. He is callous to-
ward incidental occurrences—such as
accidents, disease, scarcity, and even
the death of a most dear relative—but
he is always alert to execute his duties
in Krsna consciousness.”

Our sadhana is not a selfish act. I
remember that when I was in charge
of ISKCON?s first temple in Boston, I
sometimes had to counsel devotees
who had had some calamity in their
families. I often referred to this pur-
port. A relative’s death is not a signal
that we should abandon our spiritual
lives. Our obligation is different.
Prabhupada says that a devotee is cal-
lous toward incidental occurrences,
and he lists all the typical sources of
misery—accidents, disease, scarcity,
and the death of a relative. “He en-
dures all such incidental occurrences
because he knows that they come and
go and do not affect his duties. In this
way he achieves the highest perfection
in yoga practice.”

Callous means tough. We should be |

tough, not shaken by every whimsical
wind passing through the material
world. Our hearts should not feel
tugged at by every grief and happiness.

Matter changes; that is its nature. A |

transcendentalist does not become
affected by it.

How do we come to the platform of
samadhi? It takes knowledge. Prabhu-
pada has made that knowledge acces-
sible to us in his books. Here he states
that not only do we need knowledge,
we need to stay fixed in our duty. That
is the key. If we are fixed in Krsna con-
sciousness, then we will stick to our
Krsna conscious duty.

Devotees may then ask, “What
about when our duty changes because
of some upheaval in the material
world?”

Then we may have to examine what
really constitutes our duty. The basis
of our duty is our sadhana and the un-

*No meat-eating, illicit sex, intoxication, or
gambling.

derstanding that we are the eternal
servant of Krsna. We tend to allow our-
selves to identify with what has become
the status quo for us, the work for
which we are often appreciated. We
think of ourselves as writers or man-
agers or cooks or mothers. Krsna may,
at any time, change that designation,
however. Therefore, we must see our
ultimate duty as taking shelter of the
holy names and following the four
regulative principles* according to our
vows, and we should embrace this duty
no matter in what condition of life we
find ourselves. We must also regularly
hear about Krsna. These activities con-

hearing the voice of God as He pre-
sents it in scripture, we can develop the
understanding and steadiness required.

NOT EMOTIONLESS

Of course, we are not stone, and
we have not achieved samadhi. We
will feel emotion about the things hap-
pening around us. I have felt assured
that Krspa did not condemn Arjuna
for crying or shaking before the bat-
tle, nor for his fears or attachments.
Rather, Krsna condemned Arjuna for
not acting on His order despite those
obstacles. To grieve and feel afraid

Elements of Sadhana

BECAUSE WE HAVE turned
away from Krsna, the material
ENergy now covers our original
consciousness, or Krsna con-
sciousness. Purifying our con-
sciousness of lifetimes of conta-
mination takes time and practice.
Therefore, Srila Prabhupada set
up a program of spiritual prac-

tices for those under his guidance.

In summary, Prabhupada
instructed his followers to rise
early (ideally, before 4:00 A.M.);
to worship the spiritual master,
the deities (at home or in the
temple), and Tulasi Devi (Krsna’s
devotee in the form of a sacred
bush); to chant the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra on beads at least a

stitute a devotee’s unchanging duty. If
our service to Krsna is changed, we can
take up a new service. After all, we are
servants. Such dutifulness will provide
real shelter. It is a tangible way in which
to connect with Krsna.

The upheavals: scarcity (of money
or food); disease (which comes in so
many varieties); accidents (to the body,
to our property); and death. A devo-
tee continues to do his service.

Ultimately, Krsna is behind what-
ever changes take place in this world.
We can remember that and quicken
our philosophical perception of life by

set number of times daily (16
rounds, or 1,728 mantras, for
initiated devotees); to read and
attend classes daily on Srimad-
Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita;
and to eat only prasadam (food
prepared for and offered to
Krsna).

Each of the elements of Srila
Prabhupada’s program has
immense spiritual power, and he
repeatedly stressed the program’s
importance for anyone who
wants to make steady spiritual
progress. Therefore, serious stu-
dents of Krsna consciousness try
their best to stick to their sa-
dhana in the face of any obstacles
the material energy may present.

or insecure in the midst of upheaval is
human. We don’t have to pretend to

| be unmoved if we are quaking in-
| wardly. Neither should we pretend

we are callous if we’re actually upset.
What is required of us is not pretense
but steadiness. We should not give up
our duty under any condition.

There is real shelter in Krsna con-
sciousness. As Gandhi said about
his own turning to scripture, “When
doubts haunt me, when disappoint-
ments stare me in the face, and I see
not one ray of hope on the horizon, I

| turn to Bhagavad-gita and find a verse

carrying through with all the items of |

sadhana. By associating with devotees,
taking shelter of the holy name, and
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to comfort me. I immediately begin
to smile in the midst of overwhelming
sorrow. Those who meditate on the
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Gita will derive fresh joy and new
meanings from it every day.”

We have that access to Krsna and
to solace. By opening the scriptures
and reading something, we come in
touch with something sublime, with the
voice of God. :

We can become Krsna conscious.
That means we can see Krsna’s hand
in every situation. If we see Krsna’s
hand, we won'’t be bewildered into lay-
ing blame on others for our misfortune.
We can achieve that freedom, but we
have to practice Krsna consciousness
to achieve it. All the items of sadhana
will give us the strength and knowledge
to function as devotees.

Seeing Krsna's hand doesn’t mean
that we can or even need to always
understand the reasons behind His
actions. We simply accept that His
plans are inconceivable to us. We don’t
even need to inquire into them. Our
faith is that Krsna is our well-wishing
friend; everything is happening by His
arrangement for our own good.

Of course, that requires faith, and
times of difficulty must especially be-
come times of faith. Faith means to
place our trust in something sublime.
It means we cannot always see the way;
it’s too dark ahead. It means that even
though Krsna is not always showing us
the goal and the solution to the ob-
stacles we will encounter on our way
to the goal at every instance, we fol-
low Him anyway. It means following
Him even when He is not revealing
Himself to us. If we go before the de-
ity and don’t see Krsna, if we chant the
holy name and don’t hear “Krsna,” and
in the absence of any other form of
revelation, we continue to follow, then
that is faith.

Somehow, therefore, serve Krsna
with body, mind, and words. Our duty
is Krsna consciousness. Although prac-
ticing our sadhana and performing our
service may sometimes take creativity,
we should never lose sight of our real
position as Krsna’s eternal servants.&®

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami, one of Srila
Prabhupada’s first disciples, is a former
editor of Back to Godhead and the au-
thor of many books on Krsna con-
sciousness, including a six-volume
biography of Srila Prabhupada.
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Bhaktivedanta Gurukula
And International School

—Vrindavan, India—

Applications now being accepted
for July 2000 for boys aged 5-18

Students receive a comprehensive academic education
along with regular temple attendance and
scripture study. Extra-curricular activities include
mrdanga, harmonium, Tae Kwon Do,
and outdoor adventure trips to South India.

NEW for the year 2000:
High school students (ages 15-18) take part
in the above, with a focus on studying
up to seven subjects toward a British “O” level
high school diploma and an ISKCON
Bhakti Sastri degree.

e [ow student/teacher ratio

¢ Child protection training twice a year

e Optional day-school participation
in the primary school

e Trained staff—85% of the teachers
have university training or have attended
the ISKCON teacher training course.

e Parental involvement encouraged

e Association of Sri Vrndavana Dhama
and Sri Krsna-Balarama

e Friendships among students
that often last a lifetime

For a prospectus and an application,
as well as information on tuition and financial aid,
please contact:

Bhaktivedanta Gurukula and International School
Braja Bihari Dasa
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg
Vrindavan, UP 281 124
Tel: +91 (0565) 442676/ 442597/ 444740
E-mail: braja.bihari.bjd@pamho.net
Fax: +91 (0565) 442952




BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” S‘.ﬂ‘fmad—Bh&gavamm
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bh&g&wﬂam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, franslation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

QUALIFIED
FOR LIBERATIO

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna,
explains to His mother, Devahiiti, how Brahma
and other elevated souls attain liberation.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 32

9 ST OIS ~S-
vifafit: aRad afqaRy;
3epd foRifq It IR
1S AT T EIRY;

ksmambho-"nalanila-viyan-mana-indriyartha-
bhatadibhih parivrtam pratisanjihirsuh
avydakrtam visati yarhi guna-trayatma
kalam parakhyam anubhiiya parah svayambhith

ksma
—ether; manah—mind; indriya—the senses; artha
objects of the senses; bhuta—ego; adibhih—and so on;
parivrtam—covered by; pratisafjihirsuh—desiring to dis-
solve; avyakrtam—the changeless spiritual sky; visati—he
enters; yarhi—at which time; guna-traya-atma—consisting
of the three modes; kalam—the time; para-akhyam—iwo
parardhas; anubhiya—after experiencing; parah—the chief;
svayambhith—Lord Brahma.

After experiencing the inhabitable time of the three modes
of material nature, known as two parardhas, Lord Brahma

earth; ambhah—water; anala—fire; anila—air; viyat |
the |

closes the material universe, which is covered by layers of
earth, water, air, fire, ether, mind, ego, etc., and goes back
to Godhead.

PURPORT: The word avyakrtam is very significant in this
verse. The same meaning is stated in Bhagavad-gita, in the
word sanatana. This material world is vyakrta, or subject to
changes, and it finally dissolves. But after the dissolution of
this material world, the manifestation of the spiritual world,
the sanatana-dhama, remains. That spiritual sky is called
avyakrta, that which does not change, and there the Su-

| preme Personality of Godhead resides. When, after ruling
| over the material universe under the influence of the time

element, Lord Brahma desires to dissolve it and enter into
the kingdom of God, others then enter with him.

10 U5 R IEHHIET
I QA Semear formm:
el ETeRES gy e
ST T AT

evar paretya bhagavaniam anupravista
ye yogino jita-marun-manaso viragah

tenaiva sakam amrtam purisanm puranarm
brahma pradhanam upayanty agatabhimanah
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM -

evam—thus; paretya—having gone a long distance; bhagav-
antam—Lord Brahma; anupravistah—entered; ye—those
who; yoginah—yogis; jita—controlled; marur—the breath-
ing; manasah—the mind; viragah—detached; fena—with
Lord Brahma; eva—indeed; sakam—together; amriam—
the embodiment of bliss; purusam—unto the Personality
of Godhead; puranam—the oldest; brahma pradhanam—
the Supreme Brahman: upayanti—they go; agata—not
gone; abhimanah—whose false ego.

The yogis who become detached from the material world
by practice of breathing exercises and control of the mind
reach the planet of Brahma, which is far, far away. After
giving up their bodies, they enter into the body of Lord
Brahma, and therefore when Brahma is liberated and goes
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the Su-
preme Brahman, such yogis can also enter into the king-
dom of God.

PURPORT: By perfecting their yogic practice, yogis can
reach the highest planet, Brahmaloka, or Satyaloka, and
after giving up their material bodies, they can enter into
the body of Lord Brahma. Because they are not directly
devotees of the Lord, they cannot get liberation directly.
They have to wait until Brahma is liberated, and only then,
along with Brahma, are they also liberated. @ It is clear
that as long as a living entity is a worshiper of a particular
demigod, his consciousness is absorbed in thoughts of that
demigod, and therefore he cannot get direct liberation, or
entrance into the kingdom of God, nor can he merge into
the impersonal effulgence of the Supreme Personality of

to the chance of taking birth again when there is again
creation.

11 31 F HNEHT EUEY FATT
A 2R0T ST A1 A=
atha tam sarva-bhitanar
hrt-padmesu krtalayam

Srutanubhavam Saranam
vraja bhavena bhamini

(1) Why can’t demigod worshipers attain
direct liberation?

(2) What is the difference between the
oneness of the Mayavadis and the oneness

of the Vaisnavas?

(3) Why did Lord Kapila advise His mother
against accepting an indirect process of
liberation?
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atha—therefore; tam—the Supreme Personality of God-
head; sarva-bhitanam—of all living entities; hrt-padmesu—
in the lotus hearts; krta-alayam—residing; Sruta-anubhavam
—whose glories you have heard; saranam— unto the shel-
ter; vraja—go; bhavena—Dby devotional service; bhamini—
My dear mother.

Therefore, My dear mother, by devotional service take
direct shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who is seated in everyone’ heart.

PURPORT: One can attain direct contact with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead in full Krsna consciousness and
revive one’s eternal relationship with Him as lover, as Su-
preme Soul, as son, as friend, or as master. One can rees-
tablish the transcendental loving relationship with the
Supreme Lord in so many ways, and that feeling is true
oneness. @ The oneness of the Mayavadi philosophers and
the oneness of Vaisnava philosophers are different. The
Mayavadi and Vaisnava philosophers both want to merge
into the Supreme, but the Vaisnavas do not lose their iden-
tities. They want to keep the identity of lover, parent, friend,
or servant.

In the transcendental world, the servant and master are
one. That is the absolute platform. Although the relation-
ship is servant and master, both the servant and the served
stand on the same platform. That is oneness. € Lord Kapila
advised His mother that she did not need any indirect pro-
cess. She was already situated in that direct process because
the Supreme Lord had taken birth as her son. Actually, she

| did not need any further instruction because she was al-
Godhead. Such yogis or demigod worshipers are subjected |

ready in the perfectional stage. Kapiladeva advised her to

| continue in the same way. He therefore addressed His
| mother as bhamini to indicate that she was already think-
| ing of the Lord as her son. Devahiti is advised by Lord
| Kapila to take directly to devotional service, Krsna con-
| sciousness, because without that consciousness one cannot

become liberated from the clutches of maya.
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adyah sthira-caranam yo
veda-garbhah saharsibhih



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM -

yogesvaraih kumaradyaih
siddhair yoga-pravartakaih

bheda-drstyabhimanena
nihsangenapi karmana

kartrtvat sagunari brahma
purusam purusarsabharn

sa samisriya punah kale
kalenesvara-miirtina

jate guna-vyatikare
yatha-purvar prajayate

aisvaryam paramesthyarm ca
te ’pi dharma-vinirmitam

nisevya punar ayanti
guna-vyatikare sati

adyah—the creator, Lord Brahma; sthira-caranam—of the
immobile and mobile manifestations; yah—he who; veda-
garbhah—the repository of the Vedas; saha—along with;
rsibhih—the sages; yoga-isvaraih—with great mystic yogis;
kumara-adyaih—the Kumaras and others; siddhaih—with
the perfected living beings; yoga-pravartakaih—the authors
of the yoga system; bheda-drstya—because of independent
vision; abhimanena—by misconception; nihsangena—
nonfruitive; api—although; karmana—by their activities;
kartrtvat—Ifrom the sense of being a doer; sa-gunam—pos-
sessing spiritual qualities; brahma—Brahman; purusam—
the Personality of Godhead; purusa-rsabham—the first
purusa incarnation; sah—he; samsrtya—having attained;
punah—again; kale—at the time; kalena—Dby time; isvara-

PURPORT: That Brahma becomes liberated is known to
everyone, but he cannot liberate his devotees. Demigods
like Brahma and Lord Siva cannot give liberation to any
living entity. @ As it is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, only
one who surrenders unto Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, can be liberated from the clutches of maya.
Brahma is called here adyah sthira-caranam. He is the
original, first-created living entity, and after his own birth

| he creates the entire cosmic manifestation. He was fully

mirtina—the manifestation of the Lord; jate guna-vyatikare |
—when the interaction of the modes arises; yatha—as; piir- |

vam—previously; prajayate—is born; aisvaryam—opulence;
paramesthyam—royal; ca—and; fe—the sages; api—also;
dharma—>by their pious activities; vinirmitam—produced;
nisevya—having enjoyed; punah—again; ayanti—they re-
turn; guna-vyatikare sati—when the interaction of the modes
takes place.

My dear mother, someone may worship the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead with a special self-interest, but even
demigods such as Lord Brahma, great sages such as Sanat-
kumara, and great munis such as Marici have to come back
to the material world again at the time of creation. When
the interaction of the three modes of material nature be-
gins, Brahma, who is the creator of this cosmic manifesta-
tion and who is full of Vedic knowledge, and the great sages,
who are the authors of the spiritual path and the yoga sys-

tem, come back under the influence of the time factor. |

They are liberated by their nonfruitive activities and they

attain the first incarnation of the purusa, but at the time of |

creation they come back in exactly the same forms and
positions as they had previously.

instructed in the matter of creation by the Supreme Lord.
@ Here he is called veda-garbha, which means that he
knows the complete purpose of the Vedas. He is always ac-
companied by such great personalities as Marici, Kasyapa,
and the seven sages, as well as by great mystic yogis, the
Kumaras, and many other spiritually advanced living enti-
ties, but he has his own interest, separate from the Lord’s.
@ Bheda-drstya means that Brahma sometimes thinks that
he is independent of the Supreme Lord, or he thinks of
himselfl as one of the three equally independent incarna-
tions. Brahma is entrusted with creation, Visnu maintains,
and Rudra, Lord Siva, destroys. The three of them are un-
derstood to be incarnations of the Supreme Lord in charge
of the three different material modes of nature, but none
of them is independent of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

Here the word bheda-drstya occurs because Brahma has
a slight inclination to think that he is as independent as
Rudra. @ Sometimes Brahma thinks that he is independent
of the Supreme Lord, and the worshiper also thinks that
Brahma is independent. For this reason, after the destruc-
tion of this material world, when there is again creation by
the interaction of the material modes of nature, Brahma
comes back. Although Brahma reaches the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead as the first purusa incarnation, Maha-
Visnu, who is full with transcendental qualities, he cannot
stay in the spiritual world.

The specific significance of his coming back may be
noted. Brahma and the great rsis and the great master of
yoga (Siva) are not ordinary living entities; they are very
powerful and have all the perfections of mystic yoga. But
still they have an inclination to try to become one with the
Supreme, and therefore they have to come back. @ In the
Srimad-Bhagavatam it is accepted that as long as one thinks

(4) Who can be liberated?

(5) Why is Lord Brahma called veda-garbha?

(6) What does bheda-drstya mean in
reference to Lord Brahma?

(7) Why does Lord Brahma sometimes not
attain liberation?

(8) Why do some great souls return to this
world in spite of going to Maha-Visnu?
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM -

that he is equal with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, |
he is not completely purified or knowledgeable. In spite of |
going up to the first purusa-avatara, Maha-Visnu, after the
dissolution of this material creation, such personalities again
fall down or come back to the material creation.

© Itis a great falldown on the part of the impersonalists
to think that the Supreme Lord appears within a material
body and that one should therefore not meditate upon the |
form of the Supreme but should meditate instead on the |
formless. For this particular mistake, even the great mystic
yogis or great stalwart transcendentalists also come back |
again when there is creation. ) All living entities other than |
the impersonalists and monists can directly take to devo-
tional service in full Krsna consciousness and become lib-
erated by developing transcendental loving service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Such devotional service
develops in the degrees of thinking of the Supreme Lord as
master, as friend, as son, and at last, as lover. These distinc-
tions in transcendental variegatedness must always be
present.

16 ¥ fogmEea-E: FHY AGAT-adT:
FAIAGI A T Fea:

ve tv ihasakta-manasah
karmasu sraddhayanvitah

kurvanty apratisiddhani
nityany api ca krtsnasah

ye—those who; fu—but; itha—in this world; asakta—ad-
dicted; manasah—whose minds; karmasu—to fruitive ac-
tivities; sraddhaya—with faith; anvitah—endowed; kur-
vanti—perform; apratisiddhani—with attachment to the
result; nityani—prescribed duties; api—certainly; ca—and;
krtsnasah—repeatedly.

Persons who are too addicted to this material world execute
their prescribed duties very nicely and with great faith. They
daily perform all such prescribed duties with attachment to
the fruitive result.

PURPORT: In this and the following six verses, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam criticizes persons who are too materially at-
tached. It is enjoined in the Vedic scriptures that those who
are attached to the enjoyment of material facilities have to
sacrifice and undergo certain ritualistic performances. They

(9) What particular mistake causes imjler-
sonalists to return to this world?

(10) Who is disqualified from accepting
direct devotional service to the Lord? !

36 BACKTO GODHEAD e« MAY /JUNE 2000

have to observe certain rules and regulations in their daily

| lives to be elevated to the heavenly planets. It is stated
| in this verse that such persons cannot be liberated at any

time. Those who worship demigods with the consciousness
that every demigod is a separate God cannot be elevated
to the spiritual world, what to speak of persons who are
simply attached to duties for the upliftment of their
material condition.

17 TSE1 FUSHAH: HIHRHHIS ST -G
fodg. ISIfer ISR RARR:

rajasa kuntha-manasah
kamatmano ‘jitendriyah

pitrn yajanty anudinar
grhesv abhiratasayah

rajasa—Dby the mode of passion; kuntha—full of anxie-
ties; manasah—their minds; kama-atmanah—aspiring for
sense gratification; ajita—uncontrolled; indriyah—their
senses; pitrn—the forefathers; yajanti—they worship; anudi-
nam—every day; grhesu—in home life; abhirata—engaged,;
asayah—their minds.

Such persons, impelled by the mode of passion, are full of
anxieties and always aspire for sense gratification due to
uncontrolled senses. They worship the forefathers and are
busy day and night improving the economic condition of
their family, social, or national life.

18 Aafifcrreet g forn afeeer:
PR FIAAGRT TIG:

trai-vargikas te purusa
vimukha hari-medhasah

kathayam kathaniyoru-
vikramasya madhudvisah

trai-vargikah—interested in the three elevating processes;
te—those; purusah—persons; vimukhah—mnot interested;
hari-medhasah—of Lord Hari; kathayam—in the pastimes;
kathaniya—worth chanting of; uru-vikramasya—whose
excellent prowess; madhu-dvisah—the killer of the Madhu
demon.

Such persons are called trai-vargika because they are inter-
ested in the three elevating processes. They are averse to
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who can give relief
to the conditioned soul. They are not interested in the
Supreme Personality’s pastimes, which are worth hearing
because of His transcendental prowess.

(continued in the next issue)
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N PURSUIT OF
MPLETE SCIENCE

Why a distinguished scientist left the faculty
of one of India’s most prestigious universities
to join ISKCON's team of scientists.
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Lila Purusotiama Dasa points out some parallels between
Krsna consciousness and the world of science.

Lila Purusottama Dasa earned his Ph.D. in electrical engineering (ro-
botics and intelligent systems) from IIT Delhi. He is a former faculty
member of the Birla Institute of Technology, Pilani, India (BITS Pilani),
now working full time with the Mumbai branch of the Bhaktivedanta
Institute (BI), the scientific arm of ISKCON.

Lila Purusottama has published in some thirty refereed journals and
conference proceedings. In 1998 he received a career award for Young
Teacher from the All India Council for Technical Education. His name
is listed in the Marquis Who's Who, which records distinguished profes-
sionals in science and engineering. He has carried out two sponsored
research projects in intelligence control.

Vindavanesvari Devi Dasti, a reporter for the annual Janmastami Sou-
venir of ISKCON Mumbai (Juhu), conducted the following interview.
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Vrndavanesvari Devi Dasi: What in-
spired you to accept the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness?

Lila Purusottama Dasa: [ was always
searching for the Truth. I was born in

Orissa, where through the causeless |

mercy of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra had been
distributed. In my childhood I would
hear the maha-mantra chanted in my
village, especially when villagers would
hold 24-hour chanting sessions. I was
philosophical from childhood. Mun-
dane glamour never attracted me.

After receiving my B.Sc. in engi-
neering, I read the Bhagavad-gita and
was inspired to pray to the Lord to use
me as an instrument in His service.
After joining the faculty at Regional
Engineering College, Rourkela (Oris-
sa), I felt dissatisfied professionally. I
took to chanting the maha-mantra
without anybody asking me to do so. I
didn’t chant in a regulated fashion, but
I derived joy from chanting while walk-
ing or sitting leisurely.

When I shifted to IIT Delhi (Indian
Institute of Technology) to pursue my
doctoral degree, I led an isolated and
regulated life. I would get up early in
the morning, attend yoga classes, eat
only pure food, and stick to my re-
search. In 1992, during the Hindu-
Muslim riots, I enrolled as a social
worker in the Sadbhav Mission, but I
still felt something was missing. 1 at-

Read Hare Krishna World, the newspaper of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. Exciting news, information, marketplace, and

tended a lecture in the II'T Delhi hos-
tel by Dr. P. V. Krishnan (Krsna Smara-
na Dasa) from ISKCON. When he ex-
plained the real purport of Bhagavad-
gita, I was instantly attracted to Krsna.
Soon after, I joined a group of IIT '
students for a visit to Vrndavana with
Krsna Smarana Dasa. While there I
realized the futility of material endeav-
ors and lost interest in pursuing my
Ph.D. I wanted to join as a full-time
devotee in Vrndavana. But Krsna Sma-
rana Dasa inspired me to continue
with my Ph.D. work. “It can be used
in Krsna’s service,” he argued. So I
completed it.
VDD: People think that science means
facts whereas religion is sentiment or
fanaticism. Can there be a synthesis of
the two?
LPD: Before coming to Krsna con-
sciousness, I looked on religionists with
suspicion. I'd see Indians going to tem-
ples only for material benefits, and I'd
see how priests and sadhus often ex-
ploit people’s blind sentiments. But
Krsna consciousness involves the study
of spirit and matter and their relation-
ship, so it is not blind sentiment but
complete science. Modern science tries
to unravel the laws of material nature.
If pursued in its true spirit, it is a sub-
set of the complete science, Krsna
consciousness. So there need be no
contradiction between science and |
Krsna consciousness.

Krsna conscious opportunities. Published bimonthly: U.S., $22; outside
the U.S., $34. For subscriptions, ads, bulk orders, and news submissions,
please write HKW at P. O. Box 238, Alachua, FL 326160238, USA. Tel:
(904) 462-5054. Fax: (904) 462-5056. E-mail: hkw@iskcon.net
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VDD: What did your colleagues think
of your change of philosophy and your
Krsna conscious way of life? How are
you viewed in scientific circles?

LPD: Since I'm well accomplished
professionally, my colleagues give me
due respect. But most of my friends
didn’t keep their relationship with me,
because I couldn’t stick to their way
of life. One intimate friend, however,
who is pursuing a Ph.D. from Sheffield
University in England, chants sixteen
rounds of the maha-mantra on beads.
He regularly asks me questions about
Krsna consciousness and has adopted
all its principles.

VDD: How did you balance your pro-
fessional life with your devotional life?
LPD: Krsna Smarana Dasa taught me
how to balance the two. At BITS Pil-
ani I converted my quarters on cam-
pus into a temple. I kept the standards
that Srila Prabhupada gave us, namely
mangala-arati at 4:30 A.M., Srimad-
Bhagavatam class in the morning, and
Bhagavad-gita class in the evening.
And T strictly followed all the other
regulative principles.

In the beginning I invited some of
my project students to my house to
hear about Krsna consciousness. They
became convinced and started inviting
their friends. We had a nice group of
boys and girls who practiced Krsna
consciousness seriously. I tried to in-
spire them by keeping to a high stan-
dard of spiritual practice and by being
efficient in my profession as a teacher
and researcher and in guiding projects.
VDD: Why did you give up your BITS
Pilani job and join the Bhaktivedanta
Institute?

LPD: I met Rasaraja Dasa in 1997 and
was inspired by his vision for the BI.
He wants to give a new thrust to sci-
entific research that will ultimately at-
tract scientific people to read Bhaga-
vata philosophy. Srila Prabhupada
very much emphasized BI research,
not only to increase the prestige of
ISKCON but also to contribute to sci-
ence in such a way that scientists may

| look to the BI for assistance. Although

I had many other professional options,
I understood in my heart that the BI
is more important. I felt that Prabhu-
pada would be more pleased if I com-
mitted mysell to the Bhaktivedanta
Institute. &



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—I ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

- Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru’).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-ynga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendental form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharami—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival”: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Stiman, érimati),

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhﬁgavatam—thc most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas
are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests), the
ksatrivas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sidras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas
(married people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.




Spreading the

by Bhakti Purusottama Swami
photos by Nitya-trpta Devi Dasi

Bhakti Purusottama Swami has been active with
ISKCON Mayapur’s Nama Hatta program since its
inception in 1981. The program helps people in towns
and villages throughout Bengal practice Krsna con-
sciousness in their homes and among themselves.

A former science student, Bhakti Purusottama be-
came a Krsna devotee in 1978 and accepted sannyasa,
the renounced order of life, in 1985. Today, as a mem-
ber of the Mayapur temple’s administrative council,
he oversees a variety of projects, including book dis-
tribution, college programs, correspondence courses,
as well as the Nama Hatta. Here Bhakti Purusottama
Swami comments about the growth of Mayapur’s ex-
tensive Nama Hatta network.

place of the holy name.” Lord Nityananda

(Lord Caitanya’s chief associate) initiated the
Nama Hatta program, and it was later revived by Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. His son Srila Bhaktisiddhan-
ta Sarasvati Thakura started five hundred Nama Hat-
ta centers. Srila Prabhupada’s followers began the
Mayapur Nama Hatta during early 1980s, with by-
laws based upon Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s book
Godruma Kalpatavi.

Today eighteen hundred Nama Hatta centers are
registered with our office. About forty-five brahma-
caris (celibate students) serve these centers as field
preachers and office staff. Fifteen to twenty thousand
people are connected to ISKCON through the Maya-
pur Nama Hatta. Among them, about one thousand

NAMA HATTA LITERALLY means “the market-
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Devotees in Mayapur

have organized nearly

two thousand Krsna conscious
groups throughout Bengal.




are initiated or ready for initiation and
on a waiting list.

Nama Hatta members learn to do
everything one does while living in a
full-scale Krsna temple. We teach them
how to chant Hare Krsna, perform
mangala-arati, offer food, put on tilaka,
and sing bhajanas. They also learn
Krsna conscious philosophy in depth,
because here in Bengal people are
often misled by the philosophy “all
paths lead to the same destination.”
And many bogus new “Gods” take
advantage of innocent people in the
name of religion. We train our Nama
Hatta members carefully so they will
be protected.

In the winter I enjoy three to four
months traveling with sixty devotees to

| put on Nama Hatta festivals. In each

location, we conduct a festival program
arranged by local Nama Hatta mem-
bers. The programs include bhajana,
kirtana, arati, Bhagavad-gita class,
Krsna conscious cinema and drama,
prasadam distribution, and even a
Rathayatra. The programs last two
days, with ten to fifteen thousand peo-
ple attending each day. Local Nama
Hatta members cover all the costs.
Many of the countless villages of
Bengal still have no Nama Hatta, but
where only one family practices Krsna
consciousness we establish a Sraddha

VIHE 2000

Vrndavana Institute for Higher Education

1. Bhakti Sastri Course

The course covers: Bhagavad-gita, The Nectar of Devotion,
The Nectar of Instruction, Sri ISopanisad

Dates: July 15 to November 30
Requirements : Good sadhana, brahminical tendencies, a proficiency
in English, and a recommendation from a senior devotee.
Fees: Rs.10,000 (approximately US$240). Fees cover the entire
course, including classes, materials, and parikramas, but not room,
prasadam, or Karttika courses.
To apply: Registration required. Deadline: June 30.

IL. Karttika Semester
(Various courses, not Bhakti Sastri)

Dates: September 25 to October 20.

Both 2- and 4-week classes are offered.
Requirements: Good sadhana and a proficiency in English.
Fees: Rs. 6,500 (approximately US$160) for a full schedule.

Fees cover four or more classes, materials, parikramas, and feasts.
Fees are lower for students who take fewer classes or don'’t attend
parikramas. Payment is made when registering in Vrndavana.
To apply: Confirm attendance by September 18.
Registration: In Vrndavana, September 20-24.

All courses are well researched and taught by senior devotees who
have a deep understanding of the subject.

For more information, contact VIHE, ¢/o Krishna Balaram Mandir,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Vrindavan, Mathura Dist.,
281 124, U.P, India; phone: +91(0565) 445002
or 445053; vihe@pamho.net; www.iskcon.net/vihe
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Kutir, or “faith center,” which can de-
velop into a Nama Hatta. Often these
people began their connection with the
program during a visit to Mayapur.
Guests usually attend the morning
kirtana in the temple, and we invite
them to chant one round of japa. Those
who want more information leave their
address, and we’re now in touch with
about seven hundred people by letter
and phone.

Often young people from Nama
Hatta families want to move into the
temple for more intensive training.
Later, if they return to their village,
there is no problem, because their fam-
ily also practices Krsna consciousness.
Itis nice protection for their devotional
lives.

One year we began involving our
Nama Hatta members in book distri-
bution. Since then, with their help, our
team of seventy full-time book dis-
tributors have distributed more of Srila
Prabhupada’s books than any other
ISKCON center.

The Nama Hatta program is now
spreading to cities, including Calcutta.
We are building a special building to
accommodate all the Nama Hatta
members visiting Mayapur.

Opverall, the Mayapur temple is ex-
panding very rapidly. Since Prabhu-
pada’s Samadhi opened in 1996, thou-
sands of tourists come every day. Over
seven hundred devotees serve full time
in the temple, including three hundred
brahmacaris. The temple offers sup-
port programs both for those who
want to remain lifetime celibates and
for those who want to marry. In this
way devotees are feeling more secure
and can practice Krsna consciousness
without anxiety.

I feel more than ever that Mayapur
is manifesting as a Krsna conscious city,
and I am very happy to be part of it.
At first I was attracted to devotional
service to protect myself from mate-
rial bondage. I saw ISKCON as the
best way to stay engaged in serving the
Lord. Now the greatness of the phi-
losophy Srila Prabhupada taught has
encouraged me to help teach it. The
taste of the philosophy is sweet, and
to teach it is even sweeter. It is kevala
ananda kanda—"simply filled with

bliss.” €@



THE MAYAPUR PROJECT

AN IDFAL EDUCATION
FOR A PRACTICAL FUTURE

In a traditional village environment, students prepare
for a Krsna conscious life in the modern world.

1527 1A9] BUYESIA

Vedasara Dasa, principal of the Bhaktivedanta Gurukula.

1
RILA PRABHUPADA would often speak of ISKCON
as an educational institution, and education will be an
essential function of the Sri Mayapur Project. A be-

ginning for developing education in Mayapur has been in

place for some time in the form of the Bhaktivedanta

Gurukula, a boys boarding school. In line with the tradi-

tional Vedic model, the Bhaktivedanta Gurukula gives

boys both spiritual and occupational training. Mahamaya

Devi Dasi spoke with Vedasara Dasa, the school’s prin-

cipal, about the school today and its plans for the future.

Mahamaya Devi Dasi: Can you say something about the
history of the gurukula?
Vedasara Dasa: Srila Prabhupada started the Bhaktivedanta

Gurukula here in 1974. He brought a few Nepali brahmanas
to teach a dozen or so students. At that time the gurukula
was located in what is now Srila Prabhupada’s bhajana
kutir.* Since then four schools have developed on the
Mayapur property. Three are day schools. Our school, which
is a boys’ boarding school, is called the Bhaktivedanta
Gurukula Village (BGV). It’s next to the goshala [fields and
barns where cows are tended].

MDD: What is your service in the gurukula?

VD: I have been the BGV principal for the last two years.
Most of my life was spent in the gurukula. I was a student

* “Place of worship.” This was the original thatched-walled build-
ing on the property.
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The Bhaktivedanta Gurukula Village sits amid groves of mango, guava, and kadamba trees.

for twelve years, after which I became |

an ashram teacher and eventually the
ashram coordinator.

MDD: How many boys are in the
school now?

VD: We have thirty-five students, ages
eight to eighteen, out of which twenty-
six are teenagers. Half of the students
are from India, half from abroad.
MDD: What subjects are taught?
VD: Because it’s a boarding school,
we teach academic subjects and, in
the ashram, give devotional training.
The ashram subjects are Temple Man-
tras, Vedic Mantras, Deity Worship,
Philosophical Debate, Vaisnava Efi-
quette, Bhakti Sastri [scripture study],
Bhagavad-gita Verses, and Canakya
Nitisastra [moral instructions of the
sage Canakya]. We have four ashram
teachers.

The academic subjects are English,
French, Spanish, Italian, Sanskrit,
Bengali, Arts, Science, Geography,
Mathematics, World History, and
World Religions. We have seven
academic teachers.

We also teach vocational subjects:
Cooking, Carpentry, Tailoring, Com-
puter, Mrdanga [drum], Electricity,
Harmonium, and Deity Dressmaking.
We have eight vocational teachers.

| MDD: What are the boys’ days like?
| VD: They get up at 3:30 in the morn-

ing to begin their spiritual program.
They have academic classes during the
day, and extracurricular activities from
4:00 to 5:30. We have full-size basket-
ball and volleyball courts, a soccer
field, a simple exercise room, and a
swimming pond. The boys regularly go
to the Ganges. I think it’s important
that teenage boys engage in sports to
release their excess energy in a healthy
way.

MDD: What are the school’s plans for
the future?

VD: We want to be better equipped to |

help the older teenage boys find an
identity.

MDD: How do parents feel about en-
rolling their sons in the school?

VD: We have a waiting list of about
thirty Western boys and fifty Indian
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boys. Their parents are eager to ad-
mit them into the school. Most par-
ents who visit the school come away
with a positive impression.

MDD: How do you view Srila Prabhu-
pada’s instructions on gurukula?

VD: Srila Prabhupada wanted us to
produce high-quality devotees with
excellent character and also basic aca-
demic qualifications. I think Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions will be most
effective when the entire ISKCON so-
cial infrastructure is stable and healthy.
To fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s vision for
a class of high-quality devotees, we
must bring up our children in an emo-
tionally and spiritually stable family
environment.

MDD: Are you committed to this
project?

VD: Yes, I would certainly like to
spend a good part of my life in educa-
tion, building up a nice gurukula for
the upcoming generation. My special
interest is in working with older teen-
age boys and helping them to get situat-
ed after graduation. Dedicated and



Devi Dasi

Nitya-

mature devotees are getting
involved and showing com-
mitment to the project. One
thing that keeps me going
is the heartfelt appreciation of
both parents and kids. I want
to give the next generation a
positive Krsna conscious
experience.

MDD: What is the involve-
ment of the parents of the
boys? Do you have a parent/
teacher association?

VD: Because we’re an inter-
national school with parents
scattered far and wide, a PTA
per se is not practical. But we
keep in close contact with the
parents. We strongly encour-
age all parents and chil-
dren to keep in regular touch.
Parents are advised to write at
least every two weeks and
telephone once a month. Sev-
eral parents are working with the
school as teachers or administrators.
MDD: Tell me about the older boys
and their program—taking the GCSE,
their vocational training, and so on.
VD: Senior students study for their
British GCSE (General Certificate of
Secondary Education). The students
take the exams in Calcutta at the Brit-
ish consulate, and the exams are sent
to England for marking. The students
receive the same diploma from the |

This school building, made from local natural materials, creates a pleasant
atmosphere for learning in Bengal’s moderate climate.

University of London as any student
in Britain. This is an internationally

recognized high school diploma. One r
| pensities. With their learned skill,
| trade, or profession, they can offer ser-

of our recent graduates, Narayana
Dasa, went straight into an American
university.

In addition, the seniors take the
Bhakti Sastri exam, a six-hour exami-
nation on four of Srila Prabhupada’s
books. Eight boys recently took this
exam; four passed with honors, and the
other four with high honors.

One of the area’s many expert drummers teaches students to play the traditional Bengali
drum, used for accompanying the chanting of Hare Krsna and other devotional songs.

We try our best to equip the stu-
dents for life after the gurukula by
training them according to their pro-

vice to ISKCON or support themselves
and their future families.

Vocational training comes in three
stages. In the first stage, the boys spend
about two years experimenting with
the options available. When they have
settled on their chosen skill, they re-
ceive another two years of
more serious training in that
area. Stage three is an appren-
ticeship with a senior skilled
devotee. For example, a recent
Indian graduate, Gautama
Dasa, is in a two-year appren-
ticeship course with Dina Cai-
tanya Dasa, a Swiss devotee,
learning all about construction
management.

These three divisions are an
integral part of the BGV’s
efforts to meet the individual
needs of the boys. @

Twenty-two-year-old Veda-
sara Dasa was born in Bhutan,
India (near China), and raised
in Assam. He joined the Bhak-
tivedanta Swami Gurukula at
age six and has been there ever
since.
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Kalakantha Dasa writes,
runs a small business, and
unda-

dfrecrs the May' apur |

CHAPTER 10: How to See and Serve God

LORD KRSNA HAS ADVISED
Arjuna to become His devotee. Now
Krsna tells him how to do so. Great
commentators consider verses 8
through 11 of this chapter the essence
of the Bhagavad-gita. In these four
seminal verses, Lord Krsna describes
how His devotees think of Him and
enjoy a relationship with Him.
Arjuna then asks how he should

devotes the rest of the chapter to
answering this question, He says that
He can be perceived in the best and
most powerful of every creation.
Among stars He is the moon; among
fish, the shark. After listing many
such comparisons, Lord Krsna
reminds Arjuna that whatever one
can perceive with material senses
reflects just the inferior, material

think of Lord Krsna, and Krsna

CHAPTER 11: The Terrifying Form of God

PLEASED TO HEAR of Lord Krsna’s
presence in so many ways, Arjuna
now asks Krsna to show His feature
known as the universal form, consist-
ing of the entire-material creation.
Since the material universe comes
from Lord Krsna, it is yet another
one of His forms.

Krsna endows Arjuna with divine
eyes to view this unprecedented
display. A dazzling vision suddenly
overwhelms Arjuna. The brilliant,
powerful radiance frightens him as it
threatens to burn the whole creation.
Arjuna grows terrified as the mouth
of the universal form—the omnipo-
tent crush of death—consumes the
assembled warriors, and everyone

else. Arjuna cries, “Who are You?”
Lord Krsna’s answer (verse 11.32)
is the famous Bhagavad-gita verse
quoted by scientist Robert Oppen-
heimer as he watched the explosion
of the first atomic bomb in the
deserts of New Mexico: “Time I
am, the great destroyer of the
worlds. .

Havmg seen Lord Krsna’s
limitless, deadly power, Arjuna
understands his intimate friend in a
new light. He begs to see again the

" friendly, familiar form of Lord

Krsna. As Krsna reappears in His
original form, He assures Arjuna
that He can always be known in
this more pleasing way.

portion of His creation.

material worlds.
Everything emanates
from Me. The wise
who perfectly
know this engage -
in My devotional
service and worship flle

- withall their hearts.”

(10.8)
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manifestation.

The chapter begins with Arjuna
asking about the comparative value
of bhakti-yoga and realization of

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead said:
Those who fix their minds on MMy personal form
and are always engaged in worshlpm? Me

with great and transcendental faith

are considered by Me to be most perfect.” (12.2)

CHAPTER 13: Body, Soul, and Supersoul

THIS CHAPTER, which begins the matter. The soul knows only his

final third of the Bhagavad-gita, is body, but the Supersoul sits in

dedicated to ji@na-yoga, or knowl- every heart and knows everyone’s
. edge of God that leads to devotional  pains and pleasures. While

service to Him. Arjuna asks about pursuing his illusory hope to

CHAPTER 12: Perfection Through Loving God

LORD KRSNA'S UNIVERSAL form
filled Arjuna with awe and fear, but
Krsna prefers the love of His
devotees. So in this chapter, the
shortest in the Bhagavad-gita, Lord
Krsna elaborates on the theme
begun at the end of Chapter Eleven:
bhakti-yoga, or personal devotional
service to Him. Lord Krsna makes
this point just after showing His
universal form lest Arjuna, or
anyone else, mistake the fearsome
universal form for His ultimate

Brahman, Lord Krsna’s impersonal
feature. Krsna calls the Brahman
path valid but difficult, while promis-
ing to personally deliver the faithful
bhakta.

Lord Krsna then evaluates various
practices of spiritual life. He declares
that to think of Him spontaneously,
out of love, is best. For those who
lack such love, practice of regulated
bhakti-yoga ranks next. For those
who decline bhakti, working for Lord
Krsna is next, followed by working
for some charitable cause. Krsna
concludes the chapter by describing
the many desirable qualities of His
loving devotee.

NI A

“0 son of Bharata,
as the sun alone illumi-
nates all this universe,

the body, the soul, the Supersoul, and  enjoy matter, the soul encounters -

the meaning and object of knowl-

and matter. He then provides His

the body, a vehicle made of dull

»

endless varieties of bodies and
edge. Lord Krsna refers Arjuna to suffers and enjoys through them
the Vedanta-siitra, an essential Vedic  all. The Supersoul accompanies
text, for a full explanation of the soul  the soul on this painful journey.
Lord Krsna concludes that those
own summary. He explains that both  who learn the truth of their

the soul and the Supersoul occupy situation attain freedom from
bondage to matter.

one within the
body, illuminate the

entire body by
consciousness.” (13.34)



CHAPTER 14: Beyond the Three Modes

LORD KRSNA HAS JUST explained
that matter entangles the soul and
causes it to suffer. Now He elabo-
rates. Matter exerts control over the
souls through three qualities or
modes: goodness, passion, and
ignorance. In earlier chapters, Lord
Krsna often referred to these three
modes. In this chapter He explains
them in detail. More discussion of
the modes follows in chapters
seventeen and eighteen.

Lord Krsna begins by identifying
Himself as the father of all living

modes, their relationship with the
soul, and their general characteris-
tics. He next describes the results of
actions in each of the modes, both
immediate and in terms of future
lifetimes. He then advises Arjuna to
learn to transcend the modes of
nature. Arjuna asks how one can
transcend the modes, and how to
know a person who has done so.
Lord Krsna answers both questions,
and concludes the chapter by
declaring Himself to be the basis of
all spiritual existence, beyond the

or moon, nor by fire

~_orelectricity.

: T‘m@'mho reach it never
return to this material

world.” (15.6)

beings. He then defines the three

modes.

LORD KRSNA BEGINS THIS chapter
with an allegory, comparing the
material world to a banyan tree. In
India and other tropical climates,
banyans sometimes grow to be huge.
They drop roots from their branches,
and the roots form new trunks with
new branches and roots. Banyans
can fill acres, and finding where they
begin can be very difficult.

The allegorical tree has roots
going up and branches going down.
Such a tree exists only in a reflection,
as on a lake, and this is the point of
the allegory. One might reach for a
reflected apple on a reflected tree
and end up with nothing but a
wet arm.

Similarly, the material world
reflects the spiritual world, Lord

Krsna’s abode, capturing it in shape

and color but not in substance. The
soul’s natural love for God becomes
misdirected and caught up in the

CHAPTER 15: Supreme Personal Yoga

temporary leaves and branches of
this reflected material tree. Lord
Krsna advises Arjuna to cut his
relationship with it. After making
such a cut, Lord Krsna says, one
attains His abode. Unlike the dark
material universe, light prevails
there, without the help of sun or
electricity. A person infatuated with
the material world misses the chance
to return to the spiritual world and
forcibly takes birth again.

As stated earlier, detachment
from matter and attachment to Lord
Krsna are one and the same. Thus,
for Arjuna’s benefit, Krsna again
describes Himself. In verse 15 Lord
Krsna specifically describes his
intimate relationship with each
soul as well as His presence in
scriptures. Concluding the chapter,
Lord Krsna explains that knowing
Him engages one in yoga of the
Supreme Person.
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AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna distin-
guished the soul from the body. He
then introduced the modes of nature
and their various effects on the
embodied souls. At Arjuna’s request,
He explained how to transcend the
modes of nature. Now He describes

CHAPTER 16: The Divine and the Demoniac

out of passion and ignorance. Filth,
pride, atheism, dishonest action, and
preoccupation with sexual enjoyment
characterize such persons. Their
wrong-headed perspective leads
them to build horrible, destructive
weapons. They aspire only to gratify
their senses by any means, and yet

“He who discards scriptural injunctions |

the actions of a person under the
lower modes—the lower branches of
Chapter Fifteen’s banyan tree—as
opposed to the actions of one who
has transcended the three modes.
After summarizing the divine

qualities, belonging to those who
have surpassed even the mode of
goodness, Lord Krsna details the
qualities of demons, who act only

B
e

and acts according to his own whims

attains neither perfection, nor happiness, * = . -

nor the supreme destination.” (16.23)

CHAPTER 17: Faith, Food, and Sacrifice

AFTER HEARING ABOUT both fol-
lowers and detractors of the scrip-
tures, Arjuna now wants to know
about persons who worship God
without reference to the scriptures.
Such persons have faith, but lacking
scriptural basis they may worship
men or devas. Arjuna wants to know
their destination.

Lord Krsna answers that faith not
guided by scripture is another prod-
uct of the three modes of nature.
The modes influence how one eats,
worships, and performs sacrifice,
penance, and charity.

After detailing all these activities

5

v

in the different modes, Lord Krsna
explains the transcendental ap-
proach. By directing to the Supreme
Lord any sacrifice, penance, or
charity, one rises above the influence
of the modes of nature. Learned
souls thus begin any sacrifice by
chanting om tat sat, referring to the
Supreme Absolute Truth. Reciting
any name of the Supreme Lord has
the same effect.

Lord Krsna concludes that any-
thing done without an effort to
please the Supreme is but the
floundering of a conditioned soul.

It has no value.

they make a show of charity and
piety. In the end, they revile and
make a mockery of true religion.
Lord Krsna describes their destina-
tion as the hell of life in subhuman
species. A sane person thus gives up
lust, anger, and greed—the three
gates to hell. Abiding by the scrip-
tures, such a person avoids the fate
of demons.

“flusterity of speech
consists in speaking words
that are truthful,

pleasing, beneficial,
and not agitating to others,

and also in regularly
reciting Vedic literature.”

(17.15)



THIS CHAPTER, the longest in the
Bhagavad-gita, summarizes the
teachings of the entire text. Arjuna
has just heard about the effects of
the three modes of nature and the
importance of directing one’s work
toward God. Lord Krsna rejected his
superficial plan to renounce by
leaving the battlefield. Now Arjuna
asks how to truly renounce worldly
affairs and dedicate his work to the
Lord’s service.

Lord Krsna analyzes renunciation
according to goodness, passion, and
ignorance, the three modes of
nature. Although Krsna applauds
detachment from the fruits of work,
He specifies that no one benefits by
renouncing sacrifice, charity, and
penance. To show Arjuna why
renunciation makes sense, Lord
Krsna identifies five factors—mostly
beyond Arjuna’s control—that
determine the result of any action.
He goes on to evaluate action, the
actor, knowledge, determination,
understanding, and happiness, all
according to the three modes of
nature. Lord Krsna declares in sum-
mary that no one in the universe is
exempt from the influence of the

17 3 : modes.
¢ e me i To clarify the influence of the
' modes on human society, Lord Krsna
describes the system of varndsrama,
or enlightened social organization.
Brahmanas (priests) are in the mode
of goodness, ksatriyas (warriors)
in passion, vaisyas (farmers and
merchants) in mixed passion and
ignorance, and sidras (workers) in
ignorance. Varnasrama designations
are determined by inclination, not

/ " e i

CHAPTER 18: Breaking the Bonds of Matter

by birth (as in the caste system of
India today). Although people have
different inclinations, by pursuing
renunciation through service to Lord
Krsna anyone can become perfect.
Krsna explains exactly how this can
be done and the symptoms of one
who has done it.

Lord Krsna now begins to con-
clude the Bhagavad-gita by declaring
that His servant will come to Him
and be protected under all circum-
stances. He bluntly tells Arjuna that
giving up on the battle would be the
wrong kind of renunciation and that
Arjuna’s nature would force him to
fight anyway. Advising complete sur-
render to His will and promising all
protection, Lord Krsna at last tells
Arjuna to choose his course of
action.

Krsna has described numerous
options for Arjuna. He has outlined
the paths of piety, mystic yoga, and
jiana (knowledge). Through them
all, He has consistently emphasized
the paramount importance of
Arjuna’s fighting as an expression of
surrender to Him. Although Lord
Krsna has also declared and dis-
played His omnipotent divinity, He
concludes by telling Arjuna that the
choices are now his. He blesses the
speakers and hearers of Bhagavad-
gita and asks Arjuna if his illusions
are now gone.

Arjuna emphatically answers,
“Yes!” and Sanjaya, the visionary
narrator, concludes the Gita with
expressions of personal gratitude and
ecstasy. In his rapture, he also must
disclose the harsh truth of the battle
to his blind master, Dhrtarastra.

“Abandon, all.varwnbs of [eh?mn aml ]mt
sufrender uhm fMe.1 slfﬁll dclwer you from qll
sinful reactions. Do ot foar” (8. 66)
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BIOGRAPHY

QUEEN

KUNTI !

The Incarnation
Of Success

She was the queen of a world emperor,
the mother of the mighty Pandavas,
the aunt of Lord Krsna, and an exalted
pure devotee of the Lord.

by Satyaraja Dasa

consciousness movement arises includes many great female

devotees. But few are as illustrious and heroic as Queen
Kunti, whom Srila Prabhupada glorified as “the incarnation of
the success potency of the Personality of Godhead.”

Queen Kuntidevi emerges as a preeminent figure in ancient
India and a central player in the epic Mahabharata. Not only
was she the sister of Vasudeva (Krsna’s father, making her Krsna’s
aunt) and the mother of the brave and virtuous Pandava broth-
ers, but she was the very emblem of courage and wisdom—quali-
ties of hers that helped her family and friends endure a civil war
that took the lives of millions.

Originally called Prtha, Kunti was the daughter of the great
Maharaja Surasena, chief of the glorious Yadu dynasty. Political
and family complications forced Surasena to place her in the
care of his nephew, Kuntibhoja (hence her name), who raised
her as his own. In King Kuntibhoja’s palace she learned to host
important guests—such as the denizens of heavenly planets—

T HE RICH VAISNAVA TRADITION from which the Krsna

Right: Queen Kunti approaches Lord Krsna to offer heartfelt
prayers as He is about to leave Hastinapura.
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with a culture and style now all but lost.

sage Durvasa at-

stivities in the palace and,

d with young Kunti’s faith-

gave her a powerful man-

tra by which she could summon any

deva (demigod) she chose. Curious

about the power of the mantra, she

tried to conjure up Surya, the de f
the sun. Suddenly, Su

; eautiful Prtha,” he said, “y

ing with the demigods cannot be
fruitless. Therefore, let me place my
seed in your womb so that you may
bear ason. I shall arrange to keep your
virginity intact, since you are still an
unmarried girl.”

As a result of their union, Karna
was born. Realizing that no one would
understand the nature of Karna’s birth,
and fearing the wrath of her parents,
Kunti arranged to put the child in a
basket of reeds and set it afloat in the
Yamuna, hoping that someone would
find her child and give him a good
home. A charioteer named Adhiratha
rescued the child and raised him.

MARRIAGE TO PANDU

When Kunti came of age, she mar-
ried Pandu, king of Hastinapura (now
Delhi), who had another wife, named
Madri. One day, while hunting in a for-
est, Pandu came upon two copulating
deer. Taking bow and arrow in hand,
he heartles almcd aml f ul But as
his arrows <
showu.d the

11L.kt,.n, PdIJL_iu de

va, the renounce

to commit suicide if he did so. Still,
without the ability to father children,
Pandu felt he could not rule. He knew

du and his wives
to their dilemma.
Finally, Kunti told Pandu and Madri
ved from
would call devas,
: e children in her womb.
Pandu would have divine children, and
the kingdom would be saved
First, Pandu asked her to call the
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for
other locations. Consult your local
Hare Krsna temple for the exact
dates for your area.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
prominent spiritual masters in His
disciplic succession.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 19-May 18)

MAY

4—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one
of Lord Caitanya’s principal
associates.

6—Beginning of Candana Yatra,
the festival of anointing Lord
Jagannatha with sandalwood
pulp for twenty-one days.

12—Appearance anniversary
of Stimati Sita Devi, consort of
Lord Ramacandra. Appearance
anniversary of Srimati Jahnava
Devi, consort of Lord Nitya-
nanda Prabhu. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Madhu
Pandita, a great devotee of
Lord Caitanya.

14—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

15—Rukmini Dvadasi, the
appearance anniversary of Sri-
mati Rukmini Devi, the consort
of Lord Krsna as Dvarakadisa,
the Lord of Dvaraka.

16—Disappearance anniversary
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of Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedi-
cated disciple of Srila Prabhu-
pada who helped him bring the
Rathayatra festival to the Western
world.

17—Nrsimmha Caturdasi, the
appearance anniversary of Lord
Nrsimhadeva, Lord Krsna’s half-
man, half-lion incarnation. Fasting
till dusk, followed by feasting.

18—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Puri, the
spiritual master of Lord Caitanya’s
spiritual master. Appearance an-
niversary of Srila Srinivasa Acarya,
a follower of the six Gosvamis

of Vrndavana. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Parames-

vara Purl, an associate of Lord
Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 19-June 16)

23— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Ramananda Raya, an inti-
mate associate of Lord Caitanya.

30—Trisprsa Maha-dvadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans for
Apara Ekadasi. Appearance anni-
versary of Srila Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura, the author of Sri Cai-
tanya Bhagavata, a biography on
Lord Caitanya.

JUNE

11—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana,

a prominent spiritual master in

the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya
(disciplic succession), and the
author of Govinda Bhasya, an
important commentary on the
Vedanta-sitra. Appearance anniver-
sary of Srimati Gangamata Go-
svamini, a prominent woman
spiritual master in the Gaudiya
Vaisnava sampradaya.

12—Pandava Nirjala Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains and beans.

14— Srila Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami'’s chipped-rice-and-
yogurt festival at Panihati.

Month of Vamana
(June 17-July 16)

17—Disappearance of Syam-
ananda Pandita, one of the
principal followers of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

27—Disappearance anniversary
of Srivasa Pandita, one of the prin-
cipal associates of Lord Caitanya.

28—Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

JULY

1—Disappearance anniversary

of Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one
of the principal associates of Lord
Caitanya. Also, disappearance
anniversary of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. Fasting till noon, then
feasting.

2—Gundica-marjana. Festival of
cleansing the Gundicha temple in
Jagannatha Puri, India.

3—[Lord Jagannatha’s Rathayatra
in Jagannatha Puri. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Svariipa
Damodara and Srila Sivananda
Sena, intimate associates of Lord
Caitanya.

12—Sayana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Sanatana Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrnda-

vana. First month of Caturmasya
begins (fasting from green leafy
vegetables).



deva Dharmaraja, and Yudhisthira was |

born. She then called for Vayu (air),
and Bhima was born. When she called
for Indra, the king of heaven, Arjuna
appeared in this world. Pandu wanted
Madri to have children too, and so,
using Kunti’s mantra, she gave birth to
twins, Nakula and Sahadeva.

Pandu died at an early age, and
Madri followed him, leaving Kunti to
care for the five children, known as the
Pandavas.

As the boys grew into manhood,
they trained as ksairiyas, members of
the warrior class. When their cousins
—the one hundred sons of Dhrtarastra,
known as the Kauravas—unlawfully
contended for the throne, the Panda-
vas showed patience and tolerance.
But when the Kauravas persisted, the
Pandavas could tolerate no more, and
the great Mahabharata war ensued.

On the eve of the war, Kunti real-
ized that any real danger to her five
sons would come from Karna, who
was as qualified as the Pandavas and
was fighting in the opposing army.
She therefore spoke to him, her first
child, telling him the truth of his birth,
which until then had been her secret.
She begged him to change affilia-
tion and fight on the side of his half-
brothers. But Karna refused to do
this on principle: he had vowed to
kill Arjuna.

Still, Karna swore that he would not
kill any of the other Pandavas. He tried
to console his mother by explaining
that if he or Arjuna died in battle, she
would still have five sons, the number

to which she had become accustomed. |

Naturally, as a mother, Karna’s words
hardly consoled her.

Only after the war, in which Karna
was slain, did Kunti reveal to the Pan-
davas the truth of Karna’s birth, and
she made them vow to give him a fit-
ting farewell. The shocked but victori-
ous Pandavas did what they could to
satisfy their grieving mother.

Though Queen Kunti endured poi-
gnant and heart-rending pain—the
curse of her husband, his early demise,
the death of her firstborn at his broth-
er’s hands, the secret of his identity,
which she had kept from her children
—she lived as an exemplary queen,
with honor, culture, and wisdom.

Although Queen Kunti was Lord

Krsna’s aunt, she knew that He was in
fact the Supreme Personality of God-

| head, she knew of His mission to rid

the earth of demoniac military powers
and establish righteousness (as ex-
plained in Bhagavad-gita 4.7-8), and
she knew that He would fulfill His mis-
sion through the Mahabharata war.
Kunti’s eloquent soliloquies in this
regard are recorded in scripture.

Krsna accomplished His purpose by
orchestrating the destruction of the evil
Kauravas and placing Yudhisthira on
the throne, allowing the Pandavas
many years of righteous rule.

His work done, Krsna prepared to
leave Hastinapura, adding to Queen
Kunti’s heartbreak. She approached
Krsna on His chariot and tried to per-
suade Him to stay with her and her
family, on the pretext of His protect-
ing the Pandava government from
vicious reprisals. In fact, though, it
was out of pure love that she wanted
Him to stay.

“Omy Lord,” she prayed, “are You
leaving us today, though we are com-
pletely dependent on Your mercy and
have no one else to protect us, now
when all kings are at enmity with us?”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.8.37)

Kunti proceeds to explain the phi-
losophy of Krsna consciousness. Her
prayers to the Lord have since become
famous, echoed by saintly persons in
the Vaisnava tradition throughout his-
tory. Rather than beseech the Lord for
mercy, to obliterate her pain or assuage

| her suffering, Kunti begs for repeated

miseries to befall her, assuring her of
the Lord’s company.

“My dear Krsna, Your Lordship has
protected us from poisoned cake, from
a great fire, from cannibals, from the
vicious assembly, from sufferings dur-
ing our exile in the forest, and from the
battle where great generals fought. . . .
I wish that all those calamities would
happen again and again so that we
could see You again and again, for
seeing You means that we will no
longer see repeated births and deaths.”
(1.8.24-25)

In Queen Kunti’s simple outpour-
ing of devotion, recorded in both the
Srimad-Bhagavatam and the Maha-

| bharata, one can find the essence of

Krsna conscious wisdom. Even in just
the two verses quoted above we see
dependence on the Lord, knowledge
of His identity as Krsna, and knowl-
edge of the soul and reincarnation.
Her single-minded devotion has served
as the ideal for devotees of Krsna
throughout history: “O Lord of Madhu
[Krsna], as the Ganges forever flows
to the sea without hindrance, let my
attraction be constantly drawn unto
You without being diverted to anyone

else.” (1.8.42) D

Satyardaja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to Back to Godhead. He has written
many books on Krsna consciousness.
He and his wife live in New York state.
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KRSNA’S NAME

(continued from page 9)

Hare Krsna will cleanse your men-
tal condition. Bhava-maha-davagni-
nirvapanam: as soon as you understand
yourself, then all problems—social,
political, economic, everything—will
be solved. Sreyah-kairava-candrika-
vitaranam: and gradually you shall re-
alize your transcendental life.

Your transcendental life is joyful.
Ananda-mayo "bhyasat. Thatis our na-
ture. We are hankering after joyful life,
but we do not know how to get it. Our
joyfulness is covered by our material
understanding. We have to remove the
material understanding; then again we
shall become joyful.

THE NEED FOR AUTHORITY

This movementis very scientific. We
have authoritative statements. You
cannot defy authority. From the be-
ginning of your life, when you were a
child, you asked your parents, “Mo-
ther, father, what is this?” You cannot
go even a step without authority. You
are governed by authority. You are
driving your car by authority. “Keep
to the right.” Why? Why don’t you
dety it?

We have to obey authority. But the
difficulty is, who is the authority? We
must learn who is actually the author-
ity. The authority is one who makes
no mistakes, has no illusion, does not
cheat, and whose senses are perfect.
That is the definition of authority. A
conditioned soul is sure to commit mis-

takes. However learned he may be,
however advanced he may be, he must
commit mistakes. Therefore it is said,
“To erris human.” And everyone must
be illusioned and have the propensity
to cheat.

Even a child wants to cheat. The
mother asks, “Oh, what is in your
hand?” The child says, “No, mother,
nothing,” although the mother can
see he has something. So the cheating
propensity is there.

And above all, your senses are im-
perfect. You are proud of your eyes: “1
want to see.” What can you see? If the
light is off, your seeing power is imme-
diately gone. If there is no sun, your
seeing power is gone. We can see only
under certain conditions; therefore our
power to see is imperfect.

You cannot get perfect knowledge
by imperfect senses, by speculative en-
deavor. You have to accept authority.
When you want to know who your
father is, the authority is your mother.
The mother says, “Here is your fa-
ther.” You have to accept. You cannot
do research. You mother is the final
authority on who your father is.

Similarly, we have to accept an au-
thority to get real knowledge. And if
the authority is not a conditioned soul,
if he is a liberated soul, if he is not a
cheater, if his senses are not imper-
fect, if he does not make any mistakes,
if he is not in illusion—if you receive
knowledge from that authority, then
your knowledge is perfect. That is the
process.

We have authoritative literature:

the Vedic literature. You can test it by
your reasoning, by your arguments, by
your philosophical talks—everything.
Religion without a philosophical basis,
without a scientific basis, is sentiment.
Religion based on philosophy and sci-
ence is right.

Bhagavad-gita is an authoritative
book. It nicely answers any question,
any inquiry, any doubt. For example,
in one place in the Bhagavad-gita Lord
Krsna says,

sarva-yonisu kaunteya
mirtayah sambhavanti yah

tasam brahma mahad yonir
aham bija-pradah pita

The Vedic literature says that there
are 8,400,000 species of life: aquatics,
plants, trees, worms, germs, birds,
beasts, and at last, the human species.
So Krsna says, “I am the seed-giving
father of all living entities.” If you can
understand this one verse, then you
can have some idea of universal broth-
erhood. If you want to have univer-
sal brotherhood, you must find the
center—the universal father.

Such questions and answers are
there in Bhagavad-gita. And we have
the education of the science of God:
Srimad-Bhagavatam. These books are
meant for human society. If you take
advantage of the knowledge imparted
in them and chant the Hare Krsna
mantra, you will see how your life im-
proves, how you become full of knowl-
edge, full of bliss, and how you advance
in your eternal life.

Thank you very much. 3

RUPA GOSVAMI
(continued from page 27)
piety, we continue suffering birth and
death in the material universe without
any true satisfaction of the soul.
These rare wise persons have a pre-
liminary understanding that they are
eternal spirit, not matter, and they de-
sire liberation from material suffering
by losing themselves in eternal spiri-
tual existence. With their rudimentary
knowledge, these spiritualists are in-
clined towards monism, or merging
with the Absolute Truth. There is an
eternal distinction between ourselves,
our knowledge of the Absolute Truth,
and the Absolute Truth itself. The mo-

nist makes futile attempts to dissolve
this distinction in favor of oneness,
then falls back in frustration to activi-
ties for material enjoyment.

Out of millions of wise persons, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu informed Rupa
Gosvami, it is difficult to find one who
has avoided the trap of monism to be-
come a pure devotee of Krsna, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead and the
origin of both material and spiritual ex-
istence. A primary quality of pure
devotees is that they are peaceful. They
are not agitated by desires for mate-
rial enjoyment or by the desire to
merge with the Supreme. Their only
wish is to serve Krsna. Depending on
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Krsna as a small child depends on its
parents, without expecting assistance
but always feeling protected, the devo-
tee is personally desireless.

THE CREEPER
OF DEVOTION

The platform of desireless devotion,
the summit of evolution, is the gift of
Krsna and His devotees. Lord Cai-
tanya informed Rupa Gosvami that
after wandering in the evolutionary
cycle from planet to planet all around
the universe, from animal and plant life
up to the stage of human wisdom and
back down over and over again, a liv-



ing entity by good fortune gets the
chance to meet a bona fide spiritual
master by the grace of Krsna. Lord
Krsna is situated in everyone’s heart,
and when He sees that the living en-
tity desires to return to Him, He sends
His empowered representative to of-
fer the living entity instruction in de-
votional service. The Supreme can be
known only by devotional service cul-
tivated under the guidance of an ex-
pert and authorized devotee. By the
mercy of Krsna one gets a bona fide
spiritual master, and by the mercy of
the spiritual master one gets Krsna.
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu likened
devotional service to a vine, or a cree-
per. Training under the spiritual mas-
ter in the methods and regulations of
devotional service is the seed of this
creeper. When one associates with
devotees, hears from one’s devotee

spiritual master, and chants the Hare |

Krsna mantra, the seed of devotion
sprouts in one’s heart. As one waters
the creeper of devotion by faithfully
serving the spiritual master and hear-
ing about Krsna from him, the creeper
expands so vigorously that it grows out
of the material universe into the spiri-
tual sky, reaching the planets of the
transcendental kingdom of God. On
the topmost spiritual planet the creeper
takes shelter of the lotus feet of Krsna
and produces fruits of love of God.
Sitting with Ripa Gosvami on the
bank of the Ganges at Dashashva-
medha Ghat, Lord Caitanya described
in detail how with watering, care, and
protection the living entity’s devotional
creeper continues to expand in the
spiritual world. Having surpassed the
material sky with its evolution of con-
sciousness in 8,400,00 species, the eter-
nal living entity undergoes a blissful
transcendental evolution through the
many ecstatic stages of love of God.

AN OCEAN OF NECTAR

After these detailed instructions |

Lord Caitanya concluded, “My dear

Rilpa, I have simply given a general de- |
scription of the science of devotion. |

You can consider how to adjust and
expand upon this. When one thinks of
Krsna constantly, one can reach the
shore of the ocean of transcendental
love by Lord Krsna’s mercy.”

Riipa Gosvami absorbed the ela-
borate descriptions of transcendental
love from Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
by His mercy, and twenty-eight years

later, in the year 1542, completed _

his definitive work on spiritual evolu-
tion entitled Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu,
or “The Ocean of the Nectar of De-
votional Service.” This great work
remained little known and far less un-
derstood, in India or the West, until
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada published a sum-
mary study of the work in 1970 as The
Nectar of Devotion.

The morning after completing His
teachings to Ripa Gosvami, Lord
Caitanya rose and prepared to leave
Prayaga and return to the city of Vara-
nasi. Riipa Gosvami begged to go with
Him, but the Lord ordered him to
continue on to Vrndavana.

“Later,” the Lord promised, “you

can travel from Vrndavana to Jagan-
natha Puri by way of Bengal and meet
Me again.”

Extremely distressed at losing the
Lord’s company, but eager to carry out
His mission, Ripa Gosvami watched
as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu boarded
the boat taking Him to Varanasi.

As Ripa and Anupama resumed
their journey to Vrndavana and Lord
Caitanya traveled down the Ganges to-
wards Varanasi, Sanatana Gosvami too
was nearing Varanasi, having escaped
from prison in Bengal. @

(In an upcoming issue we'll hear about
Lord Caitanya’s teachings to Sanatana
Gosvami.)

Mathuresa Dasa, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, has written many articles
for Back to Godhead and other publi-
cations. He and his wife and their four
children live in Alachua, Florida.
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UNIFYING AGENT
(continued from page 15)
verse goes on to say that such persons
confirm that the Absolute Truth is one.

But He’s realized in three phases.
Brahmeti paramatmeti bhagavan. iti
sabdyate. Brahman means His imper-
sonal all-pervasiveness, through His
effulgent energies; Paramatma or
Supersoul means His personal pres-
ence within the heart; and Bhagavan
means His overt personal presence
as the Supreme Personality of God-
head. So, these are different stages
of realization.

For instance, you go through differ-
ent stages in realizing the sun. In the
first stage, you experience the sun’s im-
personal effulgence all over the sky.
But that effulgence is not more impor-
tant than the sun globe—because it is
from the sun globe that the effulgence
is coming. So anyone will understand,
“This sunshine is not as important as
the sun globe.” And if you approach
the sun globe and penetrate into the
sun—if you have really got the scien-
tific power to go within the sun globe—
then you'll find there is a sun-god. That
information we get from Bhagavad-
gita. Imar vivasvate yogani proktavan
aham avyayam. Krsna says, “I first
taught this science of God realization
to Vivasvan, the sun-god.” So, there-
fore, behind the sunshine and the sun
globe there is a person. And why not
a person? Our imagination is not the
ultimate truth. We have to get infor-
mation from Krsna, and He explains
that behind these other manifestations
there is a person, the sun-god.

So, as far as sun realization is con-
cerned, there is a person—he’s sitting
there. Now, if we consider these differ-
ent stages one passes through in real-
izing the sun—sunshine, sun globe, and
sun-god—which is the most important?
Which is the most important?

Allen Ginsberg: The person, the globe,
or the sunshine?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Allen Ginsburg (laughing): I don’t
know.

Srila Prabhupada: Why don’t you
know? You cannot say which of these
three manifestations is the most impor-
tant? The sunshine, the sun globe, and
within the sun globe, the sun-god. Now,
which is the most important?

Allen Ginsberg: If we could apprehend
it in terms of person, the person.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Allen Ginsberg: But if we could appre-
hend it only in terms of the globe, then
the globe.

Srila Prabhupada: So that means your
own realization may extend only up to
the globe, but that realization is not
complete.

Allen Ginsberg: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: That realization is
not complete. You have to go further.
As we learn in the Upanisads, we
should pray, “O Lord, please withdraw
Your effulgence, so that I can see Your
true face.” Sri Isopanisad says this. You
will see it in $77 Isopanisad. The author,
Srila Vyasadeva, is praying, “Please
wind up this glaring effulgence of
Yours, so that I can see Your real face.”

So the Lord’s real face is there. And
in Bhagavad-gita Krsna says, brah-

mano hi pratisthaham: “This imper-
sonal Brahman effulgence is resting on
My personal existence.” And Brahma-
sambhita says,

yasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-koti-
kotisv asesa-vasudhadi vibhiiti-bhinnam
tad brahma niskalam anantam asesa-
bhutam
govindam adi-purusam tam aham
bhajami

“I worship Govinda, the primeval
Lord, who has great power. The im-
personal Brahman is simply the glow-
ing effulgence of His transcendental
form.” And so forth.

So this Brahman effulgence is noth-
ing but the effulgence emanating from
Krsna’s body. You see, Krsna has a very
powerful bodily effulgence. And within
that bodily effulgence, all creation has
manifested. Just as within the sun’s
effulgence all these planets are mov-
ing and all this vegetation is growing
—everything is existing within the sun-
shine—so, similarly, sarvam khalv idam
brahma: Everything is existing within
the brahmajyoti, Krsna’s effulgence.
And in the Bhagavad-gita Krsna says,
maya tatam idam sarvam jagad
avyakta-miirtina: “This impersonal
exhibition of this whole manifestation
—it is 1.” Mat-sthani sarva-bhitani:
“Everything existing is within Me.” But
na caham tesv avasthitah: “And yet 1
am not directly there.”

So we have to study everything in-
telligently. I want some intelligent per-
sons from America to study this great
science and share it with the whole
world. Then it will be nicely done.

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

PRONUNCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama™)
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Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 529665
Jaipur, Rajasthan — AB-95/96 Chanakya Marg, Nirman Nagar, 302019/ Tel. (0141} 389650 or
392437/ Fax: (0141) 360273/ E-mail: iskcon@ijp1.vsnl.netin
Katra, J.&K. — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991} 33047
Kurukshetra, H.5. — 368 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529
Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018
Madras — (see Chennai)
Madurai, T.N. — 37 Maninagaram Main Road, 625 001/ Tel. (0452) 746472
Mangalore, K.S. — Hare Krishna Center (ISKCON), Hillgrove (R), Lady Hill, Chilimbi,
Mangalore 6/ Tel. (0824) 450021 or 452626
Mayapur, W.B. — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@pamho.net
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Inokhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
Mumbai, Maharashira (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022} 620-6860/
Fax: (022} 620-5214/ E-mail: iskcon.juhu@pamho.net; guest.house. bombay@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 369-7228/
Fax: (022) 367-7941/ E-mail: radha.krsna.rms@pamho.net
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, Plot No 1, Abhayankar Nagar Petrol
Pump, Abhayankar Nagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 224180 or 224787
New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi}, behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P.0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail; ram.nam.gko@pamho.net
New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782
Noida, U.P. — B-40, Sector 56, 201301/ Tel. (0911) 858-3464/
E-mail: atmanivedana.lok@pamho.net
Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765
Pune, Maharashira — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

*

*

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar/ Tel. (06752) 23740
Puri, Orissa — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Sipasirubuli/ Tel. (06752) 24594/
E-mail: vanamali.jps@pamho.net
Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@pamho.net
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, W.B. — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/
E-mail: iskcon@dte.vsnl.net.in
Sri Rangam, T.N. — 93 Anna Mandapam Rd., A-1 Caitanya Apartments, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 765891 or 765516 or 773386
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@pamho.net
Tirupati, A.P. — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114/
E-mail: revathi.raman.jps@pamho.net
Udhampur, J.&K. — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada Nagar, 182 101/
Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Varanasi, U.P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., 221 001/ Tel. (0542) 362617
Vishakapatnam, A.P. — ISKCON, Plot 23, d. No. 50-119-3/1, Northern Extension Seethammadhara,
530 013/ Tel. (0891) 710748 or 528376/ E-mail; nitaisevini@hotmail.com
Vrindavana, U.P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Refi,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442596/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com; (Guesthouse:) ramamani@nde vsnl.net.in;
(Gurukula:) vgurukula@pamho.net
Warangal, A.P. — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506007/ Tel. (08712) 26182
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat (Hare Krishna Farm) — Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimgan
CGhamorshi, Maharashira — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, A.P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist.,, 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Indore, M.P. (Krishna-Balarama Mandir) — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel, (731) 572794
Karnataka (Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village) — Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)
Mayapur, W.B — (contact ISKGON Mayapur)
Vrindavan, U.P. — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P. E-mail: vrinda@aol.com
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta— 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE SRS/ Tel. (403) 439-9999/
E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca

Ditawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

4 Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave, Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/

E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net

+ Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby VV5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/

Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca
RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1AD, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail; devadeva@whkpowerlink.com

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com

Austin, Texas — 1810 San Gabriel St., 78701-1031/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: iskconaustin@cs.com

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the "0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceptions:
For Spain, the number to drop is the initial *9,” for Russia, “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

* New listing # Temples with restaurants or dining

o Revised listing
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4088 or 719-6738/
Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-boise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@aol.com
Chicago, llinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm@aol.com
Columbus, Ohio — 373 W, Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.achsp@pamho.net
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main 5t., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 288-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coslho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3847/ Fax; (808) 595-3433/
E-mail: iskcon-honolulu@iname.com
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: hktv@starmail.com
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 5201 The Paseo, 64110/
Tel. (816) 361-6167 or (300) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: rvc@rve.edu
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (949) 494-7029/ E-mail: tuka@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4809/
E-mail: nimainitai@acl.com
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 30034/ Tel. (310) 536-2676/
Fax: (310) 839-2715/ E-mail: nirantara@juno.com
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax. (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@pamho.net
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: kmkdas@aol.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003 (mail: P. 0. Box 2509, New York, NY 10009)/
Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vindavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 5. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4300/ Fax: (602) 705-4901/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Portland, Oregon — 2353 SE 54th Ave., Portland, OR 97215/ Tel. (503) 236-0417/
E-mail: portiand_krishna@hotmail.com
Queens, New York — 114-37 Lefferts Blvd., 11420/ Tel. & fax: (718) 848-3010/
E-mail: sunandanadas@hotmail. com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: stl@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500/
Fax: (619) 483-0841/ E-mail: newgovardhan@cs.com
San Jose, California — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (425) 391-3293/
Fax: (425) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQN Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax; (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 108), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/

E-mail: samik-rsi.achsp@pamho.net

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com

Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-3662 or 765-8155/
Fax: (301) 765-8157/ E-mail: btswami@ibm.net

Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 289-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. & fax: (904) 462-2017/

E-mail; alachua@pamho.net

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or 799-1354/

Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — P.0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3917/
E-mail: nrshingha@aol.com
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492 Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (30d) 845-5805/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
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E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 656-3531

Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuisine, 2106 SW 34th St,, 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (01232) 520530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 {0121) 420-4999

Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Road, Nailsea, BS19 1BN/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788

Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222) 831579

Cork, Ireland — Highland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road, Cork Gity/ Tel. (021) 552976/
E-mail: cork@pamho.net

Coventry, England — Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands (mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 38Z)/
Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/ E-mail: haridas.kds@pamho.net

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 834526/ E-mail; 106225.2716@compuseve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax; +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@pamho.net

Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold 5t., Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708-9400/
E-mail: liverpool@iskcon.net

Landon, England (city) — 9/10 Soho St., W1V 5DA/ Tel. +44 (0171} 437-3662; (residential/pujaris/
shop:) 439-3606; office, 437-5875; Govinda's Restaurant, 437-4928/
Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127/ E-mail: london@pamho.net

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 8EZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail: bhaktivedanta.
manor@pamho.net; (for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@pamho.net

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4256
or 654-3138

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/ E-mail: krishna.dharma@pamho.net

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 {0191) 272-1911

Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, Devon, PLE SHX/ Tel (01752) 776708/
E-mail: dhirasanta@pamho.net

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA/ Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inisrath Island, BT92 9GN, Co.
Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682/ E-mail: 105400.2653@compuserve.com

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manar)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WOE 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 805-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01} 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect i

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fax: (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@flinders.edu.au
Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooraopilly), OLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brisbane@bbt.se
Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/
Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/ Fax: +61 (03) 9650-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskcon.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102}, Bayswater, WA 6053)/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@bbt.se
Sydney — 180 Falcon 5t., North Sydney, NSW 2060 {mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax: +61 (052) 887309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt. View Rd. near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley 5t., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govindas, 1st Floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
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Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@pamho.net
Melbourne — Crossways, 15t Floor, 123 Swanston 5t., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 8650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 133 Swanston St., VICG 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 8650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perth@pamho.net
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Lahasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@bbt.ce
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax; +673 663039/
E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Port Moreshy, Papua New Guniea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Bax 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@pamho.net
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7Y miles, Samabula (mail; P.0. Box 2183,
Gov.'t Bldgs.)/ Tel: +679 393 599/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, Civic House (1st Floor), 231 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christchurch, NZ — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035
Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/
E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphins FNPF Place, Victaria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./
Tel. +#679 312295/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

EUROPE (partial list)*

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaeristraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/
E-mail: amsterdam@pamho.net

Barcelona — Plaza Relal 12 Entlo 2, 0B002 / Tel. +34 (09) 302-5194

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, {da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705/
E-mail: villagio.hare krsna@hbt.se

Berlin — Cuvrystrasse 1, 10997/ Tel. & fax: +49 (030) 536 98789/ E-mail: hariballabha hks@bbt.se

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, 1028 11/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail:100263.3167@compuserve.com

Copenhagen (Hillerad) — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/ Fax: +45 4828-7331/
E-mail: dk.community@pamho.net

Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770/ Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634-7731/
E-mail: austria@pamho.net

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (1Il krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (9) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (9) 694-9837/
E-mail: krishna@saunalahti.fi

Lishon — Rua Dona Estafania 91 B/C, 1000/ Te/. & fax; +351 (01) 314-0314/
E-mail: nitaitrade@mail telepac.pt

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 26004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096

Dslo — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 rue du docteurJean Vaquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. & fax: +33 (01) 4303-0851/
E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@pamho.net

Prague — Jilova 290, Praha 5-Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 or -0401/
Fax; +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail; prague@pamho.net

Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Campo de’ Fiori 27, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660

Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926/
Fax: +32 (0B6) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@pamho.net

Stockholm — Fridhemsoatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax; +46 (08) 650-881

Vienna — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170/ Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/
E-miail: vienna@pamho.net

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/Fax; +48 (022) 750-8249/
E-mail: warsaw@pamho.net

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: syamananda.sns@pamho.net

RURAL COMMUNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Qublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 34118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Haly (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Comunale Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (949) 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@pamho.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/ Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Narre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Heidelberg — Vegethali Restaurant, Mittelbad gasse 3, D-63117/ Tel. +49 (06221) 168678

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

0slo — Krishna's Guising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel. +43 {01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev— ul. Menjinskogo, 21-h., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944/ E-mail: kiev@pamho.net
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh., 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 69)/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249
Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pronto.pamho.net
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. 4977 (01) 371743/
Fax: +977 (01) 416996 (Attn: 1SKCON)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar.jps@pamhao.net
Manila, Philippines — 92 Ghampagnat Rd., Marikina Heights, Conception, Marikina City
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo (Subarhu Building)/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9147 or -3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/
Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com

Geargetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail; gurumanl@ecua.net.ec

#+ Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe

Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F, 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@pamho.net
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — (contact ISKCON Teresopolis: GP 92430, Varzea, CEP 25951 970/
Tel. +55(021) 262-8208/ E-mail: rasananda.swami@pamho.net)
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780739
Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, GEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686, Accra North

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 {021) 686-8233/ E-mail; cape.town@pamho.net

Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@pamho.net

Johannesburg, South Africa — 7971 Capricon St. (Entrance on Nirvana Dr.), Ext. 9, Lenasia
(mail: P.0. Box 926, Lenasia, 1820)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975 or 852-3176/
Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/ E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com

Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajaoo Estate 7/8 Bus stop, International
Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169/

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28346)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 686-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hki@bow.intnet. mu

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., 6000

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global co.za

RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

J New listing @ Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing

=The full list appears in the Jan/Feb and Jul / Aug issues.
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Srila Prabhupada’s Blessings

READING DAMODARA Dasa’s memoir about
Srila Prabhupada makes me wish I’d been
there. But my time came later, in 1974. My head
bowed to the floor in the San Francisco temple,
I looked up briefly and saw, just inches away,
Srila Prabhupada’s feet in rust-colored socks
gliding by. He had come for the annual Ratha-
yatra festival. The next day, dancing onstage,
arms raised high, he inspired ten thousand
souls to joyfully sing out the names of Krsna.

Most of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples had
little opportunity for personal audience with
him. We didn’t expect it. He would say that to
be with him didn’t require physical proximity.
If we followed his instructions, we would feel
his presence.

The Vedas say that the company of great
souls opens the door to liberation. Though Srila
Prabhupada has left this world, we have un-
limited access to him. He’s here in dozens of
books and thousands of hours of recorded
lectures and conversations, in video images
and photographs. From the spiritual perspec-
tive, these are identical with Srila Prabhupada
himself.

I cherish the priceless moments when I was
in Srila Prabhupada’s presence. Still, I under-
stand that getting his blessings is more impor-
tant than being with him. When asked for his
blessings, Srila Prabhupada would say that they
were available in the form of his instructions,
especially in his books. Whether or not we had
Prabhupada’s personal association, if we take
his instructions to heart we’ll reap their full
benefit: love for Krsna.

Getting the blessings of the spiritual mas-
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ter is sometimes referred to as “receiving the
dust of his lotus feet.” The spiritual master’s
feet are called “lotus” because just as a lotus
sits above the water, the spiritual master, un-
touched by the material energy, lives in the
world but is not part of it.

A disciple once asked Srila Prabhupada
what we mean when we say that the spiritual
master is not an ordinary man. Srila Prabhu-
pada had just been disparaging atheistic sci-
entists and philosophers, and he replied, “He
is not moved by the rascal scientist.” Scrip-
tures and self-realized spiritual teachers of the
past, not the ever-changing views of popular
leaders, guide the spiritual master.

Bowing to the lotus feet of the spiritual
master (figuratively or literally) is a sign of
humility, which is essential for spiritual life.
Humility is closely tied to faith. With faith and
humility we approach a spiritual master whom
we accept to be greater than us in spiritual
knowledge and realization.

Like many others, I had little problem ac-
cepting Srila Prabhupada in that way. He was
a spiritual teacher with more to say about
God—both in quantity and quality—than any-
one I had ever heard. And he so clearly lived
an ideal spiritual life. His devotional service
to the Lord never stopped. He barely slept, so
intent was he on spreading Krsna’s glories.

Ultimately, the spiritual master is above the
world because He sits at the lotus feet of Krsna.
By following Srila Prabhupada’s instructions,
we can also get Krsna’s shelter. From the van-
tage point of Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet, we
can see the spiritual world.—Nagardja Dasa



.M.'Y - Memorios of

: j. My Memories
GLORIOUS . My Glorious Master ; S Prabhm - Of Srila Prabhupada
MASTER . by Bharijana Dasa. g% — by Bhakti Vikasa Swami.

Remembrancas af Prabhupdda’s Hercy
O Fdlan e

“Whatever bliss we experi-

- enced in the ‘Prabhupada

- Days’ can be had again.”
Bhakti Vikasa Swami
captures the mood of the

' times in his memoirs of life
as a new disciple. 150 pages.

- Softbound, $5.95

Vignettes capture the spirit
of the Hare Krsna movement
during the late 60s and 70s
and reveal Srila Prabhupada
‘as a most glorious master.
416 pages. Hardbound,

- $19.95; softbound, $15.95

ll—

Bhirijann Dasa

Bhakti Vikasa Swami

e
i I
E Remembering il
~ Prabhupada Appreciation : L SﬂlaDPYaghupﬁdfl e
— by Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami e — by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami. —
i Expiorr)es oty fcets of PRABHUPADA This verse rendition of Srila —r]
appreciating Prabhu- Aprecanon ‘ IPra?hupada—liImeta is f" e o |
pada through his teachings, ‘%} ' glorification of Prabhupada’s A
purports, letters, lectures, _: life and teachings. [tisa ———
and SRl 267 pages‘ Satsvariipa disa Goswarmi mOVing account th?lt iI"lVO;.(ES 3 ::J
Softbound. $13.95 his presence in the heart G
of the reader. Revised 1991. S
438 pages. Softbound, $15.95 =r—
Srila Prabhupada Is Coming! _ Prabhupﬁda_Nectt'ir ==
-~ by Mahamaya Devi Dasi. - — by Satsvarupa Dasa Sl
Recounting her early days in - Goswami.Thousands of el
ISKCON in India and the States, CRCOURLSES bet.wee.n -—
Mahamaya reveals the feel of the P.rab.hupada and his = —
times from a woman’s point FIISCIpy.ES have resulted ——
of view. She attended many of in an incomparable

Prabhupada’s evening meetings collection of anecdotes

while serving as personal servant
to his sister Pishima. 280 pages.
Hardbound. $14.95

. and memories. Five
volumes now reprinted
| as one. 486 pages.

. Hardbound, $17.95

Acarya — Compiled
by Sesa Dasa. A medi-
tation on the twenty-
six qualities of a
devotee. A short
quotation and a photo-
graph accompany

each of the qualities.
75 pages. Hardbound,
$29.95

: 0 1

Call for details: 1-800-800-3284
Qutside US and Canada: 1-336-871-2620

o
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Books

- India — by John Howley
(Jada Bharata Dasa).

A wonderful travel guide for
Vaisnavas to explore the rich
spiritual treasures of India.
Details on temples, forts,

. palaces, beaches, parks, etc.,
' with practical information on
hotels, restaurants, and health.,
Softhound, 1,093 pages,

over 155 maps. $17.95

(Ds GTapes

ffi Bmhmr}

Sri Prema Bhakti-candrika,
The Moonrays of Loving Devotion
—— by Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura
 Mahasaya. Narottama wrote in a simple
Bengali style for the common masses

- to understand. This book contains the

essence of the teachings of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta

(RSIAR

|
l

i
L

Sarasvati Thakura instructed all his
disciples to read Svi Prema Bhakti-candrika
daily. Seftbound, 180 pages. $7.95

AR

L

|

—

! _ ' . Shri Pushpanjali
":;qew_v;,rk Temple K ceans , P !W{/ : M : — by Shri Patita Payana das.
-— S S S ' MW ' - This book could be aptly titled,
B i ek Ot ~ “The Preacher’s Handbook.”

Major points of Gaudiya Vaisnava
philosophy are offered in a fictional
dialogue between two friends
reunited after years of searching
for the truth. Softbound,

Shri Patita Pavant das - 150 pages. $9.95

Mahatma Das

The Best of Mahatma Das — CD $14 95
Sri Brahma-Sambhita & Sri Isopanisad Sarvabhauma Sataka
— CD $14.95, tape $6.95 i Sarvabhagma Bhattacarya composed
: one hundred verses in glorificaton of

PIeLAna b Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who said,

Rl st ohenadion . CD ik 78 “Anyone who hears or recites the
g;ﬁgd;zka{}?ft}a: é]? $$ 11:9955 tape $6.95 verses composed by you will develop

et Iz : ~unflincing faith and devotion unto
Hovboll svewi 2 S Dt 8.9, B $5°.95  Me. These verses will become famous
New York Kirtanas

) : as the Sarvabhauma Sataka, or Sarva-
Namanrita— CD $14.95 o bhauma's one hundred verses.” 124

Sankirtana Yajna — CD $14.95 pages; includes index of verses. $7.95
Kirtan Bliss— CD $14.95




Facing Death: Welcoming :
ECLEORUIEEEE  The Afterlife — by Stephen Knapp. S-” (K IN([ N S];
Welcoming the Afterlife 1 ]

Death and dying are a very real part of
life. The author writes in a concise
manner about the death experience and
how it can be a spiritually rewarding
journey. Softbound, 97 pages. $6.95

A Writer of Pieces:

Every Day Just Write, Vol. 4

— by Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami.
“As my life is lived in moments, so

Spiritual Scents: Naga

Raj, Golden Champa, 1
Gopinath, Padma, Abhay e
Flora. 20-gram packets :

e

my writing is written in individual
stabs at the truth.” Softbound,

|

sy (about 20 sticks), $1.95 -
per pack; 5 packs or more, oy
$1.75 ea.; 10 packs or ——
Pada-Sevanam, Meditations more, $1.50 ea.
On the Lotus Feet and Hands ==
Of Their Lordships — compiled _ Gour D‘ham:. Our mc.lst —r
by Isvara Dasa. Descriptions, e
Y ‘ b : incense from India. Rose, ——
) texts, and illustrations explain the Mot Apar Ariber =1
PotcFoct markings on the hands and feet T e 7
And Hands of Krsna, Radharani, Lord _Cai_tanya, i é a I‘f‘lat 5 Mk i ::_:‘i
] ]i()rd Nityananda, and Advaita ]asmin’e, Kewn, ’Kesar Y e
Acarya. This is a wonderful medita- Cherdon, Fiidous, Heeng, e
tion, based on excerpts from various
Vedic scriptures. Softbound, gﬁ;;??ﬁ;biﬁi:: léne —)
79 pages. $7.95 pack (20 sticks), $1.25; et
5-19 packs, $.95 ea.; 20 |
packs or more, $.75 ea. —_
Subscribe to Back to Godhead Magazine | i SaiFlom Fluxe: e
- One fragrance. 10 extra- e o |

thick long-burning sticks

Give a sub- per 25-gram packet. $2.95
scription ... ea.; 50-gram packet, $4.95
for your family, Krishna: Musk, Special
for your friends, Rose, Saffron, Jasmine,
Prema, Raj Laxmi, Prabhu
or for yourse_lﬂ Darshan, Vrindavan Flower,
One year (6 issues) Sandalwood, Everest. Sold in
isonly $17.95. 10-pack variety (1 of each

Canada: $20.95 (Canadian dollars). Other countries: | fragrance), 15 sticks per

packet, $9.95; 3 or more
$26.95 (US funds only, and payable on a US bank). 10-packs, $7.95 ea.

Call to order: 1-800-800-3284 [OiE»



Wooden Murtis
Approximately 5! -
tall. Each $9.95 =

ry— /ooden "N§
=T Book Stand %
— 14.5"x ?pj"uwhen
folded. $9.95
o
'_'.::: - ' Japa Beads
— i __ Approximately 36".
CADs - 'Karatz'_lla-s Tulasi wood, $9.95
=" Medium, $11.95 ~ Neem wood, $3.95
i : Small, $8.95
i 2 il faas S bt el e S e e e i
= | : |
— 1 DBIGService Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar 1
—_— || b0, Box 255, Sandy Ridee; NG 27046, USA « (800) 8003284 1
| Outside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641 |
N =l | E-mail: archives@earthlink.net = Web: www.kisna.com |
:“:: ; Please send me: ; Qty. - Amount :
l |
I |
| |
| I
| Payment method: Subtotal |
| O Check / money order S/H (min. $3.50)" —— |
| DG de rata Amt, enclosed |
| Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. (US funds only.) For subsecrip- {
| tions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit |
| cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover. |
|  Name j Tel. |
| Address Apt. | Bead Bags '
| City State Zip | High-quality bead bags in assorted colors
| Cardno. Exp. | and fabrics for men and women.
| Signature | Hari Nama bag in white, yellow,
[ *Mainland USA please add minimum of $3.50 or 10% of order value. | or saffron, $6.95
| Orders outside USA add 30% of order value. l Women's eyelet fabric with pOCkCt, $6.95
ElEmie ke e e e e i R e S e B e i Men’s high-quality bag, $6.95



Vedic Thoughts

In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna
unequivocally declares that He is
the Supreme Absolute Truth and that
it is the duty of everyone
to render Him loving devotional service.
The Bhagavad-gita was revealed
for the sole purpose of explaining
these two principal points.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada
Renunciation Through Wisdom, p. 46

*

The highest devotion is attained by
slow degrees by the method of constant
endeavor for self-realization with the help
of scriptural evidence, theistic conduct,
and perseverance in practice.

Lord Brahma
Brahma-sambhita 5.59

L 2

Devotional service to Lord Krsna
is performed when the heart no longer
desires any material benefit
to be obtained in this life or the next.
This is freedom from the bonds of karma.

Gopala-tapant Upanisad 1.14
L 2

The Personality of Godhead, Visnu,
is the Absolute Truth, whose lotus feet
the demigods are always eager to see.
Like the sun-god, He pervades everything
by the rays of His energy. He appears
impersonal to imperfect eyes.

Rg Veda 1.22.20

Lord Krsna’s chest is the abode
of the goddess of fortune.

His moonlike face is the drinking vessel
for eyes which hanker after all
that is beautiful. His arms are the
resting places for the administrative
demigods. And His lotus feet
are the refuge of pure devotees
who never talk or sing of any subject
except His Lordship.

. Stta Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.11.26

¢

It is true that by practicing
restraint of the senses by the yoga system
one can get relief from the disturbances
of desire and lust, but this is not
sufficient to give satisfaction
to the soul, for this satisfaction
is derived from devotional service to
the Personality of Godhead.

1 Narada Muni
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.6.35

L 2

With the dust of My devotees’
lotus feet I desire to purify
the material worlds, which are situated
within Me. Thus, I always follow
the footsteps of My pure devotees,
who are free from all personal desire,
rapt in thought of My pastimes,
peaceful, without any feelings of enmity,
and of equal disposition everywhere.

' Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.14.16

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kudiir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.



Schedule for North America

~ June 10: New York City Rathayatra (Chariot Festival)
June 16-18: Atlanta Rathayatra and Panihati Festival
June 24-25: New Jersey Rathayatra
July 3—-4: Washington, D.C., Rathayatra
July 8-9: Montreal Rathayatra
July 15-16: Toronto Rathayatra
July 29-30: Los Angeles Rathayatra
August 6: San Francisco Rathayatra
August 12-13: Vancouver Rathayatra =
August 22: Vancouver Janmastami (Sri Krsna’s
Appearance Day) e
August 23: Vancouver Vyasa Piija (Srila Prabhupada’s
_ Appearance Day)
September 2-4: Seattle Rathayatra

NOTE: Some of these dates have not yet been confirmed,
including the one for Los Angeles. For more information, get in
touch with the Hare Krsna center in the city where the festival
will be held, or write to Festival of India, P. O. Box 108, Sandy
Ridge, NC 27046, USA. '



