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Letters

Living with Love

I wish to thank you and the special
person who faithfully sends me your
magazine. There are many books and
journals in the marketplace. Yours is
the one I save, the one I pick up first
if I have a few minutes, and the one
that nourishes my mind and heart.

[ met some devotees several years
ago when they came to see me as
clients. I am a naturopathic doctor. I
was impressed by their gentle manner
and humble outlook on life. They re-
minded me of how my grandmother
taught me as a child. I soon found
that many of our beliefs are similar.

I believe you have greatly assisted
in the spiritual healing of the earth
and its people. We are learning how
to live at peace and with love as the
world becomes more violent every
day. The devotees are seen every-
where giving a friendly sharing love
and message to all passersby. They
always have a welcoming smile.

Lois I. Weeks, N.D.
Tylertown, Mississippi, USA

Shining with Krsna’s Light

Thank you for sending me your beau-
tiful magazine. Between BTG and
the books I receive from ISKCON
Prison Ministry, even the darkness of
a prison is able to shine with Krsna’s
light. If it wasn’t for this I would be
trapped in the endless cycle of vio-
lence and anger my life had seemed
to run. Through the mercy I receive
from Krsna—through your magazine
and ISKCON Prison Ministry—
Krsna has truly saved my life.

Bhakta Tainoel Araraya

Somerset, Pennsylvania, USA

In-Touch Priests

Mihir Upadhyaya [Letters, July/Aug-
ust] complains that ISKCON priests
are out of touch with reality, but he
seems to be the one out of touch. A
good number of temple priests do not
“have nothing else to do in life but to
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live at the temple and pray to God.” In
the Houston ISKCON temple, for in-
stance, all priests are financially inde-
pendent working people. The temple
supports no one. Yet these priests have
families, raise children, and pay taxes,
while following standard spiritual prac-
tices, doing piija, teaching Sastra, distri-
buting free prasadam, preaching, and
building a new temple. In addition,
they are counselors for many congre-
gation members and colleagues in the
work place. They are very much in
touch with reality.

Perhaps as a student Mr. Upa-
dhyaya has not yet encountered the
harsh reality of material life: death,
AIDS, diseases, teen pregnancies, do-
mestic violence, mental disorders, drug
and alcohol addiction, divorce or
parental separation, job insecurities or
losses, single mothers working two jobs
and raising kids. These are what tem-
ple priests face regularly, because the
public comes to them with their prob-
lems. Lest he think that these problems
are uncommon among the Hindus, let
me say that our congregation is
primarily Hindu.

If we let things be, instead of
preaching and living the ideals the
sastras recommend, the substandard
will become the standard. Perhaps it’s
a sign of Kali-yuga that students, who
are supposed to be idealistic, recom-
mend substandards. Do they have to
come face to face with real calamities,
like the older generation, before they
realize that they’re indeed illusioned?
If Mr. Upadhyaya still doubts that it is
possible to live in the real world the
way we recommend and live, we invite
him to come live with us and give
it a try.

Guru-bhakti Devi Dasi
(Hansa B. Medley, MD)
ISKCON Houston

Personal Articles Best

I just wanted to compliment your staff
for one of the nicest BT'Gs I have read
lately (Sept./Oct.). All the articles are
very well written and easy to under-



stand. I remember over the past years
since I became a devotee many ups and
downs of BTG. Although BTG has
been the best spiritual magazine ever
for all time, I have my own prefer-
ences. I like the personal articles about
everyday Krsna conscious experiences.
People can relate to the simple realiza-
tions and how a devotee overcame the
difficulties of living in the world of
matter by becoming Krsna conscious.

Pavamana Dasa

San Diego, California, USA

Useful for Newcomers

We received the latest BTG (Sept./Oct.)
with great delight. We wanted to
express our appreciation for the new
direction of the magazine. It is full of
philosophy and information useful for
newcomers. The book distributors in
our temple were so inspired with the
spirit pervading the latest issue that we
will now include BTG with the books
we distribute daily.

Jaya Sacinandana Dasa

ISKCON Seattle

No Better Gift

I have been reading BTG magazine for
over four years, and one of the many
good things that I have noticed is that
so consistently you have maintained the
standard of this wonderful magazine.
All my respects go to Srila Prabhupada
for starting this magazine and to all
those devotees who have been and will
be involved in maintaining it.

When time comes to give someone a
gift, I can’t think of a better gift than a
subscription of BTG. @

Rahul Kunderan
Parsippany, New Jersey, USA

Please write us at: BTG, PO. Box 430,
Alachua, FI 32616, USA. Or: BTG,
33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. Phone: (022) 618-1718. E-mail:
editors@bbt.se

WELCOME TO OUR
~ SPECIAL
MAYAPUR EDITION

On the banks of the Ganges in
Mayapur, West Bengal, a region
of tree-shaded villages and fertile
1 § farmland, the Hare Krsna move-
ment is planning to build a spiri-
tual city, centered on a temple
that will last a thousand years.

Mayapur is where Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
the incarnation of Lord Krsna for this age, appeared
five hundred years ago. Lord Caitanya’s chief asso-
ciate, Nityananda Prabhu, predicted that a wonder-
ful temple would rise in Mayapur to inspire the
whole world to serve Lord Caitanya.

In 1977, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of the Hare
Krsna movement, laid the cornerstone for the
Mayapur temple, which he named “The Temple of
the Vedic Planetarium.” Besides Deities, the temple
will include a planetarium showing the universe
as described in the Vedic literature. The Mayapur
Project will also include a city for up to fifty thou-
sand residents and pilgrims, as well as many
programs to benefit the people of the region.

Srila Prabhupada showed great enthusiasm for
the Mayapur Project, and now a group of his follow-
ers is making steady progress in fulfilling his vision.
With this issue of Back to Godhead, we invite you
to take part in building a temple for the next
millennium.

Hare Krsna.

—Nagaraja Dasa, Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from illusion,
spirit from matter, the eternal from the temporary.

s To expose the faults of materialism.

» To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques of
spiritual life.

= To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

» To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of
God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

e To help every living being remember and serve
Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness






CAITANYA
MAHAPRABHU

Radha and Krsna Combined

A lecture in Mayapur, India, on March 25, 1975
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

vande gurin isa-bhaktan
Sam isavatdarakan

lat-prakasams ca tac-chakiih
krsna-caitanya-samjiiakam

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the
spiritual masters, the devotees of the
Lord, the Lord’s incarnations, His plenary
portions, His energies, and the primeval
Lord Himself, Sti Krsna Caitanya.”

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi1.1)

served by Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, who com-
posed one hundred verses praising the glories of
Lord Caitanya. But because Caitanya Mahaprabhu
was playing the part of a devotee, He threw away the
verses. “Oh, this is not for Me.” That was Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s humbleness. '

But the devotees know that Sr1 Caitanya Maha-
prabhu is Krsna Himself: mahaprabhu Sri-caitanya,
radha-krsna nahe anya.” Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is
none other than Radha and Krsna combined.” In the
beginning there was Krsna; then Krsna divided into
two—Radha and Krsna. And then They again com-
bined. That combination is Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

The conclusion of the Gosvamis, Lord Caitanya’s

I ORD CAITANYA IS KRSNA Himself. That was ob-

leading disciples, is that Krsna is one.
There is no rival for Krsna. God is one:
ekarm brahma dvitiyar nasti. There can-
not be many Gods.

When God, or Krsna, wants to enjoy,
He expands His pleasure potency, and
that potency is Radharani. As the sastra
[scripture] states, Sakti-saktimatayor
abhedah: *“There is no difference between
the energy and the energetic.” Sakti
means “potency,” and Sakfimat means
“one who possesses potency.” So Radha
and Krsna are equal. There is no difference between
Them.

The sun is a good example. The sun is the power-
ful, and the sunshine is the power. So there is heat in
the sun, and there is also heat in the sunshine. There

| is light in the sun, and there is light in the sunshine

also. Therefore, as far as heat and light are concerned,
the sun and the sunshine are qualitatively one. But
the temperature of the sun and the temperature of
the sunshine are different. So there is a quantitative
difference.

That is the basic principle of Lord Caitanya’s phi-
losophy: acintya-bhedabheda. Acintya means “in-
conceivable,” bheda means “difference,” and abheda
means “nondifference.” This describes the whole

Left: Lord Caitanya reveals His identity as Radha-Krsna to Srila Ramananda R aya.
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The guru does not think he is Krsna,
but he collects the devotional services of his
disciples and offers them to Krsna.

situation: there is one God, but He has
expanded Himself in many ways (eko
bahu syam). And these expansions are
all one with Him and at the same time
different from Him.

The acintya-bhedabheda philoso-
phy is described here in the first verse
of Caitanya-caritamrta. Krsna Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu expands Himself
as guran, the spiritual masters. The
spiritual master is directly Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. Saksad-dharitvena
samasta-sastrair uktah: “In all the sas-
tras the guru is accepted as Krsna.” So
when you offer your devotion and
respects to the guru, you offer them
to Krsna. The guru does not think he
is Krsna, but he collects the devotion-
al services of his disciples and offers
them to Krsna. That is the process.

We cannot approach Krsna directly;
we must approach Him through the
guru. Tasmad gururm prapadyeta jijiia-
suh sreya uttamam. The injunction of

a guru who can accept the disciple’s
service and transfer it to the Supreme
Person. Therefore one’s first offering
is to the guru—vande gurin.

THE BUSINESS
OF THE GURU

The guru’s business is to canvass on
behalf of the Supreme Lord. In the
Bhagavad-gita [18.66] Krsna says,
sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam
saranam vraja: “Give up all material
engagements and just surrender unto
Me.” In the material world we have
created so many so-called duties. This
is our disease. Sociology, communism,
nationalism, internationalism, this
“ism,” that “ism”—many, many duties
we have created. But they are all ma-
terial. Therefore, out of His causeless
mercy Krsna descends to teach us our
real duty.

e @ o

Human life is meant for one thing:
athato brahma-jijiasa—to inquire
about the Supreme Absolute Truth.
But instead of doing that, people have
created so many “isms.” That is their
misfortune. In this human life, nature
gives us the opportunity to inquire
about the Absolute Truth. We have
the intelligence to inquire in this way,
whereas the cats and dogs do not. The
trees, the plants, the aquatics, the ani-
mals, the beasts, the uncivilized men
—out of 8,400,000 species of life, only
the civilized men can inquire into the
Supreme Absolute Truth. It is such a
rare opportunity.

Because we are part of God, natu-
rally we have the qualities of God in
minute quantity. But on account of our

| material association, those qualities are

now covered by various designations.
This is our material disease.
When a piece of gold is covered by

[ dirt, it does not exhibit the qualities of
the $astra is that one should approach

gold. Similarly, because we are covered
by our material designations, we are
not exhibiting our godlike qualities.
Actually, we are small Krsnas—very
small. Because we are part of Krsna,
we are of the same quality. But that
quality is now covered, and the cover-
ing is given various names—socialism,
communism, and so on. “I am Indian.”
“l am American.” “I am Hindu.” “I am
Muslim.” “I am white.” “I am black.”
All these designations cover our real
nature as servants of Krsna. It is the
business of the guru to clear up these
designations, these dirty things.
Therefore we first offer our respects
to the guru, because he is the agent of
Krsna. Krsna says, “Give up all desig-
native dharmas and surrender to Me.
That is your real dharma.” But Krsna
does not force us. And even upon the
request of Krsna we do not give up our
designations. Krsna said, “Surrender to

I Me,” but except for the Pandavas and
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a few other devotees, practically no
one took His order seriously.

UNADULTERATED KRSNA

That was five thousand years ago,
so what to speak of today? Now so
many scholars speak on the Bhagavad-
gita, but without stressing Krsna. That
is their business. These demons are
teaching Bhagavad-gita without Krsna!
Nobody says what Krsna wants: sarva-
dharman parityajya mam ekam sara-
narm vraja. Krsna wants that everyone
simply surrender to Him, but these so-
called scholars misinterpret His words
in various ways and divert people’s
attention most foolishly.

Many of you have come from West-
ern countries. So for at least the last
two hundred years Bhagavad-gita has
been popular in Europe and America,
at least among scholars and theoso-
phists and theologians. But nobody has
understood Krsna. Thatis the problem.
But for the last, say, five or ten years,
because we have presented Krsna as
He is, it has become very easy for you
to understand Him. Unadulterated
Krsna. Before this, everything pre-
sented about Krsna was adulterated.
Therefore, there was no effect.

So if you push on this movement by
presenting unadulterated Krsna, it will
go on. And as soon as you adulterate
Krsna, it will not go on. It will not be
effective.

You may be a very good scholar
or politician, this or that, but you’ll
never understand what Krsna is. As
Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita [7.25],
naham prakasah sarvasya yoga-maya-
samavrtah: “I do not reveal Myself to
everyone, being covered by My illusory
energy.” In other words, if you pollute
Krsna, He will never be revealed to
you. By the grace of Krsna you have

| taken shelter of His lotus feet. It is a



great fortune for you. So do not adul-
terate Krsna. That is my request. Try
to understand Krsna as He is.

And to help us understand and
approach Krsna, Krsna Himself ap-

peared as Sti Krsna Caitanya Maha- |

prabhu. His life and teachings are de-
scribed in the Caitanya-caritamria.
Caitanya means “spiritual, living.”
Since Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna,
that means Krsna is the supreme
living force.

We reject the so-called scientific
theory that life has come from chemi-
cals. We have engaged our scientist stu-
dents in proving that life does not come
from matter but rather from the Su-
preme Spirit, Krsna. Already one stu-
dent has written a small book, The
Scientific Basis of Krsna Conscious-
ness, and we are soon going to publish
another book. What is the title?
Devotee: Life Comes From Life.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Life comes
from life. That is a fact. These so-called
scientific theories that life comes from
matter are all foolish.

We have all experienced what is liv-
ing force and what is dead mater. Krsna
explains the living force in Bhagavad-
gita [2.20], na hanyate hanyamdne
sarire: “The living force is not finished
after the annihilation of the body.”
When we are alive, our body is mov-
ing, and we can feel the presence of the

living force. And when we see a dead |

body, one that is not moving, we should
ask, “Why was the body moving before

and why is it not moving now?” If we |

simply study this difference of condi-
tion, we can understand what the liv-
ing force is. It is not difficult. Simply
understand, “Now the living force has
gone out of this body; therefore the
body is no longer moving and is sim-
ply dead matter.” Caitanya-caritd@mria
talks of the living force, not dead mat-
ter. We should always remember this.

Now, the guru is part of that living
force, and so are the Lord Himself,
His incarnations, His expansions, His
devotees, and His internal energies.
All of them are on the spiritual plat-

form, part of the living force (caitanya- |

sarmmijfiakam).

Therefore the personification of all
living forces is Krsna Caitanya, or Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Unfortunately,
people mistake Krsna Caitanya Maha-

prabhu for an ordinary devotee or sa-
dhu or yogi. That is a mistake. Caitanya
Mahaprabhu is the original living force,
Krsna.

Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya under-
stood Lord Caitanya as He is. So did
Srila Riipa Gosvami. Similarly, the fol-
lowers of Ripa Gosvami and Sarva-
bhauma Bhattacarya all understand
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu. And
for one who understands or follows
the path enunciated by Krsna Caitanya

Mahaprabhu, Krsna is very easily ob-
tained. This is all described in the
Caitanya-caritamrta.

LORD CAITANYA’S MISSION

Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya describ-
ed Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission as
follows:

vairagya-vidya-nija-bhakti-yoga-
Siksartham ekah purusah puranah

Sr1 Mayapur Project
At a Glance

Location:
Mayapur, West Bengal, 140 km north of Calcutta,
between the Ganges and Jalangi rivers

Significance of Mayapur:
Also known as Navadvipa, it is the birthplace
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the incarnation
of Lord Krsna for the present age.

Present ISKCON temple:
Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir

Deities:
Sri Sri Radha-Madhava and Asta-sakhi
(Radha-Krsna and eight cowherd-girl associates);
S1i Pafica-tattva (Lord Caitanya in five forms)

? Most prominent current structure:
Srila Prabhupada’s Samadhi (memorial), 180 feet high

Current number of residents:
700+, from 21 countries

Current number of pilgrims:
45,000-125,000 a month

Future temple:
The Temple of the Vedic Planetarium (360 feet high)

Inspiration for the temple:
Predicted by Sri Nityananda Prabhu
approximately five hundred years ago

Future Mayapur city:
50,000 residents and pilgrims
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If you simply understand this—
that Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead—
then you are advanced. It is not very difficult.

sri-krsna-caitanya-sarira-dhari
krpambudhir yas tam aharm prapadye

Here _Szlrvabhauma Bhattacarya
says that Sri Krsna Caitanya is purusah
puranah—Krsna, the original Person-
ality of Godhead. Why did Krsna
Caitanya appear? Sarvabhauma says,
vairagya-vidya. . . Siksartham: to teach
detachment and knowledge of devo-
tional service.

Because we are suffering here on
account of so many designations, out
of His great mercy Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu came to purify us of all
these nonsense designations. And the

way is through vairagya-vidya. Raga |

means “material attachment,” and vai-

ragya is “freedom from material at- |

tachments.” These false attachments
we have to give up. How to do this in
our practical life—how to love Krsna,
how to approach Him—is taught by Sri
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Lord Caitanya is described in the
S‘rimarﬁBh&guvmam, eleventh canto,
as krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam. Krsna-
varnam means either “one who be-
longs to the same category as Krsna”
or “one who is always describing
Krsna,” and tvisakrsnam means “with
a nonblackish complexion.” Lord
Caitanya’s only business is to describe
Krsna, and His complexion is not
blackish. Krsna has many colors. One
of His colors is pita, golden. So Lord
Caitanya is known as the golden ava-
tara. Then, sangopangastra-parsadam:
“Lord Caitanya is always accompanied
by His close associates.” These associ-
ates are described here in this first
verse of the Caitanya-caritamria—the
gurus, the Lord’s devotees, His incar-
nations, expansions, and energies.

Study this Caitanya-caritamrta.
Now, following in the footsteps of our
Guru Maharaja, Bhaktisiddhanta Sara-
svati Thakura Prabhupada, we have

published this very elaborately ex-
plained English edition. There is no
other edition of Caitanya-caritamrta
like this, so elaborately explained. It
can be understood by the advanced
student.

Anyone can become advanced.
“Advanced” means that at least you
should understand that Krsna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
If you simply understand this—that
Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead—then you are advanced. It
is not very difficult. All Vedic literature
is meant for understanding Krsna.
What is that understanding? That
Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. If you become convinced
of this, your study of the Vedas is
complete.

In the Bhagavad-gita [7.7] Krsna
says, mattah parataram nanyat kificid
asti dhananjaya: “My dear Arjuna,
there is no authority or person or truth
superior to Me.” If you simply have
faith in these words of Krsna’s, you
become advanced in Krsna conscious-
ness. You may believe blindly or after
careful study. It doesn’t matter. Wheth-
er you touch fire blindly or purposely,
it will act. Similarly, even if you blindly
accept Krsna as the Supreme Person,
you become advanced. Take it from
me: if you simply have this convic-
tion—"Yes, Krsna is the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead”—you are an
advanced student in spiritual life.

All the persons associated with Sri
Krsna Caitanya—gri Nityananda, Sri
Advaita, Gadadhara, and Srivasa—
are one, in the sense that they are all
interested in pushing on Krsna con-
sciousness. Sri Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is personally trying, and
Sri Nityananda Prabhu, Sri Advaita
Prabhu, Srivasa, and Gadadhara are
helping Him.
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QUALIFICATION
OF GURU

To approach these five supreme per-
sons, you require the help of a guru.
Therefore the guru is offered respect-
ful prayers first: vande guriin. The word
guriin is in the plural, because there are
many gurus. Still, the gurus are one.
For example, Krsna has many forms,
but that does not mean He is many. No.
Krsna is one. Similarly, there are many
gurus, but their philosophy must be
one: to teach everyone that Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
That is the test of a genuine guru. If
someone is teaching something else,
some nonsense, then he is not a guru.
As stated in the sastra,

sat-karma-nipuno vipro
mantra-tantra-visaradah

avaisnavo gurur na syad
vaisnavah Sva-paco guruh

A brahmana is usually very expert
in chanting Vedic mantras, understand-
ing the fantras [rituals], and so on. That
is the test of the brahmana—that he is
very learned. But if he does not know
what Krsna is, or if he’s not a devotee
of Krsna, he cannot become a guru. On
the other hand, one who is coming
from the family of dog-caters, the low-
est of human beings, can become a
guru if he’s a Vaisnava, a devotee of
Krsna.

So the guru is very important be-
cause he has accepted Krsna as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, he
has seen the truth, and he is teaching
pure Krsna consciousness. This is the
test of a genuine guru. The bona fide
guru does not claim to be Krsna Him-
self, but rather he canvasses door to
door: “Please become a devotee of
Krsna.” This is the sign of a genuine
guru. Thank you very much.



SRILA PRABHUPADA
CHERISHED DREAM

A disciple welcomes the challenge of fulfilling
a difficult order from his spiritual master.

Ambarisa Dasa (Alfred Ford)
is the great-grandson of Hen-
ry Ford. He was initiated by
Srila Prabhupada in 1973.

Yamardja Dasa

Back to Godhead: What is
your connection with the
Mayapur Project?
Ambarisa Dasa: I've been
asked to be the honorary
chair of the fundraising cam-
paign, and I'm happy to bring
to it whatever I can.

BTG: How does the Maya-
pur Project fit into your life?
AD: Mayapur is one of the
main tasks for the rest of my
life. Srila Prabhupada asked
me to do just a few projects,
and among them [ see the
Mayapur Project as the most challenging. It will
challenge both me and ISKCON to keep grow-
ing. I look forward to it.

BTG: What did Srila Prabhupada say to you about
Mayapur?

AD: Srila Prabhupada talked to me about Maya-

pur many times. In Detroit in 1976 he asked me |

to help finance the project—not only to donate
but to go out and help raise funds and get other
people involved.

BTG: Raising funds can be tough. What makes
you look forward to raising funds for Mayapur?
AD: I'm hoping we’ll raise much money in the
West from an entirely new group of people. I think
people—wealthy, influential people—are waiting
for a project like this. Spiritually, people in the
West are very hungry. After many years of pros-
perity, they realize that their level of happiness

has not really improved. Peo-
ple are looking for something
new, different. They’re ma-
terially exhausted.
Throughout my life it’s
been my experience that hav-
ing a lot of material facilities
does not give one happiness.
Sensible people are realiz-
ing that. Of course, there’s a
trend to minimize spiritual
values, but segments of the
population remain spiritually
hungry.
BTG: What do you mean by
minimizing spiritual values?
AD: There’s a general trend
toward more relaxed spiritual
and ethical values. The media
calls it “defining deviance
down.” What’s gone on in the White House re-
cently is an example. Kali-yuga goes on, yet this
very valuable knowledge of Krsna consciousness
is readily accessible. ISKCON has been limited
to a very small number of people, but now the
world has become so much more interconnected.
So we can make a big impression on the world,
even from Mayapur. There will always be materi-
alists, but for those in spiritual and emotional pain,
we should be able to offer comfort.
BTG: Won't wealthy, influential Westerners view
the Mayapur Project as a sectarian cause?
AD: We have to teach that Krsna consciousness
is a spiritual science that appeals to everyone. With
our diverse international membership, we're in a
good position to show that. We’ve been inclusive.
Devotees have been willing to talk to other reli-
gious organizations. Srila Prabhupada trained us
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Ambarisa Dasa (left) with Srila Prabhupada outside the Detroit ISKCON temple, 1975.

in that way. Even though we feel we

gate everyone else. We see that other
religious seekers are on a constructive
path. We encourage them.

BTG: How will the Mayapur Project
demonstrate this broad spiritual view?
AD: With science, grandeur, and man-
power. In the West people have some-
times been disappointed with ISKCON
temples because they lack manpower
and do not show a very organized
presentation of Krsna consciousness.
But in Mayapur we have many young
and energetic devotees. It makes a
great difference.

BTG: What else makes Mayapur dif-
ferent?

AD: It’s the birthplace of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who showed that Vais-
navism is for everyone. Also, Srila
Prabhupada was the great world am-
bassador of Vaisnavism, and he spent
much time and energy there. He had

| many hopes and visions for Mayapur.
have the absolute truth, we don’t ne- |

BTG: In your 25-plus years in Krsna
consciousness, you've seen ISKCON
have many ups and downs. What
makes you confident about the Maya-
pur Project?

AD: I tend to be forward-looking, to
see what we can do now to make the
future better. We may have failed in
some ways, but we should not give up.
If we can make Mayapur a center that
will attract people from around the
world to come and learn about Krsna
consciousness, it will become one of
the most important places on the
planet. Mayapur can attract people
from all over the world. It can be a win-
dow to the spiritual world or an exit
from the material world—like an
Internet portal to the kingdom of God.
Krsna doesn’t make things so easy that
they become cheap. Anything worth
having is worth a fight. Real spiritual
life doesn’t come easily.
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BTG: You seem to have a sense of ur-
gency about this project. Why?

AD: I see that Kali-yuga is making
great strides, with gambling, abortion,
and all kinds of immorality going on
at a feverish pitch. Mayapur is a dike
against this flood of sinful activity. If
we fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s goals,
Mayapur will be a center for spiritual
education unlike any on earth. Com-
ing to Mayapur will be a life-changing
experience. A visitor can realize that
he or she is not the body. Devotees can
come and be strengthened.

BTG: Are you concerned that Maya-
pur might become commercialized and
lose its spiritual value?

AD: It will never be like Disneyland.
The temple will be a tourist destina-
tion, because whenever you do some-
thing big it attracts attention. Srila
Prabhupada wanted this temple to at-
tract people, and it will be a work in
progress for many generations. But



aside from the temple, the Mayapur |
Project can become renowned for all |
Vaisnava arts—education, farming,
vegetarianism, cultural activities—all
the things that Hare Krsnas are famous
for. I think the town planners are
doing a good job in making room for
all aspects of a balanced community,
including education, commerce, and
culture.

BTG: The Mayapur temple—the Tem-
ple of the Vedic Planetarium—places
one of the most controversial parts of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam right in the
middle of everything. Why?

AD: Srila Prabhupada was always in-
terested in smashing scientists. He saw
reductionist, materialistic science as
an evil force, brainwashing people
about impersonalism and atheism.
So he saw materialistic scientists as a
force to be defeated, and he boldly
challenged their conventional wisdom.
Srila Prabhupada saw the Temple of
the Vedic Planetarium as a challenge
to the godless “big bang™ theory, evo-
lution, and all the other materialistic

scientific premises that many accept

without question. In other words, Srila
Prabhupada saw Mayapur not in a sec-
tarian way but as a theistic educational
project for people at large.

BTG: What would you like to see
Mayapur become?

AD: I would like to see Mayapur be
similar to what the Vatican is to the
Catholics. It will be a place where peo-
ple come for a spiritual experience, not
only by seeing great buildings but by
hearing philosophy in good associa-
tion. I want to see Mayapur become
an easier place to get to, with facilities
for Westerners to stay comfortably.
Perhaps there will be an airport and a
port for boats from Calcutta.

In general I'd like to see Maya-
pur become a world-renowned holy
place. People will go there for spiritual
knowledge and become refreshed by
the Ganges. They will grow spiritually
and tell others.

BTG: Building such a project is a real
challenge.

AD: I'm so happy Srila Prabhupada
gave us this challenge. What would our
life be without it? It’s very easy to be- |

come self-absorbed and concerned
only with my realization and my fam-
ily. The Mayapur Project challenges us
to do something for the world, to be
compassionate. It draws us out of our
homes and our own temples to broad-
cast Srila Prabhupada’s message to the
world. To me, Mayapur is not just
bricks and mortar. It is my preaching—
and a preaching project that will last
thousands of years.

Building Mayapur is not going to be
a cakewalk, even if we have the money.
It’s not a material endeavor. It will hap-
pen only by the mercy of guru and
Krsna.

[ BTG: How does one get that mercy?

AD: You’ve got me! It has to be thrust
upon you. If you have the desire to
help, somehow Srila Prabhupada will
engage you. I often remember that
Srila Prabhupada said we’d please him
by cooperating. Unless we, his follow-
ers, cooperate as a society, building
Mayapur will take a very long time. If
we learn to cooperate, we can see it in
our lifetime.

(please turn to page 39)

In the early seventies, Srila Prabhupada walks with disciples near the first
major building constructed on the Mayapur property.
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ATEMPLE
FOR THE NEXT
MILLENNIUM ¢

by Abhirama Dasa, Managing Director™ of the
Sri Mayapur Project Development Committee

born from a seed (bija) mantra spoken to

Srila Jiva Gosvami by Lord Nityananda,
whom we know as an incarnation of Lord Bala-
rama Himself. The mantra, spoken five hundred
years ago, foretells the appearance of a marvel-
ous temple dedicated to the service of Lord
Caitanya—a temple destined to have a powerful
influence on the world.

THE VISION of the Sri Mayapur Project was

eka adbhuta mandira ei haibe prakasa
gauranga nitya-seva haibe vikasa

“An astounding temple will appear and will en-
gage the entire world in the eternal service of Lord
Caitanya.”

As ripples spread out when a stone is dropped
in a pool of water, the Sri Mayapur Project em-
bodies the multiple emanations from the original

* The other directors are Jayapataka Swami, Akhanda-
dhi Dasa, and Naresvara Dasa. They oversee the work
of the one hundred current members of the project team.
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Painting by Dhrti Devi Dasi

divine vibration spoken by Lord Nityananda.
Srila Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
ISKCON, brought us the philosophy of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, which states that the Lord’s think-
ing, glancing, and speaking are the mysterious
cause of creation. The Lord’s words, which set in
motion the process of creation, are a seed man-
tra that expresses His desire. Then the work of
organizing matter into the shapes He desires is
performed by His servants, such as Lord Brahma.
Similarly, Lord Nityananda’s seed mantra re-
vealed the vision for the great temple, and a suc-
cession of our saintly gurus has worked diligently
to bring forth that vision. Srila Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura (1838-1914) expanded the vision to include
a temple town with residents from all countries.
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati (1874—1937) built
a major temple at Lord Caitanya’s birthplace.
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Above: Sri
Nitydnanda
Prabhu tells
Srila Jiva
Gosvami that
one day an
astonishing
temple will rise
in Mayapur.

|




(1896-1977) defined the size and de-
sign details of the temple and town. He
also bought the land, laid the corner-
stone, and left the royalties from his
numerous books to help fund the con-
struction.

Srila Prabhupada gave his disciples
the task of completing the Mayapur
Project. He described a glowing vision
of “The Temple of the Vedic Plan-
etarium,” a sacred structure that will
not only be a great place of worship,
but will also challenge the predominant
atheistic doctrines of these times. The
temple will house detailed exhibits
showing a God-centered universe that
provides opportunities for a personal
relationship with the Supreme.

When an honest and intelligent per-
son understands that he is a speck in
the universe created by God, he natu-
rally wants to connect with that God
and understand his role in God’s plan.
If you’re convinced that the universe
functions without the hand of God or
is created by a big bang, you have no
sense of purpose. Modern science aims
to convince you that the universe is
functioning accidentally and without
purpose. This concept divorces you
from a sense of meaning in your life.

The Vedic Planetarium will describe
all the physical details of the universe
and their relationship to God. It will
encourage a sense of wonder in the cre-
ation—and in the hand behind it.

Srila Prabhupada’s mission was to
establish the best method of God real-
ization for this confused age, namely
the glorification of the holy names of
God. Constructing this temple helps
strengthen the foundation of his spiri-
tual movement and leaves a legacy of
his work. Prabhupada required his fol-
lowers to build temples. He said, “I do
not want people to say that they came,
they chanted, they danced, and they
went away.” He wanted temples so that
people would have many opportunities
to serve the Lord.

The religion of the holy name has
its sacred place: the birthplace of Lord
Caitanya. Building a great temple here
at this focal point has enormous poten-
tial to inspire faith and enthusiasm in
people everywhere. Indeed, our dcar-
vas have insisted that this temple be
built.

Mavapur Project History

1973: As construction of the guest house and first temple progres-ses,
Srila Prabhupada instructs Jayapataka Swami in Mayapur to
purchase land “for developing a spiritual city.”

1974-75: Srila Prabhupada stresses the international flavor he wants
for Mayapur. He tells devotees that the mercy of Lord Caitanya will
radiate from Mayapur, and that he will construct “a very nice temple”
for the Lord.

1976: Srila Prabhupada ex-
plains his vision in more detail
and with a greater sense of ur-
gency. He articulates his ideas
for the Temple of the Vedic
Planetarium and speaks of at-
tracting people from all over
the world. He returns to the
theme of a “magnificent inter-
national city based on this
> — Vedic culture,” and speaks of
Srila Prabhupada sets the cornerstone  the need for unlimited funds
for the original temple in 1972. for its development.

1977: Just before his passing, Srila Prabhupada approves the setting
up of the first committee for design and research in Mayapur. He also
directs his leading disciples in installing the Ananta-Sesa Deity along
with the cornerstone of the Temple of the Vedic Planetarium.

1978-1995: Development of the Mayapur project is postponed after
Srila Prabhupada’s passing, to allow all resources to go to the estab-
lishment of his two samadhi temples, in Vrndavana and Mayapur.
The latter opens to the public in 1995. Research and design work go
on in the intervening years, with input from some of the top archi-
tects in India.

1994: The GBC, ISKCON’s governing body commission, enthusiasti-
cally approves a temple design done by a young Australian devotee,
Pada Sevanam Dasa. A design office is set up in London.

Adfter four years of work, with input from design and engineering ex-
perts in England, the design moved back to India last year, and work
is now gathering pace in a small office in south Delhi. Pada Sevanam
Dasa is the chief designer. He is working with a team of six architects
to complete the overall design by the end of this year. Work will then
begin on the detailed drawings needed for construction.

At the same time, the Delhi office is designing the spiritual city
envisioned by Srila Prabhupada and his predecessors, while devotees
in Mayapur are making preparations. ISKCON Mayapur is discuss-
ing with local government authorities the benefits the project can
bring. ISKCON is also showing responsibility for local people, through
sponsorship of the Sri Mayapur Vikasa Sanga, which is helping to
improve health care, education, and economic development.

16 BACK TO GODHEAD « NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 1999



'z
"
]
=
a
a
"
-
-l
i
=
=

P

Abhirama Dasa

What would Islam would be with-
out Mecca? What does St. Peter’s mean
to the Catholics? These are not piles
of bricks. They embody the very spirit
of these religions and speak for centu-
ries to each new generation of the val-
ues and faith of their founders. The
Temple of the Vedic Planetarium will
be a wonderful and inspiring building
that will capture the imagination of the
world.

Nothing could be more important
than for the teachings of Lord Caitanya
to enter the global consciousness. Srila
Prabhupada never lost his sense of ur-
gency. Daily we hear of the “global vil-
lage” and the emerging one-world
culture. This temple will put the mes-
sage of Lord Caitanya on the world
map and bring pilgrims flocking to
Mayapur to offer thanks and to draw
on the age-old wisdom and strength of
Vaisnavism.

Speaking in Mayapur at Gaura Par-
nima time in March 1975, Srila Prabhu-
pada compared the Personality of
Godhead to the moon. He spoke of the
great task of spreading the moonshine
all over the world.

“Of course we shall try to construct
a very nice temple for Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu,” he said, “and from
this place, this moon—Sri Krsna Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu—will distribute
[His message].”

We sincerely believe it is time to

take this vision of Srila Prabhu-
pada and our acaryas to heart.
We do not want to waste this
opportunity. This glorious tem-
ple can be built in our lifetimes.
We have completed much of
the design, planning, and prep-
aration. We are ready to start
building in the first few years of
the new millennium. Now our
most important task is ahead of
us—to communicate with the
world and enlist the support
and contributions of devotees
and pious souls.

We must first build this
temple in our own hearts and
minds. I feel great joy to have
this opportunity to share in this
shining vision of our saints and
gurus. To work for the comple-
tion of the Lord’s plan is the
greatest adventure and satisfac-
tion. Please, come onboard with us. We
need your prayers and support.

We now have a team of nearly one
hundred professionals and devotee
volunteers. We are determined to bring
this vision from the subtle plane of
desire to the gross plane of existence.
Our acaryas saw the temple through
their divine vision. Now we can all
play our part to manifest it on the
earthly plane. The beautiful Temple
of the Vedic Planetarium has the pow-
er to attract even the most cynical to
the message of Lord Caitanya. I know
that future generations will look to
Mayapur and see a beacon of hope,
even in the darkness of this age of
Kali.

It is time for each of us to step for-
ward and contribute something to this
divine endeavor. With your support,
we will see this through. It is within
our reach!

Abhirama Dasa was initiated by Srila
Prabhupada in 1970. He managed
ISKCON temples in America and In-
dia, and in 1977 he served as one of
Srila Prabhupada’s personal assistants.
He has been a successful resort devel-
oper and operator, as well as a senior
executive in leading hotel companies,
such as Hyatt and Oberoi. He is now
fully engaged as the director of the
Sri Mayapur Project, overseeing and
coordinating all department heads.
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FOR
THE
BENEFIT
OFALL

An overview of the three main aspects
of the Sri Mayapur Project.

The chief architect for the Sri Maya-
pur Project is Pada Sevanam Dasa, a
Ph.D. candidate at the Prince of Wales’s
Foundation of Architecture in England.
Recently, he presented plans for the
Mayapur Project to Prince Charles,
who founded and oversees the Foun-
dation and is well known as an aficio-
nado of sacred architecture. The follow-
ing overview of the Sri Mayapur Project
was adapted from Pdada Sevanam’s
presentation to Prince Charles.

S EVERAL OF Prabhupada’s disci-

ples, working as the Sri Mayapur

Project Development Committee
(SMPDC), have accepted as their life’s
mission the development of Sri Maya-
pur and the building of the Temple of
the Vedic Planetarium.

Says SMPDC director Abhirama
Dasa, “A truly wondrous temple can
neither stand in a vacuum nor rely on
society’s uncertainties to create an ap-

propriate setting.” Thus the
Committee’s mission defines
a united vision for the Maya-
pur Project in three parts:
the temple, the city, and the
region.

THE TEMPLE: “To design
and construct the Temple of
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the Vedic Planetarium with
proportions, geometry, exhibits, and
decor that express the Vedic cosmol-
ogy while sheltering the Deities and the
congregation.”

Though built from the mud and
terra cotta of Bengal, the 360-foot-tall
temple is designed to stand for mil-
lennia. It will be the mother temple
to a worldwide congregation of Krsna
devotees. Its architecture will reflect
grander aspirations and the sacred
design principles of India.

THE TEMPLE CITY: “To design the
infrastructure to support pilgrims and
residents while framing and comple-
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menting the temple architecture.”

To preserve the peace of two dis-
tinct communities (pilgrims and resi-
dents), town designers will knit to-
gether around the temple two towns
within one. Using principles of simplic-
ity, sustainability, and traditional
Bengali design, they will put in place a
standard architecture for residential,
commercial, and institutional buildings
that frames and reflects the original
temple structure.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: “To
develop sustainable livelihoods and liv-
ing practices for the enduring benefit
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of all people in the region.”

As the Mayapur project unfolds,
everyone in the region should enjoy an
enriched quality of life. Besides pro-
viding educational and cultural oppor-
tunities, project leaders will seek to
revive and enhance traditional trades
such as weaving, agriculture, and
handicrafts, bringing local products to
national and international markets.

Abhirama Dasa explains: “Devel-
oping a world-class pilgrimage and
tourism center in Mayapur will unleash
dynamic economic growth throughout
the immediate region. The SMPDC

will aid that growth in this impover-
ished and flood-prone region while
continuing to provide residents with
generous emergency food and health
care.”

Here are more details of the temple,
city, and regional development.

THE TEMPLE

The central sacred space of tradi-
tional Hindu temples is relatively
small, low, and dark, often requiring
worshipers to stand in long lines for
brief glimpses of the Deity. This design

deliberately represents a journey
within. The sankirtana movement,
however, originated in Mayapur by
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, emphasizes
ecstatic congregational singing of
God’s holy names. Such worship is by
nature open, lively, and expressive. The
large, well-lit, soaring spaces of the
Temple of the Vedic Planetarium re-
flect Lord Caitanya’s attitude of open
congregational worship. Many thou-
sands of devotees will be able to simul-
taneously enjoy the audience of the
Deities.

Through exhibits based on rigor-
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ous scholarship, the temple will edu-
cate visitors in the Vedic world view
while expressing the enthusiastic devo-
tional spirit of the worldwide Hare
Krsna movement. This combination of
knowledge and devotion invokes the
memory of Srila Prabhupada, who re-
ceived from his Godbrothers the title
“Bhaktivedanta.” (Bhakti means “de-
votion,” and vedanta means “the end
of all knowledge.”)

VEDIC COSMOLOGY
IN THE TEMPLE

With the publishing of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s translation of the Fifth Canto
of the S‘rimad—Bhégavamm, many
people were startled by its seemingly
fantastic detailed description of the
universe. Yet Prabhupada chose to in-
clude a planetarium as a centerpiece
of the Mayapur temple to express the
Vedic cosmology for the common man.

In preparing for the planetarium,
head researcher Sadaputa Dasa (Dr.
Richard L. Thompson) has uncovered
remarkable parallels between the
Vedic model and modern science. For
example, Vedic cosmology centers on
Bhu-mandala, a vast universal disc. A
series of seven concentric ring-shaped
oceans and islands mark the surface of
Bhu-mandala, surrounding a central
island called Jambuidvipa. The colos-
sal Mt. Meru stands in the middle of
Jambudvipa.

Sadaputa Dasa has discovered that
when Jambudvipa is centered on earth,
the distances between the seven islands
are strikingly close to the distances
between the major planets [see BTG,
Nov/Dec ’'97]. Modern reason dictates
that the ancient Vedic sages had no
means of calculating such distances so
accurately. Yet the Vedic model of
Bhii-mandala provides a remarkably
accurate map of our solar system.

Sadapita has also discovered that
the general description of Bha-
mandala closely resembles descrip-
tions of the universe found in many
other ancient cultures in Asia, Europe,
and South America.

The design of the Temple of the
Vedic Planetarium reflects the form of
Bha-mandala. The tall central struc-
ture represents Mt. Meru, and the four
surrounding buildings represent the

Temple of the Vedic Planetarium

Diameter of middle circle—792 feet
Perimeters of outer circle and square—3,168 feet

Diameter of small circle—216 feet

St. John’s, New Jerusalem St. Mary’s Chapel, Glastonbury
Diameter—792 feet Diameter—79.2 feet
Perimeter of square—3,160 feet Perimeter of square—316.8 feet

Diameter of inner circle—21.6 feet
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~ SaaedGeometry

The principle of sacred geometry used in the design
. of the Temple of the Vedic Planetarium
helps to harmonize the human being with the cosmos.
To build spiritual structures, engineers
in former times also applied sacred geometry,
specifically the relative sizes of the sun,
Ky ‘the moon, and the earth.
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Stonehenge

Earth and Moon Diameter of circle within square—79.2 feet
Diameter of Earth (inner circle)—7,920 miles Perimeters of outer circle and square—316.8 feet
Perimeters of outer circle and square—31,680 miles

Diameter of Moon (small circles)—2,160 miles SPECIAL MAYAPUR ISSUE » BACK TO GODHEAD 21



7.

- i \ 7 four mountain ranges surrounding Mt.
R .. ple Eoniglex ihnapé Meru. Circling these central structures
o sy — B £ are seven rings in the form of pathways
y 1 ' - and gardens, drawing a parallel with
the seven islands of Bhii-mandala. The
temple itself will also be a huge astro-
logical instrument, carefully designed
to harmonize with solar solstices and
equinoxes.

THE TEMPLE CITY

Sri Mayapur lies 140 km north of
Calcutta on the plains of the Ganges
in West Bengal. Followers of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu revere Sri Mayapur, His
birthplace, as a sacred place of pilgrim-
age. The Ganges and Jalangi rivers
converge at Sri Mayapur, creating an
idyllic setting and natural boundaries
surrounding the new temple. The
temple’s construction will naturally in-
crease the number of Lord Caitanya’s
devotees who wish to visit or reside in
this holy land.

Using traditional Vedic guidelines
(see sidebar at right), project planners
are designing a city of fifty thousand
surrounding the temple. Pilgrims will
find all necessary facilities, including
many varieties of guest houses, dining
rooms, educational opportunities, and
places of worship. Residents will live

and work in sections of
the city dedicated for in-
tellectual, administrative,
business, and artistic pur-
suits. Both the residential
and commercial buildings,
including shops, offices, li-
brar-ies, and other institu-
tional structures, will bor-
row design elements from
the temple itself.

To set the location for
the center of the temple,
which is the centerpiece of the
roughly four-mile-square Maya-
pur City, planners drew an east/west
axis due west from Srila Prabhupada’s
samadhi (on the west side of the Maya-
pur Project land), and a north/south
axis from Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s

Agriculture & Dairy 11
Research Institute [L1]

Included in Mayapur City:

* Advanced Weaving Institute

= Fabric Design College

» Handicraft & Weaving Industrial Training Center
e Khadi Research & Training Institute

» Cottage Industries & Sales Outlet

= Art Studios
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A cross-section
of the Temple of the
Vedic Planetarium

(earlier design).

foundations of Vedic firchitectural Design

The following is an extract from
Pada Sevanam Dasa’s report to
Prince Charles.

VEDIC TRADITION describes the
vastu purusa mandala as the magi-
cal diagram and form that defines
the functions, proportions, and
shapes of the built form along sa-
cred principles. Vastu means
“primary substance”—the ulti-
mate particle of the macrocosmic
universe and the subtlest particle
of the microcosm. Purusa denotes
personhood. Thus vastu purusa
literally means “Cosmic Man,” the
personified cosmos. Vastu Purusa
himself controls all construction,
for he is the proprietor of any
vacant land.

Symmetry of atomic substance.

As explained in Sri Isopanisad,
all emanations from Lord Krsna
are perfect and complete. The
Vedas describe even the atom as a
complete, whole unit. Modern
science confirms the beautiful
integral harmonic relationships of
energy in the atom through refrac-
tion photography of atomic
substance.

The basic design of harmonic,
symmetrical expression found in
the universe or in the atom is
known in Sanskrit as a mandala.
Mandala means “form” as a
reduced image of the universe, or
“shape” extended as any centered
or bound space, usually drawn as a
square. In construction, the man-
dala precisely describes the build-

ing that is to follow. It is the struc-
ture’s cosmogenesis, figured
geometrically.

Thus the vastu purusa man-
dala is the form or diagram that
describes existence. In it one
beholds the vastu purusa, con-
tained by its geometric configura-
tion, arrested by the gods in sixty-
four subdivisions.

The Mayapur town mandala, a
square with a perimeter of 5.2 km,
is oriented due north/south and
east/west.

The town takes the form of an
8 x 8 mandala comprising 64 padas
(sections) of 165 x 165 meters.
According to Vedic texts, the grid
for a town or village should consist
of 64 padas.
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Prabhupada’s Samadhi

Temple complex

Vastu Purusa mandala.

Mayapur town in 64 sections.
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birthplace to Srila Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura’s house. The point where the two
axes intersect will be the center of the
temple.

The master plan for the city will
unfold in phases. As in the famous Ital-
ian city of Venice, canals will be used
to divert flood waters. To heighten the

experience of entering Mayapur, plans |
call for a grand canal from the Jalangi |

to deliver pilgrims to the doorstep of
the temple.

The city’s master plan also empha-
sizes cottage industries involving a va-
riety of skills and crafts. For instance,
the handloom weaving industry, long
diminished in the region, can be invig-
orated through training, use of organic
dyes and colors, and enhanced inter-
national marketing efforts. Similarly, a
research institute for sustainable dairy
and agriculture will support these
important local industries.

SMVS has introduced a low-
cost 24-hour ambulance
service (left). A village girl
(below, left) learns (o use a
handloom in a program
sponsored by SMVS for
promoting sustainable liveli-
hoods. Children (below),
attend school in a building
built with SMV'S funds and
run with support from SMVS
and the local community.

REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

The international effort to
build the Mayapur temple and
city will bring in fresh resources
to one of the most impoverished
regions on earth, Thus plans for
the Mayapur Project include the
people of the surrounding re-

gion. In this regard, the SMPDC takes

its lead from Srila Prabhupada, who

showed his compassionate spirit by
| starting regular massive distribution of
prasadam (food offered to Krsna) in
Mayapur, a program that has contin-
ued uninterrupted for over twenty
years.

To give practical shape to the vision
of regional development, in 1997 mem-
bers of the Mayapur community set
up the Sri Mayapur Vikasa Sanga
(“Sri Mayapur Development Associa-
tion”). International supporters in-
clude ISKCON, the United Nations
Development Fund, and the Depart-
ment for International Development,
UK (DFID).

A growing network of village work-
ers is helping the Sri Mayapur Vikasa
Sanga (SMVS) address the health, edu-
cational, and vocational needs of some
sixty thousand people in thirty villages.
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These devoted workers, trained by
SMVS and its partners, promote bet-
ter health practices among the villag-
ers. They have assisted villagers in
starting their own savings banks and
credit unions and in developing cottage
industries. SMVS also provides village
clinics, a community-supported ambu-
lance service, and several formal and
informal educational programs.

New SMVS programs include a

project sponsored by the United Na-
tions Development
Programme (UNDP)
for setting up com-
munity financing of
local health needs.
SMVS is also work-
ing with the India-
Canada Environ-
ment Facility in a
crucial effort to pu-
rify arsenic-tainted
drinking water that
has sickened many
in the region. The
| DFID has partnered with SMVS to
increase the capacity of urban commu-
nities by helping them draw up their
own indicators of sustainable develop-
ment.

The leadership of the devotees in-
volved in developing the Mayapur
Project has attracted diverse inter-
national investment in the Mayapur
region. By the Lord’s arrangement
the devotees are thus able to bring
both material and spiritual enrich-
ment to the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of people who live in and near
Mayapur.

SUMMARY

By combining traditional building
materials and modern engineering,
the Sri Mayapur Project Development
Committee will create one of the lar-
gest religious structures on earth. Al-
ready they are the first people in cen-
turies to design a building meant to
last more than one thousand years.

The SMPDC intends to join the di-
vine with the practical and fulfill Srila
Prabhupada’s vision of a functional,
harmonious, and sustainable spiritual
city, centered on the precepts of Lord
Caitanya, to benefit the region and the
world. &




Abhirama Dasa (left), managing director of the Sri Ma yapur Project,
and Ian Stephenson, chief engineer for the temple.

Built to Last a Thousand Years

The Temple of the Vedic Planetarium will be a great feat
of engineering that will attract worldwide attention.

The following general description of the Temple of the Vedic Planetarium is based on interviews
with two members of the prestigious London engineering firm of Alan Baxter and Associates:
Alan Baxter (founder) and Ian Stephenson (partner). Ian is the engineer for the Temple of the
Vedic Planetarium. The temple fits in with the firm’s diverse portfolio. They have engineered
contemporary construction, restored ancient stupas, and preserved and renovated such English
landmarks as St. Paul’s, the Tower of London, and the Houses of Parliament.

HE TEMPLE OF the Vedic Planetarium
will be built five meters above the high-
est recorded flood level of the Ganges.

The entire structure rests atop a poured con- |

crete slab 2.5 meters thick covering roughly
four acres. This slab will act as a raft to liter-
ally float the building on the muddy Gangetic
delta which makes up Mayapur. (Srila Prabhu-
pada first conceived of a large concrete raft as
a foundation for the temple in August 1971.)

The temple consists of three connected
domed structures. The first, the Exhibition
Hall, will include many exhibits, a large plan-
etarium, and a Garuda stambha (a column
supporting the carved image of Garuda, the
bird-carrier of Lord Visnu). The smallest of
the three structures, the Exhibition Hall will
be about nine stories high.

The second building, the Kirtana Hall, will
be approximately eighteen stories tall—two
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25

BSE(] BUIBL (] BIBARSRY L]



Temple

Structural Isometric Drawings of the
Temple of the Vedic Planetarium

35 STORIES

qtmies talle: thdn ‘mh Pmbhupad'ls

; eat of honnr) Iur brlld
bhupada at its center. The third
structure, the Shikar, or main temple,

be on a scale with the largest religious
structures on earth, including St. Paul’s
in London and St. Peter’s in Rom
Simply entering the temple comyj
will overwhelm and inspire the visi

Lon\.trut.tmn of the Exhibition Hall

and will be com-

s, Af-
ter this building goes up, it will be
available for use while the rest of the

struction continues. It will also give
a chance for the engineers to test their
building techniques.

pleted within three to four

Kirtana Hall

_ 18 STORIES
(Srila Prabhupada’s
Samadbhi is 16 stories)

BRICKS, CONCRETE
—NO STEEL

The entire structure will be built
with bricks fired from Ganges silt. Near
Mayapur an ancient Bengali palace
built essentially the same way still
stands after nine hundred years.

“One of thc most unusual aspects
of this proj hat we must plan so

carefully where ill acquire the
building mate Ian says. “The
temple will require a concrete mixing



Exhibition Hall

O STORIES

factory built on site for the foundation,
and we have yet to finalize exactly how
we will acquire the bricks.”
Traditional construction, both in
Bengal and in the West, often relied
solely on bricks. Some ancient brick
and lime structures, such as Roman
aqueducts, are used even today. With
the advent of steel and reinforced con-
crete, bricks were reduced to serving
as non-load-bearing infill between
steel or concrete columns. Much to the
chagrin of their owners, such metal-

skeletoned structures often
deteriorate within a hundred
years. The Temple of the Ve-
dic Planetarium, built sole-

for, it will stand indefinitely.
To protect the temple from

andering Ganga herself could
someday erode the foundation
of the temple, the engineers
have utilized the ingenious
“rip-rap” system. Should wa-
ter ever begin to undermine
the ground near the temple,
huge blocks of granite, pre-set
around the foundation, will
stop the erosion. Securing the
building’s foundation, these
granite blocks, in effect, create
a barrier wall and would make
the temple an island. Many
long-standing bridges employ
this system.

Constructing the temple
complex will require workers
to revive traditional building
skills.

“We’ve encountered the
same situation in England,”
says Alan Baxter. “Buildings
constructed by our fathers
from steel and reinforced con-
crete fifty years ago are al-
ready coming down. British
masons are now reviving the
techniques used to build struc-
tures that have stood for cen-
turies. Modern construction
techniques engender less pride
in construction and lead to less
contact between the builder
and the building.”

“In caring for an-
cient buildings as our
firm does, we can see clearly
what has gone wrong,” Alan
continues. “Sometimes our
predecessors used metal to re-
pair old structures and ended
up causing more harm than
the original damage. Under-
standing this, we have omitted
metal in the construction plans
for the Temple of the Vedic
Planetarium.”

From his preservation work
for the Sri Lankan government

ly of bricks and concrete, will |
last a thousand years. If cared |

the possibility that the me- |

Alan Baxter, founder of the engineering firm

| on 1,600-year-old Buddhist stupas,
| Alan concludes, “Vegetation poses the

greatest threat to buildings of this type.
For that reason we’ll cover the temple
with a skin of lime mortar, just as the
Romans used.”

ROOTED
IN TRADITION

Even from an engineering view-
point, Alan expects that the Temple
will be a highly significant building.

“There are other buildings under
construction using traditional tech-
niques, but nothing on this scale. It
should have a catalytic effect on the
building industry and architecture
worldwide.”

“Much of twenty-first century archi-
tecture reflects excessive ambition and
is simply overblown,” Alan continues.
“This temple, built from local materi-
als, is rooted deep in tradition. It is a
building of world importance, not only
in scale but in architectural techniques.
I can foresee this temple becoming the
center of a large town, just as twelfth-
or thirteenth-century monasteries be-
came the centers of towns still thriving
today throughout Europe.”

When asked if the lengthy design
phase is unusual, Ian says strongly,
“Not at all. There is always a long ges-
tation period for religious buildings of
this magnitude. The Washington Ca-
thedral, for example, in the capital of
the most prosperous nation on earth,
took nearly a century to build and was
finished only a few years ago.

“As the project engineers, we are
naturally very eager to see the temple
2o up in our lifetimes.” ¥

Alan Baxter and Associates.
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‘Navadvipa

ATimeless History




ing, and the sun is setting on the horizon in

Mayapur. The beautiful red-orange hue of

the evening sky reflects on the flowing waters

e of the Ganga and dominates the horizon. This

is my favorite time of the day, and my favorite

place—Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Marg, the

main Mayapur road—to walk while chanting

Hare Krsna on my beads. The road is lined with

the Ganga on one side and temples on the oth-

er. As the temples begin their evening worship,

I am drawn into a deep sense of peace and
timelessness.

The air fills with the sounds of voices, bells,
and hand cymbals as the devotees sing the
Lord’s glories. The eternal activity of worship-

‘ing the Lord saturates the atmosphere, and
past, present, and future merge. Such a sense
of eternal time is possrble only here, in the holy
dhama (abode) of the Lord, which continues
exist even after this world is annihilated.
d such an atmosphere naturally evokes con-
mplation on the amazing sequence of events,
g place over centuries, that have brought
re today, far from my native land.

/hile historians view the Mayapur area in
1s of the Muslim and Hindu kings who con-
ed and uled here, devotees see it as a
ess spiritual realm of the Lord, Sri Na-
dvipa Dhama. For devotees, history is the
= pastime'sof the Lord recorded by His
associates. in various scnptures

~ The creation of Sri Navadvipa Dhima is
recorded in the Ananta-sanhita. Lord Swa,

IT IS JUST AFTER SIX o’clock in the even-

Background photo: Nitya-trpta Devi Disi

| abode is visible to us today.

3 bny'aﬁjari Devi Dasi

1seq] wacl Bidii-einN

Srila Prabhupada (top)
walks near the temple
at the site of Lord
Caitanya’s appearance.
Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura (middle)
discovered the site, and
his son Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati
(bottom) developed the
sacred circumambula-
tion of Maydapur.



BY THE 1800s, the site of Sti Cai-
tanya’s birth—Mayapur, also
known as Navadvipa—had be-
come obscured, and few people
were aware of the importance of
the Lord’s life and mission. There
were, however, those who were
VEI'Y awarc. :

One such person was Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, the father
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sara-
svati, the spiritual master of His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Through preceptorial descent,
Bhaktivinoda Thakura had inher-
ited Lord Caitanya’s teachings
from his spiritual master, Srila
Jagannatha Dasa Babaji. An avid
follower of Lord Caitanya,
Bhaktivinoda set out to find the
Lord’s birthplace.

To Bhaktivinoda’s surprise,
the village that his contemporar-
ies in the late 1800s knew to be
Navadvipa was only one hundred
years old, and so could not
possibly be the same Navadvipa
in which Sri Caitanya had
appeared. There were diverse
opinions, and some people even
said that the Lord’s birthplace
was now under the Ganges,
which had changed her course
since the fifteenth century.

But Bhaktivinoda was relent-
less in his search, and he soon
heard of a place northeast of the

speaking to his wife, Parvati, explains
how Srimati Radharani had heard on
two occasions that Krsna was enjoying
with the gopi Viraja but that She had
been unable to catch them together.
Thinking of a way to entice Krsna away
from this girlfriend, Srimati Radharani
gathered Her friends between the Gan-
ges and Yamuna rivers. There She cre-
ated a beautiful place decorated with
creepers and trees filled with bumble-
bees. Bucks and does happily wan-
dered about, and the fragrance of
jasmine, mallika, and malati flowers

The Discovery of $ri Mayapur

town then considered Navadvipa.
This mysterious ancient village
was governed by Muslims, and
yet it was engulfed in seven large
mounds covered by Tulasi, sacred
plants dear to Lord Krsna.
Bhaktivinoda felt sure this was
the actual Mayapur, and he
sought to confirm his theory with
all available evidence. His search

"SR

esecl Rlelewey

The birth site of Lord Caitanya
in Mayapur, West Bengal.

led him to two maps that identi-
fied the spot as Mayapur. British
helmsmen had made the maps
while navigating the Ganges just
prior to Bhaktivinoda’s research.
He also found important leads
in regional scriptures. For exam-
ple, he read in Narahari Cakra-

filled the air, Forests adorned that tran-
scendental land, and Tulasi plants dec-
orated its various groves.

On Radha’s order, the Ganges and

Yamuna, with their pleasant water

and banks, acted as a moat to protect
the garden. Cupid, along with spring-
time itself, decided to reside there eter-
nally, and birds constantly sang the
auspicious name of Krsna.

To attract Krsna, Radharani played
a beautiful melody on a flute. On ar-
riving, Krsna understood Radharani’s
mood and spoke with a love-choked

30 BACKTO GODHEAD » NOVEMBER /DECEMBER 1999

varti’s Bhakti-ratnakara that the
courtyard of Srivasa Pandita,
where Sri Caitanya had inaugu-
rated the congregational chanting
of the maha-mantra, was one
hundred dhanus (two hundred
yards) to the north of the “house
of God.” The courtyard of Sri-
vasa still existed, as it does today,
so it was relatively easy to deter-
mine Sri Caitanya’s birth site.

Besides that, according to the
Caitanya-Bhagavata, the Muslim
governor of Navadvipa, disturbed
to hear the chanting from Sri-
vasa’s house while sitting at
home, ordered his men to break
the drums and instruments of the
“Hindu heathens.” This informa-
tion, too, helped Bhaktivinoda
discover Sri Caitanya’s birth site.
The evidence tallied, and Bhakti-
vinoda added to it with his own
geographical and archeological
studies.

To get spiritual confirmation
of the site’s authenticity, Bhakti-
vinoda brought to the area his
crippled guru, Jagannatha Dasa
Babaji, who began to jump in
ecstasy and cry profusely in love
of God. Perhaps more than the
hard, external evidence, this out-
pouring of divine love convinced
Bhaktivinoda of the site’s authen-
ticity. The birth site was thus
confirmed, both materially and
spiritually—Satyaraja Dasa

voice: “O lovely Radha, You are My
very life. No one is more dear to Me
than You. I will never leave You. Just
for Me, You have created this wonder-
ful place. Staying with You, I will trans-
form this place, filling it with new
cowherd girls and groves. The devotees
will glorify this place as New Vrnda-
vana [Nava Vrndavana]. As this place
is like an island [dvipa], the wise will
call it Navadvipa. By My order, all the
holy places will reside here. Because
You have created this place for My
pleasure, I will live here eternally.”



Lord Caitanya established the chanting of
Hare Krsna as the religious process for this age.

Krsna then merged with the body
of Srimati Radharani. Seeing this, the
cowherd girlfriends of Srimati Radha-
rani excitedly shouted “Gaurahari!”

“golden Lord”) and changed their
forms to male forms to continue their
service to the divine couple, now ap-
pearing in Their most beautiful gold-
en form of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

LORD CAITANYA
IN NAVADVIPA

Although the appearance of Nava- |

dvipa dates to an unknown time in
the distant past, Lord Caitanya lived
there fairly recently, from 1486 to
1510, until He was twenty-four. He
then lived in Jagannatha Puri, where
He ended His manifest pastimes at
the age of forty-eight. In the book Sri
Navadvipa Dhama Mahatmya, Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes that soon
after the disappearance of Lord Cai-
tanya, Navadvipa also became hidden.

Lord Nityananda, speaking more
than four hundred years ago, told Sri-
la Jiva Gosvami: “When our Lord [Cai-
tanya] disappears, by His desire the
Ganges will swell. The water will al-
most cover Mayapur for a hundred
years and then recede. For some time,
only the land will remain, devoid of
houses. Then, by the Lord’s desire,
Mayapur will again become promi-
nent, and people will live here as be-
fore. All the ghats (bathing places) on
the bank of the Ganges will again be
visible, and the devotees will build tem-
ples. An exceedingly wonderful tem-
ple will appear, from which Lord Cai-
tanya’s eternal service will be preached
everywhere. . . . In this way, the devo-
tees will reveal the lost places. Know
this for certain. At the end of four hun-
dred years, the task of recovering the
lost holy places will begin.”

In the late 1800s, through extensive
research of scriptures, old maps, and
government records, Bhaktivinoda

e o 0

Thakura discovered many lost holy
places in Navadvipa Dhama, including
the site of Lord Caitanya’s birth. He

| also wrote extensively on the teach-
(a name for Lord Caitanya meaning |

ings of Lord Caitanya. Then shortly
before leaving this world, he instruct-
ed his son and spiritual successor, Sri-
la Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
to “develop Sri Navadvipa Dhama
parikrama [circumambulation], for by
its performance all people of the world
can be liberated.”

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta fulfilled his | message all over India and sending his

father’s desire. Upon setting up his
headquarters in Navadvipa in 1918, he
initiated an annual parikrama of Sri
Navadvipa Dhama. The parikrama
was done in grand style, with elephants
leading a huge parade of thousands of

Lord Caitanya left the mission of
spreading the chanting of Hare Krsna
worldwide to future acaryas, or prom-
inent spiritual masters in His line. First,
Bhaktivinoda Thakura reestablished
the teachings of Lord Caitanya and
wrote on them extensively. In 1896, he
sent to the West the first English book
on Lord Caitanya—Sri Chaitanya Ma-
haprabhu: His Life and Precepts. Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta continued the mission

| by strongly preaching Lord Caitanya’s

| leading sannyasi preachers to England.

devotees carrying flags and dancing in |

kirtana. Each day they walked to dif- |

ferent holy places and gathered to hear
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta speak on the
pastimes of Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Following in the footsteps of his
spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada established the headquarters of
his ISKCON in Navadvipa Dhama.
Each year thousands of devotees from
all over the world perform Navadvipa
parikrama as part of ISKCON’s annu-
al Gaura Parnima festival, honoring
the appearance day of Lord Caitanya.

THE MISSION OF NAVADVIPA

In Caitanya Marngala, Locana Dasa
Thakura explains that Lord Caitanya
appeared and preached in Navadvipa
just to establish the chanting of the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra as the reli-

| gious process for the age of Kali. Lord
| Caitanya said, “I want to flood the |

whole world with the chanting of the
holy names. I will personally preach
and flood India with the holy name.
Later, my commander-in-chief devotee
[senapati bhakta] will come, preach in
distant countries, and flood the world
with the chanting of Hare Krspa.”

After some time, these sannydsis re-
turned to India without any tangible
success. They said it was not possible
for Westerners to follow the practices
of Krsna consciousness.

Then, just two weeks before he left
this world, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta in-
structed a young householder disci-
ple to deliver the teachings of Lord
Caitanya to the West. By taking this
instruction to heart, that disciple in-
herited the spiritual legacy handed
down by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and the previous spiritual masters. He
later became His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the founder-acarya of ISKCON, and
spread the chanting of the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra to virtually every coun-
try. He thus made great strides in ful-
filling Lord Caitanya’s prophesy: “In

| every town and village in the world,
| My name will be heard.”

By Srila Prabhupada’s grace, one
of the towns the holy name and the
mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
reached was my hometown. As a re-
sult, I am here today in the birthplace
and holy abode of that sankirtana
mission, Sri Navadvipa Dhama.

Manjari Devi Dasi is originally from
New Zealand. She joined ISKCON in
France in 1985. For the last nine years
she has lived in Mayapur, where she
serves as the secretary for ISKCON's
governing body commission.
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GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, 380 054/
Tel. (079) 676-9827, 674-4944 or -4945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@bbt se

Allahabad, U.P. — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 'R" Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: ananda firtha.jps@hbt.se

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 310630/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@bbt.se

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 453517, 453475, or 454283/
E-mail; bhaktarupa.achsp@hbt.se

Bombay — (see Mumbai) A

Calcutta — (see Kolkata)

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. {0172) 601590 or 603232/
E-mail: narottamanand.gkg@hbt.se

Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fax: (044) 434-5929/ E-mail: bhanu.swami@hbt.se

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641 011/ Tel. (0422)
435978 or 442749/ Fax: (0422) 435978 or 446355/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@hht s

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., 361335/ Tel. (02892) 34606/
Fax: (02892) 34319

Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963/
E-mail: guwahati@bbt.se

Hanumkanda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77398

Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849

Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
Tel. (040) 474-4969 or -2018

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587

Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road/ Tel. (0731) 529665

Jaipur, Rajasthan — AB-35/96 Chanakya Marg, Nirman Nagar, 302019/ Tel. (0141) 339650 or
392437/ Fax: (0141) 360273/ E-mail: iskcon@jp1.vsnl.net.in

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991) 33047

Kolkata, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/
Fax: (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: calcutta@hbt.se

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529

Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018

Madras — (se Chennai)

Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil St. (Near Simmakkal) 625 001/
Tel. (0452) 627565

Mangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Center (ISKCON), Hillgrove (R), Lady Hill, Chilimbi,
Mangalore 6/ Tel. (0824) 450021 or 452626

Mayapur, W. Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@hbt.se

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhan, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: parijata@pronto.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashira — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 369-7728/
Fax: (022) 367-7941/ E-mail: radha.krsna.rs@bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashira — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Thane,
401107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875

Nagpur, Maharashtra — Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, Plot No 1, Abhayankar Nagar Petrol
Pump, Abhayankar Nagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 224180 or 224787

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Attn; ISKCON)/
E-mail: ram.nam.gkg@hbt.se

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782

Noida, U.P. — B-40, Sector 56, 201301/ Tel. (0911) 858-3464/ E-mail: atmanivedana.lok@hbt.se

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473

od

od
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Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar/ Tel. (06752) 23740

Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@bbt.se

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004

Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel, (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/
E-mail: iskcon@dte.vsnl.net.in

Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 16A Thiruvadi St., Trichy, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891

Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 334 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075

Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail; sarvaisvarya.jps@bbt.se

Tirupati, A.P. — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114/
E-mail: revathi.raman.jps@bbt.se

Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, 182 101/ Tel, (01992) 70298

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON, Opposite Polytechnic, 388 121/ Tel. (02692) 30796

Varanasi, U.P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., 221 001/ Tel. (0542) 362617

Vishakapatnam, A.P. — ISKCON, Plot 23, d. No. 50-118-3/1, Northern Extension Seethammadhara,
530 013/ Tel. (0891) 710748/ E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail. com

Vrindavana, U.P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442596/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com; (Guesthouse:) ramamani@nde.vsnl.net.in;
(Gurukula:) vgurukula@bbt.se

Warangal — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, 506007/ Tel. (08712) 26182

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Hyderabad, A.P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Ta., R.R. Dist,, 501 401/ Tel, 552924

Indore — Hare Krishna Vihar, Nipania Village/ Tel. (731) 572794

Karnataka — Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village, Nagodi P.0,, Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, 576 220)

Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri/ Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24594

Vrindavana, U.P. — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Kolkata — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel St., 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. \LE., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5R5/ Tel. (403) 439-9999/
E-mail; jsharma@mail.awinc.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/
E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave. Rd., M5R 26/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@iskcon.net

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Maring Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

RURAL COMMUNITY

Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 89, VOK 1A0, atin: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: devadeva@wkpowerlink.com

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
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Austin, Texas — 807-A E. 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: sankarsana@aol.com
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069 or 719-6738/
Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart 5t., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, ldaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-boise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonweaith Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@aol.com
Chicago, llinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 373-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm@aol.com
Columbus, Ohio — 379 W, Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail; malati achsp@bbt.se
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com
Denver, Golorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail; nmd@com.org
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Gurabo, Puerto Rico — P. 0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3917/ E-mail: nrshingha@aol.com
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3847/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/
E-mail: iskcon-honolulu@iname.com
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@hal-pc.org
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 6309 McGee St., 64113/
Tel. (816) 361-6167 or (800) 340-5286/ Fax: (816) 361-0509/ E-mail: rve@rve.edu
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St,, 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029/ Fax: (714) 497-9707/
E-mail: jagai@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 5. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4908/
E-mail: nimainitai@aol.com
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail: svavasa.achsp@hbt.se
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@bbt.se
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: kmkdas@aol.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Broaklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Ave., 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lang, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vrndavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 South Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4900/
Fax: (602) 705-4901/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Porliand, Oregon — 36312 SE Douglass Rd., Eagle Creek, 87022/ Tel. (503) 637-3891/
Fax; (503) 637-3120/ E-mail: oregon@iskcon.net
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel, (314) 535-8085/
Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: sti@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500/
Fax: (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com
San Jose, California — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 559-3197
Sealtle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E,, Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293/
Fax; (206) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQON Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801) 798-3559/ Fax; (801) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Towaco, New Jersey — 100 Jacksonville Rdl. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
E-mail: samik-rsi.achsp@bbt.se
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906/
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, Maryland 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662 or
765-8155/ Fax: (301) 765-8157/ E-mail: biswami@ibm.net
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Daklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@bbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. & fax: (904) 462-2017/
E-mail: alachua@bbt.se
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or
799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillshorough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

e Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/

Tel. (304) 843-1600; Guest House, (304) B45-5905/ Fax: (304) 854-0023/
E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/
Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531

Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuising, 2106 SW 34th St., 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00801/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/
Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999
Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Rd., Nailsea, BS19 1BN/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788
Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222) 831579
Cork, Ireland — Highland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road, Cork City/ Tel. (021) 552976/
E-mail: cork@bbt.se
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West
Midlands (mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas.kds@bbt.se
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com
Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoreshy St., North Evington, LE5 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@bbt se
@ Liverpool, England — 114A Bold St., England, Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708-3400/
E-mail: liverpool@iskcon.net
4 London, England (city) — 9/10 Soho St., W1V 5DA/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662; (residential/
pujaris/shop:) 439-3606; office, 437-5875; Govinda's Restaurant, 437-4928/
Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127/ E-mail: london@bbt.se
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 BEZ/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/ E-mail:
bhaktivedanta. manor@bbt.se; (for accommodations:) accommodations.requests@bbt.se
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or
654-3138
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/ E-mail: krishna.dharma@bbt se
Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., NE4 6AR/ Tel. +44 (0191) 272-1911
® Plymouth, England — 2 Windermere Crescent, Derriford, Devon, PLB SHX/
Tel +44 (01752) 776708/ E-mail: dhirasanta@bbt.se
Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA/ Tel. +44 (01708) 454092
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN,
Co. Fermanaghy Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK.
For information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WD6 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel, +353 (01) 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fax; (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@ilinders.edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), OLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brishane@bbt se
Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/
Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/ Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskcon.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@bbt se
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray,
NSW 2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 9953-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/
E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax: +61 (052) 887309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt. View Rd. near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock]), NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses).
Exceptions: For Spain, the number to drop is the initial *9," for the CIS, "8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1)
and India (91). # Newlisting  Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brisbane — Govindas, 1st Floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@bbt.se
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail; perth@bbt.se
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524
NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, N2 — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +673 812812/ E-mail: fiji@bbt.se
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@bbt.se
Port Moreshy, Papua New Guniea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel, +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@bbt se
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7'% miles, Samabula (mail: P.0. Box 2183,
Gov.'t Bldgs.)/ Tel: +679 393 599/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj
Wellington, NZ — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: B.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, Civic House (1st Floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christchurch, NZ — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St./ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035
Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/
E-mail; vdas@govnet.gov.fi
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Dolphing FNPF Place, Victoria Parade/
Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov fj
Suva, Fiji — Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant, Terry Walk, Cumming St./
Tel. +679 312295/ E-mail: vdas@govnet.gov.fj

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/
E-mail: amsterdam@bbt.se

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 / Tel. +34 (09) 302-5194

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo
d'Isola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705/
E-mail: villagio.hare krsna@bbt se

Berlin — Cuvrystrasse 1, 10997/ Tel. & fax; +49 (030) 536 98789/ E-mail; hariballabha.hks@bbt.se

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, 1028 [I/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail:100263.3167 @compuserve.com

Copenhagen (Hillersd) — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/ Fax: +45 4828-7331/
E-mail: dk.community@bbt.se

Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770/ Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634-7731/
E-mail: austria@bbt.se

Helsinki — Rucholahdenkatu 24 D (Ill krs) 00180/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-9879/ Fax: +358 (0) 694-9837

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096

0slo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263/
Fax: +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: parisisvara@wanadoo.fr

Prague — Jilova 290, Praha 5-Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 or -0401/
Fax; +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@bbt.se

Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Campo de' Fiori 27, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660

Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6340/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926/
Fax. +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@bbt.se

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881

Vienna — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170/ Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/
E-mail: vienna@bbt.se

Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.O. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249/
E-mail: warsaw@hbt.se

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, B30/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: syamananda.sns@bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/

Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02) 5440-2823/ E-mail: argm@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671

Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Comunale Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FL)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (349) 280436/
E-mail: new vrajamandala@bbt.se

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002/
Tel. +34 (93) 316-7729

CGopenhagen — Govinda's, Narre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Heidelberg — Vegethali Restaurant, Mittelbad gasse 3, D-89117/ Tel, +49 (06221) 168678

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417

Oslo — Krishna's Guisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev— ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944/ E-mail: kiev@bbt.se
Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh., 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 69)/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/
Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249
Hong Kong — 27 Ghatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong kong@pronto.bbt.se
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-0646
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, (mail: P. 0. Box 3520}/ Tel. +977 (01) 371743/
Fax: +977 (01) 416996 (Attn: ISKCON)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar jps@hbt.se
Manila, Philippines — 92 Champagnat Rd., Marikina Heights, Conception, Marikina Gity
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo (Subarhu Building)/
Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9417 or -3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/
Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com

Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +533 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail; gurumanl@ecua.net.ec

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe

Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Golonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F, 11850/
Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@hbt se

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — (contact ISKCON Teresopolis: CP 92430, Varzea, CEP 25951 870/
Tel. +55(021) 262-8208/ E-mail: rasananda.swami@bbt.se)

San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799

Sdo Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686, Accra North

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@bbt.se

Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@bbt.se

# Johannesburg, South Africa — 40 Impala Crescent, Ext. 5 (mail: P.O. Box 926), Lenasia,

1820 South Africa)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975/ Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/
E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com
Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajaoo Estate 7/8 Bus stop, International
Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169/
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 286946)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740857
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer (mail: P, 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes)/
Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 686-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hki@bow.intnet.mu
Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., 6000
Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCOMN Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

* Newlisting 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

THE BASIS OF
MATERIAL BONDAG

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna,
describes the power and danger of attraction to the opposite sex.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 31

37 TgegUgey F =@tead: W |
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tat-srsta-srsta-srstesu
ko nv akhandita-dhth puman
rsirht narayanam rte
yosin-mayyeha mayayd

tat—by Brahma; srsta-srsta-srstesu—amongst all living enti-
ties begotten; kah—who; nu—indeed; akhandita—not dis-
tracted; dhih—his intelligence; puman—male; rsim—the
sage; narayanam—Narayana; rie
in the form of a woman; iha—here; mayaya—by maya.

Amongst all kinds of living entities begotten by Brahma,
namely men, demigods and animals, none but the sage
Narayana is immune to the attraction of maya in the form
of woman.

PURPORT: The first living creature is Brahma himself, and
from him were created sages like Marici, who in their turn
created Kasyapa Muni and others, and Kasyapa Muni and
the Manus created different demigods and human beings,
etc. But there is none among them who is not attracted by
the spell of maya in the form of woman. Throughout the
entire material world, beginning from Brahma down to the

except; yosi-mayya — |

small, insignificant creatures like the ant, everyone is at-
tracted by sex life. That is the basic principle of this mate-
rial world. Lord Brahma’s being attracted by his daughter
is the vivid example that no one is exempt from sexual at-
traction to woman. Woman, therefore, is the wonderful cre-
ation of maya to keep the conditioned soul in shackles.
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balar me pasya mayayah
stri-mayya jayino disam

va karoti padakrantan
bhriavi-jrmbhena kevalam

balam—the strength; me—My; pasya—Dbehold; mayayah
—of maya; stri-mayyah—in the shape of a woman; javinah
—conquerors; disam—of all directions; ya—who; karoti —
makes; pada-akrantan—following at her heels; bhravi
—of her eyebrows; jrmbhena—by the movement; kevalam
—merely.

Just try to understand the mighty strength of My maya in
the shape of woman, who by the mere movement of her
eyebrows can keep even the greatest conquerors of the
world under her grip.

PURPORT: There are many instances in the history of the
world of a great conqueror’s being captivated by the charms
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of a Cleopatra. One has to study the captivating potency of
woman, and man’s attraction for that potency. From what
source was this generated? According to Vedanta-satra, we
can understand that everything is generated from the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. It is enunciated there,
Janmady asya yatah. This means that the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, or the Supreme Person, Brahman, the
Absolute Truth, is the source from whom everything ema-
nates. The captivating power of woman, and man’s suscep-
tibility to such attraction, must also exist in the Supreme
Personality of Godhead in the spiritual world and must be
represented in the transcendental pastimes of the Lord.
The Lord is the Supreme Person, the supreme male. As
a common male wants to be attracted by a female, that pro-
pensity similarly exists in the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. He also wants to be attracted by the beautiful

features of a woman. Now the question is, if He wants to be |

captivated by such womanly attraction, would He be at-
tracted by any material woman? It is not possible. Even
persons who are in this material existence can give up wom-
anly attraction if they are attracted by the Supreme Brah-
man. Such was the case with Haridasa Thakura. A beautiful
prostitute tried to attract him in the dead of night, but since
he was situated in devotional service, in transcendental love
of Godhead, Haridasa Thakura was not captivated. Rather,
he turned the prostitute into a great devotee by his tran-
scendental association. This material attraction, therefore,
certainly cannot attract the Supreme Lord. When He wants
to be attracted by a woman, He has to create such a woman
from His own energy. That woman is Radharani. It is ex-
plained by the Gosvamis that Radharani is the manifesta-
tion of the pleasure potency of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. When the Supreme Lord wants to derive tran-
scendental pleasure, He has to create a woman from His
internal potency. Thus the tendency to be attracted by wom-
anly beauty is natural because it exists in the spiritual world.
In the material world it is reflected pervertedly, and there-
fore there are so many inebrieties.

Instead of being attracted by material beauty, if one is
accustomed to be attracted by the beauty of Radharani and
Krsna, then the statement of Bhagavad-gita, param drstva
nivartate, holds true. When one is attracted by the transcen-
dental beauty of Radha and Krsna, he is no longer attracted
by material feminine beauty. That is the special significance
of Radha-Krsna worship. That is testified to by Yamun-
acarya. He says, “Since I have become attracted by the
beauty of Radha and Krsna, when there is attraction for a
woman or a memory of sex life with a woman, I at once spit
on it, and my face turns in disgust.” When we are attracted
by Madana-mohana and the beauty of Krsna and His con-
sorts, then the shackles of conditioned life, namely the
beauty of a material woman, cannot attract us.
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sangam na kuryat pramadasu jatu
vogasya param param aruruksuh

mat-sevaya pratilabdhatma-labho
vadanti ya niraya-dvaram asya

sangam—association; na—not; kuryat—one should make;
pramadasu—with women; jatu—ever; yogasya—of yoga;
param—culmination; param—topmost; aruruksuh—one
who aspires to reach; mat-sevaya—by rendering service unto

| Me; pratilabdha—obtained; arma-labhah—self-realization;

vadanti—they say; yah—which women; niraya—to hell;
dvaram—the gateway; asya—of the advancing devotee.

One who aspires to reach the culmination of yoga and has
realized his self by rendering service unto Me should never
associate with an attractive woman, for such a woman is
declared in the scripture to be the gateway to hell for the
advancing devotee.

PURPORT: The culmination of yoga is full Krsna conscious-
ness. This is affirmed in Bhagavad-gita: a person who is al-
ways thinking of Krsna in devotion is the topmost of all
yogis. And in the second chapter of the first canto of Srimad-
Bhégavatam, it is also stated that when one becomes freed
from material contamination by rendering devotional ser-
vice unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he can at
that time understand the science of God.

Here the word pratilabdhatma-labhah occurs. Arma
means “self,” and labha means “gain.” Generally, condi-
tioned souls have lost their arma, or self, but those who
are transcendentalists have realized the self. It is directed
that such a self-realized soul who aspires to the topmost
platform of yogic perfection should not associate with
young women. In the modern age, however, there are so
many rascals who recommend that while one has genitals
he should enjoy women as much as he likes, and at the
same time he can become a yogi. In no standard yoga sys-
tem is the association of women accepted. It is clearly stated
here that the association of women is the gateway to hell-
ish life. The association of woman is very much restricted
in the Vedic civilization. Out of the four social divisions,
the brahmacari, vanaprastha, and the sannyasi—three
orders—are strictly prohibited from the association of
women; only the grhasthas, or householders, are given li-
cense to have an intimate relationship with a woman, and
that relationship is also restricted for begetting nice chil-
dren. If, however, one wants to stick to continued existence
in the material world, he may indulge in female association
unrestrictedly.
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Yopayati Sanair maya
vosid deva-vinirmita

lam iksetatmano mriyurm
trnaih kiipam ivavrtam

ya—she who; upayati—approaches; sanaih—slowly; maya— |

representation of maya; yosit—woman; deva—by the Lord,;
vinirmita—created; tam—her; tkseta—one must regard;
atmanah—of the soul; mrtyum—death; trnaih—with grass;
kiipam—a well; iva—Tlike; avrtam—covered.

The woman, created by the Lord, is the representation of
maya, and one who associates with such maya by accepting
services must certainly know that this is the way of death,
just like a blind well covered with grass.

PURPORT: Sometimes it happens that a rejected well is cov- |

ered by grass, and an unwary traveler who does not know
of the existence of the well falls down, and his death is as-
sured. Similarly, association with a woman begins when one
accepts service from her, because woman is especially cre-
ated by the Lord to give service to man. By accepting her
service, a man is entrapped. If he is not intelligent enough
to know that she is the gateway to hellish life, he may in-
dulge in her association very liberally. This is restricted for
those who aspire to ascend to the transcendental platform.
Even fifty years ago in Hindu society, such association was

restricted. A wife could not see her husband during the |

daytime. Householders even had different residential quar-
ters. The internal quarters of a residential house were for
the woman, and the external quarters were for the man.

Acceptance of service rendered by a woman may ap-
pear very pleasing, but one should be very cautious in ac-
cepting such service because it is clearly said that woman is
the gateway to death, or forgetfulness of one’s self. She
blocks the path of spiritual realization.
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yar manyate patirn mohan
man-mayam rsabhayatim

stritvarn stri-sangatah prapto
vittapatya-grha-pradam

yam—which; manyate—she thinks; patim—her husband;
mohat—due to illusion; mat-mayam—My maya; rsabha—
in the form of a man; ayatim—coming; stritvam—the state
of being a woman; stri-sangatah—from attachment to a
woman; praptah—obtained; vitta—wealth; apatya—prog-
eny; grha—house; pradam—Dbestowing.

A living entity who, as a result of attachment to a woman in
his previous life, has been endowed with the form of a
woman, foolishly looks upon maya in the form of a man,

her hushand, as the bestower of wealth, progeny, house,
and other material assets.

PURPORT: From this verse it appears that a woman is also
supposed to have been a man in his (her) previous life, and
due to his attachment to his wife, he now has the body of a
woman. Bhagavad-gita confirms this: a man gets his next
life’s birth according to what he thinks of at the time of
death. If someone is too attached to his wife, naturally he
thinks of his wife at the time of death, and in his next life he
takes the body of a woman. Similarly, if a woman thinks of
her husband at the time of death, naturally she gets the body
of a man in the next life. In the Hindu scriptures, therefore,
woman’s chastity and devotion to man is greatly empha-
sized. A woman’s attachment to her husband may elevate
her to the body of a man in her next life, but a man’s attach-
ment to a woman will degrade him, and in his next life he
will get the body of a woman. We should always remember,
as it is stated in the Gia, that both the gross and subtle
material bodies are dresses; they are the shirt and coat of
the living entity. To be either a woman or a man only in-
volves one’s bodily dress. The soul in nature is actually the
marginal energy of the Supreme Lord. Every living entity,
being classified as energy, is supposed to be originally a
woman, or one who is enjoyed. In the body of a man there
is a greater opportunity to get out of the material clutches;
there is less opportunity in the body of a woman. In this
verse it is indicated that the body of a man should not be
misused through forming an attachment to women and thus
becoming too entangled in material enjoyment, which will
result in getting the body of a woman in the next life. A
woman is generally fond of household prosperity, orna-
ments, furniture, and dresses. She is satisfied when the hus-
band supplies all these things sufficiently. The relationship
between man and woman is very complicated, but the sub-
stance is that one who aspires to ascend to the transcen-
dental stage of spiritual realization should be very careful

{ in accepting the association of a woman. In the stage of

Krsna consciousness, however, such restriction of associa-
tion may be slackened because if a man’s and woman’s at-
tachment is not to each other but to Krsna, then both of
them are equally cligible to get out of the material entangle-
ment and reach the abode of Krsna. As it is confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita, anyone who seriously takes to Krsna con-

| sciousness—whether in the lowest species of life or a woman

or of the less intelligent classes, such as the mercantile or

{ laborer class—will reach the abode of Krsna. A man should

not be attached to a woman, nor should a woman be at-
tached to a man. Both man and woman should be attached
to the service of the Lord. Then there is the possibility of
liberation from material entanglement for both of them.
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BOOK SECTION: fRTﬂlﬂD—BHﬁﬁﬁVﬂTﬂﬂl _

tam atmane vijaniyat
paty-apatya-grhatmakam

daivopasaditam mrtyum
mrgayor gayanam yatha

tam—the Lord’s maya; atmanah—of herself; vijaniyat—
she should know; pati—husband; apatya—children; grha
—house; atmakam—consisting of; daiva—by the auth-
ority of the Lord; upasaditam—brought about; mrtyum—
death; mrgayoh—of the hunter; gayanam—the singing;
vatha—as.

A woman, therefore, should consider her husband, her
house, and her children to be the arrangement of the ex-
ternal energy of the Lord for her death, just as the sweet
singing of the hunter is death for the deer.

PURPORT: In these instructions of Lord Kapiladeva it
is explained that not only is woman the gateway to hell
for man, but man is also the gateway to hell for woman. It
is a question of attachment. A man becomes attached to
a woman because of her service, her beauty, and many
other assets, and similarly a woman becomes attached to
a man for his giving her a nice place to live, ornaments,
dress, and children. It is a question of attachment for one
another. As long as either is attached to the other for
such material enjoyment, the woman is dangerous for the
man, and the man is also dangerous for the woman. But
if the attachment is transferred to Krsna, both of them
become Krsna conscious, and then marriage is very nice.
Srila Riipa Gosvami therefore recommends:

anasaktasya visayan
yatharham upayunjatah
nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe
yuktarit vairagyam ucyate
(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.255)

Man and woman should live together as householders in
relationship with Krsna, only for the purpose of discharg-
ing duties in the service of Krsna. Engage the children,
engage the wife, and engage the husband, all in Krsna
conscious duties, and then all these bodily or material at-
tachments will disappear. Since the via medium is Krsna,
the consciousness is pure, and there is no possibility of
degradation at any time.
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dehena jiva-bhiitena
lokal lokam anuvrajan
bhusijana eva karmdni
karoty aviratam puman
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dehena—on account of the body; jiva-bhitena—possessed
by the living entity; lokat—from one planet; lokam—to
another planet; anuvrajan—wandering; bhunijanah—enjoy-
ing; eva—so; karmani—fruitive activities; karoti—he does;
aviratam—incessantly; puman—the living entity.

Due to his particular type of body, the materialistic living
entity wanders from one planet to another, following fruitive
activities. In this way, he involves himself in fruitive activi-
ties and enjoys the result incessantly.

PURPORT: When the living entity is encaged in the ma-
terial body, he is called jiva-bhiita, and when he is free from
the material body he is called brahma-bhiita. By changing
his material body birth after birth, he travels not only in
the different species of life, but also from one planet to an-
other. Lord Caitanya says that the living entities, bound by
fruitive activities, are wandering in this way throughout the
universe, and if by some chance or by pious activities they
get in touch with a bona fide spiritual master, by the grace
of Krsna, then they get the seed of devotional service. Af-
ter getting this seed, if one sows it within his heart and pours
water on it by hearing and chanting, the seed grows into a
big plant, and there are fruits and flowers which the living
entity can enjoy, even in this material world. That is called
the brahma-bhiita stage. In his designated condition, a liv-
ing entity is called materialistic, and upon being freed from
all designations, when he is fully Krsna conscious, engaged
in devotional service, he is called liberated. Unless one gets
the opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual mas-
ter by the grace of the Lord, there is no possibility of one’s
liberation from the cycle of birth and death in the different
species of life and through the different grades of planets.
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jivo hy asyanugo deho
bhiutendriya-mano-mayah

tan-nirodho ‘sya maranam
avirbhavas tu sambhavah

jivah—the living entity; hii—indeed; asya—of him; anugah—
suitable; dehah—body; bhiita—gross material elements;
indriya—senses; manah—mind; mayah—made of; tat—of
the body; nirodhah—destruction; asya—of the living entity;
maranam-—death; avirbhavah—manifestation; ru—but;

| sambhavah—birth.

In this way the living entity gets a suitable body with a ma-
terial mind and senses, according to his fruitive activities.
When the reaction of his particular activity comes to an

| end, that end is called death, and when a particular type of
| reaction begins, that beginning is called birth.

(continued in the next issue)



CHERISHED DESIRE
(continued from page 13)

BTG: [s it the scale of the building that
makes it difficult?

AD: No. It’s the scale on an organiza-
tional level. It’s the biggest thing Srila
Prabhupada’s followers have ever at-
tempted. And because it’s a spiritual
endeavor, maya will try to thwart it
at every turn. Here we are, more than
twenty years after Prabhupada’s depar-
ture, and we’ve had many detours. I
think Srila Prabhupada’s followers
have been sincere in their endeavors,
but there has been a lot of inevitable
trial and error, and that has fostered
questions of ability and credibility.
BTG: At this point, how do you feel
about the project?

AD: I would like to have more infor-
mation readily available. There’s such
a distance between here and India. I
plan to spend more time there in the
future. But in general I have confi-
dence in Abhirama [the project direc-
tor]. He has done large-scale projects
before, so he’s qualified to carry out a
lot of this work. And I think that as a
society, ISKCON is ready. We need a
project like this to unite us. But we may
encounter more challenges.

BTG: What kinds of challenges?

AD: We can be our own worst enemies.
Splintering is an example, which is
common after the disappearance of a
religious founder. It may get worse.
BTG: Can Mayapur unite us?

AD: It has to. We're not getting any
younger, and none of us want to end
our lives without at least a good begin-
ning in fulfilling Srila Prabhupada’s
order to build Mayapur. We have to
compartmentalize our differences, and
if we do, we will realize that our differ-
ences are not that great.

BTG: Have you seen examples of that |
unity? !
AD: Only in kirtana, at festivals. But
the same could happen with Mayapur.
BTG: What gives Mayapur such uni-
versality?

AD: Mayapur is Srila Prabhupada’s
cherished dream. The acaryas envi-
sioned the Mayapur project. Lord
Nityananda predicted it. Mayapur is
the center of our heritage, like Rome |
or Mecca. Mayapur should be impor- |
tant to everyone who chants Hare |
Krsna. ’

BTG: Is money for Mayapur well
spent?

AD: Certainly it's well spent. In Ameri-
ca the same amount of money wouldn’t
go nearly as far.

BTG: Do you see the temple taking a
long time to build?

AD: Well, this is a long-term project.
You have to see it like that. At the same
time, once you get started with con-
struction you can’t stop; you have to
keep the momentum going. We can’t
do this in fits and starts. Otherwise
we’ll struggle to build the temple over
decades and centuries, like the Wash-
ington Cathedral or the Washington
Monument. We’re constrained by our
short lifetimes. If we realize that, things
will change drastically. We’ll build this
temple in short order, as Prabhupada
desired.

BTG: In addition to the temple, the
Mayapur Project leaders are working
on social projects for the surrounding

| region. How do you feel about that?

AD: I like the fact that the ecological
and other non-religious aspects are
being pursued. It gives people an op-
portunity to put money to benefit very
poor people. One of the trends of the
new millennium will be the continued
divergence between the rich and the
poor. The gulf grows every year, so
people want to put their money where
the poorest people are.

BTG: [sn’t that akin to mundane wel-
fare work, which Srila Prabhupada
criticized?

AD: There is nothing mundane about
it. Mayapur is not just any part of the
world. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu ap-
peared there, and Srila Prabhupada
preached there. So by helping people
in Mayapur, the Lord is at the center.
The center is different, and so the con-
sciousness is different. That’s our mes-
sage: carry on with your activities, but
put Krsna in the center. 3

MIRE

Gaura Pimima 2000 Semester

FEBRUARY 4-MARCH 7/ Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal

Courses and instructors:

The History of Our Vaisnava Tradition—Bhakti Caru Swami
Strengthening the Vaisnava Community—Bhakti-tirtha Swami
From Sraddha to Prema—Prahladananda Swami
Astrology and Varnasrama Dharma: How to Understand Your Nature
Through the Horoscope (an introductory course)—Anantaripa Dasa
(Course title to be announced.)—Gopiparanadhana Dasa
The Parncaratrika Process of Deity Worship in ISKCON—
Jananivasa Dasa, Pankajanghri Dasa, and Nrsimhha Kavaca Dasa
Interactive Demonstration and Hands-On Vedic Cooking—Kurma Dasa
Reading and Discussing The Great Transcendental Adventure:
Pastimes of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada in Australia and New Zealand—Kuarma Dasa
Revealing Navadvipa Dhama—Manjari Devi Dasi
Yoga for Health and Vitality in the Iyengar Tradition
(women only)—Felio V. Tsacrios

Check the VIHE website for updates (http://www.iskcon.net/vihe/).
Courses will be held five days a week,
with guided tours of Mayapur holy places one day each week.

Registration deadline: January 21

Contact: Janmastami Dasa, c/o ISKCON Mayapur, PO. Box 10279,
Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019, India; e-mail: janmastami.sdg@bbt.se.

* Mayapur Institute of Higher Education
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Mavapur
Rea},]ligations

Mayapur residents speak about life in the holiest of holy places.
Adapted from interviews by Mahamaya Devi Dasi

Originally from England, Krsna Mad-
huri Devi Dasi joined the Hare Krsna
movement in Australia. She had lived
in Vrndavana for a few years before
moving to Mayapur three years ago.

N THE MORNINGS I assist the pii-

jaris, the devotees directly attend-

ing the Deities. I take care of the
Deities’ paraphernalia, set up the jew-
elry trays, make new jewelry, iron Lord
Nrsimhadeva’s clothes, clean the De-
ity paraphernalia rooms, grind sandal-
wood to make paste, and so on. In the
afternoons I do secretarial service in
the office of my spiritual master, His
Holiness Jayapataka Maharaja.

Srila Prabhupada’s mood of com-
passion is very much predominant
in Mayapur. The dynamic energy of
devotees engaged in spreading Krsna
consciousness enlivens the atmo-
sphere. Traveling groups are always
going out to distribute Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books, and when they return
there’s a nice mood of appreciation
from the other devotees.

Efforts to deliver Krsna conscious-
ness to others are always expanding.
Bhakti Purusottama Maharaja regu-
larly organizes Bhagavad-gita con-
ferences, where people who have
bought Gitas from the traveling book-
distribution parties are invited for a
three-day intensive course in bhakti-
yoga. There are similar programs for e el IS
students. Of course, guests are always Krsna Madhurt Devi Dasi
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coming here just to visit, and devotees
engage them in either chanting in the
temple or writing the holy name in the
park.

Because Mayapur is near the Gan-
ga, the breeze from the Ganga is al-
ways blowing over us. Ganga-devi [the
goddess of the river] is always chant-

ing the holy names of the Lord. There- |

fore anyone who comes in contact with
the Ganga or is touched by the breeze

becomes enthusiastic to chant Hare |

Krsna.

The emphasis on teaching Krsna
consciousness, while cultivating our
own hearing and chanting, creates a
healthy, balanced mood. We cultivate
our attachment to the holy name and
at the same time try our best to dis-
tribute the holy name to others.

It feels like we're in a spiritual
oasis, insulated from the
material world. Lord Cai-
tanya is holding us up by
His causeless mercy; there-
fore everything is so much
easier here. As soon as we
enter Mayapur, we feel
lightness and relief, having
come under the cooling
shade of the lotus feet of
Lord Caitanya. Mayapur is
the spiritual world. When
Lord Caitanya is pleased
that we are sincerely tak-
ing shelter of and follow-
ing the instructions of His
pure devotees, then ev-
erything will be revealed
to us.

Living in Mayapur has
helped me so much spiri-
tually. I came here during
an extremely stressful time
in my life. I wanted to take shelter of
the lotus feet of Lord Caitanya, who
is so very merciful. And His dhama,
His sacred abode, is similarly merciful.
When I came to Mayapur I felt pro-
tected and sheltered. Wherever we are
in Mayapur, we can hear the holy
name. Devotees chant round the clock
in Srila Prabhupada’s original house,
tapes of his chanting are played over
loudspeakers in Srila Prabhupada’s
Samadhi and in the park, and devo-
tees are almost always singing for the
Deities in the temple.

I have been able to appreciate

more and more the great value of the
association and friendship of the Vais-
navas. It’s the most treasured thing.
This society of devotees that Srila
Prabhupada has given us is a precious
gift. In times of need, especially, we
depend on the mercy of the Vaisnavas.
It’s through the Vaisnavas that Krsna
extends His mercy and kindness. We're
so much indebted to Srila Prabhu-
pada and also to all the devotees by
whose mercy we're able to live here in
Mayapur and attempt to render some
service.

Before I came to Mayapur, Krsna
took everything away from me, even
the persons most dear to me. Within
the space of two weeks my husband
died and I lost my previous spiritual
master. So when I arrived in Mayapur
I was in a very wretched condition.

| Somehow I became the object of the

compassion of the devotees and re-
ceived their mercy. By hearing from
the Vaisnavas I was able to accept
everything that happened to me as
Krsna’s mercy. By taking shelter of
the Deities, who are so very merciful,
and experiencing so much recipro-
cation from Them, I’ve been feeling
increasing hope, faith, and conviction
in my Krsna consciousness. Although
by Krsna’s arrangement my life is much
simpler now, I'm experiencing greater
happiness and satisfaction than ever
before.

| Uttama-sloka Dasa is in charge of Srila
Prabhupada’s Samadhi in Mayapur.
Originally from Italy, he has been liv-
ing in Mayapur for ten years.

INCE I FIRST CAME to Mayapur,

it’s become much busier—more
activities, many more devotees,
many more pilgrims. Mayapur is at-
tracting the attention and interest of
not only the people of West Bengal but
of all of India. It’s satisfying the spiri-

| tual quest of all the people who visit.
Srila Prabhupada’s Samadhi re-
ceives an average of 125,000 pilgrims
a month in the high season (winter),
and 45,000 in the low season (rainy sea-
son). In the peak month of January, we
have up to 350,000 pilgrims. On holy
days such as Gaura Parnima, 50,000
people come in one day. We distribute

s "

Uttama-sloka Dasa

700,000 pieces of prasadam a year.

Forty devotees serve full-time at the
Samadhi, and another forty are staff
members.

Donations from prasadam distribu-
tion and museum tours provide enough
money to maintain the Samadhi and
the grounds.

I'd like to encourage everyone to
come to Mayapur. It’s a wonderful
spiritual experience that’s not to be
missed.

I tried many times to stay in other
temples, but I never could stay long.
I don’t think I’'m very spiritual. But
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although I've often thought of leaving
Mayapur, I'm still here. So Mayapur
must be very good for spiritual life.

I can’t compare living in Mayapur
with living in any other place. I feel
cared for in Mayapur. Despite my in-
ability to dive deep into the essence
of the dhama, I do feel that Mayapur
offers a unique gift.

I have personal experience in Vrn-
davana and other holy places that it’s
so difficult to stay unless you're very
Krsna conscious. If you commit of-
fenses in the other dhamas, the reac-
tions come to you like a ton of bricks.

But in Mayapur it seems that no mat- |

ter what mistakes you make, the Lord
doesn’t kick you out. There’s always a
second chance. That mercy is very
tangible. That is my experience in
Mayapur, and that’s why I'm still here.

Sivananda Dasa, originally from Po-
land, received spiritual initiation at the
age of thirteen. An accountant for the
construction department, he has lived
in Mayapur since October 1996.

AYAPUR IS THE most Krsna
conscious place I've ever lived.
Everyone who comes here
knows about Krsna. I joined ISKCON
in 1982, when Krsna consciousness was
underground in Poland. There was no
question of giving Krsna consciousness

Sivananda Dasa
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to others. We could not even 3
leave the house wearing a =2
dhoti.

Living in Mayapur has
made me more Krsna con- -
scious. You can’t forget
Krsna here. And I’ve be-
come more conscious of how
Krsna fulfills our desires,
whether spiritual or material.

For example, one day my
wife was telling me stories
about our Deities, which she
has worshiped since before
we were married. She said
that every time she ran out
of incense, someone would
give her some incense, even
though she hadn’t asked
for it. This happened many
times, not just with incense,
but also with oils and other
paraphernalia.

I was thinking, “I’ve taken
care of these Deities for two
years, but nothing like that
has ever happened to me.”

Then the very next day;, I
ran out of incense, and a
brahmacari gave me a gift of
some incense. Krsna fulfilled
my desire so quickly, making
His own arrangements for
my service to Him.

I was a devotee for ten
years before my first visit to
Mayapur. Once I came, I liked it so
much I started coming every year. My
desire now is to stay in Mayapur and
be an accountant for the new temple
for the rest of my life. Let everyone
come and get their desires fulfilled.

e o

Yamanuja Devi Dasi, the wife of Siva- |

nanda Dasa, is also from Poland. She
is twenty-seven years old, has an in-
fant son, and loves to distribute Srila
Prabhupada’s books, a service she has
done since the first day she joined
ISKCON, nine years ago.

AYAPUR S AN easy place for

those who want to distribute

books for life. Just step out the
door and people are there, always new
people. The Indian people are eager
to hear from us Westerners. They want
to know why we took up Krsna con-
sciousness. In the West I often had to
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Yamanuja Devi Dasi

struggle just to get myself out of the
house, and people weren’t always nice.
In Mayapur you don’t have to make a
special endeavor to tell others about
Krsna consciousness; there are so
many opportunities.

Even with a baby I’ve been able to
continue distributing books. Madhava
is helpful. He takes time from me, but
he also gets the attention of the people.
They come to see the baby and end up
with books.

One time I was speaking with a
friend near the temple, and a group of
villagers surrounded us.

The eldest man, the group leader,
said in Bengali, “Look at the little
Vaisnava, and he has little tilaka [the
clay mark on the forehead].”

Someone else noticed, “And he has
little neck beads.”

I took out a book, The Life and Pre-
cepts of Lord Caitanya, from between



Madhava and his front pack and said,
“And he also has a little sastra [scrip-
ture|—for a little price.”

They liked the joke and bought the
books I had with me. I had to go back
to the box and get more so that tney
could each get one.

My desire to do this devotional ser-
vice has been fulfilled in Mayapur. 1
don’t know if I'd be able to do this in
the West with a baby. Here I have to
make an endeavor not to do it.

In Mayapur if you make even a little
endeavor, you feel very much re-
warded. In the West I felt like I had
to struggle more. In Mayapur, Krsna
consciousness seems so natural.

One day I was thinking about how
I had been neglectful in my chanting,
and I decided to do something about
iy =
I prayed to Lord Nrsimhadeva,
“Please help me with my chanting,
and then I went to S‘rimad-Bhrigavaram
class.

After class, a Bengali brahmacari
[male celibate student] I didn’t know
said, “Did you lose your beads?”

I checked, and I didn’t have them.
“Strange,” I thought.

He said, “They’re hanging on the
gate in front of Lord Nrsimhadeva.”

As I retrieved them I thought, “The
Lord must have heard my prayer.”

Since then I have really tried my
best when chanting.

Any devotees with no particular
mission in the West should come here.
So many guests come that we can’t
possibly speak to all of them. We need
hundreds of devotees to answer ques-
tions, take the guests around, and make
them feel welcome.

Originally from a village in West Ben-
gal, Kamalapati Dasa joined ISKCON
in Mayapur in 1992, He is the com-
munity’s leading distributor of Srila
Prabhupada’s books.

HE DIFFERENCE between my
life in Mayapur and my former
life is like the difference between
heaven and hell. When I was at home,
I didn’t have the association of devo-
tees. I had no idea about the four
regulative principles—no meat-eating,

no illicit sex, no intoxication, and no |
gambling. I didn’t know that Krsna is |

| God. I didn't recognize that the ma-
terial world is full of misery.

When I was living at home, I had
no idea that there is so much pleasure
in living in an ashram. I knew only the
stereotyped life—getting a job, get-
ting married, and so on. After coming
here, I could understand that there is
a much better life, the life of devotional
service.

I find a clear distinction between
material life and spiritual life. In ma-
terial life people are envious of one
another, always quarreling, fighting. In
spiritual life those things are not there
—or at least they are rare.

When I received my brahmana ini-
tiation, my spiritual master told me
to live in Mayapur and preach whole-
heartedly. For the last six years I have
| been distributing Srila Prabhupada’s

books. My main preaching areas are
the states of Assam, Meghalaya, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, and Nagaland. These
places are in the Himalayan foothills
northeast of Bengal, and they are all
disturbed by terrorists. Though my
service is sometimes dangerous, Krsna
always protects me.

Living in Mayapur and distributing
books help me understand the instruc-
tions and teachings of my guru, Srila
E_’rabhupéda, Lord Caitanya, and the
Srimad-Bhagavatam. P

Mahamaya Devi Dasi, who conduct-
ed the interviews, is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada. Originally from the USA,
she spends most of the year in Mayapur.
When she’s in the States, she proofreads
for BTG. She is compiling a database
of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples.

Kamalapati Dasa (left)
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SPIRITUAL PLACES

A Western Pilgrim

Nitya-trpta Devi Dasi

AITANYA Mahaprabhu appeared

to deliver divine love of Krsna to

people all over the world, and
Srila Prabhupada made Lord Cai-
tanya’s mission a reality for fortunate
people like me. Although I am a neo-
phyte still steeped in mundane vision,
by the kindness of Srila Prabhupada
and Lord Caitanya I have been able to
spend much time in Sridham Mayapur,
the birthplace of Lord Caitanya Him-
self. Here are some impressions from
a recent pilgrimage.

TRAVEL

Although I always love going back
to Sridham Mayapur, I'm not looking
forward to checking onto the airplane.
My husband, Krsna Prema Dasa, and

I are overloaded with equipment this |

| year and expect to have to pay a hefty

overweight charge. The limit is 23 ki-
los per person, giving us a total of 46
kilos. Our baggage weighed in at 75
kilos, and we don’t expect the airline
to look the other way.

As we walk to the check-in at the
Copenhagen airport, an airline official
waves us from the crowded queue at
the coach counter to the vacant first-
class counter. The woman at the coun-
ter doesn’t bat an eye at our being so
much overweight. We save about $500.
I've heard that you can’t buy a ticket
to the holy dhama, that you can go
there only by Krsna’s mercy. I take the
incident as a sign of Krsna’s mercy and
an auspicious start to our pilgrimage.

We arrive in Calcutta just twenty
minutes behind schedule. Although we
had arranged for a jeep, it never shows
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up. So we take one of the ubiquitous
bright yellow Ambassador taxis, a *50s-
style British sedan. After a half-hour
ride through the grit and bustle of
suburban Calcutta, we enter the lush,
perfectly flat Bengali countryside. Me-
ticulously attended rice paddies stretch
to the horizon on both sides of the
road. Aside from the screeching horns
of the extravagantly painted lorries
(trucks), it is a peaceful, if bumpy,
three-hour ride north to Mayapur.
Driving the final-—and roughest—
stretch of road, we pass the house of
Srinivasa Acarya, where Lord Cai-
tanya began His sarikirtana movement.
We then pass the samddhis (memorial
tombs) of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sara-
svati and Gaura Kisora Dasa Babaji,
great gurus in our line, and the birth-
place of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu



“After a refreshing afternoon swim,
we relax on the shore of the Ganga
and discuss pastimes of Lord Caitanya.”

by Nitya-trpta Devi Dasi

pta Devi Dasi
 p—r—

A view of the
ISKCON
Mayapur com-
pound (top) as
one looks west
toward the
Ganges from

a temple guest
house. At left,

a farmer plows
ISKCON’s land
the traditional,
earth-friendly
way. (The temple
is adjacent to
ISKCON’s

" property.)




Himself. Its beautiful temple, built by
the great Bhaktivisiddhanta Sarasvati
(Srila Prabhupada’s guru), stands tall
above the flat countryside.

Finally we reach our destination:
the ISKCON temple in Sridham Maya-
pur, the Mayapur Chandrodaya Man-
dir, founded by our beloved guru, Srila
Prabhupada. After climbing from the
cramped cab, we reverentially bow our
heads to the ground, in the dust of the
holy dhama.

A PEACEFUL LIFE

Several hundred devotees repre-
senting all the continents live in the
ISKCON Mayapur complex, which
covers many acres. A palpable, bene-
volent spiritual atmosphere and a sim-
ple way of life attract them to visit and
stay. We make our way to our second-
story flat in the grhastha (householder)
colony, where some fifty families live
in a variety of private homes and apart-
ment buildings.
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Srila Prabhupada’s Samadhi (above, left) receives 45,000 to
125,000 visitors a month. Above, a fountain adds to the beauty
of the park near the temple. At left, a devotee from the Orient
answers a pilgrim’s questions.

I'love ISKCON Mayapur. From our
flat you can take a short and healthy
walk or bike ride to the beautiful tem-
ple of Sri Sri Radha-Madhava. Every
day Their Lordships and Their eight
attendant gopis (cowherd girls) sport
beautiful outfits in endless varieties
of colors and patterns. Before separ-
ate altars in the huge temple one
can pray to Lord Nrsimhadeva (Lord
Krsna’s half-man, half-lion incarna-
tion) and Sri Paiica-tattva (Lord Cai-
tanya in five forms). A mirti (carved
form) of Srila Prabhupada surveys
the entire temple room from a marble
vyasasana (the seat of the guru). On
the way back to my flat I often visit
Srila Prabhupada’s Samadhi, its
graceful 180-foot dome surrounded by
elevated walkways, parks, and a lake.

Elsewhere on the Mayapur prop-
erty one finds schools for young and
older children as well as a research in-
stitute for Vaisnava studies. A huge
kitchen area feeds thousands of guests.
Shops and stalls selling beads, Deities,
and other devotional necessities line
the inner and outer walls of the com-
pound. Doctors run both allopathic
and Ayurvedic clinics, and the devo-
tees operate a free ambulance service,
the only one available to the people of
the surrounding villages. Parks, snack
bars, guest houses, and other facilities
await the thousands of pilgrims who
enter daily—up to fifteen thousand on
weekends. Behind the temple stand
two four-story ashrams accommodat-
ing the hundreds of young men train-
ing as Vaisnava monks (brahmacaris).
Beyond the guest houses lies the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust complex,
where devotees publish hundreds of
thousands of Prabhupada’s books, sold
by the brahmacaris throughout Bengal.

Since Krsna Prema and I have por-
table occupations (and no children),
we often travel back and forth between
Mayapur and the West. This time we’d
been gone for six months. Over the
next week I went through all the cabi-
nets, cleaning and washing and dis-
carding old things no longer needed.

After a stint in the hectic West, the
simple Mayapur life refreshes the spir-
it. Uttam brings fresh milk to our door
every morning, as he has for the past
few years. He rides a bike with metal
cans—filled with milk and straw—on
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either side of the back wheel. The straw
keeps the milk from splashing out.
Milk costs eleven rupees a liter—about
twenty-five U.S. cents. Each day I boil
one liter, make it into fresh curd, press
it into a flat round patty, salt it, and put
it into our small refrigerator for use in
salads and vegetable dishes.

Tomatoes and greens come from
our neighbors’ gardens, along with lots
of basil. We either buy other vegetables
at the local market or pay Arun from
the neighboring village to go across the
river and get our supplies. Our maid,
Gauri, appears most days to wash the
laundry and the floor. During this dry
part of the year, the dusty air makes
her services essential. She has many
other houses on her list as well.

THE GANGA

The wide and powerful Ganga
(Ganges) takes a long, sweeping turn

to come within a few hundred feet of
ISKCON Mayapur. This most sacred
river originates from the lotus feet
of Lord Visnu, then flows from the
Himalayas across northern India, past
Mayapur, and through Calcutta to the
Bay of Bengal. To bathe in her cool,
sacred waters cleanses the soul of past
sins.

Almost every afternoon we bathe
in the Ganga. The weather is hot, rang-
ing from 75°F at night to 100 or more
during the day, with high humidity. A
refreshing afternoon swim is perfect.
For the past few years we’ve gone to
a nearby sandy shoal. This year it’s
gone, washed away in last year’s rainy-
season floods. So we go upriver to a
set of steps built by ISKCON, leading
to a calm inlet. To keep our towels dry
we take a one-rupee boatride across
the inlet and walk across another shoal
to the river. Here the Ganga flows
swiftly and eats away at the earth. All

across this 200-yard sandbar it’s at least
a four-foot drop to the water. Once
you’re in, the water becomes deep very
quickly, and you have to be careful.

Clay lines the banks of the Ganga,
with a creamy consistency that makes
a great mudpack. We relax on the shore
and discuss pastimes of Lord Caitanya.
The gentle breeze and cooling waters
of the mighty river offer welcome
relief from the heat.

STORM SEASON

Spring brings strong and sudden
showers from dark, thundering clouds.
In this part of West Bengal high, cool
winds accompany the storms. The
rainy season has now arrived. It cools
us down and wets the land. This year
everyone welcomes the rain, as there
has been none since October. The
high winds knock down trees and
sometimes blow away huts. Just before
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the rain, winds blow in sand from the
Ganga’s banks.

Usually the storms roll in during the
afternoon, though they come at other
times as well. We keep a watchful eye
on the sky, especially the northwest.
Monsoon rains usually come from the
southeast and bring no wind. A very
dark cloud mass lets us know that a
storm is on its way. The storms move
fast, so when we see one we hurry
home and close all the windows. If we
are going out on a pilgrimage, we care-
fully secure our flat so the dust doesn'’t
blow in everywhere.

Sometimes a storm springs up while
we're in the Ganga. When that hap-
pens, we stay in the water near the edge

Devotees chant in the streets of
Navadvipa (left), one of the larger
towns in the Mayapur area. At
right, a mrdanga (drum) maker at
work in his Navadvipa shop.
Below, ISKCON pilgrims take
advantage of what is often the best
way to reach holy places in the
Mayapur area.

Yamaraja Dasa

Background photo: Yamarija Disa
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instead of getting pelted by flying sand.
The cool and sometimes icy-cold blasts
of wind can be really refreshing in the
heat. Our neighbors, a couple from
Russia, often go out and sit on a bench
to take the refreshing rains.

When the storms come at night,

we wake up suddenly and have to
scramble to close all the windows. If
it’s too late and the winds are upon
us, we're better off leaving the win-
dows open, because closing them in
the wind is really tough. With all the
windows closed we wait and listen to

the wind and thunder, some-
times venturing to the roof to
catch the cool wind and water.
Then when the storm tails off,
we open the southerly doors
and windows and let the cool
breeze refresh the house.

CALCUTTA

Spiritual life should be as
simple as possible. Yet Lord
Caitanya’s great disciple Rupa
Gosvami also taught the prin-
ciple of yukta-vairagya—using
everything in the service of
the Lord. Krsna Prema and I
find ourselves needing com-
puter equipment for our devo-
tional service. So we ride back
to Calcutta to buy a computer
monitor and a power back-
up—for continuous operation
when storms knock out the current.
(This happens fairly often, although
ISKCON Mayapur does have its own
backup generators.) We've done our
research and lined up two stores that
stock these items. We encounter no
problems, although when it takes half
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cets, I remember that Srila
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his journey West from here. But for his

i 2 > never come to
the land of Lord C tanya.

On the way back to Mayapur we
notice the simple Indian way of doing
modern work with human labor. Some
road workers are extending the subway

tem and reinforcing the sides of a

eep pit with long wooden piles. After

rigging a tripod with bamboo poles,

they sling a rope and a pulley over the

top. Three men hoist and drop a huge

flat-ended weight, driving the 25-

foot piles into the ground. It seems to
work without a hitch.

On the v ck we pull in to New
Market, an old but air-conditioned in-
door market offering endless shoy
with everything from clothing to cal-
culators. We stop for fruits and veg-
etables. Bengal has some interesting
varieties. One fruit looks like a white
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elephant
used for fest
entertains a crowd
of pilgrims. At
right, local
children relax on
art. At far
right, farmers
draw water from
the Jalangi River
to irrigate their

fields.

an ox
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pear, but is crunchy and full of fresh
water. It has little taste but quenches
the thirst. The rose-apple is a small
round green fruit with a big ball of
a seed. It’s crunchy with a delicate
sweet rose flavor. We offer some fruits
to Lord Krsna and then enjoy them as
prasadam.

RESIDENTS OF THE DHAMA

Although I'm from the West and
materially privileged by comparison,
[ feel humbled by the natural devo-
tion and spirituality of the residents of
Mayapur. At the temple’s 4:30 A.M.

marngala-arati ceremony, one often |

sees dozens or even hundreds of local
residents who have risen hours earlier
and walked a great distance to attend.
On the weekends tens of thousands of
pilgrims flock to ISKCON Mayapur to

take the blessings of Sri Sri Radha- |

Madhava* and Srila Prabhupada.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu Him-
self spoke Bengali, and many impor-
tant scriptures appear in the classical
version of this pleasing and lilting
tongue. Through tapes or live chant-
ing, throughout Sridham Mayapur one
constantly hears the divinely beautiful
sound of Bengali bhajanas (devotional
songs). Chanting Lord Krsna’s holy
names seems to come so naturally to
these fortunate souls. I feel purified in
their association.

It is said that one should see all
residents of the holy dhama as associ-
ates of the Lord, even the animals.
Many diverse creatures reside in Maya-
pur. Large silvery monkeys, with black

* See article about Sri Sri Radha-Madhava
starting on page 56.
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faces, hands, feet, and tails, appear
here and there, although they are much
less numerous here than in other parts
of India. They look part human, part
Siamese cat, as they gracefully jump
from tree to tree, scramble up the sides
of buildings, or run along the ground.
A large family of these monkeys visits
every morning. Some of the devotees
feed them, although sometimes they
become mischievous, making a mess
out of a garden or a load of laundry on
a clothesline.

Last year in Vrndavana a small
monkey jumped on my shoulder and
snatched the glasses off my face. He
darted up a wall and began chewing on
them. A local boatman bribed the
monkey with sweets to get back the
glasses, badly chewed but usable. For-
tunately, the monkeys in Mayapur are
neither so mercenary nor small enough




to jump on your shoulder.

pur. Beautiful white cranes w
river or in the flooded rice fields. Par-
)y in chattering groups, and
rhout the day one hears doves
00. I cannot identify the many other
colorful birds, including the one who
perches in a tree near our window
every morning singing his song. This
little fellow serves as our alarm clock.

doo dah doo. With each set of the notes
he ups the pitch until it’s extremely
high. In the evening he cannot go so

park with about ten deer. The bucks

> remarkably long horns. Walking
past them through the central park one
reaches the elephant shed. ISKCON
Mayapur’s elephant is named Gulab,
meaning “rose.” She’s an Indian ele-
phant, much smaller and gentler than
the African variety. She loves bananas
and sweets. She also loves chest rubs.

Every Saturday night Gulab’s keep-
er adorns her with paint, ornaments,
and a fancy cloth. She then loads sev-
eral priests and the processional Dei-
ties from the temple on her back for a
one-hour walk around the Mayapur
compound. During frequent stops
devotees bring offerings to the Deities.
Gulab then takes the prasadam with
her trunk and majestically strides on.

The deer and the elephant pro-
vide beauty and entertainment for
the pilgrims in Mayapur. On a more
practical side are the cows and bulls.
ISKCON Mayapur maintains a go-
shalla, a bovine sanctuary, with numer-
ous milking cows and working bulls as
well as young and retired animals. Lo-
cal farmers use either bulls or water
buffaloes to till the fields for wheat and
vegetables and to prepare the watery
patches for planting rice. On hot after-
noons at the Ganga you often see farm-

s herd their buffaloes or bulls for a
refreshing bath.

Many types of Indian cows differ
sharply from those in the West. Un-
fortunately many of these indigenous
species have been
ern breeds to increase milk, usually un-
successfully. Thus many types are
becoming rare or even extinct. Brahma
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ilgrimage). At lefft,

Pilgrims (above)
chant the Hare

tra (walking

a cook prepares

desserts for Radha-

Madhava. At right,

devotees chant in

Gaura Parnima
festival.

bulls have a large hump behind their
head and long, floppy ears. Sometimes
I see a white pair of tall Brahma bulls
looking majestic as they pull a gurney
along the road.

In the western Indian state of Guja-
rat, bulls have massive, gradually ta-
pering horns that curve out, then in,
then out again at the top. Their shape
resembles a vase. For several years two

Lord

aitanya and Lord Nityananda
on a walking kirtana procession, or
padayatra, for tens of thousands of

kilometers throughout India. They

concluded their extraordinary journey

in Mayapur in 1986. A stone memo-

rial marks the event, and it has become

a favorite chanting site for pilgrims.
Other animals abound in M

such as dolphins in the Ganga, unique
and colorful lizards, and,
s and vipers. Th

en one, such serpents are
but in the evenings. The other
rsna Prema saw two cobras danc-

, even

grass, rising up, intertwin-
ing, then separating and slinking back
(please 5)
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The Ceriter of Attengon:
RADHA
MADHAVA

by Jananivasa Dasa

At the heart of any Krsna
conscious community are
the Deities. On the main al-
tar of the Mayapur Chandro-
daya Mandir (ISKCON's
temple in Mayapur) stand
Sri Sri Radha-Madhava
(Radha-Krsna) along with
Radha’s eight intimate gopi
(cowherd girl) friends. Over-
seeing the worship is Jana-
nivasa Dasa, who has been serving the

Deities in Mayapur for twenty-seven |

years. The following history of Radha-
Madhava was adapted from an inter-
view with Jananivasa conducted by
Mahamaya Devi Dasl.

toured India with a group of West-

ern disciples, holding Krsna con-
scious programs wherever they went.
During the tour a gentleman named
Mr. Dalmia gave Srila Prabhupada
three sets of brass Radha-Krsna Dei-
ties made from the same mold. Prabhu-
pada sent one set to the ISKCON cen-
ter in Boston (Radha-Gopivallabha),
one to the center in Berkeley (Radha-
Gokulananda), and one set (Radha-
Madhava) he kept with him.

While the party was in Gorakh-
pur, Uttar Pradesh, one morning Srila
Prabhupada taught the devotees the
song “Jaya Radha-Madhava.” Prabhu-

IN 197071, SRILA PRABHUPADA

Jananivasa Dasa

pada then began regularly
singing that song when-
ever he would speak on the
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

After the tour, Prabhu-
pada brought Sri Radha-
Madhava to the Calcutta
temple. When we had our
first Gaura Parnima (Lord
Caitanya’s appearance day)
celebration in Mayapur in
March 1972, Prabhupada said that
Radha-Madhava should come to the
program. We put up a tent (pandal),
and They stayed there, presiding over
the festival.

When the program ended and the
devotees were ready to take the Dei-
ties back to Calcutta, Srila Prabhupada
said that the Deities should stay in
Mayapur.

=]

A HUMBLE RESIDENCE

The only building on the ISKCON
property at that time was a temporary
structure of thatched split-bamboo
walls, where Srila Prabhupada and his
disciples lived. Radha-Madhava took
up residence in the same building.

I had just received my second ini-
tiation, entitling me to worship the Dei-
ties. Because we were living so close
to Radha-Madhava in the thatched
building, I could see everything the
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The life-size deities of
Sri Sri Radha-
Madhava and their
gopl associates
(above) grant their
divine audience to
Mayapur pilgrims. At
right, the Mayapur
Project’s first
building, once the
temple of the original
Deities of Sri Sri
Radha-Madhava

(far right).
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Serve §ri $ri Radha-Madhava

THE VEDIC SCRIPTURES tell
us that whenever we visit a
temple we should offer some-
thing to the Deities. Anyone
who presents a gift to the Lord
in a holy place like Mayapur is
sure to get special mercy. So if
you're planning a pilgrimage to
Mayapur, or know of someone
who is, here are some gifts sug-
gested by the devotees serving
the Deities there: ghee, nuts,
honey, saffron, dried fruits, and
beads. The beads can be glass or
crystal, any color, 4-7 mm (for
small Deities), 10-15 mm (for
the gopis) and 15-40 mm (for
big Radha-Madhava), as well as
pearls in gold, silver, and white

pljari was doing.

I thought, “I'd like to spend my
whole life serving the Deities. It’s such
a wonderful way to become Krsna
conscious.”

A few days later the pajari decided
to leave, and I was chosen to replace
him.

Radha-Madhava are small Deities,
but Srila Prabhupada wanted big Dei-
ties for the permanent temple: Mad-
hava should be 5' 10" and black mar-
ble; Radharani should be 5' 82" and
white marble. He said their pose could
be like that of the small Deities.

PRABHUPADA ORDERS HELP

In 1978, while in Calcutta, Jaya-
pataka Swami paid a visit to Radha-
pada Dasa, a wealthy industrialist and
ISKCON devotee, who told him that
in a dream he had seen a young sadhu
who asked him, “Do you recognize
me?”

Radhapada replied, “No.”

“Sometime ago you gave me some
money,” the sadhu said, “and I've come
to repay it.”

Radhapada said, “If I give money
to a sadhu, 1 don’t expect it back. No, I
cannot accept it.”

“Are you sure you don’t recognize |

in those sizes.

The servants of Sri Sri Radha-
Madhava have set up a service
fund to ensure the perpetual care
of the Deities. The fund’s
principal will grow while the
interest pays for food offerings
and dratis. Donors who give Rs.
2,000 to the fund will have an
offering and an arati performed
in their name (or in another
name of their choice) once a year
for twenty years. Donors will also
be sent prasadam from the
offerings. Contact Pankajanghri
Dasa, cfo ISKCON Mayapur,

P. O. Box 10279, Ballyganj,
Calcutta 700 019, India; e-mail:
pankajangri.acbsp@bbt.se.

me?” the sadhu asked.

“No,” replied Radhapada.

Suddenly the sadhu assumed the
form of an elderly man.

“Now I recognize you,” Radhapada
said. “You're Srila Prabhupada.”

“Now my disciples are having prob-
lems,” Srila Prabhupada said. “After
a while everything will be all right, but
you should help them now.”

As a result of this dream, Radha-

pada said he wanted to buy Deities for
ISKCON. When asked if he would
pay for the large Deities of Radha-
Madhava for Mayapur, he agreed.

INCOMPARABLE BEAUTY

The Deities were carved in Jaipur
by the Pandays, a renowned family of
sculptors. One day a member of the
Brila family (India’s wealthiest family)
came and fell in love with the Deities.
He offered to pay 100,000 rupees for
Them, which at that time was about
$12,000—much more than ISKCON
was to pay. The Pandays refused to sell
the Deities, however, explaining that
they had carved Them for ISKCON
and would never be able to duplicate
Them.

One of the sculptors told the devo-
tees that the marble was different from
any he had worked with before.

“When we carve,” he said, “a beau-
tiful ringing sound comes out of the
Deities.”

When the sculptors were doing the
final polishing, a white line appeared
around Madhava’s body, like the sacred
thread worn by brahmanas. Then two
lines appeared on His forehead, like
tilaka.

The Deities were installed in 1980
during the Gaura Piarnima festival.
Radhapada then sponsored the carv-
ing of the eight gopis. Four were in-
stalled in 1986, and four in 1992. &

Srila Prabhupada and Radha-Madhava

ONCE [ WAS STANDING in the
Deity room near Srila Prabhu-
pada while he was viewing the
Deities, and he said, “They’re
dancing.”

Another time he said, “You
see how Radharani is standing
like this—" (imitating Her
outstretched hand) “holding
something out to Krsna?
Sometimes Radharani is holding
her hand up like this [in blessing
pose]. When She’s like that,
Krsna can leave Her. But when
She’s offering something to
Him, He can never leave.”
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Once a devotee asked, “Srila
Prabhupada, we’re sitting in
these rice fields, and you’ve
asked us to build a city. Where is
all the money going to come
from?”

Srila Prabhupada laughed.
“You are always worried about
where the money will come from.
Here we have Radha-Madhava.
‘Madhava’ means the husband of
the goddess of fortune. You just
worship Radha-Madhava nicely,
and everything will come by
Their mercy. You don’t have to
worry about money.”
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Cowgirl Sign-Off, July/August, page 43.

“Lessons from the Road”—Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami
The Search for the Authentic Self, January/February,

page 11.
Otherworldliness, March/April, page 11.
Saints Offer Proof, May/June, page 11.
Taking Krsna Personally, July/August, page 10.

“Schooling Krsna’s Children”—Urmila Devi Dasi
Thought at the Births of Grandchildren, January/

February, page 12.
How to Love Children, March/April, page 36.
Just Say No to No, May/June, page 38.
Children as a Blessing, July/ August, page 42.

DEPARTMENTS
“Book Section: Srimad-Bhagavatam”
Actions and Reactions, January/February, page 31.
Life Within the Womb, March/April, page 39.
Prayers of the Unborn Child, May/June, page 39.
The Embyro’s Desire, July/August, page 37.
The Price of Ignorance, September/October, page 37.
The Basis of Material Bondage, November/
December, page 35.
“From the Editor”
Strange But True, Nagaraja Dasa, January/February,
page 62.
You Can Do It! Nagaraja Dasa, March/April, page 62.
Stubbed Toes and Too-Tight Clothes, Nagaraja Dasa,
May/June, page 62.
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“Servant” Is a Good Word, Nagaraja Dasa, July/
August, page 62.
A Brief Case for Detachment, Nagaraja Dasa,
September/October, page 62.
Insight at St. Paul’s, Kalakantha Dasa, November/
December, page 65.
“Q & A on the Gita”—Krishan B. Lal
Part 1, May/June, page 13.
Part 2, July/August, page 13.
Part 3, September/October, page 11.
“Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out”’
“America Has to Stop Demonism,” January/February,
page 51.
The Vedic Definition Of “Demon,” March/April,
page 43.
“Are You the Boss of Your Body?” May/June, page 15.
“Your Leaders Are Thinking Like Cats & Dogs,” July/
August, page 15.
Independent Insanity, September/October, page 43.
“The Vedic Observer”
Karma Kicks a Coach, Krsna Dharma Dasa, July/
August, page 32.

FEATURES

Arjuna’s First Lesson, Srila Prabhupada, March/April,
page 7.

Ashram Reflections, Krsna-priva Devi Dasi, May/June,
page 17.

Benefit of All, For the, November/December, page 18.

BIOGRAPHY
Rasikananda, the Story of: “I Have Found the

Future of Vaisnavism,”Satyaraja Dasa, January/
February, page 44.
Vyasadeva—The Literary Incarnation of God,
Satyaraja Dasa, September/October, page 48.

Built to Last a Millennium, November/December,
page 25.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu: Radha and Krsna Combined,
Srila Prabhupada, November/December, page 7.

Devotion, A Legacy of, Kalakantha Dasa, January/
February, page 16.

DEVOTIONAL SERVICE, THE NINE PROCESSES OF,
I: HEARING—Cleansing Our Consciousness

Through Sound, Dvarakadisa Devi Dasi,
September/October, page 27.

Dharma in the Bhagavad-gita, Hridayananda Dasa
Goswami, July/August, page 27.

Economics, “Wants” Versus “Needs,” Hare Krsna
Devi Dasi, May/June, page 30.

Funeral, The Life of the, Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi,
September/October, page 33.

Gopiballabhpur Today, Bhaktivikasa Swami, January/
February, page 47.

HARE KRSNA PEOPLE
Carrying on His Father’s Tradition, Kalakantha

Dasa, July/August, page 50.
Immortal, Try to Become, Srila Prabhupada,
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September/October, page 7.
KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS, HOW I CAME TO
Lost and Found, Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi, May/
June, page 35.
Elusive Security, Praghosa Dasa, September/
October, page 51.
Krsna, Take Perfect Knowledge from, Srila
Prabhupada, July/August, page 7.
Krsna: One Hundred Percent God, Srila Prabh upada, |
May/June, page 7.
Life, Reverence for All, Giriraja Swami, March/April,
page 14.
Life Without Meaningless Work, Srila Prabhupada,
January/February, page 7.
Lord Caitanya’s Life and Teachings, Bhanu Swami,
November/December, page 62.
Love, A Spiritual Perspective on Familial,
Dhyana-kunda Devi Dasi, September/October,
page 35.
Love, A Story of Awakening, Dhyana-kunda Devi
Dasi, July/August, page 17.
Lord Nrsimhadeva, Prayer to, Maharani Dasi, March/
April, page 25.
MAHABHARATA—Hridayananda Dasa Goswami
Assembling for the Rajasiiya Sacrifice, January/
February, page 26; The Most Honorable Person
On Earth, March/April, page 32; S isupala’s Rage,
May/June, page 26.
Mayapur Realizations, November/December,
page 40.
Midnight to Midnight, Sure$vara Dasa, May/June,
page 45. i
Millennium Bugs: Are You Ready for Disaster?
Kalakantha Dasa, September/October, page 45.
“Mine,” Visakha Devi Dasi, September/October,
page 41.

Navadvipa: A Timeless History, Manjari Devi Dasi,
November/December, page 29.
Personality Index, The Vedic: A Follow-Up Report,
Dhira Govinda Dasa, March/April, page 22.
Proof? Tangible, Urmila Devi Dasi, September/
October, page 31.
Radha-Madhava, The Center of Attention:,
Jananivasa Dasa, November/December, page 56.
Simplicity, Qualified by, Giriraja Swami, September/
October, page 14.
SPIRITUAL PLACES
Ganga Safari, Mahamaya Devi Dasi, March/
April, page 44.
Lord Jagannatha’s Mayapur Home, July/August,
page 45.
The Hub of the Spiritual World, Vrndavani Devi
Dasi, September/October, page 17.
Mayapur, A Western Pilgrim in, Nitya-trpta Devi
Dasi, November/December, page 44.
Srila Prabhupada’s Cherished Dream [Interview],
Ambarisa Dasa, November/December,
page 11.
Sri Mayapur, The Discovery of, Satyaraja Dasa,
November/December, page 31.
STORIES, VEDIC,
The King’s Finger, Ananta Sakti Dasa, July/
August, page 55.
A Storybook Ending, Kesava Bharati Dasa, January/
February, page 35.
A Temple for the Next Millennium, Abhirama Dasa,
November/December, page 15.
Varanasi, A Meeting in, MathureS§a Dasa, March/
April, page 16; (Part 2) May/June, page 52;
(Part 3) July/August, page 22.
What'’s a Woman To Do? Visakha Devi Dasi, March/
April, page 27.

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
- KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE

HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

PRONLU'NCIATION: ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama’)
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LORD CAITANYA
LIFE AND TEACHINGS

Understanding the significance of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu's appearance will help us
appreciate the importance of Sri Mayapur.

by Bhanu Swami

486, at a time when India was suffering from
rampant hedonism, spiritual stagnation, strict
caste stratification, the prominence of logic over
mystic experience, and domination by Islamic rul-
ers. Socially, morally, spiritually, politically, and in-
tellectually there was need for change.

Lord Caitanya was born in Navadvipa, a large
city straddling both sides of the Ganga. Praised
in the scriptures as a holy place, Navadvipa was
famous during Lord Caitanya’s time as a center
of learning and culture.

At Lord Caitanya’s birth, which fell on the full-
moon night of the Bengali month of Phalguna,
there was a lunar eclipse. As was the custom on
such occasions, the people of Navadvipa gathered
at the Ganga to purify themselves by bathing and
chanting the names of God. Thus Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu was born amid the loud chanting of
the Lord’s names.

Because astrologers predicted that He would
manifest superhuman qualities and deliver the
world, His parents, Jagannatha Misra and Saci-
devi, gave Him the name Visvambhara, or “sup-
port of the universe.” And because He was born
under a nima tree, He was given the nickname
Nimai.

During His childhood He displayed mysterious
powers by outwitting thieves, playing with a poi-
sonous snake, and speaking philosophically with
His mother. As He grew, His beauty and intelli-
gence began to show more fully. He was a brilli-
ant student who quickly mastered poetics, Sanskrit
grammar, and the current fad, navya nyaya, a form

ORD CAITANYA WAS BORN on February 27,
I 1
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of logic. He would often play at defeating His
fellow students using logic. While still young,
He opened His own school and began teaching
grammar and logic.

On the pretext of performing sacred rites on the
anniversary of His father’s death, Visvambhara
journeyed to Gaya, in Bihar, with a group of stu-
dents. There, after receiving Vaisnava initiation
from I$vara Puri, He became transformed. He lost
all interest in logic and argument and absorbed
Himself in chanting Krsna’s names in devotional
ecstasy.

Back in Navadvipa, Visvambhara gathered a
following of other Vaisnavas, including Advaita
Acarya, Srivasa Pandita, and Haridasa Thakura,
and started the sankirtana movement. First, the
movement was confined to the faithful. Doors were
locked before the devotees began chanting and
relishing the pastimes of Lord Krsna. After a year,
however, Visvambhara ordered His followers to
distribute the name of Krsna and the ecstasy of love
of God to all the people of Navadvipa.

Visvambhara'’s movement did not recognize the
privileges of caste, and had no regard for ascetics
involved in yoga, for impersonalists attempting to
obtain liberation from the material world, or for
the worship of demigods for material benefits. Thus
Visvambhara met with opposition from some sec-
tions of the local brahminical community and from
Muslim rulers. But when He mobilized thousands
of citizens in a sarikirtana procession to the Mus-
lim magistrate’s house, He succeeded in convinc-
ing the magistrate to sanction the movement.

Seeing the need to spread Krsna consciousness






Caitanya Mabaprabhu wanted the greatest treasure
to be given out to as many people as possible.

more widely, Visvambhara decided to
take sannyasa, the renounced order of
life. At the age of twenty-four He
shaved His head and took the name
Krspna Caitanya from KeSava Bharati
in nearby Katwa. He also became
known as Caitanya Mahaprabhu. To
console His mother He promised to

stay in Puri, a moderate distance from

Navadvipa.

Apart from traveling to South In-
dia for four years, and to Prayag, Vrn-
davana, and Varanasi via Bengal for
one year, He spent the rest of His life

Krsna, in the mood of Radha. He dis-
appeared from mortal vision at the age
of forty-eight in Puri.

DELIVERER OF THE
RELIGION FOR THE AGE

According to the Vedic scriptures,
time moves in continuous cycles of four
ages, or yugas. In each yuga a specific
method of spiritual practice (dharma)
is effective. In Kali-yuga, the current
age, the dharma is nama-sankirtana,
the chanting of the holy names of the
Lord. To distribute the yuga-dharma,
the Lord descends in each yuga. In
Kali-yuga, Caitanya Mahaprabhu ap-
peared to spread nama-sankirtana.
Apart from the function of spread-
ing the yuga-dharma, Caitanya Maha-
prabhu came to expose the world to
the highest aspects of spiritual love
(prema), which manifest in relation
(rasa) to Krsna in His original form in
Vrndavana.

The highest expression of rasa is
the conjugal rasa in parakiya (outside
of marriage). The ideal person in this
relationship is Radha. While other
Vaisnava lineages worship Krsna, the
unique contribution of Lord Caitanya
is His detailed exposition of the higher
modes of rasa, which He personified
by acting as a devotee of the Lord, ex-
periencing pure love in the mood of
Radha. Caitanya Mahaprabhu gave a

complete revelation of God’s love for
the souls, and the souls’ love for God.
This is unparalleled in any movement
or any religion.

How are we to attain this high stage
of love? Caitanya Mahaprabhu wanted
that greatest treasure to be given out
to as many people as possible. There-
fore He has also taught a process—
the simplest and most direct process:
nama-sankirtana. Chanting the names
of Krsna does not require any qualifi-
cation except faith. Birth, caste, race,

| country, profession, and education are
in Puri, absorbed in ecstatic vision of |

not considerations in chanting God’s

| names. The only requirement is a sin-

cere acceptance of one’s own position
as the servant, offering service out of
selfless love to the most attractive, de-
serving object: Krsna. Adherence to
chanting in a pure manner leads di-
rectly to the highest goal, pure love of
Krsna.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu encouraged
His followers to distribute the name
of Krsna freely to all. He Himself de-
sired that not only all of India, but
the whole world, take up the chanting
of Krsna’s names and attain love of
God. He ordered His followers to dis-
tribute the name and teach about
Krsna. His movement can be summa-
rized as “Taste the name and distrib-
ute the name.”

PHILOSOPHICAL
CONTRIBUTION

Philosophically, Caitanya Maha-
prabhu explained the relation of God
to the world and souls in terms of
bheda and abheda, simultaneous dif-
ference and non-difference, or one-
ness. “Difference” refers to the ac-
ceptance of (1) a real material world,
(2) innumerable real souls, and (3) a
God with perfect qualities, form, and
action. “Oneness” refers to the ac-
ceptance of the existence of one su-
preme entity, with no differentiation
of form, qualities, souls, or spiritual
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and material world.

Bheda-abheda philosophies are usu-
ally rejected because oneness and dif-
ference are mutually contradictory:
the proposition seems nonsensical. But
Caitanya Mahaprabhu has explained
that mutual contradictions can coexist
through the inconceivable power of
God. Thus His world view is called
acintya-bheda-abheda, or oneness and
difference joined by the inconceivable
(acintya) power of God. By accepting
difference we can believe in our own
individual existence, with the right to
act and choose. By accepting oneness
we can acknowledge the perfection
that lies behind all the imperfection we
perceive.

Only with difference can there be
a relationship (rasa) between two ob-
jects—the soul and God. Only with dif-
ference can we relish the form, quali-
ties, and activities of God. Difference,
however, can put a great distance be-
tween God and the souls. But through
oneness the distance becomes mean-
ingless: the relationship of God to the
soul becomes very close.

RECONCILING
CONTRADICTIONS

The philosophy of acintya-bheda-
abheda allows acceptance of seemingly
contradictory statements in the Upani-
sads: statements of abheda, or imper-
sonalism, and statements of bheda, or
difference. Both types can be accepted,
without resorting to indirect interpre-
tation of either type of statement.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s movement
therefore presents a complete pic-
ture of intimate loving relationships
with God, a philosophy consistent with
direct statements of scripture to sup-
port those relationships, and a simple,
practical process to realize them. R

His Holiness Bhanu Swami is regional
secretary for parts of ISKCON in South
India.



WESTERN PILGRIM

(continued from page 55)

into the grass. He recalled Lord Cai-
tanya’s childhood pastime of horrify-
ing His parents by playing with a co-
bra in His courtyard. The cobra turned
out to be Ananta Scsa, the Lord’s di-
vine serpentine associate. The pastime
reminded us that no creature in the
holy dhama is ordinary.

According to a neighbor who claims
to have seen it first hand, our gardener
knows the art of extracting poison from
asnakebite. As far as [ know, such bites
have never occurred on ISKCON
Mayapur’s land, but I shudder to think
of myself in need of the gardener’s
skill. I calm my jitters by recalling the
Bhagavad-gita’s instructions about the
temporary nature of the material body
and the auspicious benefit of leaving
this world in the holy dhama.

Lord Caitanya’s appearance day,
known as Gaura Purnima, comes on
the full-moon day of the month of
Phalguna, in late winter or early spring.

The government erects a tent city to
accommodate the hundreds of thou-
sands of pilgrims who flock to Mayapur
for this auspicious day, most of them
visiting ISKCON Mayapur. After the
early-morning service, attending the
temple on this day is virtually impos-
sible. Never have I seen such an enor-
mous crowd. Krsna Prema and I spend
the day peacefully chanting in our flat
and watching the rising full moon from
the rooftop.

Packed with our equipment and
with gifts, and with incense for the
Deities, we prepare to return to the
West, perhaps even heavier than when
we arrived. On our last evening I look
at Srila Prabhupada’s towering sama-
dhi dome, encircled by a ring of ten-
foot metal sculptures of devotees in
kirtana. This calls to mind Srila Prabhu-
pada’s determined effort to establish
ISKCON Mayapur as a place of pil-
grimage for devotees of Krsna from all
over the world. We come here to gain
spiritual strength, and we return to our

This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for
other locations. Consult your local
Hare Krsna temple for the exact
dates for your area.

Month of Damodara
(October 25-November 23)

NOVEMBER

4—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

8—Diwali, the festival of illumi-
nating Krsna’s temples with
lamps. Call your local Hare Krsna
temple for details.

9—Govardhana Puja, the festival
commemorating the worship of
Govardhana Hill by the residents
of Vrndavana and Krsna’s lifting
the hill. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for details.

native lands to give Krsna conscious-
ness to others.

To strengthen us, and to make a
place large enough for ten thousand
devotees to gather at once in congrega-
tional chanting, in 1977 Srila Prabhu-
pada laid the cornerstone for the Tem-
ple of the Vedic Planetarium. Over the
next few years, this magnificent tem-
ple, one of the largest religious struc-
tures on earth, will rise from the Ganga
plain as brilliantly as the red morning
sun rises from the smooth Mayapur
horizon.

As we drive out, I recall that once
you come to the holy dhama, you never
leave. You simply carry it elsewhere in
your heart. )

Nitya-trpta Devi Dasi, a photographer,
and Krsna Prema Dasa, a musician,
created Krsna Vision, a multi-slide-
projector presentation. Now they’re
moving more into the digital realm,
developing CD-ROMs and computer
presentations.

CALENDAR

12— Disappearance anniversary of
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Fasting till noon,
followed by feasting.

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a follower
of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

19—Utthana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Also, the disap-
pearance anniversary of Srila
Gaurakisora Dasa Babaji, the
spiritual master of Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.
Fasting till noon.

23— Sri Krsna Rasa-yatra. Last
day of Damodara-vrata and
Caturmasya.

Month of Kesava
(November 24-December 22)

DECEMBER

3—Utpanna Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

19—Moksada Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans. Also, the
anniversary of the day on which
Lord Krsna spoke Bhagavad-gita.

Month of Narayana
(December 23-January 21)

26—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, the spiritual master of
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Also, disappearance
anniversary of Sripada Gour
Govinda Swami, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada’s and an ISKCON
spiritual master.

JANUARY

2—Saphala Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.



~GUEST EDITORIAL

Insight at St. Paul’s

PERHAPS IT’S BECAUSE my maternal English blood-
line has become Americanized, but the idea of a church
representing a particular nationality sits poorly with
me. And yet, while in London researching for this is-
sue of BTG, [ saw an emblem of such a union—St. Paul’s
Cathedral—and I was impressed.

In St. Paul’s one sees the history of a people. It
stands on a prominent spot in London, overlooking the
Thames, a spot on which four previous cathedrals have
stood, dating back some 1,400 years. Vikings ransacked
one of the earlier cathedrals; fires devastated the
others. Architect Christopher Wren saw the present
cathedral, his masterpiece, completed in 1710. It sur-
vived repeated bombing attacks by Nazi warplanes in
World War II, when it remained a powerful symbol of
English freedom.

Entering St. Paul’s, I suddenly understand the scale
of Mayapur’s Temple of the Vedic Planetarium. The
two buildings are of similar size, each with huge thirty-
plus-story domes. Construction plans for both call for
masonry. It occurs to me that this massive cathedral was
hand-built, without cranes, engines, or computers.

I pay a few pounds and climb hundreds of hand-
hewn wooden steps up to the Whispering Gallery, the
inner ring of the huge dome. Here one can clearly hear
words spoken against the circular wall hundreds of feet
away. Peering over the rail to the marble floor 150 feet
below, I imagine legions of devotees dancing back and
forth in ecstatic kirtana.

It’s reassuring to look up and see scaffolding hang-
ing from the pinnacle of the inner dome and know
that Alan Baxter & Associates—the same firm engi-
neering the Mayapur temple—is renovating St. Paul’s.
The firm’s experienced engineers are quite certain the
Mayapur temple can be built as planned.

There will be challenges. Mayapur is something less
of a commercial and industrial hub than London.
Every brick, nail, and marble block must reach Maya-
pur by barge or rugged road. Core samples hundreds
of feet down reveal no bedrock under Mayapur, only
sand—calling for a huge concrete raft as a foundation.
The requisite masonry arts stand on the edge of extinc-
tion. Yet the temple can be built. Now, after years
of research, we know how to build it. Naturally, the
bigger question comes next: Why build it?

Climbing another 180 feet to St. Paul’s outer tower
partially answers this question. From here I see bus-
tling London spread in all directions. Most of the charm-
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ingly crooked London streets seem to lead to St. Paul’s.
In a pounds-shillings-pence city, St. Paul’s makes a pow-
erful statement about the importance of the divine.

ISKCON has struggled to fulfill Srila Prabhu-
pada’s desire to introduce varnasrama-dharma, the
Vedic social system. The Temple of the Vedic Plan-
etarium will help by providing a spiritual focal point
for a new city, creating natural civic, social, econo-
mic, and agricultural development with a Krsna con-
scious center—the essence of varnasrama. With pro-
per Krsna conscious planning for families, schools, and
jobs, Mayapur city can become the long-missing model
for varnasrama-dharma. Mayapur will be for everyone,
not just one race or nation.

As I join the many other visitors on the long spi-
raling walk back down, I hear voices and see clothing
representing the styles and religions of a dozen distant
countries. I envision the incongruous sight of a build-
ing this size on the rural plains of Mayapur. Would these
people not come to Mayapur as well?

When asked by an English TV reporter about the
concept of hell in Krsna consciousness, Prabhupada
startled the poor man—and made the papers—by re-
plying, “London is hell.” Mayapur he described as “the
kingdom of God,” and he spent his days there “in great
delight.” Most pilgrims to Mayapur would agree. What
an impression Sridham Mayapur, and the Mayapur
temple, will make on future visitors!

Many around me are Anglicans on pilgrimage from
the U.K. and elsewhere. The Catholics have the Vatican,
and the Islamic faithful have Mecca. The Mayapur tem-
ple—sure to fire the spirit of kings and commoners
alike—will anchor a world-class pilgrimage site. More
than ever, Mayapur will stir faith and pride in the hearts
of devotees throughout the far-flung ISKCON realm.
Just as the English, over the centuries, have filled the
naves and crypts of this marvelous “national church”
with their art, sculpture, and history, future devotees of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu will express their devotion in the
halls of the Mayapur temple.

Only in Mayapur does a cornerstone Srila Prabhu-
pada laid remain uncovered by a temple. I leave St.
Paul’s thinking that if I do little more with the rest of
my life than help build the Mayapur temple, I will have
at least begun to address my enormous debt to Srila
Prabhupéda and the previous dcaryas.

Kalakantha Dasa, Associate Editor, BTG
Director, Mayapur Foundation U.S.A.



, Vedic Evidence that
11 (aitanya Mahaprabhu is the Supreme Lord

The following quotations from Vedic scripture predict the incarnation of the Supreme Lord for the current age.
The appearance of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu fulfilled each of the prophecies given here.

In the age of Kali, intelligent persons perform
congregational chanting to worship the incarnation of
Godhead who constantly sings the names of Krsna.
Although His complexion is not blackish, He is Krsna
Himself.—Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.32

In His early pastimes He appears as a householder
with a golden complexion. His limbs are beautiful, and
His body, smeared with the pulp of sandalwood, seems
like molten gold. In His later pastimes He accepts the
sannydsa order, and He is equipoised and peaceful. He
is the highest abode of peace and devotion, for He
silences the impersonalist nondevotees.
—Mahabharata, Dana-dharma-parva,
Chapter 189 (Visnu-sahasra-nama)

I shalt appear in the holy land of Navadvipa as the son
of Sacidevi—Krsna-yamala-tantra

In the Age of Kali, when the sankirtana movement
is inaugurated, I shall descend as the son of Sacidevi.
—Vayu Purana

Sometimes I personally appear on the surface of the
world in the garb of a devotee. Specifically, I appear as
the son of Saci in Kali-yuga to start the sasikirtana
movement.—Brahma-yamala-tantra

The Supreme Person, Sri Krsna Himself, who is the
life of Sri Radharani and is the Lord of the universe in
creation, maintenance, and annihilation, appears as
Gaura, O Mahesvari—Ananta-sarithita

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Govinda, the
supreme enjoyer, whose form is transcendental, who is
beyond the touch of the three modes of material
nature, and who is the all-pervading Supersoul resid-
ing in the hearts of all living entities, will appear again
in the Kali age. Appearing as the greatest devotee, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead will assume a two-
armed form of golden complexion in His abode of
Goloka Vrndavana manifested on the bank of the
Ganges at Navadvipa. He will disseminate pure devo-
tional service in the world.—Caitanya Upanisad 5

In the first sandhya [period] of Kali-yuga, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead will assume a golden
form. First He will be the husband of Laksmi, and
then He will be a sannydasi who stays near Lord
Jagannatha at Puri—Garuda Purana

In the middie of that lotus-city is a place called Maya-
pur, and in the middle of Mayapur is a place called
Antardvipa. That place is the home of Lord Caitanya,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

—Chandogya Upanisad

In My original spiritual form, perfect and complete,
I will become the son of Sacidevi in Navadvipa-
Mayapur at the beginning of Kali-yuga.

—Garuda Purana

The Supreme Personality of Godhead will again appear

in this world. His name will be Sri Krsna Caitanya, and

He will spread the chanting of the Lord’s holy names.
—Devi Purana

The Supreme Personality of Godhead . . . will appear
again in the Kali-yuga. His form will be golden, He will
delight in chanting the Lord’s holy names, and His name
will be Caitanya.—Nrsimha Purana

In the first sandhya of Kali-yuga I will appear on the
earth in a beautiful place by the Ganges’ shore. I will
be the son of Sacidevi, and My complexion will be
golden.—Padma Purana

In the age of Kali I will appear disguised as a devotee
of the Lord, and I will deliver all the worlds.
—Narada Purana

In the first sandhya of the Kali-yuga I will reveal My
eternal golden form by the shore of the Ganges on the
earth.—Brahma Purana

At this time My names will be Krsna Caitanya, Gaur-
anga, Gauracandra, Sacisuta, Mahaprabhu, Gaura,
and Gaurahari. Chanting these names will bring
devotion to Me.—Ananta-samhita
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