Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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WELCOME

With this issue of Back to
¥ | Godhead we start a series
£ of articles on the nine
processes of bhakti-yoga,
the yoga of connecting to
.. = God through service in

= devotion. Our first article

in the series discusses hearing spiritual sound.

As with any endeavor, spiritual life
begins with hearing. To make sure we head in
the right direction, we need to hear from
authoritative spiritual sources. Back to God-
head presents the philosophy and practices
taught by Lord Krsna and the self-realized
souls of the Vedic tradition. Our immediate
authority is His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, founder of the
Hare Krsna movement and this magazine.

Each issue of Back to Godhead opens
with one of Srila Prabhupada’s lectures. In
this issue, Prabhupada encourages us to take
seriously Lord Krsna’s instructions on immor-
tality. In “Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out” he
shows the folly of thinking we are beyond the
control of the laws of nature. And in “Quali-
fied by Simplicity,” a disciple recalls how
Prabhupada cleared up a troubling doubt.

May the bhakti-yoga process of hearing
from Srila Prabhupada enlighten and enliven
you in your spiritual life.

Hare Krsna.

Nagaraja Dasa
Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from
the temporary.

» To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

* To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

* To celebrate the chanting of the holy names
of God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

* To help every living being remember and
serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of
Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

Women and Service

Regarding the article “What’s a
Woman to Do?” by Visakha Devi
Dasi [March/April], gender is never a
disqualification for engaging in devo-
tional service. All men and all women
have the spiritual right to serve the
Lord. But do we all have the right to
serve in whichever way we desire?

Srila Prabhupada taught that
Krsna consciousness means acting
according to our constitutional
position. In Bhagavad-gita (18.47),
Lord Krsna tells Arjuna, “It is better
to engage in one’s own occupation,
even though one may perform it
imperfectly, than to accept another’s
occupation and perform it perfectly.
Duties prescribed according to one’s
nature are never affected by sinful
reactions.”

Arjuna, by constitution, was a
ksatriya [warrior|. Krsna did not
encourage him to act as a brahmana
even though he desired to. Similarly,
Srila Prabhupada taught that the
occupational service for men and
women is different because our
psychophysical conditions are differ-
ent. He never appointed any women
as temple president, vice president,
GBC [governing body commis-
sioner], or diksa-guru [initiating
guru], nor did he ever suggest they be
appointed in the future of ISKCON.

Sita Devi Dasi
Via the Internet

VISAKHA DEVI DASI REPLIES: To
help us understand the scriptures,
Srila Prabhupada gave us his tran-
scendental purports. In his purport to
the above verse (Bg. 18.47), Srila
Prabhupada writes, “A man who is
by nature attracted to the kind of
work done by siidras [laborers]
should not artificially claim to be a
brahmana, although he may have
been born into a brahmana family.”
In other words, one’s work is deter-
mined by one’s qualities and activi-
ties, not by one’s birth.

When directly asked if a woman
could be temple president, Srila
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Prabhupada responded, “Yes, why
not?” Are we to think that Srila
Prabhupada actually meant “No”?
When Srila Prabhupada first made lists
of prospective GBC members, he
included women on the list. Are we to
think that was an accident?

When directly asked if a woman
could be a spiritual master, Srila
Prabhupada replied, “Yes.” Should we
think otherwise? While elaborating on
his answer to this question, which was
asked by a college professor, Srila
Prabhupada said, “In our material
world, is there any prohibition that a
woman cannot become a professor? If
she is qualified, she can become a pro-
fessor. What is the wrong there? She
must be qualified. That is the position.
So similarly, if the woman understands
Krsna consciousness perfectly, she can
become guru.” (Interview, Toronto,
June 18, 1976)

Here Prabhupada reiterates the
same point he made in his purport to
Bhagavad-gita 18.47, namely that one’s
occupation is based not on one’s body
but on one’s qualities and activities.
Srila Prabhupada encouraged every-
one, including women, to serve the
Lord according to their propensities.

Realism Needed

I just read the March/April issue, and
I feel like I did when I first got in
contact with BTG and Krsna con-
sciousness, in 1982. It is a wonderful
magazine. So fresh, up-to-date, and
enlivening. The design is fantastic.

I liked the editorial “You Can Do
It!” very, very much. I think you
should have more articles like that one.

However, | have a friendly sugges-
tion. Let’s take, for example, Visakha
Devi Dast’s article on women in Krsna
consciousness. It is a very nice and
Krsna conscious article, inspiring as
well. But it is somewhat out of touch
with reality. So many of us—men and
women—struggle with our bad
qualities, such as envy, lust, and greed.
Maybe BTG can print articles about
struggles and how to overcome them.



In my view, BTG should be a bridge
between Srila Prabhupada’s books
and ISKCON today, showing people
how we strive for the ideal.

Akrora Dasa

Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Enlightened Girls

I am writing in reference to the
article “Ashram Reflections,” by
Krsna-priya Devi Dasi, in the May/
June issue. As a mother and a young
grandmother, all I can say is that my
heart was so filled with joy. In this
age of Kali-yuga, where boys go to
school and kill everyone they can,
where womanhood has become so
degraded, this Vaisnava Academy for
Girls is a blessing for the state of
Florida and the world. These young
ladies are more enlightened than
women three times their age. What a
gift you are giving to the world: first-
class Vaisnava women!

Mrs. Shiva

Margate, Florida, USA

Devotion and Maturity

I am a subscriber to BTG and an
aspiring devotee of Krsna. As the
father of three teenage girls, I was
truly touched to read of the devotion
and maturity of the Vaisnava Acad-
emy ashram girls.

Kevin McCoy

Valdosta, Georgia, USA

Get a Life

“Ashram Reflections™ shows a nice
life, but I myself like a whole life.
Everything isn’t one-sided. It’s won-
derful to live a charmed life—private
schools and your own tutor—but
wouldn’t it be nice to have a full life
and be exposed to it all?

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada puts
down all other yoga systems and says
that bhakti-yoga is the best. Other
systems are a waste of time. [

disagree. I started the yoga of exer-
cises, breathing, and meditation at the
tender age of fourteen. And now I
enjoy it; it is part of me, and I will
never give it up. Bhakti-yoga sounds
good too. Doing them together would
be enlightening.

Edith M. Gamble

Omaha, Nebraska, USA

OUR REPLY: As “Ashram Reflec-
tions” showed, the girls of the Vais-

| nava Academy have a well-rounded

life. But because they’re training for a

| life of Krsna consciousness, they’re

being protected from potentially

| harmful influences. They’ll face the

“real world” soon enough, and the
effectiveness of their education will be
tested. In the meantime, they’re living
in an environment that helps them
grow up spiritually strong. Today, chil-
dren growing up with every imagin-
able experience don’t seem to be
faring so well.

As for Srila Prabhupada’s emphasis
on bhakti-yoga, the main point is that
ultimately any yoga practice must lead
to bhakti-yoga. That’s because bhakti-
yoga means to connect with God in
devotion. So it is simultaneously the
process and the goal. In other words,
bhakti-yoga is really about loving
God, and our yoga practice, or any
other practice, has value when it helps
us love God. @

Please write us at: BTG, PO. Box 430,
Alachua, FL. 32616, USA. Or: BTG,
33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. Phone: (022) 618-1718. E-mail:
editors@bbt.se

CORRECTION:

In the July/August issue, we mistaken-
ly listed Dr. Ravi Singh as the author
of “Carrying on His Father’s Tradi-
tion,” which was about Dr. Singh. The
article also incorrectly identified Dr.
Singh as a psychologist. He is a psych-
iatrist. The article was written by BTG
associate editor Kalakantha Dasa.

What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries onin the modern
world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
milleniums ago. The Gita and the
other Vedicscriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chanting
of the names of God, especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanyas move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the win but, long
alike the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade, longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and ¢ like the ¢h in
chair. Pronounce consonants like ch,
jh,anddhasinstaunch-heart, hedge-
hog, and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

piritual lames

ISKCON members receive names
of Lord Krsna or His great devo-
tees, combined with Dasa, for men,
or Dasi, for women, both of which
mean “servant.” For instance, the
name Krsna Dasa means “servant
of Krsna.”
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TrytoBecome

IMMORTAL

Is immortality a real possibility,
or simply utopian nonsense?

Adapted from a lecture given in London on August 22, 1973,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

nasato vidyate bhavo
nabhavo vidyate satah
ubhayor api drsto 'ntas
tv anayos tattva-darsibhih

“Those who are seers of the truth have
concluded that of the nonexistent [the
material body] there is no endurance and
of the eternal [the soul] there isnochange.
This they have concluded by studying the
nature of both.”—Bhagavad-gita 2.16

HERE ARE TWO things: sat and asat. Sat means

that which exists eternally, and asaf means that

which is temporary, which appears and disap-

pears. A Vedic injunction says, “Don’t be entangled in

the temporary; try to come to the platform of eternity.”
In the previous verse, Lord Krsna says:

yarm hi na vyathayanty ete
purusam purusarsabha

sama-duhkha-sukham dhiram
so 'mrtatvaya kalpate

11

I'hose who are not disturbed by the material changes
are eligible for liberation.” Our mission, the human
mission, is to come to the platform of immortality. In

modern civilization, the so-called scien-
tists and philosophers cannot even imag-
ine the possibility of becoming immortal.
Then why is Krsna speaking about im-
mortality? Is He speaking something uto-
pian? No, He is speaking fact. Otherwise,
if Krsna is speaking something nonsense
or utopian, then no one would be inter-
ested to read Bhagavad-gita.

You may argue that we are foolish per-
sons who indulge in reading Bhagavad-
gita even though Krsna is speaking uto-
piannonsense. But why were the great spiritual masters
of the past like Ramanujacarya and Madhvacarya—
India’s greatest spiritual teachers—giving attention to
the reading of Bhagavad-gita? Because Krsna does
not speak anything nonsense. That is a fact.

Our business should be to engage on the eternal
platform not on the temporary platform. Real human
civilization should be based on becoming immortal.

That is the distinction between India and other coun-

tries. Now, I'm not speaking of India today, but former-
ly India was guided by great spiritual teachers like
Vyasadeva, the original spiritual master. Vyasadeva
was a great learned scholar. He recorded so many
books: four Vedas, eighteen Puranas, Vedanta-siitra,

At left: By serving the Lord we can win His favor and gain entrance into His eternal abode.
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If you associate with the eternal,
you advance in spiritual life. And if you associate
with the temporary, you become degraded.

Upanisads. He guided the whole soci-
ety, but he lived very humbly. Even
Canakya Pandita, a prime minister,
livedina cottage. Thatis the distinction
between Vedic or Indian civilization
and modern civilization. Indian civili-
zation means interest in the eternal,
whereas others are interested in the
temporary.

Formerly, of course, India was also
very materially opulent. Four hundred
years ago India was so opulent that
Europeans were attracted to go there.
Even during the time of the Mogul
Empire, India was very opulent. In
Delhiyou can visit the Red Fort. You’ll
see on the walls pictures of birds and
trees that were once covered with
jewels. There are holes now where the
jewels were. Material opulence means
jewels, gold, silk, butter—not plastic
pots, plastic buckets, plastic cloth.
These things have no real value.

THE AIM OF
SPIRITUAL CIVILIZATION

So the people of India traditionally
stressed permanent, spiritual civiliza-
tion. Their aim was to make this life
perfect and become immortal. The
whole effort was to conquer birth and
death. Modern people do not under-
stand that birth and death can be
conquered. They only imagine, “By
scientific advancement, someday we
shall become immortal.” But here is
information from Bhagavad-gita. Krsna
says we can become immortal; He’s
not speaking something nonsense or
utopian.

We should be interested in perma-
nent life, not temporary life. This life,
this material life, is temporary. We
may live for ten years or ten hours.
There are living entities who live for
ten minutes, and there are living enti-
ties who live for ten million or ten

billion years. According to Bhagavad-
gita, residents of Brahmaloka, the high-
est planet, live billions of years. All
these durations of life are within this
material world, but no life here is per-
manent. Whether you live for ten bil-
lion years, ten minutes, or ten seconds,
your life is temporary.

Thatis being explained here. Nasato
vidyate bhavah. The material body has
no endurance; it will not permanently
exist. Nabhavo vidyate satah: The soul
ispermanent. The soulhasno change; it
will never be nonexistent.

Krsna says, “My dear Arjuna, you,
I, and all the kings and soldiers as-
sembled here—it is not that we did
not exist in the past.” That means we
are not the body. This body was not
existing in my past life. But because I
am soul, I am existing now, I existed in
the past, and I will exist in the future.
That is sat. Therefore, spirit has no
change.

THE ENTANGLEMENT

Sometimes we experience that a |

thread becomes tangled and to find the
beginning is very difficult. Similarly,
because of our attachment to the ma-

terial body, we become entangled in |

material life. In this meeting we don't
talk of material things. Here we talk
only about the spirit soul, Krsna, our
relationship with Krsna, how to satisfy
Krsna.

Formerly, this place was known as
Piggot’s Manor. Now we have named it
Bhaktivedanta Manor. What is the dif-
ference? Formerly, it was for sense
gratification. Now it is for elevating
one to the spiritual standard of life.
Anything can be changed like that for
sat-sanga—spiritual association. If you
associate with the eternal, youadvance
in spiritual life. And if you associate
with the temporary, you become de-
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graded. Don’t be entangled. Try to be-
come liberated from the entanglement.
That is the mission of life.

These things cannot be understood
aslong as we are in darkness. Darkness
means sinful life. The more we engage
in sinful life, the more we fail to under-
stand what is eternal and what is tem-
porary. So we should be purified. The
whole human life is meant for purifica-
tion, just as a diseased person must be
purified from the contamination. In
material existence we are impure, con-
taminated by the three modes of ma-
terial nature: goodness, passion, and
ignorance.

Even the quality of goodness is con-
taminating. For example, a brahmana,
or learned, cultured person, is consid-
ered in the mode of goodness. But he is
entangled if does not try to become
immortal and simply thinks, “Now I
have brahminical qualifications. I'm
educated, I’'m very clean, I’'m very con-
trolled, I know whatiswhat.” If he does
nottry to go further ahead—tobecome
immortal—he is still entangled.

Those in the mode of passion think,
“I'm so rich, so powerful. I have my
nice wife and family and so many nice
businesses.” That is the conception of
life of one controlled by the mode of
passion. Such a person is certainly
bound.

And those under the mode of igno-
rance do not know the value of life.
Lazy, unclean, and ignorant, they are
very firmly bound.

The more youareenlightened about
the value of life, the more you become
liberated. The more you become liber-
ated, the more you advance in spiri-
tualknowledge. Therefore, these meet-
ings we hold every day are meant for
advancing in spiritual life. Here there
is no program on how to become rich,
how to possess more cars, how to have
| a bigger bank balance, how to have a




nice dress. These are material things.

And we are not interested in in-
creasing the influence of the mode of
ignorance—how to sleep thirty-four
hours a day when there are only twenty-
four. We see how some people sleep
until two o’clock in the afternoon. If
you rise at two o’clock in the morning,
thatisnice. But they are accustomed to
get up at two o’clock in the afternoon,
because they think, “The more wesleep,
the more we enjoy life.”

Therefore, they are like the §ﬁnya—
vadis, philosophers who believe that
the ultimate truth is void. Some people
want to become zero by always sleep-
ing. But that is not life. Sinyavada
philosophy is not life. Activity is life.
Caitanya Mahaprabhusays, “Don’t be-
come zero. Be engaged alwaysinchant-
ing the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”
That is Caitanya Maha prabhu’s move-
ment. We are not going to be zero. We
want to be very active, not for sense
gratification but for Krsna’s service.

ELEVATION
OR DEGRADATION?

Now what is Krsna’s service? That
we are teaching, how to worship Krsna.

Sravanam kirtanarm visnoh
smaranam pada-sevanam

arcanam vandanam dasyam
sakhyam atma-nivedanam

These are the nine kinds of service
to Krsna: hearing about Him, chant-
ing His glories, remembering Him, serv-
ing His lotus feet, worshiping Him,
offering Him prayers, becoming His
servant, and surrendering everything
to Him. These services are all eternal,
spiritual. The more we engage in them,
the more we are elevated, and the

more we engage in activities of ma- |

terial sense gratification, the more we
are degraded.

Ifyou perform your occupation, your
duty, very nicely but have no Krsna
consciousness, the scripture says you
are simply wasting time and laboring
hard. That’s all. Therefore Krsna ex-
plains the distinction between the tem-
porary and the eternal. We should not
be much interested in the temporary,
because then our life is spoiled. We
should be interested in the eternal. That
will make our life successful.

Unfortunately, people today do
not know, cannot imagine even, that
there is a possibility of becoming im-
mortal. It is more than a possibility; it
is a fact. And chanting Krsna’s name
is so important in this regard. In the
scripture it is said, kirtanad eva krsnas-
ya mukta sangah param vrajet: “By
chanting the name of Krsna one attains
the supreme.”

Param means “spiritual.” There are
two kinds of energy: para and apara.

The material world is apara, inferior
energy. Besides this there is another
nature, which is para, spiritual. We
should be interested in the spiritual,
not the material. Why? Because that is
real life.

In today’s verse it is said that the
difference between the spiritual and
the material is studied by the those
who have realized the truth, the rattva-
darsibhih. The word tattva is very

(please turn to page 30)

- KRSNA ON THE NET-

www.krsna.com  www.krishna.com

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE

Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna
Bazaar, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

www.iskcon.org

HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE

An attractive, intuitive gateway
to the world of Hare Krsna on the Internet.

THE BTG MAILING LIST
An e-mail group where readers, writers, and staff talk about
the topics found in Back to Godhead.
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GITA

Compiled by Krishan B. Lal
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As the Battle of Kuruksetra is about to begin, Lord Krsna instructs Arjuna about five major topics:
the Supreme Lord, the living entities, material nature, time, and karma.



The Gita, or Bhagavad-gita (“The
Song of God”), was spoken five thou-
sand years ago by Lord Krsna to the
prince Arjuna. It contains the essence
of Vedic knowledge.

The compiler has applied a ques-
tion/answer format to the Introduc-
tion to Bhagavad-gita As It Is, by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

What are the jivas?

The jivas are we living entities, or liv-
ing beings, and we are minute parts
of the Supreme Lord. We are of the
same quality as the supreme control-
ler, just as a particle of gold is also
gold, or a drop of water from the
ocean is salty.

We living entities, being part of
the supreme controller, Lord Krsna,
have all the qualities of the Supreme
Lord in minute quantity. We are mi-
nute, subordinate controllers, trying
to control nature, as presently we are
trying to control space or planets,
and this tendency to control is there
because it is in Krsna. But although
we have a tendency to lord it over
material nature, we should know that
we are not the supreme controller.

The jivas, the living entities, are
controlled. If a living entity says that
he is not controlled but that he is
free, then he is insane. The living
being is controlled in every respect,
at least in his conditioned life.

What is prakrti?

Prakrti is the energy of the Supreme
Lord. Material nature is the inferior
prakrii, and the living entity is the
superior prakrti. Prakrti is always
subordinate, predominated by the
Lord, who is the predominator. The
living entities and material nature are
both predominated, controlled by the
Supreme Lord. Material nature itself
comprises three modes: goodness,
passion, and ignorance.

What is the role of time in the
material manifestation?

Eternal time is above the three
modes of material nature. Time is the
duration of the whole universe or the
manifestation of material nature.
Time is the ultimate destroyer and
remains in effect during both the
manifest and the unmanifest phases
of material nature.

‘What is karma?

By a combination of the three modes

| of nature and under the control and

purview of eternal time, there are
activities, which are called karma.
The cosmic manifestation is full of
different activities. All living entities

| are engaged in different activities.

The activities are being carried out
from time immemorial, and we are
suffering or enjoying the fruits of our
activities. For instance, suppose I am
a businessman and have worked very
hard with intelligence and have
amassed a great bank balance. Then I
am an enjoyer. But then say I have
lost all my money in business; then I
am a sufferer. Similarly, in every field
of life we enjoy the results of our
work, or we suffer the results. This is
called karma.

The effects of karma may be very
old indeed. We are suffering or en-
joying the results of our activities
from time immemorial, but we can
change the results of our karma, or
our activity, and this change depends
on the perfection of our knowledge.
We are engaged in various activi-
ties. Undoubtedly, we do not know
what sort of activities we should
adopt to gain relief from the actions
and reactions of all these activities,
but this is also explained in the
Bhagavad-gita.

Are isvara, jiva, prakrti, kala,
and karma eternal?

Isvara (the Supreme Lord), jiva (the
living entity, prakrti (nature), kala
(eternal time), and karma (activity)
are all explained in the Bhagavad-
gita. Out of these five, the Lord, the
living entities, material nature, and
time are eternal. The material nature
is the separated energy of the Su-
preme Lord, and similarly the living
entities are also the energy of the

| Supreme Lord, although they are not

separated but eternally related. So

the Lord, the living entity, material
nature, and time are all interrelated
and are all eternal. The other item,

karma, is not eternal.

Is material nature “false,”
as claimed by some Vedantists?

The material nature, or prakrti, may
be temporary, but according to the
philosophy of Bhagavad-gita it is not
false. It is accepted as real but tempo-
rary. It is likened unto a cloud that
moves across the sky, or the rainy sea-
son, which nourishes grains. As soon
as the rainy season is over and the
clouds go away, all the crops nour-
ished by the rain dry up. Similarly, the
material manifestation takes place at
a certain interval, stays for a while,
and then disappears. Such are the
workings of prakrti. But this cycle is
working eternally. Therefore prakrti is
eternal; it is not false. The Lord refers
to it as “My prakrti.”

What is the difference between the

| superior prakrti (the living entities)

and the inferior prakrti (the material
manifestation)?

Both the living entity and material
nature are prakrti, the energy of the
Supreme Lord, but one of the two,
the living entity (jiva) is conscious.
The other prakrti is not conscious.
Therefore the jiva-prakrii is called
superior because the jiva has con-
sciousness similar to the Lord’s.
Another distinction is that the ma-
terial energy is known as the sepa-
rated energy of the Lord, whereas the
living entities are eternally related to
the Lord as His parts.

What are the three main energies
of the Supreme Lord?

The Supreme Lord has diverse and
innumerable energies beyond our
conception; however, great learned
sages or liberated souls have studied
these energies and have analyzed
them into three parts. The first ener-
gy is para, transcendental. The second
is the living entities, which also be-
long to the superior energy. And the
third is the material energies, which
are in the mode of ignorance.
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What is consciousness?

Consciousness, or the sense of “I
am,” is the primary symptom of the
presence of the soul in the living
entity. Both the consciousness of the
Supreme Lord and that of the living
entities are transcendental.

Any claim that consciousness 1s
generated by the association of
matter is a mistaken idea. The theory
that consciousness develops under
certain circumstances of material
combination is not accepted in the
Bhagavad-gita.

The living entity’s consciousness
may be pervertedly reflected by the
covering of material circumstances,
just as light reflected through colored
glass may appear to be of a certain
color, but the consciousness of the
Lord is not materially affected.

What is false ego?

False consciousness is exhibited un-
der the impression that I am a prod-
uct of material nature. This is called
false ego. One absorbed in bodily
conceptions cannot understand his
situation. In contaminated conscious-
ness “I am” means “I am the lord of
all I survey. I am the enjoyer.” The
world revolves because every living
being thinks that he is the lord and
creator of the material world.

How can the living entity
find everlasting satisfaction?

The living entity can find everlasting
satisfaction by cooperating with the
Supreme Lord.

Material consciousness has two
psychic divisions. One is that I am the

| ever, one should not claim that the

Hare Krishna Wovld

Get connected to our dynamic worldwide movement. Ex-
citing news, information, marketplace, and Krsna con-
scious opportunities. Hare Krishna World is bimonthly:
U.S., $17; outside the U.S., $29. For subscriptions, ads,
bulk orders, and news submissions, please write HKW at
P. O. Box 238, Alachua, FL 32616-0238, USA. Tel: (904)
462-5054. Fax: (904) 462-5056. E-mail: hkw@iskcon.net

creator, and the other is that I am the
enjoyer. But actually the Supreme
Lord is both the creator and the en-
joyer, and the living entity, being part
of the Supreme Lord, is neither the
creator nor the enjoyer, but a cooper-
ator. He is the created and the
enjoyed.

For instance, one nourishes a tree
by watering its root, and one nour-
ishes the body by feeding the stom-
ach, for if the body is to be kept in a
healthy state, then the parts of the
body must cooperate to feed the
stomach. Similarly, the Supreme Lord
is the enjoyer and the creator, and
we, as subordinate living beings, are
meant to cooperate to satisfy Him.
This cooperation will actually help us,
just as food taken by the stomach will
help all other parts of the body. If the
fingers of the hand think they should
take the food themselves instead of
giving it to the stomach, then they
will be frustrated.

The central figure of creation and
of enjoyment is the Supreme Lord,
and the living entities are coopera-
tors. By cooperation they enjoy.

The relation is also like that of the
master and the servant. If the master
is fully satisfied, then the servant is
satisfied.

What is the difference between the
supreme consciousness of the su-
preme controller and the individual
consciousness of living entities?

The position of the Supreme Lord
is that of supreme consciousness. The
living entities, being parts of the Su-
preme Lord, are also conscious; how-
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living entity is also supremely con-
scious. The living being cannot be
supremely conscious at any stage of
his perfection, and the theory that he
can be so is a misleading theory.
Conscious he may be, but he cannot
become perfectly or supremely con-
scious by any process of so-called
merging of the individual conscious-
ness with the supreme consciousness.
A drop of water does not disintegrate
or dissolve when it merges with the
ocean.

The distinction between the living
entities and the supreme controller is
further explained in the thirteenth
chapter of Bhagavad-gita. The Lord
is ksetra-jfia, conscious, as is the
living being, but the living being is
conscious of his particular body,
whereas the Lord is conscious of all
bodies. Because the Lord lives in the
heart of every living being, He is
conscious of the psychic movements
of the particular jivas.

It is also explained that the
Paramatma, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, is living in everyone’s
heart as the controller and giving
directions for the living entity to act
as he desires.

Lord Krsna also says that when
He descends into the material uni-
verse, His consciousness is not ma-

| terially affected. If He were so

affected, He would be unfit to speak
on transcendental matters as He
does in the Bhagavad-gita. One
cannot say anything about the trans-
cendental world without being free
from materially contaminated
consciousness.

So the Lord is not materially
contaminated. Our consciousness, at
the present moment, however, is
materially contaminated. Conscious-
ness is already there because we are
part of the Lord, but for us there
is the affinity of being affected by the
inferior modes of material nature.
The Lord, however, being the Su-
preme, is never affected. That is the
difference between the Supreme
Lord and the small individual

souls. &P

Krishnan B. Lal, an ISKCON Life
Member, is retired and lives in
Huntington Beach, California.



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—I ord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—Tlinking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.c., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-ynga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a
history in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the
most important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna's consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariof festival™: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe”).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimati).

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas
are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests), the
ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sadras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the brahmacaris (celibate students), grhasthas
(married people), vanaprasthas (retired people), and
sannydasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related seriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.




ualified
Simplicity

For serving Lord Krsna,
is being simple a bad thing?

by Giriraja Swami

FTER SUCCESSFULLY launching the Hare
Krsna movement in the West, Srila Prabhu-
pada returned to India with plans to build

at least three large centers, including one in
Mumbai. I worked on the Mumbai project, and
because Prabhupada was intimately involved
with it, I was fortunate to learn many valuable
lessons from him during that time.

In late 1971 a prominent businessman, Mr. A.
B. Nair, offered Prabhupada some land in Juhu,
on the outskirts of Mumbai. Later we discovered
that Mr. Nair was very tricky and cunning. Be-
fore taking money for the land from Prabhupada,
he had already taken—and kept—money from
two other parties.

After Prabhupada signed the purchase agree-
ment and left Mumbai, Yaduvara Dasa and I had
to deal with Mr. Nair. We would meet him at his
home in Juhu and talk, but we couldn’t under-
stand: Was he our friend, or was he our enemy?

Ultimately, from thousands of miles away in
Los Angeles, Prabhupada concluded that Mr.
Nair was trying to cheat us.

Eventually Prabhupada came to Mumbai to
deal with the matter. Tamal Krsna Goswami told
him how Mr. Nair had bluffed me. Perhaps he
expected Prabhupada to reprove me. But
Prabhupada replied, “Giriraja is simple. What
can be done?”

Prabhupada’s words stayed in my mind: “Giri- |

raja is simple.” I considered my simplicity a fault

14 BACK TO GODHEAD  SEPTEMBER/QCTOBER 1999

| considered a bad quality?

or a disqualification.

Some months later, while reading the book
Krsna to Prabhupada during his morning walks
on Juhu Beach, I came to the chapter “The Sal-
vation of Trnavarta,” in which Lord Krsna
defeats a demon who had assumed the form of a
whirlwind. There I read: “After observing such
wonderful happenings, Nanda Maharaja [Krsna’s
foster father| began to think of the words of
Vasudeva [Krsna’s father] again and again.”

Previously we had read how Nanda Maharaja
considered Vasudeva a great sage and mystic yogi
because Vasudeva had foretold an incident that
happened in Vrndavana, where Krsna was living,

Prabhupada remarked, “Vasudeva is a ksat-
riya [a member of the ruling or martial class].
With political eyesight, Vasudeva predicted, ‘This
may happen,” but Nanda Maharaja, as a vaisya, a
simple agriculturalist, thought, ‘Oh, Vasudevais a
foreseer.””

I noticed that Prabhupada was applying the
word simple to a pure devotee—Nanda Maharaja
—and I was surprised. I wondered how a pure
devotee like Nanda Maharaja could have a
disqualification such as being simple.

So I asked Prabhupada, “Simplicity is not

o

Prabhupada replied, “No, no. For him it is all
right. He is a vaisya, so he should believe like
that. And a politician should act like Vasudeva.

| One should not imitate. For example, a physician
| does operations, but I should not imitate and take

the knife and operate. That is not my business.”
Then Prabhupada explained, “But Vasudeva

| was thinking of Krsna, and Nanda Maharaja was

also thinking of Krsna. As a simple agricultural-
ist, Nanda Maharaja was thinking of Krsna. And

| Vasudeva, when he was asking Nanda Maharaja,



‘Go take care of your children there,” he was also
thinking of Krsna. If thinking of Krsna is there,
then whether ksatriya or vaisya or brahmana—it
doesn’t matter. Everyone gets the same benefit.
“Everyone should understand, “Whatever I
may be, I am an eternal servant of Krsna.” So if
this consciousness is maintained and everyone is
engaged in the service of Krsna by his work and
by his occupational duty, then he is perfect.”
Prabhupada’s answer was deep. He said that
for a person in a certain position simplicity may
be a good qualification, and for another it may

not be. For a vaisya or a brahmana to be simple
may be good, but not for a ksatriya, who has to
deal with politics and diplomacy. Yet ultimately it
doesn’t matter whether one is a brahmana, a
ksatriya, a vaisya, or whatever. What matters is
that one works in Krsna’s service and thinks of
Him in love—in Krsna consciousness.?

Girirdja Swami serves as an ISKCON Governing
Body Commissioner for Mumbai, Mauritius,
Spain, Portugal, South Africa, and several other
places.
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Nanda Maharaja, Krsna’s foster father, may lack the sophistication of a politician,
but his simplicity is no disqualification for loving Krsna.
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SPIRITUAL PLACES

! The Hub of

Many great devotees reside eternally at the Radha

“Vrndavana is a
charmingly beautiful
place, and situated
there in the grove
known as Seva Kunja
is the sacred temple
of Radha-Damodara.
I take the lotus feet of
these Deities as
my only shelter, and
I petition Them to
be kind upon me and
guide me to life’s
ultimate goal.”
—Srila Prabbhupdda

Above left: Lord Krsna received the name “Damodara” because, having stolen yogurt, He was once bound (dama) around the
waist (udara) by His mother. Above: The Deities of Radha-Damodara and, on Damodara’s right, the gopi (cowherd girl) Lalita,
one of Their principal associates. At right, devotees crowd the entrance to the Deities’ chamber to view the Deities and offer prayers.
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the Spiritual Worl

ODAY [ HAVE THE GREAT for-
tune of being in Vrndavana, In-
dia, home to some five thousand
temples of Lord Krsna. For a few weeks
during the holy month of Damodara
(October-November), L have left aside
all my worldly commitments in search
of spiritual rejuvenation. Here, in this

Damodara temple, one of the oldest temples in Vindavana.

by Vrndavani Devi Dasi

sacred place at this auspicious time,
any service performed for Lord Krsna
is said to be magnified one thousand
times.

Lord Krsna sported in Vrndavana
five thousand years ago. About four
hundred years ago Lord Caitanya’s
principal disciples, the six Gosvamis,

SEPTEMBER /OCTOBER 1999 « BACK TO GODHEAD

established several temples in Vrnda-
vana that today remain the central
places of worship. I'm on my way to
visit one of those famous original tem-
ples—the Radha-Damodara temple
—just off busy Loi Bazaar. “Damo-
dara” is a name for Krsna that means
“bound at the waist.” Krsna’s mother

17
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During the infamous attacks
on Vrndavana’s temples
in 1670, the Moguls went
straight past Radha-
Damodara, mistaking it for a
private residence and sparing
the temple from attack.

once bound His belly with ropes when
He was a playful young boy. Along-
side Krsna at the Radha-Damodara
temple, as with most temples in Vrn-
davana, stands Radha, His eternal
consort.

My ricksha driver takes me through
the narrow, twisting, crowded streets
of Vrndavana. It has been ten years
since I last came here, but everything
looks familiar. We pass by chanting
pilgrims, busy shopkeepers, women
carrying goods on their heads, and
laughing children calling “Haribol!”
[“Chant God’s name!”] Then there
are the animals—cows, pigs, dogs,
camels, horses, and the mischievous
monkeys.

After paying the ricksha driver ten
rupees, I proceed barefoot, the rever-
ential way to tread on holy soil. Aftera

ISEC] 1A3(] EBS BIEN

From his kitchen
at the Radha-
Damodara temple
(right), Srila
Prabhupada looks
out at the samadhi
of Srila Rapa
Gosvami (above).

short walk I come to the gateway of the
Radha-Damodara temple. The temple
is not visible from the arched gateway,
which looks like it might be the en-
trance to a private house. During the
infamous attacks on Vrndavana’s tem-
ples in 1670, the Moguls went straight
past Radha-Damodara, mistakingit for
a private residence and sparing the
temple from attack. Out of fear of the
Moguls, the temple priests had already
moved the original Radha-Damodara
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Deities to Jaipur, astronghold of Krsna
devotees, where the Deities remain
today.

To the left of the gateway the main
entrance comes into view. Before en-
tering the temple, [ wash my feet at the
tap near the door. As I pass through the
stone archway, everything appears just
as I remember it. An old festival cart
lies next to the doorway. Sacred Tulasi
plants grace each corner of the open-
air central courtyard. Attheright-hand



-near the altar, a checkered mar-

> floor leads to the rooms where my
spiritual grandfather, Srila Prabhupada,
lived and wrote for several years be-
fore bringing Krsna consciousness to

the West. I climb the marble steps to- |

ward the central altar and pay my re-
spects to the Deiti
Thousands of

isitors come here

worshipers have come to sec
ies’ arati (worship) cere

) appears in the Dei

chamher and offers the Deities in-

| cense, a flaming lamp, water, a silk

handku..r(.hu.f and a yak-tail fan. The
i form this ceremony

lht:
offerings, ¢ :
a large bell suspen
enthusiast ) aral”
[All glory to Damodara!| and “Radhe
Radhe!” [O Radha! O Radha!™], the
devotees begin congregational chant-

SEPTEMBER /

| Hill) of Sti Sanatana G

ing of the holy names.
Radha-Damodara—Their
beautiful eyes resembling
lotus petals—share their al-
tar with Radha’s assistant
Lalita and three other sets
of Radha-Krsna Deities.
Before building any tem-
es in Vrndavana, the Go-
amis worshiped their
Deities in the hollows of
. The original Damo-
dara Deitv now in Jaipur, is

ciple SriJiva Gosvami. Find-
ing a hollow big enough for
the new Dﬁmnd'lr‘a Dr:ily

fnrm dnd Radha’s g

form are dressed in white

with golden jewelry. Sandal-
designs adorn

is made of lotus

The divine couple
smile sweetly. The other
Deities are similarly deco-

At the end of the arati
the pijari blows a conch
shell and then distributes
Tulasi leaves from the Dei-
ties to eager outstretched
hands. Itis said that anyone
who tastes Tulasi leaves
that have touched Krsna's
body will achieve the
L(}rd abode. A small do-

stone
rdhana
ami, kept
the altar. The pajari lifts the
large Sila and shows me the marks of
Krsna’sfootprint and a calf’s hoofprint.
Krsna gave the stone to Sri Sanatana
& mi to worship, as explained in
the following story.
Sri Sanatana Gosvami had taken
a vow to walk around Govardhana
Hill every day. (Such circumambula-
tion, as devotees usually call it, is the
traditional way to offer respect to a
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sacred place or object.) When Sri | times round this stone would equal |

Sanatana Gosvami became old, he
struggled to complete the twenty
four-mile walk. Lord K

old the

sovardhana ev

vow and did not want to stop. Krsna
then instructed him to bring a stone

footprint and the ;
impressions on the stone. Krsna then
told Sanatana Gosvami that four

20 BACKTO GODHEAD * SEPTEMBER /

going around Govardhana Hill.
Nirmal Chandra Goswami and his

and in the rest of Vrnd
ly for men only. The women cook and
do other ser

PRABHUPADA’S ROOMS

The curtains close, and I pay obei-
sances and descend the steps. I'm on
my way to Srila Prabhupada’s rooms.

OBER 1999

Srila Prabhupada, the founder-

acarya of ISKCON, st
t place he lived
t. His memory

» much alive here.

a Prabhupada used two rooms:
his living quarters and a kitchen. I
lightly tap on the brown wire-meshed
door to the main room. On entering [
see the life-sized muirti (carved form)
of Srila Prabhupada at his desk, pen
poised in hand. Here he translated the
first volumes of Srimad-Bhagavatam
into English. The room has the Hare
sna mantra painted in Sanskrit
around the top of the walls. Although




On entering the room
[ see the life-sized murti (carved form)
of Srila Prabhupada at his desk,
pen poised in hand. Here
he translated the first volumes of
Srimad-Bhagavatam into English.

/ a Prabhupada
lia and spent some
Radha-Da ;

(above),
Prabhupada gave a
s of lectures on The
of Devotion, his
dy of Srila
s devotional classic
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.
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the room is small, Srila Prabhupada
was fond of it. “I live eternally in my
rooms at Radha-Damodara temple,”
he said.

Facing the main room is the kitch-
en. At one end of the kitchen a small
window looks out at Sri Ripa Go-
svami’s samddhi.* Srila Prabhupada
would sit and take his meals here, and
he took Sri Ripa Gosvami’s full bless-
ings to start the worldwide Hare Krsna
movement. | imagine how this took
place herein Srila Prabhupada’srooms,
which possess a magical atmosphere.

THE SAMADHI AREA

After paying respects to my spiri-
tual grandfather, I make my way to
the samadhi area outside, where a
compact courtyard enshrines the re-
mains of some of the greatest spiritual
masters in the line of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Chantingsoftly onmy beads, I come
face to face with several Vrajavasis,
residents of holy Vrndavana. We hardly
know a word of each other’s language,
but “Hare Krsna”saysitall. They smile
with approval that I have taken up
Krsna consciousness.

The step leading to the samadhis
has worn smooth, bearing witness to
the countless souls who have passed
through here.

The Radha-Damodara temple has
many samddhis. The first on the right
belong to Sri Krsnadasa Kaviraja
Gosvami [see sidebar, page 24] and Sri
Jiva Gosvami. -

One of the six Gosvamis, Sri Jiva
Gosvami organized the construction
of the Radha-Damodara temple. Born

B e e e o e At one end of the kitchen a small
Gosvamis and assisted the others. Af- .

ter the departure of the other Go- window looks out at

svamis, Sri Jiva Gosvami was left in e _ e ~ .
charge of the temples they had estab- Sri Rupa Gosvami’s samadhi.

lished. A great scholar and philoso-

Srila Prabhupada would sit and take
*#Samadhi means “sacred trance.” When hIS meals h@r@, and he tOOk

great saints pass away they are said to have
“entered samadhi.” Their tombs are also

called samadhis. Saints are generally not Sri Rﬂpa GOSVdmi ’S full bZ€SSingS

cremated, and their bodies are entombed

for veneration. Samdadhis may also contain to start the worldwide

personal effects, itemssuch as garlands worn

by the saint, and, occasionally, the saint’s Hare Krsna mo Vement.

ashes.
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The samadhi area to
the left of the court-

rd (right) honors

Radha-Dam
over the

pher, he wrote more books than any of
other Gosvamis. At one time the
Radha-Damodara temple held an im-
pressive library. The temple was also
famed for dis given by Sri Raipa
Gosvami and Sri Jiva Gosvamis, which
attracted devo
I pay respects and then look up to
a couple of monkeys watching me.
eem to detect I don’t come
often and are hoping I'll leave my
sessions unattended. People regularly

were hnmw lrdl‘l\pulted tn Benbal H(.

later became a great devotee of Lord
Krsna.

Further down stands the white

) samadhi of Srila

Bhakti ddh.mta Sarasy Thakura,

the spiritual master of Srila Prabhu-

pada. Looking along the rows of

bag of milk. A hole in the bottom
produces a trail—her way of honor-
ing the sacred ground she treads. A
small squirrel scurries about. How
fortunate for him to be living at the
Radha-Damodara temple, which Srila
Prabhupada called the hub of the
spiritual world.
Continuing around the pathw

d area with the

most healthy looking Tulasi plants T




The Other Deities of the Radha-Damodara Temple

RADHA VRNDAVANA Candra,
the tallest Deities on the altar
here, were worshiped by Sri
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami. A
great scholar, he wrote Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta and Govinda-

lilamrta. Sri Jiva Gosvami awarded

him the title Kaviraja, “king of
poets.”
Radha-Madhava are the Dei-

ties of Jayadeva Gosvami. A pan-
dita in the royal court of Bengal,
he left the opulence of palace life
to write devotional songs. His
works include Gita-Govinda, a
poem about Krsna’s pastimes that
is recited daily in the Jagannatha
temple in Puri.
Radha-Chalachikan are the
Deities of Bhaigarbha Gosvami, a

close friend of Lokanatha Go-
svami. They were contemporar-
ies of the six Gosvamis and
worked to uncover the lost pas-
time places of Radha and Krsna.
To avoid material distractions,
Bhugarbha Gosvami performed
his devotions underground. His
samadhi is here at Radha-
Damodara.

Radha-Damodara (center) with the other Deities worshiped at the temple.
(The photo doesn't include Radha at the far right.)

have ever seen, along with roses and
jasmine.

SRI RUPA GOSVAMI'S
COURTYARD

Through an archway Sri Ripa
Gosvami’s saffron-colored bhajana-
kutira (“worship hut”) and graceful
samadhi come into view. This area con-
trasts sharply with the other side of the
temple courtyard, which is packed with
dozens of samadhis. Except for these
two memorials to Sri Rapa Gosvami,

and two small samadhis, only shining
ground tiles fill the open courtyard.
Every evening after the seven o’clock
arati, chanting and singing devotees

form a procession and go around the
temple four times, ending here at Sri
Rupa Gosvami’s samadhi.

In 1516 Sri Rupa Gosvami and his
elder brother, Sri Sanatana Gosvami,
came to Vrndavana under the direc-
tion of Lord Caitanya, who gave them
the tasks of building temples, install-
ing Deities, writing books, spreading
Krsna consciousness, and finding the
lost sites of Radha-Krsna’s pastimes.
The brothers wandered like mendi-
cants all over Vrndavana, sleeping un-
der a different tree every night. When
they came to Seva Kunja, the site of
thistemple, griRﬂpa Gosvamiselected
it for his headquarters.

No temples or buildings stood here
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then, just some trees. Every day the
Gosvamis would meet here to discuss
Krsna’s pastimes and give discourses.
Sri Ripa Gosvami would write books
here, sometimes on palm leaves and
sometimes on handmade paper. His
beautiful handwriting was said to re-
semble rows of pearls. Considered the
leader of the six Gosvamis, Sri Ripa
Gosvami treated his elder brother, Sri
Sanatana Gosvami, as his guru and the
others as his assistants. | bow before Sri
Ripa Gosvami’s samadhi.

Kanika Prasada Goswami, a mem-
ber of the resident Goswami family,
tells me that Sri Jiva Gosvami would
wash his feet in the pit beside the
samadhi before serving his guru. Pray-



[ especially like visiting
the Vaisnava samadhis. Being
at the samadhis enables me
to feel closer to all these
great personalities, who are
actually present. They are able
to give their blessings to those
who seek their shelter.

ing for his blessings, I happily place
some of the dust from this holy spot to
my head. One white and two dark trees
produce some shade in this courtyard.
Kanika Prasada tells me the white tree
represents Western devotees who have
taken to Krsna consciousness.

Out of all the wonderful places in
Vrndavana, I especially like visiting
the Vaisnava samadhis. Being at the
samadhis enables me to feel closer to
all these great personalities, who are
actually present. They are able to give
their blessings to those who seek their
shelter. A poem by Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, a pioneer in spreading Krsna
consciousness to the West, explains the
influence of a devotee before and after
his departure:

He reasons ill who tells that
Vaisnavas die

When thou art living still in sound!

The Vaisnavas die to live, and living
try

To spread the holy name around!

A nearby doorway brings me back
into the temple courtyard. As I leave I
silently pray to Radha-Damodara and
allthe devoteeseternally residing there
that I may come back to their wonder-
fultemple well before another ten years
goes by. D

Vrndavani Devi Dasi joined ISKCON
in 1980. She and her husband and their
three children live near Bhaktivedanta
Above: Srila Rapa Gosvami and Srila Sanatana Gosvami. Manor in England. She assists the
Top right: Srila Jiva Gosvami. temple’s Life Membership department.
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1: HEARING

Cleansing
Our Consciousness

- Through Sound

Spiritual sound enters the ears to purify the heart.

by Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi

In Srimad—BhﬁgavaLam (7.5.23-24), the devotee Prahlada Mahardja, a great spiritual author-
ity, says, “Hearing and chanting about the transcendental holy name, form, qualities, parapher-
nalia, and pastimes of Lord Visnu, remembering them, serving the lotus feet of the Lord,
offering the Lord respectful worship, offering prayers to the Lord, becoming His servant, con-
sidering the Lord one’s best friend, and surrendering everything unto Him (in other words,
serving Him with the body, mind, and words)—these nine processes are accepted as pure devo-
tionalservice. One who has dedicated his life to the service of Krsna through these nine methods
should be understood to be the most learned person, for he has acquired complete knowledge.”
Here we begin a series of articles on the nine processes of bhakti-yoga, or devotional service.

| of alcohol and office parties. I heard exten-
sive analysis of soap opera plots. I heard a
side of Roman Catholic doctrine the nuns
had completely neglected. In short, I entered
the world of adulthood through my ears.
So many things in life begin this way,

phone conversations was a favorite
pastime of mine as a child. Especially
on long, draggy summer afternoons, over-
hearing her suspicions of my next-door neigh-
bor’s nocturnal adventures really added

I : AVESDROPPING ON MY MOTHER’S

some much appreciated drama. I would sit
silently crouched in the hall, barely breath-
ing, counting on Mom’s absorption in the
conversation to keep my presence hidden.
From my hiding place I learned about all
sorts of diseases, about really hideous home
decoration, and about the evil combination

through sound. Before we learn and speak a
language, we hear it. Before we build a sky-
scraper, we discuss the plans. Through sound,
we understand and share feelings. We sell
diet sodas with thirty-second sound bites.
The sounds we hear shape our awareness
and understanding of the world and the

Photo by Bhargava Dasa
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Spiritual sound is so powerful
that one doesn’t even have to comprehend
its meaning to benefit from hearing if.

people around us. We tend to be pre-
occupied with thinking about the
things we hear about most. The sounds
we allow to penetrate our conscious-
ness play an enormous role in our
experience of life.

Sound also plays a major role in
shaping our spiritual consciousness.
Considerthe beautiful hymns that have
enhanced church services for centu-
ries; the sermons, bringing the words of
scripture into relevant and personal

focus; the murmur of prayers counted |

on beads in various traditions.

THE SOUND OF MANTRAS

Hearing spiritual sounds is a power-
ful way to purify our consciousness
and awaken our love for God. One
type of spiritual sound we can hear is
mantras. The Vedic scriptures recom-
mend the chanting of mantras to el-
evate the consciousness. A mantra
can be a single word or phrase, or it
can be longer. Sanctioned by a spiri-
tual authority, it is repeated and heard
with reverential attention. Mantra
literally means “to free the mind,” and
the purpose of mantras is to clear
the mind by focusing on spiritual
sound.

Five hundredyearsago, Lord Krsna
descended to earth as Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to promote the chanting
of the maha-mantra (“great mantra™):
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Srila Prabhu-
pada explains that the maha-mantra is
acallingoutto God: “Dear Lord, please
engage me in Your service.”

Spiritual sound is so powerful that
one doesn’t even have to comprehend
its meaning to benefit from hearing it.
“When one links his ears to give aural
reception to the transcendental vibra-
tions,” Srila Prabhupada writes, “he
can quickly become purified and
cleansed in the heart.” Hearing in

bhakti-yoga is so simple that anyone |

can take part. “Even a child can take
part,” Prabhupada observes. “Even a
dog can take part.”

Yet hearing is a challenge for some-
one like me, with a racing mind and
limited attention span. Istrain for some
added divine revelations. I expect the
presence of God in some awe-inspiring
way. I wait for a spiritual payoff.

I know, though, that I have to be
patient. The ancient Sanskrit texts ex-
plain that our material desires hinder
the benefits of hearing spiritual sounds,
s0 we may not perceive profound re-
sults right away. But when we’re free
of material desires, the sound of God’s
name invokes deep transcendental
joy in the heart. If I'm not experienc-
ing that joy, I can understand that
my heart is congested with material
contaminants.

The heart’s contaminants are things
we love more than the service of the
Lord. Fortunately, hearing spiritual
sound starts the cleansing of the heart.
Inthe beginning, spiritual hearing might
feellike a chore. We're like a jaundiced
person who tastes sugar as bitter. As
the disease regresses, however, the
natural sweet taste returns. Similarly,
as one continues hearing, all the accu-
mulated contaminants in the heart
gradually dissolve.

In my case, cleansing the heart is
quite a formidable task. But I know
that spiritual hearing gradually loos-
ens the knot of material attachment
andsimultaneously encourages the flow
of love for the Supreme Lord.

We can hear spiritual sound in vari-
ous forms. For example, we can hear
the maha-mantra when we sit in soli-
tude and chant on beads. Or we can
hear it with others, such as when sing-
ing together (kirtana). The words of
the maha-mantraare simple. We should
try to hear them attentively and with
respect, since they are the names of the
Lord.
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HEARING SCRIPTURE

Transcendental hearing can also
take the form of reading or listening
to the recitation of scriptures, such as
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, which contains
Krsna’s own words and Srila Prabhu-
pada’s enlightened commentary.

I'd like to relate an example from
my own life of the benefit of hearing
the Bhagavad-gita. Many years ago I
was once delighted toreceive as a gift a
lovely pale green and lavender sari. It
was the nicest sari I had ever owned. I
washed it with care and hung it outside
on the clothesline to dry. Meanwhile, I
went inside and studied a verse from
the Bhagavad-gita (18:54):

“One who is thus transcendentally
situated at once realizes the Supreme
Brahman and becomes fully joyful.
He never laments or desires to have
anything. He is equally disposed to-
ward every living entity. In that state he
attains pure devotional service unto
Me.”

I had heard the verse many times,
and that day I was merely trying to
memorize it. Nevertheless, I was pon-
dering the phrase “never laments or
desires to have anything” when it was
time to fetch my new sari from the
clothesline. As I walked outside, I won-
dered if I could ever be free from lam-
entation and desire.

Just then, I spotted my sari. The
wind had blown it up against a fence
thatenclosed adog. The dog had seized
the edge of the sari and dragged it
through the fence, playfully ripping it
to shreds. My eyes filled with tears. My
new sari! But just as quickly I thought
of that verse—no lamentation! no de-
sire!-—and had to laugh a bit at the way
Krsna had revealed my attachment to
a piece of cloth.

When we regularly hear the scrip-
tures, we get many opportunities Lo
apply the teachings and increase our

(please turn page)
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realization. (My story of the sari, trivial
as it might seem, doesn’t end there.
Several years later, a friend returned
from India and brought me a sari.
Against all odds, it was the same color
and pattern as the destroyed sari.)

PERFECTION
THROUGH HEARING

Ultimately, spiritual hearing—like
all the nine processes of bhakti-yoga
-can lead to perfection. In the Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, Srila Ripa Gosvami,
a direct disciple of Lord Caitanya,
mentions nine persons, each of whom
became perfect through one of the
nine processes of bhakti-yoga. For the
process of hearing, that person was
Maharaja Pariksit. A powerful king in
ancient times, Maharaja Pariksit was

cursed to die within seven days. Al-
though enormously wealthy and power-
ful, he chose to live his last days hear-
ing about transcendental knowledge
from the sage Sukadeva Gosvami.

Maharaja Pariksit retired to the
bank of the Ganges River. Sensing the
importance of the exchange, many
sages also came to hear. As Sukadeva
Gosvami spoke, the great king Pariksit
listened submissively and became
completely purified.

While hearing spiritual sound even
without comprehension is beneficial,
hearing transforms into realization
when we comprehend and act accord-
ingly. As we saturate our conscious-
ness with spiritual sound, we restore
our understanding of ourselves in rela-
tion to the world, to other people
around us, and to God. This under-

standing protects us from the pain of
natural calamity, be it ripped saris or
broken hearts, and helps us be of real
value in the lives of others.

A friend related a story to me about
how her daughters used the wisdom of
the Bhagavad-gita tosoften the blow of
a pet’s death. As they buried the ani-
mal, the youngest girl stood quietly
weeping. Her older sister turned to her
with dismay and quoted Bhagavad-gita
(2.30): “He who dwells in the body can
never be slain. Therefore you need not
grieve for any living being.” Everyone,
even a child, can hear, comprehend,
and explain to others. @

Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi is a frequent
contributor to Back to Godhead. She
and her family are part of the Hare
Krsna community in Alachua, Florida.

BECOME IMMORTAL
(continued from page 9)

important. 7attva means “truth.” In
the Srimad-Bhdagavatam we find:

vadanti tat tattva-vidas
tattvam yaj-jiianam advayam
brahmeti paramatmeti
bhagavan iti sabdyate

“Learned transcendentalists who know
the Absolute Truth call this nondual
substance Brahman, Paramatma, or
Bhagavan.” Bhagavan is the last word

in fattva, the Supreme Truth. Therefore, |
when Lord Krsnaspeaksin Bhagavad- |

gita, Vyasadeva writes, §ri bhagavan
uvaca: “The Supreme Personality of
Godhead said.” Vyasadeva is saying,
“Although I am writing this, I am not
the speaker. The speaker is the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. The
authority is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, not 1.”

Modern so-called philosophers, sci-
entists, and scholars say, “I think. I
think.” But what is the value of their

opinion? Great personalities do not |

speak like that. Even Krsnasays, tattva-
darsibhih: “It has been concluded by
higher authorities.” That is the way of
understanding. In the modern age we

YOu’Ve Invited!
The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a spe-

cial festival every Sunday—for regulars as well as new-

comers. You’re invited to join in the festival of music, dance,

and spiritual discourse and then sharing hearty plates of

savories, sweets, and vegetable extravaganzas. Come by and

relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition. Call
your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday
Feast. (See “Centers,” page 59.)
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also sometimes give reference by say-
ing that such-and-such professor says
such-and-such. But these “authorities”
are not tattva-darsibhih, seers of the
truth. They are all speculators.

We have to go to the seers of the
truth. Lord Krsna says,

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jiianam
JRaninas tattva-darsinah

“Just try to learn the truth by approach-
ing a spiritual master. Inquire from
him submissively and render service
unto him. The self-realized souls can
impart knowledge unto you because
they have seen the truth.” You should

| understand this word: tattva-darsinah,

seers of the truth. They are authori-
tative; others are not. Others simply
speculate.

Speculation takes place on the
mental platform; it has no value. Just
as this body is nonpermanent, the mind
is also flickering—accepting some-
thing and rejecting something. That
is the mind’s business. So the mind
cannot be tattva-darsi. Of course, we
have to think with the mind, but un-
der the direction of authority. Then
we can reach real tattva, truth. And
Bhagavan, Lord Krsna, is the last
word in tattva.

Thank you very much. @



ERE OUR ANCESTORS ape-

like beings, hunters by nature

who gradually learned to plow

the field? Or were they highly civi-

lized, advanced both technologically

and spiritually? What is the real story
of human history?

The Vedas and their supplements
assert that human beings today de-
scended from far superior human be-
ings and that people have lived in
materially and spiritually refined soci-
eties for millions of years. If we are in-
deed heirs to a greater culture of the
past, scientifically objective evidence
of that culture should be available. But
is it?

Some evidence is available, but
scholars tend to disagree on what it
proves. Their debates have been going
on for some time, usually fueled by
biases.

Do we need old stones and bones
to verify the Vedic view of history?

by Urmila Devi Dasi

| agree about the validity of Vedic his-

For example, when Europeans
were trying to conquer India econo-
mically and politically, they also often
sought religious and social conquest.
Many if not most of the early scholars
who studied the available scientific
evidence—language, histories, an-
cient ruins—did so to discredit the
Vedic view of history.

Today, linguists, astronomers, ar-
cheologists, and other scientists dis-

tory. Some use the same evidence as
the earlier European scholars, as well
as new finds, to confirm the Vedic view.
They point to ancient ruins of sophis-
ticated planned cities such as Harappa
and Mohenjo-Daro, both with ad-
vanced sanitary systems. Some author-
ities claim to have found sacrificial al-
tars like those described in the Vedas.
Dissenters say that the ruins are very



“Vedic”: The Vedasand More

SCHOLARS OFTEN restrict the
meaning of the term “Vedic” to
that which relates only to four
original Vedas—Rg, Sama, Yajur,
and Atharva—and the period in
which they assume they appeared.
Authorities within the tradition
itself, however, usually expand
the meaning to include not only
the Vedas but their corollaries as
well. They give the corollaries at
least equal status to the Vedas and
refer to them as Vedic literature.
Following are some references to
support that view:

“One should expand and
accept the meaning of the Vedas
with the help of the Itihdsas and
Puranas. The Vedas are afraid of
being mistreated by one who is
ignorant of the ltihasas and Pur-
anas.” (Mahabharata, Adi 1.267)

“I consider the message of the
Puranas to be more important
than that of the Vedas. All that is
in the Vedas is in the Puranas
without a doubt.” (Naradiya
Purana)

different from any described in ancient
India’s sacred writings. The writings
must have come from elsewhere and
become part of or replaced the culture
of India’s indigenous people.

With modern geological instru-
ments, some scientists are certain they
have found the course of amighty river
that corresponds to the Sarasvati, de-
scribed in the Rg Veda and the Maha-
bharata. Otherssay the Sarasvatiwould
have been much smaller. Still others
say it never existed.

Scholarsrecognize Sanskrit, the lan-
guage of the Vedas, as one of the oldest
languages in the world. Linguists de-
bate whether Sanskrit originated in
India, wasimported, ordeveloped from
some unknown, older language.

Others debate whether the sages
and scriptures of India originated com-

plex astronomy and mathematics or
borrowed them from other cultures,
such as Greece and Egypt.

Scholars agree that ruins, artifacts,
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“I consider the Puranas equal
to the Vedas. . . . The Vedas feared
that their purport would be dis-
torted by inattentive listening, but
their purport was established long
ago by the Itihasas and Puranas.
What is not found in the Vedas is
found in the smyriis. And what is
not found in either is described in
the Puranas. A person who
knows the four Vedas along with
the Upanisads but who does not
know the Puranas is not very
learned.” (Skanda Purana,
Prabhasa-khanda)

Finally, the Brhad-aranyaka
Upanisad (4.5.11) states: “The Rg
Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama Veda,
Atharva Veda, Itihasas, Puranas,
Upanisads, verses and mantras
chanted by brahmanas, sitras
[compilations of Vedic state-
ments], as well as transcendental
knowledge and the explanations
of the satras and mantras—
all emanate from the breathing
of the great Personality of
Godhead.”

and so on, show that some type of
advanced civilization existed in India
at least five thousand years ago. But
they disagree on whether the evidence
confirms descriptionsinscriptures such
as Srimad-Bhagavatam.

EMPIRICAL LIMITS

Unfortunately, relying on empirical
evidence can never yield a definite con-
clusion about the events of the distant
past. We can rely on empirical evi-
dence to make many decisions in our
present lives, but it may not be help-
ful—and can be harmful—whenreach-
ing conclusions about the past. Why?
Because the empirical method of gain-
ing knowledge relies on the human
being’ssenses, mind, and reasoning abil-
ity, which are limited and therefore
limit our access to knowledge.

Let’s consider some of these limita-
tions. The apparatus of the human body

can’t detect all stimuli. For example, |
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dogs can hear and smell things we can’t.
Andtoavoid mental overload, ourmind
filters perception; we delete much of
our incoming sensory experience. We
also generalize about what we perceive,
allowing us to recognize an unusual
chair as a chair. Yet such generalizing,
which usually entails putting thingsinto

| preconceived categories, greatly limits

our ability to discover truth. Finally, we
distort our perceptions according to
our deep biases and beliefs. Often our
beliefs are so deep-rooted we don’t
know on what premises we are forming
conclusions.

Researchers Postman and Bruner
performed a psychological experiment
that serves as an excellent illustration
of the difficulty we face when confront-
ing evidence that contradicts our be-
liefs and experience. The researchers
flashed regular playing cards at experi-
mental subjects, but mixed with the
cards were strange cards, such as red

| spades and black hearts. The testers

gradually increased the time the sub-
jects could see each card. In the begin-
ning, after a short exposure to each
card no one noticed the strange cards.
They just saw it as something else—a
normal card. Forexample, when shown
a black four of hearts (no such thing),
they would, without hesitation, call it a
four of spades or hearts.

As the time to see the cards in-
creased, most of the subjects gradually
realized that there were other catego-
ries of cards. At first they would hesi-
tate in their identification and then
finally recognize the new type. Once
theyidentified the new type, they could
continue tospotsimilar cards. Butmore
than ten percent of the subjects were
never able to identify the strange cards
—even at forty times the average expo-
sure time needed to recognize normal
cards for what they were. They would
sometimes feel acute distress upon see-
ing those strange cards, but didn’t make
the mentalleap tounderstand that there
was another category beyond their
original bias and expectation.

BIAS FILTERS

So we perceive what we want or
expect to perceive. Unfortunately,
many scholars or scientists think that

(please turn to page 53)
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“As I look at her hfefess body in the casket,
I think of her good fortune for having unknowingly
served Lord Krsna in the last months of her life.”

by Arcana-siddhi Devi Dasi

AS I ENTER THE CHURCH, I survey the large crowd while looking for
a vacant seat towards the back. Just as I spy an inconspicuous seat,
Mrs. Williams* sees me from the front of the church. I wave to her as I try
to jostle my way to the seat I have found. But she emphatically motions
for me to come to the front. .

Mrs. Williams, a strong matriarchal figure, is not a person to easily
challenge. I obediently approach her and give her a hug, hoping she will
allow me to return to the back pews. Instead she makes room in the front
row for me to sit next to her grandson Thomas. She looks up at me.

I sit and quietly squirm a little. It’s not just that I have white skin in
the midst of a mostly black-skinned congregation. And who will know that
I am a Jewish-born Vaisnava, a Hare Krsna practitioner sitting down for a

* For confidentiality, the names in this article have been changed.



Our agreement on scripture diverges
when the reverend states that this one life determines
our eternal existence in either heaven or hell.

Baptist service? The problem is that 1
knew the deceased only in my capacity
as a psychotherapist for a large urban
health clinic. Do I really belong with
her immediate family in the front
pew?

Now as people file by to offer their
condolences, I am included as part of
the family. I feel uncomfortable as
people shake my hand and offer words
of sympathy. The awkward moment
ends as the organ begins to resonate
throughout the church and people take
their seats.

Just a few feet away in the open
casket is the body of Thomas’s mother,
Regina Scott. Her motionless body lies
onsilken pillows, dressed in white lace.
Stuffed animals nestle close to herbody,
creating an illusion of serenity and ev-
erlasting peace.

REGINA’S LIFE

I had met Regina on a few occasions
when she came to family therapy. She
hadrecently beenreleased from prison
and had come to live with Thomas and
his grandmother. Thomas hardly knew
his mother, since she had been in jail
for a good portion of his life. During
her short interludes of freedom over
the years, she would go back to using
heroin. Tosupport her habit, she would
turn to drug-selling and prostitution,
which led torepeated arrests and incar-
cerations. Either from dirty needles or
prostitution, Regina had contracted the
HIV virus several years ago. For the
past two years, she had suffered from a
series of AlDS-related illnesses and
had resigned herself to dying.

Regina left behind three children.
Leon, her oldest, is an angry fifteen-
year-old who already has several char-
ges for drug sales and car theft. He sits
incognito in a pew several rows back.

Thomas, her second child, a small,

sensitive twelve-year-old. suffers from
anxiety and depression. He had been
referred for mental health therapy two
years ago after placing a rope around
his neck and saying he wanted to die. I
had become Thomas’s therapist then
and had worked closely with the family
ever since.

Troy, the youngest child, was born
HIV positive two years ago, while
Regina was still in jail. He has already
surpassed the doctor’s predictions for
his life span. Today he is dressed in a
little tuxedo and flops about in his baby
chair, having no muscle control left in
his body. He is a lovable, good-natured
child and almost seems to have tran-
scended his suffering.

I hold Thomas’s warm and moist
hand. Tears roll incessantly down his
cheeks, forming little rivulets and
puddles on his black dress pants. I pass
some tissues to him, but they remain
immobile in his hand. He stares off in a
hypnotic state, his body frozen in time.

Several ministers ascend to the pul-
pit, dressed in long, flowing black
gowns. This is my first time at a Baptist
funeral service, and I'm eager to hear
their message.

ONLY ONE LIFE?

In a deep commanding voice, the
first reverend asks everyone who ac-
cepts Jesus to stand. I have no problem
sincerely standing up. Through the
teachings of Vaisnava philosophy, I
accept Jesus as a pure devotee of God
who descended to teach love of God to
the fallen. Many times I have heard or
read of my guru, Srila Prabhupada,
glorifying Jesus Christ. Sometimes,
though, he found faultin the way Jesus’s
followers misconstrued his teachings.

The reverend expounds on many
truths consistent with my Vaisnava
philosophy. The soul and the body are
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different. Life is a journey meant for
loving God and helping others do the
same. Most of what I hear could well
have been spoken in a Bhagavad-gita
class in a Vaisnava temple.

Ouragreement onscripture diverges
when the reverend states that this one
life determines our eternal existence in
either heaven or hell. This is one of the
tenets of modern Christianity that never
sat well with me. If indeed this is our
only chance, why does God allow so
much inequity at birth? Why is one
child born to a loving, nurturing, com-
fortable home while another child’s
homeis an abusive,impoverished hell?
Why would one have the opportunity
to learn about God from childhood
and another have no religious train-
ing? And if the child is sinless, as the
Christians believe, then would it not be
in the child’s bestinterest to be killed at
birth so he could go straight to heaven?

Why would God give us only one
chance and eternally damn us? As a
parent I watch my own child make
mistake after mistake, yet I continue to
stand by him and encourage him. God
is infinitely more loving. Surely He
would continue to help us beyond this
one brief lifetime.

I soon sense that the good reverend
is struggling with how to present the
concept of one lifetime, heaven or hell,
in this particular situation. He wants to
comfort the family and loved ones.
That usually comes from hearing that
the dear departed has gone to heaven.
Plainly, Regina’s life up until the end
was less than saintly. To say she had
accepted Christ and purified her heart
would have been quite a stretch.

Surely the reverend wonders what
kind of a message he would impart by
blessing Regina as heaven-bound. The
young people in attendance would
simply take this as an endorsement

(please turn to page 55)



ON FAMILIAL LOVE

Since we’re not these bodies, is it wrong to love our families?

by Dhyana-kunda Devi Dasi

vedanta Book Trust in Sweden, where we

oftenreceive letters from people with ques-
tions about what they’'ve read in Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books. I've found that many readers
have similar questions, especially whenit comes
to applying the philosophy of Krsna conscious-
ness in their lives. I compiled the following
letter and reply with the hope of assisting BTG
readers who may have the same questions.

I EDIT AND TRANSLATE for the Bhakti-

(Letter:)

I have doubts about the way the self is
described in the Bhagavad-gita. Theologically,
it makes good sense: we are eternal, we live
many times to burn away our karma and ad-
vance toward God, and so on. Butwhen I try to
apply this understanding to personal relation-
ships, it strikes me as dry and opposed to
individuality and love.

I have a husband and two daughters, aged
three years and eight months. These three

“living entities,” as you would call them, are
so different from one another. It’s hard for me
to believe that our bodies and minds don’t
count, that we are ultimately all the same. It’s
even harder to accept that spiritually we are
strangers to each other and that our human
feelings and relationships have a negative
value—since the goal of life is to give up this
“false material affection.” I'd appreciate some
guidance on all this.

My Reply

You are probably referring to the second
chapter of the Gita, where Krsna imparts to
Arjuna His very first lesson: the difference
between body and soul, matter and spirit. First
lessons tend to present things as simply as
possible, and since they reveal a new aspect of
reality, they may seem to oppose our current
understanding. But by deeply studying the
new lessons, reflecting on them, and resolving
doubts—just as you are doing—we can find a

Illustration by Yamaraja Dasa
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synthesis between our old thinking and
the new knowledge.

Krsna’s first point is that the soul, or
the self, is different from the body. So
He draws the contrast: the self is undy-
ing, unchanging, immovable, invisible,
inconceivable. To integrate this pic-
ture with the richness of personal traits
we value in ourselves and others is
difficult indeed. But there is more to
the self than these negatives.

As you watch your baby encounter
her reflection in the mirror, become
fascinated by it, smile to it, and try to
crawl behind the mirror to find “the
other child,” you can observe such at-
tributes of the soul as consciousness,
individuality, the tendency toseek plea-
sure,and needforinteraction with other
persons. These are all fundamental |
qualities of the spirit. In yourself, watch-
ing your child, you may experience
another spiritual quality: the desire to
love and serve.

No two souls are the same. But all
have the same basic nature, no matter
what kind of body they occupy. There-
fore, “The humble sages, by virtue of
true knowledge, see with equal vision a
learned and gentle brahmana, a cow,
an elephant, a dog, and a dog-eater.”
(Bhagavad-gita 5.18)

Our bodies and minds do count;
nothing in the creation is devoid of |
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books are sacred works, his
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lisher, the Bhaktivedanta Book
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purpose. The body is the expression
of the self, or of where one is on the
long journey of self-realization. The
Supersoul in the heart, accompanying
us—the soul—from one life to anoth-
er, grants us new bodies that help ful-
fill our desires and offer opportunities
to advance spiritually.

NoT By CHANCE

It is not by chance that one receives
a human body and mind, capable of
introspection and free choice of action.
Our karma puts us into the body of a
man or a woman, but there are lessons
to be learned there, as there are in
being born poor or rich, or in having
happy relationships or unhappy ones.
All living beings, whether or not they
profess interest in God, are treading
the path of God realization, each in his
or her own unique way. “Everyone
follows My path in all respects,” says
Krsna. (Bhagavad-gita 4.11)

For some people God is a stranger.
Their affection rests solely in those
with whom they have a bodily relation-
ship—parents, spouse, children—even
though all bodily connections are tem-
porary. What connects us al/l and makes
us all lovable is that we are all integral
parts of the spirit Whole. On the deep-
est level of our nature, we are servants
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| and lovers of God.

Then is love for the family wrong?
No. If we have come together in this
life as a family, it is not just so that we
can mechanically “burn away our
karma.” Our paths of self-realization
have crossed; we have something to
give to or learn from one another.

Rediscovering our personal rela-
tionship with God does not mean we
become strangers to one another. We
won't run out of love by loving God.
Krsna Himself condemns the mental-
ity of those who worship His Deity in
| temples but fail to see everyone as part
of Him.

EXPRESSING LOVE

Genuine love—a selfless desire to
assist another person in his or her spiri-
tual development—can be expressed
through the body. As a mother, you
know that young children need love
expressed through bodily contact in
order to grow into emotionally bal-
anced adults. Without emotional bal-
ance, children will find any spiritual
practice difficult. But when they dis-
cover their individuality and begin to
search for their own meaning in life, to
trample upon this need in the name of
bodily relationship (*You’re my child;
I know what'’s best for you!”) would be
unloving. And it would be even more
unloving to shrug one’s shoulders and
say, “I don’t care what you do. You're
not my child, after all; we’re strangers.
Just chant Hare Krsnpa!”

We don’t develop spiritually by
either indiscriminately following our
needs and feelings (or those of others)
or stifling them if we decide they're
material. Needs and feelings are a
driving force, and we can use their
energy to move closer to God. Exact-
ly how to use that energy we have to
learn by introspection, guidance, and
the examples of spiritually elevated
persons. 3

Dhyana-kunda Devi Dasi, originally
from Poland, joined the Hare Krsna
movement in 1987. She and her hus-
band live at the ISKCON farm in Alm-
viks Gard, Sweden, where she serves as
an English editor and Polish translator
for the north European branch of the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.




BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Referred to as “the ripe fruit of the tree of Vedic literature,” ,§'rffnad—Bhﬁgavaran1
is the most complete and authoritative exposition of Vedic knowledge. Five thousand years ago
the great sage Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence
of spiritual knowledge. Here we present Srimad-Bhagavatam in serialized form,
with the original Sanskrit text, transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

THE PRICE
OF IGNORANCE

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, describes the suffering
— caused by the soul’s identification with the body.

CANTO 3: CHAPTER 31

28 AT T UFAT @ TOTRAT 7 |
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ity evam Saisavam bhuktva
duhkham paugandam eva ca

alabdhabhipsito ‘jianad
iddha-manyuh sucarpitah

iti evam—in this way; saisavam—childhood; bhuktva—
having undergone; duhkham—distress; paugandam—
boyhood; eva—even; ca—and; alabdha—not achieved;
abhipsitah—he whose desires; ajiiagnar—due to ignorance;
iddha—kindled; manyuh—his anger; suca—by sorrow;
arpitahi—overcome.

In this way, the child passes through his childhood, suffer-
ing different kinds of distress, and attains boyhood. In
boyhood also he suffers pain over desires to get things he
can never achieve. And thus, due to ignorance, he becomes
angry and sorry.

PURPORT: From birth to the end of five years of age is
called childhood. After five years up to the end of the
fifteenth year is called pauganda. At sixteen years of
age, youth begins. The distresses of childhood are already
explained, but when the child attains boyhood he is en-

rolled in a school which he does not like. He wants to
play, but he is forced to go to school and study and take
responsibility for passing examinations. Another kind of
distress is that he wants to get some things with which
to play, but circumstances may be such that he is not
able to attain them, and he thus becomes aggrieved and
feels pain. In one word, he is unhappy, even in his boy-
hood, just as he was unhappy in his childhood, what to
speak of youth. Boys are apt to create so many artifi-
cial demands for playing, and when they do not attain
satisfaction they become furious with anger. and the result
is suffering.

20 §% RA AWA ITMAA A |
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saha dehena manena
vardhamanena manyuna

karoti vigraharm kami
kamisv antaya catmanah

saha—with; dehena—the body; manena—with false pres-
tige; vardhamanena—increasing; manyund—on account
of anger; karoti—he creates; vigraham—enmity; kami—
the lusty person; kamisu—towards other lusty people;
antaya—rfor destruction; ca—and; atmanah—of his soul.

With the growth of the body, the living entity, in order to
vanquish his soul, increases his false prestige and anger and
thereby creates enmity towards similarly lusty people.
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BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

PURPORT: In Bhagavad-gita, Third Chapter, verse 36,
Arjuna inquired from Krsna about the cause of a living
being’s lust. It is said that a living entity is eternal and, as
such, qualitatively one with the Supreme Lord. Then what
is the reason he falls prey to the material and commits so
many sinful activities by the influence of the material energy?
Inreply to this question, Lord Krsna said thatit is lust which
causes a living entity to glide down from his exalted position
to the abominable condition of material existence. This lust
circumstantially changes into anger. Both lust and anger
stand on the platform of the mode of passion. Lust is
actually the product of the mode of passion, and in the
absence of satisfaction of lust, the same desire transforms
into anger on the platform of ignorance. When ignorance
covers the soul, it is the source of his degradation to the
most abominable condition of hellish life.

To raise oneself from hellish life to the highest position
of spiritual understanding is to transform this lust into love
of Krsna. Sri Narottama dasa Thakura, a great acarya of
the Vaisnava sampradaya, said, kama krsna-karmarpane:
due-to our lust, we want many things for our sense grati-
fication, but the same lust can be transformed in a puri-
fied way so that we want everything for the satisfaction of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Anger also can be
utilized towards a person who is atheistic or who is envious
of the Personality of Godhead. As we have fallen into this
material existence because of our lust and anger, the same
two qualities can be utilized for the purpose of advancing
in Krsna consciousness, and one can elevate himself again
to his former pure, spiritual position. Srila Riipa Gosvami
has therefore recommended that because in material exis-
tence we have so many objects of sense gratification, which
we need for the maintenance of the body, we should use
all of them without attachment, for the purpose of satisfying
the senses of Krsna; that is actual renunciation.
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bhitaih paficabhir arabdhe
dehe dehy abudho ‘sakrt

aham mamety asad-grahah
karoti kumatir matim

bhiitaih—by material elements; paricabhih—five; arabdhe
—made; dehe—in the body; dehi—the living entity; abu-
dhah—ignorant; asakrt—constantly; aham—I; mama—
mine; iti—thus; asar—nonpermanent things; grahah—ac-
cepting: karoti—he does; ku-matih—being foolish; matim
—thought.

By such ignorance the living entity accepts the material
body, which is made of five elements, as himself. With this
misunderstanding, he accepts nonpermanent things as his
own and increases his ignorance in the darkest region.
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PURPORT: The expansion of ignorance is explained in this
verse. The first ignorance is to identify one’s material body,
which is made of five elements, as the self, and the second
is to accept something as one’s own due to a bodily con-
nection. In this way, ignorance expands. The living entity is
eternal, but because of his accepting nonpermanent things,
misidentifying his interest, he is put into ignorance, and
therefore he suffers material pangs.
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tad-artham kurute karma
vad-baddho yati samsrtim

vo ‘nuyati dadat klesam
avidya-karma-bandhanah

tat-artham—ifor the sake of the body; kurute—he per-
forms; karma—actions; yat-baddhah—bound by which;
vati—he goes; samsrtim—to repeated birth and death; yah
—which body; anuyati—follows; dadat—giving; klesam—
misery; avidya—byignorance; karma—by fruitive activities;
bandhanah—the cause of bondage.

For the sake of the body, which is a source of constant trou-
ble to him and which follows him because he is bound by
ties ofignorance and fruitive activities, he performs various
actions which cause him to be subjected to repeated birth
and death.

PURPORT: In Bhagavad-gita it is said that one has to work
to satisfy Yajiia, or Visnu, for any work done without the
purpose of satisfying the Supreme Personality of Godhead
is a cause of bondage. In the conditioned state a living
entity, accepting his body as himself, forgets his eternal
relationship with the Supreme personality of Godhead and
acts on the interest of his body. He takes the body as
himself, his bodily expansions as his kinsmen, and the land
from which his body is born as worshipable. In this way he
performs all sorts of misconceived activities, which lead to
his perpetual bondage in repetition of birth and death in
various species.

In modern civilization, the so-called social, national, and
government leaders mislead people more and more, under
the bodily conception of life, with the result that all the
leaders, with their followers, are gliding down to hellish
conditions birth after birth. An example is given in Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Andha yathandhair upaniyamanah: when a
blind man leads several other blind men, the result is that all
of them fall down in a ditch. This is actually happening.
There are many leaders to lead the ignorant public, but
because every one of them is bewildered by the bodily
conception of life, there is no peace and prosperity in
human society. So-called yogis who perform various bodily
feats are also in the same category as such ignorant people
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because the hatha-yoga system is especially recommended
for persons who are grossly implicated in the bodily
conception. The conclusion is that as long as one is fixed in
the bodily conception, he has to suffer birth and death.
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yady asadbhih pathi punah
sisnodara-krtodyamaih
asthito ramate jantus
tamo visati parvavat

vadi—if; asadbhih—with the unrighteous; pathi—on the
path; punah—again; Sisna—for the genitals; udara—for
the stomach; krta—done; udyamaih—whose endeavors;
asthitah—associating; ramate—enjoys; jantuh—the living
entity; tamah—darkness; visati—enters; pirva-vat—as
beforé.

If, therefore, the living entity again associates with the
path of unrighteousness, influenced by sensually minded
people engaged in the pursuit of sexual enjoyment and the
gratification of the palate, he again goes to hell as before.

PURPORT: It has been explained that the conditioned soul
isputintothe Andha-tamisra and Tamisrahellish conditions,
and after suffering there he gets a hellish body like the dog’s
or hog’s. After several such births, he again comes into the
form of a human being. How the human being is born is also
described by Kapiladeva. The human being develops in the
mother’s abdomen and suffers there and comes out again.
After all these sufferings, if he gets another chance in a
human body and wastes his valuable time in the association
of persons who are concerned with sexual life and palatable
dishes, then naturally he again glides down to the same
Andha-tamisra and Tamisra hells.

Generally, people are concerned with the satisfaction of
the tongue and the satisfaction of the genitals. That is
material life. Material life means eat, drink, be merry, and
enjoy, with no concern for understanding one’s spiritual
identity and the process of spiritual advancement. Since
materialistic people are concerned with the tongue, belly,
and genitals, if anyone wants to advance in spiritual life he
must be very careful about associating with such people. To
associate with such materialisticmen is to commit purposeful
suicide in the human form of life. It is said, therefore, that
an intelligent man should give up such undesirable associ-
ation and should always mix with saintly persons. When he
is in association with saintly persons, all his doubts about
the spiritual expansion of life are eradicated, and he makes
tangible progress on the path of spiritual understanding. It
isalso sometimes found that people are very much addicted
to a particular type of religious faith. Hindus, Muslims, and
Christians are faithful in their particular type of religion,

and they go to the church, temple, or mosque, but unfor-
tunately they cannot give up the association of persons
who are too much addicted to sex life and satisfaction of
the palate. Here it is clearly said that one may officially
be a very religious man, but if he associates with such
persons, then he is sure to slide down to the darkest region
of hell.
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satyam Saucam daya maunarn
buddhih srir hrir yasah ksama

samo damo bhagas ceti
vat-sangad yati sanksayam

satyam—truthfulness; saucam—cleanliness; daya—mercy;
maunam—gravity: buddhih—intelligence; srth—prosper-
ity; hrih—shyness; vasah—fame; ksama—Tforgiveness;
samah—control of the mind; damah—control of the
senses; bhagah—{ortune; ca—and; iti—thus; yat-sangat
—from association with whom; yati sanksayam—are
destroyed.

He becomes devoid of truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy,
gravity, spiritual intelligence, shyness, austerity, fame, for-
giveness, control of the mind, control of the senses, fortune
and all such opportunities.

PURPORT: Those who are too addicted to sex life cannot
understand the purpose of the Absolute Truth, nor can
they be clean in their habits, not to mention showing mercy
to others. They cannot remain grave, and they have no
interest in the ultimate goal of life. The ultimate goal of
life is Krsna. or Visnu, but those who are addicted to sex
life cannot understand that their ultimate interest is Krsna
consciousness. Such people have no sense of decency, and
even in public streets or public parks they embrace each
other just like cats and dogs and pass it off in the name of
love-making. Such unfortunate creatures can never be-
come materially prosperous. Behavior like that of cats and
dogs keeps them in the position of cats and dogs. They
cannot improve any material condition, not to speak of
becoming famous. Such foolish persons may even make a
show of so-called yoga, but they are unable to control the
senses and mind, which is the real purpose of yoga prac-
tice. Such people can have no opulence in their lives. In a
word, they are very unfortunate.
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tesv asantesu mudhesu
khanditatmasv asadhusu

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1999 « BACK TO GODHEAD 39



BOOK SECTION: SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

sangarm na kurydc chocyesu
vosit-krida-myrgesu ca

tesu—with those; asantesu—coarse; miidhesu—ifools;
khandita-atmasu—mbereft of self-realization; asadhusu—
wicked: sangam—association; na—not: kuryar—one should
make; Socyesu—pitiable; yosit—of women; krida-mrgesu
—dancing dogs; ca—and.

One should not associate with a coarse fool who is bereft
of the knowledge of self-realization and who is no more
than a dancing dog in the hands of a woman.

PURPORT: The restriction of association with such foolish
persons is especially meant for those who are in the line of
advancement in Krsna consciousness. Advancement in
Krsna consciousness involves developing the qualities of
truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, gravity, intelligence in spiri-
tual knowledge, simplicity, material opulence, fame, for-
giveness, and control of the mind and the senses. All these
qualities are to be manifested with the progress of Krsna
consciousness, but if one associates with a sidra, a foolish
person who is like a dancing dog in the hands of a woman,
then he cannot make any progress. Lord Caitanya has ad-
vised that any person who is engaged in Krsna conscious-
ness and who desires to pass beyond material nescience
must not associate himself with women or with persons
interested in material enjoyment. For a person seeking
advancement in Krsna consciousness, such association is
more dangerous than suicide.
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na tathasya bhaven moho
bandhas canya-prasangatah

yosit-sangad yatha purmso
vatha tat-sangi-sangatah

na—not; tatha—in that manner; asya—of this man; bhavet
—may arise; mohah—infatuation; bandhah—bondage; ca
—and; anya-prasangatah—{rom attachment to any other
object; yosit-sangat—from attachment to women; yatha—
as; pumsah—of a man; yatha—as; tat-sangi—of men who
are fond of women; sangatah—from the fellowship.

The infatuation and bondage which accrue to a man from
attachment to any other object is not as complete as that
resulting from attachment to 2 woman or to the fellowship
of men who are fond of women.

PURPORT: Attachment to women is so contaminating that
one becomes attached to the condition of material life not
only by the association of women but by the contaminated
association of persons who are too attached to them. There
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are many reasons for our conditional life in the material
world, but the topmost of all such causes is the association
of women, as will be confirmed in the following stanzas.
In Kali-yuga, association with women is very strong. In
every step of life, there is association with women. If a
person goes to purchase something. the advertisements are
full of pictures of women. The physiological attraction for
women is very great, and therefore people are very slack in
spiritual understanding. The Vediccivilization, being based
onspiritual understanding, arranges association with women
very cautiously. Out of the foursocial divisions, the members
of the first order (namely brahmacarya), the third order
(vanaprastha), and the fourth order (sannydsa) are strictly
prohibited from female association. Only in one order, the
householder, is there license to mix with women under
restricted conditions. In other words, attraction for woman’s
association is the cause of the material conditional life, and
anyone interested in being freed from this conditional life
must detach himself from the association of women.
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prajapatih svam duhitararm
drstva tad-riipa-dharsitah

rohid-bhiitam so ‘nvadhavad
rksa-riipi hata-trapah

praja-patih—Lord Brahma: svam—his own; duhitaram—
daughter; drstva—having seen; fat-riigpa—by her charms;
dharsitah—bewildered; rohit-bhiitam—to her in the form
of a deer; sah—he; anvadhavar—ran; rksa-riipi—in the
form of a stag; hata—Dbereft of; trapah—shame.

At the sight of his own daughter, Brahma was bewildered
by her charms and shamelessly ran up to her in the form of
a stag when she took the form of a hind.

PURPORT: Lord Brahma’s being captivated by the charms
of his daughter and Lord Siva’s being captivated by the
Mohini form of the Lord are specific instances which in-
struct us that even great demigods like Brahma and Siva,
what to speak of the ordinary conditioned soul, are capti-
vated by the beauty of woman. Therefore, everyone is ad-
vised that one should not freely mix even with one’s daughter
or mother or sister, because the senses are so strong that
when one becomes infatuated, the senses do not consider
the relationship of daughter, mother, or sister. It is best,
therefore, to practice controlling the senses by performing
bhakti-yoga. engaging in the service of Madana-mohana.
Lord Krsna’s name is Madana-mohana, for He can subdue
the god Cupid, or lust. Only by engaging in the service of
Madana-mohana can one curb the dictates of Madana,
Cupid. Otherwise, attempts to control the senses will fail.
(continued in the next issue)



- “Mine”

The first day of nursery school delivers a lesson for mom.
by Visakha Devi Dasi

INCE NURSERY SCHOOL was to be a new experience for our two-year-old, on the first

morning I stayed in the school to help her adjust. For a while she clung to me, appre-

hensive, until she became intrigued by some toys. Finding one she particularly liked, she
held it tightly and declared to the other children, “Mine.” As it was clear she was [eeling
comfortable in the new place, I soon walked home, reflecting on her declaration.

Nothing in that house was hers, yet when she found something that attracted her she
decided it was “mine.”

And that’s exactly what I've done. I came into this world empty-handed, I'll leave empty-
handed, and in the interim I declare so many things “mine:” “my comfortable three-bedroom
my bright-eyed, curly-haired two-year-old,” “my sleek Power Macintosh.” As
possessing that toy gave my daughter a sense of belonging and importance, so thinking that
I possess this or that gives me a similar sense.

One may argue, “But that toy wasn’t your daughter’s — she had no right to claim it. Your
case is different. You bought your house and computer; you created your family.”

And in one sense, that’s true. But in a higher sense, it’s not. Take our home. I can’t create
any of the raw materials—the wood, sand, water, metal-—that went into making it. As for

L}

home,

Illustration by Puskara Dasa
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the money I contributed toward buy-
ing it, whatever talent I used to earn
that money also isn’t mine because it
can be taken away at any moment. If
talent or intelligence were actually
mine, they couldn’t be taken from me.
But they can because they are coming
from elsewhere—from God, from Lord
Krsna. And earth, water, and wood

Many books of wisdom discourage
the tendency to grow attached to what
we cannot keep. For example, the
Bhagavad-gita says that the Supreme
Lord Krsna is the original, supreme
creator, proprietor, and enjoyer of all
that be. So in fact nothing is mine.
Everything is His, and He has kindly
allotted me a tiny portion of His pos-

are His energies; no person, however | sessions.

powerful, can create these.

Even though I take care of “my”

BACK TO GODHEAD'S

CORRESPONDENCE
COURSES

Accredited Study of Srila Prabhupada’s
Books and Teachings

Now you can gain transcendental knowledge with a guided, in-depth
study of the writings and teachings of Lord Krsna’s pure devotee, at
your own pace and in your own home.

Each course includes a textbook, a lesson binder, and a per-
sonal review of your work by qualified brahmana teachers. You may
choose to conduct your studies via e-mail, regular post, or fax.

Upon successful completion of your study, you will receive a
Course Certificate and credit from the Florida Vedic College.

Iintroduction to Bhagavad-gita As It Is
15 lessons — $108*
Teachings of Lord Caitanya
12 lessons — $108*
Karma and Reincarnation
7 lessons — $89%*

Journey of Self Discovery
3 lessons — $50%
Readings in Vedic Literature
3 lessons — $50%*

To enroll send check or money order to: Back to Godhead Corre-
spondence Courses, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA

For further information call
the BTG Editorial Offices at (904) 462-7794.

“In this world there is nothing so sublime
and pure as transcendental knowledge.”

#“Please add 10% shipping costs for textbooks and course materials.
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house, family, and money, I can’t claim
them as my own. I'm like a bank teller,
who handles the bank’s money but
can’t claim it. A bank teller who de-
cides, “Oh, I have thousands of dol-
lars at my disposal. Let me use some
however I please,” is liable to lose
everything—job, wages, freedom, and
respectability.

Similarly, because I think something
is “mine,” I'm disturbed by anxiety. I
worry that what I have is not enough,
or that I may lose it. The very pleasure
Isought by acquiring these things eludes
me, and on top of that, I stay entrapped
in material consciousness.

Srila Prabhupadahas explained that
for personal (as well as national and
international) peace we should accept
that everything belongs to God, that it
is all His to enjoy, and that our function
and duty is to use whatever He has
allotted us in His service. That realiza-
tion will free us from hankering and
lamenting, and by frecing us of the
encumbrance of anxiety, allow us to
become happy.

The toy horse my daughter had de-
fiantly claimed that morning was a prac-
tically worthless plastic imitation of a
real horse. From a spiritual view, the
material assets I claim are also value-
less. Why? Because, for one, they're
temporary. I'll have to leave them be-
hind when I die. But beyond that, when
compared to my natural life—an eter-
nal life of bliss and knowledge in the
spiritual world—my prize material pos-
sessions are inconsequential, unless I
use them in the service of Krsna and
His devotees.

In the afternoon, when I went back
to pick up my daughter I was a little
worried. That tiny horse she’d claimed
could have led to tantrums, a big fight,
and a frazzled teacher. With relief I
learned that shortly after I'd left, my
daughter forgot about “her” toy when
the teacher had encouraged her to
sing with the other children. May I
be similarly guided away from “my”

| things and drawn to Krsna and His

service. &2

Visakha Devi Dasi has been contribut-
ing articles and photographs to BTG
formore than iwenty years. She and her
family live in New Dvaraka, the Hare
Krsna community in Los Angeles.



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

[ndependent Insanity

Here we conclude an exchange between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of his
disciples. It took place in Los Angeles on the morning of
December 13, 1973, during a walk along the Pacific shore.

Srila Prabhupada: In the
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna
says flatly, bhoktaram
yajfia-tapasam sarva-
loka-mahesvaram/
suhrdam sarva-
bhitanam jhatva
marm santim rcch-
ati: “If all you peo-
ple want to stop this
chaotic condition,
then accept that I
am the enjoyer and
proprietor of this
whole world and I
am your real friend..
Let all this business
be done on My
account. Take
your right
salaries
and

be happy, and there will be no chaotic condition.”

Butinstead, the situation is that everyone is thinking, “I
am the proprietor,” and as far as possible, everyone is
hoarding money and other commodities, while leaving
other persons to starve. Some are not even getting their
right salary, their quota of the basic necessities the Lord has
provided. Those who are weak cannot steal. The stronger
are stealing.

Now even ineveryday affairs there is a fight. Forinstance,
this chaotic condition regarding petrol. The Arabs are
thinking, “We are the proprietors of this petrol. Why shall
we give a reasonable price to the Americans?” Everything
we need for living is already there, but the situation is
chaotic, simply because people do not accept that the
proprietor is God. This is the defect.

How can your leaders give freedom for this kind of
stealing mentality? Tell them, “If you allow freedom for
thisstealing mentality, that means punishment is awaiting
you.”

For example, if you give someone the freedom to
steal—"Yes, do whatever you like; you can go on
stealing”—that means the next stage is punishment.

» You’ll be apprehended, tried, and put into
prison. That is going on.
Disciple: But, Srila Prabhupada, people will
argue, “Actually, we are proprietors of this
world. Of course, our propietorship is
relative.”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, it is relative.
“Relative” means you are not the
proprietors. You are servants. By
your service you must satisfy the
real proprietor and get your
nice salary and be happy. This
is stated in ISopanisad. Tena
tyaktena bhuiijitha: What-
ever God gives, you should
accept and be happy. Do
not try to encroach upon
others. Receive from the
proprietor your emolu-
ment or your reward,
and be happy. This is
stated in ISopanisad.
Isavasyam idam sar-
vam: Everything is
God’s property; sim-
ply take your share.
You have that right.
(turn to page 55)






MILLENIUM
BUG Are You Spiritually

Prepared for Disaster?

If things get bad, you will need more than

just canned food and safe water.

by Kalakantha Dasa

ATERIALLY, I DON'T know what to

make of the Y2K computer bug. People

are spending billions of dollars to stop
it, so it’s no joke. A homesteader acquaintance
says there are too many faulty chips and not
enough time. He declares our society to be so
computer-dependent that Y2K will be the end of
CAWKI—civilization as we know it. A friend
who works for IBM laughs and says the Y2K
scare is a hoax dreamed up by clever business-
men.

Meanwhile, my local power company sends a
reassuring circular saying that they are going to
be completely ready for Y2K. They've already
fixed their customer information computers,
assuring me of accurate billing into the next
millennium.

As a family man with two kids, I decide it’s
prudent to be prepared. Fortunately we live in
the country with our own well, garden, and septic
system. (What would city folks do without water
in the taps and power in the sockets?) My wife
and I store a little food and make a list of this
and that. Somehow we’ll get water. My neighbor
is cutting trees, so I stash a year’s supply of fire-
wood. Materially, I'm preparing for Y2K as I
would for any emergency.

All the while 1 know this is just an illusion.
Materially, neither my family nor I will ever be
safe. Even if Y2K turns out to be a hoax, some-

Photo by Yamaraja Dasa

thing else will come along and break up our
happy routine.

I don’t like the idea of a Y2K computer melt-
down. I'm used to inexpensive hot water for
bathing and washing dishes and a thermostat in
my house. A word processor makes typing
incomparably easier. My ten-year-old needs an
electric respirator from time to time.

Losing all this on January 1, 2000, would be a
disaster for my family and me—and we’re better
prepared than most. If power, water, food, and
gas are unavailable, what will become of our life?
Will ravaging, starving gangs of inner-city refu-
gees assault us? Will we be cut off from friends
and family who aren’t in walking distance? No
one can tell me with certainty what will or won't
happen.

Although the Y2K scare has put us on alert,
the plain, unpalatable fact is that disaster hangs
over all of our heads every day. Hurricane?
Earthquake? Car crash? Assault? Cancer? Old
age? It’s only a matter of time until we all con-
front the loss of this fragile physical frame that
has come to mean our very life.

When it comes to the point where my com-
fortable daily life becomes a harrowing struggle
for survival, how will I handle it? My family
may be counting on me, not only for material
protection, but also for emotional stability and
spiritual strength. In this department, platitudes,
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SOME PEOPLE confuse repeating
God’s name with “vain repetition™
of materialistic prayers. But God’s
names differ from other sounds
and are spiritually potent and
effective for spiritual realization.

Chanting is non-sectarian. One
can connect with the Supreme
Lord by chanting any of His
names. Followers of Islam repeat
Allah Akbar, “God is great.”
Catholics repeat prayers on rosary
beads. In the '60s story Franny
and Zooey, one character wants to
emulate a monk who always
chanted the Jesus prayer. Jesus
himself prayed to God, “Hallowed
by Thy name.”

The Vedas also mention many
names of God. Repeating such
sacred sounds is called mantra
meditation. The Sanskrit word
man means “mind,” and fra means
“to release.” Mantras release the
mind from anxiety and illusion.
They are not the mindlessly
repeated dogmatic statements of
politicians.

Some popular mantras include
govinda jaya jaya, gopala jaya
jaya; o1 namo bhagavate vasu-
devaya; and the maha, or great,
mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare.

The Hare Krsna mantra
addresses God in His most

generators, or solar panels just don’t
help. What will?

As with any disaster, I must be
prepared—spiritually prepared—to
handle Y2K.

SPIRITUAL PREPAREDNESS

In his books, Srila Prabhupada ex-
plains in many ways how to be spiritu-
ally prepared. Here are some of his
points.

Among other things, spiritual pre-
paredness means to assimilate and ap-

How to Chant and Be Prepared

personal aspects as Krsna, the all-
attractive person, and Rama, the
reservoir of all pleasure. “Hare™
(pronounced ha-ray) addresses
God’s devotional energy. Taken
together these names mean, “My
dear Lord, please let me serve
You.”

Guidelines

Although there are no fixed
rules for chanting God’s names,
some guidelines may help. You
may prefer to start in a secluded,
private place. Early morning is by
far the best time for an extended
chanting session. (That means
early to bed—a good practice in a
power failure.) Beads are useful to
employ your sense of touch. A
beautiful sacred picture or altar
will help occupy your sight. Get all
this together if you can, but if not,
don’t worry. Just chant. Ready?

Chant loudly enough to surpass
the clatter of your mind. Set your
problems completely aside—let
them wait—and focus on the
sound. At the same time, let your
emotions and inner feelings go
where they will. Express them in
your chanting. If you are in diffi-
culty, let that be an impetus for
your chanting. Of course, we are
all in difficulty in this world. So let
your chanting be, as Srila Prabhu-
pada used to say, “like the genuine
cry of a child for its mother.”

ply enough spiritual knowledge to be
comfortably detached from external
situations. If massive computer crashes
or something else beyond my control
suddenly and drastically changed my
externallife,lamenting orranting would
waste precious energy. Nor in an emer-
gency would I be able to cater to the
delicate whims of my physical senses.
Icansee the value of detachment, of
notexpecting toomuch out of my physi-
cal life. On one hand, I'm not ready to
detachmyselflike great yogis who leave
society and meditate in the heat or cold
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You'll no doubt undergo some
objections from your busy,
demanding mind. Keep going.
Chant as long as you comfortably
can. Though it takes some prac-
tice, it is quite common for devo-
tees of Krsna to chant for an hour
or two daily. Such serious yogis
also gradually give up certain acti-
vities that pollute the heart and
impair chanting. These activities
include gambling, intoxication,
meat-eating, and recreational sex.
Although it may seem rather
harsh and difficult to give up such
habits, imagine for a moment how
unimportant they would seem to
you in a Y2K-type emergency
where your very survival was at
stake.

Natural and Blissful

For me, chanting is practical. I
find that a good morning chanting
session always leaves me feeling
more prepared in every respect to
meet the day’s challenges. While
chanting I often experience
flashes of creativity or insight. But
these are by-products of some-
thing more important. By chant-
ing God’s names, I am aligning
myself properly, according to all
scriptures, as God’s servant. I am
glorifying Him, making a joyful
noise, and singing His praises. It
is blissful, natural, and deeply
satisfying to the soul.

of the woods. On the other hand, even
now I can begin to understand myself
as a spiritual being, distinct from the
physical body. I, the soul, am the one
who has survived my body’s changes
from infancy to middle age. And I, the
soul, will move on when this body no
longer works. This spiritual knowledge
is the key to detachment, to keeping a
cool head and being content with little.

Spiritual knowledge comes from
authentic scriptures. No church or or-
ganization can claim exclusive domain
on spiritual knowledge, for such wis-



dom is scientific. Just as gravity works
the same way for everyone, spiritual
science is the same whether I consider
myself a Hindu, a Catholic, or a Jew.
Though they may differ in style and
detail, almost all scriptures agree on
essential points of spiritual knowledge.
But these days, with so much else to
read, scriptures aren’t always our first
choice. In preparing for Y2K, for in-
stance, my first instinct is to reach for a
homesteader catalog.

Although scriptures are the one re-
liable source of information that can
prepare us for disaster, many of us
ignore or consider them irrelevant. An
otherwise reasonable person may close
his eyes, pull some notion out of his
mind, and consider it absolute spiritual
truth. Genuine scriptures are God’s
instruction manuals for man. Would
you make up your own computer
manual and expect to get somewhere?

Rather than getting bogged down
with the relative value of various scrip-
tures, let us consider what are the es-
sential, common points of all scriptural
knowledge:

* You are not this temporary flesh
and blood. You are the eternal soul
within.

e This temporary world is not your
permanent home.

* A compassionate, understanding
God loves you and wants to help you.

If I could fully assimilate and apply
these facts in my life—if I could realize
them—I would be ready for a Y2K
meltdown, or any other disaster this
world could throw my way. Disaster
would neithershock norintimidate me.
IfI could then convey the same realiza-
tion to my friends and family members,
I could help them be prepared as well.
In fact, I can’t think of anyone who
wouldn’t benefit by this information.

Now is the time for spiritual realiza-
tion—while the hot water’srunning and
the lights are on and I have the time
and the ability. €

Kalakantha Dasa writes, runs a small
business, and oversees circulation for
Back to Godhead. He and his wife,
both disciples of Srila Prabhupada, live
with their two children in Gainesville,
Florida.

Live and Study
InVmndavana

Attend classes and seminars at the
Vrndavana Institute for Higher Education (VIHE)

The VIHE is an adult educational program offering you an op-
portunity to deeply study the philosophy of Krsna conscious-
ness in the holy dhama of Vrndavana, receive training in prac-
tical skills relevant to devotional service, and associate with senior
devotees. All courses are well researched and taught by senior
devotees who have a deep understanding of the subject. VIHE
offers classes on §astra, preaching, communication, Deity worship,
management, teaching, music, and more.

Karttika Semester 1999

Dates: October 11 to November 5. Both 2- and 4-week classes are
offered.

Requirements: A proficiency in English and good sadhana.
Fees: Rs. 6,500 (US $160) for full schedule. Fees cover four ormore
classes, materials, parikramas, and feasts. Fees are lower for those
who take fewer classes or who don’t attend parikramas. Payments
are made when registering in Vrndavana. Discounts may be avail-
able in special circumstances, but must be arranged before arrival.
To apply: Students must confirm attendance by September 30.
Registration: October 8-10 in Vrndavana.

For more information about the Karttika semester and registra-
tion procedures, contact the VIHE or visit their web site. Courses
will be finalized one month before the semester begins. Complete
course listings and descriptions will be available at that time and
posted on the web site.

Krishna Balaram Mandir
c/o VIHE, Room 31
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Vrindaban, Mathura, 281124, UP, INDIA
Phone: (0565) 445-002 or 445-053
E-mail: vihe@bbt.se
Web site: www.iskcon.net/vihe
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BIOGRAPHY

VYASADEVA

The Literary Incarnation of God

Thousands of years ago he worked to make
the most important knowledge accessible to us today.

by Satyaraja Dasa

HE ANCIENT SAGE Vyasadeva, or Krsna
Dvaipayana Vyasa, was the divine son of
Parasara Muni and Satyavati. According
to Vaisnava tradition, his main mission was to
divide the one original Veda into parts (vydsa
means “divide”) and write supplementary texts
to elucidate its main message: devotion to
Krsna. The Vedic tradition tells us that prior to

Vyasa’s appearance, some five thousand years |

ago, people could remember the Veda on hear-
ing it once and could understand its implica-
tions as well. In our current age, known as
Kali-yuga, people have become less spiritually
astute and their memories and lifespans have
decreased. Therefore, Vyasa descended into
this world to put the Veda into written form
and edit it to make it accessible to modern
man. He accomplished this mighty feat by
reciting hundreds of thousands of intricate
Sanskrit verses without stopping, while they
were being written down by Ganesa, his scribe.

Vyasadeva is credited not only with arrang-
ing the Veda proper into four distinct works
(the Rg, Sama, Yajur, and Atharva), but also
with composing many of the Vedic corallaries,
including the Mahabharata and the Srimad-

Bhagavatam, the cream of all Vaisnava texts.

Srimad- Bhagavatam relates that Vyasa felt
despondent after compiling the Vedic canon
and approached his spiritual preceptor, Nara-
da, to find out why. Narada told him that in
working through the vast complexity of the
Vedas, Vyasa had neglected their very essence:
the glorification of the name, fame, form,
qualities, and pastimes of Krsna, the Supreme
Lord. Vyasa set out at once to fill this gap by
writing S"rimad—Bhﬁgavarmn_, which may right-
ly be considered the pinnacle of the Vedic
literary tradition.

Vyasa, having performed the mammoth task
of rendering the Vedas into written form and
writing the explanatory literature as well, was
concerned about the ongoing transmission of
these booksinan age thatshunsspiritual knowl-
edge. Consequently, he taught the four Vedas
to four disciples: Paila, the Rg Veda; Vaisam-
payana, the Yajur Veda; Jaimini, the Sama
Veda; and Sumantu, the Atharva Veda. He al-
so taught the [fihasa-Purana literature (his-
tories) to Romaharsana Sita and Sukadeva
Gosvami, Vyasa’s son and the first person
to publicly recite the Bhagavatam. All these

At right: The sage Narada, who can travel through space at will,
arrives at the hermitage of Vyasadeva, the compiler of the Vedas.

Painting by Dhrti Devi Dasi
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As a preeminent teacher
of Vedic knowledge, Vyasadeva is
considered the original guru.

stalwart devotees of the Lord became
expert in their respective Vedas and
transmitted the knowledge to their
many disciples. In this way, the mes-
sage was passed down from master to
disciple in disciplic succession.

VYASA’S QUALIFICATIONS

From the Vedic literature we learn
of Vyasadeva’s extraordinary qualifi-
cations. He is identified throughout
the Mahabharata and the Puranas as
Bhagavan, or the Supreme Person, and
sometimes He is called an incarnation
of Narayana. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna
says that of sages He is Vyasa (10.37),
and Arjuna cites Vyasa as an authority
on the identity of Krsna (10.13).

Srila Prabhupada resolves the pos-
sible confusionregarding Vyasa’siden-
tity: Vyasa is God only in the sense
of being a saktyavesa-avatara, an eter-
nally liberated jiva (a soul like you or
I, not the Supreme Lord) particularly
empowered with an opulence of God.

In both the Mahabharata and the
Puranas, Vyasa is depicted as (1) a rsi,
or “seer,” (2) a rtvij, or “priest,” (3) a
tapasvin, or “ascetic,” (4) a yogin, or

“mystic,” and finally as (5) a guru.

The Puranas and the Mahabharata
relate examples of Vyasa’s ability to
see the future. The SrEmad—Bh&gavatam
(1.4.16-33) asserts that he foresaw the
oncoming Kali-yuga, withits attendant
degradation.

Throughout the [tihdasa-Purana lit-
erature Vyasa is repeatedly referred
to as a rtvij, or “priest.” In the Maha-
bharata, Vyasa performed major Vedic
rituals for the Pandavas; at both the
Rajasiiya sacrifice and the ASvamedha
sacrifice, Vyasa was the priestin charge.

The Mahabharata depicts Vyasa as
the paragon of asceticism. He displays
many mystic powers—including his
supernatural knowledge of past, pres-
ent, and future—said to be the result of

50 BACKTO GODHEAD = SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1999

his penances and austerities. He is able
to appear and disappear at will, and to
award boons and dispense curses.

THE ORIGINAL GURU

As a preeminent teacher of Vedic
knowledge, Vyasadeva is considered
the original guru. According to the
Mahabharata, he was known as the
guru for those with whom he shared
Vedicknowledge—Paila, Jaimini, Vais-
ampayana, Sumantu, Romaharsana
Siita, éukadeva, among others, all of
whom refer tohimas “the guru.” Vyasa
had an informal guru relationship with
the five Pandava princes, who knew
him as their “well-wishing advisor”

| (mantri priyahitah). Throughout the

Vedic corollaries, Vyasa acts as the
perfect guru, giving spiritual instruc-
tions to many great personalities who
appear in those texts. It was he who
impregnated the message of the Bhag-
avatam into the heart of Sukadeva
Gosvami.

Srila Prabhupada refers to Vyasa-
deva as “the original spiritual precep-
tor for all mankind.” In Vyasa’s honor,
the annual festival celebrated by Vais-
navas on the day of their spiritual
master’s birth anniversary is known
as Vyasa-pija Day. The bona fide guru
is the representative of Vyasa, the
perfect guru.

In addition, Vyasa is considered by
tradition to be one of the seven cirari-
jivas, or deathless persons. (The others
are Asvathama, Bali, Hanuman, Vibhi-
sana, Krpa, and Parasurama). And it is
said that even today spiritual seekers
of extremely good merit can find him in
his cave in the Himalayas.

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada and a regular contributor
to Back to Godhead. He has written
several books on Krsna consciousness.
He and his wife live in New York City.



HOW I CAME TO KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

ELUSIVE
SECURITY

He discovered he’d never find security
in a world he’d one day have to leave behind.

ORMY FIRST twelve
Fyears, my mother’s

love and protection
were freely available to
me. Then she became ill
and within a few months
passed away. Dealing
with her death was the
most traumatic experi-
ence of my life. After my
mother died [ endured re-
peated nightmares, psy-
chic disturbances, and a
general feeling of emo-
tional chaos.

During the first three
weeks of this turmoil, T
slept downstairs because
[ was afraid to go upstairs
after dark. Then one day I
suddenly felt it was safe to
return to my bedroom to
sleep. A few hours later, in the dead of
night [ woke tosee a figure sitting at the
end of my bed. It was my mother.

“Everything is okay now, Paul,” she
said. “I've sorted it all out for you.”

While this event solved my imme-
diate emotional crisis, before long I
again felt the need for love and protec-
tion. During my teenage years I tried
to satisfy that need with sex, drugs,

by Praghosa Dasa

Praghosa Dasa with his wife, Goloka Devi Dasi, and their sons,
Pariicajanya (left) and Sankarsana.

and rock 'n’ roll. As I entered my early
twenties, that approach to life grew
dry. I could see that real happiness,
love, and protection can’t be achieved
by such a fly-by-night approach. I
would have to seek out a less shallow
method.

My first instinct was to find a girl I
could settle down with, raise a family,
and see if that would bring me the

satisfaction and stability
I craved. That proved a
more difficult task than
I'd thought. I found my-
self in a steady relation-
ship, but after three years
orsoldiscovered I wasn't
the only one in my part-
ner’s life. My avenue to
wedded bliss quickly
turned into a cul-de-sac.

During this period of
my life I worked as a re-
porter on a local news-
paper. I began to take an
interest in what could be
loosely termed alterna-
tive living. I gave up eat-
ing meat. I figured that
my quest for happiness
had a better chance of
success if I were to show
more consideration to others, includ-

| ing animals. I visited many vegetarian

restaurants, one of which was run by
devotees of Krsna. It became a regular
haunt of mine, primarily because the
food there was far and away better than
any other vegetarian restaurant I had
come across.

Gradually I got to know some of
the people at the restaurant and read
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Sixteen years later, my lifelong search
is over, but I have to be honest and say that
I still haven’t achieved my goal.

a few books about Krsna philosophy.
I was struck to learn that no matter
how hard we try, or how successful we
are, we can find only limited happi-
ness and security in this world. The
reason for this is logical: eventually we
have to leave it all behind. Unlimited
and continuous happiness cannot be
found here. As spiritual beings in the
material world, we are like fish out of
water. As long as we stay here, we’ll
continue to suffer the pain and igno-
miny of having to leave our bodies.

This was all quite a revelation for
me. All my life I had been searching for
happiness and security, and now I was
reading how my search was futile as
long as it was taking place in the ma-
terial world. But Krsna consciousness
was showing me where I could achieve
my lifelong goal. While the break-up of
my relationship was painful, it gave me
the impetus to try to reach for the goal
of developing myself spiritually and
securing lasting happiness.

I read in the Bhagavad-gita about
the different categories of people who
seek out a more spiritual way of life.
One such category is the distressed. I
identified at once with this descrip-
tion and thought of all the times in
my life when distress or anxiety had
become prominent. These difficult
times would inevitably evoke a real
soul-searching mood. During these
times I would beg for relief, without
knowing from whom I was begging or
how to practically achieve that relief.
Like most people, the only solution 1
could rely on was time. But that meant
a prolonged period of suffering.

GETTING SERIOUS

And so it was that I started on my
spiritual sojourn. My first step was to
find some guidance. I decided to ask
the Krsna people who had introduced

me to the Bhagavad-gita and given me
the taste for spiritual subjects. I was
impressed that the Krsna conscious lit-
erature has a storied history and has
guided sages for thousands of years.
What the Hare Krsna devotees told

me was consistent with what I had |

read in Bhagavad-gita. First, one in
search of spiritual enlightenment
should, as far as possible, desist from
activities that reinforce material con-
cepts. Chief among these is our errone-
ous understanding that we are the body,
the outward material covering, as op-
posed to the spirit soul dwelling within.
Second, besides gettingrid of that nega-
tive concept—and its attendant activi-
ties—we should add positive spiritual
activities to our daily lives, such as
calling on the names of the Absolute
Truth. This process is, of course, not
a new phenomenon. Many spiritual
traditions recommend calling on
God’s names. According to Bhagavad-
gita and the Vedic understanding, sin-
cerely calling on the names of God
allows one to transcend the material
atmosphere and enter the spiritual
realm. God, the Supreme Person, be-
ing absolute is present in His name.
Through any of His unlimited names
we directly associate with Him.

I decided I’d be foolish not to give
this process a go, and so I began chant-
ing the names of Krsna. Krsna is the
all-attractive, most beautiful person,
the topmost form of the Supreme. The
next two years or so was the most
blissful period of my life. Peace, hap-
piness, fulfillment, and security were
present in abundance. With this sun-
shine inside and its warmth flowing
through me, I knew I had found some-
thing priceless. Without a doubt that
initial experience will always live with
me, continually reinforcing my belief
that this process is genuine and a
guaranteed path to eternal happiness.
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THE QUEST GOES ON

Sixteen years later, my lifelong
search is over, but I have to be honest
and say that I still haven’t achieved my
goal. I found Krsna consciousness price-
less, but you don't get priceless items
on the cheap. My reluctance to pay
means I still have a long way to go. My
initial burst of two-year bliss was akin
to a special free offer that has long
since run out. Now I find that I must be
even more sincere in my spiritual prac-
tices to avoid diversions to short-term
material attractions.

When 1 first got the intense sweet
taste of Krsna consciousness, I expected
it to carry me all the way back to
Godhead. My life, I thought, would be
a single, uninterrupted flow of devo-
tion to Krsna. Now, after more pauses
than I care to remember, things are
different.

One change from my early days is
that I'm married now. But marriage
isn’t the distraction I once expected it
to be. Goloka, my wife, is a constant
source of inspiration to me as she qui-
etly goes about developing her own
spiritual life. Her dedication and deter-
mination make me feel like an obstacle
in her spiritual life, as opposed to the
other way around.

We also have two sons, Sankarsana
(12) and Panicajanya (9). Now, they are
a distraction! Boys will be boys, and
our two can compete with the best of
them. Yet when I remember my life at
their age, and I see how much they
know and how comfortable they are
with Krsna consciousness, 1 feel so
happy to see them benefit from spiri-
tual life. I realize that they are indeed
special souls.

I'was just a little older than my boys
when I lost my mother and felt so
much insecurity. Now in my wife and
children I have found a new security.



While I understand that ultimate secu-
rity lies in my relationship with Lord
Krsna, my present family provide me
with more stability than I have ever
experienced, because they all share

my devotion to Krsna. At the same |
time I don’t expect them to carry me; |

I must do my part, both spiritually and
materially.

Today Goloka and I run a restau-
rantin Dublinserving Krsna-prasadam
—tasty vegetarian dishes offered first
to Krsna. I love running the restaurant,
perhaps because I first encountered
Krsna consciousness through such a
restaurant. I feel blessed in my spiritual
life. Yet I still find myself attracted to
such completely non-spiritual things as
sport, especially cricket. One can em-
ploy some attractions in Lord Krsna’s

service, but so far I haven’t figured out
how to play cricket for Krsna. Yet be-
cause sport is still an attraction for me,
it helps me remember that I'm still a
novice devotee.

My deep-rooted conviction that I
have found a route to eternal happi-
ness can potentially be a disadvan-
tage. While one is still on the chase,
still seeking, there is a certain hunger.
Once you know you’ve found what
you're looking for, it’s easy to grow
complacent and falsely secure. Do 1
now need some pain of another kind
to ensure I keep seeking the Lord?
Great devotees of Krsna sometimes
pray that way.

A relationship with the Supreme
cannot be stagnant. Shall I one day
| declare, “I’'m saved,” and that’s that?

No, I will always need to progress. At
least now I’m operating from a plat-
form of knowledge. Yet knowing the
right pathisjust the beginning. To think
myself saved and hope someone else
will arrange for my salvation is yet
another illusion. I know what I must
do, and I mustdoit! I must learn tolove
Krsna. Security comes from actively
applying absolute knowledge, not bury-
ing one’s head in the sand of blind faith
and hoping for the best.

Perfect Krsna consciousness may
take afew years or even a few lifetimes.
But, I hope, nothing will cause me to
lose sight of the spiritual process I have
been so fortunate to find. As long as [
continue to call on the name of Krsna,
I am secure and confident of Krsna’s
helping hand. @

TANGIBLE PROOF?
(continued from page 32)
accepting the Vedic literature as true is
an unacceptable bias. And they think
that those without such a predeter-
mined world view are as close as pos-
sible to pure objectivity. But in fact, all
human beings are subjective and bi-
ased, filtering experience through their
desires and expectations. Although
scholars and scientists may understand
their own biases and strive for objectiv-
ity, they’ll never be fully successful.
Another drawback of empiricism
is that we can never know for sure
whether our conclusions are correct.
In a child’s game, one child hides an
object while another searches. The
searching child is told, “You’'re closer.

No, now you’re farther.” But who will
tell us whether we have reached the
target?

As for Vedic civilization, only the
written records, the Vedas, can give us
an accurate account of its history. The
Vedas themselves claim to be history
rather than mythology, and through
several lineages of teachers and dis-
ciples, we can know the character and
motives of the writers and compilers.

Inany case, concrete evidence (such
as the ruins at Harappa) of some kind
of materially advanced civilization in
India thousands of years ago is irre-
futable. One can interpret such evi-
dence to support the version of the
Vedic literature, but the current fol-
| lowersof the eternal religion (sanatana-

dharma) described in the Vedic litera-
ture don’tdepend on empirical proof—
except in the sense that they feel the
benefits of following the Vedic dharma.
Their personal experience with the
text is enough to convince them of its
validity. They also accept them as ac-
curate historical documents because
they respect the integrity of previous
adherents of Vedic culture, especially
the teachers and students who have
passed them down through many
generations. (P

Urmila Devi Dast and her family run a
school in North Carolina. She is the
major author and compiler of Vai-
kuntha Children, a guide to Krsna
conscious education for children.

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE

HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

PRONUNCIATION: Ha-ray, krish-na, ra-ma (rhymes with “drama™)
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Curly, Corvy Laddu-Gopala

THIS FAMOUS childlike form of Lord Krsna
always holds a laddu, a buttery sweetball.
Gopala means “protector of cows.”

Krsna is the son of a cowherd, and His sweet
childhood is adored and revered in India, where
devotional shops sell palm-sized statues of
Laddu-Gopala for home altars. Nowadays,
however, Indian artisans rarely cast Laddu-
Gopala in as fine a form as this curly, curvy
bronze, done in Orissa around 1775. It rests in
the Rietberg Museum in Zurich, Switzerland,
where I obtained this postcard.

This work of art was inspired by Laddu-
Gopala’s babyhood, but when Krsna is a few
years older, He eats with His friends and enacts
more pastimes with laddus. Krsna’s friend
Madhumangala, a humorous son of a priest
(brahmana), jokes with his friends by acting
greedy. Sometimes he eats with the cowherd
boys, and he eats more than anyone else,
especially laddus, his favorite candy.

Once, after eating more laddus than anyone
else, Madhumangala told Krsna, “If You give
me one more laddu, I will give You my blessings

so that Your girlfriend Radharani will be very
much pleased with You.”

The brahmanas are supposed to give
blessings to the farmers and merchants, so the
brahmana boy was right in giving blessings to
Krsna. Pleased by His friend’s blessings, Krsna
supplied him with more and more laddus.
Madhumangala’s joking with Krsna in pure
friendship is an example of fraternal devotion,
whereas Laddu-Gopala’s babyhood inspires
parental love.

Laddu-Gopala is not a mythic figure or
merely a cultural icon, but the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Knowing this in truth
awakens our spiritual consciousness. Scrip-
tures recommend we chant and hear Krsna’s
transcendental names and pastimes to awaken
our love for Him. Then, when our bodies are
finished, our spiritual enjoyment will con-
tinue. Our spiritual selves are like Lord Krsna’'s:
eternal forms of bliss and knowledge. And if we
reach Krsna’s way, one day we may receive a
laddu from His hand.

—Tattva-vit Dasa



FUNERAL (continued from page 34)
that you can sin all you want, then just
accept Jesus in the end.

SoifReginadidn’tmakeittoheaven,
that means, according to the modern
Christian doctrine taughtin this church,
that she has now descended into an
abysmal hell to suffer eternally. Not a
very comforting thought for Thomas,
whose tears continue to stream down
his cheeks.

How much I wish I could share with
Thomas the teachings of the Bhagavad-
gita. While his mother most likely
didn’t go to heaven, she is not eternally
damned. She will take a new body and
make progress toward her original
home in the spiritual world. How do I
know?

THE LORD’S MERCY

During one of our family sessions,
she accepted some prasddam, food of-
fered to the Lord in love and devotion.
As I watched Regina bite into the soft
oatmeal raisin cookie, I reflected on
how fortunate she was. Food accepted
by the Lord becomes spiritualized and
has the power to transform the heart of
the person eating it. The Vedic litera-
ture explains that a person who eats
prasadam will receive Krsna’s mercy
and have a greater chance of taking a
human birth in the next life. This is
significant, since there are millions of
types of lesser bodies available, many
of them more suitable for humans ha-
bituated to animalistic life. One who
fails to use the human form of life for
self realization risks gliding down into
lower species of life and temporarily

losing the chance to make spiritual
advancement. But simply by taking a
little prasadam, Regina may well again
have the opportunity to start as a hu-
man being in her next life. She can
continue the spiritual journey she had
unknowingly begun.

I wish I could console Thomas with
these Vedic truths. Butin my role as his
therapist, I have to be careful not to
transgress his belief system. I can only
use the tenets of what he believes to
help him get through this difficult time.
I can say that his mother is different
from the body she left behind, that she
isasoul and the soulis eternal. Beyond
that I risk doing what would be profes-
sionally deemed proselytizing.

In my earlier years, when I distrib-
uted Bhagavad-gitas to the public, I
would preach the Absolute Truth boldly
and challenge many lame ideas. These
days, while I still have opportunities
to share Krsna consciousness directly,
I often must use a more subtle ap-
proach. Atmyjob, I alwayshave prasa-
dam cookies. On my office wall my
clients see a large colorful picture of
smiling Lord Jagannatha. People ben-
efit from seeing Krsna’s form, taking
prasadam, and hearing Krsna’s holy
names, even if they don’t know the sig-
nificance of such activities. In Sanskrit
this is called ajiata-sukrti, unknowing
devotional service to the Lord. It is a
powerful way to engage people in the
Lord’s service who might otherwise
resist or be inimical.

Regina had seen Lord Jagannatha
and commented on liking the picture
as she accepted prasadam. As1look at
her lifeless body in the casket, I think

ofher good fortune for having unknow-
ingly done these small services in the
last months of her life. I remember the
story of Ajamila, a priest who became
obsessed with a prostitute and aban-
doned all spirituality. As he lay dying,
a spent old man, Ajamila called for
his small son whose name was Nara-
vana, a name for the Supreme Lord.
Although Ajamila was calling his son,
the Lord accepted that call as service.
He nullified Ajamila’s sins and purified
his heart. As a result Ajamila soon
returned to the spiritual kingdom.

Thinking in this way, I squeeze
Thomas’s hand. He looks at me for the
first time that evening. With full con-
viction I tell Thomas, “Your Mom is
going to be fine. The Lord is with her,
and He’ll always be with her.” His eyes
brighten as if he believes in the words,
and he acknowledges them with aslight
nod of his head.

At the end of the service Thomas
hugs me and says, “Thanks for being
the life of the funeral.”

His words seem out of character for
him, for they cleverly suggest a pro-
found truth: in reality there is no death
for the soul. Perhaps the Lord in his
heart was able to communicate these
thoughts to Thomas.

Thomas continues to come to ther-
apy and address his feelings of loss and
grief. And he continuesto eat prasadam
cookies and see the smiling face of
Lord Jagannatha on my wall. ]

Arcana-siddhi Devi Dast was initiated
by Srila Prabhupada in 1976. She lives
in Baltimore, Maryland, with her hus-
band and son.

INSANITY (continued from page 43)

It is like a father and his sons. Say
there are ten sons. Every one of them
has the right to share the property of
the father—but as the father gives. Not
that I take away the entire property
and let my brothers starve. That is not
allowed. That is criminal.

Every soul who has come here to
the material world intends to get the
greatest profit, without considering
profit for others. Others may go to hell.
“Others—Ilet them go to the slaughter-

house. [ must satisfy my tongue.” This |

is the material world.

“No,” we advise these fallen souls.
“Why are youslaughtering other living
entities?”

“l don’t care. I want to eat them.
That’s all.”

So we warn, “You will have to pay
for that. You cannot put others into
difficulty, because God is equally
merciful to everyone. Of course, you
don’t care about God. That is why you
whimsically do whatever you like. But
by putting others into difficulty, you
are putting yourselfinto difficulty.” This
is the situation.

Harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-

gunah: Without God consciousness, no
one has truly good qualities. Everyone
is damned, condemned. Manorathena-
sati dhavato bahih: By mere mental
speculation one will simply prolong his
material existence. That's all.

And this prolonging of our material
existence is troublesome. Material
existence means just this. For instance,
taking a dog body means plunging
deeply into the ocean of material
existence. It is a standard of suffering.
But the dog does not know. Under
illusion he is thinking, “I am very
happy.” Similarly, everyoneis thinking,
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“I am very happy,” but everyoneisin a
condemned condition.

Take the pig. He is eating stool,
living in a filthy place. But he is getting
fat, because he is thinking he is very
happy. This is called illusion. You are
thinking, “Oh, what a nasty condition.
This animal is eating stool and living in
a filthy place.” But he is thinking he is
very happy. Unless he thinks like that,
he cannot live in that condition. Again,
thisis calledillusion. He does not know
what is the actual, high standard of
happiness.

Disciple: The highest standard of hap-
piness, Srila Prabhupada, is simply to
be in your association.

Srila Prabhupada: Back to home, back
to Godhead. That’s all. This is the
highest standard of happiness. We are
trying to take everyone to that place.
Yad gatva na nivartante tad dhama
paramammama: Once having returned
to Krsna’s supreme abode, we never
return to this miserable material world.

[Now continuing the discussion in a
car en route to ISKCON’s Los Angeles
center:] The so-called scientists are
taking the effect, the material body, as
the cause. And they are taking the
cause, the living spirit, as the effect of
the material body. That is illusion.

Actually, the soul has nothing at all to
do with the material world, but accord-
ing to his mentality, he is creating cer-
tain material conditions. For instance,
I don’t require liquor, but if I want to
be intoxicated, then liquor will be
present.

Disciple: So I am accustomed to think
the material body is the cause of my
existence. Really, though, I am condi-
tioning myself to accept material
bodies, which I don’t at all need.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Yes. As soon
as I condition myself to leave Krsna’s
spiritual abode, I create an environ-
mentthatismaterial. So these so-called
scientists have no eyes to see the spirit.
They take the material condition as
the cause of the spirit. And when they
find that in spite of the presence of
these material chemicals, the living
person has passed away, they are be-
wildered. They say, “Yes, we are try-
ing to improve our understanding.”
But they will never find a way to put
the living person back into the dead
body.

The body was dependent on the life.
The life was not dependent on the body.
Forinstance,letussay thatsome master
is living with many servants. When he
passes away, the servants also go away.
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But you cannot say, “He was living
because the servants were there.” That
you cannot say.

Disciple: Because the soul is not
depending on any material situation.
Rather, the material situation depends
on the soul.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The master has
gone away. Therefore, since hisservants
can no longer serve him, they have
dispersed. But if you are a rascal
scientist, yousay, “Because the servants
were there, the master was existing,
Now that the servants have left him, he
has passed away.” By simple logic, you
cannot speak like that.

On the other hand, no matter how
lavish our material situation, we are
not independent. For instance, no
matter how opulent our car, we are not
independent. We are dependent on the
government’s traffic laws. Why the red
light? The red light reminds us that we
are not independent. We are under
control.

Disciple: Actually, we are controlled at
every step.

Srila Prabhupada: Every step.
Disciple: Also, Srila Prabhupada, aside
from the traffic laws bearing down on
us, in an instant any one of these other
cars could crash into us.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. As soon as you
transgress the controlling law of nature,
youwll be smashed. There is nature’s
control, and as soon as you go against
nature, you are finished.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, is it true
that your spiritual master, Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta, called all these so-called
scientific authorities boka?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. He spoke of all
these materialistically minded persons
as boka, or fools. So I simply repeat his
word. Boka. Another meaning of boka
is “insane.” These so-called scientific
authorities are all insane. Anyone who
has no clear knowledge about “Whatis
the aim oflife?” “Whatis God?” “What
is my relationship with God?”—what-
ever he is doing is defeat. That we see
in practical, everyday life. So many
scientists, so many philosophers, so
many politicians are attemping tobring
about a better condition in the world,
butthey are all failures. They are work-
ing in the dark. They do not know any-
thing. One insane fool is trying to
surpass another insane fool. &



Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they’d like to start. You're invited.
Just give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you’d like to be added to the list,
please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

USA
CALIFORNIA: To find out about programs in Anaheim Hills, Buena

Park, Corona, Cerritos, Di d Bar, Gr da Hills, Laguna

Niguel, Long Beach, Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi Valley, and other

southern California locations, call Svayambhuva Dasa at (310) 837-

2430. Burlingame — Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula Devi Dasi, (650)

344-2446; Ojai — Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi Devi Dasi (William &

Joan Roberts), (805) 640-0405; Penn Valley — Rick & Judy Gross,

(530) 432-0854; Placentia — Sri Radha Raman Temple, (714) 996-

7262; Redwood Valley — Prasanna Yoga Ashram (Iksvaku Dasa),

(707) 485-5592; San Jose/ Santa Cruz — Akraranatha Dasa &

Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408) 353-9099; Santa Rosa — Jagannatha Puri

Dasa & Tripurari Devi Disi, Bus. phone: (707) 526-7211; South

Central Los Angeles — Krspa Bhavana Dasa, (213) 295-1517
FLORIDA: Cocoa Beach — Bhagavata Dharma Dasa & Syama Devi

Dasi, (407) 633-7664; Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaish-

navism, (954) 345-3456; Orlando — Raghunatha Puri Dasa (Ron

Jermakian), (407) 291-3069; ISKCON Sunday Program, Shanti

Mandir, [call Dipa: (407) 788-7009]; Tampa — Krsna Mandir, (813)

273-8744; West Palm Beach — Srestha Devi Dasi, (561) 712-8470
GEORGIA: Athens — Guru-Gauranga Hare Krishna Center,

(706) 353-8180
HAWAIIL: Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven’s Gate, (808) 259-5429
ILLINOIS: Dekalb — ISKCON Youth Ministry, Manu Dasa & Jaya

Radhe Devi Dasi, (815) 754-4563
INDIANA: Indianapolis — Steve W. Bausch (Syamasundara Dasa),

(317) 357-9051
IOWA: Iowa City — Dan & Sylvia Lindberg, (319) 339-7768
KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankotta Dasa & Gopimata Devi Dasi,

(913) 865-5080
KENTUCKY: Lexington — Mr. Mallella Prasad, (606) 323-2286;

Louisville — Krishna House, (502) 683-9352
MARYLAND: Baltimore — Dr. Jagdish & Kamud Patel (Jaya Gaura-

sundara & Kaumodaki Devi Dasi), (410) 788-5947; Potomac —

Devaprastha Dasa & Padmamalini Dasi, (301) 299-1326; Silver

Spring — Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi Dasi, (301) 236-0564;

Anuttama Dasa & Rama Tulasi Dasi, (301) 570-6422
MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa),

(781) 471-7911
MICHIGAN: Lansing — Pilaka Dasa & family, (517) 484-7431
MINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy and Terry Devine,

(612) 933-5408; New Hope — Shashikant Bhojraj, (612) 537-6395
MISSISSIPPL: Cleveland — K. P. & Bhama Sridharan, (601) 846-4132
MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699
NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. I. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939
NEW JERSEY: Denville — Dr. Shyamasundar Mahajan (Samika Rsi

Dasa), (973) 989-9233; Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046;

New Brunswick — Mahamuni Dasa (732) 993-0582; Parsippany —

Rahul Kunderan, (201) 428-8119; New Jersey Shore— Greg &

Kristen, (908) 458-6670
NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque — Suresh Vyas, (505) 833-5453; Los

Alamos — Dr. Arvind Sharma, (505) 661-1939; Santa Fe —

Jambavati Devi Dasi, (503) 466-43435
NEVADA: Las Vegas — Gopal De, (702) 458-6973; Dan Roberts,

(702) 452-3817
NEW YORK: Binghamton — Mayapur Sasi Dasi, (607) 777-7049;

Buffalo — Ann Reed, (716) 884-9110; Corona (Queens) — Sivara-

dhya Dasa (Jayant V. Surti & family), (718) 639-6580; Rego Park —

Nikunja-Behari Dasa (Nikhil N. Trivedi & family), (718) 897-2267
NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata

Dasa & Krsna Kumari Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753; Sandy Ridge —

Adi Karta Disa & Rucird Devi Dasi, (336) 593-9058
OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House, (614) 421-1661; Cincinnati —

Braja Kumari Dasi, (513) 742-5725; contact: Krishna House, (614)
421-1661; Cleveland — Krsnanandini Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934 or
Kama-giri Devi Dasi, (216) 761-3954; Kent — Regular programs
at Kent State University (contact Krishna House, [614] 421-1661);
Jim Kelley, (330) 297-5353; Wellston — Madhavi Devi Dasi,
(740) 384-3662

PENNSYLVANIA: Erie — Lila Kumara Devi Dasi, (814) 676-1791;
Norristown — Radha Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa),
(215) 539-3221

TENNESSEE: Nashville — Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh),
(615) 896-3425

VIRGINIA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacara
Dasa & Mayapriya Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223

WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6525

WEST VIRGINIA: Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur,
(304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Tasmania — David Gould, (03) 6228-2717 (Hobart);
Malcolm Walsh, (03) 6343-2477 (Launceston)

BELGIUM: Ghent — Madhava Dasa (03) 828-6049 or Bhakta Vincent
(09) 281-1348

BRAZIL: Curitiba — Gaura-Nataraja Dasa, +55 (041) 263-4163

BRITISH ISLES (Jersey): St. Helier — Jean Nicolle, (01534) 610081

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Orikira Disa and Jadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharma), (403) 434-7343; London, Ontario — Riadhika
Parbhoo, (519) 474-2153; Markham, Ontario — Prabhupada Dasa
(V. B. Sharma), (416) 294-9431; Salmon Arm, B.C. — Mukunda
Madhava Dasa & Yasoda Priya Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-Canada Hwy,
NW, Salmon Arm, B.C. V1E 4M2 (no phone); Toronto —
Riaminanda Raya Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held
in more than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow,

FRANCE: Paris — Centre Culturel Hare Krishna, (01) 40469523

GERMANY: Hamburg — Jayagaura Dasa, +49 (40) 410-2848 or +49
(4105) 12347; Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 655 23 72; Weimar —
Katharina Rauch, Am Jakobs{riedhof 1, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

HUNGARY: Liter — Torok Zoltan, Bajesy Zs. u. 56, Liter 8196

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan,
Mahavakya Dasa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102;

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa,
(809) 925 8332; Trelawny — ISKCON Farm, Troy P. O.

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayananda Dasa and Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-3749;
Osaka — Satsvar@ipa Dasa and Jalangi Devi Dasti, (06) 352-0729

MALAYSIA: Pasir Gudang — Narasimha Dasa, +60 (07) 251-3822

MEXICO: Tijuana — Centro Cultural Hare Krishna, (66) 83-7599

NEW ZEALAND: Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Dasa, (07) 856-7608
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga, (07) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyitita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok
— Pracardananda Dasa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice —Yugala-Marti
Dasa, +48 (032) 255-8557; Kielee — Laksmana Dasa, +48 (041) 331-
7785; Lublin —Posana Dasa, +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow —Vrnda-
vana Candra Dasa, +48 (017) 346 53; Szczecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa,
+48 (091) 34-5204; Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 50 locations. For infor-
mation contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61.

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, (021) 88007

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one nearest you, or for help in starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.O. Box 324,
Borechamwood, Herts., WD6 INB. Phone: (0181) 905-1244

“New or revised listing.
£=]
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This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India. The
dates, derived from a lunar calen-
dar, may vary by one day for
other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.
Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the calen-
dar includes not only dates rele-
vant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating to
Lord Caitanya’s associates and
- prominent spiritual masters in
His disciplic succession.

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 27-September 25)

SEPTEMBER

3—Sri Krsna Janmastami, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Krsna.
Fasting till midnight, followed by
a break-fast of Ekadasi prasadam
(no grains or beans). Feasting
tomorrow. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for a schedule of
events.

4—Appearance anniversary of
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acdrya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Fasting till noon,
followed by feasting.

6—Annada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

15— Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of
Srila Advaita Acarya.

18—Sri Radhastami, appearance
anniversary of Srimati Radharani,
Lord Krsna’s eternal consort.
Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

21—Parsva Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Fasting till noon

CALENDAR

for the appearance of Lord
Vamanadeva (tomorrow).

22 Sri Vamana-dvadasi, appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Vamana-
deva, Lord Krsna’s incarnation as a
dwarf brahmana. Appearance anni-
versary of Srila Jiva Gosvami, one
of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

23—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, father
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura (Srila Prabhupada’s
spiritual master), and a pioneer in
spreading Krsna consciousness in
English.

24—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, foremost
teacher of chanting Hare Krsna.
Fasting till noon, followed by
feasting.

25—Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s accepting sannyasa, the
renounced order of life. Third
month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from milk).

Month of Padmanabha
(September 26-October 24)

OCTOBER

1—Anniversary of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s arrival in the United States.

5—Indira Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

20—Ramacandra Vijayotsava, the
anniversary of Lord Ramacandra’s
victory over the demon Ravana.
Appearance anniversary of Srila
Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava philoso-
pher and spiritual master who
appeared in the thirteenth century.

21—Pasankusa Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.
22—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami,
Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Go-

58 BACKTO GODHEAD = SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1999

svami, and Srila Krsnadasa Kavi-
raja Gosvami, great associates and
followers of Lord Caitanya.

24— Sri Krsna éaradiyé Rasa-
yatra. Disappearance anniversary
of Sri Murari Gupta, an associate
of Lord Caitanya. Beginning of
Damodara-vrata. Offering lamps
for one month. Also, the fourth
month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from iirad dal).

Month of Damodara
(October 25-November 23)

29—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura, a
great devotee of Krsna known for
his Bengali devotional songs.

NOVEMBER

4—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

8—Diwali, the festival of illumi-
nating Krsna’s temples with lamps.
Call your local Hare Krsna temple
for details.

9—Govardhana Pija, the festival
commemorating the worship of
Govardhana Hill by the residents
of Vrndavana and Krsna’s lifting
the hill. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for details.

12—Disappearance anniversary of
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acdarya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness. Devotees observe this
day with personal remembrances
of Srila Prabhupada, readings
from his biography. and fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acirya, a great
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.



The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 674-9827 or -9945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@bbt.se

Allahabad, U. P. — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294

Bamanbore, Gujarat — N.H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R* Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: ananda tirtha.jps@bbt.se

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326299/
Fay: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: iskcon.baroda@bbt se

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 530 006

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 453517, 453475, or 454283/
E-mail: bhaktarupa.acbsp@bbt se

Bombay — (see Mumbai)

Calcutta, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/
Fax: (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: calcutta@bbt.se

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Dham, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232/
E-mail: narottamanand.gkg@bbt.se

Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044} 434-3266/
Fax: (044) 434-5829/ E-mail: bhanu.swami@bbt.se

Coimbatare, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641 011/ Tel. (0422)
435978 or 442749/ Fax; (0422) 435978 or 446355/ E-mail; sarvaisvarya.jps@bit.se

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., Dwarka 361335/
Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319

Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Guwahati, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel, (0361) 545963/
E-mail: guwahati@bbt.se

Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399

Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, Haridwar 243401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849

Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
Tel. (040) 474-4969 or -2018

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587

Indore, Madhya Pradesh — 101 Chetak Arch, 7 MG Road, Indore/ Tel. (0731) 529665

Jaipur, Rajasthan — AB-35/96 Chanakya Marg, Nirman Nagar, 302019/ Tel. (0141) 399650 or
392437/ Fax: (0141) 360273/ E-mail; iskcon@jp1.vsnl.net.in

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991} 33047

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529

Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018

Madras — (see Chennai)

Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil St. (Near Simmakkal), Madurai 625 001/
Tel. (0452) 627565

Mangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Center (ISKCON), Hillgrove (R), Lady Hill, Chilimbi,

Mangalore 6/ Tel. (0824) 450021 or 542626

Mayapur, W, Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@hbt se

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/ .
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: parijata@pronto.bbt se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 369-7728/
Fax: (022) 367-7941/ E-mail: radha krsna.rs@bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875

Nagpur, Maharashtra — 5ri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir, Plot No 1, Abhayankar Nagar Petrol
Pump, Abhayankar Nagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 224180 or 224787

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Attn; ISKCON)/
E-mail: ram.nam.gkg@bbt.se

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. {(011) 541-0782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 523473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 23740

Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 780-5232/ Fax: (040) 814021/

*

*

E-mail: sahadeva.brs@bbt se
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Gachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/
E-mail: iskcon@dte.vsnl.net.in
Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 16A Thiruvadi St., Trichy, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471} 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya jps@bbt se
Tirupati, A. P. — K.T. Rd., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Varanasi, U. P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., Varanasi 221 001/ Tel. (0542) 362617
Vishakapatnam, A. P. — ISKCON, Plot 23, d. No. 50-119-3/1, Northern Extension Seethammadhara,
Vishakapatnam 530 013/ Tel. (08%1) 710748/ E-mail: nitaisevini@hotmail.com

# Vrindavana, U. P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,

Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442596/
E-mail: 105146.1570@compuserve.com, (Gurukula:) vourukula@bbt.se
Warangal — Mulugu Rd., Ayappa Pidipally, Warangal 506007/ Tel. {08712) 26182
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact |SKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, A. P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Kamataka — Bhakiivedanta Eco-Village, Nagadi P.0., Vallur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, Karnataka 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, LK. District, Karnataka 576 220)
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri/ Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24594
Vrindavana, U.P. — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel 5t., Calcutta 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmanton, Alberia — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5RS/ Tel. (403) 439-9999/
E-mail: jsharma@mail.awinc.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie X Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmentreal@sprint.ca

4 Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., KN 6Y4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2575/

E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., 54T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave. Rd., M3R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@bbt.se

& Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/

Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca
RURAL COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/

Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: devadeva@wkpowerlink.com

U.S.A.

# Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234/

Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
Austin, Texas — 807-A E. 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: sankarsana@aol.com
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomshury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069 or 719-6738/
Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-boise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachuselts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@aol.com
Chicago, Ninois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm@aol.com

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the *0" that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses).
Exceptions: For Spain, the number to drop is the initial “9," for the CIS, “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a + To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1)
and India (91). % Newlisting 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing



*

CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Columbus, Ohio — 379 W, Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/
Fax: (614) 294-0545/ E-mail: malati.achsp@bbt.se
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214) 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@acl.com
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org :
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax; (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th 5t., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org
Gurabo, Puerto Rico — P. 0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel. (787) 737-3317/ E-mail: nrshingha@aal.com
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax: (860) 288-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/
E-mail: iskcon@aloha.net
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@hal-pe.org
Kansas City, Missouri — Rupanuga Vedic College (Men's Seminary), 6309 McGee St., 64113/
Tel: (816) 361-6167 or (800) 340-5286; Fax: (816) 361-0509; E-mail: rve@rve.edu
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion 5t., 82651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029/ Fax; (714) 497-9707/
E-mail: jagai@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4908/
E-mail: nimainitai@aol.com
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mail: svavasa.achsp@hbt.se
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@bbt.se
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: kmkdas@aol.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel, (718) 855-6714/
Fax; (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com
Mew York, New York — 26 Second Ave., 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215} 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vindavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South St., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 South Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4900/
Fax: (602) 705-4901/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Portland, Oregon — 36312 SE Douglass Rd., Eagle Creek, 97022/ Tel. (503) 637-3891;
Fax: (503) 637-3120
SI. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/
Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: sti@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500/
Fax: (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com
San Jose — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel, (408) 559-3197
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. 5.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3283/
Fax; (206) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHQON Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (B01) 798-3559/ Fax: (80d1) 798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Towaco — 100 Jacksonville Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 109), 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970/
E-mail; samik-rsi.achsp@hbt.se
Tueson, Arizana — 711 E, Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0806/
E-mail; 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 1009 Noyes Dr., Silver Spring, Maryland 20910/ Tel. (301) 562-9662/
Fax: (301) 765-8157/ E-mail: btswami@ibm.net
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@hbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. & fax: (904) 462-2017/
E-mail: alachua@bbt.se
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-9460 or
799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492/
Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan) — R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/
Tel. (304) 843-4801/ Fax: (304( 854-0023/ E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax; (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com
Part Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Gainesville, Florida — Balaji Indian Cuising, 2106 SW 34th St., 32608/ Tel. (352) 378-2955
San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00801/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — Broaoklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE,
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Northern Ireland/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530

Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Rd., Nailsea, BS19 1BN/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788

Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 {01222) 831579

Cork, Ireland — Highland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road, Cork City/ Tel. (021} 552976/
E-mail: cork@bbt se

Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Gentre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West
Midlands (mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas kds@hbt.se

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/
E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@bbt.se

Liverpool, England — 114A Bold St., England, Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708-9400 or
643-8817/ E-mail: iskcon.liverpool.uk@bbt.se

London, England (city) — 9/10 Soho St., W1V 5DA, England/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662;
(residential/pujaris/shop:) 439-3606/ Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office:) 437-5875/ E-mail: london@bbt.se

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 8EZ, England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax; +44 (01923) 852896/
E-mail: bhaktivedanta. manor@bbt.se (For accommodations, e-mail
accommodation.requests@bbt.se)

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3138

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel, +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail: krishna.dharma@bbt.se

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/
Tel. +44 (0191) 222-0150

Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 9LY, England/
Tel. +44 (01548) 830085

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA, England/
Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Ohama, ISKGON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN
Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manar)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts WD6 TNB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda’s Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 475-0309/
E-mail; pragosa@connect.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fax; (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@flinders.edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), ALD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brishane@bbt.se
Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/
Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/ Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskcon.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parade {mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/ Tel. +61 (08) 9370~
1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: perth@bbt.se
Sydney — 180 Falcon 5t., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray,
NSW 2062)/ Tel. 461 (D2) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1853/
E-mail; sraduucp@sraddha,dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax: +61 (052) 887309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt. View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock], NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel, & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govindas, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@bbt.se
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIG 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston 5t., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perth@bbt.se
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Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King 5t., Newtown, NSW 2042/
Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

FlJI
Labasa — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@bbt.se
Lautoka — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/
E-mail: fiji@bbt.se
Rakiraki — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 634243/ E-mail: fiji@bbt.se
Suva — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7% miles, Samabula(mail: P.0. Box 3957)/
Tel: +679 381161/ E-mail: fiji@bbt.se
RESTAURANTS
Labasa — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Rd./ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990
Suva— Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@bbt se
NEW ZEALAND
Christchurch — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Wellington — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414
RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Galf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland — Gopal's, Givic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christehurch — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St./ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Porl Moresby — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571, POM NCD)/
Tel. 4675 259213

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/

Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax; +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@bbt.se
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelona/ Tel. +34 (09) 302-5194
Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola} 24040 Chignolo

d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705/

E-mail: villagio.hare krsna@bbt.se
Berlin—e.V., Cuvrystrafle 1, 10997 Berlin/ Tel. & fax: +49 (030) 536-98789/

E-mail: hariballabha. hks@bbt se
Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 11/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/

E-mail:100263.3167@compuserve.com
Copenhagen (Hillerad) — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/

Fax: +45 4828-7331/ E-mail: dk.community@bbt.se
Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gutenstein/

Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634-7731/ E-mail: austria@bbi.se
Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (IIl krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-9879/

Fax: +358 (0) 694-9837
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
Oslo — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172
Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grandy Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263/

Fax: +33 {01) 4305-7864/ E-mail; parisisvara@wanadoo.fr
Prague — Jilova 290, Praha 5-Zlicin 155 21/ Tel. +42 (02) 5795-0391 or

0401/ Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@bbt.se
Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Campo de’ Fiori 27, 00186/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660
Septan-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940 Septon-Durbuy/

Tel. +32 (086) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@bbt se
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-8002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-881
Vienna — Bhaktivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170 Vienna/

Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@bbt.se
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,

Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/

Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@bbt.se
Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/

E-mail: syamananda.sns@bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-8235/

Fax; +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.nks@bbt.se
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/

Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ Fax: +33 (02} 5440-2823/ E-mail: ARGM@wanadoo.fr

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/

Fax; +49 (08583) 1671

ltaly (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Comunale Scopeti 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FI)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (949) 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@bbt.se
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ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona/
Tel. +34 (33) 318-7729

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Norre Farimagsgade 82, DK-1364 Kbh K/ Tel. +45 3333 7444

Heidelberg — Vegethali Restaurant, Mittelbad gasse 3, D-69117, Heidelberg/
Tel. +49 (06221) 168678

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862417

0slo — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Dslo/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944/
E-mail: kiev@bit.se

Moscow — 8/3, Khoroshevskoye sh., 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 63), Moscow/
Tel. +7 (095) 255-6711/ Fax: +7 (095) 945-3317

ASIA (partial list)
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/
Tel. +880 (02) 236249
Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/
Fax; +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong.kong@pronto.bbt.se
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/
Tel. +977 (01) 371743/ Fax: +977 (01) 416996 (Attn: ISKCON)

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 8901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar.jps@bbt.se

Manila, Philippines — 32 Champagnat Rd., Marikina Heights, Conception, Marikina City

Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/

Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011

Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamitakada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo (Subarhu Building)/

Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9417 or -3811/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador — & de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: guruman|@ecua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel, +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe
Mexico City, Mexico — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Colonia San Miguel, Chapultepec D.F.,
11850 Mexico Gity/ Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953/ E-mail: mexico@bbt.se
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — (contact ISKCON Teresopolis: GP 92430, Varzea, CEP 25951 970/
Tel. +55(021) 262-8208/ E-mail: rasananda.swami@bbt.se)
San Salvador, EI Salvador — (mail; Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 780799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel.net
Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra, Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686,
Accra North, Ghana
Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@bbt.se
Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56003), Chatsworth,
4030/ Tel. +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@bbt.se
Johannesburg, South Africa — 40 Impala Crescent, Ext. 5 (mail: P.0. Box 9286), Lenasia,
1820 South Africa)/ Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975/ Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/
E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com
Lagos, Nigeria — 12, Gani Williams Close, off Osolo Way, Ajaco Estate 7/8 Bus stop. International
Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 8793, Marina), Lagos/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169/
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax. +254 (02) 740957
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bornes)/ Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 686-8576/ E-mail: iskcon.hkl@bow.intnet.mu
Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Port Elizabeth, 6000
Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Umuebule 11, 2nd tarred road (mail: P.0. Box 4429), Trans Amadi
Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12} 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za
RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955
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A Brief Case for Detachment

THE SAGE CANAKYA wrote, “There is no
misery like attachment. There is no happiness
like detachment.”

I lost my briefcase recently, and although
it was a relatively insignificant loss, I felt dis-
appointed and thought about how painful it
can be to lose things we value greatly. Attach-
ment often leads to disappointment. Either
the object of our attachment doesn’t continue
to satisfy us, or it doesn’t last forever. The
things we work so hard to acquire quickly lose
their thrill. Our loved ones may let us down,
even hurt us deeply—as only those close to us
can. Or circumstances separate us from those
we love.

The finalseparatoris death. Our own death
drags us from everything we’re attached to.
And the death of a loved one is surely one of
life’s most painful experiences.

In the material world this kind of suffering,
like many others, is inevitable. But we can do
something to ease the pain. Lord Krsna tells
Arjuna that we must tolerate distress because
it’s part of life. But Krsna doesn’t leave Arjuna
withoutsupport. He tells him that a true under-
standing of the self and its situation in this
world will give him the strength to carry on
even when things go against him. Lord Krsna
teaches Arjuna that he is not the body but the
soul within. The soul has no lasting connection
with either the body or anything related to it.
Knowing just that can inspire detachment.

Beyond that, Lord Krsna teaches Arjuna
the art of transferring attachment from the
temporary to the eternal—specifically to Lord
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Krsna, the Supreme Lord Himself. All the
attachments we develop in this world are mis-
placed attachment for Krsna. Or, seen another
way, everything we’re attached to s, in a sense,
Krsna. Because He creates and pervades every-
thing, all our attachments are to some aspect of
His energy.

Yet while Krsna and His energy are iden-
tical, they’re different too. So although attach-
ment to Krsna leads to liberation from all
suffering, attachment to His material energy
binds us to the material world, where we must
suffer repeated birth, disease, old age, and
death.

Every transcendentalist knows that attach-
ment to the temporary is the root of all suffer-
ing. Various philosophers prescribe different
ways to stop all attachment, but because it’s
part of our original love for Krsna, it can never
be stopped. The solution to the problem of
attachment and the misery it brings is to love
Krsna. That will fulfill all the desires we're
trying to satisfy in other ways.

Loving Krsnaincludesloving things related
to Him, especially His devotees. One thing I
miss from my briefcase is my collection of
hundreds of index cards with scriptural verses
onthem. One of those versessays, “Attachment
for the material is the greatest entanglement
of the spirit soul. But that same attachment,
when applied to the self-realized devotees,
opens the door of liberation.” With or without
my briefcase, I can benefit from remembering
that.

— Nagaraja Dasa



Prabhupada’s Books & (Ds

We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books, CDs,

lecture tapes, and videos. Call for more information.

Classic Series Set—5 Volumes: Teachings of Lord
Caitanya, The Nectar of Devotion, Bhagavad-gita
As It Is,Srimad-Bhagavatam (First Canto), and
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. $89.95

INEW! Srila Prabhupada Slokas—Published by

the Bhaktivedanta Archives, this compendium of e
selected verses is arranged by source. It includes ——
an index of the first and third lines of the verses, e e |
as well as an index of verses by subject. Softbound e
(vinyl cover), 512" x 812", 503 pages, $24.95 et
e
NEW Lecture/Music (Ds and VedaBASE Upgrade! e
—
CDM-40—1. Past the Body-Mind Mirage . . ., BG Introduction $5.95 each. Complete set is #1-45. 5 il
(11/23/68-LA) 68:16 Please call for details of previously g )
CDM-41—1. “Make It a Honey Society,” SB 1.5.9-11 (6/6/69-NV) released CDs. SPECIAL OFFER: —
55:49;: 2. “Krishna Comes for Satisfying the Devotees,” SB 1.3.22 FREE CD storage case with the ___.
(O[27/12-LA) 1642 | purchase of 24 CDs! et
CDM-42—1. “Who Knew You Boys Would Come to Me?”, Bhakti- ]
siddhanta Disappearance (12/9/68-LA) 29:47; 2. “First Be Gentle, 2
then Talk of God Consciousness,” SB 1.3.13 (9/18/72-LA) 27:46; —
3. Education and Culture, arrival address (7/8/74-LA) 8:38 =
CDM-43—1. “Modern Leaders Will Force You to Work Like Dogs, e
Hogs, and Asses,” SB 5.5.1-8 (9/8/73-STO) 28:41; 2. “Eating Like = —
Tigers . . . But Declaring Themselves Civilized,” SB 5.5.3 (9/9/73- —=
STO) 39:31
CDM-44—1. “Nothing Nice in a World Conducted by Sudras,” : p s
BG 2.31 (9/1/73-LON) 23:51; 2. “You Cannot Be Happy,” arrival S8 i

address (9/5/73-STO) 12:51; 3. “Everyone Has a Blazing Fire in i : - T"‘::"L',":“ii:f:"g‘
His Heart,” lecture (9/9/73-STO) 35:39 i

CDM-45—1. “If the Leader Is a Rascal . . .,” BG 2.32 (9/2[713-LON)
33:42; 2. “Radharani, Please Tell Your Krishna About Me,”
Radhastami, BG 18.5 (9/5/73-LON) 32:42

VedaBASE Upgrade—All of Prabhupada’s recorded words are now
on one CD! You can have this major new upgrade (Version 4.11) of the
VedaBASE for monthly payments of only $25. And there’s no interest
charge! Complete works, $595; books only, $295.

The Vintage Series—This 9-CD set consists of remastered classic unedited
bhajanas—never before released on CD. Includes storage folder. $79.95
(Individual CDs: $9.95 cach)
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Over 240 rempes from around the world

'VEGEIAN DISHES|

COOKING
WITH
KURMA

3 [DISHES

¢

N

“many suggested menus for lunch-

EU" E

Books by Yamuna Devi
The At of Tndian
Vegetarian Cooking |

YAMUNA DEVI

Great Vegetarian Dishes

This popular book presents more
than 240 delicious vegetarian
dishes from around the world.
Beautifully illustrated with over
100 color photographs, plus

eons, banquets, buffers, parties,
and more. Includes an extensive’
glossary of special ingredients
and cooking terms, plus handy
conversion information for Aus-
tralian, British, and American
cooks, Hardbound, 192 pages,
%2495 SPECIAL! $17.95

Cooking with Kurma
Following the standard set by his
first book, Kurma continues to
introduce millions of people to
his special brand of elegant, eclec-
tic vegetarian cuisine. Hundreds
of new recipes and stunning color
photographs. Hardbound, 256
pages, $24.95

g r(“ (allfor details: 1-800-800-3261
Jor L] OutsidelUSand Ganada
VD) 13682600

Call to order: 1-800-800~3284



Lord Krishna’s Cuisine:
The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking

The definitive guide to classi-
cal Vedic cooking, and a must-
have for devotee kitchens.
This encyclopedic work was
judged “Best Cookbook of the
Year” by IACP/Seagram (the

- fisst vegetarian cookbook to
‘earn such recognition). Over
600 recipes, with 330 illus-
trations. Hardbound, 800 pages,

$29.95

The Best of Lord

Krishna’s Cuisine

Focusing on ease of prepara-

~ tion, the author has selected
172 recipes from Lord Krishna's
Cuisine that are her personal
favorites. Softhound, 256
pages. $13.95

Yamuna’s Table
Winner of the International

" Cookbook of the Year Award
from the James Beard Founda-
tion. 200 recipes, with an.
emphasis on easy and elegant
dishes that are high in taste

and low in fat. Hardbound, 288

pages, $22.95.

Back to Godhead
Magazine

Give a subscription . . .
for your family, your

friends, or yourself! One year (6 issues) is only $17.95.
Canada: $20.95 (Canadian dollars). Other countries:
$26.95 (US funds only, and payable on a US bank).

Othéf Cookbooks

. The Higher Taste

A Guide. to Gowrmet Vegetarian
Cooking and a Karma-Free Diet
Easy-to-prepare vegetarian dishes
from many culturés. More than
60 recipes, plus essays on the health
‘and economic advantages, as well
as'the important ethical and spiri-

tual considerations, of vegetarianism.

Softbound, 162 pages, $2.95

The Hare Krishna Book

Of Vegetarian Cooking

By Adiraja Dasa. More than 120
authentic Indian recipes. Includes
explanations about vegetarianism,

spices, suggested menus, and culi-

- nary aspects of bhakti-yoga. Illus-
trated with more than 40 color
photographs. Hardbound, 318 pages,

$19:95 SPECIAL! $14.95

STICKINCENSE

SPIRITUAL

SUENTS

Spiritual Scents: Naga
Raj, Golden Champa,
Gopinath, Padma, Abhay
Flora. 20-gram packets
(about 20 sticks), $1.95
per pack; 5 packs or more,
$1.75 ea.; 10 packs or
more, $1.50 ea.

Gour Dham: Our most
economical high-quality
incense from India. Rose,
Mogra, Agar Amber,
Khus, Prema, Vrindavan
Flower, Intimate, Musk,
Jasmine, Kewra, Kesar
Chandan, Firdous, Heena,
Nagchampa, Patchouly,
Sandal, and Bouquet. One
pack (20 sticks), $1.25;
5-19 packs, $.95 ea.; 20
packs or more, $.75 ea.

Sri Sai Flora Fluxo:

One fragrance. 10 extra-
thick long-burning sticks
per 25-gram packet. $2.95
ea.; 50-gram packet, $4.95

Krishna: Musk, Special
Rose, Saffron, Jasmine,
Prema, Raj Laxmi, Prabhu
Darshan, Vrindavan Flower,
Sandalwood, Everest. Sold in
10-pack variety (1 of each
fragrance), 15 sticks per
packet, $9.95; 3 or more
10-packs, $7.95 ea.




New Books by Devotees

~ Every Day, Just Write
By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami.Written in a
diary format. The author states, “I welcome
readers who would like to join me on an open-
ended journey. The direction is Krsna, whom
the Vedas describe as the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. I cannot guarantee when I'll ‘arrive’
- (back home, back to Godhead), but by the grace

of my spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, I know
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Gita Mahatmya of the Padma Purana

By Krsna-Dvaipayana Vyasa. Translated by

Sandhya Devi Dasi. Lord Siva explains the glories

of each chapter of the Bhagavad-gita to his wife,

Parvati. Also '_mclhdes an index of verses and

their speakers, the Guta Mahatyam by Sri Sankar-
‘acarya, and 85 Sanskrit verses (with translations) :

called, “The Glory of Srimad Bhagavad-gita.”

' Softhound, 75 pages. $2.50

BTG Service Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar

P. O. Box 2_55, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA = (800) 800-3284
Qutside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641

E-mail: archives@earthlink.net ¢ Web: www.krsna.com |

- Please send me: | : i Oty. Amount

. Subtotal
S/H (min. $3.50)*

Amt. enclosed

Payment method:-

[[] Check [ money order
[] Credit card

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. (US funds only.) For subscrip-
tions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead. We accept the following credit
cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name Tel.

Address Apt,
City State Zip
Card no- Exp.
Signature

# Mainland USA please add minimum of $3.50 or 10% of order value.
Orders outside USA add 30% of order value.

. Iwon't give up.” Hardbound, with many color
illustrations by the author. 534 pages, $29.95

' tire Mahabharata in

The Waves at
Jagannatha Puri and
Other Poems

By Satsvarupa Dasa
Goswami. Poems written
during the author’s visit
to Jagannatha Puri. Also
other poerms from visits
to New York, Phila-
delphia, Boston, and
Gita Nagari. Softbound,
130 pages, $11.95

Shrila Vyasadeva’s
Mahabharata
Summarized by Parna-
prajna Dasa. The en-

eighteen Parvas. Ori-
ginally compiled for
the Vrndavana guri-
kula. Also contains a

‘genealogical table of the major characters,'

an extensive glossary of personalities and
Sanskrit terms, and a dozen b&w illustra-
tions. Softhound, 736 pages, $17.95

Prarthana

Songs of Srila Narot-
tama Dasa Thakura
compiled by Isvara
Dasa, The 57 Bengali
songs are presented
with Roman trans-
literations, word-for-
word meanings and -
English translations. Indudet, a gloasary and
guide to the Bengali alphabet, with pronun-
ciation. Spiralbound, 154 pages, $6.95




Vedic Thoughts

When one’s mind is attached to Krsna,

one can fulfill the mission of life
in one human birth. If one misses this
opportunity, one does not know
where he is going, how long he will
remain in the cycle of birth and death,
and when he will achieve the
human form of life and the chance
to return home, back to Godhead.
The most intelligent person, therefore,
uses every moment of his life
to render loving service to the Lord.
His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.9.42, Purport

*

Men who do not know
the principles of devotional service
to the Supreme Lord should be
known as cows and asses,
even if they are expert in technically
analyzing Vedic mantras
and are adored by world leaders.

Brhaspati-samhita

L 4

The soul’s nature is spiritual.
In the soul’s heart is pure love,
love for Krsna alone.

Now the soul is covered with lust.

Now that original love for Krsna sleeps.

Chase the lust far away.
Awaken the spiritual love.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
Kalyana-kalpataru 1.19.2

We have now plunged into the
great nectar-ocean of the
transcendental youthful pastimes
of Maharaja Nanda’s son, Krsna.
Of what use to us is the
saltwater of impersonal liberation.

éri' Yadavendra Purl
Sri Padyavali 42

L 4

Strive, strive only for the association
of pure devotees of Lord Krsna.

Sri Narada Muni
Narada-bhakti-sutra 42

*

| regard as great even the
smallest gift offered by My devotees
in pure love, but even great
offerings presented by nondevotees
do not please Me.

! Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.81.3

*

The Supreme Lord manifested

the material intelligence, senses, mind,
and vital air of the living entities

so that they could indulge their desires

for sense gratification, take repeated births
to engage in fruitive activities,
become elevated in future lives, and
ultimately attain liberation.

: Sri Sukadeva Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.87.2

Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, PO. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir,
Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.
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