Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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WELCOME

Articles under the heading
“How I Came to Krsna
Consciousness”™ have long
been popular with readers
of Back to Godhead. Not
surprising, since we're all

persons eternally. People
like to hear about people.

Back to Godhead focuses on the philoso-
phy of Krsna consciousness, but it also tells
about the people who put the philosophy into
practice. In this issue, three articles give a
glimpse into the lives of Krsna devotees past
and present. Our cover story tells about the
lives of six members of the Hare Krsna
community in Dallas, Texas. Their pasts are as
varied as the services they perform for Lord
Krsna today. You'll also read about Rasik-
ananda Prabhu, from the sixteenth century.
And in “A Storybook Ending,” a devotee
describes his coming to Krsna consciousness
and then tells of the passing of his mother—
an event that forged a spiritual bond between
mother and son and brought them both
closer to God.

May these stories help form or strength-
en a sense of kinship between you and these
souls, who have accepted Krsna as the
Supreme Lord and have dedicated their lives
to His service.

If you're new to Back to Godhead, |
suggest the Glossary on page 53 as a good
place to start.

Hare Krsna.

Nagaraja Dasa
Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from
the temporary.

» To expose the faults of materialism.

» To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques
of spiritual life.

 To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
 To celebrate the chanting of the holy names
of God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

 To help every living being remember and
serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead and
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

Changing Channels

Suhotra Swami’s article “Channeling:
Extrasensory Deception?” (BTG,
Sept./Oct. 1998) is an excellent
correction of many common notions
about channeling, although by
pointing out only the errors of those
who channel lower spirits posing as
elevated souls, it is clearly one-sided.
He asks, “But is it logical to suspect
all channeled entities because of the
mischief of a few? Can’t we hope that
there are some genuine guides out in
the ether somewhere?” but answers
his excellent question only by further
describing lower spirits and quoting
one author’s inability “to distinguish
truth from falsehood in communica-
tions from the next world.” However,
from both scriptural and modern
experience, we know that God and
other higher spiritual beings also
communicate to us in various ways,
and when it is necessary or most
efficient they may utilize a human
medium or channel.

There are spiritual principles that
such a medium must follow, however,
to learn how to distinguish genuine
spiritual communications from those
of the many “hungry ghosts.” de-
scribed by Suhotra Swami, who are
always so eager to influence anyone
open to the subtle realm. Among the
most important of these principles
are to regularly worship God, chant
His holy names, hear scripture, and
follow laws of personal purity—
especially to remain free from sexual
desire and sexual activity, which is so
prominent in the cases of “extrasen-
sory deception” in Suhotra Swami’s
article.

When, as Suhotra Swami con-
cludes, “we recover our eternal link
to the Supreme Person and His pure
devotees,” we will gradually learn to
remain in pure and ecstatic commun-
ion with God and His associates,
uninfluenced by lower subtle beings,
and then we will be able to act as
perfect via media from the higher
spiritual realm to the world of
confused, conditioned souls. This,
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indeed, is the meaning of guru, a

transcendental position Srila Prabhu-

pada wanted his disciples to achieve.
Amoghalila Dasa
Berkeley, California, USA

SUHOTRA SWAMI REPLIES: It 1s said
there is irrationality at the heart of all
rational arguments. Irrationality oc-
curs when people argue from assump-
tions that cannot be proved. We tend
to forget in the heat of debate that
our assumptions are not self-evident.

It is irrational to suggest that God
and other higher spiritual beings
transmit messages by way of the pipe-
line of the trance state, through the
mouth of a human channeler. No, I do
not mean “irrational” in the sense of
“crazy.” But it is by no means self-
evident that spiritual beings will
receive and answer questions through
a channeler. Srila Prabhupada taught
that the only evidence that proves
itself is sabda-pramana: Vedic evi-
dence. And the disciple can be certain
only about Vedic evidence he or she
hears from the spiritual master. Srila
Prabhupada did not teach his disciples
to get answers by way of the trance-
pipeline.

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madh Va-
lila 6.137) confirms that Sabda-
pramana is self-evident. Self-evident
scriptural testimony does not require
the additional evidence of sensory
experimentation (pratyaksa) or specu-
lative interpretation (anumadana). Nor
does it require the evidence of a
psychic channel.

The Vedic method of knowledge is
the method of darsana revealed by
scriptural sound. Darsana means to
directly perceive that what is named,
for example, by the scriptural sound
Krsna is Krsna Himself. Darsana is
self-evident in consciousness that is
clear of attachment, fear. and anger.
and strengthened by knowledge and
austerity. The process of clearing
consciousness is objective and scien-
tific and taught by guru, scripture, and
self-realized souls. Being self-evident.
darsana is exoteric, meaning that
when the medium of consciousness is



unclouded, no more mysterious an
effort is required to see a deep truth
than to see an ordinary surface truth
—like the sun in the sky, for instance.
This is no irrational assumption, since
the process—hearing and chanting
transcendental sound—is participa-
tory. As many devotees who with
purified hearts take part in glorifying
Him, to that many Krsna reveals
Himself simultaneously as the name
and the named.

On the other hand, channeling is
not participatory. It is demonstrative.
The channeler demonstrates his
assumed abilities for others, and it is
never obvious to the others from
where these abilities come or how
others can develop them. Channeling
is esoteric: deep truths are assumedly
fished out of the murk by a psychic
“idiot-savant.” By idiot-savant I
mean that the channeler’s qualifica-
tions—why he or she of all people
fishes truths out of the murk, and
others not—can’t be rationally
explained. The channeler’s qualifica-
tions are not the result of an objec-
tive, scientific methodology.

Why did Jane Roberts hear
messages from an entity claiming to
be Seth? Why did Aviva hear
messages frTom an entity claiming to
be Filipa? Why would a channeler
today hear messages from an entity
claiming to be, for example, Srila
Prabhupada? In each case, the
answer can only be assumed.

Which Forms to Worship?

I have a copy of Bhagavad-gita by
Swami Prabhupada. I must say that I
did not know the depths of the soul,
mukti. God, nature, and material
existence. It says in the Bhagvad-gita
that we must ask somebody for
interpretations who is the master of
the Gita. I do not consider mysell a
master; [ am just seeking guidance
from Lord Krsna.

When Arjuna asks “What form
should I meditate upon to please
You?” the Lord replies, “I am the

serpent Vasuki, I am the tree, I am
Indra, Siva, Visnu,” and many other
forms. However, in the beginning of
Gita it says we must not worship any
other demigods, only the supreme
reality of Godhead (Krsna). Indra,
Siva, Vasuki, and Agni are thought to
be demigods. Visnu and Rama, I know,
are incarnations of the supreme reality
ol Godhead. But how is it possible to
worship demigods when the Gita
forbids us in the beginning and allows
it in a later chapter.

Nitin Ajwani

via the Internet

OUR REPLY: Although Lord Krsna
says that various forms in this world
represent Him, He clearly says that
love and surrender are meant for Him
alone. These other forms display some
aspect of Krsna’s opulence, but ulti-
mately He is much more that any of
His creations. He decries demigod
worship in a few places in the Gitd,
and in the end He asks for surrender
to Him alone—mam ekam. Although
in one sense Krsna and His energies
are identical, He is at the same time
different from them, being the su-
preme independent source of every-
thing. We are eternally related with
Him as servants, and by realizing that

| we attain perfection.

Soul Searching

I have recently been searching for the
answer to the question *Where does
the soul go when we die?” I cannot
find a suitable reply to my quest.
Someone says we end up in a grain
and then go into sperm, to be then
transferred to the womb. A devotee
told me once that the soul is immedi-
ately reincarnated, but how does it
happen? What happens when an infant
dies or when many people die at once?
Carlo Grimaldi
Oxford, England

OUR REPLY: Since every soul is
unique, there is no single answer to
(please turn to page 50)

What Is the
Hare Krsna (Tlovement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries onin the modern
world a great ancient tradition
rooted in the Bhagavad-gita, the
teachings Lord Krsna spoke five
milleniums ago. The Gita and the
otherVedicscriptures declare Krsna
to be the original person, God Him-
self,whoappears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the presentday: the chanting
of the names of God, especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON
continue Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment by distributing the teachings
of Lord Krsna and the Hare Krsna
mantra all over the world.

Pronundiation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the uin but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and c¢ like the ch in
chair. Pronounce consonantslike ch,
Jjh,anddhasinstaunch-heart, hedge-
hog. and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsnasay KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual Nlames

Members of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness re-
ceive names of Lord Krsna or His
greatdevotees,combined with Dasa
(Dasi for women), meaning “ser-
vant.” For instance, the name Krsna
Dasa means “servant of Krsna.”
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Lite Without Me

What’s wrong
with working hard
for success?




aningless Work

A lecture given in Vrndavana, India,
on November 3, 1976, by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness.

putrams ca Sisyams ca nrpo gurur va
mal-loka-kamo mad-anugraharthah
ittham vimanyur anusisyad ataj-jian
na yojayet karmasu karma-miidhan
kam yojayan manujo ‘rtham labheta
nipatayan nasta-drsam hi garte

RANSLATION: If one is serious about going
back home, back to Godhead, then he must
consider the mercy of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead the summum bonum and chief aim
of life. If he is a father instructing his sons, a spiri-
tual master instructing his disciples, or a king
instructing his citizens, he must instruct them as I
have advised. Without being angry, he should con-
tinue giving instructions, even if his disci-
ple, son, or citizen is sometimes unable

‘hﬁf

to follow his order. Ignorant people who en-
gage 1n pious and impious activities should
be engaged in devotional service by all
means. They should always avoid frui-
tive activity. If one puts into the



Material life is not real life.
Real life is in the spiritual world.

bondage of karmic activity his disciple,
son, or citizen who is bereft of tran-
scendental vision, how will one profit?
It is like leading a blind man to a dark
well and causing him to fall in.”
—Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.15

Two kinds of ruler or controller are
mentioned here: the government and
the spiritual master. As the govern-
ment controls the citizens, the spiritual
master controls the disciples. but the
disciples obey the order of the spiritual
master out of love. Srimad-Bhagavatam
speaks of this kind of obedience when
describing the brahmacari, or celibate
studentliving in the asrama of the guru.
Brahmacart guru-kiile vasan danto
guror hitam. Whatever the guru wants,
the brahmacari has to do. The disciple
acts for the guru’s benefit, as shown by
the example of Arjuna in accepting
Krsna as his guru. Sisyas te "hari sadhi
maritvar prapannam:“Now [am Your
disciple and a soul surrendered unto
You.”

For his personal benefit, Arjuna did
not want to fight, but for Krsna’s bene-
fit,he fought.Thisis the example shown
by Arjuna. When considering his own
benefit, he did not want to kill his kins-
men:“Oh,if [ kill my kinsmen I'll go to
hell. I'll be responsible for so much
trouble for others.” He put forward
many arguments when he was consid-
ering his benefit and not Krsna’s. But
Krsna wanted the fight, and Arjuna
agreed.“I'll no longer act for my bene-
fit; I'll act for Your benefit.” That is the
desirable mentality: guror-hitam, “for
the benefit of the guru.”

Why should the guru order, and
why should one accept the order?
That is stated here. Mal-loka-kamo
mad-anugraharthah: 1t one is serious
about going back home, back to God-
head, he must consider the mercy of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead
the summum bonum and chief aim of
life.” This is the ideal life. One should
seek the benediction of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna. By

pleasing Krsna, one returns to Krsna’s
abode.

Now we are suffering in the ma-
terial world. That is described in every
book of Vedic knowledge. Bhagavad-

| gita states, aprapya mar nivartante

mytyu-samsara-vartmani. Persons who
don’t attain Krsna remain suffering in
this material world of birth and death.

The aim of life is to go back home,
back to Godhead. But people do
not know the aim of life or why they
are sulfering. They have become so
animalistic they cannot understand
they are suffering. Their brains have
become so dull.

In this world we are always suffer-
ing. Take, for example, this fan. We
don’t require it now, so if we run it, it
will cause us to suffer. But in the sum-
mer it is required. [tis pleasing, and we
suffer without it. That means that ei-
ther in summer or in winter we are
always suffering.

Another example: The same water
is pleasing during summer but the cause
of suffering during winter. As long as
we have this body we must suffer. That
is the truth. We are getting different
types of body, each body for a short
period. The body will not last forever.
But as long as it lasts, it will cause
suffering. That we do not understand.

We can end our suffering only by
surrendering to Krsna. Suffering is in-
flicted by maya. Krsna's illusory en-
ergy. But people are so dull they cannot
understand that they are suffering. They
acceplt sulfering as enjoyment. In this
way they are rotting in the material
world. The aim of life is to stop suffer-
ing. The guru or the government should
rule dependents with this aim in view.

Two GOALS
Two things are required: to get the
mercy of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead,and to go back home,back to
Godhead. Unless we go back home,
back to Godhead. there is no question
of peace or happiness. We are trying to
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be happy within the material world by
material adjustment. But happiness is
not possible in that way.

Because we are giving this infor-
mation, people accuse us of brainwash-
ing. We are not brainwashing; we are
clearing the brain. But nowadays peo-
ple have become such rascals that they
say, “There is no God. This is all my-
thology.” Even prominent sanmyasis
say, “Don’t concern yourself with talk
of God and sin and piety. You can do
whatever you like, because you are
yourself God.” But that is not the fact.

The spiritual master and the gov-
ernment are both controllers. The citi-
zen 1s also considered Sisya, “disciple™
or “one who is controlled.” The rules
and regulations of the government and
the spiritual master should be such that
the dependent, either the disciple or
the citizen, must know that material
life is not real life. Real life is in the
spiritual world. The material world is
an illusion, a mirage. We are searching
for happiness here, but Krsna says,
*No, there is no happiness here.”

Krsna personallyinstructs us,“[fyou
don’t want to continue suffering, then
come to Me.”

A person who understands this in-
struction is called a mahatma. a great
soul. A person trying to be happyin the
material world is a duratma, a rascal.
Rascals do not know there is no happi-
ness here. There cannot be any happi-
ness, however expert you may be. If
you are thrown into the middle of the
ocean, you may be an expert swimmer,
but you will not be happy.

Our situation in the material world
is a struggle for existence. That under-
standingshould come to ourbrain. That
isnotbrainwashing:itis brain-clearing.
If you want to end suffering, you must
wash your brain or heart.

The government or the spiritual
master should not give big programs
for material happiness. There are al-
ways planning commissions by the
government. Why? To engage people
to work very hard.



CHECKING ANGER

When you rule, there may be some
disobedience on the part of your sub-
ordinates. Therefore it is the duty of
the spiritual master not to be angry if
the disciples or followers are fools.
Sometimes they commit mistakes:
they do not obey. But the ruler—the
spiritual master. the government—
has to tolerate.

People have a natural tendency to
work and get some benefit. They plan,
“I shall become a very rich man. I shall
own so many houses, so much proper-
ty,so much land.” Why are such people
so busy? They do not know that they
cannot improve their economic posi-
tionsimply by working hard.Thatis not
possible. Otherwise, everyone would
become rich. In big cities like Calcutta,
Bombay, London, New York,everyone
is working very hard. But do you think
everyone is in the same position? No.
Thatis not possible, because of destiny.
One manworks hard day and night and
simply gets two pieces of bread. that’s
all. We have seenin Bombay that people
are living in such rotten conditions that
even in the daytime they have to use a
kerosene lamp. Doeseveryone in Bom-
bay live luxuriously? No. And the same
is true for every city.

You cannotimprove your ¢cconomic
position simply by working hard. That
isnot possible. Whether you work hard
or you don’t work, whatever is des-
tined to you you'll get. Therefore our
energy should be used to please Krsna.
We should not waste our energy on the
false hope that “I shall become happy.
I shall do this. I shall do that. I shall
make money like this...”

The story of the potter illustrates
this point. A potter had a few pots, so
he was planning, “Now I have these
pots, and I will sell them and make
some profit. Then I'll get ten pots, sell
them. and make more profit. Then I'll
get twenty pots, thirty pots, forty pots
... In this way I shall become a million-
aire. Then 1 shall marry, and I shall
control my wife. And if she is disobedi-
ent, then [ shall put my foot down.”
Absorbed in thought, he accidentally
kKicked the pots. and all the pots broke.
His dream was gone.

Similarly, with a few pots we are
simply dreaming, “These pots will
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increase to more pots, more pots, more
pots,” then finished. Don’t make imagi-
nary plans in this way. The spiritual
master and the government should be
careful that people don’t make imagi-
nary plans to become happy.

This world is karma-jagat, the place
where everyone is engaged in fruitive
work. So what is the use of teaching
them in that direction? Take, for ex-
ample, sex life. Sex is natural. People
do not require a university education
to enjoy sex. There is a Bengali saying:
“No one needs to be taught how to
cry, laugh. or enjoy sex.” These things
are natural: they don’t require any
education.

Now leaders make big plans to
teach people how to work hard. This
is a waste of life. Educational institu-
tions should be for teaching people
how to become Krsna conscious, not
to become this or that. That is a waste
of time, because that program will
never be successful.

Therefore Vediccivilization teaches
people to be satisfied in their own posi-
tion as a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya, or
Sitdra. Whatever by God’s grace one
has, one is satisfied. One’s energy is
used to become eligible to receive the
mercy of Krsna. That is wanted—
to learn how to surrender to Krsna.

The great sages wrote many books,
but they lived in cottages. Only the
kings, because they had to rule, con-
structed big palaces. Everyone else lived
very simply. They did not waste time in
so-called economic development and
building skyscrapers, subways, and so
on. Thatis not Vedic civilization. This is
asuric—demonic—civilization.

People are inclined to karma-sukha,
the so-called happiness of karmic ac-
tivity. So it is difficult to convince them
that this is not needed. Real life is to
become Krsna conscious, and for that
purpose one should undergo austeri-
ties. You have to purify your existence.
You are suffering. You are not meant
for birth and death. You are undergo-
ing birth and death and do not know
what kind of life you are going to get
next. You have no information. Today
you may be a very big man, and tomor-
row you may be a dog.

These things are going on,but people
do not know. They simply work, mak-
ing plans to be happy. But obtaining

happiness through karmic work is not
possible. Therefore in this verse the
leaders are forbidden to engage people
in karmic work. Na yojayet karmasu
karma-midhan. The leaders should
engage people in acquiring Krsna's
favor. If they teach them like that,
Krsna will be very pleased.

Here it is said, mal-loka-kamah:
“the desire to go to My abode.” How
can one go to Krsnaloka or Vaikuntha-
loka? Very easy. Krsna says, man-manda
bhava mad-bhakto mad-yaji mam
namaskuru: “Do these four things: Al-
ways think of Me, become My devo-
tee, worship Me, and offer obeisances
to Me, and without any doubt you'll
come to Me.”

Why do people not accept this pro-
posal by Krsna? We have not manufac-
tured this proposal. We are not brain-
washing. These are Krsna’s words. If
you simply do four things—think of
Krsna, become His devotee, worship
Him,and offer Him obeisances—Krsna
will be pleased, and you'll go to Him,
without a doubt. So don’t waste your
time making big material plans.

There is a Bengali proverb:

Big, big monkey—Dbig, big belly
Ceylon jumping—melancholy

There were many monkeys, and
one of them—chanting “Jaya Rama!”
[“Glories to Lord Ramacandral!”]—
jumped over the Indian Ocean. The
others could only hang their heads.

Soourplanistochant“Jaya Rama!™
and jump over the material world to
the spiritual world. That is required,
not working hard to improve our ma-
terial condition. That will never be
possible. Tasyaiva hetoh prayateta ko-
vido na labhyate vad bhramatam upary
adhah. You cannot get happiness with-
in the material world. Upari means up
to the higher planetary system, and
adhah means down to the lower plan-
etary system. We are wandering like
this:sometimes up to Svargaloka, some-
times down to Patalaloka, sometimes
in heaven, sometimes in hell.

So take the seed of bhakti by the
mercy of guru, by the mercy of Krsna.
and make your life successful. Don’t
engage yourself in material fruitive
activities toimprove your material con-
dition. That will never be successful.

Thank you very much.
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IN HER BOOK Mightier Than the
Sword, Kathleen Adams has a chap-
ter called “Authenticity.” She writes,
“The discrepancy between image/
being, external/internal, acculturated
selffauthentic self—the maintenance
of the lie—reverberates in the jour-
nals of men like an echo bouncing off
canyon walls. The search for authen-
ticity is a modern-day grail quest. It is
the beating heart of many men’s
writings.”

The search for authenticity is the
beating heart not only of people’s
journals but of many people’s lives.
It means asking that age-old ques-
tion: Who am 17 That question is
deep; we can’t lie when we answer it.
Authentic means the answer has to
be real.

But “real” has different levels.
From the Vedic literature we learn
that real means I am an eternal,
separated part of Krsna, constitution-
ally a servant. On another level, it
feels real that I am sitting in this
room, at peace for a moment, seeing
a flock of swans land on a calm lake.
Yet another level of real is the accul-
turated self, shaped largely by the
society we live in. Then there is the
voice within us that rebels against
that self and lives in a private, confi-
dential world of spiritual and
material aspiration.

So which is the authentic self?

Or are they all authentic? Sometimes
we have to start with the negative
side of the question: Who am I not?
By peeling off identities one after
another—marital status, occupation,
responsibilities, desires—we can
learn to redefine ourselves by what

we find important.

Srila Prabhupada speaks about
authenticity in terms of self-interest.
He says self-interest is good but most
of us know neither what our real sell-
interest is nor how to pursue it. We
pursue a limited self-interest, starting
with physical gratification and
extending that to identification with
community and nation. Because we
don’t recognize the authenticity of
our constitutional nature as servants
of Krsna, we don’t remember that the
goal of life is to satisfy Him. Which
takes us back to that ultimate level of
understanding our authentic self: we
are servants of God, eternally. If that
truth remains only theoretical to us,
we cannot be single-minded in our
endeavor to satisfy the ultimately

| authentic self. The only way to satisfy

that self is to act out of love for
Krsna.

Therefore we are still searching
for authenticity. We haven’t found the
truth yet. For people in our condition,
the guru recommends regulative
devotional service (vaidhi-bhakii).
When we are living our authenticity,
we will love Krsna spontaneously. In
the meantime, we have a list of
shoulds and should-nots to follow,
and often we have to accept the disci-
pline they impose in spite of our-
selves. Srila Prabhupada explains that
the more we practice devotion even
when we don’t always feel it bubbling
up within us, the more we will
uncover our original, authentic
natures. When we uncover our pure
intelligence, he says, we won’t know
anything but surrender to Krsna.

But it’s a razor’s edge. We can’t

Lessons from the Road

The Search for the Authentic Self

by Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami

lose ourselves in the following. As
Srila Riipa Gosvami writes in Sri
Upadesamrta, a too-rigid following of
rules and regulations without under-
standing the ultimate goal can be just
as detrimental to our search for
authenticity as not following at all.
The goal of life is to love Krsna with
our pure selves, but if we don’t know
who that pure self is, we have to love
Krsna with whatever we are now. We
have to make room for all those
other voices within us—the physical
voice, the mental voice, the emotional
voice—and imbue them all with the
truth of our spiritual aspiration. Then
we can turn to something we love to
do, something meaningful to us, and
offer it to Krsna.

And we have to consider not what
is authentic but how much we are
willing to be authentic. It’s that
“being” that constitutes surrender of
the self to Krsna. If we are searching
for the authentic self, we can’t remain
mere imitators of spiritual life. Ima-
gine going through an entire life with
the blessings we have been given and
choosing to remain inauthentic. A
devotee wants to be tuned to the ring
of truth within himself. He wants to
get behind the image., even the one
he has of himself, to find his honest,
loving offering to place at Krspa’s
lotus feet. Eventually, as we practice
expressing devotion, the outer self
will harmonize with the inner self,
and we will become whole.

Satsvariapa Dasa Goswami is the
author of many books, including a
six-volume biography of Srila

| Prabhupada.
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TI IE HEAD SLOWLY appears, then
the body slips and slides, and finally
the feet exit—>birth! The child sounds
the cry of life. and everyone is
relieved and joyful.

In its previous life the now help-
less baby may have dived into a deep
pool of learning, but now the baby is
in ignorance. He or she will have to
struggle to regain all lost skills and
learning. Picture thoughts will give
way to words, for many months gar-
bled. The child will struggle to master
the new body, learn the new language,
understand the new
family and society into
which it has been thrust.
Then will come many
years of formal training
in culture, behavior,
academics, and skills.
How much of this was
known not so many
years ago in another
life? But the child must
again struggle to attain
what will be lost yet
again at another death.

The stereotyped
grandparent is a person
of experience who can
guide the grandchildren to what is
most useful in life. But what can [
give that will not simply be taken
away?

Of course, the child needs ordinary
knowledge and skills. Just as we clean
dishes, clothes, and floors that again
require cleaning, so we must educate
and prepare children for their roles in
this lifetime. But if we give our chil-
dren only temporary things, neither
they nor we will be satisfied.

Service to Lord Krsna is not like
material acquisitions, which must be
renewed cach life. Whatever one has

fchooling Krsna’s Children

Thoughts at the
Births of Grandchildren

by Urmila Devi Dasi

done for the Lord stays through the
change of body. One can see the truth
of this practically. For example. so
many people lind themselves natu-
rally attracted to spiritual life, even
when their present family or society
doesn’t encourage it.

A person who has made much
spiritual progress yet failed to attain
perfection generally enters a womb
where circumstances will be favor-
able for further spiritual progress.
Formerly, expectant mothers might
attend gatherings of sages who would

give instructions the unborn child
could hear. With Srila Prabhupada’s
genius of using modern technology in
Krsna’s service, a mother can now
play tapes of devotional lectures or
singing. When the mother attends the
arati ceremony of the Deity and eats
food offered to Krsna, the unborn
child also benefits.

As labor progresses, the mother
can chant or listen to a tape. As the
child appears, friends and relatives
gathered to greet the new family
member can chant, “Hare Krsna!
Hare Krsna!”
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As soon as mother and baby have
recovered. they can again immerse
themselves in growing in knowledge
of Krsna. Srila Prabhupada wrote to
Krsna Devi in 1968: “We should train
all our first-day small babies in such
a way that they are always satisfied
and there will be no disturbance in
the Bhagavatam lecture, and there
will be no complaint. But there
cannot be any hard and fast rules
that only children who are grown up,
seven or eight years old, can be

| admitted and no other children can
be admitted. That is not
possible, and I am not
going to sanction any
such rule. Rather I shall
welcome a baby from the
very beginning. so that
the transcendental
vibration may enter into
its ear, and from the very
beginning of its life it
becomes purified.”

If we give our grand-
children wisdom and
realization that tran-
scends the change of
body, then we achieve
the real goal of educa-
tion. If a child can fully understand
his own nature, the Lord. and service
to Him, all of which are eternal, then
there is no more need of rebirth; the
ultimate lesson has been learned.
Why engage our children only in an
ultimately absurd struggle to gain
with great intensity what will surely
be lost?

ISBCT IAD(] BIYRESL

Urmila Devi Dast and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is
the major author and compiler of
Vaikuntha Children, a guide to Krsna
conscious education for children.




E)LL()WIN(’] ARE excerpts from
the diary of AiSvarya Dasa. Based in
San Diego, he travels throughout
America with other devotees, distrib-
uting Srila Prabhupada’s books.

Saturday, June 13, 1998
Washington, D.C.

We'd just come from New Vrinda-
van, so after the peace and serenity
of farm life, my mind was having
trouble coping with being thrown
into this mayhem—the Tibetan Free-
dom Concert, an outdoor rock con-
cert at RFK Stadium. Then I remem-
bered that in a short while Lord
Jagannatha would be happily gliding
down New York's Fifth Avenue on
His Rathayatra cart. I longed to be
there and began thinking I'd made a
mistake in coming to a show where it
would be difficult to distribute Srila
Prabhupada’s books. But I suddenly
realized that if I went out and tried
my best, then Lord Jagannatha would
be there too. So | tentatively stepped
out of the van into the sounds of
illusion.

One Eager Soul

At first Jananivasa, another distri-
butor, thought Joe looked interested,
but Jananivasa’s mind said no, and he
kept walking. Joe smiled at him.

Awhile later, amid thousands of
people. Jananivasa saw Joe again. Joe
smiled a bigger smile, but Jananivasa
kept walking.

Later, they met yet again, and Joe
smiled the biggest smile yet. Janani-
vasa [inally conceded it must be that
Lord Caitanya wants Joe to get a
book. Joe bought six books.

Candidates Everywhere

a book. Later I passed by them again,
and one of them called me over. We
briefly discussed Nietzsche and other
philosophers, and he told me he was
stuck in existentialism, as he pointed
to the beer in one of his hands.

“I really want to give this up,” he
said, “but it’s so hard when everyone
else around me is doing it.”

He realized the folly of what he
was doing and had taken a book to
improve himself.

There’s a brahmana in every
parking lot.

Rained Out

It rained, and the show was can-
celed. We decided to leave but got
caught up in the exiting traffic. This
all turned out to be Lord Jagan-
natha's mercy. Within a few minutes
the rain stopped, the sun came out,
and everyone was sitting in the traffic
jam, waiting for their books. A day
that had started out rough ended up
very auspicious.

Sunday, June 14

Claire is interested in the Hare
Krsnas, so much so that if she were a
man she would have joined at once.
But from observing ISKCON she felt
some prejudice against the ladies.

[ told her we're aware of the prob-
lem and are improving. Then I said
that Krsna consciousness goes be-
yond the interactions of a society and
into the realm of our true nature.

“So it doesn’t matter where we
are—whether we're on a mountain
top or in a society—it all boils down
to our consciousness. When 1 first
became a monk, I wanted to go live
in a secluded place and escape this
crazy world, but now here I am in the

Four young men in a car each took | middle of this parking-lot mayhem,

Book Distribution

Mercy Amid Mayhem

compiled by Navina Nirada Dasa

| selling books. [ would never be a

salesman in a million years, so the
reason ['m here has to come down to
my consciousness. These books are
not for my profit but for the profit of
the people who get them. I could be
selfish, not do it. and think of myself.
But then what about everyone else?
Do I forget about everyone else and
leave them to rot while I sit on my
mountain thinking of myself? So if we
limit ourselves by getting bogged
down with others’ problems, then
we're not really helping anyone,
including ourselves.”

At the end of my sermon, she took
a Science of Self-realization to add to
the Quest for Enlightenment she’d
gotten yesterday. As [ fumbled with
her change, I mentioned that | don’t
like dealing with this money stuff.

“But you have to deal with it,” she
sternly reminded me. *Don’t forget
about the rest of us out here!”

Joe Returns

Jananivasa met Joe again. This time
Joe went out and tried his hand at
book distribution. Afterwards he
came back to the van and had some
prasadam with us. He had a ticket for
the show but got so fired up by
distributing books that he sold his
ticket so he could be with us. I was
feeling ill and couldn’t read, so |
asked Joe to read out loud from his
Quest for Enlightenment. I've never
before experienced Prabhupada’s
words coming across so clearly so
soon after Prabhupada’s action in
giving a spirit soul Krsna’s mercy.

Navina Nirada Dasa heads ISKCON'’s
book-distribution ministry and travels
worldwide to train and inspire book
distributors.
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01\' JANUARY 1, 2000, you might
wake up, turn on your lights, take a
shower, use the phone, and drive to
the grocery store. Or you might not—
if Y2K, or the millennium computer
bug, brings the world’s economic
systems to a halt.

Many people say that the gravity
of the Y2K problem has been exag-
gerated. But some experts tend to be
more pessimistic. Testifying before
the U.S. Congress, Dr. Edward Yar-
deni, chief economist for the global
investment-banking firm Deutsche
Morgan Grenfell, warned, “There is
not enough time to fix and test all
the systems, with billions of lines of
software code around the world, that
need to be fixed.”

A large part of the problem is that
the numerous computer systems
keeping our governments and econo-
my going are highly interconnected.
Said Dr. Yardeni, “The sum total of
all interdependent computer systems
must all be compliant. The network is
the computer. A problem in one sys-
tem could trigger a domino effect. . ..
The networks that must function per-
fectly at the risk of partial and even
total failure include: 1. Electrical
power systems, 2. Telecommunica-
tions, 3. Transportation, 4. Manufac-
turing, 5. Retail and wholesale
distribution, 6. Finance and banking,
7. Government services and adminis-
tration, 8. Military defense, and 9.
International trade.”

Although Dr. Yardeni didn’t in-
clude agriculture or food-processing
in his list, the Gartner Group, in an
ongoing survey of 15,000 companies
and government agencies in 87 coun-
tries, claims that agriculture and
food-processing companies are

The Land, the (ows, and Krsna

among the most delinquent in their
efforts to make their systems Y2K
compliant. Shipping companies are
not much better. In January 1996,
Charles Parks of the Union Pacific
Railroad said. “To convert these
programs, we estimate that it would
require . .. 100 staff years. The prob-
lem turned out to be much larger
than we had realized.”

In July, Richard Lugar, chairman
of U.S. Senate Agricultural Commit-
tee, noted with frustration that the
U.S. Department of Agriculture pro-
jected it would be Y2K compliant
by the year 2002. And Dr. Yardeni
told the agricultural committee, “We
are especially blind about the possi-
ble problems that will hit the global
food supply in 2000. . . . I suspect the
Y2K technological problem could
significantly disrupt the food-supply
chain.”

The Y2K alarm gives us a glimpse
of just how fragile our modern social
system is. Two tiny Os could bring
down the world economy. We've

become proud of our economic prog-

ress, but Srila Prabhupada reminds
us, “Economic development or
supremacy over the world can be
finished at any moment by the cata-
clysms of material nature.” Will that
moment be January 1,2000? Only
Krsna knows for sure.

Modern life rests on a global eco-
nomy that seems to give us all con-
venience but is actually a source of
unlimited anxiety. Srila Prabhupada
explains the best way of life:

By God’s arrangement, anyone in
any part of the world can live very
peacefully if he has some land and
a milk cow. There is no need for
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Y2K and the Simple Life

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

man to move from one place to
another to earn a livelihood, for
one can produce food grains locally
and get milk from cows. That can
solve all economic problems.
Fortunately, man has been given
higher intelligence for the culti-
vation of Krsna consciousness, or
the understanding of God. one’s
relationship with Him, and the
ultimate goal of life, love of God.
Unfortunately, so-called

civilized man, not caring for God
realization, utilizes his intelligence
to get more than necessary and
simply eat to satisty the tongue.
By God’s arrangement there is
sufficient scope for the production
of milk and grains for human
beings all over the world, but
instead of using his higher intelli-
gence to cultivate God conscious-
ness, so-called intelligent men
misuse their intelligence to produce
many unnecessary and unwanted
things.

—The Nectar of Instruction,

Text 2. Purport

Srila Prabhupada’s statement
reminds me of the Bengali villagers I
saw working in the fields with their
oxen. What will they be doing on
January 1,20007 They’ll get up. bathe
in the Ganges or at a village ghat, go
to the temple to worship Krsna, come
back home, hitch up their ox team,
and go out plowing while singing
Hare Krsna. Computer chip? Never
heard of it.

Formerly the editor of Hare Krsna
Rural Life, Hare Krsna Dasi is
currently compiling a five-volume
series of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings
on varnasSrama and farm community
development.



I WAS BORN INTO a Hindu family,
and from an early age [ was taught
the necessity of accepting a spiritual
master. Also early on, [ was disci-
plined to get up every day at 4:00
A.M., bathe, meditate, say prayers to
Lord Krsna and Lord Rama as well
as other devatas (demigods), and
read the Bhagavad-gita. After doing
these things I would begin my
schoolwork.

When [ came to study in the
U.S.A.. everything changed for the
worst. Though keeping the designa-
tion “Hindu.” I stopped worshiping
God and following religious prin-
ciples. To me “God™ was a vague
term. And without the guidance of a
spiritual master, I couldn’t under-
stand the teachings of Lord Krsna in
the Bhagavad-gita.

After obtaining a doctorate de-
gree, I was swayed by the Western
way of life. I was proud of my aca-
demic education and strongly
entrapped by the consciousness of
enjoying materialistic life. I was also
influenced by modern methods of
acquiring knowledge, which rely on
conjecture. Equipped with a hodge-
podge of ideas about God and una-
ware that the goal of life is to return
to Godhead, I used to say, “I know
everything. Why should I accept a
spiritual master?” In fact, I was a
fool.

Ultimately, by the mercy of Srila
Prabhupada’s books and the associa-
tion of devotees, I found out that
God is not something vague. God is
Krsna. And transcendental knowl-
edge, which is beyond material
nature, cannot be known experimen-
tally or by argument or speculation.
Vedic knowledge is called sabda, or

| knowledge acquired through hearing

from higher authority. The Srimad-
Bhagavatam (11.3.21) says, “Any
person who seriously desires real
happiness must seek a bona fide
spiritual master and take shelter of
him by initiation.”

The spiritual master awards initia-
tion when he feels confident that the
candidate has shown sincerity and
determination to become Krsna con-

| scious. In the Hare Krsna movement

the candidate must be following four
regulative principles: no meat-eating,
no illicit sex, no intoxication, and no
gambling. At the time of initiation in
the Hare Krsna movement, one vows
to chant sixteen rounds of the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra and follow the
four regulative principles. The day I
took initiation by accepting a spiri-
tual master was the happiest and
most glorious day of my life.

Initiation links the disciple with
Krsna through the intermediary of
the spiritual master. The spiritual
master’s duty is to liberate the disci-
ple from repeated birth and death by
guidance and instruction from the
Vedic scriptures. The disciple’s duty is
to follow the spiritual master’s
instructions for life.

The spiritual master binds the
roaming mind of the disciple in
bhakti, devotional service to Lord
Krsna. Bhakti is the innate desire of
the soul to serve Krsna. The urge of
bhakti has to be developed, and this
is done under the guidance of the
spiritual master, who has already
reached the pinnacles of bhakti. To
advance in bhakti, the disciple must
receive the mercy of the spiritual
master through service and obedi-
ence. It is said that the instructions of
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India’s Heritage

¥ Why Accept a Spiritual Master?

by Purusottama Dasa

the spiritual master should be the life
and soul of the disciple.

The relationship with the spiritual
master is based on service, submis-
sion, and inquiry. The spiritual

| master’s instructions provide spiritual

strength to the disciple and help the
disciple become liberated from
materialistic life and attain pure
Krsna-prema, love of God.

In ISKCON we are grateful to
Srila Prabhupada for setting the most
glorious example for all spiritual
masters to follow. From his life and
teachings, we can understand that a
real spiritual master always directs
our attention not to himself but to
Krsna, or God.

Accepting a spiritual master has
made all the difference in my life. The
more [ serve Krsna through my
spiritual master, the more blissful I
become. I know that God is not
something vague. God is the Supreme
Person, Lord Krsna. Every day I'm
learning more about my personal
relationship with Krsna. Through the
medium of the spiritual master, it is
now easy to understand the Vedic
scriptures. Now I realize that serving
Krsna is infinitely more pleasurable
than the best of this world’s pleasures.
Everything here is temporary and
limited, but my relationship with
Krsna is eternal, full of bliss and

| knowledge.

Purusottama Dasa (Pritam S. Verma,
Ph.D.) and his wife, Padma Devi Dasi,
are disciples of His Holiness Gopal
Krsna Goswami. Purusottama Dasa
works as a pharmacologist for the U.S.
government and is a Lieutenant
Colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve. He
and his wife have three children.
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IN DALLAS

Faithful longtime residents and

enthusiastic newcomers work together to
carry on Srila Prabhupada’s mission.

by Kalakantha Dasa

sending American troops into Cam-

bodia, Srila Prabhupada sent two
families to Dallas, Texas. to introduce
Krsna consciousness in one of Ameri-
ca’s more conservative cities.

Attracting interest with daily kir-
tana and prasadam distribution, the
two couples (Mohanananda Dasa and
Sasthi Dasi, Dina Bandhu Dasa and

IN 1970. WHILE Richard Nixon was

Akuti Dasi) promptly outgrew their
temple/apartment. They rented a large
house and outgrew that within a year.
Then they located a large church in a
transitional East Dallas neighborhood.
Soon the growing team of devotees
found themselves the proud owners of
the former Mt. Auburn Church.

To encourage the devotees, Srila
Prabhupada visited the new temple in
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Rohininandana Dasa

1973 and sent an extraordinary Deity
of Krsna to Dallas from India. Kala-

| candaji (“the dark,moon-faced Lord”),

a large black-marble Deity, had been
worshiped in an Indian temple some
five hundred years earlier. Historical
events had relegated the sacred Deity
to serving as a doorstop in an Indian
museum. Upon seeing Kalacandaji,
Prabhupada arranged for His trans-
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Prajapati Dasa

In 1967, after graduating from Stan- |

ford University with a degree in fine
arts, Prajapati Dasa took a turn for the
philosophical and enrolled for a mas-

ter'sdegree in Southern Methodist Uni- |

versity’s theology program. That same
year he learned about Krsna conscious-
ness from devotees chanting in Tomp-
kins Square Park in New York City. He
continued chanting Hare Krsna while
at SMU, and after graduating in 1970
he encountered devotees at a Boulder,
Colorado, festival.

“Why don’t you start a temple in |

Dallas?” he asked.

Later that year, two couples did just
that.

While Prajapati and his wife (later
initiated as Satariipa Dasi) welcomed
the devotees, they had no intention of
joining them. But they soon became
aftached to the daily lunch prasadam
and didn’t care to eat anywhere else.
Then the devotees began a series of
classes on Bhagavad-gita, which Praja-
paticouldn’t resist, having just finished
an extensive study of the book during
his master’s degree work. Even their
six-month-old son seemed to be pull-
ing them to Krsna. The baby would cry
and fuss while his parents practiced
silent meditation, but at the temple he
remained content.

“] had studied phenomenology of
religion,” Prajapatisays,“and I admired
how the devotees lived their religion
twenty-four hours every day. I thought,

pUE[NY T Apurlg

| “Every spiritual person should live like
| this!?

Finally the devotees asked Prajapati,
an actor, to perform the part of Lord
Caitanya in a play. That led him to read
Srila Prabhupada’s Teachings of Lord
Caitanya, which in turn led him to
dedicate his life to Lord Krsna.

Prajapati was astonished to realize
the difference between the impersonal
path he had been on and the path of
personalism, bhakti-yoga.

“Lord Caitanya’s teaching of
acintya-bhedabhedatartva,” he explains,

ence of God as His creation and as a
distinct individual. That was the only
philosophy that had made sense to me
in my theology studies.”

After some time Srila Prabhupada
initiated Prajapati and suggested that
as a theology graduate he approach
members of other religions. “Get them
toagree thereisone God,”Srila Prabhu-

and His name have an intimate con-
nection. Next point out that whatever

transcendental pleasure. If they are
lacking transcendental pleasure, invite
them to try chanting Hare Krsna.”

These days Prajapati is active in
Thanks-Giving Square, the renowned
Dallas interfaith group directed by
the internationally recognized Eliza-
beth Esperson. He also serves as a
. member of the Dallas independent
| school district’s religious task force.
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“reminded me of Charles Hartshorne's |
panentheism—the simultaneous exist- |

pada said. “Then establish that God |

name of God one chants should bring |

“This experience has given us all a

| more liberal attitude toward other

faiths.” says Prajapati.*“We're appreci-

| ating how Krsna reveals Himself to

different groups according to different
scriptures and different mentalities. I've
gained a broaderunderstanding of love
of God or worship of God. Our inter-
faith work has similarly opened up
many new people to Sri Sri Radha-
Kalacandaji and Their devotees.”
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The neo-Vedic domes
(above) of the remodeled
Dallas temple are visible
to motorists on busy
Interstate 35. In the temple
hallway (right), guests
admire new bas-reliefs of
Lord Caitanya.

Tamal Krsna Goswami
recently completed
undergraduate studies at
Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, while still over-
seeing ISKCON Dallas,
as he has for nearly twen-
ty yvears. His book A
Hare Krishna at South-
ern Methodist Univer-
sity includes academic
essays and articles on his
university experiences.
He attended classes in
shaven head, tilaka, and
sannyasi robes, carried a
4.0 average, and won
several of the university’s
highest student awards.



Radha Vinoda Dasa & Indra-nila-mani Devi Dasi

After marrying in their native Ar-
gentina, Radha Vinoda and Indra-nila-
mani were traveling in Europe in 1980
when they met devotees.

“We were on our way back to
America and decided to visit Bhakti-
vedanta Manor outside London for a
couple of days,” Radha Vinoda explains.
“I didn’t get off to a very good start. |
woke up in the night feeling hungry, so
I wandered down to the temple kitchen
and ate some sweets meant for the
Deities.”

Eventually they decided to practice
Krsna consciousness more seriously
and moved to the Dallas temple com-
munity in 1981. Since then they have
served together as a team. first in the
temple kitchen, then as salespeople
foracommunity-run art business. Over

the last several years, they have turned |

their talents to distributing Krsna con-
scious literature. Indra-nila-mani is
consistently one of the top distribu-

tors in North America, while Radha
Vinoda oversees all aspects of litera-
ture distribution for the community.
They also enjoy helping their many
contacts and [riends develop their
Krsna consciousness.

When they received an inheritance
in 1991, the couple used part of it to
help build a new, artistic temple ex-
terior, along with new temple of-
fices,dormitories,and a guesthouse.
Their four-year-old daughter,
Syamali, attends the community
preschool. The outgoing couple
takes part in many outreach
programs.

“Right now the temple at- .
tends to the local Indian population,”
says Radha Vinoda. “We want to ex-
pand our outreach among the local
Hispanic community as well. But our
main contact with the public remains
Kalachandji’s Restaurant.”

The popular all-vegetarian buffet
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attracts a steady flow of customers
for lunch and dinner six days a week.
Many diners also take partin classes on
yoga, Bhagavad-gita, and yegetarian
cooking.

Radha Vinoda keeps busy devel-
oping Kalachandji’s and a variety of
programs.

“Mysatisfactionis to see everything
going on nicely and steadily improving
over the years. Many families have been
here for eighteen or twenty years, S0

we have developed a strong sense of

direction and spiritual camaraderie.”

Indra-nila-mani describes raising a |

devotee child.

“[t is a constant teaching engage-
ment. Since the young child is always
inquiring and observing, you have to

Radha Vinoda Dasa, Indra-nila-
mani Devi Dasi, and S"}-‘{imrdi al
home (left). Below, guests enjoy
a meal at Kalachandji's, one of
Dallas’s oldest and most popular
vegelarian restaurants.

explain what you do as a devotee and
why you do it. It makes me more in-

trospective. Over the years you may |

start to overlook details in devotional
service, but having a child has made
me realize how important the details
are. [ work on my feelings for Krsna.
Children are very perceptive. If spiri-
tual practice is mechanical, the chil-
dren can tell. If you manifest real
devotion for the Lord, the children
will also invoke some love for Krsna
within their hearts. Being a parent
has helped me be more serious about
spiritual life.”

Despite her family duties, Indra-nila-
mani actively distributes books and
meets with interested people in their
homes.

“The magic of spreading Krsna con-
sciousness is Lo see how people trans-
form. You can see how they become
peaceful and happy by reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books and associating
with devotees. That's what keeps me
going. It’s very satisfying.”

Candravali Devi Dasi

A much loved and admired devo-
tee, Candravali Dast moved to the
Dallas temple nearly twenty years

ago and has never left. She tells

about herearly daysin Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS.

“My ex-husband brought

home a Krsna book. I thought

it was crazy. [ read about Krsna

having sixteen thousand wives

and thought it unbelievable. My

ex-husband kept reading and

bought a Bhagavad-gita. | looked

through that, but nothing sunk in.

Later we had marital problems. He

stoppedreading the Girta, and I'picked

itup. [ wasin distress and took shelter |

of Krsna.”
Candravaliwas astonished whenshe

| first visited a temple.

“The Deities were so beautiful. And
there were all these men in orange
robes jumping and banging cymbals.
had never seen men so interested in

| God. In my upbringing. all the women

went to church, but only a few of the
men would go. I was amazed,so [ knew

| that I had better pursue this.”

Soon afterwards, Candravalimoved
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tothe Dallas temple community, where
there would be more companionship
for her young daughter. She took
two vows: to devote her life to Krsna
without remarriage, and to stay in the
service of Sri Sri Radha-Kalacandaji
in Dallas. She has kept these vows
for nearly twenty years. How has she
—and the Dallas temple—changed
during that time?

“For several years [ helped support
the temple financially through dis-
tributing books and helping in a devo-
tee-owned business. Later I became
the head pigjari, taking personal re-
sponsibility for the Deities’ service.
To my surprise. my years of dealing
with the public helped prepare me for
my Deity service, where I found my-
self working with an all-volunteer
staff with quite different personalities.
Keeping everyone happy required
that I think like a psychologist. The
experience sobered and matured me.

“I"'ve found that Deity worship and
book distribution should go hand in
hand. Teaching the public helps focus
the mind, and Deity worship, by allow-
ing you to serve the Lord’s form. erases
all material desires.”

_ Y
Bali Maharaja Dasa
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Rasikendra Dasa

The son of South Indian immigrants
in Singapore, Rasikendra Dasa became
interestedin Krsna consciousness while
pursuing a master’s degree in acro-
space engineering at the University of
Texas in Arlington.

“I first met devotees at the campus

Bhakti Yoga Club. Later,when [ visited
the temple, [ wasimpressed tosee devo-
tees so at ease living a disciplined life
and giving up material enjoyment. Their
presence created a strikingly pure at-
mosphere around the temple. I had
only heard of saintly persons, but now
I was meeting many saintly devotees.
And words cannot describe the beauty
of the Deities. It was overwhelming,
Having been born an Indian, I felt em-
barrassed that [ was not following this
Vedic culture.”

Rasikendra earned a master’s de-
gree in 1995 and is now pursuing a
doctorate. Shortly after graduation, he
became an initiated devotee and vol-
unteered toserve as the temple’s direc-
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tor of congregational development.
“Our members attend the temple
steadily and call us to their homes
for chanting and classes. We must see
that these sincere devotees become
properly educated in the scriptures.
“I'm trying to train some members
to take more active roles so that eventu-
ally they can run the temple. Some al-
ready help with the Sunday feast, and
their support for the temple has in-
creased. More congregational help al-

Candravali Devi Dasi

(left) worships Sri Sri
Radha-Kalacandaji. Below—
Festival time! Borrowing
from the tradition of Jagan-
natha Purt in India, devotees
pull the traditional Ratha-
ydtrd chariot in procession
through the streets of Dallas.
At right, devotional music
entertains the festival crowd,
including a youngster all
dressed up for the occasion
(below right).

lows the more experienced devotees to
develop new frontiers for spreading
Krsna consciousness.

“One of the reasons for the success
of ISKCON are the bold initiatives
Srila Prabhupada took that were some-
what unorthodox by Hindu traditions.
We should follow in his footsteps and
tax our brains to find new ways to help
this movement flourish.

“Keeping up my studies and my
temple service can be a real balancing

act. I am also newly married and work
as a teaching assistant at the university.
But from the very beginning [ always
felt I should be useful to this move-
ment. What is the value of human life if
you don’t use it for the Lord? [ pray to
my guru and to the devotees that I can
be useful in their service.

“I"'m grateful to the Dallas devotees
who trained and inspired and tolerated
me. Now [ want to help organize and
make our efforts more effective.”

HAqUALOH [1Ud



Bali Maharaja Dasa

Kaustubha Dasa

Kaustubha Dasa joined ISKCON
in New York in 1987.

“I was twenty,” he says, “working
here and there after high school, and
not really doing much. I had always
believedin God, but my religious read-
ings always seemed to demand a great
leap of faith. Srila Prabhupada’s books
answered my questions in a logical
and consistent way. When [ studied
the devotees” way of life, [ understood
how one could practically apply the
philosophy.

“Alter my basic training I decided
to try distributing Srila Prabhupada’s
books,and I loved it. I liked the idea of
sharing with people what I found most
valuable. Distributing books gave me
unlimited opportunities to practice the
philosophy. Whatever sacrifices you
make, whether your time or effort, or
encountering harsh weather or people,
it’s easy to have the sense of doing
everything for Krsna.

“Although I now spend much of my
time training book distributors else-
where, the Dallas temple is my base.
During the fall and winter I travel with
other distributors to college campuses,
and in the summer we distribute at
music concerts. To me it’s constant fun
and adventure.

| tor, We want to see ISKCON

“At schools, we
find voung people
very receptive. They
no longer perceive
Hare Krsnaasacult.
Many students are
interested in Eastern
ideas and buy five or
six books at a time.
They're looking for
answers to questions
in life and not find-
ing them in school or
at home. They re not
willing to drop ev-
erything like young
peoplein the 60sand
70s, but they're ea-
ger Lo find out about
spiritual life.

“Since we visit the
same campuses and
concert arenas each
year, meeting past
customers is common. Their response
is overwhelmingly positive. They're
happy to see us again, and they ask
more questions and buy more boaoks.
Although the most interested people
wemeetaren tusuallyinclined tomove

role in our movement. We have to help
them find suitable ways to serve Krsna.

“I'm also involved in developing |

and teaching courses on book
distribution. The courses are
not simply about techniques
but deal with the values and
principles of a book distribu-

representatives well prepared
to handle all aspects of their
service. The course helps book
distributors better appreciate
their service, and it makes
them steadier and happier.
And that's important, be-
cause meeting a book distri-
butor is perhaps the most
common way for people to
meet [SKCON.”

Jayanti Devi Dasi
ISKCON's primary school
in Dallas began in 1972, and

although it has been through
some rough periods, it has
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| and like to set a good example for
into an asrama, they can play a large |

never stopped. Since 1985 the school ‘
hasbeen directed by Jayanti Dasi with |
help from her husband, Rupa-
nuga Dasa. Both hold degrees in
education. Theylove teaching the
children.

“In the early days the city scru-
tinized us to make sure we met
their codes.” says Jayanti. “Now
city authorities and local educa-
tors recognize and appreciate us as
a certified private school. Public-
school teachers often tell us that our
smaller student/teacherratioandless
restrictive curriculum requirements
give our students a big advantage.

“Our students range in age from
five to seventeen. Although we have
several classrooms, we sometimes use
the old one-room-schoolhouse tech-
niques from the pioneer days. The older
students help teach the younger ones,
and discussions on some subjects can
involve students ranging from grades
four to twelve. The younger students
are less intimidated by advanced sub-
jects because they see the older stu-
dents doing them. The older students
treat the younger ones affectionately

them. Everyone is quite used to the
system, and it works well,

“We use a combination of curri-
culums, including some public-school

esec] eleiegepy ey



“As is usually the case with
devotee children, their scores in
reading and writing are far
above average for their age. With
the curriculum we've selected,
our students are very strong
in math and the sciences as

well. Achievement tests show
that our students are above
the norm in every subject
area, many scoring above the
ninetieth percentile.
“For the past several years
we have accommodated all
the children of the devotees
who live in the immediate
temple vicinity. Now we plan
to focus on primary grades
and expand our school to
include children of our con-
eregational members as
well. Our good academic
track record has brought
alot of interest. All of our
students who have cho-
sen to go on to public
schools have graduated
with honors.
“Besides the regular
curriculum, our stu-
dents learn music, the-
ater.artsandcrafts,and
physical education.

We take the children

on field trips, includ-

ing a three-day camp-
ing trip at the end
of the term, which
they earn by good
grades, attendance,

and behavior,
“I love watch-
- ing the children
make discoveries.
I want the chil-

¥ dren to be able
to learn in a safe,

texts and some wonder-
ful home-schooling texts developed by
a Christian organization. The children
have two hours of scriptural classes
each day. Whenever possible, we use
Srila Prabhupada’s books for various

At the ISKCON Dallas primary
school (above), Jayantt Devi

v Dasi helps a student master her
writing skills.

studied Darwinism and creationism
using Srila Prabhupada’s Life Comes
from Life.

subjects. For example. last semester we |

Krsna conscious

| atmosphere in which they can thor-

oughly prepare themselves toserve and
remember Krsna throughout their
life. These children are our future.”

Kalakantha Dasa writes, runs a small
business, and oversees circulation for
Back to Godhead. He and his wife,
both disciples of Srila Prabhupada, live
with their two children in Gainesville,
Florida.
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MAHABHARATA

TEHE B TS T OF RO SO E G RAOESASTEEIR SN D10 A

Assembling
For the
‘Rajasuya Sacrifice

The leaders of the world arrive for a sacrifice
only a world emperor can perform.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana s telling the history of

the Pandavas to their great-grandson, King Jana-
mejaya. As the narration continues, the Pandava
Yudhisthira, now emperor of the world, prepares
to perform the great Rajasiiya sacrifice. [Abridged
from the original translation. |

because he protected the people, carefully

guarding the truth and destroying his en-
emies, all creatures were free to perform their own
duties. He took tribute in the right measure, and
because he consistently ruled in accord with reli-
gious principles, Parjanya (the demigod Indra,con-
troller of rain) sent rain as the people desired, and
they grew rich. All endeavors succeeded, especially
trade, agriculture, and cow protection, and all this
manifested by the king's good work.

Neither from robbers nor cheaters nor those
receiving royal gifts were false words ever heard
about the king. There was no drought, flood, epi-
demic, or heavy wind when the ever-righteous

j 7 UDHISTHIRA WAS A KING of virtue, and

| Yudhisthira was king. One by one the kings went to

him, with no other duties but to spontaneously
offer him tribute, to be near him, and to act for his
pleasure. With the accumulation of lawful wealth,
his store of riches grew so great that it could not
have been exhausted even in hundreds of years.
That king and lord of the earth, Kunti’s son, realiz-
ing the extent of his treasury and granary, set his
mind firmly on sacrifice.

All his dear friends, individually and as a group,
said to him, “O mighty one, it is your time to offer
sacrifice. Let it now be properly executed here.”

As they spoke in this way Lord Krsna arrived,
that primeval sage, the Soul of the Vedas and of all
knowledge, He who is the object of vision for those
who know and realize the truth. Of all moving and
unmoving beings, Lord Krsna is the best, for He is
the generating source and the destruction of the
world, the master of all that has existed, will exist,
and exists at present. He is Lord Kesava, who as a
child slew the demon Kesi. He is the bulwark of all
the Vrsnis,and in times of danger He gives fearless-

Illustration by Puskara Dasa
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King Yudhisthira’s great sacrifice begins.



The Main (haracters

The Pandavas—Though the name Pandava means “son of Pandu.” the
five Pandavas were sired by demigods—the three eldest Pandavas
(Yudhisthira, Bhima, and Arjuna) in the womb of King Pandu’s wife
Kuntt, and the youngest (the twins, Nakula and Sahadeva) in the womb
of Pandu’s wife Madri. The Pandavas are sometimes called “Bharata”
or “best of the Bharatas,” because they come in the dynasty of King

Bharata.

The Kurus—The sons of both Pandu and Dhrtarastra (the uncle of the
Pandavas who because ol blindness could not become the king ) descend-
ed from King Kuru, but the name Kurus usually refers to Dhrtarastra’s
sons, the eldest of whom is Duryodhana.

Bhisma—A respected elder of the Kuru dynasty, he is the uncle of

Dhrtarastra, Pandu, and Vidura.

nessanddestroysthe enemy. After Lord
Krsna had approached His father,
Vasudeva, and entrusted him with the
command of Hisarmy. that tigeramong
men, Krsna, had taken a mass of varie-
gated wealth for Yudhisthira and come
there surrounded by a vast military
force.

The Lord announced that He had
brought an unlimited mass of wealth in

the form of an inexhaustible ocean of

gems, and then with the sound of roll-
ing chariots He entered that excellent
city like the sun appearing in a sunless
sky or the wind in a windless land.
When Krsna arrived, the Bharata
city rejoiced. With great delight King
Yudhisthira came forward to greet and
honor Him in accordance with custom
and to ask all about His welfare.
When Krsna had been comfortably
seated. King Yudhisthira, that bull of a
man, together with Dhaumya, Dvaipa-
yana Vyasa, and other priests, and also
with his brothers Bhima, Arjuna, and
the twins, said to Krsna: It is by Your
doing, O son of Vrsni. that the whole
world is now under my control, and by
Your mercy much wealth has been col-
lected. O son of Devaki, O Madhava, [
truly want toengage all that I possessin
the fire of sacrifice, giving it to the best
of the twice-born brahmanas. O mighty-
armed Dasarha, I thus desire to offer a
sacrifice together with You and my
younger brothers. Kindly permit me. O
Govinda, O mighty-armed Lord, ini-

tiate Yoursell into the rite, for when
You have performed the sacrifice |
shall certainly become free of sin. Or
if You like, almighty one. give me and
my younger brothers permission, and
then with Your consent, Krsna, I shall
complete this ultimate sacrifice.”

After extensively praising all the
king’s good qualities, Lord Krsna re-
plied, O tiger of a King, you alone are
a worthy emperor. You should com-
plete the great sacrifice, for when you
complete it We shall have fulfilled Our
duty. Offer this sacrifice you so much
desire, now that I am here to help you.
And please engage Me, for I shall
execute your every command.”

King Yudhisthirasaid, “Dear Krsna,
my decision is now successful and
my perfection assured, for You, Hrsi-
kesa, are here with us, as we so much
desired.”

Thus with Krsna’s permission and
the help of his brothers, the Pandava
Yudhisthira arranged to perform the
Rajastya sacrifice.

King Yudhisthira, who could crush
his enemies, then commanded Saha-
deva, the best of fighters, and all the
royal ministers: “Let men gather up
and bring all the sacrificial instruments
the brahmanas prescribe for this cer-
emony, along with the paraphernalia
and all the auspicious items. And let
them bring all the sacrificial ingredi-
ents for this supreme rite as soon as the
royal priest Dhaumya calls for them.
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The men must supply everything in the
proper sequence and as required. As a
special favor to me, let Indrasena,
ViSoka,and Arjuna’s charioteer, Paru,
bring grains and other foodstuffs. Most
noble Kuru, all desirable things filled
with flavor and fragrance, charming to
the mind, and pleasing to the heart
should be arranged for the twice-born
brahmanas.”

No sooner had those words been
uttered than Sahadeva. the bestof fight-
ers, informed the great-souled king of
virtue that everything was as good as
done.

EXALTED PRIESTS

O king, Dvaipayana Vyasa then
brought together the royal priests of
sacrifice—all exalted souls and twice-
born brahimanas—and it seemed as il
he were assembling the Vedas in per-
son. That son of Satyavati became
Yudhisthira’s brafuma priest,and Susa-
ma, the best of the Dhananjayas, be-
came the sama-ga priest |and chanted
the Sama Veda]. The superlative
brahmananamed Yajnavalkyabecame
anexcellentadhvaryu priest,and Vasu’s
son Paila became the hota priest,
along with |the Pandavas’ royal priest]
Dhaumya.

O bull of the Bharatas, all the dis-
ciples and sons of these priests were
also masters of the Vedas and the
Vedic supplements, and these disciples
and sons also formed groups of sacri-
ficing priests. All these priests, having
arranged for the chanting of prayers
for an auspicious and happy occasion,
began the rule of rite, as stated in the
authoritative books, and thus they
undertook that great sacrifice to God.

Authorized craltsmen had built shel-
ters and resting places for the guests—
vast bejeweled mansions like those of
the residents of heaven.

Then the king, who was the best of
kings and the noblest Kuru,ordered his
minister Sahadeva,“You must quickly
send swift messengers to convey the
invitations.”

Upon hearing the king’s word, Saha-
deva sent off the messengers, saying,
“You should all go to the various king-
doms and invite the brahmanas and
also the rulers of the earth, along with

(please turn to page 55)
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

m An estimated half a million people attended
the three-day celebration of Janmastami (Lord
Krsna's appearance anniversary) at Hare Krishna Land,
Juhu (Mumbai), last August. Prominent entertainers
peforming for Lord Krsna’s pleasure included Jagjit
Singh, Hema Malini, Anup Jalota, Hariprasad Chaurasia,
and Shiv Kumar Sharma.

Congregation members prepared and distributed
16,000 kg (17.6 tons) of Krsna-prasadam during the
festival.

An ISKCON temple is under construction in Gadeigiri,
Orissa, the birthplace of His Holiness Gour Govinda
Swami, an ISKCON leader and spiritual master who
departed this world in 1996. The temple is scheduled to
open early this year.

E A
The new temple in Orissa.

N ﬂl'th Ameri(a Mayo_r Mar_c Morl‘zfl g(leflde(l the
Janmastami celebration at the

New Orleans temple. After respectfully viewing the
Deities, the mayor gave a short address, expressing
appreciation for the spiritual atmosphere of the temple

and encouraging the devotees to continue their good

| work in the city.

Devotees held a Rathayatra (“Festival of the Chariots™)
in Seattle, Washington, last September.

Deities of Radha-Krsna were installed in the Phoenix,
Arizona, Hare Krsna temple last August during a three-
day festival.

Krsna conscious art at Southern llinois University.

The University Museum at Southern Illinois University,
Carbondale, presented a show of artwork last summer
titled “Retrospective: 10 Years,” featuring the art of
Loetitia S. Lilot, also known as Saradiya Dasi, an carly
disciple of Srila Prabhupada’s. Running for six weeks, the
43-piece exhibit included portraits, Krsna's pastimes.
statements on animal rights. and other subjects. Sarﬂdiy{l's
paintings have appeared in Back to Godhead and publica-
tions of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.

More than a hundred people have taken part in ISKCON
Houston’s adult education program since its inception in

To get much of our news, Back to Godhead teams up with Hare Krishna World, the newspaper of the Hare Krishna movement.
To subscribe to Hare Krishna World, see page 52.
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Members of ISKCON Houston's adult education program.

September 1997. The school offers several courses leading |
to the Bhakti Sastri Certificate and has programs for chil- |
dren as part of the temple’s Sunday School curriculum.

Guest speakers at the annual convention of the Religious
Newswriters Association included ISKCON’s Bhakti
Tirtha Swami. The association was formed in 1949 to
advance the professional standards of religious reporting
in the secular press. It is primarily composed of religion
editors for the major print and broadcast media in
America. The 1998 convention was held in Atlanta,
Georgia, in September.

In August, Bhakti Tirtha Swami was a guest speaker at
the annual conference of the National Medical Associa-
tion, held in New Orleans.

ISKCON Vancouver held its twenty-fourth annual Ratha-
vatra last August. About ten thousand people took part.

Vancouver Rathayatra

Ireland An ISKCON temple recently opened in

Cork, Ireland. The temple is five minutes
from the center of Cork, population 150,000.
ISKCON?’s float won first prize last

UmtEd Kquom September in the Stanmore Parade

(North London) with a beautiful swan float bearing the

Deities of Sri Sri Nitai-Gaurasundara (Caitanya and

Nityananda), pulled by the oxen Jai and Burfi. The swan was

equipped with moving wings.
N?W l?ﬂl and Dc?’(ll‘l:Al‘:S :ill New Yars!laﬂ F:?rm he_iq
their first fire sacrifice in their nearly
completed temple on Radhasthami. the appearance day
of Srimati Radharani, last August. The two-story octagonal
temple sits on the highest point on the ninety-acre farm,
overlooking an estuary of Waitemata Harbor.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra England

Padayatra England found a warm welcome at the Herts-
fordshire summer carnival, winning a prize for their oxen-
drawn float. It was the Hertsfordshire Council that had tried
to close the Bhaktivedanta Manor, located near the upscale
village. After years of appeals, ISKCON won the right to
continue holding festivals at Bhaktivedanta Manor.

Padayatra Europe

Sixty devotees took part last July in a ten-day Padayatra
(“walking festival”) from Rotterdam to Amsterdam, The
Netherlands.

Padayatra in The Netherlands
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ACTIONS
AND REACTIONS

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching His
mother, Devahiiti, about Sarikhya, the analytical study of all
existence. As the Stimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord Kapila
describes the punishment after death for people who earn
their livelihood by illegal means.

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 30
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ekah prapadyate dhvanta
hitvedar sva-kalevaram

kusaletara-patheyo
bhiita-drohena vad bhytam

ekahi—alone; prapadyate—he enters; dhvantam—darkness;
hitva—alter quitting: idam—this; sva—nhis; kalevaram—
body: kusala-itara—sin; patheyah—his passage money;
bhiita—to other living entities; drohena—>by injury; yvar—
which body; bhrtarm—was maintained.

He goes alone to the darkest regions of hell after quitting
the present body, and the money he acquired by envying
other living entities is the passage money with which he
leaves this world.

isenjoyed by many members of the family. but he alone goes
to hell. A person who enjoys life by earning money or by
envying another’s life, and who enjoys with family and
friends, will have to enjoy alone the resultant sinful reactions
accrued from such violent and illicit life. For example, if
a man secures some money by killing someone and with

| that money maintains his family, those who enjoy the black
| money earned by him are also partially responsible and

PURPORT: When a man carns money by unfair means and ‘

maintains his family and himself with that money, the money

are also sent to hell, but he who is the leader is especially
punished. The result of material enjoyment is that one takes
with him the sinful reaction only, and not the money. The
money he earned is left in this world, and he takes only the
reaction.

[n this world also, if a person acquires some money by
murdering someone, the family is not hanged, although
its members are sinfully contaminated. But the man who
commits the murder and maintains his family is himsell
hanged as a murderer. The direct offender is more respon-
sible for sinful activities than the indirect enjoyer. The great
learned scholar Canakya Pandita says, therefore, that
whatever one has in his possession had better be spent for
the cause of sat, or the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
because one cannot take his possessions with him. They
remain here,and they will be lost. Either we leave the money
or the money leaves us, but we will be separated. The best
use of money aslong asitis within our possession is to spend
it to acquire Krsna consciousness.

32 AR @ e f@ g |
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daivenasaditam tasya
Samalar niraye puman

bhunkte kutumba-posasya
hrta-vitta ivaturah

daivena—Dby the arrangement of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead; asaditam—obtained: tasya—nhis; samalam—
sinful reaction: niraye—in a hellish condition; puman—the
man; bhunikie—undergoes: kutumba-posasya—ol main-
taining a family: hrta-vittahi—one whose wealth is lost; iva—
like: aturah—suffering.

Thus, by the arrangement of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the maintainer of kinsmen is put into a hellish
condition to suffer for his sinful activities, like a man who has
lost his wealth.

PURPORT: The example set herein is that the sinful person
suffers just like a man who has lost his wealth. The human
form of body is achieved by the conditioned soul after many.
many births and is a very valuable asset. Instead of utilizing
this life to get liberation, if one uses it simply for the purpose
of maintaining his so-called family and therefore performs
foolish and unauthorized action, he is compared to a man
who has lost his wealth and who, upon losing it, laments.
When wealth is lost. there is no use lamenting, but as long as
there is wealth, one has to utilize it properly and thereby
gain eternal profit. It may be argued that when a man leaves
his money earned by sinful activities, he also leaves his sinful
activitics here with his money. But itis especially mentioned
herein that by superior arrangement (daivendasaditam).
although the man leaves behind him his sinfully earned
money, he carries the effect of it. When a man steals some
money, if he is caught and agrees to return it, he is not [reed
from the criminal punishment. By the law of the state, even
though he returns the money, he has to undergo the
punishment. Similarly, the money earned by a criminal
process may be left by the man when dying, but by superior
arrangement he carries with him the effect, and therefore he
has to suffer hellish life.
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kevalena hy adharmena
kutumba-bharanotsukah

vati jivo ‘ndha-tamisram
caramari tamasah padam

kevalena—simply; hi—certainly: adharmena—Dbyirreligious
activities; kuumba—{family; bharana—to maintain; ufsu-
kah —eager: yati—goes; jivah—a person: andha-tamisram
—to Andha-tamisra; caramam—ultimate; famasah—of
darkness: padam—region.

Therefore a person who is very eager to maintain his fami-
ly and kinsmen simply by black methods certainly goes
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to the darkest region of hell, which is known as Andha-
tamisra.

PURPORT: Three words in this verse are very significant.
Kevalenameans“only by black methods,” adharmena means
“unrighteous”or“irreligious,” and kutumba-bharana means
“family maintenance.” Maintaining one’s family is certainly
the duty of a householder, but one should be eager to earn
his livelihood by the prescribed method. as stated in the
scriptures. In Bhagavad-gitaitis described that the Lord has
divided the social system into four classifications of castes,
or varnas, according to quality and work. Apart from
Bhagavad-gita, in every society a man is known according to
his quality and work. For example, when a manis constructing
wooden furniture, he is called a carpenter, and a man who
works withan anvilandironis called a blacksmith. Similarly,
a man who is engaged in the medical or engineering fields
has a particular duty and designation. All these human
activities have been divided by the Supreme Lord into four
varnas, namely brahmana, ksairiva, vaisya, and sadra. In
Bhagavad-gita and in other Vedic literatures, the specific
duties of the brahmana, ksatriva, vaisya, and Sidra are
mentioned.

One should work honestly according to his qualification.
He should not earn his livelihood unfairly, by means for
which he is not qualified. If a brahmana who works as a
priest so that he may enlighten his followers with the
spiritual way of life is not qualified as a priest, then he is
cheating the public. One should not earn by such unfair
means. The same is applicable to a ksatriya or to a vaisya. It
isespecially mentioned that the means of livelihood of those
who are trying to advance in Krsna consciousness must be
very fair and uncomplicated. Here it is mentioned that he
who earns his livelihood by unfair means (kevalena) is sent
to the darkest hellish region. Otherwise. if one maintains his
family by prescribed methods and honest means. there isno
objection to one’s being a family man.
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adhastan nara-lokasya
yavaitr yatanadayah

kramasah samanutkramya
punar atravrajec chucih

adhastat—f{rom below: nara-lokasya—human birth: yavarih
—as many: yatana—punishments: adayafi—and so on;:
kramasah—in aregular order:samanukramya—having gone
through: punah—again; atra—here. on this earth: avrajet
he may return; sucili—pure.

Having gone through all the miserable, hellish conditions
and having passed in a regular order through the lowest
forms of animal life prior to human birth, and having thus
been purged of his sins, one is reborn again as a human being
on this earth.
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PURPORT: Just as a prisoner, who has undergone trouble-
some prison life,is set free again, the person who has always
engaged in impious and mischievous activities is put into
hellish conditions, and when he has undergone different
hellish lives, namely those of lower animals like cats, dogs.
and hogs, by the gradual process of evolution he again
comes back as a human being. In Bhagavad-gita it is stated
that even though a person engaged in the practice of the
voga system may not finish perfectly and may fall down
for some reason or other, his next life as a human being
is guaranteed. It is stated that such a person. who has fal-
len from the path of yoga practice, is given a chance in his
next life to take birth in a very rich family or in a very pious
family. It is interpreted that “rich family™ refers to a big
mercantile family because generally people who engage in
trades and mercantile business are very rich. One who
engaged in the process of self-realization, or connecting
with the Supreme Absolute Truth, but fell short is allowed
to take birth in such a rich family. or he is allowed to take
birth in the family of pious brahmanas; either way, he is
guaranteed to appear in human society in his next life. It
can be concluded that if someone is not willing to enter
into hellish life, as in Tamisra or Andha-tamisra, then he
must take to the process of Krsna consciousness. which is
the first-class yoga system. because even il one is unable
to attain complete Krspa consciousness in this life. he is
guaranteed at least to take his next birth in a human family.
He cannot be sent into a hellish condition. Krsna con-
sciousness is the purest life, and it protects all human beings
from gliding down to hell to take birth in a family of dogs
or hogs.

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 31
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Sri-bhagavan uvaca
karmana daiva-netrena

jantur dehopapattaye
strivah pravista udaram

pumnso retah-kanasrayvah

sri-bhagavan uvaca—the Supreme Personality of Godhead
said; karmana—Dby the result of work: daiva-netrena—under
the supervision of the Lord; jantuh—the living entity: deha
a body: upapattaye—for obtaining; striyah—of a woman:
pravistah—enters: udaram—the womb: puritsali—of aman;
retah—of semen; kana—a particle; asravali—dwelling in.

The Personality of Godhead said: Under the supervision of
the Supreme Lord and according to the result of his work,
the living entity, the soul, is made to enter into the womb of
a woman through the particle of male semen to assume a
particular type of body.

PURPORT: As stated in the last chapter, after suffering
different kinds of hellish conditions, a man comes again to
the human form of body. The same topic is continued in this
chapter. In order to give a particular type of human form to
a person who has already suffered hellish life, the soul is
transferred to the semen of a man who is just suitable to
become his father. During sexual intercourse, the soul is
transferred through the semen of the father into the mother’s
womb in order to produce a particular type ol body. This
process is applicable to all embodied living entities, but it is
especially mentioned for the man who was transferred to
the Andha-tamisra hell. After suffering there, when he who
has had many types of hellish bodies, like those of dogs and
hogs, is to come again to the human form, he is given the
chance to take his birth in the same type of body from which
he degraded himself to hell.

Everything is done by the supervision ol the Supreme
personality of Godhead. Material nature supplies the body.
but it does so under the direction of the Supersoul. It is said
in Bhagavad-gira that a living entity is wandering in this
material world on a chariot made by material nature. The
Supreme Lord, as Supersoul. is always present with the
individual soul. He directs material nature to supply a
particular type of body to the individual soul according to
the result of his work, and the material nature supplies it.
Here one word, retahi-kanasrayah, is very significant because
itindicates thatitis not the semen of the man that creates life
within the womb of a woman; rather. the living entity, the
soul, takes shelter in a particle of semen and is then pushed
into the womb of a woman. Then the body develops. There
is no possibility of creating a living entity without the
presence of the soul simply by sexual intercourse. The
materialistic theory that there is no soul and that a child 1s
born simply by material combination of the sperm and
ovum is not very feasible. It is unacceptable.
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kalalam tv eka-ratrena
paiica-ratrena budbudam
dasahena tu karkandhiih
pesy andar va tatah param

kalalam—mixing of the sperm and ovum; fii—then; eka-
ratrena—on the first night: pasica-rairena—>by the fifth night;
budbudam—a bubble; dasa-ahena—in ten days: fu—then;
karkandhith—like a plum: pesi—a lump of flesh; andam—
an egg; va—or; tatali—thence; param—afterwards.

On the first night, the sperm and ovum mix, and on the fifth
night the mixture ferments into a bubble. On the tenth night
it developsinto aform like a plum, and after that, it gradually
turns into a lump of flesh or an egg, as the case may be.

PURPORT: The body of the soul develops in four different
ways according to its different sources. One kind of body.
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that of the trees and plants, sprouts from the carth; the
second kind of body grows from perspiration, as with {lies,
germs and bugs: the third kind of body develops [rom eggs:
and the fourth develops from an embryo. This verse indicates
that after emulsification of the ovum and sperm, the body
gradually develops either into a lump of flesh or into an egg.
as the case may be. In the case of birds it develops into an
egg.and in the case of animals and human beings it develops
into a lump of flesh.
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masena tu siro dvabhydar
bahv-anghry-ady-anga-vigrahah

nakha-lomasthi-carmani
linga-cchidrodbhavas tribhih

masena—within amonth: fie—then; sirah—ahead; dvabhyam

-in two months; bahu—arms; anghri—feet; adi—and so
on; anga—limbs; vigrahah—form:; nakha—nails; loma—
body hair; asthi—bones: carmani—and skin; linga—organ
of generation; chidra—apertures; udbhavah—appearance;
tribhih—within three months.

In the course of a month, a head is formed, and at the end of

two months the hands, feet, and other limbs take shape. By
the end of three months, the nails, fingers, toes, body hair,
bones, and skin appear, as do the organ of generation and
the other apertures in the body, namely the eyes, nostrils,
ears, mouth, and anus.

4 wgfitaiea: aw safl gee |
s fa: 34 Awaf gfRmi vl

caturbhir dharavah sapia
paiicabhih ksui-trd-udbhavah
sadbhir jarayuna vitah
kulsau bhramyati daksine

caturbhifi—within four months; dhatavah—ingredients;
sapta—seven; paiicabhifi—within five months; ksut-trt—of
hunger and thirst; udbhavah—appearance: sadbhihi—within
six months; jarayund—by the amnion; vitah—enclosed;
kuksau—in the abdomen; bhramyati—moves; daksine—on
the right side.

Within four months from the date of conception, the seven
essential ingredients of the body, namely chyle, blood, flesh,
fat, bone, marrow, and semen, come into existence. At the
end of five months, hunger and thirst make themselves felt,
and at the end of six months, the fetus, enclosed by the
amnion, begins to move on the right side of the abdomen.
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PURPORT: When the body of the child is completely formed
at the end of six months, the child, il he is male, begins to
move on the right side, and if female, she tries to move on
the left side.
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matur jagdhanna-panadyair
edhad-dhatur asammate
Sete vin-miutrayor garie
sa jantur jantu-sambhave

matuh—of the mother: jagdha—~taken; anna-pana—>by the
food and drink; adyaih—and so on; edhat—increasing; dha-
tuhi—the ingredients of his body; asammate—abominable;
sete—remains; vit-mitrayoh—of stools and urine: garte—
in a hollow; sah—that; jantuh—fetus: jantu—of worms;
sambhave—the breeding place

Deriving its nutrition from the food and drink taken by the
mother, the fetus grows and remains in that abominable
residence of stools and urine, which is the breeding place
of all kinds of worms.

PURPORT: In the Markandeva Purana it is said that in the
intestine of the mother the umbilical cord, which is known
as apydyani, joins the mother to the abdomen of the child,
and through this passage the child within the womb accepts
the mother’s assimilated foodstuff. In this way the child is
fed by the mother’s intestine within the womb and grows
from day to day. The statement of the Markandeva Purana
about the child’s situation within the womb is exactly cor-
1'()bm‘nled by modern medical science, and thus the authority
of the Purdanas cannot be disproved, as is sometimes
attempted by the Mayavadi philosophers.
Since the child depends completely on the assimilated
foodstuff of the mother, during pregnancy there are
restrictions on the food taken by the mother. Too much
salt, chili, onion, and similar food is forbidden for the preg-
nant mother because the child’s body is too delicate and new
for him to tolerate such pungent food. Restrictions and
precautions to be taken by the pregnant mother, as
enunciated in the smyii scriptures of Vedic literature, are
very useful. We can understand from the Vedic literature
how much care is taken to beget a nice child in society.
The garbhadhana ceremony before sexual intercourse
ras compulsory for persons in the higher grades of society,
and it is very scientific. Other processes recommended in
the Vedic literature during pregnancy are also very impor-
tant. To take care of the child is the primary duty of the
parents because il such care is taken, society will be filled
with good population to maintain the peace and prosperity
of the society, country, and human race.
(continued in the next issue)
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RE YOU READY to hear about a
miracle? Don’tworry,I won’tbore
you with yet another story about
some pseudo-miracle-worker.
Thisstoryisaboutaseventy-nine-
year-old woman completely set in her ways who,
at the most difficult time of death. had a change
of heart that brought her from the brink of terror
to tears of joy.

The woman was my mother. Born Nadine
Alma Eastlack, she was conservative to the ex-
treme. Her early life read like a chapter from
John Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath. Her family
narrowly escaped the dust bowl by migrating
from Grinnell, Kansas, to the *Promised Land”
of Southern California, landing in the fire of the
Great Depression. Afterstruggling to put herself
through college and marrying a minor war hero,
Leslie Waldo Beck, she attained middle-class
status.

While raising me, their only child, in the nor-
thern California town of Oroville, my parents
both worked—he as a parts manager of a local
car dealership,andshe as a high school teacher of
sewing, cooking, and home economics. My par-
ents watched with pride as their only son ex-
celled in music, scholarship, and athletics,
achieving numerous awards culminating in the
“Young Man of the Year Award” for the class of
1964 at Oroville High. After high school, I at-
tended UCLA, graduating with honors in 1968
and landing my first job as assistant to the studio
manager at Columbia Pictures. About a year
later,however,shortly after sweeping my mother
off her feet with a whirlwind tour of the studio, I
left that promising career, disillusioned with the
superficiality of the Hollywood scene.

“My creative urges aren’t being fulfilled,” I
thought, so I packed up and moved north to San
Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury district to pursue a
career as a professional musician.

A Radieal Ol g

After a year of grueling practice sessions,
success emerged: I was part of a jazz-rock en-
semble that toured the Bay Area with popular
groups such as Boz Skaggs. Unfortunately, along
with that so-called success reappeared the same
falsities I had become disgusted with in Holly-
wood,onlyinadifferentdress: intoxicated people
fighting over money, women, and power.

I began to withdraw from the mainstream of

social life to study philosophies, religions, and
methods of self-improvement. After a string of
events too coincidental to be accidental and far
too lengthy to describe here, I came face to face
with my spiritual master, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. By his mercy
I began to realize what I had actually been miss-
ing: God consciousness. Imagine the reaction of
my small-town-northern-California parents when
I announced I had joined the Hare Krsnas to
dedicate myself to spiritual life. They disowned
me. [ wasn’t even allowed in their house. That
was 1972,

I had always been closer to my mother than
my father, and so for years, despite having been
disowned. I wrote frequent letters to her, trying
to keep our relationship alive. Finally I resigned
myself to the occasional letter, mainly about the
weather—she had taught me not to talk about
politics or religion if [ wanted to be happy. I gave
up hope that her attitude toward my newfound
way of life would ever change. I would simply
keep her informed about my frequent travels.

A glimmer of hope came in 1977. [ was on my
way to India tojoin Srila Prabhupada just before
he passed away,and [ needed my birth certificate
to secure a passport. As [ hurried to make a flight
out of New York, my mother agreed to drive
eighty miles to bring my birth certificate to me at
the Sacramento airport. I thought she might be
having a change of heart, since she'd gone out of
her way to help me, but that brief encounter
ended on a sour note—an argument about the
value of worshiping the form of God through a
living spiritual master. A devout Methodist, she
genuinely thought I had sold my soul to Satan.

HE NEXTTIME I saw my mother
wasin 1981 when I went tosee my
father just two days before he
passed away. She had withheld
news of his condition until near
the end, not wanting to be responsible for a pos-
sible premature death my suddenly showing up
might cause. Only on my insistence did she reluc-
tantly give me permission to come home. The
resultant reunion, during which my father not
only acknowledged my existence but expressed
in his own way appreciation for what [ was doing
(“Hey,I hear you've become a big shot™).left my
mother standing in the corner with her mouth
gaping. After that the tone of our letters became
slightly more familiar. I kept her more closely




informed of what I was doing, but she still refused
to talk about my life’s mission. Our relationship
remained distant.

In the spring of 1995, having seen my mother
only once, briefly, in fourteen years, [ was living
in Bombay when I heard from a friend that my
mother was feeling neglected. She had men-
tioned that [ wasn’t writing. That seemed odd to
me since we had been corresponding regularly
for years. Still, in response to that news 1 called
her and promised to visit her the following
November.
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On October 7 I received a phone call. My
mother had lost consciousness and had been
found by friends two days later and taken to the
hospital. She had been living alone since my
father had passed away, but she had always
seemed strong and fearless, at least from a dis-
tance. In her letters, she had never indicated
having any problems, except for a persistent
backache. had never seen her weep or show any
intense emotion. This was perhaps the first major
health crisis in her life.

When I called from Bombay to her hospital
room, she had to think before she could remem-
ber me. After some coaxing she recalled that she
had ason and that he lived in India. Her power of
recall returned somewhat with the sound of my
voice, and she felt less anxious. | promised to be
with her as soon as possible, which proved to be
ten days later.

As soon as [ walked into the hospital room,
Mom motioned me to her. Embracing me, with
tears in her eyes, the first I'd ever seen, she said,
“Please forgive me for being so closed-minded.”

Feeling ashamed, I begged her forgiveness
fornot being with her when she had most needed
her only child. After two all-day visits, during
which her condition improved dramatically, the
hospital staff decided she would do better at
home with me.

For two weeks I took care of the household
chores and visited with my mother while a home-
care staff from the hospital helped her get back
on herfeet. There were no signs of stroke or heart
attack.The doctors concluded thatshe had fainted
from malnutrition and dehydration. That in itself
was amazing to me, since she was a retired cook-
ing teacher and nutrition expert. The doctors
saidshe wasin the beginning stages of Alzheimer’s
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disease. [t was no wonder she couldn’t remember
receiving my letters.

My mother and I had long talks about time,
old age, and God. Her Christian faith seemed
strong. Despite lapses of short-term memory,
when we talked of spiritual issues she was lucid.
She rose every morning, even when in pain, and
read the Bible with astudy guide from her church.
She had always been an avid reader. but she
mostly read magazines and novels. I tried to
convince her to read the devotional books she
had accumulated. I also tried to explain to her
that the discomfort she was feeling from being
withdrawn from the world was meant to encour-
age her to turn inward, to develop her internal,
spiritual relationship with God.

As we spoke, she felt comforted and admit-
ted she was feeling more favorable to what [ was
doing. She even admitted to having put me back
into her living trust, although she had hesitated,
not wanting to contribute anything, even indi-
rectly, to the Krsnas. We had long since agreed to
disagree, so there was no question of my trying to
convince her about Krsna consciousness. But at
least we were becoming closer again. The experi-
ence | had gained from twenty-three years of
teaching and counseling others about spiritual
life was paying off in an intensely personal way.
She soon even insisted, strongly, that I return to
India to continue my life’s course, which she
didn’t want to interrupt.

SIWASTO REALIZE more clear-
Iy over the next two years, one of
my mother’s prominent charac-
teristics was her intense aversion
] to giving anyone trouble or tak-
ing service from anyone, including her only son.
An ascetic in her own way, she had grown to
love living alone. And although she was shaken
by the two-day complete memory loss, which
had left her weak short-term memory even
weaker, her determination to stay independent
was unshakeable.
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Reluctantly I returned to Bombay, carrying
my mother’s promise that I could come soon for
another visit. I now found myself in a dilemma.
For more than twenty years my life had been
dedicated to the mission of my spiritual master.
I was in a renounced position, wearing saffron




cloth, living in India as a monk detached from
family responsibilities. [ had administrative and
teaching duties in one of our society’s largest
temples,aservice that demanded full dedication,
apparently ruling out frequent trips to the West
to help my mother. And by choice I had no
accumulated wealth or steady income.

FTER PRAYING to Srila Prabhu-
pada for guidance, consulting my
senior Godbrothers, and think-
ing deeply on the situation, I con-
I=—=—=———=1 cluded that I had to do whatever
was needed to help my mother, despite herstrong
opposing will. Not only was it my God-given,
scriptural duty to assist my helpless mother. and
not only was [ probably the only one who could
do it. but the performance of this duty would
purify my heart, making me a more honest per-
son. Later [ would realize the potency created by
taking the trouble to fully care for someone and
by setting an example for others to follow.

I phoned my mother regularly from Bombay.
During those conversations it became clear she
was in an intense state of denial. She feared she
was losing her independence. In that anxiety,
considering me a possible threat, she began to
subtly discourage me from coming by repeatedly
reminding me how much she was enjoying being
alone. Luckily, her explicit letter asking me not
to come arrived in Bombay while I was on my
next flight to Oroville, in January 1996.
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There she was, sitting on her spot on the
couch, surrounded by stacks of opened and un-
opened mail, looking helpless. Her credit card
had expired, and she had received notices for
unpaid utility bills. Normally an extraordinarily
organized and tidy person, she tried to explain
the situation away by insisting she had thought I
was coming the next day and was sorting things
that needed to be thrown away. But when I found
the refrigerator empty. she could no longer hide
that she needed help.

I began to organize her affairs, arranging
automatic payments, establishing relationships
with her banker, lawyer, doctor, and the local
merchants with whom she shopped. 1 cooked for
her and arranged for meals to be delivered when
I wasn't present. In between expressions of self-
pity and anger, she regularly broke down in tears

of love in appreciation for what [ was doing.

This time I brought my worshipful Deity,
Giri-Govardhana, a small piece of Govardhana
Hill. (Krsna had lifted Govardhana like an um-
brella to protect the residents of His village from
a devastating rainstorm. Learned authorities ac-
cept Giri-Govardhana as spiritually the same as
Krsna Himself.) The morning procedures I fol-
lowed were elaborate compared to any religious
service my mother had seen. At first she was
suspicious and skeptical. She thought the para-
phernalia was material and vou couldn’t worship
God with material things. [ explained that every-
thing belongs to God and should be offered to
Him with love and devotion. After a few days her
tone changed slightly.

“You certainly go to a lot of trouble to do
that every morning, don’t you?” she said.

“Well,” I replied. “I'm serving God: don’t
you think I should take some trouble?”

Shortly after that, while passing by she asked,
“Need any help with the dishes?”

Her devotional service had begun.
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During the next year and a half [ made four
more visits to Oroville from Bombay. During
that time a childhood classmate of mine (since
kindergarten), Jean Mather, who was also my
mother’s ex-student. began to take serious inter-
est in what I was doing. Apparently my presence
was creating somewhat of a sensation around
town.Jean, appreciating my answers to her ques-
tions, arranged programs in her home and lec-
tures in a comparative religion class at a local
college.

Among the professionals [ was dealing with,
some became impressed that [ wascoming all the
way from Bombay just to help my mother. Jackie
Pogue, my mother’s banker, was especially help-
ful in reacquainting me with a financial system I
hadn’t used in the eighteen years [ had been
living outside the country. She extended herself
in special ways, even visiting my mother at home
to make sure her accounts were in order.

I didn’t preach to anyone. I just tried to be as
friendly, conscientious, and caring as I could, but
in my normal attire as a devotee of Krsna. And
the local people responded. As they became
accustomed toseeing me doing everyday chores.
whatever resistance the conservative residents
of that small northern-California town had to an



orange-clad, shaven-headed Hare Krsna monk
with stripes on his forehead melted away, and 1
found mysell mostly absorbed in explaining
Krsna consciousness wherever I went. A group
of interested people began meeting once a week
to hear seriously about Krsna consciousness.

[ promised my mother that whatever adjust-
ments Lo her life we were making together were
simply meant to keep her at home. She had saved
enough for professional care, if required, but was
adamant about not going into a nursing home.
Neither did she want to become bedridden. But
with each visit, | watched her slowly deteriorate.
And yet at the same time | also witnessed an
intensely powerful effort on her part to stay
regulated and active against tremendous odds.
She began to feel secure as she saw for herself
that I was simply trying to help her execute her
ownwill, and ourrelationship flourished. I learned
to appreciate more deeply the value of her asso-
ciation, especially in my formative years when
she had instilled within me values that later
enabled me to take spiritual life seriously.

HENEVER [ WAS back in Bom-
bay. I kept in touch with Jean to
monitor the situation. On April
14, 1997, she informed me by e-
mail that she had discovered that
my mother had been bleeding for “who knows
how long.” Mom had been afraid of going to the
doctor, thinking he would put her into the hospi-
tal. So Jean had taken her to her doctor, and the
preliminary report wasn’t good. There appeared
to be a growth in her uterus, but the condition of
the mass had to be analyzed. I decided to be with
her when she went back to the doctor.

[ arrived on April 17 and the next day took
my mother to receive the results of her tests. Sure
enough, she had a huge malignant tumor. Ane-
mic from loss of blood, she was weak and under-
weight, since the tumor had been taking most of
her energy. Still, my mother’s reaction was con-
sistent with her character. She refused to submit
to any treatment. She declared in no uncertain
terms that she wanted nature to take its course.
Even if she had requested treatment, Dr. Joy
admitted that he could not in good conscience
prescribe the necessary treatment for such a
large growth unless her anemia could be cor-
rected and she gained some weight and strength;
otherwise, any treatment could be fatal. He was
forced by his oath to reveal to us that she was
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terminally ill, with probably no more than one
year to live.

The next day my mother couldn’t remem-
ber having had the appointment, what to speak
of the diagnosis. For more than a year our con-
versations had prepared us for this inevitability,
but it was coming much sooner than expected.
Following a few days of unconscious denial and
deep philosophical and emotional exchanges,
she finally understood and accepted that she
was terminallyill. Not thatshe was a particularly
philosophical person. She was simple in her
approach to matters of life and death. But being
completely honest, she could grasp the truth
when it was presented straightforwardly.

After consulting withTamal Krsna Goswami
and Sivarama Swami, my two best friends, with
whom I had been keeping in touch almost daily,
I decided to stay on as her caretaker until the
end. Being officially a terminal patient, she was
now eligible for hospice care, which provided
essential backup services. And so Krsna began
making arrangements for my dear mother
beyond either of our expectations.

While talking, my mother stayed alert and
lucid, apparently in good spirits. But as soon as
we stopped she either fell asleep or became
overwhelmed by lamentation. To no avail, |
tried again to convince her to read her own
spiritual books. Finally, she confessed a crisis of
faith. She didn’t know what she was supposed to
be doing. She had become overly dependent on
her daily routine. Forced to abandon it, she
couldn’t focus her mind and had doubts about
God’sexistence. Her pastor had visited her once
in the hospital, but since then he’d been busy
preparing to transfer to another church. She
felt as if living in a spiritual vacuum.

[ decided to make an experiment by read-
ing to her the Krsna book, Srila Prabhupada’s
summary study of the Tenth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, which describes the pastimes of
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Her first reaction was, “What are you read-
ing to me, a fairy tale or a nursery rhyme?”

I explained that these were the pastimes of
God, descriptions of what was happening in His
kingdom. Her only duty now was to hear about
these things, the only subject matter powerful
enough to absorb her mind. She sat back and
listened. I began reading for one half hour daily,
gradually increasing to three hours. Difficult as
it was to keep her attention, I strained to read




loudly and forcibly,with as much dramatic flair as
I could.

One day, about thirteen chapters later, I
looked up from the book to see her practically on
the edge of her seat, eyes wide like saucers, her
face changed.

“Mom, it looks like you're enjoying this
story,” I said.

“Oh yes, it’s wonderful!” she replied. “I've
never experienced anything quite like this. And
you're reading it so nicely.”

“Maybe we should go back to the beginning
of the book,” I suggested.

“Oh yes,please do,” she implored. “I have so
many questions.”

EARING KRSNA’S pastimes [rom
Srila Prabhupada had lifted her
out of her body. I got out my lap-
top and went to the beginning
of the Srimad-Bhdagavatam in the
Bhaktivedanta Archives folio program, reading
from the Preface, pausing while she asked ques-
tions.I carefully explained whatever [ had learned
from Srila Prabhupada about the science of Krsna
consciousness. This went on for hours each day
until May 30. when the crisis arrived.

The growth began intruding on her bladder,
causing complications I couldn’t deal with. De-
spite my promise that [ wouldn’t take her to the
hospital, she allowed me to call an ambulance.
stayed up with her that night in the emergency
room and the next day in the hospital. The emer-
gency team and her family doctor concluded that
not much could be done except to keep her as
comfortable as possible. They agreed to allow
her to go home. While the hospital staff arranged
for her discharge, I ordered a hospital bed and
the necessary paraphernalia to care for her.T also
boughta CD player, thinking that I should intro-
duce her to devotional songs chanted by Srila
Prabhupada. On June 2, 1997, she went home.
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The thing my mother had dreaded most had
happened. She was bedridden. But she was
thankful to be in her own home and to have me
as her caretaker. We took up where we had left
off in our reading, and her questions became
more personal. The loving feelings exchanged
between my mother and me during her last few
days are difficult to describe. They are rare in this
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world and testify to the power of Krsna conscious-
ness and the association of Krsna’s devotees.

On the evening of June 5, a name—Nanda-
rani—popped into my mind while [ was chanting
with my mother.

Then it dawned on me that my mother had
become a devoltee.

“This is amazing,” I thought.

Before retiring that night, I looked at her
and said, “Hare Krsna, Mom.”

She responded without hesitation, saying
for the first time in her life “Hare Krsna!™

The sound was so powerful I felt moved by
its force.

(a7 4 > (57 @)
Mom and Her cetru

I had been keeping in touch with Sivarama
Swami by e-mail, and the next day I received a
message from him. He assured me I was doing
the best thing by staying by my mother’s side.
Krsna had lightened my responsibilities in
Bombay so that I could do this.

“This will mend your relationship with your
mother,” Sivarama Swami wrote, “and help you
in your emotional and hence spiritual life. I'm a
hundred percent clear that you should continue
what you are doing. . .. I hope that when I pass
away [ will have the kind of loving care she has.”

Sivarama Swami then asked me to give the
following message to my mother:

Dear Mrs. Beck,

Hare Krsna

You don’t know me. but I have heard a lot
about you and know you indirectly. Your son,
Kesava Bharati, is one of my closest friends and
we've been acquaintances for the last twenty
years.So I guess you and I are alsorelated in that
way. [ have heard about your terminal situation
and am praying for you. I think Krsna has really
looked after you, due to some great fortune of
yours. You have such a loving son, who is also an
clevated Vaisnava, to care for you and give you
spiritual guidance in the last moments of your
life. This type of opportunity is rare and unique.
You are very, very lucky.

Since you really have nothing to do at this
point other than think about Krsna, try to focus
your mind on His name. form, activities—what-
ever altracts you the most. By your son’s asso-
ciation and such effort,no doubt you will achieve
a most glorious destination soon. I am a bit far
away, here in Budapest, but I think we are close




spiritually. I will pray for your success at this
momentous hour and intently follow your
progress closerto Krsna. If I can be of any other
help, please let me know.
Your well-wisher,
Sivarama Swami

Then Sivarama Swami suggested to me that
my mother be initiated.

“She should get every spiritual boost she
can,” he wrote. “If she takes it seriously, I will
give her a name. What do you think?”

I wrote back, telling him that the name
Nandarani had come into my mind the night
before.

“I’'m convinced that Krsna arranged that we
both simultancously thought the same thing,” I
wrote. “When I read your letter to her, she was
amazed at how, having never met her, you could
write such a personal letter. I explained to her
that the meaning of the conversations we've
been having are coming to life now and that it
was natural for her to come in contact with a
bona fide spiritual master. When I told her that
you and [ were both thinking about her connect-
ing with a spiritual master for gaining support
and strength at this crucial time, in tears she
immediately accepted, saying, Yes, this is just
what I need and want. Please arrange it.” "

I asked Sivarama Swami to send a letter
acceptling her as his disciple. I told him that she
knew exactly what she was doing and 1 would
help her with the chanting.

In Sivarama Swami’s letter to my mother
acceptling her as his disciple, he wrote: *I am
always amazed at how Krsna works—so myste-
riously. . . . Srila Prabhupada said that a good
child indicates that the parents must be good.
You have such a good son. so you must also be a
good person. Now that you are chanting Hare
Krsna, that makes you perfect. Therefore, why
should I not accept you and let our cternal
relationship begin?”

After explaining the meaning of her new
name, Sivarama Swami continued:

We are servants and eternal family members of
the Lord. You should try to understand that we
have no other identification.

The world we live in is temporary. Our
eternal, original home is the spiritual world.
From there Lord Krsna descends to attract us
lost souls back to His service. In that place. all
speaking is song, all walking a dance, and all
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beings live eternally in full happiness. There
everyone lives in harmony, accepting their
position as a servant of the Lord. . ..

Try to absorb yourselfin thoughts of Krsna.
That is possible by always chanting God'’s holy
names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. As much as possible chant
aloud or in your mind to yoursell. If you do so
carefully, you will understand that Krsna is not
different from His name, and by this chanting
He will transport you back to Godhead. Srila
Prabhupada said, “This is the test. If one chants
Krsna’s name at the time of death, he is guaran-
teed to go back to Him.” So try to concentrate
on this chanting until the last breath. Krsna has
sent Kesava Bharati there to help remind you
when the time comes to chant. Remember to
follow his direction when he instructs you.

Kesava Bharati is not just your son. He is
your guru. He has saved you at the last minute
and given you the greatest treasure, Krsna. He is
a fitting son, for he has repaid his debt to you.
Now you are indebted to him. That debt you can
repay by chanting always. [ am your initiator
and he is your instructor guru. So now we are
together. May you receive the full blessings of
Lord Krsna. I feel happy that we have met like
this, and I leave you in the capable hands of my
good friend, your son and well-wisher.

HE DAY OF HER initiation, my
mother had another crisis. Nurses
from the hospice twice had to
help her eliminate, because the
tumor wasintruding. She lostalot
of energy, so when I read her Sivarama Swami’s
letter, it was difficult for her to reply. But she
managed Lo say that she was eternally indebted
to him and was trying to do the right thing. While
in agony, she called out “Hare Krsna™ again and
again. When she woke up in the evening, after
resting for some time, she could barely speak but
asked me who was God. I replied confidently
that Krsna is God.

Shaking her head affirmatively,she repeated
again and again, “Krsna is God. Krsna is God.”

After I told her that hearing is the same as
chanting, all she wanted to hear was Srila
Prabhupada chanting.

The next day, I read Sivarama Swami’s letter
to my mother again to see if she remembered
what had been happening. Before reading it,
[ said [ wasn’t sure if she would remember what
had happened the day before. She quickly




replied that of course she remembered.

As I read the letter again, I became over-
whelmed by emotion and began weeping like a
baby. She took my hand and looked at me in a
very knowing, loving way.

When I finally made it through the letter,she
had tears in her eyes as she repeated her name a
few times. Then she said over and over,“This is so
nice.” She told me to tell Sivarama Swami that
she is happy to have met him.

I taught her the maha-mantra just after she
received her new name, and she began chanting
as much as possible. I could see that Srila Prabhu-
pada was pouring mercy on her, giving her a well-
deserved peace at the end. She said that she only
wanted to be with me, that I should politely tell
everyone she wasn’t receiving visitors.

She asked me to play Srila Prabhupada’s
tapes constantly, and I chanted out loud to
her. The hospice people commented on how
strong the spiritual atmosphere was surround-
ing us. They were professionals who deal with
family members and death every day, but with-
out exception they testifed that they had never
experienced anything like this.

NE MORNING, when I said “Hare
Krsna” to my mother, she at
once responded with “Haribol”
[“Please chant the names of God ™|
and smiled a kind of knowing
smile. I was speechless. [ wondered where she
had heard that phrase. Then I remembered that
my son had stayed with her for a few months
while attending college nearby. She must have
heard it from him because his habit is to say
Haribol more than Hare Krsna. [ was shocked to
witness her transformation.

My mother became sweet and charming com-
pany. I moved the weekly program to our home,
and after hearing me lead kirtana, lecture, and
answer questions for the first time in a public pro-
gram, my mother made me promise that I would
“go on and on preaching Krsna consciousness.”

A few days after her initiation, my mother
completely withdrew, even from me. At first
she showed symptoms that made us all think
she would pass away peacefully during the night.
But the next morning she seemed disturbed and
in severe pain. She spoke, but her words indi-
cated she was bewildered and disoriented. The
hospice nurses told me those were symptoms
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of a person close to death.

My mother began calling out Krsna's name
overand over when she wasin pain. Thatinoffen-
sive chanting was making her eligible to go back
to Godhead.

I wrote to Sivarama Swami:

It's amazing how powerful the material energy
is. The hospice people say that the cancer has
entered the bones and therefore managing her
painisincreasingly difficult. She seems peaceful
and free from pain for hours, but if you slightly
move her she’simmediately in crisis pain. [ may
be forced to slightly sedate her to make her
comfortable. Her anxiety is making it very dif-
ficult for her to hear asshe had been hearing just
before she accepted her initiation.

Nandarani doesn’t have the years of prac-
tice we've had. Her newfound feelings and com-
mitment to Krsna consciousness, while real and
meaningful. are undeveloped and therefore hard
to maintain under the extreme circumstances
she’s in. The only thing she responds to is con-
stant preaching and the sound of Srila Prabhu-
pada chanting. Let’s see howshe responds when
the pain is under control again. All the descrip-
tions in the scriptures about the time of death
are coming alive.

Please pray that her memory doesn’t fail
and that she can keep remembering to the end.

By June 10 my mother had withdrawn al-
most completely. I played Srila Prabhupada’s
tapestoherconstantly,and she had become most
attached to hearing him chant before she with-
drew. Her vital signs were strong because she had
lived a fairly clean life. I lamented that she hadn’t
cultivated Krsna consciousness more in this life.

I kept reading to her descriptions of the
spiritual world and trying to convince her to
let go of the miserable material body and give
hersell to Krsna.

“All right, Nandarani,” I kept saying, “the
runway is cleared for takeoff. You've taxied
enough. Push down on the throttle and just go
back to Krsna.”

She would sometimes move her mouth to
indicate she wanted Srila Prabhupada’s chanting
to continue. I knew everything was in Krsna’s
hands,but I kept trying to absorb her in transcen-
dental sound until her last breath. I read to her
Sivarama Swami’s letter numerous times, and
that helped her regain her focus while she was
conscious. She cried out Krsna’s name in help-



lessness a number of times. I had complete faith
that she had become eligible for a much better
situation, even if she didn’t go back to Godhead.

Y DEAR mother, Srimati Nanda-
rani Devi Dasi, departed peace-
fully sometime between 1:30 A. M.
and 2:30 A.M. on July 11, 1997. 1
had dozed off, being emotionally
and physically exhausted,so she was alone,which
was consistent with her character as a very pri-
vate person. Srila Prabhupada was chanting Hare
Krsna during her departure, and I had just put
water from Radha-Kunda, the most sacred of all
holy lakes, in her mouth before I dozed. She had
already received the water of Radha-Kunda a
few times earlier that evening when she seemed
about to leave. She was decorated with Vaisnava
tilaka and tulasi neck beads.

Just a few hours before departing, my moth-
er seemed to be leaving while [ was dancing and
chanting to a loud kirtana on Srila Prabhupada’s
“Happening” album. We were alone in her
house, exactly as she had wanted. She looked
quite beautiful. The weather had been hot—
more than a hundred degrees, without a cloud in
the sky. But in the evening, just before dusk, it
began to rain gently, as if someone were pouring
water from a big sprinkling can. I could under-
stand that my mother was not an ordinary per-
son. All glories to Nandarani Devi Dasi!

[ wrote again to Sivarama Swami, giving him
the news and thanking him for initiating her be-
fore her departure: “I know that she has your full
mercy and the mercy of so many other great
Vaisnavas and, as a result, has attained either the
spiritual world or an exalted position before
returning to Vraja—the eternal abode of Krsna.”
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About fifty people attended a memorial ser-
vice in my mother’s church. Before she departed
she had told me she didn’t want a memorial
service, but when her friends insisted, I agreed
for their sake.

After the service, the pastor had me speak to
the congregation. The first words he spoke in his
remembrance of Nandarani were that she was a
saint. I was surprised. I had been thinking to start
my talk in a similar way, but [ was concerned that
it be too much for such a conservative crowd.
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Still, in my talk I listed the divine qualities in
Bhagavad-gita and gave examples of my mother’s
behavior and character to confirm that she was
indeed a saintly person.

Then I shared with the congregation how
our relationship had come to a deep level of
communion from an extremely estranged condi-
tion, how we had called on the names of God
together, achieving a rare state of oneness I
likened to a miracle. We had realized together
that there was only one God. I ended by saying
that to me our relationship symbolized a simple
solution for a world in dire need of oneness amid
cultural differences.

After the service, whatever doubt I'd had
about having spoken too intimately to such a
conservative Christian audience was removed
by my mother’s friends, who all expressed how
much they had enjoyed the message.

There was no funeral. My son, Rama, and
I went alone to the gravesite and chanted to-
gether Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare / Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. 2

Kesava Bharati Dasa is presently serving Lord
Krsna at an ISKCON temple near Govardhana
Hill, in Vrndavana, India.




“I Have Found the Fu

The Story of Rasikananda Prabhu

ASIKA MURARI PATNAIK, also
known as Rasikananda Prabhu,
was born in 1590, fifty-six years
after Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu had
ended His earthly pastimes. Rasik-
ananda was born into a powerful za-
mindar (landowner) family in Royni,
on the Suvarnarekha River in what is

now the Medinipur district of south- |

west Bengal. This was a glorious time

in the history of Gaudiya Vaisnavism, |

the disciplic succession of devotees of
Lord Krsna in the line of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu: The six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana had built a veritable store-
house of Sanskrit literature, in the
form of poetry, history, aesthetics, and
philosophy, unlike any the world has
ever seen.

At this time, too, Jiva Gosvami had
established a large Vaisnava commu-
nity in Vrndavana and had sent his
three best disciples—Narottama Dasa
Thakura, Srinivasa Acarya, and Syam-
ananda Prabhu—throughout northern
India to spread the Gosvamis’ teach-
ings. While on this noble mission,
Syamananda met eighteen-year-old

Rasika Murari and initiated him into |

Krsna consciousness, giving him the
name Rasikananda. The Gosvamis’

teachings touched the heart of this |
pious young landowner, who gave his

life to Krsna the moment he met his
illustrious guru.
The meeting of Syamananda and

the youthful Rasikdnanda is retold in |

Gopijanavallabha’s Rasika Mangala, a
standard seventeenth-century text
about the life of Rasikananda. Basi-
cally, Syamananda and Rasikananda
saw each other and recognized a con-
nection that transcended time itself.
Rasika ran up to his future guru and

by Satyaraja Dasa

fell flat at his feet, saying,“ You are my | gether they are said to have brought

eternal savior, and Krsna has finally
sent you to redeem me.”

Syamananda Prabhu smiled with
greatpleasure.“Thave found the future
of Vaisnavism!”

Rasikananda, like his guru, was a
married man, and so his wife, Iccha
Devi, also took initiation from Syam-
ananda Prabhu, receiving the name
Syama Dasi.* Syamananda told them
to always chant the maha-mantra:
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Soon after
Syama Dasi’s initiation, the couple left
Royni for nearby Kasipur, a popular
city with a large influx of wealthy peo-
ple. Sometime later, Syémﬁnanda Vis-
ited his two disciples in Kasipur and
brought a beautiful Deity of Krsna for
them: Gopijanavallabha.

Seeing how much his disciplesloved
their newly installed Deity, Syam-
ananda renamed the city Gopibal-
labhpur (“Gopivallabha’s town™) and
blessed all of the townspeople to de-
velop the same love for the Deity that
Rasikananda and his wife had. He asked
Rasikananda to spread Krsna con-
sciousness vigorously and made Syama
Dasi head priest of the temple.

Syamananda then left, but he had
planted a seed. Rasikananda thrived,

| building an unparalleled organization

for spreading Krsna consciousness. He
and his wife worked as a team, and to-

* Narahari Cakravarti’s Bhakti-ratndakara
gives evidence that Syama Dasi was as im-
portant to the mission in Medinipur as her
illustrious husband. She may have been the
first Bengali woman to write religious verse
in the vernacular.

44 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1999

hundreds of thousands of pious people
to the teachings of Lord Krsna.

SYAMANANDI VAISNAVAS

According to historian Ramakanta
Chakravarti,”Rasikmurariwas perhaps
more successful in converting people
into Vaisnavism than any other Vais-
nava leader of his time.” His enthusi-
asm was so pronounced that by the
time of his passing away, the region of
Medinipur had developed a distinct
sect of Vaisnavas in the mood of Syam-
ananda, his guru. These “Syamanandi
Vaisnavas,” as they came to be called,
developed their own style of dress,
cooking, filaka markings,** and temple
construction. Rasikananda popular-
ized Vaisnavism to the point of creat-
ing an entire subculture based on its
principles.

With Gopiballabhpur as the seat
of Syamanandi Vaisnavism, Rasik-
anandaspentforty years helping people
see the good sense of Krsna conscious-
ness. He made disciples among great
Kings and impious rogues,among brah-
manas and lowborn Sidras. He com-
pletely ignored caste and outer qualifi-
cations (or disqualifications) and gave
everyone a laste for Vaisnavism.

The classic histories of the period,
such as Syamananda Prakasa and Rasi-
ka Mangala, tell how he and his wife,
with the help of influential disciples,
put an end to animal sacrifice in non-
Vaisnava areas and convinced people
throughout Orissa and its bordering

** The clay markings devotees wear on
their bodies to remind themselves and oth-
ers that the body is a temple of the Lord.
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A look at the temple founded by Rasikananda i)
Prabhu nearly four hundred years ago. F_ff
by Bhaktivikasa Swami J
photos by Maha Visnu Dasa {:_-

Members of the
Dev Goswami
family, which has
managed the
Gopiballabhpur
temple for many
generations.

OPIBALLABHPUR is situated in the

southwest corner of the Medinipur

district in southwest West Bengal,
near Orissa and Bihar. Nearly four hundred
years after Rasikananda Prabhu started
the Krsna temple at Gopiballabhpur, the
temple is still being managed by his descen-
dants. Known as the Dev Goswamis, they
continue to initiate disciples into the line of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. They also over-
see several other temples, including the

This deity of
Rasikananda
Prabhit resides at
the Ksira-cora
Gopinatha temple
in Remuna,
Orissa.
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The temple courtyard (above) is
quiet while the Deities rest in their
closed chambers in the afternoon.
At left and far left, flutes, beads, and
a Bhagavad-gita written on palm
leaves, articles that belonged to
Syamananda Prabhu and Rasik-
ananda Prabhu, are preserved and
worshiped in the temple.

Ksira-cora Gopinatha temple in Remu-
naand Syamasundara temple in Vrnda-
vana, started by Syamananda Prabhu,
Rasikananda’s spiritual master.

The family keeps up the Vaisnava
traditions of their ancestors. They per-
form kirtana, decorate themselves with
the clay tilaka markings of the Syam-
ananda line, oversee the Deity worship
and festivals, and like to talk about
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. They know
Caitanya’s philosophy and pastimes as
given in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and
Sri Caitanya Bhagavata.And they know

,E:}-'r."rm?m.‘nda s
footprints (left),
imprinted in stone,
are worshiped daily
with fresh flowers and
other articles. Below,
the main Deities at
Gopiballabhpur: Sri
Sri Radha-Govinda.
(Gopivallabha, the
original temple Deity,
who s quite small,
also resides within
the temple.)

and love the songs of the great devo-
tees in Lord Caitanya’s line. Though
the Gopiballabhpur temple is small
compared to many of India’s opulent

| and well-known temples, it is an attrac-

tive place, under the care of a family
that upholds the spirit of Caitanya
Vaisnavism. €3

Bhakti Vikasa Swami comes from En-
gland, but has lived in India for many
vears. He now teaches Krsna conscious-
ness at the ISKCON center in Baroda,
Gujarat.
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LETTERS (continued from page 5)
your question. In the Bhagavad-gita,
Lord Krsna explains that one’s mental-
ity at the time of death determines the
next birth. One soul may go upward to
a heavenly birth among higher beings,
another soul may stay in human soci-
ety, and yet another may descend to a
birth as an animal. In each case, the
soul’s subtle coverings of mind, senses,
and intelligence undergo conditioning

appropriate to make the transition to |

the next life.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam explains
that the Lord directs the soul into its
next body according to the karma the
soul has accumulated. Evenif aninfant

Yamarija Dasa

50

dies, the soul is still subject to past kar-
ma and gains a suitable new body. If a
group of people die at once, the Lord is
not overworked: He has established
the incontrovertible laws of nature to
handle unlimited numbers ofindividual
souls coming or going in this world.

Krsna advises that rather than try- |

ing to untangle the intricacies of karma,
we should understand how to escape
the cycle of birth and death.

A Ray of Hope

You are doing a wonderful job with
BTG. For students like me who are
always in the lap of maya, BTG offers
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a ray of hope we can cling to. I have
been going through the past issues,
and they are really wonderful to read
every ltime. You may not be aware,
but BTG helps sustain our Krsna
consciousness through difficult times.
Thank you.

Preetesh S. Nair

Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India €

Please write us at: BTG, P.O. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32616, USA. Fax: (904)
462-7893. Or BTG, 33 Janki Kutir, Next
to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu,
Mumbai 400 049, India. Phone: (022)
618-1718. Fax: (022) 618-4827. E-mail:
editors@com.bbt.se

Hare Krsna
Hare rsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama
Hare Hare




SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

“America Has to Stop Demonism”

This exchange between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupdada and some of his disciples took place in
Los Angeles on the morning of December 13, 1973, during a
walk along the Pacific shore.

Srila Prabhupada: Today, the intelligentsia and government
men think that to exist, one needs a material body. They do
not know that for the soul, the real person, the material body
is extraneous—simply a contamination. It is like when a
person is diseased, his body produces many extrancous
chemicals. It is not that those chemicals are the agents
maintaining his life.

Try to understand. Originally the living entity is pure;
only when he becomes impure does he take on a material
body. And by way of analogy, originally the material body is
healthy, but when the body becomes unhealthy it produces
extraneous chemicals. When the body becomes contami-

nated, infected with some disease, you will find so many |
extra chemicals. So these extra chemicals—they do not |

cause the body’s symptoms of life.
Rather, because the body’s con-
dition has somehow become
awkward, these things have

been produced by it.
To your society’s leaders
wesay,“You

cannot see anything but material chemicals, because you
have no eyes to see the soul. That is why you simply see the
chemicals produced by the soul.” Your leaders are mis-
taking these chemical products as the cause of life. The
chemicals are not the cause; they are effects. Try to con-
vince these rascals like this. Tell them, * You are seeing only
these extraneous chemicals. They are not the cause of our
existence. Just the opposite. They are effects.”

But these people cannot understand these two things:
what is the cause and what is the effect. They misunder-
stand the cause as the effect, and the effect as the cause.
That is imperfect knowledge. Illusion. Taking the effect, the
material body, as the cause of our existence—that is their
mistake.

So the foundation of these fools’ “knowledge™ is a mis-
take. Due to their imperfect senses, these rascals have made
this blunder. And more, they have solidified their blunder
into a grand illusion. And still more, they insist on teaching
their grand illusion to us all. In other words, these illusioned
rogues are simply cheating. And yet, totally without knowl-
edge, they have become teachers. So these rascal leaders are

| not teachers but cheaters.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, the leaders in the communist
countries are upholding this very same idea, that we simply
evolved from material chemicals. When Stalin, as a young
student, first read Darwin’s theory of evolution, he boasted
to his classmates, “Now I have the proof—there
isno God.” f
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The first principle of
demonism is to banish God. Yet your lead- £
ers do not see this sameness |

between



their demonism and the communists’
demonism. What reason do these ras-
cals give for sending you to fight in
Vietnam?

Disciple: They say they want to stop
CoOmmunism.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. But now, more

broadly, America has to stop demon- |

ism. Then your nation will be the real
leader of the world. You understand
your duty somewhat; you say, theoreti-
cally,“In God we trust.” Now it is your
business to actually trust in God and
work for Him.

As I have explained already, you |

cannot simply stop communism. You
have to stop demonism. That is your
real business. Communism is simply

one form of demonism. So if you your- |

selves remain demons, what is the use
of stoppingjust one form of demonism?

Yourecall the example [ have given
so many times: After being in the sun,
the upper side of a piece of stool may
become drier than the lower side. But

somehow, the oppressive authorities
have to be changed.”

And I said, “Yes. We accept that.
When you change the mood of the
world’s leaders and they accept the
authority of Krsna, then there will be
no more need for change.” Yam lab-
dhva caparari l[abham manyate nadhi-
kam tatah: Everyoneis trying to achieve
the greatest profit, but when one gets
Krsna, one is actually satisfied. That is
the ultimate profit—no further profit
is even possible. So with Krsna ac-
knowledged and a truly Krsna con-
scious authority in charge, there will
be no more need for revolution, be-
cause that will be the ultimate peaceful
condition.

Of course, if you do not come to
this ultimate condition of peace, then
your revolutionary business will con-
tinue. In fact, there will be no cessa-
tion of revolutions—one after another.

| These repeated revolutions are maya,

you cannot say, “This side is better,” |
because it is still stool. Moist or dry, |

stool is stool.

For instance, in Moscow, Professor
Kotofsky was telling me that societies
must have revolutions to stop oppres-
sive authorities. I had been saying that
aslong asyouare in this material world,
you will have to accept some oppres-
sive authority or other. So he said that

first we must have a revolution, and |

then we shall see whether we have to
accept some authority.

ies had gotten rid of one oppressor, the
Czar,they accepted another oppressor,
Lenin. So [ said, “In your present ma-
terially embodied condition, you have
to accept one oppressive authority or
another. That you cannot change.”

He said, “Yes. That [ accept, but

illusion. Simply a mirage.

We think, “A few steps farther and
I'll surely get that water.” But there is
no water at all. Simply illusion. As soon
as you go those few steps farther, you
see that the “water” has also gone a
few steps farther. When you go for-
ward again, again you sce that the
water hasmoved—still justout of reach.
This is going on. Now, animals—they’ll
keep going forward after the mirage.
But a sensible man knows, “This is not
water. It appears like water, but it is

| not water.”
But after the Russian revolutionar-

In the same way, we are making
revolutions,changing from one author-
ity to another,but we do not know they
are not real authorities. The real au-
thority is our source and sustainer,
Krsna. Therefore, our forgetful situa-
tion is called maya, or illusion. We are
thinking,“We shall be happy by chang-

Hare Krishna Wowrld

Get connected to our dynamic worldwide movement. Exciting news,
information, marketplace, and Krsna conscious opportunities. Hare
Krishna World is bimonthly: U.S., $25 for First Class mail, $15 for Third
Class; outside the U.S.,$29. For subscriptions, ads, bulk orders, and news
submissions, please write HKW at P. O. Box 238, Alachua, FL 32616-
0238, USA. Tel: (904) 462-5054. Fax: (904) 462-5056.

52 BACKTO GODHEAD ¢ JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1999

ing from this ‘ism’ to that ‘ism.” ” For
instance, the French people had their
revolution, but they are not happy; still
there is unhappiness. Similarly, the

| Russian people had their revolution,

butaswe have seen in Moscow,nobody
is happy. This phenomenon is going on
all over the world. Until people accept
the authority of Krsna, there cannot be
happiness. Real happiness flows from
accepting Krsna. People should know
this.

And this attempt your big men are
making to establish that we came from
dead material chemicals—this is also
maya. They are thinking, “By further
improvement of our investigative tech-
niques, we are almost coming to the
point.”

Tell these rascals,“This‘almost com-
ing to the point’—this will continue.
You will never come to the point. This
is your position. You'll never come to
the right point.”

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, this con-
cept that we evolved from material
chemicals—this will surely fail. So,
then, perhaps these people will have
to accept that there is a Supreme Be-
ing. After all, their life-from-matter
concept will fail.

Srila Prabhupada: “Will fail.” It has
already failed.

Disciple: Yes,but these big men are still
hoping.

Srila Prabhupada: Because they are
fools and rascals, they are hoping
against hope. That’s all. Their non-
sensical concept has already failed.
Disciple: But they are not convinced
yel

| Srila Prabhupada: Because they are

not intelligent. When one who is intel-
ligent sees things happening, he under-
stands, “Oh, from those types of action,
these are the consequences.” On the
other hand. one who is a fool cannot
learn until he actually undergoes the
consequences himself. Now. just con-
sider.One man learns simply by seeing,
and the other man learns only by expe-
riencing. So which one is intelligent?
Disciple: The one who learns simply by
seeing.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So.long before
he experiences the death of his own
body, the intelligent person sees that
these material things have a beginning
(please turn to page 55)



Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—Lord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna's elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—Ilinking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles:
(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within

the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru’).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna. Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga
mic ages. the present and worst age. the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5.000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed.

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdarngas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a history
in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the most
important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™: a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srimali)_

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

imad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna and His devotees.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas
are the brahmanas (intellectuals and priests), the
ksatriyas (administrators and soldiers), the vaisyas
(farmers and businessmen), and the sitdras (laborers
and artisans). The members of the four asramas are
the bralunacaris (celibate students), grhasthas
(married people), vanaprasthas (retired people). and
sannydsis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visni).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—any form of the Personality of Godhead (see
“Godhead”); the forms the Lord manifests to create
and sustain the material world.




The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Madhava
(January 3-31)

JANUARY

6 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gopaila Bhatta Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

7 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayadeva Gosvami, a great
spiritual master and author of Gita-
govinda.

8 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a great
spiritual master whose Bengali
devotional songs perpetuate the
simple Krsna conscious method of
self-realization.

13 — Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

22 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Visvanatha Cakravartt Thakura, a
Vaisnava spiritual master and author
who appeared in the seventeenth
century. Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Visnupriya Devi, the consort
of Lord Caitanya.

24 — Appearance anniversary of Sti
Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of
Lord Krsna's expansion Maha-Visnu
and a close associate of Lord Cai-
tanya. Fasting till noon.

26 — Disappearance anniversary of

Srip‘ada Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the thirteenth century.

| 27 — Disappearance anniversary of
' Srila Ramanujacarya, an eleventh-

century philosopher and spiritual
master.

28 — Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Appearance
anniversary of Lord Varaha, Lord
Krsna’s boar incarnation. Fasting till
noon, feasting tomorrow.

29 — Appearance anniversary of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu. a close as-
sociate of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and an incarnation of Lord Krsna’s
elder brother, Lord Balarama. Fasting
till noon yesterday, feasting today.

31 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Narottama Dasa Thakura, a spiritual
master in the disciplic line from Lord
Caitanya who composed many
devotional songs in Bengali.

Month of Govinda
(February 1-March 2)

FEBRUARY

5 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
the spiritual master of Srila A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the Founder-Acdrya of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness. Fasting till noon, then feasting.

12 — Vijaya Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

15 — Sri Siva Ratri, a day in honor of
Lord Siva.

17 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jagannatha Dasa Babajt, the
great devotee in the disciplic line
from Lord Caitanya who confirmed
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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s dis-
covery of Lord Caitanya’s birthplace.

26 — Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

27 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Puri, the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master.

MARCH

2 — Sri Gaura Piirnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna
Himself in the role of His own devo-
tee. Fasting till moonrise, followed by
a break-fast of Ekadasi prasadam (no
grains or beans). Feasting tomorrow.

Month of Visnu
(March 3-March 31)

10 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord Cai-
tanya’s principal associates.

14 — Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

22 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Ramanujacarya, a Vaisnava philoso-
pher and spiritual master who
appeared in the eleventh century.

25 — Sri Rama Navami, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Rama-

| candra. Fasting till sunset, followed by

feasting.

27 — Kamada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

31 — Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa, Lord
Krsna’s springtime rasa dance. Bala-
rama Rasa Yatra, Lord Balarama’s
rasa dance. Appearance anniversary
of Srila Syﬁm{manda Pandita, a
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.



DEMONISM

(continued from page 52)

and an end. Every day we observe this
fact. For instance, we see, “My father’s
body was here for some time, and then
—finished.” From this observation, I
can conclude that the body of my child
and, of course, my own body will go

through the same process. This is real

| knowledge, from careful observation.

Based on careful observation from
time immemorial, we know that for the

material body, there is no possibility of

immortality. So if some modern rascals
say, “We shall not die—by chemical
evolution we shall become immortal,”

The VIHE Bhakti Sastri Course
& Preacher-Training Program

July 15— November 30, 1999, SriVindavana Dhama (open to men and women)

[ ]

Study Srila Prabhupada’s Books in Depth

Earn an ISKCON Bhakti Sastri Degree

Learn to Teach Krsna Consciousness Effectively
Develop Vaisnava Character

e Live in Sri Vrndavana Dhama

The VIHE Bhakti Sastri Course and Preacher-Training Program is a
four-and-a-half month course that teaches Bhagavad-gita, The Nectar
of Devotion, The Nectar of Instruction, and Sri Isopanisad. At the end
students can take the ISKCON Bhakti Sastra exam and receive a

Bhakti Sastri degree.

Students also attend courses on preaching, logic, debate, and
publicspeaking,and learn practical skills and knowledge for organizing
preaching. Classes for men and women are taught separately.

As part of the course, students attend the Karttika semester of the
VIHE and can choose from a variety of courses taught by senior

devotees.

Requirements are strict sadhana, arenounced attitude,brahminical
tendencies. and a proficiency in English.

The cost for the entire course, including room and prasadam, is
Rs. 25,000 (approximately US$600).

Contact VIHE for an application form and full details on the
course. Applicants must submit a brief history of their devotional
career and a recommendation from an ISKCON authority who knows

them well.

VIHE

Krishna Balaram Mandir
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg
Raman Reti, Vrindavan
Mathura, UP 281 124, India
Phone: +91 (0565) 445002
E-mail: vihe@com.bbt.se
Website: www.iskcon.net/vihe

“| found this to be an invaluable
transcendental experience. I'd
thoroughly recommend it to others
who wish to enrich their spiritual
lives.” — Prabhavisnu Swami

| thatisfoolishness.Our Krsna conscious-
ness movement proposes that human
life is meant for factual knowledge.

| Ultimate knowledge—so that the soul
can see himself apart from this tempo-
rary body and.in time,return to Krsna’s
eternal world. But your rascal leaders
are checking that progress.

SACRIFICE (continued from page 28)
the respectable merchants and labor-
ers. Bring them all here.”

At Yudhisthira’s order the messen-
gers carried invitations to all the rulers
of the world, and also to others who
would be worthy participants.

THE SACRIFICE BEGINS

Then, O Bharata, at the proper time
the learned brahmanasinitiated Kunti’s
son Yudhisthira into the stately Raja-
stiya sacrifice. Yudhisthira, the king of
religious principles, then went to the
sacrificial arena in the midst of thou-
sands of learned brahmanas, his broth-
ers and other relatives, his friends and
ministers,royal warriors who had come
from so many lands,and his royal coun-
selors, O lord of mankind. That most
glorious monarch thus went forth like
the god of virtue himself.

From many regions came brah-
manas learned in all the sciences, mas-
ters of the Vedas and the Vedic corol-
laries. At the order of Dharmaraja
Yudhisthira,thousands of expert crafts-
men constructed a separate residence
for each brahmana and his party and
equipped the residences with abun-
dantstocksof food.beds,and the ameni-
ties of all seasons. Greatly honored, the
brahmanas dwelled in those abodes, O
king, telling many stories and watching
the actors and dancers.

The learned brahmanas were de-
lighted [with their facilities], and as
those great souls went on eating and
conversing, a steady clamor was heard
from their residential area: “Take this
gift! Take this gift! Please come and
eat! Please eat!”™ Such sounds were
constantly heard from them as they
talked among themselves. O Bharata,
to each brahmana the king of virtue
gave hundreds of thousands of cows
and beds, along with gold and women.
Yudhisthira was a great soul—a unique
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The residences of visiting kings were draped with
gold lattice, and the floors shone with inlaid jewels.

hero on earth, as Indra is in heaven
and thus his sacrifice began.

Then, O best of the Bharatas, King
Yudhisthira sent the Pandava Nakula
to Hastinapura toinvite Bhisma, Drona.
Dhrtarastra, Vidura, Krpa, and those
ol his cousin-brothers who were
attached to Yudhisthira.

The Pandava Nakula had met and
conquered his enemies in battle. Now
he journeyed to Hastindpura and in-
vited Bhisma and Dhrtarastra. Hear-
ing in detail about Yudhisthira’s sacri-
fice, and knowing its significance, they
all departed with joyful hearts, placing
the brahmanas in the front of their
delegation. And hundreds of other rul-
ers came, O best of men, with satisfied
minds,eager tosee Yudhisthira and the
great assembly hall. O Bharata, the
kings arrived from all directions, bring-
ing with them varieties of treasure.

THE GREAT KINGS ARRIVE

There was Dhrtarastra, Bhisma, the
high-minded Vidura,and all the broth-
ers headed by Duryodhana, along with
all the monarchs who had been invited
with honors and who were devoted to
their holy teachers. There was Subala,
King of Gandhara; the very mighty Sa-
kuni; Acala; Vrsaska; Karna, that best
of chariot fighters; Ata; Salya, the King
of Madra; the mahdaratha Bahlika;

Somadatta the Kauravya; Bhari; Bhari-

| srava; Sala; Asvatthama; Krpa; Drona:

and the Saindhava king Jayadratha.

There was Yajaasena with his son,
and &'Sﬁlva? an overlord of the abundant
earth;and Bhagadatta, the greatly her-
alded ruler of Pragjyotisa, who came
with all the uncivilized Mlecchas who
dwell throughout the ocean islands.
And there were the mountain kings
and King Brhadbala.

There was Paundraka, who called
himself Vasudeva; Vanga and a prince
of the Kalingas; Akarsa; Kuntala, the
ruler of Vanavast; and rulers of the An-
dhra country. The Dravidas came, as
did the Simhalas and the king of Kas-
mira; Kuntibhoja, of great splendor,
and the very powerful Suhma: the other
Bahlikas,whowere all heroes and kings:
Virata with his sons; the maharatha
Maicella; and many kings and princes
who ruled various lands. O Bharata,
the greatly potent Sisupala, furious to
do battle, came with his son to the
sacrifice of Pandu’s son. And there were
Ramaand Aniruddha and Babhru with
Sarana; Gada, Pradyumna, Samba, and
the mighty Carudesna; Ulmuka, Nisa-
tha, and the heroic son of Pradyumna;
and all the other Vrsnis, each one a
maharatha. All of them came there.
Indeed, these and many other kings
bornin Madhya-desacame to the great

| rite, the Rajasuya of Pandu’s son.

Vou're Invited!

The Sunday Feast

Most Hare Krsna centers around the world put on a special festival

every Sunday—for regulars as well as newcomers. You're invited to

join in the festival of music, dance, and spiritual discourse and then

sharing hearty plates of savories, sweets, and vegetable extravaganzas.

Come by and relish the taste of the world’s oldest cultural tradition.

Call your nearest center to find out the schedule for the Sunday Feast.

(See “Centers,” page 57.)
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RESIDENCES FOR ROYALTY

O king, at Yudhisthira’s order his
men gave all the visiting royalty dwell-
ings furnished with many chambers
and inner apartments and landscaped
with trees and oblong lakes. Yudhi-
sthira offered unparalleled honor to
those kings, and after being so re-
spectfully welcomed, the kings went
to their assigned residences. Each of
these resembled the peak of Mount
Kailasa, being delightful to the mind,
well furnished, and encircled by tower-
ing white walls of expert construction.
The residences were also draped with
gold lattice, and the floors shone with
inlaid jewels. The stairways rose with
gradual. easy steps, and the rooms
boasted magnificent seats and furnish-
ings. The homes were covered with
wreaths and garlands and perfumed
by the finest aloe. As white as a shin-
ing swan, those abodes could be clearly
seen for eight miles.

The residences were not crowded
together, their gates and doors were of
a pleasing symmetry, and they were
endowed with all sorts of artistry and
craftsmanship. Decorated with variet-
ies of colorful minerals, the dwellings
shone like the Himalayan peaks.

When the earthly rulers had rested
and refreshed themselves, they looked
at Yudhisthira, the king of virtue, en-
circled by many members of his sa-
crificial assembly. They saw that he
was inclined to generously reward the
participants in his sacrifice. Now, O
king, that sacred assembly, filled with
kings and great-souled brahmanas,
truly shone forth like the very vault
of heaven, filled with the immortal
gods.

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, who
holdsa Ph.D.in Indology from Harvard
University, occasionally teaches at the
Graduate Theological Union in Berke-
ley, California, and has been a visiting
lecturer at the University of California
at Los Angeles.



The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS ARDUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

ASIA

INDIA
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 674-9827 or -9945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan.achsp@com.bbt se
Allahabad, U.P. — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Raj Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 405294
Bamanhbore, Gujarat — N.H. 88, Surendra-nagar District
Bangalare, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: mpandit@giasbg01.vsnl.net.in
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326299/
Fax: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: baroda@com.bbt.se
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 550 006
Bharatpur, Rajasthan — c/o Jeevan MNirman Sansthan. 1 Gol Bagh Road, 321 001/
Tel. (05644) 22044/ Fax: (05644) 25742
o# Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. No. 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 453517, 453475, or
454283/ E-mail: bhaktarupa.achsp@com.bbt.se
Bombay — (see Mumbai)
Calcutta, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or -6075/
Fax: (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: calcutta@com.bbt.se
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/
Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232
Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fax : (044) 434-5929; E-mail: bhanu.swami@com.bbt.se
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — 387, VGR Puram, Dr. Alagesan Rd., 641 011/ Tel. (0422) 435978 or
442749/ Fax: (0422) 435978 or 446355/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya jps@com.bbt.se
Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Road, Dwarka 361335/
Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax: (02892) 34319
Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
# Guwahali, Assam — Ulubari Chariali, South Sarania, 781 007/ Tel. (0361) 545963;
E-mail: guwahati@com.bbt.se
Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77393
Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada Ashram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, Haridwar 249401
(mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425349
Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/
Tel. (040) 592018 or 552924/ E-mail: hyderabad@com.bbt.se
Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587
o Jaipur, Rajasthan — AB-85/96 Chanakya Marg, Nirman Nagar, Jaipur 302 019/
Tel. (0141} 399650, 392437/ Fax: (0141) 360273/ E-mail: iskcon@jp1.vsnl.net.in
Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg,
Kalka Mata Mandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991) 33047
# Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529
Lucknow, U.P. — 1 Ashak Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018
Madras — (see Chennai)
Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil St. (Near Simmakkal), Madurai 625 001/
Tel. (0452) 627565
Mangalore, Kamataka — Hare Krishna Ashram, Rosario Church Road, Pandeshwar, Mangalore,
574001/ Tel. (0824) 420474
+ Mayapur, W. Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur.chandrodaya@com.bbt.se
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhaon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: parijata@pronto.bbt se
Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 367-4500 or
369-0532/ Fax; (022) 367-7941/ E-mail: radha.krishna@com.bbt se
Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Road (E), opposite Royal Collzge, Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875
Nagpur, Maharashtra — Plot No. 1, Abhyamkar Nagar, Nagpur 440 002/ Tel. (0712) 22418/
Fax: (0712) 722727
New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail; ram.nam.gka@com.bbt.se
New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0782
Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Palna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612} 50765
Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoar Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259
Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Purif Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24504

o

o®

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Purif Tel, (06752) 23740
Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Road, 500 D26/ Tel. (040) 7805232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva brs@com.hbt.se
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, W. Bengal — ISKCON, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Gitalpara, Siliguri 734406/
Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax: (0353) 526130/ E-mail: siliguri@com.bbt.se
Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 16A Thiruvadi Street, Trichy, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 334 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
595 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt.se
Tirupati, A.P. — K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKGON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Varanasi, U.P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd., Varanasi 221 001/ Tel. (0542) 362617
Vrindavana, U.P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442596 or 443492, (Guest house:) 442478/
Fax: (0565) 442574/ E-mail: mahaman@com.bbt se; (Gurukula:) vourukula@com bbt.se
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, A.P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Ta., B.R. Dist,, 501 401/ Tel, 552924
Karnataka — Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village, Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, Karnataka 577 425 (mail: Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, Karnataka 576 220)
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)
Vrindavana, U.P. — Vrinda Kund, Nandagaon, Dist. Mathura, U.P./ E-mail: vrinda@aol.com
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutla — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700 071
OTHER COUNTRIES
Chittagong, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathzari
(mail: GPO Box 877, Chittagong)/ Tel. +88 (031) 225822
Colombo, Sri Lanka — 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel. +94 (01) 433325/ E-mail: iskcon@slt.lk
Dhaka, Bangladesh — & Chandra Mohan Basak St Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel, +880 (02) 236249
Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 739-6818/
Fax: +852 (2) T24-2186/ E-mail: iskcon.hong kong@pronto.bbt.se
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9546
Jessore, Bangladesh — MNitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar, P. 0. Panjia, Dist. Jessore
Jessore, Bangladesh — Rupa-Sanatana Smriti Tirtha, Ramsara, P. 0. Magura Hat, Dist. Jessore
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. 4977 (01) 371743/
Fax: +977 (01) 414400 (Attn: ISKCON)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -736% Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar.jps@com.bbt.se
Manila, Philippines — 92 Champagnat St., Corner Narra St., Marakina Heights, Marikina City/
E-mail: irma@skyinet.net
Phnom Penh, Kampuchea — 492 Preah Sothearos 5t., Sankat Tunle Bassac, Khan Chamcar Man/
Fax: +855 (023) 721742
Taipei, Taiwan — (mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kang)
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011
Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Kamatikada Nakano 1F, 164 Tokyo (Subharu Bidg.) / Tel. +81 (03) 5343-9417
or -3811 /Fax:+81 (03) 5343-3812
Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Indonesia — Govinda Kunja (contact ISKCON Jakarta)
Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak/ Tel, +63 (032) 83254
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Cebu, Philippines — Govinda's, 6th Door, Socorro Bldg., Corner Juana Osmena &
Don R. Aboitz Sts., Cebu City/ Tel. +63 (032) 253-4304

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Govinda's, 16-1 Jalan Bunus Enam, Masjid India/
Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369

NORTH AMERICA
CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth Street IL.E.,, T2E 353/ Tel, (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403} 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the "0 that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceplions:
For Spain, the number to drop is the initial *9,” for Russia, “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (1)

* New listing @ Temples with restaurants or dining

e Revised listing
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5R5/ Tel. (403} 439-9999/
E-mail: jsharma@mail. awinc.com

Montreal, Quebeec — 1626 Pie ¥ Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail:iskconmontreal@sprint.ca

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset 5t. E., K1N 6Y4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/
Fax: (613) 565-2575/ E-mail: 102623.2417@compuserve.com

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., MR 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@com.bbt.se

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. (604} 433-2428/ Fax: (604) 431-7251/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

RURAL COMMUNITY

Asheroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 1A0, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: deva.deva.tsi@com.bbt.se

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel, (404) 378-9234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com

Austin, Texas — 807-A E, 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: 74024.3203@compuserve.com

Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069
or T19-6738/ Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624

Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart Street, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Mariha 5t., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-hoise-om.hp.com

Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611/
Fa: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: boston@iskcon.net

Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W, Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: vanivasu@aol.com

Columbus, Ohio — 373 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel, (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail: malati.achsp@com.bbt.se

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330/ Fax: (214} 823-7264/
E-mail: txkrishnas@aol.com

Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., B0220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-8052/
E-mail: kamalini@aol.com

Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/
E-mail: fmansion@flash.net

Eugene, Oregon — 426 E. 12th Ave., 97401/ Tel. (541) 345-8053/ E-mail: eugene@com.hbt se

Gainesville, Florida — 214 N, 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@afn.org

Guraho, Puerto Rico — P.0. Box 1338, 00778/ Tel, (787) 737-3917

Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. & fax; (860) 289-7252/
E-mail; bhaktirasa@poboxes.com

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 585-3347/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/
E-mail: iskcon@aloha.net

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 3dth St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@hal-pc.org

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029/ Fax: (714) 497-9707/
E-mail; jagai@rupa.com

Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4809/
E-mail: nimainitai@aol.com

Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 80034/ Tel. (310} 836-2676/
Fax: (310) 839-2715/ E-mail: svavasa.acbsp@com.bbt.se

Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@com.bbt.se

New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70113/ Tel. (304) 486-3583/
E-mail; kmkdas@aol .com

New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fawx: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@aol.com

New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003 (mail: P. 0. Box 2509, New York, NY 10009)/
Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600/
Fax: (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vindavana@netreach.net

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South 5t., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-89335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com

Phoenix, Arizona — 100 5. Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602) 705-4900/ Fax: (602) 705-4901

Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave., 97218/ Tel. (503) 287-3252/
Fax: (503) 284-8350 (call first)/ E-mail: ksetra@acl.com

St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/ Fax: (314) 535-0672/
E-mail: sti@com.org

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500/
Fax; (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com

San Jose — 2679 New Jersey Ave., 95124/ Tel. (408) 553-3197

Sealtle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. 5.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293/
Fax: (206) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskean. net

Spanish Fork, Utah — Krishna Temple Project & KHON Radio, 8628 S. State Rd., 84660/
Tel. (801)798-3559/ Fax: (B01)798-9121/ E-mail: carudask@burgoyne.com

Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: frr2897 @garnet.acns.fsu.edu

*

Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 298-0970/
E-mail: samik-rsi.acbsp@com.bbt.se

Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. {520) 792-0630/
Fax: (520) 791-0906/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com

Washington, D.C. — 3200 lvy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493/
Fax: (301) 261-4797/ E-mail: btswami@ibm.net

Washingtan, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 299-5025/ E-mail: potomac@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Raman Reli) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (904) 462-2017/
E-mail: iskcon@safn.org

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601)749-0544 or799-1354/
Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmaocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Moundsville, West Virginia (New Urindavan) — R.D. 1, Box 319, 26041/ Tel. (304) 843-1600/
Fax: (304) 854-0023/ E-mail: palaceofgold@juno.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37358/ Tel. (615) 758-6886/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531

Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. {352) 376-9012

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00901/ Tel, (787) 724-0229

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lang, BT17 OHE, Northern Ireland/
Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4899
Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage. Wraxhall Road, Nailsea, BS19 1BN/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788
Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222) 831579
Cork, Ireland — Highland Cottage, 81, Lower Glanmire Road, Cork City/ Tel. +44 (021) 552976/
E-mail: cork@com.bbt.se
Coventry, England — 5ri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas kds@com.bbt.se
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: 106225271 6@compuseve.com
Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@com.bbt.se
Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St England, Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708-9400 or
643-8817/ E-mail: iskcon.liverpool.uk@com.bbt.se
London, England (city) — 910 Soho St., W1V 5DA, Englandy Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662;
(residentialipujaris/shop:) 439-3606/ Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office;) 437-5875/ E-mail: london@com. bbt.se
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 8EZ, England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852806/
E-mail: bhaktivedanta. manor@com.bbt.se
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4286 or 654-3138
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail; krishna.dharma. mg& com.bbt.se

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/ Tel. +44 (0191) 222-0150

Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 9LY/ Tel. +44 (01548) 830085
Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA/ Tel. +44 (01708) 454002
RURAL COMMUNITIES
County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. & fax; +353 (0508) 73305 or 73292/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie
Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, |SKCON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN
Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682/
E-mail: 105400.2653@compuserve.com
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Lid., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood
Herts WDE 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 805-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ Tel, +353 {01) 475-0309/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

GERMANY
Abentheuer — Boecking Str. 8, 55767 Abentheuer/ Tel, +49 (06782) 6494 or 2214/
Fax: +49 {06782) 40981/ E-mail: visvadeva.hks@com.bbl.se
Berlin — Hare Krishna Temple, e.V., Cuvrystrafle 1, 10997 Berlin/
Tel. & fax: +49 (030) 536 987 89/ E-mail: hariballaba.hks@com.bbt.se
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Boeblingen — Friedrich-List Strasse 58, 71032 Boeblingen/ Tel. +49 (07031) 223398

Cologne — Taunusstr. 40, 51105 Kaln/ Tel. +48 (0221) 830-1241/ Fax: +49 (0221) 837-0485/
E-mail: asanga.acbsp@com.bbt.se

Flenshurg — Hoerup 1, 24980 Neuhogrup/ Tel. +49 (04639) 7336/ E-mail: rudra hks@com.bbise e

Hamburg — Barnerstrs, 67, 22765/ Tel. +49 (040) 397602

Munich — Wachenheimer Strasse 1, Miinchen 81539/ Tel. +49 (089) 6880-0288/
Fax; +49 (089) 6880-028%/ E-mail: arjuna.hks@com.bbt.se

Nuernberg — Kopernikusplatz 12, 90459 Niirnberg/ Tel. +49 {0911) 453286

Wiesbaden — Schiersteiner Strasse 6, 65187 Wiesbaden/ Tel. +49 (0611) 373312/
Fax: +49 (0611) 308 2118/ E-mail: radharadhya.hks@com.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITY

Jandelsbrunn — Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra, Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/

Tel +49 (08583) 316/ Fax: +49 {08583) 1671

HUNGARY
Budapest — Mariaremetei ut, 77, Budapest 1028 [1/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail:100263.3167@compuserve.com
Debrecen — Szechenyi u. 55, Debrecen 4025/ Tel. +36 (052) 413-370/
Email: 100263.2131@compuserve.com
Eger— Szechenyi u. 64, Eger 3300/ Tel. +36 (036) 410-515/ Email: 100263, 2454@compuserve.com
Szalnak — Baratsag u. 6, Szolnak 5000/ Tel. +36 (056) 412-124/
Email: 100324.3045@compuserve.com
RURAL COMMUNITY
Somogyvamos — Krsna-volgy, Fo u. 38, Somogyvamos 8699/ Tel. +36 (065) 340-183/
Email: 1003243044 @compuserve.com

ITALY
Asti — Frazione Valle Reale, 20, 14018 Roatto (AT)/ Tel. +39 (0141) 938406 ®
Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terna d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo

d'lsola {BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705/

E-mail: villagio.hare.krsna@com.bbt.se
Bologna — Via Ramo Barchetta.2, Castagnolo Minore, 40010 Bentivogolio (BO)/

Tel. +39 (051) 863924
Breseia — Hare Krishna Club, Via Gabriela Rosa, 17, 25121Brescial Tel. +39 (030) 240-0995
Milano — Centro Culturale Govinda via Valpetrosa, 5, 20123 Milano/ Tel. +39 (02) 862417
Palermo — Viale della Regione Siciliana di Nord Ovest, 4441, 30145 Palermo/ Tel. +39(091) 670-0385
Rome — Hare Krishna Forum, Piaza Campo de' Fiori, 27, 00186 Rome/ Tel. +39 (06) 683-2660
Vicenza — Prabhupada-desa, Via Roma 8, 36020 Albettone (V1) Tel. +39 (0dd4) 790573/

Fax: +39 (0444) 790581/ E-mail: rohini@pronto.bbt.se

RURAL COMMUNITIES

Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — \ia Scopeti, 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FI)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 528470

Rome — Sri Gauramandala, via Mazzanese km. 0,700, Settevene-01036 Nepi (VT)/
Tel. +39 (0761) 52725/ Fax: +39 (0761) 527038

SPAIN
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12, Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelonal Tel. +34 (93) 302-5194
Madrid — Espiritu Sante 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
Mélaga — Ctra. Alora, 3, Int., 29140 Churriana, Malaga/ Tel. +34 (95) 262-1038
Santa Cruz de Tenerife — G/ Castillo, 44, 4°, Santa Cruz 38003, Tenerife/ Tel. +34 (922) 241035
Tenerile — Cf La Milagrosa, 6, La Cuesta, La Laguna, Tenerife/ Tel. +34 (922) 653422
RURAL COMMUNITY
New Vraja Mandala — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 {949) 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@com.bbt.se
RESTAURANT
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona/
Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729

SWEDEN
Githenburg — Hojdgatan 224, 431 36 Moelndalf Tel. +46 (031) 879648/ Fax: +46 (031) 879657
Gridinge — Korsnas Gard, 14792 Grodinge! Tel. +46 (8530) 29151/ Fax: +46 (08530) 25062/
E-mail: bmd@com.bbt.se
Karlstad — Vastra torgg. 16, 65224 Karlstad/ Tel. +46 (054) 152000/ Fax: +46 (054) 152001/
E-mail: iskcon.karlstad@com.bbt.se
Lund — Bredoatan 28 ipg, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 120413/ Fax; +46 (046) 188504
Malmé — Foreningsgatan 28, 21152 Malma/ Tel. +46 (040) 6116497; restaurant: 611-6496
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-8813 o
Uppsala — Nannaskolan sal F 3, Kungsgatan 22 (mail: Box 833, 751 08, Uppsala)/
Tel. +46 (018) 102924 or 509956
RURAL COMMUNITY
Jiirna — Almviks Gard, 153 95 Jarna/ Tel. +46 (08551) 52050/ Fax: +46 (08551) 52060/
E-mail; almviks.gard@com,.bbt.se
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Gothenburg — Govinda's, Viktoriagatan 24, 41125 Gothenburg/ Tel. +46 (031) 139698
Malmd — Higher Taste, Amiralsgatan 6, S-211 55 Malmi/ Tel. +46 (040) 970600
Umea — Govinda's, Pilg. 28, 90331 Umea/ Tel. +46 (090) 178875/
E-mail: yogindra.achsp@com.bbt.se

SWITZERLAND
Basel — Bhakti-yoga Zentrum, St. Jakob-Strasse 33, 4132 Muttenz/Tel. & fax: +41 (061) 462-0614/

L4
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E-mail: mahatseva hks@com.bbt se

Lugano — Via ai Grotti, 6862 Rancate (TI)/ Tel. +41 (091) 646-0071/ Fax; +41 (091) 646-0073/
E-mail: bhaktalabhya hks@com.bbt.se

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-3388/ Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114/
E-mail: syamananda.sns@com.bbt.se

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zarich/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/ E-mail: nitai.rama.tkg@com.bbt.se

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Bern — Marktgasse 7, 3011 Bern/ Tel. +41 (031) 312-3825

OTHER COUNTRIES
Aarhus, Denmark — Radio Krishna's Bogeafe, Thorvaldsensgade 32, 8000 Aarhus G/
Tel. +45 (08) 676-1545
Amsterdam, The Netherlands — Van Hilligaeristraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam/
Tel. +31 (020) 675-1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@com.bbt.se
Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000 Antwerpen/ Tel. +32 (03) 237-0037
Belgrade, Serhia — VVZ-Veda, Custendilska 17, 11000 Beograd/ Tel. +381 (011) 781-695
Copenhagen (Hillerad), Denmark — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4828-6446/
Fax: +45 4828-7331/ E-mail: dk.community@com.bbt se
Den Haag, The Netherlands — Van Zeggelenlaan 76, 2524 AS Den Haag/ Tel. +31 (070) 393-0750/
E-mail: premanjana.lok@com.bbt.se
Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gutenstein/
Tel, & fax; +43 (02) 634-7731/ E-mail: austria@com.bbt.se
Helsinki, Finland — Ruoholahdznkatu 24 D (11l krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-9879/
Fax: +358 (0) 694-9837
lasi, Romania — Stradela Moara De Vint 72, 6600 lasi
Kaunas, Lithuania — 37, Savanoryu pr., Kaunas/ Tel. +370 (7) 22-2574 or 26-8953/
Fax: +370 (7) 70-6642/ E-mail: kaunas@com.bbt se
Krakow, Poland — ul. Wyzynna 2, 30-617 Krakow/ Tel. & fax: +48 (012) 654-5824/
E-mail: krakow@com.hbt.se
Lisbon, Portugal — Rua Bernado Lima 35, 2° sala D 1150 Lisboa/ Tel. & fax: +351 (01) 354-0855
Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 61000 Ljubljana/ Tel. +386 {061) 131-2319/
Fax: +386 (061) 310815/ E-mail: aksaya.hks@com.bbt.se
Oslo, Norway — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274 Oslof Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172
Paris, France — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263/
Fax; +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@com.bbi.se
Plovdiv, Bulgaria — ul. Frosveta 56, Kv. Proslav, Plovdiv 4015/ Tel. +358 (032) 446962/
E-mail: plovdivEcom.bbt.se
Porto, Partugal — Rua de S. Miguel 19, 4050 (mail: Apartado 4108, 4002 Porto Codex)/
Tel, +351 (02) 200-5469
Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 280, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +420 (02) 302-1282 or
-1608/ Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@com bbt se
Pula, Croatia — Vinkuran centar 58, 52000 Pula (mail: P.0. Box 16)/ Tel. & fax: +385 (052) 573581
Riga, Latvia — 56, K. Baron st., L\1011/ Tel. +371 (02) 27-2480/ Fax: +371 (2) 27-4120/
E-mail: riga@cis.bbt.se
Rijeka, Croatia — Sv. Jurja 32, 51000 Rijeka (mail: P.0. Box 61)/ Tel. +385 (051) 543085/
Fax: +385 (051) 543056/ E-mail: navadvipa.hks@com.bbt.se
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — Marka Marulica 3/8, 71000 Sarajevo/
Tel. & fax: +387 (071) 647361
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 (086) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@com.bbt.se
Skopje, Macedonia — Vvz. "ISKCON,” Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000 Skopje/
Tel. +389 (091) 201451
Sofia, Bulgaria — “Shishman” str., N25 (mail: Sofia 1000, P.0 Box 827)/ Tel. +359 (02) 981-0478/
Split, Croatia — Cesta Mutogras 26, 21312 Podstrana, Split (mail: P.0. Box 290, 21001 Split)/
Tel. +385 (021) 651137
Tallinn, Estonia — 11-97 Linnamag Tee st/ Tel. +372 (2) 59-7569; (restaurant:) 44-2650
Timisoara, Romania — ISKCON, Porumbescu 92, 1800 Timisoara/ Tel. +40 (961) 54776/
E-mail: damodara@onling.ee
Vienna, Austria — Bhakiivedanta-Zentrum Wien, Roetzergaase 34/3, 1170 Vienna/
Tel. & Fax: +43 (01) 481-9212/ E-mail: vienna@gom.bbt.se
Vilnius, Lithuania — 23-1, Raugiklos st., 2024, Vilnius/ Tel. 4370 (2) or 74-5829/
E-mail: vilnius@com. bt se
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. +48 (022) 750-7797 or -8248/
Fax: +48 (022) 750-8249/ E-mail: warsaw@com.bbt se
Wroclaw — ul. Bierutowska 23, 51-317 Wroclaw (mail: MTSK 50-900, Wroclaw 2,
P.0. Box 858)/ Tel. & fax: +48 (071) 345-7981/ E-mail: ratibharta.hks@com.bbt se
Zagreb, Croatia — Bizek 5, 10000 Zagreb (mail: P.0. Box 68, 10001 Zagreb)/
Tel. & fax: 4385 (01) 377-2643
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Gzech Republic — Krsnuv Dvur c. 1, 257 28 Chotysany/ Tel. +420 (0602) 375978/
E-mail: varanasrama.lok@com.bbt.se
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (03) 8472-8235/
Fax: +33 (03) 8482-6973/ E-mail: guru-sakti.hks@com.bbt.se
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse. 36360, Lucay l¢ Male/
Tel. +33 (02) 5440-2395/ E-mail: new. mayapur@com.bbt se
Poland (New Santipura) — Czarnow 21, 58-424 Pisarzowice, gm. Kamienna Gora/
Tel. +48 (07574) 128 92

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 (03) 333-7444
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Oslo, Norway — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 59B, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Soukenicka 27, 110 00 Prague-1/

Tel. +420 (02) 2481-6631 or 2481-6016/ E-mail: prahlada.nrsimha.ss@com.bbt.se
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Na hrazi 5, 180 00 Prague 8-Liben/

Tel. +420 (02) 683-7226/ E-mail: prahlada.nrsimha.ss@com.bbt.se
Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES
RUSSIA
Astrahan — 141052, 8-59, Botvina st., Astrahan/ Tel. +7 (8510) 28-9431
Chita — 27, Kurnatovskogo st., Chita/ Tel. +7 (30222) 23-4971 or 23-0911/ E-mail: kar@rex.chita.ru
Ekaterinburg — 620078, G. Ekaterinburg, per. Otdelniy 50K VOG/ Tel. +7 (3432) 74-2200
or 49-5262/ E-mail: ekaterinburg@cis.bbt.se
Irkutsk — st. Krimskaya 6A/ Tel. +7 (3952) 38-71-32 or 3240-62/ E-mail: iosk@iosk.irkutsk.su
Kazan — 13, Sortirovochnaya st, pos.Yudino/ Tel. +7 (8432) 55-2529 or 42-8991
Krasnodar — 418, Stepnaya st., selo Elizavetinskoye, Krsnodarski krail Tel. +7 (8612) 50-1694
Kurjinovo — 8, Shosseinaya st., pos. Ershovo, Urupski region, Karachayevo-Cherkessia, Kurjinovo
Moscow — &/3, Kharoshevskoye sh., 125284 (mail: P.0. Box 63), Moscow/ Tel. +7 (085) 255-6711/
Tel, & fax; +7 (095) 945-3317
Moscow — Nekrasovsky pos., Dmitrovsky reg., 141700, Moscow/ Tel. +7 (095) 577-8543, -8601,
or -B775/ Fax: +7 (095) 446-4746
Murmansk — 16, Frolova st., Murmansk (mail: P.0. Box 5823)/ Tel. +7 (8152) 58-0284/
E-mail: upendra@mun.rospac.ru
Nijny Novgorod — 14b, Chernigovskaya st., Nijny Novgorod/ Tel. +7 (8312) 30-5197 or 25-2592/
E-mail: info@iskcon.nnow.ru
Novorossiysk — 117, Shillerovskaya st/ Tel. +7 (86134) 38-826 or 51-415
Novosibirsk —18/2 Kholodilynaya st., Novosibirsk, 630001/ Tel, +7 (3832) 46-2655 or -2666
Omsk — 664099, Omsk, 42, 10th Severnaya st. (Mail: P.0.Box 8741)/ Tel. +7 (3812) 24-5310
or 41-4051
Perm — 12, Verhnekuryinskaya st., 614065/ Tel, +7 (3422) 33-5740 or 27-0681/ E-mail: fl@pi.ccl.ru
Rostov-Na-Donu — 84/1, Saryana st., 344025 (Mail: P.0.Box 64, 344007)/
Tel. & fax: +7 (8632) 51-0456
Samara — 122, Aeroportovskoye sh., Zubchininovka, Samaral Tel. +7 (8462) 97-0318 or -0323
Simbirsk — 10, Glinki st., 432002/ Tel. +7 (8422) 21-4016
Sochi — 81a, Lesnaya st., Bytha, Sochil Tel, +7 (8622) 98-5639/ Tel. & fax: +7 (8622) 97-2483
Ulan-ude — 670013, Ulan-Ude, Prirechnaya str., 23/ Tel. +7 (3012) 30-795/
E-mail: abpchk@burnet. siberia.ru
Viadivostok — 5-1, Rudneva st., 690087, Viadivostok/ Tel. +7 {4232) 23-6685
RESTAURANTS
Ekaterinburg — Sankirtana, 33 Bardina st./ Tel, +7 (3432) 41-2737
St. Pelershurg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky pr., 190008/ Tel. +7 (812) 113-7896
Vladivostok — Gopal's, Oleanskiy pr10/12 / Tel. +7 (4232) 268943/
E-mail: vrajendra kumar.pvs@com.bbt se

UKRAINE

Dnepropetrovsk — Kalininskiy spusk 39, Dnepropetrovsk/ Tel. +73 (0562) 42-3631 or 45-4709/
E-mail: vibhuti@iskcon.dp.ua

Donetsk — 22, Rubensa st., Makeyevka 339018, Donezk/ Tel. +380 (0622) 94-9104 or -3140/
E-mail: premada@iskeon.dongisk.ua

Kharkov — 43, Verhnegiyovskaya st., Holodnaya Gora 310015/ Tel. +380 (0572) 20-2167 or 72-6869/
E-mail: kharkov@iskcon. kharkov.ua

Kiev — 16, Zoryany per., 254078, Kiew/ Tel. +380 (044) 434-7028 or 433-8312/
Fax: +380 (044) 244-4934/ E-mail: acyuta@krsna.kiev.ua

Lvav — 4, Avrory st., 290032/ Tel. +380 (0322) 33-3106 or 72-8756

Nikolayev — 5-8, Sudostroitelny per., 327052, Nikolayew/ Tel. +380 (0510) 35-1734/
E-mail: vandya@iskcon.aip.nikholaev.ua

Vinnica — 5, Chkalov st,, 28601, Vinnica/ Tel. +380 (0432) 32-3152/ E-mail: om@iskcon.vinnica.ua

OTHER COUNTRIES

Almaty, Kazakstan — 5, Kommunarov per., 480022, Almaty/ Tel, +7 (327) 235-3830 or 235-3930/
E-mail: advaita@advaita.itpm.alma-ata.su

Ashgabat, Turkmenistan — 17-48, Ashtabayeva st., Ashgabal/ Tel. +7 (12) 29-8642 or 41-7870

Baku, Azerbaijan — 2, Zardobi per., Uzbekistan st., pos. 8th km. 370060, Baku/
Tel. +994 (12) 21-2376/ E-mail: baku@com.bbt.se

Bishkek, Kirgizstan — 5, Omsky per., 720007, Bishkek/ Tel. +7 (3312) 24-2230 or 44-3776/
E-mail: ildar@nipub.freenet.bishkek.su

Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — 38, Anzob st., 734001, Dushanbe/ Tel. +7 (3772) 27-1920 or -3990

Kishinev, Moldova — 13, A. Popovich st., 277022, Kishinev / Tel. +373 (2) 55-8099 or 76-0254/
E-mail: kishinev@cis.bbt.se

Minsk, Belarus — 11, Pavlova st., 220053, Minsk/ Tel. +375 {172} 13-0629/
E-mail: minski@cis.bbt.se

Sukhumi, Georgia — st. Pr-t Mira d 274, Sukhumif Tel. +995 (8122) 2-9854

Tashkent, Uzbekistan — 54, Chervyakava st., 700005/ Tel. +7 (3712) 93-0352 or 34-4612/
E-mail; root@krish.tashkent.su

Thilisi, Georgia — 16, Kacharava st., Avchalskoye sh., 380053, Thilisi Tel. +995 (32) 62-3326
or 98-5812/ E-mail: nandapriya.nks@com.bbt.se
RESTAURANT

Almaty, Kazakstan — 4, Zalomova st., 480037, Almaty/ Tel. +7 (327) 235-1444

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 82341378/
Fax: (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@ilinders.edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), LD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brisbane@com.bbt se
Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskcon.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/ Tel. <61 (08) 9370-1552/
Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: knshnas@iinet.net.au
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)/
Tel. +61 (029) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (029) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduvcp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax: +61 (052) 857309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt. View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock], NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 961800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govindas, 15t floor, 99 Elizabeth St., QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brisbane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick 5t., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@com.bbt.se
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939%/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
Perlh — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/
E-mail: perth@com.bbt.se
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529D King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. 461 (02) 9550-6524

NEW ZEALAND, F1JI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Christchurch, New Zealand — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/

Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/ Fax: +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave, (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039/

E-mail: fijic@com.bbt.se
Port Moreshy, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia 5t., Hohola

(mail; P.0. Bax 571, POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.s
Suva, Fiji — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd., Masinu 7' miles, Samabula (mail: P.0. Box 3957)/

Tel. +679 381161/ E-mail: fiji@com. bbt.se
Wellington, New Zealand — 105 Newlands Rd., Newlands (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/

Tel. +64 (04) 478-1414

RURAL COMMUNITY
Auckland, New Zealand (Mew Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
{mail: R.D. 2, kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand — Gopal's, Civic House (15t floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4585
Christchurch, New Zealand — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035
Lahasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal’s, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel, +679 662990
Suva, Fiji — Gopal's, 18 Pratt 5t./ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@com bbt.se

AFRICA
GHANA
Accra — Samsam Rd., Dff Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, Accra North, P.0. Box 11686, Ghana
Kumasi — P.0. Box 101, LLS.T.
Nkawkaw — P.0. Box 69
Sunyani — South Ridge Estates, P.0.Box 685
Takoradi — New Amanful, P.0. Box 328
Tarkwa — State Housing Estate, Cyanide

RURAL COMMUNITY
Eastern Region — Hare Krishna Farm Community, P.0. Box 15, Old Akrade

NIGERIA
Rheokuta — badan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.0. Box 5177)
Benin City — 108 Lagos Rd., Uselu/ Tel. +234 (052) 247900
Enugu — 8 Church Close, off College Rd., Housing Estate, Abakpa-Nike
Ibadan — 1 Ayo Akintoba St., Agbowo, University of Ibadan
Jos — 5 Liberty Dam Close, P.0. Box 6557, Jos
Kaduna — 8B Dabo Rd., Kaduna South, P.0, Box 1121, Kaduna
Lagos — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St.. Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd., Lagos
{mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osodi)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169
Port Harcourt — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Warri — Okwodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Orerokpe Rd. {mail: P.0. Box 1322, Warri)

* Newlisting 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing.
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

SOUTH AFRICA
Cape Town— 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) G86-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@com.bbt.se
Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle (mail: P.0. Box 56008), Chatsworth 4030/
Tel, +27 (031) 403-3328/ Fax: +27 (031) 403-4429/ E-mail: iskcon.durban@com.bibt.se
Johannesburg — 40 Impala Crescent, Ext. 5 (mail: P.0. Box 926}, Lenasia 1820/
Tel. +27 (011) 854-1975/ Tel. & fax: +27 (011) 852-3176/ E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com
Port Elizabeth — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Road, Port Elizabeth 6000/
Tel. & fax +27 (041) 534330
Pretoria — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za
OTHER COUNTRIES
Abidjan, Cote D'lvoire — AICK-CI, 01 B.P. 8366
Gahorone, Botswana — P.0. Box 201003/ Tel, +267 307768/ Fax; +267 301988
Kampala, Uganda — Bombo Rd., near Makerere University (mail: P.0. Box 1647, Kampala)/
Fax: +266 (041) 251145
Kisumu, Kenya — P.0. Box 547/ Tel, +254 (035) 42546/ Fax: +254 (035) 43294/
E-mail: pundarika.gkg@com.hbt.se
Marondera, Zimbabwe — 6 Ping Street (mail: P.0O. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 887-7801
Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248
Nairahi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957
Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bornes, Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax; +230 465-1066/ E-mail: iskconhkl@intnet.mu
Rose Hill, Mauritius —13 Gordon St./ Tel. +230 454-5275
RURAL COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955
Uganda — 9 Dewington Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1647), Kampala/ Tel. +256 (041) 232302

LATIN AMERICA
BOLIVIA
Cochabamba — Av. Heroinas E-435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070/ Tel. & fax: 4591 (042) 54346/
E-mail: bbt@pino.chb.entelnet. bo
La Paz — Pasaje Jauregui, 2262 Sopocachi/ Tel. +591 (02) 721945/
Fax; +581 (02) 392710/ E-mail: atma@datacom-ho.net

+ Santa Cruz — Calle 27 de Mayo No. 99 esq. Justo Bazan/ Tel. & fax: +591 (03) 345189/

E-mail; sistemas@mitai.nrs.bolnet.bo
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Cochabamba — Restaurant Gopal, calle Espaiia N-250 (Galeria Olimpia)/
Tel. +591 (042) 34082
Cochabamba — Restaurant Govinda, calle Mexico #E0303/ Tel. +531 (042) 22568
Cochabamba — Resataurant Tulasi, Av. Heroinas E-262
La Paz — Restaurant Imperial, Calle Sagarnaga No. 213
Oruro — Restaurant Govinda, Galle 6 de Octubre No. 6071
Santa Cruz — Snack Govinda, Calle Bolivar esq. Av. Argomosa (primer anillo)/
Tel, +591 (03) 345189
Sucre — Restaurant Sat Sanga, Calle TarapacaNo. 161/ Tel. +591 (64) 22547
RURAL COMMUNITY
Contact ISKCON Cochabamba

BRAZIL
Belem, PA — Av. Almirante Tamandari, 1012, Centro, CEP 66023 000/ Tel. +55 (091) 243-0558/
E-mail: krsnadas@libnet.com.br
Belo Horizonte, MG — R. Ametista, 212, Prado, CEP 30410 420/ Tel. +55 (031} 332-8460/
E-mail: iskconmg@africanet.com.br
Brasilia, DF — SCRS, 509 Bloco A Entrada 79, sala 2 asa sul, CEP 70360 510/
Tel, +56 (061) 272-3111
Campina Grande, PB — R. Verancio Neiva, 136, Centro
Campos, RJ — R, Barao de Miracema, 186, Centro, CEP 28016 100, Campos dos Goitacazes
Curitiba, PR — Alameda Cabral, 670, Centro, CEP 80410 210/ Tel. +55 (041) 277-3176/
E-mail: natarai@crt.sol.com.br
Floriandpolis, SC — R. Cesar Augusto de Souza, 319, Careanos, CEP 88047 440
Fortaleza, CE— R. José Lourengo. 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115 228/ Tel. +55 (085) 264-1273
Goiania, GO — R. Centro g Treze, B-85, CEP 47020 050/ Tel. +55 (062) 224-9820
Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1599, Centro, CEP 69005 141/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202
Natal, RN — Praia de Serinhazm, 2254, Ponta Negra, CEP 55092 180
Petropolis, Rl — R. do Imperador, 349, Sobreloja 9, Centro, CEP 25620 002
Porto Alegre, RS — R. Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim, CEP 90035 201/ Tel. +55 (051) 233-1474
Recife, PE—R. Demaclitos de Souza Filho, 235, Madalena, 50001 870
Ribeirdo Preto, SP — R. Carlos Gomes, 2315, Campos Elasios, CEP 14085 400/
Tel. +55 (016) 628-1533
Rio de Janeiro, RJ — R. Mucu, 120, Alto da Boa Vista, CEP 20531 180/ Tel. +55 (021) 267-0052
Salvador, BA — R. Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas, 40225 460/ Tel. +55 (071) 382-1064/
E-mail: iskconba@atarde.com.br
San Carlos, SP— R. Emilio Ribas, 195, Centro, CEP 13563 060
Sdo Paulo, SP — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecilia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Parati, RJ — CP 62, Fazenda Goura Vrindavan, Serto Idaiatuba, CEP 23970 020
Pindamonhangaba, SP — Fazenda Nova Gokula, CP 108, Bairro Ribeiro Grande, CEP 12400 000/

Tel. +55 (012) 982-9036/ Fax: +55 (012) 982-9036/ E-mail: faznovgk@iconet.com.br
Teresopolis, RJ — Nova Vrajabhumi, CP 93468, CEP 25951 970
RESTAURANT
Caxias do Sul, RS — R. Italia Travi, 601, Rio Branco CEP 95097 710

MEXICO

+ Guadalajara — Pedro Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. +52 (3) 616-0775
o Mexico City — Tiburcio Montiel 45, Col. San Miguel, Chapultepec O.F. 11850/ Tel. +52 (5) 514-3071/

E-mail: mexico@com. bbt.se
Monterrey — Av. Luis Elizondo No. 400, local 12, Gol. Alta Vista/ Tel. +52 (8) 387-3028
Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires/ Tel. +52 (84) 178752
Tulancingo — (mail: Apartado 252, Tulancingo, Hildago)/ Tel. +52 (775) 34072/
E-mail: libbhkti@mail.internet.com.mx
RURAL COMMUNITIES
Guadalajara — Contact ISKCON Guadalajara
Veracruz — Mail: Jesus Garcia 33, Col. Ferrocarril, Cerro Azul, Ver./
E-mail; libbhkti@mail.internet.com.mx
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Veracruz — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel. +52 (272) 57525

PERU
Lima — Carretera Central Km. 32 {frente a la curva que baja a la Cantuta) Chosica/
Tel. & fax: +51 (014} 491-0250
Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel, +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe

# Lima — Av. Garcilaso de la Vega 1670/ Tel. +51 (014) 433-2589

RURAL COMMUNITY

Correo De Bella Vista— DPTO De San Martin
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Cuzco — Espaderos 128

OTHER COUNTRIES
Asuncidn, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925, Asuncidn/
Tel. +595 (021) 480-266/ Fax: +595 (021) 490-449/E-mail: johgilba@infonet.com.py
Bogotd, Colombia — Calle 46 BIS, 3-27, Chapinero Alto, Bogotd/ Tel, & fax +57 (01) 288-4680/
Tel. +57 (01) 288-6692/ E-mail: dharma-pdb@bbs.navegante.com.co
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax; +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. +57 (023) 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida Berlin, Quinta Tia Lola, La California Morte/ Tel. +58 (02) 225463
Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mts. abajo/
Tel. +505 (341) 2359
Essequibo Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay, Essequibo Coast
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guatemala, Guatemala — Calzada Roosevelt 4-47 tercer nivel, Zona 11
Guayaquil, Ecuadaor — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel, +533 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Montevideo, Uruguay — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Mariano Moreno 2660, Montevideo/
Tel. +598 (02) 477919/ E-mail: bircandr@chasque.apc.org
Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, casa #10, frente a INPSA
(mail: P.0. Box 6-1776, El Dorado)/ Tel. +507 231-6561/ E-mail; iskconpanama@hotmail.com
Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, No.19-36

# (uito, Ecuador — Inglaterra y Amazonas

Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556, (2000) Rosario/
Tel. +54 (041) 252630, 264243/ Fax: +54 (041) 490838/ E-mail: rosario@dasa.satlink net
San José, Costa Rica — Avenida 6 y calle 3, de Ja Pizza Hut 30 metros al osste
(mail: Apartado 166, 1002, Paseo de los Estudiantes)/ E-mail: arjunadas@hotmail.com
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel. +503 78-0799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel.net
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Contact Gobhatta Dasa, P.0. Box 14309/
Tel. & fax: (809) 541-9714/ E-mail: gobhatta@codetel net.do
Tequcipalpa, Honduras — Apartado Postal 30305/ Tel. +504 32-3172/ Fax. +504 24-7806
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel. +1 (809) 647-2165
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada Ave. Longdenville, Chaguanas
RURAL COMMUMNITIES
Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri) — Ciudad de la Paz 3554 (1429) Capital Federal/
Tel. & fax: +54 (01) 523-8085
Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/
Tel. 612688 en Cali
Costa Rica — Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin Lancaster
{por Calle Concava), 200 metros al sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/
Tel. +506 551-6752
Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaguil)
Ecuador (Giridharidesha) — Chordeleg (near Cuenca), Cassiga Postal 01.05.1811, Cuenca/
Tel. +593 (7) 255735/ E-mail: aguirrea@uio.satnet.net
El Salvador — Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Opto. de La Libertad
Guyana — Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
ADDITIOMAL RESTAURANTS
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Jagannath Prasadam, Triunvirato 4266 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (D1} 521-3396
Buenos Aires, Argentina — Restaurante Tulasi, Marcelo T. de Alvear 628, Local 30/
Tel. +54 {01) 311-0972
Guatemala, Gualemala — Callejor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
San Salvador, El Salvador — 25 Avenida Norte 1132



FROM THE EDITOR

Strange But True

[FIRST SAW HARE KRSNA devotees in Den-
ver, 1969 or *70, during my first year at the U.S.
Air Force Academy. They were chanting on
the street, and one of them gave me a Back to
Godhead magazine. I flipped through it, but I
couldn’t bring myself to read it. It seemed too

as strange as the devotees looked.
I had no idea the magazine dealt with the

strange

essential questions of life.

Now I'm the editor of that magazine.
About four years after my first contact with
devotees, I received a small book—Srila
Prabhupada’s Krsna, the Reservoir of Pleasure.
This time [ was ready for it. I was sincerely
searching for the meaning of life, and Prabhu-
pada’s message made so much sense. I wasn’t
bothered that it came in a foreign package.

Now I'm a member of a team trying to
present the philosophy of Krsna consciousness
in interesting and inspiring ways to readers old
and new. One challenge we face is reaching
people who are like I was thirty years ago, peo-
ple forwhom Back to Godhead’s message seems
so foreign they won'’t give it a second thought.
They look at devotees and think, “What could
those weird-looking Hare Krsnas possibly have
to say that’s relevant to me?”

When I finally started to listen, I realized
that everything devotees said reinforced and
expanded on the religious instruction of my
youth. I found that the basic message of Krsna
consciousness is universal and easy to under-
stand. Simply stated: God exists, we're subor-
dinate to Him, and our dutyis to love and serve
Him.

Because most people believe in God, they
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would probably agree with this statement.
So what does Krsna consciousness have to
offer them? More Knowledge. Even the God-
fearing seem to know little about God and
lack inspiration to love and serve Him, nor do
they know how. Our God-fearing world grows
increasingly ungodly. Back to Godhead aims to
deepen our understanding of God and our
loving relationship with Him. It presents the
science of God from the most comprehensive
books on the subject: the Vedic literature.

Because everyone is a child of God, infor-
mation about Him is relevant to all of us. Peo-
ple who sincerely want to understand God and
their own place in the cosmos can get help from
the time-honored information available in the
Vedicliterature. The true seekeraccepts knowl-
edge evenifitapparently comes from a foreign
source. The Vedas are no more eastern than the
sun, which also rises in the east but shines on
people all over the world.

Back to Godhead is concerned with eter-
nal, universal truths, with complete reality.
Whether you're from China, Europe, India,
or America, the same natural laws propel you
from childhood to youth to old age and, finally,
to death. Do you know what’s going to hap-
pen then? Unfortunately, that’s a piece of in-
formation most people don’t have. Fortunately,
it’s part of the vast knowledge easily available
from the Vedic literature and the pages of Back
to Godhead.

If you have any suggestions on how we
at BTG can improve our presentation of this
information, please let us hear from you.

—Nagaraja Dasa



_:We carry all of Srlla Prabhupada S books, CDS,

lecture tapes, and videos. Call for more information.

[n.qlish

Krsna, the Supreme Personality.' :

Of Godhead

Absorb yourself in Lord Krsna's pastimes with
Srila Prabhupada’s complete Krsna book. Two-
volume paperback set. 1,084 pages, 29 color
plates. $15:95. Special BTG price! — $9.95

Other Books by Srila Prabhupada
. Bhagavad-gita As It Is (deluxe), $24.95

Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (9 volumes), $349.50
Easy Jowmey to Other Planets, $2.95

Life Comes from Life, $2.95

The Nectar of Devotion, $14.95

The Nectar of Instruction, $2.95

The Perfection of Yoga, $1.95

The Path of Yoga, $6.95

Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers, $2.50

: Srmuul Bhagavatam (18 volumes), $399.95

Snil sopanisad, $2.95

" The Science of Self- Rcahzatmn (dLlUXL) $13 95
' Teachings of Lord Caitanya, $14.95
“Teachings of Lord Kapila, $13.95
\Teachings of Queen Kunti, $13.95

Folio VedaBASE CD (new version), $85 for

‘upgrade only. Please call for details.

Spanish

Tal Cnmo Es

Meditacion y Superconciencia  La Perfeccion del Yoga
- (The Perfection of Yoga)
Softhound, 57 pages, $1.95 = Softbound, 895 pages, $9.95

(T}ﬁ; Topmost Yoga System)
Softbound, 64 pages, $1.95

(all to order: 1-800-800-3264

| Bhagavad -(ita |

$u Divina Grcin
ALC. Blaktivedanta Swuml Prablupida
et ot

El Bhagavad-gita Tal Como Es
{Bhagavad-gita As It Is)

La Ciencia de la Auto Realizacion
(The Science of Self-Realization)
Softbound, 334 pages, $7.95
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Gaura-Nitai Deities and Outfits
Deities—ILarge brass,-5.5" tall, $29.95 per pair.
‘Small brass, 4.5" tall; $23.95 per pair.
Outfits—Includes dresses, necklaces, crowns,
peacock feathers, colored feathers, bracelets,
and earrings. Large, $19.95; small, $11.95.

Altar Photos : ;
Printed on card stock and ready for framing.
One 3.5"x 5" of each: Srila Prabhupada, Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati, Gaura Kisora Dasa Babaji,
and Bhaktivinoda Thakura. One 5.5" x 8" of the
six Gosvamis. One 5"x 7" of each: Pafica

Tattva and Lord Nrsimhadeva. One 8"x 10"

of Radha-Krsna. $4.95 for the entire set.

Radha-Krsna Deities and Outfits

Brass Deities—4.5" tall, $23.95 per pair.

- Outfits—Includes dresses, necklaces, crowns,
i'pc'acock feathers, colored feathers, bracelets,

" flute, and earrings. $19.95 =~

Child’s Arati Set

Includes 8" tray, bell, incense holder, ghee lamp,
acamana cup with spoon, conch shell for offering
water, conch shell stand, mini-camara with wooden

handle, and peacock fan. $39.95

Gll o oder: 1-800-800-3284




‘Bhakti: Devotional

- Chants from India—by
Havi Dasa (Ilan Chester),
This very talented musician,

singer, and composer from
Latin America quit his
professional career in

1996 to dedicate himself
to spreading Vedic culture
through his music. These
very sweet, professionally
orchestrated kirtanas are
presented in a mix of con-
temporary and traditional

styles. CD-$14.95

Vrndavan Mellows—by Aindra Dasa and the
24-Hour Bhajana Band. Recorded live at the Krishna
Balaram Mandir in Vrndavana, India. Vol T (Ltem
DVM1) $14.95; Vol. 2 (Item DVM2) $14.95; Vol. 3
(Item DVM3) $14.95.

Stay High Forever—by Krishnafest. Recorded live
hetween 1994 and 1998. Eight maha-mantra melodies
accompanied by guitar, bass, drums, tabla, conga, and

keyboard. Vocals by Mahatma Dasa and Rasa Manjari

DeviDasi. Tape; $6.95.

Ananda—by Harmsavatara Dasa. Traditional Sanskrit
mantras and Bengali bhajanas, married with a modern
mix of East/West arrangements, credting an entirely
new sound and mood. $15.95

Majesty: Music for the Soul—by Hari Bandhu Dasa.

Presented by ISKCON Communications. Profits go
directly o Food for Life, an international food-relief
organization providing vegetarian meals to'the needy
worldwide. Contains 10 original songs. $16.95

Lalasamavyi: Devotional Meditations
~—by Bada Haridas. Ajunique presentation
‘of traditional Sanskrit and Bengali songs

(by Stinivasa Acarya, Narottama Dasa
Thakura, ']_ayadeva Gosvami, and Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura), beautifully orchestrated
' with a variety of Indian and Western
instruments. CD $14.95; tape $7.95
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INCENSE ==
We have 4 brands
of incense, with it
many varieties of L e
frag:rances ,b pu';wed e
to fit your budget. . . |
1. Spiritual Scents—Naga Raj, Golden T
champa, Gopinath, Padma, Abhay e
Flora. 20-gram packets (about 20 sticks), -
$1.95 per pack; 5 packs or more, $1.75
ea.; 10 packs or more, $1.50 ea. —
2. Gour Dham—QOur most economical ~
high-quality incense from India. Rose, —~——
Mogra, Agar Amber, Khus, Prema, e
Vrindavan Flower, Intimate, Musk, ._ s
Jasmine, Kewra, Kesar Chandan, Firdous, 3 o e |

Heena, Nagchampa. Also, three new
scents: Patchouly, Sandal, and Bouquet.
One pack (20 sticks), $1.25; 5-19 packs,
$.95 ea.; 20 packs or more, $.75 eca.

3. Sri Sai Flora Fluxo—One fragrance.

10 extra-thick long-burning sticks per 25-
gram packet, $2.95 ea.; 50-gram

packet, $4.95

4. Krishna—Musk, Special Rose, Saffron,
Jasmine, Prema, Raj Laxmi, Prabhu
Darshan, Vrindavan Flower, Sandalwood,
Everest. Sold in 10-pack variety (1 of

each fragrance), 15 sticks per packet,
$9.95: 3 or more 10-packs, $7.95 ea.
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Sadhu Goes to the Yamuna—— by K'Illndi
“Devi Dasi and Ananda Devi Dasi. Come
along with Sadhu the squirrel 6n his adven-
tures while discovering the sacred land of
Vrndavana. Available in English or Spanish.
Softbound, 28 pages, $4 95

Bhakta Musd(a and the Llon— written and T
. an h MUSIRA

illustrated by Manya Dasa. A fierce lion

spares the life of Musika the mouse,
~who then saves the life of the lion and

inspires everyone in Krsna consciousness.

Softhound, 36 pages, $4.95

BTG Service Center / Hare Krsna Bazaar
P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA = (800) 800-3284
Qureside USA & Canada: +1 (336) 871-2620 or fax 871-3641

E-mail: archives@earthlink.net o Web: www.krsna.com

Please send me: | e Qty.

Subtotal |
S i A
Amt. enclosed

Payment method:
[ Check [ money order
[] Credit card

tions, make checks payable to Back to Godhead, We accept the following eredit
cards: VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover.

Name ' i £ ETl

Address = Mo Apt.
City.: _ State. | Zip
Card no. j s Exp-.

i glgnature ; ' ' :

- *Mainland USA please add minimum 0f$3 or 10% of order value. Ord( s
“outside USA add 30% of order tdlue i

Amount |

Make chiecks payable to BTG Seivice Cenrer. (Us fuinds only.) For subscrip--

Hanuman—by Joshua M. Green (Yogesvara
Dasa) and Eric Jendresen. A concise |
retelling of the great classic adventure
Ramayana, seen through the eyes of -
Hanuman as he grows from a young mischie-
vous monkey to the wise guardian of Rama.
9.5"x 12", with 19 full- color two-page

......

Little _Vaisn_z;val _
Tapes and Songbooks

- — by Mreaksi Devi Dasi. A sweet

and easy way to teach your children
Krsna's pastimes and philosophy.
Out of production for over ten years,
these song tapes are now available for
a new generation of devatee
children. LVSongs1: 60-min. tape
$5.95, 18-page hook $3.95.
LVSongs2: 60-min. tape $5.95,
17-page book $3.95. EVStories:

An original devotee drama and pup-

pet show. 100-min. tape $6.95

11999 CALENDARS

. BBT. éalendar

Has both Vaisnava and civil holi-
days. Opens to 12" x 18" $6.95

» Krsna Art Wall Calendar

Paintings by B. G. Sharma. Spiral

bound, 13.5"x 19" $16.95

» Krsna Art Pocket Calendar
Paintings by B. G. Sharma.

- 4.5"x 6" $6.95




Vedic Thoughts

Devotees whose tongues
are decorated always with prayers
to Lord Krsna are always given
respect even by the great saintly persons
and sages, and such devotees are actually
worshipable by the demigods.

Skanda Purana

L 2

Whoever knows Me as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
without doubting, is the
knower of everything. He therefore
engages himself in full devotional service
to Me, O son of Bharata.

Lord Sri Krsna
Bhagavad-gita 15.19

L 2

When the devotees of Lord Krsna
dance, their steps crush
the inauspiciousness of the earth,
their glances destroy the inauspiciousness
of the ten directions, and their
raised arms push away the

inauspiciousness of the demigods’ planets.

Hari-bhakii-sudhodaya 20.68

r'S

By scrutinizingly reviewing all
the revealed scriptures and judging them
again and again, it is now concluded
that Lord Narayana [Krsna]
is the Supreme Absolute Truth,
and thus He alone should be worshiped.

Skanda Purana, Padma Purana,
and Linga Purana

Al heads of state should
themselves be bona fide representatives
of God and should cut down
all irreligious systems. Unfortunately
they are cowards who declare
a secular state. Such a mentality is a way
of compromising religious and
irreligious systems, but because of this
citizens are generally becoming
uninterested in spiritual advancement.
Thus the situation deteriorates
to such an extent that human society
becomes hellish.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

) Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.19.26, Purport

L 2

Service to Lord Krsna is
the original nature of the individual
spirit soul. Situated in that service,
the individual soul is happy
eternally. Rejecting that service,
the individual soul becomes attracted
to material illusions and suffers
the threefold miseries of material life.
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Sri Datta-kaustubha, Text 29

4

In this Age of Kali, the holy name
of the Lord, the Hare Krsna mantra,
is the incarnation of Lord Krsna. Simply
by chanting the holy name, one
associates with the Lord directly. Anyone
who does this is certainly delivered.

Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Sri Caitanya-caritamria, Adi-lila 17.22

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FI. 32616, USA.

Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.

Contibutor to Vedic Thoughts for this issue: Bhaktin Beatrice Koss (Brussels, Belgium)



The onlv magazme dedicated to krsna.

To subscribe to Back to Godhead, call |-800-800-3284.
Or write to: BTG, P O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA.
Fax: [-336-871-364 1. E-mail: btgsubs@com.bbt.se.
One year (6 issues) is only $19.95 (regularly $24). Canada: $20.95 (Canadian dollars).
Other countries: $26.95 (US funds only, and payable on a US bank).



