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* Prabhupada founded

. Back to Godhead maga-
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people back to godly life
and ultimately to God
Himself in the spiritual world. As Srila

Prabhupada explains in the opening article 3
P g P b Lord Sri Krsna, the

Supreme Personality
of Godhead, the
source of all material
and spiritial worlds

of this issue, when we forget that human life
has a spiritual purpose we waste time in
pursuits based solely on the body.

In the traditional culture of India, guided
by the Vedas, most people understood the
need to purify their consciousness in the
quest for liberation. That’s why they endured
great hardships to walk on pilgrimages to
holy sites, such as the ones in the Himalayas
you'll read about in this issue. People in
Vedic culture also understood that forces of
material nature impel us to act in ways that
slow our spiritual progress. In the article The
Vedic Personality Index, you'll get a chance
to learn just how these forces affect you, and
that knowledge can help you plan your life

for spiritual success. ; )
P e Lord Sri Caitanya

Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
information about Buddha and His teachings most recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
If you need help with unfamiliar words. Hare Krsna

In this issue you'll also get confidential

and see how God consciousness, or Krsna
consciousness, fits into every sphere of life.

please see the Glossary on page 51.
Hare Krsna.
Nagardaja Dasa
Managing Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal from
the temporary.

¢ To expose the faults of materialism.

* To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques

of spiritual life.
= To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness

* To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

* To help every living being remember and
serve Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.



4

BACK TO GODHEAD

The Magazine of the
Hare Krishna Movement

FOUNDER
{under the direction of His Divine Grace
Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada)
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedania
Swami Prabhupada

EDITOR Jayadvaita Swami © MANAGING EDI-
TOR Nagarija Disa © ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Drutakarma Dasa, Jagajivana Dasa, Mukunda
Goswami, Urmila Devi Dasi, Visakha Devi Dasi »
DESIGN Yamarija Dasa » PROOFREADERS
Guru-Krsoa Dasa, Iiva Dasa, Kesihanta Dasa, Tony
Criscuolo ® ARCHIVES Ranajit Dasa = SUBSCRI-
BER SERVICES Arci Devi Dasi, Dulala Candra
Dasa. Hari-priva Devi Dasi, Kalakantha Disa,
Manjari Devi Dasi. Trivikrama Dasa » TEMPLE
SERVICES Lokasiksini Devi Dasi

PUBLISHING COORDINATOR Y udhisthira Dasa
* PRODUCTION Sac-cid-ananda Dasa  MAR-
KETING Raghunitha Dasa « ACCOUNTS Dulala
Candra Dasa, Punyva Kirti Disa. Sahadeva Dasa
SPECIAL PROJECTS Ms. Shashi Bhagnari

EDITORIAL OFFICES Send editorial correspon-
dence to BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616,
LSA. Phone: (904) 462-7794, Fax: (904) 462-78493. Or
BTG, 33 anki Kutir, Nextto State Bank of Hyderabad,
Juhu, Mumbai 400049, India. Phone: (022) 618-1715.
Fax: (022) 618-4827. E-mail: editors@com.bbt.se

SUBSCRIPTIONS Back to Godhiead is published six
times a year. For a one-year subscription send $24 to
Back to Godhead, P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC
27046, LISA. Or call toll-free: 1-800-800-3284, In
Canada call our 800 number orsend $20.95 Canadian,

For subscriptions outside the US and Canada add
$3. Paymentin US funds (payable ona US bank ) must
accompany your order.

In the UK send £18.50 to Bhaktivedanta Books
Limited, P. O. Box 324, Borehamwood, HertsW D6
INB, England.

In South Africa send R8(0 to ISKCON Subscrip-
tions, P. O. Box 56003, Chatsworth 4030, South
Africa,

SUBSCRIBER SERVICE To change your address
or clear up any guestions about your subscription.
write to BTG Service Center, P. O, Box 255, Sandy
Ridge, NC 27046, USA. Or call 1-800-800-3284. Or
use e-mail (btgsubsi@eom.bbise). We can answer
vour questions faster if you send a recent mailing
label orinvoice. Please allow eight weeks for changes
to show on your mailing label,

PRINTING Interprint, Clearwater, Florida, USA
PREPRESS Digital Prepress International through
PrintNet, USA

@E © 1998 The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Interna-
tional. All rights reserved. Buck (o Godhead
(ISSN (005-3643, USPS 604-170) is published bi-
monthly (six times a vear) for $24 peryear by Back To
Godhead, 18024 NW 1 12th Blvd.. Alachua. FL32615.
Perindicals postage paid at Alachua, Florida, and
additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Back to
Gaodhead., P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046,

BACK TO GODHEAD « MAY / JUNE 1998

Letters

Sun Spots

[ found the article “Advanced
Astronomy” [November/December]
by Sadaputa Dasa (Dr. Richard
Thompson) fascinating and educative.
However, such articles lose creditabil-
ity if they have fundamental or trivial
errors. In various tables, the author
lists the sun under the heading
“PLANET.” We all know that the sun
is not a planet but a star. Similarly,
the author lists the moon as a planet.
I do realize that the ancient sasiras
[seriptures| may have listed these as
planets. But [ believe that Dr. Thomp-
son is trying to demonstrate the
accuracy of the numbers, concepts,
and ideas found in these Puranic
sastras, and their similarities to
modern cosmological understanding.
I feel that mathematical, statistical
arguments lose credibility quickly if
the author makes simple errors.

I also find very confusing the
author’s use of words like “higher”
for lokas [planets] such as Brahma-
loka and Krsnaloka. The universe has
no such thing as higher and lower.

All the stars and planets are on the
surface of the universe. The universe
is like a balloon, expanding in all
directions.

[ feel, however, that Dr. Thompson
is pursuing a profound message, and 1
would encourage him to continue in
this effort. To my knowledge. no
other panditas or Vaisnavas have
tried to present in scientific ways the
complex concepts, thoughts, and ideas
written in the Purdanas.

Nirmal Ghosh via the Internet

SADAPUTA DASA REPLIES: You
suggest that I am claiming that the
sun and moon are planets in the
modern sense of the term, i.c., that
they are small, cold bodies orbiting a
central star. But obviously I am not
saying that. You understand this
yourself, as shown when you say. *1
do realize that the ancient Sastras
may have listed these as planets.”
Yes, | am referring to the sun, moon,
and Mercury through Saturn as the

seven planets in the traditional sastric
sense. Perhaps I should add that I am
using “planet” to translate the
Sanskrit word graha.

As for higher and lower planets, or
lokas: That the planets in the solar
system orbit roughly in one plane
does allow one to define a sense of
direction. “Higher” means away from
this plane in the direction of celestial
north, and “lower” mecans away in the
direction of celestial south. This defi-
nition of higher and lower matches
the usage of these terms in the sastray.
One should understand that the sas-
tras are referring to the solar system.

By the way, the stars and planets
are not “on the surface of the uni-
verse.” The curved space-time of
general relativity is like a balloon ina
metaphorical sense. but one should
not take this literally. Actually, Ei
stein’s space-time is a higher-dimen-
sional Reimannian manifold. It does
not lie within 3D space.

[ should add, also, that several
other members of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement are actively
presenting Puranic ideas in a scien-
tific manner.

Moon Beams

Recently, while going through the
Eighth Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, 1 came across a verse
that confounded me, even though |
tried hard to swallow what was ex-
pounded in the purport to the verse,

Chapter Five, verse thirty-four,
states:

SOMAIT Mano yasva samdamananti
divaukasam yo balam andha ayuh

iSo nagandam prajanah prajanan
prasidatam nah sa maha-vibhitih

“"Soma. the moon, is the source of
food grains, strength, and longevity
for all the demigods. He is also the
master of all vegetation and the
source of generation for all living
entities. As stated by learned scholars,
the moon is the mind of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. May that



Supreme Personality of Godhead, the | appear to be only a desert, there is

I )

| more to the moon than we in human
| bodies are permitted to see. The

source of all opulences, be pleased
with us.”

The translation rendered is
absolutely fine, but it is the purport [
find hard to accept. although I know
that Srila Prabhupada’s purports are
infallible, having been directly
inspired by his meditations on Lord
Krsna. The part I can’t logically
accept reads, “Unfortunately, modern
so-called scientists. who do not fully
understand the moon, describe the
moon as being full of deserts. Since
the moon is the source for our
vegetation, how can the moon be a
desert? The moonshine is the vital
force for all vegetation, and therefore
we cannol possibly accept that the
moon is a desert.”

This purport was certainly written
by Srila Prabhupada after man
landed on the moon and the visitors
to the moon found nothing out there
but desert. The live telecast cannot be
ruled out as a hoax, as millions saw it
with their own eyes. Somehow or
other, I still believe that Srila
Prabhupada was correct, but that
certainly is a leap of faith. In other
words, [ am simply accepting it be-
cause I believe that the Vedic serip-
tures are apauruseya—of divine
origin—but to accept it logically, 1
can’t.

And how do I explain it to my
friends? Apauruseya? They will
probably laugh in my face. Neverthe-
less, I still believe there is a rational
explanation. and it is my hope that
you can offer me one.

Though these little issues may
seem to go unnoticed, they actually
turn people off more than other,
major issues, because to the modern
scientific mind the concept of axio-
matic scriptural truths is fairly
inconceivable.

Hare Krsna.

K. Sanjay Kumar
Penang, Malaysia

REPLY BY KRSNA KRPA DASA.,
Bhaktivedanta Institute, Alachua,
Florida: Though the moon may

demigods in higher planets have more
developed sense perception and are
able to see other dimensions of the
universe, dimensions inaccessible to
humans. The descriptions of cosmog-
raphy in the Bhagavatam are typically
from the demigods’ perspective.

Sadaputa Dasa. in his Vedic Cos-
mography and Astronomy, compares
looking at the moon knowing only its
three-dimensional position to looking
for an address in New York City given
only the street and avenue but not the
floor. Just as there is a big difference
between a penthouse apartment and
the basement, there is a great differ-
ence between the heavenly abode of
Candraloka, [ull of godly opulence,
and the desertlike moon we see.

No Dodging on Clones

[ am a member of the Pandava Sena,
the youth group affiliated to Bhakti-
vedanta Manor, England. On behalf
of all of us here, I would just like to
say we were very impressed with the
article on human cloning [“From the
Editor,” May/June "97].

All the key questions were ad-
dressed. No dodging of important
questions. The answers were straight,
logical. and to the point. No beating
around the bush and no answers like
“It’s Krsna's arrangement,” which at
least by our generation are perceived
as dodging the issue. Well done!

Bhakta Prashant
London, England

P. S. Watch out for Pandava Sena on
the Web!

Krsna Is So Great

['ve been subscriber to Back to God-
head for the last year. I'm very for-
tunate indeed to have come across
such a magazine. | know that Krsna is
so great and so loving towards His
(please turn to page 62)

What Is the
Hare Krsna Movement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carries on in the modern
world a great ancient tradition root-
ed in the Bhagavad-gita, the teach-
ings Lord Krsna spoke five milleni-
ums ago. The Gita and the other
Vedic scriptures declare Krsna to
be the original person. God Him-
self, who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago,
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chanting
of the names of God. especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON con-
tinue Lord Caitanya’s movement
by distributing the teachings of Lord
Krsna and the Hare Krsna mantra
all over the world.

Pronundation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the uin but. long
alike the ain far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade, longilike the iin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and e like the ¢h in
chair. Pronounce consonantslike ch,
jh,and dhasinstaunch-heart. hedge-
hog. and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
likesh. So for Krsnasay KRISHNA
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

Spiritual lames

Members of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness re-
ceive names ol Lord Krsna or His
greatdevotees,combined with Dasa
(Dast for women), meaning “ser-
vant.” For instance, the name Krsna
Dasa means “servant of Krsna.”
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ESCAPE
1O KRSNA

A soul liberated from material bondage
can’t find refuge in impersonal oneness.

A lecture given in Vrndavana, India, on March 18, 1974

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

nidraya hriyate nakiam
vyavayena ca va vayah

diva carthehaya rajan
kutumba-bharanena va

“The lifetime of an envious householder is passed at
night either in sleeping or in sex indulgence, and in
the daytime either in making money or in maintain-
ing family members.”—Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.3

O BEA HOUSEHOLDER, a married person, is

not bad. That is not condemned. What is con-

demned? Apasyatam atma-taitvam: tonot know
the aim of life.

Ask anyone, “What is the aim of your life?” He
will simply say, “It is my duty to earn money, to
maintain my children, to give them education, to
give them a good opportunity for their future. And

if I have any extra money, then I can give charity
to the poor.” These are his programs. But no one
knows the necessity of liberating the soul. which is
conditioned by the material covering. No one knows
—not even big, big professors. If you ask, “Why are
you constructing some big, big scheme?” they will
reply, “Oh, for the future generations.” That’s all.

No one knows about the importance of the soul.
No one has any vision of atma-tattva, the science of
the soul. Everyone is simply talking superfluously.
That is the defect today.

The whole scheme of Vedic knowledge centers
on the truth “I am not this body.” Because people do
not know that understanding this truth is the neces-
sity of life, they have created so much news—big, big
newspapers full of rubbish news and advertisements.
But you won’t find any talk about the necessity of
spiritual knowldege.

To be a grhastha, amarried person,isnot bad. But

MAY / JUNE 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD 7



The Mayavadis are like the foolish man
who wants to avoid all the
embarrassment by committing suicide.

e o @

to be unaware of the necessity of the | become married or enjoy sex life and

soul—that is bad.

The Mayavadis, or impersonalists,
renounce married life as maya—illu-
sion—and become sannyasts. But they
have no idea what the goal of life is.
They simply think in a negative way:
“This married life is very troublesome.”
They have realized that even in the
highest material position there is no
happiness. Even President Nixon—the
president of the richest country—has
no happiness. He is embarrassed and
attacked in so many ways. and he does
not know how to defend himself or
keep his position.

Everyone is missing the point. No
one sees, “Why am [ embarrassed? I
have become the president of the
US.A., and still 1 am embarrassed.
When [ was an ordinary lawyer.no one
cared about me. At that time I was also
embarrassed. [ tried to improve my
position, and now I have come to the
highest point of success in the material
world. Still I am embarrassed.”

One should question one’s life in
this way. But people cannot see things
correctly. No one thinks, I was embar-
rassed from the very beginning of my
life. I was embarrassed even within the
womb of my mother. [ was packed in
there. And when [ came out of the
womb I was also embarrassed. I could
not express my pains and pleasures.
Some ant was biting me, and | was
crying, but my mother gave me more
milk, although I was fully fed.”

This is the baby’s embarrassment.
He wants something, but the mother
gives him something else. The mother
sannot understand the child’s pain,
because the child cannot express him-
self, Otherwise, why does the child ery?
He's feeling some pain, but his mother
does not know how to relicve it.

Then comes childhood. I do not like
to go to school, but my parents force
me to go. More embarrassment. Then |

8 BACKTO GODHEAD « MAY | JUNE 19958

have children. More embarrassment.
Then I die and enter the womb of a
mother, where I may be killed by abor-
tion.

Our whole life 1s full of embarrass-
ment. But the question “Why am 1
embarrassed?” does not arise.

THE ZERO SOLUTION

The Mayavadis think, “Make me
zero, void. Then there will be no pains
and pleasures, no embarrassment.”
Impersonalism and voidism are the
same thing: “Make it zero.” The Maya-
radisare like the foolish man who wants
toavoidall the embarrassment by com-
mitting suicide. He thinks,“If [ end this
body. then my embarrassment will be
finished.”

People do not know how they—the
soul—can get reliel from all embar-
rassments. Apasyvatam atma-tattvam.
No one sees, " am spiritsoul. My needs
are different from those of the body.”

The body is only the temporary
home for the soul. But we are always
trying to keep this home very neat and
clean. That is our business. We do not
know that there is another business.
That is our defect.

It is the duty of every human being
to understand arma-tativa, the science
of the soul. Sanatana Gosvami made
that point when he went to Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Sanatana Gosvami said.
“[ was a government minister, so I was
quite comfortable. People called me a
learned scholar,but I did not know why
[ was suffering despite being a minis-
ter. And people say that [ am a learned
man, but I do not know how to get out
of the suffering.”

People are trying to get out of the
sulfering, but they do not know how.
They should inquire about that. They
do not know the nature of atma. the
soul, or what the atma wants and how

the atma will be comfortable.

[nformation about the atmais given
by Lord Caitanya. Jivera svaripa haya
krsneranitya dasa: *Every living entity
is the eternal servant of Krsna.” There-
fore unless we come Lo the platform of
serving Krsna, there is no question of
happiness. Krsna says the same thing,
Dubkhalayam asasvatam: ~“This place
is simply full of miseries.”

CHANGING CAGES

The whole world is missing the point
that we are not the body. The body is
our encagement. Sometimes we get a
golden cage, sometimes an iron cage,
sometimes a silver cage, sometimes a
wooden cage. And we think that by
changing the cage we will be happy. But
aslong as we are not free, we will not be
happy.A bird keptin a cage is unhappy.
The cage may be golden.but thatdoesn't
matter. Similarly, we cannot be happy
with this encagement. We must be free.
That is called liberty, mukti. That is
required.

The Mayavadi philosopher thinks,
“Suppose [ get free. Where shall Tgo? 1
shall be free in the sky.” That is imper-
sonalism. The sky is impersonal. If a
bird is given freedom but he flies in the
sky. will he be happy? No, because he
wants more than that.So he'll think. It
was betterin the cage. Whatis the value
of this freedom? I'm not happy.” He'll
return to the cage.

In India people sometimes take a
certain kind of bird in a cage to an open
ficld. They open the door of the cage,
and the bird walks and flies around for
some time. He is given freedom. Then
the person calls the bird. and the bird
returns. The bird was thinking, I have
been given [reedom now. But where
shall I go? I have to eat.” So he comes
back: “Beltter to live within this cage.”

The Mayavadi’s position islike that.
We devotees are sure we are going



to Krsna. But the Mayavadis have no
Krsna. Therefore they return to the
material world. Because they have
no shelter, they come back. They can-
not stay very long in the impersonal
feature of the Absolute.

Therefore the Mayavada philoso-
phy of voidism or impersonalism is not
very good. You cannot stay impersonal
or in a void, because you are a living
entity. part and parcel of the supreme
living entity, Krsna. Krsna is ananda-
mayo 'bhyasat; He is always full of jubi-
lation. So being part and parcel of Krsna,
you also want jubilation. But how can
you be jubilant in the sky, in the zero?
That is the difference between Maya-
vada philosophy and the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness.

You cannot be happy even by get-
ting free from this encagement, the
material world. And if you place your-
selfinimpersonalism and voidism, that
will not help you.

Try to understand this. Impersonal-
ism and voidism will not help you. You
have to go back home, back to Krsna.
where everything exists in spiritual va-
riety. You can play with Krsna. You can
dance with Krsna. You can talk with
Krsna. Youcan fight with Krsna. Krsna's
friends the cowherd boys fight with
Him. They enjoy in that way. Every-
thing in the spiritual world with Krsna
is enjoyment.

The Krsnaconsciousness movement
is trying to give information to those
mentioned as apasyatam atma-tattvam,
those who do not know the nature of
atma—what the soul wants and how
the soul will be happy. They are trying
tobe happy here within the cage. That’s
all. But that is not possible.

Without knowing the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness, people will be
unhappy whether within the cage or
outside the cage. Their imagined lib-
erty outside the cage 1s also unhappi-
ness, because they do not know where

to go. Therefore after staying for some
time in that impersonal stage. they re-
turn to the cage. That coming and going
will not help them.

Atma-tattva means to know the na-
ture of the atma. That is all explained
by Krsna in the Bhagavad-gita. 1f we
take advantage of His lessons and in-
structions, our life will be successful.

Thank you very much. &

Live and Study
InVmdavana

Attend Classes at the Vaisnava Institute
for Higher Education (VIHE)

The VIHE is an adult educational program offering you an op-
portunity to deeply study the philosophy of Krsna consciousness
in the holy land of Vrndavana, receive training in practical skills
relevanttodevotional service,and associate with senior devotees.
All courses are well researched and taught by senior devotees
who have a deep understanding of the subject.

Karttika Semester 1998

September 24-October 19
2-week and 4-week classes
REGISTRATION: September 21-23 in Vrndavana
Students must be proficient in English and will be required to
follow the full temple program.
COST: Rs. 6,000 (US$160) for full schedule
(Fees are less for students who take fewer classes.)
This covers classes, materials, feasts,
visits to holy sites, and all VIHE activities.

Contact the VIHE for information about Karttika Semester
course descriptions, registration procedures, application forms,
other programs we offer, and general information. If you plan
to attend, your application must be received by September 10.
Payments are made when you arrive.

Over 50 courses are available on audio tape in Vrndavana.
Send for a free catalog:

VIHE

c/o Krishna-Balarama Mandira
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg
Raman Reti, Mathura Dist., UP 281 124, India
Phone: +91 (0565) 44-5002 « E-mail: vihe@com.bbt.se

MAY [ JUNE 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD



WF, CONSTANTLY HEAR from
scripture and from others about the
ideal lives of great devotees in our
line. We especially relish hearing
about Srila Prabhupada’s life, and we
take inspiration from his deep devo-
tion for guru and Krsna to spark our
own. It is natural for people to want
to hear about others’ adventures in
order to gain something for them-
selves—some inspiration, some
strength, some knowledge, or even
just some confidence. Although we
usually can’t directly apply the life
experience of another in our own
lives, and we can rarely imitate some-
one else’s success, still, we can learn
by example to follow our own
spiritual aspirations.

Recently I was hearing Srila
Prabhupada on tape describe the
incidents leading up to his taking
sannydsa, the renounced order of life.
Several times in his life his spiritual
master had appeared to him in
dreams, beckoning him to come and
take sannyasa. The first time he'd had
the dream, Srila Prabhupada relates
that he thought. “How horrible!” He
said he had considered the austerities
of mendicant life too arduous. Srila
Prabhupada sometimes said that he
didn’t like to perform physical

austerities, although the austerities he

performed as founder-a@carya of
ISKCON were incredible. At the
time of this dream. however, giving
up his family seemed too difficult.
Still, he took the dream seriously as
something to move toward.

Years later he had the dream
again, right after a business ven-
ture—an attempt to open a factory in

Lucknow—had failed. Again, “Take
sannyasa.” Again he thought he
couldn’t do it immediately. Then he
remembered a verse in the Bhag-
avatam where Krsna says that if a
devotee is sincere but materially
attached, His first mercy on such a
soul is to crush his material life and
leave him nothing but Himself for
shelter.

These are Srila Prabhupada’s
experiences. and we can learn from
them. We too may find ourselves
praying to render more service. We

| too may feel the spiritual master

pushing us to do more than we are
doing at present, to do something
that would require greater sacrifice
and that would both increase our
spiritual advancement and place
demands upon it. Srila Prabhupada’s
example proves that even if we
cannot at once respond to such a
challenge, we should never dismiss
the inspiration. Rather, we should be
patient and humble and remain alert

for opportunities to fulfill our dreams

for more service. We should also try
more and more to understand the
essence of Krsna consciousness and
purify our motivation.

When Srila Prabhupada thought
about taking sannyasa, he under-
stood that the essence of renuncia-
tion was simply service to Krsna.

| When Lord Caitanya had wandered

about in ecstasy in Radha-desa after
having Himself accepted the re-
nounced order, he quoted this verse
from the Srimad-Bhagavatam
(11.23.57): I shall cross over the
insurmountable ocean of nescience
by being firmly fixed in the service of
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Lessons from the Road

Following the Voice of Inspiration

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

the lotus feet of Krsna. This was
approved by the previous acaryas,
who were fixed in firm devotion the
Lord, Paramatma, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.” Srila Prabhu-
pada writes in his purport that Lord
Caitanya accepted sannydsa to
express the essence of renunciation.
which is only to serve Krsna.

As early as 1922, Srila Prabhu-
pada had received his spiritual
master’s order on how he should
serve; he was to preach Krsna con-
sciousness to the English-speaking
world. Therefore, his acceptance of
sannydsa was only for that.

Our aspirations for increased
service may not be received in a
vision while we are asleep. Rather,
they may be awakened by our con-
stant hearing of the lives of great
souls. It is imperative to listen to the
voice of aspiration il we are going
to avoid mediocrity.

Srila Prabhupada always credited
his spiritual master for pulling him
out of material life. “I have not lost
anything,” he said. I had three
children, now I have three hundred
children.”

We do not lose by depending on
Krsna’s mercy and not on
so-called material security. Srila
Prabhupada approved of our thinking
big in Krsna consciousness, not
because he was utopian but because,
“Krsna can do anything.”

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of many books, including a six-volume
biography of Srila Prabhupada.



COOKING CLASS—ILESSON 35

I RECENTLY EDITED regional
Indian menus for Gourmet maga-
zine's 1998 cookbook, and gulab-
jamun, predictably, was the featured
North Indian sweet. Gulabjamun is
India’s most famous sweet—made in
homes, temples, and restaurants
worldwide. When Srila Prabhupada
first made gulabjamuns for us in
1966, they were an instant favorite.
His young followers referred to them
as “gulabs,” “sweet balls,” and
“ISKCON bullets.” Gulabjamuns
were my first prasadam—prepared
by Srila Prabhupada and dropped
from his fingers into my palm the day
I met him—a day that changed

my life.

Syrup Sweets Defined

Almost every Indian cook has his
or her repetoire of syrup sweets. In
the class textbook, Lord Krishna's
Cuisine, they include both milk-
based and grain-based sweets—gaja,
khaja, pantoa, jalebi, malpura,
balushai, gulabjamun. Each of these
sweels is fried and then infused with
flavor in a [ragrant syrup. Some
varieties are served in the syrup, and
others are soaked, drained, and
coated with a syrupy glaze. None of
them are quick and easy to make,
and to different degrees they are
challenging to master. If you are a
newcomer to making syrup sweets,
start with the malpura recipe on page
635:1t’s the easiest of the lot.

Gulabjamun

Making gulabjamuns is time-
consuming, and the art of getting
them right is difficult to master. But
temple cooks and anyone who wants

Lord Krsna’s (uisine

Syrup Sweets (PART 1): Gulabjamun

by Yamuna Devi

BEGINNER
GULABJAMUNS

(Makes about 20) balls)

2V4 cups (600 ml) water

2V cups (525 g) sugar. preferably
turbinado

fresh ghee or vegetable oil for
deep-frying

14 cups (125 g) nonfat dry-milk
powder

Y2 cup (60 g) unbleached flour

I teaspoon (4 ml) baking powder

4 tablespoons (% stick) (60 ml)
unsalted butter

Y5 to V4 cup (80 to 120 ml) butter-
milk, stirred yogurt, or milk

| tablespoon (15 ml) rose water
or ¥ teaspoon (2 ml) rose
essence

| tablespoon (15 g) slivered
pistachios

To make the syrup. bring the
water and sugar to a boil in a
wide-mouthed 4-quart pan, stirr-
ing occasionally. Reduce the heat
to medium-low and gently boil
the sugar water for about 5
minutes: then set it aside on very
low heat. Begin heating the ghee
or oil in a frying vessel to 300 °F
(150°C).

To make the dough, combine
the milk powder, flour, and bak-
ing powder in a food processor
or bowl: mix well. Add the butter
and mix until the texture resem-
bles that of corn meal. Add
enough liquid to make a smooth,
solt, slightly sticky dough. Trans-

fer the dough to an oiled surface.
Wash and oil your hands, and
immediately shape the dough
into about 20 smooth and crack-
free 1-inch balls. Cover the balls
and set them aside.

When the ghee or oil has
reached 300 °F (150 °C), slip in
the balls. They will sink at first
and then float to the surface.
Using a slotted spoon, gently but
constantly agitate the balls for

even browning. Maintain a [Tying
temperature of 280 °F (140 “C)
to 310 “F (155 °C). and fry until
the balls are dark brown. about
10 minutes. If the temperature
becomes too hot, remove the pan
from the heat.

Transfer the balls to the warm
syrup and simmer them on low
heat for about 15 minutes to solt-
en the balls and allow the syrup
to thicken. Add the rose water
or essence. and cool to room
temperature off the heat. Gar-
nish with pistachio nuts, and offer
to Krsna.

MAY / JUNE 1998 « BACK TO GODHEAD

11




to learn to cook traditional Indian
sweelts [or Krsna should become
adept at making gulabjamuns.

The quantities for what goes into
the dough in any gulab recipe can
only be guidelines, because the
texture, moisture, and other proper-
ties of the ingredients vary by brand.
So you'll need to adjust the
measurements accordingly.

The adage “Good gulabs means

fresh ghee” is sound; other oils never

make the mark. Purists will not con-
sider making gulabjamuns without
fresh ghee. If you use a medium or
small bowl-shaped Indian karai or
Oriental wok, you'll need only about
five cups of ghee for the recipe given
here; if you use a pot, you'll need
closer to seven cups. Alternatively.

HARE
KRSNA

HARE
HARE

HARE
RAMA

use less ghee and a smaller karai and
make two batches.

The recipe in the class textbook
uses 12 tablespoons of flour in the
dough and requires a long frying
time. The recipe below calls for 8
tablespoons of flour, greatly shorten-
ing the frying time, and the dough 18
enriched with a little butter and
moistened with milk, yogurt, or
buttermilk. Prepare a dough that is
solt and slightly sticky, either in a
bowl or food processor. Because the
dough hardens quickly. roll it at once
into crack-free balls.

Maintain the suggested frying
temperatures. If the balls are fried
too quickly. the inside stays uncooked
and the balls will deflate when placed

| in syrup. The instructions here are

Nk

>  Schedule for North America

NOTE: Some of
these dates have

not yet been
confirmed. For
more informa-
tion. please get in
touch with your
local Hare Krsna

| brief but sufficient. For more detailed

cooking instructions, refer to the
recipe on page 637 of the class
textbook.

So put on a nice Krsna conscious
tape, get comfortable, and meditate
on both hearing and [rying. Gulab-

jamuns are a joy to prepare for the

pleasure of the Lord. Make them
with love and the finest available
ingredients—milk, sugar, and fresh
ghee.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna's Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’s
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times.

A

June 5-7, Atlanta — Panihati Festival and Rathayatra
June 13, New York — Rathavatra

June 15-24, New York — Parks and street programs
June 27 and 28, New Jersey — Rathayatra

July 3-4, Washington, D.C. — Rathayatra

July 11-12, Montreal — Rathayatra

July 18-19, Toronto — Rathayatra

July 25-26, Denver — Rathayatra

center, or wrile
to Festival of
India, Rt. I, Box
96, Sandy Ridge,
NC 27046.

August 2, Los Angeles — Rathayatra

August 9, San Francisco — Rathayatra

August 14, Vancouver — Si1 Krsna Janmastami

August 15, Vancouver — Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja
August 22-23, Vancouver — Rathayatra

September 1-7, Seattle — Rathayatra

September 19-20, Boston — Rathayatra

September 27, Washington, D.C. — Sri Rama Vijayotsava

HARE
HARE




TI IE YEAR IS FULL of holidays and
special events unrelated to spiritual
life. Even in India, where Janmastami,
the anniversary of Krsna's divine
birth, is a general festival. many other
days are dedicated to the country or
some ordinary, materialistic person.
Outside of India. festival days some-
times even focus on demonic beings
such as witches. National holidays,
and even religious festivals such as
Christmas, are often occasions for
diving into intoxication, illicit sex, and
materialistic life in general.

If we wish to raise our children to
be absorbed only in thoughts of Lord
Krsna, how should we treat these
secular holidays? One approach is, as
far as possible, to ignore them. We
can tell our children that although
the preparations they see around
them—sometimes for weeks before
the holiday—are certainly attractive.
we are interested only in celebrating
the Lord’s glories. Children can be
satislied and happy without getting
into mundane festivities, especially if
their year is full with one exciting
devotional festival after another.

Adults often think, however, that
because their children will hanker for
what glitters all around them, the
children must have at least a little of
the outside celebration in order not
to feel resentful or deprived. Perhaps
the adults themselves feel there is
something worthwhile in mundane
events, or aren’t fully satisfied in
spiritual life. But sometimes even
when a child’s parents are [ully con-
vinced that observing devotional
holidays is sufficient, avoiding
materialistic celebrations is difficult.

hooling Krsna’s Children

Nondevotee relatives, or even other
devotees of Krsna, may want to pull
one into the celebrations. and that
influence may be hard to avoid.

A second approach, therefore. is to
find a way of relating nondevotional
celebrations to Krsna. For an origi-
nally religious holiday such as Christ-
mas. it is relatively easy to have
programs about the life and teachings
of Lord Jesus. On Mother’s Day. we
can have our children honor their
mothers, grandmothers. mother cow,
and mother earth. Sometimes a policy
ol making special days Krsna con-
scious can lead to creative results. For
example, one year on Halloween®
some of my high school girls dressed
up as male devotees and went door to

door selling Srila Prabhupada’s books. |

We can take our children out to sing
the Lord’s names through the crowds

that gather for national independence |

day and other such holidays. On one
U.S. holiday (Thanksgiving), we used
to take our students in Detroit to the
local Hare Krishna Food for Life
center to distribute free prasadam,
food offered to Lord Krsna.

If we decide to have our children
celebrate mundane occasions in the
same way as the materialists, we
oreatly risk raising children whose
idea of happiness is materialistic.
Holidays are the highlights of life,
especially for children, who even at a
young age note the number of weeks
or days until their favorite festival.

*On Halloween night in the United
States, children dress in costumes and go
from house to house collecting candy and
other treats.
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Observing Secular Holidays

by Urmila Devi Dasi

When these days involve simply sense
enjoyment—which for a child can
mean games, presents, fireworks, and
special food—we indirectly teach that
we are living for material pleasure.

Observing our children’s birthdays
poses a special problem. In the early
days of the Hare Krsna movement,
when Srila Prabhupada was present
with us. we rarely. if ever, noted the
birthdays of our members. including
children. Gradually, however, birthday
parties, especially for children, have
become more and more common,
Once I calculated that every year in
the community where [ lived we had
three times as many birthday parties
as devotional festivals. I noted that
the children often had “birthday
parties™ as part of their play.

Should we eliminate birthday par-
ties? That's probably impossible. We
can. however, follow Srila Prabhu-
pada’s direction that a birthday is a
time for charity and austerity. Our
children can give gifts on their birth-
day, rather than receive them. Gather-
ings can be small and simple so as not
to appear to compete with spiritual
festivals. And when we invite a few
friends for cake and ice cream, we can
also read from scriptuie and chant
together.

Our children should grow up con-
vinced that the happiness of Krsna's
devotees surpasses all the happiness
of the material world—ecven a party.

Urmila Devi Dési and her family run
a school in North Carolina. She is the
major author and compiler of Vai-
kuntha Children. a guide ro Krsna
conscious education for children.
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HI'ERI-', ARE SOME experiences and
realizations of devotees who give
people Krsna consciousness through
books by Srila Prabhupada and his
followers.

Big Change for a Big Woman
Another devotee and [ and were

distributing books in Lithuanian
villages. In Darbenai, one of the
larger villages, I was going to homes
that were not much more than huts.

[ wondered how people could survive
in such places. Hardly anyone was
interested in the books.

Krsna finally brought me to a big
house with several good cars in the
driveway. | met the son ol the owner,
and he liked the books but didn’t
have money and suggested I find his
mother. So [ shouted “Mistress!™ as is
usual in such villages. The mistress
showed her face in the door. She was
a huge women, and I felt very meek
in her presence.

“My son was joking,” she said.
“None of us needs Krsna. And you
look suspicious.”

I convinced her to let me into the
house. but she again said, “We don’t
need Krsna.”

She finally decided to get rid of
me by taking one book.

The next day I went to the high
school. First [ met the sports teacher.
I told her what the books were about,
and she enthusiastically introduced
me to other teachers. We gradually
made it to the library, and I put the
whole set of books in front of the
librarian.

“Ha!” she exclaimed. “I've been
searching for these books every-
where. How much does the set cost?”

The books are expensive for
Lithuania, but the librarian didn’t
want to lose her chance, so she took
us to the director’s office.

The director seemed very liberal
and said, “Ah, Krsna.” He told the
teachers, “Decide yourself. If you like
them, go to the accountant. She's
responsible for finances.”

When the director mentioned the
accountant’s name, everyone fell
silent. I understood there would be
problems.

The librarian, the teachers, and I
anxiously made our way to the
accountant’s office. | knocked at the
door, opened it—and there stood the
same huge woman [ had met the day
before.

“What are these drunkards doing
here?” she shouted. *1 already bought
a book just out of compassion.”

Trying to be firm, I put the whole
set on the table in front of her, with
the twenty or so teachers gathered
around me.

“We don’t need these books! Do
yvou understand? And how dare you
come here!”

The teachers tried to pacify her.

“We need these books. Let’s . ..7

“No, we don’t need these books!
The school doesn’t have the money!”

The director looked through the
door, mumbled, “So. girls, decide.”
and quickly disappeared.

“We won't take these books!™
decided the accountant.

But then one teacher said, “I'll
take this one,” and she took a book

i from the pile.

“I'll take this,” said another.

After a minute there were no
books left on the table.

The shocked accountant shouted.

| “Put them back! We don’t have

money.” Then, after a pause,~Well,
maybe it is possible. Let’s try. Okay,
I'll accept responsibility.”

She opened the safe, counted the
money, and gave it to me.

Some teachers took books for
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Book Distribution

Candidates for Mercy

compiled by Navina Nirada Dasa

themselves, and the accountant sat
looking at the set in front of her. |
thought I should give her something,
so I had Mukunda, our driver, bring in
a postcard of Mother Yasoda holding
baby Krsna.

“This is very old and divine.” [ said.
“Please meditate on them; they will
protect you from all troubles.”

The teachers gathered around to

| see what it was.

“Oh, they’ll steal it!” exclaimed the
accountant. “I'll take it home. Thank
you very much.”

Nityananda-Rama Dasa, Russia

Choosy Beggar

[ was distributing books near the
subway in Vladivostok when an
unkempt man came up to me and
asked about the books. He said he
very much wanted to get the
Bhagavad-giia but had no money.

“He looks like a bum.” I thought.
“He’s just going to bother me.”

Although he asked me questions

| and kept saying how much he wanted

the Bhagavad-gita, 1 had already
decided not to give it to him for free.

But Krsna had His own plan. The
moment [ decided to get rid of the
beggar, a man ran past us and lost a
wad of money. The beggar saw the
money, picked it up, and ran after the
man to return it to him. But the man
had vanished.

“Now this beggar will buy vodka
and sausage.” I thought.

I was wrong. He came back with
the money and asked for a Gita.

Srutadeva Dasa, Russia

Navina Nirada Dasa, a disciple of
Harikesa Swami, has been a leading
book distributor for many yvears. He
heads ISKCON's boolk distribution
ministry and travels worldwide to train
and inspire book distributors.



HOW I CAME TO KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

REFRESHING
ENCOUNTERS

An uninitiated but committed member of ISKCON tells his story.

by Brian Fleming

N 1965.THE YEAR Srila Prabhu-

pada landed in America, I was

browsingin a used book store in
Glasgow,Scotland,and came across
a copy of the The Gita As A Chai-
tanyite Reads If, by one of Srila
Prabhupada’s godbrothers. I was
eighteen at that time, with a very
slight knowledge of the Gifa and
no knowledge of Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, so | bought the book. took
it home, and began to read.

That Gita lacked the clarity
and power of Srila Prabhupada’s
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, but not knowing Bhagavad-gita As It
Is at that time, I struggled on with Bon Maharaja’s Gita until
1971, when I heard a strange sound in Glasgow’s Sauchie-
hall Street. Later I would know that the sound was mrdangas
(drums). karatalas, and chanting of the maha-mantra.

[ followed the devotees at a little distance for about half
a mile until they stopped chanting. During that half mile I
seemed to be in some sort of ecstatic state: I didn’t remem-
ber the time passing. When the chanting came to an end. I
didn’t speak to the devotees but went home to ponder what
[ had experienced.

Some weeks later I saw a devotee on the street distri-
buting magazines. I stopped him and asked if I could have
one. and was given my first Back to Godhead, the first of
many.

A few months later, I met in the street a devotee named
Kisora Dasa. He gave me the current BTG and started talk-
ing to me. Soon, we arrived at vegetarianism, and every
argument I put forward for meat-eating he demolished.

At the end of the conversation, he asked,“Well, now you
are a vegetarian?”

[ replied, “Yes.” And I was.

[t took a few more weeks before
I decided to visit the now defunct
but not forgotten Edinburgh tem-
ple. When I got there [ walked
around the block three times, get-
ting up courage to ring the bell and
go in. Inside [ experienced my first
Sunday Feast and a day of lectures,
bhajanas (devotional songs), and
aratis (worship ceremonies). Dur-
ing the day, Kisora Dasa showed
me the two-volume hardcover
Krsnabooks and asked me il T liked
them. I said that I did, which he fol-
lowed up by asking if I would like to have them. I replied
that I would but that I had very little money with me.

‘To my surprise, he said, “Just take the books and pay me
the next time you see me.”

This episode was one of several that got me thinking and
very quickly began to change my life. Kisora Dasa had al-
ready converted me to vegetarianism. and in this incident
he showed me a level of trust and interaction beyond my

| experience in the material world. Before I knew it, I was

chanting sixteen rounds® a day, following the four regula-
Prabhupada’s books, when my work and, later, family life
allowed. I never did become an initiated devotee, but who
knows, maybe some day yet.

Brian Fleming, a homeopath and an antiquarian bookseller,
lives in Argyll & Bute, Scotland.

*Hare Krsna devotees chant the Hare Krsna mantra on a string of
108 beads. Chanting one set of 108 is known as completing one
“round.”

“No meat-eating, no illicit sex, no intoxication, no gambling.
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JOURNEY TO THE

LLAND OF THE

The India
Padayatra party
treks up a
glacier (right)
on the way to
Saptarishi
Kund, the
source of the
Yamuna River.
In front of the
Kedarnath
temple (oppo-
site page, top),
some party
members hold
lotuses, which
enjoy only a
brief growing
season in the
mountain
altitudes. (The
author is in the
middle, in the
orange coat.)
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ISKCON's perennial pilgrims
travel to the holiest sites
in the world’s greatest mountains.

by Jaya Vijaya Dasa

In 1995, small groups of Hare Krsna devotees traveled
throughout India collecting sacred water with which to bathe
mirtis. or carved forms, of Srila Prabhupada on the one-
hundredth anniversary of his birth. One group, ISKCON's
India Padayatra party, which continuously travels around
India on foot, went on a pilgrimage to the four holiest sites of
the Himalayas: Yamunotri, the source of the Yamuna River;
Gangotri, the source of the Ganges River; Kedarnath,
dedicated to Lord Siva; and Badrinath, dedicated to Lord
Visnu. [Note: For the names of places mentioned in this
article, we haven't Sanskritized the spellings or used diacriti-
cal marks. Instead we've kept the popular spellings, just as
they were sent to us.—FEditors|

YAMUNOTRI

E STARTED BY FOOT from Rishikesh. leaving

behind the Deity cart and bulls that usually travel

with us, and first went to the Yamunotri Valley via
Teri and Barkuth. Then from Yamunotri we trekked to
Saptarishi Kund, the actual source of the Yamuna River.
where the seven rsis [see Saints, Sages, Gods, and God-
desses, page 25] performed austerity. It was a difficult trek,
and would have been impossible without a guide.

Yamunotri is 3,185 meters above sea level, and Saptarishi

Kund is at 4,421 meters. We had to go through snow and ice
to reach the kund. When we got there we discovered that
there was not only one kund but seven of them. We were
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the first one. We collected the sacre privately in the bc g
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Saptarishl Kund
YAMUNOTRI GANGOTRI .

LR | ::-K.Mnﬂ:n]
o
5 S,
A temple of Lord %y gr, Dodital KEDA::E;::‘ATIH i
= - .
Sanesa rests on S pres Pandukesvar
( f -F l:--- e
2 -
the shore of %, Triyuginarayana ' ¥ ez it
. o P -
odital Lake i Uttar Kashi 4 A Prayag
Dodital Lake in X ,
" . -
the area of his "~ o Iungﬂ?d‘,d' Joshimath
- g “Sveu#” Gupta 1 i
birthplace. “ Kahi 0
Karna
Prayag
Karna Prayag
Rudra Prayag
Deo Prayag
Rishikesh
Yamunotri (below, left) is
e about 1,200 meters below the
ar
Pradesh actual source of the Yamuna
River. The white building in
l N DI the background is the temple
A of Yamuna Devi. Below, a

vogi meditates at Gangotri,
the source of the Ganges.
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“ls the dew
is dried up by
the morning sun,
0 are the
sins of mankind
by the sight of
the Himalayas.”

—Skanda Purana

Ganges, descended from the heavenly
planets to earth. to break Ganga's fall
Lord Siva caught her on his head. From
Lord Siva’s head she diverged into
many parts. The main part cascaded
into the area of Gaumukh and formed
the Bhagirathi.

Where the Ganga hit the earth, the
altitude was so high that the river froze,
s0 al the source it's a glacier. Sitting
nearby, you can always hear the ice
moving and cracking. Many years ago
thesource of the Ganga wasin Gangotri
itself. But because of climatic changes
and the increase of sinful activities in
Kali-yuga, the present age.it now takes
two days to walk to the source of the
river,

Ganga does not start out as a small,
trickling stream but as a heavy rush of
water flowing from under the glacier.
In Gangotri you can always hear the
roar of the river and the rolling of big
boulders under the surface.

From Gangolri live members of our
party went up to Kedartal. Gangotri is
situated at 3.200 meters, and Kedartal
15 above 5.000 meters. The distance be-
tween the two is about I8 kilometers,
sotheclimbissteep.On top of Kedartal
15 a beautiful lake. When I asked a

Maha Visnu Dasa

%

The author and a

priest stand in front
of the Madhya-
maheswar temple
(above) at one of the
Panch Kedars, five
holy sites dedicated
to Lord Siva. At left,
the entrance to the
cave at Joshimath
where Adi Saikar-
acarya performed
meditation about
1,200 years ago.
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swamiwho had been living in Gangotri
for more than fifty years about Kedar-
tal, his eyes lit up. “Blue mani [jewel],”
he said, "just like Krsna’s face!”

KEDARNATH

After Gangotri we went to Mala,
where the ancient trail between Gan-
gotriand Kedarnath begins. We hired a
mule tocarry Srila Prabhupada’sbooks,
our cooking equipment, and our arti-
cles of worship. On our way to Kedar-
nath,we stopped in Buda Kedar, which
means Old Kedarnath. This is where
the Dharma Ganga and the Balanga
Ganga join.

From there we went to Triyugi-
narayana, where Lord Siva and Parvati

2388

married. Lord Narayana performed the
marriage, Lord Brahma the accompa-
nying sacrifice. The marriage fire, lit in
a former age, is still burning today.

We then proceeded to Gauri Kund,
in the Kedarnath Valley. There’s a
welcome hot kund there, where you
can bathe and relax your sore mus-
cles. Parvati Devi as Gauri performed
austerities there for thousands of years
and finally won the hand of Lord
Siva.

On the last stretch to Kedarnath
(3,584 meters high) there is no road.
Many people go by mule, on a palan-
quin, or in a basket strapped to some-
one’s head. It’s a difficult walk.

Of the four dhamas, Kedarnath is
the highest and most picturesque. We

RSB Q] nisy

stayed there for about five days, col-
lecting water in the surrounding areas.
We then went to Churabari Kund.
the source of the Mandikini River,and
on the way we saw the Brahmakamal
Phul, the flower Bhima brought from
Brahma’s planet for Draupadi. The
flower doesn’t look like anything spe-
cial. but the scent of it would fill a room
for aweek.After four days we returned
to Gauri Kund, passing five temples of
Kedarnath, or Lord Siva. And as we
went, we learned of their history:
After the Battle of Kuruksetra, the
Pandavas went to see Lord Siva in Kasi
to atone for killing so many of their
kinsmen in battle. When Lord Siva
learned that the Pandavas were com-
ing he fled and playfully hid from them.
The Pandavas discovered Siva in the
Himalayas,in a place called Gupta Kasi
(“Hidden Kasi™). where he had dis-
guised himself as a brahmana. Having
been found out. Lord Siva ran away to
avalley and disguised himself as a bull,
but Bhima recognized him. Bhima
stretched his big legs from one end of
the valley to the other and caught the
bull by its tail. Lord Siva, still trying to
hide, began to bury himsell in the
ground. But the determination of the
Pandavas won him over, and before
the bull’s hump had disappeared. he
decided to give them his audience.
Lord Siva instructed the Pandavas

Overhanging cliffs (top) and
switchbacks were common sights on
the road to Badrinath. Above, local
children in front of a deity shop in
Badrinath.
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The temple of Lord
Badrivishal (Krsna)
at Badrinath (above).
At left, looking out
from Badrinath one
sees the two moun-
tains known as Nara
(right) and Narayan
(left), where the
Lord’s incarnations
Nara-Naravana
meditate.

one of them. Up a little higher we came to
Hanuman Chati, where Bhima's pride was
shattered:

One day as Bhima was walking on the
trail, he came across a monkey whose tail
was lying on the path. Asked to move its
tail, the monkey retorted that Bhimashould
lift it himself. In spite of repeatedly trying,
Bhima couldn't move the tail. Eventually
the monkey revealed himself as Hanuman,
Bhima’s brother.

From Hanuman Chati up to Badrinath
isasteep trek. The day we walked, the Gan-
ga had overflowed and was eating away the
road. After a long struggle. we eventually

“0f immovable things | am the Himalayas.”
—Lord §ri Krsna, Bhagavad-gita 10.25

faints, Sages, Gods, and Goddesses

Information about people, places,
and Hindi terms mentioned in this article.

Arjuna—one of the five Pandava brothers

Bhima—the second eldest of the five Pandavas

Brahma—the first creating being in the universe

Dhama—a holy abode

Draupadi—the wife of the five Pandavas

Ganesa—the elephant-headed son of Lord Siva and Parvati
Dewvi

Hanuman—a divine monkey who is an eternal servant of Lord
Krsna's incarnation as Lord Ramacandra

Jaya (or ki jaya)—"All glories to .. ."

Kund—a small lake

Nakula and Sahadeva—twin brothers among the five Pandavas

Parvati—the wife of Lord Siva and the goddess who presides
over the material energy

Seven Rsis—seven exalted sages born directly from Lord
Brahma

Siva—the partial expansion of Lord Krsna empowered to
destroy the universe

Yudhisthira—the cldest of the five Pandavas
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Badrinath’s natural hot springs offer welcome relief to chilly and weary pilgrims.

crossed the water. [t was a difficult and
dangerousenterprise. Manyrocks were
hitting our legs, and the water was icy.
Freezing and wet, we finally got to
Badrinath Dham. having been re-
minded that to enter holy sites of the
Lord’s pastimes may be difficult.
Beyond Badrinath lies Mana, where
Srila Vyasadeva, the compiler of the
Vedic scriptures, is said to eternally re-
sideinacave,meditating on Lord Krsna.
From the cave it’s just a short walk to
Bhima's bridge. a huge piece of rock
thrown across a narrow valley. A little
further the Sarasvati and Alakananda
rivers meet. Another one and a half
kilometers farther is the place where
Draupadi passed from this world. Far-
ther along the path, Nakula and Saha-
deva left, then Arjuna, Bhima. and

finally Yudhisthira. We bathed in the
confluence, joyful at having completed
our pilgrimage to the four dhamas.

We felt satisfied that we'd gathered
water for Srila Prabhupada’s sacred
bath from many remote holy sites. But
perhaps our greatest satisfaction came
from having been able to distribute
Srila Prabhupada’s books in places
where no ISKCON devotees had gone
before. Many of the people we met
could not read or write, but we gave
out hundreds of small pictures of Srila
Prabhupada and announced his Cen-
tennial celebrations to the residents of
the land of the gods. &

Jaya Vijaya Dasa has been a leader of

ISKCON’s India Padayatra since it
began in 1984.
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In 1992 Ranchor Prime (Ranchor
Dasa) founded Friends of Vrindavan,
in the UK., to publicize the ecologi-
cal plight of Vrindavan's forests and
to raise international funds to help
conserve them. Last October he
joined forty cyelists from Britain,
Kenva, and America to ride from
Yamunotri down to Viindavan, fol-
lowing the sacred Yamuna River
from its source. The expedition, orga-
nized by Friends of Vrindavan, raised
£31,000 for the dying forests of
Vrindavan. Here are excerpts from
Ranchor’s diary.

8 October—IJlanaki Chati
11 kms, on foot

From where I sit | can see above me
through the clouds the snowy peaks
of the mountains above Yamunotri.
In the guest house courtyard small
clusters of our group relax in conver-
sation. We have walked and scram-
bled 11 kilometers from Hanuman
Chati to Janaki Chati. above 2,500
meters. The road ended at Hanuman
Chati, two days by bus north from
Delhi, and our bikes await us there.

Along the way we have seen
trains of pack ponies, a few other
pilgrims. and many locals. We came
across a rsi living in a cave. Steve
and [ sat with him for a while. A
merry group of local men joined us.
They said they live in Janaki Chati
throughout the winter, eating strict
rations of beans while cut off by ice
and snow.

As we walked on. we caught
occasional glimpses of the snow-
covered peaks now above me.
Towards the end of the walk, the
valley opened out, and [ stayed back
alone for some time to take in the
panorama. I felt moved by the
majesty of the place.

This evening some of us spoke to
our group. Tenzing, a young Bud-
dhist monk. spoke fervently of the
environmental threat to the Himal-



The Yamuna (ycle Expedition

ayas and its consequences for all of
us. David spoke of how Ganga
relieves sins and is associated with
ascetics, while Sri Yamuna springs
from the heart of Visnu and gives joy
and love of Krsna.

Afterwards I went out into the
darkness to see the stars that carpet
the sky. twinkling and pulsating.
Against them the snows glow soft
and luminous on the peaks we will
approach tomorrow. [ am on a jour-
ney to the source, an inward journey
to my inner source of energy and
inspiration, as well as an outward one
to the source of the Yamuna, to
Vrndavana, to the world.

9 October—lanaki Chati
6 kms up, 6 kms down, on foot

Today we ascended 610 meters over a
distance of 6 kilometers along a path
that at times was a mere gash in ver-
tical cliffs with thundering waters
hundreds of feet below. As I climbed,
I felt I was penetrating an unearthly
realm. Dark crags soared up on both
sides, and the waters roared in hid-
den depths. The path had been trod
by pilgrims for thousand of years.
during which little had changed. The
place seemed unaffected by time. As
I went further, the ravine deepened
until the sky was a narrow strip far
above.

After three hours [ rounded a
corner and came upon Yamunotri.
The valley widened, and above me
nestled a group of huts around two
temples built into the rock face. Be-
hind the huts, the Yamuna cascaded
from the snows above to pass
beneath an incongruous steel foot-
bridge leading to the temples. A thin
pall of steam hung over the place,
rising from hot springs.

*We soaked up to our necks in the
hot springs, and Ravi and I skipped
straight from there into the icy tor-
rent of the Yamuna. Later we sat in a
big circle beside the rushing waters to

worship the Yamuna and ask for
blessings for our expedition. We
chanted mantras and poured milk
into the river under a blistering sun.

Soon the sun disappeared behind
clouds, and a misty chill descended.
To soak in the power and peace of
this place, [ walked most of the way
back down alone.

10 October—Sayana Chati
11 kms on foot, 8 kms cycling

Today began with a pleasant walk
down from Janaki Chati to Hanuman
Chati, about 11 kilometers. On the

way we heard road workers blasting
the rocks. Soon lorries will be able
to drive up to Janaki Chati. which, as
the new roadhead, will become an
environmental mess, as Hanuman
Chati is already.

After much tinkering with our
new Indian bikes, we set off downhill
from Hanuman Chati for a short,
enjoyable ride to Sayana Chati,
where we are now in the tourist guest
house.

11 October
35 kms

Barkot

I have cycled 30 kilometers from
Sayana and am sitting by the road-
side 5 kilometers short of Barkot.
where we will spend the night. I am
sitting in the shade of a mountain

ash, cooled by breezes. It is mid-
afternoon, and the sky is clear blue.
In the valley below I hear the sound
of rushing waters. The only other
sounds are those of crickets and the
high-pitched call of the birds. Occa-
sionally the wind carries the distant
moan of a bus or lorry straining up
the hills. Above me, terraces rise to a
low ridge, while below me is a steep
wooded drop. Nearby a young
mother with two toddlers has just
climbed onto the road carrying a
waterpot on her head. During the last
fifteen minutes only Michael Waugh
on his bicycle has passed:
otherwise. not a soul.
Everywhere are butter-
flies—yellow, white.
orange. black, and red. It's
strange to be in such a
remote place, so far from
home with so few posses-
sions. and yet to feel so
secure and at peace.

12 October
51 kms

Nainbag

Our first 3 kilometers
were a fantastic off-road
stretch down 400 feet to cross the
Yamuna. Then on to a stopping place
where we photographed ourselves
beside the Yamuna, now a sixty-foot-
wide swift-flowing river, with a last
view of snow-capped peaks behind.
Today I decided to push myself on
my bicycle to stay near the front. As |
strove ahead, I passed through awe-
some landscape. the broad sweep of
the road visible for miles ahead and
behind. cutting along the edge of vast
rocky mountains plunging down to a
flat valley bed far below, with the
ever-present Yamuna, turquoise blue,
curving round cultivated fields. One
or two cyclists are strung out behind
me, distant specks. Otherwise, no one
in sight, and very little traffic. The
only sound is the river, the wind, the
birdcalls, and the friction of my tires.
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he Astonishing
Royal Hall

The Pandavas receive as a gift an assembly hall
that rivals even Lord Krsna's.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history of

the Pandavas to their great-grandson, King Jana-
mejaya. As the narration continues, Lord Krsna
and Arjuna have guarded the Khandava Forest so
that Agni, the fire-god, could consume it and all
the creatures within it. Agni thus devoured the

forest. Only the Danava [see “Characters,” page

30/ named Mava survived, because he had taken
shelter of Arjuna.

NTHE PRESENCE of Lord Krsna, Maya hon-
ored Arjunaagainandagain with folded hands
and gentle words.

“My dear Arjuna.” Maya said finally, “you
saved me [rom Lord Krsna's fury and the flames
of the fire-god, although he was eager to burn me.
Tell me, what can I do for you in return?”

Arjunasaid,”O great Asura.you have done all
that is necessary. Always be a kind [riend to me. as
[ am to you.”

Maya said, *O best of men, O mighty one.
vour words are worthy of your stature. And vet.
Bharata, I wish to do something to show my love
for you. I am the Visvakarma of the Danavas,
for my skill is vast. and it is my special desire to
build something for you. O Pandava.”

Arjuna said,” You feel [ am the one who saved

you when your life was in danger, but i1t is im-
proper for me to ask something in return. At the
same time, O Danava, [ do not wish to [rustrate
vour earnest wish. So do something for Lord
Krsna,and that will be your way of thanking me.”

Maya then urged Sri Krsna to make a request,
and for a moment the Lord thought.“What shall
[ ask of him?”

Then Sri Krsna said, “O Daiteya, construct an
assembly hall that you consider appropriate for
King Yudhisthira’s carthly reign. Erect such a
congress hall that all who seeitin the world of man
will be amazed and no one will be able to build one
like it. Build the royal edifice so that we may
behold in it the most clever designs of the gods,
Asuras, and human beings.”

Maya accepted the instruction with deep satis-
faction, and he happily decided to build for the
Pandava king a parliament hall that would re-
semble a large celestial spacecraft.

Lord Krsna and Arjuna then precisely ex-
plained to King Yudhisthira all that had happened
at the Khandava Forest and presented to him the
skillful Maya.Yudhisthira properly honored Maya,
who accepted the reception, respectfully honor-
ing the king in return. O Bharata, the master
craftsman of the Daitvas then narrated to the sons

[llustration by Puskara Dasa
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On Lord Krsna'’s request, Mava Danava built a congress hall that would amaze all who saw it.



(haracters

A guide to people and places
mentioned in this episode.

demons

Asuras

Bharata—the dynasty descended from King
Bharata; a member of that dynasty
Brahma—first created being in the universe

Daiteya—"son of Diti”

Daityas—the demon sons of the progenitor

Kasyapa and his wife Diti

Danavas—the demon sons of Kasyapa and

his wife Danu

Draupadi—the wife of the five Pandava

brothers

Garuda—the divine eagle who carries Lord

Visnu

Indra—the king of the heavenly planets
Janardana—Lord Krsna (other names of
Krsna used here are Kesava, Govinda,

and Vasudeva) 5
Kailasa—the abode of Lord Siva

Kunti—the mother of the Pandavas
Pandavas—the five brothers Yudhisthira,
Bhima (or Bhimasena), Arjuna, and the

twins Nakula and Sahadeva
Prtha—Kunti
Raksasa—a class of demons
Sthanu—1IL ord Siva
Siva

Yama—the lord of death

of Pandu many ancient stories of the
gods. Then, after catching his breath
and thinking deeply on his project,
Maya began to build the assembly hall
for the exalted sons of Pandu.
According to the wish of Prtha’s
sons and the great soul Krsna, the
mighty Mayacommenced hislabor with
an auspicious ceremony held on a sa-
cred day. On that occasion the power-
ful Daitya designersatisfied brahmanas
by the thousands with offerings of sweet
rice and varieties of valuable gifts. He
then measured out a charming terrain
approximately 12,000 feet all around
and rich with the beauty of all seasons.

LORD KRSNA
LEAVES FOR DVARAKA

Having lived happily in Khandava-
prastha, constantly worshiped by

Lord Krsna’s partial expansion who
ultimately destroys the universe
Visvakarma—the architect of the demigods

the sons of Prtha, who |
adored Him so much,
Lord Krsna,whois wor-
thy of all honor, now
made up His mind to
depart, for He was ca-
ger to see His father
Vasudeva. Lord Krsna,
Janardana, enchanting
with His large beautiful
eyes, first took permis-
sion from Yudhisthira,
the king of justice. Then
Sri Krsna, who is to be
adored by the entire
universe,worshiped His
aunt Prtha by touching
His head to her feet.
Kunti responded by
kissing and smelling
the Lord’s head and
embracing Him. Lord
Krsna then saw His sis-
ter, Subhadra. As that
supreme master of the
senses approached her,
whom He loved so
dearly, tears filled His
eyes. To His lovely sis-
ter, who spoke in clear
andlovely tones, the Su-
preme Lord uttered
words that were precise,
cheerful, meaningful,
beneficial, and appro-
priate for the occasion.
Subhadra spoke to her
most beloved brother about their rela-
tives, begging Him to send her news,
and then she repeatedly worshiped
Him, placing her head on His feet and
boldly declaring her eternal devotion |
to Him.

After Sri Krsna, head of the Vrsni
clan, had affectionately taken leave
of His devoted sister, he went to see
Draupadi and the royal priest Dhaum-
ya. The Lord, the greatest of person-
alities, worshiped the saintly Dhaumya
and comforted Draupadi. He then
gently took her permission to depart.

The learned Lord, full of strength,
then went with Arjuna to see the other
Pandavas. Krsna stood surrounded by
the five brothers like Indra amidst the
immortals. With hymns, garlands, obei-
sances, and a variety of fragrances, Sri
Krsna, best of the Yadus, then honored

| the demigods and twice-born sages.
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Having thus complied with all
worldly duties, He who is the best of all
steadfast beings prepared to depart.
Continuing to play the role of a human
prince, He distributedriches,along with
bowls of curd, fruit, and whole grains,
to the praiseworthy brahmanas and
respectfully circled them. After He had
mounted a swift golden chariot
equipped with His club, disc, sword,
and Sz’u-flga bow and flying the flag of
Garuda, the lotus-eyed Lord set out
behind His faithful steeds Sainya and
Sugriva when the stars, the day, and the
hour were all auspicious.

Drawn by love, King Yudhisthira
climbed onto the chariot, and moving
aside the Lord’s expert driver, Daruka,
the Kuru monarch took the reins.
Arjuna also mounted the chariot, and
with a pure white yak-tail fan fitted

| with a large golden handle, he fanned

clockwise around the Lord’s head.
Bhimasena, the great controller,
was subdued by his love for Krsna, and
with his two youngest brothers he fol-
lowed behind Lord Krsna, who was
surrounded by the royal priests and
citizens. As mighty Kesava, Krsna,
slayer of hostile warriors, was thus fol-
lowed by His loving cousin-brothers,
He shone like a liberated spiritual
master followed by his loving disciples.
The Lord bid farewell, hugging the
distraught Arjuna and honoring Yudhi-
sthira and Bhimasena and the young
twins. As He did so, He was in turn re-
peatedly hugged by the two eldest Pan-
davas and saluted by the twins. Then
after conversing with them and encour-
aging them, SriKrsnasent the Pandavas
and their loyal followers back to their

| city and proceeded like a second Indra

toward His own transcendental city.
With their eyes the Pandavas fol-
lowed Lord Krsna as far as their vision
would allow, but with their minds they
traveled along with Him, for they were
continuously rapt in love for Him. So
attractive and dear was Lord Krsna
to the Pandavas that their minds were
not satiated, and He seemed to disap-
pear all too quickly from their sight.
The sons of Prtha were fully devoted
to Govinda, Lord Krsna, and they
constantly thoughtabout Him. Indeed,
they desired nothing but to be with
Krsna and serve His lotus feet. Thus
when Sri Krsnadeparted, the Pandavas



Shining with divine luster,
the celestial edifice glowed and blazed, its effulgence
defeating the sparkling radiance of the sun.

returned to their city, sadly resigned
to His absence, and Krspa Himself
proceeded on schedule to the city of
Dvaraka.

MAYA TRAVELS
To BINDU-SARAS

Then Maya said to Arjuna, the best
of victors, “I bid you farewell now, but
I shall quickly return. North of Kai-
lasa, necar Mainaka Mountain, where
all the Danavas are about to offer
sacrifice by the sacred lake of Bindu-
saras, | once fashioned out of jewels a
charming vessel that remained in the
assembly hall of the truthful King
Vrsaparva. If it is still there, O Bha-
rata, [ shall get it and come here. Then
[ shall construct for Pandu’s illustrious
son Yudhisthira a wonderful assembly
hall bedecked with all kinds of gems—
a hall that will gladden the hearts of
all who see it.

=0 pillar of the Kurus, within the
Bindu-saraslake lies a magnificentclub,
hidden there by King Yauvanasva after
he had killed his enemies in battle. That
amazing weapon. flecked with drops of
gold, is hard. heavy, and unyielding
under pressure. Experts estimate that
the club has the power of hundreds of
thousands of ordinary clubs, for it can
crack any surface. [t would be ideal for
Bhima, just as the Gandiva bow is ideal
foryou.Thereisalsoagreat conchshell
of Varuna's named Devadatta, which
produces a mighty sound. All this I
shall bestow upon you without doubt.”
Having said this much to Arjuna, the
son of Prtha, the Asura departed to-
ward the northeast.

Northof Kailasa, near Mount Main-
aka, sits a lordly mountain of jewels
named Hiranya-Srnga [Gold Peak].
There one will find the charming Bindu-
saras lake.onwhose banks King Bhagi-
ratha dwelled for many years watching
the Ganges, which since then is known

as the Bhagirathi. That exalted mon- |

arch, ruler of all carthly creatures,
performed one hundred outstanding
sacrifices to worship the Supreme Lord,
O best of the Bharatas. At those cer-
emonies, the king had bejeweled sacri-
ficial posts and golden altars erected
for the sake of beauty, and not as a
permant standard for subsequent re-
ligious rites. So potent was that sacri-
ficial ground that even Lord Indra,
the thousand-eyed husband of Saci,
achieved perfection there by worship-
ing the Supreme Lord. And there Lord
Siva, the perennial lord of ghostly be-
ings, having created many planets with
his fierce prowess, was surrounded and
adored by thousands of his creatures.

The twin incarnations, Nara and
Narayana, along with Brahma, Yama,
and Sthanu, perform sacrifice at Bindu-
saras lake when the cycle of one
thousand eons has elapsed. There
Lord Vasudeva faithfully performs
thousand-year sacrifices to constantly
demonstrate to the learned and gentle

souls the proper path of pietv. At this |
same place, Lord Krsna gave away thou- |
sands and millions of gold-wreathed |

stakes and highly luminous altars.
Aflter arriving there Maya took the
club and conch. O Bharata, and from

King Vrsaparva he obtained crystal |

building material for the Pandavas’ as-
sembly hall. Helped by Raksasa ser-

vants. Maya took all that he desired for |

his service and brought it back to
Indraprastha.

MAYA’S CONSTRUCTION

At Indraprastha, the Asura built an
incomparable assembly hall blazing
with jewels and divine glory. Its fame
spread throughout the three worlds.

Maya then presented the excellent
club to Bhimasena. and he gave the
superlative conch shell named Deva-
datta to Arjuna.
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The assembly hall extended to a cir-
cumference of 10,000 kiskus™ and had
treelike columns of solid gold. The bril-
liant body of the capitol hall was as
supremely radiant as the body of fire,
or of the sun or moon. Shining with
divine luster.the celestial edifice glowed
and blazed. its effulgence defeating the
sparkling radiance of the sun.

Long and wide. standing erect and
covering the sky like a vast cloud
shrouding a mountain, the sinless man-
sion, flawless and gleaming. dispelled
the fatigue of all who entered its cham-
bers. Fashioned of the best materials,
garlanded with surrounding walls stud-
ded with jewels.and stocked with gems
and many riches, it appeared to be
handsomely crafted by the cosmic
builder, Visvakarma, for not even the
Sudharma hall of Dvaraka or the man-
sion of Brahma could match the beauty
of the unique structure Asura Maya
had created.

Maya instructed ecight thousand
Raksasas, known as the Kinkaras, to
carcfully guard the building and pro-
vide transportation for its construc-
tion. Those terrifying servants had
powerful, gigantic bodies and could
fly in outer space. Their eyes were
blood-red and tawny, their ears were
shaped like seashells, and they bore
weapons,

Within the royal hall, Maya lash-
ioned a unique lotus pond. in which the
spreading lotus petals were made of
cat’s-eye gems and the lotus stalks of
other jewels. The pond was perfumed
by sweet-scented lotuses and lilies; it
was busy with flocks of birds, lush with
blossoming flowers. and brightly
painted with turtles and fish. Wide,com-
fortable stairways led bathers into its
waters, which were crystal clear and
plentiful in all seasons, and heavenly

10,000 cubits,orapproximately 5.000 yards
or meters
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breezes stirred the delicate pearl-drop
blossoms that gathered on the surface.
Some kings who approached that lake
filled with heaps of gems could not
understand thatitwasalake—although
they sawitright before theireyes—and
they fell into its waters.

Nearby the assembly hall were gi-
ant, ever-flowering trees with bluish
bark, refreshing shade, and enchanting
shape. All about were very fragrant
forests adorned with lotuses, swans,
ducks. and cakra birds.

The wind picked up the fragrance
from the lowers growing profusely on
the land and water and carried the

sweet scents to the Pandavas for their
pleasure. It took Maya about fourteen
months to make the assembly hall. and
then he presented his exquisite cre-
ation to Yudhisthira, who was cel-
cbrated as Dharmardja. the king of

virtue. &3

Hridavananda Dasa Goswami, who
holds a Ph.D. in Indology from Har-
vard University, is Professor of Vais-

nava Theology at the Graduate Theo-

logical Union in Berkeley, California.
He frequently speaks at universities
and is translating the Mahabharata
and other Sanskrit works.

Hare Krishna Wovrld

Getconnected to our dynamic worldwide movement. Exciting news,

information, marketplace. and Krsna conscious opportunities. Hare
Krishna World is bimonthly: U.S., $23 for First Class mail, $13 for
Third Class; outside the U.S.,$26. For subscriptions, ads, bulk orders,

and news submissions, please write HKW at P. O. Box 238, Alachua,
FL 32616-0238, USA. Phone: (904) 462-5054.
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Your satisfaction
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Gita Nagari Institute

JUNE 18-21, 1998
at ISKCON's Gita Nagari Farm in Port Royal, Pennsylvania, USA

Courses and instructors:

Sri Brahma-sarihita — Bhakti Caitanya Swami
College Outreach — Bhakti Raghava Swami
Sex and the Leadership Crisis — Bhakti Tirtha Swami
Vaisnava Etiguetie — Romapada Swami
Sri Isopanisad — Kamalini Devi Dasi
Science and Nescience: Presentations for a University Audience — Anurag Mittal
Selected Verses from .S"rmum"-,’J’hrr.qm.'.r.rm.-}: — Partha Sarathi Dasa
Topics from Srimad-Bhagavatam— Ravindra Svariipa Dasa

Fees:

For those who register by April 15, $70. All others, $80. Discounts for
temple groups. For information call Krsna-hla Devi Dasi at (212) 353-1464.
Also:

GITA NAGARI RETREATS FOR 1998

May 23-25 (Memorial Day Weekend)
September 5-7 (Labor Day Weckend)
November 27-29 (Thanksgiving Weekend)
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We will automatically
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The Life of Tulasi Devi

Her Care and Worship

By Amala Bhakta Dasa
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A retelling of the story of
Tulasi Devi from the Brahma-
vaivarta Purana. Softhound,

101 pages. $11.95

Spiritualized
Dictionary

rescue some of the words in

chaos of mundane usage and

Diet for Transcendence
Vegetarianism and the World Religions

By Steven Rosen (Satyaraja Dasa)

In the foreword to this book, originally
published as Food for the Spirit, Nathaniel
Altman, author of Eating for Life, writes,
“Steven Rosen takes us on a fascinating
journey back in time to explore the essential
and often misunderstood roots of the world's
major religious traditions, to discover how
vegetarianism was a cherished part of their
philosophy and practice.” Softhound, 140

pages. $11.95

Steven
_adeilat

Touring
The Land
Of Krishna

By Shri Patita
Pavana Das

A complete guide
to Mathura,
Vindavana, and
Jaipur. Softbound,
202 pages. $12.95

Steven
Rosen

By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

A somewhat playful attempt to
the English language from the

connect them, and us, to Krsna.
Softhound, 162 pages. $14.95

Uncavering the Truth
in the World Religions

The Book of Samskaras

Purificatory Rituals for Successful Life

By Prema Rasa Dasa and
Sandipani Muni Dasa

A comprehensive handbook for
understanding and performing all
of the samskaras for the different
stages of life. Hardbound, 328

pages. $23.95

Reincarnation
Controversy
Uncovering the Truth in

The World Religions

By Steven Rosen
(Satyaraja Dasa)

The author guides the
reader through the history
of the world's religions,
revealing their teachings
as consistent with the
concept of reincarnation.
Softhound, 128 pages.
$11.95

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG

The Book of
Samskaras

Chant and
Be Happy
The Power of
Mantra Meditation
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Bhaktivedanta
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Swami Prabhupada.

Now in its fourth
printing, Chant and
Be Happy explains
l])l_‘ [1[)\\"{_’.1' [?l.- mantra
meditation and how
it can bring you
ultimate self-
awareness and put
you in touch with
the supreme pleasure
principle. Includes
conversations with
former Beatles John
Lennon and George
Harrison. Paperback,
126 pages. $2.50
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Agha the Terrible Demon — Softhound, 32 pages, $4.95
Bhagavad-gita: An Hlustrated Introduction — 210 pages, includes
audio CD), $29.95
Bhagavad-gita Study Guide — Crossword form, $12.50
The Book of Krishna Conscious Games — Softhound, 70 pages, $4.95
Children's Krsna Book — Narration, 8 tapes, $31.95
Chota's Way: A Children's Tale — Softhound, 134 pages, $6.95
Chota’s Activity Book — 50 pages, $4.50 (both Chaota books $9.95)
A Gift of Love: The Story of Sudama the Brahmin — Hardbound,
32 pages, $5.95
Gopal the Invincible — Hardbound, 16 pages, $5.95
Heroes of Ancient Earth — Comic book, \;ul-limlnul 50 pages, $6.95
[Mhustrated Bhagavatam Stories — Hardbound, 272 pages, $49.95
Nimai's Puppy — Softbound, 36 pages, E|53.‘)3
Offering Everything to Krishna — Softbound, 28 pages, $2.95
One Step Toward Kysna — 2-vol. ser, softhound, 52 pages each, $7.95
Owur Most Dear Friend — lustrated Gita, hardbound, $14.95
Sakshi Gopal: A Witmess for the Wedding — Softbound, 16 pages, $2.50
Simply Wonderful — Cookbool, softhound, 36 pages, $3.95
Songs for Kysna's Kids: Learning Sastra Thru Music — Cassette tape
and songhook, softbound, 14 pages, $6.95
Spiritual Stories — Narration, 18 tapes (call for titles), $5
Srila Prabhupada’s Music Box — Softhound, 24 pages, $3.95
Vaikuntha Children — Guide ro Krsna conscious education for
children, $29.95
Vedic Stories from Ancient India—Rerold and illustrated by Ananta Sakri
Das, 8%4" x 12", 112 pages. Hardbound, $24.95; softhound, $15.93
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The Art of Teaching
By Bhurijana Dasa

This comprehensive guide to
teaching, written by a leading
educator in ISKCON, weaves
together the traditional Vedic
system and contemporary

Bhirijans s

teaching strategies. Hardbound,

506 pages,$24.95.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG




The Teachings of His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivendanta Swami Prabhupada

We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books and lectures currently available.

—— The Classics
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, deluxe, $24.95; GIFT

hard, $13.95; vinyl, $9.95
The Science of Self-Realization, deluxe, CERTIFICATESI
$13.95; hard, $9.95; soft, $3.95 ;
Srimad-Bhagavatam, 12 cantos, Call for details: 1-800-800-3284.
18 volumes. $399.95 Qutside U.S. and Canada:
Sn Caitanya-caritamrta, complete, 1 ,910,87 1-2620.
9 volumes. $349.50
The Nectar of Devotion, $14.95
Teachings of Lord Caitanya, reprint,
$14.25
Teachings of Queen Kunti, $13.95
Teachings of Lord Kapila, $13.95
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Srila
Prabhupada’s
VedaBASE

All of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s recorded words
on one CD! You can

TEACHINGS OF
LORD CAITANYA

now have the Veda-
BASE for m:mL}l]\_-‘
The Vintage payments of only $25 .
Series Volumes 1-9 And there is no interest
charge! Complete
works, $595; books
only, $295.

Bhajanas by Srila

Prabhupada

This 9-CD set consists
of remastered classic e phaktivedanta |
VedaBASE ]

unedited bhajanas—
never hefore released
on CD. Includes
storage folder. $79.95
(Individual CDs:
$9.95 each)
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Srila Prabhupada Lectures on CD

CDM-28—1. Only a Devotee of Krishna Can Be Peaceful, SB 2.3.10 (5/28/
T2-LA) 29:46; 2. The Only Way to Understand God, Be 7.1 (1/27/73-
CAL) 41:41

CDM-29—1. “If You Actually Want Freedom . . .,” SB 2.3.9 (5/26/72-LA)
19:27; 2. Dogs, Hogs, Camels, and Asses, SB 2.3.18-19 (6/13/72-LA)
25:33; 3. Krishna Is Within Every Universe and Every Atom, SB 1.3.30
(10/5/72-LA) 22:43

SPECIAL OFFER! CDM-30—1. Seeing the World's Soul, SB 1.8.34 (4/26/73-LA) 33:08

2. We Are in a Dangerous Position, SB 1.8.37 (4/29/73-LA) 25:40
Free CD storage case with Complete set is 1-30. $5.95 each. Please call for details.
the purchase of 24 CDs!
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Songs from
The Spiritual World

By Prapannam Dasa

After several successful cassette

first CD), a collection of the best
songs from his tapes. $14.95

Vamsidasa Babaji
A Glimpse into the Life
Of a Vaisnava Saint

By Bhakrti Vikasa Swami

Veansidisa Jsabii

RL.‘SEK.‘CTL‘L[ l‘.\; both Srila Bhakri-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura and
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura,
Vamsidasa Babaji lived in Nava-
dvipa during the first half of the
twentieth century. Softhound, 90

pages. $4.95
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By Bhakti Vikids Swami
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tapes of songs familiar to ISKCON
devotees, this is Prapannam Dasa's

ew and Noteworthy!

NEW! S

JRINDAVANA

AND Vrindavana
LN ELDEES  And Braja Mandala

By Jada Bharata Dasa

A must-have for your travels
in India. This isn't just a
normal travel guide—it dives
deeply into the heart of

spiritual India. Softhound,
680 pages. $17.95

Destination

South Africa
The Birth of the
Hare Krishna Move-
ment in South Africa
1972-1975

3y Riddha Dasa

The story of how dis-

ciples of Srila Prabhu-
pada overcame many

obstacles to bring

Krsna consciousness
and Srila Prabhu-
pada himself to South Africa. Hardbound, 188

pages. $17.95

Ramavyana:
A Journey

By Ranchor Prime

Ranchor Dasa, a senior
disciple of Srila Prabhu-
pada, tells the epic story
of Lord Rama in a way
that is authentic yet
accessible to Western

I'L.":lL{L‘l'H. Contains

sixty lavish illustrations
from art museums and private collections. Published
by Collins & Brown. Hardbound, 160 pages. $34.95

NOW AVAILABLE!
Original drawings by Puskara
Dasa for BTG’s Mahabharata serial-
ization. From $125 to $300. Call to

order or for more information.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

m The ISKCON-Hinduja Glory of India Vedic
Cultural Centre, [SKCON's splendid new cul-
tural complex in New Delhi—with its temple, guest house,
multimedia museum, majestic artwork, and other features
—opened on April 5, Rama Navami, the appearance day
of Lord Ramacandra. Details in our next issue.

ISKCON Calcutta will celebrate its huge Jagannatha
Rathayatra festival on June 26.

Rathayatra was celebrated at Kurukshetra in March and
al Dwaraka and Chennai (Madras) last January.

ISKCON’s large tent camp at the Kumbha Mela broad-
cast the chanting of Hare Krsna and the message of Krsna
consciousness to millions during March and April at
Haridwar, in the foothills of the Himalayas. The Kumbha
Mela, held in four holy places every twelve years, is the
largest spiritual gathering on earth.

In Bangalore, 8,000 people daily visit the ISKCON
temple, opened last May. On Sundays. the temple draws
20.000).

ISKCON Temple in Alimedabad, India.

In Ahmedabad, work has begun on a multimedia museum
to be installed at the ISKCON temple complex, which
opened in April of last year. The work will take two years
to complete. The thirty-five dioramas in the museum

will illustrate themes from Bhagavad-giia, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and Caitanya-caritamyta.

Two hundred thousand people are expected to visit the
Ahmedabad ISKCON temple on Janmastami. One to two
thousand people now visit the temple daily, ten thousand
on Sundays. Last November. 100.000 people came to
celebrate Govardhana Paja. the day Lord Krsnpa lifted the
Govardhana Hill.

Back to Godhead has launched an edition in Marathi,
the language of the state of Maharashtra. More than six
thousand subscribers signed up in advance. The maga-
zine—called Jau Devachiya Gawa—is bimonthly. thirty-
two pages. It is published by BTG's office in Mumbai.

A Krsna conscious hospital opened in January in the Mira
Road arca of Mumbai. The hospital—Bhaktivedanta
Hospital-—aims to provide holistic health care in a Krsna
conscious atmosphere. Though the modern, fully equipped
130-bed hospital is not an ISKCON project, it has been
built by the efforts of ISKCON devotees. and devotees
make up most of the hospital’s stalf, medical and non-
medical.

Al the hospital, ISKCON devotees in the medical

| profession work together in Krsna consciousness, joined

by other devotees with a wide range of vocations and
skills. The hospital also aims to provide free or low-cost
medical treatment for ISKCON devotees.

The hospital is independently run by the Sri Chaitanya
Seva Trust, of which the chairman is Indian industrialist
Hrishikesh A. Mafatlal (Krsnacandra Dasa). The hospital
was built with funds contributed by philanthropic Indian
industrialists and financiers.

To get much of our news Back to Godhead teams up with HHare Krishna World, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
For more detailed news, subscribe to Hare Krishna World (see page 32).
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A thousand devotees gathered in Mayapur, West Bengal,
at the end of February for ISKCON’s annual Gaura-
Plirnima Festival, commemorating the appearance of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu in Mayéapur 512 years ago. The
festival included seminars on various Krsna conscious
topics and a week-long pilgrimage to holy sites of Lord

Caitanya’s pastimes.

“nit?d Stﬂt{’S l(‘,‘(.nmty police and fe(Ierf:! ng(,nts have

ailed to apprehend the arsonists who

set fire to a barn last July at ISKCON’s New Talavan Farm
in Mississippi. The fire destroyed equipment and a
Rathayatra cart, causing $150.000 in damage. Donors have
contributed $17,000, but much more is needed to feed and
care for the farm’s cows.

Rathayatra festival at the University of Michigan.

The mayor of Ann Arbor, Michigan, attended [ISKCON’s
Rathayatra last September on the campus of the Univer-
sity of Michigan. The festival drew devotees from three
states and Canada.

A 21-year-old civil lawsuit against ISKCON Boston was
settled out of court last November. In 1977 a disgruntled
ex-devotee and her mother sued the temple and won a
six-figure judgment. That decision was overturned on
appeal, but until the recent settlement, two items from the
original complaint (essentially about “brainwashing™)

were still pending.
rEnt Celebration: On Janmastami, the
ﬁr@at Bl'ltalﬂ Deities at Bhaktivedanta Manor will
have presided there for twenty-five years. The Deities,
Si1 S11 Radha-Gokulananda, were installed in 1973 by
[SKCON’s founder-acarya, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Prince Charles presented an award for architecture to
ISKCON'’s Pada Sevanam Dasa last December at St.
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| James Palace. the prince’s official residence. Pada Seva-
nam is the chief designer of the Temple of the Vedic
Planctarium, to be built at ISKCON’s center in Mayapur,
West Bengal.

After a discus-
sion about the
importance of
tradition based
on theistic
principles, the
prince said he
would like to
visit Mayapur.

North London
Lord Mayor
Keith Toms
awarded first
prize to the
Hare Krsna
float at the city’s Stanmere Carnival, held last September.
He then climbed aboard the float for a lap of honor
around the fairground. He also asked devotees to ar-
range for him to visit Bhaktivedanta Manor,
ISKCON’s temple outside London.

The government of Ecuador has

South America [ubatnme ol
given a thousand fruit and nut trees

to ISKCON’s Giridhari Desh Farm near Cuenca. Govern-
ment-funded agricultural engineers planted the trees as
part of the government’s attempts to promote agriculture
and reforestation. The farm is nestled in a mountain
valley near the equator, 2,300 meters (7.544 feet) above

sea level.
Back _ti) E;od]leatl associate editor Druta-
karma Dasa toured Hungary last Novem-
ber, speaking on his book Forbidden Archeology: The
Hidden History of the Human Race, co-authored with
BTG contributor Sadapiita Dasa. The book. recently
translated into Hungarian in an abridged version, chal-
lenges Darwinian evolution by presenting numerous
archeological finds that contradict the theory. Druta-
karma spoke to standing-room-only audiences in civic
and university auditoriums all over the country. In cach
city visited, he was interviewed by newspapers, TV

and radio.
Ahi(ﬂ ISKCON Johannesburg held ninc days of
spiritual programs from March 28 through

April 5. About 1,000 people attended nightly.

Lord Mayor Keith Toms awards first
prize to Hare Krsna float in London.

ISKCON Durban will hold its grand annual Rathayatra
festival this year on May 1-3.
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TwoO ENJOYERS

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching His
mother, Devahiiti, about Sarikhya, the analytical study of all
existence. As the Stimad-Bhagavatam continues, Lord Kapila
explains that one can attain the Supreme Person by the mature
practice of mystic voga and devotional service.

of bhakti-yoga. It is not acceptable for one to be satisfied
simply by practicing the sitting postures and thinking him-
self complete. By meditation one must attain the stage of
devotional service. As previously described, a yogi is ad-
vised to meditate on the form of Lord Visnu from point to
point, from the ankles to the legs to the knees to the thighs

| to the chest to the neck, and in this way gradually up to the

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 29
35 AfwARTY AW qA AIEIRE: | |
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bhakti-yogas ca yogas ca
maya manavy udiritah

vayor ekatarenaiva
purusall purusaim vrajet

bhakti-yogah—devotional service; ca—and; yogah—mystic
yogazca—also:maya—by Me:manavi—O daughter of Manu;
udiritali—described; vayoh—of which two; ekatarena—by
either one; eva—alone; purusah—a person: purusam—the
Supreme Person; vrajet—can achieve.

My dear mother, O daughter of Manu, a devotee who ap-
plies the science of devotional service and mystic yoga in this
way [in full dedication to the Lord] can achieve the abode of
the Supreme Person simply by that devotional service.

PURPORT: Herein the Supreme Personality of Godhead
Kapiladeva perfectly explains that the mystic yoga system,
consisting of eight different kinds of yoga activities, has to be
performed with the aim of coming to the perfectional stage

| face and then to the ornaments. There is no question of
| impersonal meditation.

When, by meditation on the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in all detail, one comes to the point of love of God,
that is the point of bhakti-yoga, and at that point he must
actually render service to the Lord out of transcendental
love. Anyone who practices yoga and comes to the point of
devotional service can attain the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in His transcendental abode. Here it is clearly
stated, purusah purusam vrajet: the puruga, the living entity,
goes to the Supreme Person. The Supreme Personality of
Godhead and the living entity are qualitatively one: both are
defined as purusa. The quality of purusa exists both in the
Supreme Godhead and in the living entity. Purusa means
“enjoyer,” and the spirit of enjoyment is present both in the
living entity and in the Supreme Lord. The difference is that
the quantity of enjoyment is not equal. The living entity
cannot experience the same quantity of enjoyment as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. An analogy may be made
with a rich man and a poor man: the propensity for enjoy-
mentispresentinboth, but the poor man cannot enjoyin the

| same quantity as the rich man. When the poor man dovetails

his desires with those of the rich man, however, and when
there is cooperation between the poor man and the rich

| man, or between the big and the small man, then enjoyment
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is shared equally. Thatis like bhakti-yoga. Purusah purusan
vrajet: when the living entity enters into the kingdom of God
and cooperates with the Supreme Lord by giving Him
enjoyment, he enjoys the same facility or the same amount
ol pleasure as the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

On the other hand, when the living entity wants to enjoy
byimitating the Supreme Personality of Godhead, his desire
is called maya,and it puts him in the material atmosphere. A
living entity who wants to enjoy on his personal account and
not cooperate with the Supreme Lord is engaged in materi-
alistic life. As soon as he dovetails his enjoyment with the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. he is engaged in spiritual
life. An example may be cited here:The different limbs of the
body cannot enjoy life independently: they must cooperate
with the whole body and supply food to the stomach. In so
doing, all the different parts of the body enjoy equally in

cooperation with the whole body. That is the philosophy of

acintya-bhedabheda, simultancous oneness and difference.
The living entity cannot enjoy life in opposition to the
Supreme Lord; he has to dovetail his activities with the Lord
by practicing bhakti-yoga.

[t is said herein that one can approach the Supreme
Personality of Godhead by either the yoga process or the
bhakti-yoga process. This indicates that factually there is no
difference between yoga and bhakti-yoga because the target
of both is Visnu. In the modern age, however, a yoga process
has been manulactured which aims at something void and
impersonal. Actually, yoga means meditation on the form of
Lord Visnu. If the yoga practice is actually performed ac-
cording to the standard direction, there is no difference
between yoga and bhakti-yoga.

36 TIFEAT &9 AW TERHA: |
L P G e TET

etad bhagavato riipam
brahmanah paramatmanah

paramt pradhanar purusam
daivar karma-vicestitam

etat—this: bhagavatah—of the Supreme Personality of God-
head: rapam—rform: brahmanah—of Brahman: parama-
atmanafi—of Paramatma: param—transcendental; pradha-
nam—chiel: purusam—personality; daivam—spiritual:
karma-vicestitam—whose activities.

This purusa whom the individual soul must approach is the
eternal form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who
is known as Brahman and Paramatma. He is the transcen-
dental chief personality, and His activities are all spiritual.

PURPORT: In order to distinguish the personality whom
the individual soul must approach, itis described herein that
this purusa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is the
chief amongst all living entities and is the ultimate form of
the impersonal Brahman effulgence and Paramatma mani-
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festation. Since He is the origin of the Brahman effulgence
and Paramatma manifestation, He is described herewith as
the chief personality. It is confirmed in the Katha Upanisad,
nityo nityanam: there are many eternal living entities, but
He is the chief maintainer. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-
gita also,where Lord Krsna says, aham sarvasya prabhaval:
“1 am the origin of everything, including the Brahman
effulgence and Paramatma manifestation.” His activities
are transcendental, as confirmed in Bhagavad-gita. Janma
karma ca me divyam: the activities and the appearance and
disappearance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead are
transcendental: they are not to be considered material.
Anyone who knows this fact—that the appearance, disap-
pearance, and activities of the Lord are beyond material
activities or material conception—is liberated. Yo verii
tattvatah/ tvaktva deharm punar janma: such a person. after
quitting his body. does not come back again to this material
world, but goes to the Supreme Person. [tis confirmed here,
purusal purusar vrajet: the living entity goes to the Su-
preme Personality simply by understanding His transcen-
dental nature and activities.
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ritpa-bhedaspadarn divyar
kala ity abhidhiyvate

bhatanarit mahad-adinar
yato bhinna-drsam bhayam

riipa-bheda—of the transformation of forms; aspadam—
the cause; divvam—divine; kalahi—time: iti—thus:
abhidhiyate—is known: bhiitanam—ofliving entities:mahat-
adinam—>beginning with Lord Brahma; yatah—because of
which; bhinna-drsam—with separate vision: bhavam—fear.

The time factor, who causes the transformation of the
various material manifestations, is another feature of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Anyone who does not
know that time is the same Supreme Personality is afraid of
the time factor.

PURPORT: Everyone is afraid of the activities of time. but
a devotee who knows that the time factor is another repre-
sentation or manifestation of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead has nothing to fear from the influence of time. The
phrase riapa-bhedaspadan is very significant. By the influ-
ence of time, so many forms are changing. For example,
when a child is born his form is small, but in the course of
time that form changes into a larger form, the body of a boy,
and then the body of a young man. Similarly, everything is
changed and transformed by the time factor. or by the
indirect control of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Usually, we do not see any difference between the body of
achild and the body of aboy or young man because we know
that these changes are due to the action of the time factor.
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There is cause for fear for a person who does not know how
time acts.
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vo ‘ntah pravisya bhiitani
bhittair atty akhilasrayah

sa visnv-akhyo ‘dhiyaino sau
kalah kalavatam prabhuh

vah—He who;antali—within; pravisva—entering: bhittani—
living entities: bhataih—Dby living entities: atti—annihilates;
akhila—of everyone; asrayah—the support; sah—He;:
visnu—Visnusakhyali—named:adhivajiah—the enjoyer of
all sacrifices;asau—that; kalah—time factor; kalayatam—ol
all masters: prabhuli—the master.

Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
the enjoyer of all sacrifices, is the time factor and the master

of all masters. He enters everyone’s heart, He is the support |

of everyone, and He causes every being to be annihilated by
another.

PURPORT: Lord Visnu, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. is clearly described in this passage. He is the
supreme enjoyer, and all others are working as His servants.
Asstated in the Caitanya caritamyta (Adi 5.14), ekale isvara
krsna: the only Supreme Lord is Visnu. Ara saba bhrtya: all
others are His servants. Lord Brahma, Lord Siva and other
demigods are all servants. The same Visnu enters everyone’s
heart as Paramatma, and He causes the annihilation of every
being through another being.
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na casya kascid dayito
na dvesyvo na ca bandhavah
avisaty apramaito sau
pramattam janam anta-kit

na—nol: ca—and; asya—ol the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; kascit—anyone: dayitah—dear: na—not: dvesyal
—enemy; na—nol: ca—and: bandhavah—I{riend: avisati—
approaches:apramattah—attentive; asau—T-He: pramattam—
inattentive; janam—persons; anta-kri—the destroyer.

No one is dear to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, nor |
is anyone His enemy or friend. But He gives inspiration to |
those who have not forgotten Him and destroys those who |

have.

PURPORT: Forgetfulness of one’s relationship with Lord
Visnu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 1s the cause of

one’s repeated birth and death. A living entity is as eternal
as the Supreme Lord. but due to his forgetfulness he is put
into material nature and transmigrates from one body to
another, and when the body is destroyed. he thinks that he
is also destroyed. Actually, this forgetfulness of his relation-
ship with Lord Visnu is the cause of his destruction. Anyone
who revives his consciousness ol the original relationship
receives inspiration from the Lord. This does not mean that
the Lord is someone’s enemy and someone else’s [riend. He
helps everyone: one who is not bewildered by the influence
of material energy is saved, and one who is bewildered is
destroyed. Itis said. therefore. harin vind na srtin taranti: no
one can be saved from the repetition of birth and death
without the help of the Lord. It is therefore the duty of all
living entitics to take shelter of the lotus feet of Visnu and
thus save themselves from the cycle of birth and death.
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vad-bhayad vati vato “yari
suryas tapati vad-bhayat

vad-bhavad varsate devo
bha-gano bhati yad-bhayat

vat—of whom (the Supreme Personality of Godhead);
bhayai—out of fear; vati—Dblows; vatahi—the wind; avam—
this; stryah—sun; tapati—shines; yai—of whom: bhayat—
out of fear;yat—of whom:bhayat—outof fear;varsate—sends
rains: devah—the god of rain; bha-ganah—the host of heav-
enly bodies; bhati—shine: yat—ol whom: bhayar—out of
fear.

Out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead the wind
blows, out of fear of Him the sun shines, out of fear of Him
the rain pours forth showers, and out of fear of Him the host
of heavenly bodies shed their luster.

PURPORT: The Lord states in Bhagavad-gita, mayadhyalk-
sena prakrtih sivate: “Nature is working under My direc-
tion.” The foolish person thinks that nature is working auto-
maltically. but such an atheistic theory is not supported in the
Vedic literature. Nature is working under the superinten-
dence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. That is con-
firmed in Bhagavad-gita, and we also find here that the sun
shines under the direction of the Lord. and lhc cloud pours
forth showers of rain under the direction of the Lord. All
natural phenomena are under superintendence of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, Visnu.
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vad vanaspatayo bhita
latas causadhibhih saha
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sve sve kale "bhigrimanti
puspani ca phalani ca

yat—because of whom: vanah-patavah—the trees; bhitah—
fearful; latah—creepers; ca—and; osadhibhih—herbs; saha—
with; sve sve kale—each in its own season: abhigrhnanti
—bear; puspani—flowers; ca—and; phalani—Iruits; ca—
also.

Out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead the
trees, creepers, herbs, and seasonal plants and flowers
blossom and fructify, each in its own season.

PURPORT: As the sun rises and sets and the seasonal
changes ensue at their appointed times by the superinten-
dence of the Supreme Personality ol Godhead. so the
seasonal plants, flowers, herbs, and trees all grow under the
direction of the Supreme Lord. It is not that plants grow
automatically, without any cause, as the atheistic philoso-
phers say. Rather, they grow in pursuance of the supreme
order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is con-
firmed in the Vedic literature that the Lord’s diverse ener-
gies are working so nicely that it appears that everything is
being done automatically.
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sravanti sarito bhita
notsarpaty udadhir yatah
agnir indhe sa-giribhir
bhitr na majjati yad-bhayat

sravanti—{low: saritah—rivers: bhitah—I{carful; na—not;
utsarpati—overflows: uda-dhilh—the ocean; vatah—because
of whom: agnih—Iire: indhe—Dburns; sa-giribhih—with its
mountains: bhith—the earth; na—not; majjati—sinks; yat—
of whom; bhayar—out of fear.

Out of fear of the Supreme Personality of Godhead the
rivers flow, and the ocean never overflows. Out of fear of
Him only does fire burn and does the earth, with its moun-
tains, not sink in the water of the universe.

PURPORT: We can understand from the Vedic literature
that this universe is half filled with water,on which Garbho-
dakasayi Visnu is lying. From His abdomen a lotus flower
has grown, and within the stem of that lotus flower all the
different planets exist. The material scientist explains that
all these different planets are floating because of the law of
gravity or some other law; but the actual lawmaker is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. When we speak of law. we
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must understand that there must be a lawmaker. The ma-
terial scientists can discover laws of nature, but they are un-
able to recognize the lawmaker. From Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam we can know who the lawmaker is:
the lawmaker is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

[tis said here that the planets do not sink. Since they are
floating under the order or energy of the Supreme Godhead,
they do not fall down into the water which covers half the
universe. All the planets are heavy, with their various moun-
tains, seas, oceans, cities, palaces, and buildings, and yet they
are floating. It is understood from this passage that all the
other planets that are floating in the air have oceans and
mountains similar to those on this planet.
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nabho dadati svasatam
padarm van-niyamad adah

lokam sva-dehan tanute
mahan saptabhir avrtam

nabhah—the sky: dadati—gives: Svasatam—to the living
entities; padam—abode; yat—of whom (the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead): nivamat—under the control; adah—
that; lokam—the universe; sva-deham—own body: tanute
—expands; mahan—the mahat-tattva; saptabhih—with the
seven (layers); avrtam—covered.

Subject to the control of the Supreme Personality of God-
head, the sky allows outer space to accommodate all the
various planets, which hold innumerable living entities. The
total universal body expands with its seven coverings under
His supreme control.

PURPORT: It is understood from this verse that all the
planets in outer space are floating. and they all hold living
entities. The word svasatdam means “those who breathe,” or
the living entities. In order to accommodate them, there are
innumerable planets. Every planet is a residence for innu-
merable living entities, and the necessary space is provided
in the sky by the supreme order of the Lord. It is also stated
here that the total universal body is increasing. [tis covered
by seven layers, and as there are five elements within the
universe,so the total elements.in layers,cover the outside of
the universal body. The first layer is of earth, and it is ten
times greater in size than the space within the universe: the
second layer is water, and that is ten times greater than the
earthly layer; the third covering is fire, which is ten times
greater than the water covering. In this way each layer is ten
times greater than the previous one.
(continued in the next issue)



Here are some sources for audio-cassette
recordings of classes on Krsna consciousness.
These are the ones we know of. There may be
more, and we apologize if we've left any out.
Please call or write for catalogs.

Srila Prabhupada Tape Ministry
¢/o The Hare Krsna Catalog
P.O. Box 255

Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA
Phone: 1-800-800-3284

Atmatattva Dasa Tape Ministry
3056 Castro Valley Blvd. #60
Castro Valley, CA 94546, USA
Phone: +1 (510) 581-7687

Bhakti Caru Swami Tape Ministry
P.O.Box 116

8030 Zurich. Switzerland

Fax: +41 (01) 262-3114

Gour Govinda Swami Tape Ministry
4342 Elenda St.

Culver City, CA 90230, USA

Phone & fax: (310) 204-4807

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami Tape Ministry
P.O.Box 1156

Alachua, FL 32616, USA

Phone: (904) 418-4644

Indradyumna Swami Tape Ministry
| Addison Road, Walthamstow
London E17 9LS

United Kingdom

Phone: +44 (0171) 923-4198

ISKCON Education

915 Dimmocks Mill Rd.

Hillsborough, NC 27278, USA

Phone: (919) 644-2272; Fax: (919) 644-2092
(Classes by Urmila Devi Dasi)

Jayapataka Swami Tape Ministry

Hare Krishna Hill

1 *R” Block, Chord Road

Rajaji Nagar, Karnataka 560 010, India

Lokanath Swami Tape Ministry
618 Dena Drive
Newbury Park, CA 91320, USA

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS ON TAPE

Nava Yogendra Swami Tape Ministry
c/o Bhakta Prem

35 Poppy Place, Malabar

Port Elizabeth 6020, South Africa
Phone: +27 (041) 472590

Fax: +27 (041) 475701

Prabhavisnu Swami Tape Ministry
P.O. Box 327

North Hobart 7002

Tasmania, Australia

Radhadesh Tape Ministry
Chateau de Petite Somme
6940 Septon-Durbuy, Belgium
(VIHE seminar tapes)

Radhanatha Swami Tape Ministry
c/o ISKCON

7 K.M. Munshi Marg

Chowpatty, Mumbai 400 007, India

Ravindra Svarupa Dasa Tape Ministry
41 West Allens Lane

Philadelphia, PA 19119, USA

Fax: (215) 247-8702

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami Tape Ministry
P.O.Box 73
Port Royal, PA 17082, USA

Sydney Tape Ministry
GPO 2329
Sydney 2001, Australia

Tamal Krsna Goswami Tape Ministry
P.O. Box 772

1000-AT Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405

BOOKS ON TAPE

Dravida Dasa
1380 Garnet Avenue, Suite E-270
San Diego, CA 92109, USA

Krishna Productions

Amala Bhakta Dasa

P. O. Box 34241

Los Angeles, CA 90034, USA
Phone: (310) 838-4474




THE
VEDIC
PERSONALITY
INDEX

How do the three modes of material nature influence you?

by Dhira Govinda Dasa

FYOU'VE READ the Bhagavad-gita, you know

that nature influences you in three ways—

through goodness, passion, and darkness. Just
as red, blue, and yellow combine to form myriad
colors, these three “modes of material nature,” as
Lord Krishna calls them, create the full spectrum of
human instinct and behavior.

As a doctoral student of social sciences, [ de-
cided to use modern scientific methods to apply the
Gita’s assertions about the three modes, or gunas.
My main purpose was to develop a personality-
assessment tool derived from the Vedic conception
of the gunas. 1 also sought to validate the psycho-
logical paradigm offered by the Vedas and show its
usefulness.

Vedic epistemology emphasizes sabda, or hear-
ing from Vedic authority, as the preferred method
for acquiring knowledge. Other methods, such
as inference and direct perception, yield faulty

A technical version of this article was published in
the January 1998 edition of The Indian Journal of
Psychology.

results because of our imperfect mind and senses.
One who accepts Vedic conclusions finds no need to
empirically validate Vedic statements. But since
much of the modern world strongly believes in
empirical methodology. scientific verification of
Vedic teachings can help engender respect for this
ancient source of knowledge.

RESEARCH METHOD

A psychometrist, who measures personality
traits, seeks two components: reliability (consistent
answers) and validity (accurate questions). [ titled
my project the Vedic Personality Index (VPI). |
sought to develop validity with a team of experi-
enced Vaisnavascholars. They selected ninety state-
ments to portray the domain of attributes that
make up the influence of the three modes. For
example, a person predominantly influenced by
sattva-guna (the mode of goodness) would agree
with the following statements: I maintain my equi-
librium in happiness and distress,” “I am satisfied
with my life,” and *I prefer to live in the country

[llustration by Yamaraja Dasa
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The investigation produced data
indicating that the three gunas are reall.

rather than the city.” The statement “1
often feel fearful” would fit a person
influenced by tamas (darkness), and a
person influenced by the mode of rajas
(passion) would agree with the state-
ment “For me. sex is a major source of
happiness.”

To determine “construct validity.”
or consistency with standardized mea-
sures, | added previously tested sur-
veystothe VPI. Forinstance, I included
a short survey on verbal aggressive-
ness, which, according to Vedic theory,
would correlate with the mode of pas-
sion. Then I worked in a survey on life
satisfaction, which in theory should
correlate positively with goodness and
negatively with darkness. Some single-
item measures,such as a question about
how many hours per day one sleeps,
concluded this portion of the survey.
(The portions of the survey used for
testing construct validity are not in-
cluded in the VPI survey accompany-
ing this article.)

To help verify reliability, we looked
for patterns in the responses. Respon-
dents would answer each question on
a scale of 1 (Very Strongly Disagree)
to 7 (Very Strongly Agree). Reliability
would be demonstrated. for example. if
a person had consistently high scores
on the 30 questions concerning passion
and low scores for the 30 questions re-
lated to darkness. Naturally the ques-
tions appear in random order in the
survey.

TEST AND RESULTS

To test the survey, 247 participants
(nondevotees) completed it. The re-
sponses to the three sets of questions
(those for goodness, passion, and ig-
norance) were from eighty-seven to
ninety-three percent consistent. This
strongly indicated the reliability and
usefulness of the survey. After statisti-
cal analysis, I removed 10 relatively
weak items, leaving 80.

Dr. Walter Hudson, a prominent

philosopher and psychometrician in
social work, reviewed the data and
methodology of the study. He com-
mented that the development of the
VPI met rigorous standards. The re-
sults, he said, suggest a practical scale
forassessing individuals,using the three
modes as a basis for analysis.

WHAT DO
THE RESULTS MEAN?

The investigation produced data in-
dicating that the three gunas are real,
animportant finding for persons inves-
tigating and using Vedic science. For
example. for Ayurvedic practitioners,
empirical evidence supporting the exis-
tence of the three modes can help pro-
mote and add credibility to this ancient
body of knowledge. In ISKCON, we
increasingly hear about the importance
of setting up a social system based on
varnas, or occupations. Varnasocial sci-
ence assigns work according topeople’s
propensities, which are formed by the
three gunas. So an instrument such as
the VPI can serve as a tool to help de-
termine the appropriate varna for each
member of a Vedic community.

In a broader sense, validation of the
VPIencourages cultivation of the mode
of goodness. Everyone aspires for con-
tentment, life satisfaction, and staunch
determination for achieving difficult
goals. These attributes are characteris-
tic of goodness. Behaviors associated
with developing these qualities include
Vaisnava standards of proper conduet,
such as rising early in the morning,
eating only vegetarian food, refraining
from intoxicants and loose sexual rela-
tions, and keeping a spiritual focus in
all facets of one’s life. In short, authen-
tication of the VPI helps provide an
empirical basis for virtuous behavior,
which students of the Gita know to be
the platform from which one can most
easily adopt a purely spiritual life, be-
vond the influence of the three modes
of nature.
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In counseling and other mental
health fields. an inventory of the gunas
can be used as an assessment tool. For
instance, depression is symptomatic of

| ignorance, and excessive anxiety of

passion. If the treatment of such disor-
ders is effective, one’s goodness score
will increase, and the corresponding
lower mode will decrease. In this way.
Vedic concepts can be introduced into
the helping professions.

Of course,an inventory of the gunas
would be ideal for treatments based in
the Vedas themselves. For instance.
chanting Hare Krsna on beads a fixed
number of times per day could be con-
sidered therapy for several psychic dis-
orders. After the client chants for a
month, the spiritual therapist could
assess progress with an instrument such
as the VPL

TESTING YOURSELF

If you'd like to determine your per-
sonal profile according to the three
modes of nature, complete the cighty-
question survey accompanying this
article and return it with a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to BTG, P. O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL. 32616, USA. Af-
ter you return the survey, it will be
scored and returned to you in four to
six weeks.

For those who know the Bhagavad-
gita well, the “correct”™ answers (those
that reflect goodness) may be obvious.

| Butthe purpose of the testis tosee how

the modes influence you, and to ac-
complish that you must be honest. And
honesty. after all, is itself a characteris-

| tic of the mode of goodness. &2

Dhira Govinda Dasa is the author of
Krsna. Israel and the Druze. He lives
with his family in Alachua, Florida,
where in addition to his Ph.D. studies
insocial work he is employed as a social
worker and serves as chairman of the
board of directors for the ISKCON com-

| munity and the Vaisnava Day School.



The Survey

The survey that follows is the Vedic Personality Index.
The additional items and scales used to test the VPl are

not included herein.
Circle the number that best represents your response.

| — Very Strongly Disagree
2 — Strongly Disagree

3 — Somewhat Disagree

4 — Neutral

5 — Somewhat Agree

6 — Strongly Agree

T— Very Strongly Agree

I. I prefer to live in the country rather than the city.
Il o e R
2. L often feel like a victim.
[BRVaR3 5 6 7
3.1 am willing to break the rules to achieve my goals.
23 4 5 G 7
4.1 have very little interest in spiritual understanding.
(B S 6) 7
3. [ am satisfied with my life.
IR E S e 7
6. Fruits and vegetables are among my favorite foods.
2 sd 5 6 7
7. All living entities are essentially spiritual.
I 2 sl
8. In conducting my activities, I do not consider
traditional wisdom.
a4 56 7
9. 1 often act without considering the consequences of
my actions.
I A 5 on T
10. I usually feel discontented with life.
[ S 67
11. [ become happy when I think about the material
assets [ possess.
[R5 6 T
12, T am not very much affected by the joys and
sorrows of life
s L5 6 7
13. [ often eriticize and insult other people.
[ S 6 7
14. ] am against violence.
AR s 6 T

15.1

16.

o0

19.

20.

5]

(V5]
h

. Respec
2

. I become

4.

S ie

am good at using willpower to achieve goals.
ES s R o  C
I enjoy spending time in bars.

I R e R

. Cleanliness is very important to me.

sl 2 PB N WL ]

. Spiritual advancement is very important for me.

(BS80Sl ST

Others say that my intelligence is very sharp.
SR o R T

I am a very active person.

LBl b S )

. I often feel depressed.

S SR G

.1 often put off or delay my responsibilities.

RSN SRS B L )T
cting one’s elders is very important.
3 4 5000 7

1
.1 greatly admire materially successful people.
1

S R )

.When [ speak. I really try not to irritate others.

SRS A S G

. I believe life is over when the body dies.

(ISR e s s ST

27.1 often feel helpless.

SR SR O
elated when things work out well for me.

Rl T L6y

.1 enjoy foods with strong tastes.

e TR

. I am constantly dissatisfied with my position in life.

[ | SR (P

. Having possessions is very important to me.

IS R Ly S
I

. When things are tough, I often bail out.
SIS 3 B RG]

. [ am straightforward in my dealings with other

people.
RS EE ey NI
I have more energy than most people.
L 2 80 A5G T
2el that my knowledge is always increasing.
W 5 4 Sl 7

36. People should not have sex unless they are married

and want children.

il 2 sy B
(please turn page)




(continued from previous page)

37.

43,

44,

I prefer city night life to a walk in the forest.
L 2053 4 5o 7

. For me, sex life is a major source of happiness.

[0 2 3hd S 6

. I take guidance from higher ethical and moral

laws before [ act.
2 & A

. I enjoy intoxicating substances (including coffee,

cigarettes and alcohol).
|l RS URG

. Being truthful is extremely important.

ST T )

.| feel proud when I give charity.

ST s
[ often feel greedy.

RSP ASE RS L SHE (o

I become greatly distressed when things don’t
work out for me.

[ 2 e 5 R

.I'am often angry.

ERSe S A

). [ do not have strong determination.

(2 i A SR 6

. I often feel fearful,

Ry ) B

. I greatly enjoy sleeping.

[ 2 S b G

. I do not have doubts about my responsibilities in
life.
[ SR Z A S G

. [ often sacrifice my pleasure to please God.

B R S T

. [ often feel emotionally unbalanced.

I 28 S8 Bl 60

2. I enjoy eating meat.

2o de s SaGa

. [ often study books of traditional wisdom.

(42 e s G

54. I am self-controlled.

39

[E R R S
.l am very dutiful.
B s

56. When [ give charity. I often do it grudgingly.

fid @ SSEATE S G

. [ am generally even-tempered.

N2 s i Ay S

. In my life I usually experience deep happiness
that is not dependent on anything external.

[RR BaE E A S Gt

. Spiritually, all living entities are equal.

b ey e S e

60).

61.

6G3.

64.

63.

66.

67.

6Y.

70.

i

T,

|
L

76.

Tl

78.
79

30

[ often get exploited in my relationships.
Ea S

Self-realization is not important for me.

IR, St s e

2. I often feel dejected.

B2 8 d 56 T

I carry out my responsibilities regardless of
whether there is success or failure,

(B )

[ often neglect my responsibilities to my family.

[ 20 i 5 T

[ am easily affected by the joys and sorrows of life.
[N S ST R

[ often whine.

982 uai A O G EN

Regardless of what I acquire or achicve, [ have an
uncontrollable desire to obtain more.

JEE D SR S G

. I am currently struggling with an addiction,

physical or psychological. to some type of intoxi-
cant (including caffeine, cigarettes and alcohol).
[ R SEE G

My determination is unbreakable.

18532 0 Sk 51l

[ often envy others.

Les 288 e 5 G

My job is a source of anxiety.

208 5 G

[ never think about giving up my wealth and
position for a simpler life.

SN2 B S

. It often happens that those things that brought me
happiness later become the source of my suffering.

IR R S

. I sometimes cheat people.

1SR g e b 6.

. The most important thing to know is how to

increase one’s enjoyment of physical pleasures,
like sex and eating.

(NS SRS S oG

I often feel mentally unbalanced.

el el eSS

I don’t have much will power.

[R5 i 6

I often neglect my responsibilities to my friends.
I/ Sk SR

I often act violently towards others.

IR B i 6 R

.l am good at controlling my senses and emotions.

[RS8 S s G




Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

“S0 Easily Cheated and Befooled.”

Thisexchange between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta | face in public, and if he is God, let him punish me.”

Swami Prabhupéada and some of his disciples took place And as for his followers,* You are such fools that you are
during a morning walk in Denver, Colorado, on June 28, | accepting this scoundrel as God? You belong to America, a
1975. nation advanced and sophisticated in so many ways. And
yet you have become such utter fools and rascals?” We shall
Srila Prabhupada: Wherever my books are distributed pro- | challenge like that.*This rogue has come to cheat you. How
fusely, our work is successful. People are in gross ignorance, | have you allowed yourselves to become so easily cheated
taking this temporary material body and temporary life as | and befooled?”

everything. A very horrible situation. But these books give | Disciple: This supreme being was recently indicted for
scientific self-knowledge from the Vedas, knowledge of our | smuggling, and now there’s a warrant out for his arrest.
actual, spiritual self and our eternal life. Srila Prabhupada: All right, so this is my challenge: “Now
Disciple: But sometimes, Srila Prabhupada, troublemakers | there is a warrant out for the arrest of the all-powerful one.
come along, In Denver we have to deal with several bogus | So? Does he have the power to nullify it? Everyone knows
groups that have made their world headquarters here. One | that Godis great. Is iie great? And yet we have to believe he
group is led by a chubby self-styled guru who claims he’s | is God? God is such a cheap commodity that you have
God. You've seen their magazine, I think, with this fat man | accepted this pathetic person as God? What is this non-

dressing like Krsna and even sporting a peacock featherand | sense—blindly accepting some rascal as God?
a flute. “At the same time, we give you people some credit, since

Anyway, these groups put out tons of propaganda. All
impersonalism, atheism.*God isn’t really a separate per-
son—God is simply evervthing and everyone. You are
God. We are God. And mainly, our leader is God.”
Srila Prabhupada: So make propaganda against them
very vigorously. These Vedic texts and this disciplic
succession both come from Lord Krsna Himself.
We have got sound footing. What do these
nonsensical rogues have? Show that they are
all nonsense, bogus. This fat rogue is God, and
his rascal followers are worshiping him as God?
This rascaldom is going on in such a cultured,
sophisticated city? This rogue is being wor-
shiped as God?

Disciple: Well, to be [air, the local people are
disgusted with him. They don’t like him at

all.

Srila Prabhupada: I'llissue a chal-

lenge: I shall kick this rascal in

the face, and if he 1s God, let

him punish me.” [ am pre- \.. \
pared. Let this rascal come

outand meet me in public.

[ shall kick him squarely

in the face. Let him do

whatever he likes—I )
am prepared. If he is

God, let him kill me |
by his mantra or by | |
his will. Only then

shall I accept him

as God. This is my

challenge.”Ishall

kick him in the |

at least you are inquiring about God.
- Butinquire about God through His
authorized channels of educa-
tion, this Brahma-Madhva-
Gaudiya disciplic succession
and this Vedic literature.”
o, [On seeing a museum of
g \\ natural historyin the park:|
This is a nice park, but
what is this natural history
exhibition? “Natural
history”™ means Dar-
win's bogus theory

.




of evolution. People have become cap-
tured by this evolution propaganda.
That’s all. The whole modern civiliza-
tion is based on Darwin’s bogus theory
of evolution.

But common sense dictates, How
far back can we trace history with any

accuracy? Can we trace the history of

the sun—when it was created, when it
came into existence? Can Darwin give
us the history of the sun, of the moon,
of the sky?

Where is the history? There is such
a history, in the Vedic literature. But
where is your history? You simply ima-
gine, “There was a chunk, and it ex-
ploded and somehow became mani-
fested as the sun and moon and so on
and so forth. And gradually these dull
material ingredients developed con-
sciousness and ultimately produced liv-
ing, conscious beings like us. No need
for the soul or the Supreme Soul. the
creator.” What is this nonsense? How,
actually, did this cosmic manifestation
come into existence? “There was a
chunk.” What other nonsense do you
want us to believe?

[Chuckling.] You will find a nice ex-
ample in one of the texts [ have trans-
lated today from Srumad-Bhagavatam:
Just as a prostitute tries to befool peo-
ple by changing her appearance, so the
material nature changes her appear-
ance to befool us. Bogus gurus, pseudo
scientists. And we are so foolish that we
are trying to establish a long-term rela-
tionship with this prostitute. We are
trying to become her husband. Has
anyone ever become happy by becom-

ing the husband of a prostitute?

Therefore. Canakva Pandita says,
dusta bharya satham mitrariv bhrtyas
cottara-davakalh/ sa-sarpe ca grhe vaso
myptyur eva na samsayvah: 11 one has a
wife whois a prostitute. a friend who is
ahypocrite.aservant who is an upstart,
orahome withasnakeinit,he will die.”
He will die; there is no doubt about it.
His life will be spoiled. This is Canakya
2andita’s verdict.

Canakya also says, mata vasya grhe
nasti bharya capriva-vadini/ aranyaii
tena gantavyarm yatharanyam tatha
grham: 1l at home a man does not
have an affectionate mother or a wife
who speaks sweetly—if, rather, his
wife speaks very hotly—then he should
give up that home at once and go to the
forest. Actually, for him, home is no
different than the forest.” [Chuckles.]
How intelligent.

Formerly. at least one expected love
from one’s mother. That is also being
finished. This is the advancement of
civilization. Even one’s mother is not
reliable—what to speak of others. A
small child sleeps soundly on the lap of
his mother, because he thinks, “Now I
am safe.” But today the mother may
kill the child, often with the help of
her rascal doctor. This is our modern
civilization’s so-called advancement.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, in the neigh-
borhood of our temple. doctors and
other supposedly high-class men live.
Srila Prabhupada: The real doctor is he
who can cure this material disease of
repeated birth and death. What do you
think? But you modern people want to

Tth Annual Prabhupada Festival

_ Memorial Day Weekend—May 23-25. 1998
St1 Sr1 Rumini Dvarakadhisa Temple, Los Angeles

>astimes o Plays  Hari Nama ® Darsana of Srila Prabhupada’s Quarters

and Garden  Sankirtana Stories e Kirtana ® Puppet Shows e Exhibits ¢
Srila Prabhupada Lectures and Videos ® Puspanjali ® Love Feast (Includ-
ing Giant Birthday Cake) e 1.000-Light Agnihotra Guru Puja e Havi
Dasa’s Devotional Songs ® Devotees from around the World

Exhibitors and Vendors Welcome!
Contact: Jaya Gauranga Dasa. (310) 836-4647.
Organized by the Prabhupada Festival Committee in cooperation
with the New Dwarka Temple.
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be cheated by some pseudo doctor or
some pseudo yogi or meditator who is
inimical to your real well-being. There-
fore. these rascals have gained promi-
nence,by popularsupport. Only aselect
group of people have come to me. Oth-
erwise, the mass of people do not un-
derstand this Krsna consciousness
movement as yet.

Disciple: Well. lots of people just won't
listen to any philosophy.

Srila Prabhupada: That is why they are
being cheated so casily by these vari-
ous scoundrels.

And now people have become so
foolish that they cannot understand
even the simplest philosophical idea.
Not even Krsna’s basic instruction in
Bhagavad-gita—that just as the baby
has his future and the child has his fu-
ture and the young man his future, so
why not the old man? Within this one
lifetime, the soul has many little life-
times, many bodies—as a baby, a child,
and so on and so forth—and yet the
soul keeps his sense that “After all
these changes of body and all these lit-
tle lifetimes. I am the same person.” So
after this life, when the old-man body
becomes finished, why not a next life?

Such a dull head these modern
people have! If a child says, “No. no, in
the future I shall have no new body—
I shall remain a child.” is that sensible?
And similarly. is it sensible for you to
say, “No, no, in the future, after my
elderly body s finished. everything will
be finished—Ishallhave nonewbody™?

So people have become very dull-
headed. The simple truth they cannot
understand. Dehino smin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanam jara/ tatha
dehantara praptir: “As the embodied
soul passes, within this lifetime, from
one body into another and yet another,
so after this lifetime, the soul passes
into still another body.” That is the
actual situation. The example Krsna
gives is so nice and so simple, and yel
people cannot understand. What kind
of brain do they have? Animal brain.

The only hope is that you continue
distributing my books as much as pos-
sible, throughout Europe and America
and the rest of the world. Some day,
people will realize their value. Some
day, people will realize what valuable
books I have left for the study of the
whole world. That day will come. €2




Glossary

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—Lord Krsna’s first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna

who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious prineiples;

(2) one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e.. devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being. and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama. Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction: or the

in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-

law by which such action and reaction are governed
Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdangas).
Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead™).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a history

in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the most
important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void.

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness. passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vyegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy’).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna's consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—*chariot festival™; a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India. for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, Sriman, Srinmﬁ),

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada. the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-

Sri

een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every
heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnpasrama—the Vedic social system. [t organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas
are the bralmanas (intellectuals), the ksatriyas (admi-
nistrators and soldiers), the vaisyas (farmers and busi-
nessmen). and the Sadras (laborers and assistants). The
members of the four asramas are the brahmacaris
(celibate students), grhiasthas (married people), vana-
prasthas (retired people). and sannydsis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared five thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—in general, any form of the Personality of God-
head (see “Godhead™); in particular, the forms the
Lord manifests to ereate and sustain the material
world.







A Vedic perspective on the popular allure of Buddhism.

by Mathuresa Dasa

UDDHISM HAS AT times attracted a
measure of interest from a small num-
ber of Americans. In the last century
Henry David Thoreau wrote, “Some will
have bad thoughts of me, when they hear

their Christ named beside my Buddha.” And |

in the middle of this century. writers like

Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and Alan

Walts showed a regard for Buddhism that
made it part of the sixties counterculture.

But scroll to the 1990s and forget the
counterculture. Buddhism is riding a wave
in the American mainstream. Two recent
Hollywood movies recount the story of the
Dalai Lama; Buddhist motifs and Buddhist-
inspired rock lyrics appear in television
sitcoms; Buddhist musings grace the labels
of bottled fruit-teas. Noris this merely a pop
culture craze. There are nearly 100,000
American-born Buddhists, and the number
of English-language Buddhist teaching cen-
ters has doubled in the past ten years to over
athousand. On the Internet you can browse
thousands of pages of Tibetan Buddhist
writings.

Some attribute this expanded interest to
Buddhism’s emphasis on qualities like non-
violence, humility, and simplicity in a world
growing daily more violent and complex.

Others say the nontheistic approach to reli-
gion is also key, as the Buddha said there
was no Creator, no Jehovah or Allah or
Visnu. The Vedic literature confirms that
both these features of Buddhism are impor-
tant aspects of its allure, and they say more

as well, providing a confidential account of

the Buddha’s identity and of the rationale
behind Buddhism’s singular teachings.

The Vedas explain that Buddha is an
incarnation of God who appears in the Age
of Kali, or Kali-yuga, the most materialistic
of the four earthly ages that rotate like the
four seasons. We are now five thousand
yearsinto the current Kali-yuga, which lasts
another 427,000 years, and Lord Buddha
appeared about 2,500 years ago. He has
appeared in other Kali-yugas also, His mis-
sion always the enlightenment of especially
materialistic and atheistic people.

In one Kali-yuga, in an appearance, or
incarnation,recorded in the second canto of
lhcSrmrrm’—thIg(.rw.*frrm (2.7.37), Lord Bud-
dha countered atheistic scientists who had
taken advantage of technical portions of the
vast Vedic scriptures to construct weapons
ol mass destruction, asituation withstriking
parallels to our own Kali-yuga arms race.
Lord Buddha captured the attention of that

Illustration @ S. S. Brijbasi & Sons, 59 Misra Street,
Mumbai 400 003, India. Used by permission.
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atheistic culture by speaking exten-
sively on upadharma, or subreligious
principles.

In fact. the teachings of Lord Bud-
dha,commonly known as the Buddhist
Dharma, are more exactly the Bud-
dhist Upadharma. Lord Buddha avoids

speaking of dharma in the sense of

primary religious principles,since those
principles are meant for directly un-
derstanding and surrendering to the
Supreme Lord. Atheists or materialists
cannot by their nature understand or
surrender to God directly, but they can
sometimes appreciate godly qualities
like humility, pridelessness. nonvio-
lence, tolerance, and simplicity, impor-
tant qualities for religious persons. Lord
Buddha, concealing Hisidentity as God,
focuses on these godly qualities,or prin-
ciples of upadharma, to bring people

gradually closer to qualifying for direct
knowledge of the Supreme Person.

GoD’S FREEDOM

Although appearing within the ma-
terial universes as Lord Buddha and
innumerable other incarnations, the
Supreme Person is not bound by mate-
rial laws. Just as a governor visits the
state prison, coming and going as he
likes, God comes and goes within the
material world, where we, His eternal
individual parts, suffer in the prison of
samsara, the cycle of repeated birth
and death. Prisoners who take advan-
tage of the Lord’s appearance to re-
awaken their relationship with Him in
loving service become [ree of samsara,
like state prisoners who by proper be-
havior are released by the governor.

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Lord Nrsimhadeva
Appearance Day: May 10

he Seventh Canto of Srimad-

Bhagavatam relates the his-
tory of Lord Nrsimhadeva. He ap-
peared many millions of years ago
toprotect Hisdevotee Prahlada by
killing Hiranyakasipu, Prahlada’s
demoniac, atheistic father, who
was trying to kill Prahlada. After
Hiranyakisapu's death, Prahlada
offered Lord Nrsimhadeva many
prayers filled with important in-
structions for everyone. Here is
one of those prayers:

“O great one, O Supreme Lord,
because of combination with pleas-
ing and displeasing circumstances
and because of separation from
them, one is placed in the most re-

Lord Krsna’s incarnation as a
half man, half lion.

grettable position, with heavenly or hellish planets, as if burning in a
fire of lamentation. Although there are many remedies by which to
get out of miserable life, any such remedies in the material world are
more miserable than the miseries themselves. Therefore I think that
the only remedyis to engage in Your service. Kindly instruct me in such
service.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.9.17)

(Full calendar on page 65)
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In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna
says that He appears in the samsara
prison to deliver His devotees and an-
nihilate nonbelievers who harass the
world with their mischief. In the Kali-
yuga. however, when mischief-makers
are in the majority, Lord Buddha de-
vises a way Lo deliver them too.

When Lord Buddha appeared 2,500
years ago, atheists were again causing
trouble, again by misusing the Vedic
literature, this time to legitimize indis-
criminate slaughter of animals. Ani-
mal slaughter is the way of subhumans
and is almost completely forbidden
in Vedic culture. The Vedic scriptures
make very limited exceptions for those
materialists who absolutely cannot re-
sist eating flesh. But in Lord Buddha’s
time those narrow exceptions were
taken as the rule, as authorization for
widespread animal killing. The poet
Jayadeva Gosvamiexplainsin his Dasa
Avatdra verses describing ten princi-

| pal incarnations of God that Lord

Buddha, feeling compassion for the
poor animals, rejected the Vedic lit-
erature. By defying all the Vedic texts
and advocating ehirsd, or nonvio-
lence, He pulled the rug on scripture-
thumping meat-caters.

We might glimpse how Buddhist
ahimsa appealed to people 2,500 years
ago by weighing its appeal in our own
violent times. Helen Tworkov, editor of
the Buddhist quarterly Tricycle, points
out that people coming of age during
the Vietnam war explored Buddhism
in response to the war’s savagery and
to the calm protests of Vietnamese
Buddhist priests. Nonviolence also
plays a role in the popularity of the
tworecent films about the Dalai Lama.
In one, Seven Years in Tibet, workers
refuse todig a foundation because they
don’t want to kill any worms. Martin
Scorsese, director of Kundun, the sec-
ond film, says, “Anything infused in
our world today about nonviolence
can only help.”

Amid the violent animal slaughter
of Lord Buddha’s time ahirmsa must
have attracted many people in a simi-
lar way, since animal slaughter has
never been the norm on the Indian
subcontinent. The current interest in
Buddhist ahirisa would be true to Lord
Buddha’s desire if it spurred refusal to
take partin the culture of meat-eating,



Lord Buddbha’s strategy is like

that of a parent coaxing a toddler to give up
a hundred-dollar bill the child has found.

That might require our own rejection
of scriptural license, or at least a radi-
cal sacrifice of almost sacred personal
habits.

Inrejecting the Vedas, Lord Buddha
Himsell adopted an apparently radical
strategy foranincarnation of God. since
God is the author of the Vedic litera-
ture, and cither the author or the im-
mediate inspiration for all world
scriptures. The Upanisads say that the
Vedas come from the breathing of the
Personality of Godhead, and here was
Lord Buddha using His breath to ne-
gate them. Of course, even an ordinary
author can do as he likes with his own
books, and the tactic served to remove
the Vedas from the arsenal of destruc-
tive.materialistic people.As Lord Krsna
says in the fifteenth chapter of the
Bhagavad-gita, the purpose of the Vedas
is to know Him.

The Vedas, in other words, are the
source of the highest dharma, and yet

in both the Buddha incarnations of

which we have information, the Vedas
wereinthe hands of people completely

ignorant not only of dharma but of

upadharmaaswell. Both times the Lord
preached to people who did not under-
stand the value even of nonviolence,
what to speak of service to the Su-
preme Person, but who nevertheless
used the Lord’s books to promote sub-
human behavior.

Lord Buddha's strategy is like that
ol a parent coaxing a toddler to give up
a hundred-dollar bill the child has
found. “That’s just a dirty old scrap of
paper.” the parent tells the child.“Here,
this candy bar is more valuable.” It's a
boldfaced lie, but any parent might tell
it, because it’s for the benefit of the
child, who can later learn to use money
intelligently.

DENYING GOD

In addition to defying the Vedas,
Lord Buddha denied the existence of

God, another radical move calculated
to secure Him the devotion ol His
atheistic audiences. With their minds
emptied of scriptural misconceptions
and fear of a supreme authority, Lord
Buddha’s followers were ready to give
their full attention to His teachings,
summed up in the Four Noble Truths:
existence is full of suffering; suffering
is traceable to desire; desire can be
transcended, leading to nirvana, or ces-
sation of material existence; and the
means to transcendence is the Eight-
fold Path of proper views, action, re-
solve, speech, livelihood, effort, mind-
fulness,and concentration. These truths,
though spoken by the Supreme Him-
self as Lord Buddha and though clear-
ly derived from His Vedic literature,
were expertly presented without citing
scripture or mentioning God.
Absence of a supreme authority
figure is another current selling point
for Buddhism. Writer Alan Watls once
stated rather harshly that Buddhism
helped him “get out from under the
monstrously oppressive God the Fa-
ther.” Other believers also maintain
that Buddhism enables them to follow
aspiritual path without the hellfire and
brimstone or the guilt for alleged sins
judged by an Almighty. Lord Buddha’s
expertise, however, was that while de-
nying God, the lawmaker, He incul-
cated within his followers a respect
for His laws of karma and reincarna-
tion. In the book Buddhism Without
Beliefs, former Buddhist monk Stephen
Batchelor recommends that Buddhism
throw out karma and reincarnation to
produce a “liberating agnosticism.”
This may seem like a logical progres-
sion: throw out scripture, throw out
God. then throw out karma and rein-
carnation. But that isn’t what Lord
Buddha taught. nor is it liberating.
Lord Buddha gave his followers
knowledge of samsara, the cycle of
birth and death, and of karma, the
universal law of action and reaction,
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because those ignorant of these fea-
tures of material nature have no con-
text in which to grasp the Four Truths
and no impetus to follow the Eightfold
Path. The First Noble Truth is that our
suffering occurs within the painful cycle
of repeated birth, death, old age. and
disease: the Second Noble Truth is that
as long as we have desires to gratify
our material bodies we do things that
get us a reaction in this cycle. If we kill
or eat innocent animals, then by our
individual karma we take birth as
animals and are killed, and by our
collective karma we are forced to herd
our innocent children off to war every
few years. If we employ weapons of
mass destruction on civilians, we suf-
fer massively, life after life. When Lord
Buddha stops animal killing or an
arms race, He therefore liberates
from slaughter not only the victims of
those crimes but their perpetrators as
well.

With an enlightened perspective on
his current and impending suffering,
the atheist has impetus to advance (o
the third and fourth Noble Truths, tran-
scending the desires at the root of his
entanglement in samsara by attention
to the Eightfold Path of proper views,
speech, action, livelihood. and so on.
This is commendable for atheists, who
are notnormally concerned with proper
anything. The Gita explains: “Neither
cleanliness nor proper behavior nor
truth is found in them. They say that
this world is unreal, with no founda-
tion, no God in control. They say it is
produced of sex desire and has no
cause other than lust.” People with-
out God and scripture are prone to see
life solely as an opportunity for sex
enjoyment without reference to reli-
gious or moral codes. I everything is
a phantasmagoria ol matter, why re-
strict the targets of my lust? This is
your standard liberating agnosticism.

“Following such conclusions,” the
Gira continues, “the atheists, who are
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In an ordinary prison good behavior
might win us parole. In the prison of samsara
it earns the individual soul a very nice cell.

lost to themselves and who have no
intelligence, engage in unbenelicial,
horrible works meant to destroy the
world.” Unbeneficial works like butch-
ering animals and nuking civilians.

It is a testimony to Lord Buddha's
supreme intelligence and mercy that
He ercated in such persons a mindful-
ness of propriety. When people behave
properly by following principles of the
Buddhist Upadharma, they produce a
peaceful atmosphere in human society
and ecarn for themselves happy and
prosperous future births in the cycle of
samsara. The Gifa states that good,
moral behavior elevates one to posi-
tions of heavenly opulence (irdhvan
gacchanti sattva-stha) or to birth in
wealthy and pious families (prapya
punya-krtam lokan), quite a step up
from births as animals bound for the
slaughterhouse or births in other,even
less appealing locales.

While proper behavior does not
alone lead to freedom from desire or to
nirvana, the end of material existence,
it does place the individual soul impris-
oned in samsara on a platform with
opportunities for further advancement
in spiritual life. In an ordinary prison
good behavior might win us parole. In
the prison of samsara it earns the indi-
vidual soul a very nice cell.

THE SoUL’S DESIRE

The Vedas say that the individual
soulis eternal and cannot be desireless
in either the imprisoned or liberated
condition. As individual parts of God,
we either desire power, up to the level
ol nuclear power, for our own sense
gratification, or we desire to serve the
transcendental senses of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. As the gover-
nor of the material prison, God ap-
pears in unending incarnations to
accept our service and take us back to
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the deathless spiritual world, back to
Godhead. Persons who desire only to
please the Supreme Person are actu-
ally desireless because they have given
up the material desires and the con-
comitant behavior, either “proper™ or
“unbeneficial,” which keeps them in
the prison of repeated birth and death.
Nirvina, the cessation of material ex-
istence, 1s a by-product of the desire to
please the Supreme.

Lord Buddha said none of this to
His atheistic followers. He had already
indulged them by denying the exist-
ence ol God, so He taught them that
the object of meditation was not ser-
vice to the Lord but sianyata, empti-
Sanya means “zero” or “void.”
Like atheism, voidism is a predisposi-
tion ol grossly materialistic people,
people like the scientists in the Kali-
yugas of our two Buddha incarna-
tions. Science in the current Kali-yuga
teaches that life comes from a combi-
nation of material elements within
the body and that when the body falls
apart we cease to exist; we are void.
With the Buddhist knowledge of kar-
ma and samsara, the concept goes a
step further: we continue to exist as
individuals within the cycle of birth
and death until we overcome material
desire. Then void.

It is true that everything material
comes to nothing and that meditation
on the impermanence of the material
world may help us quell our desires for
the fleeting manifestations of home,
family, country, fame, and fortune. In
the Kundun movie a character muses:
“My enemies will be nothing. My
friends will be nothing. All will be
nothing.” In the material world what
we hate and what we love will disap-
pear in due course. But since we are
eternal, the question that remains is
what to do with our meditation once
we have withdrawn it from the objects
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ol our material desire and loathing.
Forthose who have followed the Eight-
fold Path of proper action Krsna an-
swers:“Persons who have acted piously
in previous lives and in this life and
whose unbeneficial works are com-
pletely eradicated are freed from the
duality of desire and hate, and they
engage themselves in My service with
determination.” (Bg. 7.28) “For those
whose minds are fixed upon Me, O son
of Prtha. I am the swift deliverer from
the ocean ofbirthand death.” (Bg.12.7)

Void meditation may suffice while
we practice the Eightfold Path of proper
behavior and rid ourselves of the hor-
rible works that drown us in the darker
regions of samsara. After that, from a
position of detachment and relative
freedom from suffering we are set to
make further advancement. “At the
ultimate stage,” Srila Prabhupada says
of the Buddhist path, “one has to ac-
ceptthe Lord and become His devotee;
otherwise there is no religion. In reli-
gious principles there must be God in
the center; otherwise simple moral in-
structions are merely subreligious prin-
ciples, generally known as upadharma,
or nearness lo religious principles.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.7.37, purport)

Proper behavior short of loving de-
votion to God keeps us in the cycle
of birth and death. But faithful prac-
titioners of the Eightfold Path are in
a fortunate position. For deliverance
from the ocean of birth and death they
have only to turn theirmeditation from
the void to the astounding humility,
nonviolence. and mercy of their teach-
er, Lord Buddha. the Supreme Person
and well-wisher of the atheists.

Mathuresa Dasa, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, has written many articles

Jor Back to Godhead and other publi-

cations. He and his wife and their four
children live in Alachua, Florida.



AI\' OLD FILM. The Life and Times
of Judge Roy Bean, recounts the life
of a Texas folk hero who brought law
and order to the Wild West. Armed
with a hefty law book., Bean appoints
himself judge of a rugged frontier
town-and sets up court in a bar. He
reforms fighters and gamblers into
law-abiding sheriffs and deputies
who protect the citizens from ma-
rauders. The town prostitutes, proper-
ly married to the deputies, become
pillars of propriety. The town is
transformed.

The story appeals to our innate
faith that all people have some spe-
cial value, if only it can be cultivated.
Our belief is correct. At the inner-
most core cach ol us is a pure spirit
soul, a transcendental being with a
unique contribution to make. Too
often a person’s lower nature ob-
scures the higher nature. But with
proper guidance, anyone’s better
nature can be evoked. For this reason
Lord Krsna created an occupational
therapy to cure us. It's called
varpasrama-dharma.

According to the Bhagavad-gita,
everyone acts under the influence of
the three modes of nature: goodness,
passion, and ignorance. The modes
direct one to act as a brahmana
(intellectual, teacher), a ksatriva
(soldier. government administrator).
a vaisya (farmer, merchant), or a
sitdra (laborer. craftsperson).

Everyone has a certain natural
occupation. How can it be used to
bring out his best character? Judge
Bean's “ksatrivas™ first used their
martial power destructively as gang
leaders but later transformed it as
law enforcers. In a more recent
example, several years ago the San

The Land, the Cows, and Krsna

Francisco sherilf’s department sel

up a program that trained former
drug dealers to grow crops for local
restaurants. Their twelve-acre garden
yielded 120 tons of produce per year.

In a TV interview, sherifl’s assis-
tant Catherine Sneed described the
changes as inmates transformed from
drug dealers to farmers: “I've had so
many hardened crack dealers turn
into someone who cares whether or
not the roses have gotten just enough
fish emulsion, or whether or not
we're going to make sure theyre
pruned at the same time. [ really feel
like gardening teaches you to care.”

Setting criminals into a new oceu-
pation uncovered the good within
their character.

“Because of their criminal his-
tory,” Ms. Sneed explained, “many of
them have lost the sense that they
can do something good. When they
lirst come out to the jail program,
most of them can’t look you in the
eye ..., but gradually, as they're in
the program for some time. they start
walking up straight, and they’re very
excited about the spinach and pota-
toes. ... I show them that just as we
oave lile to these vegetables, yvou can
give a new life to yoursell.”

Few graduates return to crime.
Most stay in gardening-related jobs.
The program transfers people
from a contaminated vaisya occupa-
tion (merchant of illegal drugs) to a
purer vaisya occupation (gardener).

The sheriff has intuitively applied a
varpasrama principle: purification of
character by appropriate work. Re-
form by gardening would have failed
with Judge Bean’s gang leaders. But
by targeting nonviolent drug dealers,
authorities naturally selected people
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Krsna’s Occupational Therapy

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

of vaisya character, who were most
likely to enjoy gardening.

Will the sheriff’s success last?
Unflortunately. he misses one impor-
tant principle: the worker should
dedicate his work to the pleasure of
God. By working for God. the worker
gains the highest perfection. Other-
wise, the success of any job program
can’t endure.

Lord Krsna explains: “By follow-
ing his qualities of work, every man
can become perfect. ... By worship of
the Lord, who is the source of all
beings and who is all-pervading,

a man can attain perfection through
performing his own work.”
(Bhagavad-gita 18.45-46)

Where can people of different
character types be trained in the
appropriate skill and learn to do that
work as an offering to Krsna? At
present, no such training institution
exists. Srila Prabhupada greatly
wished to establish varnasrama
colleges all over the world, and the
Krsna consciousness movement now
plans to make Srila Prabhupada’s
desire a reality.

It will be challenging to assemble
curricula, set up funding. and find
qualified teachers in many disciplines.
Still, varnasrama colleges hold the
promise of spiritual progress for the
whole world because varnasrama
means to bring out evervone's best
character by following the laws in
Krsna’s book. the Bhagavad-gita.
Varndasrama is Krsna's occupational
therapy to bring every type of person
to the spiritual platform.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON

devotee since 1978, is co-editor of
the newsletter Hare Krsna Rural Life.
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M('_}RI"'. THAN ANY PLACE in the
world, India is the land of gurus.
Nearly every Hindu, in India or
abroad, has a guru to turn to for
advice. The Vedic scriptures present
the teachings of great gurus like
Maitreya, Kapila, and Vyasa. From
the teachings of gurus such as San-
kara, Ramanuja, and Madhva have
come powerlul spiritual movements.
And in modern times, India has sent
a glut of gurus to the West, each
espousing a different philosophy.

In the Caitanya-caritampria, St
Caitanya Mahaprabhu describes the
function of the genuine spiritual
master:

vare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa
amdra ajiaya guru hana tara’ ei desa

“Instruct everyone to follow the
orders of Lord Sri Krsna as they are
given in the Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam. In this way
become a spiritual master and try to
liberate everyone in this land.” The
prime function of the spiritual
master is to transmit knowledge
about Krsna. By that knowledge the
guru lifts the disciple out of the
darkness of ignorance and engages
him in devotional service to the
Lord.

Knowledge of Krsna is not of the
guru’s own making, something he
has discovered by research. The
genuine spiritual master receives
knowledge from his own guru, who
received it from his spiritual master.
In this way the chain should reach all
the way to the source of knowledge,
Krsna Himsell. If the guru has no
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The Land of Gurus

by Ravi Gupta

connection Lo a disciplic succession,
his teachings will be baseless, no
better than anyone else’s words, for
they will be separated from Krsna.
The Padma Purdna says, “Unless one
is initiated by a bona fide spiritual
master in the disciplic succession, the
mantra one might have received is
without any effect.”

Srila Rupa Gosvami describes the
qualities of a bona fide spiritual
master: “A sober person who can
tolerate the urge to speak, the mind’s
demands, the actions of anger, and
the urges of the tongue, belly, and
genitals is qualified to make disciples
all over the world.” A guru is judged
not just by what he preaches, but by
what he practices. The Sanskrit word
guru means “heavy.” A spiritual
master is heavy with transcendental
knowledge.

Every year. hundreds of new
gurus arise in India and around the
world. Most of them, however, hardly
meel the qualifications of a genuine
guru. Few are connected in disciplic
succession. To gain followers, many
water down the Vedic teachings or
make up their own. [t’s easy to find a
guru who will tailor his philosophy to
suit a disciple’s beliefs. | once met a
guru in India who told me, “*My son,
whomever vou like to worship, tell
me; I will give you a mantra for him.”

Other gurus give their teachings in
exchange for money, and then lower
their standards for disciples who can
pay but can’t follow rules. Srila
Prabhupada once remarked, “The
sisya |disciple| says, My dear guru. if

| I donot eat meat and fish, my health

will fail.” ... The guru thinks, ‘If I say,
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India’s Heritage

‘Don’t eat meat.” then this disciple
will go away, and there is no chance
of getting money from him.” That
kind of compromise is not required.
And nobody requires to have a guru
if he has got such an attitude.”
Almost every Indian can name a
family guru to whom he goes once in
a while for advice. But approaching a
spiritual master is not just a leisure
activity: it is a process of full surren-
der. Srila Prabhupada admonishes,
“Don’t make guru a fashion. just like

| £
| vou keep a pet dog. People generally

do that.‘Everyone has a guru. Let me
collect one.” That kind of guru will
not help you. You must be convinced:
‘Here is a guru to whom I can
surrender.””

In modern times. one person who
was truly worthy of our surrender
was His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada. He was
a true acarya, or one who teaches by
example. His every word and every
action was something we can emu-
late. Unlike so many gurus who come
from India, Srila Prabhupada did not
lower his standards or change his
habits to suit Western materialistic
ways. Rather, he was the true repre-
sentative of his own spiritual master
and the entire disciplic succession
coming from Lord Krsna Himself.
Such should be the gurus we want in
our heritage for years to come.

Ravi Gupta, age sixteen, lives at the
Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho,
USA. The center is run by his parents.
Ravi, who was schooled at home, is a

fourth-year student at Boise State

University.
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INDIA

Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Satellite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 674-9827 or -9945/ E-mail: jasomatinandan acbsp@com.bbt.se

Allahabad, U. P, — Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Naresh Nagar, Baluaghat 211 003/
Tel. (0532) 653318

Bamanbore, Gujaral — N.H. 84, Surendra-nagar District

Banpalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Rd., Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332-1956/ Fax: (080) 332-4818/ E-mail: mpandit@qiasbg01.vsnl.netin

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326299/
Faw: (0265) 331012/ E-mail: baroda@com.bbt se

Beloaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006

Bharatpur, Rajasthan — c/o Jeevan Nirman Sansthan, 1 Gol Bagh Rd., 321 001/
Tel, (06644) 22044/ Fax: (05644) 25742

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — N.H. Mo, 5, IRC Village, 751 015/ Tel. (0674) 413517 or 413475/
E-mail: bhaktarupa.achsp@com.bbt.se

Bombay — (see Mumbai)

Calcutta, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033) 247-3757 or 6075/
Fax: (033) 247-8515/ E-mail: calcutta@com.bbt.se

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/
Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232

Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 58, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/
Fa: (044) 434-5529/ E-mail: bhanu.swami@com.bbt.se

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641 011/ Tel, (0422)
435078 or 442749/ Fax; (0422) 435978 or 446355/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt.se

Dwarka, Gujarat — Bharatiya Bhavan, Devi Bhavan Rd., Dwarka 361335/
Tel. (02892) 34606/ Fax. (02892) 34319

Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Guwahati, Assam — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 434-3266/ Fax ; (044) 434-5929/
E-mail: bhanu.swami@com.bbt.se

Hanumkonda, A.P. — Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel. (08712) 77399

Haridwar, U.P. — Prabhupada fishram, G. House, Nai Basti, Bhimgoda, Haridwar 243401
{mail: P.0. Box 4)/ Tel. (0133) 422655 or 425849

Hyderabad, A.P. — Hara Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. (040) 594869/
E-mail: hyderabad@com.bbt se

|mphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Rd., 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221567

Jaipur, Rajasthan — G-110 Uday Path, Shyam Nagar, 302 019 {mail: P.0. Bex 270, Jaipur
302001)/ Tel. (0141) 214022/ Fax: (0141) 370-947 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail: iskcon@jpi.vsnl.net.in

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Iandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. (01991) 33047

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (01744) 22806 or 23529

Lucknow, U.P, — 1 Ashok Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018

Madras — (sze Chennai)

Madurai, Tamil Nadu — 32 Chellatthamman Koil St. (Near Simmakkal), Madurai 625 001/
Tel, (0452) 627565

Mangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Ashram, Rosario Church Rd., Pandeshwar, Mangalore,
574001/ Tel. (0824) 420474

Mayapur, W. Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham,
Dist. Nadia (mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239,
45240, or 45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur@com.bot.se

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhaon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 048/ Tel. (022) 620-6860/
Fax: (022) 620-5214/ E-mail: parijata.rms@com.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 367-4500 or
360-0532/ Faw: (022) 367-7941/ E-mail: radha.krishna@com.bbt.se

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Rd. (E), opposite Royal College. Thane,
401 107/ Tel. (022) 881-7795 or -7796/ Fax: (022) 811-8875

Nagpur, Maharashtra — Junior Bhonsla Palace, Mahal, Nagpur 440 002/ Tel. (0712} 779201/
Fan: (0712) 122727

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Rd. (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Gomplex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110 065/ Tel. (011) 623-5133/ Fax: (011) 643-3540 {Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail: ram.nam.gkg&com.bbt.se

New Delhi— 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 541-0762

Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304/ Tel. (0218) 23473

Patna, Bihar— Rajendra Nagar Rd. No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pung, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri/ Tel. (06752) 24592 or 24504
Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puril Tel. (06752} 23740
Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 St. John's Rd., 500 026/ Tel. (040) 805232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@com.bbt.se
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004
Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 406/ Tel. (0353) 426619/ Fax; (0353) 526130/
E-mail: siliguri@com.bbt.se
Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 16A Thiruvadi St., Trichy, 620 006/ Tel. (0431) 433945
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Surat, Gujarat — Bhaktivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur,
P.0. Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud,
695 014/ Tel. (0471) 328197/ E-mail; sarvaisvarya.jps@com.hbt.se
Tirupati, A. P, — K.T. Rdl., Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Varanasi, U. P. — Annapurna Nagar, Vidyapith Rd.. Varanasi 221 001/ Tel. (0542) 362617
Vrindavana, U. P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhakfivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442478 or 442355/ Fax: (0565) 442506/
E-mail: 105146.157 0@compuserve.com; (Gurukula:) vgurukula@com.bbt.se
FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist, Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dist. Gadhachiroli, 442 603/ Tel, (0218) 623473
Hyderabad, A. P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dist., 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Karnataka — Bhaktivedanta Eco-Village, Nagodi P.0., Vollur Valley, Hosanagar Talug, Shivmoga
District, Karnataka 577 425 (mail; Garuda Guha, Kollur, D.K. District, Karnataka 576 220)
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact |SKCON Mayapur)
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary. 6 Russel St., Caloutta 700 071

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth St. N.E., T2E 353/ Tel, (403) 265-3302/ Fax: (403) 547-0795/
E-mail: sahadevs@cadvision.com

Edmonton, Alberta — 9353 35th Ave., TGE 5R5/ Tel. (403) 433-9999/
E-mail; jsharma@mail awinc.com

Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel. & fax: (514) 521-1301/
E-mail: iskconmontreal@sprint.ca

Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544/ Fax: (613) 565-2675/
E-mail; 102623.2417 @compuserve.com

Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack 5t., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306} 525-1640

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Ave. Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415/ Fax: (416) 922-1021/
E-mail: toronto@com.bbt.se

Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 SE. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728/
Fax: (604) 431-7251; Govinda's Restaurant: (604) 433-2428/ E-mail: jaygo@direct.ca

FARM COMMUNITY

Asheroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama (mail: P.0. Box 99, VOK 140, attn: Uttama Devi Dasi)/
Tel. (250) 453-2397/ Fax: (250) 453-2622 [attn: (250) 453-2397)/
E-mail: devadeva@mail.netshop.net

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-0234/
Fax: (404) 373-3381/ E-mail: 76415.175@compuserve.com
Austin, Texas — 807-A E. 30th St., 78705/ Tel. (512) 320-0372/ Fax: (512) 320-0477/
E-mail: sankarsana@aol.com
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-4069 or 719-6738
Tel. & fax: (410) 744-1624
Berkeley, California — 2334 Stuart St., 94705/ Tel. (510} 540-9215/ E-mail: berkeley@com.org
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274/
E-mail: arun_gupta@hp-boise-omd.om.hp.com
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel, (617) 247-8611/
Fax: (617) 266-3744/ E-mail: iskboston@aol.com
Chicago, llinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (773) 973-0900/ Fax: (773) 973-0526/
E-mail: trvkrm@aol.com
Columbus, Ohio — 378 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661/ Fax: (614) 294-0545/
E-mail; malati.achsp@com.bbt.se

Note for international phone calls: When dialing from outside the country, drop the “0” that begins most city codes (the numbers shown in parentheses). Exceplions:
For Spain, the number to drop is the initial “9." for the CIS, “8." Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (31).
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CeNTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel. (214) B27-6330/ Fax: (214) §23-7264/
E-mail: tekrishnas@aol.com

Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461/ Fax: (303) 321-9052/
E-mail: nmd@com.org

o ¢ Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel, (313) 824-6000/ Fax: (313) 822-3748/

*

°®

E-mail: fmansioni@flash.net :
Eugene, Oregon — 426 E. 12th St., 97401/ Tel. (541) 345-9053/ E-mail: eugene@com.bbt.se
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (352) 336-4183/ E-mail: krishna@atn.org
Guraho, Puerto Rico — HCO1-Box 8440, 00778-9763/ Tel. (787) 737-3917
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St £ Hartford, 06108/ Tel, & fax; (860) 289-7252/
E-mail: bhaktirasa@poboxes.com
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelo Way, 86817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947/ Fax: (808) 595-3433/
E-mail: iskeon@aloha.net
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482/ Fax: (713) 686-0669/
E-mail: mbalar@hal-pe.org
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion 5t., 32651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029/ Fax: (714) 497-9707/
E-mail: jagai@rupa.com
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909/
E-mail; jsantos@eznet.net
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) B36-2676/ Fax: (310) 839-2715/
E-mmail; svavasa.achsp@com.bbt.se
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: B.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel, (305) 442-7218/ Fax: (305) 444-7145/ E-mail: kesava.swami@com.bbt.se
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave,, 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-3583/
E-mail: 105225401 @compuserve.com
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn 5t., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714/
Fax: (718) 875-6127/ E-mail: ramabhadra@acl.com
New York, New York — 26 Second Ave., 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-1130/ E-mail: dayananda@msn.com
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215} 247-4600/
Fax; (215) 247-8702/ E-mail: vindavana@netreach.net
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 1408 South 5t., 19148/ Tel. (215) 985-9335/
E-mail: savecows@aol.com
Phoenix, Arizona — 100 South Weber Dr., Chandler, 85226/ Tel. (602} 705-4900/
Fax: (602) 705-4901/ E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave. 97218/ Tel, (503) 287-3252/ Fax: (503) 284-8350 (call first)/
E-mail: ksetra@aol.com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/
Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: sti@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (618) 483-2500/
Fax: (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. 5.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293/
Fay: (206) 868-8928/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St., 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 681-9258/
E-mail: fir2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel, & fax; (973) 299-0970/ E-mail: iskconnj@blast.net
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washinglon, D.C. — 3200 Ivy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493/ Fax: (301) 261-4797/
E-mail: ifast@iskcon.com
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. {301) 298-2100/
Fax: (301) 983-5451/ E-mail: potomac.temple@usa.net
FARM COMMUNITIES
Machua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (904) 462-2017/
E-mail: iskcon@an.org
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 748-0544 or
799-1354/ Fax: (B01) 799-2924/ E-mail; talavan@datastar.net
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabao)

Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492/

Fax: (919) 732-803% E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — R MNo. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 753-6356/
Fax; (615) 759-5785/ E-mail: 104400.3353@compuserve.com

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — B.0. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING

Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th 5t,, 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531

Fresno, California — Govinda's, 2373 E. Shaw, 93710/ Tel. (209) 225-1230

Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (352) 376-9012

San Juan, Puerto Rico — Gopal, 2018 Calle Tetuan, Viejo San Juan, 00801/ Tel. (787) 724-0229

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE, Narthern Ireland/
Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgbaston, B16 8T8/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999
Bristol, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Rd., Nailsea, BS19 18N/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853766
Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222) 831579
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., C\1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas.kds@com.bbt.se
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd.. Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 0ES/

* New listing 4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing

Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 894526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Tharesby S, North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax; +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@com.hbt se

Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St.. England, Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708-9400 or
§43-8817/ E-mail; iskeon liverpool uk@com.bbt.se

London, England (city) — 910 Soho St., W1V 5DA, England/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662;
(residential/pujaris/shop:) 439-3606/ Fax; +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office:) 437-5875/ E-mail: london@com.bbt.se

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manaor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 8EZ, England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 {01923) 852896/
E-mail: bhaktivedanta. manor@com.bbt.se

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Rd., South Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3136

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail: krishna.dharma.mg@.com.bbt.se

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/
Tel. +44 (0191) 222-0150

Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 9LY, England/ Tel. +44 (01548) 830085

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA, England/
Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

FARM COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Irefand — Rathgorragh. Kiltegan/ Tel. & fax: +353 (0508) 73305 or 73292/
E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, ISKCON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN
Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamviood,
Herts WDE 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT AND DINING
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier St., Dublin 2/ E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd.. Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fax: (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@flinders.edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), OLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brisbane@com bbt.se
Canberra — 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6290-1869/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/ Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/
Fax: +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskeon.net
Perih — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/ Tel, +61 (08) 9370-1852/
Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: vasudama@iinet.net.au
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062)!
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 887383/
Fax: +61 (052) 887309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lans (off Mt View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock], NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687), NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02) 6672-6579 or -3047
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 {08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Govindas, 1st floor, 39 Elizabeth St., OLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brisbane@com.bbt.se
Melhourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 3650-2939/
E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (08) 92271684/
E-mail: perth@com.bbt.se
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. +61 (02} 9550-6524

FlJI
Lahasa — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Lautoka — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039
E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Rakiraki — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 634243/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Suva — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7 miles, Samabula{mail: P.0. Box 3957)/
Tel: +679 381161/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
RESTAURANTS
Labasa — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Rd./ Tel. +673 811364
Lauloka — Gopal's, Comner of Yasawa 5t. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@com.bibt.5e



CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

NEW ZEALAND
Ghristchurch — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax; +64 (03) 366-1965/ E-mail: iskconchch@clear.net.nz
Wellinglon — 60 Wade 5t., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 472-0510
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland — Gopal's, Civic House (15t floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel, +64 (09) 303-4885
Christchurch — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St./ Tel. +64 (03) 366-7035

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Port Moreshy — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia 5t., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571, POM NCD)/
Tel. +675 259213

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Metherlands/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-
1404/ Fax: +31 (020) 675-1405/ E-mail: amsterdam@com.bbt.se
Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelona/ Tel. +34 (09) 302-5194
Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Ghignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax; +39 (035) 494-0705
Berlin — Johannisthaler Chaussee 78, 12259 Berlin (Britz)/ Tel. +49 (030) 631-2400/
Fax: +49 (030) 616-9112/( E-mail: haribalaba.hks@com.bbt.se
Budapest — Mariaremetel ut. 77, Budapest 1028 1/ Tel. & fax; +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail:100263 3167 @compuserve.com
Copenhagen — Blaagaardsgade 14, 2200 Copenhagen N/ Tel. +45 (03) 139-2826/
E-mail; dk.community@com.bit.se
Gutenstein, Austria — \edisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gutenstein/
Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634731/ E-mail: austria@com.bbt.se
+ Heidelberg — Kurfirsten-Anlage 5, 0-69115 Heidelberg/ Tel. +49 (06221) 160128 or 165101/
Fa: +49 (06221) 160103/ E-mail: bhagavat.dharma.ss@com.bbt.se
Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D {11l krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 694-9879/
Fax: +358 (0) 694-9837
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
Oslo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172
Paris — 31 Rug Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263
Fax: +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: nitai gaurasundara.tkg@com.bbt.se
Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +420 (02) 302-1282 or 302-1608/
Fan: +42 (02} 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@com.bbit.se
Rome — Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese km. 0.700-Pian del Pavone 01036 Nepi (\VT)/
Tel, +39 (0761) 527038 or 527251
# Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940 Septon-Ourbuy/
Tel. +32 (0B6) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@com.bbt.se
# Slockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax: +46 (08) 650-8813
Warsaw — Mysiadio, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 (mail: MTSK, 02-770,
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel. & fax: +48 (022) 750-7797/ E-mail: warsaw@com.bbt.se
Ziirich— Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/ E-mail: nital.rama.tkg@com.bbt.se
FARM COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel, +33 (03) 8472-8235/
Fax: +33 {03) 8482-6373
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine o' Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Mile/
Tel. +33 (054) 402481
Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +48 (08583) 316/
Fax: +49 (08583) 1671
# ltaly (Villa Vrindavan) — \Via Scopeti, 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FI)/
Tel. +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (949) 280436/
E-mail: new.vrajamandala@com.bbt.se
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona/
Tel. +34 (93) 318-7728
Gopenhagen — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 (03) 333-7444
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123 Mitano / Tel. +39 (02) 862417
0slo — Krishna's Cuising, Kir 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (02) 260-6250
Vignna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiey— ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/ Tel, +380 (8044) 244-4944/
E-mail: acyuta@krsna kiev.ua

Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse dom 8, karp.3, 125 284, Moscow, Russia/
Tel. +7 (B095) 255-6711/ Fax: +7 (8095) 945-3317

S1. Pelersburg — 17, Bumazhnaya str., 198020, Russia/ Tel. +7 (8812) 186-7259 or -9690/
Fa: +7 (B812) 186-1170/ E-mail; temple@krsna.sph.su

RESTAURANT
1. Petersburg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky ave., 190008, Russia/ Tel. +7 (8812) 113-7896

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak 5t., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249
# Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7306818/

Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: hong kong@intercon.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 371743/
Fa: 4977 (01) 416996 (Attn: ISKCOMN)

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, 7360, or -7369/ Fax: <60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar. jps@com.bbt.se

Manila, Philippines — Penthouse Liwag Bldg.. 3307 Mantanzas St., Makati, Metro Manila/
Tel. +63 (02) 8337883 loc. 10

Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (03) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011

Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Subaru 1F, Kamitakada Nakano, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. <81 (03) 5343-
0147/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Ceniro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 {01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail; iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaquil, Ecuador — & de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail: gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail; limandir@inictel.gob.pe
Mexico City, Mexico — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850, Mexico DF/
Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Mugu, 120, Alto da Boa Vista, CEP 20531 180/
Tel. +55 (021) 267-0052
San Salvador, El Salvador — (mail: Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel.+503 780799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel.net
Sa0 Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra,Ghana — Samsam Rd., Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy., Medie, P.0. Box 11686,
Accra North, Ghana

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 5t. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. £27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@com.bbt.se

Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Gircle, Chatsworth Centre, Chatsworth 4092
(mail: P.0. Box 56003)/ Tel. +27 (031) 433-328/ Fax: +27 (031) 438198/
E-mail: iskconsa@iafrica.com

Johanneshurg, South Africa — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667,
Johannesburg 2000)/ Tel. +27 (011) 484-T170/ Fax; +27 (011) 484-6279/
E-mail: iskconjh@izfrica.com

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osodi)/ Tel, & fax; +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel, +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28346, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bornes)/ Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 465-1066

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Port Elizabeth, 6000

Port Harcourl, Nigeria — Second Tarred Rd., Ogwaja Waterside
(mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St., Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Accauil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

COMPLAIN!

Al our subscriber-service center, we don’t have many
problems—or at least we think we don’L.

But there is one problem we know about: You don't
complain to us enough.

You might think that if you tell us you've got a problem
we'll feel offended. Not at all! If anything’s ever less than
right with your subscription. that’s an opportunity for us to
serve you. But if you don’t tell us. we won’t know.

So please, if you ever need help with your subscription,
just get in touch with us. Call us, toll free, at 1-800-800-3284,
Orwrite us: BTG Service Center, P.O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge,
NC 27046, USA. Orreach us by e-mail: bigsubs@com.bbt.se

We'll be delighted for the opportunity to serve vou.
Hare Krsna.



LETTERS (continued from page 5) | serve its devotees. In my life I've come | Krsna is so great, so great. May His
devotees. Here in Russia I am very | across a lot of difficulties, where every | blessings be always with you to pro-
happy to see how Russians are deeply | problem melted away by the grace of | long your great service in the footsteps
involved in Krsna consciousness. The | Murari [Krsna]. I cannot pen down | of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.
temple in Moscow is doing its best to | everything butlcansay that Vasudeva N. Suren Nimalan
Moscow, Russia

Petty Concerns?

We continue toreceive what forusisan
astonishing number of letters about
Urmila Devi Dasi’s article “Children
and Pets” [July/August "97]. Nearly all
the mail is negative. The writers take
various stands:

e Urmila’s wrong. Pets are good for
kids. Or at least ok.
e Urmila’s right, but too heavy. Why
make such a big deal of a small
: : y ; thing like having a pet? Lighten up,
5 - . - Urmila. Other things are worse.
e Urmila’s right, but impractical.
® KRSNA ON THE N ET P Strict Vedic standards like not hav-
L ing pets in your house are hard
URLs for main Krsna conscious sites on the World Wide Web rules to impose on children born in
the West. In the Vedic setting, a
family has land and animals. But
New York City isn’t Vrndavana.

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE Lighten up, Urmila!

; i y e Urmila’s right, but intolerant. Live
Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna

and let live. Lighten up, Urmila!
Catalog, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is. e Urmila’s right, but the strategy’s

wrong. We want people to be
attracted to Krsna consciousness.
Why turn them off? Urmila!
HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE Lighten up!

A visually dynamic site from the North European BBT.

hitp://www.krsna.com - htip://www.krsna.com/~btg |

hitp://wwnw.users.wineasy.se/storm - hitp://www.algonet.se/~krishna

Even our staff has divided opinions
on this one, some speaking for being
more sensitive and gentle with our
readers, others for “telling it like it is.”

HARE KRSNA HoME PAGE Urmila Devi Dasi stands her ground.
Book excerpts and more from the BBT in Los Angeles. BHSCEITE QeI

hitp://hkindex.home.ml.org/ CORRECTION
' Footnote 4 to “Advanced Astronomy

THE HARE KRSNA INDEX in the Srimad-Bhagavatam” [Nov./

Leads you to any ISKCON-affiliated site on the Web. D,e‘,:'] Suould hiave sald hat hed gy
billion has three zeroes more—not

i less—than the American billion.
: hitp://hkindex.home.ml.org/

| Please write us at: BTG, P. O. Box 430,
THE BTG MAILING LIST Alachua, FL. 32616, USA. Fax: (904)

An e-mail group where readers, writers, and staff talk 462-7893. Or BTG, 33 Janki Kutir, Next
about the topics found in Back to Godhead to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu,

S ; , Mumbai 400 049, India. Phone: (022)
- i W ; )
['o join, send an e-mail message to btg-talk@unforgettable.com 618-1718. Fax: (022) 618-4827. E-mail:

editors@com.bbt.se

hﬂp://www.hurekris’hnu.com/~ru

62 BACKTO GODHEAD « MAY / JUNE 1998



Vedic Thoughts

Compassion for the eternal soul
1s self-realization.
His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Bhagavad-gita As It Is 2.1, purport

’'S

Living beings entangled
in the complicated meshes
of birth and death can be freed at once
by even unconsciously chanting
the holy name of Krsna,
which is feared by fear personified.

_Sages at Naimisaranya
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.14

2

Those who fix their minds
on My personal form and are always
engaged in worshiping Me with
great and transcendental faith are
considered by Me to be most perfect.

Lord Sri Krsna
Bhagavad-gita 12.2

L 4

One achieves bhakti [love of God]
by hearing and chanting
about the Supreme Lord’s special qualities,
even while engaged in the ordinary
activities of life in this world.
Sri Narada Muni

Narada-bhakti-satra 37

*

Regardless of time or place,
one who chants the holy name, even while
eating or sleeping, attains all perfection.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 20.18

Inexhaustible time, stronger than
the strong, is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead Himself. Like a herdsman

moving his animals along, He moves
mortal creatures as His pastime.
; Demigods
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.51.19

+

Anyonc, cven a person in
an impure state, who'absorbs his mind
in Lord Krsna for just a moment

at the time of death burns up all traces
of sinful reactions and immediately
attains the supreme transcendental
destination in a pure, spiritual form

as effulgent as the sun.

' Sri Uddhava
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.46.33

+

It brahmananda,
the bliss of merging into
the Lord’s Brahman effulgence,
were multiplied
one hundred trillion times,
it would still not equal
even an atomic fragment of
the ocean of transcendental bliss felt
in devotional service to the Lord.

Srila Ripa Gosvami
Bhakti-rasamria-sindhu 1.1.38

L 2

Do not stay in illusion; go to the
eternal reality. Do not stay in darkness;
go to the light. Do not keep taking
material bodies; become immortal.

Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 1.3.28

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FI. 32616, USA.

Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir, Next fo State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.

Contributors of Vedic Thoughts for this issue: Kadradhanayt Devi Dasi (Wroclaw, Poland). Susila Wati (Bali. Indonesia),
Sriman Pandita Dasa (Soquel, California, USA). Bharath R. Chennu (Vijaywada, Andhra Pradesh. India)



Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they'd like to starl. You're invited.

Just give a call Lo find out when and where. If you hold K

conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list,

please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

USA
CALIFORNIA: To find out about programs in Anaheim Hills, Corona,

Cerritos, Diamond Bar, Granada Hills, Laguna Niguel, Long

Beach, Redlands. Santa Ana. Simi Valley, and other southern Cali-

fornia locations, call Svayambhuva Dasa at (310) 839-1572. Burling- |

ame — Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula Devi Dasi, (650) 344-2446; |

Grass Yalley — Madana Mohana Dasa & Vrndavancsvar Devi

Dasi, (V16) 477-0551; Ojai — Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi Devi Dasi

(William & Joan Roberts), (803) 640-0405; Placentia — Sri Radha

Raman Temple, (714) 996-7262; Redwood Valley — Prasanna

Yoga Asrama (Tksvaku Dasa), (707) 485-5592; San Jose/ Santa

Croz — Akruranatha Dasa & Jagarini Devi Dasi, (408) 353-9099;

Santa Rosa — Jagannatha Puri Dasa & Tripurari Devi Dasi, Bus.

phone: (707) 526-7211; South Central Los Angeles

Bhavana Dasa, (213) 295-1517
COLORADO: Boulder — Madan Gopal Dasa & Pancha Tattva Dasi,

(303) 402-1740
FLORIDA: Clearwater — Brhat Sanu Dasa, (813) 725-7694; Cocoa

Beach — Bhagavata Dharma Dasa & Syama Devi Dast, (407)

633-7664; Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism,

(954) 345-3456; Orlando — Raghunatha Puri Dasa (Ron Jerma-

kian), (407) 291-3069; St. Augustine — Bhakti-yoga Center,

(904) 824-5328
GEORGIA: Athens — Guru-Gauranga Hare Krishna Center,

(706) 353-8180
HAWAIIL: Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate, (808) 259-5429
ILLINOIS: Dekalb — [SKCON Youth Ministry, Manu Dasa & Java

Radhe Devi Dasi. (815) 754-4563
INDIANA: Indianapolis — Steve W. Bausch (S}-‘ﬁmzlsumium Disa),

(317) 357-9051 |
TOWA: Towa City — Dan & Sylvia Lindberg, (319) 358-0317
KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankotta Dasa & Gopimata Devi Dasi,

(913) 865-5080
KENTUCKY: Lexington — Mr. Mallella Prasad, (606) 323-2286:

Louisville — Krishna House, (502) 653-9352
MARYLAND: Silver Spring — Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi |

Dast, (301) 236-0564 or Anuttama Disa & Rama Tulast Dasi, |

(301) 236-4717
MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa),

(781) 471-7911
MICHIGAN: Lansing — Palaka Dasa & family, (517) 484-7431
FMINNESOTA: Minnetonka — Jimmy and Terry Devine,

(612) 933-3408; New Hope — Shashikant Bhojraj, (612) 537-6395
MISSISSIPPI: Cleveland — K. P. & Bhama Sridharan, (601) 846-4132
MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699
NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. 1. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939
NEW JERSEY: Marlton — Bill Becker, (800) 957-1046; Parsippany —

Rahul Kunderan, (201) 428-8119: New Jersey Shore

Kristen, (908) 458-6670
NEW MEXICO: Albuquergque — Johna & Bob McClain, (505) 2958-

8440 Randolph Schwab (Ranga Ranjana Dasa), (505) 452-1833:

Suresh Vyas, (505) 833-5453; Los Alamos — Dr. Arvind Sharma,

(505) 661-193%; Santa Fe — Jambavati Devi Dasi, (505) 466-4345
NEVADA: Las Vegas — Gopal De, (702) 458-6973: Dan Roberts,

(702) 452-3817
NEW YORK: Binghamton — Mayapur Sasi Dasi, (607) 777-7049:

Buffalo — Mahavegavati Devi Dasi, (716) 884-3640; Corona

(Queens) — Si\-‘:’n‘:’!al]w:i Dasa (Jayant V. Surti & family),

(718) 639-6580; Rego Park — Nikunja-Behart Dasa (Nikhil N.

Trivedi & family), (718) 897-2267
NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata

Disa & Krsna Kumard Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753: Sandy Ridge —

Adi Karta Dasa & Rucira Devi Dast, (Y10) 393-9058

Krsna

Greg &

OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House, (614) 421-1661; Cincinnati —
Braja Kumari Dasi, (513) 742-5725: contact: Krishna House. (614)
421-1661: Cleveland — Krsnanandini Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934 or
Kama-giri Devi Dasi, (216) 761-3954: Kent — Regular programs at
Kent State University, (contact Krishna House, [614] 421-1661):
Wellston — Madhavi Devi Dasi, (740) 384-7102

PENNSYLVANIA: Erie — Lila Kumara Devi Dasi. (814) 676-1791;
Norristown — Radha Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa).
(215) 539-3221: Pittsburgh — Yogini Devi Dasi, (412) 494-0858;

TENNESSEE: Nashville — Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh),
(615) 896-3425 '

UTAH: Spanish Fork — KHON Radio, (801) 798-3559

VIRGINIA: Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacara
Dasa & Mayapriya Devi Dasi. (804) 823-8223

WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (309) 333-6525

WEST VIRGINIA: Moundsville (New Vrindaban) — (304) 843-1600 or
543-1409/ Fax. (304) 843-9819/ E-mail: nityodita@juno.com;
Parkersburg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Tasmania — David Gould, (03) 6228-2717 (Hobart);
Malcolm Walsh, (03) 6343-2477 (Launceston);

BELGIUM: Ghent — Centrum voor Bhakti-yoga. (09) 238-3344

BRITISH ISLES (Jersey): St. Helier — Jean Nicolle, (01534) 610081

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Omkira Dasa and Jadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharma), (403) 434-7343; Markham, Ontario — Prabhu-
pada Dasa (V. B. Sharma). (416) 294-9431: Salmon Arm, B.C. —
Mukunda Madhava Dasa & Yasoda Priva Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-
Canada Hwy. NW, Salmon Arm, B.C. VIE 4M2 (no phone): Toronto
— Ramananda Raya Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held
in mare than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Maoscow,

DENMARK: Mols — Kamsahanta Dasa & Anuttara Devi Dasi,
(18) 635-6076

FRANCE: Paris — Centre Culturel Hare Krishna, (01) 40469523

GERMANY: Hamburg — Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 655 23 72:
Weimar — Katharina Rauch, Am Jakobsfriedhof 1. D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

HUNGARY: Liter — Torok Zoltan, Bajesy Zs. u. 56, Liter 8196

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan.
Mahavakya Dasa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102:
Rome — Hare Krsna Forum, (06) 6832660

JAMAICA, W. INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa, (809) 925-8332

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayananda Dasa and Bhaktin Kana. (0465) 42-3749;
Osaka — Satsvartipa Dasa and Jalangt Devi Dasi, (06) 352-0729

NEW ZEALAND: “Hamilton — Raghava Caitanya Dasa, (07) 856-7608
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga Community,
(07) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyitita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147: Bialystok
— Pracarananda Dasa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice —Y ugala-Murti
Dasa, +48 (032) 255-5557: Kielce — Laksmana Dasa. +48 (041) 331-
7785; Lublin —Posana Dasa, +48 (081) 526-0685: Rzeszow —Vrnda-
vana Candra Dasa. +48 (017) 346 53: Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa.
+45 (091) 34-5204; Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa, +48 ((074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 30 locations. For infor-
mation contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 61,

SWEDEN: Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, (021) 88007

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one nearest you. or for help in starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept.. P.O. Box 324,
Borehamwood. Herts., WD6 INB. Phone: (0181) 905-1244

#New or revised listing.



The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the

exact dates for vour area.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 12-May 11)

MAY

4 — Appearance anniversary of Sri-
mati Sita Devi. the consort of Lord
Ramacandra. Disappearance anni-
versary of Srila Madhu Pandita, a
great devotee of Lord Caitanya.

5 — Appearance anniversary of Sri-
mati Jahnava Devi, the consort of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu.

7— Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

8 — Rukmini Dvadast, the appear-
ance anniversary of Srimati Rukmini
Devi, the consort of Lord Krsna as
Dvarakadisa, the Lord of Dvaraka.

9 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedicated
follower of Srila Prabhupada who
helped him bring the Rathayatra
festival to the Western world.

10 — Nrsimha Caturdast, the appear-
ance anniversary ol Lord Nrsimha-
deva, Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-
lion incarnation. Fasting till dusk,
followed by feasting.

11 — Appearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Purt, the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master. Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya. a follower of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

| associate of Lord Caitanya.

Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Paramesvara Puri, an associate of
Lord Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 12—June 10)

16 — Disappearance anniversary of
e 20 2 e ,
Srila Ramananda Raya, an intimate |

22 — Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

23 — Appearance anniversary of Srila
Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the author
of S11 Caitanya Bhagavata, a biogra-
phy on Lord Caitanya.

JUNE

4 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhtusana, a
prominent spiritual master in the
Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya (dis-
ciplic succession), and the author of
Govinda Bhasya, an important com-
mentary on the Vedanta-sitra.
Appearance anniversary of Srimati
Gangamata Gosvamini, a prominent
woman spiritual master in the
Gaudiya Vaisnava sampraddya.

6 — Vyanjuli Maha-dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans [or Bhima
Nirjala Ekadasi.

8 — Srila Raghunatha Dasa Go-
svami’s chipped-rice-and-yogurt
festival at Panihati.

Month of Vamana

(June 11-July 9)

11 — Disappearance of Syamananda
Pandita, one of the principal followers

of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

19 — Disappearance anniversary of

Sri Srivasa Pandita, one of the princi-
pal associates of Lord Caitanya.

20 — Yogin1 Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

| 24 — Disappearance anniversary of

Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of the

| principal associates of Lord Cai-

tanya. Also, disappearance anniversary

| of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Fasting

till noon, then feasting.

25 — Gundica-marjana. Festival of
cleansing the Gundica temple in
Jagannatha Puri, India.

26 — Lord Jagannatha’s Rathayatra in
Jagannatha Puri. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Svartipa Damo-
dara and Srila Sivananda Sena,
intimate associates of Lord Caitanya.

| JULY

5 — Sayana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

| 9 — Disappearance anniversary of

Srila Sanatana Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana. First month
ol Caturmasya begins (fasting from
green lealy vegetables).

Month of Sridhara
(July 10—August 8)

14 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

17 — Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Lokanatha Gosvami, a great

3

devotee of Lord Caitanya.

19 — Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

21 — Anniversary of the incorporation
of ISKCON, in New York City, 1966.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Enlightened Introspection

INTROSPECTION. You need it. Take a break
and think about what your life is about.

Put your routine aside, put your plans
aside, put your everything aside, and take the
time to think: What is my life for? Where am
I going, and where do I want to go? If [ stay
on my present track, what will my life come
to—and is that all right, or is it drab, disap-
pointing, crummy, empty? “Russell Jones
keeled over in front of his television set. He
is survived by ... "

From Srimad-Bhagavatam we learn that
when Brahma, the first created being, first
awoke after having been created, he found
himself seated on a great lotus,surrounded by
cosmicdarkness,the lotus swaying in the wind.
And he began to ask himself: Who am 1? Why
am [ here? What is this lotus? And where has
it come from?

He looked in all directions and could find
only darkness. But finally, amidst that dark-
ness, he heard a transcendent sound, a cue
from the Personality of Godhead, a mantra, a
liberating instruction. And acting on that in-
struction, he steadied his mind in meditation
and at last saw before him a vision of the
spiritual realm and the Personality of God-
head, Krsna. Brahma had attained perfection
in Krsna consciousness.

By the grace of Krsna he could now
understand everything about his own self,
his purpose in life, the lotus, the darkness—
everything. Such is the wonderful power of
introspection, guided by transcendental sound.

66 BACKTO GODHEAD o MAY [ JUNE 1998

Introspection alone—however honest,
however intense, however deep—isn’t
enough. It falls short, collapsing along the
way. But when our power of introspection
is uplifted and reliably guided, when it takes
help from transcendental sound—from
Krsna—then success is sure.

By deep introspection, by a sincere inner
search, and with help from the Personality of
Godhead, our eternal Krsna consciousness
can be revived. Then every question is an-
swered, every problemsolved, every perplex-
ity unraveled, every obstacle overcome. The
mental clouds that have covered us, the rou-
tines that have dulled us, the smiling falsities
that have bewitched and bound us—with the
help of Krsna, we can then see them for what
they are and go free.

That help from Krsna is available to us
in the Krsna sound. There is no difference
between Krsna the Personality of Godhead
and Krsna the transcendental sound. So
our introspection can best be guided by
Krsna’s words of enlightenment, as found in
Bhagavad-gita, or by the sound of the Krsna
mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. By that Krsnasound,
Krsnais present. And when Krsna is present,
illusion can no longer prevail.

So take a deep break, look within, take
guidance from Krsna’s words, chant Hare
Krsna. Krsna will help you, and your life will
again be sublime.—Jayadvaita Swami
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Do you aspire Would you say there' Would you like

for higher consciousness more to a person to have a deeper
than just the biological understanding of karma
machinery of the body? and reinamation?

Do you ever wonder Do you sometimes
what happens to a person wonder who you
after death! really are?

IF you answered YES to any of these
you should be reading Back to Godhead

To subscribe, call 1-800-800-3284. (Or write to: BTG, P. 0. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA.
Fax: 1-910-871-3641. E-mail: btgsubs@com.bbt se.)
One year (6 issues) is only $17.95 (reqularly $24). Canada: $20.95 (Canadian dollars).
Other countries: $26.95 (US funds only, and payable on a US bank).



