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In San Francisco, California, a young girl
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WELCOME,
NEW READERS

Whether you've
studied yoga in depth,
or simply felt some
interest, this issue of
Back to Godhead has
something for you.

Five hundred years
ago, Lord Caitanya revitalized the
practice of bhakti (devotional) yoga, as
taught by Lord Krsna in the ancient

Bhagavad-gita and other Vedic scriptures.

In 1966, Srila Prabhupada brought the
Hare Krsna movement from India to the
West. and soon, by his efforts, bhakti-
yoga began spreading all over the world.

In this issue you'll learn how bhakti-
yoga begins with chanting God’s names.
You'll discover what the Vedas say about
this easy but powerful process of medita-
tion. And you’ll see how bhakti-yoga
blossoms to encompass a rich, transcen-
dent culture of spirituality.

Enjoy these pages of art, cuisine,
philosophy, literature, and personal
experiences, all connected to Lord Krsna
through bhakti, the yoga of spiritual love.

We’'re happy to have you with us. To
help you get oriented, we've included a
Glossary on page 29. Hare Krsna.

Nagaraja Dasa,
Managing Editor

OUR PURPOSES

* To help all people discern reality from
illusion, spirit from matter, the eternal
from the temporary.

* To expose the faults of materialism.

* 'To offer guidance in the Vedic
techniques of spiritual life.

» To preserve and spread the Vedic
culture.

* To celebrate the chanting of the holy
names of God as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

* To help every living being remember
and serve Sri Krsna, the Personality
of Godhead.

Lord Sri Krsna, the
Supreme Personality
of Godhead, the
source of all material
and spiritual worlds

Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna's
maost recent incar-
nation, taught Krsna
consciousness through
the chanting of
Hare Krsna.

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of
the International
Society for Krishna
Consciousness
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Letters

The ISKCON Laity

[ would just like to say how much I
enjoy BTG. Each issue seems to have
so much in it when it arrives. But it is
never enough; I am always left
wishing there was more. But I guess
only one issue can come at a time!
It struck me recently that we never
see any articles in BTG [rom the
ISKCON laity and there must be
many more of us than there arc
devotees. It may well be that none of
the lay members are qualified to say
anything that could be printed in
BTG, but perhaps our experiences
within ISKCON and our meetings
with Srila Prabhupada would be of
interest to some readers. It is just a
thought, and I have enclosed a short
piece that might be of some use. If
not, please consign it to the waste
paper bin!
Hare Krsna.
Brian Fleming
Abergate, Scotland

We plan to run the article in an
upcoming issue—The Editors

Lunacy

I was amazed to read your editorial
in the Sept./Oct. 1997 issue of BTG.
Swami Prabhupada claims that Neil
Armstrong never landed on the
moon. [t was a grand illusion played
out by the U.S. administration. Please
bear in mind that your magazine is
printed thanks to technology; Swami
Prabhupada flew to the U.S. to spread
the message of Krsna consciousness
thanks to technology: I am sending
this e-mail thanks to technology. You
are entitled to your beliefs, but this
sort of balderdash erodes the credi-
bility of the movement and pushes
you to the edges of the lunatic fringe.

Sunil Shibad

Mahim, Mumbai, India

REPLY FROM JAYADVAITA SWAMI:
You are bashing us for more than we
said. On the basis of Vedic literature,
Srila Prabhupada indeed affirmed

that the moon landing didn’t happen;
Mr. Armstrong couldn’t have strong-
armed his way onto the moon. But
whether the landing was a U.S. hoax
or the lunar explorers mistakenly
thought they had gone there is a
matter we left open.

As for technology: Thanks to tech-
nology, King Kong climbed the
Empire State Building, and Steven
Spielberg’s aliens and dinosaurs walk
the earth. Thanks to technology, peo-
ple see heaven on L.SD, born men
become lovely women, and political
propaganda bewilders entire nations.
Thanks to technology. . . Shall we go
on?

By the way, speaking of the lunatic
fringe, why do you suppose that the
great conquerors of space, having
spent billions to land on the moon,
are now bypassing the moon and
sending rockets off to Mars?

More on the Moon

I truly believe we did go to the moon
and have gathered scientific data
about the moon. I could say it confi-
dently because of my education (M.S.
in physics and M.S. in electrical
engineering).

What Srila Prabhupada does not
like is a heart, whether of a scientist
or not, who does not know or love
Krsna.

There is no need to go to moon or
Mars, Srila Prabhupada says. There is
a need to become Krsna conscious
first. As Krsna consciousness spreads,
particularly among the leaders of a
society, the society will have fewer
problems.

Suresh Vyas
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Questions from a
Life Member

In July 1978, just sitting in my house, I
picked up a book bought for me by
my son. The book was about Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.



I read it and I was determined to
read more. I went to the Hare Krsna
temple (Bhaktivedanta Manor),
Letchmore Heath, for worship. [ met
some devotees there and they gave
me some more books to read. These
were Teachings of Lord Caitanya and
The Science of Self-Realization. 1

read them both, which gave me a lot
of strength to continue.

By my determination I became a
life member of ISKCON in May
1982. The devotees of this society
render commendable services to
mankind. His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada has enlightened the
whole world by writing his books. He
is still present. We can always associ-
ate with him through his instructions.
These books and instructions give me
that association and salvation. I
appreciate Srila Prabhupada’s writ-
ings and instructions from the core of
my heart, as well as his high position
in the spiritual world.

[ am a retired person and strictly
vegetarian, living with my wife. I have
unshakable belief both in Sanatana-
dharma and in vegetarianism. Some
time ago I read about the Gaudiya
Math, personalists and impersonalists
and Mayavadis, what they are and
their religious philosophy. I shall be
very grateful if you could please put
some light on this subject according
to the Vedic scriptures.

Hari Verma
Southall, Middlesex, England

OUR REPLY: The Gaudiya Math was
the spiritual society set up by Srila
Prabhupada’s spiritual master, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
to spread the teachings of Krsna
consciousness, After Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati left this world,
the Gaudiya Math broke up into
many smaller institutions, some of
them still existing. Srila Prabhupada
later established the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness,
which is now spreading Krsna con-
sciousness all over the world.
Impersonalists, or Mayavadis, are
philosophers who believe that the

Absolute Truth is ultimately imper-
sonal or void. All variety, they say, is
but illusion (although they cannot
clearly say where that illusion has its
source). The personalist philosophers,
in contrast, are those who recognize
that everything—material variety,
illusion itself, spiritual oneness, and
spiritual variety—has its source in the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Praises

[ can fill up several e-mail letters
praising BTG magazine. [t always
was a first-class publication, and the
new format is superb. Everyone I
know is impressed by it. In particular
[ have enjoyed the articles on holy
places in India, and the ongoing
series of translations of the Maha-
bharata is absolutely delightful.

Sam Richardson

via the Internet

India First?

[In response to BTG’s announce-

| ment that henceforward we're put-

ting India first in our address list:]
Back to Godhead is a magazine with
a spiritual purpose. Once that pur-
pose is achieved correctly by the

: reader or contributor, where BTG is
| printed or which center is listed first

among many others around the world
does not matter. Because the actual
center of Krsna consciousness is in
our own individual hearts. It is a
spiritual awareness. To think in terms
of physical places is allowing our
minds to be confined in a sense grati-
fication, which is not the purpose why
BTG was started.

Alfa B. Saam

Roermond, The Netherlands

OUR REPLY: Yes, the place for Krsna
consciousness is in our hearts. But
when we're conscious of Krsna, we
also become conscious of the sacred
places where Krsna appeared and
performed His pastimes. As Krsna
is spiritual, so too are the places
(please turn to page 28)

What Is the
Hare Krsna (Tlovement?

Founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) carriesonin the modern
world a great ancient tradition root-
ed in the Bhagavad-gita, the teach-
ings Lord Krsna spoke five milleni-
ums ago. The Gita and the other
Vedic scriptures declare Krsna to
be the original person, God Him-
sell.who appears periodically in this
world to liberate all living beings.

Only five hundred years ago.
Krsna descended as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to teach the most sub-
lime and effective means of medita-
tion for the present day: the chanting
of the names of God, especially as
found in the Hare Krsna mantra.

Today members of ISKCON con-
tinue Lord Caitanya’s movement
by distributing the teachings of Lord
Krsna and the Hare Krsna mantra
all over the world.

Pronunciation

We spell Sanskrit words and names
by a phonetic system that lets you
know how to say each word. Pro-
nounce shortalike the uin but, long
a like the a in far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e
like the ain evade,longilike theiin
pique. Pronounce the vowel r like
the ri in rim, and ¢ like the ch in
chair. Pronounce consonants like ch,
jh,anddhasinstaunch-heart, hedge-
hog. and red-hot. Pronounce § and s
like sh. So for Krsnasay KRISHNA,
for Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

piritual lames

Members of the International So-
ciety for Krishna Consciousness re-
ceive names of Lord Krsna or His
great devotees,combined with Dasa
(Dasi for women), meaning “‘ser-
vant.” For instance, the name Krsna
Dasa means “servant of Krsna.”
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WHO IS

LORD
CAITANYA?

Understanding His position in the light of scripture
and the teachings of previous spiritual masters.

A lecture given in Mayapur, West Bengal, on March 2, 1974
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

jayva jaya mahaprabhu sri-krsna-caitanya
tanhara caranasrita sei bada dhanya

“Let me offer glorification to the Supreme Lord, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. One who has taken shelter

of His lotus feet is the most glorified person.”

= —Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 7.2
RI KRSNA CAITANYA is Sri Krsna. Srila Ripa
Gosvami spoke this verse:

namo maha-vadanyaya
krsna-prema-pradaya te

krsnaya krsna-caitanya-
namne gaura-tvise namah

“O most munificent incarnation! You are Krsna
Himself appearing as Sri Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. You have assumed the golden color of Sri-

mati Radharani [Lord Krsna’s internal energy].and
You are widely distributing pure love of Krsna. We
offer our respectful obeisances unto You.”

Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself. In this age,
known as Kali-yuga, Krsna’s direct incarnation is
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. This is also confirmed
throughout the Vedicliterature—Mahabharata, Pu-
ranas, Upanisads. The essence of all Vedic literature
is the Srimad-Bhagavatam, and there also Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhuisaccepted as the Supreme Lord:

krsna-varnam tvisakrsnam
sangopangastra-parsadam

yajiiair sankirtana-prayair
vajanti hi su-medhasah

The Srimad-Bhagavatam says that in the Kali-
yuga the incarnation of Krsna has a bodily complex-
ion that is akrsna, “not krsna.” The Sanskrit word

Painting by Ramadasa-Abhirama Dasa
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The perfection of human life is possible
by the mercy of guru and Krsna.

krsna means “black.” In the sastra, the
scriptures, it is said that Krsna, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, appears
in the four yugas, or ages,in four differ-
ent colors:

asan varnas trayo hy asya
grhnato ‘nuyugam tanih

suklo raktas tatha pitah
idanim krsnatar gatah

“Your son Krsna appears as an in-
carnation in every millennium. In the
past He assumed three colors—white,
red, and yellow—and now He has ap-
peared in a blackish color.” This verse
was spoken by the learned brahmana
Gargamuni during Krsna’s name-
giving ceremony. In the Vedic culture,
as soon as a child is born his horoscope
is made and his past and future are
calculated. Today. because of poverty
and other reasons, practically no one
does this. But this is one of the sani-
skaras, or purilying rituals for human
life. At conception there is the garbha-
dhana samskara, while the child is with-
in the womb there is a samskara, and
so on. In this way a human body is
purified by ten kinds of sariskaras, or
purificatory methods.

It is said, janmana jayate Sadrah
samskarad bhaved dvija: “Everyone is
born a sudra, a member of the unpuri-
fied caste. but by samskara one be-
comes twice-born, or a brahmana.”

Everyone is born from a father and
a mother. Even cats and dogs have a
father and a mother. Any life you get,
there is a father and a mother. There-
fore the Prema-vivarta says:

janame janame sabe pita-mata paya
krsna guru nahi mile bhaja hari ei

“In every birth you'll get a father and a
mother. But in every birth you cannot
get Krsna or a bona fide spiritual mas-
ter.” The perfection of human life is
possible by the mercy of guru and
Krsna. And thatmercy can be achieved
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in the human form of life, not in the life
of cats and dogs.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is acting
as both guru and Krsna, or as the com-
bination of the two. Kaviraja Gosvami,
the author of Caitanya-caritamyta, first
offered his obeisances to Lord Caitanya
in the first verse of this chapter (agaty-
eka-gatirh natva . . .). After offering
obeisances to the Supreme Lord, “the
only hope for the hopeless.” now the
authoris again offering obeisances with
the second verse:jaya jaya mahaprabhu
sri-krsna-caitanya.

PRABHU AND
MAHAPRABHU

Nityananda Prabhu. Advaita Pra-
bhu—any Vaisnava, or devotee of
the Lord, is addressed as prabhu
("Lurd"‘or"mnsler“).ButSriCaiLanya
Mahaprabhu is Mahaprabhu, the
“topmost prabhu, the master prabhu.”
All others are servant prabhus. For
example, if you work in an office,
you may consider your immediate
boss your master. but he’s not the
master. The managing director or the
proprietor is master of the office.
But, still, those who work under him
—“sub-prabhus”—are also called
prabhu.

All Vaisnavas should be addressed
as “Prabhu.” That is the etiquette. But
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Mahaprabhu
because He's the greatest master.

ekale iSvara krsna ara saba bhrtya

| yare yaiche nacaya, se taiche kare nrtya

“Lord Krsna alone is the supreme con-
troller, and all others are His servants.
They dance as He makes them do so.”
We are simply dancing in the material
world, trying to be the master. Every-
one is trying. Everyone wants to ex-
ploit the resources of the material
nature, to become the master. That is
the struggle for existence. I am trying
to become the master, and you are

1998

trying to become the master,so there is
a clash. I challenge you, “Why should
you be the master?” And you chal-
lenge why I should be the master. That
is going on. That is the nature of the
material world. Butif we accept that we
are eternal servants and not the master.,
and that the master is Krspa or Sri
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, then our
problems are solved.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has
sung, jiv krsna dasa ei visvas korle to ar
duhkha nai: “If you just understand
that the spirit soulis the eternal servant
of Krsna, you will never have any more
sorrows.” That is the solution.

Everyone wants to become the mas-
ter, the prabhu. You can become pra-
bhu. That is not extraordinary. Some
way or other we are prabhus. Suppose
[ am a family man. [ am managing my
family. my wife, my children, my ser-
vants. my subordinates, so I may be
prabhu. In that sense I am a small pra-
bhu. Similarly, everyone is prabhu. But
thereis the supreme prabhu, the prabhu
of all prabhus. That Mahaprabhu is Sti
Krsna Caitanya. He’s Krsna.

Asitisstatedin the Brahma-sarithita:
isvarah paramah krsnah. Isvara means
“ruler” or “controller.” All of us are
more or less little controllers or rulers,
but not the absolute ruler. The abso-
lute ruler is Krsna. Similarly, the ab-
solute prabhu, master, is Sri Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

TAKING SHELTER
OF MAHAPRABHU

Tanhara caranasrita: Everyone is
prabhu, but when the prabhu takes
shelter of the lotus feet of the Maha-
prabhu, sei bada dhanya—the prabhu
becomes glorified. Don’t remain satis-
fied being a prabhu of your wife, chil-
dren, family, country, or this or that,
but try to become the servant of Maha-
prabhu. Tanhara caranasrita. When you
take shelter of the supreme prabhu,
Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, then



vour life is successlul. Sei bada dhanya:
you are glorified.

To become the servant of God, or
Mahaprabhu, is very prestigious. It is
not very easy to become the servant of
Krsna or Sri Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. Soif one agrees to become the
servant of the supreme prabhu, one’s
life is successful. Sei bada dhanya: he is
glorified.

The Vaisnava’s principle is to come
to the platform of eternal servitude—
not to become the master, but to be-
come servant of the master. That is
perfect philosophy. Gopi-bhartuh pada-
kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah. The
brahmana is thinking himself the mas-
ter of the ksatriya |warrior] or the vaisya
[merchant] or the sadra [laborer].
The sannyasi [renunciant] is thinking
himself the master of the vanaprastha
[retired person|, the grhastha [house-
holder|, or the brahmacari [celibate
student]. Similarly, the head of the
household is thinking himself the mas-
ter, and the ksatriya king is thinking
he’s the master. You are a master to
some extent, but if you accept Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu or SriKrsnaas your
master, vour life is successful. That is
the secret of success, as confirmed in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam:

atah pumbhir dvija-srestha
varnasrama-vibhagasah

svanusthitasya dharmasya
samsiddhir hari-tosanam

“The highest perfection one can achieve
by discharging the duties prescribed
for one’s own occupation according to
caste divisions and orders of life is to
please the Personality of Godhead.”
Arjuna was a ksatriya; his business was
to fight. Why was he fighting the Battle
ol Kuruksetra? To become the master
ol the kingdom. But he stayed eter-
nally the servant of Krsna. That is suc-
cess. Don’t be satisfied simply to be the
master of your material position. Try
to become the servant of the supreme:
then you are successful.

Our mastership is relative; under
certain conditions we become the mas-
ter. But Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is
the master without any conditions.
Namo maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-
pradaya te. Because He's the master,
He can distribute Krsna-prema, love of !

Krsna, very easily. Otherwise, Krsna-
prema is very difficult to attain. Even
understanding Krsna is very difficult.

manusyanan sahasresu
kascid yayati siddhaye

vatatam api siddhanam
kascin mam vetti tattvatah

Out of many millions of persons,
one may try to make his life successful,
and out of many such persons who
have become successful in understand-
ing their constitutional position, one
may understand Krsna. One may un-
derstand; there is no surety. Torunder-
stand Krsna is a very, very difficult job.

brahma-bhutah prasannatma
na Socati na kanksati

samah sarvesu bhiitesu
mad-bhaktim labhate param

To understand Krsna and to under-
stand the service of Krsna is very
exalted. One has to become brahma-
bhiitah, completely liberated. Then
one can understand how to render ser-
vice to Krsna, mad-bhaktim labhate
param. But this difficult subject matter
is given very easily by Sri Krsna Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. Therefore Ripa
Gosvami offered his first prayer to Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu:

namo maha-vadanyaya
krsna-prema-pradaya te

krsnayva krsna-caitanya-
namne gaura-tvise namah

“You are not only giving Krsna, but
You are giving Krsna-prema, love of
Krsna.” You may meet an exalted per-
son, but to have an intimate, loving
relationship with an exalted person is

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

r

Sri Abhirama Thakura

Disappearance Day: April 19

11 Abhirama Thakura was a great devotee and associate of Lord

Nityananda Prabhu. He was so learned in the scriptures and such
a powerful preacher that atheists would flee from him.

Sri Abhirama Thakura lived in the village of Khanakula

Krishnanagar, in what is now the Hooghly district of West Bengal.
Lord Krsna once told Abhirama Thakura in a dream that in a Deity
form He was buried in Khanakula Krishnanagar. The next day
Abhirama and other villagers excavated the Deity of Gopinatha and
established His worship.

According to the authoritative book Gauwra-ganoddesa-dipika,
which reveals the eternal identity of the associates of Lord Caitanya,
Sri Abhirama Thakura is the cowherd boy Sridhama in Lord Krsna's
pastimes. One day while absorbed in the mood of a cowherd boy.
Abhirama lifted a huge log. turned it into a flute, and played it.

Abhirama Thakura had a whip named Jaya Mangala.and anyone
he would touch with the whip would be filled with love for Krsna. One
notable beneficiary of the mercy of Abhirama and his whip was the
great devotee Srinivasa Acarya.

When Lord Caitanya was residing at Jagannatha Puri, in Orissa,
He ordered Lord Nityananda to spread Krsna consciousness in
Bengal, and He sent Abhirama Thakura and Gadadhara Dasa with
Him.

A great festival is held in Khanakula Krishnanagar each year on
the disappearance day of Sri Abhirama Thakura.

(Full calendar on page 63.)
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We accept Sri Caitanya Mahaprabbu as God
on the authority of scripture and the acaryas,
our predecessor spiritual masters.

not very easy. But Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu distributed love of Krsna to
anyone. That is Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s contribution to human soci-
ety. If you simply come under the lotus
feet of Sri Krsna Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, then love of Krsna is very eas-
ily achieved. To come under the lotus
feetof Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu
means you have Krsna. That is the
verdict of the scripture and Caitanya-
caritamrta. Krsna, Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, does not give anything else.
He directly gives you Krsna and love
of Krsna.

GLORIOUS
NAVADVIPA

To award this greatest benediction
to human society, Caitanya Maha-
prabhu took sannyasa, the renounced
order of life, at the age of twenty-four
in this land of Mayapur, Navadvipa.
It is a very glorified place. It is not an
ordinary place. The Vaisnava devotee
and poet Narottama Dasa Thakura
says, gauda mandala bhiimi, yeba jane
cintamani tara hoy vrajabhiime vasa.
“Anyone who understands the spiri-
tual value of Navadvipa lives in Vraja-
bhumi, Vrndavana—Lord Krsna's
land.” There is no difference between
Vrndavana and Navadvipa, or Gauda-

mandala-bhumi. That is the verdict of

the sastra.

Read Narottama Dasa Thakura’s
Prarthana and Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura’s Prarthanda. They are very, very
valuable for advancement in spiritual
understanding—especially Narottama
Dasa Thakura’s Prarthana. By reading

them, by understanding them, we can |

understand Krsna very easily. Other-
wise, it -is very, very difficult to under-
stand Krsna. Big, big scholars, big, big
sannyasis—they cannot understand

Krsna. They think Krsna is like us— |

-a very great man, a politician, a histor-
ical person. Or they think of Krsna as
a debauchee because He associated
with the gopis, the cowherd girls, or
because He married sixteen thousand
wives.

We shall be misled in understand-
ing Krsna if we try to do so by our own
knowledge. We have to accept Krsna
through Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
AndSri Caitanya Mahaprabhu advises
everyone:
amara ajiaya guru handa tara’ ei desa
vare dekha tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa

“Instruct everyone to follow the or-
ders of Lord Sri Krsna as they are giv-
en in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam. In this way become a
spiritual master and try to liberate
everyone in this land.” Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhuis Krsna Himself. Because
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came as a

human being, people have misunder- |

stood Him to be a human being. But
He’s not human being; He’s the master
of the human beings.

Because we are part and parcel of
Krsna, Krsna very kindly comes when
we are distressed because of violat-
ing the laws of religion. Yada yada
hi dharmasya glanir bhavati. Dhar-
masya glani means “deviation from
the path of religion.” And what is reli-
gion? Dharmam tu saksad bhagavat-
pranitam. Religion means the laws
of God. That is the simple definition
of religion. The rules and regulations
given by the Lord are called religion,
just as the rules and regulations given
by the state are called law. You can-
not manufacture law. Similarly, you
cannot manufacture dharma. Nowa-
days, in this Kali-yuga, rascals manu-
facture religion. But who cares for
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that religion? Or what will be the
benefit of such religion? There will be
no benefit.

Today, so-called religious leaders
even claim to be God. But Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu never manufactured reli-
gion, and to set the example He never
said, “I am Krsna.” Rather, when He
wasin Vrndavanasome of the devotees
praised Him: “You are Krsna.” He
blocked His ears: “No, no. Don’t say
that,” indicating that to claim to be-
come God or Krsna is the highest type
of rascaldom.

Some Mayavadis, or impersonalists,
claim, “Everyone is God. | am God,
you are God.” They are all rascals. We
do not accept such cheap “Gods.” No.
We accept Krsna. And we accept Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu as God on the
authority of $astra and the acaryas,
our predecessor spiritual masters. We
follow in the footsteps of the acaryas.
Ripa Gosvami says, krsnaya krsna-
caitanya-namne: “Sir, You are Krsna.
You have come under the name of
Krsna Caitanya. You are so magnani-
mous that You are distributing love of
Krsna.”

Without being Krsna, how can one
distribute Krsna? Without being a mil-
lionaire, how can one distribute mil-
lions of dollars? Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu is so magnanimous that
He is distributing Krsna. So take shel-
ter of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

You have come from distant places.
You have spent much money to come
here. Take advantage of this journey
and chant sri-krsna-caitanya prabhu-
nityananda sri-advaita gadadhara
Srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda. Then
you'll get Krsna, surely. This land is
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s birthplace.
Anyone who takes shelter of Sri Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is glorified.

Thank you very much.



SA RVABHAUMA Bhattacarya had
been a famous logician and teacher
of the impersonal path, and his con-
version to Vaisnavism is chronicled in
several chapters of the Caitanya-
caritamrta. It is said of Sarvabhauma
after his conversion, “He did not
know anything but the service of the
Lord, and he always chanted the holy
name of Sri Krsna Caitanya. ...
Indeed, chanting the holy names
became his meditation.”

Meditation is the seventh stage in
the eightfold mystic yoga system by
which one gradually learns to sit still,
control the breath, withdraw the
senses from the world, fix the mind
on one point, and eventually attain
full concentration on the object of
meditation. Sarvabhauma Bhatt-
acarya attained that stage by concen-
trating on the Lord’s holy names.

In Western countries, “medita-
tion” has become a buzzword. In the
1960s the only meditation that people
discussed was “Transcendental Medi-
tation,” by which one could purchase
a mantra and meditate on it twice a
day. Now many other forms of medi-
tation and “mindfulness™ are popular
both in Christian and non-Christian
traditions. People meditate for a
short time each day to relieve stress
and augment health. Srila Prabhu-
pada said that serious yoga practice
aimed at a spiritual goal is far too
difficult in this age of distraction.
Real meditation is full time.

For those who chant the holy
names, hearing japa (private chanting
on beads) described as “meditation™
may sound distasteful when consid-
ered alongside the other processes
practiced these days, but japa is
meditation, and to achieve the result
we must do it with attention.

Meditation involves controlling

Japa as Meditation

by Satsvaripa Dasa Goswami

the mind, and that’s difficult, as any-
one who has tried to chant realizes
quickly. Therefore, we sometimes
wonder whether it is necessary or
helpful to study meditation tech-
niques and bring them into our own
practice.

Srila Prabhupada didn’t think so.
Whenever devotees asked him how
to concentrate on the holy name, he
responded simply: “Just hear.”

“But what about my mind?”

“Just hear.”

Prabhupada knew that by chant-
ing we would learn how to chant; the
holy name itself would teach us. The
Bhagavad-gita assigns the path:
“From wherever the mind wanders
due to its flickering and unsteady
nature, one must certainly withdraw
it and bring it back under the control
of the self.”

Therefore, in the name of disinter-
est in other forms of meditation, we
shouldn’t abandon the practices com-
mon to all forms. We should begin
our daily japa by calming the mind.
We should chant our rounds (of
beads) in a sacred space and control
the breath by the chanting. We
should fix the mind on the syllables
of the holy name. We should main-
tain good posture. In the early days
at 26 Second Avenue in New York
City, we would sit slouched over as
Srila Prabhupada gave his morning
class. Once he stopped his lecture
and asked us to sit straight. Although
bhakti-yoga does not involve sitting
postures and breathing exercises. he
said, it is still yoga.

With the aid of these basic compo-
nents of meditation, we can learn to
become prayerful in our approach to
the holy name. Sarvabhauma Bhatt-
acarya was able to chant with no

| other thought than the name and
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Lessons from the Road

Lord Caitanya’s mercy.

Our biggest obstacles to chanting
are indifference to the holy name and
distraction. Bhaktivinoda Thakura
addresses these points in his Hari-
nama Cintamani, suggesting that we
chant in the company of devotees
focused on the holy name. By learn-
ing to emulate their mood, we will
learn to concentrate. He also sug-
gests we chant in a secluded place.
By accepting the discipline of a vow
to chant, we will be forced to fix our
attention. Gradually we will move
from an hour spent chanting to two
hours to four hours, and eventually
we will chant constantly.

And enthusiasm is vital. Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura states: “Those who
chant distractedly are always eager to
somehow complete the fixed number
of holy names and be done with it. It
is important to concentrate on the
quality of the chanting and not on
trying to artificially increase the
number of holy names.”

He adds that we should utter and
hear the name distinctly. It is only
by the Lord’s mercy that distraction
can be overcome. “Therefore it is
essential to fervently beg for the
Lord’s grace with great humility. This
is the living entity’s only means of
salvation.”

Ultimately, our success in chanting
will come from Krsna’s mercy, but
while awaiting that mercy, we can
continue to chant with enthusiasm and
concentration and, as far as we are
able, make the holy name the central
focus of our lives.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of many books, including a six-volume
biography of Srila Prabhupada.
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COOKING CLASS—LESSON 34

W [ILE BENGALI MILK sweets
such as sandesa and rasgulla are
made with chenna cheese (milk
curds), milk sweets of northern India
are made with khoa, milk boiled
down to a fudgelike consistency. Add
sugar to khoa, and you have classic
plain burfi. Other enduring varieties

of burfi are almond, cashew, pistachio,

coconut, squash, and carrot.

Today, most burfi found in Indian
sweet shops is not made with true
khoa, but with quick or instant mock
khoa made by blending powdered
milk with water, milk, or cream. Burfi
made like this may look like the real
thing, but its taste and texture fall far
short.

In home kitchens, the ratio of
sugar to khoa in burfi varies from
region to region. The recipes in the
class textbook, Lord Krishna's
Cuisine, call for a small amount of
sugar, showcasing the caramelized
lactose sugars that intensify in flavor
as the milk is reduced to a fudge.
Add more as you please.

Pera

In the late 1960s, pera was one of
the first sweets in the burfi family
Srila Prabhupada taught his disciples

| to make. In 1969 he taught a few of

us how to make a Vrndavana sweet
called Vrndavana Pera—melt-in-your-
mouth milk-fudge balls rolled in
sugar crystals. The recipe for it is on
page 628 in the class textbook.

[f you are following this cooking-
class series, make a few batches of
peras using different types of sugar,
such as fructose, Sucanat, brown
sugar, date sugar, turbinado sugar,
Florida Crystals, maple sugar crystals,
or a local sugar used in your part of
the world. Find the types you most
want to use in the service of Lord
Krsna.

Kitchen Practice

To cook down milk to make khoa,
the basis of burfi, takes time. So while
making khoa, concentrate on the holy
name. Listen to a tape of Krsna con-
scious music or discourse. Watch the
milk as it boils, and listen to the whis-
per of sound it makes in different
stages of reduction. Relish the cook-
ing, and think of pleasing the senses
of the Lord. Think purity, quality, and
cleanliness.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord

Hare Krishna Wovrld

Get connected to our dynamic worldwide movement. Exciting news,

information, marketplace, and Krsna conscious opportunities. [Hare
Krishna World is bimonthly: U.S., $23 for First Class mail, $13 for
Third Class; outside the U.S.,$26. For subscriptions, ads, bulk orders,
and news submissions, please write HKW at P. O. Box 238, Alachua,
FL 32616-0238, USA. Phone: (904) 462-5054.
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Lord Krsna’s (uisine

The Burfi Family—Milk Fudges

by Yamuna Devi

Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna's

Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times.
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DOUBLE-GINGER PERA

(Makes 1 dozen pieces)

1-inch piece fresh ginger,
scraped

3 cups milk

24 cups (600 ml) cream

1'% tablespoons (22 ml)
minced stem ginger or
minced candied ginger

% cup (160 ml) sugar,
preferably unrefined

Finely grate the ginger, taking
care to collect all of the liquid
and fibers in a bowl. Transfer
both the liquid and the fibers
to a piece of cotton and wring
out into a bow! as much ginger
juice as possible.

Pour the milk and cream
into a large nonstick pan and
place over high heat. Stirring
constantly, bring to a boil and
cook until the milk and cream
are reduced to a thick cream
sauce. Add the ginger juice,
the stem or candied ginger,
and the sugar. Reduce the heat
to moderate.

Stirring constantly, cook
until the mass pulls away from
the sides of the pan and holds
its shape. Transfer to another
pan or a tray and cool to room
temperature. Divide into 12
pieces, roll into balls, and offer
to Lord Krishna.




HERE ARE SOME experiences and
realizations of devotees who give
people Krsna consciousness by giving
them books by Srila Prabhupada and
his followers.

Death Wish Stopped 1

Once I was distributing Srila
Prabhupéda’s books in a small city in
Belgium, and I met a woman who
listened very emotionally as I showed
her a book. She told me she didn’t
need the book, because she had just
bought some pills in the pharmacy
(she showed them to me) and was on
her way home to take them all at
once and end her life.

Shocked, I asked her why. She
said her husband had died and she
couldn’t live without him. I told her
about reincarnation, and I explained
that committing suicide would not
solve her problems. I said that this
knowledge was in Srila Prabhupada’s
books and they would be a great help
and shelter for her.

She decided to read the book
before taking the pills and asked me
to come to her house so that she
could pay for the book. After she had
invited me to sit down, we started a
conversation. She showed me
photographs of her husband, and to
my amazement | came across some
pictures of she and her husband
visiting Radhadesh [the main Hare
Krsna center in Belgium] during a
marriage ceremony.

I said, “Hey! That’s where I live!
And the girl getting married there is
my friend. and she’s also here in town
right now.”

I went to get my devotee [riend.
As we spoke with the woman, she
gradually became more and more
enthusiastic and bought all five books
we had with us. She promised us she

Solace for All

compiled by Navina Nirada Dasa

was going to throw the pills away,
read the books thoroughly, and keep
contact with the devotees.

She kept her promise. Now she
often visits the temple, and she opens
her house for any devotee who wants
to stay overnight or distribute books
from there.

Haraprana Devi Dasi
Radhadesh, Belgium

Pleasant Dreams

I met a woman in Dingolfing,
Germany, who at first wasn’t inter-
ested in the books but then revealed
she was very disturbed because
her husband had recently died. I
showed her a copy of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Second Chance. After look-
ing at the cover, she became thought-
ful and looked at me, pondering
whether or not she should tell me
her problem.

She told me that her husband had
been very cruel but she was such a
faithful wife that even when he
became terminally ill she nursed him
until death. After his death she
started having terrible dreams and
then visions. She was regularly
terrorized by his ghost. She had
never believed in ghosts, but now she
knew they exist.

I gave her three big books, and
since we were right next to my van, |
also gave her a copy of Reincarna-
tion, a German book by Raja-vidya
Dasa.

About a year later I met her at the
same shopping center. She told me

| she had become convinced by the
| books and when she started reading

them in her room, her husband

| stopped visiting.

She was very grateful, only
lamenting that since reading the
books, she could no longer relate to

Book Distribution

her mundane friends and their trivial
talks in the workplace.
Bhaktavatsala Dasa
Nava-jiyada-nrsimha-ksetra,
Germany

Joyful Reunion

A few years ago in Norway [
approached a woman in a parked car.
She rolled down the window, and I
handed her a book. On seeing the
book, her face lit up and tears came
to her eyes. She was so emotional she
couldn’t speak for a few moments but
just swayed back and forth.

She then told me that twenty
years ago she and her son had seen a
group of devotees chanting in San
Francisco. She was captured by the
rhythms and the atmosphere of the
chanting party, and without wanting
to, she started to dance to the beat
and couldn’t stop.

Her son tried to stop her. “Ma,
what are you doing?”

After a while a devotee went over
to her and gave her a book. Now, on
meeting me and seeing the same type
of book she’d received twenty years

| ago, she felt the same ecstasy again.

As she was relating the story, she
demonstrated the dancing. She
bought two more books, and I went
away thinking, “When will the day
come when I will appreciate Srila
Prabhupada’s books as she has—with
joyful tears coming to my eyes upon
receiving such a treasure.”

Tapasa Dasa

Stockholm

Navina Nirada Dasa, a disciple of

| Harikesa Swami, has been a leading
| book distributor for many years. He

heads ISKCON's book distribution
ministry and travels worldwide to
train and inspire book distributors.
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HOLIDAYS! A break from routine,
a special mark on the calendar, a day
that can absorb a child’s mind for
weeks or more beforehand. Holidays
connected with Lord Krsna help chil-
dren become absorbed in pleasing
Him. The calendar of the Hare Krsna
movement overflows with days to
celebrate. Major festivals commemo-
rate the divine birth, or appearance,
of Krsna and His incarnations. Other
festivals celebrate Krsna’s pastimes
and the anniversaries of the appear-
ance and passing of pure devotees of
the Lord.

Unfortunately, we might neglect to
take full advantage of the intense
spiritual effect Krsna conscious holi-
days can have on a child’s life. On
minor festival days, the occasion may
pass by unnoticed, or there may be
only a scriptural reading geared to an
adult audience. Adults may even plan
events mostly for adults. Children
come to the adult gathering, but they
simply learn that a holiday means
being bored, or running and playing
wildly.

How can our children find the
spiritual highlights of their lives in ‘

festivals?

PLAYS: Putting on a play about the
holiday is exciting for children. They
love rehearsing, dressing up, and
getting on stage. And they love pleas-
ing the adults, who enjoy the plays in
spite of (and to some extent because
of) the imperfections. Older children |
can spend many weeks striving for
professional results. They can also
write or adapt a script, buy costumes
and make-up, create the soundtrack,
and so on.

Children can also prepare a dra-
matic reading related to the holiday.
Such readings require far less work

§chooling Krsna’s Children

Spiritual Holidays

by Urmila Devi Dasi

for the adults directing the show, and
absorb the children’s minds almost as
much as a full production.
PROJECTS: Every year at the
Govardhana Paja festival, honoring
Lord Krsna’s lifting of Govardhana

Hill, our students make a small hill of

papier maché over wire and balloons.
We paint it and decorate it with
plants, streams, pools, plastic or clay
animals, and so on. (We make the
pools from mirrors and the streams
from tinsel over tin foil). One year, to
celebrate Rathayatra each student
made his or her own cart from a shoe
box and cardboard. We’ve also made
dioramas inside boxes. A simple one-
or two-day project: writing about the
festival and then mounting and
decorating the poem or essay.
GAMES: To celebrate the appear-
ance of Lord Varaha, the Lord as a
giant boar who lifted the earth with
His tusks, the children play “stick the
earth on Varaha'’s tusks.” Some years
we have groups of students make a
picture of Varaha and the earth and
then play the game with the best

| picture. Last year our grown daugh-

ter drew Varaha, and the students
competed for the best earth drawing,.

Then, blindfolded, each of us tried to

tape the earth as close as possible to
the tips of the Lord’s tusks. A simple
prize awaited the winner.
KIRTANAS: Children love singing
“Sita-Rama” on Lord Rama’s
appearance day, or whatever songs
and prayers relate to the incarnation

| or event we are celebrating. Some-

times we make copies of a song in
Devanagari, the original Sanskrit
alphabet, to have the children prac-
tice their Sanskrit while they learn
the prayer.

STORIES: What is more fun for a
child than a story? But so often we
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adults just read, without expression
or explanation, from a book written
for adults. If we dramatize a little,
have lively questions and answers,
and concentrate on the story line,
children will be entranced. Today we
also have many Krsna conscious
stories on audio and video tape.
CHILDREN HELPING ADULTS:
Children can decorate the temple,
help with cooking a feast, and do
extra cleaning at home or at the
temple. If they worship a Deity of
the Lord, they can make Him a spe-
cial flower garland or a new outfit,
or decorate His altar with flowers.
Older children can help in many
ways at the temple.
FASTING: Fasting may not sound
like fun for a child, but most chil-
dren delight in performing some
austerity for Krsna. Many festival
days call for fasting, either until
noon or the evening. [ generally ask
children under age seven to eat,
even if they want to fast. [ encour-
age children over ten to try the fast,
and I have prasadam available if
they can’t stick to it. Children
remember with fondness the first
Janmastami they fasted until
midnight.
GENERAL MOOD: We can find
many more ways to include children
in holidays. The real key is the mood
of the adults. We need to remember
that celebrating the glory of the
Lord is for children too.

In the next issue, we'll look at
celebrating secular holidays.

Urmila Devi Dasi and her family
run a school in North Carolina.

She is the major author and compiler
of Vaikuntha Children, a guide to
Krsna conscious education for
children.




MAINE YANKEE, our state’s
nuclear power plant, is going to shut
down. Unsafe, they say.

Thirty or forty years ago harness-
ing “the peaceful power of the atom™
was the promise of the future.
Promoters claimed, “Nuclear power’s
going to be so cheap they won’t even
have to bill you for it.” But thirty
years later the dream is over. We're
not independent; we've been depen-
dent on Maine Yankee. Cheap
electricity? You call a $200-a-month
electricity bill—for an apartment—
cheap? And clean? Luckily, they're
shutting down the plant before we
have a Chernobyl-style meltdown.
Now all we have to worry about is
thousands of years of radioactive
wasle.

It wasn’t supposed to be like this.
Somehow our great breakthroughs in
energy technology always end up
causing unexpected trouble. Take
petroleum. It was supposed to
provide cheap, reliable energy. But
then we discovered that supplies
were limited and those who con-
trolled the supplies raised prices.

Our solution: develop other
sources of petroleum. Experts have
determined that Azerbaijan has
enough oil to meet the entire energy
needs of the United States for thirty
years or more. So now we have no
more problems with our petroleum
supply—or do we?

For starters, what about shipping
it? The New York Times (September
21,1997) says, “Depending on where
the lines are laid, power over the
West's energy supply may fall to
Chechen rebels, irredentist Arme-
nians, government-connected cliques
of Russian or Turkish gangsters,
Iranian mullahs, Kurdish guerrillas or
mercurial chieftains of the Avars,

The Land, the Cows, and Krsna

Lezgins, Swanetians and other

Caucasian ethnic groups that nurse
| ancient grievances of which the
outside world knows almost nothing.”

It’s a front-page article subtitled
“Pipe Dreams.”

In fact our plans to live luxuri-
ously on cheap energy are pipe
dreams. fantasies. They are like
movies—only you could never sell a
movie with a plot like that to any
Hollywood director. “Too compli-
cated. No one would believe it. The
script is too complex.” But there it is,
too complicated or not.

The scriptwriter is Maya Devi, the
embodiment of the Lord’s external
energy. She controls all material acti-
vities, and she’s a great artist. Some
artists use many themes in their
work. Others present the same theme
again and again in an endless variety
of ways. That’s what Maya does. Her
theme: You can try to enjoy in this
world, but you can’t win. There will
always be a snare. Better to give up
trying and surrender to Krsna.

Our technical solutions come and
go. but Maya always writes her script
on the same basic plot line: First
comes great hope for material prog-
ress. That develops for some time at
the cost of immense energy and
struggle. Finally the “progress”
breaks down, causing great distress.
If you know the basic script. seeing
what’s going to happen next is
easy.

Maya’s plots are always the same.
Take the latest energy solution: fuel
cells. Clean energy, no problem.
Hydrogen and oxygen unite creating
energy. Byproduct: water. So. no
problem, right? But where do we get
the ingredients? We can get oxygen
from the air, but hydrogen must be
“reformed” from another substance.

Maya Writes the Script

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

[t turns out the most practical
substance for the base fuel is
gasoline. “We already have gasoline
everywhere,” said scientist Matthew
L. Wald. “If you can actually reform
gasoline, to give you hydrogen, that
would be ideal. The infrastructure is
already there.” And where will the
petroleum for gasoline come from?

| Try Azerbaijan. You can chalk out

the rest of the plot.

Srila Prabhupada explains it in a
nutshell: *We are trying to exploit
the resources of material nature, but
actually we are becoming more and
more entangled in her complexities.
Therefore, although we are engaged
in a hard struggle to conquer nature,
we are ever more dependent on her.”

Isn’t there any way out of this?

Srila Prabhupada explains that,
too, “This illusory struggle against
material nature can be stopped at
once by revival of our eternal Krsna
consciousness.” Krsna consciousness
means acting in harmony with
Krsna’s plan. Krsna's arrangement
for human beings is simple living and
high thinking. He has given us the
bull to provide transportation and to
help us produce our food so that our
spiritual life does not have to be dis-
tracted by worrying about interna-
tional trade relations or high-level
politics.

So it’s really our choice. Should
society start taking steps towards
simple living and high thinking, or
should we keep on the path of
complicated living and low thinking?
Should we try to mold our lives to
Krsna’s plan, or should we keep
letting Maya write the script?

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, is co-editor of
the newsletter Hare Krsna Rural Life.
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NEAR D
WHILE OUT

Devotees are ready
to take risks to assist the
Lord in His mission.

by Locanananda Dasa

LL GLORIES TO Sr1 Krsna sarkir-
tana, the chanting of the holy
names of the Lord,” Yajna Pu-
rusa Dasa and [ recite as the D train
makes its way toward midtown Man-
hattan. “Sankirtana cleanses the heart
of all the dust accumulated for
yeansha
We're leading a party of twenty-five
enthusiastic devotees to Fifth Avenue,
where Lord Jagannatha's Rathayatra
parade will take place in justa few days.
More and more devotees have been
arriving daily from all over the country
to attend the festival, and our kirtana
party is becoming more powerful and
impressive. Jaded New Yorkers who
have “seen it all” cannot help but no-
tice our ecstatic chanting and dancing.
The holy name is entering their hearts.
[ joined the Krsna consciousness
movement in Paris, France, in 1970,
and from the beginning [ loved street
sankirtana—going out with devotees
to chant in public. Being in our early
twenties,we could gooutall day long to
chant, dance, and tell others about
Krsna, without feeling the least bit tired.
Our enthusiasm for sankirtana was ir-
repressible, and when we tasted the - : &
sweetness of the holy name, we knew Locanananda Dasa leads the chanting at a New York City Rathayatra parade.
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we'd been favored by Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Most important, by per-
forming this vajiia, or sacrifice, despite
adversity, we were assisting our spiri-
tual master, Srila Prabhupada, in his
mission to spread Krsna consciousness
throughout the world.
Now,twenty-seven years later,we're
out for street sankirtana in America.
As our chanting party rises out of the
subway into the midday sun, we form

two lines before heading to the front of

the public library at 42nd Street and
Fifth Avenue. Despite the ninety-de-
gree heat, we dance with abandon and
loudly chant the Hare Krsna mantra
for all to hear.

After about an hour, a policeman
tells us we've been chanting in a “quiet
zone” (in midtown Manhattan?) and
should move up the street. So we head
north across42nd Street. [t'smy turn to
pass out books, and I decide to first get
adrink at the water fountain in Bryant
Park, next to the library.

My thirst quenched, [ start to rejoin
the devotees, buta businessman seated
in the park on a green folding chair
calls me over. He asks some philo-
sophical questions, and I'm happy to
answer from what I've learned from
Srila Prabhupada’s books.

Suddenly, I'm feeling sick, light-
headed. Fearing I might have heat
stroke, I excuse mysell from our con-
versation. The businessman offers me
his chair, accepts a booklet on the
teachings of Prahlada Maharaja and
an invitation to Rathayatra, and then

“I'm clutching my
beads, chanting
Hare Krsna to
myself, and wish-
ing that by Krsna’s
grace some devotee
might come by and
help me out.”

leaves the park.
Isitdown,but there’s norelief. Soon

[’'m kneeling on the pavement trying to |

get comfortable. 1 don’t have the
strength or balance to rise to my feet.

Now I'm lying on the stone, and a
policeman orders me to lie on the grass
like everyone else. I stumble over to
the wide lawn, but the sun makes me
feel worse, so [ move over to a shaded

area and lie down on some matted |

vines. It's cool, and I start to feel a little
better,but within amoment a gardener
rushes over to me holding a sign he has
pulled from the ground. It reads, “Do
Not Lie on the Vines.”

Another policeman comes over to
order me off the vines and onto a
bench. I comply, and a sympathetic
woman offers me something to drink,
assuming I might be diabetic. I thank
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her with a Prahlada pamphlet.

Now I'm feeling so alarmingly bad.
I ask someone to have the policeman
call an ambulance. Disgusted as I liec on
the stone path amid cigarette butts and
other filth, I begin to think of the
sankirtana party, wondering il they will
soon return this way. I hope to hear the
sound of cymbals at any moment.

Several policemen are standing
around me now. I'm clutching my beads,
chanting Hare Krsna to myself. and
wishing that by Krsna’s grace some
devotee might come by and help me
out.

[ overhear a conversation between
a policemen and a passerby:

“Do you know this person?”

“Yes. He's from our temple.”

“Where’s your temple?”

“At 305 Schermerhorn Street in
Brooklyn.”

[look up and see a devotee standing
over me. ['ve never seen him before.
He just happened to be passing through
the park.

“Are youleaving yourbody or some-
thing?” he asks.“The best thing to do is
just chant Hare Krsna.”

Introducing himself as Indranuja
Dasa, he sits next to me, and we chant
together, waiting for the ambulance to
arrive.

[ think,"Krsnaissokind that He has
sent this nice devotee to help me pre-
pare to go back to Godhead.”

But then my material attachments
startto hitme.”If I'mleaving my body.”
[ think, “I'll be losing the association
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of my friends and family.”

Anxiously, I begin to consider the
pastime of Bharata Maharaja, whose
path back to Godhead was blocked by
his attachment to a deer, which he re-
membered affectionately at the time of
death.

“If death is taking me now,” I think,
“I have to fix my mind on Radha and
Krsna.”

I picture the temple’s Radha-Krsna
Deities wearing a beautiful red and
black outfit with jewels and gold trim.
As I remember Krsna in this way, tears
fill my eyes. My life is now completely
in Krsna’s hands, and if Krsna desires,
I can leave my body at any moment.

THE DIAGNOSIS

The ambulance finally arrives, and
Indranuja comes with me to the hospi-
tal. The doctors and nurses all want to
know why a man my age is chanting
and dancing on Fifth Avenue. I tell
them Lord Caitanya wants us to spread
love of God in this way.

“You’re having a heart attack,” one
of the doctors says.“It runsin your fam-
ily, but if you agree we can perform a

procedure right now to save your life.”

As they describe the details of cath-
eterization and angioplasty, Indranuja
Prabhu passes out. With no time to
waste, [ sign the release. I'm quickly
wheeledinto the operatingroom, where
the procedure is to be performed.

In angioplasty, a probe enters the
coronary arteries and chambers of the
heart, releasing dyes that can be moni-
tored on a TV screen. As expert as the
doctors at Bellevue Hospital are, they
have no information about the invis-
ible soul residing in the region of the
heart. Their knowledge is limited to
auricles and ventricles.

Forced to lie motionless on my back
for more than two hours, I softly chant
the maha-mantra on my beads. At one
point the pain in my chest is so excruci-
ating that a nurse has to give me a
massive dose of morphine just so I can
breathe. I feel like I'm having a second
heartattack right on the operating table.

By the time I'm on a bed in the
intensive care unit, I realize that not
only did I not go back to Godhead, but

mmstead I'm forced to endure a severe |

karmic reaction for some sinful activ-
ity. Or perhaps it’s Krsna’s mercy to

Gita Nagari Institute

JUNE 18-21, 1998
at ISKCON's Gita Nagari Farm in Port Royal, Pennsylvania, USA

Courses and instructors:

Sri Bralma-sarnhita — Bhakti Caitanya Swami
College Qutreach — Bhakti Raghava Swami
Sex and the Leadership Crisis — Bhakti Tirtha Swami
Vaisnava Etiguette — Romapada Swami
Sri [sopanisad — Kamalini Devi Dasi
Science and Nescience: Presentations for a University Audienc — Anurag Mittal
Selected Verses from Srimad-Bhagavatam — Partha Sarathi Dasa
Topics from Srimad-Bhagavatam— Ravindra Svariipa Dasa

Fees:
For those who register by April 15, $70. All others. $80. Discounts for
temple groups. For information call Krsna-lila Devi Dasi at (212) 353-1464.

Also:
GITA NAGARI RETREATS FOR 1998

April 10-12 (Easter Weekend)
May 23-25 (Memorial Day Weekend)
September 5-7 (Labor Day Weekend)
November 27-29 (Thanksgiving Weekend)
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make me more serious about spiritual
life. Either way, I'm determined to get
back tospreading Krsna consciousness
as soon as I'm well enough. I want to
continue to fulfill the order of my spiri-
tual master to chant, dance, become
purified, and engage others in the
sankirtana movement, which is meant
to uplift all of human society.

SURE DESTINATION

Lord Caitanya predicted that the
Hare Krsna mantra would be chanted
in every town and village in the world.
Echoing that prediction, Srila Prabhu-
padahas written,“In all the cities,towns,
and villages on the earth, from all the
oceans, seas, rivers, and streams, every-
one will chant the holy name of Krsna.”
In a mood of pure devotion Srila
Prabhupada prayed to the lotus feet of
the Lord: “As the vast mercy of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu conquers all
directions, a flood of transcendental
ecstasy will certainly cover the land.
When all the sinful, miserable living
entities become happy, the Vaisnavas’
desire is then fulfilled.”

The more one is dedicated to the
sankirtana movement, the more one
may be called upon to take risks for the
mission of the spiritual master. One
may even have to put one’s very life on
the line. Being prepared to sacrifice
everything to spread Krsna conscious-
ness guarantees that at the moment of
death we will go back home, back to
Godhead.We don'thave toworry about
our next destination. By Krsna's ar-
rangement we’ll give up our useless
material bodies under the most auspi-
cious conditions and return to the spiri-
tual world. Not forgetting the service
we have rendered to Him in this life-
time, the Lord will enter our minds to
steady our meditation on His lotus feet
and draw us into the eternally blissful
association of pure devotees engaged
in His loving service. When we take
every opportunity tospread Krsna con-
sciousness and discuss topics of Krsna,
we will never have to fear coming back
to this temporary world of flickering
happiness. &

| Locanananda Dasa regularly leads out
chanting partiesin New York City, where
he has been living since 1982.



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

“We fAre Offering, ‘Here Is God.””

During a morning walk in Los Angeles on June 25, 1975, His

Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami speaks on the |

value of Krsna consciousness with Dr. J. Stillson Judah, then
of the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California.

Srila Prabhupada: Neither the theosophist nor the theologian
has a clear idea of God. Do you agree?

Dr. Judah: I would make a distinction between knowing
God and knowing about God. There is knowledge about
God in various books, but one does not know God unless
one somehow experiences God. I feel that this is the one
thing the bhakti movement of Sri Caitanya has done: it
has allowed its devotees to experience God, to know Him
personally in a way that changes their lives.

Srila Prabhupada: That is the Vedic civilization.

Dr. Judah: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Na te viduh svartha-gatir hi visnum. Ma-
terialistic persons do not know Visnu, or God, nor do they
know that the ultimate goal of life is to know Visnu. That
knowledge is essential to human life. But it is missing. Peo-
ple donot care to know the ultimate goal of human life. That
is their defect. Nobody cares to know, especially in this age.

So that is the defeat of human civilization. They have come

to the human form of life. Now they must know what God

is. Otherwise, it is defeat.

Dr. Judah: That’s true.

Srila Prabhupada: The opportunity is given by nature,which

grants the human being good consciousness to know God,

Visnu. Now, practically, especially in the Western world,

no one can say what is God.

Dr. Judah: That is quite true.

Srila Prabhupada: So, if we are offering, “Here is God,”

why do they not accept? What is the objection?

Dr. Judah: I think the great problem in the Western world is

that it has always been involved in materialism.

Srila Prabhupada: That means the people don’t want to

know God. That is a very horrible condition.

Dr. Judah: That’s true.

Srila Prabhupada: Not only horrible—itis the animals’ con-

dition. People who do not want to know God are just like

the animals. Animals are uninterested in God. They have no

church or temple. But in the human society, whether one is

Hindu or Muslim or Christian, there is some arrangement
(please turn to page 60)
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e
It’s available to everyone,
it’s simple and joyful to perform,
and it works.

by Prabhupadacarya Dasa

HE VEDIC scriptures prescribe foreach

age a particular religious practice by

which people can attain the goal of life—
love of God, or pure Krsna consciousness. The
religious process for each age suits the re-
sources and capabilities of the people of that
age. Each age, or yuga, lasts hundreds of thou-
sands of years,and we are now in the last of the
cycle of four ages. The prescribed religion for
the first age (Satya-yuga) was meditation, for
the second (Treta-yuga) performance of sacri-
fice, and for the third (Dvapara-yuga) elabo-
rate worship of the Deity in the temple. The
prescribed religion for the present age, known
as Kali-yuga (“the Age of Quarrel”), is the
chanting of the holy names of the Lord. The
Brhan-naradiya Purana (3.28.126) states:

harer nama hare nama
harer nama eva kevalam

kalau nasty eva nasty eva
nasty eva gatir anyathda

“In the age of Kali the only means of deliver-
ance is to chant the holy name of the Lord,
chant the holy name of the Lord, chant the
holy name of the Lord. There is no other way.
There is no other way. There is no other way.”

FOR EVERYONE
IN ALL AGES

Although all the religious processes men-
tioned in the Vedas are authorized, having
been given by the Lord Himself, only one—
harinama-sankirtana,” the chanting of the
holy names of the Lord—is effective for ev-
eryone at all times and places. People have

*Hari is a name for God, nama means “name,” and
sankirtana means “congregational chanting” or
“glorification of the Complete Whole [Krsnal.”
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(hanting the names of the Lord

doesn't cost anything, and one can

do it anytime and anywhere.

The Future Church of the World

The following, by Srila Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura, a predecessor
spiritual master of the Hare
Krsna movement, is taken from
an essay that first appeared in the
Thakura’s monthly journal
Sajjana-tosani, published in the
1880s.

THE RELIGION preached by
[Caitanya] Mahaprabhu is uni-
versal and not exclusive. . .. The
principle of kirtana as the fu-
ture church of the world invites
all classes of men, without dis-
tinction of caste or clan, to the
highest cultivation of the spirit.
This church, it appears, will
extend all over the world and
take the place of all sectarian
churches, which exclude outsid-
ers from the precincts of the

Visakha Devi Dasi

Tt 2

mosque, church, or temple.

Lord Caitanya did not advent
Himself to liberate only a few
men of India. Rather, His main
objective was to emancipate all
living entities of all countries
throughout the entire universe
and preach the Eternal Religion.
Lord Caitanya says in the
Caitanya-bhagavata: “In every
town, country, and village, My
name will be sung.” There is no
doubt that this unquestionable
order will come to pass....

Oh, for that day when the for-
tunate English, French, Russian,
German, and American people
will take up banners, mrdangas
[drums], and karatalas [cymbals],
and raise kirtana throughout
their streets and towns. When

will that day come?

Mudlti-national chanting party in Mayapur, West Bengal.
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become self-realized by harinama-
sankirtana throughout the ages. It has
been andstillis the most effective means

for achieving spiritual perfection and
seeing the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna,
face to face.

People today would do well to learn
about the harinama-sankirtana reli-
gious process, which is both practical
and pleasurable. Chanting the names
of the Lord doesn’t cost anything, and
one can do it anytime and anywhere.

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in-
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The main benefit
of chanting is that one

oradually develops pure
love of God, the
ultimate goal of life.




all material and spiritual necessities of
life. And by neglecting vajna, He says,
one becomes liable for punishment
and wastes the valuable human form of
life: “My dear Arjuna, one who does
not follow in human life the cycle of
sacrifice thus established by the Vedas
certainly leads a life full of sin. Living
only for the satisfaction of the senses,
such a person lives in vain.”

THE BENEFITS
OF CHANTING

The main benefit of chanting is that
one gradually develops pure love of
God, the ultimate goal of life. Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu explains that
chanting cleanses the mind and “ex-
tinguishes the blazing fire of material
existence,” in the form of the miseries
of birth, old age, disease, and death,
all caused by our false identification
with the material body. By reawaken-
ing our dormant Krsna consciousness,
we come to understand our real iden-
tity as eternal servants of Krsna and
naturally develop progressive spiritual
qualities such as patience, humility,
tolerance, fearlessness, and freedom
from anxiety.

Having cleansed the mind of the
dirt of materialistic thoughts, feelings,
and desires, the chanter begins to taste
the transcendental sweetness of the
holy names. Pure devotees of the Lord
have compared the spiritual happiness
derived from chanting Hare Krsna to
“an ever-expanding ocean of spiritual
bliss.” That happiness—the real happi-
ness we all seek—is available to any-
one who takes up the practice of
chanting the holy names.

Lord Caitanya taught the essence of
sincere chanting:

trnad api sunicena
taror iva sahisnuna

amanindg mandadena
kirtaniyah sada hari

In this verse Lord Caitanya reveals
the proper mood for performing
harinama-sankirtana:*One should con-
sider oneself lower than the straw in
the street. one should be more tolerant
than a tree, and one should be pre-
pared to offer all respects to others,
without desiring respect for oneself. In
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thismood, one canchant the holy names
of the Lord constantly.”

THE HARE KRSNA
MAHA-MANTRA

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu taught
that God has hundreds and millions of
names, such as Krsna and Govinda,
and one can chant any of them and
receive immeasurable spiritual benefit.
He Himselfl specifically taught the
chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra (“the greatchant’): Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. Krsna means “the all-
attractive person,” Rama means “the
highest pleasure,” and Hare refers to
Lord Krsna’sspiritual energy (or,more
precisely, His internal pleasure po-
tency), known as Srimati Radharani.
By chanting the maha-mantra one can
eventually achieve the highest perfec-
tion even in this lifetime.

Tobenefit from chanting other Vedic
mantras, one must chant with perfect
meter and pronunciation and fulfill
many other conditions not possible in
the present age. One can reap the re-
wards of chanting Hare Krsna, how-
ever, simply by chanting the mantra
and hearing attentively. Anyone can
chant at any time, in any condition of
life. Lord Caitanya, in his treatise on
chanting, known as .éik._s'f'r._s‘faka. has
written, “There are no hard and fast
rules for chanting Hare Krsna.”

Chanting softly on beads for one’s own
spiritual benefit is called japa.

BsEC]

The Great Chant for Deliverance

An excerpt from Srila Prabhupada’s essay
“Chanting the Hare Krsna Mantra™

THE TRANSCENDENTAL
vibration established by
the chanting of Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare is the
sublime method for reviving
our transcendental consciousness.
As living spiritual souls, we are all
originally Krsna conscious enti-
ties, but due to our association
with matter from time immemo-
rial, our consciousness is now
polluted by the material atmo-
sphere. o

The chanting of Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare is the transcendental pro-
cess for reviving this original pure
consciousness. By chanting this
transcendental vibration, we can
cleanse away all misgivings within
our hearts. The basic principle of
all such misgivings is the false
consciousness that I am the lord
of all I survey.

Krsna consciousness is not an
artificial imposition on the mind.
This consciousness is the original
natural energy of the living entity.
When we hear the transcendental
vibration, this consciousness is

CONGREGATIONAL
CHANTING

One can chant Hare Krsna loudly in
a group,softly to oneself,or even within
the mind. Loud chanting has the added
benefit of allowing other living beings
to hear the holy names. This fits well
with one of the characteristics of real
religion: everyone should benefit from
its performance. The Vedas proclaim,
sarve sukhino bhavantu: “Let every-
one be happy.” More than any other
religious process, harindama-sankirtana
fulfills that need in human society.
Lord Caitanya proclaims, “All glories
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revived. This simplest
method of meditation
is recommended for
this age. By practical
experience also, one
can perceive that by
chanting this maha-
mantra, or the Great
Chanting for Deliverance,
one can at once feel a transcen-
dental ecstasy coming through
from the spiritual stratum. . ..
When one is factually on the
plane of spiritual understanding,
surpassing the stages of sense,
mind, and intelligence, he is then
on the transcendental plane. This
chanting of the Hare Krsna man-
tra is enacted from the spiritual
platform, and thus this sound
vibration surpasses all lower
strata of consciousness—namely
sensual, mental, and intellectual.
There is no need, therefore., to
understand the language of the
mantra, nor is there any need for
mental speculation nor any intel-
lectual adjustment for chanting
this maha- mantra. [t springs
automatically from the spiritual
platform, and as such, anyone can
take part in vibrating this tran-
scendental sound without any
previous qualification. . . .

to the congregational chanting of the
holy names. It is the prime benediction
for humanity at large because it spreads
the rays of the benediction moon.”
(Siksastaka 1)

Devotees in the Hare Krsna move-
ment perform the traditional methods
of congregational chanting called kir-
tana and bhajana. Though the word
kirtanainits broadest sense meanssim-
ply “glorification,” it often refers to
group singing of Hare Krsna accompa-
nied by percussion instruments,such as
gongs,drums (mrdangas),and cymbals
(karatalas). During kirtana, whetherin
the temple or outside, devotees usu-



ally stand or dance. One person leads
thesinging.and everyone else responds.
Devotees hold kirtanas in public
places so that others may benefit by
hearing the Lord’s holy names. Krsna
considers such unintentional hearing
devotional service, and it entitles one
to render more service in the future.
Bhajana refers to the singing of de-
votional songs and prayers written
by great devotees of the Lord. Devo-
tees usually sit during bhajanas, which
are often accompanied by melodi-
ous instruments such as the tamboura
(a stringed instrument) or harmoni-
um (a small hand-pumped organ), in
addition to mydangas and karatalas.

PRIVATE CHANTING

Chanting softly for one’s own spiri-
tual benefitis called japa. Srila Prabhu-
pada taught the traditional practice of
chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra
on a string of 108 beads, often made
from the wood of the sacred Tulasi
plant. Initiated disciples in the Krsna
consciousness movement vow to chant
everyday atleastsixteen “rounds” (sets
of 108). Beginners are encouraged to
chant as many rounds as they can. It
is helpful to chant a fixed number of
rounds daily without fail (four rounds
is a good starting point) and gradually
increase to atleastsixteen rounds daily.
Srila Prabhupada writes in The Nectar
of Devotion, “Itis better if one fixes up
a regulative principle according to his
own ability and then follows that vow
without fail. That will make him ad-
vanced in spiritual life.”

Chanting is easier in the association
of devotees, and everyone is welcome
to chant japa with devotees in any
ISKCON center during the daily japa
period (generally 5:30-7:00 A.M.).

Japa can be thought of as “spiritual
weightlifting”™—the more you chant,
the more you can chant. As we build
our spiritual strength by chanting japa,

we will gradually develop a desire for |

chanting and become joyful. Be pa-
tient, and don’t expect overnight re-
sults (though they’ve been known to
happen). Be enthusiastic to chant ev-
ery day and be confident that your
faithful performance of the prescribed
religious sacrifice for this age will
please Lord Krsna.

CHANTING TO
PLEASE THE LORD

Most important is to chant with a
sincere desire toserve and please Krsna.
Because the Lord has instructed us
to chant His names, we can be sure He
is pleased when we do so. And when
He is pleased, we automatically be-
come happy. Krsna is the root of every-
thing,so we benefit ourselves by pleas-
ing Him, just as we nourish the leaves
and branches of a tree by watering the
root.

We don’t even need to try for our
own happiness in any other way. Ev-
erything is in the holy name, because
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the name is nondifferent from the
Lord Himself. Harinama-sankirtana is
Lord Krsna's greatest kindness upon
the fallen souls of this age. He has
given us an easy, effective means by
which to please Him. &

Prabhupadacarya Dasa, a disciple of
Sriman Virabahu Dasa, joined the Hare
Krsna movement in 1986. A small-
business marketing consultant, he as-
sists BTG in marketing and other areas.

Chanting aids—musical instruments,
meditation beads, and so on—are avail-
able through the Hare Krsna Catalog
(see page 36).
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LETTERS (continued from page 5)
connected with Krsna, such as Vrnda-
vana, Dvaraka, Kuruksetra, and Maya-
pur.Krsna’s places are dear to the hearts
of Krsna’s devotees. And it is because
of the presence of such places in India
that we're listing India first.

Muslims the Real
Followers of
Bhagavad-gita?

[ have gone thoroughly through all the
issues of BTG this year, and I could to
some extent know the essence of life.
Sir, based on the knowledge gained, I
have the following comment to make:
In Dyaneshwari, Dyaneshwar
Maharaj says that in spite of knowing
the supremacy of Lord Krsna, people
worship demigods (the sun, moon,
ete.) for exploiting the required sakti
[power]| from God. Krsnasays youneed
not go anywhere, just remember Me,
but o=
In this connection I would like to
say: The Muslims are the real follow-
ers of Bhagavad-gita, who only con-
centrate on their Allah (here, say
Krsna).
Kindly offer your comments.
Dr. Suresh S. Mahalle, M.Sc.,
Ph.D., TARI
Extension Agronomist
Introduction Training Centre
Regional Agricultural
Research Station
Karjat, Maharashtra, India

OUR REPLY: According to the Srimad-
Bhagavatam (1.2.6):

sa vai pumsam paro dharmo
vato bhaktir adhoksaje
ahaituky apratihata
yayatma suprasidati

“The best method of religion is that by
which one develops loving devotional
service to the transcendent Supreme
Lord. Such devotional service must
be unmotivated and uninterrupted to
completely satisfy the sell.”

Whether one is Hindu, Muslim,
Christian, or whatever is of little con-
sequence. The real purpose of religion.
is to develop pure, unalloyed love for
God. In the present age. the most rec-

| fiction written to spread the word of

ommended way to develop such love is
to chant the holy name of the Supreme
Lord. One should also give up four
kinds of contaminating materialistic
aclivities—gambling, intoxication,
meat-eating, and illicit sex.

There is no need to worship demi-
gods. The Vedic seriptures recommend
that we single-mindedly render devo-
tional service to the Supreme Lord,
especially by chanting the maha-
mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama. Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Dating Human
Existence

In the article by Ravi Gupta in the
March/April 97 issue, he writes, “Lord
Rama ruled during Treta-yuga, some
two million years ago.”

According to all paleontologists,
man evolved as Homosapiens with the
current brain size only about 100,000
years ago. The evolutionary experts like
Dr. Richard Leaky and all others esti-
mate that mankind originated from
Africasome 2.5 million years ago. Your
writer only loses credibility when he
uses numbers like two million years
ago for Rama’s existence. There is no
scientific proof that Sri Rama existed
in Ayodhya that long ago. The question

really is: Are the Ramayana and the |

Mahabharatahistorical facts,or are they

God?
Nirmal Ghosh
via the Internet

DRUTAKARMA DASA REPLIES:
There are two ways of getting knowl-
edge about events in the distant past.
One is the descending path of knowl-
edge, by which we accept the state-
ments of the Vedic literature as true
because they come from a perfect
source. The Vedic literature, especially
the Puranas, tells us that human beings
have existed on earth for tens of mil-
lions of years.

These days, many people do not
have much faith in the Vedic descend-
ing path of knowledge. Instead, they
place their faith in the ascending path
of knowledge, which relies on propos-

28 BACK TO GODHEAD  MARCH/ APRIL 1998

ing various theories from material evi-
dence. This path of knowledge, accord-
ing to the Vedic epistemological
principles, is unreliable because it de-
pends on human beings, who are all
subject to four defects: they have im-
perfect senses, they can be in illusion,
they make mistakes, and they have the
tendency to cheat.

Archeology, the study of human
antiquity, is one branch of modern sci-
ence’s ascending path of knowledge.
And generally we are led to believe
that all the archeological evidence ever
discovered supports the idea that hu-
mans like ourselves evolved from more
apelike ancestors within the past
100,000 or 200,000 years.

Archeology is certainly subject to
the four defects just mentioned. Never-
theless.if we look into the entire history
of archeology. and evaluate all the dis-
coveries as [airly and objectively as we
can,we find that over the past 150 years,
archeologists and other earth scientists
have uncovered a vast body of evi-
dence consistent with Vedic accounts
of extreme human antiquity. This evi-
dence, reports of which can be found in
scientific journals, takes the form of
anatomically modern human skeletal
remains and artifacts of human manu-
facture. This evidence has been elimi-
nated from scientific discussion largely
because it contradicts Darwinian evo-
lutionary ideas. A detailed review of
this astonishing evidence can be found
in my book Forbidden Archeology, co-
authored by Richard Thompson (Sada-
puta Dasa). Those who read this book
might develop a new respect for the
historical accuracy of the Puranic his-
tories. the Ramayana, and the
Mahabharata.

Drutakarma Dasa (Michael A. Cremo)
is a research associate with the Bhakti-
vedanta Institute and an associate editor

for Back to Godhead.

Please write us at: BTG, P. O. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32616, USA. Fax: (904)
462-7893. Or BTG, 33 Janki Kutir, Next
to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu,
Mumbai 400 049, India. Phone: (022)
618-1718. Fax: (022) 618-4827. E-mail:
editors@com.bbt.se



GLOSSARY

Acarya—a spiritual master who teaches by example.

Balarama—I ord Krsna's first expansion, who acts in the
role of Lord Krsna’s elder brother.

Battle of Kuruksetra—an epic battle for rule of the
world, fought five thousand years ago.

Bhagavad-gita—the sacred book in which Lord Krsna
gives the essence of knowledge to His friend and
disciple Arjuna.

Bhakti—devotional service to the Supreme Lord.

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura—the spiritual mas-
ter of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

Bhakti-yoga—linking with the Supreme Lord through
devotional service.

Caitanya Mahaprabhu—the incarnation of Lord Krsna
who appeared five hundred years ago to teach the
chanting of the names of God as the religion for the
present age.

Dharma—(1) ordained duties or religious principles: (2)
one’s eternal, natural occupation (i.e., devotional
service to the Lord).

Godhead—the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Reality,
progressively realized first as the impersonal all-
pervasive oneness, more fully as the Supersoul within
the heart of every living being, and ultimately as the
all-opulent Supreme Person.

Gurukula—a school where children learn the philosophy
and practices of Krsna consciousness along with regu-
lar academic subjects (literally “the place of the
guru’”).

Hare Krsna—the great mantra Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

ISKCON—the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness.

Japa—individual chanting of names of God, usually
while counting on beads.

Kali-yuga—in the endlessly repeated cycle of four cos-
mic ages, the present and worst age, the Age of
Quarrel, of which 5,000 of 432,000 years have passed.

Karma—material action; its inevitable reaction; or the
law by which such action and reaction are governed

Kirtana—congregational singing of names of God, usual-
ly accompanied by cymbals (karatalas) and drums
(mrdangas).

Krsna—the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His
original transcendent form (see “Godhead”).

Mahabharata—the epic history of ancient India, a history

in which the Bhagavad-gita appears as the most
important and well-known text.

Maya—illusion; the energy of the Supreme Lord that
deludes living entities into forgetting their spiritual
nature and forgetting God.

Mayavadi—one who regards the Absolute Truth as
ultimately impersonal or void

Modes of nature—the three qualities (goodness, passion,
and ignorance) that hold sway over all action in the
material world.

Nityananda—the incarnation of Lord Balarama who
appeared with Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Prasadam—vegetarian food that has been prepared for
the Lord and offered to Him with devotion (literally
“mercy”).

Puranas—Vedic histories.

Radharani—Lord Krsna’s consort and pleasure potency.

Rathayatra—"chariot festival™; a festival in which the
form of Krsna is borne in procession on a large
canopy-topped chariot or float, especially the festival
originating in Puri, India, for Jagannatha (Lord Krsna,
“the Lord of the universe™).

Sannyasa—the renounced life of a man who relinquishes
home to dedicate himself fully to the Supreme.

Sri—an honorific meaning “opulent” (similarly: Srila,
Srimad, St'ime’m. Srimali}.

Srila Prabhupada—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srimad-Bhagavatam—the most important of the eight-
een Puranas, which tells of the nature and pastimes
of Lord Krsna.

Supersoul—the form of the Lord who resides in every

heart along with the individual soul.

Upanisads—the 108 essential philosophical treatises that
appear within the Vedas.

Varnasrama—the Vedic social system. It organizes socie-
ty into four occupational and four spiritual divisions
(varnas and asramas). The members of the four varnas
are the brahmanas (intellectuals), the ksairivas (admi-
nistrators and soldiers), the vaisyas (farmers and busi-
nessmen ), and the siadras (laborers and assistants). The
members of the four asramas are the brahmacaris
(celibate students), grhasthas (married people), vana-
prasthas (retired people), and sannyasis (renunciants).

Vrndavana—the transcendental abode of Lord Krsna,
mirrored on earth as the town in India where Krsna
appeared live thousand years ago.

Vaisnava—a devotee of the Supreme Lord (from the
word Visnu).

Vedas—the hymns of knowledge revealed by the Lord
Himself at the beginning of creation.

Vedic—pertaining to the culture in which the Vedas and
related scriptures guide all aspects of human life.

Visnu—in general, any form of the Personality of God-
head (see “Godhead™): in particular, the forms the
Lord manifests to create and sustain the material
world.
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Invincible Weapons
For Krsna and Arjuna

Lord Krsna receives the Sudarsana discus,
Arjuna the Gandiva bow.

Translated from Sanskrit

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history of
the Pandavas to their great-grandson, King
Janamejayva. As the narration continues, Arjuna
and Lord Krsna, while on a pleasure outing to
the Yamuna River, receive divine weapons from
Varuna, the lord of the waters.

HILELIVING in Indraprastha, the Pan-

davassubdued other regional rulers by

the order of King Dhrtarastra and
Bhisma, son of Santanu, [and brought those
regions within a peaceful and unified Pandava
administration]. Taking shelter of Dharmaraja
Yudhisthira, the king of virtue, the whole world
lived happily, for people depended on the righ-
teous deeds of the king, just as they depended
on their own bodies.

Yudhisthira, the noble Bharata king, at-
tended to his religious duties, economic poli-
cies, and personal desires in a balanced way,
just as a man with acquaintances respects them
as he does himself and yet sees them as different
from himself. So ideal and balanced was the
king in his worldly and religious affairs that
religion, prosperity, and personal satisfaction
seemed to incarnate on the earth in his person,
although he was always apart from these three,

as a fourth and transcendental being.

The Vedas found in the king the supreme
student, the grand rituals gained in him the best
performer and patron, and the social classes
found in him a pure-hearted protector. In his
realm, wisdom gained a shelter, the laws of God
found a true friend, and the goddess of fortune
found a proper place to live. The king appeared
nobler and finer in the company of his four
brothers, as a grand ritual becomes lovelier
when united with the four Vedas.

Equal in splendor to Brhaspati. the leading
priests headed by Dhaumya surrounded and
assisted Yudhisthira. The eyes and hearts of the
citizens rejoiced exceedingly in that king of
virtue, as much as in the spotless full moon. The
citizens delighted in their destined good for-
tune, and whatever they desired in their hearts
the king endeavored to give them. The king was
wise, his speech elegant, and never did he utter
a word that was untrue, unkind, deceitful, or
unbefitting. He wielded unusual power, but he
found his pleasure in working for the good of all
people and of his own soul. So did all the
Pandavas rejoice in the goodness of their works,
for the fever of personal ambition did not burn
in their hearts. Yet by their personal prowess

[llustration by Puskara Dasa
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Varuna presents Arjuna two great quivers of inexhaustible arrows.



The Main Characters

The Pandavas—Though the name Pandava means “son of Pandu,” the
five Pandavas were sired by demigods—the three eldest Pandavas
(Yudhisthira, Bhima, and Arjuna) in the womb of King Pandu’s wife
Kunti, and the youngest (the twins, Nakula and Sahadeva) in the womb
of Pandu’s wife Madri. The Pandavas are sometimes called “Bharata™ or
“best of the Bharatas.” because they come in the dynasty of King Bharata.

The Kurus—The sons of both Pandu and Dhrtarastra (the uncle of the
Pandavas who because of blindness could not become the king) descend-
ed from King Kuru, but the name Kurus usually refers to Dhrtarastra’s
sons, the eldest of whom is Duryodhana.

Bhisma—A respected elder of the Kuru dynasty, he is the uncle of

Dhrtarastra, Pandu, and Vidura.

they instilled a fear of God in all the |

rulers of the earth.

THE EXCURSION

After Lord Krsna had been staying
for some days in Indraprastha, Arjuna
said to Him, “Krsna, the hot days are
here:let us go to the Yamuna River. We
will enjoy there, Madhustudana, with
our close friends, and we'll come back
in the evening—that is, Janardana, if
you like the idea.”

Sri Krsna said, “Yes. son of Kunti, I
also like the idea. Let us go with our
close friends and enjoy in the water as
we like.”

After informing King Yudhisthira
and receiving his permission, Arjuna
and Govinda departed, surrounded by
intimate friends. The area on the bank
of the Yamuna featured large stocks of
wealth, variegated garlands and neck-

laces, a large variety of excellent trees, |

both simple cottages and palatial es-
tates like that of Indra, and a wide
range of tasty food, drink, and other
comforts. Indeed, that spot had every-

thing needed for the enjoyment of

Arjuna and Krsna. Arriving there, the
two friends and their companions en-
tered the area, which was filled with all
types of shining jewels, and they all
began to play and enjoy as they wished.

Some of the women sported in the
forest, some in the water, and some in
the nice cottages. They enjoyed espe-
cially wherever Krsnaand Arjuna went
and always tried to please them. At the

Subhadra offered gifts of priceless
clothes and jewelry to all the ladies
present. Some of the ladies danced joy-

fully,while others cried out in the joy of

celebration. Some ladies laughed, and
others drank fine beverages. Some la-
dies wept joyfully, some wrestled one
another.and others had serious discus-
sions in secluded spots. All around. the
opulent forest was filled with the ex-
quisitely rich sounds of flute, ving, and
myrdariga drum.

As the festival was thus progress-
ing, Krsna and Arjuna, the darlings of
the Kurus and Dasarhas, went nearby
to see a particularly charming area.
Those two mighty souls who conquer
hostile cities then sat down on most
valuable seats. They enjoyed reminisc-
ing about their many adventures and
romances.

THE FIRE-GOD’S REQUEST

As they sat together very happily,
like the two Asvin gods seated in
heaven, a brahmana arrived and ap-
proached them. Standing tall like a big

| §ala tree, with tawny skin, a reddish

mustache, an evenly proportioned
body, and an effulgence like molten
gold, he shone like the newly risen sun.
He was dressed in black, with matted
locks and a face as delicate as a lotus
petal. Blazing with prowess, the tawny
man came near Krsna and Arjuna, and
the two quickly stood up to receive the
radiant brahmana.

The brahmana said to Arjuna and

height of the excitement, Draupadiand | LordKrsna.leaderof the Satvatas,“You
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are the two great heroes of the world.
standing here by the Khandava Forest.
I am a brahmana who consumes im-
measurable amounts, and [ now beg
you two, Krsna and Arjuna, that for
once you offer me my full satisfaction
of food.”

Thus addressed, Krsna and Arjuna
said to him, “Tell us what food will
satisly you, and we will try to bring it.”

The brahmanareplied, “1 do noteat
ordinary grains, for you may know me
to be the god of fire. Thus you should
offer food appropriate for me.

“Lord Indra always carefully guards
this Khandava Forest, and because such
a mighty person guards it, I cannot
burn it. His friend Taksaka the serpent
always resides here with his associates,
and for his sake thunderbolt-wielding
Indra carefully guards this forest. Many
other beasts are equally protected by
this arrangement. [ desire to burn the
forest,but Indra’s might does not allow
me to do so. As soon as he sees me
blazing, he rains down water from the
clouds, and 1 am unable to burn this
desirable forest. But now that I have
met you two, who can help me by your
unique skill with weapons, I can burn
the Khandava Forest, [which [ have
selected as my food]. With your su-
preme knowledge of weapons, youshall
ward off the torrents ol water and all
the beasts on all sides.”

Addressed thus, fearsome Arjuna
replied to the sacred Fire,”I have many
ultimate weapons of divine power,so [
can battle many thunderbolt-wielding
[ndras. But, my lord. I do not have a
bow that fits the strength of my arms
and withstands my speed and power in
battle. And when I am firing rapidly, [
need an inexhaustible supply of ar-
rows. Moreover, my chariot will not
hold all the arrows I need. I would also
request divine horses, white and as swift
as the wind, and a chariot that rumbles
like the clouds and shines as bright as
the sun.

“Similarly, Sri Krsna does not have
a weapon equal to His strength, a
weapon by which He will slay the ser-
pents and ghosts in battle. My lord, you
must declare the means by which to
accomplish this task. so that I may ward
off Indra when he sends showers into
the great forest. Whatever is to be done

(please turn to page 41)



New Listings
And Perennial Favorites

The Life of Tulasi Devi NEW! <=

Ghe Life of

G . Aeef VRINDAVANA
Her Care and Worship fj" Lisi Dovi D
By Amala Bhakea Dasa _ §ﬁ“p“. - Vrindavana BRAJA MANDALA
:

And Braja Mandala
By Jada Bharata Dasa

A retelling of the story of Tulasi
Devi from the Brahma-vaivarta
Purana. Softbound, 101 pages.

$11.95

A must-have for your travels in
India. This isn't just a normal
travel guide—it dives deeply

into the heart of spiritual India.

Softhound, 680 pages. $17.95

Great Vegetarian Dishes
By Karma Dasa

ISKCON ISKCON in the 1970s
T The < By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami
For the gourmet vegetarian, Kirma's 7 _1978 7

cookbook can't be beat. Reknowned In this partly autobiographical

throughout his Australian homeland account, the author draws from his

. fﬁi(zrieﬂ_ |
as a master chef, Kurma has pro-

diaries to take a fascinating look at
the decade of ISKCON's most
explosive growth. Two softbound
Sl P volumes. Vol. I, 448 pages; Val. 2‘

330 pages. $14.95 each.

duced a book combining wit with

LORD KRISHNAS CUISINE mouth-watering recipes—over 240

T{?GAJ’I: O‘f Tdian from around the world. $17.95
il C"‘ﬂg‘_'_”_f’ Lord Krishna’s Cuisine

The Art of Indian Vegetarian Cooking

s e e

By Yamuna Devi Kr:_;l_]a Art

Beautiful 13'4"x 15%4”
volume containing over

This award-winning book is a
treasure house of exortic recipes.
Hardbound, 532 recipes, 344 original
drawings, 824 pages. $29.95

190 full-color reproduc-

tions of the BBT’s

The Best of paintings (many not

L ’ vils previously published).
Lord Krishna’s Cuisine Weighs over ten pounds.

By Yamuna Devi Hardbound, 400 pages,
$99.95.
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Favorite recipes from Lord Krishna's

Cuisine: The Art of Indian Vegetarian
Cooking. Softbound, color cover,
172 recipes, 125 original drawings,

A Tr i
256 pages. $13.95 anscendental Diary

(Volumes 1-4)
November 1975-QOctober 1976

By Hari Sauri Dasa

Yamuna’s Table
Healthful Vegetarian Cuisine
Inspived by the Flavors of India

By Y Devi The author's detailed account (as
i Srila Prabhupada’s servant) gives us

The author draws on the cuisines of an insider’s look into the life of

fé tofs WithELE D:'ul'w_('.-iacc_ B
many traditions, combining Indian v e s él Krsna's pure devotee. Each volume
about 600 pages. Hardbound, $29.95

each; softhound, $19.95 each.

ingredients with Western natural

foods. Softbound, color cover, 200

recipes, 336 pages. $13.95

more inside
CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG
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Books, Tapes, and CDs for Children

An lusirated Introducticn

Agha the Terrible Demon — Softbound, 32 pages, $4.95
Bhagavad-gita: An Hlustrated Introduction — 210 pages, includes
audio CD, $29.95
Bhagavad-gita Study Guide — Crossword form, $12.50
The Book of Krishna Conscious Games — Softbound, 70 pages, $4.95
Children’s Kysna Book — Narration, 8 tapes, $31.95
Chota’s Way: A Children’s Tale — Softhound, 134 pages, $6.95
Chota’s Activity Book — 50 pages, $4.50 (both Chota books $9.95)
A Gift of Love: The Story of Sudama the Brahmin — Hardbound,
32 pages, $5.95
Gopal the Invincible — Hardbound, 16 pages, $5.95
Comic book, softhound, 50 pages, $6.95
Hlustrated Bhagavatam Stovies — Hardbound, 272 pages, $49.95
Nimai's Puppy — Softbound, 36 pages, $3.95
Offering Everything to Krishna — Softbound, 28 pages, $2.95
One Step Toward Kysna — 2-vol. set, softhound, 52 pages each,
$7.95
Owur Most Dear Friend — Illustrated Gita, hardbound, $14.95
Sakshi Gopal: A Witness for the Wedding — Softbound, 16 pages,
$2.50
Simply Wonderful — Cookbook, softbound, 36 pages, $3.95
Spiritual Stories — Narration, 18 tapes (call for titles), $5
Srila Prabhupada’s Music Box — Softbound, 24 pages, $3.95
Vaikuntha Children — Guide to Krsna conscious education for

children, $29.95

Heroes of Ancient Earth

h Bhagavad-gite for Children

The Art of Teaching
By Bhurijana Dasa

This comprehensive guide to
teaching, written by a leading
educator in ISKCON, weaves
together the traditional Vedic
system and contemporary
teaching strategies. Hardbound,

506 pages,$24.95.

TO FAX YOUR ORDER (910) 871-3641




The Teachings of His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivendanta Swami Prabhupada

We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books and lectures currently available.

— The Classics
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, deluxe, $24.95; GIFT

hard, $13.95; vinyl, $9.95 .
The ;::r;;m:c of Self—\l'el:f:limcifJn, deluxe, CERTIFICATES!

$13.95: hard, $9.95: soft, $3.95 .
Srimad-Bhagavatam, 12 cantos, Call for details: 1'800'800'32’84'

18 volumes. $399.95 Qutside U.S. and Canada:
Svi Caitanya-caritamrta, complete, 1-910-871-2620,
9 volumes. $349.50
The Nectar of Devotion, $14.95
Teachings of Lord Caitanya, reprint,
$14.25
Teachings of Queen Kunti, $13.95
Teachings of Lovd Kapila, $13.95

=1 0 =V VErea

Srila
Prabhupada’s
VedaBASE

All of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s recorded words
on one CD! You can

now have the Veda-
BASE for monthly
The Vintage payments of only $25 .
Series Volumes 1-9 And there is no interest
charge! Complete
works, $595: hooks
only, $295.

g

Bhajanas by Srila
Prabhupada

This 9-CD set consists
of remastered classic
unedited bhajanas—
never before released
on CD. Includes
storage folder. $79.95
(Individual CDs:
$9.95 each)
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TEACHINGS OF

IORD KAF{LA
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Srila Prabhupada Lectures on CD

CDM-25—1. The Divinity, the Demon, and the Devotee: Appearance of Lord
Nysimhadeva, SB 7.5.22-34 (5/27/712-LA) 58:04
2. "Don’t Think You Are All-in-All,” SB 1.3.16 (9/21/72-LA) 33:04
CDM-26—1. Steel-Framed Hearts, SB 2.3.24 (6/22/72-LA) 33:50
2. All that Is Troublesome to the Heart Is Practically Destroyed, SB 1.2.18
(10/29/72-VRN) 33:55
CDM-27—1. “Ear Holes Like Snake Holes,” SB 2.3.20 (6/16/72-LA) 30:38
2. Beyond the Business of the Hogs and Dogs, SB 1.2.12 (10/23/72-VRN)

37:49

Complete set is 1-27. $5.95 each. Please call for details.

FROM OUTSIDE U.S. AND CANADA (910) 871-2620
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Chanting Supplies

Karatalas

Large, $11.95
Medium, $8.95
Small, $6.95

Japa Beads,
Bead Bags

BEADS: Neem,
$3.95; Tulasi,
$11.95; Large-
Bead Tulasi,
$19.95. BAGS:
Gaura Nitai, Krsna-
Balarama, Maha-
mantra, Srila
Prabhupada, $2.95
each; Jagannatha,

$3.95.

BTG Service Center
P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, USA
Phone: (800) 800-3284; outside USA and Canada:
+1 (910) 871-2620 o Fax: +1 (910) 871-3641
E-mail: archives@earthlink.net ® Website: www.krsna.com

Please send me: Qty. Amount

" e Shipping*
oi N TR [vasteicora pping
B L | e ||

Total amount

PAYMENT METHOD:

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. US funds only.
[] Check [ money order [] Credit card

Name Tel.

Address R
City State Zip

Card no. Exp.

Signature

#Minimum $3 for all orders. Mainland USA please add 10% of order
value. Orders outside the US add 30% of order value.

Favorite Bhajanas and Kirtanas
By His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

These recordings have been remixed and

mastered to digital. CDs $14.95; tapes $4.95.

CD-1—Krishna Meditations
CD-2—Hare Krishna Classics and Originals
CD-3—Songs of the Spiritual Masters
CD-4—Sri Brahma Samhita
CD-5—Prabhupada Bhajans
CD-6—The Radha Krsna Temple
CD-7—Vibhavari Sesa
CD-8—Dasavatara

CD-9—Jaya Radhe Jaya Krsna
CD-10—Sri Sri Gurvastakam
CD-11—Sr1 Sri Siksastakam
CD-12—Hare Krishna Mahamantra
CD-13—Gauranga Bhajan
CD-14—Nitai Pada Kamala

FREE!

You get one tape FREE
with your paid order of four
tapes. (A $4.95 value!)

You get one CD FREE with
your paid order of four CDs
(A $14.95 value!)

NEW CHANTERS!

Ask for our free
instruction sheet for
chanting on beads.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

m ISKCON Nagpur has moved to a new, larger
place, in the heart of the city. Construction of
the temple in the 27-room building is scheduled for
completion in March.

ISKCON devotees took part in Kerala’s Onam float
parade last September with a Rathayatra cart bearing
Lord Jagannatha, Lord Balarama, and Subhadra Devi.
Popularly known as Kerala’s “harvest festival,” Onam
marks the appearance day of Lord Vamanadeva, Lord
Krsna's incarnation as a dwarfl brahmana. Among the
more than half a million people attending the parade
were Kerala’s chiel minister and his cabinet.

Recent ISKCON Rathayatras: Kurukshetra (September),
Chandigarh (November), and Dwaraka (January).

ISKCON’s new temple in New Delhi is scheduled to open
on the appearance day of Lord Ramacandra (Rama
Navami), April 3.

The Bhaktivedanta Swami Gurukula in Vrndavana is
accepting applications for boys ages 5—14 for the 1998-99
school year (starts in July). Contact: Bhaktivedanta Swami
International Gurukula, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg,
Vrindavana, Mathura UP, India; tel: +91-565-442-676; fax:
+91-565-442-952; e-mail: vgurukula@com.bbt.se

An eminent Muslim scholar visited ISKCON’s center in
Juhu, Mumbai, last September for an interfaith dialogue.
The scholar, Dr. Shuaib Sayed. from the Islamic Research
Foundation, met with Airavata Dasa, head of the depart-
ment of interfaith communications at ISKCON’s center in

Mayapur, West Bengal.
: ISKCON Honolulu won an award for
“ﬂlt?d Stﬂt?s its float in the Aloha Parade for the
ninth straight year. Judges for the nationally televised
parade presented devotees with the Board of Directors

Award for their Rathayatra cart, elaborately decorated
with a wide assortment of tropical plants and flowers.

i '; & l' G ' ‘e
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Passengers on the award-winning Rathayatra cart in Honolulu.

Readers of The Tucson Weekly voted Govinda’s Restau-
rant in Tucson. Arizona, the winner in three categories in
the “Best of Tucson” contest: Best Fine Dining. Best
Vegan Selections, and Best Lunch Under $5. Devotee-run
Govinda’s has been open since 1992. It is situated in the
Chaitanya Cultural Center, a beautifully landscaped acre
of oasis in the middle of the desert.

Devotees at ISKCON’s Murari-sevaka farm celebrated,

last November, the twentieth anniversary of the installa-

tion of their presiding Deities, Sri Nitai-Gauracandra.
Bhaktivedanta Manor, the Hare Krsna

Gmﬂt Brltalﬂ temple outside London, hosted an

Open Day late last year, with guided tours of the building
and its estate. Visitors viewed Vedic sculptures, cooking
demonstrations, and traditional and contemporary dance,
music, and theater.

To get much of our news Back to Godhead teams up with Hare Krishna World, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
For more detailed news, subscribe to Hare Krishna World (see page 12).
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The BBC World Service broadcasted a radio play last
September about Lord Krsna’s advent. The play was
performed by devotees from Bhaktivedanta Manor.
Potential audience: 35 million listeners.

A September issue of Time magazine’s European edition
ran the following letter from Bhakti Vikasa Swami, a
frequent contributor to Back to Godhead:

Rathayatras held in Spain last fall: Madrid,
Barcelona, and Torremolinos (Malaga).

MacDonalds and Coca-cola symbolize a grossly
materialistic civilization centered on profit making
and mindless enjoyment. That America is foisting
this type of anti-culture on other countries is
nothing to be proud of. Traditional religious, family
and social values are being crushed by the relentless
steamroller of Western culture. Aestheticism and
finer sentiments are subjugated to lust. violence and
endless passion for material things. America. take
another look at yourself, lest you go down in history
as the most exploitive and intellectually decrepit
civilization ever.

Bhakti Vikasa Swami

Baroda, India

Devotees held a Rathayatra festival in Sofia, Bulgaria, last
September.

Rathayatra festival in Sofia, Bulgaria.
ISKCON’s Hong Kong center celebrated
Hong Kong [ long Koug sontereelehrates
its tenth anniversary this past November.
[SKCON has been present in Hong Kong since the early
seventies and at the present location for the past ten

years.
Former prime minister David Lange
qu l?ﬂlﬂnd visited ISKCON’s New Varshan Farm
last summer to see the progress on the new temple
devotees are building there. The farm is near Auckland.
While prime minister, Mr. Lange had been chief guest at
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DEPARTURES

Lohitaksa Dasa, a disciple of Srila Prabhupada’s,
left this world on November 29, in Sri Vindavana
Dhama, India. Lohitaksa was well known in
ISKCON for his talent as a Krsna conscious actor.
Since the early seventies, he took part in many
dramatic presentations of Krsna’s pastimes, on
some occasions with Srila Prabhupada in the audi-
ence. Lohitaksa rendered devotional service not
only in New York but also in Europe. And in 1975
he served the Deities in Vrndavana. In his last
days, he came from New York City to Vrndavana.
He left this world a week later.

BTG haslearned of the passing away.some months
ago, of Sri Damodar Prasad Shastri. Shastriji was
the Ayurvedic doctor who expertly and devotedly
attended Srila Prabhupada during Prabhupada’s
last days on earth.

| the ground-consecrating ceremony for the temple. In an

address following his tour, Mr. Lange told the devotees,
“You are part of an international organization which has
won great respect from people and has changed people’s
lives through their devotion in extraordinary ways. I want
to thank you for that and for the contribution you make to
New Zecaland.”

p The island of Kalimantan (Borneo) is
lndonl!Slﬂ seeing a spreading of Krsna consciousness,

with devotees in the cities of Palangkaraya, Pontianak. and
Botang. Ratna Puspita Devi Dasi. the first devotee from a
Dayak family, has donated land for a temple. The Dayaks
are the original inhabitants of Kalimantan.

Bhakti Raghava Swami, from Canada, spent a week last
fall teaching Krsna consciousness to the island’s eager new
devotees. While in Indonesia he also met with the twenty-
five or so devotees on the island of Lombok. in Western

Lesser Sunda Islands, just east of Bali.
A radio program in Kaduna, Nigeria, aired a
message of Krsna consciousness last fall,
through a reading from a book by ISKCON leader Bhakti
Tirtha Swami, followed by an interview with an ISKCON
devotee. The program was broadcast by the Federal Radio
Corporation of Nigeria, said to beam the most powerful
signal in Africa.

Durban Rathayatra—May 1-3



REMEMBERING SRILAPRABHUPADA

The Mercy of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu

A godbrother of Srila Prabhupada’s
remembers their early friendship
and their meeting again after many years.

Dr. O.B.L. Kapoor, a scholar and
devotee, and a friend of His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, gave this interview
at his home in Vrndavana, India,
in October 1996. The interviewer,
Hari Sauri Ddsa, served as Srila
Prabhupada’s personal servant
from November 1975 to March
1977, During that time, he kept a
detailed diary that has become the
basis of his mulii-volume book A
‘Transcendental Diary. (If vou'dlike
a copy, please see page 33).

ARISAURI DASA: I under-
stand that you first met Srila

Prabhupada when he was a
householder in Allahabad.
Dr. Kapoor: [ was with Prabhu-
pada for about ecight years in
Allahabad, from 1931 to 1939. We
used to meet almost every day. I
first met him in 1931 at the Rupa
Gaudiya Math [temple and as-
ramal|. The first time [ saw him he was
playing the myrdanga [drum] at the
matha. There was a discourse that even-
ing, and then sankirtana. After the sar-
kirtana the leader of the matha intro-
duced me to him as a research scholar
at Allahabad University and a disciple
of Prabhupada [SrIla Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura]. I had just taken
diksa [initiation] from Prabhupada.
After that meeting our acquaintance

Dr. O. B. L. Kapoor

developed into friendship. and friend- |

ship developed into intimacy, and so
on. We were very good friends. I used
to call him Dada, “elder brother.”
After 1939 we didn’t meet for al-
most twenty-nine years, because [
went out of Allahabad. I joined the

government service, and he remained |

there. After some time he took san-
nyasa [the renounced order of life],

SO we never met.

We finally met in 1967, here in
Vrndavana. In 1967 [ retired and
came to Vrndavana tosettle down.
One day I had gone to the Radha
Damodara temple. [Bhaktivedan-
ta Swami| Prabhupada had come
from the West, and he was staying
inaroomat the Radha-Damodara
temple. I was sitting, waiting for
someone, on the verandah just
outside hisroom. And Prabhupada
came out.

He was dressed in saffron. I
had never seen him like that be-
fore. I had only known him as
Abhay Babu, as a householder
and a businessman. He was now
in saffron with a tridandi [renun-
ciant’s staff] in his hand, and two
disciplesinsaffron were following
him, like sadhus.

I couldn’t recognize him; thir-
ty years had made a difference
in his appearance, and he was
dressed in saffron. But he seemed to be
looking, trying to recognize me. Then
he hazarded a guess. He said, “Dr.
Kapoor?”

Oh, I recognized him from his
voice! I said, “Abhay Babu?” And he
embraced me.

HSD: A very happy meeting.
DK: Yes. He was going somewhere, but
he canceled his plans. He took me in-

and he was going about here and there, | side the room and told me all about
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his preaching work in the West. He
showed me the newspaper cuttings and
so on. Very intleresting meeting, very
interesting.

In Allahabad we used to meet al-
most every day. Sometimes he used to
come to my place, but mostly we met in
the Rupa Gaudiya Math, in the evening
during the discourse and kirfana.

HSD: Can you say something about

how Srila Prabhupada conducted his

developing his spiritual life.
DK: I didn’t know much about his
household affairs, because we met
mostly at the matha in the evening.
He had a shop. He sold medicines, and
he also manufactured them. Once he
manufactured a tonic, and he gave it
to me.

I said, “That’s nice, this gift of
yours. I must accept it. But I wish
you would give me the tonic which

household affairs while he was also | you yourself take—the tonic of Krsna-

« KRSNA ON THE NET-

URLs for main Krsna conscious sites on the World Wide Web

hittp://www.krsna.com  http://www.krsna.com/~btg

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE

Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna
Catalog, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

hitp://www.users.wineasy.se/storm  http://www.algonet.se/~krishna

HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE
A visually dynamic site from the North European BBT.

hitp://www.harekrishna.com/~ara

HARE KRSNA HOME PAGE
Book excerpts and more from the BBT in Los Angeles.

http://hkindex.home.ml.org/

THE HARE KRSNA INDEX
Leads you to any ISKCON-affiliated site on the Web.
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| prema [love of Krsna].”
' He said,“1 don’t have that tonic. But
1 have the formula.”
I said, “Oh. wonderful! If it is not a
secret, tell me what the formula is.”
He said, “No, it is not a secret at all:

trnad api sunicena
taror iva sahisnund
amanina manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih*

This is the formula, and I am going
to preach it all over the world.”

Atthattime [ couldn’t recognize the
significance of his words, but he was
going to preach it all over the world. 1
thought it was just a casual statement.
But now I look back, and I can see that
he was even then thinking and plan-
ning to preach all over the world, which
he did.
HSD: Yes, very wonderfully.
DK: Wonderfully. Ten years, [ think,
only. All the world over he preached.
Almost a miracle. Almost a miracle.
HSD: Unrepeatable.
DK: Hmm. Unrepeatable. Even Em-
peror Ashok—he preached Buddhism,
he was the owner of such a big em-
pire—and even he couldn’t do as much
as Prabhupada did in ten years.
HSD: You once told me that you saw a
greatchange in Prabhupada from when
you knew him in Allahabad.
DK: Of course, in one sense there was
a world of difference between the
Abhay Babu I had known and the
Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada I met in
Vrndavana after thirty years. He was
now the president of a huge organiza-
tion, an international organization.
He was preaching all over the world.
All the same, he was as humble as
ever. [ could never have imagined that
he could one day become Bhakti-
vedanta Prabhupada. I could never
have imagined. He was so simple.
But, you see, he had the blessings of
[Caitanya] Mahaprabhu. Itis the bless-
ings of Mahaprabhu that made him
Prabhupada.

#+One should chant the holy name of the
Lordina humble state of mind. One should
be more tolerant than a tree, devoid of all
sense of false prestige, and ready to offer
all respects to others. In that way one can
chant the holy name of the Lord constantly.”
(Siksastaka 3)




Varuna presented to Arjuna the amazingly potent bow,
which always increased the glory and fame of its owner.

WEAPONS (continued frompage 32)
by manly prowess, we two shall do, O
Fire, but you, my lord, should provide
the proper instruments.”

THE MIGHTY WEAPONS

Thus addressed, the smoke-crested
lord of fire fixed his mind on Varuna,
desiring to see that lord of worlds.

Varuna is the son of Aditi.and he is
the god of the seas. Within his watery
abode he understood that he was being
thought of. He appeared to Fire, who
welcomed him and spoke to the lord
of the waters, who is the fourth among
the leaders of the universe, being a
protector and controller:

“King Soma once gave you a bow
and quiver. Please give me both of
them at once, and also the chariot
marked with Hanuman, for Arjuna will
perform a great task with that Gandiva
bow. And also, for my sake, please give
the great disc to Si1 Krsna.”

“Yes, I shall give,” Varuna replied.

Varuna then presented to Arjuna
the amazingly potent bow, a weapon
that always increased the glory and
fame of its owner, for it could not be
conquered by any other weapon, being
the harasser of all arms, the great one
among weapons, devastating toenemy
armies. That one weapon was equal to
a hundred thousand weapons, and it
made its owner’s kingdom flourish.

Multicolored with all the hues, smooth |

and shining, without a scratch or scar, it
had been worshiped by the gods and
Gandharvas since time immemorial.
Varuna gave Arjuna that jewel of
bows, two great quivers of inexhaust-
ible shafts, and a chariot yoked to di-
vine horses, its banner marked with
Hanuman, the foremost of monkeys.
The silver Gandharva horses were gar-
landed in gold. They moved at the
speed of the mind or the wind and
flashed like swift white clouds. The
chariot had all necessary equipment.
It could not be conquered by gods or

L I

demons, and it radiated light and re- |
verberated with adeep rumblingsound. |
[ts beauty captivated the mind of all
who beheld it. Visvakarma, the lord of
design and construction, had created it
by the power of his austerities, and its
form, like that of the sun, could not be
precisely discerned. By mounting this
chariot, as big as an elephant or a cloud
and blazing with splendor, the Moon
had overcome the wicked Danavas.

Atopthisfinestchariotrested a flag-
staff that shone like Indra’s thunder-
bolt. It was made of gold and uniquely
attractive. On the staff was the divine
Hanuman, a transcendental monkey
with the marks of the lion and tiger.
Situated atop the chariot, he seemed to
roar out and shine with power. On the
flag were all kinds of powerful crea-
tures, whose fierce roars destroyed the
consciousness of enemy armies.

Arjuna walked reverently around
the unique chariot, which shone with
variegated flags, and he offered his
obeisances to the Supreme Lord and to
the secondary deities who had deliv-
ered the marvelous car.

Tightly fitted with armor, his sword
and wrist- and finger-guards in place,
Arjuna mounted the chariot as a pious
man mounts the celestial craft that
takes him to heaven. Firmly grasping
the divine and glorious Gandiva bow,
which had been constructed long ago
by Brahma, Arjuna rejoiced. Bowing
tothe sacred fire,the hero then gripped
the bow and, exerting his power,strung |
it with a proper cord. When mighty
Arjuna strung his bow, the twanging
sound was so piercing that the minds of
those who heard it shuddered.

Having obtained a suitable chariot
and bow, along with two inexhaustible
quivers of arrows, the son of Kunti was
now ready and enthusiastic to assist the
god of fire, who then gave Lord Krsna
a discus whose hub was a thunderbolt.
Holding again His eternal fiery weapon,
which is ever devoted to Him, the Lord
was ready to perform His pastimes.

Fire then said to the Lord,“My dear
Krsna, slayer of Madhu, with this
weapon You will undoubtedly conquer
in battle, even against superhuman op-
ponents. With this weapon You will be
superior in battle to the human beings
and even to the gods, and certainly the
Nagas, the Raksasas, the PiSacas, and
the wicked Daityas—no matter how
excellent your enemy may be. When-
ever You throw this weapon, my dear
Madhava, it will strike down the enemy
in battle, without ever being struck,
and it will always return to Your hand.”

Varuna then gave Lord Krsna a
terrifying club named Kaumodaki,
which roared like a thunderbolt and
brought death to the wicked. Krsna
and Arjuna were enlivened by the gifts.

Prepared with weapons, missiles.
chariots, and banners. they said to Fire,
“We are ready to fight, lord, even with
all the gods and demons, what to speak
of Indra, who desires to fight for the
sake of a serpent.”

Arjunasaid,*When Sii Krsna,chief
of the Vrsnis, hurls His disc weapon,
no one in the universe will stand un-
conquered. Taking the Gandiva bow
and these two inexhaustible quivers
of arrows, I too, O Fire, shall boldly
conquer all the worlds in battle. My
lord, we are ready to help vou, and as
soon as you like, you may surround
the forest with a great fire. This very
moment, blaze away as you desire!"¢R

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, who
holds a Ph.D. in Indology from Har-
vard University, is Professor of Vais-
nava Theology at the Graduate Theo-
logical Union in Berkeley, California.
He frequently speaks at universities
and is translating the Mahabharata
and other Sanskrit works.

Audio-cassette recordings of Hriday-
ananda Dasa Goswami's readings from
the Mahabharata are available from
The Hare Krsna Catalog. To order, or

for more information, see page 36.
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Good Intentions

by Mathuresa Dasa

AA PARKIN San Franciscoa group
of former Haight-Ashbury hip-
pies serves free meals to the homeless.
In a small town in northern Florida a
young lady brings her playful poodle
to the local retirement home to cheer
elderly patients. In a Calcutta slum,
saffron-robed missionaries open hos-
pitals for the poor. The finest partof the
human spirit takes satisfaction in doing
good to others.

Despite all good intentions, how-
ever, there are serious shortcomings to
these noble efforts.

Srila Prabhupada explains, “Such
an outlook of doing good to others in
the form of society, community, family,
country, or humanity is a partial mani-
festation of the original feeling in which
a pure living entity feels happiness by
the happiness of the Supreme Lord.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.3.10, purport)
Intuition of our original love for the
Supreme “is expressed in the manner
of altruism, philanthropy. socialism,
communism, etc., by the undeveloped
minds of less intelligent persons.”

Because most people strongly iden-
tify with their own bodies. they selfishly
seek bodily pleasure. much like ani-
mals. Philanthropy is a step or two
above this animal platform. Instead of
loving only his own body, the philan-
thropist expands his love to his com-
munity, his nation, to humanity, or to
all living beings. He wants to feed,
clothe, shelter, educate, and protect
other bodies. His mind is still undevel-
oped, thinking, “I am this body, they
are those bodies. and we’ll all be happy

42
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by serving the body well.” But he has |
raised himself from the animal plat-
form to the platform of doing good. In
Vedic terms, he has raised himself to-
wards the mode of goodness from the
modes of ignorance and passion.

Despite his elevated position, how-
ever,the philanthropistis hardly better
off than more selfish humans. Serving
the body of society or the body of
humanity doesn’t bring much more
happiness than serving his own body.
Nor is society or humanity satisfied. As
pure spiritual entities. we are origi-
nally accustomed to the unlimited eter-
nal happiness of serving the Supreme
Person, Krsna, of “feeling happiness
by the happiness of the Supreme Lord.”
No amount of bodily service can satisfy
our eternal selves within the body, ei-
ther individually or collectively.

Nor do philanthropists have much
success in serving the body. In America
in the sixties there was a war on pov-
erty,in the seventies a war on crime, in
the eighties a war on drugs, yet poverty,
crime, and drugs persist. They either
won the wars or are still in excellent
fighting condition, as they have been
throughout history. In the Bhagavad-
gita (7.14) Lord Krsna warns that with-
out His assistance we cannot surmount
the forces of His material nature:

daivi hy esa guna-mayi
mama maya duratyaya

mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etam taranti te

“This divine energy of Mine, consist-
ing of the three modes of material na-
ture, is very difficult to overcome. But
those who have surrendered unto Me
can easily cross beyond it.”
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The fundamental forces of material
nature are its three modes: goodness,
passion, and ignorance. The animals
are directed, or forced. predominantly
by passion and ignorance, while hu-
man beings are forced by increased
amounts of goodness, up to the level of
the philanthropist, who is admittedly
very good. But here Krsna indicates
that material goodness is, as much as
passion and ignorance. a force to con-
tend with in surmounting the miseries
of nature, rather than a force liberating
us from those miseries.

Goodness not only fails to cure af-
flictions like poverty, but it diverts our
attention from more serious ailments:
The clothed, well-fed, and well-edu-
cated body grows old, gets diseased,
and dies like any other body: the
wealthiest philanthropist stays as much
a target for suffering in the cycle of

| repeated birth and death as those he

tries to help. The miseries of material
life stay to remind us that by our very
constitution we cannot live happily
while forgetting the Supreme.

Deluded and exhausted by the three
modes of material nature, everyone
is rendered incapable of understand-
ing the inexhaustible Supreme Lord,
Krsna, who is above the modes. “The
best among the fools who are thus de-
luded,” Srila Prabhupada says, “are
those who engage in altruistic activi-
ties . . . Anyone who misunderstands
the perishable body to be the self and
who works for it in the name of sociol-
ogy. politics, philanthropy, altruism,
nationalism, or internationalism . . . is
certainly afool.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
3.5.11, purport) For all his effort, the
philanthropist becomes only the best
of fools.



BSERVER

e Issues of the Day

The philanthropist has the praise-
worthy ambition to free others from
suffering. He just doesn’t know how.
Krsna says that alone we cannot sur-
mount His material nature and its mis-
eries but “those who have surrendered
toMe can easily cross beyondit.” Those
who surrender to God as His servants
are quickly reintroduced to His spiri-
tual nature, which is deathless and oth-
erwise misery-free. In the spiritual
nature, everyone feels happiness by
serving Krsna's senses with devotion.

Forgetfulness of this original happi- |

ness throws usinto the miserable mate-
rial nature, forcing us to serve our own
senses.

Of course, many philanthropists and
philanthropic organizations have reli-
gious affiliations and formally acknowl-
edge the importance of worshiping
God. But their activities most often
stay on the platform of material good-
ness because of their vague or imper-
sonal understandings of the soul and of
God, the supreme soul. Evenif, through
great austerities, they raise themselves
to a transcendental position, they re-
turn to the material nature for lack of
shelter in service to the Personality of
Godhead.

While sometimes appreciating
God’s position as the supreme creator
and controller, these worshipers have
little idea what He looks like, where
He lives, how He dresses, what He
likes to eat, or what He does in His
spiritual kingdom beyond this material
one. They therefore gravitate, in the
name ol serving God, towards serving
in their goodness persons they do some-
what understand—the poor, the sick,
the hungry and distressed—thus help-
ing no one. They occasionally go so far

as to say that the poor are God.“Those
in goodness cannot understand the soul
as a person.” Srila Prabh upada warns.
“This keeps them in goodness, and
unless they are attracted by Krsna-
katha they cannot be liberated.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.5.11, purport)

Krsna-katha means hearing, discuss-
ing, and glorifying the Supreme Lord
in His personal forms. Such glorifi-
cation purifies one’s heart of all vague
and impersonal conceptions of the
Supreme. It powerfully impels one to
render service to Him and to all liv-
ing entities, whom Krsna claims in
the Gita as His eternal individual
parts. Devotional service to Krsna re-
duces, then climinates altogether, the
material miseries.

The bestform of philanthropy.there-
fore—the only effective form—is to
introduce oneself and others to the
practice of Krsna-katha and devotional
service. All other forms of welfare must
continue, but always accompanied by
Krsna-katha in order to develop and

| maintain the true perspective that do-

ing good to others means helping them
render devotional service with full
knowledge and enthusiasm. Philan-
thropy without Krsna-katha is futile.

“Devoteesare not unconcerned with
the people’s welfare,” Srila Prabhupada
assures us. “They are always anxious
to see how the people can be made
happy both materially and spiritually.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.14.7, purport)
But they know that the root of all suf-
fering is forgetfulness of our relation-
ship with Krsna, that the miseries of
material life are designed to propel us
towards remembering Him, and that
those miseries stay insurmountable
until we do so. @
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RAMA-RAJYA
AUTOMATICALLY

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

A lecture given in Phoenix, Arizona, USA, on April 16, 1997, during the
festival honoring the appearance day of Lord Ramacandra.

E ARE CELEBRATING this evening Rama Navami, the appear-

ance day of Lord Ramacandra. Many of you know quite well the

history of Rama. Very briefly, for those who may not be so familiar,

we are celebrating the appearance in this universe of a very important

incarnation of God, the Supreme Lord who came to the world as Rama, or

Ramacandra,in the celebrated Raghu dynasty along,long time ago,before
recorded history in the Western sense of the term.

Just as nowadays there are many bad leaders in the world,so also long,
long ago there was a demon, or asura, named Ravana. The very name
Ravana means that he made the whole world cry in anguish. Ravana had
received a blessing from Brahma, the engineer or secondary creator of the
universe, that he could not be killed by any god. Ravana did not ask for
immunity from death at the hands of human beings, because he had
contempt for human beings.

To understand this story, which traditionally has been understood as
history,not as mythology,we have to also understand the picture oflife that
we receive in the ancient Vedic literature, which has come down to us from
India. We find a much more cosmopolitan, sophisticated picture of the
universe,not the provincial view we find in modern materialistic society—
that we human beings are all in all. Modern scientists often ridicule former
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Sita is called “the mother of the universe.”
On the pretext of rescuing Sita, Rama killed
Ravana and saved the world.

ways of thinking by saying that people believed the earth
was the center of the universe and that all the planets went
around the earth. Scientists laugh at this geocentric model.
But they themselves have not improved upon this, because
they are very much geocentric and anthropocentric, in the
sense that, as far as they know, in the universe there is
nothing but them;there is nolife in other places. Sometimes
they speculate that they may be discovering other planets,

but as far as they know there is nothing else. They tend to |

ridicule the information we receive in ancient literature that
the universe is filled with intelligent living beings.

NOT MYTHOLOGY

It should not be taken as mythology when we hear that
long,long ago Ravana received a benediction from Brahma
that he would not meet death at the hands of the superior
living beings who manage the universe. For example. an
intelligent human being can understand that in this city,
Phoenix, there are trained people managing. It’s not auto-
matically that the lights go on, that the traffic lights work,
that there’s electricity, that when you turn the switch on
your tap, water comes out, that food is being delivered to
the wholesale and retail markets in an orderly fashion,
and so on.

These things are not going on automatically. But from the
point of view of a child or an animal these things are
automatic. Similarly, this modern notion that all these forces
within the universe—the cosmic lighting, the cosmic water
supply, the wind, and so on—are working automatically is
not an advanced or scientific notion; rather. it’s the view of
a child or an animal.

So we can see practically that people have now become
like animals. That is stated in Vedic literature:

ahara-nidra-bhaya-maithunar ca
samanyam etat pasubhir naranam

dharmo hi tesam adhiko viseso
dharmena hinah pasubhih samanah

The first premise here is that there is no difference
between human beings and animals in the basic functions of
eating, sleeping, mating, and defending. We eat, the animals
eat; we sleep, they sleep: and so on. But dharmo hi tesam
adhiko visegah: the particular superiority of human life lies
in dharma. A human being has the capacity to ascertain and
to willfully, consciously obey the laws of God. That capacity

46 Back TO GODHEAD + MARCH/APRIL 1998

is normally absent in lower forms of life. And so a human
being who is bereft of dharma—who in no way understands
that there are laws of God and higher spiritual principles—
is equal to an animal.

This is very simple logic. If you say in abstract terms that
a is distinguished from b by a certain quality you can call y,
then if you remove y there’s no further distinction. Then a
equals b. So because people nowadays have no sense of
dharma, they are equal to animals.

The only dharma nowadays is that I have my rights.
There’s no further talk of dharma.The discourse is in terms
of rights. I have a right to do anything, whatever I want to do
to enjoy my body. My body belongs to me. I can kill my baby
if [ like. I can kill animals if I like. I can do anything. Because
people have become like animals, because they have no

| dharma. they cannot understand the intelligence behind the

natural arrangements.

UNIVERSAL MANAGERS SEEK HELP

Sothere are devatas, or gods,intelligent living beings who
manage the universe, and long, long ago Brahma gave the
benediction to Ravana that he could not be killed by the
devatas. Ravana, being contemptuous of human beings,
didn’t ask for protection from humans. The devatas prayed
to the Supreme Lord,*Please come to this world playing the
role of a human being, because thatisaloophole in Ravana’s
contract. Ravana can be killed by a human being.”

The devatas wanted to maintain law and order without
breaking Brahma’s contract with Ravana. If you own a
company and sign a contract with someone,even though the
contract may not be favorable or may cause some harm, you
want some solution that does not explicitly violate the terms
of the contract, because law and order has to be maintained.
So the request of the devatas is significant in that way.

It is also significant that God—the Supreme Lord, Puru-
sottama, Bhagavan—can come down to this world. After all,
if you are the owner, if you create some enterprise and it is

| under your administration then no one can stop you if you

want to go to your warehouse, your factory, your office, your
clinic, or whatever. Who can stop you? So if Krsna, or God,
wants to come to this world, Krsna can come.

Now, as many of you know, God came and appeared as
the perfect king, Rama, and there are so many stories told in
the history known as the Ramayana. Somehow Ravana, this
evil person, kidnapped the wife of Rama, the famous Sita,
the ideal woman.She is called jagad mata, “the mother of the
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If we want Rama-rajya,
we should ask ourselves, “Am I prepared
to act as a loving servant of Rama?”

universe.” On the pretext of rescuing Sita, Rama killed
Ravana and saved the world.

It you study the character of Ravana, you find that in
many ways he was a very advanced, educated person. And
his kingdom, Sti Lanka, was very sophisticated. Even Hanu-
man. the great devotee of Rama, was impressed by the cul-

tural level of Lanka. There were all kinds of performing arts |

and culture and poetry, and very beautiful people. Every-
thing was organized very nicely. The economy was flourish-
ing. There was exquisite architecture. Practically in every
sense it would have to be considered an ideal place to live.

There was only one flaw in Ravana’s program, as Srila
Prabhupadarepeatedly points out. The one mistake, the one
fatal flaw in Ravana’s program of social development, was
that he wanted to enjoy Laksmi (Sita) without Nar-
ayana (Rama). Laksmi is the goddess of fortune, and her
husband is Narayana, the Supreme Lord.

When Krsna was here five thousand years ago, He lived
in Dvaraka. in Gujarat. So that place was also flourishing.
The difference between Sri Lanka and Dvaraka, or between
Sri Lanka and Ayodhya, the kingdom of Rama, was that in
Dvaraka and Ayodhya people were accepting Laksmi with
Narayana,whereas Ravana thought, “I will take Narayana's

place. I will take Laksmi without Narayana.” And therefore |

despite all his qualifications, he was destroyed.

MODERN RAVANAS

[t is plain to see that modern society tends more to the
Ravana side, to take Laksmi without Narayana. That is
called secularism, and it is causing modern problems. Every-
one knows how the world is becoming poisoned. From the
environmental perspective, the world is being poisoned
because people’s minds are poisoned by this evil thought
that I can take Laksmi.”

The notion that “I can take Laksmi without Narayana”
is wrong. If we understand anything from the Ramayana,
from the glorious story of Rama, we should understand this
point. We should not try to take Laksmi in any way, shape,
or form, without Narayana.

We should rather be like the Ayodhya-vasis, the residents
of Ayodhya. They had not become like Ravana. They knew
Lord Rama as the proprietor of everything. From the Vedic
point of view, the very first principle you find is that God is
the supreme proprictor. The [Sopanisad, among all the
Upanisads, has a special place historically because it is the
only Upanisad directly taken from the text of a Vedic

very first statement is isavasyam idar sarvam: “Whatever
exists in the universe is the property of God.”

And Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita, sarva-loka
mahesvaram: I am the proprietor, the great Lord of all the
worlds.” He also says, aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah
sarvam pravartate: 1 am the source of everything; every-
thing emanates from Me.”

Everywordin the Gitais significant. Krsna says. iti matva
bhajante mam: “Intelligent persons worship Me.” This is the
real point of the Ramayana. We should clearly understand
the fault of Ravana. He did not recognize the position of
Réama or Narayana.

BECOMING AYODHYA-VASIS

Let us take advantage of this occasion to remember
Rama and to rededicate ourselves to the real work of
human life. If you study Ayodhya, you find that the resi-
dents were not impoverished. It was the most opulent city.
It is not that by considering oneself a humble servant of
Rama one becomes a loser. We can identify in some way
with the residents of Ayodhya. We can see what their atti-
tude was, how they were living. People talk about Rama-
rajya, the reign of Rama. Of course, this is a controversial
topicinIndianowadays. Butatleast if we want Rama-rajya,
we should begin with ourselves. We should ask ourselves,
“How am I prepared to become an Ayodhya-vasi?” [t’s not
simply a question of getting other people to do things; am

| /prepared to become like the residents of Ayodhya? Am I

prepared to act as a loving servant of Rama the way those
people did?

The real way to have Rama-rajya is to convince others
to love Rama and to act in this mood, as loving servants
of God. The residents of Ayodhya were prepared to do
anything for Rama. When He was exiled to the forest,
they were all prepared to go with Him. He had to convince
them to stay behind, to keep His city going. It’s not that
they were prepared to worship Rama only if they would
get some opulence. They were prepared to give up every-
thing in a moment to be with Rama or to satisfy Rama.
They could do anything for the satisfaction of Sita and
Rama. So when a significant portion of the people have
this understanding, then automatically, naturally, there
will be Rama-rajya. €

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami is translating the epic Maha-

| bharata, an excerpt of which appears in each issue of Back

samhita, or treatise— the Sama Veda. In the Isopanisad the | to Godhead.
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THE RIGHT
MEDICINE

We place our trust in healers of the body,
but we lack faith in true healers of the soul.

by Devamrta Swami

In his book Perfect Escape, Devamrta Swami
comments on the teachings of the saint Jada Bha-
rata to King Rahiigana, found in the Fifth Canto
of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Having heard from Jada
Bharata, King Rahiigana is now speaking.

£ ECAUSE OF the material conceptions that
have shackled my mind, I declare myself
diseased. My body, made of matter,is full of
dirty things, and my vision is polluted by pride.
Your words of nectar are the right medicine for
me, like vaccine for one bitten by a snake. Like
cooling water, your instructions relieve one from
the scorching fever of material attachment.”
Have you ever known anyone afflicted with a
terminal disease like cancer? Of course, in one
sense everyone is a terminal case, as the death of
the body is common to all. Nevertheless, we all
want to live a full life span. Longevity is our ex-
pected privilege as members of the developed
world. Just think what happens when an edu-
cated person of sufficient financial means re-
ceives a medical diagnosis that the end is near.
Once the initial shock wears off. the person at
once begins a desperate search for a brilliant
doctor. We are all trained to believe that the fron-

tiers of science will continuously offer new pros-
pects for miraculous cures.

A wealthy patient eagerly researches even the
most remote leads. Consider, for example, the
famous American basketball player Magic John-
son. When he learned he was HIV positive, he at
once deployed his millions to seek out the premier
AIDS specialistsin America. No possibilities were
left unexplored.

Suppose you have bone cancer. Fortunately,
friends in the alternative medical scene tell you of
a doctor who has astonishing success reversing
deterioration in patients who surrender to his or
her radical prescriptions. Just visualize what your
attitude would be upon arriving at the treatment
center: “Doctor, I've heard all about your special
therapy and its extraordinary possibilities. Con-
ventional doctors have given me no chance to live,
but I'll do anything you say to save my life. Your
reputation is famous throughout all the journals
of alternative healing. Please treat me. At least
put me on the waiting list. I promise I'll follow
your every instruction completely—no matter
how much I have to change my living habits.”

Bernie S. Siegal, alternative doctor and au-
thor, has sold millions of books recommending

Photo by Yamaraja Dasa
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One should not accept the tutelage of
a spiritual guide without investigating whether he can
indeed supply all the spiritual necessities.

altitudinal healing.*Hope is therapeu-
tic,” he says. Although statistics show
that a person with x number of termi-
nal symptoms will die in y number of
months, he tells of special possibilities.
You could be among the exceptional
cases—if you change your mentality.
He advocates love, laughter,and doing
what you like to do. Especially you
should “live life to the max.” Then you
may qualify yourself for a complete
remission, or at least a partial mitiga-
tion. People naturally flock to him for
personal care.

Siegalsays he wouldn’t describe him-
self as a consummate optimist. Early
in his medical career, he saw that al-
though he was trained to help people
live. everyone in fact dies. So he feels
that if he can spread some happiness
amidst the anguish of life, he has made
a significant contribution. “I'm a real-
ist,” he said in a radio interview. I
know there’s pain and trouble ahead,
but I choose joy. As Joseph Campbell
said: ‘I'm here to participate joyfully
in the sorrows of the world." Life is
tough, but since I'm here for a limited
time, I choose joy. That’s a choice we all
have to make or we're not going to be
grateful for life or be happy.”

Judging by sales of Siegal’s book,
people appreciate his efforts. Like
other alternative-medicine authors—
Deepak Chopra, Larry Dossey. An-
drew Weil—Siegal firmly insists on a
reciprocal relationship of love and trust
between the doctor and patient. The
doctor must resonate with the patient’s
inner nature, so that the patient can
arouse the dormantinnerstrengths cru-
cial for the healing process.

The Western world easily accepts
devotion to Siegal and his method-
ology. We cherish a doctor reputed for
postponing disease and death. For a
transcendentalist,however.the public’s
attitude differs. Society has hardly any
idea how to encourage a genuine spiri-
tual teacher. We don’t understand the

dynamics of the relationship between a
bona fide spiritual guide and a student.
Nor do we understand the goal of that
relationship.

Take for example Joseph Campbell,
the famous popularizer of mythology.
Commenting on Westerners’ seeking
spiritual guides, the late scholar said:*1
think that is bad news. [ really do think
you can take clues from teachers; |
know you can. But, you see, the tradi-
tional Oriental idea is that the student
should submit absolutely to the teacher.
The guru actually assumes responsibil-
ity for the student’s moral life, and that
is total giving. | don’t think that’s quite

proper for a Western person. One of

the big spiritual truths for the West is
that each of usis a unique creature,and
consequently has a unique path.”

Yes, each of us is an individual.
Krsna. in the Bhagavad-gita, confirms
the eternal individuality of both the
minute living entity and Himself, the
Complete Whole: “Never was there a
time when I did not exist, nor you, nor
all these kings; nor in the future shall
any of us cease to be.” (2.12) Yet when
living entities forget their relationship
with the supreme source, they all suffer
a common disease. Everywhere you'll
find the same plague: misidentifica-
tion with the body and mind, concur-
rent with an intense struggle to live an
illusory life separate from Krsna, the
Complete Whole.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.5.18)
warns that no one should become a
spiritual teacher who cannot rescue a
student from the cycle of repeated
birth. discase, old age, and death. In
fact, the text cautions that one should
not even become a parent or a spouse
if one cannot accomplish this most
important task. Therefore, all Krsna
conscious literature advises that one
not accept the tutelage of a spiritual
guide without investigating whether
he can indeed supply all the spiritual
necessities. But when you find a doc-
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tor who can actually heal the tumor of
material existence, why not humble
vourself in love and trust?

Doctors like Bernie Siegal aspire
only to ease the pain in an admittedly
tough and trouble-filled world. Cer-
tainly we do need to keep our bodies in
the best possible health, and for tal-

ented medical help we should be grate-

ful. But we should remember that even
the most acclaimed doctors can offer
only stop-gap measuresin atemporary,
precarious existence. For their critical
aid in pursuing the ignorance that feels
like bliss, we adore them. We desper-
ately seek their guidance like drown-
ing men battling for air. No arguments,
just, “Doc, I know you can help me
where all others have failed. Whatever
you advise, I'll do without argument.”
Actually, everyone is a terminal
case—the death rate is 100 percent.
Yet fed by scholarly and popular mis-
understandings, we fail to value real
therapy, real medicine, and to take
advantage ol Krsna consciousness.
“Physician, heal thyself.” Why
merely take part in so-called joy in the
sorrows of the world? Why not learn to
rise above illusion and teach others to
do the same? The Srimad-Bhagavatam
(5.5.4) says:“When a person considers
sense gratification the aim of life, he
certainly becomes mad after material-
istic living and engages in all kinds of
sinful activity. He does not know that

| due to his past misdeeds he has already

received a body which, although tem-
porary, is the cause of his misery. Actu-
ally the living entity should not have
taken on a material body, but he has
been awarded the material body for
sense gratification. Therefore I think it
not befitting an intelligent person to
involve himself again in the activities
of sense gratification by which he per-
petually gets material bodies one after

| another.”

Here we find a clear invitation to
(please turn to page 60)
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SERVICE
BY FRIENDSHIP
AND CHARITY

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teachir 1g His
mother, Devahiti, about Sarnkhya, the analytical study of all
existence. As the Stimad-Bha gavatam continues, Lord Kapila
explains how to serve the Supersoul within the heart of every
living being.

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 29

27 99 9 QY YEHH T |
RIS g 1Rl

atha mar sarva-bhiitesu
bhatatmanar krialayam

arhayed dana-manabhyar
maitryabhinnena caksusa

atha—therefore; mam—Me; sarva-bhiitesu—in all crea-
tures; bhuta-atmanam—the Self in all beings; krta-alayam
—abiding: arhayet—one should propitiate; dana-manda-
bhyam—through charity and respect; maitrya—through
friendship: abhinnena—equal; caksusa—by viewing.

Therefore, through charitable gifts and attention, as well as

should propitiate Me, who abide in all creatures as their very
Self.

| PURPORT (continued from last issue): We should not. at the

same time, misunderstand that the Supersoul situated in the
heart of an animal like a hog and the Supersoul situated in
the heartof alearned brahmana are different. The Supersoul
in all living entities is the same Supreme Personality of
Godhead. By His omnipotence, He can live anywhere, and
He can create His Vaikuntha situation everywhere. That is
His inconceivable potency. Therefore, when Narayana is
living in the heart of a hog, He does not become a hog-
Narayana. He is always Narayana and is unaffected by the
body of the hog.

28 1A G ad: TORI: TN |
G 1 O LUSGE (e e (R IETA

jivah srestha hy ajivandm
tatah prana-bhrtah subhe

tatah sa-cittah pravaras
tatas cendriya-vritayah

jivah—living entities; sresthah—better; hi—indeed; ajiva-

through friendly behavior and by viewing all to be alike, one | nam—than inanimate objects; fatah—than them; prana-
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

bhrtah—entities with life symptoms: subhe—O blessed
mother; tatah—than them; sa-cittah—entities with developed
consciousness; pravarah—better; (atah—than them; ca—
and; indriya-vrttayah—those with sense perception.

Living entities are superior to inanimate objects, O blessed
mother, and among them, living entities who display life

symptoms are better. Animals with developed consciousness |

are better than them, and better still are those who have
developed sense perception.

PURPORT: In the previous verse it was explained that
living entities should be honored by charitable gifts and
friendly behavior, and in this verse and in the following
verses, the description of different grades of living entities is
given so that one can know when to behave friendly and
when to give charity. For example, a tiger is a living entity.
partand parcel of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
the Supreme Lord is living in the heart of the tiger as
Supersoul. But does this mean that we have to treat the tiger
in a friendly manner? Certainly not. We have to treat him
differently, giving him charity in the form of prasdda. The
many saintly persons in the jungles do not treat the tigers in
a [riendly way, but they supply prasada foodstuffs to them.
The tigers come, take the food and go away, just as a dog
does. According to the Vedic system. a dog is not allowed to
enter the house. Because of their uncleanliness, cats and
dogs are not allowed within the apartment of a gentleman,
but are so trained that they stand outside. The compassionate
householder will supply prasdda to the dogs and cats, who
eat outside and then go away. We must treat the lower living
entities compassionately, but this does not mean that we
have to treat them in the same way we treat other human
beings. The feeling of equality must be there, but the
treatmentshould be discriminating. Justhow discrimination
should be maintained is given in the following six verses
concerning the different grades of living conditions.

The first division is made between dead, stonelike matter
and the living organism. A living organism is sometimes
manifested even in stone. Experience shows that some hills
and mountains grow. This is due to the presence of the soul
within that stone. Above that, the next manifestation of the
living condition is development of consciousness, and the
next manifestation is the development of sense perception.
In the Moksa-dharmasection of the Mahabharataitis stated
that trees have developed sense perception; they cansee and
smell. We know by experience that trees can see. Sometimes
in its growth a large tree changes its course of development
to avoid some hindrances. This means that a tree can see,and
according to Mahabharata, atree can alsosmell. Thisindicates
the development of sense perception.

20 TR AT wau @WIRA |
X rafiE: Agwd: TR T 1R
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tatrapi sparsa-vedibhyah
pravara rasa-vedinah

tebhyo gandha-vidah sresthas
tatah sabda-vido varah

tatra—among them: api—morcover; sparsa-vedibhyah—
than those perceiving touch: pravarah—better; rasa-
vedinah—those perceiving taste: tebhyah—than them;
candha-vidah—those perceiving smell; Sresthah—Dbetter;
tatah—than them; sabda-vidah—those perceiving sound:
varah—Dbetter.

Among the living entities who have developed sense
perception, those who have developed the sense of taste are
better than those who have developed only the sense of
touch. Better than them are those who have developed the
sense of smell,and better still are those who have developed
the sense of hearing.

PURPORT: Although Westerners accept that Darwin first
expounded the doctrine of evolution, the science of
anthropology is not new. The development of the
evolutionary process was known long before from the
Bhagavatam, which was written five thousand years ago.
There are records of the statements of Kapila Muni, who
was present almost in the beginning of the creation. This
knowledge has existed since the Vedic time, and all these
sequences are disclosed in Vedic literature; the theory of
gradual evolution or anthropology is not new to the Vedas.
It is said here that amongst the trees there are also
evolutionary processes; the different kinds of trees have
touch perception. Itis said that better than the trees are the
fish because fish have developed the sense of taste. Better
than the fish are the bees, who have developed the sense of
smell, and better than them are the serpents because serpents
have developed the sense ol hearing. In the darkness of
night a snake can find its catables simply by hearing the
frog’s very pleasant cry. The snake can understand, “There
is the frog,” and he captures the frog simply because of its
sound vibration. Thisexample is sometimes given for persons
who vibrate sounds simply for death. One may have a very
nice tongue that can vibrate sound like the frogs, but that

| kind of vibration is simply calling death. The best use of the

tongue and of sound vibration is to chant Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama. Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. That will protect one from the
hands of cruel death.
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riipa-bheda-vidas tatra
tatas cobhayato-datah

tesam bahu-padah sresthas
catus-padas tato dvi-pat



SREMAD-BH/‘\GAVATAM

ritpa-bheda—distinctions of form; vidah—those who
perceive; tatra—than them; fatah—than them; ca—and;
ubhayatah—in both jaws; datah—those with teeth; tesam—
of them; bahu-padah—those who have many legs; sresthah—
better; catuh-padah—ftour-legged; tatah—than them; dvi-
pat—two-legged.

Better than those living entities who can perceive sound are
those who can distinguish between one form and another.
Better than them are those who have developed upper and
lower sets of teeth, and better still are those who have many
legs. Better than them are the quadrupeds, and better still
are the human beings.

PURPORT: It is said that certain birds, such as crows, can
distinguish one form from another. Living entities that have
many legs, like the wasp, are better than plants and grasses,
which have no legs. Four-legged animals are better than
many-legged living entities, and better than the animals is
the human being, who has only two legs.
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tato varnas ca catvaras

tesam brahmana uttamah
brahmanesv api veda-jio

hy artha-jiio "bhyadhikas tatah

tatah—among them; varpah—classes; ca—and; catvarah—
four; tesam—of them; brahmanah—a brahmana; uttamah—
best; brahmanesu—among the brahmanas; api—moreover;
veda—the Vedas; jiah—one who knows; hi—certainly;
artha—the purpose; jiah—one who knows; abhyadhikah—
better; fatah—than him.

Among humanbeings, the society whichis divided according
to quality and work is best, and in that society, the intelligent
men,who are designated as brahmanas, are best. Among the
brahmanas, one who has studied the Vedas is the best, and
among the brahmanas who have studied the Vedas, one who
knows the actual purport of Veda is the best.

PURPORT: The system of four classifications in human
sociely according to quality and work is very scientific. This
system of brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas, and siidras has now
become vitiated as the present caste system in India, but it
appears that this system has been current a very long time,
since it is mentioned in Srimad- Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-
gita. Unless there is such a division of the social orders in
human society, including the intelligent class, the martial
class, the mercantile class, and the laborer class, there is
always confusion as to who is to work for what purpose. A
person trained to the stage of understanding the Absolute
Truthis a brahmana, and when such a brahmana s veda-jiia,
he understands the purpose of Veda. The purpose of Veda is

to understand the Absolute. One who understands the
Absolute Truth in three phases, namely Brahman,
Paramatma, and Bhagavan, and who understands the term
Bhagavan to mean the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is
considered to be the best of the brahmanas, or a Vaisnava.
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artha-jnat samsaya-cchetta
tatah sreyan sva-karma-krt

mukta-sangas tato bhityan
adogdha dharmam atmanah

artha-jiiat—than one who knows the purpose of the Vedas;
samsaya—doubts; chetta—one who cuts off; tatah—than
him; sreyan—beltter;sva-karma—his prescribed duties; krt—
one who executes; mukta-sangah—Iliberated from material
association; tatah—than him; bhiayan—Dbetter; adogdha—
not executing; dharmam—devotional service; atmanah—
for himself.

Better than the brahmana who knows the purpose of the
Vedas is he who can dissipate all doubts, and better than

| him is one who strictly follows the brahminical princi-

ples. Better than him is one who is liberated from all ma-
terial contamination, and better than him is a pure devotee,
who executes devotional service without expectation of
reward.

PURPORT: Artha-jia brahmana refers to one who has
made a thorough analytical study of the Absolute Truth and
who knows that the Absolute Truth is realized in three
different phases, namely Brahman, Paramatma, and Bhaga-
van. If someone not only has this knowledge but is able
to clear all doubts if questioned about the Absolute Truth,
he is considered better. Further, there may be a learned
brahmana-Vaisnava who can explain clearly and eradicate
all doubts, but if he does not follow the Vaisnava princi-
ples. then he is not situated on a higher level. One must be
able to clear all doubts and simultaneously be situated in the
brahminical characteristics. Such a person, who knows the
purpose of the Vedic injunctions, who can employ the prin-
ciples laid down in the Vedic literature, and who teaches
his disciples in that way, is called an acarya. The position of
an dacarya is that he executes devotional service with no
desire for elevation to a higher position of life.
The highest perfectional brahmana is the Vaisnava. A
faisnava who knows the science of the Absolute Truth but
is not able to preach such knowledge to others is described
as being in the lower stage, one who not only understands
the principles of the science of God but can also preachis in
the second stage. and one who not only can preach but who
also sees everything in the Absolute Truth and the Absolute
Truth in everything is in the highest class of Vaisnavas. It is
mentioned here that a Vaisnava is already a brahmana; in
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fact, the highest stage of brahminical perfection is reached

when one becomes a Vaisnava.
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tasman mayy arpitasesa-
kriyarthatma nirantarah

mayy arpitatmanah pumso
mayi sannyasta-karmanah

na pasyami param bhittam
akartuh sama-darsanat

tasmat—than him;mayi—unto Me;arpita—offered;asesa—
all;kri yr.’*—uclions;m‘rha—weatllh;rh’mﬁ?—lil’t:,soul;mrc'umrrm{'f
—without cessation; mayi—unto Me; arpita—offered;
atmanah—whose mind; purmisah—than a person; mayi—
unto Me; sannyasta—dedicated; karmanah—whose activi-
ties; na—not; pasyami—I see; param—greater; bhiitam—
living entity; akartuh—without proprietorship; sama—same;
dar§anat—whose vision.

Therefore I do not find a greater person than he who has
no interest outside of Mine and who therefore engages and
dedicates all his activities and all his life—everything—unto
Me without cessation.

PURPORT: In this verse the word sama-darsandt means
that he no longer has any separate interest; the devotee’s
interest and the Supreme Personality of Godhead’s interest
are one.Forexample, Lord Caitanya,in the role of a devotee,
also preached the same philosophy. He preached that Krsna
is the worshipful Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and that the interest of His pure devotees is the same as His
OWII.

Sometimes Mayavadi philosophers, due to a poor fund of

knowledge, define the word sama-darsanat to mean that a '

devotee should see himself as one with the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. This is foolishness. When one thinks
himself one with the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
there is no question of serving Him. When there is service,
there must be a master. Three things must be present for
there to be service: the master, the servant, and the service.
Here it is clearly stated that he who has dedicated his life, all
his activities, his mind, and his soul—everything—for the
satisfaction of the Supreme Lord, is considered to be the
greatest person.

The word akartuh means “without any sense of pro-
prietorship.” Everyone wants to act as the proprietor of his
actions so that he can enjoy the result. A devotee, however,
has no such desire; he acts because the Personality of

Godhead wants him to act in a particular way. He has no |
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personal motive. When Lord Caitanya preached Krsna
consciousness, it was not with the purpose that people
would call Him Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead;
rather, He preached that Krsna is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead and should be worshiped as such. A devotee
who is a most confidential servant of the Lord never does
anything for his personal account, but does everything for
the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord. It is clearly stated,
therefore, mayi sannyasta-karmanah: the devotee works,
but he works for the Supreme. It is also stated, mayy
arpitatmanah: “He gives his mind unto Me.” These are the
qualifications of a devotee, who, according to this verse. is
accepted as the highest of all human beings.

34 FAAQIA A AONEg AT |
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manasaitani bhiitani
pranamed bahu manayan
isvaro jiva-kalaya
pravisto bhagavan iti

manasa—with the mind; etani—to these; bhatani—Iliving
entities; pranamet—he offers respects; bahu manayan—
showing regard; isvarah—the controller: jiva—of the living
entities; kalaya—by His expansion as the Supersoul: pra-
vistah—has entered: bhagavan—the Supreme Personality
of Godhead; iti—thus.

Such a perfect devotee offers respects to every living entity
because he is under the firm conviction that the Supreme
Personality of Godhead has entered the body of every
living entity as the Supersoul, or controller.

PURPORT: A perfect devotee, as described above, does
not make the mistake of thinking that because the Supreme
Personality of Godhead as Paramatma has entered into the
body of every living entity, every living entity has become
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is foolishness.
Suppose a person enters into a room; that does not mean
that the room has become that person. Similarly. that the
Supreme Lord has entered into each of the 8,400,000
particular types of material bodies does not mean that each
of these bodies has become the Supreme Lord. Because the
Supreme Lord is present, however, a pure devotee accepts
each body as the temple of the Lord, and since the devotee
offers respect to such temples in full knowledge, he gives
respect to every living entity in relationship with the Lord.
Mayavadi philosophers wrongly think that because the
Supreme Person has entered the body of a poor man, the
Supreme Lord has become daridra-narayana, or poor
Narayana.These are all blasphemous statements of atheists
and nondevotees.
(continued in the next issue)
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E-mail: ksetra@aol.com
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085/
Fax: (314) 535-0672/ E-mail: stl@com.org
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/
Tel. (619) 483-2500/ Fax: (619) 483-0941/ E-mail: dmraj@ix.netcom.com
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3283/
Fax: (206) 868-8028/ E-mail: haribol@iskcon.net
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic St.,, 32304/ Tel. & fax: (850) 661-9258/
E-mail: frr2897@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. & fax: (973) 299-0970
E-mail: iskconnj@blast.net
Tueson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630/ Fax: (520) 791-0906
E-mail: 105613.1744@compuserve.com
Washington, D.C. — 3200 Ivy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493/ Fax: (301) 261-4797/
E-mail: ifast@iskecon.com
Washington, D.C. — 10310 Daklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100/
Fax: (301) 983-5451/ E-mail: potomac.temple@usa.net
FARM COMMUNITIES
AMlachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32616/ Tel. (904) 462-2017/
E-mail: iskcon@afn.org ;
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Rd., 39426/ Tel. (601) 749-0544 ar
799-1354/ Fax: (601) 799-2924/ E-mail: talavan@datastar.net
Guraho, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492/ Fax: (919) 732-8033/ E-mail: bkgoswami@compuserve.com
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel. (615) 759-6888/
Fax: (615) 759-5785/ E-mail; 104400.3353@compuserve.com
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. & fax: (717) 527-4101/
E-mail: acyutadasi@acsworld.net
ADDITIOMAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Fresno, California — Govinda's, 2373 E. Shaw, 93710/ Tel. (209) 225-1230
Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (352) 376-9012

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — Brooklands, 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE, Northern Ireland/
Tel, +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rdl., Edgbaston, B16 T8/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4399
Bristal, England — Alberta Cottage, Wraxhall Rel., Nailsea, BS19 18N/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788
Cardiff, Wales — 18 Greenfield Place, Cagrphilly, Mid Glamorgan/ Tel. +44 (01222) 831579
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford, West Midlands
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel, +44 (01203) 552822 or 555420/
E-mail: haridas kds@com.bbt.se
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Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 0ES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790/ Fax: +44 (01555) 834526/ E-mail: 106225.2716@compuserve.com

Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoreshy St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/
Tel. & fax: +44 (0116) 236-7723/ E-mail: gauranga.sundara@com.hbt.se

Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St., Enaland, Merseyside, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708-9400 or
643-8817/ E-mail: iskcon.liverpool.uk@com.bbt.se

London, England (city) — 9/10 Soho St., W1V 5DA, England/ Tel. +44 (0171) 437-3662;
(residential/pujaris/shop:) 439-3606/ Fax: +44 (0171) 439-1127; Govinda's Restaurant:
Tel. +44 (0171) 437-4928; (office:) 437-5875/ E-mail: london@com.bbt.se

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Dharam Marg, Hilfield Lane, Watford, Herts,
WD2 8EZ, England/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244/ Fax: +44 (01923) 852896/
E-mail; bhaktivedanta.manor@com.bbt.se

London, England (south) — 42 Enmare Rd., South Norwood, Londan SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296 or 654-3138

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel. +44 (0161) 226-4416/ Tel. & fax: +44 (0161) 860-6117/
E-mail: krishna.dharma.mg@.com.bbt.se

Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 304 Westgate Rd., Tyne & Wear, NE4 68R/
Tel, +44 (0191) 222-0150

Plymouth, England — 5 Erme Park, Ermington, Devon PL2 9LY, England/ Tel. +44 (01548) 830085

Romford, England — 3 Rowan Walk, Hornchurch, Essex, RM11 2JA, England/
Tel. +44 (01708) 454092

FARM COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. & fax: +353 (0508) 73305 or
73292/ E-mail: pragosa@connect.ie

Lisnaskea, Northern Ireland — Govindadvipa Dhama, [SKCON Inishrath Island, BT92 9GN
Lisnaskea, Go. Fermanagh/ Tel, +44 (013657) 21512 or 22682

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manar)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood,
Herts WD6 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT AND DINING
Dublin, Ireland — Govinda's Restaurant, 4 Aungier 5t., Dublin 2/ E-mail: pragosa@conngct.ie

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, SA 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 8234-1378/
Fax: (08) 8234-1481/ E-mail: nash0024@flinders.edu.au
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly), QLD 4068/
Tel. +61 (07) 3379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: brishane@com.bbt.se
Canberra— 117 Hawksbury Crescent, Farrer, ACT 2607/ Tel. +61 (02) 6280-1869/
Fax: +61 (06) 286-4700/ E-mail: adi-p@msn.com
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park (mail: P.0. Box 125), VIC 3206/
Tel. +61 (03) 9699-5122/ Fax; +61 (03) 9690-4093/ E-mail: melbourne@iskean.net
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (mail: P.0. Box 102), Bayswater, WA 6053)/
Tel. +61 (08) 9370-1552/ Fax: +61 (08) 9272-6636/ E-mail: vasudama@iinet.net.au
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW 2062}/
Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893/ E-mail: sraduucp@sraddha.dialix.oz.au
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dzan's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 887383/ Fax: +61 (052) 887309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt. View Rd., Millfield, near Cessnock
[mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock], NSW 2325)/ Tel. +61 (049) 981800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah
(mail: P.0. Box 687). NSW 2484/ Tel. & fax: +61 (02} 6672-6579 or -3047
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 79 Hindley St., SA 5000/ Tel. +61 (08) 8231-5258
Brishane — Gavindas, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth 5t., QLD 4000/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley, QLD/
Tel. +61 (07) 3854-1016/ E-mail: brishane@com.bbt.se
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., VIC 3000/
Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939/ E-mail: crossways@iskcon.net
Melbourne — Gopals, 139 Swanston St., VIC 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridoe, WA 6003/
Tel. +61 (08) 9227-1684/ E-mail: perth@com.bbt.se
Sydney — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 529b King St., Newtown, NSW 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 9550-6524

FlJI
Lahasa — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +673 812912/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Lautoka — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax; +679 663039
E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
Rakiraki — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243/ E-mail: fiji@com.hbt se
Suva — Joyce Place, Off Pilling Rd. Nasinu 7% miles, Samabula(mail: P.0. Box 3957)/
Tel; +679 381161/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se
RESTAURANTS
Labasa — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Rd./ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St/ Tel. +679 314154/ E-mail: fiji@com.bbt.se




CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

NEW ZEALAND
Christchurch — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190, Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 366-5174/
Fax: +64 (08) 366-1965/ E-mail; iskconcheh@clear.net.nz
Wellington — B0 Wade St., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753)/ Tel. +64 (04) 472-0510
FARM COMMUNITY
o Auckland (New Varshan) — Hwy. 28, Riverhiead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 412-8075/ Fax: +64 (09) 412-7130
RESTAURANTS
Auckland — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St./ Tel. +64 (09) 303-4885
Christehurch — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel, +64 (03) 366-7035

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Port Moreshy — Section 23, Lot 6, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571, POM NCD)/
Tel, +675 259213

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/ Tel. +31 (020) 675-
1404/ Fa: +31 (020) 675-1408/ E-mail: amsterdam@com.bbt se

Barcelona — Plaza Reial 12 Entlo 2, 08002 Barcelonal Tel. +34 (09) 302-5194

Bergamo, ltaly — Villaggio Hare Krishna, (da Medolago strada per Terno d'lsola) 24040 Chignolo
d'lsola (BG)/ Tel. +39 (035) 494-0706/ Fax: +39 (035) 494-0705

Berlin— Johannisthaler Chaussee 78, 12259 Berlin (Britz)/ Tel. +49 (030) 631-2400/
Fax: +49 (030) 618-9112/ E-mail; haribalaba.hks@com.bbt.se

Budapest — Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 11/ Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 275-8140/
E-mail:100263.3167@compuserve.com

Copenhagen — Blaagaardsgade 14, 2200 Copenhagen Nf Tel. +45 (03) 139-2826/
E-mail: dk.community@com.bbt.se

Gutenstein, Austria — Vedisches Kulturzeutrum, Markt 58, 2770 Gutenstein/
Tel. & fax: +43 (02) 634731/ E-mail: austria@com.bbt se

4 Heidelberg — Kurfiirsten-Anlage 5, D-69115 Heidelberg/ Tel. +49 (06221) 160128 or 165101/

Fax: +48 (06221) 160103/ E-mail: bhagavat.dharma.ss@com.bbi.se

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (1l krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 634-9879/
Fax: +358 (0) 694-0837

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096

Dslo— Jonsrudve] 16, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172

Paris — 31 Rus Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 4304-3263
Fax: +33 (01) 4305-7864/ E-mail: nitai.gaurasundara.tkg@com.bbt.se

Prague — Jilova 230, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +420 (02) 302-1282 or 302-1608/
Fax: +42 (02) 302-1628/ E-mail: prague@com.bbt.se

Rome — Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese km. 0,700-Pian del Pavone 01038 Nepi (VT)/
Tel. +39 (0761) 527038 or 527251

4 Seplon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, B-6940 Septon-Durbuy/

Tel. +32 (066) 322926/ Fax; +32 (086) 322929/ E-mail: radhadesh@com.bbt.se
Stockholm — Fridhemsoatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 654-9002/ Fax; +46 (08) 650-8813
Warsaw — Mysiadlo, k. Warszawy, 05-500 Piaseczno, ul. Zakret 11 {mail: MTSK, 02-770,

Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257)/ Tel, & fax: +48 (022) 750-7797/ E-mail: warsaw@com.hbt.se
Liirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859/ E-mail: nitai.rama. tka@com bbt.se

FARM COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaktivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois! Tel. +33 (03) 8472-8235/

Fay: +33 (03] 8462-6973
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Mals/

Tel, +33 (054) 402481
Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316/

Fax: +49 (0B583) 1671
Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Scopeti, 108, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa (FI)/

Tel, +39 (055) 820054/ Fax: +39 (055) 828470
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (949) 280436/

E-mail: new.vrajamandala@com. bit.se

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de |a Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona/

Tel. +34 (93) 318-7729
Copenhagen — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 (03) 333-7444
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +38 (02) 862417
Oslo— Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 {02) 260-6250
Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 522-2817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev— ul. Menjinskago, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/ Tel. +380 (8044) 244-4944/
E-mail: acyuta@krsna kiev.ua

Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse dom 8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow, Russia/
Tel. +7 (8095) 255-6711/ Fax: +7 (6095) 845-3317

81. Petershurg — 17, Bumazhnaya str., 198020, Russia/ Tel. +7 (8812) 186-7259 or -990/
Fax: +7 (8812) 186-1170/ E-mail: temple@krsna.sph.su

RESTAURANT
St. Petershurg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky ave., 190008, Russia/ Tel. +7 (8812) 113-7896

>

*

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249
4 Hong Kong — 27 Chatham Rd. South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 (2) 7396818/

od

Fax: +852 (2) 724-2186/ E-mail: iskconhk@intercon.net

Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 489-9646

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 371743/
Fax: +977 (01) 416996 (Attn: ISKCON)

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369/ Fax: +60 (03) 781-1644/
E-mail: simheswar. jps@com.bbt.se

Manila, Philippines — Penthouse Liwag Bldg., 3307 Mantanzas St., Makati, Metro Manila/
Tel. +63 (02) 8337883 loc. 10

Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/
Tel. +972 (08) 528-5475 or 629-9011/ Fax: +972 (03) 629-9011

Tokyo, Japan — 4-19-6 Subaru 1F, Kamitakada Nakano, Tokyo 164-0002/ Tel. +81 (03) 5343-
9147/ Fax: +81 (03) 5343-3812

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Tel. +54 (01) 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-8085/ E-mail: iskcon-ba@gopalnet.com
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guayaguil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or \V. M. Rendon/ Tel, +593 (04) 308412 or 309420/
E-mail; gurumanl@ecua.net.ec
Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel, +51 (014) 444-2871/ E-mail: limandir@inictel.gob.pe
Mexico City, Mexico — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850, Mexico DF/
Tel. & fax: +52 (5) 271-1953
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Mugu, 120, Alto da Boa Vista, CEP 20531 180/
Tel. 455 (021) 267-0052
San Salvador, El Salvador — {mail; Apartado Postal 1506)/ Tel.+503 780799
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044/ E-mail: 16108hk@entel.net
Séo Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Santa Cecelia, CEP 01227 200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Accra — Samsam Rd.. Off Accra-Nsawam Hwy,, Medie, P.0. Box 11686, Accra North, Ghana

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1520/
Fax: 427 (021) 686-8233/ E-mail: cape.town@com.bbt.se

Durban, South Africa — 50 Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle, Chatsworth Centre, Chatsworth 4092
(mail: P.0. Box 56003)/ Tel. +27 (031) 433-328/ Fax: +27 (031) 438198/
E-mail: iskconsa@iafrica.com

Johanneshurg, South Africa — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667,
Johanneshurg 2000)/ Tel. +27 (011) 484-7170/ Fax: +27 (011) 484-6279/
E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd.
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osodi)/ Tel. & fax: +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre
Bornes)/ Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax: +230 465-1066

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Port Elizabeth, 6000

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Rd., Ogwaja Waterside
(mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

Pretoria, South Africa — 1189 Church St Hatfield, 0083 (mail: P.0. Box 14077, Hatfield, 0028)/
Tel. & fax: +27 (12) 342-6216/ E-mail: iskconpt@global.co.za

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

COMPLAIN!

At our subscriber-service center, we don’t have many
problems—or at least we think we don’t.

But there is one problem we know about: You don't
complain to us enough.

You might think that if you tell us you've got a problem
we'll feel offended. Not at all! If anything’s ever less than
right with your subscription, that's an opportunity for us to
serve you. But if you don’t tell us, we won’t know.

So please. if you ever need help with your subscription,
just get in touch with us. Call us, toll free, at 1-800-800-3284.
Orwriteus: BTG Service Center,P.O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge,
NC27046, USA. Orreach us by e-mail: btgsubs@com.bbt.se

We'll be delighted for the opportunity to serve you.
Hare Krsna.



THE RIGHT MEDICINE
(continued from page 52)
real welfare work: teaching others to
avoid material existence altogether.
That is the greatest gift. Rather than
offering only temporary help, why not
get to the root of the entire problem?
Cure the bodily conception of life and
alienation from the all-attractive reser-
voir of pleasure.

King Rahtigana next tells Jada Bha-
rata: “Whatever doubts I have regard-
ing spiritual life I will ask you about.
Although you have imparted to me
mystic knowledge for my enlighten-
ment, your meaning appears too diffi-
cult for my grasp. Please repeat your
instructions in a simplified way so that
[ can digest them. I do have a very
inquisitive mind, and I certainly desire
a clear understanding.”

The sage has adequately explained
to the king a basic lesson in spiritual

knowledge. A sincere student, how-
ever, does have the right to humbly
petition the spiritual director for clari-
fication. Krsna consciousness is the
most profound art and science, and as
such it requires continuous guidance
through a heartfelt intimate bond be-
tween teacher and student. Contrary
to foolish fears, the relationship does
not resemble a dictatorship. For in-
stance, Krsna is the Complete Whole
and therefore the original guru. Yet

| after speaking eighteen chapters of the

most wonderful knowledge to Arjuna,
Krsnaclearly indicated that Arjunastill
had his options:

“Thus I have explained to you
knowledge still more confidential. De-
liberate on this fully and do what you
wish to do.” (Bhagavad-gita 18.63)

Krsna lucidly delineates the results
of all possible choices. Yet even the
Supreme Infinite, the original teacher,

does not interfere with the tiny inde-
pendence of the minute, finite living
entity. Those giving knowledge and
guidance on behall of Krsna also do
not wring submission and agreement
out of potential students. Krsna con-
sciousness is a voluntary affair of devo-
tional love and service. The best way
for a newcomer to approach it is
through careful deliberation.

Devamyrta Swami, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada’s, joined the Krsna con-
sciousness movement in 1973. He ac-
cepted sannyasa, the renounced order
of life, in 1982. He now teaches Krsna
consciousness in Australia, New Zea-
land, and the Orient.

Perfect Escape is available from the
Hare Krsna Catalog. To order, see
page 36.

SPEAKS OUT

(continued from page 19)

for understanding God. Now people
are also neglecting that, all over the
world. The Communists hate to say
anything about God. So ultimately
people are coming tosuch a condition—
no word about God. So that is the
condition of ordinary persons today.
Now, apart from them, the theologians
and theosophists are at least trying to
understand God. But they cannot know
Goddefinitely.Sowhy don’t they accept
knowledge from us? We are offering.
“Hereis God.”Whyshould they object?
If you do not know something and if
give you the information, why should
you not take it?

Dr. Judah: That’s a good question.
Srila Prabhupada: For example, to gain
higher technological knowledge, peo-
ple from India go to foreign countries.
One can take knowledge from any-
where. There should not be sectarian-
ism: “Oh, why shall I take knowledge
from here and there?” Wherever
knowledge is available, we should take
it. That is the real position of the seeker
of knowledge.

Canakya Pandita says.“Ifin a pot of

poison there is a little nectar, take the
nectar.” And amedhyad api kancanan:
“If there is gold in a filthy place, take
the gold.” Not that the gold has been

polluted because itisin a filthy place. If
there is some gold in the filthy place,
don’t hesitate. Take it.

And nicad apy uftamam vidyam.
Generally. people used to take educa-
tion from brahmanas. So Canakya
Pandita advises, “If actual education is
available from a lower-class man—a
sudra[laborer] or candala [outcaste |—
take it. Accept him as your master.”

And stri-ratnam duskulad api. In
India, according to Vedic civilization a
young man marries a girl only after
scrutinizing her family tradition. But
Canakya advises, “If a nice, educated.
beautiful girl comes even from an
abominable family,accepther.” Ratnam
means “jewel.” If the girl is like a jewel
although born of a low family, accept
her.

One should accept anything very
good, even if it is available from an un-
desirable place. So if you are actually
seeking God and Godisavailable from
the Vedic literature, why don’t you ac-
cept it? Why you should refuse that
knowledge? That is not a very good
sign.

Dr. Judah: No, that is true.

Srila Prabhupada: So we are offering
God. Why should people not take
seriously what we are offering?

Now, people may object, “Krsna is

not accept Him as God.” But in the
Bhagavad-gitaitiswritten §r bhagavan
uvdca:“Godsaid.” So the verses are the
words of God. And Krsna says, mattah
paratarari nanyat kinicid asti dhanan-
jaya: “There is no element superior to
Me.” Only God can say that. You may
not like the word Krsna, but take the
words of God. Who can be superior to
God?

Dr. Judah: That’s true.

Srila Prabhupada: So in this way you
canreadthe Bhagavad-gita and remove
the word Krsna, and it is still God’s
word. It is all factual knowledge. So
why should people not take the science
of God from Bhagavad-gita?

Dr. Judah: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: God can say, There
is no principle superior to Me.” And
that is stated in Bhagavad-gita:

mattah parataram nanyat
kincid asti dhananjaya

mayi sarvam idam protam
siifre mani-gand iva

“O conquerer of wealth, there is no
truth superior to Me. Everything rests
upon Me, as pearls are strung on a
thread.” Every word hereis God’sword.
You may accept Krsna as God or not,
but the words are God’s words. That is

Indian, Krsna is Hindu, so we shall | Bhagavad-gita. €3
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India’s Heritage

"= ABlessed Departure

by Ravi Gupta

3:3{}/\_]\/1. on Saturday the phone | Dr.Sharad Gupta, placed a leaf from | tives. Now I say good-bye to my life.”
rang here in Boise. When my father, the holy Tulasi tree on Grandfather’s By the mercy of the pure devotee
Ananta-rupa Dasa, picked up the forehead and sacred water in his Srila Prabhupada and the instruc-
phone, my aunt was on the line, mouth. Everyone gathered around tions of the scriptures, he departed
calling from Delhi. the bed and chanted loudly with Srila | from his body in a most auspicious

“Get here as soon as possible,” Prabhupada’s tape, while my grand- way. That is the power of Krsna
she said. “Father is very sick. He’s in | father gripped his beads. consciousness.
the hospital. He's on a ventilator and The doctor came in and asked, That night, my grandmother,
in critical condition.” “Why are you creating this noise?” searching for some solace and

My father prepared for the worst. | The nurses also came in to make a meaning, found it in a copy of Back
He packed several spiritual items to few last checks and laughed among to Godhead magazine she’d picked
help my grandfather meet an auspi- | themselves about the “primitive” up from her shelf. It was the May/
cious death: tapes of Srila Prabhu- | practices. June issue of 1995. The page she
pada chanting, dust from Lord ! After the doctors and nurses had opened to had a short description of
Krsna’'s holy land of Vrndavana, left, the chanting intensified and the life of Jayananda Prabhu, a
sacred water from 1,008 holy places went on for a long time. My father disciple of Srila Prabhupada’s who
that had been collected by devotees held the picture of Sri Sri Radha- had passed away a few months
for Srila Prabhupada’s Centennial, Bankebihari before his father’s face. | before Srila Prabhupada’s own pass-
and a picture of our Radha-Krsna Grandfather opened his eyes for ing. The description included part of
Deities, Sri Sri Radha-Bankebihari, the last time and gazed at their a letter Srila Prabhupada had written
who were so dear to my grandfather, | Lordships’ forms. to Jayananda Prabhu on hearing of
Dr. Giridhari Lal Gupta. At 12:20 PM., my grandfather his passing: “As you were hearing

My father left alone on the next mouthed the Hare Krsna maha- | Krsna kirtana [chanting], I am sure
flight to New Delhi. By the time he mantra and left his mortal coil. that you were directly promoted to
reached Jaipur, Rajasthan, on Mon- That evening my father spoke on Krsna-loka [Krsna’s abode|. Krsna
day afternoon, my grandfather’s the Bhagavad-gita to all the relatives | has done a great favor to you not to
condition was slightly improved, and | and friends who had assembled. He continue your diseased body and has
he was communicating through writ- | selected verse five of Chapter Eight: given you a suitable place for your
ing. My father spent half the night “And whoever at the end of life quits | service.”
chanting the Hare Krsna maha- the body remembering Me alone at My grandfather’s passing was
mantra by his side, while my grand- once attains My nature. Of this there | distressful for those who knew him,
father fingered his own beads. is no doubt.” My father explained the | but it showed the efficacy and value

Beginning early Tuesday morn- special significance of Lord Krsna’s of Vedic culture and Srila Prabhu-
ing, my grandfather’s condition abode, as distinguished from the pada’s teachings. It also showed how
quickly worsened. A sudden detach- | heavenly planets or the planets of the | much that heritage, in modern India,
ment overcame him. He stopped forefathers. is being lost.
responding to questions. Two weeks before his death, my

Realizing the end was near, my grandfather had stopped eating. He Ravi Gupta, age fifteen, lives at the
grandmother, Revati Devi Dasi had also distributed chanting beads Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho,
(formerly Ramavati Gupta), put on to close friends and implored them to | USA. The center is run by his parents.
a tape of Srila Prabhupada chanting. | chant the holy name. And he had Ravi, who was schooled at home, is a
My father sprinkled Vrndavana dust | written in his diary, “I have said third-year student at Boise State
on Grandfather’s body. My uncle, good-bye to all my friends and rela- University.
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HAIR SHIRTS. Little sleep. Cold
showers. Dry crusts. Contrition.
Severity. No affection. No sex. No
fun.

These were some of the images
the word austerity conjured up for me
before I met Srila Prabhupada, who
attracted me to a life of austerity by
teaching the secret of divine austerity
(tapo-divyam), or austerity for the
pleasure of Lord Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada pointed out that
any reasonable person, whether
materialist or spiritualist, will agree
that the purpose of life is pleasure.
Everyone wants to be happy: the
only question is how to find pleasure
that truly satisfies. He argued that all
of us in the material world are more
or less selfish but we don’t know our
actual self-interest.

Srila Prabhupada explained that
we are part of Krsna, like leaves on a
tree or fingers on a body. As the self-
interest of a thirsty leaf lies in letting
water find the tree’s root, and the
self-interest of a hungry finger lies in
putting food in the mouth, so our
self-interest lies in pleasing Krsna.

Krsna’s interest is our interest be-
cause we're never separate from
Him. The Srimad-Bhagavatam de-
scribes Lord Krsna as atmanam
akhilatmanam, “the original soul of
all living entities.” So to love Krsna
is natural. When we realize this truth,
what may now seem an austerity will
be a blissful act of love. The devo-
tee sage Narada says, arddhito yadi
haris tapasa tatah kim/ naradhito yadi
haris tapasa tatah kim: “If I am wor-
shiping Krsna, what is the use of
extraneous austerity? And if I’'m not
worshiping Krsna, what is the use

Austerity—
- Door to the Highest Pleasure

by Rohininandana Dasa

of my austerity?”

Yet until I attain my natural,
healthy state of pure love, I need to
act in ways conducive to that end, to
create an external and internal
environment where love can grow.
Srila Prabhupada therefore taught
that austerity means to voluntary
accept some physical inconveniences
for spiritual advancement. Whatever
we wish to achieve involves some
effort. But effort does not necessarily
imply drudgery. As we learn the
transcendental art of dedicating our
lives to Lord Krsna’s service, an
apparent hardship or problem can
become a joy, a labor of love.

We don’t need to go looking for
difficulty. We’ll get it naturally, by our
karma, just as we get ease. But
austerity means performing our
service to Krsna despite any inconve-
nience that might come along.

Srila Prabhupada said there’s no
need to undergo the austerities of
bygone ages, such as meditating
alone in the jungle, eating only roots
and leaves, sitting surrounded by fire
and the blazing sun in summer, or
standing in freezing water up to the
neck in winter. Rather, he taught the
austerities outlined by Lord Krsna in
the Bhagavad-gita (17.14-17):

“Austerity of the body consists in
worship of the Supreme Lord, the
brahmanas, the spiritual master, and
superiors like the father and mother,
and in cleanliness, simplicity. celi-
bacy, and nonviolence.

“Austerity of speech consists in

| speaking words that are truthful,

pleasing, beneficial, and not agitating
to others, and also in regularly
reciting Vedic literature.
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“And satisfaction, simplicity, grav-
ity self-control, and purification of
one’s existence are the austerities of
the mind.

“This threefold austerity, per-
formed with transcendental faith by
persons not expecting material benefits
but engaged only for the sake of the
Supreme, is called austerity in good-
ness.”

Within the context of devotional
service, this list of dos and don’ts—
although in some ways resembling my
original idea of austerity—becomes an
exciting challenge. I've noticed that
when I take up the austerities given in
the list, I feel good, bright, and enli-
vened. | want to push forward along
the spiritual path.

[ also feel cleansed. Divine austerity
acts like an invigorating shower,
refreshing and cleansing us, no matter
how dirty we may be.

The Sanskrit word for austerity—
tapasya —includes the concept of heat.
As heat purifies gold and increases its
luster, so austerity burns away the
dirty coverings of the soul and bright-
ens one’s spiritual luster.

Furthermore, Srila Prabhupada
brought us a very special gift: the aus-
terity called harinama-yajna, the
sacrifice of chanting the holy name of
the Lord. This transcendental austerity
snaps material bonds, stimulates full
life, opens wide the door to the highest
bliss, and showers its practitioners with
love. Our main austerity is to bathe in
the brilliant waters of the holy name.

Rohininandana Dasa lives in southern
England with his wife and their three
children. Write to him in care of Back
to Godhead.



Vedic Thoughts

The Lord is the bestower of
all benediction. If someone gives something
to the Lord, he is not the loser;
he is the gainer by a million times.
His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Krsna, Chapter 11

L 4

Pure devotional service in

Krsna consciousness cannot be had

even by pious activity in hundreds

and thousands of lives. It can be obtained

only by paying one price—that is

intense greed to obtain it.
If it 1s available somewhere, one must

purchase it without delay.

Srila Ripa Gosvami
Padyavali

*

Even if one distributes
ten million cows in charity during
an eclipse of the sun, lives at the confluence
of the Ganges and Yamuna
for millions of years, or gives
a mountain of gold in sacrifice to the
brahmanas, he does not earn even
one hundredth part of the merit derived
from chanting Hare Krsna.

Srila Sanatana Gosvami
Laghu-Bhagavatamrta

*
It one can understand the
Supreme Personality of Godhead,

the controller of all controllers,
one can understand everything else.

Mundaka Upanisad

Every man should act like this:
when he meets a person more qualified
than himself, he should be
very pleased, when he meets someone
less qualified than himself,
he should be compassionate toward him;
and when he meets someone
equal to himself, he should
make friendship with him. In this way
one 1s never affected by the
threefold miseries of the material world.

Sri Narada Muni
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.34

*

The highest worship is to worship Lord
Visnu [Krsna], but even higher than that
is to worship His devotees, the Vaisnavas.

Lord Siva
Padma Purana

L 2

Devotional service, beginning with the
chanting of the holy name of the Lord,
is the ultimate religious principle
for the living entity in human society.

Sri Yamaraja
Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.3.22

*

One who does not accept
the transcendental form of the Lord
is certainly an agnostic.

Such a person should be neither seen
nor touched. Indeed, he is
subject to be punished
by Yamaraja [the lord of deathl].

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Sri Caitanya-caritamyia, Madhya-lila 6.167

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.

Contributor to Vedic Thoughts for this issue: Sriman Pandita Dasa (Soquel, California, USA)



Gatherings

The people listed here hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in their homes—or they’d like to start. You're invited.

Just give a call to find out when and where. If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you'd like to be added to the list,

please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

USA
CALIFORNIA: To find out about programs in Anaheim Hills, Corona,
Cerritos, Diamond Bar, Granada Hills, Laguna Niguel, Long
Beach, Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi Valley, and other southern Cali-

fornia locations, call Svayambhuva Dasa at (310) 839-1572. Burling-

ame — Vaisesika Disa & Nirakula Devi Dasi, (415) 344-9552;
Grass Valley — Madana Mohana Dasa & Vrndavanesvari Devi
Dasi. (916) 477-0551; Ojai — Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi Devi Dasi
(William & Joan Roberts), (805) 640-0405; Placentia — Sri Radha
Raman Temple, (714) 996-7262; Redwood Valley — Prasanna
Yoga Asrama (Iksvaku Dasa). (707) 485-5592; San Jose/ Santa
Croz — Akroranatha Dasa & Jagarint Devi Dasi, (408) 353-9099:
Santa Rosa — Jagannatha Puri Dasa & Tripurari Devi Dasi, Bus.
phone: (707) 526-7211: South Central Los Angeles — Krsna
Bhavana Dasa, (213) 295-1517

FLORIDA: Clearwater — Brhat Sanu Dasa, (813) 725-7694; Cocoa
Beach — Bhagavata Dharma Dasa & Syama Devi Dasi, (407) 633-
7664; Coral Springs — Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism, (954)
345-3456; Orlando — Raghunatha Puri Dasa (Ron Jermakian),
(407) 291-3069

GEORGIA: *Athens — Guru-Gauranga Hare Krishna Center,
(706) 353-5180

HAWAIIL: Waimanalo Bay — Above Heaven's Gate, (808) 259-5429

ILLINOIS: Dekalb — [SKCON Youth Ministry, Manu Dasa & Jaya
Radhe Devi Dasi, (815) 754-4563

INDIANA: Indianapolis — Steve W. Bausch (Syamasundara Dasa),
(317) 357-9051

TI0OWA: lowa City — Dan & Sylvia Lindberg, (319) 358-0317

KANSAS: Lawrence — Ankotta Dasa & Gopimita Devi Dasi,
(913) 865-5080

KENTUCKY: Lexington — contact via e-mail: prasad@localhost:
#Louisville — Krishna House, (502) 683-9352

MARYLAND: Silver Spring — Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi Devi
Dasi, (301) 236-0564 or Anuttama Dasa & Rama Tulasi Dasi,
(301) 236-4717

MASSACHUSETTS: Quincy — Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa),

(781) 471-7911

MISSISSIPPI: Cleveland — K. P. & Bhama Sridharan, (601) 846-4132

MONTANA: Bozeman — Laura Marino, (406) 586-1699

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Hudson — V. I. Varnasi, (603) 598-6939

NEW JERSEY: *Marlton — Bill Becker. (800) 957-1046; Parsippany —
Rahul Kunderan, (201) 428-8119; New Jersey Shore — Greg &
Kristen, (908) 458-6670

NEW MEXICO: Albuquerque —Johna & Bob McClain, (505) 298-
8440; Randolph Schwab (Ranga Ranjana Dasa), (505) 452-1833;
Suresh Vyas, (505) 833-5453; *Los Alamos — Dr. Arvind Sharma,
(505) 661-1939; Santa Fe —Jambavati Devi Dasi, (505) 466-4345

NEVADA: Las Vegas — Gopal De, (702) 458-6973; Dan Roberts,
(702) 452-3817

NEW YORK: Binghamton — Mayapur Sasi Dasi, (607) 777-7049;
Buffalo — Mahavegavati Devi Dasi, (716) 884-3640; Corona
(Queens) — Sivaradhya Dasa (Jayant V. Surti & family),
(718) 639-6580; Rego Park — Nikunja-Behari Dasa (Nikhil N.
Trivedi & family), (718) 897-2267

NORTH CAROLINA: Belmont — Kantilal & Sushila Patel (Satyavrata
Disa & Krsna Kumari Devi Dasi), (704) 825-3753: Sandy Ridge —
Adi Karta Dasa & Rucira Devi Dasi, (910) 593-9058

OHIO: Athens — contact: Krishna House, (614) 421-1661; Cincinnati —
Braja Kumdri Dasi, (513) 742-5725; contact: Krishna House, (614)
421-1661; Cleveland — Krsnanandini Devi Dasi, (216) 681-2934 or
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Kama-giri Devi Dast, (216) 761-3954: Kent — Regular programs at
Kent State University. (contact Krishna House, [614] 421-1661)

PENNSYLVANIA: Erie — Lila Kumara Devi Dasi, (814) 676-1791;
Norristown — Radha Krishna Mahajan, M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa),
(215) 539-3221; Pittshurgh — Yogini Devi Dasi. (412) 494-9858;
Stroudsburg — Dr. Shyamsundar Mahajan (Samika Rsi Dasa),
(717)424-9449

TENNESSEE: Nashville — Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa (Dr. Ravi Singh).
(615) 896-3425

UTAH: Spanish Fork — KHON Radio, (801) 798-3559

VIRGINIA: *Charlottesville — The Bhaktivedanta Center, Amitacara
Dasa & Mayapriya Devi Dasi, (804) 823-8223

WASHINGTON: Pullman — Rathi & Ashika Sewsunker, (509) 333-6525

WEST VIRGINIA: Moundsville (New Yrindaban) — (304) 843-1600 or
843-1400/ Fax. (304) 843-9819/ E-mail: nityodita@juno.com;
Parkershurg — Pramod & Mala Mathur, (304) 295-8362

OTHER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA: Tasmania — David Gould, (03) 6228-2717 (Hobart):
Malcolm Walsh, (03) 6343-2477 (Launceston ); Hamilton — Raghava
Caitanya Dasa, (07) 836-7608

BELGIUM: Ghent — Centrum voor Bhakti-yoga, (09) 238-3344

CANADA: Edmonton, Alberta — Omkira Dasa and Jadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharmal), (403) 434-7343; Markham, Ontario —Prabhu-
pada Dasa (V. B. Sharma), (416) 294-9431; Salmon Arm, B.C. —
Mukunda Madhava Disa & Yasoda Priya Devi Dasi, 6191 Trans-
Canada Hwy. NW, Salmon Arm, B.C. VI1E 4M2 (no phone): Toronto
— Ramananda Raya Dasa & Visakha Devi Dasi, (416) 297-6131

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES: Programs are held
in more than 100 cities. Contact ISKCON Moscow.

DENMARK: *Mols — Kamsahanta Dasa & Anuttara Devi Dasi,
(08) 635-6076

FRANCE: Paris — Centre Culturel Hare Krishna, (01) 40469523

GERMANY: Hamburg — Vedic Cultural Mission, (040) 655 23 72;
Weimar — Katharina Rauch, Am Jakobsfriedhof 1, D-99423

GREECE: Greater Patras Area — Panagadi-tirtha Dasa, (06) 963-2930

HUNGARY: Liter — Torok Zoltan, Bajesy Zs. u. 56, Liter 8196

ITALY: Belforte del Chienti — Centro Culturale Govinda Bhavan,
Mahavakya Dasa & Divya Katha Devi Dasi, (0733) 951102;
Rome — Hare Krsna Forum, (06) 6832660

JAMAICA, W, INDIES: Kingston — Bhagavatananda Dasa, (809) 925-8332

JAPAN: Odawara — Jayananda Dasa and Bhaktin Kana, (0465) 42-3749;
Osaka — Satsvariipa Dasa and Jalangi Devi Dasi, (06) 352-0729

NEW ZEALAND: Tauranga, Bay of Plenty — ISKCON Tauranga
Community. (07) 549 1807

POLAND: Augustow — Bhaktyatita Dasa, +48 (087) 644-6147; Bialystok
— Pracarananda Dasa, +48 (0601) 23-6470; Katowice —Y ugala-Murti
Dasa, +48 (032) 255-8557; Kielce — Laksmana Dasa, +48 ((041) 331-
7785; Lublin —Posana Dasa. +48 (081) 526-0685; Rzeszow —Vrnda-
vana Candra Dasa, +48 (017) 346 53; Szezecin — Dharmadrasta Dasa,
+48 (091) 34-5204; Walbrzych — Trisama Dasa, +48 (074) 231 85

SOUTH AFRICA: Programs are held in more than 50 locations. For infor-
mation contact one of the centers in South Africa listed on page 59,

SWEDEN: *Vasteras — Jonas Andreasson, ((021) 88007

UNITED KINGDOM: Regular gatherings take place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one nearest you, or for help in starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P. O. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts., WD6 INB. Phone: (0181) 905-1244

*New or revised listing.



The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Govinda
(February 12-March 13)

MARCH

8—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

9—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Puri, the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master.

13—Sri Gaura Parnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna
Himself in the role of His own devo-
tee. Fasting till moonrise, followed
by feasting.

Month of Visnu
(March 14-April 11)

21—Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya's principal associates.

24—Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

APRIL

1—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Ramanujacarya, a Vaisnava philoso-
pher and spiritual master who
appeared in the eleventh century.

5—Sri Rama Navami, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Rama-
candra. Fasting till sunset, followed
by feasting,

7—Kamada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

11—Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa, Krsna's
springtime rasa dance. Balarama
Rasa Yatra, Balarama’s rasa dance.
Appearance anniversary of Srila
Syz’lm{umnda Pandita, a follower of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

19—Disappearance of Sri Abhirama
Thakura, one of the principal asso-
ciates of Lord Nityananda Prabhu.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 12-May 11)

22—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the
author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a
biography on Lord Caitanya.

| Srila Ramanujacarya

23—Varuthini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

26—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gadadhara Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s principal associates.

29—Beginning of Candana Yatra, the
festival of anointing Lord Jagannatha
with sandalwood pulp for twenty-one

| days.

MAY

4—Appearance anniversary of

Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of
Lord Ramacandra. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Madhu Pandita,
a great devotee of Lord Caitanya.

S—Appearance anniversary of Sri-
mati Jahnava Devi, the consort of
Lord Nityananda Prabhu.

7—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

8—Rukmini Dvadasi, the appearance
anniversary of Srimati Rukmini Devi,
the consort of Lord Krsna as
Dvarakadhisa, the Lord of Dvaraka.

9—Disappearance anniversary of

| Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedicated
y

follower of Srila Prabhupada who
helped him bring the Rathayatra
festival to the Western world.

10—Nrsimha Caturdasi, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsimha-
deva, Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-
lion incarnation. Fasting till dusk,
followed by feasting.

11—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Madhavendra Puri, the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master. Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a follower of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Parames$vara Puri, an associate of
Lord Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 12-June 10)

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramananda Raya, an intimate
associate of Lord Caitanya.

22—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

23— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the author
of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a biogra-
phy on Lord Caitanya.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Nothing that a Goat Won’t Eat

ACCORDINGTOan Indian proverb,there’s
nothing that a goat won’t eat and nothing
that a madman won’t say. Madmen? Some-
times it seems like we’re living in a world
of them, or at least a world of fools. The
human impulse is to say something—any-
thing. Something stupid, something con-
tentious, something sweet, deceitful, smart,
ridiculous, or empty. Big strings of words,
amounting to nothing. It’s astonishing,.

Nearly as surprising: You can speak the
most outrageous foolishness, and someone
out there—most likely many someones—
will for sure take it as sensible, even as
urgently important.

People babble on like sea waves, other
people babble back. And soon you've got a
tumultuous roar, of no significance at all.
Babble on, Babylon.

Behind those babbling tongues churn

babbling minds, full of everything,empty of |

substance.

For which the Vedic remedy is the chant-
ing of the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

The purpose of the chanting is to pull the
mind out of the din and fix it on one point:
Krsna.

That point—Krsna—is not merely a
point, but the ultimate substance. The word
Krsnaindicates the supreme reality,the Ab-
solute, the original source of everything.

More precisely, the word Krsna is Krsna.
On the material platform, a word and what
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it stands for are different. On the spiritual
platform, Krsna and Krsna’s name are the
same.

So by chanting Hare Krsna, we leave be-
hind the clatter of illusion and come in
touch with Krsna, the Absolute Truth.

In the early stages of spiritual under-
standing, one realizes that Absolute Truth
as an impersonal, all-pervading oneness.
Further along, one perceives that Absolute
Truth as the Supersoul, the source of all in-
telligence, the unseen guide within the heart.
And when that unseen guide fully reveals
Himself, one can see the Absolute Truth as
the transcendent Personality of Godhead,
free from all the grossness of matter yet
tangibly real and specific in His unlimited
names, forms, qualities, and pastimes.

It is when we come to Krsna that real
talking begins. That talking is done by the
greatest self-realized souls. And by those
who accept, repeat, and relish the words of
those realized souls and thus become real-
ized themselves.

Of course, those who babble on about
nothing will think that whatever they're
buzzing about is of great consequence and
that Hare Krsna is for fools.

Let them.

Following in the footsteps of the Vedic
sages, we'll go on talking about Krsna and
chanting the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama,Hare Rama,Rama Rama,Hare Hare.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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Do you aspire Would you say there' Would you like

for higher consciousness more to a person to have a deeper
than just the biological understanding of karma
machinery of the body? and reinamation?

Do you ever wonder Do you sometimes
what happens to a person wonder who you
after death! really are?

IF you answered YES to any of these
you should be reading Back to Godhead
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