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Statement of Purposes

Back to Godhead is a cultural tool for
respiritualizing human society. These
are our purposes:

1. To help all people discern reality
from illusion, spirit from matter,
the eternal from the temporary.

2. To expose the faults of materialism.

3. To offer guidance in the Vedic
techniques of spiritual life.

4. To preserve and spread the Vedic
culture.

5. To celebrate the chanting of the
holy names of God as taught by
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

6. To help every living being remem-
ber and serve Sri Krsna, the
Personality of Godhead.

PRONUNCIATION We spell Sanskrit words and

names by a phonetic system that lets you know
how to say each word. Pronounce short a like the u
in but, long alike the ain far (and held twice as
long as the short a). Pronounce e like the ain
evade, longilike the iin pique. Pronounce the
vowel rlike the riin rim, and ¢ like the chin chair.
Pronounce consonants like ch, jh, and dh as in
staunch-heart, hedge-hog, and red-hot. Pronounce
sand s like sh. So for Krsna say KRISHNA, for
Caitanya say CHAITANYA.

SPIRITUAL NAMES Members of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Consciousness receive
names of Lord Krsna or His great devotees,
combined with Dasa (Dasi for women), meaning
“servant.” For instance, the name Krsna Dasa
means “servant of Krsna.”



FROM THE EDITOR

Arch Enemy:
Mc—Cow-Killer Comes to India

THE PEOPLE WHO'VE served cow flesh to bil-
lions, beneath golden arches around the world,
have now come to the land where the cow is
sacred. And they’re being ever so careful to be
Indian.

No Big Macs here, no indeed. No cow flesh,
no pig fat, lest Hindus or Muslims be offended.
In India, it’s the Maharaja Mac. The menu is full
of veggies spiced just for the Indian palate, and
the slaughter of choice is chickens and sheep.

And trendy Indians, it seems, are lining up
toswallow it. When the doors opened in Delhiin
early October, day one saw a reported twenty
thousand customers, and in Mumbai the crowds
on opening day stretched half a mile.

Some voices, of course, spoke out in pro-
test. Some griped that Mclndia uses mono-
something-or-other, a taste-boosting chemical.
Others groaned at being catered to by a videshi
company, a company of foreigners.

But an Indian taste for McAmerica and an
American appetite for rupees seem to have
found one another. And if the cow is your
mother and the business of the arch people in
the rest of the world is to dish out your mother’s
flesh on a bun, what does it matter? The sheep
and chickens, we're assured, are svadeshi, home
grown, so everything is all right.

The svadeshi sheep and chickens, of course,
might have thought otherwise, had they thought
about it. But mere birds and beasts can’t think
about it, nor can men who've become hardly
better.

For birds and beasts are obliged by nature
to live entirely for their senses, with no higher

thoughts. And a man who sacrifices the higher
values of life merely to earn a rupee or spend
it for his tongue is descending to the life of a
beast.

It is the beasts who have no higher concern

| than eating, sleeping, fighting, and gratifying

the sex drive. Only when we turn towards spiri-
tual realization do we begin to rise above the life
of the animals.

The culture of spirituality has long been the
pride of India. But now even Indians are be-
coming proud to follow America in becoming
cheaply fed beasts.

Like elsewhere in the world, McBeast in
India queues up beneath the golden arches, not
thinking beyond the whims of his senses, not
thinking of Krsna, Gopila, the eternal master of
the cows, and not realizing that by giving up
higher consciousness for burgers and shakes
he is slaughtering his own spiritual life.

He is a spiritual living being, an eternal
spark of consciousness, wise by nature, and eter-
nally connected with Krsna. But when allured

. by the golden arches of material enjoyment his

spiritual wisdom pales, and he lines up to slide
down into passion and ignorance.

For the people of the arch are not kind to
beasts, though they are beasts themselves. In the
world of false enjoyment, “billions served” means
billions cheated, and no good will come of it,
not any more for the beasts served as customers
than for the beasts served on the buns.

Good will come to us only when we turn
back to Krsna, back to Godhead.

— Jayadvaita Swami
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Letters

The Position of Lord Siva

Jayadvaita Swami’s critique of Prithvi
Raj Singh’s resolution [“Is Back to
Godhead an Offender?” January/
February 1996] needs some in-depth
comments. I consider myself lower
than a servant of the servants of the
servants of Lord Siva and Lord
Krsna and His other Visnu forms.
Therefore, for me it becomes difficult
to comment on Their graces. How-
ever, my hope is that whatever I have
collected from the scriptures will be
taken as a devotional exercise and
the Lords will accept it in their praise
and not consider me an offender.

You rightly do not differentiate
between the Supreme Lord Rama
and Lord Krsna or His other Visnu
forms. But you do differentiate them
from Lord Siva, whom the Supreme
Lord Himself worships.

Quoting Ramcaritamanas, Lanka
Kanda 2: Lord Rama established a
temple for Lord Siva, and after
establishing Lord Siva’s emblem
Lord Rama worshiped Him. He then
said, “No one is as dear to Me as
Siva. One who considers Siva his

!

Complam!
At our subscriber-service center, we don't have
many problems—or at leastwe think we don't.

But there is one problem we know about:
You don't complain fo us enough.

You might think that if you tell us you've
got a problem we'll feel offended. Not at oll!
If anything's ever less than right with your
subscription, that's an opportunity for s to
Serve you.

But if you don't tell us, we won't know.

So please, if you ever need help with your
subscription, just get in touch with us.

Call us, foll free, at 1-800-800-3284. Or write
us: BTG Service Center, P. 0. Box 255, Sandy
Ridge, NC 27046, USA. Or reach us by e-mail:
btgsubs@iskcon.com.

We'll be delighted for the opportunity fo serve
you. Hare Krsna.

| enemy and calls himself My devotee
cannot attain Me even in dreams.
One who is opposed to Sankara
[Siva] and aspires to be My devotee is
doomed and dull-witted.” In South
India even today, Rameshwaram,
where Lord Rama established Siva’s
temple, is considered among the most
sacred places of pilgrimage.

It is given in the Ayodhya Kanda
(106), “After bathing, Lord Rama
with great joy adored Lord Siva and
then worshiped the deities in the
prescribed manner.” Lord Safikara is
also busy, day and night, meditating
on Lord Rama or Lord Krsna. Lord
Siva is stated to be servant, master,
and companion of Lord Rama. What
an adorable relationship! In the
scriptures some of the most com-
monly used names of Lord Siva are
Mahe$a and Mahesvara—Lord of
lords.

Maybe you do not consider Ram-
caritamanas an acceptable scripture,
but how about the Siva, Linga,
Kirma, Matsya, or Skanda Puranas?
They all sing the glories of Lord Siva
as the Supreme Lord. Even in the
Padma Purana, which primarily glori-
fies Lord Visnu as the Supreme Lord,
Lord Brahma speaks of Lord Siva as
Bhagavan [the Supreme Personality

of Godhead]!
| Let us go to the Srimad.-
Bhagavatam (4.6.42-43). Sri Brahma-
ji prays and sings the glories of Lord
Siva:

jane tvam isam visvasya
jagato yoni-bijayoh

“] know that You are the Lord of the
entire universe and the mother and
father of the cosmic manifestation.”

sakteh Sivasya ca param
vat tad brahma nirantaram

“I know that You are the Supreme
Brahman beyond the cosmic manifes-
tation.”

tvam eva bhagavann etac
chiva-saktyoh svartipayoh
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visvam srjasi pasy atsi
kridann firna-pato yatha

“You create, maintain, and destroy
the universe.”

Lord Visnu says (4.7.54):

trayanam eka-bhavanam
yo na pasyati vai bhidam
sarva-bhiitatmandam brahman
sa santim adhigacchati

“Brahma, Visnu, and Mahesvara are
the same, and only We are in the
nature of all living beings. Therefore,
one who does not see any difference
between Us, he alone attains peace.”

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (8.6.33-37)
there appears a beautiful description
of the devatas’ attempts to move
Mandara Mountain. When the devas
could not carry the mountain any
further, totally dejected they dropped
it on the way to the ocean. The
mountain was very heavy, and when it
fell many devatas and demons got
crushed. Seeing this, Lord Visnu,
knowing everything, suddenly
appeared there and by His nectarean
eyes revived the devatas and as if in
play picked up the mountain and put
it on Garuda with Him. Thus in this
situation He did not need anyone else
to take care of the problem.

However, the situation was entire-
ly different when the all-powerful
acute poison halahala came out of the
churning of the ocean (Bhagavatam
8.7.18-35). These beautiful verses are
full of devotion to Lord Siva and
Lord Visnu. Rather than giving all the
verses and making the reply very
long, I am quoting only a selected
few.

In verse 19 the hopeless situation
of the devas and demons is depicted:

tad ugra-vegar disi disy upary adho
visarpad utsarpad asahyam aprati

bhitah praja dudruvur anga sesvara
araksyamanah saranar sadasivam

“All the devas, along with the
Supreme Lord, approached Lord



Siva. Being very afraid of the power-

ful poison and feeling unprotected,

they sought shelter of Lord Siva.” -
In verse 22 they pray to Lord Siva:

tvam ekah sarva-jagata
isvaro bandha-moksayoh

farit tvam arcanti kusalah
prapanndrti-haram gurum

“You alone are the ultimate control-
ler of the entire universe. Liberation
and bondage are from You.”

In verse 23:

guna-mayya sva-sakiyasya
sarga-sthity-apyayan vibho

dhatse yada sva-drg bhiiman
brahma-visnu-sivabhidham

“O Lord, You are the Supreme, and
You create the world by Your energy.
You take the names Brahma, Visnu,
Mahesa.”

Verse 24:

tvari brahma paramam guhyam
sad-asad-bhava-bhavanam
nana-saktibhir abhatas
vam atma jagad-isvarah

“0 Lord of the universe, You are the
inconceivable cause of all causes.”

In verse 31 it is said that Lord Siva
is not understandable to Lord
Brahma, Lord Visnu, or Indra (na. . .

virifica-vaikuntha-surendra-gamyam).

In verse 33:

te niinam itim avidams tava
hata-lajjah

“Not knowing Your activities, those
who criticize You are certainly
shameless.”

Besides these very few references,
there are hundreds of other Vedantic
and Vedic references where the
Supreme Lord Visnu (Sri Krsna) has
worshiped the Supreme Lord Siva
and vice versa. The literature is
replete with references of equiva-
lence of the Supreme Lord.

So please leave Lord Siva out of
your comments, lest we unknowingly

commit some offense. As regards
Durga, she is sakti [the energy] of
Saktiman Siva [the possessor of the
energy|.

May the all-kind Lord Krsna give
you more strength and conviction to
continue on the path of His devo-
tional service. For myself, my prayers
are to Lord Krsna (His forms) and
Lord Siva to accept whatever service
I can render and provide me with the
will to continue on that path. Jai Sti
Krsna.

Dr. Gopal H. Singhal
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

OUR REPLY: We have no quarrel
with your glorification of Lord Siva.
Lord Siva is unlimitedly glorious.
Apart from the verses you've quoted,
there are indeed many more praising
his glories, in the Bhagavatam and
elsewhere.

Lord Siva is in fact far above the
other devas like Indra and Lord
Brahma. The others are all jivas; they
are conditioned living beings empow-
ered in various ways for the adminis-
tration of the material world. But
Lord Siva is above them all. He is
practically on the same level as Lord
Visnu Himself,

Still, a distinction exists, for Lord
Siva is directly in touch with the
material energy whereas Lord Visnu
is always beyond it. The Brahma-
samhita gives the example that Lord
Visnu is like milk whereas Lord Siva
is like yogurt. There is no difference
between yogurt and milk. Still, milk
is the original substance, of which
yogurt is a transformation.

Lord Siva may properly be
regarded as being nondifferent from
Lord Visnu, because Lord Siva is an
incarnation of Lord Visnu for per-
forming specific functions. So when
Lord Siva is glorified as the Supreme
Lord, the glorification is correct
because Lord Siva is the most highly
empowered and exalted representa-
tive of Lord Visnu.

In one sense, all living beings are
nondifferent from Lord Visnu,
because Lord Visnu is everything

(vasudeva sarvam iti). In another
sense, all living beings are different
from Lord Visnu, because Lord
Visnu is the supreme and all others,

e . o -
including even Lord Siva, are His

eternal servants. Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu explained this state of
affairs as acintya-bhedabheda-tattva,
or simultaneous oneness and
difference.

By describing the relationship
between Lord Visnu and Lord Siva to
be adorable, you are absolutely right.
According to the Bhagavatam
(12.13.16), Lord Siva is the greatest
of all Vaisnavas, or devotees of Lord
Visnu. The relationship between
Lord Visnu and His devotees is very
intimate and sublime, and especially
so for the greatest of His devotees,
Lord Siva.

In a spirit of transcendental love,
Lord Krsna, although the Supreme
Lord, takes the role of a charioteer
for a devotee like Arjuna, or a depen-
dent child for a devotee like Yasoda.
In this way, the Lord becomes the
devotee of His devotee. Similarly, at
Rameshwaram and elsewhere, the
Lord acts as the devotee of His most
exalted devotee Lord Siva.

On the Battlefield of Kuruksetra,
it was in fact Lord Krsna who won
the victory, but He did so through His
devotee Arjuna, in order to glorify
His devotee. Similarly, it was Lord
Visnu who saved the devas from the
terrible poison, but He did so through
His empowered incarnation Lord
Siva, in order to show Lord Siva’s
glories.

With this understanding, the devo-
tees of the Hare Krsna movement
worship Lord Siva with the greatest
reverence and respect. €9

We'd like to hear from you. Please
send correspondence to: BTG, P O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL. 32616, USA.
Fax: (904) 462-7893. Or BTG, 33
Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of
Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049,
India. Phone: (022) 618-1718.

Fax: (022) 618-4827.

E-mail: editors@com.bbt.se
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The Soul of
The Universe

How to understand the universe as the external body of God.

A lecture given in Los Angeles on October 5, 1972

by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

etad ritpari bhagavato
hy ariipasya cid-atmanah
mayda-gunair viracitam
mahadadibhir atmani

The conception of the virar universal form
of the Lord, as appearing in the material
world, is imaginary. It is to enable the less
intelligent [and neophytes] to adjust to the
idea of the Lord’s having form. But factu-
ally the Lord has no material form.

Srimad- Bhagavatam 1.3.30

HIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT VERSE. When we

speak of “formless” we mean that God or the

living entities—all of us—have no material
form. Our present form—our body—is temporary,
and after death it will never come again. As soon as
this form is finished, I will have to take another form.
And that form may not be exactly like this one.

Unlike us, Krsna has no material form. He has a
spiritual form. Therefore His form is eternal. Be-
cause our form changes, we do not remember our
past lives. But Krsna remembers because His form
does not change.

The evidence for this appears in Krsna’s teachings
in the Bhagavad-gita. Arjuna asked Krsna, “How
can I believe that You spoke this philosophy of
Bhagavad-gitato the sun-god 400 million yearsago?”

Krsna replied, *Yes, you were also present there,

because you are My constant companion.
But you have forgotten; I remember.”

Aslong as our form stays the same we
do not forget things. But when our form
changes we forget. We experience this
every night. My form is lying on the bed,
but I am dreaming in a different form: I
am flying in the sky and forgetting that my
real form is lying on the bed. We forget “I
am American” or “I am the son of such
and such gentleman.” We forgeteverything. Assoon
asthe formis forgotten, then everything is forgotten.

The impersonalists are very fond of the universal
form. But whatis the universal form? Itis an external
expansion of the supreme form, Krsna. We living
entities are very minute spiritual forms. Materially
we cannot understand this. We cannot see the spiri-
tual form with our material eyes. But we getinforma-
tion from the sastra, scriptures. Sastra says that the
size of the living entity is one ten-thousandth the tip
of a hair. Just imagine the tip of a hair, and divide it
into ten thousand parts. One such part is the size of
the living entity.

balagra-sata-bhagasya
satadha kalpitasya ca

bhago jivah sa vijieyah
sa canantyaya kalpate

“When the upper point of a hair is divided into one
hundred parts and again each of such parts is further

Painting by Pariksit Dasa
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The rascal scientists cannot understand
that our bodily functions are going on nicely
only as long as the spirit soul is there.

divided into one hundred parts, each
such part is the measurement of the
dimension of the spirit soul.” (Svet&sf-
vatara Upanisad 5.9) That is the
dimension of the living entity.

That atomic particle of spiritual
energy takes shelter by superior con-
trol. When a person dies, the spirit soul
is taken to the court of judgment of
Yamaraja, the lord of death. And ac-
cording to the living entity’s previous
actions, heis then given a new body for
his next life.

How? The Srimad-Bhagavatam
states, karmana daiva-netrena: “by su-
perior arrangement.” When you work
somewhere, your service record is
kept. So many things are judged. At
the end of the year, or at the end of
some period, the service record is
checked, and you are given a promo-
tion. Similarly, all our activities are
being recorded. And after death we
are taken to the court of Yamaraja for
the day of judgment. As the higher
authority, Yamaraja decides whatkind
of body we shall get.

You cannot say, “Now give me the
bodyofaking.” Now you are an Ameri-
can, but you cannot dictate, “Give me
another American body—as the son
of Rockefeller.” No. What you have
done will be judged, and you will get
your next body accordingly.

Of course, you have received your
present opportunities because of past
pious activities. To take birth in a rich
family or nationis due to pious activity.
Janmaisvarya-sruta-sribhih. Janma
(birth), aisvarya (riches). sruta, (edu-
cation), and §r7 (beauty)—these things
are obtained according to past ac-
tivities. Not that everyone becomes
educated. There is no such chance.

NOTHING BY CHANCE

We were discussing this morning

Everything depends on some cause.
Not that by chance anyone becomes a
very rich man. No. One has to work for
it. Not that by chance one becomes
very educated. These things are not
chances. So if there is no chance, then
there must be a cause, and there must
be judgment. Otherwise why is one
man born rich while another man works
hard but has to sleep in the street?

By superior judgment the small
spiritual particle—the living entity—is
transferred to the semen of a particular
father. Then the living entityis injected
into the womb of the mother, the male
and female secretions combine, and

external body. As your bodily func-
tions go on nicely because the spiritual
spark is within, similarly all material

| activitiesin the universe are going nicely

because of the presence of the Supreme
Lord. The rascal scientists cannot un-
derstand that our bodily functions are
going on nicely only as long as the spirit

| soul is there. But any sane man can

the living entity develops a body. This |

is the science. If you use contracep-
tives, that means you contaminate the
emulsion, and the poor living entity
cannot take shelter there. You cannot
kill the living soul, but you make the
circumstances unfavorable for his stay-
ing. Then he has to be transferred to
another womb.

After conception the body devel-
ops. That we can see. Not that on the
day of pregnancy the body develops at
once. No. First it is just like a small
pea, then gradually it develops. After
birth the child also develops. That is
not really development but transmi-
gration from one body to another. For
example, in a cinema film there are
many pictures, but when they are
moved very swiftly we see the action.
Similarly, the process of our change of

| body is so swift that we cannot per-

ceive it. We think the body is growing.
But the body is not growing; we are
getting different bodies.

KRSNA’S
EXTERNAL BODY
So our point is that the small spiri-

tual spark develops the body. Similarly,
the huge gigantic body of the universal

how nothing happens by chance. | form is the development of Krsna's
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understand this. Similarly, the big mani-
festation of the material world is going
on nicely because Krsna is there. That
is explained in the Bhagavad-gita.

Arjuna asks, “Krsna, kindly explain
how Your energies are acting.”

Krsna explains in the Tenth Chap-
ter. Then He says,

atha va bahunaitena
kim jiatena tavarjuna
vistabhyaham idam krtsnam
ekamsena sthito jagat

“Arjuna, I shall go on explaining how
My energies are working, but you
can summarize that I—in one of My
plenary portions—enter the material
world, and therefore it is going on so
nicely.” (Bg. 10.42)

As our material body is not our real
form, the universal form is not Krsna’s
real form. Our body is described as a
garment. A garmentismade when there
is a real form. Because you have arms,
your coat has arms. But you are not the
coat. Similarly, because we are spiri-
tual forms we grow our hands and legs
and head and so on. We are materially
“coated.”

THE GREAT
AND THE SMALL

Here it is explained that people are
very fond of the universal form. They
cannot imagine that a person—Krsna
is a person—can work so wonderfully.
They think that He is very small, like
us. They do not understand that we are



like a small fire and Krsna is like a big
fire. A spark can burn only a small area
of your cloth, but a big fire can burn so
much more. Similarly, although God
and we are qualitatively one, He is
great and we are small.

We have the same qualities as God
but in very small quantity. We can play
very wonderfully by inventing some
machine, say the capsule that goes to
the moon. Or we float something in the
sky. But that is imitation of God. God
is floating gigantic planets like the sun
and moon inspace. Youcannot do that.
You can float a small sputnik.

You have creative power, and God
has creative power, but God’s creative
power cannot be compared with your
creative power. You cannot become
God. You can imitate or do something
very small—just like little children play-
ing with little toys. You can play with
little toys and advertise yourself as a
great scientist. That’s all. But you are
nothing. That is to be realized.

That realization is called bhakiti-
yoga. The rascals are puffed up—*ITam
God.” Foolish. How can you be God?
You may have some very minute qual-
ity of God, but you cannot claim you
are God. A small particle of gold is
gold, but it cannot be compared with
the gold mine.

People very much appreciate the
gigantic universal form. They think,
“Oh! Why shall I worship Krsna? I
worship the gigantic universal form.”
But this gigantic form is a product of
Krsna’s energy. They do not know
that. Here it is said, maya-gunair vira-
citam: by Krsna’s material energy the
universal form is created. The material
energy—as much as the spiritual
energy—comes from Krsna’s body.

Whatever we see consists of differ-
ent energies of Krsna. In the Visnu
Purana it is said,

eka-desa-sthitasyagner
Jyetsna vistarini yatha

parasya brahmanah saktis
tathedam akhilam jagat

The vast universal form you are see-
ing is nothing but parasya brahmanah
saktih, the manifestation of the energy
of the Supreme Person. How? The ex-
ampleisgiven, eka-desa-sthitasyagneh:
just like fire. Take the example of the

sun, the biggest fire within the uni-
verse. The sun is situated in one place,
but the sunshine is distributed every-
where. The sunshine may cover the
whole universe, but that is not very
important. The sun globe is important.
Similarly, Krsna is playing with the
gopis, the cowherd girls, in His spiri-
tualabode Goloka Vrndavana, and His
shine is creating the whole universe.
Notthatbecause Krsnaisplaying there
He is absent elsewhere. No. Goloka
eva nivasaty akhilatma-bhiitah: Krsna
is in Goloka Vrndavana, but He is
present everywhere. That is Krsna. [
am sitting here, so I am not in my
apartment. That is my position. But
Krsna’s position is that although He is
always in Goloka Vrndavana, He is |

present everywhere.

How? Andantara-stha-paramanu-
cayantara-stham: He is within every
universe and every atom. Thatis Krsna.
Don’t think that because Krsna is play-
ing as a cowherd boy or as a friend of
the gopis He is an ordinary man.

The rascals imitate Krsna. They say,
“Oh, Krsna has enjoyed the gopis? Oh,
let me gather some young girls and
enjoy.”

We say, “But first you become uni-
versallyrepresented everywhere. Then
you enjoy.”

But the rascal cannot do that. He
can simply imitate how to be in the
midst of young girls and enjoy. That is
the difference.

Thank you very much.
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THE OTHER DAY I was reading the |

Bhagavatam and I came upon this
verse: “Whoever carefully recites the
mysterious appearances of the Lord
with devotion in the morning and in
the evening gets relief from all
miseries of life.” (Bhag. 1.3.29) In his
purport, Srila Prabhupada refers us
to Bhagavad-gita 4.9, where Lord
Krsna says. “One who knows the
transcendental nature of My appear-
ance and activities does not. upon
leaving the body, take his birth again
in this material world. but attains My
eternal abode, O Arjuna.” If we
understand Krsna's incarnations—
why They appear and the nature of
Their activities—we can become free
of misery. Not only of misery, but of
repeated birth and death.

Because the avataras are mysteri-
ous, Srila Prabhupada says, “only [to]
... those who carefully try to go deep
into the matter by spiritual devotion
is the mystery discovered.”

Srila Prabhupada makes it sound
enticing. What is this devotion to
which he refers? What is the depth of
this mystery we are meant to under-
stand? Does one who worships the
Lord’s incarnations come to under-
stand the source of Parasurama’s
power to kill disobedient kings, Bud-
dha’s ability to create faith, or Rama’s
fame? If we hear carefully, will we see
Balarama’s beauty? Will Lord Kapila-
deva’s transcendental teachings
suddenly enlighten our hearts?

In the Age of Kali, the holy name
of Krsna is the primary incarnation of
the Lord. The Bhagavatam assures
us, “Living beings entangled in the
complicated meshes of birth and
death can be freed at once by even
unconsciously chanting the holy

name of Krsna, which is feared by
fear personified.” (Bhag. 1.1.14)

This is the secret: we cannot see or
appreciate Krsna or His incarnations
with our blunt material senses, but
when we chant the holy name our
spiritual senses are gradually uncov-
ered, and we see the spiritual reality
—the reality of ourselves and the

Detail of a painting by Jagat-karana Devi Dasi

Lord Kapiladeva
reality of Krsna’s appearance and
pastimes.

Chanting Hare Krsna cleans the
dust from the mirror of the mind.
Why does the mind need cleaning?
Because the dirt and clouds of
material identification seem insepar-
able from the soul. Just as a person
seeing clouds passing over the moon
may think the moon and the clouds
are moving together, so we may think
we are moving with our material
body in this world. It’s not true. When
the mind and heart are cleansed, we
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Lessons from the Road

The Mysterious Incarnations

by Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami

will understand that.

Krsna is revealed only through
devotional service, and devotional
service begins with hearing and
chanting. If one is fortunate enough
to hear from a pure devotee, who
speaks from Sastra, then at once one
can enter the mysterious region of
Krsna’s nature. Srila Prabhupada

| writes in The Nectar of Devotion:

The maha-mantra (Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare) is also
simply an address to the Lord and
His energy. So to anyone who is
constantly engaged in addressing
the Lord and His energy, we can
imagine how much the Supreme
Lord is obliged. It is impossible for
the Lord to ever forget such a
devotee. It is clearly stated in this
verse that anyone who addresses
the Lord immediately attracts the
attention of the Lord, who always
remains obliged to him.

When we make an effort to chant
the holy names, Krsna becomes
grateful, and He will reciprocate with
our desire to understand Him. We
may even be struggling to chant
purely, but Krsna magnifies whatever
good we do and gives us His mercy.
Thus we are able to enter into the
mystery of His appearance in this
world, and at the time of death go to
Him.

Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of many books, including a six-
volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.




PoPCORN CHIDWA

(Makes one large bowl)

If you love popcorn—plain,
cheddar, or nacho—you’ll
love this chidwa variation
made with Indian flavors. In
the last twenty years I've
make a gazillion batches of it,
adjusting the added spices for
variety. This variation hits
middle ground—a little hot,
spicy, and buttery, but not
overly so. Feel free to adjust
the seasonings as desired.

3 tablespoons minced
candied ginger

1 teaspoon ground cumin

1 teaspoon ground
coriander

1 teaspoon turmeric

Y teaspoon curry powder

Y5 teaspoon red pepper
flakes

Y4 teaspoon freshly ground
pepper

1 tablespoon sugar

114 teaspoon salt

Y4 cup ghee, or half corn oil
and half melted butter

Y4 cup popping corn

Combine the first nine ingre-
dients on a small plate near
the stove. Heat half the ghee
or all of the oil in a large
thick-bottomed pot over mod-
erate heat. Add the popping
corn, then cover and shake
the pot. When you hear
steady popping (after about
two or three minutes), re-
move the lid for only a second
to slide in the first nine ingre-
dients. Then at once re-cover
the pot. Continue shaking the
pot for about 2 or 3 minutes
more, until the sound abates
and the corn is popped. Dis-
card any unpopped corn.
Drizzle with the rest of the
ghee or butter, toss well, and
offer to Krsna.

Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

COOKING CLASS—LESSON 28

IN AMERICA, EUROPE, and
elsewhere in the West, grocery
shelves are loaded with varieties
of potato chips, popcorn, pretzels,
and tortilla chips, available plain,
flavored, salt-free, reduced-fat,
and fat-free. Foot traffic is lured
with the aromas of freshly roasted
chestnuts or in-shell peanuts from
corner vendors. India’s most
popular family of hand-nibbled
munchies—marvelously diverse
and irresistible—is loosely called
chidwa or chewra.

Types of Chidwa

A savory snack, chidwa can be
as simple as salted and seasoned
dried fruits, fried julienned potato
straws, or whole or split fried nuts
—plain or in any combination.
Other simple chidwas are little
more than hot and spicy fried
green chickpeas, split mung dal, or
double-fried smashed white chick-
peas. Quickly assembled nut and
dried fruit chidwa blends might
pair pistachios and golden raisins,
peanuts and raisins, or cashews
and dates.

One of the chidwas most popu-
lar and easy to make at home is a
light blend of seasoned nuts, rai-
sins, and puffed rice. Complex
chidwa blends might include up to
thirty ingredients, including ten or
more seasonings. Chidwa connois-
seurs insist that it must be fresh
and homemade, but scores of
ready-made varieties are available
in chidwa shops and good grocers
for those too busy to cook.

Srila Prabhupada and Chidwa
Reliable stories abound from

Chidwa Nibblers

by Yamuna Devi

Srila Prabhupada’s servants and
cooks about his love for chidwa.

In Calcutta in his childhood his
mother had made chidwa in mus-
tard oil for his celebrations of the
Jagannatha Rathayatra. In later
years, in Vrndavana and Bombay he
often asked for nut chidwa. In Surat
he said potato chidwa was his spiri-
tual master’s favorite afternoon
snack. In London, New York, Los
Angeles, and San Francisco he
taught disciples to make chidwa of
puffed rice. He said he enjoyed
almost any type of chidwa, provided
it was well prepared.

In my experience, the variety he
asked for most often was simple
puffed-rice chidwa or one I coined
Bombay Chidwa, after a variety he
taught me to make in Bombay. If
you are following the cooking class
series, be sure to make both of
these, and several more from the
class textbook, Lord Krishna's
Cuisine.

My godsister Dinatarini Devi
recalls a pastime with Srila Prabhu-
pada in Bombay in the spring of
1974. At the time Prabhupada was
on a special diet. Pallika Devi was
his cook, and Dinatarini shopped
and sometimes assisted. Each morn-
ing, Pallika included chidwa on his
breakfast plate. One morning, they
overheard Prabhupada comment to
Satsvaripa Maharaja that the chid-
wa was causing indigestion. So chid-
wa didn’t appear on the next day’s
plate. But even before the plate was
before him, Prabhupada asked
“Where is the chidwa?” Pallika ex-
plained about overhearing his
| remark, and Prabhupada immedi-
| ately replied “Bring me my chidwa.”
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After it was placed before him,
Prabhupada laughed and said, “Yes,
this chidwa is killing me, but I like it
so much I cannot stop.” And then he
laughed and nibbled.

A Centennial Thank-You

Last year many readers got in
touch with me through BTG or in
person to express appreciation for
these Centennial cooking classes. I'm
grateful for your correspondence and

| delighted that you want to learn

about Srila Prabhupada in the
kitchen and honor, glorify, and relish
his kitchen legacy. Hare Krsna.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’s
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times. Write to her in care of BTG.

- NETNEWS -

URLSs for main Krsna conscious sites on the World Wide Web

" HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE

ers-wineasy.se/storm hitp://wwvi.algone.se/~kiishna

A visually dynamic site from the North European BBT.

 hi//wwwesna.com

ﬁp/’ /ww_w._?rsnu'."c:am_/_-'_fb.t_g: -

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE :
Site for BTG, the Bhaktivedanta Archives, the Hare Krsna

Catalog, and the full text of Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

hitp:/, /www.harekrishna.com /~ara

'HARE KRSNA HOME PAGE
Book excerpts and more from the BBT in Los Angeles.

THE HARE KRSNA INDEX
Leads you to any ISKCON-affiliated site on the Web.
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MOST HARE KRSNA temples
have rooms where guests are wel-
come to stay for a few days. What
lodgings are available will differ
from temple to temple. To arrange
for your stay, it’s best to get in touch
with the temple in advance.

When you come, be prepared for
some new sights and sounds. If your
background isn’t Indian, some of the
traditional ceremonies and activities
might at first seem strange, but most
likely you'll find them easy to
understand once they’re explained.

Let’s suppose you arrive early one
evening. What are you likely to
expect?

After settling into your room,
which you might be sharing with
other residents or guests, it might be
time for the evening kirtana (chant-
ing) in the temple and a class on
Bhagavad-gita. After class you’ll
probably be offered a cup of hot
milk and maybe an evening snack of
prasadam, food offered to Krsna.

Try to get to bed early, because
you’ll want to rise early with the
devotees to bathe, dress, and make it
to the temple in time for mangala-
arati, a worship ceremony that in
most temples begins at 4:30. Don’t
let the prospect of such an early start
put you off. You'll benefit from the
age-old tradition of rising early for
spiritual practices. By breakfast time
you should have gained quite a taste
of Krsna conscious insight and
satisfaction.

After mangala-arati, which lasts
about half an hour, the curtains or
doors to the Deity chamber close.
Then devotees worship tulasi, a
confidential associate of Krsna who

| has appeared in this world in the

form of a bush. While one devotee
offers flowers, incense, and a flame,
the others sing a centuries-old song
in fulasi’s glorification. During the
ceremony the devotees walk around

| tulasi and each of them sprinkles a

few drops of water on her roots.

The japa meditation period comes
next. Japa means soft chanting. For
one and a half to two hours devotees
sit, stand, or walk while chanting the
Hare Krsna mantra on meditation
beads.

At 7:00 or 7:15 the curtains or
doors to the Deity chamber open to
reveal the freshly decorated Deities.
A tape plays beautiful Sanskrit
poetry set to music, and the devotees
sing along or offer their own prayers.
The devotees look at the Deities for
a few minutes and then bow to the
floor. Then each devotee receives in
the palm a few drops of sanctified
water and sips it.

Next comes a ceremony of wor-
ship for Srila Prabhupada. All
ISKCON temples have a special
seat—called a vyasasana—on which
a picture or statue of Srila Prabhu-
pada sits. Everyone offers a few
flower petals to Srila Prabhupada’s
feet as an act of gratitude, especially
for the teachings he has given in his
books. During the ceremony the
devotees sing a traditional song
glorifying the spiritual master, fol-
lowed by the chanting of Hare
Krsna.

Next a devotee gives a lecture on
a verse from the scripture Srimad-
Bhagavatam. After the lecture,
questions are encouraged.

Then it’s time for breakfast, and

Bhakti-yoga at Home

A Visit to a Hare Krsna Temple

by Rohininandana Dasa

then devotees go on with their
service to Krsna. For devotees living
and serving in a Hare Krsna com-
munity, daily activities vary greatly
—cooking, cleaning, gardening,
teaching, worshiping the Deities,
going out to spread Krsna conscious-
ness. You may take part in these
activities or spend your time reading

| or discussing Krsna conscious

philosophy with devotees.

On Friday or Saturday nights
devotees usually hold a chanting
procession in a nearby city or town,
winding their way through the
crowds for an hour or so. The pro-
cession offers a unique chance to see

| Lord Krsna’s material and spiritual

energies side by side.

On Sundays comes the world-
famous Hare Krsna Sunday feast.
Devotees cook special dishes for
the many guests who come. The
devotees often put on plays or show
videos or slide-shows.

Particularly good times to visit
the temple are on Lord Caitanya’s
birthday (in February or March),
Lord Krsna’s birthday (August or
September), and Rathayatra, the
Festival of the Chariots (summer).

All in all, you should find that
your stay at a temple, however brief,
provides you a taste of the special
pleasure of Krsna conscious life.
You’ll make friends and perhaps
get more of an idea how to make
your own life spiritually more
successful.

Rohininandana Dasa lives in

| southern England with his wife and

their three children. Write to him in
care of Back to Godhead.
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ACCORDING TO the East Asian
calendar, 1997 is the Year of the Ox.
And as one devotee has put it, “Ox
power is fifty percent of cow protec-
tion, because bulls are fifty percent of
the herd.”

Our friends the vegans may hope
to escape the sin of animal slaughter
by avoiding commercial milk pro-
ducts. But eating tractor-produced
grains implicates all of us in the
slaughter of bulls, because tractors
deny bulls their God-given work of

"TRACTOR

The Land, the (ows, and Krsna

tilling the field. Hardly one bull calf
can be saved from the slaughterhouse
even by a thousand vegans. If there is
no use for the bull calf, the farmer
must kill him.

The real way to save the bull is to
engage him in productive work.
When you work with a trained ox,
you see how he enjoys working. The
ox has big muscles, and like an
athlete he gets pleasure from using
them. The ox likes working as an
intimate partner to a human being

Ox Power vs. Tractor Power

1997—The Year of the Ox

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

who shows gratitude for the ox’s
power and loyalty. And the ox can
help us toward a simple life condu-
cive to spiritual advancement.

In this Year of the Ox, let’s think
about the advantages of letting
Father Bull do his part in building
a peaceful, Krsna conscious society.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, is co-editor of
the newsletter Hare Krsna Rural
Life.

PLOWING SPEED

e | tractor with a 5-bottom plow: 20 acres a day.
e | super tractor with a 12-bottom plow: 80 acres a day.

e | team of 2 oxen pulling a single-bottom plow: 1 acre a day.
e 3 ox teams pulling a double-bottom plow: 3 to 4 acres a day.

FUEL

Gasoline

Grains, legume, grasses

BY-PRODUCTS

Pollutants, gas fumes, large hunks of junked equipment

¢ While alive: manure, convertible into clean-burning biogas
and top-quality organic fertilizer.
* After natural death: leather and horn for crafts.

PURCHASE PRICE

e | tractor: $20,000 to $250.000.
e Equipment: thousands more.

= A team of 2 oxen: $200 (2 100-pound bull calves
bought at “meat value,” $1 a pound).
* Equipment: a few hundred dollars (less if homemade).

MAINTENANCE

sometimes impossible to obtain.

Expensive mechanical repairs. In third-world countries, parts

Health care by the local farmer and vet. Tool-fixing by any
blacksmith or handyman.

MAIN ECONOMIC MODE

least 400 acres to survive.

Capital-intensive, market-oriented. Grain farmer needs at

Labor-intensive, subsistence-oriented. Farmer can feed his
family well with 5 good acres.
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TRACTOR

Ox Power vs. Tractor Power

EMPLOYMENT

One man can farm many acres, putting dozens of men out of
work.

One man can farm only a few acres. Nearly everyone in the
village gets involved in growing [ood.

DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH

Well-being and comfort for a few, at the expense of many.
Cash moves towards the corporation.

The farmer lives in modest comfort, not much better or
worse off than his neighbors. Cash stays in the community.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Born of a factory, spawned by mines, refineries, and oil wells,
fed on petrol. Batters the soil.

No factory needed, just mother cow. Fed by the earth.
Treads benignly on the soil.

WHAT IT DOES

FOR THE POOR

Makes grain hi-tech and costly. Pushes the poor into
dependence on local charity and international handouts.

Empowers the poor to grow their own food, securing their
long-term welfare.

VIOLENCE

Makes oxen useless for plowing, dooming bull calves to
slaughter. Drives farmers off their land and into joblessness,
bringing land under the grip of a few.

Works peacefully, in natural partnership with man.

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

Chains a man to a roaring, dangerous, bone-jarring machine.
Drags farming into the world of commodities speculation
and land grabbing. Drives farmers out of the fields and onto
the streets of the city. Ruins spiritual development.

Works with the farmer at quiet, wholesome labor. Upholds a
life of dependence on God and thankfulness for the bounty
of the land. Pulls toward a simple, honest life in a natural
setting for spiritual advancement.

SUSTAINABILITY

Ruins the soil. Destroys the social structure. Finished as soon
as cheap petroleum runs out.

Can’t sustain itself where agribusiness is the norm and land
prices are driven up by speculation. You can’t farm with oxen
on land that costs $6,000 an acre. But under spiritually
enlightened leaders who protect the land and accept taxes in

itself, on and on and on.

the form of grains and produce, ox-power farming can sustain
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*Dates are for Mayapur, West Bengal, and may
vary by one day in other parts of the world.
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FASTING DAYS FOR 1997*

FEBRUARY: 13—Appearance of Sri Ad-
vaita Acarya. Fasting till noon. 19—Ap-
pearance of Lord Varaha. Fasting till
noonon Ekadasi, the previous day. Feast-
ing today. 20—Appearance of Sri Nitya-
nanda Prabhu. Fasting till noon. 27—
Appearance of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura. Fasting till noon.

MARCH: 24—Appearance of Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. Fasting till moon-
rise.

APRIL:16—Appearance of Lord Rama-
candra. Fasting till sunset.

MAY: 21—Appearance of Lord Nrsimha-
deva. Fasting till dusk.

JUNE: 4—Disappearance of Srila Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura. Fasting till noon.

JULY: July 20-August 1 7—First month of
Caturmasya. Fasting from Sak, green
leafy vegetables.

AUGUST: 18—Appearance of Lord Bala-
rama. Fasting till noon. Second month of
Caturmasya (August 18-September 15).
Fasting from yogurt. 25—Appearance
of Lord Krsna (Janmastami). Fasting
till midnight. 26—Appearance of Srila
Prabhupada. Fasting till noon.

SEPTEMBER: 10—Appearance of Sri-
mati Radharani. Fasting till noon. 14—
Appearance of Lord Vamana. Fasting
till noon on Ekadasi, the previous day.
Feasting today. 1 5—Appearance of Siila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Fastingtillnoon.
September 16-October 15—Third month
of Caturmasya. Fasting from milk.

OCTOBER: October 16-November 14—
Fourth month of Caturmasya. Fasting
from firad dal.

NOVEMBER: 4—Disappearance of Srila
Prabhupada. Fasting till noon. 11—Dis-
appearance of Srila Gaura Kisora Dasa
Babaji Maharaja. Fasting till noon.
(Feasting tomorrow.)

DECEMBER: 17—Disappearance of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.
Fasting till noon.

EKADASIS FOR 1997
(FASTING FROM GRAINS AND BEANS)

Jan.5,19;Feb. 4, 18; Mar. 5, 19; Apr.4,18;
May 3, 18; Jun. 1, 16, 30; Jul. 16, 30; Aug.
15, 29; Sept. 13, 27; Oct. 12, 27; Nov. 11,
25: Bee. 10.25

FAS'I'ING IS AS POPULAR as feast-
ing in India. Almost every day of the
week is dedicated to a fast for some
deity, generally for a material pur-
pose—to get wealth, to cure a sick-
ness, to obtain political power, to get
a good marriage partner. Fasting for
material purposes can produce
results, but those results, being
material, are temporary.

Besides, fasts for material gains
are like business transactions be-
tween us and God. We worship the
Lord for some benediction, and as

soon as we get what we need, we stop

the worship. Srila Prabhupada calls
such rituals “material religion.” My
father still remembers that when he
was a child, his grandmother would
do a fast for the goddess Sitala-mata,
for protection against smallpox.
Today smallpox is gone, and so is the
fast.

An aspiring devotee fasts to help
his spiritual life. Srila Prabhupada

writes, “The basic principle is not just

to fast, but to increase one’s faith and
love for Govinda, or Krsna.” Fasting
should help one purify the body, con-
trol the mind, and engage more fully
in the devotional service of the Lord.
Fasting also shows our determination
to serve the Lord.
Srila Prabhupada prescribed fast-

ing—at least from grains and beans

—on Ekadasi, the eleventh day of the

waxing and waning moon. He also
told devotees to fast on the appear-
ance and disappearance days of the
Lord and His devotees. These fasts
are to be done only for the satisfac-
tion of the Lord. Srila Prabhupada

writes, “The real reason for observing

fasting on Ekadasi is to minimize the
demands of the body and to engage
our time in the service of the Lord by
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Fasting and
Feasting for the Soul

by Ravi Gupta

chanting or performing similar
service.”

For many generations people in
India fasted on Ekadasi. But people
today are not so interested in spiri-
tual life, so few observe Ekadasi.
When my aunt decided to observe
Ekadasi, there was much opposition
from her relatives. “Ekadasi is only
for old people,” they said. “What are
you going to gain by keeping
Ekadasi?”

Srila Prabhupada considered fast-
ing on Ekadasi and other holy days
an important part of spiritual life:
“All these rules and regulations are
offered by the great acaryas [spiritual
authorities] for those who are
actually interested in getting admis-
sion into the association of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead in
the transcendental world. The mahat-
mas, great souls, strictly observe all
these rules and regulations, and
therefore they are sure to achieve the
desired result.”

The main point is that fasting
should aid our spiritual life. If fasting
hindered a devotee’s service, Srila
Prabhupada would allow him to eat.

Devotees also consider that eating
only prasadam—food offered to
Krsna—is a kind of fasting, because
one forgoes the demands of the

| tongue. In this sense, devotees fast

every day. And such fasting for the
pleasure of Krsna, while hearing and
chanting His glories, is a true feast
for the soul.

Ravi Gupta, age fourteen, lives at the
Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho.
The center is run by his parents. Ravi,
who was schooled at home, is a
second-year student at Boise State
University.



HERE IN THE material world it’s
easy to become absorbed in attach-
ment and love for our family, espe-
cially our children, and forget about
loving God, Krsna. We often see a
child’s photo or shoes or artwork
given a prominent place within a
home, almost as if the child were the
worshipable deity of the house-
hold. Though the Vedic scrip-
tures advise us to detach our-
selves from such affection,
Srila Prabhupada also com-
ments that these feelings are
natural. Are there ways our
attachment to our children can
bring us closer to Krsna? There
are.

Parents may sacrifice for
their children in ways they
wouldn’t for themselves. For
example, a father may take a
second job to send a son
through college, or a mother
may spend seemingly endless
hours driving her children to
clubs and lessons. This same
tendency to sacrifice can be
used in the Lord’s service.

Parents not concerned
enough about their own spiri-
tual well-being to regularly
worship Krsna and chant His
names may still train their
children to do so, thus helping
themselves as well.

When a mother teaches her
children the importance of offering
food to Krsna, she naturally has to
offer Krsna the food in her home. A

father who wants to teach his children |

to stay clear of time-wasting material-
istic activities won’t spend his free
time in front of the television.

So in countless ways our love and
concern for our children can motivate

§chooling Krsna's Children

Loving Our Children

by Urmila Devi Dasi

us to do what is most beneficial not
only for them but for ourselves.
Vedic culture is so perfect, in fact,
that even speaking to our children
with affection can purify the whole
family.

Generally, followers of Vedic cul-
ture name their children after Krsna

or His great devotees. So every time
a mother calls “Govinda Dasa, it’s
time for your meals!” “Govinda! You
left your shoes out in the rain.”
“Where is Govinda?” she is chanting
the holy name of the Lord.

Such chanting, even to call one’s
son or daughter, can bring parents
the highest benefit of love of God.

Indeed, thousands of years ago this
happened when Ajamila named his
son “Narayana,” which is a name of
Krsna.

Though religious as a boy, Ajamila
did not become a spiritually minded
father. He left his wife for a prosti-
tute and made his living through
cheating and crime. Absorbed
in attachment to his family by
the prostitute, he was still
having children in old age. So
even at eighty-eight he was
cultivating his affection not for
Krsna but for his little son
Narayana.

Ajamila’s fatherly attach-
ment was intense to the point
that while dying he called for
his son—"Narayana!” At once
the servants of Narayana, Lord
Krsna, came to save him from
the hell he would have gone to
for his degraded life. They
granted him more years, which
he used to worship Lord
Krsna. Finally he attained to
the spiritual world.

Of course, we shouldn’t
purposely try to cheat Krsna,
thinking we can live a low life
and still find perfection simply
through the names we give our
children. But from this story
we can learn the potency of
Krsna’s names and know that
if we mold our lives to train
our children as saints, we just might
end up becoming saints ourselves.

BSE(C] RYSOUY

Urmila Devi Dast and her family run
a school for boys and girls in North
Carolina. She is the major author and
compiler of Vaikuntha Children, a
guide to Krsna conscious education
for children.
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The new Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust
edition o fSri
Caitanya-caritamrta
(above), in nine
volumes. At right,
Lord Caitanya, who s
Radha and Krsna
combined, descended
to spread the chanting
of the holy names of
the Lord.
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by Kalakantha Dasa

Y ANY STANDARDS, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu led a most remark-

able life. As a child-scholar, He |

refuted the leading philosophers of
His day. Later, as a young renunciant,
He traveled widely, converting kings,
panditas, Muslims, Buddhists, and

thousands of their followers to the path |

of Krsna-bhakti. In His final years, He
exhibited unprecedented miracles and
devotional ecstasies. Even today, five
hundred years later, Lord Caitanya’s
movement reverberates around the
world with startling religious vitality.
Yet Caitanya Mahaprabhu is much
more than a famous medieval Indian
religious leader. He is Lord Sri Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead
Himself, appearing as a devotee. Lord
Caitanya fulfilled the ancient Pura-
nic prophecy that Lord Krsna would
incarnate in the present age of god-

lessness, known as Kali-yuga, to dis-
tribute love of Godhead throughout
the world.

In the late 1500s, the aged and
learned Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami
chronicled Lord Caitanya’s pastimes
in Sri Caitanya-caritamyta. Working in
a simple mud dwelling on the bank
of the sacred lake known as Radha
Kunda, Krsnadasa Kaviraja drew ex-
tensively from the diaries of Lord
Caitanya’s secretaries. From their de-
scriptions, and first-hand accounts of
other eyewitnesses, he compiled a
detailed biography. He emphasized
the Lord’s later pastimes, as well as
His divinity and His profound philo-
sophical teachings.

Over time, prominent Bengali-
literate Western scholars of religion
came to value Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
highly for both its biographical and
philosophical excellence. In the early
1970s, one of America’s leading spe-
cialists in Indian religions began an

rta

eagerly awaited first English transla-
tion. He intended to make the work
available for scholars and postgradu-

ate students of Indian religions.
During the same period, His Di-
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada began his own
translation of Sri Caitan ya-caritamrta.
Srila Prabhupada’s purpose, however,
was quite different. He had founded
the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness in 1966, and now many
of its thousands of members, his dis-
ciples, had begun to mature in Krsna-
bhakti. So Srila Prabhupada, having
completed the Bhagavad-gita As It
Is (the fundamental text of spiritual
life) and many volumes of the vast
.S"r.?.mad~Bhﬁgavaram (a graduate-level
scripture), at his disciples’ request be-
gan work on Sri Caitan ya-caritampta, a
text he called the “postgraduate study
ofspirituallife.” Among hismany other
gifts,SrIlaPrabhupﬁdawamedtoleave
(please turn to page 22)

The Lord debates with the
local Muslim magistrate.

In a dream, the Lord’s elder
brother invites Him to leave home.

Saci Devi snatches dirt from
her divine son’s hand.

A devotee realized that
Caitanya is Krsna.
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The Production Line—1975

Composing

Editing

Transcribing

The Lord reveals His form Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya tries The Lord reveals His identity to A bird attacks a group of
of Varaha to Murari Gupta. to teach Vedanta to the Lord. Ramananda Raya. offensive Buddhists.
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Off to the printer

Layout

Quiputting text

Out to the streets

Sri Sad-bhuja—the Lord as Devotees from Bengal Lord Caitanya and His devotees The Lord dances
Krsna, Rama, and Caitanya. visit the Lord in Puri. clean the Gundica Temple. at Rathayatra.
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(continued from page 19)

his followers an authorized
translation of this ultimate de-
votional classic.

Like Krsnadasa Kaviraja Go-
svami, Srila Prabhupada began
his project at an advanced age.
Unlike his great predecessor,
Srila Prabhupada was the leader
of a worldwide spiritual society
that needed his constant travel
and challenged him with diverse
problems. Rising early and
working before dawn each day
in the course of his internation-
al travels, Srila Prabhupada
nonetheless managed to com-
plete Sri Caitan ya-caritamrta in
just eighteen months. He pains-
takingly translated each Ben-
gali and Sanskrit verse to En-
glish, word for word, followed
by a full translation and pur-
port. The result of his extraordi-
nary literary efforts would ulti-
matelybe publishedinseventeen
full-sized volumes.

But to Srila Prabhupada’s dis-
may, publication lagged behind. The
two leading managers of the BBT,

Prabhupada’s Bhaktivedanta Book |

Trust, were still working on the Bhag-
avatam. Yel they presented Prabhu-
pada an ambitious plan for increasing
the BBT’s pace of production four-
fold—one book amonth. Srila Prabhu-
padashocked them by hisresponse: “It
is not fast enough. You have to do all
the books in two months’ time.”

In a spiritual dream, Krsnadasa Kavirdja

Gosvami sees Lord Nityananda,
who tells him to go to Vrndavana.

The managers stared in disbelief.
Seventeen books in two months?

“Srila Prabhupada,” one ventured,
“I think that’s impossible. Maybe we
can go faster....”

Srila Prabhupada responded with-
out anger, but very gravely: “Impos-
sible is a word found in a fool’s
dictionary.”

Consulting among themselves, the
BBT leaders and staff resolved to meet

> Srila Prabhupada’s challenge.
Srila Prabhupada himself agreed
Z toprovidespecial help. Thus be-
. gan an unparalleled two-month
- publication marathon in which
= Srila Prabhupada’s personal ex-
ample fueled the BBT workers
with inspiration.

The managers quickly as-
sembled a team of fifty devotee
workers. Photographers flew off
to India. Bengalieditors double-
checked each text with Srila
Prabhupada, while the English
editors, typesetters, proofread-
ers, and layout artists worked
seven days a week from dawn to
midnight and beyond. The BBT
artists whose original paintings
would illustrate each volume
sacrificed their personal styles
to accommodate a faster, more
efficient method of finishing one
another’s work together. Even
the BBT’s printer, Kingsport
Pressin Tennessee, pushed back
other work in order to accom-
modate the intense printing
schedule. The marathon was on!

The BBT workers adopted the de-
votional mood of atma-nivedanam, sur-
rendering everything to Krsna. Type-
setters worked in shifts twenty-four
hours a day. The typesetting computer
man barely slept. Determined to ful-
fill Srila Prabhupada’s order, the devo-
tees pushed themselves to new heights
of accomplishment.

Soon new volumes of 77 Caitanya-

South India: The Lord visits deities  Sri Pafica-tattva—Lord Caitanya

Jungle animals dance at
the Lord's command.

Junior Haridasa, in a heavenly

of Krsna and Krsna's parents. and His four principal associates. form, sings for the Lord.
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Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvam:

Empowered Biographer of the Lord

THE AUTHOR OF Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Krsnadasa Kaviraja
Gosvami, born around the begin-
ning of the sixteenth century, was
a disciple of Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami, a confidential follower
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s. Raghu-
natha Dasa, a renowned ascetic
saint, heard and memorized all the
activities of Caitanya Mahaprabhu
told him by Svartipa Damodara
Gosvami. After the passing away
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
Svarupa Damodara, Raghunatha
Dasa, unable to bear the pain of
separation from these objects of
his complete devotion, traveled to
Vrndavana, intending to commit
suicide by jumping from Govar-
dhana Hill. In Vrndavana, how-
ever, he encountered Srila Ripa
Gosvami and Srila Sanatana Go-
svami, two of the most confiden-
tial disciples of Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. They convinced him to
give up his planned suicide and
impelled him to reveal to them
the spiritually inspiring events of
Lord Caitanya’s later life. Krsna-

2 il

dasa Kaviraja Gosvami was also
residing in Vrndavana at this time,
and Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami
endowed him with full compre-
hension of the transcendental life
of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

By this time, contemporary and
near-contemporary scholars and
devotees had already written sev-
eral biographical works on the
life of Sri Krspa Caitanya. These
included Sri Caitanya-carita, by
Murari Gupta, Caitanya-marigala,
by Locana Dasa Thakura, and
Caitanya-bhagavata. This latter
work, by Vrndavana Dasa Tha-
kura, who was then considered the
principal authority on Sri Cai-
tanya’s life, was highly revered.
While composing his important
work, Vrndavana Dasa, fearing
that it would become too volumi-
nous, avoided elaborately describ-
ing many of the events of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’slife, particularly the
later ones. Anxious to hear these
later pastimes, the devotees of
Vrndavana requested Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami, whom they

et

respected as a great saint and scho-
lar, to compose a book narrating
these episodes in detail. Upon this
request, and with the permission
and blessings of the Madana-
mohana Deity of Vrndavana, he
began compiling Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, which, due to its liter-
ary excellence and philosophical
thoroughness, is today universally
regarded as the foremost work on
the life and profound teachings of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Krsnadasa commenced work
on the text at a very advanced age
and in failing health, as he vividly
describes in the text itself: “I have
now become too old and disturbed
by invalidity. While writing, my
hands tremble. [ cannot remember
anything, nor can I see or hear
properly. Still [ write, and this is a
great wonder.” That he completed
the greatest literary gem of medi-
eval India under such debilitating
conditionsissurely one of the won-
ders of literary history.
From the Introduction to
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta

The Lord sports with His
devotees at a Puri festival.

One day, the Lord eats enough
for a hundred people.

Lord Caitanya dreams of
Radha-Krsna's pastimes.

Nityananda attracts the Lord
to the festival at Panihati.
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caritamrta began to be offered on the
altar in Los Angeles, BBT’s home
temple. To the trained eye, the shiny
gold volumes fell slightly short of
BBTs high editorial and artistic stan-
dards. Nonetheless, Srila Prabhupada
handled each new volume with satis-
faction.

Two months from the day of Srila
Prabhupada’s order, the last of the
seventeen volumes of Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta arrived from Kingsport
Press. The jubilant BBT press workers
basked in the glow of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s blessings. By the grace of guru
and Krsna, an “impossible” miracle
had been done.

In addition to larger runs of certain
volumes, the BBT printed twenty thou-
sand complete seventeen-volume
sets. Many sets were instantly snapped
up by eager scholars and academic
libraries. Readers bought thousands
more for their home libraries. Devo-
tees sold individual volumes in pub-
lic places. In addition, BBTs in India,
South America, and Europe began
translating Sri Caitanya-caritamrtainto
dozens of languages.

Grateful scholars heaped praise
upon the publication. Dr. J. Bruce Long
of Cornell University called it *‘a cause
for celebration.” Teachers could now
introduce their students to direct source
material about Lord Caitanya’slife and
teachings, and they loved it.

Many years later, when the noted
American Indologist finally published

)
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§cholarly Praise

As with Srila Prabhupada’s other
books, scholars greatly appreci-
ated his presentation of Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta. Here we
presentexcerpls from one ofmany
favorable reviews when the book
first appeared.

THE APPEARANCE OF an En-
glish translation of Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami’s Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta by A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta (founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness)is a cause for cele-
bration among both scholars in
Indian studies and lay people
seeking to enrich their knowl-
edge of Indian spirituality. . . .
It will fill a most serious lacuna in
our libraries and in our courses
on the religious traditions of
India.

For the first time we possess a
readily accessible edition for this
great religious classic that will
provide opportunity for scholars
in Indian literature and followers
of the Krsna conscious tradition
alike to compare the original text
with a modern English transla-

B TS L e e T R A R

tion and become acquainted
with the deeper spiritual mean-
ing of this work through the
learned commentary of Sri
Bhaktivedanta.

Anyone who gives a close
reading to the commentary will
sense that here, as in his other
works, Sri Bhaktivedanta has
combined a healthy mixture of
the fervent devotion and aesthe-
tic sensitivity of a devotee and
the intellectual rigor of a textual
scholar. At no point does the
author allow the intended mean-
ing of the text to be eclipsed by
the promotion of a particular
doctrinal persuasion.

These exquisitely wrought vol-
umes will be a welcome addition
to the libraries of all persons who
are committed to the study of
Indian spirituality and religious
literature, whether theirinterests
are sparked by the motivations
of the scholar, the devotee, or the
general reader.

Dr. J. Bruce Long

Department of Asian Studies

Cornell University

Lord Caitanya sees
Lord Krsna’s pastimes.

In ecstasy, mistaking a sand
dune for Govardhana Hill.

A fortunate fisherman
catches the Lord.

In a spiritual trance,
Lord Caitanya sees Krsna.
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whatwas now the second English trans-
lation of 8r7 Caitanya-caritamyta, Srila
Prabhupada’s work had already circled
the globe. But Srila Prabhupada’s trans-
lation did much more than simply fill
a significant vacuum in the academic
study of Hinduism. As a pure devotee
of Lord Caitanya, Srila Prabhupada

Bringing Out the Ilew Edition

IN 1975, SRILA PRABHUPADA
called on his disciple Dravida Dasa
to help edit the first edition of Sri
Caitanya-caritamria. Nearly twenty
years later, leaders of the BBT
(Bhaktivedanta Book Trust) again
called on Dravida to help produce
a special Srila Prabhupada Cen-
tennial project: an updated reprint-
ing of the entire work.

The project shows how much
technology—and ISKCON itself
—have changed in twenty years.
In 1975, ISKCON and the BBT
were best established in America,
and all the production took place
at BBT headquartersin Los Ange-
les. Today, help to assemble the
new printing came from flourish-
ing BBT divisions not only in
America but in India, Europe,
and Australia. In 1975, devotees
painstakingly laid out every page
ofthe seventeen-volume Caitanya-
caritamrta by hand, using razor
blades and wax to affix the typeset
galleys to “boards.” And the in-
dexes were compiled using, well—
index cards. Today you can do all
that by computer.

But since for the new printing
there were no original computer
disks to work from, devotees had
to start from the already printed
volumes.

InIndia,Naresvara Dasa,aBBT
trustee, engaged a crew of skilled
Bengali editors to key in the origi-
nal Bengali script. Another edito-
rial crew in Korsnas Gard, Sweden,
set right the Roman-letter trans-
literations of the thousands of
Bengali and Sanskrit verses, and

conveyed the true spirit of Lord Cai-
tanya’s life and teachings. As a result,
Lord Caitanya has now touched mil-
lions of hearts and become part of
millions of lives in every corner of the
world. In this way, Srila Prabhupada
has fulfilled one of Lord Caitanya’s
own prophecies: “In every town and

supplied nine new Bengali-
Sanskrit indexes using sophisti-
cated computer programs. In
America, the Bhaktivedanta Ar-
chives supplied the scanned text of
the entire book.

When the revised translitera-
tions had been entered into the
master files, Dravida printed it all
out at his office in San Diego—
about ten thousand sheets double
spaced. He began reading the text,
comparing it often to the original
transcripts of Srila Prabhupada’s
dictation from the Bhaktivedanta
Archives. As Srila Prabhupada had
previously entrusted him to do,
Dravida occasionally made edi-
torial adjustments, improving the
English as needed, without chang-
ing the meaning. In the course of
his work he found remarkably few
mistakes—he changed far less than
one per cent of the text. Those he
did find had generally grown out of
the breakneck speed at which the
original version had been pro-
duced—fourteen of the seventeen
books in two months.

Dravida engaged Grahila
Dasa, a veteran BBT indexer liv-
ing in Florida, to redo all the sub-
ject indexes. So that editions in
other languages could use them
easily, Grahila indexed the text by
chapter and verserather than page
number. To re-index the text took
him a year.

Language scholar Gopiparana-
dhana Dasa, another veteran from
the original book, double-checked
the Bengali and Sanskrit texts while
working in Sweden, Russia, and
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be sung.” @

Kalakantha Dasa, a devotee since
1972, is a member of the ISKCON
Foundation staff. He lives with his

Alachua, Florida.

North Carolina. He and Dravida,
who used to pass work back and
forth in adjoining offices, now
swapped huge files across the
Atlantic by e-mail.

In September 1995, Dravida
flew to Brisbane, Australia, toover-
see the final stages of layout, proof-
reading, and production. After
some final work with Naresvaraon
typefaces, dust covers, illustration
captions, and other details, the new
nine-volume sets were printed in
Melbourne, ready to ship to read-
ers around the world during Srila
Prabhupada’s Centennial year.

Reflecting on hiswork, Dravida
Dasa said, “When I think about
my great good fortune in being
able towork on Srila Prabhupada’s
Caitanya-caritamrita, my heart fills
with gratitude. I really possessed
no special qualification to do this
work—no degree in English, no
special knowledge of Sanskrit or
Bengali. But I have always had a
strong desire to help the part of
his mission most dear to Prabhu-
pada: the spreading of Krsna con-
sciousness through producing and
distributing his books.

“Lord Krsna put me in the right
place at the right time—the old
Brooklyn temple in 1973, where 1
joined—to take up the service of
proofreading and then editing.
Now all these years later I am still
doing the same service. I have no
desire to do anything else. I simply
pray that Prabhupada accept my
insignificant efforts and bless me
with the opportunity to render him
similar service, birth after birth.”

village of the earth, My holy name will

wife and their two young daughters in



The Brahmana Karma Meets the Lord

From Sti Caitanya-caritamrta, rendered from Bengali into
English, with commentary, by His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhalktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

MADHYA-LILA / CHAPTER SEVEN
The Lord’s Tour of South India
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‘kitrma’-name sei grame vaidika brahmana
bahu sraddha-bhaktye kaila prabhura nimantrana

kitrma-name—of the name Karma; sei—that; grame—
in the village; vaidika brahmana—a Vedic brahmana;
bahu—much; Sraddha-bhaktye—with faith and devotion;
kaila—made; prabhura—of Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu;
nimantrana—invitation.

In one village there was a Vedic brahmana named
Kirma. He invited Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu to his
home with great respect and devotion.

122 93 S 2 (& A7 eFie |
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ghare ani’ prabhura kaila pada praksalana
sei jala vamsa-sahita karila bhaksana

ghare ani’—after bringing Him home; prabhura—of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu; kaila—did; pada praksalana—
washing of the lotus feet; sei jala—that water; varnisa-
sahita —with all the family members; karila bhaksana—
drank.

This brahmana brought Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu to
his home, washed His lotus feet and, with his family
members, drank that water.

123 SR e fom FaiE
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aneka-prakara snehe bhiksa kardila
gosanira sesanna sa-vamse khaila

aneka-prakara—various kinds; snehe—in affection; bhiksa
—food; kardaila—made Him eat; gosanira—of Lord Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu; sesa-anna—remnants of food; sa-
varmse—with all the members of the family; khaila—ate.

With great affection and respect, that Kurma brahmana
made Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu eat all kinds of food.
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After that, the remnants were shared by all the members
of the family.
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‘vei pada-padma tomara brahma dhyana kare
sei pada-padma saksat aila mora ghare

yei—those; pada-padma—Ilotus feet; tomara—Your;
brahma—1Lord Brahma; dhyana kare—meditates on; sei
pada-padma—those lotus feet: saksat—directly; aila—
have come; mora—my; ghare—to the home.

The brahmana then began to pray, “O my Lord, Your
lotus feet are meditated upon by Lord Brahma, and these
very lotus feet have come into my home.
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mora bhagyera sima na yaya kahana
aji mora slaghya haila janma-kula-dhana

mora—my; bhagyera—of the fortune; sima—the limit;
na—not; yaya—possible; kahana—describing; aji—today;
mora —my; slaghya—glorious; haila—became; janma—
birth; kula—family: dhana—and wealth.

“My dear Lord, there is no limit to my great fortune. It
cannot be described. Today my family, birth and riches
have all been glorified.”
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krpa kara, prabhu, more, yan toma-sange
sahite na pari duhkha visaya-tarange’

krpa kara—kindly show favor; prabhu—O my Lord; more
—unto me; yan—I go; toma-sange—with You; sahite na
pari—I cannot tolerate; duhkha—the troubles; visaya-
tarange—in the waves of materialistic life.

The brahmana begged Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, “My
dear Lord, kindly show me favor and let me go with You.
I can no longer tolerate the waves of misery caused by
materialistic life.”

PURPORT: This statement is applicable for everyone,
regardless of how rich or prosperous one may be. Narot-
tama dasa Thakura has confirmed this statement:
samsara-visanale, diva-nisi hiya jvale. He states that the
materialistic way of life causes a burning in the heart. One
cannot make any provisions for the troublesome life of
the material world. It is a fact that one may be very happy



as far as riches are concerned and one may be very opu-
lent in every respect, yet one has to manage the visayas
to meet the demands of the body and of so many family
members and subordinates. One has to take so much
trouble to minister to others. Narottama dasa Thakura
therefore prays: visaya chadiya kabe suddha ha’be mana.
Thus one must become freed from the materialistic way
of life. One has to merge himself in the ocean of trans-
cendental bliss. In other words, one cannot relish trans-
cendental bliss without being freed from the materialistic
way of life.

It appears that the brahmana named Kiorma was ma-
terially very happy, for he expressed his family tradition
as janma-kula-dhana. Now, being glorious, he wanted to
leave all these material opulences. He wanted to travel
with Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu. According to the Vedic
way of civilization, one should leave his family after
attaining fifty years of age and go to the forest of Vrnda-
vana to devote the rest of his life to the service of the
Lord.
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prabhu kahe, “aiche bat kabhu na kahiba
grhe rahi’ krsna-nama nirantara laiba

prabhu kahe—Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said; aiche bat—
such words; kabhu—at any time; na kahiba—you should
not speak; grhe rahi’—staying at home; krsna-nama—the
holy name of the Lord; nirantara—always; laiba—you
should chant.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu replied, “Don’t speak like that
again. Better to remain at home and chant the holy name
of Krsna always.

PURPORT: It is not advisable in this Age of Kali to leave
one’s family suddenly, for people are not trained as pro-
per brahmacaris and grhasthas. Therefore Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu advised the brahmana not to be too eager
to give up family life. It would be better to remain with
his family and try to become purified by chanting the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra regularly under the direction
of a spiritual master. This is the instruction of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

If this principle is followed by everyone, there is no
need to accept sannydsa. In the next verse Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu advises everyone to become an ideal
householder by offenselessly chanting the Hare Krsna
mantra and teaching the same principle to
everyone he meets.
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yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa
amara ajidaya guru hana tara’ ei desa

yare—whomever; dekha—you meet; tare—him; kaha—
tell; krsna-upadesa—the instruction of the Bhagavad-gita
as it is spoken by the Lord or of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
which advises one to worship Sri Krsna; amara ajnaya—
under My order; guru hafia—becoming a spiritual master;
tara’—deliver; ei desa—this country.

“Instruct everyone to follow the orders of Lord Sri Krsna
as they are given in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam. In this way become a spiritual master and
try to liberate everyone in this land.”

PURPORT: This is the sublime mission of the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Consciousness. Many people
come and inquire whether they have to give up family life
to join the Society, but that is not our mission. One can
remain comfortably in his residence. We simply request
everyone to chant the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

If one is a little literate and can read Bhagavad-gita As
It Is and Srimad-Bhagavatam, that is so much the better.
These works are now available in an English translation
and are done very authoritatively to appeal to all classes
of men. Instead of living engrossed in material activities,
people throughout the world should take advantage of
this movement and chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra at
home with their families. One should also refrain from
sinful activities—illicit sex, meat-eating, gambling and
intoxication. Out of these four items, illicit sex is very sin-
ful. Every person must get married. Every woman espe-
cially must get married. If the women outnumber the
men, some men can accept more than one wife. In that
way there will be no prostitution in society. If men can
marry more than one wife, illicit sex life will be stopped.

One can also produce many nice preparations to offer
Krsna—grain, fruit, flowers and milk. Why should one
indulge in unnecessary meat-eating and maintain horrible
slaughterhouses? What is the use of smoking and drinking
tea and coffee? People are already intoxicated by ma-
terial enjoyment, and if they indulge in further intoxi-
cation, what chance is there for self-realization? Similarly,
one should not partake in gambling and unnecessarily
agitate the mind. The real purpose of human life is to
attain the spiritual platform and return to Godhead. That
is the summum bonum of spiritual realization. The Krsna
consciousness movement is trying to elevate human
society to the perfection of life by pursuing the method
described by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in His advice to
the brahmana Kurma. That is, one should stay at home,
chant the Hare Krsna mantra and preach the instructions
of Krsna as they are given in the Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad—Bhrz’:gu vatam.
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Princess Draupadi first marries Yudhisthira, the eldest of the five Pandava brothers.



THE

MAHABHARATA

HASSSO R YO GREA TE REEN D I A

Draupadi Marries
The Five Pandavas

“In order of age, and on successive days,
each royal prince took the hand of that excellent woman,
who had assumed a form of supreme beauty.”

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history of the
Pandavas to their great-grandson, King Jana-
mejaya. The princess Draupadi, in a former life, had
prayed to Lord Siva five times for a husband, and
Lord Siva had therefore blessed her to marry five
former Indras in her next life. These Indras had now
appeared as Yudhisthira and the four other Pandava
brothers. The sage Vyasa has just finished telling this
story to Draupadi's father, King Drupada, who had
questioned the propriety of Draupadi’s proposed
marriage to the five Pandavas.

ING DRUPADA SAID, “It was only be-
K cause I had not heard these words from you,
Maharsi, that I first endeavored to do things
in a certain way. What is ordained by providence
cannot be avoided, and that alone is the relevant
rule here. The knot tied by destiny is never to be
undone; nothing will be accomplished by our own
effort if we strive against the will of the Supreme.
Arrangements were made for a single bridegroom,
but the preparations are quite suitable for many.
“Previously, Draupadi requested Lord Siva
several times to give her a husband, and he pro-
nounced herblessing accordingly, for the lord surely
knows what is best here. When Lord Siva, with his
superior knowledge, has personally established
what is right and wrong in this case, there is no
offense on my part. Let these boys take her hand in

sacred marriage, as they wish, for Draupadi is
clearly destined for them.”

Then the exalted Vyasa said to Yudhisthira, the
king of righteousness, “Today is a holy day, Pan-
dava, for the moon hasreached its conjunction with
the constellation Pausya. Therefore on this very
day you should be the first to take the hand of
Draupadi.”

At this, King Drupada and his son gathered all
kinds of wealth to present to the bridegroom’s
party, and he arranged to bring his daughter, after
she had bathed and adorned herself with many
jewels. Then all the ministers, advisers, and close
friends of the family came in joyful spirits to see the
wedding, and so did the important brahmanas and
city dwellers.

The king’s palace was beautified by brahmanas
who came for charity, and lotus blossoms were
scattered about to adorn the festival grounds. The
palace shone with an abundance of most valuable
gems, like the sky with its hosts of pure white stars.

Then the sons of the Kaurava king, dressed in
priceless garments, bedecked with earrings and
other jeweled ornaments, and cooled by costly
sandalwood paste, were duly anointed in the ritual
ablutions, and those brothers performed all the
rites that invoke substantial blessings at the time
of marriage.

In proper order, by ritual, and accompanied by

Illustrations by Puskara Dasa
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The Pandavas entered the great hall
like mighty, jubilant bulls
entering their pleasure pastures.

the royal priest Dhaumya, who shone
with the splendor of fire, the Pandavas
entered the great hall like mighty,
jubilant bulls entering their pleasure

pastures. First Dhaumya kindled the |
sacred fire and offered oblations, and

when it blazed with the potent Vedic
mantras, that master of the Vedic sci-
ence brought Yudhisthira forward and
joined him in wedlock to Draupadi
with all the proper mantras. Husband
and wife held each other’s hands, and
with his masterful comprehension of
Vedic rite Dhaumya led them around
the sacrificial fire. Then bidding fare-
well to Yudhisthira, who wasso brilliant
in battle, the priest departed the royal
palace.

In order of age, and on successive
days, each royal prince took the hand
of that excellent woman, who had
assumed a form of supreme beauty. All
the princes were maharatha warriors
who spread the glory of the Kuru
dynasty, and each one married Drau-
padi. The holy sage Vyasa spoke of the
wonderful superhumansplendor of the
occasion, for as each day passed, thin-
waisted Draupadi, by her great spiritual
influence, again became a virgin.

When the weddings were done, Dru-
pada gave many sorts of valuable trea-
sures to the grand warriors, including
one hundred chariots that were all orna-
mented in gold and yoked to four
golden-bridled horses. Similarly, he
presented one hundred red-spotted
elephants who stood like one hundred
gold-peaked mountains, and one hun-
dred exquisite young handmaids be-
decked in the most costly garments,
ornaments, and garlands.

As the sacred fire witnessed, King
Drupada gave to each Pandava vast
amounts of wealth, with extremely
valuable garments and ornaments, be-
fitting their prowess. The Pandavas
graciously took the huge fortune, heavy
in gems. Then those mighty warriors,
equal to Indra, relaxed and enjoyed

themselves in the capital city of the
Pancala king.

KUNTI
BLESSES DRAUPADI

Having united with the Pandavas,
Drupada feared nothing, not even the
gods. The women of noble Drupada
then approached Kunti, the mother of
the Pandavas, told her their names,
and touched her feet with their heads.
Dressed in linen, with the auspicious
marriage thread tied about her, Drau-
paditoo paid obeisances to her mother-
in-law and stood bowed with folded
hands. Draupadi was endowed with
beauty and the marks of nobility, and
her character and conduct were ideal.
Kunti knew this, and with love she
spoke words of blessing:

“As Indrani abides in Indra, Svaha
in the lord of fire, Rohini in the moon,
the chaste Damayanti in Nala, Bhadra
in VaiSravana, Arundhati in Vasistha,
and the goddess of fortune in Lord
Narayana, so may you abide in your
men, and they will maintain you.
May you give birth to healthy, heroic
sons who fill your heart with joy. May
good fortune be yours, and all the
comforts of life. Having married be-
fore the sacred fire, may you ever
honor your vow.

“May endless years be yours, as you

as teachers, the young, the saintly, the
elderly, and the teachers, according to
propriety and the religious law. Fol-
lowing your virtue-loving king, may
you be anointed queen of the nations,

| headed by Kuru and Jangala, and of |

their cities. When your mighty lords
with their valor have conquered the
earth, make of her a joyous offering to
the brahmanas, with great sacrifices
like the Asvamedha. Kind lady, may
you obtain all the fine treasures of the
earth and live happily for one hundred
autumns. As I rejoice with you today,
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for you are a new bride dressed in

| linen, so shall I rejoice with you again
| when you bear a son filled with good

qualities.”
LORD KRSNA’S GIFTS

Thereupon Lord Krsna sent the
newly married Pandavas beautiful
varieties of pearls, diamonds, and orna-
ments of pure gold. Lord Krsna, known
as Madhava, also sent costly clothes
from many countries, along with blan-
kets, deerskins, and jewels. All these
were pleasing to the touch and of the
purest quality. He sent large beds and
seats of all varieties, grand vehicles
in different styles, and vessels by the
hundreds, inlaid with diamonds and
cat’s-eye gems. Lord Krsna also sent
thousands of lovely young meticulous
female attendants, beautifully adorned
and from many countries. He sent
obedient, good-natured elephants,
celestial horses with fine ornaments,
and wonderfully responsive chariots,
decorated with shining gold cloth.
Lord Krsna, Madhustdana, the im-
measurable Soul of the universe, also
dispatched unworked gold bricks by
the millions. Dharmaraja, Yudhisthira,
accepted all these gifts with the greatest
ofjoy. His only motive was to please his
Lord, Krsna, whois known as Govinda,
the supreme source of pleasure for the

e | senses of all living beings. €
honor even uninvited guests as well | i

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who com-
pleted the translation and commentary
of the Srimad-Bhagavatam begun by
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedania
Swami Prabhupada. He is now doing
graduate work in Sanskrit and Indian
Studies at Harvard University.

Dramatic readings by Hridayananda Dasa
Goswami of his Mahabharata translations
may be purchased from: HDG Tape Minis-
try, P O. Box 1156, Alachua, FL 32616,
USA. Phone: (904) 418-4644.
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Our Most Dear Friend
By Visakha Devi Dasi

Presents the essence of Bhagavad-
gita for ages four and up. Ilustrated
with paintings and photographic

montages. Full color, large size

(8%4"X11%4"). $14.95

Lithographs of Srila Prabhupada

High-quality reproductions of drawings
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Personality of Godhead
By His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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Acﬁrya
Compiled by Sesa Dasa

The Mysterious &
Origins of Man E

Controversial evidence that
could rewrite human history.
NBC special hosted by
Charlton Heston. 2 videos,

$24.95 each

A meditation on the

26 qualities of a devotee.

A short quotation and a
photograph of Srila Prabhu-
pada accompany each of the
qualities. Hardbound, 10%4"
x 10%", 75 pages. $29.95

Srila Prabhupada’s Music Box My Glorious Master

By Sesa Dasa, illustrated by Viryavan Dasa GLOI%%OUS S T
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the movement during the late
60s and early 70s and reveal
Srila Prabhupada as a most
glorious master. 416 pages.
Hardbound, $19.95;
softhound, $15.95.

on Srila Prabhupada’s desk in Los Angeles.
24 pages. Softbound. $4.95

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
One-Volume Edition

The authoritative biography of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Bhitrijany Disa

This one-volume edition is the
perfect traveling companion and a
great space-saver for your book-
shelf. With Roman transliterations
of the Bengali and Sanskrit verses.
1,581 pages. $108

Journey to the Pacific Rim
By Bali Mardan Dasa

Travel on an incredible adventure
with a devotee who, inspired by the
order of his guru, helped introduce
Krsna consciousness to the Far East.

Softbound. 100 pages. $4.95
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Incense By Jada Bharata Dasa

A must-have for your travels in India.
This isn’t just a normal travel
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of spiritual India. Softbound. 680
pages. $17.95
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This is our most economi-

cal high-quality incense

from India. Fourteen

exotic fragrances: Rose,

Mogra, Agar Amber,
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more: $.75 each (less beginnings of the Krsna con-
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Hardbound. 464 pages.
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Memories of
Srila Prabhupada

Color videos of senior devotees

Favorite Bhajanas and Kirtanas
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Swami Prabhupada
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la Praupda Speaks Out

This exchange between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupdda and some of his disciples took place in
Mayapur, India, on January 16, 1976.

Srila Prabhupada: If a man does not read the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, then he remains a rascal.

Disciple: So, Srila Prabhupada, in the ultimate sense, any-
thing apart from the Vedas is not really knowledge.

Srila Prabhupada: No. It may be some fragmental knowl-
edge, but if one wants full knowledge in life, then he must
read Bhagavatam—the pastimes, the dealings, of the Lord

and His devotees. Bhagavad-gita is the preliminary knowl- |

edge—ABCD—so that you can distinguish between matter
and spirit. And then you should read Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Formerly all the great leaders of society knew all these
things. Everyone was taught like that. But now, andha
yathandhaih: some big bombastic blind man is leading all
the small blind men directly into the ditch. Someone is
passing as a great leader—great for giving people wrong
direction, so that they can spoil their lives. The great leader
cannot even save himself. He can spoil himself—
and others—very nicely.
Disciple: These blind leaders
have created such chaos, Srila
Prabhupada. People’sminds
have become terribly
disturbed.

Srila Prabhupada: But
from Bhagavatam we
can offer the science of
transcendental peace

and tranquility. First we
can show everyone, scien-
tifically, how they have left
the spiritual world and
how they have become cov-
ered by matter.

The materially affected
mind is the first creation
for material enjoy-
ment. From the
mind the material
senses are cre-
ated: five senses
for knowledge-
gathering and
five senses for
working, along with
five airs within the
body. And then paica-
maha-bhita, the five

S

basic material elements: earth, water, fire, air, and ether.
Then materially affected intelligence, and finally aharnkara,
or false ego, the power to misidentify one’s actual, spiritual
self with all these material coverings.

So in this way the atmas or jivas, spirit souls who once
resided in the spiritual world in full knowledge, are now
living in ignorance. Some of them are standing, as trees and
plants. And some of them are moving, as insects, animals,
and humans. But in your so-called civilization do you have
scientific knowledge of how the soul has become bewil-
dered by this material covering, which actually he has
nothing to do with? Then what is the value of your knowl-
edge? Hmm? If you do not know these fundamental things,
then what is the value of your knowledge? You are simply
observing superficially, externally.

But there is good hope. People are receiving these
books. So we should take the opportunity of preaching this
Bhégavatam, and classes should be held regularly. Let
people study Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita, and they
will accept it. They are not fools. Simply we have to intro-
duce this great science. The Western people are not

T fools, but misguided. So you take charge of

' \ {‘ g,mdmgthem,thenthls Krsnaconscious-

. ness movement will be successful.

People will appreciate, they will

take it up and reform, and their
life will be successful.

But if they utilize their in-
telligence merely for develop-
ing better ways to kill the child
within the womb and for claim-
ing, “The child in the womb
has no soul—the soul comes
after birth,” then what is this
nonsense? Unless the child in
the womb has a soul, how can
he manifest life symptoms?
Disciple: Well, Srila Prabhu-
pada, it’s quite obvious
that since the child in
the womb is growing
and reacting to sti-
muli, then he must have
a soul.

Srila Prabhupada:
Yes. The same
growing process
that we observe
later in life, out-
side the womb, is
going on from the
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very beginning, within the womb. |

all. Everyone knows that the baby out-
side the womb has a soul, so how can |
you say that the baby in the womb has | womb has no soul?
no soul? If he has no soul, how is his

| body growing and developing?
The material bodyis developing. That’s !

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura

Disappearance Day: February 11

A rila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura was born in 1674 in the
Nadiya district of West Bengal. He had two brothers: Sri Rama-
bhadra Cakravarti and Sri Raghunatha Cakravarti. Visvanatha re-
ceived initiation from Sri Krsnacarana Cakravarti, in whose house
he lived for a long time and wrote many books.

In Nadiya, Visvanatha studied the scriptures and Sanskrit
grammar, poetry, and rhetoric. Even as a boy in school, he was a
formidable scholar who could defeat anyone in logic and debate.

Although indifferent to family life, Visvanatha married at a
young age at his father’s request. He was married only a short time,
however, renouncing his wife and home tolive in Vrndavana. Although
his family and friends often tried to bring Visvanatha back home, he
was fixed in his determination to serve Lord Krsna in the Lord’s
transcendental earthly abode.

In Vrndavana, Visvanatha took up residence in the former
cottage (bhajana-kitir)of Stila Krsnadasa Gosvami, on the bank of
the sacred lake known as Radha Kunda. Living there with a disciple
of Krsnadasa’s named Mukunda Dasa, Visvanatha carefully studied
the books of Ripa Gosvami, Sanatana Gosvami, and other Gosvamis
and later wrote commentaries on many of these books.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti also wrote important commentaries
on Srimr.'d~Bhﬁgavamm and Bhagavad-gita.

Srila Prabhupada, in his own purports, often quotes the com-
mentaries of Visvanatha. Srila Prabhupada often mentioned that he
hadbeeninspiredin his ownspiritual life by Visvanatha’scommentary
on Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 2, verse 41, where Visvanatha Cakravarti
writes that the disciple must accept as his life and soul the order of
the spiritual master.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura is the author of Sri Gury-
astakam, “Eight Prayers Glorifying the Spiritual Master.” Following
the practice set by Srila Prabhupada, devotees in all ISKCON tem-
ples sing these prayers each morning at marngala-arati, the first
worship ceremony of the day.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti’s most famous disciple was Srila
Baladeva Vidyabhtisana. When brahmana scholars in Jaipur chal-
lenged the validity of Lord Caitanya’s movement, Visvanatha, the
leader of Lord Caitanya’s followers at the time, was too old to make
the journey and debate the challengers, so he sent Baladeva
in his place. By the dictation of Lord Krsna, Baladeva wrote the
Govinda-bhasya commentary on the Vedanta-siitra and defeated
the skeptics.

(Full calendar page 63.)

Such rascals—they are passing as
big scientists. What reasoning do they
give for claiming that the baby in the

Disciple: They don’t really have an
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argument.

Srila Prabhupada: Just see. All dog-
matic. All dogmatic foolishness that
they are propagating. And this is going
on in the name of vijiana, science.
Real vijfiana should be enunciated.

Vijiiana: vi- and jiana. Actually, vi-
Jiana has two meanings. One is visista-
JAana, or genuine knowledge, fully re-
alized and articulated, or enunciated.
You can take this meaning. And the
other meaning of vijiagna is vigata-
jiana, or pseudo knowledge, knowl-
edge lost or stolen by illusion.

So these “scientists”—their “vi-
Jjiiana,” or “science,” is vigata-jiana,
knowledge stolen by illusion, so-called
knowledge bereft of all real knowl-
edge. That sense is given in Bhagavad-
gita: mayayapahrta-jiianah—maya, or
illusion, has utterly taken away these
people’s knowledge, and yet their so-
called knowledge is going on as vijiiana,
science. Maya has made these people
rascals, but they are presenting them-
selves as men of advanced knowledge.
Thatis the defect of Kali-yuga, this age
of hypocrisy.

Disciple: Advanced demoniac knowl-
edge.

| Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Advanced de-

mons. Actually, they are advanced de-
mons. Asuras. Asuram-bhavam asritah
—they are infected with the contami-
nation of atheism, godlessness.
Disciple: Of course, Srila Prabhupada,
one thing you can say for these so-
called scientists: They know the sci-
ence of avoiding the real issues. In that
sense, they really are expert.

Srila Prabhupada: A child can also
avoid the realissues. Thatis not expert.
A child without guidance can also ad-
vance very nicely in foolishness. And
when the foolish child touches the fire
and burns his hand, some other fool
may say, “Oh, this is advancement of
knowledge.”

Similarly, in this material world all
these rascals are endeavoring for the
advancement of their foolish knowl-
edge. They are following in the foot-
steps of that ancient demon Hiranya-
kasipu. He also tried to ignore the soul
and the Supreme Soul and tried to
immortalize his material body, which
is impossible. But just like Hiranya-
kasipu, today’s rascals have become
very advanced in that foolishness. R
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SRIMAD "BHAGAYATAN :

IMPRESSING
THE LORD’S FO
ON THE MIND

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord k apila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about devotional service. As the
SI‘imﬂd—Bh{lgavalam continues, Kapila describes the parts
of the Lord’s form upon which yogis should meditate.

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 28
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vakso ‘dhivasam rsabhasya maha-vibhiiteh
pumsam mano-nayana-nirvrtim adadhanam

kantharm ca kaustubha-maner adhibhiisanartham
kuryan manasy akhila-loka-namaskrtasya

vaksah—the chest; adhivasam—the abode; rsabhasya—
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; maha-vibhiiteh
—of Maha-Laksmi; purisam—of persons; manah—to the
mind; nayana—to the eyes; nirvrtim—_transcendental
pleasure:; adadhanam—bestowing; kantham—the neck;

ca—also; kaustubha-maneh—of the Kaustubha gem;
adhibhiisana-artham—which enhances the beauty; kuryat
—he should meditate on; manasi—in the mind; akhila-
loka—Dby the entire universe; namaskrtasya—who is
adored.

The yogi should then meditate on the chest of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, the abode of goddess
Maha-Laksmi. The Lord’s chest is the source of all tran-
scendental pleasure for the mind and full satisfaction for
the eyes. The yogi should then imprint on his mind the
neck of the Personality of Godhead, who is adored by the
entire universe. The neck of the Lord serves to enhance
the beauty of the Kaustubha gem, which hangs on His
chest.

PURPORT: In the Upanisads it is said that the various
energies of the Lord are working to create, destroy, and
maintain. These inconceivable varieties of energy are
stored in the bosom of the Lord. As people generally say,
God is all-powerful. That prowess is represented by
Maha-Laksmi, the reservoir of all energies, who is situ-
ated on the bosom of the transcendental form of the
Lord. The yogi who can meditate perfectly on that spot
on the transcendental form of the Lord can derive many
material powers, which comprise the eight perfections
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of the yoga system.

It is stated herein that the beauty of the neck of the
Lord enhances the beauty of the Kaustubha gem rather
than vice versa. The gem itself becomes more beautiful
because it is situated on the neck of the Lord. A yogi is
therefore recommended to meditate upon the Lord’s
neck. The Lord’s transcendental form can either be medi-
tated upon in the mind or placed in a temple in the form
of a statue and decorated in such a way that everyone can
contemplate it. Temple worship, therefore, is meant for
persons who are not so advanced that they can meditate
upon the form of the Lord. There is no difference
between constantly visiting the temple and directly seeing
the transcendental form of the Lord; they are of equal
value. The advantageous position of the yogi is that he
can sit anywhere in a solitary place and meditate upon
the form of the Lord. A less advanced person, however,
has to go to the temple, and as long as he does not go to
the temple he is unable to see the form of the Lord.
Either by hearing, seeing, or meditating, the objective is
the transcendental form of the Lord; there is no question
of voidness or impersonalism. The Lord can bestow the
blessings of transcendental pleasure upon either the
visitor of the temple, the meditator-yogi or one who hears
about the Lord’s transcendental form from scriptures like
the S'rfnr(.'d—Ba’zf?gawrmm or Bhagavad-gita. There are nine
processes for executing devotional service, of which
smaranam, or meditation, is one. Yogis take advantage of
the process of smaranam, whereas bhakti-yogis take
special advantage of the process of hearing and chanting.
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bahiirs ca mandara-gireh parivartanena
nirnikta-bahu-valayan adhiloka-palan

saficintayed dasa-sataram asahya-tejah
sankham ca tat-kara-saroruha-raja-hamsam

bahin—the arms; ca—and; mandara-gireh—of Mount
Mandara; parivartanena—Dby the revolving; nirnikta—
polished; bahu-valayan—the arm ornaments; adhiloka-
palan—the source of the controllers of the universe;
safcintayet—one should meditate on; dasa-sata-aram—
the Sudarsana disc (ten hundred spokes); asahya-tejah—
dazzling luster; sankham—the conch; ca—also; tat-kara—
in the hand of the Lord; saroruha—lotuslike; raja-
hamsam—TIike a swan.

The yogi should further meditate upon the Lord’s four
arms, which are the source of all the powers of the demi-
gods who control the various functions of material
nature. Then the yogi should concentrate on the polished
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ornaments, which were burnished by Mount Mandara as
it revolved. He should also duly contemplate the Lord’s
discus, the Sudarsana cakra, which contains one thousand
spokes and a dazzling luster, as well as the conch, which
looks like a swan in His lotuslike palm.

PURPORT: All departments of law and order emanate
from the arms of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
The law and order of the universe is directed by different
demigods, and it is here said to emanate from the Lord’s
arms. Mandara Hill is mentioned here because when

the ocean was churned by the demons on one side and
the demigods on the other, Mandara Hill was taken as the
churning rod. The Lord in His tortoise incarnation
became the pivot for the churning rod, and thus His orna-
ments were polished by the turning of Mandara Hill. In
other words, the ornaments on the arms of the Lord are
as brilliant and lustrous as if they had been polished very
recently. The wheel in the hand of the Lord, called the
Sudarsana cakra, has one thousand spokes. The yogi is
advised to meditate upon each of the spokes. He should
meditate upon each and every one of the component
parts of the transcendental form of the Lord.
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kaumodakim bhagavato dayitam smareta
digdham arati-bhata-sonita-kardamena

maldam madhuvrata-varitha-giropaghustam
caityasya tattvam amalari manim asya kanthe

kaumodakim—the club named Kaumodaki; bhagavatah
—of the Personality of Godhead; dayitam—very dear;
smareta—one should remember; digdham—smeared;
arati—of the enemies; bhata—soldiers; Sonita-kardamena
—with the bloodstains; malam—the garland; madhuvrata
—of bumblebees; variatha—of a swarm; gira—with the
sound; upaghustam—surrounded; caityasya—of the living
entity; tattvam—principle, truth; amalam—pure; manim
—the pearl necklace; asya—of the Lord; kanthe—on

the neck.

The yogi should meditate upon His club, which is named
Kaumodaki and is very dear to Him. This club smashes
the demons, who are always inimical soldiers, and is
smeared with their blood. One should also concentrate
on the nice garland on the neck of the Lord, which is
always surrounded by bumblebees, with their nice buz-
zing sound, and one should meditate upon the pearl
necklace on the Lord’s neck, which is considered to
represent the pure living entities who are always engaged
in His service.



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

PURPORT: The yogi must contemplate the different parts
of the transcendental body of the Lord. Here it is stated
that the constitutional position of the living entities
should be understood. There are two kinds of living enti-
ties mentioned here. One is called the arati. They are
averse to understanding the pastimes of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. For them, the Lord appears with
His hand clutching the terrible mace, which is always
smeared with bloodstains from His killing of demons.
Demons are also sons of the Supreme Personality of God-
head. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, all the different species
of living entities are sons of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. There are, however, two classes of living enti-
ties, who act in two different ways. The Supreme Lord
keeps on His neck those living entities who are pure, as
one protects the jewels and pearls on the bosom and neck
of one’s body. Those living entities in pure Krsna con-
sciousness are symbolized by the pearls on His neck.
Those who are demons and are inimical towards the pas-
times of the Supreme Personality of Godhead are
punished by His mace, which is always smeared with the
blood of such fallen living entities. The club of the Lord is
very dear to Him because He uses it to smash the bodies
of the demons and mix their blood. As mud is kneaded
with water and earth, so the earthly bodies of the enemies
of the Lord, or the atheists, are smashed by the club of the
Lord, which becomes muddied with the blood of such
demons.
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bhrtyanukampita-dhiyeha grhita-murteh
sancintayed bhagavato vadanaravindam

yad visphuran-makara-kundala-valgitena
vidyotitamala-kapolam udara-nasam

bhrtya—for the devotees; anukampita-dhiya—out of com-
passion; tha—in this world; grhita-miirteh—who presents
different forms; sarnicintayet—one should meditate on;
bhagavatah—of the Personality of Godhead; vadana—
countenance; aravindam—Iotuslike; yat—which; visphu-
ran—glittering; makara—alligator-shaped; kundala —of
His earrings; valgitena—by the oscillation; vidyotita—
illuminated; amala—crystal clear; kapolam—His cheeks;
udara—prominent; nasam—His nose.

The yogi should then meditate on the lotuslike counte-
nance of the Lord, who presents His different forms in
this world out of compassion for the anxious devotees.
His nose is prominent, and His crystal-clear cheeks are
illuminated by the oscillation of His glittering alligator-
shaped earrings.

| PURPORT: The Lord descends to the material world out

of His deep compassion for His devotees. There are two
reasons for the Lord’s appearance or incarnation in the
material world. Whenever there is a discrepancy in the
discharge of religious principles and there is prominence
of irreligion, the Lord descends for the protection of the
devotees and the destruction of the nondevotees. When

| He appears, His main purpose is to give solace to His

devotees. He does not have to come Himself to destroy
the demons, for He has many agents; even the external
energy, maya, has sufficient strength to kill them. But
when He comes to show compassion to His devotees, He
kills the nondevotees as a matter of course.

The Lord appears in the particular form loved by a
particular type of devotee. There are millions of forms of

| the Lord, but they are one Absolute. As stated in the

Brahma-sarhita, advaitam acyutam anadim ananta-
rigpam: all the different forms of the Lord are one, but
some devotees want to see Him in the form of Radha and
Krsna, others prefer Him as Sita and Ramacandra, others
would see Him as Laksmi-Narayana, and others want to
see Him as four-handed Narayana, Vasudeva. The Lord
has innumerable forms, and He appears in a particular
form as preferred by a particular type of devotee. A yogi
is advised to meditate upon the forms that are approved
by devotees. A yogi cannot imagine a form for medita-
tion. Those so-called yogis who manufacture a circle or
target are engaged in nonsense. Actually, a yogi must

| meditate upon the form of the Supreme Personality of

Godhead that has been experienced by the Lord’s pure

| devotees. Yogi means devotee. Yogis who are not actually

pure devotees should follow in the footsteps of devotees.
It is especially mentioned here that the yogi should
meditate upon the form which is thus approved; he
cannot manufacture a form of the Lord.
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yac chri-niketam alibhih parisevyamanam
bhutya svaya kutila-kuntala-vrnda-justam

mina-dvayasrayam adhiksipad abja-netram
dhyayen manomayam atandrita ullasad-bhru

yat—which face of the Lord; sri-niketam—a lotus; alibhih
—Dby bees; parisevyamanam—surrounded; bhiitya—by
clegance; svaya—its; kugila—curly; kuntala—of hair;
vinda—by a multitude; justam—adorned; mina—of fish:
dvaya—a pair; asrayam—dwelling; adhiksipat—putting to
shame; abja—a lotus; netram—having eyes; dhydyet—one
should meditate on; manah-mayam—iormed in the mind:
atandritah—attentive; ullasat—dancing; bhru—having
eyebrows.

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 1997 « BACK TO GODHEAD 39



-

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

The yogi then meditates upon the beautiful face of the
Lord, which is adorned with curly hair and decorated by
lotuslike eyes and dancing eyebrows. A lotus surrounded
by swarming bees and a pair of swimming fish would be
put to shame by its elegance.

PURPORT: One important statement here is dhyayen
manomayam. Manomayam is not imagination. Imper-
sonalists think that the yogi can imagine any form he
likes, but, as stated here, the yogi must meditate upon
the form of the Lord which is experienced by devotees.
Devotees never imagine a form of the Lord. They are
not satisfied by something imaginary. The Lord has
different eternal forms; each devotee likes a particular
form and thus engages himself in the service of the Lord
by worshiping that form. The Lord’s form is depicted in
different ways according to scriptures. As already
discussed, there are eight kinds of representations of the
original form of the Lord. These representations can be
produced by the use of clay, stone, wood, paint, sand,
etc., depending upon the resources of the devotee.

Manomayam is a carving of the form of the Lord
within the mind. This is included as one of the eight
different carvings of the form of the Lord. It is not
imagination. Meditation on the actual form of the Lord
may be manifested in different manners, but one should
not conclude that one has to imagine a form. There are
two comparisons in this verse: first the Lord’s face is
compared to a lotus, and then His black hair is compared
to humming bees swarming around the lotus, and His
two eyes are compared to two fish swimming about. A
lotus flower on the water is very beautiful when sur-
rounded by humming bees and fish. The Lord’s face is
self-sufficient and complete. His beauty defies the natural
beauty of a lotus.

31 TAESFAR  FIAVTNE-
AT e |
frafeagufid RgemE
SRR g En a3

tasyavalokam adhikam krpayatighora-
tapa-trayopasamanaya nisrstam aksnoh

snigdha-smitanugunitam vipula-prasadari
dhyayec ciran vipula-bhavanaya guhayam

tasya—of the Personality of Godhead; avalokam—
glances; adhikam—frequent; krpaya—with compassion;
atighora—most fearful; tapa-traya—threefold agonies;
upasamandaya —soothing; nisystam—cast; aksnoh—ftrom
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His eyes; snigdha—Iloving; smita—smiles; anugunitam—
accompanied by; vipula—abundant; prasadam—full of
grace: dhyayet—he should contemplate; cirarm—for a long
time; vipula—full; bhavanaya—with devotion; guhayam—
in the heart.

The yogis should contemplate with full devotion the com-
passionate glances frequently cast by the Lord’s eyes, for
they soothe the most fearful threefold agonies of His devo-
tees. His glances, accompanied by loving smiles, are full of
abundant grace.

PURPORT: As long as one is in conditional life, in the
material body, it is natural that he will suffer from anxieties
and agonies. One cannot avoid the influence of material
energy, even when one is on the transcendental plane.
Sometimes disturbances come, but the agonies and anxie-
ties of the devotees are at once mitigated when they think
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His beautiful
form or the smiling face of the Lord. The Lord bestows
innumerable favors upon His devotee, and the greatest
manifestation of His grace is His smiling face, which is full
of compassion for His pure devotees.

32 REAAEehdE-
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hasam harer avanatakhila-loka-tivra-
sokasru-sagara-visosanam atyudaram

sammohandya racitam nija-mayayasya
bhri-mandalarm muni-krte makara-dhvajasya

hasam—the smile; hareh—of Lord Sri Hari; avanata—
bowed; akhila—all; loka—for persons; fivra-soka—caused
by intense grief; asru-sagara—the ocean of tears; viso-
sanam—drying up; ati-udaram-—most benevolent; sammno-
hanaya—for charming; racitam—manifested; nija-mayaya
—by His internal potency; asya—His; bhri-mandalam—
arched eyebrows; muni-krte—for the good of the sages;
makara-dhvajasya—of the sex-god.

A yogi should similarly meditate on the most benevolent

smile of Lord Sri Hari, a smile which, for all those who bow

to Him, dries away the ocean of tears caused by intense

grief. The yogi should also meditate on the Lord’s arched

eyebrows, which are manifested by His internal potency in

order to charm the sex-god for the good of the sages.
(continued in the next issue)



The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

FESTIVALS FOR SRILA PRABHUPADA'S APPEARANGE DAY

Devotees at ISKCON centers around the world held festi-
vals on September 5-6 for the one-hundredth anniversary
of Srila Prabhupada’s appearance. We mention only a few
of the festivals here.

(ﬁl(llttil People from Calcutta joined a thousand

international devotees to honor Srila Prabhu-

pada in his home town. Some 37,000 people in all at-
tended programs on two evenings. Children from fifty
schools attended a daytime event. The Prime Minister of
India, the Honor-
able H. D. Deve
Gowda, sent his
respects. He
wrote, “Swami
Prabhupada
spread the mes-
sage of self-
realization, and
our nation is
proud of his con-
tribution, which
enabled millions
of men and
women to realize
their spiritual a v .
potential.” Calcutta: Bathing the murti of Srila

The highlight  Prabhupada with 1,008 sacred waters.
of the festival: a
Vedic ceremony bathing the mirti (sculptured form) of
Srila Prabhupada with 1,008 sacred waters. The waters
were collected from holy places throughout India, Nepal,

Myanmar, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

m A flower-bedecked cart carried Prabhupada’s
mirti down Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg from

Mithibai College to the ISKCON temple in Juhu. The

three ISKCON temples in Mumbai joined in the festival.

Devotees in Bangalore cooked and
Bﬂnq&lﬂrﬂ offered nearly two thousand dishes for

Srila Prabhupada’s pleasure on his appearance day.
At the

Montreal [l

val here, devotees
noted that Srila
Prabhupada’s ap-
pearance one hun-
dred years ago
coincided with the
arrival of a book
by his predecessor
Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura at McGill
University, Mon-
treal. Dr. Arvind
Sharma, lecturer
and professor at
McGill, spoke about
Srila Prabhupada
and the early days
of ISKCON.
Devo-

Ecuador et

Ecuador held a
week-long festival in
Guayaquil. The fes-
tival began with the
installation of a life-
size marti of Srila
Prabhupada and
ended with a grand
parade down the
main street of the
city.

Ecuador’s Vyasa-piija procession.

To get much of our news Back to Godhead teams up with ISKCON World Review, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
For more detailed news, subscribe to ISKCON World Review (see page 62).
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WORLD NEWS

: Ten leading Christian scholars met
North Amerl(a with ten senior members of the Hare
Krsna movement in September for a conference on “The
Destiny of the Soul.” Reports from the three-day confer-
ence, held outside Boston, will be published in academic
journals.

An ISKCON chanting party from Atlanta began touring
the American south in November. The party plans to take
the chanting of Hare Krsna throughout the continental
USA. Interested in joining or supporting the party?
Contact Sudhanidhi Dasa at 1287 S. Ponce de Leon Ave.
N.E., Atlanta, GA 30306, USA; phone: (404) 378-9234.

Five thousand guests celebrated Janmastami, Lord
Krsna’s appearance day, at ISKCON Houston’s new
Gauranga Community Hall.

EUTOPQ Devotees in Hungary installed Radha-Krsna

Deities at New Vraja Dhama, their farm two
hours from Budapest, on Janmastami.

Devotees in Slovenia have been holding gatherings, called
Nama Hatta programs, in their homes since 1993. At first
there were three such meetings, one in each of three
towns. Now there are thirteen.

The state of Gujarat

declared a holiday
for ISKCON’s Rathayatra
festival in Vadodara (Baroda).
Government offices, schools,
and colleges closed. The edu-
cation minister, the mayor,
and other leading citizens of
Vadodara attended the cele-
bration. On the same day,
ISKCON also held a Ratha-
yatra festival in Surat.

Other Rathayatra festivals:
Indore in October and e | £

Kanpur in November. Vadodara Rathayatra
ISKCON’s new temple in New Delhi will open on April 2.

ISKCON’s new center in Ahmedabad is scheduled to
open the second week of April.

ISKCON’s new temple in Bangalore is scheduled to open

on April 4. Meanwhile. a quarter of a million people
celebrated Janmastami at the unfinished temple site.
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W Bangladesh

| Sydney, passed away in

| at her side. She is survived

AR :
The prime minister of India, the Honorable H. D.
Deve Gowda, expressed admiration for Srila
Prabhupada at a meeting with ISKCON leader
Stipada Gopala Krsna Goswami.

Devotees held Rathayatra in Dhaka in
July, for the first time in this predominantly
Muslim country. The parade went down Motijeel, one of
Dhaka’s largest streets.

Devotees

AUStraha handed out

six tons of prasadam
oranges to runners in
Sydney’s annual City to
Surf Fun Run.

Bhava Priya Dasi, who
coordinated festivals for
ISKCON’s center in

Mayapur, India, in July.
Family and friends chanted

by her son, daughter, and

husband, all devotees.

A[Ti(ﬂ Deities of Sri Krsna-Balarama were installed in

- Gabrone, Bulswanfl, in October. ISKCON leaders
Sripada Giriraja Swami and Sripada Krsnadasa Swami

Runners in Sydney get a boost
with prasadam oranges.



EVERY TOWN &VILLAGE

presided at the ceremonies. Sri Haridasa Adhikari,
president of ISKCON’s center in Coventry, England,
served as the priest for the installation.

ISKCON Durban, South Africa, celebrated its annual
Rathayatra festival on December 25 through 31.
Trinidad’s largest-ever Rathayatra

Th? (ﬁrlbb(‘dﬂ festival wound its way through streets

of Saturday-morning shoppers in the busy town of Sangre
Grande. Member of Parliament Harry Partap addressed
the audience at the end of the parade.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra India

ISKCON’S original Padayatra party is still on the road,
heading down the east coast. The party left Jagannatha
Puri in July and entered Andhra Pradesh in November.

Padayatra in Denver

Padayatra North America

Last year the devotees of the North American walking
festival, with their new ox, named Padayatra, walked
through twelve cities: Dallas, Denver, Fresno, Houston,
Atlanta, Tallahassee, Las Vegas, New Orleans, San
Diego, Los Angeles, Oklahoma City, and Washington,
@

Padayatra England

In response to the media reports on mad-cow disease, the
British Padayatra promoted cow protection. The devo-
tees and their oxen appeared on eight TV shows and in
fifty-two newspapers.

Padayatra Europe
Eighty devotees took part last summer in the Centennial
Padayatra in Spain. The devotees and their oxen walked

two and a half
weeks from
the ISKCON
farm near
Brihuega to
the Ratha-
yatra festival
in Madrid. In
some cities
bull fights
were taking
place, so the
devotees
made a point
of showing off their protected oxen and explaining the
Vedic alternative to cow killing.

FREAI s

The British Padayatra promotes cow
protection.

Padayatra Caribbean

Devotees from Trinidad went on an eight-day Padayatra
in July across the Caribbean. They walked, chanted, and
passed out books and prasadam in Guyana, Grenada,
Suriname, St. Vincent, and St. Lucia.

Padayatra in Suriname
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PPROACHING S from the
west through the mountains, we
first drove through the suburbs
of the city. As in many of the villag
we’d been through in Bosnia, every
building still standing bore the mdrkx
of war. As we drc J
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here. Fifty thousand people had
died. and because for years the city had
been surrounded by enemy forces, the
local people had been obliged to bury
their dead within the city. There were
graves in every availa
parks and gardens had

B ittle patche

ved as cemeteries

for two or thre

! FEBRUARY 1997

odies. On a corner

[ near a traffic light, a
or a Muslim tombstone might mark a
single grave.
Eventually we arrived at the small
I%I\ ON te.mple, in the Muslim sector

tion around us. As I g(}t (_)ut of the car,




Hell

by Indradyumna Swami

A visit to the Hare Krsna devotees in Sarajevo
in the aftermath of the Bosnian war.

The Sarajevo skyline (far left) seems
untouched by the war, but when traveling
through the city one sees damage everywhere.
Above, Indradyumna Swami (center,
smiling) with his traveling party and the
devotees of the Sarajevo temple. At left, the
two members of the temple who stayed
throughout the war: Jahnukanyaka Devi
Dasi (left) and Hamsahina Devi Dasi.

I saw that the temple had been riddled
by bullets and shrapnel.

I knew some of the history of the
Sarajevo temple; I had asked devotees
in Croatia what the devotees in Bosnia
had been through. So as we entered
the temple I asked in particular about
Jahnukanyaka Devi Dasi and Hamsa-
hina Devi Dasi, two women who had
lived in the temple alone through the

most intense period of the war, from
April 1992 to July 1994.

When Bosnia declared indepen-
dence from the Yugoslavian Federa-
tion in April 1992, the Serbian army
surrounded the city. Like all the citi-
zens, Jahnukanyaka and Hamsahina
were trapped and couldn’t leave.
Throughout the war most people stayed
indoors to shield themselves from mor-

tar attacks. But Jahnukanyaka and
Hamsahina ventured outside daily to
distribute books and prasadam door to
door or to the few souls who braved
mortar and sniper fire on the street.
The small temple became a shelter
for Bosnian refugees from the hills,
driven out of their homes by the ad-
vancing army. To live on the streets
meant death, so all over the city people
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The house
next to the
Hare Krsna
temple,
bombed a
few days into
the war.

with homes or apartments gave shelter
to others less fortunate. One day early
in the war several families came to the
temple and asked for shelter. Jahnu-
kanyaka and Hamsahina couldn’t re-
fuse them, so fifteen guests lived in the
temple throughout the war. The guests
rose early so that Jahnukanyaka,
Hamsahina and a few congregational
devotees could have their morning de-
votional program. The guests also ate
prasadam daily with the devotees.

Getting food and water was difficult
during the war. All gas, water, and elec-
tricity were cut off by the Serbs. Each
day Jahnukanyaka or Hamsahina
would risk walking to different areas
of the city where water might be avail-
able from a spring or an open pipe.
They spent much of the day fetching
water or getting food.

While others lived soiled and dirty
throughout the war, Jahnukanyaka and
Harhsahina always bathed daily, wore
fresh clean saris, and kept the temple
spotlessly clean. One man told them
that in contrast to most people in war-
time Sarajevo, they looked like angels
living in hell.

During the war, many people in
Sarajevo practically starved. But by
Krsna’s mercy Jahnukanyaka and
Harmsahina had no shortage of food.

Early in the war they had been begging
door to door for foodstuffs when they
heard that city officials were meeting
with relief organizations to ration out
foodsupplies from the United Nations.
| Jahnukanyaka and Hamsahina went
| to the meeting and made a plea: they
- were Hare Krsna devotees and wanted
to distribute food. Because big organi-
zations such as the Red Cross and the
Red Crescent were at the meeting, the
devotees had little chance of getting

| any support. City officials sent them

home with nothing.

But the next day one of the organiz-
ers of the meeting came to the tem-
ple to say he had arranged one ton of
food for the devotees’ program—but
the devotees would have to pick it up

| themselves and get it to the temple.
Jahnukanyaka wondered how the two
of them could accomplish such a task;
they had no vehicle, and there was no
public transportation.

The next day she visited the local
Bosnian army base. Somehow she got
to see the commanding general and
convinced him to give a driver and a
large truck to ferry the food from the
UN depot to the ISKCON temple on
the other side of the city. Within an
hour the truck picked up the supplies

and drove them to the temple, where
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The war claimed
so many lives that
ceme S are
found throughout
the ci

emple b
), a deve 10 a
distribution. Left, the
sna temple.
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neighbors spent the day loading the
supplies into the temple attic. Mostly
dry goods, the supply lasted almost the
entire the war.

To help make supplies last, Jahnu-
kanyaka and Harhsahina ate sparingly
themselves. They would bake cookies
or bread every day, and after offering
the food to Krsna they would go out to
schools, hospitals, and refugee centers
todistribute the prasadam. They would
even go to Bosnian army positions on
the front lines of the war, some three
hundred meters outside the city.
Bosnian soldiers would be amazed to

see two women in saris approaching |

them in their foxholes with cakes and
cookies. The soldiers would sometimes
have to pull the two women down to
get them out of the way of a hail of
enemy bullets.

Within the first few months of the
war, all the trees of the city had been
cut down for fuel, leaving only stumps.
To heat the temple, Jahnukanyaka and
Harmsahina would go out at night and
chop away at the stumps for wood.

They also distributed Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books. Just before the war had
begun, a large supply of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books had arrived in Sarajevo.
They had been meant for all the Hare
Krsna temples in Yugoslavia, but be-
cause the fighting started soon after the
books arrived, the books were stuck in
Sarajevo.

The house in which the books were

stored was taken over by people un-
friendly to the devotees. So when
Jahnukanyaka visited the house to see
the condition of the books, she found
the people in the house using them for
fuel. When she pleaded with the people
not to do that, they drove her away at
gunpoint. That same day, she went
back to the army base and begged the
general’s help in rescuing Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books. Once again he submitted
to her purity and determination and
sentsoldiers and vehicles. Within hours
the books were safely in the temple
compound.

Jahnukanyaka and Hamsahina
would go out daily to distribute books,
often at great risk to their lives. Snipers
had taken up key positions around the
city, and women and children were tar-
gets. While moving about the city,
Jahnukanyaka and Hamsahina some-
times had tostep over bloodied corpses.
But they went on distributing Srila
Prabhupada’s books throughout the
entire war.

Many times, soldiers threatened
their lives. One time the leader of a
rebel faction of Bosnian Muslim sol-
diers had Jahnukanyaka kidnapped
and brought to his headquarters. Be-
cause she had been seen near the
Serbian part of the city (she had been
distributing prasadam there), they
thought she was a Serbian spy. While
interrogating her, the rebel leader swore
he’d kill her. Fearless, she told him that

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Rama. Hare Rama
Kama Kama,

Hare Hare

Hare Hare
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she was a devotee of Lord Krsna and
that Krsna would protect her. Besides
that, she said, she and Hamsahina were
distributing food daily to their Muslim
neighbors. The local Muslims knew
this and loved them for it. If he killed
her, they would be angry with him. He
hesitated and then let her go, but he
vowed that one day he would kill her.

Jahnukanyaka and Hamsahina
passed up rare opportunities to flee the
city, because they had found that the
war made people more receptive to
Krsnaconsciousness. The devoteeshad
their service to their spiritual master,
and they were there to stay.

During the entire war they kept the
temple open, ministered to a growing
congregation, and distributed books
and prasadam. At the time they were
both uninitiated devotees. Only after
the war was over and they were able to
travel freely to Croatia did they finally
receive spiritual initiation.

So you can understand my eager-
ness to meet these two saintly devotees
upon my arrival. But as I was being
escorted to my room, the devotees told
me I'd have to wait a few hours more:
Jahnukanyaka and Hamsahina were
out on the streets of Sarajevo, distrib-
uting Srila Prabhupada’s books. @

Indradyumna Swami spreads Krsna
consciousness in Poland, the Common-
wealth of Independent States, and other
parts of the world.




THE VEDIC OBSERVER

Transcendental Commentary on the Issues of the Day

NEWS FLASH: INTELLIGENT LIFE
DISCOVERED ON EARTH!

by Kalakantha Dasa

Historical Developments Millions of people starve to death
since 1960.

2nd Century—Ptolemy declares

Earth and humanity the center of the | Martian rock found in Antarctica

universe. shows possible traces of life. Scien-
tists and theologians issue profound

1600—Galileo uses telescope to comments. U.S. President hails Rock

demonstrate that Earth circles sun. as historical discovery, receives

Authorities threaten to burn him at election-year boost in polls. Scientists

stake. Galileo rescinds declaration. say life may still exist on Mars. Public
thinks favorably of additional billions

1957—Soviet Union launches for research.

Sputnik 1, starting the space race. ;
Srila Prabhupada’s books say that

1966—His Divine Grace A. C. souls are eternal, indestructible,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada living everywhere. His books chal-
arrives in New York City with trans- | lenge scientists to do something

lations of Vedic scriptures, launching | practical.
the Hare Krsna movement.
Answering skepticism about Mars
1968—Scientists announce first rocks | Tock, scientists point out that life
returned from moon. exists everywhere on Earth, even in
extremes of heat and cold.
1968—Scientists say moon rocks

strikingly similar to earth rocks, Millions of people at or near star-
propose that earth and moon were vation. Rich nations, unconcerned,
once joined. Additional billions feed surplus grain to cattle for
approved for further research. slaughter.

1969—Srila Prabhupada scoffs at Surveys show that most people still
so-called moon rocks, challenges consider themselves the center of the
scientists to do something practical. universe.

Devoid of Mars rocks and beef, Hare

Recent Developments, 1996 Krsna movement feeds Krsna-
prasadam to tens of thousands daily,

Billions spent on space exploration | continues to attract a modest

since 1960, | following.

Illustrations by Kesisudana Dasa






Lord Krsna
[s Above All Others

The heart of the idea that “all the gods are one”
is impersonalism, not what Krsna teaches.

In 1995, Back to Godhead published a | one and the same God.

series of articles on the demigods. Last
year, in our January/February issue, we
printed an objection to those articles,
along with our reply, under the title “Is
Back to Godhead an Offender?” We
publish here aletter received in response
to that article, and our reply.

HIS LETTER IS in response to

your article “Is Back to Godhead

an Offender?” As ayoung Hindu
living in Britain, where the media
consistently portrays the religion as
fanatical, it is upsetting when it seems
that Hindu sects, such as ISKCON,
for whom I have great regard and re-
spect, do propound such rigid views
which are in direct opposition to the

universal tolerance of Sanatana- _

dharma. When these intolerant views
are propagated within the body of this
eternal faith, it is even more distressing
and worrying.

I myself am a Krsna bhakta, and
believe that Krsna is the Supreme
Godhead who takes on different mani-
festations, is called by different names,
but is essentially the one, true Brah-
man. However, | also truly believe that
those devotees who call Him Allah,
Jesus, Jehovah, etc., and certainly those
who call Him Siva or Brahma worship

Thus, in quoting Gita 9.23:

ve 'py anya-devata-bhakta
vajante Sraddhayanvitah

te ‘pi mam eva kaunteya
vajanty avidhi-parvakam

in support of your argument, I believe
you are grossly misinterpreting what
the Lord says here. (I hasten to stress
that I myself am in my third year of a

Sanskrit degree, and so am not talking |

without foundation.) I give here an-
other translation of the verse:

“Kaunteya, even those devotees
who,endowed with faith, worship other
gods (with some interested motive),
worship Me alone, though with a mis-
taken approach.”

Now, I, upon reading this, came to
an entirely different conclusion to
yours. To me, when Krsna says the
approach is mistaken, He means it is
wrong to consider your chosen deity as
the only Supreme and the others as
inferior; i.e., if the devotee worships
Siva and does not accept Krsna as one
and the same (when they are one in
reality) then they are mistaken. I dis-
agree vehemently with, for example,
those Christians who believe “Jesus is
the Son of God and the only Way and

worshippers of other faiths are misled,
ignorant, and damned.” God is one
and He is not so petty, as you seem to
imply, that if you called Him Siva,
with full faith and devotion (while at
the same time accepting that others
call him Krsna, etc.) He would be
displeased. Indeed, in the Ramcarita-
manas, Rama says:

sivapada kamala jinihin rati nahin
ramahi te sapanehun na sohahin

“(He who) has no devotion for the
lotus feet of Lord Siva, even in his
dreams will not be tolerated by Lord
Rama.”

When Krsna talks of “ME” He is
speaking of the Supreme Conscious-
ness, not limited by name or form.
Krsna even states in the Gita, not that
Siva is inferior but in fact rudranam

| .s‘ari!gm‘as’ casmi—Of all the Rudras, |

am Siva.”

What sets Sanatana-dharma apart
from other world religions is that it
truly believes that they are all equal.
The Vedas, whilst referring to 300 mil-
lion Gods, are inferring the infinitude
of the Divine and his forms, not that
they really are separate, individual
devas. The same Veda states, ekam sat
viprah bahuda vadanti: “Truth is One,
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but learned men express it in different
ways.”

Secondly, it is mistaken (not wrong,
which is too strong a word) to worship

deities such as Laksmi only in their

limited forms (in the latter case as the
Bestower of Wealth), thinking that that
is the ultimate reality/true spirituality.
That devotee, looking at God in a lim-
ited form, will only experience God in
a limited way, e.g. as wealth and pros-
perity,and not attain oneness with Him:

Yo yo yam yam tanum bhaktah
Sraddhayarcitum icchati

tasya tasydacalam sraddhdri
tam eva vidadhamy aham

“Whatever celestial form a devotee
(craving for some worldly object)
chooses to worship with reverence, |
stabilise the faith of that particular
devotee in that very form.”

But that must be the individual’s
choice, and I believe it is a much graver
sin to proclaim him a sinner or of-
fender.

If I may recount one of my favourite
stories. Tulsi Dasji, that great bhakta of
Sri Rama (who you accept, as an incar-
nation of Visnu, to be equal to Krsna)
did not consider Kanha [Krsna] to be
of equal prominence to his Rama. He
refused even to enter a temple where
the idol worshipped was other than
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Raghava [Rama]. But one day, for one
reason or another, he was forced to
enter a temple dedicated to Madhava
[Krsna]. Lo and behold, what did he
see? When he turned his eyes to the
mirti [Deity| he saw Rama! And thus
he understood. “Lord, I perceive you
in my narrow fashion as Rama, but you
are beyond form, beyond such limita-
tions. You are Rama, You are Krsna,
You are giva, You are All!™

My preferred form of Brahman is
Krsna. When I buy pictures, I consis-
tently discard representations of other

| deities and always choose those that

are of my Kanhaiya (as some ISKCON
devotee who came to Cambridge wit-
nessed!). When I sing, I sing of Rama
and Krsna; when I pray, I pray to Krsna.
I believe it is very conducive for imper-
fecthuman beings to have anista devata
[chosen deity], whom they see as the
Supreme Godhead. But BRAHMAN
is not imperfect; Sandtana-dharma
must not, cannot be anything but all-
encompassing. The various Puranas are
written from the point of view of the
devotee, but simply because they are
not all-encompassing, not universal in
outlook, this does not mean that
Sanatana-dharma is not. And this is
why Krsna also states categorically in
the Gira:

ve yatha mam prapadyante
tams tathaiva bhajamy aham

mama vartmanuvartante
manusyah partha sarvasah

“O Partha, howsoever men seek Me,
evensodo I approach them, for allmen
follow My path in every way.”

Yours sincerely,

Aarti Sethia

President, Cambridge University

Hindu Society
Cambridge, UK

| OUR REPLY: Thank you for your kind

words of respect for ISKCON. And
I'm glad to know that you have chosen

| Krsna as the deity you most prefer.

Sanatana-dharma is indeed all-
encompassing, for it offers every hu-
man being an opportunity to make
further progress and at last attain
perfection.

Yet among the followers of
Sanatana-dharma there are two



The contrast is not between the inflexibly rigid
and the universally tolerant, but rather between
the impersonalists and the personalists.

schools, with contrasting views. The
contrast is not between the inflexibly
rigid and the universally tolerant, but
rather between the impersonalists and
the personalists.

Both schools accept that the Su-
preme has both a personal and an im-
personal aspect. The question to be
settled is how best to regard these two
different aspects of the Supreme.

The impersonalists agree to the
worship of any god because in their
view these gods are but steppingstones
to a higher reality—the impersonal
Absolute, or impersonal Brahman.
According to this view, only the im-
personal Absolute is real, and all else
—even the gods themselves—must
ultimately be seen asillusory and there-
fore given up. According to this view,
one may worship Lord Krsna (or any
other god), but ultimately one must
understand that Krsna (as well as all
the other gods) merely represents a
higher, impersonal reality; ultimately,
the personal identity of Krsna is but an
illusion.

The personalists, on the other hand,
regard realization of the impersonal

Absolute as but a partial, incomplete |

understanding of the Personality of
Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna. According
to this view, one must go still further,
beyond the impersonal Absolute, to
recognize the eternal nature of Lord
Krsna’s name, form, qualities, pastimes,
and other transcendental personal
features.

This difference of opinion between
the personalist and impersonalist
schools can bestbesettled by reference
to Bhagavad-giia.

In the Bhagavad-gita (14.27) you
will find that the impersonal Absolute
rests upon the Personality of Godhead.
According to the Gita, brahmano hi

e e 0

pratisthaham: 1t is Lord St Krsna, the
Personality of Godhead, who is the
basis of the impersonal Absolute.

The impersonalists say that the Per-
sonality of Godhead is but the form-
less Absolute represented in a form of
material nature (prakrti). But in the
Bhagavad-gita (9.10) Lord Krsna in-
structs us that, on the contrary, He is
the controller, the supervisor, of the
material nature.

To emphasize the factual superi-
ority of the Personality of Godhead,
Lord Krsna says in the Gita (9.11),
“Fools deride Me when I descend in
the human form. They donot know My
transcendental nature [param bhavam]
as the Supreme Lord of all that be.”

The impersonalists insist that the
parari bhavam, or supreme nature, of
the Lord is higher than the Lord Him-
self. That supreme nature, they say, is
the unmanifest, impersonal Absolute,
which manifests itself as Lord Krsna.

But elsewhere in the Gita (7.24)
we find:

avyaktam vyaktim apannam
manyante mam abuddhayah

param bhavam ajananto
mamavyayam anuttamarn

According to this verse, those who
subscribe to such an impersonalist view
do not know the Lord’s pararm bhavam
(param bhavam ajananto). The Lord
says that only those still lacking in in-
tellectual development (abuddhayah)
think that His manifest feature as the
Personality of Godheadis derived from
an unmanifest, impersonal feature of
the Absolute.

After many, many births of pro-
gress in cultivating knowledge, when
one reaches perfection, one surren-
ders to the Personality of Godhead

(Vasudeva). Vasudevah sarvam iti:
that Personality of Godhead is every-
thing. It is He who is universal and all-
encompassing, and all else—including
the Vedic pantheon of gods and the
impersonal Absolute—is but a partial
manifestation of Him.

Now, let uslook at some other points
raised by your letter.

Quoting Gita 9.23, you offer your
own translation and interpretation of
the verse. You translate it this way:

“Kaunteya, even those devotees
who,endowed with faith, worship other
gods (with some interested motive),
worship Me alone, though with a
mistaken approach.”

From this you argue that the prob-
lem with these devotees is not that
they’re approaching other godsbut that
they’re doing it “with some interested
motive.”

As a third-year Sanskrit student,
however, you've been properly scru-
pulous about putting that phrase “with
some interested motive™ in parenthe-
ses, thereby indicating, quite rightly,
that it doesn’t appear in the text.

So what you’ve done, really, is to
parenthetically insert your own com-
ment into the verse, and then argue
from your comment as though it were
evidence from the Gitd.

Ms. Sethia, please—yousimply can’t
do that.

Drop the parenthetical intrusion,
and your rendering of the verse is fine:
“Even devotees who, endowed with
faith, worship other gods worship Me
alone [Lord Sri Krsna], though with a
mistaken approach.”

Whether we prefer to say that wor-
shiping other gods is “mistaken,” “ir-
regular,” “wrong,” or whatever, it boils
down to pretty much the same thing:
itisn’t right. What’s right is to abandon
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When Krsna speaks of Himself by saying
“Me,” we need not impose our own interpretation
by saying that Krsna is speaking of
an impersonal “Supreme Consciousness.”

all other approaches and surrender to
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna (sarva-dharman parityajyamant
ekam saranam vraja).

Yousuggest thatit’s wrongtoregard
Krsna as “the only Supreme” and
others as inferior. But the very mean-
ingof Supreme is “highest,” “ultimate,”
“above all others.”

Thus we find in Bhagavad-gita 11.43
that Arjuna says to Lord Krsna, na
tvat-samo sty abhyadhikah kuto 'nyo:
“No one is equal to You, so how could
anyone be greater?” The same con-
clusion is confirmed in the Svetds-
vatara Upanisad 6.8 (na tat-samas
cabhyadhikas ca drsyate).

Lord Siva and other gods are ex-
alted servants of the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, and therefore it is
proper that one have great respect and
devotion toward them also. But still
one should understand their true
exaltedness as servants of the Supreme
Lord, not as independent Lords them-
selves.

From Chapter Ten of Bhagavad-
gita (10.23) you quote Lord Krsna’s
statement rudranam Sankaras casmi:
“Of all the Rudras, I am Siva.” This is
fine, but not as evidence that Lord Siva
is equal to the Personality of Godhead.

In the same chapter, Lord Krsna
says that among beasts He is the lion
(10.30), among fishes He is the shark
(10.31), among seasons He is spring
(10.35),and among cheaters He is gam-
bling (10.36). The point is not that the
lion is God, the shark is God, spring is
God, or—least of all—that gambling
is God. The point is that each of these,
in its category, is superlative and by
thinking of what is superlative one
can ultimately come to think of the
Supreme Lord, Krsna, the Personality
of Godhead.

The entire chapter, in fact, is meant

to help usunderstand thatall opulences
flow from the ultimate source of every-
thing, Lord Krsna. This is clear from
the final verses. There Lord Krsnasays
(10.40), “Know that all beautiful, glori-
ous, and mighty creations spring from
| but a spark of My splendor.” And fi-
nally (10.41): “But what need is there,
Arjuna, forallthisdetailed knowledge?
With a single fragment of Myself I per-
vade and support this entire universe.”

By the way, in the beginning of the
chapter (10.2) Lord Krsna has explic-
itly stated that none of the gods or
sages can know His opulence, because
He is the origin of all the gods and
sages.

That Krsna is not limited by name
or form is also a fact, because Krsna’s
name and form are identical with Krsna
Himself and therefore have unlimited
potency. Sowhen Krsna speaks of Him-
self by saying “Me,” we need not im-
pose our own interpretation by saying
that Krsna is speaking of an imper-
sonal “Supreme Consciousness.” To
rightly understand Bhagavad-gita, bet-
ter to accept Bhagavad-gita as it is.

what He says. “Me” means the person
speaking, who here is Lord Sri Krsna,
mentioned throughout Bhagavad-gita
as “sri bhagavan,” the Personality of
Godhead.

What sets Sanatana-dharma apart
is not that it would have us believe that
all gods are equal, but rather that it
explains the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in detail, with all His diverse
opulences and potencies, as mentioned
in the Svetasvatara Upanisad (parasya
saktir vividhaiva sriiyate). In this way,
with broad, deep understanding, one
can realize the all-encompassing pres-
ence of Lord Krsna, the Personality
| of Godhead, and avoid the fanaticism
sometimes seen among the narrow-
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minded and less well informed.

That learned men express the truth
in many different ways does not mean
that everything is the truth. Otherwise,
whatwould be the need oflearned men
or Vedic scriptures?

Rather, in various ways all the
Vedic scriptures glorify the Person-
ality of Godhead. Therefore Sripada
Madhvacarya has quoted:

vede ramayane caiva
purane bharate tatha

adav ante ca madhye ca
harih sarvatra giyate

“From the very beginning [adau] to the
end [ante cal, as well as within the
middle [madhye ca], all the Vedic lit-
erature, including the Ramayana,
Puranas, and Mahabharata, glorifies
Hari [Lord Krsna], the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead.”

Youmention Bhagavad-gita7.21 (yo
yo yam yar tanum bhaktah),and again
the meaning of the verse is clear:

“Whatever celestial form a devotee
[craving for some worldly object]
chooses to worship with reverence, I
[Lord Krsna] stabilize the faith of that
particular devotee in that very form.”

So even if for worldly gain one
chooses to devote oneself to one of the
330 million subordinate gods, one can
do so only by the grace of the Supreme
God, Lord Krsna. On the other hand,
when one recognizes Lord Krsna to be
the ultimate source of everything and
therefore surrenders to Him in love
and devotional service,itis Krsna Him-
self who gives one the power to do so
and thus attain Him (dadami buddhi-
yogari tar yena mam upayanti te).

That the separate, individual devas
merely serve as symbols of the Divine,
that they don’t really exist, and that

(please turn to page 59)
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Fresno, California — Govinda's, 2373 E. Shaw, 33710/ Tel. (209) 225-1230
Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (352) 376-9012

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
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Fax: +49 (030) 6518 9112
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Y Albettone — Via Roma No. 9, 36020 Albettone (V1)
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Asti — Roatto, Frazione Valle Reale 20/ Tel. +39 (0141) 938406

Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG)/
Tel. +39 (035) 4940706

Bologna — Via Ramo Barchetta 2, 40010 Bentivoglio (BO)/ Tel. +39 (051) 863924

Catania — Via San MNicolo al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. +39 (095) 522-252

Naples — Via Vesuvio, N33, Ercolano LNAT/ Tel. +39 (081) 739-0398

Rome — Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo)/ Tel. +39 (0761) 527038

Vicenza — Via Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (Vicenza)/ Tel. +39 (0444) 790573 or 790566/
Fax: +39 (0444) 790581
FARM COMMUNITY

Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano, Val di Pesa (Fl) 5002/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054/ Fax: +39 {055) 828-470
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417

POLAND

Augustow — ul Arnikowa 5, 16-300 Augustow/ Tel. & fax +48 (118) 46147

Bedzin — ul. Promyka 31, 42-500 Bedzin

Gdansk — ul. Cedrowa 5, Gdansk 80-125 (mail: MTSK 80-958 Gdansk 50 skr. poczt. 364)/
Tel, & fax; +48 (58) 329665/ E-mail: gdansk@com.bbt.se

Krakow — ul. Podedworze 23a, 30-686 Krakow, Tel. +48 (12) 588283/ Fax: +48 (012) 588 283/
E-mail: kmd@bci krakow.pl

Lublin — ul Bursztynowa 12/52 (mail: Hare Kryszna, 20-001 Lublin 1, P.0. Box 196)/
Tel. +48 (81) 560685

Walbrzych — ul Schmidta 1/5, 58-300 Walbrzych/ Tel. +48 (74) 23185

Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno (mail: MTSK 02-770
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257) / Tel. & fax: +48 (22) 756-2711

Wroclaw — ul. Bierutowska 23, 51-317 Wroclaw (mail: MTSK 50-900 Wroclaw, P.0. Box 858)/
Tel. & fax: +48 (71) 250-981
FARM COMMUNITY

New Santipura — Czarnow 21, k. Kamiennej gory, woj. Jelenia gora/ Tel. +48 8745-1892

SPAIN

Barcelona — c/de L'Oblit 67, 08026 Barcelona/ Tel. +34 (93) 347-9833

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096

Malaga — Ctra. Alora, 3 int., 29140 Churriana/ Tel. +34 (952) 621038

Santa Cruz de Tenerife — C/ Castillo, 44, 4°, Santa Cruz 38003, Tenerife/ Tel. +34 (922) 241035
FARM COMMUNITY

New Vraja Mandala — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (911) 280018
RESTAURANT

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona

SWEDEN

Gothenburg — Hojdgatan 22, 431 36 Moelndall Tel. +46 (031) 879648/ Fax: +46 (031) 879657
Griidinge — Korsnis Gard, 14792 Grodinge/ Tel. +46 (8530) 20151/ Fax: +46 (08530) 25062
Karlstad — Vastra torgg. 16, 65224 Karlstad/ Tel. +46 (054) 152000/ Fax: +46 (054) 152001/

E-mail: iskcon. karlstad@com.bbt.se
Lund — Bredgatan 28 ipg, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 120413/ Fax: +46 (046) 188804
Malmé — Foreningsgatan 28, 21152 Malmd/ Tel. +46 (040) 6116497; restaurant: 6116496
Stockhalm — Fridhemsoatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 6548 002/ Fax: +46 (08) 6508 813
Uppsala — Nannaskolan sal F 3, Kungsgatan 22 (mail: Box 833, 751 08, Uppsala)/

Tel, +46 (018) 102924 or 509956

FARM COMMUNITY
Jiirna — Almviks Gard, 153 95 Jarna/ Tel. +46 (8551) 52050/ Fax: +46 (08551) 52006/

E-mail: almviks.gard@com.bbt.se

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Giithenburg — Govinda's, Storgatan 20,5-411 38 Géthenburg / Tel. +46 (031) 139698
Malmd — Higher Taste, Amiralsgatan 6, S-211 55 Malma/ Tel. +46 (040) 970600
Umea — Govinda's, Pilg. 28, 90331 Umea/ Tel. +46 (090) 178875/

E-mail: yogindra.achsp@com.bbt.se

SWITZERLAND
Basel — Hammerstrasse 11, 4058 Basel/ Tel. +41 (061) 693 26 38/ Fax: +41 (061) 302 19 29/
E-mail: mahatseva.hks@com.bbt.se
Lugano — Via ai Grotti, 6862 Rancate (TI)/ Tel. +41 (091) 646 66 16/ Fax: +41 (091) 646 66 23/
E-mail: bhaktya.labhya.hks@com.bbt.se
Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (1) 262-33-88/ Fax: +41 (01) 262 3114/
E-mail: syamananda sns@com.hbt.se
LZiirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (1) 251-88-59
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Bern — Marktgasse 7, 3011 Bern/ Tel. +41 (031) 312 38 25

OTHER COUNTRIES
Aarhus, Denmark — Radio Krishna's Bogeafe, Thorvaldsensgade 32, 8000 Aarhus G/
Tel. +45 86 76 15 45
Amsterdam, The Netherlands — Van Hilligaeristraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam/
Tel. +31 (020) 6751404/ Fax: +31 (020) 6751405
Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000 Antwerpen/ Tel, +32 (03) 237-0037
Athens, Greece — Methymnis 18, Kipseli, 11257 Athens/ Tel. +30 (01) 8658384/
E-mail: athens@com.bbt.se

# Temples with restaurants ar dining.

% Newlisting. e Revised listing.

Belgrade, Serbia — \WZ-Veda, Custendilska 17, 11000 Beograd/ Tel. +381 (11) 781-695
Budapest, Hungary — Hare Krishna Temple, Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 11/
Tel. & fax: +36 (01) 1768774/ E-mail: budapest@com.bbt.se
Copenhagen, Denmark — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 4228 6446/ Fax: +45 4228 7331
Debrecen, Hungary — L. Hegyi Mihalyne, UB2, Debrecen 4030/ Tel. +36 (052) 342-496
Helsinki, Finland — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (IIl krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 6349879/
Fax: +358 (0) 6949837
lasi, Romania — Stradzla Moara De Vint 72, 6600 lasi
Kaunas, Lithuania — Savanoryu 37, Kaunas/ Tel. +370 (07) 222574/ Fax: +370 (07) 209016/
E-mail: vladas.bagdonavicius@org.ktu it

Y Lishon, Portugal — Rua Bernado Lima 35, 2° sala D 1150 Lisboa Tel. & fax: +351 {01) 354-0855

Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 61000 Ljubljana/ Tel. +386 (061) 131-23-19/
Fax: +386 (061) 131 1225/ E-mail: uddharta.hks@com.hbt.se
Oslo, Norway — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274 Oslof Tel. +47 (022) 552243/ Fax: +47 (022) 558172
Paris, France — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel, +33 (01) 43043263
Plovdiv, Bulgaria — ul. Prosveta 56, Kv. Proslav, Plovdiv 4015/ Tel. +359 (032) 446962
Porto, Portugal — Rua de 5. Miguel 19, 4050 (mail: Apartado 4108, 4002 Porto Codex)/
Tel. +351 (02) 2005469
Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +42 (02) 3021282 or 3021608/
Fax: +42 (02) 3021628
Pula, Croatia — Vinkuran centar 58, 52000 Pula (mail: P.0. Box 16)/ Tel. & fax: +385 (052) 573581
Riga, Latvia— 56 Krishyana Barona, LV 1011/ Tel. +371 (02) 272490/ Fax: +371 (02) 225039/
E-mail: varis@com latnet v
Rijeka, Croatia — Sv. Jurja 32, 51000 Rijeka (mail: P.0. Box 61)/ Tel, +385 (051) 255 244/
Fax: +385 (051) 255 245/ E-mail: navadvipa.hks@com.bbt.se
Rotterdam, The Netherlands — Braamberg 45, 2905 BK Capelle a/d Yssel./ Tel. +31 (010) 4580873
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — Saburina 11, 71000 Sarajevo/ Tel. +381 (071) 531-154
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy/
Tel. +32 (086) 322926/ Fax: +32 (086) 322929
Skopje, Macedonia — Vvz. "ISKCON,” Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000 Skopje/ Tel. +389 (091) 201451
Sofia, Bulgaria — Villa 3, Vilna Zona-Iztok, Simeonovo, Sofia 1434/ Tel. +359 (02) 6352608
Split, Croatia — Cesta Mutogras 26, 21312 Podstrana, Split (mail: P.0. jBox 290, 21001 Split)/
Tel. +385 (021) 651137
Tallinn, Estonia — ul Linnamae Tee 11-97/ Tel, +372 (0142) 597569
Timisoara, Romania — ISKCON, Porumbescu 92, 1900 Timisoara/ Tel. +40 (961) 54776
Vienna, Austria — Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna/ Tel. & fax:. +43 (01) 455830
Vilnius, Lithuania — Raugyklos G. 23-1, 2024 Vilnius/ Tel. +370 (0122) 66-12-18/
Fax: +870 (0122) 235218/ E-mail: vilnius@com.bbt.se
Zagreh, Croatia — Bizek 5, 10000 Zagreb (mail: P.0. Box 68, 10001 Zagreb)/
Tel. & fax: +385 (01) 190548
FARM COMMUNITIES
Czech Republic — Krsnuy Dvur c. 1, 257 28 Chotysany
France (Bhaktivedanta Village }— Chateau Bellevug, F-33700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (084) 726235
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Qublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/
Tel. +33 (054) 402481
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade B2/ Tel. +45 33337444
0Oslo, Norway — Krishna's Guising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslof Tel. +47 22606250
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Soukenicka 27, 110 00 Prague-1/
Tel. +42 (02) 2481-6631, 2481-6016
Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Na hrazi 5, 180 00 Prague 8-Liben/ Tel. +42 (02) 683-7226
Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel, +43 (01) 5222817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES
RUSSIA

Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-67-11/
Fax; +7 (095) 945 3382

Moscow — Nekrasovsky pos., Dmitrovsky reg., 141760 Moscow/ Tel. +7 (095) 979-8268

Nijni Novgorod — ul. Ivana Mochalova, 7-69, 603904 Nijni Novgarod! Tel. +7 (8312) 252592

Novosibirsk — ul. Leningradskaya 111-20, Novosibirsk/ E-mail: 322jsr@ccmath.nsu.ru

Perm (Ural Region) — Pr. Mira, 113-142, 614065 Perm/ Tel. +7 (3442) 335740/
E-mail: aki@fil. perm.su

St. Petersburg — St. Petersburg Religious Society for Krishna Consciousness, 17, Bumajnaya ul.,
St. Petershurg 198020, Russial Tel, & fax: +7 (0812) 157-3544/
E-mail; vasudama.hks@com.bbt se

Ulyanovsk — ul Glinki, 10 /Tel. +7 (0842) 221-42-89

Vladivostok — ul. Ridneva 5-1, 690087 Vladivostok/ Tel. +7 (4232) 268943

RESTAURANT

 St. Petershurg — Govinda's, 58, Angliysky pr., 190008, Russia/ Tel. +7 (0812) 113-7896

UKRAINE

Dnepropetrovsk — ul. Ispolkomovskaya, 564, 320029 Dnepropetrovsk/ Tel, +380 (0562) 445029/
E-mail; vibhuti@iskcon.dp.ua

Donetsk — ul. Tubensa, 22, 339018 Makeyevka/ Tel. +380 (0622) 949104/
E-mail: premada@iskoon.donetsk.ua

Kharkov — ul. Verhnyogievskaya, 43, 310015 Kharkow/Tel, +380 (0572) 202167 or 726968/
E-mail: igor@iskcon kharkov.ua

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-B., 252054 Kiev/Tel. +380 (044) 2444944/ E-mail: acyuta@krsna.kiev.ua

Nikolayev — Sudostroitelny pereulok, 5/8, Nikolayev 327052/ Tel. +380 (0512) 351734

Simferopol — ul. Kievskaya 149/15, 333000 Simferopol/ Tel. +380 (0652) 225116

Vinnitza — ul. Chkalov 5t., 5, Vinnitza 26800/ Tel. +380 (0432) 323152




CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

OTHER COUNTRIES

Alma Ata, Kazakstan — Per Kommunarav, 5, 480022 Alma Ata/ Tel, +7 (3272) 353830/ E-mail:
advaita@advaita.itpm.alma-ata.su

Baku, Azerbaijan — Pos. 8-i km, per. Sardabi 2, Baku 370060/ Tel, +7 (8922) 212376/ E-mail:
baku@com.bbt.se

Bishkek, Kyrgizstan — Per. Omski, 5, 720000 Bishkek/ Tel. +7 (3312) 472683/ E-mail:
root@lotus. bishkek.su ;

Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — ul Anzob, 38, 724001 Dushanbe/ Tel. +7 (3772) 271830

Kishinev, Moldova — ul. Popovich 13, Kishinew/ Tel, +7 (0422} 558089/ E-mail: bulgac@cni.md

Minsk, Belarus — ul. Paviova 11, 220 053 Minsk/ Tel. +7 (0172) 37-4751/
Fax: +375 (0172) 370629/ E-mail: sesa@mock.belpak minsk by

Sukhumi, Georgia — Pr. Mira 274, Sukhumi

Thilisi, Georgia — ul. Kacharava, 16, 380044 Thilisi/ Tel. +7 (8832) 623326/ E-mail: otar@cvs.aod.ge

Yerevan, Armenia — ul. Krupskoy 18, 375019 Yerevan/ Tel. +7 (8852) 275106

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, S. A. 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 234-1378
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, 0.L.D. (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068)/
Tel. +61 (07) 379-5455/ Fax: +61 (07) 3379-5880/ E-mail: tirtharaj.thg@com.bbt.se
Canberra — 15 Parkhill St., Pearce ACT 2607 (mail: GPO Box 1411, Canberra 2601)/
Tel. +61 (06) 290-1869/ Fax: +61 (06) 266-4700
WMelbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/
Tel. +61 (03) 969-95122/ Fax: +61 (03) 9690 4093/ E-mail: 100237 354@compuserve.com
Perth — 356 Murray St., Perth (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A. 6053)/ Tel. +61 (09) 481-1114
or 370-1552 (eveninas)/ Fax: +61 (09) 272-6636
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, NSW 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, NSW
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558/ Fax: +61 (02) 9957-1893
Sydney — 3296 King St., Newtown 2042/ Tel, +61 (02) 550-6524
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rel., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383/
Fax: +61 (052) 88-7309
Millfield, NSW — New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.View Rd. Milliield near Cessnock), NSW
(mail: P.0. Box 339, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W.)/ Tel, +61 (049) 98-1800/ Fax: (Sydney temple)
% Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah NSW 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-6579/ Fax: +61 (066) 43-1226
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Adelaide — Food for Life, 79 Hindley St/ Tel. +61 (08) 2315258
Brishane — Govinda's, 1st floor, 89 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 3210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St. Fortitude Valley/ Tel. 461 (073) 854-1016
Melbourne — Crossways, Floor 1, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/
Tel. +61 (03) 9650-2939
Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 9650-1578

* Murwillumbah — 91 Main St., Murwillumbah NSW 2484/ Tel, (066) 72 6767

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 227-1684

NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Christchurch, New Zealand — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/
Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174/ Fax: +64 (03) 661-965

Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912

Lautoka, Fiji — 5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112/ Fax: +679 663039

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213

Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204}/ Tel. +679 694243

Suva, Fiji — Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 7315)/ Tel. +679 393599

Wellington, New Zealand — 60 Wade St., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Tel. +64 (04) 4720510
FARM COMMUNITY

Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan) — Hwy. 18, Rivernead, next to Huapai Golf Gourse
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075/ Fax; +64 (09) 4127130
RESTAURANTS

Auckland, New Zealand — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel, +64 (09) 3034885

Christchurch, New Zealand — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035

Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364

Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Comner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel, +679 662990

Suva, Fiji — Gopal's, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154

AFRICA
NIGERIA
Abeokuta — [badan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.0. Box 5177)
Benin City — 108 Lagos Rd., Uselu/ Tel. +234 (052) 247900
Enugu — 8 Church Close, off Callege Rd., Housing Estate, Abakpa-Nike
Ibadan — 1 Ayo Akintoba St., Agbowo, University of Ibadan
Jos — 54 Liberty Dam Close, P.0. Box 6557, Jos
Kaduna — 8B Dabo Rd., Kaduna South, P.0. Box 1121, Kaduna
Lagos — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd., Lagos
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Osodi)/ Tel. & fax +234 (01) 876169
Port Harcourt — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Warri — Okwiodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Qrerokpe Rd. {mail: P.0. Box 1922, Warri)

SOUTH AFRICA
Gape Town — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529/
Fax: +27 (021) 686 8233

*

+*

Durban — Chatsworth Gentre, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.0. Bax 56008)/ Tel. +27 (031) 433-328/
Fax; +27 (031) 438-198/ E-mail: iskconsa@iafrica.com

Johannesburg — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg 2000)/
Tel. +27 (011) 484-T170/ Fax: +27 (011) 484-6279/ E-mail: iskconjh@iafrica.com

Port Elizabeth — 18 Strand Fontein Rd., 6001 Port Elizabeth Tel. & fax +27 (41) 53 43 30

OTHER COUNTRIES

Gaborone, Botswana — P.0. Box 201003/ Tel. +267 307 768/ Fax: +267 301 988

Kampala, Uganda — Bombo Rd., near Makerere University (mail: P.0. Box 1647, Kampala)/
Fax: +25 (064) 1251145

Kisumu, Kenya — P.0. Box 547/ Tel. +254 (035) 42546/ Fax: +254 (035) 43294

Marondera, Zimhabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.0. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 8877801

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds.
(mail: P.0. Box 82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365/ Fax: +254 (02) 740957

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804/ Fax; +230 465-1066

Rose Hill, Mauritius —13 Gordon St/ Tel. +230 454-5275

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Accevil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

ASIA
INDIA
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799 001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (079) 6749827, 6749945
Allahabad, U. P. — 161, Kashi Nagar, Baluaghat, Allahabad 211 003/ Tel. 653318
Bamanbore, Gujarat — N.H. 84, Surendra-nagar District
Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (080) 332 1956/ Fax: (080) 332 4818/ E-mail: madhupandit jps@com.bbt.se
Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326299 or 331012/ Fax: (0265) 331012
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590 006
Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. (0674) 413517 or 413475/
E-mail: iskcon.bhuban@gems.vsnl.nat.in
Bombay — (see Mumbai)
Calcutta, W. Bengal — 3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel, (033) 2473757 or 2476075/ Fax: (033) 2478515
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 or 603232
Chennai, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. (044) 4343266/ Fax : (044) 4345929
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — 387, VGR Puram, Dr. Alagesan Rd., 641 011/ Tel. (0422) 435978 or
442749/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya.jps@com.bbt.se

% Dwarka, Gujarat — Bhartiya Bhuvan, Dwarka Dham, Dist, Jamnagar, 361 335/

*

*

*

Tel. (c/o Shantilal) (02892) 4532/ Fax: (02892) 4319

Gangapur, Gujarat — Bhakiivedanta Rajavidyalaya, Krishnalok, Surat-Bardoli Rd. Gangapur, P.0,
Gangadhara, Dist. Surat, 394 310/ Tel. (0261) 667075

Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781 001/ Tel. (0361) 31208

Guntur, A.P. — Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Hanumkonda, A.P. — Negladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506 011/ Tel, 08712-77399

Haridwar, U.P. — ISKCON, P.0. Box 4, Haridwar, U.P. 248401/ Tel, (0133) 422655

Hyderabad, A.P. — Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. (040) 592018 or 552924

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001/ Tel. (0385) 221587

Jaipur, Rajasthan — P.0. Box 270, Jaipur 302 001/ Tel. (0141) 364022/ Fax: (0141) 561492
(Attn: ISKCON)

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir, Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182 101/ Tel. 01991-33047

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132 118/ Tel. (1744) 32806 or 33529

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh — 1 Ashak Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226 018

Madras — (see Chennai)

Mayapur, W. Bengal — Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia
(mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700 019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239 or 45240 or
45233/ Fax: (03472) 45238/ E-mail: mayapur@com bht se

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 6206860/
Fax: (022) 6205214

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400 007/ Tel. (022) 3634078

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shrusthi Complex, Mira Road (E), opposite Royal College, Thane, 401 107/
Tel. (022) 8817795, 8118875

Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 529932

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110065/ Tel. (011) 6419701 or 6412058/ Fax: (011) 6433540 (Attn: ISKCON)/
E-mail: ram.nam.gkg@com.bbt.se

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 5410782

Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413304/ Tel. (0218) 623473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri/ Tel. (06752) 24592, 24594

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Purif Tel. (06752) 23740

Secunderabad, A.P. — 27 5t. John's Road, 500 026/ Tel. (040) 805232/ Fax: (040) 814021/
E-mail: sahadeva.brs@com.bbt.se

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788 004

Siliguri, W. Bengal — Gitalpara, 734 401/ Tel. (0353) 26619/
E-mail: marchhetri@sma.sprintrpg.ems.vsnl.net.in

Sri Rangam, Tamil Nadu — 164 Thiruvadi Street, Trichy, 620 006/ Tel. 433945
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Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891 FARM COMMUNITIES
Tirupati, A. P. — K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114 Autazes, AM — Nova Jarikandhal Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202
Trivandrum (Thiruvanathapuram), Kerala — T.C. 224/1485, WG Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ Caruaru, PE — Nova Vrajadhama, Distrito de Murici, GP 283, CEP 55000-000
Tel. (0471) 68197/ E-mail: sarvaisvarya jps@com.bbt.se Curitiba, PR — Nova Goloka, Planta Carla, Pinhais
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada Parati, RJ — Goura Vrindavan, Bairro de Grauna, CP 062, CEP 23970-000
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. 01992-70298 Pindamonhangaba, SP — Nova Gokula, Bairro Ribeiro Grande, CP 108, CEP 12400-000/
Vadodara, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326299 or 331012/ Tel. +55 (012) 982-0036/ Fax: +55 (012) 982-9036
Fax; (0265) 331013 . S - _
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338 120/ Tel. (02692) 30796 Tatoswmolis, BJ==Mmabhiin fanazs, G Je630 ChERIsE A1l
Vrindavana, U, P. — Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaklivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Refi, Mathura MEXICO
Dist., 281 124/ Tel. (0565) 442-478 or 442-355/ Fax: (0565) 442-596/ ¢ Guadalajara — Pedro Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez/ Tel. +52 (38) 160775
E-mail: vrndavavana@com.bbt se Mexico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. +52 (5) 271-22-23
FARM COMMUNITIES Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad) _ FARM COMMUNITY .
Assam — Karnamadhu. Dist. Karimganj Guadalajara — Contact ISKCON Guadalajara
. . ; - ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dis. Gadhachiroli, 442 603 : :
Hyderabad, A. P. — P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. Dis,, 501 401/ Tel. 552924 Orizaba — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel, +52 (272) 5-75-25
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur) PERU
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT Lima — Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. +51 (014) 910891
Calcutta — Hare Krishina Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700071 Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 910891/ Fax. +51 (014) 910250
& Lima— Av. Garcilazo de |a Vega 1670-1680/ Tel. +51 (014) 259523
OTHER COUNTRIES FARM COMMUNITY :
Cagayan de Oro, Philippines — 30 Dahlia St, liaya Carmen, 900 (c/o Sepulveda’s Compound) Correo De Bella Vista— DPTO De San Martin
Chittagong, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathzari ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
(mail: GPO Box 877, Chittagong)/ Tel. +88 (031) 225622 Cuzco — Espaderos 128
Colomhbo, Sri Lanka — 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel. +94 (01) 433325 OTHER COUNTRIES
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St,, Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 236249 Asuncion, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925, Asuncion/ Tel, 595 (021) 480-266
Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 7396818/ Fax; +852 (2) 7242186/ Bogold, Colombia — Calle 72, nro.20-60, Bogota (mail: Apartado Aereo 58680, Zona 2,
E-mail: iskcon.hk@intercon.net T et | Chapinero)/ Tel. & fax +57 (01) 2554529, 2482234/ E-mail: prabhupada.achsp@com.bbt.se
lloilo Gity, Philippines — 13-1-1 Tereos St., La Paz, lloilo City, llailof Tel. +63 (033) 73381 Buenos Aires, Argentina — Gentro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/
Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 4899646 Tel. +54 (01) 521-5567, 523-4232/ Fax: +54 (01) 523-4504/ E-mail: goloka@das satlink.net
Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar, P. 0. Panjia, Dist. Jessore Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel, +57 (023) 68-88-53
Jessore, Bangladesh — Rupa-Sanatana S Tirtha, Ramsara, P. 0. Magura Hat, Dist. Jessore Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida Berlin, Quinta Tia Lola, La California Nortef Tel, +58 (02) 225463
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 290743/ Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mts. abajo/
Fax: +977 (01) 414409 {Attn: [SKCON) Tel, +505 (341) 2359
Kuala Lumpur‘IMaIaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama, Cochabamba, Balivia — Av. Heroinas E-0435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Bax 2070)/ Tel. & fax: +591 (042) 54346
Petalingy Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, 7360, or -7369/ Fax: 460 (03) 761-1644/ Essequibio Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay, Essequibo Coast
E-mail: simheswar.jps@com.bbt se _ _ Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Manila, Philippines — Penthouse Liwag Bldg., 3307 Mantanzas St., Makati, Metro Manita/ Guatemala, Guatemala — Apartado Postal 1534
~_ Tel.+63 (02) 8337883 loc. 10 Guayanuil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 y 309420
Taipei, Taiwan — (mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong) ; Managua, Nicaragua — Residencial Bolonia, De Galeria los Pipitos 75 mts. norte
Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480}/ (mail: P.0. Box 772)/ Tel. 505 242759
Tel. +972 (03) 5285475 or 6299011/ Fax: +072 (03) 6239011 Mar del Plata, Argentina — Dorrego 4019 (7600) Mar del Plata/ Tel. +54 (023) 745688
Tokyo, Japan — 1-29-2-202 [zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168/ Tel. +81 (03) 3327-1541/ Montevideo, Uruguay — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Mariano Moreno 2660, Mantevideo/
Fax: +81 (03) 3327-1542 i Tel. +598 (02) 477919/ E-mail: gopinandana.vbd@com.bbt s
Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY ® Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No.1
FARM COMMUNITIES (mail: P.0. Box 6-1776, El Dorado, Panama)
Indonesia — Govinda Kunja (contact ISKCON Jakarta) Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, #19-36
Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak @ (Quito, Ecuador — Inglaterra y Amazonas
Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise) — 231 Pagsa-bungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556, (2000) Rosario/
Tel. 463 (032) 83254 Tl +54 (041) 262630, 264243/ Fax. +54 (041) 264243/ E-mail: abhilasu@dasa satfink net
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS @ San José, Costa Rica — Centro Cultural Govinda, Avenida Segunda, 225 mts .este Teatro

Nacional, (mail: P.0. Box 166-1002)/ Tel. (506)-256-7392/ Fax: (506)-256-9645
San Salvador, El Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana (mail: P.0. Box 1506)/ Tel. +503 25-96-17
Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044

Cebu, Philippines — Govinda’s, Bth Door, Socorro Bldg., Comer Juana Osmena & Don R. Aboitz Sts.,
Cebu City/ Tel. +63 (032) 253 4304
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia— Govinda's, 16-1 Jalan Bunus Enam, Masjid India/ Tel. +60 (03) 7807355

OEEA7R0 UET AT Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle Cayetano Rodriquez No. 254/ Tel. +1 (809) 686-5665
L AT' N AM EF" C A Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel, +1 (809) 647-3165
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada Ave. Longdenville, Chaguanas
BRAZIL FARM COMMUMNITIES
Belém, PA — Almirante Barroso, Travessa Santa Matilde, 64, Souza/ Tel. +55 (081) 243-0558 b : : o B ; ¥ i
Belo Horizonte, MG — Rua Aristoteles Caldeira, 334, Pradof Tel. 155 (031) 332-8460 Argentina {Ehakl_llata Puri) — Casilla de Correo No 77, 1727 Marcos Paz, Peia. Bs. As., Republica
Brasilia, DF — CLN 310, Bloco B, Loja 45, Terreo/ Tel. +55 (061) 272-3111 Atgertila

: Bolivia — Contact ISKCON Cochabamba
—_ E el 1a, 1 3 : i o .
E:ET;?E ' ,ng = gﬁ: Eﬂ;%? gm:f,'faf gg‘a{;- fﬁaaﬁemm Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali. Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Caucal Tel. 612688 en Cal

Curitiba. PR — Al Cabral, 670, Centro/ Tel. +55 (041) 277-3176 ® Cosla Bic? = f;{llﬁ\facﬁnloka Urziﬂdavana. Cn;rewla a Pargisvo. [;c_la:: entrada GEI_J.ardiF Lc;nuasl;hI i
Florianopolis, SC — Rua Laurindo Januario Silveira, 3250, Canto da Lagoa (por Calle Concava), 200 metros alsur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail:Apdo. 166, 1002}

Fortaleza, CE — Rua Jose Lourengo, 2114, Aldeotal Tel. +55 (085) 264-1273 Tel. 4300 5 bioe -

Golania, 6O — Rua 244, 20 (esq. Av. Parananba)/ Tel. +55 (062) 224-9820 Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaquil) : :
Guarulhos, SP— Rua Orixas, 1. Jardim Afonsof Tel. +55 (011) 209-6669 Ecuador (Giridharidesha) — Chordeleg (near Cuenca), Cassiga Postal 01.05.1811, Cuenca/
Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1509, Centro/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202 Tel. +593 (7) 295735 . ; :
Petropolis, RJ — Rua do Imperador, 349, Sobrado El Saluadur\—Carret_era a Santa Ana, Km. 3--1i C;n}on Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
Parto Alegre, RS — Av. Basian, 396, Menino Deus/ Tel. +55 (051) 233-1474 Guyana — Seaviell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice

Recife, PE — Rua Democlitos de Souza Filho, 235, Madalena ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Ribeirao Preto, SP — Rua dos Aliados, 155, Campos Eliseas/ Tel. +55 (016) 628-1533 Buenos Aires, Argentina — Gusto Superior, Blanco Encalada 2722, 1428 Buenos Aires Cap. Fed./
Rio de Janeiro, RJ — Rua Barao da Torre, 199, apt. 102, Ipanema/ Tel. +55 (021) 267-0052 Tel. +54 (01) 788 3023

Salvador, BA — Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas/ Tel. +55 (071) 382-1064 Cochabamba, Bolivia— Gopal Restaurant, calle Espaia N-0250 (Galeria Olimpia) (mail: P, 0. Box
Santos, SP — Rua Nabuco de Araujo, 151, Embare/ Tel. +55 (0132) 38-4655 2070, Cochabamba)/ Tel. +591 (042) 26626

Sao Carlos, SP — Rua Emilio Ribas, 195 Guatemala, Guatemala — Callejor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
Sao Paulo, SP— Av. Angelica, 2583/Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352 San Salvador, El Salvador — 25 Avenida Norte 1132

Sao Paulo, SP— Rua Otavio Targuino de Souza, 299, Congonhas/ Tel. +55 (011) 536-4010 Santa Cruz, Bolivia — Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1ero anillo), esq. Bolivar/ Tel. +591 (03) 345189

# Temples with restaurants or dining. % New listing. e Revised listing.



ABOVE ALL OTHERS
(continued from page 54)
therefore all paths are equal is not
supported in Bhagavad-gita.

In Bhagavad-gita (9.25) we find:

yanti deva-vrata devan
pitrn yanti pitr-vratah

bhiuitani yanti bhiitejya
vanti mad-ydajino 'pi mam

Here it is stated that those who |
worship various devas (Lord Siva,
Ganesaji, goddess Durga, and so on)
reach the abodes of the devas. Those
who worship the ancestors reach the
abodes where the ancestors reside.
Those who worship ghosts go to live
among the ghosts. And only those who
worship Lord Krsna go to Krsna’s su-
preme abode (tad dhama paramam
mama).

If you buy a ticket from London to
Glasgow, it will not take you to Paris.
So too, it’s not that whatever spiritual
ticket one chooses will bring one to the
same destination.

Were all paths and all choices equal,
there would have been no need for
Lord Krsna to speak Bhagavad-gita.
He could have simply let Arjuna slink
from the battlefield in disgrace and
illusion. “Well,” the Lord could have
said, “that’s your path, and all paths are
one.” Instead, He enlightens Arjuna
so that Arjuna becomes Lord Krsna’s |
surrendered devotee. And anyone can
attain perfection by following the path
of Sri Arjuna.

As you say, Brahman cannot be
imperfect, because Brahman is all-
encompassing, all-inclusive. But the im-
personal aspect of Brahman, though
transcendental, is not all-inclusive,
because it excludes the eternal exist-
ence of spiritual form, name, qualities,
pastimes, and individuality.

But the Personality of Godhead, Sri
Krsna, includes al also in-
cludes the impersonal Brahman as one
aspect of His transcendental existence
(brahmano hi pratisthaham).

Therefore, when one has gone even
beyond the impersonal Brahman real-
ization to realize Brahman in the high-
est aspect, as the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Lord Krsna, one surren-
ders to Him in pure devotional service
(mad bhaktir labhate param).

As I can understand from your

letter, you are already naturally at-

| tracted to Krsna and devoted to Krsna,

so much so that you have even written

the holy name “Krsna” in devanagari |

on the top of every page.

So I hope you will forgive me if I
have unintentionally said anything in-
solent, unmannerly, or discourteous.

As devotion to Lord Krsna is al-

| ready your chosen path, I am not try-

ing to divert you. I simply hope you will
follow that path further and further.
And at the end of the path, may you
ultimately meet your Lord Kaniya face
to face and become one of His eter-
nally joyful companions in the spiritual
world.
Hare Krsna.
Sincerely,
Jayadvaita Swami, Editor @

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Locana Dasa writes, *

aspiration.”

Vrndavana Dasa Thakura.

Lord’ eternal pastimes.

Srila Locana Dasa Thakura
Appearance Day: January 10

Jrila Locana Dasa Thakura was born in a brahmana family near
Katwa, West Bengal, in 1520. Locana Dasa’s father’s name was Sri
Kamalikara Dasa, and his mother’s name was Sri Sadanandi. He
was their only son and spent much of his youth living at the home of
his grandparents, where he began his education.

Asayoungboy Locana Ddsamet devotees of Lord Caitanya. He
had great attachment for the Lord and detachment from worldly en-
joyment. As a young man Locana Dasa accepted Sri Narahari Sara-
kara, an intimate associate of Lord Caitanya, as his spiritual master.
‘My hope of hopes is to be near the lotus feet
of Sti Narahari Thakura, to serve and worship with my very life. My
lord is Sti Narahari Thakura, and I am his servant. Bowing and pray-
ing before him, I beg him to allow me his service. This is my only

Sri Narahari Thakura was an expert composer of devotional
songs, and he instructed Locana Dasa in that art. Locana Dasa wrote
many songs (some of which are found in ISKCON songbooks) and
a book about Lord Caitanya, called Caitanya Marigala. To write
Caitanya Mangala, Locana Dasa took inspiration from a Sanskrit
book by SrlMuran(“upta entitled Sri Krsna- Caitanya-Carita. Locana
Dasawrites, “That very Murari Gupta wholived in Nadiya composed
many Sanskrit verses about the life of Sri Gauranga, which he later
arranged in the form of a book. Having heard these verses from
Murari Gupta, Damodara Pandita taught them to me, and I memo-
rized them with great delight. As these Sanskrit verses and the con-
ception of Caitanya Mahaprabhu developed in my mind, they flowed
forth from me in the form of these Pancali verses in Bengali, which
I write in glorification of the life and pastimes of Sri Caitanya.”
(Paficali is the classic form of thymes and meters used by Bengali
poets to composed sacred songs and verses. It employs five kinds of
song styles [paiica means “five™]).

In Caitanya Mangala, Srila Locana Dasa elaborates some of the
pastimes of Lord Caitanya mentioned only briefly by the Lord’s two
main biographers, Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami and Srila

Srila Locana Dasa Thakura left this world in 1618 to enter the

(Full calendar page 63.)
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out when and where.

list as many old ones as space allows.

Alabama
Dothan:

Kirit Joshi, M.D.
(205) 793-2618

Arizona

Chino Valley:

Karin Goldman

P.O. Box 2238

Chino Valley, AZ 86323

Phoenix:
The Krsna House
(602) 431-1331

California

To find out about programs in
Anaheim Hills, Corona, Cerritos,
Diamond Bar, Granada Hills, Laguna
Niguel, Long Beach, Redlands, Santa
Ana, and other southern California
locations, call Svayambhuva Dasa at
(310) 839-1572.

Badger:
New Braja Bhumi Community
(209) 336-9383

Burlingame:
Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula Devi Dasi
(415) 344-9552

Crescent City:

Guru Carana Dasa

150 Oak St.

Rockereek Subdistrict
Crescent City, CA 95531
(no phone)

Crescent City:
Bhakta Rob
(707) 464-7238

\.

GATHERINGS

HE PEOPLE LISTED HERE hold Krsna conscious gatherings regularly in
their homes—or they’d like to start. You're invited. Just give a call to find

If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you’d like to be added to the
list, please send your name, city, and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. 0.
Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA. In each issue we’ll add new gatherings and

Encinitas:
Hare Krishna Visitor Center
(619) 634-1698

Grass Valley:

Madana Mohana Dasa &
Vrndavanesvari Devi Dasi

(916) 477-0551

Ojai:

Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi Devi Dasi
(William & Joan Roberts)

(805) 640-0405

Placentia:
Sri Radha Raman Temple
(714) 996-7262

Redwood Valley:

Prasanna Yoga Asrama (Iksvaku
Dasa)

(707) 485-5592

San Jose/ Santa Cruz:

Akraranatha Dasa & Jagarini
Devi Dasi

(408) 353-9099

Santa Rosa:

Jagannatha Puri Dasa & Tripurari
Devi Dast

Bus. phone: (707) 526-7211

Delaware
Newark:

Bhakta Daryl Hyde
(302) 731-0067

Florida

Clearwater:
Brhat Sanu Dasa
(813) 725-5334

Cocoa:

Bhagavata Dharma Dasa & Syama
Devi Dasi

(407) 633-7664

Coral Springs:
Institute for Gaudiya Vaishnavism
(305) 345-3456

Georgia

Augusta:

Damon & Debbie Campbell
(706) 855-2093

Indiana

Indianapolis:

Steve W. Bausch (Syamasundara Dasa
(317) 357-9051

Kansas

Lawrence:

Ankota Dasa & Gopimata Devi Dasi
(913) 865-5080

Maine

Bangor:

Bhakta Ray & Sandhini Devi Dasi
(207) 947-9609

Maryland

Silver Spring:

Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla & Jahnavi
Devi Dasi

(301) 236-0564

Silver Spring:

Anuttama Dasa & Rama Tulasi
Devi Dasi

(301) 236-4717

Massachusetts

Quincy:

Charran Mahadeo (Caitya Guru Dasa
(617) 471-7911

Mississippi
Cleveland

K. P. & Bhama Sridharan
(601) 846-4132

Nevada
Henderson:
Margaret Dvorak
(702) 454-1215
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New Mexico

Albuquerque:

Randy Schwab (Ranga Rafijana Dasa)
(505) 243-6925

Albuquerque:
Suresh Vyas
(505) 833-5453

Santa Fe:
Jambavati Devi Das1
(505) 473-3036

New York

Buffalo:

Mahavegavati Devi Dast
(716) 884-3640

*Buffalo:
Nilesh Thali & Joe Lucca
(716) 836-2368

Corona (Queens):
Sivaradhya Dasa
(718) 639-6580

*Syracuse:
Gopasundari Devi Dasi (Gail Pellicci)
(315) 451-7675

Ohio

Athens:

Krishna House

(614) 594-4496 or (614) 421-1661

Utah

Spanish Fork:

KHON Radio
(801) 798-3559

Virginia

Charlottesville:

The Bhaktivedanta Center

Amitacara Dasa & Mayapriya Devi
Dasi

(804) 296-0686

West Virginia
Parkersburg:

Pramod & Mala Mathur
(304) 295-8362

Wheeling:
New Vrindaban
(304) 843-1600

Jamaica, West Indies

Kingston:
Bhagavatananda Dasa
(809) 998-3025

Canada

Edmonton, Alberta:

Omkara Dasa & Jadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharma)

(403) 434-7343

Markham, Ontario:
Prabhupada Dasa (V. B. Sharma)
(416) 294-9431

Quadra Island, B.C.:
Vijeta Dasa & Arya Devi Dasi
(604) 285-2346

Toronto:

Ramananda Raya Dasa & Visakha
Devi Dasi

(416) 297-6131

Australia

Tasmania:

Manibandha Dasa & Carsani
Devi Dasi

P. O. Box 327

North Hobart 7002

New Zealand
Tauranga, Bay of Plenty:
ISKCON Tauranga

Jaya Tirtha Carana Dasa
+64 (0)7 552 0647

Hamilton:
Réaghava Caitanya Dasa
(07) 856 7608

France

Paris:

Centre Culturel Hare Krishna
(1) 40469523

Germany
Hamburg:

Vedic Cultural Mission
(040) 65523 72

Weimar:

Katharina Rauch
Am Jakobsfriedhof 1
D-99423 Weimar

Greece

*Greater Patras Area:
Panagadi-tirtha Dasa
(6) 963-2930

Hungary

Liter:

Torok Zoltan
Bajesy Zs. u. 56
Liter 8196

Sweden
Ludvika:
Bhakti Center
(0240) 142 30

Japan

Odawara:

Jayananda Dasa & Bhaktin Kana
0465-42-3749

Osaka:

Satsvariipa Dasa & Jalangi
Devi Dasi

06 352 0729

United Kingdom

Regular gatherings in more than
twenty cities. To find the one
nearest you, or for help in starting
one, contact Bhaktivedanta Books
Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P. O,
Box 324, Borehamwood, Herts.,
WD6 INB. Phone: (0181) 905-1244

Commonwealth of
Independent States
Programs are held in more than
100 cities. For information contact
Kirtiraja Dasa, P. O. Box 1445,
Alachua, Florida 32616, U.S.A.
Phone: (904) 462-5810

South Africa
*Pretoria:
(12 ) 3207899

Programs are held in more than 50
locations in South Africa. For
information contact one of the
ISKCON centers in South Africa
listed on page 57.

*New or revised listing.

J
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DEsOURCES

Serve Vrndavana. Receive Krsna-
Balarama’s mercy. Please bring 5 kg
or more of ghee when you next visit
Vrndavana. Also: honey, dried fruit,
and nuts. Contact Bhiivanesvara
Dasa, Deity kitchen.

ISKCON’s International Office of
Education. Clearinghouse for infor-
mation on all aspects of educating
children in ISKCON: gurukulas, day
schools, varnasrama colleges, work-
study and apprentice opportunities,
home-study correspondence courses
(K—=12) and help with setting up
home schools, child abuse prevention
programs, teacher lraining courses,
etc. For information on curriculum
material and development: Curricu-
lum and Accreditation Department,
915 Dimmocks Mill Road, Hills-
borough, NC 27278; phone: (919)
644-2272; e-mail: urmila@com.org,
For all other inquiries: ISKCON
International Office of Education,
Rt. 2, Box 23A, Alachua, FL 32615;
phone: (904) 462-5248; fax: (904) 462-
5153; e-mail: aln09663@afn.org.

Learn the deeper meaning of life at
your own pace, in the convenience

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to our dynamic
worldwide movement. Exciting
news, information, market-
place, and Krsna conscious cp-
portunities. For 12 issues: U.S.,
$23 for First Class mail, $13 for
Third Class. Outside the U.S..
$26. Forsubscriptions, ads, bulk
orders, and news submissions,
please write IWR at P. O. Box
238, Alachua, FL 32616-0238.
Phone: (904) 462-5054.

62

Back
To Godhead
Now Available
In India

We've launched a second print-
ing of Back to Godhead, in India.
The content right now is the
same asin our American edition.
And the printing matches inter-
national standards of quality.

In the past, subscriptions
in India have cost Rs. 1.000 a
year. But with our new edition
the price has dropped to Rs.
450.

To become a charter subscri-
ber in India, send Rs. 450 to:

Back to Godhead
33 Janki Kutir
Juhu. Mumbai 400 049

of your home. The Institute for Spiri-
tual and Environmental Awareness
(ISEA) offers a home-study course in
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. The Bhakti-
vedanta Centennial Reading Program
Certificate will be awarded upon
completion of the course. To receive
your study guide and full-color
illustrated text, send a $35.00 check
or money order to ISEA, P. O. Box
310, Bangor, ME 04402-0310.

Sponsor wanted. Buy Back to God-
head magazines for distribution in
Guyana. Write to Roy Ramkissoon,
85 Goed Fortuin Housing Scheme,

| West Bank Demerara, Guyana,
South America.

Bring the Festival of India to your
city—anywhere in the U.S. or
Canada. You’ll get all the exhibits
used in the big Rathayatra festivals.
[deal for college preaching, city
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festivals, fairs, etc. For information
call (919) 593-8108.

Visit a HareKrsna Temple near you.
Take advantage of the spiritual
programs that go on every morning
and evening and the special festi-
val—with a sumptuous feast—every
Sunday. Call ahead for the specific
schedule at your temple.

ISKCON’s Governing Body
Commission, the ultimate ecclesias-
tical body guiding the Hare Krsna
movement, can be reached both
through its local representatives and
its permanent secretary. The address
for the secretary is Shree Mayapur
Chandrodaya Mandir, P. O. Shree
Mayapur Dham, District Nadia,

W. Bengal, India.

Want to Help BTG? Here are some

things you can do to help us spread
Krsna consciousness through Back
to Godhead:
1. Subscribe.
2. Give gift subscriptions.
3. Ask your local public or
college library to subscribe.
4. Subscribe for your library.
5. Tell your friends and relatives
about BTG.
6. Become a BTG agent. (Just
ask us how.)
7. Send us names of prospective
subscribers.
. Carry BTG in your store.

o0

Live in ISKCON. All ISKCON tem-
ples offer programs that give you
the opportunity to practice Krsna
consciousness in the company of
devotees. You can stay for, say, a
week or a month, and imbibe spiri-
tual practices you can carry with you
when you return to your occupation.
Or you can make serving Krsna
within ISKCON your life’s work—
the opportunities are unlimited.
Inquire from a center near you,



The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Narayana
(December 25-January 23)

JANUARY

S5—Saphala Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

10—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Locana Dasa Thakura, a great
devotee of Krsna known for his
Bengali devotional songs.

11—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

19—Putrada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Month of Madhava
(January 24-February 22)

29— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

30—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayadeva Gosvami, a great
spiritual master and author of
Gita-govinda.

31—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a great
spiritual master whose Bengali
devotional songs perpetuate the
simple Krsna conscious method of

self-realization.

FEBRUARY
4—Sat-tila Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

11—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, one of

L R R D

| tanya. Fasting till noon, followed by

| 18—Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
5 grains and beans. Fasting till noon for |
the appearance of Lord Varaha

I 20—Appearance anniversary of Lord

Thakura, the spiritual master of Srila
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, the Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna

the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, a
Vaisnava spiritual master and author
who appeared in the seventeenth Consciousness. Fasting till noon,
century. Appearance anniversary of | then feasting.

Srimati Visnupriya Devi, the consort |

of Lord Caitanya. MARCH

S5—Vijaya Ekadasi. Fasting from

13—Appearance anniversary of Sri .
grains and beans.

Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of
Lord Krsna’s expansion Maha-Visnu

: 2 8—Sri Siva Ratri, the appearance
and a close associate of Lord Cai- PP

anniversary of Lord Siva.
foasting 9—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jagannatha Dasa Babaji, the
great devotee in the disciplic line
from Lord Caitanya who confirmed
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s
discovery of Lord Caitanya’s
birthplace.

15—Disappearance anniversary of
Sripﬁda Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the thirteenth century.

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramanujacarya, an eleventh-
century philosopher and spiritual
master.

19—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

20—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Purf, the
spiritual master of Lord Caitanya’s

| spiritual master.
(tomorrow).

19— Appearance anniversary of
Lord Varaha, Lord Krsna’s boar
incarnation.

Nityananda Prabhu, a close associate
of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
an incarnation of Lord Krsna’s elder
brother, Lord Balarama. Fasting till
noon, then feasting.

22— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Narottama Dasa Thakura, a spiritual
master in the disciplic line from Lord
Caitanya who composed many
devotional songs in Bengali.

_—

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

24—Sri Gaura Parnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna
Himself in the role of His own devo-
tee. Fasting till moonrise, followed
by feasting.

Month of Govinda
(February 23-March 24)

27—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 1997 « BACK TO GODHEAD 63



Vedic Thoughts

Sometimes during war, soldiers
keep their enemies
in concentration camps and kill them
in very cruel ways. These are
reactions brought about by unrestricted
animal-killing in the slaughterhouse
and by hunters in the forest.
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

; Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.26.5, purport

2

Those who believe God
to be impersonal simply identify Him
with some power or attribute
in nature, though in fact He is above
nature, her laws and rules.

His holy wish is law, and it would be
sacrilege to confine His unlimited excellence
by identifying Him with such attributes
as omnipotence, omnipresence,
and omniscience. . . . His excellence consists
in having in Him mutually contradicting
powers and attributes ruled by
His Supernatural Self.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thikura
Shree Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, His Life and Precepts

*

To transform the adverse desires
of the jivas [souls] is the supreme duty
of the most merciful. To rescue
one person from the stronghold of
Mahamaya [illusion] is an act of superb
benevolence, far superior
to opening innumerable hospitals.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Dacca, 1936

One can gradually become purified by
seeing, touching, and worshiping
temple deities, places of pilgrimage,
and holy rivers. But one can attain the same
result immediately simply by
receiving the glance of exalted sages.

y Lord Sr1 Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.86.52

L 2

Every creature is born alone
and dies alone, and alone
one experiences the just rewards of
his good and evil deeds.

; Sri Akrira
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.49.21

L 2

Inexhaustible time,
stronger than the strong, is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead
Himself. Like a herdsman
moving his animals along, He moves
mortal creatures as His pastime.

, Demigods
Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.51.19

*

Simply by giving aural reception
to this Vedic literature
[Srimad-Bhagavatam], the feeling for
loving devotional service
to Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, sprouts up at once
to extinguish the fire of lamentation,
illusion, and fearfulness.
) Sri Stita Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.7.7

Send your favorite quotations to: Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, P.O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32616, USA.
Or Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, 33 Janki Kutir, Next to State Bank of Hyderabad, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049, India.
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Celebrating our
launch i India!

Send your friends in India

Back to Godhead for only $14.95!

Order it here, we’ll deliver it from there.

Now we’re printing the same Back to Godhead you hold in
your hands—to the same high standard of quality—in India itself.
Result: A great bargain. To send a gift subseription to India used
to cost $27.00. Now, you can give the same gift for only $14.95.

In India, one year of BTG costs Rs. 450. By Western stan-
dards, not much: by Indian standards, quite a lot.

So here’s a chance for you to give a gift—throughout the
year—that in India will be treasured. And you can do it from here
tor just pocket money.

Take advantage of this great gift offer. Send your friends and

relatives in India Back to Godhead.

FROM: GIFT 3 ($14.95):

Nawme Name

Address Address

City City

State Zip (postal code) State Postal code
Country Country INDIA
Phone ( ) Phone ( )

GIFT 1 ($14.95): GIFT 4 ($14.95):

Name Name

Address Address

City City

State Postal code State Postal code
Counlry INDIA (:mmtl‘y INDIA
Phone ( ) Phone ( )

GIFT 2 ($14.95):

Name Payment by check, money order, or eredit card must
Addvess accompany the order. We accept MasterCard, VISA,
City Discover, and American Express. Return the attached
Stavt('. Pl coupon or call 1-800-800-3284. From outside the U.S.
Ch INDIA and Canada call 1-910-871-2620. To mail: Back to God-

head, P.0. Box 255, Sandy Ridge. NC 27046, USA.

Phone ( )




G
=T
—J
1
f .
—
=
—
—
—
|
==
N

MAGALZINE




