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FROM THE EDITOR

Immersed in the Real Business of Life
Sripada Gour Govinda Swami (1929-1996)

ONE EVENING IN late February I was on
the top floor of the “Conch Building™ at our
ISKCON center in Sridham Mayapur, West
Bengal. I'd finished my chanting for the
day and was on my way downstairs to head
across the campus to rest for the night. One
flight down, I heard a group of devotees
loudly doing kirtana, chanting Hare Krsna
together, gathered outside one of the rooms.
I headed in their direction, wondering what
was going on.

Just then one of my godbrothers, Hari-
kesa Swami, made his way out of the room
and through the group of chanters. He was
walking in the direction I was coming from.
As he drew near I gave a quizzical look and
asked, “What’s up?”

“Gour Govinda Swamijust left his body.”

The expression “left his body™ is a term
devotees use where other people might say
“died.” It denotes more precisely what has
taken place—the atma, the eternal spark of
consciousness, has gone, leaving behind its
temporary vehicle, the outward body.

But however the news might have been
put, I was taken aback. Sripada Gour Go-
vinda Swami was a leader of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement, known for his learn-
ing and his devotion, and sometimes for
unbending outspokenness. He was a san-
nyasi (a renounced saintly person). He was
a member of the movement’s Governing
Body. He was the spiritual master of many
disciples. And he was my personal friend.

He had shown no signs of ill health. And
now, suddenly, he was gone.

I joined the disciples and godbrothers
chanting Hare Krsna by his bed, and by the
next day I was 350 miles south in Bhuban-
eswara, where by Srila Prabhupada’s order
he had built a magnificent temple. Next to
the temple, in the small hut where he had
lived and worked, his body was buried in the
ground.

Now, for the first time since the depar-
ture of Srila Prabhupada, disciples in the
Krsna consciousness movement would have
to live and push on in the physical absence of
their spiritual master. The inevitable circum-
stance thathad come tous, Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples, had now come to them, the dis-
ciples of a disciple.

I spent the next daysin their company, as
they recalled and recounted their experi-
ences with Sripada Gour Govinda Swami,
their affectionate dealings with him, and the
teachings he had given them by his word and
his example. I remembered my own touch
with him and shared in the acute sense of
loss.

For here was a devotee who, till the last
moment, had shown how to live immersed in
the real business of life—hearing about,
speaking about, thinking about, and serving
the lotus feet of Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

An article on page 18 tells more.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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Letters

Chanting Hare Krsna with Love
Thank you, Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi,
for the article on the important sub-
ject of inattentive chanting.

Dvéarakadhisa has mentioned
several reasons for chanting inatten-
tively, such as laziness, tiredness,
busy-ness, sickness, and mental dis-
turbance. But the underlying cause of
inattentiveness is that we are not
attached to Krsna. Still, by hearing
about Krsna, by going on trying to
chant attentively, by associating with
those attached to Him, and by engag-
ing in His devotional service, we
become attached to Him. Then we
chant with love, in which our atten-
tion is automatically drawn towards
Him.

Inattentive chanting is a perennial
problem for aspiring devotees, but
can be overcome by sustained effort
in devotional service. We need to
regularly read about and discuss the
glories of the holy name. We should
especially discuss the need to chant
attentively and to pray to guru and
Krsna for help to overcome this
problem.

Bhakti Vikasa Swami
Bombay

Hail to the Mail

Hare Krsna! [ am very impressed
with the humble and objective atti-
tude of the BTG magazine. It is
amazing how the editors include
favorable responses as well as heavily
critical responses from readers in the
“Letters” section of the magazine.
The magazine is so open-minded that
I often read very critical letters with-
out a single word of reply from the
editors. And at other times I break
into laughter by reading the smashing
responses from the editors to destroy
the misconceptions of some of the
critical readers.

I was particularly impressed by
Jayadvaita Swami’s response about
demigod worship in the last issue. He
seems to have an extraordinary
knack for getting a point across. I
was also impressed by Ravindra Sva-
ripa Prabhu’s inconceivable topics

about the soul’s fall. I think the
magazine does a great job at ad-
dressing the complaints and com-
ments of the readers. Thank you.
Rajeev Kumar
Randolph, New Jersey

Better Things to Think About
I never gave the “jivas’ fall from
grace” question too much thought.
After reading Ravindra Svariipa’s
essay I think I might have had the
right idea.
Maharipa Dasa
Hanford, California

Vraja Kishor Grows Old
I’'m sorry, but I really have to say
this: What happened to Vraja
Kishor’s articles? That was my
favorite section.
Sarasvati Dasi
Detroit, Michigan

OUR REPLY: Youth is not forever, at
least not in the material world. Vraja
Kishor Dasa tells us he has outgrown
his column, which was intended
mainly for straightedge kids. We
look forward to publishing articles
from him directed to a broader
audience.

Worshiping Sri Ganesa
For Devotion to Lord Krsna
It has been delightful reading the
magazine. With reference to the
article on Ganesa by Satyaraja Dasa,
I would like to ask: How to go about
worshiping Sri Ganesa and his
mother, goddess Durga, for remov-
ing obstacles on the road to Krsna
consciousness?
I would like to worship Ganesaji,
because I have always found him
to be extremely lovable. Hence, if
you could direct me as how to go
about doing it, I shall very much
appreciate it.
Shri Uttan Vasudeva
New Delhi

OUR REPLY: In the Krsna conscious-
ness movement we have no rituals
for worshiping Sri Ganesa or other
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devas. Following the directions of
Bhagavad-gita, we exclusively
worship the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna (Visnu). g

To invoke the blessings of St1
Ganesa or any other god or goddess
for increasing your Krsna conscious-
ness, we suggest that you simply offer
them your heartfelt prayers.

You should also understand what
is meant by “obstacles.” The only
real obstacles are our material
desires—desires for things other than
pure devotion to Krsna. “Obstacles”
does not refer to material problems,
such as poor health, lack of money,
or family difficulties. We should not
think that we have to pray to anyone
to relieve us of such material miser-
ies. Rather, we should understand
that when we become Krsna con-
scious all our material problems will
seem insignificant. So, again, we
should be careful that our prayers to
any deity are for pure love for Krsna,
not for relieving material distress.

| “Violating the Spirit of Hinduism”

Regarding the charges by the Federa-
tion of Hindu Associations (FHA)
that Back to Godhead is “violating
the very spirit of Hinduism” by
scripturally distinguishing between
Lord Krsna and the devas, or “demi-
gods,” I think that Jayadvaita
Swami’s reply, based firmly on the
teachings of the Bhagavad-gita,
showed decisively that ISKCON’s
philosophy speaks the essence of
authentic Vedic scripture.

If teaching the conclusions of the
Bhagavad-gita violates the spirit of
Hinduism, then something is very
much wrong about much of modern
Hinduism.

Hansa B. Medley, MD
Houston, Texas

I refer to the resolution of the Feder-
ation of Hindu Associations and the
brilliant reply given by Jayadvaita
Swami. It is so funny that the presi-
dent of the association calls himself a
protector of Hindu interests yet con-
| demns the Purdnas by calling them




obscure. If the Purdnas are obscure,
why do he and others attend so many
programs directly based on Purdanas?
Without the Puranas Hindu society
would have been left high and dry, as
the Vedas are high and the Upanisads
are dry for an ordinary Hindu. The
Puranas are the basis for restoring
the faith, and Srimad-Bhagavatam is
the pinnacle of all Puranas.
Prabhupada’s Krsna consciousness
movement is not endangering Hindu-
ism; it is the only organization which
has brought out the true essence of
Hinduism, namely following the
sandtana-dharma. Since it is based on
sastras [Vedic scriptures] and is high-
ly convincing in logic and content, it
is being accepted universally. The
proof is the spreading of the Hare
Krsna movement in every nook and
corner of the world. I congratulate
you for standing up for the truth
without any compromise to please a
few self-declared leaders.
Subuddhi Krsna Dasa
(Subodh Sangar)
Bangalore, Karnataka

What is all this bickering about? I am
a devout Hindu and my whole family
is also. I intend to die a Hindu. Yet
the FHA's resolution seems more out
of line than anything said in BTG. To
the best of my knowledge, BTG has
never said Lord Sti Rama is a demi-
god. Rama and Krsna are the same.

I and my whole family are very
grateful to ISKCON for all the
wonderful work they do around the
world—Food for Life programs,
outreach programs, etc. May I point
out that ISKCON’s temples are open
to all people of the world, no matter
their religion, race, or creed.

[n this age we are living in now
(the Age of Kali), let us not bicker.

Namaste. Sita Rama.

Mrs. A. Shiva
Hollywood, Florida

[ thank you for your very strongly
worded reply to Mr. Singh of the
Federation of Hindu Associations.
It was perfectly clear, scripturally

sound, and logically conclusive.
William C. Willis
San Diego, California

I was surprised by reading the FHA
Resolution. However, you have given
a very explicit, crystalline response
with extracts from the sastras.

I have been in the US since the
last twenty-seven years. I came from
India and was born into a Hindu
family. However, I did not have a real
knowledge about why Lord Krsna is
the only Bhagavan [Supreme Lord]

| and the demigods are servants of

Lord Krsna.

During 1971-72 when I saw devo-
tees in downtown San Francisco on
Market Street and Hollywood Street
in L.A., distributing BTG and
Bhagavad-gita, that really awakened
me, and [ decided to learn more
about Sri Krsna bhakti.

Finally, during the mid-eighties
my wife and I accepted Srila Sat-
svariipa Dasa Goswami as a spiritual
master and surrendered to Srila
Prabhupada’s mission.

If a person takes pride in becom-
ing a Hindu, then he should follow
the Hindu bible, the Gita, educate
others, and participate in many pious
activities and preach

(1) why a cow is to be protected,

(support the cow protection

program)

(2) be a vegetarian and eat

prasadam -

(3) read and obey Sri Bhagavad-

gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam

(humbly inquire more from Sastra,

guru, and a true sadhu).

(4) follow Lord Caitanya Maha-

prabhu’s message: bharata-

bhiimite haila manusya-janma
vara, janma sarthaka kari’ kara
para-upakara, “One who takes his
birth in the land of Bharata should
make his life perfect and then
preach to others.”

(5) Give up bodily concepts, learn

spiritual realization, and make this

life successful by going back to

Godhead. Otherwise the human

life is wasted.

This is Srila Prabhupada’s Centen-
nial Year. We followers of Srila
Prabhupada see this year as an op-
portunity to expand the Krsna con-
sciousness movement far and wide.

In these present days we see many
new people coming to ISKCON tem-
ples all over the world and inquiring
more about the Hare Krsna move-
ment. Srila Prabhupada’s literature,
the chanting of Hare Krsna, and
BTG will bring a revolution in the
impious life of a misdirected civiliza-
tion of the world.

Pradyumna Dasa
Baltimore, Maryland

NOTE: Not everyone was so pleased
with what we had to say. A magazine
in Malaysia has published an edi-
torial criticizing BTG for “twisting
of Vedic shlokas and the Gita to fit
their view of the Hindu pantheon.”
Stay tuned.

We'd like to hear from you. Please
send correspondence to: The Editors,
Back to Godhead, P O. Box 430,
Alachua, Florida 32616, USA.

Fax: (904) 462-7893.

E-mail: editors@iskcon.com

CORRECTIONS

In the timeline of Srila Prabhupada’s
life (BTG, January/February), sever-
al readers have pointed out a serious
omission: We failed to list Prabhu-
pada’s opening of Krsna conscious
schools (gurukulas) in Dallas (1972)
and Vrndavana (1977). Although we
couldn’t possibly list all of Prabhu-
pada’s accomplishments, these guru-
kula openings were milestones we
ought to have included.

The subtitle in the article on
Hanuman in the March/April issue
said that Hanuman was “sired by
Lord éiva," while the article men-
tioned Vayu as Hanuman’s father.
This may have caused confusion.

A standard reference mentions both
Siva and Vayu as Hanuman'’s father.
We are researching the topic and will
let you know what we find.
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(COUNTLESS
INCARNATIONS

Lord Krsna comes in many ways to draw us back to Him.

A lecture given in Los Angeles on October 1, 1972,

by His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

avatara hy asankhyeya/ hareh sattva-nidher dvijah
vathavidasinah kulyah / sarasah syuh sahasrasah

“O brahmanas, the incarnations of the Lord are
innumerable, like rivulets flowing from inexhaust-
ible sources of water.”

—Srimad-Bhrﬁgn vatam 1.3.26

HERE IS NO LIMIT TO the incarnations of

God, just as there is no limit to the waves in

the ocean. Sattva-nidheh. Nidhi means
“ocean,” and satftva means “existential.” Sattva also
means “goodness.” Here in the material world there
are three modes of nature: goodness, passion, and
ignorance. But real goodness is in the spiritual
world.

In the material world goodness is, of course,
taken as the highest quality, but such goodness is
liable to be infected by the other two qualities:
passion and ignorance. It is exposed. And here
goodness is also the cause of bondage. As passion
and ignorance are causes of bondage, material
goodness is also a cause of bondage.

So we have to transcend material goodness also.
Then, when we get stability of goodness, that is

Painting by Pariksit Dasa

spiritual life. Goodness disturbed by passion and
ignorance is not yet perfect. Therefore, sometimes
we find that one of our students is doing everything
nicely in goodness but he is attacked by passion and
ignorance and he becomes entangled.

Real goodness—without being attacked by pas-
sion and ignorance—is in God. Hareh sattva-nidheh.
The spiritual platform is called sattvam visuddham,
goodness unaffected by other qualities. Visuddham
means “completely pure, no adulteration.” As long
as we are on the material platform, goodness is
liable to be adulterated, just as the milk we pur-
chase from the market is adulterated. Although
there are so many laws by the government—*You
cannot adulterate”™—people have the propensity to
adulterate. So you cannot get pure things. The
whole atmosphere is so polluted.

Therefore here so-called goodness is also a cause
of bondage. One has the tendency to think, “Now
I have become a Vaisnava, a devotee. I have be-
come learned.” But God is so clever that He says,
“If you are so good, now you fight with passion and
ignorance.” And the person fails. He falls victim to
passion and ignorance.

Only by pure devotional service can you stay
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All the Vedanta knowledge will be revealed
within you, provided you have unflinching faith
in God and the spiritual master.

in pure goodness. Otherwise goodness
will be adulterated.

What is that pure devotional ser-
votional service means one has no
material desires. Material desires adul-
terate goodness. For example, if you
are a brahmacari—in goodness—but
you are always thinking of women and
sex, that is an adulteration of your
goodness. Such a personis describedin
the Bhagavad-gita as a cheater.

Therefore we have to think of Krsna
always. Otherwise, as soon as there is a
little loophole, maya will enter and
adulterate our goodness. Lord Krsna
says in the Bhagavad-gita (14.26):

marm ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhityaya kalpate

Anyone engaged in devotional ser-
vice without any adulteration can sur-
pass the three qualities of the material
world. At that time he becomes com-
pletely spiritualized.

SPIRITUAL SPARKS

Every one of us is a spirit soul, part
and parcel of God, but we are now
covered by the material qualities. We
are separated from God because due
to envy we want to imitate God.

“Oh, God s the enjoyer? Why can’t
I become an enjoyer?”

“Yes,” God says. “You become an
enjoyer.”

Then wefallinto the material world.

We may compare God to a fire and
the spirit souls to sparks of that fire. If
a spark leaves the fire and falls on dry
grass, a fire will start. If a spark falls on
green vegetation, there will be some
heat; the spark will not be extinguished
at once. But if a spark falls into water,
it will be extinguished immediately.

When a spirit soul who has fallen
contacts the mode of goodness, that is
like a spark falling on dry grass. A
person in the mode of goodness is al-
most on the spiritual platform. The
mode of goodness includes the brah-
minical qualifications: truthfulness, sim-
plicity, full knowledge, control of the
senses, control of the mind, practical
application of knowledge in life, and
complete faith in God.

The mode of passion can be seen in

strong desire to enjoy the material |

world. Generally kings and politicians
are very passionate to encroach upon
others’ property or other nations.

And the mode of ignorance—"All
right, let me eat something and sleep.”
That’s all. That is ignorance. A person
influenced by the mode of ignorance is
satisfied to get a good opportunity for
sleeping.

One hasto transcend the three quali-
ties of the material world. And anyone
can do that. Krsna does not say that
only the person in goodness, who has
the brahminical qualities, can be en-
gaged in devotional service. If you en-
gage in devotional service, you at once
transcend the three qualities. You be-
come more than a brahmana—you
become a Vaisnava. A Vaisnavais tran-
scendental even to the brahminical
qualities.

But if you do not maintain even the
brahminical qualities, then how are
you Vaisnava? To become a Vaisnava
is not so easy. But Lord Caitanya has
made it easy, provided you stick to the
regulative principles. Simply chant
Hare Krsna regularly. The chanting of
Hare Krsna is the special facility for
the people in this age. By chanting you

can remain steady in the transcenden- |

tal position. Ceto-darpana mdarjanar
bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam.
As soon as you stay on the platform of
offenseless chanting you become tran-
scendental to the material qualities.
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Verysimple. Youdon’thave tostudy
Vedanta. The Vedanta, or the conclu-
sions of Vedic philosophy, will be
revealed to you:

yasya deve para bhaktir
vatha deve tatha gurau

tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakasante mahatmanah

The Vedanta philosophy will be re-
vealed automatically. You haven’t got
to study. All the Vedanta knowledge
will be revealed within you, provided
you have unflinching faith in God and
the spiritual master.

THE MERCY OF
KRSNA AND GURU

In the Caitanya-caritamria it is said
that you can make advancement in
spiritual life by the mercy of Krsna and
guru. Don’t bypass the guru and try to
get Krsna’s mercy immediately. That

| will not work. You have to go through

the properchannel. Itiswrongto think,
“I shall make spiritual advancement
without a guru.” Even if you want to
see a big man you have to go through
his servant. You have to take permis-
sion. The servant may say to the big
man, “Sir, so-and-so wants to see you.
He appears to be a good man.” “Oh?”
the master says. “He is a good man?
All right, bring him.” The recommen-
dation of the servant is required.

Therefore we sing daily, vasya prasa-
dad bhagavat-prasadah: by the mercy
of the guru we get the mercy of God.
Yasvaprasadan na gatih kuto ’pi: if the
guruis not satisfied, the disciple makes
no advancement.

In today’s verseitissaid, “There are
many incarnations.” The guru is also
an incarnation of God-—the mercy
incarnation of God. God is within you
as caitya-guru, the guru within your
heart. I$varah sarva-bhiitandr hrd-dese



‘riuna tisthati. Krsna says that he is |
seated in everyone’s heart as the |
Supersoul, or Paramatma. So Param-
atma is an incarnation of God. And
when, being very merciful upon you,
Paramatma comes before you to teach
you from outside, that is the guru.
Therefore it is said, saksad-dharitvena
samasta-$astraih. The guruis the mercy
incarnation of God. Saksar means
“direct.” Hari-tvena means the guru is
Hari, God. Samasta-sastraih means “all
the scriptures.” It is not that some-
where it is stated that the guru is an
incarnation of God and somewhere it
is not stated. No. Itisstated in all Vedic
literature.

Then it is said, uktas tatha bhavyata
eva sadbhih. Uktah means “it is said.”
Sadbhih means “devotees.” Those who
are real devotees accept this. “Yes, the
guru is exactly a representative of
Krsna, a representative of Krsna’s
mercy.”

The disciple must respect the guru
as God, but the guru should not say,
“Now I have become God.” If he says
that, then he is immediately fallen. He
cannot say, “I am an incarnation of
God, so you simply worship me.”

Mayavadi, orimpersonalistic, gurus
say, “There is no difference between
God and me.” But a real guru says,
“I am a servant of the servant of
the servant of the servant of God.”
Gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-
dasanudasah . Though given the honor
of God, the real guru never declares
that He is God. He always says, “I am
the most fallen servant of God.”

COUNTLESS
INCARNATIONS

So as there are incessant waves on
the ocean, countless incarnations of
God are also coming. Why not? There
are innumerable universes, not one
universe. We have studied in the
Brahma-samhita: yasyaika-nisvasita-
kalam athavalambya jivanti loma-vilaja
jagad-anda-nathah. Jagad-andameans
“universe.” In each universe there is a
natha, or controller—Lord Brahma. So
just imagine. By the inhaling and ex-
haling of Maha-Visnu in the Causal
Ocean, so many universes are coming
out. And in every universe there are so
many planets. So just imagine how

many incarnations are required to en-
lighten the people in every universe.

We are all sons of God, and we are
trying to forget Him. But God cannot
forget us, because we are His sons.
Godistrying to reclaim us. Krsna Him-
selfis coming to canvass: “Why are you
rotting here? Why don’t you come?
Just surrender and be happy.”

“No. Ishallwork here.” From Brah-
ma down to the hog, everyone in the
material world is trying to be happy by

working. They will not surrender to
Krsna. But Krsna wants them to go
back home, back to Godhead. There-
fore He says in the Gita (18.66),

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekar Saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma sucah

“You have committed so many sin-
| ful activities during your material

NETNEWS -

The URLs for the main Krsna conscious sites
on the World Wide Web

hitp://www.wineasy.se/storm

HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE
In this visually appealing site organized by the
North Eumpean BBT, visitors can learn about the
Hare Krsna movement and the Mayapur project.

http://www.krsna.com/~btg

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE
See our new feature: The Transcendental Art Gallery.

hitp://www.harekrishna.com/~ara

HARE KRSNA HOME PAGE
~ Sponsored by the BBT in Los Angeles,
this site includes excerpts from Prabhupada’s books.

http://www-ece.rice.edu/~vijaypai/hkindex.html

THE HARE KRSNA INDEX
Leads the user to any ISKCON-affiliated WWW site.
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existence. There is no limit. But if
you surrender unto Me, I immediately
make you immune from all reactions
to your sinful life. Immediately.”

MERCY FOR
JAGAI AND MADHAI

our sinful activities and surrender to
Him. This is shown by the story of Lord
Caitanya’s deliverance of Jagai and
Madhai. These brothers were very
sinful. They were engaging in illicit
sex, intoxication, meat-eating, and
gambling. They had been born in a
nice brahmana family, but by bad
association they became drunkards,
gamblers, meat-eaters, and prostitute
hunters. They were simply creating
disturbances.

Such people will always create dis-
turbances. The whole world is now
disturbed. Why? Because it is full of
these sinful men: drunkards, gam-
blers, meat-eaters, and woman hunt-
ers. And people expect peace. Non-
sense. Where is peace? First of all
educate people to become sinless. Then
talk of peace. Otherwise, there cannot
be peace.

So these two brothers were creating
a disturbance in the street, and a crowd
had gathered. Lord Nityananda and

Haridasa Thakura, close associates of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, were out for
preaching. Lord Nityananda saw the
crowd and inquired, “What is this
crowd?”

Someone replied, “There are two

| most sinful brothers, and they are
| creating a disturbance. So there is a
Krsna simply wants us to give up

crowd.”

Nityananda Prabhusaid to Haridasa
Thakura, “Why not deliver these two
brothers? Then it will be a great credit
for Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

That is the mood of a preacher. He
wants the credit to go to his master, not
himself, even if he risks his life.

When Lord Nityananda approached
Jagai and Madhai to ask them to chant
Hare Krsna, one of the brothers hit
him in the head with a stone, and blood
came out.

Lord Nityananda said, “All right.
You have hurt Me. Blood is oozing out.
That doesn’t matter. Chant Hare
Krsna.”

Lord Nityananda is showing us how
we must preach. It is not that we only
stay safely somewhere and chant
Hare Krsna. No. We have to go out
and meet the Jagais and Madhais. That
is Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission,
because the world is full of Jagais and
Madhais.

When Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu

Hare krsna, Hare krsna
Krsna krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

10 BACK TO GODHEAD = MAY /JUNE 1996

heard that one of the brothers had
injured Nityananda Prabhu, He be-
came angry—like fire. If a devotee sees
Visnu or a Vaisnava insulted, he should
be firelike. Lord Caitanya taught, trnad
api sunicena: a devotee should be as
humble as straw in the street. But when
a devotee sees the Lord or the Lord’s
devotee insulted, the devotee should
not be like a straw—he should be like
fire. Caitanya Mahaprabhu showed this
by example. He became very, very an-
gry—"1 shall kill these two brothers
immediately!”

But Nityananda Prabhu entreated,
“Oh, My dear sir, in this incarnation
You have promised not to accept any
weapon. In Your incarnation as Lord
Ramacandra You took up weapons.
As Krsna also You took up weapons.
But this time You wanted to deliver
these poor souls. So don’t kill them.
Excuse them. Accept them.”

Nityananda Prabhu is the original
guru, and He was showing that the
guru’s business is to be very merciful.

Jagai and Madhai fell at Lord Cai-
tanya’s feet and said, “We are so sinful.
We have done wrong. Kindly excuse
us.”

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu made
one condition: “Your life is full of sin-
ful activities. So if you simply promise,
‘I shall not sin anymore.’ then I can
accept you.”

Jagai and Madhai said, “Sir, we’ll
not do these sinful things anymore.”

That vow is required. When you
are initiated, you promise: “No illicit
sex, no intoxication, no meat-cating,
no gambling.” But if you privately
do these things, then what kind of
person are you? Don’t be a cheater.
When you promise not to do these
things, don’t do them again. Then you
will remain in goodness. Nobody can
disturb you. And if you pollute your-
self silently, then goodness will go
away.

This is the warning. Once you are
initiated on the promise that you shall
not do these nonsense things, then you
remain perfectlyin goodness. Mam eva
ye prapadyante maydam etam taranti.
Maya cannot do anything. But if you
cheat yourself, cheat your spiritual
master, cheat God, then you will be

| cheated by maya.

Thank you very much. €



LORD KRSNA'S CUISINE

5 : COOKING CLASS: LESSON 24

by Yamuna Devi

SKCON DEVOTEES are now well

into the year-long celebration of
the Srila Prabhupada Centennial.
Seeds planted months, even years,
ago are now coming into full bloom
in the form of group achievements,
large festivals and conferences, and
programs for distributing large num-
bers of Srila Prabhupada’s books. For
a cook, everyday activity can be ten-
dered as a humble offering to glorify
Prabhupada. The result of a cook’s
service is krsna-prasadam, and by
eating and distributing it our lives
will gradually become more and
more spiritualized.

In many lectures, conversations,
and morning walks, Srila Prabhupada
stressed the importance of prasadam
distribution, but more important, he
lived his instructions. For example,
he kept a jar of prasadam under his
desk, and everyone who came to visit
him left with a taste of prasadam,
often received from Prabhupada’s
own hand. Prabhupada requested
temple managers to ensure that
guests received more than mere
tastes of krsna-prasadam, but rather
full plates. He showed us how the
loving exchange of offering and tak-
ing prasadam purifies the heart and
senses and pleases even those who
witness the exchange.

As I mentioned in the last column,
in this Centennial year, along with
the ongoing cooking-class topics we
will focus on items related to cooking
that Srila Prabhupada stressed. This
month: cleanliness.

Lord Krsna explains in the Gita
that Sawicam, or cleanliness, is an
aspect of knowledge. In a thirteenth-
chapter purport, Srila Prabhupada
explains, “Cleanliness is essential for
making advancement in spiritual life.
There are two kinds of cleanliness:
external and internal. External clean-

liness means taking a bath, but for
internal cleanliness, one has to think
of Krsna always and chant Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. This
process cleans the accumulated dust
of past karma from the mind.”

External Cleanliness

In India temple cooks are almost
exclusively members of the brahmana
caste. ISKCON cooks and helpers
may or may not be initiated brah-
manas, but in any case they are
expected to follow brahminical
standards of cleanliness. Brahmanas
generally bathe three times a day.
They wash their mouth, gums, and
teeth not only upon rising but any
time after eating. In fact, they wash
their hands, mouth, and feet even
after drinking or just nibbling.

Cooks must wear clean clothes
whenever they enter the kitchen, and
they avoid wearing in the kitchen the
same clothes they sleep in, even if the
clothes are clean. Temple cooks
never taste food while cooking, even
to adjust seasonings. Cooks who
follow these standards are considered
Suci, or “clean.”

A temple kitchen should be kept
as spotlessly clean as the Deity room.
In India the kitchen is designed for
cleanliness. Cleaners give mud stoves
a new wash of mud after each use and
wash the entire kitchen with water at
least twice a day, or after every meal
is cooked.

Clean Cookware

If there is one aspect of cleanliness
in the kitchen that Srila Prabhupada
stressed more than any other, it is
spotlessly clean cookware. Prabhu-
pada’s test for kitchen cleanliness was
the bottom of pots. He recalled how

i Cleanliness and Koftas

his mother would check the bottom of
every utensil for spots. Prabhupada
trained his cooks to clean his three-
tiered brass cooker until the sides and
bottom shone like gold. After cooking
on an open fire, I used ashes and earth
for the task, with excellent results.
Sometimes Prabhupada condemned
the pots in temple kitchens, saying that
a Vaisnava cook should not even touch
a pot with black spots on the bottom.
So now lets take a reality check.
Right now, are you sure there are no
black spots on the bottom of your
cookware? It doesn’t matter whether
you are a temple cook, a restaurant
chef, a traveling mendicant, or a
household cook—if you're unsure,
you're on shaky ground. You should
know that there are none—zilch—no
black spots on the bottom of your
pots, because that is the standard

| Prabhupada gave us.

Internal Cleanliness

Above I quoted from a Bhagavad-
gita purport where Srila Prabhupada
writes that the process for cleansing
the mind, heart, and senses is chanting
the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Chant-
ing is so simple, but the benefits are so
sublime. The best way to understand
the benefits is to chant and hear.
Devotees often play tapes of chanting
when they cook, because the maha-
mantra purifies the atmosphere of the
kitchen. I have seen the maha-mantra
work magic for years.

Spiritual cooking can be as power-
ful as prayer or meditation, a complete
absorption on the transcendental
platform. And hearing transcendental
sound can enhance the process.

While cooking, devotees also often
listen to tapes of classes on Krsna con-
sciousness, because the sound of glori-
fication of the Lord is as purifying as
the Lord’s holy name. In 1968 in
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~
POTATO KOFTA CAKES to mix. TOMATO CREAM
Place the potatoes between kitch-
(Serves 4-6) en towels, press out any excess wa-  (Makes about 3 cups)
ter,and add the potatoes to the other
These koftas are pan-friedintocrispy ~ dry ingredients. Using your hands, 1 tablespoon ghee or virgin
cakes made with spiced potatoes, mix until the mixture begins to stick olive oil
almonds, and bell peppers, bound  together. Scoop out '2-cup portions | teaspoon mustard seeds
together with a little chickpea flour.  of packed kofta mixture, press it be- ¥ teaspoon yellow asafetida
tween your hands to make 12 flat- Y4 cup tomato paste
2 pounds red potatoes, medium  tened balls, and set them aside on Y5 cup water
shredded trays. 1Y% cups yogurt or sour
14 cups chickpea flour Heat Y-inch of ghee or oil in two cream
1 teaspoon baking powder large nonstick skillets until hot but salt to taste
' tablespoon salt not smoking; then reduce the heat
' tablespoon red chili flakes tomedium high. Moistenyourpalms  Heat most of the ghee or oil in a
| tablespoon garam masala and flatten each ball slightly tomake  saucepan, add the mustard seeds,
1 tablespoon minced ginger a patty; then carefully slipitinto the  and when they begin to change color
root oil. Fry 3 or 4 koftas in each pan, add the asafetida. When the mus-
Y cup chopped almonds without crowding, until richly tard seeds pop, stir in the tomato
1 cup diced red bell pepper browned, 3 or 4 minutes per side, paste. Fry for a minute or so, add
' cup chopped cilantro turning once. the water, whisk to blend, and bring
ghee or peanut oil for frying Offer the koftas to Krsnaatonce  toaboil. Remove the saucepan from
or transfer them to baking traysand  the heat, and gently whisk in the
Place the shredded potatoes in a  keep them warm in a 250° oven for  yogurt or sour cream. Season with
colander and rinse well; set aside to  upto2hours. Serve 2to 3 koftas per  salt and pepper. Offer to Krsna.
drain. Combine the remaining in-  plate, with spoonfuls of warm To- Before use, gently rewarm, but do
gredients in a large bowl and toss  mato Cream. not boil.
o

Montreal, a new disciple was speak-
ing before Prabhupada during the
celebration of Prabhupada’s appear-
ance day. The devotee said that he
would feel his life perfect if every day
for the rest of his life he could simply
roll capatis and listen to tapes of
Prabhupada’s lectures. The disciple’s
words brought tears to Prabhupada’s
eyes. “Yes,” Prabhupada said.
“Thank you for thinking like that.”

Koftas

Now into the Light Meals and
Savories chapter of the class text-
book, Lord Krishna's Cuisine.

Served as a delicious side dish or
the center of a light meal, golden-
brown koftas are often relished with
“oohs” and “aahs.” Cooks in differ-
ent regions of India make and shape
koftas differently. Cooks in the North
most often make them by deep-frying
a ball of shredded radishes, cauli-
flower, and potato or panir cheese,
loosely bound with chickpea flour.
Cooks in the West and East might

| shape koftas into sautéed savory

cakes, like potato pancakes. And
cooks in the South might make
koftas with a mixture of vegetables
or ground dals, fried into feather-
light savory doughnuts.

For your cooking-class homework
make at least three kinds of koftas
from the class textbook plus the two
recipes above.

To further embellish your koftas,
you might consider a number of
chutneys or sauces. Sweet-tart
Green-Apple Chutney goes well with
Zucchini Kefta, Hot Green-Chili
Sauce would be perfect with Chick-

| pea Kofta; and Sour Cream Parsley

Sauce would go well with almost any
kind of kofta.

For a simple entrée, serve the
Potato Kofta Cakes and Tomato
Cream with basmati rice and a sauté
of seasonal vegetables.

Final Thoughts
One’s mind becomes clean by
honoring prasadam prepared in a
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neat and clean kitchen and offered to
Krsna with devotion. One day in_
Vrndavana, while I was pouring Srila
Prabhupada a glass of water from a
clay jug, he said that his disciples must
learn to act in a brahminical way,
carefully cultivating clean habits. If the
disciple fails to do things properly, he
said, it is not the disciple but the
spiritual master who is criticized. He
asked us to act in such a way as to
bring him credit, not dishonor. In this
Centennial year, let us all, old devo-
tees and new, offer Prabhupada the
honor and credit he deserves by living

| his teachings and sharing them with

others.
Until next time, have fun exploring
koftas.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’s
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times. Write to her in care of BTG.



It was a typical Saturday night, and
my parents had left for the evening.
Like many sixteen-year-olds left home
alone in America, I planned to do
something forbidden. But unlike many
sixteen-year-olds, my plans didn’t
include alcohol, cigarettes, girlfriends,
or late-night parties. Instead, I chose
to do something I couldn’t do when
my parents were home: put on tilaka.
As I mixed in my left palm the
creamy clay paste and applied it with
my rigkr ring finger in two parallel
lines on my forehead, I tried to con-
centrate on the holy names of Lord
Visnuw. But my mind kept drifting back
to how odd it was that something as
basic as putting on tilaka—something
millions of devotees of Lord Krsna do
every day—was, for me, forbidden . . .

WAS BORN and raised in the U.S.

by Indian immigrant parents from
prominent Hindu families. About six
years ago my parents took me to an
ISKCON temple, where I met some

devotees. Soon I started reading Srila |

Prabhupada’s books, and I found
what I had been searching for, for
what seemed like lifetimes—some-
thing that made sense in this crazy
world. Gradually, my dormant Krsna
consciousness began to reawaken.

At first my parents were happy [
was embracing my Vedic roots. But as
they realized that this was more than
just a passing fling or hobby, and as
they saw that I wanted to make Krsna
the center of my life, their pride
turned to nervousness. My chanting
made them nervous. My insistence on
prasadam made them nervous. And,
of course, my desire to wear Vaisnava
tilaka made them nervous.

Why? I wish I knew, but I really
don’t. Perhaps they felt that my striv-
ing to be a devotee would be a slap in
the face of the American dream of
material success. Perhaps they felt
they were losing their “little boy” to
God and didn’t want to let go.

INDIA'S HERITAGE

The Marks of a Warrior

by Vineet Chander

In any event, I grew to accept my
situation. The pain of separation from
the Vaisnava practices, however, was
hard to bear.

The Significance of Tilaka
Why should I make such a big deal
out of wearing tilaka? Because mark-
ing the body with #ilaka is much more
than just a simple Vedic ritual. Srila
Prabhupada’s books and the writings
of other Vaisnava dcaryas abound
with explanations of the significance
of tilaka.
The main function of filaka is to
mark the body as a temple of Visnu.
A devotee offers his life in the Lord’s
service and uses his body not to
gratify his senses but to glorify the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri
Krsna. So the body of the sincere
devotee is as much a temple as any
stone or mortar building, and it ought
to be ornamented with the bona fide
Vaisnava insignia—filaka.
Tilaka purifies and protects the
devotee. When the devotee applies
the markings and chants the appro-
priate mantras as taught by Srila
Prabhupada, he prays that he may
| remember Krsna and that Krsna may
protect him. The present age, Kali-
yuga, is full of demonic forces, but
tilaka and the mantras for applying it
protect devotees and help them
remember and serve the lotus-eyed
Lord. Even devotees unable to wear
tilaka publicly often apply water in-
stead of rilaka and chant the mantras
to obtain the benefits.
Possibly the most important rea-
son for the aspiring devotee to wear
tilaka is to remind himself and others
that we all are the Lord’s servants.
| Just as the policeman’s uniform re-
minds him of his duty, tilaka reminds
the aspiring devotee that he must act
properly as a Vaisnava. Tilaka also
helps remind him that he is a repre-
sentative of his spiritual master and

| the entire society of Vaisnavas and

that he should glorify, not disgrace,
them by his actions.

War Paint

In bygone days certain Native
American tribal warriors wore special
marks meant to protect themselves in
battle, identify themselves as sacred,
and boost their fighting spirit. Simi-
larly, we aspiring devotees must
declare war on maya. The Hare Krsna
maha-mantra is our best weapon, the
tilaka our mark as warriors. By wear-
ing tilaka, the devotee proclaims his
allegiance to Lord Krsna and His
devotees and gains the strength to
fight harder against the temptations of
maya and serve even more. The
devotees I know testify that when
they wear fresh tilaka they feel more
inspired and enthusiastic in their
devotional service. Indeed, wearing
tilaka helps transform a neophyte into

| astrengthened veteran in Lord Cai-

tanya’s transcendental army. Devotees
also gain inspiration from knowing
that Srila Prabhupada was pleased to
see his followers wearing rilaka. He
has written, “When [the devotees in
the Krsna consciousness movement|
are dressed with saffron-colored
cloth, with filaka on their foreheads
and beads in their hands and on their
necks, they look exactly as if they
have come directly from Vaikuntha.”
Some devotees, because of shyness
or fear of ridicule, do not mark them-
selves as Vaisnavas. But I've seen that

| although startling to some, the mark

of tilaka evokes interest, and even re-
spect, from others, and so we should
not feel shy or fearful to wear tilaka.
On this topic, Srila Prabhupada
told the story of a Hindu man who
wore tilaka to work even after his
Muslim employer had forbidden all
workers to do so. Since the man was
the only employee with the strength
of conviction to defy the order, the
Muslim employer decided to grant
him alone the privilege of freely
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wearing tilaka in the workplace.
Those restricted from wearing
tilaka must simply “hang in there.”
Remembering Lord Caitanya’s in-
struction to be more tolerant than a
tree, they should trust in Krsna and
guru with faith and devotion. Gradu-
ally my parents have come to appre-
ciate my desire to become a devotee.
It has been more than a year since
the day described in the beginning of
the article, and now my parents allow
me to wear tilaka and Vaisnava dress.
They even accompany me to the
temple. I attribute this to the mercy

of Lord Caitanya.

War against maya is never easy,
especially when she attacks in the
form of nervous parents. But with or
without filaka to enliven me, I must
fight with all my strength, calling out
to Lord Krsna for help.

Even though I’'m unworthy, I have
a request of all Vaispavas, young and
old alike: Please stay in your posi-
tions as servants of Srimati Radha-
rani. Please go on extolling the glo-
ries of the sankirtana movement of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. And
please, whenever and wherever you

can, wear your filaka in confidence.
Besides the reasons I've given here,
and besides the reasons given in
Vaisnava scriptures, please wear
tilaka—if for no other reason—simply
for the sake of those who cannot.

Vineet Chander, age 17, lives near New
York City, where he frequently visits
the ISKCON temple. He is the editor
of Lotus Voices, the monthly newslet-
ter of the ISKCON New York Youth
Forum. He invites correspondence at
76—42 266th St., New Hyde Park, NY
11040. Phone: (718) 347-5665.

"M Durga Devi and the
' Fabric of History

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

Srila Prabhupada Centennial note:
In the last issue I suggested growing
something to offer for Prabhupada’s
Centennial feast on his appearance
day in September. As you weed, water,
and fertilize flowers and vegetables
for the feast, remember to let the
plants hear you chant Hare Krsna
while you work.

Does your temple or your family
have cows or oxen? If possible, save
ghee so your temple can perform a
fire sacrifice for Prabhupada using
ghee from protected cows only. If the
grains offered into the fire are grown
by vour own oxen, that will make an
especially nice offering. Maybe you
can even offer Prabhupada cloth you
have made yourself.

Don’t miss this chance to glorify
Prabhupada with your efforts towards
self-sufficiency.

PART 2

I-AS'I‘ TIME WE SAW how women
in England in the 1700s and 1800s
set in motion the wheels of destruc-
tion of Western civilization. Their
desire for “Kali’s cloth,” calico cloth
imported from India, sped up the

coming of the industrial revolution
and its devastating effect on workers’
lives. Now we’ll see how the powerful
goddess of material energy degraded
civilization even further by entan-
gling people more and more in
material desires. And we’ll see how
Krsna’s pure devotee Srila Prabhu-
pada taught how to slash to shreds
the bonds of material attachment by
simple living and high thinking.

Modern Slavery

By the middle of the twentieth
century, a funny thing happened in
Western countries amid all the
material progress and improvement
in workers’ lives: Multinational
corporations discovered the miracle
of cheap labor in the Third World.
Once again, by a trick of the material
energy, cloth makers found a way to
make cheap cloth and clothing by
using women and children to do the
work. Today people are appalled to
learn of the wide use of exploited
children making rugs and clothing,
and of women workers locked in
Third World factories. But multina-
tional corporations like women
workers because, compared to men,
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woImen arce ChCE\pCI' and more
compliant.

Unfortunately, hiring practices
that favor women undermine the
family. A man without a job feels he
can’'t marry and support a family, but
sex goes on anyway, and the babies
keep coming. So when mother is at
work, who takes care of the children?
Who teaches them social values,
spiritual values? Who gives them
love? Is it any wonder that the gun
and the needle abound in countries
where the factory has practically
wiped out the roles of mother and
father? But, of course, that is not the
concern of business.

In fact, women workers don’t even
have to be in a Third World country
to be cheap, just from one. Indeed,
the industrial revolution seems to
have come full circle, because now
we find instances of cheap clothing
made in America with slave labor. In
August 1995 authorities discovered
about seventy illegal immigrants
from Thailand—all women—held
captive and forced to make clothing
for prestigious retailers. And exploi-
tation of illegal immigrants in places
like New York’s Chinatown appears




more widespread than authorities
had thought.

Reactions to Come

But whom should we pity the
most, the suffering workers or the
business owners who exploit them?
The Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.26.36)
tells us that people who enjoy wealth
earned by sinfully exploiting others
will soon pay a heavy price:

One who in this world or this life
is very proud of his wealth always
thinks, “I am so rich. Who can
equal me?”. . . Because of the sin-
ful things he does to earn money,
augment his wealth, and protect it,
he is put into the hell called Stici-
mukha, where the officials of
Yamaraja punish him by stitching
thread through his entire body like
weavers manufacturing cloth.

So what is that cloth we are wear-
ing? It’s the warp of the workers’
agony now and the woof of the busi-
nessmen suffering in the future. No
amount of boycotting and regulation
can create happiness from such a
product. Because machine civiliza-
tion is driven by sense gratification,
and because it relies on centraliza-
tion, it is by nature impersonal and
heartless. It is by nature opposed to
humanity—and opposed to spiritual
life.

So what is the solution? Prabhu-
pada’s solution is to redefine what
we mean by “progress” in human
civilization:

Devotee: Localization may be pos-
sible in India but not in America.
Prabhupada: Why?

Devotee: American people consider
it backward.

Prabhupada: Then they have to be
educated that “backward” is real life.
Devotee: They think they have
achieved a higher standard of free-
dom by traveling all over the world.
Prabhupada: Where is your free-
dom? Where is your freedom if for
your livelihood you have to go a hun-
dred miles? Why are you illusioned?
For your bread you have to go a hun-
dred miles by car or by train. So
where is your freedom?

Devotee: The freedom is in leisure
time.

Prabhupada: Where is this leisure

“Made from Our Own Wool”

The following excerpt from Sat-
svariipa Dasa Goswami’s Srila
Prabhupada-lilamrta offers a poi-
gnant example of how one devotee
used homespun wool for an offer-
ing to Prabhupada. The scene is in
Prabhupada’s room in Vrndavana,
near the end of his time on earth.

PARAMANANDADASA, the tem-
ple president of Srila Prabhupada’s
Pennsylvania farm project, Gita
Nagari, came to be with Prabhu-
pada. “So organize this farm proj-
ect,” said Prabhupada. “Simple
living. Human life is meant for God
realization. Try to help them.”

“We’'re always feeling your
presence very strongly, Srila
Prabhupada,” said Paramananda.
“Simply by your teachings and in-
structions. We are always meditat-
ing on your instructions.™

“Thank you,” said Srila Prabhu-
pada. “That is the real presence.
Physical presence is not impor-
tant.”

Paramananda had brought a
letter from his wife, Satyabhama.
Tamadla Krsna asked if he should
read it, and Prabhupada agreed.
Tamala Krsna read,

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble
obeisances. All glories to Your
Divine Grace.

This shawl is made of the wool
from our own sheep. It is spun and
woven here at Gita Nagari. Itis the
first piece we have made. While I

was working on it [ would always
think of you, of how I was sup-
posedly making you a gift. But
actually you are giving me the
gift of engagement in devotional
service. Srila Prabhupada, [ always
pray to Lord Nrsimhadeva to pro-
tect you and allow you to stay with
us to finish your books. But I think
today the rain falling from the sky
is actually the tears of the demi-
gods, crying at the prospect of
your departure. [ am also crying.
Even Krsna cried at the passing
of Grandfather Bhisma. So I have
aright to cry. I cannot be so philo-
sophical to say that you are always
present in your books and teach-
ings, although I know these things
are true. I will miss you so much,
Srila Prabhupada, if you go. I beg
that I may always remain your
menial servant and devotee.
Your humble servant,
Satyabhama Dasi

“Thank her,” said Srila Prabhu-
pada,and he reached for the shawl.
*Made with our wool.” 1

“So you'll take rest now, Srila
Prabhupada?” suggested Tamala
Krsna.

“Umhm,” said Prabhupada.
“This can be on the foot.” And he
gestured that the saffron-colored
shawl be put as a blanket on his
bed. Tears came from his eyes as
he lay back.

NOTE: This shawl can still be seen on
the altar of the temple at Gita Nagari.

time? You rise early in the morning
and start for your office. Where is
your leisure time? This is all imagina-
tion. ... Leaders, rich men can think,
“I have leisure.” But the workers in
the lower class—they have no free-
dom. No, it is we who are trying to
give freedom to everyone, real free-
dom. Now you are forced to go to the
factory and work in a hellish condi-
tion of life. Is that freedom?
(Conversation on a train in India,
January 11, 1977)

Defining “Progress”

So progress does not mean that we
import cloth from the other side of
the world, manufactured by women
and children treated like slaves.
Progress does not mean setting aside
humanity and spiritual life to make
way for the triumph of the machine.
These things are not progress.

Srila Prabhupada defines progress
differently: Progress means to orga-
nize society so that each person’s
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work is a loving offering to Krsna.
That is called the daiva varnasrama
organization of society. In progres-
sive varpdsrama, society is arranged
so that people can make cloth right in
their own homes. Very simple. No
exploitation, no slavery. Making cloth
at home is part of a way of life that
makes room for spiritual realization.

N MANY PLACES in his books

Srila Prabhupada describes the
wonders of prasadam, food prepared
with devotion and offered to Krsna.
Prabhupada discusses such merits of
prasadam as how it effectively immu-
nizes one against the contamination
of the material nature, how it frees
one from becoming a ghost after
death, and even how it is considered
ecstatic nectar from the lips of Lord
Krsna. In the Caitanya-caritamria
(Madhya-lila, 4.93, purport) Srila
Prabhupada writes:

The Krsna consciousness move-
ment vigorously approves this
practice of preparing food, offering
it to the Deity, and distributing it

to the general population. This
activity should be extended uni-
versally to stop sinful eating habits
as well as other behavior befitting
only demons. A demoniac civiliza-
tion will never bring peace to the
world. . .. When the people take to
eating only prasadam offered to the
Deity, all the demons will be turned
into Vaisnavas. . .. Itis then and
then only that a peaceful condition
can prevail in society.

Because prasadam is sanctified
food and should be eaten with
respect, we speak of eating prasadam
as “honoring™ or “respecting” it. Srila
Prabhupada relished respecting the
Lord’s prasadam and enjoyed seeing
others do so. In early ISKCON days
he cooked and distributed the Sun-
day “love feast.” And he kept a jar of
syrupy gulabjamuns on hand for any

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Wonderful Prasadam

by Rohininandana Dasa

As Prabhupada put it, “It is my ambi-
tion that all devotees may remain self
independent by producing vegeta-
bles, grains, milk, fruits, flowers, and
by weaving their own cloth in hand
looms. This simple life is very nice. .
Simple village life saves time for

other engagements, like chanting the

| Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”

of his spiritual children who might
feel peckish. The sweets became
known as “ISKCON bullets”—tasty
weapons against maya. Prabhupada
once popped a gulabjamun into his
mouth and exclaimed, “We are eating
our way back to Godhead!” Even in
1977 in Vrndavana, after months of
fasting because of what would prove
a fatal illness, Prabhupada called for
his senior leaders, and in a faint, con-
cerned voice he inquired, “Are the
devotees getting enough prasadam?”

Once, after a festival in Mayapur,
West Bengal, Prabhupada looked out
from his veranda and saw some
women and children licking used
banana-leaf plates thrown on the
rubbish heap. With compassionate
intensity he said that no one within
ten miles of an ISKCON temple

| should ever go hungry.

Preparing Prasadam

The Caitanya-caritamria offers
detailed lists of preparations cooked
for Krsna and then relished as krsna-
prasadam by Lord Caitanya and His
devotees. Lord Caitanya was con-
cerned that prasadam should be
served as nicely as possible, and He
often served the devotees Himself.
Of course, no one would eat until the
Lord had begun, and so after serving
everyone for a while He had to sit
down and begin eating, as some of
His senior followers continued
serving.

With this background the mem-
bers of the Krsna consciousness
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In this way Prabhupada taught
the importance of simple living and
high thinking so we can throw off
Durga Devt’s cloak of ignorance and
become Krsna conscious.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, is co-editor of the
newsletter Hare Krsna Rural Life.

| movement have been busy for the last

thirty years cooking and distributing
large amounts of prasadam, and
therefore the movement has some-
times been referred to as “the kitchen
religion.”

Prasdadam, which literally means
“mercy,” nourishes the body, mind,
and soul. It can liberate anyone from
material bondage and bestow krsna-
prema, love of Godhead. Prasadam is

| so powerful because food offered to
| the Lord becomes transformed into

a spiritual substance nondifferent
from Him. In a purport to Bhagavad-
gita (4.24) Srila Prabhupada explains
how this is so: “The Absolute Truth
covered by maya is called matter.
Matter dovetailed for the cause of the
Absolute Truth regains its spiritual
quality.”

From this quotation we can see
how the concept of prasadam extends
beyond food to anything with a con-
nection to Krsna. As soon as some-
thing or someone is connected to
Krsna, it, she, or he becomes spiritual-
ized—Krsna-ized.

The secret of this conversion is
love. Krsna is attracted by the humi-
lity and love of His devotee. The
spice of love is the tasty ingredient
that induces the Lord to eat an
offering. Devotees therefore try to
do everything with love. Their words,
thoughts, and actions are heartfelt.

Offering with Love
The Caitanya-caritamrta relates
that the great devotee Madhavendra



Puri saw his Deity, Gopala, eat a
large offering of food and replace it
with spiritual food, prasadam.
Although the prasadam looked the
same, the unoffered food had
become transformed. ;

Srila Prabhupada says that to
achieve the same result is very easy.
“EBven the poorest of the poor,
without any kind of qualification,”
can offer Krsna something, he says.
If anyone offers even a leaf or a little
fruit or water in “genuine love,” the
Lord will be pleased to accept it.

We can develop the required love
for Krsna in the company of those
who already love Him. We get that
company in two ways: by physical
proximity to a pure devotee and,
more important, by associating with a
pure devotee’s instructions. So in the
absence of the physical association of
a devotee, when we, for instance,
cook something at home under his
direction, we are in his company.
And when, with whatever love to
which we have access, we make our
offering to Krsna through such a
pure devotee, we can be confident he
will offer it to the Lord on our behalf
and the Lord will accept it.

Eating Our Way Home
Our position is therefore bright
with the hope that we will be able to

Devotees
honor
prasadam
while on
pilgrimage in
Mayapur,
West Bengal.

“eat our way” home to the spiritual
world, where at lunch time Krsna
and His cowherd-boy friends sit
together on the sandy bank of the
Yamuna River, where they have
transcendental fun discovering the
delicious sweets in their lunch boxes,
where they feed one another, steal
from one another, pretend to steal
from one another, play all kinds of

| childish pranks, and laugh.

And one day, like these ever
young boys and all other inhabitants
of the spiritual world, we’ll have no
need to eat to live. Our eating will be
a way of relishing loving feelings. We
will be so fully immersed in and
saturated by pure love that we will
have no use or need for anything
else. Our bodies, composed of pure
spiritual essence nondifferent from
ourselves, will express our love for
Lord Krsna and for one another. We
will then know what it means to wear
our hearts on our sleeves.

Until such a time, we can continue
with confidence with our Krsna
conscious practices and as often as
possible respect prasadam in the
company of family and friends. To
help us honor Krsna’s prasadam with
devotion, before we sit down to eat
we can recite the following prayer by
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura in
Bengali, English, or both:

Sarira avidya-jal
Jjodendriya tahe kal

Jive phele visaya-sagore
td@’ra madhye jivha ati
lobhamoy sudurmati
ta’ke jeta kathina samsare
krsna baro doyamoy
koribare jivha joy
sva-prasad-anna dilo bhai
sei annamata pao
radha-krsna-guna gao
preme dako caitanya-nitai

“0O Lord, this material body is a lump
of ignorance, and the senses are a
network of paths leading to death.
Somehow or other we have fallen
into the ocean of material sense
enjoyment, and of all the senses the
tongue is the most voracious and
uncontrollable. It is very difficult to
conquer the tongue in this world. But
You, dear Lord Krsna, are very kind
to us. You have given us this nice
prasadam just to control the tongue.
So now let us take this prasadam to
our full satisfaction and glorify Their
Lordships Sr1 Sr1 Radha and Krsna,
and in love call for the help of Lord
Caitanya and Prabhu Nityananda.”

Rohininandana Dasa lives in south-
ern England with his wife and their
three children. Write to him in care of
Back to Godhead.

esp(] eleimwe

MAY / JUNE 1996 « BACK TO GODHEAD 17



“Cry for Krsna”

A brief life sketch of His Divine Grace Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja.

by Parantapa Dasa, Raghava
Pandita Dasa, and Gokula Dasa

IS DIVINE GRACE
Gour Govinda Swa-
mi Maharaja, a pure

devotee and very dear dis-
ciple of His Divine Grace A.
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, passed away
from this world on Feb-
ruary 9, 1996, in the sacred
place Sridham Mayapur. To
solicit his blessings upon us,
we pay our homage with this
brief account of his life of per-
fect devotion.

His Divine Grace made
his appearance on Septem-
ber 2, 1929, in the village of
Jagannatha-pura,not far from
Jagannatha PuriDhamain the
state of Orissa, India. His fam-
ily were strict Vaisnavas in

the disciplic line from Syﬁm-
ananda Pandita, the great follower of Lord Caitanya
Mahéaprabhu.

Having performed auspicious ceremonies
(sarnskaras) according to Vedic tradition, his par-
ents begot their first son, whom they named Braja
Bandhu. Sri Braja Bandhu, as His Divine Grace
was then known, grew up in the village of Gadai-
giri, where he practiced devotional service to Krsna
from his early childhood. His grandfather, he later
said, was a paramahariisa whose only business was
to chant Hare Krsna and cry before the Deity of
Krsna, known locally as Sri Gopal Jiu. To begin

Braja Bandhu's education, this grandfather taught |
him how to count by chanting the Hare Krsna |

maha-mantra on one’s fingers.

CHILDHOOD
DEVOTION

Braja Bandhu’s father
would read to Braja Bandhu
from Srimad-Bhagavatam,
completing all twelve cantos
once a year. By the age of
eleven Braja Bandhu had
heard Srimad- Bhagavatam six
times.

From the age of about five,
SriBraja Bandhu would travel
in the company of his uncles
from village to village, chant-
ing Hare Krsna and singing
the songs of Vaisnava acaryas
like Narottama Dasa Tha-
kura. Absorbedin the kirtana,
young Braja Bandhu would
sometimes dance ecstatically.
The people of Gadai-giri have
been among the most famous kirtana performers
in Orissa since the time of Syamananda Prabhu
(mid-sixteenth century). Three hundred years ago
in the temple registers of Jagannatha Puri, the king
of Orissa wrote that the kirtana party of Gadai-giri
should come to perform kirtana for Lord Jagan-
nathawhenever possible. In Orissa they are seen as
kirtana-gurus. )

From the age of six, Sr1 Braja Bandhu wor-
shiped the Deity of Gopal by making garlands and
sometimes, under the light of a candle, singing
hymns for Him from palm-leaf manuscripts. Braja
Bandhu would never take any food not first of-
fered to Gopal. ;

By the age of eight Sri Braja Bandhu had read

PR BSIPREERL
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Right: Gour Govinda Swami lecturing in Bhubaneswar, Orissa.
Above: Gour Govinda Swami’s Deity Sri Gopal Jiu.
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Gour Govinda Maharaja later reminisced,
“I thought, ‘Yes! This Swami has fulfilled the prediction
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. | must meet him.’”

the entire Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta and could also explain their
meanings. As his erudition increased
he began to give discourses, which
attracted many people from the sur-
rounding villages. At night many
villagers would come to hear his re-
citation of the Oriya Bhdagavatam,
Ramayana, and Mahabharata.

Braja Bandhu was noted for his de-
tached nature. He always avoided the
frivolous play of his peers. From the
very beginning of his life he was ab-
sorbed in chanting Hare Krsna, study-
ing Vaisnava literature, and worshiping
his beloved Gopal.

IDEAL
HOUSEHOLDER

After the death of his father in 1955
he became responsible for maintain-
ing the family. And when he entered
household life, on the request of his
mother, family burdens increased. He
met his wife, Srimati Vasanti Devi, for
the first time during the marriage cer-
emony. Owing to financial constraints
he could not avail himself of university
education. But he prepared himself
at night to attend the examinations.
Within two months he successfully
graduated among the top students of
Utkal University. In this way he com-
pleted his Bachelor of Arts and later
his Bachelor of Education.

Despite many responsibilities, his
devotion to Gopal never slackened.
He would rise at 3:30 AM., chant
Hare Krsna, worship tulasi, and speak
to his family from the Bhagavad-gita.
He meticulously kept a diary of his
devotional schedule.

During his time as a householder he
adopted the profession of a school
teacher. He accepted teaching posi-
tionsin different towns of Orissa, where
he is still fondly remembered to this

20

| day. He would take every opportunity
to speak to his students about Krsna
and the devotional principles. (Thirty
years later some of his students would
become his disciples.)
Living as a perfect sense-controlled
householder, he begot seven children
exactly according to Vaispava prin-

ciples. He always welcomed wander- |

ingsadhus (saintly persons) and offered
them whatever he had at his disposal.
On Sundays he would invite interested
people to his home to hear from
Bhagavad-gita and acceptsome halava
prasadam. During leave from his teach-
ings duties he would travel with his
family or friends to holy placesinsearch
of sadhus. But he always felt that his
family obligations were detrimental to
his spiritual aspirations. He later said,
“I'was always thinking of when I would
get out of that situation.”

MEETING
PRABHUPADA

On April 8, 1974, his deep devotion
to Krsna called him to renounce worldly
life. At the age of 45 he left home and
relatives, took up the name Gour Go-
pal, and went out in quest of spiritual
perfection. Carrying only a Bhagavad-
gita and a begging bowl he wandered
around India for one year and visited
many sacred places along the Ganges
River. He was searching for his eternal
spiritual master. After many philo-
sophical debates with mayavadi san-
nyasis and yogis in the Himalayas, he
proceeded on foot to Vrndavana, think-
ing that in Krsna’s dear abode his de-
sire would certainly be fulfilled.

Two weeks after arriving in Vrnda-
vana he saw a huge signboard that read

“International Society for Krishna
| Consciousness, Founder—ficarya His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada.” Then he met a |

group of Western devotees, who gave
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him a copy of Back to Godhead maga-
zine. When he read how Srila Prabhu-
pada had spread the chanting of Hare
Krsna all over the world, he remem-
bered a verse from Caitanya Bhagavata
predicting the worldwide spread of this
chanting:

prthivite ache yata nagaradi-grama
sarvatra pracara haibe mora nama

Gour Govinda Maharajalater remi-
nisced, “I thought, “Yes! This Swami
has fulfilled the prediction of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. I must meet him.”” At
last Braja Bandhu was to meet his eter-
nal spiritual master, whose association
he had been awaiting for such a long
time.

When Sri Braja Bandhu, a dishey-
eled sadhu, entered Srila Prabhupada’s
room and introduced himself, the first
question Srila Prabhupada asked was
“Have you taken sannyasa?” Braja
Bandhureplied that he had not. “Then
Iwill give yousannyasa!” Srila Prabhu-
pada said. Understanding that Srila
Prabhupada knew his heart, Braja
Bandhu surrendered himself at Srila
Prabhupada’s lotus feet.

Srila Prabhupada at once arranged
a room for him and engaged him in
translating Back to Godhead into Hindi.
Within a year, Srila Prabhupada gave
him first and second initiation.

BHUBANESWAR MISSION

In 1975, at the opening of ISKCON’s
Sri Sri Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Srila
Prabhupada awarded him the order of
sannyasa, giving him the name Gour
Govinda Swami Maharaja. Then Srila
Prabhupada sent him to spread Krsna
consciousness in Orissa and construct
a temple on a newly donated property
in the state capital, Bhubaneswar.

At that time, the donated land was

(please turn to page 39)
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Nrsimhadeva
Comes
o Mayapur

of the Lord in his fiercest form, but at first
no sculptor was willing to carve Him.

by Atma-tattva Dasa (as told to Srimati Devi Dasi)

N MARCH 24, 1984, at 12:20
A.M., thirty-five men armed
with weapons and bombs at-

tacked Sri Mayapur Chandrodaya
Mandir, ISKCON’s center in Maya-
pur, West Bengal. When the dacoits
tried to steal the deities of Srila
Prabhupada and Srimati Radharani,
the devotees fearlessly challenged the
attackers. How could the devotees

aprecedent: When dacoits had threat-
ened the devotees at the Yoga-Pitha,
the nearby birthsite of Lord Caitanya,
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and his
son Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura had promptly installed Sri
Sri Laksmi-Nrsirihadeva (the Lord
and His consort). There were no fur-
ther disturbances.

Other devotees in Mayapur were

see Srila Prabhupada and Srimati
Radharani carried away? Both sides
fired shots, and people on both sides were injured.
Srila Prabhupada was rescued, but the Deity of
Radharani was not.

The incident greatly disturbed the devotees.

They had faced violence and harassment before, |

and now the management wanted a permanent
solution. One manager suggested installing a Deity
of Lord Nrsithhadeva, Krsna’s ferocious incarna-
tion as half-man, half-lion, worshiped especially as
the protector of His devotees. The manager cited

Atma-tattva Dasa

not so keen to follow that example.
According to scriptural rules, Lord
Nrsimhadeva’s pajari, or priest, must have been
celibate from birth, and the worship must be strict
and regulated. Who would be prepared to worship
Him?

Despite such hesitancy, the managers asked me
and an artist, Bhaktisiddhanta Dasa, to draw some
sketches. They said the Deity’s legs should be bent,
as if He were ready to jump, He should be looking
around ferociously, His fingers should be curled,
and flames should be coming from His head. We

Photos by Yamaraja Dasa
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sketched a Deity in this mood, in which
Heisknown as Ugra Nrsimha—"Fierce
Nrsimha.”

The devotees liked it, and Panka-
janghri Dasa agreed to worship Him.
Radhapada Dasa, a devotee from Cal-
cutta, offered to sponsor the carving
and installation of the Deity. It seemed
Lord Nrsimhadeva’s appearance in
ISKCON Mayapur would be a simple
straightforward affair. Radhapada
Dasa promptly gave 130,000 rupees,
and we planned to have the Deity ready
for installation in three months.

I left for South India to get the work
started. By Krsna’s grace I soon found
a famous sthapati, or Deity sculptor.
The man was obliging until I men-
tioned that the Deity we wanted carved
was Ugra Nrsimha. He emphatically
refused to make such a Deity. I then
approached many other Deity sculp-
tors, but the answer was always the
same—nao.

After six months and several trips
to South India, Lord Nrsimhadeva had

not yet manifested in His Deity form.
Radhapada Dasa was anxious to see
Lord Nrsimhadeva installed in Maya-
pur, and he asked me to visit the first
sthapati and once again plead our case.

This time the sculptor was a little
more congenial and offered to read me
a chapter from the Silpa-sastra, the
Vedic scriptures on sculpture and
temple architecture and engineering.
He read aloud some verses describing
Lord Nrsimhadeva—His flamelike
mane, His searching glance, and His
posture, knees bent, one foot forward
ready to jump out of a pillar.

I was amazed. This was exactly what
we wanted. I showed him the sketch I
had done. He was impressed and of-
fered to draw an outline based on the
scriptural description. We could use
the outline as a guide for carving the
Deity. He reminded me, though, that
he would not carve the form himself.

The sthapati took a week to do the
sketch, and it was impressive. I re-
turned to Mayapur and showed the
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sketch to the temple authorities. Ev-
eryone wanted this same sthapati to
carve the Deity. Once again I was sent
back to South India to convince him.

I went straight to the sthapati’s
house. I felt anxious. What could I do
but pray to Lord Nrsimhadeva to be
merciful and agree to manifest Him-
self in our temple in Sridham Maya-
pur? I had hardly said two sentences
when the man matter-of-factly said he
would carve the Deity.

The sthapati had approached his
guru, the Saflkare’lcﬁrya of Kanchi-
puram, about our request. His guru
had at once replied, “Don’t do it. Your
family will be destroyed.” But then,
after a moment’s reflection, the guru
asked, “Who has asked you to carve
this Deity?” When he heard that it was
the Hare Krsna people from Mayapur,
he became very concerned. “They want
Ugra Nrsimha? Are they aware of the
implications of carving and installing
Ugra Nrsimha? Such Deities were
carved over three thousand years ago



by elevated sthapatis. There is a place
on the way to Mysore where a very
ferocious Ugra Nrsimha is installed.
The demon Hiranyakasipuis torn open
on His lap, and the demon’s intestines
are spilling out all over the altar. Once
the standard of worship there was very
high, with an elephant procession and
a festival every day. But gradually the
worship declined. Today that place is
like a ghost town. The whole village is
deserted. No one can live there peace-
fully. Is that what they want for their
project?”

The sthapati replied,

€er

They are in-

sistent. They are constantly coming to |
talk to me about the Deity. Apparently |
they have some problem with dacoits.” |

Handing his guru a sketch of the Deity,
he said, “This is the Deity they want.”
His guru took the sketch and looked
at it knowingly.
“Ah, this is ugra category,” he said.
“But a Deity in this particular mood is

called Sthanu Nrsimha. He doesn’t ex- |
iston this planet. Even the demigodsin |
the heavenly planets don’t worship a |
form like this. Yes, this Deity belongs |

to the ugra category. Ugra means ‘fero-
cious, veryangry.’ There are nine forms
within this category. They are all very
fierce. The one they want is Sthanu
Nrsimha: stepping out of the pillar. No.
Don'’t carve this Deity. It will not be
auspicious for you. I will talk with you
about this later.”

A few nights later the sthapati had a
dream in which his guru came to him
and said, “For them you can carve
Sthanu Nrsimha.”

The next morning the sthapati re-
ceived a hand-delivered letter from
Kanchipuram. The letter, from the
gaﬁkarfwﬁrya, gave some instructions
regarding temple renovations. There
was a footnote. It read, “For ISKCON
you can carve Sthanu Nrsimha.”

The sthapati showed me the letter
and said, “I have my guru’s blessings. |
will carve your Deity.”

I was overjoyed. I gave him an ad- |

vance payment and asked him how
long carving the Deity would take. He
said the Deity would be ready for in-
stallation within six months. I returned
to Mayapur.

After four peaceful monthsin Maya-
pur, I decided to go to South India to
buy the heavy brass paraphernalia

required for Nrsimhadeva worship and
then collect the Deity. The trip was
well organized and trouble-free until 1
visited the sthapati. I explained to him
that I had bought all the paraphernalia
for the worship and had come to collect
the Deity.

He looked at me as if I'd lost my
senses. “What Deity?” he exclaimed.
“I haven’t even found the suitable
stone!”

I couldn’t believe my ears.

“Butyoutold me He would be ready
in six months.”

“I will keep my promise,” he said.
“Six months after I find the stone, the
Deity will be ready for installation.”

His reply was emphatic, but I just
could not understand or accept the
delay. In frustration I challenged him,
“There are big slabs of stone all over
South India. What’s the problem?”

He looked at me the way a teacher
would view a slow student and said
deliberately, “I'm not making a grind-
ing mortar. I'm making a Deity. The
scriptures tell us that only a stone that
has life can be used to make a Visnu
Deity. When you hitseven points of the
stone slab and each makes the sound
mentioned in the scriptures, then that
stone may be suitable. But there is a
second test to indicate whether the

stoneis living stone. There is a bug that
eats granite. If it eats from one side of
the stone to the otherand leaves a com-
plete trail visible behind it, then the
second test of living stone has been
passed. That stone is living stone, and
expression can manifest from it. Only
from such a slab can I carve your
Nrsimhadeva. Such stone speaks po-
etry. All features of a Deity carved
from such stone will be fully expressive
and beautiful. Please be patient. I've
been searching sincerely for your six-
foot slab.”

I was amazed and a little anxious.
The devoteesin Mayapur were expect-
ing the arrival of the Deity soon. How
was [ going to explain the “living stone”
search to them? Maybe they would
decide tomake Nrsirmhadeva from mar-
ble. I turned to what I thought would
be an easy subject: “Please forgive me,
but I forgot to tell you last time I came
that we also want a deity of Prahlada.*
We want to worship Prahlada-Nrsimha-
deva. What do you think?”

“I don’t think that will be possible,”
the sthapati replied matter-of-factly. I
looked at him incredulously, not sure

(please turn to page 58)

*The devotee for whom Lord Nrsimha-
deva originally appeared.

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

from Lord Nityananda Prabhu.

the compiler of the Vedas.

Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura
Appearance Day: May 14

V rnddvana Dasa Thakura was the son of Narayani Devi, a niece
of Srivasa Thakura, one of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s principal
associates. When Narayani was a young girl, Lord Caitanya would
give her remnants of His meals. Once the Lord ordered her to chant
the name of Krsna, and although she was only four years old, her
devotion was so strong that while chanting she fainted in ecstasy.
Vrndavana Dasa was born shortly after the disappearance of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and, at age twenty, accepted formal initiation

Vrndavana Dasa wrote a biography on Lord Caitanya entitled

Sri Caitanya Bhagavata. Devotees in the line of Lord Caitanya
accept Vrndavana Dasa Thakura asanincarnation of Srila Vyasadeva,

(Full calendar, page 63)

MAY / JUNE 1996 « BACK TO GODHEAD 25



Having easily strung the mighty bow, Arjuna takes aim at the target.



MAHABHARATA

THE HISTORY OF GREATER

INDIA

Arjuna

ins Draupadi

Disguised as a brahmana, Arjuna steps forward
to meet the challenge that has
humiliated the powerful young kings.

Translated from Sanskrit
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampdayana is telling the history of
the Pandavas to their greai-grandson, King
Janamejaya. As the Mahabharata continues, the
Pandavas, disguised as brahmanas, are attend-

ing a ceremony in which Princess Draupadi will |

choose a husband from among many young
kings. Draupadi’s father set up a challenge for
her suitors: They must string a mighty bow and
pierce a difficult target. The other kings having
failed, the Pandava Arjuna now steps forward.

HEREUPON, WHEN ALL the kings

had given up their attempt to string

the bow, the wise Arjuna rose up from

the midst of the brahmanas. Seeing that Arjuna,

Prtha’s son, shining like the flag of Indra, had

set out for the center of the arena, the leading

brahmanas cried out and shook their deerskins.

Some were unhappy to see a brahmana going

to compete with warriors, and others were filled
with joy.

The sages were considered experts, and they

lived by their intelligence. Some of them said

to one another, “The kings of the earth, led by
Karna and Salya, mighty monarchs renowned
in all the world as masters of the military sci-

| ence, could not bend the bow. How then can a

mere brahminical student, frail, lacking stamina,
and untrained in weapons, string the bow? The
kings will ridicule us brahmanas when this whim-
sical and thoughtless act comes to nothing.

“Whether out of pride or impulsiveness or
unsteadiness in his life as a religious student, he
has gone out to string the bow. He must be
stopped! For God’s sake, don’t let him go! We
shall not be ridiculed in public so that we are no
longer taken seriously. And we shall not risk a
conflict with all the kings of the world.”

But others disagreed.

“This young man looks very good. He’s built
like the trunk of the king of elephants. His
thighs, arms, and shoulders are bulging with
muscles, and he seems as steady and hard to
move as the Himalayan mountains.

“We can infer from his bold confidence that
the task of stringing the bow and piercing the

[Mustrations by Puskara Dasa
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When King Drupada desired to give his daughter
to the great-spirited brahmana who had won her,
fury rose among the assembled kings.

target is actually possible for him. He
has power and great daring. A weak

man could not go out there alone as |

he is doing. And after all, whether
among gods, human beings, or lower
life the brahmanas can accomplish any
task. Eating only water or living on air
or collecting fruits in the forest,
brahmanas are fixed in their vows. And
though apparently weak, by their spiri-
tual power they are very strong. A
brahmana should never be scorned,
whether he behaves properly or has
committed some fault, whether his
work in this world is great or small, and
whether his work brings apparent joy
Or SOrrow.”

AN EASY TASK
FOR ARJUNA

Coming to the center of the arena,
Arjuna, as unmoving as a mountain,
simply stood by the bow. Then he re-
spectfully walked around the bow,
keeping it to his right, and bowed
down, touching his head to the ground.

Then that fiery warrior happily took
the bow in his hands. In the wink of an
eye Arjuna fastened the cord, took the
five arrows in his hands, and shot the
target. Pierced by Arjuna’s shafts, the
target fell suddenly onto the earth.

The heavens burst into sound, and
a great roar filled the stadium. Indra,
the lord of heaven, showered flowers
on the head of Arjuna, the slayer of
the wicked. Throughout the stadium
people waved their cloths in jubilation.
Some cried out in wonder, and others
shouted their disapproval, while show-
ers of flowers fell from the sky, cover-
ing the land with celestial blossoms.
Hundred-piece bands broke into song,
reciters began to recite, and bards and
historical chroniclers praised the aston-
ishing event with elegant voices and
language.

Seeing Arjuna’s feat, Drupada, de-
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stroyer of the enemy, was well pleased,
and he stood ready with his army to
help Arjuna.

As the great uproar continued un-

abated, the most virtuous Yudhisthira |

quickly returned to his residence with
his twin brothers, Nakula and Saha-
deva, the finest of men.

Seeing the target pierced, and see-
ing Arjuna shining with the brilliance
of Indra, Draupadi took the white gar-
land meant for the groom and went
broadly smiling to Arjuna, the son of
Kunti. As the brahmanas praised and
honored Arjuna—for he had per-
formed an inconceivable deed—he
took the woman he had won in the
arena of heroes. Followed by his new
wife, he walked out of the stadium.

THE KINGS PROTEST

When King Drupada desired to give
his daughter to the great-spirited brah-
mana who had won her, fury rose
among the assembled kings, and they
began to look at one another.

“This king passes over all of us,
treating the assembled warriors like
straw in the gutter, and instead he
wants to give Draupadi, the best of
women, to a simple brahmana. Let us
kill this wicked king who thinks so little
of us. He shows by his qualities that he
is unworthy of respect or the consider-
ation offered to the elderly. Let us kill
this evil-doer and hater of kings, along
with his son. First he calls all the rulers
to his city and honors them and feeds
them sumptuously, and finally he hu-
miliates them.

“Are we to believe that in this gath-
ering of royalty, like unto a council of
the gods, he has not found a single ruler
worthy of his family? Sages are not
entitled to the privilege of choosing a
princess. The Vedas declare that a
svayarivara is for men of the royal or-

der. On the other hand, if this fair |
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maiden finds not a single one of us
worthy of her, then, fellow kings, let
us throw her into the fire and go back
to our kingdoms.

“Even though the brahmana, out of
immaturity or greed, has so displeased
us, in no way is he to be killed. Indeed,
we rule our kingdoms, spend our
wealth, raise our sons and grandsons,
and live our very lives for the sake of
the saintly brahmanas. Still, we must
avoid the danger that kings henceforth
be regularly insulted. We must pro-
tect the sacred principles of warriors
so that other svayarmvaras do not end
like this one.”

BHIMA AND ARJUNA
PROTECT DRUPADA

Having thus spoken, those tigerlike
kings, bludgeons in hand and bristling
with anger, rushed upon Drupada to
arrest him. Seeing the furious kings
rushing to attack him with bows and
arrows at the ready, Drupada fled in
terror and sought shelter of the brah-
manas. The kings charged forward in
pursuit like maddened elephants. But
then two greatly powerful sons of
Pandu—Bhima and Arjuna, subduers
of enemies—went forward against
them.

The kings could tolerate no more.
Weapons raised with armored hands,
their only aim now to kill, they flew
forward upon Arjuna and Bhimasena,
the two sons of the old Kuru king.
Bhima, however, was a warrior of as-
tonishing power and deeds. With his
great strength he struck with the shock
of a thunderbolt. With his bare arms
that unique fighter jerked a large tree
out of the ground, and like a lordly
elephant he clipped off its leaves [so
that the foliage would not soften his
blow]. Staying close to Arjuna and
brandishing his new weapon in his
long, wide arms, Bhima, pain of his
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Arjuna with his prize bow and Bhima with an uprooted tree defend King Drupada from the angry young kings.

enemies, stood like the fearsome lord
of death wielding his death-dealing
rod.

Having first witnessed Arjuna’s feat,
which required more than human in-
telligence, and seeing now the incon-
ceivable prowess of Arjuna’s brother
Bhima, Lord Krsna, known as Damo-
dara, turned and spoke to His fiercely
potent brother, Balarama, who was
armed with His plow weapon. Lord
Krsna said: “My dear Sankarsana, My
brother, that one there who moves with
the bearing of a maddened bull and
who bent the mighty bow that stood
as tall as a palm tree—he is Arjuna,
as indisputably as I am all-pervading
Viasudeva. And that one who returned
at once when the kings became wild
and who so casily tore out a tree—he
is Bhimasena, playing the part of a

human being, for no man on earth
has the power to do what he just did
here.

“That other one who left earlier—
fair-skinned, with large eyes like lotus
petals, a more slender physique, the
gait of a great lion yet a humble de-
meanor, and a prominent and hand-
some nose that enhances his face—he,
O infallible one, is surely the king of
virtue, Yudhisthira.

“Those twins who seem like two
young gods of war I reckon to be the
sons of the Asvin gods. I have heard
that the sons of Pandu and their
mother Prtha were saved from the
burning house of lac.”

Trusting in the words of His young-
er brother Krsna, Lord Balarama,
whose complexion is as white as the
purest cloud, said to Him, “I am so

happy that by the grace of Providence
Our father’s sister Prtha and her sons,
the best of the Kurus, have all been
saved.”

The powerful brahmanas, shaking
their deerskins and water vessels, said
to King Drupada, “You have nothing
to fear! We shall fight the enemy!”

When the sages spoke thus, Arjuna
smiled and said to them, “Please, be
spectators and stand to the side. Just
as one can ward off poisonous snakes
with mantras, so I shall stop these furi-
ous ksatriyas, dispersing them with
hundreds of straight-shooting arrows.”

Taking his prize bow, Arjuna stood
with his brother Bhima like an unmov-
ing mountain, for he was a maharatha,
one who can fight alone against thou-
sands of soldiers. Like fearless bull ele-
phants rushing against a hostile herd,
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Realizing that the power of Arjuna’s
bow-wielding arms was unmatched on earth
prompted Karna to fight with even greater fury.

the two courageous brothers flew at
the angry warriors, headed byKarna,
who had now been roused to full fury.

The monarchs and their men de-
clared, “Even a brahmana may be
killed in battle if he desires to fight. So
says the law.”

KARNA FIGHTS
WITH ARJUNA

Karpa went after Arjuna with tre-
mendous power, like a battle-hungry
elephant fighting another bull for the
sake of his mate. Salya, the mighty lord
of the Madras, attacked Bhimasena.
Duryodhana and other kings battled
the brahmanas, but gently and without
effort.

Strongly bending his bow, Arjuna
struck the attacking Karna with three
arrows. Radheya [Karna] was stunned
by the force of the sharp, sizzling ar-
rows and approached with much cau-
tion. As Arjuna and Karpa furiously
battled each other, the skill and speed
of the two fighters was incompara-
ble, and each fought hard for victory.
They addressed each other in words
meaningful to heroes: “Just see how |
countered your move!™ and “See the
strength of my arms!™

Realizing that the power of Arjuna’s
bow-wielding arms was unmatched
on earth prompted Karna to fight with
even greater fury. Counteracting the
swift shafts fired off by Arjuna, he
roared his battle sound, and his fellow
warriors shouted with admiration.

Karna said, “I am satisfied by your
performance in battle, O brahmana
chief. There is great prowess in your
arms, you have learned all the weap-
ons, and you do not become discour-

aged. O noble sage, are you Dhanur

Veda himself, or perhaps even Lord
Parasurama? Are you Lord Indra, or
possibly the infallible Visnu? To dis-
guise yourself you have assumed the
appearance of a brahmana, and using

30

the might of your arms you now fight
with me. Once I become angry, no one
save Indra himself or the Pandava
Arjuna can fight me.”

Hearing Karna speak to him thus,

Phalguna Arjuna replied, “I am not |

Dhanur Veda, O Karna, nor am [ the
powerful Parasurama. Quite simply, |
am the best of fighting brahmanas, and
I am the most skillful in the use of
weapons. By the instructions of my
guru I am expert in the brahma weap-
on and in the device of Purandara
Indra. I therefore stand here in battle
to conquer you, O heroic warrior. Be
resolved!”

At these words Radheya Karna, the
great chariot fighter, withdrew from
the battle, having decided that the
power of a brahmana could not be
defeated.

At that very moment, O king, the
two mighty warriors Qaiyal and Vrko-
dara Bhima began to fight one another,
each maddened with strength and
hungry for victory. Like huge enraged
bull elephants they taunted one an-
other. With fist colliding against fist,
knee smashing against knee, they
dragged each other around the fight-

ing ring. Then, in the midst of their :
battle, Bhima seized Salya in his arms. |

lifted him high, and slammed him
against the ground. The brahmanas
broke into smiles. Having brought
down powerful Salya. the mighty
Bhimasena, best among men, aston-
ished everyone, for he did not strike
and kill his foe.

With Salya now brought down and
Karna hesitant, the ksatrivas grew
doubtful and surrounded Bhimasena.

“These bull-like brahmanas have
done very well indeed!™ they said. “We
should learn where they were born and
where they reside, for who has the
power to oppose Karna in battle if not
Parasurama or Drona or Krpa, the son
of Saradvan? Who has the power to
meet Duryodhana in battle but Krsna,
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the son of Devaki, or the fiery Phal-
guna Arjuna? Salya, king of the Ma-
dras, is the strongest of men. Who
could fight him but the heroic Lord
Baladeva or the Pandava Vrkodara
Bhima? Let us forge a truce and sus-
pend fighting with these brahmanas.
After we discover who they are, we
shall fight again later.”

Carefully watching the activities of
Bhima, Sri Krsna believed that Bhima
and Arjuna were the sons of Kunti. He
therefore convinced all the warriors
that Draupadi had indeed been fairly
won, and thus He restrained them from
fighting on. The noble kings were ex-
perienced warriors, and on hearing
Lord Krsna’s remarks they desisted
from battle and returned to their king-
doms in utter amazement.

“The competition was dominated
by brahmanas. The princess of Pancala
now lives with the brahmanas, for they
have chosen her.” Thus spoke the kings
who had gathered for the festival as
they journeyed to their homes.

Meanwhile, surrounded by brah-
manas clad in deerskins, Bhimasena
and Arjuna could hardly move. Those
two heroes of mankind at last broke
free of the pressing crowd. While their
enemies studied and stared at them,
and as Draupadi faithfully followed
them, they shone beautifully amid the
tumultuous scene. Q‘D

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who com-
pleted the translation and commentary
of the Srimad-Bhﬁga\!allam begun by
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. He is now doing
graduate work in Sanskrit and Indian
Studies at Harvard University.

Dramatic readings by Hridayananda Dasa
Goswami of his Mahabharata translations
may be purchased from: HDG Tape Minis-
try, P. O. Box 1156, Alachua, FL 32616.
Phone: (904) 418-4644.



CELEBRATING OUR FIRST ANNIVERSARY

Thank you for making
the Hare Krsna Catalog a success!

New Releases

The Bhaktivedanta
Library

Acarya

Compiled by Sesa Dasa

A meditation on the 26 quali-
ties of a devotee. A short quota-
tion and a photograph of Srila
Prabhupada accompany each of

the qualities. Hardbound, 10%4"
x 10%4", 75 pages. $29.95

Divine

N Divine Nature
Nature

A Spiritual Perspective on
the Environmental Crisis

By Michael A. Cremo
and Mukunda Goswami

Softhound, 108 pages. $9.95

Bhagavad-gita As It Is — Deluxe edition, unabridged,
31 color plates, expanded index, hardbound,

1,045 pages. $24.95

Srimad-Bhagavatam — Full 18-volume set, 12 cantos,

over 200 color plates, approximately 1,000 pages Song of God
per volume, hardbound. $595.95
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Origi-

nal verses sung in Sanskrit
by Minco Purshottam, read
in English by Tamal Krishna

Srimad-Bhagavatam — Six volumes with translations
and purports by Srila Prabhupada’s disciples (the
remaining Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth Cantos).

$150 Goswami. Ten-tape album. _: TEN s
_ y - ok ol R
Sri Caitanya-caritamyta — New edition. Call for details. Introductory offer: $49.95 T b

The Nectar of Devotion: The Complete Science of Bhaki N
Yoga — Hardbound, 523 pages. $14.95 Niti-Sastras

Sayings of Canakya

& Hitopadesa as Quoted by

Srila Prabhupada

The Nectar of Instruction — Eleven essential instruc-
tions for advancement in spiritual life. Softhound,
7 color plates, 140 pages. $2.95

THE HARE KRSNA CATALOG

Translated by Agrahya Dasa
Commentary by
Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami

Softbound, 258 pages. $11.95

Sri Isopanisad — One of the most important Upanisads.

Softbound, 8 color plates, 144 pages. $2.95

Krsna (Vol. 1) — Summary study of the Tenth Canto
of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Hardbound, 16 color plates,

over 250 pages. $12.95

Special Offer!
Krsna Art Poster

_ : Catalog
bo°ks and to"ected tead“ngs' ca" : Catalog of all 57 canvas posters

flll' details- ; of BBT and Brijbasi art. $5

(Refunded with poster purchase
CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3284

We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s

of $16 or more)

more inside
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The Hare Krsna Catalog is

Classic Photos

112 of the best pic-
tures ever taken of
Prabhupada, in color

and black & white.

11x14 ........... $6.50
16x20......... $14.00
2OR24 e $20.00

Call or write for our
illustrated list that
shows you all the
photos. Also includ-
ed: transcendental
art, available as

prints.

Remembering Prabhupada

ik Spr\'.m!ni
I fm-Senam

Remembering Srila Prabhupada —By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami.
Prabhupada’s biography in free verse. Softbound, 450 pages. $15

With Srila Prabhupdda in the Early Days, 1966—1969: A Memoir —
By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami. Softhound, 371 pages. $12.50

Vrindaban Days — By Hayagriva Dasa. 82 rare photos. Softbound,
362 pages. $12.95

The Hare Krishna Explosion — By Hayagriva Dasa. Softbound,
265 pages. $9.95

Servant of the Servant — By Tamal Krishna Goswami. Softbound,
620 pages. $9.95

Prabhupada Antya-Lila — By Tamal Krishna Goswami. Hardbound,
97 pages. $7.95

A Transcendental Diary — By Hari Sauri Dasa. Volumes 1, 2, and 3.
Hardbound, $30 each. Softhound, $20 each.

Prabhupada Lila — By Satsvartipa Dasa Goswami. Hardbound,
327 pages. $12.50

Prabhupada Meditations I, 11, 11, IV — By Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami.

Softhound, $12.50 each.
Prabhupada Nectar #2, 3, 4, 5 — By Satsvartpa Dasa Goswami.
Softbound, pocket-size, $3.50 each.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3284

— Vaisnava Music —

Srila Prabhupada (CDs $14.95; tapes $4.95)
CD-1—Krishna Meditations
CD-2—Hare Krishna Classics and Originals
CD-3—Songs of the Spiritual Masters
CD-4—Sr1 Brahma Samhita
CD-5—Prabhupada Bhajans
CD-6—The Radha Krsna Temple
CD-7—Vibhavari Sesa
CD-8—Dasavatara
CD-9—Jaya Radhe Jaya Krsna
CD-10—S81 Sri Gurvastakam
CD-11—Smi Svi Siksastakam
CD-12—Hare Krishna Mahama
CD-13—Gauranga Bhajan
CD-14—Niitai Pada Kamala

Bhakti Rasa Dasa

Bathe the Mind—tape $5.95 |

Art of Devotion—tape $6.95 ‘Fﬂ_
Indradyumna Swami

Param Gati—tape $5.95
Krsna Prema Dasa (CDs $14.95; tapes $4.95)

Krsna Vision, Vol. 1

Krsna Vision, Vol. 2

Beyond Darlness

Reflections

Future Ragas
Lokanath Swami L

Eternal Bliss—tape $5.95
Mahatma Dasa

Your Li

Our Only Shelter—tape $5. 95

Isopanisad—tape $5.95

Brahma Samhita—tape $5.95

Magic is the Chanting—tape $5.95

Heart and Soul—tape $6.95

Higher Dimensions—tape $6.95
Mukunda Datta Dasa

Kirtana-mala
Nagaraja Dasa

Going Home—CD $14.95;

tape $6.95; both $18.95
Prapannam Dasa (tapes $6)

Yasomati Nandana

Radha Krsna Prana Mora

Svi Radhika-stava

Sri Nama

Hari Bol, Vol. 1

Hari Bol, Vol. 2
Vaiyasaki Dasa

Divya Lila—CD $14.95; tape $7.95
Visnujana Swami

Kirtanas—CD $14.95; tape $4.95

Bhajanas—CD $14.95; tape $4.95
Kirtana

The Best of New York Kirtanas—

CD $14.95; tape $7.95

c $5.95




committed to serving you.

For Young Vaisnavas

Children’s Books

Agha the Terrible Demon — Softbound, 32 pages.
$4.95

Bhagavad-gita: An llustrated Introduction — 210 pages,
includes audio CD. $29.95

Chota's Way: A Children's Tale — Softbound, 134
pages. $6.95

Chota’s Activity Book — 50 pages. $4.50 (both Chota
books $9.95)

A Gift of Love: The Story of Sudama the Brahmin —
Hardbound, 32 pages. $5.95

Gopal the Invincible — Hardbound, 16 pages. $5.95

Heroes of Ancient Earth — Comic book, softbound,
50 pages. $6.95

Nimai's Puppy — Softbound, 36 pages. $3.95

Offer Everything to Krishna — Softbound, 28 pages.
$2.95

One Step Toward Krsna — 2-volume set, softbound,
52 pages each. $7.95

Simply Wonderful: Krishna's Vegetarian Cookbook for
Children — Softbound, 36 pages. $3.95

Sakshi Gopal: A Witness for the Wedding — Softhound,
16 pages. $2.50

The Book of Krishna Conscious Games — Softbound,
70 pages. $4.95

Coloring Books

ABC — 32 pages, $2.50

Dasa Avatar — 12 pages, $2.50

A Day in Virindavan — 16 pages, $2.50
Damodara — 32 pages, $4.95
Friends for Life — 48 pages, $4.95
Gopal — 16 pages, $4.95

Honor Thy Mother and Thy Father
Jagannatha — 48 pages, $4.95
Krsna — 32 pages, $4.95

Krsna's Songs — 20 pages, $2.95; tape, $5.95

Lord Krishna's Pastimes — 18 pages, $2.50

The Boy Saint, Prahlad Maharaja — 30 pages, $2.50
Rama — 32 pages, $2.50

Songs of India — 42 pages, $2.95; tape, $5.95
Nimai — 48 pages, $4.95

24 pages, $2.50

The Art of Teaching
By Bhiirijana Dasa

This comprehensive guide to
teaching, written by a leading
educator in ISKCON, weaves
together the traditional Vedic
system and contemporary
teaching strategies. Hard-

bound, 506 pages, $24.95

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG

Bhirijana Dast

Spiritual Scents
Incense

If you liked our Goura Dham
incense, you'll love our new
Spiritual Scents incense—a first-

- class incense for offering to guru
and Krsna. But don’t just take our
word for it—try it yourself!

SCENTS: Sandlewood, Naga Raj,
Golden Champa, Gopinath,
Padma, Abhay Flora. Each pack
holds 20 grams (about 20 sticks).
$1.95 per pack; 5 packs or more
$1.75 each; 10 packs or more
$1.50 each.

SPIRITUAL
SCENTS

Naga Raj
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We’re listening! Let us know how
we can serve you better.

The
Traveling
Library
Now when you travel

you can take the Vedic
library with you.

Compact, vinyl,
unabridged, Bible paper, 1,070 pages.
$9.95

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

Caitanya-caritamrta — One-volume edition,
English translations and purports.

Hardbound, 2,204 pages. $49.95

Srimad-Bhagavatam (Canto One, Part One)
Reprint of Srila Prabhupada’s 1962
Bhagavatam printed in India before he

came to America. Hardbound,

322 pages. $11.95

Please send me:

— Book Distribution ———

Let us help you with your book distribution. You don’t need to buy a case

if you want to distribute Srila
or more at your convenience.

The

| HIGHER TASTE |
A Guide To Gourmet Vegelarian

Cooking and a Karma-Free Diel

-

Prabhupada’s books. You can buy one book

Beyond Birth and Death — $1.50
Civilization and Transcendence
Coming Back — $2.95
Elevation to Kysna Consciousness — $2.95
The Higher Taste — $2.95
Intro. to Bhagavad-gita As It Is — $1.50
Krsna Consciousness:

The Topmost Yoga System — $2.95
Message of Godhead — $2.95
On the Way to Kysna — $1.50
Origins magazine — $2.95
Perfect Questions/Perfect Answers — $2.50
Renunciation Through Wisdom — $8.99
The Path of Perfection — $2.95
The Perfection of Yoga — $1.95
The Science of Self-Realization (soft) — $3.95

$2.95

BTG Service Center

P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046 « (800) 800-3284

Qty. Amount

PAYMENT METHOD:

Shipping®*

Total amount

Make checks payable to BTG Service Center. US funds only.
[] Check/money order [ Credit card

Name Tel.

Address Apt.
City State Zip

Card no. Exp.

#Mainland USA please add 10% of order value. Foreign
orders add 30% of order value. Minimum $3.00.

The Perfect
Centennial Gifts

Your Ever Well-
Wisher Video

Help increase Srila
Prabhupada conscious-
ness by giving this
video of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s life to all your
friends and relatives.
Also includes Acarya

1 & 11. Color, 120
minutes, $24.95.

Memories of
Srila Prabhupadi

Pant

- Memories of
arila Prabhupa

Fan

avedatia Vol e et
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Memories of Srila Prabhupada

Inspiring remembrances by his disciples. More

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3284

than 10 videos now available. $19.95 each.



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM | 1

HE DEVOTEE’S
DESTINATION

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord k apila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about material nature and the soul’s
relationship with it. As the Srimad-Bhagavatam continues,
Lord Kapila describes to Devahiiti the consciousness and
ultimate destination of the completely pure devotees of the
Lord.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 27

27 WAAATHT:  TEA  T5H1 |
T AEATE AHEEARGEG IRl

vadaivam adhyaima-ratah
kalena bahu-janmana

sarvatra jata-vairagya
abrahma-bhuvanan munih

yada—when; evam—thus; adhyatma-ratah—engaged in
self-realization; kalena—for many years; bahu-janmania—
for many births; sarvatra—everywhere; jata-vairagyah
—detachment is born; @-brahma-bhuvandat—up to
Brahmaloka: munii—a thoughtful person.

When a person thus engages in devotional service and
self-realization for many, many years and births, he
becomes completely reluctant to enjoy any one of the

material planets, even up to the highest planet, which is
known as Brahmaloka; he becomes fully developed in
consciousness.

PURPORT: Anyone engaged in devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is known as a devotee,
but there is a distinction between pure devotees and
mixed devotees. A mixed devotee engages in devotional
service for the spiritual benefit of being eternally en-
gaged in the transcendental abode of the Lord in full
bliss and knowledge. In material existence, when a
devotee is not completely purified, he expects material
benefit from the Lord in the form of relief from material
miseries, or he wants material gain, advancement in
knowledge of the relationship between the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and the living entity, or knowl-
edge as to the real nature of the Supreme Lord. When a
person is transcendental to these conditions, he is called
a pure devotee. He does not engage himself in the service
of the Lord for any material benefit or for understanding
of the Supreme Lord. His one interest is that he loves the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and he spontaneously
engages in satisfying Him.

The highest example of pure devotional service is that
of the gopis in Vrndavana. They are not interested in
understanding Krsna, but only in loving Him. That
platform of love is the pure state of devotional service.
Unless one is advanced to this pure state of devotional
service, there is a tendency to desire elevation to a higher

MAY / JUNE 1996 « BACK TO GODHEAD 35



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

material position. A mixed devotee may desire to enjoy a
comfortable life on another planet with a greater span of
life, such as on Brahmaloka. These are material desires,
but because a mixed devotee engages in the service of the
Lord, ultimately, after many, many lives of material
enjoyment, he undoubtedly develops Krsna conscious-
ness, and the symptom of this Krsna consciousness is that
he is no longer interested in any sort of materially ele-
vated life. He does not even aspire to become a personal-
ity like Lord Brahma.

28 WIANTAHT: FSA  TGAwAT |
W AT AR [1Rell
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mad-bhaktah pratibuddhartho
mat-prasadena bhiiyasa

nihsreyasarm sva-samsthanam
kaivalyakhyar mad-asrayam

prapnotihanjasa dhirah
sva-drsa cchina-samsayah
vad gatva na nivarteta
yogi lingad vinirgame

mat-bhaktah—My devotee; pratibuddha-arthah—self-
realized; mat-prasadena—by My causeless mercy; bhii-
yasa—unlimited; nihsreyasam—the ultimate perfectional
goal; sva-samsthanam—his abode; kaivalya-akhyam—
called kaivalya; mat-asrayam—under My protection;
prapnoti—attains; tha—in this life; afijasa—truly; dhirah
—steady; sva-drsa—by knowledge of the self; chinna-
samsayah—I{reed from doubts; yat—to that abode; gatva
—having gone; na—never; nivarteta—comes back; yogi—
the mystic devotee; lingdt—from the subtle and gross
material bodies; vinirgame—after departing.

My devotee actually becomes self-realized by My unlimit-
ed causeless mercy, and thus, when freed from all doubts,
he steadily progresses towards his destined abode, which
is directly under the protection of My spiritual energy of
unadulterated bliss. That is the ultimate perfectional goal
of the living entity. After giving up the present material
body, the mystic devotee goes to that transcendental
abode and never comes back.

PURPORT: Actual self-realization means becoming a pure |

devotee of the Lord. The existence of a devotee implies
the function of devotion and the object of devotion. Self-
realization ultimately means to understand the Personal-
ity of Godhead and the living entities; to know the indivi-
dual self and the reciprocal exchanges of loving service
between the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the
living entity is real self-realization. This cannot be
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attained by the impersonalists or other transcendentalists;
they cannot understand the science of devotional service.

Devotional service is revealed to the pure devotee by
the unlimited causeless mercy of the Lord. This is espe-
cially spoken of here by the Lord—mat-prasadena, “by
My special grace.” This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-
gita. Only those who engage in devotional service with
love and faith receive the necessary intelligence from the
Supreme Personality of Godhead so that gradually and
progressively they can advance to the abode of the
Personality of Godhead.

Nihsreyasa means “the ultimate destination.” Sva-
samsthana indicates that the impersonalists have no
particular place to stay. The impersonalists sacrifice their
individuality so that the living spark can merge into the
impersonal effulgence emanating from the transcendental
body of the Lord, but the devotee has a specific abode.
The planets rest in the sunshine, but the sunshine itself
has no particular resting place. When one reaches a
particular planet, then he has a resting place.

The spiritual sky, which is known as kaivalya, is simply
blissful light on all sides, and it is under the protection of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As stated in
Bhagavad-gita (14.27), brahmano hi pratisthaham: the
impersonal Brahman effulgence rests on the body of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. In other words, the
bodily effulgence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead
is kaivalya, or impersonal Brahman. In that impersonal
effulgence there are spiritual planets, which are known as
Vaikunthas, chief of which is Krsnaloka. Some devotees
are elevated to the Vaikuntha planets, and some are
elevated to the planet Krsnaloka. According to the desire
of the particular devotee, he is offered a particular abode,
which is known as sva-samsthana, his desired destination.

By the grace of the Lord, the self-realized devotee
engaged in devotional service understands his destination
even while in the material body. He therefore performs
his devotional activities steadily, without doubting, and
after quitting his material body he at once reaches the
destination for which he has prepared himself. After
reaching that abode, he never comes back to this material
world.

The words lingad vinirgame, which are used here,
mean “after being freed from the two kinds of material
bodies, subtle and gross.” The subtle body is made of
mind, intelligence, false ego, and contaminated conscious-
ness, and the gross body is made of five elements—earth,
water, fire, air, and ether. When one is transferred to the
spiritual world, he gives up both the subtle and gross
bodies of this material world. He enters the spiritual sky
in his pure, spiritual body and is stationed in one of the
spiritual planets.

Although the impersonalists also reach that spiritual
sky after giving up the subtle and gross material bodies,
they are not placed in the spiritual planets; as they desire,
they are allowed to merge in the spiritual effulgence
emanating from the transcendental body of the Lord.
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The word sva-samsthanam is also very significant. As
a living entity prepares himself, so he attains his abode.
The impersonal Brahman effulgence is offered to the
impersonalists, but those who want to associate with the
Supreme Personality of Godhead in His transcendental
form as Narayana in the Vaikunthas, or with Krsna in
Krsnaloka, go to those abodes, wherefrom they never
return.

30 91 A qEnAfvag wa
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yadda na yogopacitasu ceto
mayasu siddhasya visajjate ‘nga

ananya-hetusy atha me gatih syad
atyantiki yatra na mrtyu-hasah

yada—when; na—not; yoga-upacitasu—to powers devel-
oped by yoga; cetah—the attention; mayasu—manifesta-
tions of maya; siddhasya—of a perfect yogi; visajjate—is
attracted; aniga—My dear mother; ananya-hetusu—hav-
ing no other cause; atha—then; me—to Me; gatih—his
progress; syat—becomes; atyantiki—unlimited; yatra—
where; na—not; mrtyu-hasah—power of death.

When a perfect yogi’s attention is no longer attracted to
the by-products of mystic powers, which are manifesta-
tions of the external energy, his progress towards Me
becomes unlimited, and thus the power of death cannot
overcome him.

PURPORT: Yogis are generally attracted to the by-
products of mystic yogic power, for they can become
smaller than the smallest or greater than the greatest,
achieve anything they desire, have power even to create
a planet, or bring anyone they like under their subjection.
Yogis who have incomplete information of the result of
devotional service are attracted by these powers, but
these powers are material; they have nothing to do with
spiritual progress. As other material powers are created
by the material energy, mystic yogic powers are also
material. A perfect yogi'’s mind is not attracted by any
material power, but is simply attracted by unalloyed
service to the Supreme Lord.

For a devotee, the process of merging into the Brah-
man effulgence is considered to be hellish, and yogic
power or the preliminary perfection of yogic power, to be
able to control the senses, is automatically achieved. As
for elevation to higher planets, a devotee considers this
to be simply hallucinatory. A devotee’s attention is con-
centrated only upon the eternal loving service of the
Lord, and therefore the power of death has no influence
over him. In such a devotional state, a perfect yogi can
attain the status of immortal knowledge and bliss.

THIRD CANTO / CHAPTER 28

stynaraary
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
yogasya laksanam vaksye
sabijasya nrpatmaje
mano yenaiva vidhina
prasannam yati sat-patham

sri-bhagavan uvaca—the Personality of Godhead said;
vogasya—of the yoga system; laksanam—description;
vaksye—I shall explain; sabijasya—authorized; nrpa-atma-

| je—O daughter of the King; manah—the mind; yena—Dby

which; eva—certainly; vidhina—Dby practice; prasannam—
joyful; yati—attains; sat-patham—the path of the Absolute
Truth.

The Personality of Godhead said: My dear mother, O
daughter of the King, now I shall explain to you the system
of yoga, the object of which is to concentrate the mind. By
practicing this system one can become joyful and progres-
sively advance towards the path of the Absolute Truth.

PURPORT: The yoga process explained by Lord Kapila-
deva in this chapter is authorized and standard, and there-
fore these instructions should be followed very carefully.
To begin, the Lord says that by yoga practice one can make
progress towards understanding the Absolute Truth, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. In the previous chapter
it has been clearly stated that the desired result of yoga is
not to achieve some wonderful mystic power. One should
not be at all attracted by such mystic power, but should

| attain progressive realization on the path of understanding

the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is also con-
firmed in Bhagavad-gita, which states in the last verse of
the Sixth Chapter that the greatest yogi is he who con-
stantly thinks of Krsna within himself, or he who is Krsna
conscious.

It is stated here that by following the system of yoga one
can become joyful. Lord Kapila, the Personality of God-
head, who is the highest authority on yoga, here explains
the yoga system known as astanga-yoga, which comprises
eight different practices, namely yama, niyama, asana,
pranayama, pratyahara, dharanda, dhyana and samadhi. By
all these stages of practice one must realize Lord Visnu,
who is the target of all yoga. There are so-called yoga
practices in which one concentrates the mind on voidness
or on the impersonal, but this is not approved by the
authorized yoga system as explained by Kapiladeva. Even
Patajali explains that the target of all yoga is Visnu.
Astanga-yoga is therefore part of Vaisnava practice be-

MAY /JUNE 1996 « BACK TO GODHEAD 37



SRIMAD-B HAGAVATAM

cause its ultimate goal is realization of Visnu. The
achievement of success in yoga is not acquisition of mys-
tic power, which is condemned in the previous chapter,
but, rather, freedom from all material designations and
situation in one’s constitutional position. That is the
ultimate achievement in yoga practice.

2 WA JFET A e |
QA &R e 1 R )

sva-dharmacaranarn sakiya
vidharmac ca nivartanam

daival labdhena santosa
atmavic-caranarcanam

sva-dharma-acaranam—executing one’s prescribed
duties; saktya—to the best of one’s ability; vidharmai—
unauthorized duties; ca—and; nivartanam—avoiding;
daivat—Dby the grace of the Lord; labdhena—with what is
achieved: santosah—satisfied; atma-vit—of the self-
realized soul; carana—the feet; arcanam—worshiping.

One should execute his prescribed duties to the best

of his ability and avoid performing duties not allotted
to him. One should be satisfied with as much gain as he
achieves by the grace of the Lord, and one should
worship the lotus feet of a spiritual master.

PURPORT: In this verse there are many important words
which could be very elaborately explained, but we shall
briefly discuss the important aspects of each. The final
statement is dtmavic-caranarcanam. Atma-vit means a
self-realized soul or bona fide spiritual master. Unless
one is self-realized and knows what his relationship with
the Supersoul is, he cannot be a bona fide spiritual mas-
ter. Here it is recommended that one should seek out a
bona fide spiritual master and surrender unto him (arca-
nam), for by inquiring from and worshiping him one can
learn spiritual activities.

The first recommendation is sva-dharmacaranam. As
long as we have this material body there are various du-
ties prescribed for us. Such duties are divided by a system
of four social orders: brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya and si-
dra. These particular duties are mentioned in the sastra,
and particularly in Bhagavad-gita. Sva-dharmacaranam
means that one must discharge the prescribed duties of
his particular division of society faithfully and to the best
of his ability. One should not accept another’s duty. If one
is born in a particular society or community, he should
perform the prescribed duties for that particular division.
[f. however, one is fortunate enough to transcend the
designation of birth in a particular society or community
by being elevated to the standard of spiritual identity,
then his sva-dharma, or duty, is solely that of serving the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The actual duty of one
who is advanced in Krsna consciousness is to serve the
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Lord. As long as one remains in the bodily concept of life,
he may act according to the duties of social convention,
but if one is elevated to the spiritual platform, he must
simply serve the Supreme Lord; that is the real execution
of sva-dharma.

3 qeamftaig AgaRiE |
fraemd el 12

gramya-dharma-nivrttis ca
moksa-dharma-ratis tatha

mita-medhyadanar sasvad
vivikta-ksema-sevanam

gramya—conventional; dharma—religious practice; niv-
ritih—ceasing; ca—and; moksa—for salvation; dharma —
religious practice; ratih—being attracted to; fathd—in that
way; mita—Iittle; medhya—pure; adanam—eating; sasvat
—always; vivikta—secluded; ksema—peaceful; sevanam—
dwelling.

One should cease performing conventional religious prac-
tices and should be attracted to those which lead to salva-
tion. One should eat very frugally and should always remain
secluded so that he can achieve the highest perfection of
life.

PURPORT: It is recommended herein that religious prac-
tice for economic development or the satisfaction of sense
desires should be avoided. Religious practices should be
executed only to gain freedom from the clutches of
material nature. It is stated in the beginning of Srimad-
Bhagavatam that the topmost religious practice is that by
which one can attain to the transcendental devotional
service of the Lord, without reason or cause. Such religious
practice is never hampered by any impediments, and by its
performance one actually becomes satisfied. Here this is
recommended as moksa-dharma, religious practice for
salvation, or transcendence of the clutches of material con-
tamination. Generally people execute religious practices
for economic development or sense gratification, but that is
not recommended for one who wants to advance in yoga.

The next important phrase is mita-medhyadanam,
meaning that one should eat very frugally. It is recom-
mended in the Vedic literatures that a yogi eat only half
what he desires according to his hunger. If one is so hun-
gry that he could devour one pound of foodstuffs, then
instead of eating one pound, he should consume only half a
pound and supplement this with four ounces of water; one
fourth of the stomach should be left empty for passage of
air in the stomach. I one eats in this manner, he will avoid
indigestion and disease. The yogi should eat in this way, as
recommended in Srimad-Bhagavatam and all other stan-
dard scriptures. The yogi should live in a secluded place,
where his yoga practice will not be disturbed.

(continued in the next issue)



Srila Gour Govinda Swami would astound the
devotees by giving more and more profound explanations
of the same sentence for two or three hours.

“CRY FOR KRSNA”

(continued from page 20)

awild jungle full of mosquitoes, snakes,
and scorpions. It was far from the city
center, dacoits used the area to hijack
trucks on the nearby highway, and even
at midday people feared to go there.
But Srila Gour Govinda Swami, con-
sidering the desire of Srila Prabhupada
his very life and soul, was undaunted
and worked with unwavering determi-
nation to fulfill that desire. Sometimes
residingin the storeroom of a tea dealer
and even sometimes sharing a small
hut with road construction workers, he
began translating Srila Prabhupada’s
books into Oriya as he had been in-
structed.

Spreading Krsna consciousness,
Srila Gour Govinda Swami would visit
house after house, office after office, in
and around Bhubaneswar, sometimes
walking and sometimes riding on the
carriage rack of a bicycle pedaled by a
local student, who later became his
dear disciple Sacinandana Dasa. In this
way he collected some small donations,
had a temple plan drawn up, and with
his own hands constructed on the do-
nated property a thatched hut.

In early 1977 Srila Prabhupada
came to Bhubaneswar. Although ar-
rangements had been made for Prabhu-
pada to stay comfortably in the state
government guest house, Prabhupada
at once rejected this proposal. He said,
“I will only stay where my disciple
child Gour Govinda has built a mud
hut forme.” Prabhupadastayedin Bhu-
baneswar for seventeen days, during
which he laid the foundation stone
of the temple-to-be on the auspicious
occasion of Lord Nityananda’s appear-
ance day. This was Prabhupada’s last
founded project.

In 1978, shortly after the passing
away of Srila Prabhupada, Srila Gour
Govinda Swami went to Mayapur.
One day, amidst kirfana in the temple,
he fell to the ground unconscious. He

| was carried back to his room, followed
by several concerned devotees and
ISKCON leaders. When doctors came
to examine him they were unable to
diagnose the cause of his condition.
Someone even suggested he may have
been possessed by a ghost. Finally, a
pure devotee and dear Godbrother of
Srila Prabhupada’s, Akincana Krsna
Dasa Babaji Maharaja, explained that
Srila Gour Govinda Swami was mani-
festing symptoms of bhava, the ad-
vanced stage of ecstatic love of God.

Srila Gour Govinda Swami was in
and out of external consciousness for
the next several months. When he re-
turned to Bhubaneswar he absorbed
himself even more deeply in the mis-
sion of his spiritual master. Some West-
ern devotees had been sent there to
assist him, but most of them were un-
able to tolerate the austere conditions.
They were amazed to see him always
undisturbed, eating only once a day,
and hardly sleeping. He would simply
preach, chant, and write in his note-
books day and night.

In 1991, after sixteen years of deter-
mined endeavor, Srila Gour Govinda
Swami fulfilled the instruction of his
spiritual master with the opening of a
magnificent temple of Sri Sri Krsna-
Balarama, which now attracts thou-
sands ol people to Krsna consciousness.
Srila Gour Govinda Swami said, “I
have opened a ‘crying school’ here in
Bhubaneswar. Unless we cry for Krsna,
we cannot get His mercy.” This was the
message he preached so vigorously all
over the world during the last ten years
of his manifest pastimes.

LIONLIKE PREACHER

Although Srila Gour Govinda Swa-
mi was always meek and humble in his
personal dealings, in his classes on
Srimad- Bhagavatam he would roarlike
a lion, smashing the pride and cutting
the misconceptions from the hearts of

his disciples. Sometimes he would read
anapparently basic philosophical state-
ment from Prabhupada’s purports.
Then he would laugh like a child and
say, “Here the topic of krsna-prema
comes up, butit requires further expla-
nation.” Then he would astound the
devotees by giving more and more pro-

| found explanations of the same sen-

tence for two or three hours. On one
such occasion he said, “Look! Krsna is
laughing at me because I am trying to
completely describe this topic, which is
unlimited.”

In the course of his lecturing he
would inevitably burst into song, nour-
ishing everyone with the devotional
sentiments of joy, humility and surren-
der as expressed in the prayers of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura and other d@car-
vas. Krsna-katha, the topics of Krsna,
were his life and soul. He would often
say, “The day that goes by without
krsna-katha, that is a very bad day.”

Srila Gour Govinda Swami’s knowl-
edge of scripture was formidable. He
would substantiate everything he said
with evidence from all over the Vedic
literature. Sometimes he would ques-
tion a disciple, and if the disciple could
not answer with reference to the scrip-
tures, Srila Gour Govinda Swami would
atonce exclaim, “Heisacheater! Don’t
beacrooked person. A Vaisnava quotes
authority.” y

In this way Srila Gour Govinda
Swami would always preach fearlessly.
He would never compromise the con-
clusions of the scripture in the name of
being practical, “One who cannot see
Krsna,” he would say, “is a blind man.

| He may speak about Krsna, but in his
mind he is speculating. Therefore his

words will never be effective. A real
sadhu never speaks theoretically.”
TIME TO LEAVE

In late January of 1996, Srila Gour
Govinda Swami mentioned privately,
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“Srila Bhaktisiddhanta said that this
material world is not a fit place for any
gentleman. Therefore, because he was
disgusted, he left this world prema-
turely. Imay also. I don’t know. I simply
depend on Gopal. I will do whatever
He wants.” The next day Srila Gour
Govinda Swami went to Gadai-giri to
see his Gopal. The word of Srila Gour
Govinda Swami’s remarks quickly
spread among his disciples, who felt
confident that Gopal would not let him
leave them.

For a further four days he preached
more powerfully than ever to thou-
sands of people who flocked to a
Prabhupada Centennial festival in
Bhubaneswar. Then he left for the an-

nual ISKCON management meetings
in Sridham Mayapur.
On February 9, 1996, the holy ap-

pearance day of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta |

Sarasavati, two senior devotees re-
quested an appointment to see Srila
Gour Govinda Swami. They had never
spoken with him before, but they had
become eager to hear from him after
reading some of his books.

As if by providential arrangement,
they entered his room at 6:00 P. M.
and submissively inquired, “Why did
Caitanya Mahaprabhu stay in Jagan-
natha Puri?” He laughed with delight
and began to explain the confiden-
tial significance of Lord Caitanya’s
pastimes.
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In answer to the question, he lov-
ingly described the pain of separation
felt by Radha and Krsna when Krsna
was away from Vrndavana. Enchant-
ing all the devoteesin hisroom with the
nectarean topics of Krsna, he gradu-
ally unfolded the pastime to the point
where Radha and Krsna were finally
united after Their long separation. He
described how Krsna became so ec-
static upon seeing Radharani that He
manifested a form with big round eyes,
known as Lord Jagannatha. With a
choked voice Srila Gour Govinda
Swami said, “Then the eyes of Krsna
fell upon the eyes of Radharani. Eye-
to-eye union.”

Overwhelmed with love for Radha

| and Krsna, he apologized with folded

hands, “Please excuse me. I cannot
speak.” Then,in a barely audible voice,
he gave his final instruction: “Kirtana!
Kirtana!”

The five devotees still in the room
began to chant as their spiritual master
lay back on his bed, breathing very
slowly and deeply. A servant nearby
placed a picture of Gopal Jiu in his
hand. Then, gazing lovingly at that pic-
ture of his worshipable Deity, Srila
Gour Govinda Swami called out,
“Gopal!” and departed for the spiri-
tual sky to be united with his beloved
Lord.

EPILOGUE

Every day before the Srimad-
Bhagavatam class, Srila Gour Govinda
Swamiwouldsing asong he had learned
as a boy. Now his prayer was fulfilled:

“O supremely blissful Madhava!
Nectar is coming from Your lotus feet.
Drinking that nectar, I blissfully sing
‘Hari! Hari!’ Taking the name of Hari,
I am binding a raft on which Lord
Jagannatha will ferry me across this
ocean of material existence. My mind
always remains at the lotus feet of that
Lord Jagannatha, who has very large
round eyes. In this way I call out, ‘ Alas!
Krsna!’ and give up my life. O husband
of Radharani, please deliver me.”

The sadhu never speaks theoreti-
cally. B

Parantapa Dasa, Raghava Pandita
Dasa, and Gokula Dasa are disciples
of Sripada Gour Govinda Swami
Maharaja.



THE VEDIC OBSERVER

Transcendental Commentary on the Issues of the Day

SUICIDE MISSION

by Kalakantha Dasa

IT'S HARD TO THINK of a more ma-
cabre medico than Dr. Jack Kevor-
kian, the retired Michigan pathologist
known affectionately as “Dr. Death.”

Years ago he began his upsurge
to fame by suggesting that before
their execution condemned prisoners
be put to sleep and used for surgical
experiments. Then, he said, harvest
their organs while still warm.

“I'want to use death

“The operation was a success!”

to benefit humanity,” he declared.
“Now it’s just a total waste.”

Dr. Kevorkian’s more recent mis-
sion: promoting his suicide machine.
With a flick of a switch, his terminally

ill patients can painlessly take their |

lives. Since June 1990, more than
twenty have done so. Dr. Kevorkian
makes a compelling argument: people
who have no medical hope of survival
should have the right to die in a peace-
ful, painless, dignified way.

Is suicide legal? People in the state
of Oregon voted yes. But the state of

Michigan argues that suicide is ille-
gal and assistants
such as Dr. Kevor-
kian are guilty of
murder.

From the Vedas
we learn that sui-
cide only makes a
badsituation worse.

tined by karma, the
reactions to past
misdeeds, to suffer
a particular amount
of pain in its pres-
ent body. A suici-
dal attempt to pre-
maturely end the
suffering generates
more painful karma
in the next birth.
Why does sui-
cide make more
karma? Because no
one has clear title
to his or her body.
Who owns yours?
Your spouse? Your
parents? Your gov-
ernment? The rav-
enous bacteria in-
side you awaiting
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Every soul is des- |

your funeral? Or |

is it yours . . . at least for now?

Infact, yougotyour God-given body
for a purpose—to understand the God
who gave it to you. It’s not yours to kill.
Kill it and you've earned yourself a
new body even more prone to suffering
and less prone to the ecstasy of God
realization.

But what about the pain of termi-
nal illness? Recently my brother-in-
law succumbed to lung cancer. In his
last months he was often too drugged
on morphine to talk or think clearly.
He died unconscious in a hospital.

Around that time, Srila Prabhu-
pada’s disciple Ratnaranjini Devi Dast
of Scotland gave up her cancer-ridden
body. She refused pain-killers. “Just let
me suffer my lot and get it over with.”
She left her body in Krsna conscious-
ness, her Krsna Deity in hand.

In Bhagavad-gita (8.5), Krsna de-
clares, “Whoever at the end of life
quits his body remembering Me
alone at once attains to My nature. Of
this there is no doubt.” Once you have
attained Lord Krsna’s abode at death,
you’ve permanently solved your prob-
lems of disease and death in this world.

On the other hand, to forget Lord
Krsna is suicide. The great devotee
Narottama Dasasays, “My Lord, I have

simply wasted my life. Having obtained

the human body, I have neglected to

| worship Your Lordship, and therefore

I have willingly drunk poison.”

In other words, a godless life is its
own suicide mission. Dying in igno-
rance, Dr. Kevorkian’s patients will
inevitably suffer a relapse—another
birth. Of course, repeat customers
may be good for the suicide busi-
ness. But Dr. Kevorkian’s good inten-
tions for suffering humanity are dead
wrong. Death does benefit humanity.
It's a wake-up call: “Be Krsna con-
scious while you can.” @
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SPIRITUAL PLACES

Ratnabahu Dasa
leads devotees in
chanting Hare
Krsna during one
of many annual
festivals at New
Govardhana. The
festivals attract up
to four hundred
visitors from the
local valley, the
Gold Coast, and
Brisbane. An
annual “Srila
Prabhupada
Family Festival
and Rathayatra,”
held just after
Christmas, brings
devotees, guests,
and congrega-
tional members
from all over
Australasia.

Australia’s Vrnda

A pleasing natural environment filled with glorification of Krsna makes New Govar.

Children gather outside the
temple in the morning to get
ready for classes, having
begun their school day by
attending part of the morning
program at the temple.
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The temple houses three altars: on the left, Gaura-
Nitai (Caitanya and Nityananda); in the middle
(pictured below), Radha-Govardhana-dhari (Krsna,
“the Lifter of Govardhana Hill”); and on the right,
Krsna-Balarama, at whose feet sits Lord Girirdja,
Krsna in the form of a stone from Govardhana Hill.

by Ambika Devi Dasi
photos by Amogha Dasa

vana Hills

dhana a replica of Krsna’s eternal home.

N HOUR SOUTH of Brisbane, |

Australia, the glitzy tourist

area called the Gold Coast
stretches along the Pacific. Farther
south, imposing Mount Warning, the
first peak in Australia to receive the
rising sun, presides over the beautiful
Tweed Valley, with its green fields of
sugar cane. At the base of this former
volcano and set against a forested hill
sits a 1000-acre (450-hectare) farm of

the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Devotees bought the
property in 1977 and with Srila Prabhu-
pada’s approval named it New Go-
vardhana, after the sacred hill in
Vrndavana, India, where Krsna would
tend calves and sport with His friends.

With its subtropical climate and
good yearly rainfall, New Govardhana
is generally green and scenic, its sur-
rounding hills sloping gently down to

the river flats. On one of the hills, com-
manding sweeping views, sits the spa-
cious temple, built by devotees soon
after the farm was bought. The temple’s
back wall is largely filled by a colorful
stained-glass window depicting Lord
Caitanya and Lord Nitydnanda amid
peacocks, lotuses, and temple domes.
The rising sun filters through the win-
dow to spread myriad colors through-
out the temple.
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VRNDAVANA ATMOSPHERE

in New Govardhana one
can hear the songs of many types of
birds—the sweet warbling of the
the “laughing” of the
and the trumpet call of the
some near and some dists
BI‘l'—‘ht red and blue crimson rc
rainbow lorikeets
birds perch on t hes.
A visiting sannyasi once said that
New Govardhana reminded him of
Vrndavana. “One need only be in the
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River flows through Vrndavana.”
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THE COMMUNITY

About sixty-five devotees live at
New Govardhana. Many community
members esinnearby
towns or rural areas. Some visit the
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land-oriented. Most families
Govardhana support then
selling things at local cra

and some devotees own busines
which they empl 3 ()them

and set up W lml 1s now a succe
e and perfume factory.
families in the area have started a res-

taurant—Govinda’s Natural Foods—
reet of Murwillumbah.
»me a popular lunch-

on the main s
Govinda’shasb
time venue for the town’s business peo-
ple and devotees alike. Mc ly,
Kisor1 Vallabha Dasi IEDI'\ileled on the
farm a child day
and funded by the
Whether living on the farm or in
| neighboring towns, the devotees of the

New Govardhana
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REMEMBERING SRILA PRABHUPADA

PRABHUPADA’
COMPASSION

Because of Srila Prabhupada’s extraordinary compassion,
Krsna consciousness could take hold in the West.

by Satsvaruipa Dasa Goswami

WOULD LIKE l(_) DISCUSS the

ways in which Srila Prabhupada

extends his compassion to us. How
Prabhupada applied his compassion to
his followers, enduring any difficulty to
do so, is a relishable and important
topic. Prabhupada is Krsna’s represen-
tative, offering us the priceless gift of
Krsna consciousness. Although it is for
each of us to accept this gift, Prabhu-
pada has made it very easy for us to
accept. That is his great compassion. If
we are fortunate, we may also receive a
drop of Prabhupada’s compassionate
mood and begin to care for the devo-
tional lives of others.

Material compassion and spiritual
compassion are two distinct entities. |
Prabhupada describes material com-
passion as rescuing only the coat of a |
drowning man. The sentiment may be |
sincere, but the compassion is mis- |
placed. To understand spiritual com-
passion, we have to understand the
essence of the living entity in his or her
spiritual relationship with the Supreme
Lord. Without this knowledge, we will
not be able to understand the best in-
terest even of ourselves, what to speak
of others. Without spiritual understand-
ing, our attempts at compassion will
not benefit the soul.

Srila Prabhupada wanted to influ-
ence people everywhere to give up their
sinful activities and to surrender to |

Krsna. He was successful because he
combined humility, dependence on
guruand Krsna, and confidencein Lord
Caitanya’s power to deliver the fallen
souls.

Although we may think of a world
reformer as aggressively ambitious, we
should know that for one on the spiri-
tual platform, humility and confident
ambition are not mutually exclusive.
Because the devotee knows he repre-
sents the most powerful person, Krsna,
he is supremely confident. And be-
cause he sees himself as the Lord’s
servant, he is deeply humble. In the
poem Srila Prabhupada wrote at sea
during his 1965 voyage to America, he
expresses this sentiment:

SriSrimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, who is very dear to Lord
Gauranga [Caitanya], the son of
mother Suci._ is unparalleled in his
service to the Supreme Lord Sri
Krsna. He is that great saintly spiri-
tual master who bestows intense de-
votion to Krsna at different places
throughout the world.

By his strong desire, the holy
name of Lord Gauranga will spread
throughout all the countries of the
Western world. In all the cities, towns,
and villages on the earth, from all the
oceans, seas, rivers, and streams,
everyone will chant the holy name of
Krsna.

As the vast mercy of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu conquersall directions,
aflood of transcendental ecstasy will
certainly cover the land. When all
the sinful, miserable living entities
become happy, the Vaisnavas’ desire
is then fulfilled.

Although my Guru Maharaja or-
dered me to accomplish this mission,
I am not worthy or fit to do it. I am
very fallen and insignificant. There-
fore, O Lord, now I am begging for
Your mercy so that I may become
worthy, for You are the wisest and
most experienced of all.

If You bestow Your power, by
serving the spiritual master one
attains the Absolute Truth—one’s
life becomes successful. If that ser-
vice is obtained, then one becomes
happy and gets Your association due
to good fortune.

From these verses we can under-
stand something of Srila Prabhupada’s
humility and his confident dependence
on his spiritual master and Krsna.

EMPOWERED
REFORMER

There are many world reformers as
well as many persons who merely try
to reform the little circle of their
own lives. Some of these reformers
may even express humility. But their
attempts to create a compassionate
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Prabhupada was willing to adjust his preaching
to suit the Western mentality, yet without altering
the purity and authenticity of Krsna’s message.

change in the world are misplaced—
like saving only the coat of the drown-
ing man. Srila Prabhupada, however,
whom Krsna imbued to the extreme
with the dynamic combination of hu-
mility and spiritual confidence, was able
to save the world.

Srila Prabhupada applied his com-
passion firstin converting nondevotees
and then in preaching to his new dis-
ciples. If we find ourselves sometimes
taking ISKCON for granted, we should
remember that ISKCON did not de-
velop automatically. It developed be-
cause Srila Prabhupada made such a
careful and relevant presentation of
the Krsna consciousness philosophy. It
developed because Prabhupada ex-
pended great love and care to adjust
Krsna’s eternal message for the West-
ern world.

One example of thisis Prabhupada’s
allowing women to live in his ISKCON
centers, a practice unheard ofin Indian
temples. Another example is when
Prabhupada firstinstructed his disciples
to chant the Hare Krsna mantra on
beads.

Prabhupada’s spiritual master had
taught that initiated devotees must
chant sixty-four rounds a day; other-
wise they were considered fallen.
Prabhupada mentioned sixty-four
rounds to his new disciples, but he
could see that it would be impossible
for them. Mukunda Swami tells in the
Srila Prabh upada-lilamytahow Prabhu-
pada negotiated with him before fi-
nally settling on the minimum daily
quota of sixteen rounds.

We could call these examples of le-
niency more than of compassion, but
leniency is a constituent of compas-
sion. Prabhupada sincerely wanted
people to take to Krsna consciousness.
Therefore he was not rigid. That he
was willing to bend and adjust accord-
ing to time and place is an example of
his compassion.

When Srila Prabhupada was asked
if we could write his biography, his
reply illuminated in one line the com-
passion behind his apparent leniency:
“If you write my life story, you should
say that what I did was like transplant-
ing a fulasi plant.” In other words,
Prabhupada did not ignore the cul-
tural differences between India and
America. Rather, he preserved the
Vedic plant and fed it according to the
conditions of the Western soil and en-
vironment. Always his concern was to
preserve the plant. Therefore he was
willing to adjust his preaching to suit
the Western mentality, yet without al-
tering the purity and authenticity of
Krsna’s message.

Prabhupada expressed compassion
in his willingness to preach to anyone,
including the receptive hippies he
encountered in the West. Prabhupada
was completely different from the
American and European hippies. He
was cultured, elderly, and completely
transcendental. Yet when he looked
out to his audience of hippies, he chose
to look beyond the gruffy exteriors to
see the heart. He preached wherever
it was favorable, and Krsna rewarded
him. One time he even preached at a
nudist commune, holding kiriana and
lecturing. Afterwards, some of the
members changed their ways and re-
quested to join his movement. Prabhu-
pada was so compassionate.

CARING FOR
FALLEN DISCIPLES

Another unprecedented display of
compassion is evident in Prabhupada’s
arranging the marriages of his disci-
ples. In India the tradition was that no
sannyasi would take part in arranging
marriages. Srila Prabhupada in Ameri-
ca, however, saw marriage as the only
remedy for the otherwise unrestricted
| mixing of men and women in his move-
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ment. Often his young married dis-
ciples were successful, continuing to
follow their initiation vows and work-
ing to spread Krsna consciousness.
Often new centers were opened by
such couples.

It wasn’t long, however, before
Prabhupada felt the shock of hearing
thatsome of his Western disciples could
not keep their marriage vows. In 1967,
Prabhupada arranged the marriage of
two of his disciples. Within a short
time, however, the woman left her hus-
band, found a new boyfriend, and re-
married. When Prabhupada heard this,
he was disgusted. “I am going back to
Vrndavana,” he said. “I am a sannyasi.
Why do I have to hear about these
things?”

Yet although he was disturbed, he
continued communicating with both
the woman and her new husband.
Prabhupada told her that his main in-
terest was that she become Krsna con-
scious. She had made a serious mistake,
but he accepted her back because he so
much wanted his disciples to continue
their Krsna conscious life. He was con-
fident that, by the power of their asso-
ciation with Krsna consciousness, his
disciples could rectify themselves.

Prabhupada also felt the shock of
seeing his young sannyasis forsake their
vows. And again he responded with
compassion. He assured them that they
could continue practicing Krsna con-
sciousness, if not as sanrnyasis, then as
married men. He simply wanted all of
us to chant Hare Krsna.

Prabhupadadidn’t take these disap-
pointments lightly. Sometimes he cried,
and sometimes he could not sleep at
night because he worried about the
problems his Western disciples brought
him. Once he said. “You Western
people have two permanent diseases.
You are so attached to sex, and you are
always quarreling.” But although he

(please turn to page 53)



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out
AR SO e SN

Here we conclude an exchange that took place in Paris on
Junels, 1974, between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, two priests, and two Christian scholars.
As we join the discussion, a newly arrived American student
launches into his philosophy of “All is light.”

Srila Prabhupada: So there is only one
path: surrender to God. Do all of
you accept this?

Student: I think that each man
finds his own way.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. Do
you accept this principle—
that Godis greatand we are
all subordinate to Him?
Student: My principleis the
light—that thereis only the
light. If some people wish to
call it God, they can call it
God. God, for me, is just
aword. It’s a word no
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one can understand.

Srila Prabhupada: Simply you understand.

Student: I understand the light.

Srila Prabhupada: No. You think you understand God, or
the ultimate truth. Yousay, definitely, “Godis a word.” That
means you think you understand the ultimate truth, or God.
Student: No.

Srila Prabhupada: Then why do you say, “God is a word™?
Student: I say God is only a word and that’s why I cannot
speak of God, because it’s a word and it cannot be ex-
plained.

Srila Prabhupada: But you are using words, and you are

explaining. Why do you speak these contradictory things?

Student: No. I say that I cannot speak of God, because

God is a word.

Srila Prabhupada: Now you are saying you do not know
what God is. First of all, accept that you do not know.

Student: It is light. I speak of the light.

Srila Prabhupada: Now again you are saying you know
God. You are speaking in both ways: that you do not know
and that you do know. Sometimes you say you do not know;
sometimes you say you do know.

Student: No, no, no.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Disciple: Yes. And in the end you say you do know.

You've decided that God or the ultimate truth is

simply light. So when you say “All is light,”

actually you're claiming you do know God.

Student (with hand on heart): 1 believe in

what I feel here, and that is God for me.

Srila Prabhupada: That means thatat other

times, when you feel something else, that is
God.

Student (still with hand on heart): 1 feel

the light here.

Srila Prabhupada: You can feel the light
anywhere.
Student: Light is this table, this floor.

Light is everything.

Srila Prabhupada: That’s all right.
Then why do you say you do not
know God? You know God: in His
preliminary feature, as the all-per-
vasive light.
Student: Because for me, God is
merely a word. How can you explain
God with a word? What is God?

Explain to me what is God.
Srila Prabhupada (1o a disciple):
Talk with him. He'll simply waste
my time.

-, Student: If you can explain to me
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what is God, I would appreciate it.
Srila Prabhupada: [ To the disciple:] Just
go and take him. [7o the student:] You
go and he’ll explain to you. Please.

Student: He cannot explain to me.
Srila Prabhupada: Then you go away.
Please. What can I do? I cannot waste
time.

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Lord Nrsimhadeva
Appearance Day: May 2

n the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says that He appears to protect

His devotees and annihilate the demons. A graphic example of
the Lord’s protection and annihilation can been seenin Hisincarnation
as Lord Nrsimhadeva, a half-man, half-lion. The following excerpt
from the Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.7.14) briefly explains why the Lord
appeared in this unusual form.

TRANSLATION: The Personality of Godhead assumed the incarna-
tion of Nrsimhadeva in order to vanquish the great fears of the
demigods. He killed the king of the demons [Hiranyakasipu], who
challenged the Lord with a club in his hand, by placing the demon on
His thighs and piercing him with His nails, rolling His eyebrows in
anger and showing His fearful teeth and mouth.

PURPORT: The history of Hiranyakasipu and his great devotee-son
Prahlida Maharaja is narrated in the Seventh Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Hiranyakasipu became very powerful by material
achievements and thought himself to be immortal by the grace of
Brahmaji. Brahmaji declined to award him the benediction of im-
mortality because he himself is not an immortal being. But
Hiranyakasipu derived Brahmaji's benediction in a roundabout way,
almost equal to becoming an immortal being. Hiranyakasipu was
sure that he would not be killed by any man or demigod or by any
kind of known weapon, nor would he die in day or night.

The Lord, however, assumed the incarnation of half-man and
half-lion, which was beyond the imagination of a materialisticdemon
like Hiranyakasipu, and thus, keeping pace with the benediction of
Brahmaji, the Lord killed him. He killed him on His lap so that he was
killed neither on land nor on the water nor in the sky. The demon was
pierced by Nrsimha’s nails, which were beyond the human weapons
imaginable by Hiranyakasipu.

The literal meaning of Hiranyakasipu is one who is after gold
and soft bedding, the ultimate aim of all materialistic men. Such
demoniacmen, who have norelationship with God, gradually become
puffed up by material acquisitions and begin to challenge the authority
of the Supreme Lord and torture those who are devotees of the Lord.
Prahlada Maharaja happened to be the son of Hiranyakasipu, and
because the boy was a great devotee, his father tortured him to the
best of his ability. In this extreme situation, the Lord assumed the
incarnation of Nrsimhadeva, and just to finish the enemy of the
demigods, the Lord killed Hiranyakasipu in a manner beyond the
demon’s imagination. Materialistic plans of godless demons are
always frustrated by the all-powerful Lord.

(Full calendar, page 63)
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Student: If you cannot explain to me
whatis God . . .

Srila Prabhupada: But you know ev-
erything. What canIexplain? You know
everything. [ The student leaves. ]
Madame Devi: Your Divine Grace, are
there certain qualities that make some
people more receptive toward the di-
vine and other people less receptive?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. That I have
explained: sattva-guna, rajo-guna,
tamo-guna, the modes of goodness,
passion, and ignorance. Those who are
in goodness—they can understand the
divine very easily. Those who are in
passion—they have got difficulty. And
those who are covered by ignorance—
they cannot understand.

Madame Devi: Is this degree of cover-
ing a question of one’s physical body?
Is it hormones or a chemical state—
that some people are more covered by
ignorance than others?

Srila Prabhupada: “Covered” means
dirty things in the heart. That’s all. Just
as the sun is covered by the cloud.
Madame Devi: So by repeating the
mantra, the name of God, your heart
becomes more . . .

Srila Prabhupada: You become puri-
fied.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, you often
give the example that the heart is a
mirror. And the more we polish the
mirror by chanting Krsna’s names, the
more we become enlightened.
Madame Devi: Therefore. we have to
repeat the name of God every day,
many times.

Srila Prabhupada: Hmm. Yes.
Madame Devi: Your Divine Grace, I
would like to know about the problem
of death: what happens at the time of
death.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. You have to
prepare yourself. Just asin a dream we
think about what we have done previ-

| ously, similarly, we are preparing our

mental condition at the time of death
by what we are doing in our daily life.
Madame Devi: [ see. And would it be
true, in a sense, that our thoughts are
more important than our actions?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Thoughts are
the subtle action.

Madame Devi: So, in other words, our
thoughts begin the action, and they
also determine the action?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Therefore, we



give thoughts beyond your present
thoughts. From the authoritative Vedic
scriptures. For example, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam describes Lord Buddha,

thinking, “In old age I'll be crippled
like that? I am also going to be like
that? No. What is the value?” Then he
began meditation, so that he could es-
cape the material world, this cycle of
old age, disease, death, and rebirth.
As he studied the Vedas, he under-
stood that by bad karma one becomes
subjected to material tribulation. And
most of the bad karma, he thought, is
on account of our malice, starting from
our practice of killing animals. So he
wanted to stop this. That is Buddha’s
first teaching. Sadaya-hrdaya darsita-
pasu-ghatam—*-<Stop animal killing.”
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, as you re-
call, here in Paris last year a man came
tomeet you—the president of the Court

of Paris. He was supposed to be a Bud-
dhist, and yet he said to you, “In the
climate of India, maybe you can get

away with not eating meat. But in the
in his youth, seeing the elderly and |

climate of the West, we must eat meat.”
Srila Prabhupada: That is rascaldom.
He’s a first-class rascal. Therefore, the
conclusion s, these religious and social
leaders are rascals. If they want to be
saved from their rascal position, this is
the only method. Krsna consciousness.
Genuine God consciousness. Other-
wise, how can they be saved from the
cycle of rebirth and death? They are
atma-hana [killers of the soul]. Aima-
hana means “self-killing.” Suicidal. If
you cut your own throat, who can save
you?

So these so-called followers of Lord
Jesus or Lord Buddha who actually do
not follow—they’re all rascals. We don’t
hate anyone. We want to raise them.
But actually, they’re all rascals. @

COMPASSION

(continued from page 50)

sometimes spoke like that, he was al-
ways willing to take us back if we were
sincere.

FoLLOWING HiS EXAMPLE

Coming to Krsna consciousness is
rare. Prabhupada told us to be amazed
not that so many leave, but at that so
many stay. “We are spending gallons
and gallons of our blood,” he said, “just
to make one devotee.”

Following Srila Prabhupada’s ex-
ample, we too should be compassion-
ate with our fellow devotees. Instead
of finding fault with them for their
minor discrepancies, we should remem-
ber that it took great effort for Srila
Prabhupada tointroduce them to Krsna
consciousness. We should also remem-
ber that whoever takes to Krsna con-
sciousness is dear to Prabhupada. And
each of us, as servant of Prabhupada,
should help the others become prop-
erly situated, thus preserving what
Prabhupada worked so hard to estab-
lish. If we do this, then Krsna will be
compassionate toward us, despite our
many faults.

Prabhupada expressed compassion
in all his activities. Out of compassion

he wrote his books, battled the athe-
ists and Mayavadis, and reprimanded
his disciples. Out of compassion he
does not tolerate any interference in
the flow of Krsna’s mercy to the liv-
ing entities. Therefore we pray to
Prabhupada throughout the day: I
offer my obeisances to His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, who
is very dear to Krsna on this earth,
having taken shelter at the lotus feet of
the transcendental Lord.”

By comparison with Prabhupada,
we are on such alow level. But Prabhu-
pada is so dear to Krsna that he can
awaken our devotional creeper, purify
us of mixed motives and impure chant-
ing, and give us the confidence to reach
the goal of life.

Prabhupada is compassionate and
realistic. He compassionately gives his
followers practical, relevant services in
carrying on his mission. We therefore
pray to have faith in our spiritual mas-
ter. And we pray for the confidence to
continue hearing from him, serving him,
and accepting his protection.

Satsvarapa Dasa Goswami travels ex-
tensively to speak and write about Krsna
consciousness. Heis the author of many
books, including a six-volume biogra-
phy of Srila Prabhupada.
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At aur subscriber-service center, we don't hove
many problems—or at least we think we don't.

But there is one problem we know about:
You don't complain to us enough.

You might think that if you fell us you've
got a problem we'll feel offended. Not at alll
If anything’s ever less than right with your
subscription, that's an opportunity for us to
serve you.

But if you don't fell us, we won't know.

So please, if you ever need help with your
substription, just get in touch with us.

Call us, toll free, at 1-800-800-3284. Or write
us: BTG Service Center, P. 0. Box 255, Sandy
Ridge, NC 27046, USA. Or reach us by e-mil:
bigsubs@iskcon.com.

We'll be delighted for the opportunity fo serve
you. Hare Krsna.
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Moving?
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Srila Prabhupada Centennial

Krsna Wants to Glorify Prabhupada

by Lokanath Swami

MEMORIES OF THE Centennial Year in-
auguration in Mumbai (Bombay) are still
fresh in my mind. We were expecting up
to 10,000 people, which seemed a lot. But
Krsna surprised us all—30,000 turned up.
The many prominent citizens of Mumbai
in attendance obviously came not for en-
tertainment or free prasadam but to honor
Srila Prabhupada, who wassurely pleased
by the attendance.

We had predicted an audience of 10,000
by estimating what percentage of peo-
ple would respond to the invitations we
sent out. But Lord Krsna, wanting to
expand the glories of His pure devotee
Srila Prabhupada, set His own communi-
cation channel going and inspired people
from within their hearts to attend the
function.

Secing the city’s leading stadium jam-
packed with Mumbai’s elite, and witness-
ing their overwhelming response to the
lectures and programs, [ became further

Let’s Celebrate Together!

Don’t miss the global events
of the Centennial—

Padayatra Week:
June 2-8

World Holy Name Day:
June 9

ISKCON
Incorporation Day:
August 7

Feed the World Day:
November 23

Contact your local
ISKCON center for details.

convinced: Krsna wants to glorify Srila
Prabhupada. We had been emphasizing
this point throughout the four-year Cen-
tennial campaign, and Krsna proved it.
Krsna is known as bhaktanama mana
vardhanah, “He who enhances the repu-
tation of His devotees.”

Success Depends on Krsna

After the triumphant start of the Cen-
tennial, we feel more confident that our
endeavor to glorify Srila Prabhupada
throughout 1996 will be a grand success.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna, is party to the Centennial celebra-
tion. In fact, He is at the very top of the
Centennial organizational tree. The suc-
cess of the Centennial celebration de-
pends on Him.

Sometimes the public glorifies unquali-
fied people and becomes victimized by
ignorant and unscrupulous so-called lead-
ers. It is said about mundane name and
fame, “Name, fame, glory—same old
story!” But this saying does not apply to
the fame of a pure devotee of the Lord.
Srila Prabhupada’s fame, an integral part
of his spiritual opulence in relationship
with Krsna, is eternal and ever increasing,.
Srila Prabhupada is meant to be famous
throughout the whole world, like devo-
tees mentioned in Srimad-th?gavamm,
such as Dhruva Maharaja and Bhakta
Prahlada.

Take the Opportunity

The Centennial year is a great time to
introduce to the whole world Srila Prabhu-
pada and his life and mission. So let us all
take seriously this once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity and wholeheartedly glorify Srila
Prabhupada.

By the time this issue of BTG reaches
your hands, you must all be getting ready
for the next Global Events of the Centen-
nial—Padayatra Week and World Holy
Name Day—to take place in the begin-
ning of June. So we would like to appeal to
everyone to go out in large numbers—on
Padayatra, on harinama-sankirtana, or
simply door to door—to invite as many

people as possible to join in the Celebra-
tion of the Century. Please walk, talk, and
chant the glories of His Divine Grace
Srila Prabhupada.

Centennial Resources

Prabhupdda Toshani
The Newsletier
Of the Prabhupada Centennial

Throughout 1996, Prabhupada Tosh-
ani will report on Centennial events and
festivalsworldwide. The newsletteris now
coming out every two months. Watch for
the new features of the magazine. Publi-
cation will continue until April 1997.
Subscribe now! Subscriptions: 4 issues
US$14. Bulk Order: 50 copies, US$56
(postage not included). Send payment
by international check. payable to
ISKCON, to Gaurangi Dasi, 62 Sant
Nagar, New Delhi 110065, India.

Prabhupadanuga
ISKCON's International Newsletter for
Uniting Prabhupada’s Family

To receive a copy, send your name and
address to Ramiya Dasa, P. O. Box 1987,
Alachua, FL 32616, USA.

Promotional Items
Sahasra Tirtha Jala video, poster, and
presentation folder, Centennial T-shirts,
pens, badges, posters, bags, photo frames,
key chains, etc.

Publications
Centennial Master Plan
Memorials Manual
Harinama Manual
Centennial Brochures

For more information about Centen-
nial resources, contact your national Cen-
tennial office, or the Centennial Global
Ministry at Centennial House, 62 Sant
Nagar, New Delhi 110065, India. Phone:
+91 (11) 6469633 or 6481977. Fax: +91
(11) 6225277 or 6872378. E-mail:
gaurangi.lok@com.bbt.se




News and Events

Hare Krsna Utsava
On the Road

The All-India Traveling Centennial Ut-
sava (“festival™) took to the road on
February 1. Chief Minister of Orissa,
Mr. J. B. Pattnaik inaugurated the first
festival, in Bhubaneswar. The pious
Orissan crowds flooding the Utsava
camp showed overwhelming response
to the high-tech shows, eighteen pavil-
ions, Krsna Vision multi-projector
show, and other uncommon attractions
presenting the philosophy of Krsna con-
sciousness. The festival site was packed
for four days. A local newspaper titled
its report “Krishna Consciousness
Movement Invades Town.”

The traveling festival next per-
formed at the Hare Krsna World Con-
vention in Mayapur, where hundreds
of thousands of Bengali pilgrims
gathered for Gaura Pairnima, the ap-
pearance day of Lord Caitanya.

The most spectacular response
from the publicand the largest devotee
participation was in Mumbai, which
hosted the traveling festival from March
20 through April 14. The event also
commemorated the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of Srila Prabhupada’s first
pandal (tent) program in Bombay,
held in March 1971 at the very same
Cross Maidan grounds. The devotees’
chanting parties, delightful plays, and
thought-provoking lectures attracted
a constant flow of thousands of appre-
ciative visitors daily.

Prabhupada Road
Inaugurated in Mumbai

On January 6 a three-mile long road in
Mumbai was renamed Bhaktivedanta
Swami Marg. The ten crossroads on
the marg (“street™) will also be re-
named Bhaktivedanta Swami Cross-
road 1, 2, 3, and so on. The mayor of

Mumbai, accompanied by the local
municipal cooperator and other promi-
nent citizens, unveiled the black gra-
nite plaque commemorating the new
street name.

Hundreds of devotees and mem-
bers from Mumbai’s three ISKCON
temples joined a Padayétra held on the
occasion and chanted enthusiastically
around a bullock cart bearing a deity of
Srila Prabhupada. The procession trav-
eled thelength of Bhaktivedanta Swami
Marg and ended at Hare Krishna Land,
where devotees held a formal function
at the ISKCON auditorium in glorifi-
cation of Prabhupada. Juhu mayor Sri
Ramcandra Kadam assured ISKCON
of the municipal council’s support.
ISKCON leaders Giriraja Swami,
Radhanatha Swami, and Gopala Krsna
Goswami addressed the audience and
presented mementos to the chief guests.

Worldwide Glorification

So far 150 ISKCON centers have con-
firmed they’ll take part in the Sahasra
Tirtha Jala Maha Abhiseka sponsor-
ship program. The sacred water was
bottled in February, and in March at
the Hare Krsna World Convention in

Centennial inauguration in Mumbai (Bombay).

¥ : Fi

Mayapur the Centennial Ministry de-
livered 1,500 sponsored kalasas (water
pots) to Sahasra Tirtha Jala coordina-
tors and temple presidents to carry
back to their respective centers.

Aboothat the convention displayed
the 1,008 waters, the 7 categories of
kalasas, a giant map of India showing
the 1,008 firthas (holy places), and pho-
tographs of the entire project—water
collection, kalasa manufacturing, wa-
ter bottling, office back up, and so on.
The kalasa manufacturers expect to
finish 20,000 kalasas by June.

Calcutta Celebration

Srila Prabhupada’s 1996 Maha Vyasa-
pija in Calcutta, his birth city, will be a
verysignificant event. Dignitaries from
India and abroad have been invited to
attend and express their appreciation
for Srila Prabhupada and his work.

The two-day program will begin with
a grand reception of the 1,008 sacred
waters, which will arrive by train from
New Delhi and then be carried in pro-
cession through the streets of Calcutta.
The highlight of the festival will be the
bathing of the deity of Srila Prabhupada
with the 1,008 sacred waters.

Stila Prabhupada’s Maha Vyasa-piija September 6, 1996 (September 7 in some countries).
A tribute of love to our beloved spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Let us all be there for his pleasure!




HOSE WEEKLY girl scout meet-

ings always began with us
reciting our vows. “To be clean in
thought, word, and deed,” I would
say carelessly, eager to begin our
project or camping excursion.

For children being raised in Krsna
consciousness, cleanliness isn't an
abstract ideal but an important part
of a progressive spiritual life. Though
spiritual purity is the first concern,
physical and mental cleanliness also
count. In fact, they are usually symp-
toms of one’s consciousness, and a
clean body and mind help develop a
clean consciousness, or Krsna
CONSCiousness.

Clean Body, Mind, Intelligence

We should teach our children that
cleanliness is essential for good
health. Most parents teach their chil-
dren some hygiene, but devotee chil-
dren do things that require special
cleanliness, such as visiting the
temple, eating krsna-prasadam, or
preparing food to offer to Krsna.

For mental cleanliness, or mental
purity, our children should learn how
to avoid envious, hateful, deceitful,
and selfish thoughts. They need to
know how to deal with such thoughts,
which enter the mind despite all pre-
cautions. We must also teach children
to guard against mental speculation,
by teaching them that philosophical
and spiritual truths must be sup-
ported by Vedic literature. And since
thoughts and words are closely
related, our children should practice
pleasing, helpful, and truthful speech.

As for purity of intelligence, we
want our children to learn to use
their intelligence to help themselves
and others make spiritual progress,
rather than to increase material
illusion.

The ultimate purity is unadulter-
ated love for Krsna, free from per-
sonal desire and flowing unhindered
like a mighty river to the sea. If our

SCHOOLING KRSNA'S.CHILDREN

Revolutionary Cleanliness

by Urmila Devi Dasi

children gain such cleanliness of soul,
their cleanliness will be revolutionary.

Teaching Cleanliness

The two best ways to teach our
children any kind of cleanliness are
by our own example and by helping
them form early habits. For example,
the longer we wait to teach our chil-
dren to wash their hands and mouth
after eating, the longer they have to
form a habit of uncleanliness. No
matter what we do, they will form
habits—clean or unclean. So we
should start teaching about cleanli-
ness as soon as they can understand.

When we help our child start a
habit early, the child comes to see the
behavior or attitude as normal, as
simply part of life. To get the child to
practice cleanliness will then be fairly
easy. For example, if we bathe our
child every morning from a young
age, the child will naturally pick up
the habit of early-morning bathing.

When to introduce a particular
item of cleanliness depends on the
age and needs of the child. An over-
all guideline is that the child must be
physically and mentally capable of the
cleanliness routine. For example, until
a child gets all his baby teeth, teach-
ing him not to put his hand in his
mouth is unreasonable. But we can
teach even a young child to wash after
eating, simply by always washing the
child’s hands and mouth after meals.
Gradually, the child can do this
without our assistance.

Children of two or three can start
learning to keep their personal
environment clean and organized.
Parents can help put things away and
clean up inevitable messes. A four-

| year-old can have regular cleaning

duties, though these should be easy
and take little time. By the time a
child is ten, he or she should be
naturally clean and organized.

Here’s how I teach a child of eight
to clean and organize his or her room.
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First, we put everything away neatly
in its place. Not having too much
clutter makes the job easier. If clothes,
books, or toys are not stored neatly,
the child has to keep at it until the area
“passes inspection.” Then the child and
I clean the surfaces, as the child learns
which rag and cleaner to use on each
surface. I teach the child to clean every
surface regularly, including small
ledges on walls, doors, and windows.
We then look for dirt. Are there
smudges around the light switches or
door knobs? Has the ceiling been
collecting cobwebs? Finally, we sweep
and mop the floor together.

A child will gradually be able to do
more and more cleaning without my
assistance, although someone experi-
enced in cleaning must always inspect,
and sometimes re-inspect, before the
cleaning is finished.

Besides the daily routine, to have
one or two designated days a week for
full-scale cleaning is helpful. In our
household, cleaning on such days is a
family festival, where we play tapes of

| lively devotional music and clean with

great enthusiasm.

Children should learn that the home
isn’t the only place to keep clean. We
should teach our children that a brah-
minical person leaves a place cleaner
than he found it. We can practice
applying this principle with our chil-
dren when eating at highway picnic
areas, or when staying overnight in
temples, hotels, or friends’ houses.

Our children also need to learn the
reasons behind the different items of
cleanliness. Otherwise, rules will seem
just that—simply rules, ritualized for-
mulas developed traditionally for rea-
sons that no longer apply or never did.

Protecting Purity
Parents can nurture the mental,
intellectual, and spiritual purity of a

| very young child simply by controlling
what he or she is exposed to. But a

growing child gradually meets with



influences beyond the family, and
even beyond the community of
friends and relatives. Children who
come with us shopping, preaching,
and on other excursions into society
at large, as they should, will confront
an increasingly impure world. How
important, then, that we show a joy-
ful strictness as we clean our homes,
bodies, words, minds, and hearts as
an offering of love to Krsna. As the

N JANUARY last year a woman in

her early seventies came into my
art shop at the local shopping mall.
She bought several paintings for her
home, and while I framed them we
talked. She told me her name is
Harriet Barret, she is the mother of
three children and the grandmother
of seven, and she had been married
for thirty-six years before her
husband passed away in 1984.

Somehow we got to the subject of
reincarnation. When Harriet men-
tioned that she believed in reincarna-
tion, I replied, “It’s not a question of
belief but a matter of fact.” I told her
I've been a student of Vedic litera-
ture, specifically the Bhagavad-gita,
for more than twenty years. I ex-
plained some of the Gita’s teachings,
and she was very receptive to the
philosophy. At the end of our conver-
sation I asked her to come again.

“There’s a book I want to give
you,” I said.

When she came back two weeks
later, I gave her a copy of Bhagavad-
gita As [t Is. She took the book and
thanked me enthusiastically.

Every week since then she has
been coming to my shop asking ques-
tions about vegetarianism, material
attachments, the three modes of
nature, and so on. One day she asked
if I knew anything about meditation.

“Oh, yes,” I said. “I’ve been doing
mantra meditation for many years.
Someday I'll show you how to

BOOK DISTRIBUTION

The Greatest Gift at Any Age

by Udayananda Dasa

child imitates adult standards of
cleanliness and purity, he or she will
find such happiness in Krsna con-
sciousness that there will seem no
greater gain. Impure thoughts and
actions will then be seen as what they
are—dirty and disgusting.

Children clean in body, mind,
intelligence, and soul can become
real brahmanas. Even a small num-
ber of people who have achieved

meditate with beads.”

A few weeks went by, and Harriet
kept coming to my shop. “When are
you going to show me how to medi-
tate?” she would ask. But because of
my busy work schedule, I just
couldn’t find time to show her how to
chant Hare Krsna on beads.

Then one day she called me on the
phone. By then she had read more
than four hundred pages of the
Bhagavad-gita.

“How do you pronounce K-R-S-
N-A?” she asked.

“Oh, that’s Krsna!” I said, pro-
nouncing it for her.

Then she asked, “How do you pro-
nounce H-A-R-E?”

“That’s Hare!” I said.

“So,” she asked, “you say, Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare / Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare? Is this the
mantra you were going to teach me?”

“You got it!™ I said.

I explained that this is the maha-
mantra—the greatest mantra—and
the highest form of meditation one
can possibly perform. If she chanted
this mantra, all her material attach-
ments could be broken, her past
karma removed, and eventually she
could become completely purified.
She could transcend the bondage of
repeated birth and death and return
home, back to Godhead.

Harriet started chanting the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra. At first she

purity in their childhood can trans-
form society.

Urmila Devi Dasi, initiated in 1973,
has worked in ISKCON education
since 1983. She and her family live in

| Hillsborough, North Carolina, where

she runs a school for children aged
5-18. She is the main author/compiler
of Vaikuntha Children, a gurukula
classroom guidebook.

chanted fifteen minutes a day. Gradu-
ally she increased. One day she called
me in a very excited mood. She had
just chanted for two hours without
stopping.

I'm very happy at Harriet’s prog-
ress. Her enthusiasm to learn more
and more has also humbled me to
begin to appreciate the incredible gifts
Srila Prabhupada has given the world.
How easy it is to take for granted the
perfect wisdom of the Bhagavad-gita
and Srimad-Bhagavatam and the

| potency of the holy name.

The realization I've had is that
billions of people never get the chance
to have the most important questions
of life answered—even by the age of
seventy-one.

Harriet Barrett had led a thor-
oughly prosperous life, but something
was missing. Now she is chanting Hare
Krsna every day. The gap is filled. She
says that the Hare Krsna mantra is the
most valuable acquisition of her life.

“Never in my seventy-one years
have I ever experienced such over-
whelming joy and tranquillity,” she
says. “I am humbled that at my age
the Supreme Lord would be so kind to
give me this great gift of purification
and the ability to understand it.”

Udayananda Dasa, a disciple of Srila

| Prabhupadas, joined ISKCON in

1973. He lives in Efland, North Caro-
lina, with his wife and their three
children.
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“Please come and take your Deity.
He’s burning everything.
He’s made it clear He wants to go now!”

LORD NRSIMHADEVA
(continued from page 25)
what to say. He smiled and continued.

“You want everything done exact-
ly according to the scriptures. Your
Nrsimhadeva will be four feet high.
Comparatively speaking, that will
make Prahlada Maharaja the size of an
amoeba.”

“But we want Prahlada Maharaja
one foot high,” I interrupted.

“Fine,” the sthapati replied. “But
that means your Nrsimhadeva will have
to be about 120 feet high.”

We began to argue about Prahlada
Maharaja’s form. Finally the sthapati
sighed in resignation and agreed to
make Prahlada Maharaja one foot
tall. At least now I had something
positive to report when I returned to
Mayapur.

After two months I returned to
South India. There had been no devel-
opments. [ shuttled back and forth be-
tween Mayapur and South India every
thirty or forty days. Finally our stone
was found, and the sthapati became a
transformed man. For more than a
week he hardly spent any time at home.
Hour after hour, day after day, he just
sat staring at the slab. He had chalk in
hand but didn’t draw anything. He re-
fused to allow his laborers to do any-
thing besides remove the excess stone
to make the slab rectangular. The next
time I visited him, he had made asketch
on the stone. That was all. I was wor-
ried. The Mayapur managers were be-
coming impatient.

“Are you sure this Deity will be
finished in six months?” I asked in
desperation.

“Don’t worry. The work will be
done,” he replied.

I returned to Mayapur, only to be
sent back to South India to check on
some details of the Deity. I found the
sthapati carving the form with intense
care and dedication. The stone had

gone and the shape had come. The

| sthapatihadjuststarted on the armlets.

He took two weeks to carve them. All
the features were so refined and deli-
cate. | was impressed and happy.

The sthapati took a little more than
twelve months to finish the Deity. When
he completed the work he didn’t in-
form me at once but decided to visit
some friends for a few days. It was the
monsoon season, there were few visi-
tors, and he felt it safe to lock up Lord
Nrsimhadeva securely in a thatched
shed. Two days later his neighbors
ran to tell him that the shed was on
fire. Despite heavy rain, the coconut-
tree roof had caught ablaze. The stha-
pati ran to the scene to find the shed
burned to ashes but Nrsimhadeva
untouched.

He phoned me at once.

“Please come and take your Deity.
He’s burning everything. He’s made it
clear He wants to go now!”

I traveled enthusiastically to South
India, hired a truck, and half-filled it
with sand. [ arrived at the sthapati’s
studio thinking this final stage would
be relatively simple. I had foolishly
forgotten that Lord Nrsimhadeva is a
very heavy personality. He weighed
one ton! After two or three hours we
managed to lift the Deity safely from
the shed onto the truck.

To travel across the Tamil Nadu
state border safely, we needed police
permission, along with signed papers

from the Central Sales Tax Depart- |

ment, the Archeological Director, and
the Art Emporium Directorate. All
the officers demanded to see the Deity
before signing the papers. Once they
saw Lord Nrsimhadeva, they all be-
came obliging and efficient. We had
the papers in hand within twenty-four
hours—a miracle given the usual quag-
mire of bureaucracy found in Indian
government offices. The trip back to
Mayapur was also amazingly trouble-
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free and peaceful. Our protector was
certainly present with us.

Usually the sthapati comes on the
day of the installation ceremony, goes
into the Deity room, and carves the
eyes of the Deity. This is called netra-
nimilanam, “opening the eyes.” But
our sthapati had already carved the
eyes. He had also done the prana-
pratistha (installing the life force) and
worshiped the Deity. I'm sure that is
why all the papers were prepared so
obligingly and transporting the Su-
preme Lord was so easy. The Lord was
already present. And who would dare
say no to Lord Nrsirhhadeva?

The installation of Lord Nrsimha-
deva lasted three days—IJuly 28-30,
1986. I remember feeling apprehen-
sive that perhaps the installation was
too simple. The grave warnings of the
Sankardcarya of Kanchipuram had
deeply impressed me. But my mind
was soon appeased by the loud, dy-
namic kirtana. Sankirtana-yajiia, the
chanting of Hare Krsna, the only true
opulence of Kali-yuga, was dominat-
ing the scene. I felt enlivened and sat-
isfied. Lord Nrsimhadeva, the protector
of the sankirtana mission, had finally
decided to manifest Himself at Sri
Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir. ]

Atma-tattva Dasa, a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada, has served in Mayapur
for many years. He helped develop the
curricula for the Mayapur gurukula.
For the past few years he has taught
courses on Bhagavad-gita As It Is to
more than two thousand high school

| and primary school students through-
| out India.

Srimati Devi Ddsi, a disciple of Hari-
kesa Swami, has lived in Mayapur for
ten years. She engages pilgrims to Maya-
pur in chanting Hare Krsna, and she
heads up a team of brahmacaris who
sell Srila Prabhupada’s books.



The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth Street N.E., T2E 353/ Tel, (403) 265-3302
Monlreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 205/ Tel. (514) 521-1301
4 Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset Street E., K10 6V4/ Tel. (613) 565-6544
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack Street, S4T 2HB/ Tel. (306) 525-1640
4 Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Road, M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415
#® Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Drive, Burnaby V5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728
% Victoria, B.C.— 1350 Lang St., V8T 255/ Tel. (604) 920-0026
FARM COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. —Saranagati Dhama, Box 99, VOK 1A0
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Vancouver — The Hare Krishna Place, 46 Begbie Street, New Westminster

U.S.A.

# Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Avenue N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Avenue, Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624
or 4069
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha Street, 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Avenue, 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611
Champaign, lllinois — 608 W. Elm Street, 61801/ Tel. (217) 344-2562
# Chicago, Nllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Avenue, 60626/ Tel. (312) 973-0900
Columbus, Ohio — 373 W. Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661
# Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Avenue, 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330
# Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry Street, 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
4 Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Avenue, 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000
Encinitas, California — 470 First Street, 92024/ Tel. (619) 634-1698
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th Street, 32603/ Tel. (304) 336-4183
Guraho, Puerto Rico —HC01-Box 8440, 00778-9763/ Tel. (809) 737-1658
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main Street, E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel, (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelno Way, 36817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th Street, 77018/ Tel. (713} 686-4482
4 Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion Street, 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909
# Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Avenue, 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676
# Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia Street, 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/
Tel. (305) 442-7218
4 lew Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-9379
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn Street, Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600
Portland, Oregon — 5137 N.E. 42 Ave., 87218/ Tel. (503) 287-3252
# 51 Louis, Missouri— 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Avenue, Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart Street, Berkeley, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Avenue S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic Street (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (304) 681-9258
Topanga, California — 20395 Callon Drive, 90290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. (201) 209-0870
o ¢ Tucson, Arizana — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (520) 792-0630
Washington, D.C. —3200 lvy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493
Washington, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Drive, Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32615/ Tel. (304) 462-2017
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 799-1354
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsbarough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Road, 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) —Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-6868
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) — R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING
Boise, Idaho — Govinda's, 500 W. Main Street, 83702/ Tel. (208) 338-9710
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Fresno, California — Govinda's, 2373 E. Shaw, 93710/ Tel. (209) 225-1230
Gainesville, Florida —Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (304) 376-9012

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmorg Rd., Edgbaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4999

Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 555420

Dublin, Ireland — 56 Dame St., Dublin 2/ Tel, +353 (01) 679-1306

Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) B94790

Leicester, England —21 Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/ Tel, +44 (0116) 2762587

Liverpool, England — 114A Bold St., Liverpool L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 7089400

London, England (city) — 10 Scho St., London W1V 5DA/ Tel. +44 (0171) 4373662 (business
hours), 4393606 (other times); Govinda's Restaurant: 4374928

London, England (country) — Bhaklivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire
WD2 BEP/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244

London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, London SE25/ Tel. +44 (0181)
B56-4296

Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161)
2264416

Newcastle upon Tyne, England —21 Leazes Park Rd., NET 4PF/ Tel. +44 (0191) 2220150
FARM COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 508-73305

Lisnaskea, N. Ireland —Hare Krishna Island, BT92 9GN Lisnaskea, Co. Fremanagh Tel. +44
(013657) 21512

London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manar)

(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood,
Herts WD6 1NB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

INDIA

Apartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 798001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380054/
Tel. (079) 6749827, 6749945

Allahabad, U. P. —ISKCON, Hare Krishna Dham, 161 Kashi Naresh Nagar, Baluaghat 211003/
Tel. 653318

Bamanbore, Gujarat — I.H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 'R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560010/
Tel. (DB0) 332 1956

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 580006

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751001/ Tel. (0674) 413517 or 413475

Bombay — (see Mumbai)

Calcutta, W. Bengal —3C Albert Rd., 700017/ Tel. (033) 2473757 or 2476075

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-8, 160036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 and
603232

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641011/ Tel. (0422) 445978
or 442749

Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781001/ Tel. (0361) 31208

Guntur, A.P. —0Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522509

Hanumkonda, A.P. —Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506011/ Tel. 08712-77399

Hyderabad, A.P. —Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500001/ Tel. (040) 592018, 552924

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795001/ Tel, (0385) 21587

Jaipur, Rajasthan — P.0. Box 270, Jaipur 302001/ Tel. (0141) 364022

Katra, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Srila Prabhupada Marg, Kalka Mata Mandir,
Katra (Vashnov Mata) 182101/ Tel. (01991) 3047

Kurukshetra, Haryana — Hare Krishna Dham, 805, Sector 13/ Tel. (01744) 32806 or 33529

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132118

Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh — 1 Ashak Nagar, Guru Govind Singh Marg, 226018

Madras, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600017/ Tel. (044) 434 3266

Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia
(mail: P.0. Box 10279 (Ballyganj), Calcutta)/ Tel. (03472) 45239 or 45240 or 45233

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhen, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Mumbai, Maharashtra (Bombay) — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 6206860

Mumbai, Maharashtra — 7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400007/ Tel. (022) 3634078

Mumbai, Maharashtra — Shivaji Chowk, Station Rd., Bhayandar (West), Thane 401101/ Tel. (022)
8191920

Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ Tel. (0712) 529932

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110065/ Tel. (011) 6419701 or 6412058

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110026/ Tel. (011) 5410782

Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413304/ Tel. (0218) 522473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800016/ Tel. (D612) 50765

Pune, Maharashira —4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).

# Temples with restaurants ordining. Y New listing. e Revised listing.
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Secunderabad, A.P. —27 St. John's Road, 500026/ Tel. (040) 805232
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004
Siliguri, W. Bengal —Gitalpara, 734401/ Tel. (0353) 26619
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Sri Rangam, Tamal Nadu — 64 EV.5. Rd., Sri Rangam, Tiruchirapalli 6/ Tel. 433945
Tirupati, A. P. —K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Trivandrum, Kerala —T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695014/ Tel. (0471) 68197
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182101/ Tel. (0199) 298
Vadodara, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390021/ Tel, (0265) 326299 or 321012
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Vrindavana, U. P, —Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist,, 281124/ Tel. (0565) 442-478 or 442-355
FARM COMMUMNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimgan
Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442603
Hyderabad, A. P. —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. District, 501401/ Tel. 552924
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700071

AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, 5. A. 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 234-1378

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, QLD (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooraopilly 4068)/
Tel. +61 {07) 379-5455

Canberra — 15 Parkhill 5t., Pearce ACT 2607 (mail: GPO Box 1411, Canberra 2601)/ Tel. +61 (06)
290-1869

Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel, +61 (03) 969-95122

Perth — 356 Murray St., Perth (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A. 6053)/ Tel. +61 (09) 481-1114
or (evenings) 370-1552

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, N.S.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.S.W.
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 9959-4558

Sydney — 3296 King St., Newtown 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 550-6524
FARM COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383

Millfield, N.S.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock),
N.S.W. (mail: P.0. Box 339, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W.)/ Tel. +61 (049) 98-1800

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah M. S. W. 2484
{mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-6579
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Brishane — Govinda's, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0255

Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St., Fortitude Valley/ Tel. +61 (07) 854-1016

Melbourne — Crossways, floor 1, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965-
02939

Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965-01578

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Nerthbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 227-1664

NEW ZEALAND AND FlJI

Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03} 3665-174
Lahasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel, +679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112
Rakiraki, Fiji —Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204}/ Tel. +679 634243
Suva, Fiji — Nasinu 712 miles (P.0. Box 7315, Nasinu)/ Tel. +679 393599
Wellington, NZ — 60 Wade St., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Tel. +64 (04) 4720510
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Huwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: B.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 {09) 4128075
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 3034885
Christchurch, NZ — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St./ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035
Labasa, Fiji —Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji — Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji —Gopal's, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaeristraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/ Tel. +31 (020) 6751404

Athens — Methymnis 18, Kipseli, 11257 Athens, Greece/ Tel. +30 (01) 8658384

Barcelona — c/de L'Oblit 67, 08026 Barcelona, Spain/ Tel, +34 (93) 347-9933

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG), Italy/
Tel. +39 (035) 4940706

Budapest — Hare Krishna Temple, Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 I1, Hungary/ Tel. +36 {01)
1768774

Copenhagen — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad, Denmark/ Tel. +45 42286446

Heidelberg — Kiirfuersten-Anlage 5, 69115 Heidelberg (mail: P.0. Box 101726, 69007 Heidelberg),
Germany/ Tel. +49 (06221) 16 51 01

Helsinki — Rucholahdenkatu 24 D (11l krs) 00180, Helsinki, Finland! Tel. +358 (0) 6949879
Madrid — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
0slo — Jonsrudvej 16, 0274 Oslo, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243
Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand, Paris, France/ Tel. +33 (01) 43043263
Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00, Czech Republic/ Tel. +42 {02) 3021282 or 3021608
Rome — Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo), Italy/ Tel. +39 (0761) 527038
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy, Belgium/ Tel. +32 (086)
322926
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm, Sweden/ Tel. +46 (08) 6549 002
Vienna — Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna, Austria/
Tel. +43 (01) 222455830
Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno, Poland / Tel. +48 (022)562-711
Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich, Switzerland/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-88-51
FARM COMMUNITIES
France (Bhaklivedanta Village) — Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (084) 728235
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/ Tel. +33 (054) 402481
Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 34118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316
Italy (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina,
5an Casciano, Val di Pesa (Florence) 5002, Italy/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (911) 280018
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona
Copenhagen — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsaade 82/ Tel. +45 33337444
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417
0slo — Krishna's Cuising, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel, +47 22606250
Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 5222817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-b., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/Tel. +7 (044) 2444944
Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow, Russial Tel, +7 (095) 255-67-11
St. Petersburg — ul. Burtseva 20-147, St. Petersburg, Russia 190000/ Tel. +7 (0812) 150-28-80

ASIA (partial list)

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 252428

Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kawloon/ Tel, +852 7396818

Jakaria, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 4899646

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520/ Tel. +977 (01) 290743

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 3901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5 Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. +60 {03) 780-7355 or -7360 or -7369

Manila, Philippines — 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. +63 (02) 707410

Tel Aviv, Israel — 16 King George St. (mail: P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480)/ Tel. +972 (03)
5285475

Tokyo, Japan — 1-29-2-202 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168/ Tel. +81 (03) 3327-1541

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaggui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 5215567,
5234232

Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitviugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 309420

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel. +51 (014) 910891

Mexico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. +52 (05) 271-22-23

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Barao da Torre 199, apt. 102, lpanema/ Tel. +55 (021) 267-0052

San Salvador, El Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana (mail: P.0. Box 1506}/ Tel. +503 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 638-8044

Sao Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Centro, CEP 01227-200, S3o Paulo, SP, Brazil/ Tel. +55 (011)
259-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Cape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689 1529

Durban, South Africa — Chatsworth Centre., Chatsworth 4030, Natal (mail; P.0. Box 56003)/ Tel, +27
(031) 433-328

Johannesburg, South Africa — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg
2000/ Tel. +27 (011) 484-3273

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0.
Box 8793)/ Tel. & Fax +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box
82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix {mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Central Port Elizabeth 6001/ Tel. & Fax

+27 (041) 521-102

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
FARM COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

# Temples with restaurants or dining. % New listing. e Revised listing.



QDQesources

ISKCON?’s International Office of
Education. Clearinghouse for infor-
mation on all aspects of education in
ISKCON: gurukulas, day schools,
varnasrama colleges, work-study and
apprentice opportunities, home-study
correspondence courses (K—12) and
help with setting up home schools,
child abuse prevention programs,
teacher training courses, etc. For
information on curriculum material
and development: Curriculum and
Accreditation Department, 915
Dimmocks Mill Road, Hillsborough,
NC 27278; phone: (919) 644-2272,
e-mail: urmila@iskcon.com. For all
other inquiries: ISKCON Interna-
tional Office of Education, Rt. 2, Box
23A, Alachua, FL 32615; phone:
(904) 462-5248, fax: (904) 462-5153,
e-mail: afn09663@afn.org.

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues:
U.S., $23 for First Class mail,
$13 for Third Class. Qutside the
U.S.,$26. For subscriptions, ads,
bulk orders, and news submis-
sions, please write IWR at P. O.
Box 238, Alachua, FL 32616-
0238. Phone: (904) 462-5054.

Join the Prabhupada Centennial
Sankirtana Party—a virtual book-
distribution party that includes disci-
ples, grand-disciples and congrega-
tional followers of Srila Prabhupada
from all over North America. How to
join? Simply buy books by the case
directly from the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust—at temple prices—and
distribute them. The goal for 1996:
2,000 cases. To order, call Jagadis-
ananda Dasa at 1-800-927-4152. For
more information, call the North

American Centennial office at 1-800-
205-6108.

The Bhaktivedanta Institute seeks
volunteers to help prepare for the
Second World Congress for the Syn-
thesis of Science and Religion—
Synthesis 11, to be held in Calcutta on
January 6-12, 1997, as part of the
Prabhupada Centennial. The Insti-
tute also invites artists and computer
artists to submit posters on the theme
of Synthesis I1. Prizes will be pre-
sented for the best entry, and some of
the posters will be displayed at the
Congress. Contact The Bhakti-
vedanta Institute, 662 Kenwyn Rd.,
Oakland, CA 94610. Phone: (510)
465-7618; fax: (510) 465-5471.

Anyone planning to attend the
Second International Congress for
the Synthesis of Science and Reli-
gion—Synthesis II should get in
touch with the Bhaktivedanta
Institute’s travel office as soon as
possible to coordinate travel arrange-
ments (from anywhere in the world).
Contact: J. Solomon (Jayo Dasa),
Bhaktivedanta Institute/Travel, 9230
Penn Place, Suite 245, Oklahoma
City, OK 73120. Phone: (405) 737-
0572. Fax: (405) 737-6136. E-mail:
75403,2445@compuserve.com

The Chanting for Unity project has
been started to encourage devotees
to form Padayatra parties across
America for Srila Prabhupada’s
Centennial. The Chanting for Unity
liaison office will help coordinate the
parties so that they can join for larger

| kirtanas and for Rathayatras and

other festivals. For more informa-
tion, or to let us know about your
Padayatra, write to Chanting for
Unity, c/o Riipacandra Dasi, Rt. 1,
Box 497A, Bonner’s Ferry, ID 83805.

Back to Godhead now has its own
“mailing list” on the Internet. It’s a

discussion group where BTG readers,

writers, and staff can get together
and talk about the topics found in

Announcing!

The Alachua
Prabhupada Festival
May 12-13, 1996

At the New Ramana Reti Farm,
Alachua, Florida, just before
the North American ISKCON
Manager’s Conference.

Prabhupada remembrances by
senior devotees, mahd-harinama
atthe University of Florida, Hare
Krsna bazaar, and much more.

For more information call (904)
462-2965 or (904) 418-1265.

BTG. If you have an e-mail account,
you can subscribe. And of course it’s
free. Simply send an e-mail message
to “majordomo@world.std.com” with
this line in the body of the message:
“subscribe btg-talk” (leave out the
quotation marks—and you can leave
the “subject™ line blank). Hare Krsna.

Serve Vrndavana. Receive Krsna-
Balarama’s mercy. Please bring 5 kg
or more of ghee when you next visit
Vrndavana. Also: honey, dried fruit,
and nuts. Contact Bhuivanesvara
Dasa, Deity kitchen.

PRABHUPADA

CENTENNIAL

1896 « 1996

th Annual
Prabhupada Festival!
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

Los Angeles Hare Krishna Temple
For information, call Paratrikananda
Phone/fax: (213) 651-4243
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Arizona

*Tucson:

Dharma Vidya Dasa &
Nama Priya Devi Dasi

(520) 325-2626

California

Regular programs are held
in Anaheim Hills, Corona,
Cerritos, Diamond Bar,
Granada Hills, Laguna
Niguel, Long Beach, Red-
lands, Santa Ana, Simi
Valley, and other southern
California locations. Call
Svayambhuva Dasa at
(310) 839-1572.

Badger:

New Braja Bhumi
Community

(209) 336-9383

Burlingame:

Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula
Devi Dasi

(415) 344-9552

Crescent City:

Guru Carana Dasa

150 Oak St.

Rockereek Subdistrict
Crescent City, CA 95531

*Crescent City:
Bhakta Rob
(707) 464-7238

Encinitas:

Hare Krishna Visitor
Center

(619) 634-1698

Grass Valley:

Madana Mohana Dasa &
Vrndavanesvari Devi
Dasi

(916) 477-0551

Ojai:

Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi
Devi Dasi

(William & Joan Roberts)

(805) 640-0405

Placentia:
Sri Radha Raman Temple
(714) 996-7262

Redwood Valley:
Prasanna Yoga Asrama
(Tksvaku Dasa)

(707) 485-5592

| Jagannatha Puri Dasa &

Gatherings

he people listed here hold Krsna conscious gather-

ings regularly in their homes—or they’d like to start.
You'reinvited. Just give a call to find out when and where.

If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you’d
like to be added to the list, please send your name, city,
and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32615, USA. In each issue we’ll add new
gatherings and list as many old ones as space allows.

San Jose/ Santa Cruz:
Akruranatha Dasa &

Jagarini Devi Dasi
(408) 353-9099

Virginia

Charlottesville:

The Bhaktivedanta

Center

Amitacara Dasa &
Mayapriya Devi Dasi

(804) 296-0686

Santa Rosa:

Tripurari Devi Dasi

Bus. phone: (707) 526-7211 | West Virginia
Wheeling:

Deleware New Vrindaban

Newark: (304) 843-1600

Bhakta Daryl Hyde
(302) 731-0067 Parkersburg:
Pramod & Mala Mathur

(304) 295-8362

Florida

Coral Springs:

Institute for Gaudiya
Vaishnavism

(305) 345-3456

| Canada
Edmonton, Alberta:
Omkara Dasa and
Jadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharma)
(403) 434-7343

Cocoa:

Bhagavata Dharma Dasa
& Syama Devi Dasi
(407) 633-7664 Markham, Ontario:
Prabhupada Dasa
(V. B. Sharma)

(416) 294-9431

Indiana
*Indianapolis:

Steve W. Bausch
(Syamasundar Dasa)
(317) 353-2074

Quadra Island, B.C.:
Vijeta Dasa & Arya
Devi Dasi
New Mexico (604) 285-2346
Albuquerque:
Randolph Schwab
(Ranga Rafijana Dasa)
(505) 243-6925

Toronto:

Ramananda Raya Dasa
& Visakha Devi Dast

(416) 297-6131

*Albuquerque:

Suresh Vyas Jamaica,

(505) 833-5453 West Indies
Kingston

Santa Fe:
Jambavati Devi Das1
(505) 473-3036

Bhagavatananda Dasa
(809) 998-3025

Australia
Utah *Tasmania;
Spanish Fork: Manibandha Dasa &
KHON Radio Carsani Devi Dasi

(801) 798-3559

| P.O.Box 327

North Hobart 7002

' Germany

*Hamburg
Vedic Cultural Mission
(040) 65523 72

New Zealand

Tauranga. Bay of Plenty:

ISKCON Tauranga
Community

Jaya Tirtha Charan Dasa

+64 (0)7 552 0647

*Hamilton:
Raghava Caitanya Dasa
(07) 856 7608

Japan

Odawara:

Jayananda Dasa &
Bhaktin Kana

0465-42-3749

*Osaka

Satsvaripa Dasa &
Jalangi Devi Dasi

06 352 0729

United Kingdom
Regular gatherings take
place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one
nearest you, or for help in
starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd.,
Reader Services Dept.,

P. O. Box 324, Boreham-
wood, Herts., WD6 INB.
Phone: (0181) 9051244

Commonwealth
of Independent
States

Programs are held in more
than 100 cities in the
former Soviet Union. For
information contact
Kirtiraja Dasa, P. O. Box
1445, Alachua. Florida
32616, U.S.A. Phone:
(904) 462-5810.

South Africa
Programs are held in more
than 50 locations. For

| information contact one of

the ISKCON centers in
South Africa listed on
page 59.

*New or revised listing.




The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

| Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya

Month of Madhusudana
(April 5-May 3)

MAY

1—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila_]ay{manda Prabhu, a dedicated
follower of Srila Prabhupada who
helped him bring the Rathayatra
festival to the Western world.
2—Nrsimha Caturdasi, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsirhha-
deva, Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-
lion incarnation. Fasting till dusk,
followed by feasting.

3—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Madhavendra Puri, the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master. Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a follower of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Paramesvara Puri, an associate of
Lord Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama
(May 4-June 1)

T—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramananda Réya, an intimate
associate of Lord Caitanya.

13—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

14—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, author of
Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a biography
on Lord Caitanya.

28—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, a
prominent spiritual master in the

| 29—Bhima Nirjala Ekadasi. Fasting

| with sandalwood pulp for twenty-one

(disciplic succession), and the author
of Govinda Bhasya, an important
commentary on the Vedanta-sitra.
Appearance anniversary of Srimati
Gangamata Gosvamini, a prominent
woman spiritual master in the
Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.

from grains and beans.

31—Srila Raghunatha Dasa Go-
svami’s chipped-rice-and-yogurt
festival at Panihati.

JUNE
1—Beginning of Candana Yatra, the

festival of anointing Lord Jagannatha
days.
Month of Vamana

(June 2-16, and continues after the
Adhika month of Purusottama)

2—Disappearance of Syamananda
Pandita, one of the principal
followers of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

10—Disappearance anniversary of I
Sri Srivasa Pandita, one of the
principal associates of Lord Caitanya.

11—Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

16—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of the
principal associates of Lord Caitanya.
Also, disappearance anniversary of
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Fasting
till noon, then feasting.

Adhika Month

of Purusottama
(June 17-July 15)

The “Adhika” month is an extra
month inserted in the Vedic calendar
at certain times. This extra month
keeps the Vedic lunar calendar
synchronized with solar events.

27—Padmini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

JULY

11—Parama Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Month of Vamana (cont.)
(July 16-30)

16—Gundica-marjana. Festival of
cleansing the Gundica temple in
Jagannatha Puri, India.

17—Lord Jagannatha’s Rathayatra in
Jagannatha Purl. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Svariipa Damo-
dara and Srila Sivananda Sena,
intimate associates of Lord Caitanya.

27—Trisprsa Maha-
dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and
beans (for Sayana
Ekadasi).

30—Disappearance
anniversary of Srila
Sanatana Gosvami,
one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrnda-
vana. First month of
Caturmasya begins
(fasting from green
leafy vegetables).
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Vedic Thoughts

In Vedic literature Krsna is |
the central point of attraction, and His |
service is our activity. To attain the platform
of love of Krsna is life’s ultimate goal.
Therefore Krsna, Krsna'’s service, and love
of Krsna are the three great riches of life.

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 20.143

*

A pure devotee of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead
~ is always thinking of how fallen,
conditioned souls can be delivered.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead,
influenced by the merciful devotees’
attempt to deliver fallen souls,
enlightens the people in general from
within by His causeless mercy.
His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.29.46, purport

*

You cannot appreciate
transcendental matters with the
reasoning of the world. It is sheer nonsense
to decry them with the measuring stick
of your intellect.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Discourse in Dacca, 1936

L 4

An intelligent person should reject
all bad association and instead
take up the association of saintly devotees,
whose words cut off the excessive
attachment of one’s mind.
] Lord Sri Krsna
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.26.26

The demigods are not perfectly
endowed with transcendental qualities.
Indeed, their opulences are limited,
and therefore they worship
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
the Absolute Truth, who is
simultaneously free of all material qualities
and completely endowed with all
transcendental qualities,
which exist in His personal body.

Kala-samhita

+

Just as the Gan ga is the greatest
of all rivers, Lord Acyuta [Krsna]
the supreme among deities,
and Lord Sambhu [Siva] the greatest
of Vaisnavas, so Srimad-Bhagavatam
1s the greatest of all Puranas.

) Srila Sita Gosvami
Srimad-Bhagavatam 12.13.16

+*

The foremost process of cheating is
to desire to achieve liberation
by merging in the Supreme, for this
causes the permanent disappearance
of loving service to Krsna.
,Srila Krsnadasa Kavirﬁjel Gosvami
Sri Caitanya-caritamria, Adi-lila 1.92

*

No one can understand Krsna as He is
by the blunt material senses.
But He reveals Himself to the devotees,
being pleased with them for their
transcendental loving service unto Him.

Srila Ripa Gosvami
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.234

Do you have Vedic thoughts you'd like to share? Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, PO. Box 430, Alachua, FI. 32616



ART SHOWCASE

WINDOWS TO THE SPIRITUAL WORLD

Srimati Gayatri Devi

The Brahma-sarihita (5 ates: “Then Gayatri, mother of the Vedas, having been
>d by the divine sound a’s flute, entered the lotus mouth of Brahma, the self-
born, through his eight earholes. Thus the lotus-born Brahma recei rayatri mantra,
which had sprung from the song of Krsna’s flute. In this way he ed twice-born status,
having been initiated by the supreme primal preceptor, Godhead Himself.”




MAY 25-27 New Vrindaban, W. V.
Memorial Day Festival

JUNE 1-2 Atlanta, Georgia
Panihati Festival & Rathayatra

JUNE 4-12 New York City
3 Festivals of India

JUNE 15 New York City

Rathayatra & Festival of India

JUNE 22 Towaco, New Jersey

el
— Rathayatra & Festival of India
1996 Srila =

Rathayatra & Festival of India
JULY 4 Washington, D. C.

o |
Prabhupada ...

JULY 13-14 Montreal

2 Rathayatra & Festival of India
e n e n n I a JULY 20-21 Toronto

Rathayatra & Festival of India

e JULY 27-28 Denver
es Iva s Rathayatra & Festival of India

AUGUST 4 Los Angeles
fOI‘ North America Rathayatra & Festival of India
AUGUST 10 San Francisco
Rathayatra & Festival of India
AUGUST 17 Seattle
Rathayatra & Festival of India
AUGUST 24-25 Vancouver
Rathayitra & Festival of India
SEPTEMBER 4 Vancouver
gri Krsna Janmastami
SEPTEMBER 5 Vancouver
Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa Paja
SEPTEMBER 15 San Diego
Rathayatra & Festival of India
SEPTEMBER 28-29 Boston
Rathayatra & Festival of India
EARLY OCTOBER Colombus, Ohio
Festival of India
NOVEMBER 1-3 Miami
Rathayatra & Festival of India

Some of these festivals are not yet
confirmed. For exact dates and schedules
or to learn about other Srila Prabhupada
Centennial Celebrations in your area,
please contact your local Hare Krsna
temple. or write to:

Festival of India
Ri.1., Box 96
Sandy Ridge, NC 27046

il 18 ' ,' i
NEW YORK RATHAYATRA





