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Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai

Five hundred years ago, Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, descended to earth
as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, or Gaura (right), to set in motion the religious process for the age—
the congregational chanting of the holy names of God. Lord Krsna’s brother, Balarama,
appeared with Lord Caitanya as Nityananda Prabhu, or Nitai.
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3. To offer guidance in the Vedic techniques of spiri-
tual life.

4. To preserve and spread the Vedic culture.
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To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of
God as taught by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

6. To help every living being remember and serve
St1 Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Time to Celebrate

SRILA PRABHUPADA'S Centennial is
here. After four years of preparation, the
celebrations have started. Let us pray to
Lord Krsna for the success of our attempt to
glorify His pure devotee Srila Prabhupada.

We followers of Srila Prabhupada see
this year as an opportunity to expand the
Krsna consciousness movement far and
~ wide. An unprecedented number of devo-
tees can take part in increasing the distri-
bution of books, prasadam (food offered to
Krsna), and the Lord’s holy name. We can
revive and strengthen our bonds of spiri-
tual friendship and love, renew our dedica-
tion to Srila Prabhupada, and work together
to strengthen his International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.

The momentum created by this
Prabhupada-centered celebration can boost
Lord Caitanya’s movement into the twenty-
first century. The Srila Prabhupada Centen-
nial can prepare ISKCON to become the
dynamic spiritual force it is meant to be.

As this column appears, the first ma-
jor Centennial event is about to begin—
the Hare Krsna World Convention. Srila
Prabhupada wanted devotees to gather in
India once a year for spiritual association.
This year’s month-long reunion will be the
largest international gathering of Hare
Krsna devotees ever, with programs in
Mayapur, Calcutta, Delhi, and Vrndavana.
The highlights of the convention are the
grand opening of Srila Prabhupada’s Puspa
Samadhi (shrine)in Mayapur, the Navadvipa
Mandala Parikrama (a pilgrimage through
the land of Lord Caitanya’s pastimes), 100-
country processions in Calcutta and Delhi,
and a grand finale in Vrndavana, featuring

a spectacular boat festival at the sacred
lake Kusuma Sarovara.

Srila Prabhupada was born on one speci-
fic day, but his Centennial lasts all year. So
after celebrating the Hare Krsna World Con-
vention together, devotees will disperse to
organize and take partin local, national, and
continental celebrations worldwide.

Among the Centennial activities are the
Hare Krsna Utsava, a fifteen-month travel-
ing festival to honor Srila Prabhupada in
thirty-two Indian cities; the opening of large
temple complexes in Delhi, Bangalore, and
Ahmedabad; Centennial festivals in New
York, Belgium, Moscow, Brazil, and many
other places; 108 million books to be dis-
tributed—can we do it?—and the Sahasra
Tirtha Jala Maha Abhiseka, a bathing cere-
mony for Srila Prabh upada with water from
1,008 holy places.

Ahead of us is a year of wonderful fes-
tivities, spiced with deep remembrances of
Srila Prabhupada and happy meetings with
old and new friends. Please spread the word
andtake partinthe celebration of the century.
At your local temple pick up a copy of the
pamphlet “108 Ways to Celebrate Srila
Prabhupada’s Centennial” and choose the
items that appeal to you the most. Who-
ever you are, wherever your are, please
take part in the Centennial celebration. It
promises to be spiritually rewarding for
everyone. Be part of this attempt to glorify
Srila Prabhupada with all our heart and
strength.

May his fame spread all over the three
worlds.

—Lokanath Swami
Global Centennial Minister
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Letters

Consoled by BTG
Recently my cousin Reshma Ram-
persad, a very great devotee of Srila
Prabhupada and Srimati Radharani,
left her body. A week prior to this
she spent a few weeks at Sri Sri
Radha-Radhanatha temple in Dur-
ban and did a lot of service, espe-
cially in preparation for the Janma-
stami festival there. In order to
console ourselves, and think of her
death in a Krsna conscious manner,
we turned to the Back to Godhead
magazine. This made us stronger in
our devotional service. I am sure this
wonderful magazine will help many
more devotees in the future—in all
situations.

Shamla Rampersad

Port Elizabeth, South Africa

The Enemy Within

I would like to thank Satsvartipa
Dasa Goswami for his excellent
article “Where Are the Enemies?”
appearing in the July/August issue.
My personal experience of twenty
years while presenting Krsna con-
sciousness to the so-called high
society of Bombay and other parts of
India is that

(1) Gambling increases and feeds the
enemy within the gambler by increas-
ing his lust and greed, leading to
further illusion.

(ot a Complaimt?

We want to hear from you.

If there’s anything you don’t like about Back fo

Godhead, let us know about it.

For complaints about your subscription, call
1-800-800-3284, or write to BTG Service Center,
P 0. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 32615, USA.

For complaints about the magazine, write to The
Editors, BTG, P. 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615,

USA. E-mail: editors@iskcon.com

(2) Meat-eating (including eating of
eggs) increases the sins of anger and
envy towards other living beings,
leading to acts of madness.

(3) Intoxication quickly increases
illusion and madness.

(4) Illicit sex thrives on lust, increases
anger, envy, and illusion, and makes a
person commit truly demonic acts of
madness.

[ might add a positive remedy
also, emphasized repeatedly by Srila
Prabhupada. To fully rid oneself of
the last traces of the six enemies one
should do at least the following five
things (originally listed by Srila Ripa
Gosvami, the great acarya who was a
principal disciple of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu):

(1) Chant the maha-mantra—Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. (Srila
Prabhupada recommends that we
chant at least 16 rounds per day
without fail and avoiding offense.)
(2) Regularly read Bhagavad-gita As
It Is and other books, such as Srimad-
Bhagavatam, which are now available
in almost all the major languages of
the world from the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust.

(3) Eat only prasadam (food offered
to Krsna, literally “mercy™).

(4) Associate with devotees by dis-
cussing topics of Krsna
regularly.

(5) Live in a temple of
Krsna. You can make
your own house a small
temple by putting Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna at the cen-
ter and having a proper
Deity room for prayers,
and so on.

By following the
above, our soul will be
purified. We will then be
eligible to develop pure
love of God and go back
home, back to Godhead.

Sri Nathji Dasa
Bombay, India

Reading and Sharing
BTG has been very valu-
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able to me. It has helped me to open
my eyes and has shown me many
different aspects of the Krsna
consciousness movement. I read each
issue cover to cover many times and
share it with others.

Andrew Harmon

San Antonio, Texas

Subtly Becoming Hodge Podge
In regard to the decreasing quality of
BTG articles, I liked the format
change made a few years ago. I did
not find everything in that new
format attractive, but I found at least
one or two articles of interest in each
edition. 1 especially liked to read (1)
the histories of holy places and
pastimes there, (2) Hare Krsna Devi
Dasi’s articles, and (3) Sadapiita
Dasa’s articles. However, now it
seems that the format of BTG has
subtly changed to a hodge podge of
short articles, none of which has
enough substance to make it worth a
subscription. Furthermore, the
demigod articles seem to have been
written for children, not anyone
familiar with even the basics of Krsna
COnsciousness.

Janajanmadi Dasa

Huntsville, Texas

Inappropriate Armenia Photos
While I offer you and all devotees

| my sympathy regarding the sobering

incident involving fellow devotees in
Armenia, I would like to express my
extreme dissatisfaction with the
article in the July/August issue of
Back to Godhead which portrayed it.
The photos were violent, more
appropriate for a human-rights
publication than an ISKCON publi-
cation. Besides the negative impact
on children who might come across
them, the emotional effect they could
have on anyone seems to me to be
against the ISKCON belief in the
importance of peace, selflessness, and
bhakti. I object to the insensitive
inclusion of these pictures.

I feel strongly about this matter
because of an incident that occurred
at my home yesterday, when Back to
Godhead arrived in the post. I live



with two housemates—a woman and
her four-year-old daughter—and
when the child saw the magazine
(which she knows always has beauti-
ful, uplifting devotional pictures) she
asked to look at it. We hadn’t yet
read it ourselves, but since this was
an ISKCON publication there would
certainly be no pictures that were
inappropriate for her.

We were sorely mistaken. As one
would expect, she was quite shaken
by the photos. I felt angry, despite
mysell. It is evident that this article
was published on selfish grounds. If
Back to Godhead is going to include
pictures of devotees being abused,
then why not pictures of horrors
towards other people as well? Or is
ISKCON only concerned with its
own? I think we should try harder
to see things from a broader
perspective.

What is required is more earnest
devotion, not more sensationalist
press. We need to inquire into what
our personal duty entails rather than
inducing anger towards others, how-
ever evil they may be. Only by adopt-
ing this philosophy and conveying
this message can we sincerely say we
are on the genuine path back to
Godhead.

Marc Loon
Cape Town, South Africa

OUR REPLY: Several other readers
conveyed to us similar views. Though
the pictures quickly get across what
happened, their brutality is an ele-
ment not expected in BTG. Our
apologies to those who felt shocked.
The material world is a grim place.
Though we prefer to highlight the
joyous and transcendental, in
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna sometimes
sees fit to remind us, also, that the
material world is a place of horrors
and miseries. But we shall try to be
more sensitive about pictures that
show these miseries so repulsively.
We are against illicit sex also—but
that doesn’t mean we should print
pictures of it.

As for selfishness, we sympathize
with all victims of human-rights

abuses. Yet BTG is a magazine con-
cerned with Krsna and the Krsna
consciousness movement. That is why
we reported only on abuse toward
devotees in Armenia, not on other
atrocities committed in Armenia or
elsewhere. To give an opposite exam-
ple: We sometimes publish articles
about children and families. But the
articles concern families in Krsna
consciousness, not family life in
general. Our guiding principle: A
topic fits BTG when Krsna and His
devotees are the focus.

The article was indeed intended to
arouse strong feelings. Even anger
has an appropriate place in Krsna
consciousness. A devotee feels the
full range of human emotions—even
anger. We understand that ultimately
no one is evil—everyone is eternally
a part of Krsna and therefore eter-
nally good. Yet when the eternally
pure soul picks up evil qualities and
becomes violent towards the Lord
and His devotees, a feeling of out-
rage is a natural spiritual response.
Lord Krsna tells us in Bhagavad-gita
that one reason for His descent to
this world is to see to it that honest
people are protected and evil-doers
vanquished. We feel compassion even
for the doers of evil. But we should
show them kindness, we believe, not
by passively sitting aside but by pro-
testing their evil deeds and stopping
them.

Exaggerated Tea Costs

In reference to Ravi Gupta’s article
“Helping Our Motherland” (July/
August), he writes “I estimate that
every year an average family in India
spends 15,500 rupees, or about $500,
on tea.” With all due respects to the
teenager, upon reading these figures,
though an estimate, I couldn’t fail to
see the exaggeration. An average
Indian family spending 1,280 rupees
monthly on tea is unaffordable. My
relatives in India, a family of four, for
example, make do with a pension of
800 rupees along with the help of the
land and the cow. Even if they spend
640 rupees monthly on tea—half of
what Ravi Gupta estimates—they

would certainly plunge into a hole of

| extreme poverty.

Devala Dasa
Toronto, Canada

OUR REPLY: Thank you for pointing
this out. Despite the questionable
estimate, we hope readers caught the
main point of the article—that the
best we can do for people in India is
to encourage them to give up non-
Vedic habits, such as drinking tea. €@

NOTE: The Radha-Krsna dolls
offered in our Hare Krsna Catalog in
the September/October issue are
now available only from the doll-
maker herself. Contact Rukmini Dasi
(Maria Chacon), P. O. Box 1423,
Alachua, FL 32615, USA; phone:
(904) 418-1316.

L]
Moving?
If you're planning a move, please let
us know. Print your name and new
address below. Then mail this form
(or a copy) and your BTG mailing
label to: BTG Service Center, P.0O.
Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.
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e L TPAEL

Responding to our desire,
Krsna gives us a chance to forget Him.

A lecture given in Tokyo, on April 20, 1972
by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Sri-suka uviaca
atma-mayam rie rajan
parasydanubhavatmanah
na ghatetartha-sambandhah
svapna-drastur ivanjasa

Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said: O king, unless one is
influenced by the energy of the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, there is no meaning to the rela-
tionship of the pure soul in pure consciousness
with the material body. That relationship is just
like a dreamer’s seeing his own body working.

— Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.1

ANY PEOPLE INQUIRE, “How did the
living entity, who was with Krsna, fall
into the material world?” That ques-

tion is answered here. The living entity’s condi-
tionissimply the influence of the material energy;
actually he has not fallen. An example is given:
The moon appears to be moving when clouds pass
in front of it. Actually, the moon is not moving,.
Similarly, the living entity, because he is a spiri-
tual spark of the Supreme, has not fallen. But he

is thinking, “I am fallen. I am material. I am this
body.”

The body has no connection with the soul.
We can experience this. The body is changing,
dying, but I am the same. The idea that we have a
connection with the body is due to the handling of
the illusory energy of Krsna. That illusory energy
develops when we forget Krsna.

In other words, our illusory identification with
the body is simply due to our forgetfulness. We
wanted to forget; we wanted to give up Krsna and
enjoy the material world. Therefore Krsna is giv-
ing us the chance. For example,when you play a
part in a drama, if you feel, I am king,” then you

| can talk very nicely. And if you feel, “I am

Karandhara*,” then you cannot play a king so
nicely. The feelings must be there. If you are
playing the part of a king, you must believe you
are the king and have his courage. You have to
forget that you are Karandhara. Then you can
play the part very nicely, and the audience will
appreciate. But if you think simultaneously, “I

*A disciple in the audience.
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Collage by Purusartha Dasa. Artwork from a painting by Dhrti Devi Dasi

am Karandhara, and I am playing the
part of the king,” then you cannot
play.

So because we wanted to play the
part of Krsna, the enjoyer, Krsna is
giving us the chance—“You feel like
Me.” The feeling that “I am master, I
am king, I am Krsna, I am God” is
created by Krsna: “All right. You want
to play the part of a king. I shall train
you in such a way.”

The director of a play tries to create
the feelings within you for the part you
are playing. In my youngerage [ played
in a drama about Lord Caitanya. Our
director, Amritlal Bose, repeatedly
said, especially to me, “Feel like that.”
Sowhen we performed under his direc-
tion, all the people in the audience
were crying. The play was artificial,

We belong in the spiritual world with Krsna, but we have created our condition in the material world
just as a person creates a fearful situation in a dream.

but the effect on the audience was so
nice.

Similarly, we have nothing to do
with the material world, but we have
been trained by the illusory energy in
such a way that we think, “I am In-
dian,” “I am American,” “I am a brah-

mana,” “1 am a sadra,” 1 am this,” “I
am that,” “I have to do this,” “I have
so many duties.” These are all illu-
sions. We have nothing to do with all
this nonsense, but still we are taking
it very seriously: “I have to do like
that. I am this. T am that.”

Thatisexplained here. Atmamayam |

rte rajan parasyanubhavat-manah:
“Unless one is influenced by the ener-
gy of the Supreme Personality of God-
head, there is no meaning to the rela-
tionship of the pure soul in pure con-
sciousness with the material body.”
The example is given of a man
dreaming. “Oh, there is a tiger, a tiger!
Save me!” He is crying. An awake
man observing may say, “Where is the
tiger? Why are you crying?” But the
dreaming manis actually feeling, “The

tiger has attacked me.”

Therefore this example is given: na
ghatetartha-sambandhah. There can-
not be any meaning of the relationship
of the soul and the body except that
itislike a dreaming man creating a situ-
ation. He is dreaming there is a tiger,
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and he is creating a fearful situation.
Actually there is no cause of fear. There
is no tiger. The situation is created by a
dream.

Similarly, we have created the ma-
terial world and material activity. Peo-
ple are running around—*“Oh, [ am
the manager. I am the factory
owner. [ am this, I am that. We
know his politics. We have
to defeat our competitors.”
All these things are cre-
ated just as a man creates
a situation in a dream—
svapna-drastur ivanjasa,

So when someone
asks, “When did we
come intocontact with
the material nature?”
the answer is that we

have not come into contact. By the
influence of the external energy we 7
think we are in contact. Actually we
are not fallen. We cannot be fallen. We
havesimply created asituation. Rather, :
we have not created asituation; Krsna
has given us a situation. Because we



wanted to imitate Krsna, Krsna has
given an opportunity: “All right. You
want to imitate. You want to be an
imitation king on the stage. So feel like
this. Play like this. Do like this. People

will applaud— Oh, a very nice king.
Everyone in the material world
is playing some part. “I want to be
prime minister.” “I want to become a
very big business magnate.” “I want to
be a leader.” “I want to be a philoso-
pher.” “I want to be a scientist.”
They are trying to play all these non-
sense parts, and Krsna is giving the
opportunity—-"All right.”

But these things are all nonsense.
Simply dreaming. When you dream,
the next moment the dream is gone,
and everything in the dream is finished.

' No more tiger, no more jungle. Simi-

ERCEIN |

larly, as long as the body conti-nues, 1

think, “I am a responsible leader. [ am |

this. I am that.” But as soon as
the body is finished, these ideas are
gone.

Krsna says, mrtyu sarva-haras ca-
ham: “1 am death. [ take everything
away.” Just think of our past life. Sup-
pose I was a king or something like
that. From Bhrgu-sarhita it was ascer-

tained that I was a big physician in my
last life, with a spotless character, no
sins. [don’t know. It may be. But I have
no remembrance that I was a physi-
cian. So what do we know? [ might
have been a very big influential physi-
cian, with a good practice, but where is
it all now? All gone.

So our contact with matter is just
like a dream. We are not fallen. There-
fore, at any moment we can revive our
Krsna consciousness. We become lib-
erated as soon as we understand, “I
have nothing to do with matter. I am

simply Krsna’'s eternal servant.”
Sometimes when a fearful dream
becomes intolerable, we break the
dream. Similarly, we can break the
material connection at any moment
as soon as we come to the point of
Krsna consciousness. “Oh. Krsnais
my eternal master. I am His ser-
vant.” That’s all. That is the way.
Actually we are not fallen. We
cannot be fallen. The same exam-
ple: Actually there is no tiger; it is
dreaming. Similarly, our fallen con-
dition is also dreaming. We are not
fallen. We can simply give up that illu-
sory condition at any moment.

Soif you study all these verses very
nicely, you will get all this knowledge
quickly. Now what is the purport?

[A disciple reads:] “Maharaja Parik-
sit’s question as to how a living entity
began his material life, although he is
apart from the material body and mind,
is perfectly answered. The spirit soul is
distinct from the material conception
of his life, but he is absorbed in such a
material conception because of being
influenced by the external energy of
the Lord, called arma-maya. This has
been already explained in the First
Canto in connection with Vyasadeva’s
realization of the Supreme Lord and
His external energy. The external en-
ergy is controlled by the Lord and the
living entities are controlled by the
external energy.”

Prabhupada: Krsna says, mam eva ye
prapadyante mayam etam taranti te:
“As soon as one surrenders unto Me,
he has no more illusion.” People are
conditioned, encaged. Mayavadis, or
impersonalists, undergo austerities and
penances just to become liberated.
Yogis also try to become “one.” So
many endeavors are going on. But the
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We are not fallen.

We are thinking we are fallen.
So we have to give up this nonsense thinking.

simple process is that as soon as you
surrender you are not fallen. “It was
illusion. [ was dreaming. [ am Krsna’s.”
By thinking in this way, one immedi-
ately becomes liberated. Immediately.
Within a second.

Liberation can be attained within
a second, provided we abide by the
order of Krsna. Sarva-dharman parit-
yajyamam ekam saranan vraja. This is
the position. We are not fallen. We are
thinking we are fallen. So we have to
give up this nonsense thinking. Then
we are liberated.

Is there any difficulty in understand-
ing this point? Just see how important
this verse is. Itis already there, but you
are not reading. Read each verse; read
every day carefully. Try to assimilate,
understand, and you will get more
profit—every day a hundred yards for-
ward. They are such important verses.
How nicely composed by Vyasadeval
Intwolines the whole thing isexplained.
This is called sastra.

Read the purport.

[The disciple reads:] “The external
energy is controlled by the Lord, and
the living entities are controlled by the

Then we are liberated.

“All right, you can forget Me in this |

way.”
The karmis, or ordinary material-

| ists, the Mayavadis, and the so-called

yogis wanted to forget Krsna. So Krsna
is giving them intelligence: **All right.
You forget Me like this.” And if you
want to revive your relationship with
Krsna, He will give you intelligence.
Dadami buddhi-yogam tam yena mam
upayanii te: <1 shall give you intelli-
gence to come to Me.” Ye yatha mam
prapadyante. As youwant, Krsna gives
you facility.
Go on reading.

| Disciple reads:] “Now the next ques-
tion automatically made will be why
the Lord influences the living entity
to such consciousness and forgetful-
ness. The answeris that the Lord clearly
wishes that every living entity be in his

| pure consciousness as the part and par-

external energy—by the will of the |

Lord. Therefore, although the living
entity is purely conscious in his pure
state, he is subordinate to the will of
the Lord in being influenced by the
external energy of the Lord. In the
Bhagavad-gita (15.15) also the same
thing is confirmed; the Lord is present
within the heart of every living entity,
and all the living entity’s consciousness
and forgetfulness are influenced by the
Lord.”

Prabhupada: Now, people may ask,
“Why does Krsna within the heart
give one type of consciousness to one
and a different type of consciousness
to another?” That is His kindness. I
wanted to forget Krsna, so Krsna is
giving the appropriate consciousness:

cel of the Lord and thus be engaged
in the loving service of the Lord as he
1s constitutionally made; but because
the living entity is partially indepen-
dent also, he may not be willing to

serve the Lord, but may try to become |

as independent as the Lord is. All the
nondevotee living entities are desir-
ous of becoming equally as powerful
as the Lord, although they are not fit
to become so.”
Prabhupada: The living entity will
never be God, but we see that by the
influence of the illusory energy many
people think, “I am God,” or “I shall
become God by pressing my nose like
this.” This is going on. But they will
never be able to become God. That
is not possible. If everyone can be-
come God, then there is no meaning
of God.

Karmis say, “I shall become a mil-
lionaire. I shall become a trillionaire. I

| shall become head of state. I shall be-

come prime minister.” They struggle to
attain these things.
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And for yogis to think, “I shall be-
come God™ is simply another struggle.
Itisillusion. Krsnamay give them some
yogic success. In India there is a rascal
who makes gold appear. And people
are after him—“Oh, he is God, he is
God.” By producing a little gold, he
becomes God.

Another yogi makes two rasagullas
[sweets] appear. So by producing two
rasagullas, four cents’ worth, he be-
comes God. You see? This is illusion.
I can purchase two rasagullas from
the market for four cents, so he has
become God for four cents. People
think, “Oh, he is God. He can pro-
duce rasagullas.” They have no sense.
[ can produce rasagullasin our kitchen.
But rascals think, “Oh, this yogi is
wonderful.”

So Krsna gives a person some power
of yogic siddhi, or perfection, and the
person thinks, “I have become God.”
And some flatterers think, “Oh, you
are God.” Such yogis are in the same
dream as the karmis. And as soon as
death comes, everything is finished—
your Godhood and everything, fin-
ished. Now comes doghood. And
another dream: “I am dog.” First of all
“I am God,” then “I am dog.” This is
going on.

Therefore Bhaktivinoda Thakura
has said, (miche) mayar bose, jaccho
bhese’: “Why are you being washed
away by the waves of maya? Just stand
up.” (Jiv) krsna-das, ei biswas, korle to
ar duhkho nai. “Simply stay fixed on
this point: ‘I am an eternal servant of
Krsna.’ Then there is no more dream.”
And if you allow yourself to be washed
away, Krsna gives you facility: “All
right, come on. Be washed away.”

Then?

[Disciple reads:] “The living entities
are illusioned by the will of the Lord
because they wanted to become like

(please turn to page 46)



EVOTEES KNOW that their

bodies are temples of Visnu, or
Krsna. Krsna, the Absolute Truth,
appears in three features: as the
impersonal Brahman, as the Super-
soul, and as Bhagavan, the personal
feature, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. As the Supersoul, the
Lord resides in every body, in the
heart, along with the individual soul.
Therefore, devotees respect their
own bodies by keeping them clean
and following good practices for
health. Devotees don’t perform
needless austerities, and they espe-
cially avoid austerities harmful to the
body or not prescribed in the scrip-
tures. Krsna tells us that such austeri-
ties are in the mode of ignorance.
Similarly, devotees avoid ignorant
foods such as meat, fish, and eggs.
Devotees follow the injunction of
Bhagavad-gita that one should not
eat too much or too little, sleep too
much or not sleep enough. They
don’t want to torture either the indi-
vidual soul or the Supersoul residing
in the body. A devotee recognizes
that he does not own his body; the
body is only rented from Krsna. Like
any rental, it should be treated
responsibly.

Devotees know that other peo-
ple’s bodies are temples of Visnu
also. Srila Prabhupada writes in his
purport to Bhagavad-gita 9.11, * A
devotee should see that because
Krsna is present in everyone’s heart
as Paramatma [the Supersoul], every
body is the embodiment of the tem-
ple of the Supreme Lord; so as one
offers respect to the temple of the
Lord, he should similarly properly
respect each and every body in which
the Paramatma dwells. Everyone
should therefore be given proper
respect and should not be neglected.”
A devotee therefore extends respect
not only to other human beings but
to living beings in all species of life.

LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

%3 Temple of Visnu

by Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami

| it they naturally

When we recognize the Lord’s pres-
ence in everyone’s heart, we are
more inclined to respect every living
being. The Bhagavad-gita tells us that
a learned person sees with equal
vision a brahmana, an elephant, a
dog, and a dog-eater (outcaste). One
can see all living beings equally when
one perceives the same Supersoul
within the heart of all.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam
(4.3.22) Lord Siva explains this to his
wife, Sati: “My dear young wife, cer-
tainly friends and relatives offer
mutual greetings by standing up. wel-
coming one another, and offering
obeisances. But those who are ele-
vated to the transcendental platform,
being intelligent, offer such respects
to the Supersoul sitting within the
body, not to the
person who iden-
tifies with the
body.”

Lord Siva said
this after he was
insulted by Daksa,
his father-in-law,
early in the world’s
creation. Daksa
was performing a
great sacrifice, to
which he had in-
vited the demi-
gods. He was a
prajapati, one of
the universal
progenitors, and
was therefore
powerful. His body
emanated a beau-
tiful aura, and
when people saw

offered him re-
spect. When he
entered the sacri-
ficial arena, how-
ever, although all
the others present
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stood up to receive him, Lord Siva
was lost in meditation on Krsna and

did not notice Daksa’s arrival. Daksa

was offended and in turn insulted
Lor’d Siva.
Srila Prabhupada comments, “It

may be argued that since Daksa was
the father-in-law of Lord Siva, it was

certainly the duty of Lord Siva to
offer him respect. In answer to that
argument, it is explained here that

when a learned person stands up and

offers obeisances in welcome, he
offers respect to the Supersoul, who
is seated in everyone’s heart.”

Lord Siva was not neglecting
Daksa; since Lord Siva was already

| offering respects to the Supersoul
| of the universe, those respects
I naturally included respects to the

A person who knows that Krsna is in the heart of every
living being respects every body as a temple of the Lord.
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Supersoul in Daksa’s heart.

Still, devotees offer respects not
only to the Supersoul but also to the
individual soul. Therefore a devotee
may offer obeisances differently
according to the soul’s development.
Although there is no such thing as
“better” souls or “lesser,” different
living entities have different degrees
of advancement. One living entity
may identify with his or her bodily
existence whereas another may be
liberated from bodily identification.
If we were offering respects only to
Lord Visnu, we would offer the same
respect to every living entity, but
because we respect the individuality
of the soul, we offer respect accord-
ing to the living entity’s nature.

Thaose in the gross mode of ignor-
ance cannot see the soul. Those in
the mode of passion, preoccupied
with bodily forms, cannot see the
underlying equality and unity of all
beings. But Krsna defines knowledge
in the mode of goodness as follows:
“That knowledge by which one undi-
vided spiritual nature is seen in all
living entities, though they are divi-
ded into innumerable forms, you
should understand to be in the mode
of goodness.” Srila Prabhupada
writes, “A person who sees one spirit

LORD KRSNA'S CUISINE

soul in every living being, whether a
demigod, human being, animal, bird,
beast, aquatic, or plant, possesses
knowledge in the mode of goodness.
In all living entities, one spirit soul is
there, although they have different
bodies in terms of their previous
work.”

“Oneness” in this sense does not
mean that there is one soul in myriad
bodies, as the impersonalists teach,

| but that an individual soul of equal

quality is present in the heart of each
living being. A plant has a soul, and
we offer the respects appropriate for
a soul in a plant’s body. For obvious
reasons, although we respect the
presence of the soul and Supersoul in
the body of a tiger, we do so from a
distance.

Of course, we show the most re-
spect to other human beings, but a
devotee does not base that respect on
a person’s material position. Devo-
tees shouldn’t look at other living en-
tities as objects to gratify their senses.
Therefore, men should respect
women as mothers and no one should
try to exploit other living beings for
sense gratification. To exploit others
is to exploit the resources of the
Lord’s temple and thus defile it.

A devotee offers the most respect

COOKING CLASS: LESSON TWENTY-TWO

to pure devotees. The Nectar of
Instruction advises that one respect

| devotees in terms of their relation-

ship with Krsna: “One should men-
tally honor the devotee who chants
the holy name of Krsna, one should
offer humble obeisances to the
devotee who has undergone spiritual
initiation and is engaged in worship-
ing the Deity, and one should
associate with and faithfully serve
that pure devotee who is advanced in
undeviated devotional service and
whose heart is completely devoid of
the propensity to criticize others.”

The highest repository of respect
for a devotee is someone advanced in
pure devotional service and free from
envy. Freedom from envy means
freedom from the bodily concept.
The nonenvious devotee has the
ability to see the “one” soul in all
living beings. Such a humble devotee
has nothing to gain from anyone but
everything to give, because he
possesses Krsna.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the
author of many books, including

a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.

by Yamuna Devi

THE SRILA PRABHUPADA Cen- ‘
tennial year is a cause for great
celebration and a chance for us to rel-
ish on many levels increased spiritual
commitment. Our individual offerings
and group projects are underway. We
may be focusing on internal areas of
our spiritual development, or head-
ing up or joining activities from
[SKCON'S twelve “lotus petals”™ of
celebration. Either way, our devotion-
al endeavors can lead us from a great
year into an even greater future.

12

One way to make this a great

| centennial year is by discussing more

about Srila Prabhupada. I plan to do
that in this column. I'll recall more of
Prabhupada’s instructions in the form
of recipes, cooking lessons, prasadam
distribution, and exchanges in the
kitchen. This should give you more
insights into Srila Prabhupada the
person. For me, writing more about
Srila Prabhupada is an opportunity to
remember him in greater detail, to
uncover more of what is locked away
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Prabhupada’s Guava Jam

in my memory. [ hope my attempts,
imperfect as they are, will enhance

your appreciation of Prabhupada’s

purity and devotional qualities.

Once as I was offering Srila
Prabhupada my obeisances, he said
that to remember, we must first chant
and hear. So to remember him, let us
increase our chanting and hearing

| about him. Let us repeat stories over

and over again for purification and
inspiration, and pass them down for
future generations to cherish.



SPICY GUAVA JAM

(Makes about 2 cups)

Lord Krishna'’s Cuisine has a
recipe for Rich Guava Jam by
Pallika Dasi, who also learned
it from Srila Prabhupada. Give
both recipes a try, perhaps on
buttered, flame-toasted capa-
lis, on any nimki-like cracker,
or on thin slices of homemade
multi-grain toast.

14 pounds just-ripe guavas

1 teaspoon coriander seeds

I teaspoon cumin seeds

4 teaspoon cardamom
seeds

Y4 teaspoon kalanji

2-3 dried red chilies, or as
desired

8 whole cloves

one cinnamon stick

2 cups sugar

' tablespoon lime juice

Cutthe guavasintoeighthsand
steam them in a steamer bas-
ket for about 45 minutes. Over
low heat, dry-roast the corian-
der, cumin, cardamom, kalanji,
chilies, and cinnamon stick un-
til the cumin darkens a few
shades. Crush the cinnamon
stick with a mallet, then coarse-
ly grind all the spices, either in
a spice mill or with a mortar
and pestle.

Transfer the softened gua-
vas to a saucepan and mash
them to a purée (or pass them
through a food mill). Place the
saucepan over low heat and
add the sugar and lime juice.
Stirring, cook until the jam is
thick, about 218-221° F (103
~-105° C) on a candy thermo-
meter. Remove the pan from
the heat, stir in the powdered
spices, and cool. Offer to Krsna.

Store the jam in well-sealed
containers. Once opened, keep
refrigerated. It will last for up
to two weeks.

Jams and Preserves

Jams and preserves are the next
topic in the cooking class and the
next subject in the class textbook,
Lord Krishna's Cuisine. Prior to the
incident that follows, I had seen no
evidence that jams, jellies, or pre-
serves have a tradition in the Indian
kitchen.

The Ramana Reti Kitchen

ISKCON’s Krsna-Balaram Tem-
ple in Vrndavana is located in an area
known as Ramana Reti. In 1973, the
construction of Srila Prabhupada’s
house in Ramana Reti, adjacent to
the temple, was far from finished. In
truth, he ate, slept, translated, and
met with guests in the partially com-
pleted large main room. Several
women, myself included, lived in
what is now his dining room. His
secretary’s base camp was a small
area now part of the main entrance,
and his servant worked just off the
main room in the small room that
now houses museum artifacts. Aside
from a brief stay in his quarters at
the Radha-Damodara temple during
the fall (Kartika) of 1972, when visit-
ing Vrndavana Prabhupada stayed in
his unfinished Ramana Reti house.

From the spring of 1972 through
the fall of 1974, I was his unofficial
Vrndavana cook. I took care of both
the Radha-Damodara and Ramana
Reti kitchens and did most of his
cooking. The Ramana Reti kitchen
was a makeshift affair in a room
under construction—bare brick walls,
a concrete floor, and unfinished
window frames with temporary bars
to ward off monkeys. Two metal
trunks held pots, utensils, and dry
staples like dal, rice, and spices. Like
many kitchens in Vrndavana. this one
had no electricity or running water,
but Srila Prabhupada seemed to like
it, wandering in on many occasions to
observe activities in progress.

I worked within an area of the
rough floor I'd marked off with
bricks mortared together with
Yamuna River mud. Every morning,
72-year-old Anand Prabhu, one of
Srila Prabhupada’s godbrothers and
one of my all-time favorite cooking
teachers, would walk nearly two
miles to bring me two buckets of

fresh, sweet well-water for cooking. I
used two stoves—a gas burner and a
portable wood stove, called a chula,
which was little more than a five-
gallon galvanized bucket covered with
a thick layer of smooth mud. I cooked
the main meal in Srila Prabhupada’s
three-tiered brass steamer, on either
stove. But the capatis were always
griddle-baked and flame-toasted on

| the chula, over a mixture of four parts

aromatic neem (margosa) coals and
one part dried cow-dung patties.

Prabhupada Makes Jam

One morning before leaving
Vrndavana, Srila Prabhupada called
for me and asked about several
pending matters. After instructing me
about his lunch, he asked whether
good guavas were available in Lot
Bazaar, Vrndavana’s largest vegeta-
ble market. I hesitatingly said per-
haps. having sporadically seen them in
recent days but not knowing if I could
find good-quality fruit. I had been
thinking that the produce of the last
fortnight had been only mediocre, and
I knew Srila Prabhupada was aware of
it. He had often said that no matter
how able the cook, good flavor
requires ingredients that are seasonal,
high quality, and really fresh.

The guavas I ultimately bought
were neither good nor bad but some-
where in the middle. They were yel-
low, moderately sweet and moderately
fragrant, with hard skins and seeds.

It was late afternoon when Srila
Prabhupada came into his kitchen,
inspected the fruit, and decided to
make it into jam. He squatted down
on his haunches and asked for a knife
and cutting board. After washing his
hands, the fruit, the knife, and the
cutting board, he cut each fruit into

| eight picces. While cutting, he told me

that this jam was a favorite from his
childhood. a special treat. He had
learned to make it from his mother,
who would bring it on family outings
or as a gift when they visited his
maternal uncle. Now he wanted to
have some for his travels. He loaded
the cooker with guavas and asked
me to light the gas stove.

A Lesson on Waste
Indian wooden matches have
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always seemed inferior to me. They
snap easily, their igniting tip is thin,
often flaring rather than lighting, and
they are anything but water-resistant.
After retrieving the matchbox from
the trunk, I knelt down before the
stove and struck a match. It fizzled. 1
struck a second one, and it snapped
into three pieces. The third went
futz, futz and went out. The fourth
flared briefly and went out. The fifth
Srila Prabhupada took out of my
hand before I could strike it.

I recall his movement almost as if
it were in slow motion. With ease he
struck the match against the box,
cupping his hands around the bud-
ding flame as if protecting it from
Arctic winds. The flame leapt out on
the first strike as he lowered it to

light the stove. As I looked at him
with puzzled awe, he spoke before |
could open my mouth. A devotee, he
said, should become expert, know
how to use things properly, and avoid
waste. As I looked at my small pile of
unlit matches resting before the stove
(I see them again as I write), I real-
ized how far I had to go in these three
areas. | am still working on them
today.

As Prabhupada made the jam, |
noted down the ingredients and pro-
cedures. The measurements in the
recipe given here are my own, ar-
rived at by testing and developing the
recipe. Adjust the amounts as desired,
but end up with a product that is a
cross between jam and a spicy fruit
butter—thick, hot., and sweet.

Afterthoughts

This year, let us pray for ever
deepening appreciation and glorifica-
tion of Srila Prabhupada. Let us
strive to increase our ability to relish
him in new and fresh ways. Let us
pray to understand more and more
about the how, what, when, where,
and why of Srila Prabhupada’s
mission.
I And keep on cooking for
INRSrS iz

|

| Yamuna Devi is the author of the

| award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’s
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times. Write to her in care of BTG.

THROUGH THE EYES OF SASTRA

The Inconceivable .
One More Time

by Ravindra Svarupa Dasa

AN UMBER OF Back to Godhead |
readers have written—several I
at formidable length—to express |
doubts or objections concerning the
essay “On Conceiving the Inconceiv-
able,” published in this column last
summer (July/August). I hope it will
be helpful for me to respond to the
more significant points raised.

You may recall that the essay
addressed the conceptually vexing
question How did the conditioned
soul—the jiva—get that way? Upon
this topic—"the jiva issue”—a small
but prolix band of people in and
about ISKCON have piled up a great
number of words. I was loathe to add
to them. For to expend time and
energy on this issue goes counter to
the instructions of Srila Prabhupada.
“What is the use of such discussion?”
he wrote about efforts to compre-
hend the causal history of the jiva's
falldown. “Don’t waste your time
with this.™

Why did I go against such clear

| in Prabhupada’s teachings

instruction? How did I become so
foolish as to rush in where angels fear
to tread? It happened like this.

Last year ISKCON’s Governing
Body Commission, on which I serve,
had to deal with an uproar caused by
a 300-page book on the “jiva issue”
that a couple of devotees had just
written and published.

The controversy arose over the
way in which the authors attempted
to resolve the issue. The reader may
recall that the issue centers upon the
apparent incompatibility of two
authoritative accounts of the origin
of conditioned souls. One account—
which receives by far the most stress
ells that
the conditioned souls were originally
Krsna conscious, but that they
willfully repudiated service to Krsna
and in so doing fell from the spiritual
into the material world. The second
account holds that conditioned souls
have been so perpetually, while the
eternally liberated souls in the
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spiritual world never fall.

How are these two accounts to be
reconciled? The controversial book
before the GBC reconciled the two
simply by throwing out the first of
them. Yet how is it possible to dis-
pose of that account? After all, it is a
prominent leitmotif of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s teaching. It is presumed by the
name Srila Prabhupada gave this
very magazine. The story of the jiva’s
fall. theorized the book’s authors, is
Prabhupada’s benevolent fiction. It is
a myth, a white lie, invented by
Prabhupada because we Westerners
are mentally incapable of accepting
the concept of a soul that has simply
always been conditioned.

Asked to pass judgment on this
theory, the GBC resolved that this
way of solving the jiva issue was
unacceptable. The GBC ruling went
no further, but naturally in discussion

| the question came up of what sort of
| resolution would be acceptable. To
I further the GBC'’s discussion, [ pro-



duced the little paper later pub-
lished in these pages. I labored to
keep the paper short—a minimalist
work—because I wanted to be con-
siderate of the GBC as well as faith-
ful to Srila Prabhupada’s instruction
not to waste time—mine or the
readers’—on this issue.

The editor of Back to Godhead
read the little essay, liked it, and pub-
lished it here. He saw the brevity of
the article as a virtue.

Some readers, however, have seen
it as a vice. Several in particular have
deplored the paucity of “quotes™—
they mean explicit citations and
quotations from authorities. One
reader claims that such references are
a requirement, especially when pre-
senting “a new elucidation,” while
another asserts their absence suffi-
cient in itself to prove the article
“mental speculation” and nothing
more.’

It is not the case that a Krsna con-
scious article requires explicit cita-
tions and quotations. As a brand-new
devotee, I received much knowledge
and inspiration from a little picce by
Srila Prabhupéda called “On Chant-
ing Hare Krsna.™ A paradigm of
brevity and elegance. it is innocent
of any quotations or references. Yet
one who knows the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness recognizes that
every word is faithful to authority.

When I wrote the jiva article, |
had supposed that devotees would
similarly have little trouble recogniz-
ing the source of the ideas in it: Srila
Prabhupada. Rather than presenting
“a new elucidation,” my article set
forth my spiritual master’s own reso-
lution of the “jiva issue.” In the rest
of this essay, I will provide the quota-
tions to show that.

Some of the demand for proof-
texting focused on a premise of the
article: that the account of the fall
of the jiva is an authoritative narra-
tion. Is there indeed scriptural and
traditional authority for it?

Yes.

In the Fourth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Narada Muni narrates
the allegorical story of King Purafi-
jana. In the part that concerns us,
Purafijana has just died and his
widow, Vaidarbhi. is lamenting pite-

ously. A brahmana approaches the
queen and introduces himself as her
“eternal friend.” The brahmana, who
symbolizes the Supersoul, says to the
grieving queen:

My dear friend, even though you
cannot immediately recognize Me,
can’t you remember that in the past
you had a very intimate friend?
Unfortunately, you gave up My
company and accepted a position
as enjoyer of this material world.
My dear gentle [riend, both you

and I are exactly like two swans.
We live together in the same heart,
which is just like the Manasa lake.
Although we have been living to-
gether for many thousands of
years, we are still far away from
our original home.”

Commenting on these verses.’
Srila Prabhupada explains that the
passage “gave up My company and
accepted a position as enjoyer of
this material world” refers to the
soul’s fall from the spiritual into the

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami
Appearance Day: January 24
r
S rila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami is an eternally liberated associ-
ate of Lord Krsna who appeared to join the Lord when He ap-
peared five hundred years ago as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Although the son of a very rich landholder, Raghunatha Dasa had
no interest in the things of this world. His sole desire was to gain the
association of Lord Caitanya and dedicate himselfl to the Lord’s
service. Seeing Raghunatha’s spirit of renunciation even as a young
man, his family tried to keep him at home by all means, including
guards. Somehow Raghunatha was able to escape their vigilance,
and he made his way to Jagannatha Puri to serve Lord Caitanya.

Raghunatha’s life in Puri showed him to be absorbed in tran-
scendental consciousness. In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami writes: “Who could list the unlimited transcen-
dental attributes of Raghunatha Dasa? His strict regulative prin-
ciples were exactly like the lines on a stone. Raghunatha Dasa spent
more than twenty-two hours out of every twenty-four chanting the
Hare Krspa maha-mantra and remembering the lotus feet of the
Lord. He ate and slept for less than an hour and a half. and on some
days that also was impossible.

“Topics concerning his renunciation are wonderful. Throughout
his life he never allowed his tongue sense gratification. He never
touched anything to wear except a small torn cloth and a patchwork
wrapper. . . . Whatever he ate was only to keep his body and soul
together, and when he ate he would reproach himself thus:

“°If one’s heart has been cleansed by perfect knowledge and one
has understood Krsna, the Supreme Brahman, he then gains
everything. Why should such a person act like a debauchee by trying
very carefully to maintain his material body?” ”

Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami served Lord Caitanya for sixteen
years at Jagannatha Puri. After the Lord departed this world,
Raghunétha went to Vrndavana, where he lived for many years
at the sacred lake Radha-kunda. His bhajana-kiitir, or place of wor-
ship. still exists there. He is one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

o . ey o o o}
(Full calendar, page 63)
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Srimad-Bhagavatam repeatedly speaks
of liberation in Krsna consciousness as a restoration,
a return, a reawakening, a recovery, a remembering.

material world. To explain “how the
living entity falls down into this
material world,” Srila Prabhupada
quotes Bhagavad-gita 7.27: “All
living entities are born into delusion,
overcome by the dualities of desire
and hate.”

“In the spiritual world there is no
duality, nor is there hate,” Prabhu-
pada says. But “when the living enti-
ties desire to enjoy themselves, they
develop a consciousness of duality
and come to hate the service of the
Lord. In this way the living entities
fall into the material world.” He ela-
borates further: “The natural posi-
tion of the living entity is to serve the
Lord in a transcendental loving atti-
tude. When the living entity wants to
become Krsna Himself or imitate
Krsna, he falls down into the material
world.”

In Narada’s allegory, the brah-
mana speaks of himself and the
queen as two swans—symbolically
the Supersoul and the soul—who
have wandered together far away
from their “original home.” What
place is that? Prabhupada explains:

The original home of the living
entity and the Supreme Personality
of Godhead is the spiritual world.
In the spiritual world both the
Lord and the living entities live
together very peacefully. Since the
living entity remains engaged in
the service of the Lord, they both
share a blissful life in the spiritual
world. However, when the living
entity wants to enjoy himself, he
falls down into the material world.”

It is clear that Narada Muni
teaches here in \S",r‘f;:l':c.'r.’—ﬁi":&gnw;mm
that the conditioned souls dwelt
originally in the spiritual world, their
homeland, where they enjoyed a
relation of active service with Krsna.
However, these souls willfully gave
up Krsna’s company in order to
become enjoyers. Srila Prabhupada

explains that they wanted to imitate
Krsna rather than serve Him. As
Prabhupada states it elsewhere in his
Bhagavatam commentary: “The first
sinful will of the living entity is to be-
come the Lord, and the consequent

| will of the Lord is that the living

entity forget his factual life and thus
dream of the land of utopia where he
may become one like the Lord.™

In addition, Srimad-Bhagavatam
repeatedly speaks of liberation in
Krsna consciousness as a restoration,

a return, a reawakening, a recovery, a

remembering. Narada Muni uses
such language himself a little further
on in his allegory of the soul and
Supersoul:

In this way both swans live to-
gether in the heart. When the one
swan is instructed by the other, he
is situated in his constitutional
position. This means he regains his
original Krsna consciousness,
which was lost because of his
material attraction.’

In this verse “regains his original
Krsna consciousness™ is a translation
of nastam apa punah smrtim. Krsna
consciousness is literally a lost
(nastam) memory (smytim) which is
gained (apa) once again (punah). In
Srimad-Bhagavatam this terminology
of forgetting and once again remem-
bering is invoked over and over."
Remembering, regaining, returning,
recovering—all these terms pre-
suppose a past state that had once
been ours, had then become lost, and
will be ours once more. Srimad-
Bhagavatam teaches it, and so, of
course, does Srila Prabhupada.

| Srila Prabhupada as Authority

What I have given is sufficient to

| establish the authority of the account

of the jiva’s fall, and I will leave it at
that. I may disappoint readers who
will want proof-texting from authori-
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ties who stand between Narada Muni
and Srila Prabhupada in the disciplic
succession. | am confident, however,
that Srila Prabhupada is a bona fide

| spiritual master. As such, he is a

“transparent medium” who repre-
sents (literally, presents over again)
the entire tradition coming from
Krsna. To those readers who claim
not to have found in those authori-
ties confirmation of the teaching
spelled out here, I can only suggest
that you go back and look again.
Srila Prabhupada undoubtedly
understands those authorities better
than you or I. Go back, and this time
use Srila Prabhupada as your guide.
Srila Prabhupada is uniquely
qualified to understand spiritual
teaching. Such understanding is
hardly a matter of academic scholar-
ship. The Svetasvatara Upanisad, in

| its concluding verse (6.23), tells who
| among its readers will have revealed

to them the purport of what they’ve
read: only a great soul, a mahatma,
who possesses pure devotion (para
bhalkti) to the Lord and, in equal
measure, to his spiritual master. Srila
Prabhupada himself exhibited
extraordinary devotion to the Lord
and to his guru. Only because of that
devotion was he empowered to
achieve unprecedented success in
preaching Krsna consciousness
throughout the world. I take the
greatness of his success as a measure
of his greatness of soul, and therefore
[ accept him as empowered by Krsna
also with the ability to penetrate
deeply into the meaning of spiritual
teaching. It is therefore my policy to

| follow him in his understanding.

This is what I tried to do in my
Back to Godhead article. It is not
that Srila Prabhupada was silent on
the “jiva issue.” His disciples brought
it up a number of times, and there
are lectures, letters. and conversa-

| tions in which he addressed it head
| on. Never once do we find him so



much as hinting that Narada Muni’s
account of the origin of bondage is a
myth or fiction. Rather, he defends
that account vigorously and teaches
his disciples how to reconcile it with
the statements that there is no fall
from Vaikuntha, the spiritual world.

“Eternally Conditioned”

The central point in Srila Prabhu-
pada’s reconciliation is that every
single soul is in fact eternally liber-

ated (nitya-mukta) and not a single
soul ever really leaves the spiritual
world. The so-called “conditioned
souls™ (nitya-baddha) only superfi-
cially appear to be so to themselves,
and their apparently bound state is

| an illusion of such vanishingly small

duration and significance that it is

| virtually of no weight at all in the

true scale of things.
Thus, Srila Prabhupada said that

the appellation nitya-mukta is factual,

- NETNEWS -

The URLs for the main Krsna conscious sites
on the World Wide Web.

HARE KRSNA, THE COMPLETE PICTURE

In this visually appealing site organized by the North
European BBT, visitors can learn a great deal about the Hare
Krsna movement and the Mayapur project. This site has
a “Talk to Us” feature by which visitors can ask questions.

BACK TO GODHEAD ONLINE

This site (under construction) includes Back fo Godhead,
“The Hare Krsna Catalog,” and the entire text of the
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Visitors can also find out about
the work of the BBT Archives in preserving all
of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings and photographs.

HARE KRSNA HOME PAGE

Sponsored by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust in Los Angeles,
this site includes excerpts from Srila Prabhupada’s books
and an overview of the Hare Krsna movement.

THE HARE KRSNA INDEX

This index will lead the user to any of the
ISKCON-affiliated WWW sites.

while the appellation nitya-baddha is
only a manner of speaking. “You are
not eternally conditioned,” Srila
Prabhupada wrote one disciple.

You are eternally liberated, but
since we have become conditioned
on account of our desire to enjoy
[the] materialistic way of life, from
time immemorial, therefore it
appears that we are eternally con-
ditioned. Because we cannot trace
out the history of the date when we
became conditioned, therefore it is
technically called eternally condi-
tioned. Otherwise the living entity is
not actually conditioned.!

As Srila Prabhupada affirmed in a
Srmmd~Bhﬁgﬂvar(.'.';rr. lecture,” “We
cannot be eternally conditioned,
because we are part and parcel of
Krsna. Our natural position is ever
liberated, eternally liberated.” The

| term “eternally conditioned,” accord-

ing to Srila Prabhupada, is not accu-
rate from the philosophical point of

| view, but is a figure of speech.

Constitutionally every living entity,
even if he is in Vaikuntha-loka, has
[a] chance of falling down. There-
fore the living entity is called mar-
ginal energy. But when the fall-
down has taken place for the
conditioned soul is very difficult to
ascertain. Thercfore two classes are
designated: eternally liberated and
eternally conditioned. But for
argument’s sake, a living entity
being marginal energy, he can’t be
eternally conditioned. The time is
so unlimited that the conditioned
souls appear to be eternally so, but
from the philosophical view they
cannot be eternally conditioned.™

Even as Srila Prabhupada speaks

| of the soul’s fall from Vaikuntha, he

also upholds the statements that
Vaikuntha is that place from which no
one falls. The deep truth of the matter
is that we are even now in Vaikuntha
but we don’t know it. Lecturing on
Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.1," Srila
Prabhupada directly says that now he
will reply to those who ask, “How did
the living entity, who was with Krsnpa,
fall into the material world?” Prabhu-
pada then states that the fallen condi-
tion is merely an appearance: It “is
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tual spark of the Supreme. has not
fallen. But he is thinking, ‘I am fal-
len. I am material. I am this body.””
The second example Srila Prabhu-
pada uses comes directly from the
Bhagavatam verse. A dreaming per-
son manufactures an alternate
dream-self that he temporarily takes
to be his real identity. Thus, the
dreamer imagines himself undergo-
ing all kinds of adventures. Say in a

simply the influence of the material
energy, nothing more; actually he has
not fallen.”

Prabhupada gives this example:
Just as clouds passing in front of the
moon at night make the moon ap-
pear to move, so the material energy
makes the soul, who is eternally with
Krsna, appear to be fallen. “ Actually,
the moon is not moving. Similarly,
the living entity, because he is a spiri-

| nightmare he dreams he is running in
panic through a dense jungle at night,
a huge and hungry tiger chasing him
down. With a thudding heart, he hears
the tiger coming inexorably closer.
Then claws rake his back, and fangs
crush his neck, and he wakes up
screaming in terror. With relief he sees
he is safe in bed. The fictional dream-
self is gone. All along he had been safe
in his own bed. He was never lost in
any tiger-infested jungle.

CALENDAR CLOSE-UP

Srila Madhvacarya
Disappearance Day: January 29

-
S rila Madhvacarya was born in Udupi, South India, in the early

D thirteenth century. From his early childhood it was obvious that
he was a remarkable person. He once cleared his father of debts by
converting tamarind seeds into coins. Whenever his mother was
disturbed, from wherever he was he would appear before her in one
jump. When Madhva was five years old, with his toe he killed a
demon in the form of a snake living near his home.

Mostnoteworthy, however, were Madhvacarya’s spiritual qualities.
He received brahmana initiation at the age of five and accepted
sannyasa, the renounced order of life, at age twelve.

Madhvacarya met Vyasadeva, the compiler of the Vedas, in the
Himalayas, where Vyasadeva had been living for thousands of years.
Madhva became a great scholar by studying the Vedas under Vyasa
and used his erudite scholarship to crush the Mayavada (imper-
sonalistic) philosophy. By defeating several Mayavada leaders, he
became famous throughout India. He initiated eight disciples, who
became the directors of his eight monasteries. Madhvacarya was also
famous for his physical strength. A person named Kadanjari, who
possessed the strength of thirty men, once challenged Madhva to
fight. Madhva placed the big toe of his foot on the ground and asked
the fighter to lift it. Kadanjari could not and had to admit defeat.
Once Madhvacarya was attacked by robbers, but he killed them all.
Another time, Madhva’s companion Satya Tirtha was attacked by a
tiger, but with his great strength Madhva separated them.

One day, while Madhvacarya was meditating by the sea, he saw a
large boat in danger. He helped the boat to safety and was rewarded
with a large chunk of gopi-candana, sacred clay from Dvaraka, the
city where Krsna had lived on the west coast of India. As the clay was
being carried, it broke apart, revealing a Deity of Lord Krsna. The
Deity assumed such a great weight that not even thirty people could
carry Him, but Madhvacarya personally carried Him to Udupi and
installed Him there. The Deity is still worshiped there according to
the standards set by Madhvacarya.

Madhvacarya is the principal dcarya, or spiritual teacher, in the
disciplic line in which Srila Prabhupada, and therefore ISKCON,
has come. That line is known as the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya
Sampradaya.

(Full calendar, page 63)
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So, when someone asks, “When did
we come into contact with this ma-
terial nature, the answer is that we
have not come into contact. By the
influence of the external energy we
think we are in contact. Actually we
are not fallen. We cannot be fallen.
We have simply created a situation.
Rather, we have not created a situa-
tion; Krsna has given us a situation.
Because we wanted to imitate Krsna,
Krsna has given an opportunity.

As the dreamer forgets that he is
safe in his own bedroom, so we have
simply forgotten where we really are:
the spiritual world.!

Crow and Tal Fruit

Srila Prabhupada gives a more
elaborate description of the nature of
the jiva’s bondage in the paper en-
titled “Crow-and-T7al-Fruit Logic.”'®
He sent this paper to the GBC repre-
sentative in Australia in June of 1972
to settle a controversy that had arisen

| there over this issue."” “Crow-and-

Tal-Fruit Logic” presents Prabhu-
pada’s most thorough statement of the
solution, and the paper was circulated
throughout ISKCON. I saw it in
Philadelphia that year and studied it
carefully. Upon it I have based my
reflections in the Back to Godhead
article on eternity and time.
Prabhupada begins his paper by
asserting our eternal and permanent
relation with Krsna. “We never had
any occasion when we were separated
from Krsna.” he says, and then he uses
Srimad- Bhagavatam’s analogy of a
dream to explain how the illusion of
separation arises. He also takes care
to explain how it is possible for even
a liberated soul to become illusioned:

Our separation from Krsna is like



Srila Prabhupada explains that
not only is the soul’s condition
of illusion insubstantial like a dream,
but it is also momentary.

that. We dream this body and so
many relationships with other
things. First the attachment comes
to enjoy sense gratification. Even
[when we are| with Krsna the
desire for sense gratification is
there. There is a dormant attitude
for forgetting Krsna and creating an
atmosphere for enjoying indepen-
dently.'®

He then continues his exposition:

‘We cannot say, therefore, that we
are not with Krsna. As soon as we
try to become the Lord, immedi-
ately we are covered by maya.
Formerly we were with Krsna in
His [ila, or sport. But this covering
of maya may be of very, very, very,
very long duration; therefore [in
the interim| many creations are
coming and going. Due to this long
period of time it is sometimes said
that we are ever-conditioned. But
this long duration of time becomes
very insignificant when one actually
comes to Krsna consciousness.

It is like in a dream: We are
thinking it is a very long time, but as
soon as we awaken we look at our
watch and see it has been a moment
only. To give another example:
Krsna's [riends were kept asleep for
one year by Brahma, but when they
woke up and Krsna returned before
them. they considered that only a
moment had passed.

So this dreaming condition is
called non-liberated life, and this is
just like a dream. Although in
material calculation it is a long,
long period, as soon as we come Lo
Krsna consciousness this period is
considered a second.

Here Srila Prabhupada explains
how this condition of illusion is “very
insignificant.” Not only is it insub-
stantial like a dream, but it is also
momentary. Although within the

dream unlimited years seem to pass,
in reality the dream lasts virtually
no time at all—a “moment” or a
“second.”

Then Srila Prabhupada offers
another example of how a seeming
long duration of time can last only an
instant. He recalls the story of how
the cowherd boys napped under the
spell of Brahma for only one truti (or
%3500 of a second) of Brahma’s time
while an entire year passed in human
time."

Srila Prabhupada invokes the
relativistic temporal structure of
creation to explain how the illusion
of the jiva is insignificant, and I
followed him in my article. I at-
tempted only to elaborate Srila
Prabhupada’s explanation in a more
systematic and explicit manner. In
the example of the cowherd boys,
one truti of Brahma’s time is con-
trasted to one year of human time. If
we consider the case of the sleeping
jivas rather than the sleeping cow-
herd boys, how much greater would
be the contrast between real time (in
the spiritual world) and dream-time
(in the material world)? Obviously,
the “moment” in real time would
become vanishingly small—infinitesi-
mally small—while in “dream-time”
it would become infinitely great—
anadi, without a traceable beginning,

In short, Srila Prabhupada uses
the example of dreaming to say that
the soul never really leaves Vai-
kuntha. And he alludes to the con-
trast between eternity and time to
show that the soul’s period of illusion
is objectively instantaneous, that it
lasts virtually no time at all.

This is how I derived my expla-
nation from Srila Prabhupada. I
focused my article on the relation
between time and eternity because
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that seems the source of much of the
difficulty in thinking about the jiva
issue. I did not for a moment think
that I was going to figure out the
inconceivable, as some readers have
charged. Rather, I simply tried to
highlight what makes the subject so
difficult to conceive.

Mayavada Philosophy?

One reader objected that the
account in my article presents
“Mayavada philosophy.” Quoting

| from my article, he writes,  ‘For the

logic of eternity dictates that no one
falls from eternity—even if he does
so.” Here the author attempts to
convince the reader that conditioned
existence is an absolute illusion, a
mere figment of the imagination,
because the conditioned soul never
really left the spiritual world.” As I
have shown, Srila Prabhupada
teaches that conditioned existence is
indeed a figment of the imagination,
and that the conditioned soul never
really does leave the spiritual world.
This is not Mayavada philosophy,
however. The impersonalistic Maya-
vada philosophy claims that the
Absolute has no energies: There is no
material world, no dreaming exist-
ence; indeed, there is no jiva who
dreams. On the contrary, Srimad-

| Bhagavatam 2.9.1 clearly states that

the agent which produces the jiva’s
illusion is Krsna’s own, real energy.
My statement “No one falls from
eternity—even if he does so” can
only be construed as denying mate-
rial existence by ignoring the second
half of the statement.

Another reader seems to have

| been misled by taking the diagram
| of the temporal structure of the

world somewhat too literally. For
(please turn to page 46)
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EVENTS
AT EVERY

ISKCON
CENTER

January 1-7
Inauguration of the
Centennial Year

June 2- 8
Padayatra Week

June 9
World Holy Name Day

August 7
ISKCON’s
Incorporation Day

August 4-September 9
Book Distribution
Marathon

September 6
Srila Prabhupada’s
Maha Vyasa-Puja
(Appearance Day Celebrations)

November 23
Feed-the-World Day

December 1-31
Grand Finale of the
Srila Prabhupada
Centennial Book Distribution
Marathon

March 1997
Srila Prabhupada Centennial
Awards Ceremonies

L)

(¢ B @ @

INDIA EVENTS

December 23,’95—March 24,97

Thetraveling Hare Krishna Utsava (festival),
complete with Deities, stage programs, ani-
matronic shows, Krishna Vision shows,
and 18 pavillions with displays. Visits 32
cities in 14 months.

February 19-March 17, '96

| Devotees from all over the world gather in

Indiaforthe Hare Krishna World Convention,
a four week festival in Mayapur, Calcutta,
Delhi and Vrindavan.

September 6, ‘96

SrilaPrabhupada’s Maha Vyasa-pujais cele-
brated in a grand way in Calcutta, his birth
city. VIPs and devotees from around the
world gather at the Netaji Subhas Chandra
indoor stadium for the Sahasra Tirtha Jala
Abhiseka—Dbathing Srila Prabhupada’s deity
with 1,008 sacred waters.

November 16-November 21, 96

The Glory of India Festival—opening of

temple complexes in Delhi and Bangalore.

January 6-January 12, *97

The Bhaktivedanta Institute’s Second World
Congress for the Synthesis of Science and

Religion, in Calcutta. Participants include |

3,000 scientists, philosophers, religious
leaders, and eminentthinkers from the world
over.

March '97

Gathering in Mayapur for the Prabhupada
Centennial Global Awards Ceremony and
for establishing a Centennial Memorial.

And Celebratii

Sacred Water
Collection
Completed

After eleven months of
intense travels and treks
all over the Indian sub-
continent, devotees have
completed the task of [
collecting water from =
1008 holy sites. Other
Centennial workers are
now processing and bot-
tling the watersto prepare
them for shipping all over the world beginning in

March. The waters will be used to bathe Srila

Prabhupada on September 6, 1996, the one-

hundredth anniversary of his appearance. s

Centennial
Kickoff
In Bombay

ISKCON India inaugurated its Centennial cele-
brations in Bombay on December 23. The high-
light of the inauguration was the launch of the
14-monthtraveling Hare Krishna Utsava (festival).
The Bombay festival is drawing large crowds
daily. The festival will stay in Bombay for one
month and then move on to visit 32 cities in
India during the Centennial year. To join the Hare
Krishna Utsava, contact Pancaratna Dasa at
ISKCON Mayapur.



Festivals
ions

Hare Krishna
World
Convention

Mayapur ~ Calcutta ~
Delhi ~ Vrindavana

February 19-March 17

Maha Reunion of
Srila Prabhupada’s
Followers

¥ MAYAPUR: Feb. 19—Mar. 6, Reception
of Padayatra India/ Installation of Sri Panca
Tattva / Navadvipa Mandala Parikrama /
Grand Opening of Srila Prabhupada's
Samadhi/World Expo and Memorabilia Ex-
hibition / Seminars / Hare Krishna Utsava
stage programs and animatronic shows /
Prabhupada Multi-Vision shows.

¥ CALCUTTA: Mar. 7, 100 Country Pro-
cession.

¥ DELHI: Mar. 8-Mar. 9, 100 Country
Procession, evening auditorium program.
¥ VRINDAVANA: Mar. 11-Mar. 17,Pandal
Program in Mathura / Maha Harinama in
Vrindavan / Parikramas / Seminars / Srila
Prabhupada Bullock Cart Govardhana
Parikrama / Boat Festival in Kusum Sarovar.
V¥ AND. .. Special train journey from
Calcutta to Delhi by the Prabhupada
Shatabdi Express—Departure on Mar. 7,
Full Prasadam Service, Prasadam Dis-
tribution, Maha Harinama in Allahabad
and Bathing at the Triveni Sangam, Grand
Reception in Delhi.

Centennial Resources

Memories of Prabhupada

The Remembering Srila Prabhupada
Nectar Project is compiling devotees’
remembrances. Tape or write detailed
descriptions of your memories of Srila
Prabhupada—particular incidents with
him, special instructions you received from
him, and what especially impressed you in
your dealings with him. Send them to Aditi
Dasi, ¢/o Centennial, P.0. Box 1987,
Alachua, FL 32615, USA. Phone:
1-800-205-6108.

Database of Devotees

One of the petals of the “lotus” of Cen-
tennial activities is Uniting Prabhupada’s
Family. In pursuit of that goal, the Centen-
nial organizers are compiling a database of
all devotees who have been initiated in
ISKCON. Send (to the address below) the
following information about yourself and
any devotee you know who is living out-
side the association of devotees:

1. Initiated name

2. Legal name

3. Mailing address

4. Phone number

5. Spiritual master’s name

6. Spouse’s name

7. Children’s names

To: Ramiya Dasa, P.O. Box 1987, Alachua,
FL 32615, USA. (The database will be used
for Uniting Prabhupada’s Family only.)

Bhaktivedanta Centennial
Reading Program

Honor Srila Prabhupada by making a

commitment to increase your reading of
his books this year. You can take part in
the Centennial Reading Program even if

you can read only fifteen minutes a day.
You'll receive a certificate awarding you for
the books you complete. For more infor-
mation, in North America call 1-800-205-
6108. Elsewhere, get in touch with your
national Centennial office or your nearest
ISKGON center.

Promotional Items

e Gentennial video

» Centennial T-shirts, pens, stickers,
badges, posters (including 12-petal
lotus of activities), photo stands,
shoulder bags

e Sahasra Tirtha Jala video, poster, and
presentation folder

Publications

e Centennial Master Plan

= Memorials Manual

e Prabhupadanuga, The International
Newsletter for Uniting Prabhupada’s
Family

 Prabhupada Toshani, The Newsletter of
the Centennial

Brochures:

= Centennial brochure (color)

» Sahasra Tirtha Jala

* 108 Ways to Celebrate Srila Prabhupada
Centennial

For more information concerning Publi-
cations and Promotional [tems, contact
your national Centennial office or the
international Centennial office below:
Centennial House
62 Sant Nagar (near East of Kailash)
New Delhi 110065, India
Phone: +91 (11) 6469633/ 6225277
Fax: 6470742/ 6872378
E-mail: gaurangi.lok@com.bbt.se
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He Came with the

Message

of the

Absolute World

His Journey

ALTHOUGH ONE candle kindles un-
limited numbers of other candles, each
with the same intensity as the first,
there yet remains the original candle.
Similarly, although the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead expands Himself
in unlimited forms, He yet remains the
original cause of all causes. In the Vedas,
that supreme original cause is known
by the name Krsna because He pos-
sesses unlimited transcendental quali-
ties, which can attract all living beings.

Five hundred years ago, that same
supreme cause, Lord Sri Krsna, ap-

Srila Pl'abhupi_lda Timeline 1932 (November 21)

peared as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and declared that the chanting of His

holy names—Hare Krsna, Hare Rama |

—would spread beyond the shores of
India to every town and village in the
world. Hundreds of years then passed
as Lord Caitanya’s laithful followers
endeavored to expand His mission. Still
they remained wondering just how and
when the Lord’s bold prediction would
come true.

Then, on August 13, 1965, just a few
days before his sixty-ninth birthday,
A. C.Bhaktivedanta Swami—philoso-
pher, scholar, and saint—set out for
America to see what could be done.

Begging passage from a local steam-

1896 (September 1)

at Allahabad.

Receives spiritual initiation

ship company, he traveled as the only
passenger on board a small weathered
cargo ship named the Jaladuta. In his
possession were a suitcase, an umbrella,
a supply of dry cereal, about seven
dollars’ worth of Indian currency, and
several boxes of books.

When the Jaladuta arrived in New
York harbor thirty-seven days later,
Bhaktivedanta Swami was utterly
alone. He had come to America know-

| ing no one, with absolutely no visible

means of support, and with only the
meager handful of possessions he had
carried on board the ship. He had no
money, no friends, no followers, not his
youth, good health or even a clear idea
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Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada

ABHAY CHARAN DE

1922 1 1B
Y 1937 (anvary 1)

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati passes away.

First meets his spiritual
master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura.

THACKER. SPINK & OO, {1933} LTD.
3, Esplanade, Caleutta

Receives the honorary
title “Bhaktivedanta.”

I 1944 (February)
*|  Begins Back to
Godhead magazine.

1925

First visits Vrndavana.
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1953
Initiates his first
disciple, in Jhansi.

Grand opening day of his
League of Devotees in
Jhansi.

of how he would accomplish his far-
reaching objective—to present the
spiritual knowledge of the Vedas to the
entire Western society.

In a poem written in Bengali just
after his arrival, Bhaktivedanta Swa[ni
expressed his humble faith in Lord Sri
Krsna and the special instruction of
his own spiritual master, who had in-
tended him to spread the teachings of
Krsna consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world: “My dear Lord
Krsna. . .. How will [ make them un-
derstand this message of Krsna con-
sciousness? I am very unfortunate,
unqualified, and the most fallen. There-

fore I am seeking Your benediction so |

that I can convince them, for I am
powerlesstodosoonmyown. ... lam
sure that when this transcendental
message penetrates their hearts, they

will certainly feel engladdened and thus |

become liberated from all unhappy
conditions of life. . .. "

“Now [ can see that it is a miracle.
Otherwise, how could one old man,
with only a few books to sell for barely
getting food, introduce a God conscious
movement in a materialistic society?”

This poem was written on Septem-
ber 18, 1965. Just twelve years later, on

November 14, 1977, Bhaktivedanta |
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Leaves his family to
dedicate his life to
the mission of his
spiritual master.

(September)
Moves to Vrndavana.
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1959
(September 17)
Receives sannyasa
initiation in
Mathura. (Srila
Prabhupada is on
the right.)

Swami passed away in India at the age
of eighty-one. What happened in those
twelve years? What was Bhaktivedanta
Swami able to accomplish during this
brief period, having begun with noth-
ing, and at an age when most are ready
to retire? The list of accomplishments
is striking by any standard.

In short, between the years 1965
and 1977, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami,orSrila Prabhu-
pada, as his followers affectionately
came to know him, had spread the
teachings of Krsna consciousness to
every major city in the world and had
formed an international society com-
prising thousands of dedicated mem-
bers. He had established 108 temples,
with magnificent estates spread across
six continents, and had circled the globe
twelve times to personally guide the
membership of his broadening mission.

As if this were not enough accom- |

plishment for a person proceeding from
hisseventieth to hiseighty-second year,
Srila Prabhupada had also translated,
written, and published fifty-one vol-
umes of books in twenty-cight lan-
guages, tens of millions of which had
beendistributed throughout the world.
He had delivered thousands of lec-
tures, written thousands of letters, and
taken part in thousands of conversa-
tions with followers, admirers, and crit-
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icsalike. And he had won the esteem of
hundreds of prominent scholars and
social figures, who had genuine appre-
ciation for Srila Prabhupada’s contri-
butions to religion, philosophy, and
culture. y
The astonishing story of how Srila
Prabhupada achieved such a marvel-
ous result in twelve short years is far
beyond the scope of this article. But
the remaining pages will provide you
with a glimpse into his remarkable
teachings and achievements.

“Lhave come here in this old age neither

forsightseeing nor for personal interest.

It is for implementing the science of
Krsna, which will actually make people
happy.”

His Society

AFTER ARRIVING in New York City
in September 1965, Srila Prabhupada
struggled alone for the first year to
establish his God conscious movement.
Helived simply, lectured whenever and
wherever he got the opportunity, and
gradually began to attract some small
interest in his teachings.

In July of 1966, while still working

RAin oo i 1960 (Fall)

Publishes his first book
(Easy Journey to Other
Planets) in Delhi.

SY JOURNEY
Tid

| DTHER PLANETS

1962

Publishes
Canto One,
Volume One,
of Srimad-
Bhagavatam
in Delhi.
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alone from an obscure storefront on
New York City’s Lower East Side,
Srila Prabhupada nonetheless foun-
ded a spiritual society intended for
worldwide participation. He called it
the International Society for Krish-

na Consciousness, or ISKCON for |

short.
At the time of incorporation, Srila

Prabhupéddahadnot attracted evenone |

committed follower. Undeterred, he
enlisted volunteers from among the
small group of regular attenders at his
evening lectures to act as ISKCON's
first trustees. That was then. Today, the
International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness comprises more than 300
temples, farms, schools, and special
projects throughout the world and
maintains a congregation numbering
in the millions.

ISKCON’S PURPOSE

Krsna consciousness is more than
another sectarian faith. Itis a technical
science of spiritual values that is fully
described in the Vedic literature of
ancient India. The aim of the Krsna
consciousness movementis to acquaint
all people of the world with these uni-
versal principles of God-realization,
which lead to peace, unity, and, above

1965

(August 25-30)

Suffers two 8
heart attacks i
at sea.

1965 (September 17) =

g Arrives in Boston.

all, spiritual understanding.

The Vedas recommend that in the
present age the most effective means
for achieving self-realization is to
always hear about, glorify, and remem-
ber the all-good Supreme Lord, who
is known by many names. One of
these names is “Krsna,” which means
“He who i1s all-attractive,” another is
“Rama,” which means “He who is the

| reservoir of all pleasure,” and “Hare”
| indicates the Lord’s inconceivable

energy.
Following the Vedic recommen-
dation, the members of ISKCON are

| always seen chanting Hare Krsna,

Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. This sublime chanting
puts us directly in touch with the Su-
preme Lord through the sound of His
holy names and gradually awakens
us to our original relationship with
God.

I[SKCON’s primary mission is thus
to encourage all members of human
society to devote at least a portion of
their time and energies to this process
of hearing and chanting about God. In
this way they will gradually come to
reali ze that all living beings are spirit
souls, eternally related to the Supreme
Lord in service and in love.

1966 (uly20)

¥,

1965 (August 13)

Sets sail for America aboard
the steamship Jaladuta.

1966 (ran)

Establishes ISKCON Press.
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Incorporates ISKCON.

1967 (September)
Suffers third heart attack
since leaving India.

1967 (January)

His first airplane flight,
to San Francisco.

DISTRIBUTING
SPIRITUAL FOOD

Along with teaching Vedic knowl-
edge and spreading the chanting of the
Lord’s holy names, ISKCON alsofreely
distributes spiritual food throughout
the world. Like the philosophy and the
chanting, vegetarian food that has first
been offered to the Lord purifies the
heart and mind. Thus it assists in the
process of gradually uncovering one’s
original awareness of God. ISKCON’s
distribution of spiritualized food, there-
fore, throughits program known world-
wide as “Food for Life,” is beneficial
for the body as well as the soul of each
recipient.

“Human life is simply awarded to a
living entity so that he can realize his
spiritual identity and his permanent
source of happiness.”

His Teachings

Ofall his various contributions, Srila
Prabhupada considered his books most
important. In fact, he would often de-
scribe his work of translating and ex-

1967 (uyy)

Inspires disciples to perform the first
Rathayatra in the West (San Francisco). -

1967 (uiy24)

Leaves for India.



plaining the ancient Vedic texts as his

verylife and soul. In 1970, Srila Prabhu- |

padafounded the Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust,now the world’s largest publisher
of Vedic literature. Through its work
over the last quarter of a century, mil-
lions of people have read at least one
of Srila Prabhupada’s books and have
felt their lives genuinely enriched.
Hereisabriefintroduction to the spiri-
tual knowledge you will find within
those books.

SRILA PRABHUPADA'’S
BOOKS HIGHLIGHT
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
HUMAN FORM OF LIFE

There are many forms of life on this
planet. There are immovable forms
such as trees and plants, and a vast
array of aquatic, insect, bird, beast, and
mammalian forms as well. Our human
form is also one among these varied
forms of life, yet even a casual obser-
ver would have to agree that we hu-
man beings are endowed with unique
capacities that distinguish us from all
other forms of life. What exactly are
those unique capacities?

We can begin answering this ques-
tion with another. What is it that distin-
guishes a living form from a nonliving

1969 (unc23)

W

country estate.

1968 (May)

First visits New Vrindaban, West Virginia.

& é'é Installs ISKCON’s first Radha-
Y Krsna Deities, in Los Angeles.

mu 1969 (September 11)
First visits London. Resides
at Tittenhurst, John Lennon’s

form? The answer is consciousness,
or awareness. All living forms display
this symptom of consciousness to one
degree or another. That is why we call
them living rather than dead. Even

| the small microbial germ or the com-

mon houseplant shows signs of con-
sciousness, whereas our dining table
and chairs do not.

Itisalso evident that different forms

of life display different degrees and |

levels of consciousness, and the human
form represents the highest develop-
ment of consciousness that we know. It
is this greater development of con-
sciousness, then, that distinguishes the
human being from all other forms of
life on the planet.

But what is it about our conscious-
ness that makes it so different from
that of the insect, the bird, the beast, or
even the monkey? These creatures eat
and we also eat; they sleep and we also
sleep; they reproduce and we repro-
duce; they defend themselves and so
dowe. Thatwe can perform these func-
tions with greater sophistication may
be one indicator that we possess higher
consciousness, but it does not fully ex-
plain our excellence above all other
forms of life.

A more satisfactory explanation is

| found in our ability to question our

1969 (December 14)

| -S—

1970 (July 28)
Forms the Governing Body
Commission (GBC).

existence, reflect upon our selves, and
inquire into our own nature and the
nature of God. We can create languages,
ponder the meaning of life, and puzzle
in wonderment over the nighttime sky.
Such an endowment is not present in
any other form of life.

The Vedas therefore advise that in
this human form of life we should be
inquisitive to know who we are, what
the universe is, what God is, and what
the relationship is between ourselves,
the universe, and God.

We should inquire about the solu-
tion to the ultimate problems of life,
namely birth, death, old age, and dis-
ease. Such questions cannot be asked
by the cats and dogs, but they must
arise in the heart of a real human
being.

SRILA PRABHUPADA’S
BOOKS REVEAL
THE PERFECT KNOWLEDGE
OF THE VEDAS

If we can accept the importance of
this type of inquiry, our next consider-
ation will naturally be where to find
authoritative answers tosuch questions.
Clearly, if perfect knowledge of the
self, the universe, and God exists at all,
that knowledge would have to be of

Conducts grand opening of temple and installation
of Sr1 Sr1 Radha-Londonisvara in London.

== 1970 (uy2)
!|  Establishes the
Bhaktivedanta Book
Trust (BBT).

1970 (August 29)
Institutes the Life

Membership Program
in Calcutta.
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a standard higher than just your opin-
ion or my opinion, or for that matter
Freud’s or Einstein’s or anyone else’s
opinion.

Because all of us have imperfect
senses and because we are all prone to
make mistakes, our relative opinions
about matters beyond our experience
can supply neither valid nor reliable
information.

“The Vedas are not compilations of
human knowledge. Vedic knowledge
comes from the spiritual world, from
Lord Krsna.”

Thus our attempt to approach such
matters empirically will be fraught
with various imperfections and ulti-
mately fail. Therefore, so-called truths
established exclusively on the basis of
mental speculation cannot help us
understand the Absolute Truth, which
is beyond the reach of the imperfect
senses and mind.

The Vedas explain that if we want
to know about things beyond the juris-
diction of our experience—beyond the
limitations of human perception and
cognition—the process is to hear from
one who knows. The transcendental
knowledge of the Vedas was first ut-
tered by the Supreme Lord Himself.

1971 ovay)

Signs contract with MacMillan
Company to print unabridged
Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

1970 (ran)
First tours India with American disciples.
Below, chanting in Surat, Gujurat.

The Lord, the supremely powertful
being, cannot fall under the influ-
ence of any other force. Therefore. His
knowledge must be perfect. And any-
one who transmits that knowledge
without change gives the same per-
fect knowledge. We need only accept
this proposition theoretically to pro-
gress in our understanding of Vedic
thought.

The idea is that the perfect knowl-
edge of the Vedas has been preserved
over time by transmission through an
unbroken chain of spiritual masters.
Srila Prabhupada represents one such
disciplic chain or succession. That suc-
cession goes back thousands of years to
Lord Krsna Himself. Thus the knowl-
edge found within Srila Prabhupada’s
books is the same as that originally
imparted by the Supreme Lord. Srila
Prabhupada did not manufacture
“truths.” He merely delivered the time-
less teachings of the original Vedas
without addition, deletion, or change.

The writings of Srila Prabhupada
are represented mainly by three Vedic
texts—the Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and Caitanya-caritamyta.
Together these works of literature
comprise more than twenty-five vol-
umes of detailed information consti-
tuting the original Vedic science of

1971 (May)

Acquires first five acres of

land in Sridham Mayapur.

God-realization, or bhagavata-dharma.
Their translation into the English lan-
guage, along with elaborate explana-
tions, constitutes Srila Prabhupada’s

| most significant contribution to the

spiritual, intellectual, and cultural life
of the world.

SRILA PRABHUPADA’S
BOOKS PRESENT A
UNIVERSAL SCIENCE OF
GOD-REALIZATION

~ The Vedic teachings presented in
Srila Prabhupada’s books can be sum-
marized under three general head-
ings, known in Sanskrit as sambandha,
abhidheya, and prayojana. Sambandha
means our relationship with God, abhi-
dheya means acting in that relation-
ship, and prayojana means the ulti-
mate goal or perfection. These three
divisions of understanding represent
universal principles common to all
religious teachings of the world.

The knowledge described in Srila
Prabhupada’s books enables anyone
to advance in his or her understand-
ing of God without having to change
current religious, national, or cultural
affiliations. The science of how to un-
derstand God, how tounderstand one’s
relationship with God, and how to

1972 (March)

Conducts cornerstone-laying ceremony
at Hare Krishna Land, Juhu, Bombay.

1971 (June)

Visits Moscow and plants
the seed of Krsna
consciousness there.
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1972

(February 29, Gaura Purnima)
Conducts ground-breaking
ceremony in Mayapur.



v 1972 (March)
Acquires land in Ramana Reti,
W Vrndavana, and conducts
cornerstone-laying ceremony.

1974 (November 10)
Completes his Caitanya-
caritamrta translations
and purports.

develop love for God has nothing to
do with sectarian designations like
“Christian,” “Hindu,” or “Jew.” These
are objectives no religion in the world
could deny. They are, in other words,
the essence of religion—universal fea-
tures by which all religions may be
understood.

Preferences regarding God’s holy
name may differ from one religion to
another, modes of worship may differ,
and details of ritual and doctrine may
differ as well. But the test is how much
the practitioner actually develops
knowledge of God and love for God.
Real religion means to learn to love
God. And how to love God is the sum
andsubstance of the teachings found in
Srila Prabhupada’s books.

" SRILA PRABHUPADA’S
BoOKS EXPLAIN THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE
SELF AND THE BODY

Without exception, all material
phenomena have a beginning and an
end. A prominent idea of modern cul-
ture is that consciousness is another
such material phenomenon. Thus it
is believed that consciousness (or

the self) also ends with the death of

the body.

Visakha Devi Dasi

from matter. But they cannot

| their laboratories.”

| philosophicalimplications of

w1975 (April20)

Conducts grand opening
of Krsna-Balaram Mandir,
Vrndavana.

“The scientists say life arose

actually demonstrate this in

This point of view, how-
ever, remains only an as-
sumption. It has not been
proven true by any scientific
observation or experiment.

Nonetheless, theidea that
the self ends with the body
remains one of the great ar-
ticles of faith of modern ma-
terialistic thought, and most
of us have been educated
from early childhood to think
of ourselves in terms of such
beliels. Few of us, however,
have thought through the

this type of thinking, which
draws us unconsciously to-
ward voidistic and nihilistic
styles of life.

“As the embodied soul continuously pas-
ses, in this body, from boyhood to youth to
old age, the soul similarly passes into an-
other body at death. A sober person is not
bewildered by such a change.” (Gita 2.13)

SRILA PRABHUPADA EXPLAINS: In the
modern age, people are so uneducated
that they cannot understand that the body
is changing at every moment and that
the ultimate change iscalled death. In this
life one may be a king, and in the next life
one may be a dog, according to karma.
The spiritsoulisin a deep slumber caused
by the force of material nature. He is
put into one type of condition and again
changed into another type. Without self-
realization and knowledge, conditional
life continues, and one falsely claims him-
self a king, a cat, or a dog. These are sim-
ply transformations brought about by
the supreme arrangement.

Reincarnation

The most basic of the
Vedic teachings stands in direct oppo-
sition to the modern scientific view of
consciousness and life. According to
that teaching, individual consciousness
is not at all dependent upon neuro-
biological functions but permanently
exists as an independent reality.

1975

Founds the

Institute,
the scientific
branch of
ISKCON.

Bhaktivedanta

The presence within the material
body of a conscious observer who re-
mains always present throughout
changing bodily and mental states indi-
cates the existence of two energies—
the spiritual energy (represented by
the conscious self) and the material

1975 (August 22)

Meets with Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi.

1977 (November 14)

Returns to Krsna.
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energy (represented by the temporary
body). The Vedas explain that this spiri-
tual energy, symptomized by conscious-
ness, continues to exist even after the
material body is finished.

If each of us is an eternal soul
covered only by different temporary
bodily dresses, we can reasonably con-
clude that the highest welfare activity
for all of human society is that which
awakens us to our true spiritual iden-
tity and our dormant relationship with
God. That activity is called Krsna
consciousness.

Just as there is neither glory nor
profitin saving the dress of a drowning
man, there is neither glory nor profit in
humanitarian efforts aimed exclusively
atimproving conditions for the tempo-
rary, material body, which in the end is
destined to grow old, become diseased,
and die.

As Srila Prabhupada himself notes
inS rimad-Bhagavatam:“The actual self
is beyond the gross body and subtle
mind. He is the potent, active principle
of the body and mind.

“Without knowing the need of the
dormant soul, one cannot be happy
simply with the gratification of the
body and mind. ... The spirit soul’s
needs must be fulfilled. Simply by

cleansing the cage of the bird, one does
not satisfy the bird. . .. |

“Thereisdormantaffection for God |
withineveryone. . . . Therefore we have
to engage ourselves in activities that
will evoke our divine consciousness.
This is possible only by hearing and
chanting the divine activities of the
Supreme Lord.

“Thusany occupational engagement
which does not help one to achieve
attachment for hearing and chanting
the transcendental message of God is
said . . . to be simply a waste of time.”

SRILA PRABHUPADA’S
TEACHINGS APPRECIATED
BY SCHOLARS

Srila Prabhupada often noted that
although modern colleges and univer-
sities had many departments of under-
standing, there wasno department that
taught scientific knowledge of the
self and God. By presenting the origi- |
nal Vedic science of God-realization |
through his books, Srila Prabhupada
filled the gap and met this vital edu-
cational need. Over the years, hun-
dreds of scholars who either personally
met Prabhupada or read his books
have expressed keen appreciation for

THE CONSTRUCTION of a spiri-
tual city in Mayapur, West Ben-
gal, may represent the most am-
bitious of Srila Prabhupada’s
many programs for the expan-
sion of Krsna consciousness
worldwide. When comple- 4
Mayapur City will be

‘and attractive features of
ISKCON’s 21st century

ISKCON’s Spiritual City in India

presentation of Vedic culture. The
project, already well under con-
struction, will include restau-
rants, guest houses, permanent
residences, several fully inter-
active theme parks, and aspe-
cial memo: 1

ple of the Vedic Planetari
um” and much more.
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both his personal qualities and the con-
tribution his teachings have made to
humanity.

For example, Harvey Cox, world-

| renowned professor of religion at

Harvard University, describes how he
gradually recognized the value of Srila
Prabhupada’s contribution: “When [
first met the Hare Krishnas, I can re-
member how surprised 1 was, and |
wondered what this meant. The cos-
tumes, the chanting, and the shaved
heads appeared a little strange to me.
But as | came to know the movement,
I came to find that there was a striking
similarity in the essence of what they
were teaching and in the original core
of Christianity—that is, living simply,
not trying to accumulate worldly goods,
living with compassion toward all crea-
tures, sharing, loving, and living joy-
fully. I am impressed with how much

| the teachings of one man and the spiri-

tual tradition he brought have impacted
themselves into the lives of so many
people. In my view Srila Prabhupada’s
contribution is a very important one
and will be a lasting one.”

“Weare purchasing such big, big houses.
Why? Just to give people the opportu-
nity to hear about Krsna.”

His Temples

As already mentioned, ISKCON cur-
rently has more than three hundred
temples, farms, schools, and special
projects throughout the world. Ateach
center members teach daily classes,
perform chanting, and provide indi-
vidual instruction on the science of
Krsna consciousness. Each center also
holds a weekly festival and vegetarian
feast, as well as programs on festive
occasions throughout the year. All
programs are open to the public.

This article was written by the Bhakii-
vedanta Book Trust. It has been printed
as a brochure in several languages for
widespread distribution during the Srila
Prabhupada Centennial year. If you
would like copies to distribute, please
get in touch with an ISKCON center
near you.



Srila Prabhupdada Speaks Out

CROW-AND-TAL-FRUIT LOGIC

Srila Prabhupada dictated this esscfy in reply to a question
about the origin of the living entity: Were we originally with
Krsna, or did we fall from Krsna's impersonal energy, the
brahmajyoti? The essay was an addendum to aletter Prabhu-
pada wrote to his disciple Madhudvisa Dasa in June of 1972.
We have edited it lightly for grammar and punctuation. So this dreaming condition is called non-liberated life,

and this is just like a dream. Although in material calcula-
WENEVERHAD ANY OCCASION whenwe wereseparated | tion it is a long, long period, as soon as we come to Krsna
from Krsna. For example, one man is dreaming, and he for- | consciousness this period is considered a second. For
gets himself. In a dream he creates himself in differ- | example, Jaya and Vijaya had their /i/a with Krsna, but they
ent forms—*Now [ am the king.” This creation of himselfis | had to come down [to the material world] for their little
as seer and as subject matter, or seen —two mistake.* They were given mukti, merging into
things. But as soon as the dream is over, e the Brahma-sayujya [Lord Krsna’s imper-
the “seen” disappears. But the seer sonal effulgence], after being killed
remains. Now he is in his original three times as demons. This
position. Our separation from Brahma-sayujya mukti is non-
Krsnais like that. We dream permanent. Every living
this body and so many re- entity wants pleasure, but
lationships with other Brahma-sayujya is mi-
things. First the attach- nus pleasure; it consists
ment comes to enjoy of eternal existence
sense gratification. only. So when those
Even [when we are] who get Brahma-
with Krsna the desire sayujya mukti do not
forsense gratification find transcendental
is there. There is a bliss, they fall down
dormant attitude for to make a compro-
forgetting Krsna and mise with material
creating an atmo- bliss, for example by
sphere for enjoying founding schools and
independently. At the hospitals. So even Lord
edge of the beach, some- Brahma is still material
times the water covers the and wants to lord it over
sand on the shore, and some- the material world. He may
times there is dry sand; the come down to become a germ,

Krsna returned before them, they considered that only a
moment had passed.

JAYA AND VIJAYA

ocean is coming and going. Our _ N 3 but then he may rise up to Krsna
position is like that, sometimes \ consciousness and go back home.
covered, sometimes free, just like at the back to Godhead. This is the position. So
edge of the tide. As soon as we forget, immedi- when [ say yes, there is eternal /ila with Krsna, that

atelyillusionis there, just as when we sleep a dream is there. | means on the evidence of Jaya-Vijaya. Unless one develops
We cannot say, therefore, that we are not with Krsna. As | fulldevotional service to Krsna, he goes up only to Brahma-
soon as we try to become the Lord, immediately we are | sayujya but falls down. But after millions and millions of
covered by maya. Formerly we were with Krsna in His [ila, | years of keeping oneself away from the /ilad of the Lord,
orsport. But this covering of maya may be of very, very, very,
very long duration; therefore [in the interim|many creations | “EDITOR’S NOTE: Jaya and Vijaya, gatekeepers at a gateway Lo
are coming and going. Due to this long period of time it is Vaikuntha, the &ipll‘ll!.l%ﬂ world. once refused entrance [(I)I[(mrgn_:ul
sometimes said that we are ever conditioned. But this long sages, the KLlunaras, Ih:*, sages lhcnl l?UI'S[;‘,(j Jaya and Vijaya to fall
duration of time becomes very insignificant when one to l!]c material world. "l'hc sages mitigated the curse, however, by

; SR saying that after three births as demons Jaya and Vijaya would be
actually C({I‘nc_s IIO_KI_‘SUH COHSCIOUSH_‘;SS' Itislike in a dream: reinstated to their former post. Thus Jaya and Vijaya eventually
We are thinking it is a very long time, but as soon as we | ,ined sayujya-mukti, merging into the body of the Lord, and
awaken we look at our watch and see it has been amoment | (hereafter returned to Vaikuntha. (This is discussed in Srimad-
Ulﬂ}i To givc another Cxample: K!‘SDﬂ‘S friends were ke]JT Bhagavatam, Canto Three, chapters fifteen and sixteen, and Canto
asleep for one year by Brahma, but when they woke up and | Seven, chapter one.)
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when one comes to Krsna con-
sciousness this period becomes insig-
nificant, just like dreaming. Because
he falls down from Brahma-sayujya,
he thinks that this may be his origin,
but he does not remember that before
that even, he was with Krsna. So the
conclusion is that whatever may be
our past, let us come to Krsna con-
sciousness and immediately join Krsna.
With a diseased man it is a waste of
time to try to find out how he has be-
come diseased; better to spend time
curing the disease.

AN ALLEGORY

On the top of a tree* there was a
nice fal fruit. A crow went there and the

* The tal-fruit tree is the palmyra palm.

fruit fell down. Some panditas—big,
big learned scholars—saw this and dis-
cussed: “The fruit fell due to the crow
agitating the limb.” “No, the fruit fell
simultaneously with the crow landing
and frightened the crow so he flew
away.” “No, the fruit was ripe, and the
weight of the crow landing broke it
from the branch.” And so on and so
on. What s the use of such discussions?
So whether you were in the Brahma-
sayujya or with Krsna in His /ila, at the
moment you are in neither, so the best
policy is to develop your Krsna con-
sciousness and go there [back to God-
head]—never mind whatis your origin.

ALWAYS WITH KRSNA

Brahma-sayujya and Krsna /ila—
both may be possible. But when you
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came down from Brahma-sayujya or
when you came down from Krsna [ifd,
that remains a mystery. But at the pres-
ent moment we are in Maya’s clutches,
soatpresentouronly hopeisto become
Krsna conscious and go back home,
back to Godhead. The real position is
servant of Krsna, and servant of Krsna
meansin Krsnalila. Directly orindirec-
tly. we are always serving Krsna’s /ila,
evenindream. Justas we cannot go out
of the sun when it is daytime, so where
is the chance of going out of Krsna lila?
The cloud may be there—the sky may
become very gray and dim—but still
thesunlightis there, everywhere, during
the daytime. Similarly, because I am
part and parcel of Krsna, I am always
connected with Krsna. My finger, even
though it may be diseased, remains
part and parcel of my body. Therefore,
we fry to treat it, cure it, because it is
part and parcel. So Krsna comes Him-
self when we forget Him, or He sends
His representative. Awake or dream-
ing, I am the same man. As soon as I
awaken and see myself, I see Krsna.
Cause and effect are both Krsna. For
example, cotton becomes thread, and
thread becomes cloth. Still, the original

| cause is cotton. Therefore, everything

is Krsna in the ultimate sense. When

- we cannot contact Krsna personally,

we contact His energies. So there is no
chance to be outside Krsna’s /ila. But

- we see differences under different

conditions. To give another example:
In the pool of water and in the mirror
the same meisreflected, butin different
reflections. One is shimmering, un-
steady; one is clear and fixed. Except
when we are in Krsna consciousness,
we cannotsee our actual positionright-
ly; therefore the learned man sees all
living entities as the same parts and
parcels of Krsna. Material existence is
impersonal because [in that existence]
my real personality is covered. But we
should think that because I am now
covered by this clay, I am diseased.
And we should think that I must get to
business to get myself uncovered, not
wonder how I got this way. Now the
fruitis there—take it and enjoy. That is
your first business. God isnot bound by
cause. He can change [anything]; He is
the cause of all causes. Now don’t waste
vour time with this kaka-taliya-nyaya,
“crow-and-tal-fruit logic.” €3



Newly released items from
around the world—all here in one
place for your convenience.

Niti-Sastras

Sayings of Canakya & Hitopadesa as
Quoted by Srila Prabhupada

Translated by Agrahya Dasa

Commentary by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

Srila Prabhupada chose the sayings that were
most applicable to his disciples and gave us
their Krsna conscious import to guide our

lives. Softhound, 258 pages, $11.95.

Divine Nature

A Spiritual Perspective on the
Environmental Crisis

By Michael A. Cremo and
Mukunda Goswami

“The authors suggest that the most
important changes must come first

Song of God

Bhagavad-gita As It Is, translated by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Original verses sung in San-
skrit by Minoo Purshottam, read in English
by Tamal Krishna Goswami. Ten-tape
album. Introductory offer: $49.95.

within each of us—in the way we see

ourselves and the universe."—George
Harrison. Softhound, 108 pages, $9.95.

— Yamuna’s Corner —

Lord Krishna’s Cuisine
The Art of Indian Vegetarian Cooking

More Songs of the
Vaishnava Acharyas

Translared by Dasaratha Sata Dasa This award-winning book is a treasure house of
exotic vegetarian recipes. Hardbound, 532 recipes,
344 original drawings, 824

pages, $29.95.

68 complete songs in Sanskrit,
Bengali, Hindi, and Brijbhasha e "‘"”’\""“"’_”:\:
The Art f}f Indiin

Vegetarian Cooking

TAME

(the language of Vindavana), plus
over 30 miscellaneous chants and

The Best of Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine

mantras. Spiralbound, color cover,

812" x 11", 152 pages, $14.95.

Favorite recipes from Lord
Krishna's Cuisine: The Art of
Indian Vegetarian Cooking.
Softbound, color cover, 172
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BTG Specials!

Bhajanas &
Kirtanas

g recipes, 125 original draw-
GOlng Home ings, 256 pages, $13.95.
By Nagaraja Dasa
Yamuna’s Table
Healthful Vegetarian

Cuisine Inspired by the

Flavors of India

3 Sy L e .
Bhajanas and the Hare By Visnujana Swami

Krsna mantra, sung to sweet Srila Prabhupada said he

Bengali melodies. Singing could sing like a Gan-

accompanied by traditional dharva. Now for the first

1 1 /' . sy e -3 .
[ndian instruments. Nearly 2 ime we bring you the Yamuna Devi draws on the

full hour of refreshing, legendary Visnujana cuisines of many traditions,
devotionally uplifting music.  Swami on quality CD. combining Indian ingredients with Western

natural foods. Softbound, color cover, 200 recipes,

336 pages, $13.95.

CD $14.95; tape $6.95;
hoth $18.95.

Each CD $14.95; tapes
$4.95.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG

more inside



Let the Hare Krsna Catalog help you ing

Read Srila Prabhupada’s books: |

We carry all of Srila Prabhupada’s books and ‘
collected teachings. (Call for details.)

The Bhaktivedanta |
ViedaBASE i

Folio for Mac and Windows

Imagine having all of Prabhupada’s recorded words at your fingertips
within moments! Now for the first time you can use Folio in both Macintosh
and Windows platforms. Fearuring cut-and-paste, diacritics, and query templates
for easy searches. All this for only $594.95. Abridged version, $294.95.

(Call for details.)

Hear from and about Srila Prabhupada:

Favorite Bhajanas and Kirtanas | Bhagavad-gita | Bhagavad-gita As It Is
By Srila Prabhupada s L

These recordings have been remixed and
mastered to digital. CDs $14.95; tapes $4.95.
CD-1—Krishna Meditations

CD-2—Hare Krishna Classics and Originals
CD-3—Songs of the Spiritual Masters
CD-4—Sri Brahma Sarihita
CD-5—Prabhupada Bhajans
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CD-6—The Radha Krsna Temple e 2
CD-7—Vibhavari Sesa | N
CD-8—Dasavatara

CD-9—Jaya Radhe Jaya Krsna Bhagavad-gitﬁ As It Is
CD-10—Sri Sri Gurvastakam Read by Dravida Dasa

CD-11—Sri Sri Siksastakam
CD-12—Hare Krishna Mahamantra
CD-13—Gauranga Bhajan
CD-14—Nitai Pada Kamala

A complete reading of Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is,
including the introduction, Sanskrit verses, translations, and
purports. 18 tapes in two vinyl albums, $89.95. Sanskrit verses
and translations only: four tapes in a vinyl album, $19.95.

Srila Prabhupada’s Classes on CD

The Bhaktivedanta Archives introduces the new Srila
Prabhupada Lecture Series in CD format. Each disk
contains 74 minutes of Prabhupada’s enlightening
instructions in high-quality sound. Our first three
offerings are $5.95 ea. (Call for details.)

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG




crease your Prabhupada consciousness!
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Watch Srila Prabhupada:

Worship Srila Prabhupada:

Your Ever

Well-Wisher Video

Increase your Prabhupada consciousness
with this summary of Srila Prabhupada’s
life. Color, 60 minutes, $24.95.

Srila Prabhupada Videos

Including: a series on the pray-
ers of Queen Kunti, questions and
answers with reporters, a talk _

on the nonsectarian aspect
of Krsna consciousness, enti-
tled “The Science of God.”
Complete set of 20, $360.00. .
Individual videos, $24.95 each.

Raise your children in Krsna consciousness:

Classic Photos

112 of the best pictures ever
taken of Srila Prabhupada, in
color and black & whire.

R $2.00
8x10 ..$3.50
11x14 ..$6.50
= M $14.00
Srila Prabhupada’s e Ay

Lotus Feet = LT sevasrranrssrasrranranns

Call or write for our illustrated
list that shows you all the pho-
tos. Also included: transcen-
dental art, available as prints.

Cast by Kumara Dasa

A special Centennial
offering. Gold-leafed, 5 Ibs,
14"x12", $108.
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COlOfing BOOkS et R
A B (B pares ) s 9250
Dasa Avatar (12 pages) ...cocveeveene. .. $2.50
A Day in Vrindavan (16 pages) ..... .. $2.50
Damodara (32 pages) ..ooooeveeeennee. ... $4.95
Friends for Life (48 pages) ...ccoocvvcvieevvisieisesecroees $4.95
Gopal (16 pages) ... e $4.95
Honor Thy Mother ami Th«,' Farhc.r (24 lef_,t'b) e 9250
Jagannatha (48 pages) ....ccocvviiiiinianes oo 34.95
Krsna (32 pages) «.ococvevvenee. ... $4.95
Krsna’s Somgs (20 p:l"ft‘s) ...$2.95
o e ) o Mol G ... $5.95
Lord Krishna's Pastimes (18 pages) ..oocoveeeceereeeeennns $2.50
The Boy Saint, Prahlad Maharaja (30 pages) ........... $2.50
R S pe e e $2.50
Songs of India (42 pages) .cccocevvivviiicnninciiinne. $2.95
it (4 8 PR e 84,95

The Art of Teaching
By Bhurijana Dasa

This comprehensive guide for train-
ing children in Krsna consciousness,
written by a leading educator in
ISKCON, weaves together the
traditional Vedic system and con-
temporary teaching strategies.

Hardbound, 506 pages, $24.95.

Bharjana st

Bhagavad-gita Bhagav e.b~ 5ita :
An Illustrated .. ;
Introduction .'

An easy, joyful way
for anyone age five to
adult to use all the
senses in learning key
verses and concepts
from the Gita. 210
pages, includes audio

CD. $29.95.

Heroes of Ancient Earth

[lustrated in comic book form
by Bharata Dasa

Two adventures from the Puranas—
The Conquest of Kaliya and Usha and
Aniruddha. Great for young readers.
Softbound, color cover, 60 pages,
$6.95.

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3BTG
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Order today in 3 easy steps:

o Please fill out completely (even if you're phoning—so you have all information handy)

SOLD TO: SHIP TO:

Name Name a9

Address — Address

City State Zip City State Zip

Phone ( ) - Phone ( ) -

9 Here’s what I’d like to order:

(ONRNE ITEM PRICE TOTAL
us at 1-800-800-3284
Local calls: 1-910-871-2620
us at 1-910-871-3641

MAIL
to: The Hare Krsna Catalog
P@ Box 255
Sandy Ridge, NC 27046
SHIPPING / HANDLING:
Mainland USA: Add 10% of
order value (add $2.50 minimum).
UPS won't deliver to P. O. box.
Puerto Rico & Hawaii: Priority
> Air add 33% ($7 minimum).
Subtotal i
2o Canada, Mexico: Add 20% of
Shipping/Handling order value ($5 minimum).
o Payment method: Tax Foreign: Surface mail add 30% of
(NC residents add 6% ) L Bt
[ Check enclosed (payable to el total (3-6 “'“l'(“’)_‘
The Hare kicha@aralos) Total Amount Air mail add 80% of total.

[J Please charge to my
O VISA O MasterCard

O Discover O American Express

Name on card

Signature
Card #

Expiration date

CALL TO ORDER 1-800-800-3284

o SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED!

o CALL FOR OUR
COMPLETE
PRODUCT LISTING



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM | :

SEPARATING SPIRIT
AND MATTER

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about material nature and the soul’s
relationship with it. As the Srimad-Bhagavatam continues,
Devahiiti asks whether the soul can ever be freed from the
grip of matter.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 27

14 qaasAtzmaggmiiag fm |
Hasgafa awr ffa A nen

bhuta-sitksmendriya-mano-
buddhy-adisv iha nidraya
linesv asati yas tatra
vinidro nirahankriyah

bhiita—the material elements; sitksma—the objects of
enjoyment: indriya—the material senses; manah—mind;
buddhi—intelligence; adisu—and so on; tha—here;
nidraya—Dby sleep; linesu—merged; asati—in the unmani-
fest; vah—who; tatra—there; vinidrah—awake; nirahan-
kriyah—freed from false ego.

Although a devotee appears to be merged in the five
material elements, the objects of material enjoyment,
the material senses, and material mind and intelligence,
he is understood to be awake and to be freed from the
false ego.

PURPORT: The explanation by Riipa Gosvami in the
Bhakti-rasamyta-sindhu of how a person can be liberated
even in this body is more elaborately explained in this
verse. The living entity who has become satya-drk, who
realizes his position in relationship with the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, may remain apparently merged in
the five elements of matter, the five material sense objects,
the ten senses, and the mind and intelligence, but still he is
considered to be awake and to be freed from the reaction
of false ego.

Here the word /ina is very significant. The Mayavadi

| philosophers recommend merging in the impersonal

effulgence of Brahman; that is their ultimate goal, or
destination. That merging is also mentioned here. But in
spite of merging, one can keep his individuality. The

| example given by Jiva Gosvami is that a green bird that

enters a green tree appears to merge in the color of
greenness, but actually the bird does not lose its individu-
ality. Similarly, a living entity merged either in the material
nature or in the spiritual nature does not give up his
individuality.

Real individuality is to understand oneself to be the
eternal servitor of the Supreme Lord. This information is
received from the mouth of Lord Caitanya. He said clearly,
upon the inquiry of Sanatana Gosvami, that a living entity
is the servitor of Krsna eternally. Krsna also confirms in
Bhagavad-gita that the living entity is eternally His part
and parcel. The part and parcel is meant to serve the
whole. This is individuality. It is so even in this material
existence, when the living entity apparently merges in
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matter. His gross body is made up of five elements, his
subtle body is made of mind, intelligence, false ego, and
contaminated consciousness, and he has five active senses
and five knowledge-acquiring senses. In this way he
merges in matter. But even while merged in the twenty-
four elements of matter, he can keep his individuality as
the eternal servitor of the Lord. Either in the spiritual
nature or in the material nature, such a servitor is to be
considered a liberated soul. That is the explanation of the
authorities, and it is confirmed in this verse.

15 A IHARERATHTEL AL |
AVSTEIW  FE TN g UM

manyamanas tadatmanam
anasto nastavan mrsa

naste "hankarane drasta
nasta-vitta ivaturah

manyamanah—thinking; tada—then; atmanam—himself;
anastah—although not lost; nasta-vat—as lost; mrsa—
falsely; naste ahankarane—because of the disappearance
of the ego; drasta—the seer; nasta-vittah—one who has
lost his fortune; iva—TIike; aturah—distressed.

The living entity can vividly feel his existence as the seer,
but because of the disappearance of the ego during the
state of deep sleep, he falsely takes himself to be lost, like
a man who has lost his fortune and feels distressed,
thinking himself to be lost.

PURPORT: Only in ignorance does a living entity think
that he is lost. If by attainment of knowledge he comes to
the real position of his eternal existence, he knows that
he is not lost. An appropriate example is mentioned
herein: nasta-vitta ivaturah. A person who has lost a great
sum of money may think that he is lost, but actually he is
not lost—only his money is lost. But due to his absorption
in the money or identification with the money, he thinks
that he is lost. Similarly, when we falsely identify with
matter as our field of activities, we think that we are lost,
although actually we are not. As soon as a person is
awakened to the pure knowledge of understanding that
he is an eternal servitor of the Lord, his own real position
is revived.

A living entity can never be lost. When one forgets his
identity in deep sleep, he becomes absorbed in dreams,
and he may think himself a different person or may think
himself lost. But actually his identity is intact. This
concept of being lost is due to false ego, and it continues
as long as one is not awakened to the sense of his
existence as an eternal servitor of the Lord.

The Mayavadi philosophers’ concept of becoming one
with the Supreme Lord is another symptom of being lost
in false ego. One may falsely claim that he is the Supreme
Lord, but actually he is not. This is the last snare of
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| that person; atmanam—nhis self; pratipadyate

maya’s influence upon the living entity. To think oneself
equal with the Supreme Lord or to think oneself to be the
Supreme Lord Himself is also due to false ego.

16 T4 FOTTAEERAA  qfa9ad |
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evam pratyavamysyasay
atmanam pratipadyate
sahankarasya dravyasya
vo 'vasthanam anugrahah

evam—thus; pratyavamysya—after understanding; asau—
realizes; sa-
ahankarasya—accepted under false ego; dravyasya—of
the situation; yah—who; avasthanam—resting place;
anugrahah—the manifester.

When, by mature understanding, one can realize his indi-
viduality, then the situation he accepts under false ego
becomes manifest to him.

PURPORT: The Mayavadi philosophers’ position is that

at the ultimate issue the individual is lost, everything
becomes one, and there is no distinction between the
knower, the knowable, and knowledge. But by minute
analysis we can see that this is not correct. Individuality is
never lost, even when one thinks that the three different
principles, namely the knower, the knowable, and knowl-
edge, are amalgamated or merged into one. The very
concept that the three merge into one is another form of
knowledge, and since the perceiver of the knowledge still
exists, how can one say that the knower, knowledge and
knowable have become one? The individual soul who is
perceiving this knowledge still remains an individual. Both
in material existence and in spiritual existence the indivi-
duality continues; the only difference is in the quality of
the identity. In the material identity, the false ego acts, and
because of false identification, one takes things to be
different from what they actually are. That is the basic
principle of conditional life. Similarly, when the false ego
is purified, one takes everything in the right perspective.
That is the state of liberation.

It is stated in the ISopanisad that everything belongs to
the Lord. Isavasyam idari sarvam. Everything exists on
the energy of the Supreme Lord. This is also confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita. Because everything is produced of His
energy and exists on His energy, the energy is not different
from Him—but still the Lord declares, “I am not there.”

When one clearly understands one’s constitutional
position, everything becomes manifest. False egoistic

| acceptance of things conditions one, whereas acceptance

of things as they are makes one liberated. The example
given in the previous verse is applicable here: due to
absorption of one’s identity in his money, when the money
is lost he thinks that he is also lost. But actually he is not
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identical with the money, nor does the money belong to
him. When the actual situation is revealed, we under-
stand that the money does not belong to any indivi-

dual person or living entity, nor is it produced by man.
Ultimately the money is the property of the Supreme
Lord, and there is no question of its being lost. But as
long as one falsely thinks, “I am the enjoyer,” or “I am
the Lord,” this concept of life continues, and one remains
conditioned. As soon as this false ego is eliminated, one
is liberated. As confirmed in the Bhdagavatam, situation in
one’s real constitutional position is called mukti, or
liberation.

CEAGEE b

17 9o wafoes fgafy siifsg |
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devahitir uvaca
purusam prakrtir brahman
na vimuiicati karhicit
anyonydapasrayatvac ca
nityatvad anayoh prabho

devahiitih uvaca—Devahuti said; purusam—the spirit
soul; prakrtih—material nature; brahiman—QO brahmana;
na—not; vimuiicati—does release; karhicit—at any time;
anyonya—rto one another; apasrayatvat—irom attraction;
ca—and; nityatvat—{rom eternality; anayoh—of them
both; prabho—O my Lord.

Sri Devahiiti inquired: My dear brahmana, does material
nature ever give release to the spirit soul? Since one is
attracted to the other eternally, how is their separation
possible?

PURPORT: Devahiti, the mother of Kapiladeva, here
makes her first inquiry. Although one may understand
that spirit soul and matter are different, their actual
separation is not possible, either by philosophical specula-
tion or by proper understanding. The spirit soul is the
marginal potency of the Supreme Lord, and matter is the
external potency of the Lord. The two eternal potencies
have somehow or other been combined, and since it 1S so
difficult to separate one from the other, how is it possible
for the individual soul to become liberated?

By practical experience one can see that when the soul
is separated from the body, the body has no real exist-
ence, and when the body is separated from the soul one
cannot perceive the existence of the soul. As long as the
soul and the body are combined, we can understand that
there is life. But when they are separated, there is no
manifested existence of the body or the soul. This
question asked by Devahtti of Kapiladeva is more or less
impelled by the philosophy of voidism. The voidists say
that consciousness is a product of a combination of matter
and that as soon as the consciousness is gone, the material

combination dissolves, and therefore there is ultimately
nothing but voidness. This absence of consciousness is
called nirvana in Mayavada philosophy.

18 Iq1 I HA | AAT A |
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vatha gandhasya bhiimes ca
na bhavo vyatirekatah
apam rasasya ca yatha
tatha buddheh parasya ca

yatha—as; gandhasya—of aroma; bhiimeh—of earth;
ca—and; na—no; bhavah—existence; vyatirekatah—
separate; apam—of water; rasasya—of taste; ca—and;

yatha—as; tatha—so; buddheh—of intelligence; parasya

—of consciousness, spirit; ca—and.

As there is no separate existence of the earth and its
aroma or of water and its taste, there cannot be any
separate existence of intelligence and consciousness.

PURPORT: The example is given here that anything
material has an aroma. The flower, the earth—every-
thing—has an aroma. If the aroma is separated from the
matter, the matter cannot be identified. If there is no taste
to water, the water has no meaning; if there is no heat in
the fire, the fire has no meaning. Similarly, when there is
want of intelligence, spirit has no meaning.
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akartuh karma-bandho “yar
purusasya yad-asrayah

gunesu satsu prakrteh
kaivalyam tesv atah katham

akartuh—of the passive performer, the nondoer; karma-
bandhah—Dbondage to fruitive activities; ayam—this;
purusasya—of the soul; yat-asrayah—caused by attach-
ment to the modes; gunesu—while the modes; satsu—are
existing; prakrteh—of material nature; kaivalyam—
freedom; tesu—those; atah—hence; katham—how.

Hence even though he is the passive performer of all
activities, how can there be freedom for the soul as long
as material nature acts on him and binds him?

PURPORT: Although the living entity desires freedom
from the contamination of matter, he is not given release.
Actually, as soon as a living entity puts himself under the
control of the modes of material nature, his acts are influ-
enced by the qualities of material nature, and he becomes
passive. It is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, prakrteh
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kriyamanani gunaih: the living entity acts according to the
qualities or modes of material nature. He falsely thinks
that he is acting, but unfortunately he is passive. In other
words, he has no opportunity to get out of the control of
material nature because it has already conditioned him.

In Bhagavad-gita it is also stated that it is very difficult
to get out of the clutches of material nature. One may try
in different ways to think that everything is void in the
ultimate issue, that there is no God, and that even if the
background of everything is spirit, it is impersonal. This
speculation may go on, but actually it is very difficult to
get out of the clutches of material nature.

Devahiiti poses the question that although one may
speculate in many ways, where is liberation as long as one
is under the spell of material nature? The answer is also
found in Bhagavad-gita (7.14): only one who has surren-
dered himself unto the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord
Krsna (mam eva ye prapadyante) can be freed from the
clutches of maya.

Since Devahuti is gradually coming to the point of
surrender, her questions are very intelligent. How can one
be liberated? How can one be in a pure state of spiritual
existence as long as he is strongly held by the modes of
material nature? This is also an indication to the false
meditator. There are many so-called meditators who
think, “I am the Supreme Spirit Soul. I am conducting the
activities of material nature. Under my direction the sun
is moving and the moon is rising.” They think that by such
contemplation or meditation they can become free, but it
is seen that just three minutes after finishing such nonsen-
sical meditation, they are immediately captured by the
modes of material nature. Immediately after his high-
sounding meditation, a “meditator” becomes thirsty and
wants to smoke or drink. He is under the strong grip of
material nature, yet he thinks that he is already free from
the clutches of maya.

This question of Devahiti’s is for such a person who
falsely claims that he is everything, that ultimately every-
thing is void, and that there are no sinful or pious activi-
ties. These are all atheistic inventions. Actually, unless a
living entity surrenders unto the Supreme Personality
of Godhead as instructed in Bhagavad-gita, there is no
liberation or freedom from the clutches of maya.
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kvacit tattvavamarsena
nivrttam bhayam ulbanam
anivrtta-nimittatvat
punah pratyavatisthate
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kvacit—in a certain case; tattva—the fundamental prin-
ciples; avamarsena—>by reflecting upon; nivritam—
avoided; bhayam—fear; ulbanam—great; anivrita—not
ceased; nimittatvat—since the cause; punahi—again;
pratyavatisthate—it appears.

Even if the great fear of bondage is avoided by mental
speculation and inquiry into the fundamental principles,
it may still appear again, since its cause has not ceased.

PURPORT: Material bondage is caused by putting oneself
under the control of matter because of the false ego of
lording it over material nature. Bhagavad-gita (7.27)
states, iccha-dvesa-samutthena. Two kinds of propensities
arise in the living entity. One propensity is iccha, which
means desire to lord it over material nature or to be as
great as the Supreme Lord. Everyone desires to be the

| A 3 2 5
greatest personality in this material world. Dvesa means

“envy.” When one becomes envious of Krsna, or the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, one thinks, “Why
should Krsna be the all and all? I'm as good as Krsna.”

These two items, desire to be the Lord and envy of
the Lord, are the beginning cause of material bondage.
As long as a philosopher, salvationist or voidist has some
desire to be supreme, to be everything, or to deny the
existence of God, the cause remains, and there is no
question of his liberation.

Devahuti very intelligently says, “One may theoreti-
cally analyze and say that by knowledge he has become
freed, but actually, as long as the cause exists, he is not
free.” Bhagavad-gita confirms that after performing such
speculative activities for many, many births, when one
actually comes to his real consciousness and surrenders
unto the Supreme Lord. Krsna, then the fulfillment of his
research in knowledge is actually achieved.

There is a gulf of difference between theoretical
freedom and actual freedom from material bondage. The
Bhagavatam (10.14.4) says that if one gives up the
auspicious path of devotional service and simply tries to
know things by speculation, one wastes his valuable time
(klisyanti ye kevala-bodha-labdhaye). The result of such
a labor of love is simply labor; there is no other result.
The labor of speculation is ended only by exhaustion.
The example is given that there is no benefit in husking
the skin of an empty paddy; the rice is alrecady gone.
Similarly, simply by the speculative process one cannot
be freed from material bondage, for the cause still exists.
One has to nullify the cause, and then the effect will be
nullified. This is explained by the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in the following verses.

(continued in the next issue)



EVERY IOWN
&VILLAGE

The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

: Eight oxen and six teamsters are
being trained in New Vrindaban
by Balabhadra Dasa, head of the International Society
for Cow Protection (ISCOWP). ISCOWP moved to New
Vrindaban to help with a plan for a self-sufficient ox-
powered village ;
located on the
road to Prabhu-
pada’s Palace.
Balabhadra’s goal
is to train twelve
teamsters and
twenty-one oxen
by next August.

Houston’s top
Hispanic radio
station carries a
monthly one-
hour call-in talk show on Krsna consciousness. ISKCON
congregational member Diana Hernandez hosts the show,
which has attracted so many Spanish-speaking people to
Krsna consciousness that the temple now has special
Spanish lectures at the Sunday feast.

Bhaktin Sarah and her team, Jaya and
Nanda, at New Vrindaban.

The Idaho Statesman ran a front-page article in August
on Back to Godhead columnist Ravi Gupta, noting that
Ravi, age 13, is a freshman at Boise State University with
a 4.0 grade point average. The article told how Ravi
credits his home life for his success. Marianne Flagg, the
author, visited Ravi at his home—the Boise temple, run
by his parents. She wrote, “It’s an environment steeped in
love of learning, a devotion to the Hare Krsna religion
and the culture of India, where his parents were born.”

Devotees in Edmonton, Alberta (Canada), opened a tem-
ple they built in the suburb of Millwoods. Omkara Dasa
and his wife, Yadurani Devi Dasi, both professional archi-
tects, designed the temple, which opened last October.

Great Britain

The build-
ing has a
temple on
the main
floor and a
kitchen and
hall in the
basement.
Each floor
is three
thousand
square feet.
The devotees have installed Deities of Radha-Krsna
named Radha-Govindaji.

The temple room at the Edmonton center.

Judges at the Lord Mayor’s Parade
in Manchester, England, awarded
first prize to ISKCON's entry in last summer’s parade.
Devotees dressed as Sita and Rama chanted Hare Krsna
- and danced
beside the
Padayatra
bullock cart
carrying the
Deities of Sri
Sr1 Nitai-
Gaurasundara.
The devotees
also passed
out prasadam
to spectators
along the
parade route.

The Lord Mayor of Manchester (Joyce
Keller) awards £20 to Rama and Sita
(Bhaktin Samantha and Nagnajiti Dasi).

Mayapur was hit with floods at the end of

September. The grounds of ISKCON’s Maya-
pur Chandrodaya Mandir were under six feet of water
for two weeks. The whole area within five to ten miles of
the temple was flooded. ISKCON sent out up to eight

To get much of our news Back to Godhead teams up with ISKCON World Review, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
For more detailed news, subscribe to ISKCON World Review (see page 57).
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parties every day to give people prasadam (food offered
to Krsna) and medical aid.

The flood severely damaged the temple’s gardens and
destroyed thousands of rupees in crops. The project’s
managers are seeking financial assistance to get things
back into shape for the Hare Krsna World Convention in
February.

A show on Krsna consciousness now broadcasts from
Bombay on Hindus Ind, the cable network owned by the
Hinduja family. The half-hour program, called Aatma,
shows paintings by ISKCON artists, video excerpts from
ISKCON Television (I'TV), classes and discussions by
ISKCON speakers, and musical performances by cele-
brity artists.

The channel now reaches 800,000 viewers in Bombay
and 200,000 in Delhi and will reach twelve other areas of
India this year.

Children competed for
prizes at the Bal Utsav
(“Children’s Festival™)
held at the ISKCON
Auditorium in Juhu,
Bombay, last August.
The areas of competi-
tion: Vedic dance, Krsna
conscious writing and
drawing, singing of
bhajanas (devotional
songs), talks on Srila
Prabhupada, and recita-
tion of Bhagavad-gita
verses. Well-known
singers Mitali and Bhu-
pinder Singh inaugur-
ated the program.

Gargi Thakkar, winner of the
Bal Utsav dance competition
in Bombay.

Two candidates for mayor swept the road in front of Lord
Jagannatha’s chariot to start ISKCON Baroda’s Ratha-
yatra festival last summer. The procession included two
brass bands, three decorated elephants, a chanting party
of one hundred devotees, and a group of young people
dressed as Sita-Rama, Radha-Krsna, and Nrsimhadeva.
Sri Vagheshkumariji, a leader of the Vallabhacarya discip-
lic line, spoke at the festival. The Gujarati daily news-
paper Sandesh, the largest newspaper in Baroda, gave

front-page coverage to the festival.
m Sarajevans and officials from the United
Nations and the Bosnian government
flocked to a rare cultural event in war-torn Sarajevo last
September—a program put on by Hare Krsna devotees.
Agence France Press, a news service from France,
reported: “Several [of the people in attendance] said after
the show that they intended to join the sect, whose local
leader Mirza Ajic said had 15 members in Sarajevo and
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up to 400 sympathizers. UN spokesman Alexander Ivanko
commented: ‘If more people were members of Hare
Krishna, there would probably be fewer wars.” ”

| Bihac, Bosnia, Mayor Adnan Algic welcomed Hare Krish-

na Food for Life volunteers from Pula and Zagreb
to his city last October. The devotees presented him with
copies of Srila
Prabhupada’s
books. The
meeting was
televised on
Bosnian TV.

During their
stay in Bihac, the
Food for Life
volunteers gave
out hot meals,
bread, cakes, and
fresh fruit, and
then chanted
Hare Krsna
while people enjoyed the prasadam. The devotees also
visited schools to give school supplies to students.

Hare Krishna Food for Life has now opened an office
in Bihac and plans to regularly distribute prasadam there.

Bhakta Dado presents future Food for
Life programs to Bihac Mayor Adnan
Algic.

More than 250 devotees from Poland and around the
world assembled last July for the 1995 Laksmi Narasimha-
deva Traveling Festival Summer Tour of Poland. The tour
lasted five and a half weeks and visited thirty-five towns
and cities. Besides giving out books, prasadam, and the
holy name daily, the devotees put on sixteen major out-
door festivals, with 2,000-5,000 people attending each one.

The tour party, organized by Indradyumna Swami, was
made up of thirty devotees from Polish temples, devotees
from fifteen other countries, children from the St. Peters-
burg, Russia, gurukula school, and many ISKCON
congregational members.

ISKCON congregational members from Slovenia, Croatia,
and Austria gathered for a five-day retreat in northern
Slovenia last summer. They camped in 130 tents, with one
large tent serving as a temple, kitchen reception, gift shop,
and kindergarten. Several [SKCON leaders gave seminars
on various areas of Krsna consciousness.

A house designed by one of Norway’s most famous
architects has become a Radha-Krsna temple. Arnstein
Arnebert, who designed the Oslo City Hall, King Harald’s
private palace, and the UN Security Building in New York,
completed the neo-classical Elsero house in 1923. Though

| protected by the Norwegian government, the stately

mansion (20,000 square feet) in Oslo had been vandalized
in recent years. When reporting on the devotees’ purchase
of the building, Aftenposten, Norway’s largest newspaper,
wrote, “Finally this mansion has gotten into the best
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hands, those of the Hare Krishnas.”

The Indian ambassador to Norway, S. K. Mathur, spoke
at the temple opening.

The building was donated to ISKCON by Navalanga
Devi Dasi, a disciple of Harikesa Swami.

The Chechen Government
of National Revival has
allocated 320 million rubles

Commonwealth of

Independent States

($70,000) to help Hare Krishna Food for Life in Chech-
nya, where devotees have already given out 400,000

prasadam meals without government aid. The grant was
reported by Itar-Tass, the Russian Information Agency.

Hare Krishna Food for Life director Sukhananda Dasa in
Grozny, Chechnya.

Two one-ton eggless cakes were served to Moscovites tak-
ing part in City Day last September. Organizers of

Moscow’s “birthday” celebrations had asked Hare
Krishna Food for Life to prepare the cakes for the event.
People lined up for hours to get a piece of the cakes. Food
for Life volunteers also passed out free meals. An esti-

mated 5,000-7,000 people received prasadam.
m President Ketumile Masire of Botswana met
with ISKCON leader Bhakti-tirtha Swami for
an hour in September. The president, who had heard
about Bhakti-tirtha Swami’s two-week tour of Botswana
and had asked to meet him, listened with interest as
Bhakti-tirtha Swami gave him ideas for building Botswana
on a spiritual platform. The president, a vegetarian, was

| also happy to receive a Hare Krsna cookbook.

The first public
Krsna temple in
Zimbabwe
opened in Sep-
tember, in Maron-
dera, a city of
about 50,000 peo-
ple and the capital
of Mashonaland
East Province.

A local Gujarati
business man,
Ashok Gulab,
initiated in ISKCON as Sat-cid-ananda Dasa, financed
and oversaw the construction of the 2,500-square-foot
building on his estate. The mayor of Marondera and 250
native Zimbabweans attended the opening.

kﬁ' . il

Giriraja Swami (left) and the mayor
of Marondera, Zimbabwe.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra Iceland

Six devotees spent a week walking in and around Reykja-
vik, the capital of Iceland, last July. Led by Parasurama
Dasa of the UK Padayatra, they walked about fifteen
kilometers each day, chanting Hare Krsna and passing out
books. Although summer in Iceland, the temperatures
were around 10° C (50° F). The Padayatra was covered on
local television and in the area’s two largest newspapers.

Padayatra Canada

For two weeks last July, 10-50 devotees walked 108 miles
in and around Vancouver, British Columbia. They
chanted and passed out books and leaflets during the day
and held programs at the homes of hosts in the evening.

Padayatra Israel

Twenty-six devotees performed a 70-kilometer, five-day
Padayatra in Israel last September. They walked around
the Sea of Galilee, which is both a place of pilgrimage for

Christians and a summer resort area that draws people to
the beaches during the holidays. Vacationers happily
received the devotees, sometimes joining the classes and
aratis (Deity-worship ceremonies) held on the beach.

Padayatra in Reykjavik, Iceland.
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Are we “violating the very spirit of Hinduism”?

Hanuman

Karttikeya

Brahma

Though the demigods described

in Vedic literature are powerful beings who control
various aspects of the universe, the authorized

scriptures tell us these gods are subordinate to Lord

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.



an Offender?

Back to Godhead has been publishing
(and plans to continue) a series of arti-
cles called “The Glories of the Demi-
gods.” Yet not everyone is pleased with
it. We publish here an objection, along
with our reply.

Federation of Hindu Associations
(FHA), Inc.
Hawaiian Gardens, California

RESOLUTION

The Federation of Hindu Associa-
tions, Inc. (FHA) takes strong excep-
tion to the article and subsequent
rejoinders in the Back to Godhead
magazine, May/June 1995, which in
effect state that Shiva, Ganesha,
Brahma, Rama and otherdeities can at
best be considered as “demi-gods™ and
“a little higher” than human beings.

Statements of this type are extremely
offensive and confusing to the devout
Hindus and are destructive to the Hindu
interests. Branding the worshipers of
such deities as “offenders” is not fair
to the compassionate and diversified
philosophy of Hinduism.

Withinterpretationssuiting to them-
selves, from obscure Puranas, since
thousands of years, schools of Vaish-
navism (Krishna), Shaivism and Shak-
tism (Durga) are unfortunately con-
flicting on this question. The attitudes
reeck of fundamentalism, violate the
very spirit of Hinduism, and create the
possibility of another offshoot from
the mother religion. By following such
interpretations, they are creating ex-
clusive territories of influence and busi-
ness around one deity, by eliminating
or reducing the significance of others.

FHA considers thatin Hinduism all
deities represent the different forms,

attributes, qualities, powers or shaktis
of the same Almighty. A partial attach-
ment to any of them, and not surren-
dering to all of the others remaining,
does not complete surrender to all the
qualities and components of the defi-
nition of God. Surrender to any deity
is surrender to one of His attributes.
Hence, all of them are worshiped, at
one time or another, to complete the
“Puja” [worship] of the Supreme. So,
nobody should knock down, degrade
or insult any of the Gods or Goddesses
by creating classes or grades around
these multi-faces of the same God.
FHA proposes that, for the benefit of
Hinduism, we should stop this discus-
sion and treatment of superiority and
inferiority.

FHA appeals to ISKCON to con-
tinue the good work initiated by Swami
Prabhupada. FHA notes that even
after the identification of this contro-
versy by Radha Raman temple, Pla-

| BACK TO GODHEAD

centia [California], the statements of |

ISKCON are still confusing and hurt-
ing to the cause of Hinduism.

FHA appeals to ISKCON tomake a
clear statement that “there is no supe-
rior or inferior among Krishna, Shiva
or Durga™ and retract the objection-
able statements and declare themselves
belonging to the Hindu family and way
of life, respecting everyone.

FHA appeals to all temples, asso-
ciations and activists to join and work
togetherin the best interests of Hindu-
ism, to benefit this commonwealth of
beliefs and protect it from any damage.

Please Remember: Confinement is
not Hinduism. HINDUS, PLEASE
SAVE HINDUISM.

Sincerely,
Prithvi Raj Singh
President
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Founded in 1944 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada

Dear Mr. Singh,

Thank you for sending us a copy of
your resolution. I am grateful to you
for expressing to us your concern.

You have appealed to us to con-
tinue the good work initiated by Srila
Prabhupada. Thank you for that re-
quest. We consider it your blessing.

You have also appealed to us to
make a clear statement, and so we
shall. Here it is: We reaffirm that Kysna
alone is the original Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead. He appears in unlim-
ited Visnu forms such as Narayana and
Rama. All other gods and living beings
are His servants.

Now, let me respond in some detail
to the points you have raised in your
resolution.

Yes, we have referred to Lord Siva,
Sri Ganesa, and Lord Brahma as demi-
gods—but not Lord Sri Rama. We
consistently distinguish between the
forms of Visnu (the Supreme Lord)
and the devas (the exalted servants
of the Supreme Lord). According to
authoritative scriptures, Lord Rama
is another form of Visnu—He is iden-
tical with Krsna, the Supreme Lord
Himself—and deities such as Lord
Siva, Lord Brahma, and Sri Ganesa

| are His servants.

Yes, we refer to these exalted ser-
vants as “demigods.” This is an English
rendering of the Sanskrit word deva,
and it means that they are partial mani-
festations of God. Yes, we say they
are subordinate to God and are His
servants.

Far from being insults, these are
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You speak of the need to surrender
to all the gods. But the Vedic scriptures tell us there are
330 million gods. So how will it be possible?

terms of high praise. According to the
Rg Veda (1.22.20), to be subordinate
to the Supreme Lord is the glorious
qualification of the gods (on tad visnoh
paramam padam sada pasyanti sir-
ayah). As conditioned souls, we are
insubordinate—rebellious against the
Lord—whereas the devas always hum-
bly consider themselves subordinate
and always look toward His lotus feet.
We therefore honor the devas for
beingexalted devotees. We do not call
them ugly or bogus, dismiss them as
“seducers,” or consider them merely
“a little higher” than human beings.
In a sheet attached to your resolu-
tion, you have enclosed a page from

Back to Godhead in which you circle |

some passages to which you object.
There we find the context in which we
used the word bogus. We said that any-
one who claims to be God but whose
claim has no basis in scripture is “sim-
ply bogus.” Do we still stand by that?
Absolutely. Animposter who claims to
be God is not God but a dog. Such an
imposter is just the opposite of the
devas (gods); he is an asura (demon).

Are the devas “a little higher” than

human beings? No, we never said that. |

They are vastly higher. But they are
stillsubordinate to Visnu, the Supreme
Lord.

You are unhappy that we published
a statement describing the worshipers
of the devas as “offenders.” But that
word wasn’t ours. It appeared in a di-
rect quotation from the Padma Purana
(one of the eighteen principal Puranas,
and hardly obscure). The specific San-
skrit word used is pasandi. We have
given the translation “offender.” Ac-
cording to the Monier-Williams San-
skrit-English dictionary, alternatives
are “heretic,” “hypocrite, “imposter,”
or “anyone who falsely assumes the
characteristics of an orthodox Hindu.”

That’s not our fault. That’s what the
scriptural quotation says. We have sim-
ply repeated it.

Anyway, for the momentlet usleave
the Puranas aside. In the Hare Krsna
movement, our main source of teach-
ing is Bhagavad-gita. That is our pri-
mary source of authority, the main
scripture we follow. How about you?
Do the members of your Association
accept the words of Bhagavad-gita?
I assume they must.

Then what do you make of this
statement (Bhagavad-gita 9.23):

ve 'py anya-devata-bhakia
yajante sraddhayanvitah

te 'pi mam eva kaunteya
vajanty avidhi-pirvakam

Here Lord Sri Krsna clearly says
that those who are devotees of other
gods (anya-devata) and who worship
them with faith (sraddhayanvitah) are
actually worshiping only Him (mam
eva)—but they are doing it in the wrong
way (avidhi-purvakam).

The Bhagavad-gita says it is wrong.
Why should we say it is right?

Elsewhere in the Gira (7.20), Lord
Sri Krsna says that because of materi-
alistic desires (kamaih), those who sur-
render to other gods (anya-devatah)
arebereft ofintelligence (hrta-jiianah).
Theintelligent, Lord Krsnasays (7.19),
surrender to Him (man prapadyante),
knowing that He, Lord Sri Krsna, who
appeared as the son of Vasudeva, is
everything. He is the complete whole,
the Absolute Truth, of whom all other
living beings are a part.

Therefore, by worshiping Krsna one
automatically worships all other dei-
ties, just as by watering the root of a
tree one waters all the leaves and
branches or by putting food in the stom-
ach one feeds the entire body.

We can't watereveryleafofatree or
offer food to every cell in the body. But
when we pour water on the root or put
food in the stomach, the entire tree or
the entire body is satisfied.

As you say in your resolution, “Sur-
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render to any deity is surrender to one
of His [God’s] attributes.” True. But
surrender to the Supreme Lord Him-
self is surrender to the source of all
deities and all attributes.

You speak of the need to surrender
toall the gods. But the Vedic scriptures
tell us there are 330 million gods. So
how will it be possible? We can’t even
think of all those gods, what to speak of
surrender to them.®

Therefore, we have to follow the
method given in the Bhagavad-gita by

| Lord Sri Krsna, God Himself: surren-

der to Krsna. In that way our surrender
will be complete.

God is the complete reservoir of all
qualities, powers, and attributes, and
yes these are represented by various
gods. Therefore some people are at-
tracted to one god, some to another.
But as you say, “A partial attachment
to any of them, and notsurrendering to
all of the others remaining, does not
complete surrender to all the qualities
and components.” But because Krsna
is the origin and refuge of all these
gods, one attains the perfection of sur-
render to all—in one stroke—simply
by surrendering to Him alone.

Whatever one might get by wor-
shiping any other god is in fact be-
stowed by Krsna Himself (mavaiva
vihitan hi tan, Gita 7.22). Why then
should one refuse to surrender exclu-
sively to Lord Sri Krsna?

The benefits one gets from other
gods are temporary (anta-vat), and
therefore Lord Krsna says in the Gita
(7.23) that those who worship such gods
are alpa-medhasa, “meager in intel-
ligence.” The devotees of such gods
attain the abodes of those gods.
which are all temporary and subject to

*A friend has pointed out to me that to
separately worship each of the 330 million
gods within the course of a year, we'd need
to worship more than 900 thousand of them
every day.



distress (duhkhalayam asasvatam, Gita
8.15). The devotees of Krsna, on the
other hand, attain the abode of Krsna
Himself (yanti mam api), where they
enjoy immortal bliss and knowledge.

Again, these are not our statements.
They are the statements of Bhagavad-
gita. We simply accept them. What else
are we supposed to do?

You castigate us for violating “the
spirit of Hinduism.” But without the
Bhagavad-gita, what is the meaning of
Hinduism? The ideas to which you are
objecting come directly from the Gira.
So why are you objecting?

You accuse us of deviating from
“the mother religion.” But the mother
religionisnot “Hinduism.” The mother
religion—forallliving beings—is sana-
tana dharma, or bhagavat dharma, de-
votion to Bhagavan, the Supreme Lord.
In Bhagavad-gita (14.4) Lord Sri Krsna
says that He is the father of all living
beings (ahar bija-pradah pita). He is
even the father of the devas (aham adir
hi devanam, Gita 10.2). The mother
religion, therefore, is the worship of
the Supreme Father (Bhagavan), the
Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna.

The Vedicscriptures, in fact, may be
compared to our mother, and the Su-
preme Lord to our father. If we are in
doubt about who our father is, we
should best consult our mother. And
according to the conclusion of all the
Vedic literature, the father of all living
beings is Bhagavan Sri Krsna (krsnas
tu bhagavan svayam).

Srila Prabh upada, therefore, in
books such as Bhagavad-gita As It Is
and Srimad-Bhagavatam, has pre-
sented the Vedic literature with scru-

pulousintegrity. And he hasdistributed |

its message intact through the Krsna
consciousness movement. Anyone
born in India, the land of Vedic knowl-
edge, is extremely fortunate. And we
appeal to all such fortunate people to
make their lives perfect by joining the
Krsna consciousness movement and
spreadingit everywhere for the eternal
benefit of all living beings.

On your letterhead I see the slo-
gan garv se kaho ham hindi hai—
“Proudly declare, ‘I am Hindu.” " But
in Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna never
tells Arjuna to declare himself Hin-
du. Rather, He directs Arjuna to give
up all other forms of religion and

simply surrender exclusively unto | alone (sarva dharman partiyajya mam

Him (mam ekam saranam vraja). The
Lord then says, kaunteya pratijanihi na

me bhakta pranasyati: “O Arjuna, de- |

clare to the world that My devotee will
never be vanquished.” Therefore,if we
are going to follow Bhagavad-gita, a
better slogan would be garv se kaho
ham bhagavan-sri-krsna-ke das hai—
“Proudly declare to everyone, ‘I am a
servant of Lord Sr1 Krsna.””

If Hinduism is to be saved, the way
to save it is to accept Bhagavad-giia as
it is. We may have been taught that all
gods are equal and we should there-
fore surrender to them all. But Lord

ekarn saranam vraja).

As long as we refuse to surrender to
Krsna we shall be confined to this ma-
terial world (Gita 9.3). So if confine-
ment is not Hinduism, we should at
once surrender to Krsna. Lord Krsna
will then at once grant us liberation
fromall material confinement and take
us back home, back to Godhead. In
this way—by following the divine in-
structions given in Bhagavad-gita by
Lord Sri Krsna Himself—one attains
the perfection of Hinduism, and the
perfection of human life.

Hare Krsna.

Krsna says to give up all such notions, Sincerely,
accept Him as the Supreme Personal- Jayadvaita Swami
ity of Godhead, and surrender to Him Editor
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INCONCEIVABLE

(continued from page 19)

simpicity’s sake, I depicted that struc-
ture by means of an equilateral tri-
angle. A more accurate diagram, of
course, would have the two ascending
sides converging infinitely toward the
center axis—an asymptote—never
actually to meet. Similarly, the two
sides in descending would infinitely
diverge as they grew closer and closer
to the baseline.

A triangle with an apex, however,
could suggest that the illusion of mat-
ter doesn’t exit at all; it “disappears”
absolutely. In fact, that illusion does
existas illusion. From the point of view
of reality, however, that illusion suffers
aradical reduction in value and being.
Material existence is like the flicker of
a hallucination so quick, so close to
subliminal, that afterward you are not
sure it was there at all.

Did it happen or not? Never mind
—here’s Krsna. Let’s get on with our
game.

Ravindra Svariipa Dasa is ISKCON’s
Governing Body Commissioner for the
U.S. mid-Atlantic region. He lives at the
Philadelphia temple, where he joined
ISKCON in 1971. He holds a Ph.D. in
religion from Temple University.

NOTES

1.See “Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out,” page
29.

2. Both readers, however, neglected to
supply the requisite “quotes™ in sup-

port of these assertions.

3. Once the title article of a street distribu-
tion booklet published by ISKCON Press
(New York), “On Chanting Hare Krsna™
hasbeenreprinted under the title “Chant-
ing the Hare Krsna Maha-mantra.” in
the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust anthol-
ogy The Science of Self-Realization.

4. Elegant in the sense that a mathematical
proof is said to be elegant.

5. Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.53-54.

6. We are reminded that Srila Prabhupada
called his commentaries “purports,” com-
ments to make clear the intended mean-
ing, sense, and purpose of the verse.

i S‘f'Enmd—BhﬁgawmmT 2.9.1, purport.

8. Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.1, purport.

9. Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.64.

10. For instance, Srimad-Bhagavatam
3.31.15,4.20.25,6.16.57,10.84.25,11.2.37.

11. Letter to Aniruddha Dasa, November
14, 1968.

12. Lecture on Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.10.5,
given June 20, 1973, in Mayapur, India.

13. Letter to Upendra Dasa, October 27,

1969.

14. The lecture, given in Tokyo on April 20,
1972, appears on page 7 of this issue of
Back to Godhead.

15. During a class in London (July 30, 1971)
on Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.1.15, Srila
Prabhupada answered a question about
our positionin the spiritual sky before we
fell by saying. “You are already in the
spiritual sky. ... Actually we are alwaysin
the spiritual world.”

16. The paper appears in this magazine, on
page 29.

17. In that case, some devolees were propa-
gating the theory that since no one falls
from Vaikuntha, the conditioned souls
must have fallen from the Brahman
effulgence. In “Crow-and-Tal-Fruit

Logic,” Srila Prabhupada rejects this
theory. A few years earlier he had re-
sponded to the same theory in a letter to
Revatinandana Dasa (June 13, 1970):
“Those who are in the Brahman efful-
gence they are also in the fallen condi-
tion, so there is no question of falling
down from a fallen condition. When fall
takes place, it means falling down from
the non-fallen condition. The non-fallen
condition is Krsna consciousness.™

18. Srila Prabhupada consistently taught
that souls do in fact have the option of
exercising their freedom even in the spiri-
tual world and hence of falling into the
illusion of material existence. Because
the soul is a spiritual part of God, he
has inherent independence or free will,
which some misuse. For a sample of Srila
Prabhupada’s elucidations on the point,
see: Lecture on .?;'rimm'!-Bhf?g:wamm
6.1.5 (London, July 30, 1971); discussion
at the end of lecture on Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Adi-lila 7.108 (San Fran-
cisco, February 18, 1967); conversation
with Dr. John Mize in Los Angeles (June
23, 1975); conversation with disciples in
Mayapur (February 19, 1976); conver-
sation with disciples in Washington,
D.C. (July 8, 1976); letters to Jagadisa
Dasa (February 27, 1970, and April 25,
1970).

19. “When Lord Brahma returned after a
moment of time had passed (according
to his own measurement), he saw that
although by human measurement a com-
plete year had passed. . . .” Srimad-
Bhagavatam 10.13.40. The word for “mo-
ment” in this verse is trufi. A truti is the
smallest measure of material time. Ac-
cording to Srila Prabhupada’s purport
to S'rinmr."—B;"rf?gr.’Wmmr 3.11.14, a truti
equals ¥i3.500 of a second.

THE SOUL’S FALL

(continued from page 10)

Him. Like a person who thinks of be-
coming a king without possessing the
necessary qualifications, similarly, when

the living entity desires to become the |

Lord Himself, he is put in a condition

of dreaming that he is a king. There- |

fore the first sinful will of the living
entity is to become the Lord, and the
consequent will of the Lord is that the
living entity forget his actual life and
thus dream of the land of utopia where
he may become one like the Lord. The
child cries to have the moon from the
mother, and the mother gives the child
a mirror to satisfy the crying and dis-

turbing child with the reflection of the
moon. Similarly the crying child of the
Lordis given over to the reflection, the
material world, to lord it over as a
karmi and to give this up in frustration
to become one with the Lord. Both
these stages are dreamingillusions only.
There is no necessity of tracing out the
history of when the living entity de-
sired this. But the fact is that as soon as
he desired it, he was put under the
control of atma-maya by the direction
of the Lord. Therefore the living entity
in his material condition is dreaming
falsely that this is ‘mine’ and this is 1.’
The dream is that the conditioned soul

falsely thinks that he is the lord and
that everything in connection with that
material body is ‘mine.” Thus only in
dream does the misconception of ‘I
and mine’ persist life after life. This
continues life after life, as long as the
living entity is not purely conscious of
hisidentity as the subordinate part and
parcel of the Lord.

“In his pure consciousness, how-
ever, there is no such misconceived
dream, and in that pure conscious state
the living entity does not forget that he
isneverthe Lord, but heiseternally the
servitor of the Lord in transcendental
love.”

thinks of his material body as ‘I' or | Prabhupada: Thank you very much.®
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AI*‘I'[—;‘R GIVING Arjuna knowl-
edge of matter and spirit, Lord
Krsna tells him, “Deliberate on this
fully, and then decide what you wish
to do.” Our children also have to
choose between material and
spiritual life. To prepare them for
this choice, do we need to give them
experiences of both? Do our children
need any experience of materialism
to choose Krsna consciousness?

The sages do indeed say that to be
complete in knowledge one must
study both spirit and matter. But our
children can best gain knowledge of
illusion by seeing both illusion and
reality from the perspective of
reality.

Srila Prabhupada tells us that the
most intelligent people learn simply
by hearing. Hearing about Krsna
gives a child a direct perception of
spiritual happiness and knowledge.
And as Krsna tells Arjuna, “Upon
gaining this one thinks there is no
greater gain.” Spiritual experience,
then, can give any child the intelli-
gence to stay clear of materialism
just by hearing about it.

But even if a child isn’t convinced
by his spiritual experience, adults
don’t have to arrange for children to
have a taste of material life. Even
without intervention from parents or
teachers, each child feels material life
moment by moment. What child has
no frustrations or disease? What
child doesn’t come across envy,
anger, and greed, if not in himself
then in others? And what child
doesn’t see aging and death, at least
in the animals and plants that
surround him?

Our children will also get direct
experience of bodily and mental
pleasure. As distress comes, even
uninvited, material happiness will
also come.

A caring adult will use a child’s
naturally occurring painful and

pleasurable experiences as a connec-
tion to what the child has heard from
seripture. As Dr. Howard G. Hen-
dricks writes in The Seven Laws of
the Teacher, “You don’t have to get
hooked on cocaine to be aware of its
devastation, and even many who are
hooked don’t understand the danger.
So a better way to say it is: properly
evaluated experience is the best
teacher.” (author’s emphasis)

When adults say that for our chil-
dren to understand maya we must
expose them to it, they often mean

| they want to expose children to the
illusions of illusion. They suggest
taking children to amusement parks,
or showing them television, or
engaging them in much of the frivoli-
ties of childhood. But children who
get a taste for such illusions generally
become—illusioned. Their higher
knowledge and taste for Krsna
become covered. The child asks for
further and further indulgence in
illusion, because, as Krsna tells us,
material desires can never be satis-
fied. The parents then feel they must
give the child maya because the child
demands it; they forget that they
themselves, the parents, sparked that
demand.

A good parent or teacher tries
to keep a child physically healthy.
And there is a way to expose a child
to disease in order to prevent disease
—vaccination. The Vedic scriptures
offer a similar method for material
life in general. A vaccination intro-
duces a disease in a form that isn’t
dangerous. Similarly, conditioned
souls can safely deal with matter in a
changed form—Dby using it in Krsna’s
service. So children can listen to
music glorifying Krsna, eat food
offered to Krsna, watch plays and
movies about Krsna, use their talents
to serve Krsna, and possibly later
marry and raise a family in Krsna's
| service. This is a way to dovetail

SCHOOLING KRSNA‘S CHILDREN

Is Experience the Best Teacher?

by Urmila Devi Dasi

material inclinations with spiritual
knowledge, to see both maya and
Krsna and choose Krsna.

When maya is used in Krsna’s
service under the direction of a guru
it ceases to work as a force of
illusion. Rather, it acts spiritually to
purify material desires.

Still, some adults insist that a child
will learn best just through his or her
own experiences, coming to Krsna
consciousness naturally, just from
experiencing material life, without
any outside help.

In ancient times, also, there were
parents who argued that their
children would gain spiritual deter-
mination simply through their own
material lives. An example cited in
the Bhagavatam is that of Daksa.
“Material enjoyment,” he said, “is
indeed the cause of all unhappiness,

| but one cannot give it up unless one

has personally experienced how

much suffering it is. Therefore one
should be allowed to remain in so-
called material enjoyment while at
the same time advancing in knowl-

edge to experience the misery of this

false material happiness. Then,
without help from others, one will
find material enjoyment detestable.
Those whose minds are changed

by others do not become as re-
nounced as those who have personal
experience.”

Sometimes we who have come
to Krsna consciousness as adults
assume that our determination to
renounce material life is the result
of a bad taste for illusory enjoyment.
Yet in discussing Daksa’s statement,
Srila Prabhupada tells us that
Daksa’s philosophy is wrong. He
writes, “The young boys and girls
of the Krsna consciousness move-
ment have given up the spirit of
material enjoyment not because
of practice [of material life] but by
the mercy of Lord Sri Caitanya
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Mahaprabhu and His servants.”

Why is the experience of material
“enjoyment” not enough to teach us?
Prabhupada explains, “Material
nature is so strong that although a
man suffers at every step, he will not
cease in his attempts to enjoy.”

Experience, then, won’t enable

BOOK DISTRIBUTION

The Power of
Prabhupada’s Books

a child to learn unless hearing comes
with it. One longs for the happiness
of serving Krsna not merely because
one has become disgusted with ma-
terialism but because hearing from a

| great soul has sparked love of God
| in one’s heart, so that by comparison
| material life has no allure.

by Navina Nirada Dasa

In this column we present the experi-
ences and realizations of devotees
who give people Krsna consciousness
by giving books by Srila Prabhupada
and his followers.—The editors

The Old Book Distributor

ONCE WHEN I WAS selling books
on a street in Germany |
showed a teacher The Journey of
Self-Discovery. He was skeptical and
not interested in the subject. But
then a man about sixty-five years old
came by on a bicycle. He stopped
and came over to us.

“Bhagavad-gita?” he asked. “Srila
Prabhupada’s books? These are very
interesting.”

The teacher asked him, “Do you
know these books?”

“Of course I know these books,”
he said. “Who doesn’t know these
books? Which one are you holding?
The Journey of Self-Discovery. That’s
a wonderful book. It tells you every-
thing about yoga, karma, reincarna-
tion, the science of self-realization —
everything is in that book. You
should read it. You should buy the
book. Give him a donation. He’s a
nice boy.”

Then he told the teacher, “And
you know what the best thing is? If
you read these books you understand
who you are—that you are spirit soul
and servant of God. Then when
troubles come and nothing works

anymore—you are fighting with your
wife, your kids are rebelling, your
job is hell—you sit down and very
calmly sing and meditate on the Hare
Krsna mantra. You know what
happens then? Everything just turns
very positive, very bright. You
become happy and ecstatic and just
go right off into the universe. You
become so happy you just take right
off.”

The teacher was so surprised by
the man’s conviction that he happily
gave a donation for the book. I
explained what the book was all
about. It turned out he was interested
but just a little skeptical.

While I spoke with the teacher,
the older man took off on his bike.
Later he came back.

I said, “You must know these
books, right?”

“Yes, of course,” he said. “I've
been reading them for eight years
now. And every time [ tell myself
that something has to happen in my
life, I go to the city and meet one of
you and buy some new books. So
that’s exactly what I'm going to do.
Show me what books you've got.”

I showed him the books I had. He
bought two.

I told him we have temples and
asked if he knew about the Hare
Krsna movement.

“Temples?” he asked. “You mean

| like churches?”
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Urmila Devi Dast, initiated in 1973,
| has worked in ISKCON education

since 1983. She and her family live in
Hillsborough, North Carolina, where
she runs an ISKCON school for chil-
dren aged 5-18. She is the main author/
compiler of Vaikuntha Children, a
gurukula classroom guidebook.

He didn’t know about the temples.
He thought we were just young ideal-
ists selling books. He didn’t know
there was a whole spiritual move-
ment behind them. He was amazed
to learn there is also a movement in
which people practice the philosophy
of the books.

“You know,” he said, “nobody
actually understands what is going on
in this world. Just look at these
people, how they are madly running
around trying to gratify their senses
and be happy in their material
pursuits. Like animals, they have no
aim in life. They simply know the
pleasures of eating, sleeping, and sex.
They don’t know what’s going on.
Don't you find it difficult to speak to
them about the knowledge of
Bhagavad-gita? Do you actually
know what you are doing here? Do
you know that you are doing the
most important work for the whole
human society?”

I wanted to hear more, so I asked
him, “Do you really think so? Do
you really think the work we’re doing
here with these books is important?”

“Yes, yes,” he said. “This is very
important—the most important thing
| you can do, more important than
breathing. You must give people
these books so they can find out why
they are living, so they can get some
sense into their life.”

The man left happily with his two

[}




new books, leaving me amazed at his
conviction in the power of Srila
Prabhupada’s books and the chanting
of the Hare Krsna mantra.

Fed Up With Cults .

Another time, I was distributing
books in front of a post office in
Germany. [ tried to show the books
to a businessman stepping out of his
car. He was in his mid-fifties. well-to-
do, and very tense and businesslike.

“You are all cheaters and rascals,”
he said. “And I don’t want to get
involved in this. You're all a bunch of
hypocrites. It’s all bogus.”

So [ said, “What? What you are

talking about? This is Bhagavad-gita,
ancient philosophy from India.”

“Yes, yes, India,” he said. “T know
all these yogis and swamis and gurus,
and this is all cheating. Tell me which
guru is the head of your organiza-
tion.”

“His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada,” 1
replied.

“Really?” he said. “Swami
Prabhupada? Then I take back
everything I said. [ have great respect
for that man. Show me what books
you have.”

I showed him. Then I asked him,
“Do you know Srila Prabhupada?”

He said, “I can tell you why I like
this man. It’s because I read his book
Life Comes From Life. In that book
he calls modern leaders hogs, dogs,
camels, asses, rascals, cheaters, and
hypocrites. And he defeats them
all—the scientists, the philosophers,
the religionists. He tells it straight to
their face.” ;

He was very happy about Srila
Prabhupada, and he took two books.

Navina Nirada Dasa, a disciple of
Harikesa Swami, has been one of
ISKCON's leading book distributors
for many years. He is based at the
ISKCON temple in Zurich.

A note from our regular columnist,
Hare Krsna Devi Dast:

Here is an account of cow protec-
tion on a small family farm in India.
Because Srila Prabhupada often
advocated small family farms with a
few cows and a few acres of land, |
thought to begin his Centennial year
with a description of a devotee family
trying to fulfill Prabhupada’s vision
of simple living and high thinking.

STREAD Hare Krsna Dasi’s

description of milking cows at
ISKCON’s Gita Nagari Farm in
Pennsylvania, I thought readers
might be interested to hear about a
different way of serving Krsna by
taking care of cows. Milking our cow
Hari Priya on a two-family farm in
the South Konkan belt of Maha-
rashtra, India, is quite different from
milking cows on a big communal
farm in the U.S.

Gita Nagari has big Radha-Krsna
Deities—Sri Sr1 Radha-Damodara—
and Prema Vihvala is a big Brown
Swiss cow who at the peak of her
production can give twenty liters of
milk a day for Radha-Damodara.
Our own Sri Sr1 Radha-Govinda

THE LAND,

THE COWS,

One Family’s Cow Protection

by Lavangalatika Devi Dasi

Deities are less than three inches tall,
and Hari Priya is a small desi, or
native, cow who gives only two liters
daily—just enough for some milk-
sweets, such as rasagullas or mango
or chikoo barfi, and a cup of hot milk
for four or five people. Still, we feel
great satisfaction taking care of her
and offering her milk to Krsna.

An Intimate Milking Scene
You won't find commercial milk

| industries or milking machines in our

area. Cows are milked the same
intimate way they always have been.
We tie up Hari Priya for milking and
bring her calf to her. The calf, Jaya
Radhe, sucks eagerly at the mother’s
udder, tail up in the air, nudging the
udder with a hard shove to bring
down the milk. Hari Priya licks the

| calf’s body affectionately. After a few

minutes, we pull Jaya Radhe away
from the udder and hold her.
Indignant at the interruption in
the nursing, she struggles while she
watches someone else “stealing” her
milk. But her mother continues to
lick her contentedly, and soon Jaya
Radhe starts to munch on hay and

AND KRSNA

grains. By Krsna's arrangement, a

| cow produces much more milk than
| her calf needs. and we have to be

careful that Jaya Radhe doesn’t take

| too much, or she will get “scours,” a

kind of diarrhea that can kill young
calves.

As soon as the calf is pulled away
from the udder, we wash Hari Priya’s
udder with clean water. We milk her
with one hand, holding the milking
vessel in the other. Hari Priya’s teats,
small compared with those of Wes-
tern cow breeds, are difficult to grasp
with the whole hand. Using two
fingers and a thumb is the easiest
way.

Hari Priya stands patiently as [
squat by her flank. The switch of her
tail swatting flies falls on my head.
The cowshed is quiet, except for the

| rthythmic squirts of milk. I can feel

the udder emptying. Hari Priya, eyes
are full of love for her calf, always
holds back just enough milk for her.
As soon as I'm finished, I release
Jaya Radhe, who runs again to drink
milk to her full satisfaction.

The whole process with Hari Priya
is very simple. Hare Krsna Dasi de-
scribes using a strip cup to test for
mastitis before each milking. This is a
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small tin cup with a screen over it.
She squirts a bit of milk into the cup
before milking and checks the screen
for clots of milk that will warn of
mastitis. We feel that mastitis isn’t
much of a danger here, so we don’t
use a strip cup. For one thing, masti-
tis more commonly affects cows that
give a lot of milk, and Hari Priya is
just a small cow, giving a small
amount of milk.

Traditional Methods of Cow Care
Another cause of mastitis is that
sometimes the udder is not milked
completely dry. Jaya Radhe is very
conscientious to
make sure this is
never a problem
for Hari Priya.
So we don't use a
strip cup or any
after-milking
disinfectant such
as iodine, be-
cause the threat
of mastitis or
other diseases is
not very great.
Nor do we
need bleach to
clean our milking
pots, because in
India milk is tra-
ditionally heated
rather than
cooled, so there
is less chance of
contamination by
bacteria. Once
the milk is
cooled and made
into yogurt, the
vogurt bacteria
help prevent
spoilage by other
bacteria. With a simple system like
we have, we can avoid artificial disin-
fectants, which we would regard as
pollutants on our pure organic farm.
Nor do [ have to wear pants to the
milk shed. Since we have only a few
small cows to deal with, my sari
doesn’t get in the way. In fact, here in
India women always wear nice saris
and ornaments, even to do manual
labor. They would never want to be
seen in something as unattractive and
unfeminine as men’s trousers.

In the summer we keep the cows
tied up, because the pasture is dry
and they would spoil the young
mango trees. We bring the cows hay
from the long grass we cut and dried
slightly green after last year’s mon-
soon, their favorite season, when
they enjoy four months of roaming
and eating lush green grass.

We also feed them grains, vege-
table peelings, rice bran and wheat
husk with chopped rice straw mixed
in, cakes of peanut and cottonseed-
oil, and whatever greens we manage
to come up with in the dry season,
such as creepers, cornstalks, mari-

Lavangalatika Devi Dast milks Hari Priya on a two-family farm in Maharashtra, India.

golds, and tree leaves. The cows’ big
treat is fallen mangoes, which they
munch on while the juice drips down
their chins. They suck the seed and
then spit it out the side of the mouth
with a loud *Phat!”

The Rest of our Cow Family
Another of our cows is Laksmi.

She is carrying her third calf. She

has her second calf, a little bull

named Bhim, and has just stopped

milking. Her first calf was taken away
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| by a tiger at her previous residence,

fifteen miles deeper into the interior.
Her behavior was wild when we first
got her. It took five days of her kick-
ing us and trying to butt us with her
horns before she would let us milk
her.

Then there is Lalita, a golden
Jersey heifer (an immature cow) with
beautiful lotus-petal eyes who came
to us as a gift at six months and is
now just old enough to be bred. She
seems able to tolerate Indian condi-
tions well. In general, local breeds
are hardier and more resistant to
disease. They also require less food

| and water than the Taurean breeds

from Europe and North America.
We have only one bull calf. We
will probably have enough work for

| only two bullocks, but we expect to
| have more calves, since we have

enough land to feed them. This is
also different from a farm like Gita
Nagari, a communal farm in a cold
climate. Devotees there have to be
careful not to produce more animals

| than they can feed on the land,
| especially since their animals can’t




Protecting cows is a central part
of a simple Krsna conscious life. They provide us
with everything we need, and at the same time
they remind us of Krsna.

graze in the winter. As Prabhupada
wrote in a letter, “We must be able to
grow our own fodder for the cows.
We don’t want to have to purchase
food for cows outside from some
other party. That will run into great
expense.”

Enough Grazing Land

That’s why the larger European
breeds can be useful at a place like
Gita Nagari. It takes far fewer
animals to produce the same amount
of milk. A cow like Prema Vihvala
gives a lot of milk and can produce
for two years every time she has a
calf. A small cow like Hari Priya is
easier to handle and takes less feed
and water, which is good for a dry
climate like India. But she also gives
less milk and has to have a calf more
often than a larger cow to keep
milking. Luckily, we have enough
land, so a few more animals are not a
burden for us.

Having enough land to feed the
animals is important for cow protec-
tion, especially with bulls. If feeding
them costs too much, people want to
sell them, and more so if they're not
working. Unfortunately, this is often
the case with bull calves born in the
cities in India. They have little
economic value since they can’t do
their natural work of plowing, and
their food has to be purchased. So
people in the cities often sell them.

In the states of West Bengal and
Kerala, cow slaughter is legal, and in
fact it goes on clandestinely every-
where, for a price. Animals are
forced to travel long distances with-
-out food or water. They are jammed
into big trucks, one on top of
another, and shipped to the slaugh-
terhouse. The methods used to kill
them are too cruel to discuss here.

Such hellish practices certainly create
misfortune for all the parties in-
volved, as the Lord is witness to the
barbaric slaughter of the best of
animals.

Cow Dung—A Treasure

We consider ourselves fortunate
that our animals will never be sub-
jected to such a fate. We’re lucky to
have plenty of land to grow their
feed. We'll never have to compro-
mise the cows’ security because we
can’t afford to buy feed. And even a
bull calf that doesn’t work is valuable
to us because he provides dung and
urine, a great treasure to us for grow-
ing healthy trees, flowers, and vege-
tables. We can also process cow
manure in our biogas plant to pro-
vide gas for cooking and lighting, and
a rich slurry to fertilize our garden
and trees.

And here’s a natural fertilizer and
pesticide the cows and bulls can help
produce. Take a liter of cow urine
and a liter of dung, mix them in a
bucket with 350 grams of jagri (raw
sugar) or molasses. Let the mixture
sit in a bucket for a week. This makes
an excellent fertilizer. If you filter it
and mix it with ten parts of water,
you can spray it on plants as a
pesticide.

Protecting Cows, Thinking of Krsna
In our simple life, we appreciate
more and more the value of the cows.

When we see what goes on in the
cities, we're thankful to be in a rural
area, which is much more favorable
to cow protection. Srila Prabhupada
taught devotees that high technology
won't make us happy. The cities, for
all their technology, are just a haven
for cow slaughter, meat-eating, and
other sinful activities.

Instead, Prabhupada wanted us
to practice simple living and high
thinking. And protecting cows is a
central part of a simple Krsna con-
scious life. They provide us with
everything we need, and at the same
time they remind us of Krsna.

| Prabhupada said,

In villages surrounding Vrndavana,
villagers live happily simply by
giving protection to the cow. They
keep the dung carefully and dry it
to use as fuel. They keep a suffi-
cient stock of grains, and because
of giving protection to the cows
they have sufficient milk and milk
products to solve all economic
problems. Simply by giving protec-
tion to the cow. the villagers live so
peacefully. Even the stool and
urine of cows have medicinal value.
Mother Yasoda and Rohini and
the elderly gopis waved about the
switch of a cow to give full protec-
tion to the child Krsna, and they
washed Him with cow urine and
applied tilaka made of cow dung on
different parts of His body.

In the Srimad -Bhagavatam
(10.6.16), Srila Prabhupada writes,
“[Krsna’s] first business is to give all
comfort to the cows and the brah-
manas. In fact, comfort for the brah-
manas is secondary, and comfort for
the cows is His first concern.” We
find that living on a small farm in the
country, with our small herd of family
cows, we can have a peaceful and
happy life following the example
Krsna has given.

Lavangalatika Devi Dast is an early
disciple o_f'grffa Prabhupada’s. She
distributed Prabhupadas books for
many years, a service she still loves to
do when she’s not at home milking the

family cow.
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MAHABHARATA

THE HISTORY OF GREATER

INDIA

Arjuna Fights
Celestial Being

Challenged by an angry Gandharva,
Arjuna quickly shows his fighting skill.

Translated from Sanskrit

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the history
of the Pandavas to their great-grandson, King
Janamejaya. The Pandavas, living disguised
as brahmanas in a brahmana’s house, have
just heard the history of the birth of Prin-
cess Draupadi of the Pajicalas. As the Maha-
bharata continues, the Pandavas decide to
leave for the Pancala kingdom.

EARING OF THE birth of beautiful

Draupadi, or Krsna, the Pandavas

felt as if darts had pierced their
hearts. All of them, mighty warriors, lost
their normal composure and seemed to for-
get themselves.

The ever truthful Kunti, seeing her sons so
confused and almost unconscious, said in
private to her son Yudhisthira, “We have
been living for a long time here in the brah-
mana s house, enjoying the charming city and
collecting alms. O enemy-tamer, we have
seen all the lovely forests and groves again
and again. If we see them yet again, O Kuru
child, they will not give us any more pleasure.
Nor can we go on collecting alms as before. |
think it good that we visit the land of the

Paficalas, if of course you agree.

“We have never seen that place, son, and
itwill be quite a pleasant experience. O mighty
one, the Pancalas are said to be a generous
people who give freely in alms. And we have
heard that King Drupada is very kind to
brahmanas. 1 do not think it good for us to
stay a long time in one place. So if you agree,
my son, let us go straight there.”

Yudhisthira Maharajasaid, *Whatever you
think should be done, [ accept as the very best
for us. But I don’t know whether my younger
brothers want to travel.”

Kunti then spoke to Bhimasena, Arjuna,
and the twins about the trip, and they all
agreed. Then, taking permission of their
brahmana host, Kunti and her sons departed
for the charming capital city of the great soul
Drupada.

MEETING WITH VYASADEVA

When those great souls, the Pandavas,
were living in disguise, Vyasadeva, son of
Satyavati, came to visit them. Seeing that
he had come, those fierce princes rose from

[lustrations by Puskara Dasa

52 BACKTO GODHEAD * JANUARY / FEBRUARY 1996



Though armed only with a torch, Arjuna fearlessly challenges the Gandharva.



As the Pandavas came down to the water’s edge,
the Gandharva king heard the noise,
which drove that mighty being into a fierce rage.

their seats and offered their prostrate
obeisances. Respectfully greeting him,
they stood reverently before him with
folded hands.

Thus honored by the Pandavas, the
holy sage was pleased. After greeting
them in return and bidding them all
sit down, Vyasadeva spoke to them
out of his deep love for the family of
Pandu.

“Are you living according to the
laws of God, carefully following the
holy books? O mighty princes, do you
honor without fail the saintly brah-
manas and all those worthy of honor?”

The saintly Vyésa, an incarnation of
the Godhead, then spoke to them about
their religious life and their practical
plans. And after narrating for them
many fascinating histories and tales, he
said, “Once in a forest where ascetics
dwell lived a great-souled sage whose
daughter was endowed with all good
qualities. She was very lovely, with a
thin waist, curving hips, and tender
brows. But by her activities in a former
life, she suffered ill fortune and could
not find a husband. She was unhappy,
and to get a husband she began to per-
form austerities. By her severe self-
denial she pleased Lord Siva. ]

“Being satisfied with her, Lord Siva
said to the ascetic maiden, ‘Dear hum-
ble girl, I am a giver of blessings. You
may now choose a blessing from me,
for 1 wish all good for you.”

“The girl was anxious to fulfill her
wish, and so again and again she said to
thelord, ‘I desire a husband who hasall
good qualities.’ )

“The eloquent Lord Siva replied,
‘My sweet child, you will have five
husbands.’

“The girl said, ‘Please give me just
one husband.”

“Lord Siva again spoke to herin the
finest language. ‘Five times you told
me to give you a husband. So when you
have gone on to your next body, it will
be just as you said.’

“That girl has recently been born
in the family of King Drupada, and
she is as lovely as a goddess. Her name
is Krsna. This faultless maiden, in the
line of King Prsata, is destined by the
decree of Providence to be the wife
ofyoufive Pandavas. Therefore, mighty
princes, enter the capital of Pafcala,
for when you win that girl you will be
very happy without a doubt.”

Having thus spoken, the greatly for-
tunate grandfather of the Pandavas,
that great ascetic, bid Kunti and her
sons farewell and departed.

THE GANDHARVA’S
CHALLENGE

Carefully protecting their mother
and keeping her always in view in front
of them, the Pandavas. strong as bulls,
set out toward the north on the smooth
and recommended roads. The power-
ful sons of Pandu traveled day and
night until they reached the sacred
area known as Soma-sravayana, on the
bank of the Ganges. [As the sun set.]
admirable Arjunawentin frontofthem,
holding up a torch to illumine the path
for safety.

They came to a lovely deserted
stretch of the Ganges where a jealous
Gandharva* king had come to play in
the water with his women. As the Pan-
davas came down to the water’s edge,
the Gandharva king heard the noise,
which drove that mighty being into a
fierce rage.

Seeing the valiant Pandavas there
with their mother, the Gandharvabran-
dished his awful bow and said, “When
carly evening enters and the forbid-
ding twilight is stained with red, only
the first eighty moments are fit for you
people to be about. All the darkening
| time thereafter has been ordained for
| Yaksas, Gandharvas, and Raksasas to

*The Gandharvas are a type of celestial
| beings.
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| move about as they will. If human be-

ings, in their selfish confusion, come

| roaming about at those hours, we and

the Raksasas deal with those childish
fools and drag them down. Therefore
scholars of the Vedic science condemn
any men—though they be kings and
armies—who come to these waters at
night.

“Stay back where you are! Don’t
come close to me! Why do you not
recognize me, who have come here to
the waters of the Ganges? Know that
am the Gandharva Angaraparna and [
live by my own power. [ am proud and
jealous, for [ am the dear friend of the
great Kuvera. This forest along the
Ganges, also called Angéaraparna, is
mine, and the colorful settlement called
Vaka wherein I dwell is also mine. Not
even a dead body is allowed here, nor
gods, nor human beings. nor beasts
with horns. How then do you people
dare come here?”

Arjuna said, *You fool! In night or
day or the time between, who dares
claim the ocean or the Himalayan
mountain or this sacred river? We are
ready with power, and we dare to ap-
proach you now at the wrong time, for
it is certain that only weak and power-
less men will obey you in the hour of
your cruelty.

“The Ganges flows [reely from a
golden peak in the Himalayas. Trans-
forming into seven branches, she goes
to the waters of the sea. She is a sacred
river, Gandharva, and you cannot ob-

| struct her or drive people away from

her, because her pure waters lead to
the kingdom of God. How could you
even think to close off this river, an act
against the eternal law? How can we
not bathe in the pure waters of the
Ganges as much as we desire? Her
waters cannot be obstructed by vour
mere words.”

Hearing these words, Angaraparna
was furious. Bending his bow, he fired
blazing arrows thatshotout like deadly



poisonous snakes. But Arjuna, whirl-
ing his torch like the finest of shields,
drove away every one of the arrows.

Arjuna said, “These scare tactics
are not effective with those who know
weapons. Rather, such attempts to
frighten collapse like bubbles and foam
when used on an expert fighter. I recog-
nize that all Gandharvas are superior
to human beings. Therefore 1 shall
employ divine weapons, Gandharva,
and not mere magic. Brhaspati, the
guru of Lord Indra, long ago gave this
fiery weapon of the gods called Agneya
unto Bharadvaja, who then taught it to
Agnivesya, who delivered it to my guru.
And he, Drona, the best of brahmanas,
gave it unto me.”

Having thus spoken, the furious
Pandava Arjuna released his blazing
Agneya weapon against the Gan-
dharva, burning his chariot to ashes.
Stunned by the missile’s heat and be-
reft of his chariot, the mighty Gan-
dharva tottered and fell head first
toward the ground. Arjuna seized him
by the hair on his head, which was

B

R
Yudhisthira tells Arjuna to release the Gandharva.

adorned with wreaths. and dragged him
back to show his brothers.

By this time the Gandharva was
unconscious from the effect of the
weapon. His wife, Kumbhinasi, des-
perate to save his life, surrendered to
Yudhisthira and begged for asylum.

my name is Kumbhinasi. I am a Gan-
dharva woman, and | have come to you
for shelter. Please, I beg you, Maha-
raja, forgive and protect us and release
my husband.” Yudhisthira Maharaja
said, “Who would kill an enemy de-
feated in battle and deprived of his
glory, especially the husband of a good
woman and nolongerresisting? Arjuna,
O slayer of enemies, release him.”
Arjuna said, “Take him, brother.
Go now, Gandharva! Don’'t worry.
Yudhisthira, the Kuru king, grants you
immunity from all punishment.”

THE GANDHARVA’S GIFTS

The Gandharva said, “I admit de-
feat. I am giving up my name Angar-

aparna, for I can no longer be proud
of my strength or name in a public
assembly. With all my pride [ tried
to fight a younger, stronger man who
holds divine weapons. But even in
defeat I have achieved an excellent

| boon, for I have had the chance to
The Gandharva lady said, “O lord,

know you.
“By the fire of your weapon, my

| fabulous chariot burned to ashes. So

I who was known as Citra-ratha, ‘he
of the wonderful chariot,” have now
earned the name Dagdha-ratha, ‘he of
the burnt chariot.’

“Whatever knowledge I have of the
military science, I acquired by my pre-
vious austerities. I shall now give it all
to the great soul who gave me back my
life. When a warrior saves the life of an

| enemy whom he has quickly stunned

and defeated and who has come to him
for shelter, what beautiful gifts does he
not deserve?

“FirstI give to you thescience known
as Caksusi, which Manu gave to Soma,
who gave it to Visvavasu, who gave it
to me. Even if given by a guru, if this
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The Gandharva said, “You Pandava brothers are
divine beings, great souls who excel in all weapons, heroes
who faithfully act for the good of all creatures.”

science falls into the hands of a cow-
ard it automatically vanishes.

“I have told you the lineage of this
science. Now I shall describe its power,
so listen carefully.

“Anything within the universe a
person wishes to see, he may see with
this science, and exactly in the man-
ner he desires. If a person stands on
one foot for six months continuously,
he may obtain this knowledge, but I
present it to you, for so I have vowed.
It is by this technology. O king, that
we Gandharvasrise above the human
kind, for by the power of this science
we have become virtually indistin-
guishable from the gods.

“QObest of men, Inow wish to offer
each of you five brothers a hundred
horses of the type bred by the Gan-
dharvas. The mounts of the gods and
Gandharvas exude a celestial fra-
grance, and they move at the speed of
the mind. Even when their energy is
spent, they do not diminish their
speed.

“These Gandharva horses change
color at will and fly at the speed they
desire. And simply by your desire
they will appear before you, ready to
serve. Indeed, these horses will al-
ways honor your wish.”

Arjuna said, “Whether you have
given these gifts out of love or in fear
of your life, Gandharva, I do not want
to take your science or wealth oreven
your accumulated knowledge.”

The Gandharva said, “It is clearly
seen that when people actually sit
down together and unite in friend-
ship, they derive a special pleasure.
You have given me the gift of life. I
am moved by what you have done,
and I therefore give you this science.
O best of the Bharata race, I shall
take from you the superb Agneya
weapon, and thus our friendship will
long endure.”

Arjuna said, “I then choose from
you the gift of your horses. May our

| alliance last forever. Now. my friend,

tell me how people can be free of their
fear of you Gandharvas. Tell me. O
tamer of enemies, why you attacked us
as we traveled at night, though we are
knowers of the Supreme.”

THE GANDHARVA’S
INSTRUCTIONS

The Gandharva said, “You had no
sacred fire or sacrificial offerings, nor
did you place a priest before you. Thus
I attacked you, O son of Pandu.

“Ohero, the Yaksas, Raksasas, Gan-
dharvas, Pisacas, Uragas, and human
beings all discuss at length the glorious
Kuru dynasty. I myself have listened to
godly sages like Narada narrate the
histories of your wise forefathers. And
as I wander all about the ocean-skirted
earth, I have witnessed the power of
your family. I am familiar with your
military professor, who taught you the
Dhanur Veda, for that illustrious son of
Bharadvaja is known throughout the
three worlds.

“0 tiger of the Kurus, I know well
that six mighty beings—the lord of
justice, the wind-god, Indra, the twin
Asvins, and your own father, Pandu—
are the force behind the Kuru empire.
These forefathers of yours are truly

| the best among gods and men. Thus

it is not surprising that all you Pan-
dava brothers are divine beings, great
souls who excel in all weapons, heroes
who faithfully act for the good of all
creatures. Actually, all of you possess

selves to become so angry.

“0O glory of the Kurus, you have
defeated me in battle, but listen now as
I tell you the principles by which you
gained your victory.

“Celibacy in the service of God is
the best religious principle, and you
have regularly practicedit. Any ksatriya

. warrior who lives a promiscuous life

a spiritual mind and intelligence, for |

your consciousness is fixed on the
Supreme.

“Although [ knew this, Partha, I still
attacked you on the riverbank. In the
company of women, Kauravya, a man
cannot tolerate being slighted, and he

| tries to assert his own strength and

prestige. At night our strength very
much increases, and that is why,
Kaunteya, my wife and I allowed our-
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should be opposed in battle at night,
for there is no way he will keep his life.
But even though a king may live a lusty
life, he will be victorious in battle over
all the creatures of the night if he is led
by a saintly priest. Therefore, what-
ever benefit men hope to achieve, they
must engage self-controlled priests in
the task.

“Those who know and follow the
laws of God, who are clean in body and
mind. who are devoted to the essence
of the six-limbed Veda, and who speak
the truth should be the priests of kings.
Victory on earth and then promotion
to heaven are assured for a king whose
priest knows and speaks the principles
of religion, who practices them in his
own life, and who is thus pure in spirit.
A king who appoints and follows a
fully qualified priest will gain all he
lacks and preserve all he has.

*A monarch who abides by the de-
cision of his priest may aspire to attain
all the ocean-skirted earth, with hand-
some Mount Meru as its crown. A king
who does not serve a brahmana will
never conquer the world through fam-
ily alliances or naked heroism. But a
kingdom led by brahmanas, O glory of
the Kurus, can be preserved for a long

time.” @

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who completed
the translation and commentary of the
Srimad—Bh{igavalum begun by His Di-
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Heisnow doing graduate
work in Sanskrit and Indian Studies at
Harvard University.



(Qesources

ISKCON’s International Office of
Education. Clearinghouse for infor-
mation on all aspects of education in
ISKCON: gurukulas, day schools,
varpasrama colleges, work-study and
apprentice opportunities, home-study
correspondence courses (K-12) and
help with setting up home schools,
child abuse prevention programs,
teacher training courses, etc. For
information on curriculum material
and development, contact: Curricu-
lum and Accreditation Department,
915 Dimmocks Mill Road, Hills-
borough, NC 27278; phone: (919)
644-2272, e-mail: urmila@iskcon.com.
For all other inquiries, contact:
ISKCON International Office of
Education, Rt. 2, Box 23A, Alachua,
FL 32615; phone: (904) 462-5248, fax:
(904) 462-5153, e-mail: edoff@afn.org

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues:
U.S., $23 for First Class mail,
$13 for Third Class. Outside the
U.S..$26. Forsubscriptions, ads,
bulk orders, and news submis-
sions, please write IWR at P. O.
Box 238, Alachua, FL 32615-
0238. Phone: (904) 462-5054.

Join the Prabhupada Centennial
Sankirtana Party—a virtual book-
distribution party that includes disci-
ples, grand-disciples and congrega-
tional followers of Srila Prabhupada
from all over North America. How to
join? Simply buy books by the case
directly from the Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust—at temple prices—and
distribute them. The goal for 1996:
2,000 cases. To order, call Jagadis-
ananda Dasa at 1-800-927-4152. For
more information, call the North

American Centennial office at 1-800-
205-6108.

Totally Free: Lotus Voices, the news-
letter of the ISKCON New York
Youth Forum. A youthful perspective
on Krsna consciousness, with insight-
ful articles about devotional life, how
to deal with peer pressure, and how
we can best serve Srila Prabhupada’s
movement. Includes news, artwork,
and creative writing. If you'd like to
receive Lotus Voices, absolutely free,
or would like to contribute writing,
artwork, money, or stamps, please
get in touch with Vineet Chander at
76-42 266th St., New Hyde Park, NY
11040, or call (718) 347-5665.

Also, Lotus Voices is starting an
official ISKCON Youth Ministries
program. If you're interested in mak-
ing new devotee friendships, meet-
ing new people, preaching one-on-
one, or just sharing your realizations,
please write or call for more
information.

Learn the deeper meaning of life at
your own pace, in the convenience of
your home. In celebration of Srila
Prabhupada’s Centennial, the Instit-
ute for Spiritual and Environmental
Awareness (ISEA) is offering a
home-study course in Bhagavad-gita
As It Is. The Bhaktivedanta Centen-
nial Reading Program Certificate
will be awarded upon completion of
the course. To receive your study
guide and full-color illustrated text,
send a $35 check or money order to
ISEA, P. O. Box 310, Bangor, ME
04402-0310.

The Chanting for Unity project has
been started to encourage devotees
to form Padayatra parties across
America for Srila Prabhupada’s
Centennial. The Chanting for Unity
liaison office will help coordinate the
parties so that they can join for larger
kirtanas and for Rathayatras and
other festivals. For more informa-
tion, or to let us know about your
Padayatra, write to Chanting for
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Unity, ¢/o Riipacandra Dasi, Rt. 1,
Box 497A, Bonner’s Ferry, ID 83805.

NY Centennial Date Change The
New York Centennial festival has
changed from July 1996 to June 5-17,
1996. The 1996 Rathayatra is now
scheduled for Saturday, June 15. Fur-
ther details of the festival schedule
will appear in BTG.

Dallas Renovation ISKCON Dallas
has launched a program to restore
what remains of Srila Prabhupada’s
personal effects there and renovate
the entire block owned by the
temple. Plans include a fountain and
a monument commemorating Srila
Prabhupada’s Centennial. To help,
contact Durasaya Dasa or Jivananda
Dasa at ISKCON Dallas. Phone:
(214) 827-6330.

The Hare Krsna
World Convention
February 19-March 17, 1996

Mayapur-Calcutta-
Delhi-Vrndavana

SCHEDULE

Inauguration
February 19
Navadvipa Mandala Parikrama
February 20-26

Seminars and Programs Begin
February 27
Gaura Purnima
March S

100-Couniry Procession
March 7 (Calcutta)
March 9 (Delhi)

Vrndavana Festival
March 10-17

To ensure smooth running of
the event, advance booking is
necessary. Reservation forms are
available at ISKCON temples.
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California

*Badger:

New Braja Bhumi
Community

(209) 336-9383

*#San Jose/ Santa Cruz:
Akriranatha Dasa &
Jagarini Devi Dasi
(408) 353-9099

Florida
*Clearwater:
Brhat Sanu Dasa
(813) 725-7694

Hawaii

*Kaua’i:

New Godrumadvipa
Dhama

Mahat Seva Dasa or
Gopanandini Devi Dasi

(808) 742-1281

Kansas

Lawrence:

Ankota Dasa &
Gopimata Devi Dasi

(913) 865-5080

Maine

Bangor:

Bhakta Ray & Sandhini
Devi Dasi

(207) 947-9609

Maryland

Silver Spring:

Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla &
Jahnavi Devi Dasi
(301) 236-0564

Silver Spring:

Anuttama Dasa & Rama
Tulasi Dasi

(301) 236-4717

Mississippi
#*Cleveland:

K. P. & Bhama Sridharan
(601) 846-4132

Montana

Belgrade:

Peter Levine (I§ina Dasa)
(406) 388-1062

Nevada
Henderson:
Margaret Dvorak
(702) 454-1215

Gatherings

he people listed here hold Krsna conscious gather-
I ings regularly in their homes—or they'd like to start.
You'reinvited. Just give a call to find out when and where.

If you hold Krsna conscious gatherings and you’d
like to be added to the list, please send your name, city,
and phone number to Gatherings, BTG, P. O. Box 430,
Alachua, FL 32615, USA. In each issue we’ll add new
gatherings and list as many old ones as space allows.

' New Hampshire

Hudson:
V. J. Varnasi
(603) 598-6939

New Mexico
Albuquerque:
Randolph Schwab
(Ranga Rafjana Dasa)
(505) 243-6925

#*Santa Fe:
Jambavati Devi Dasi
(505) 473-3036

New York

Buffalo:

Mahavegavati Devi Dasi
(716) 884-3640

Corona (Queens):
Sivaradhya Dasa (Nikhil

N. Trivedi) & families
(718) 639-6580

North Carolina

Belmont:

Kantilal & Sushila Patel

(Satyavrata Dasa & Krsna
Kumari Devi Dasi)

(704) 825-3753

Fayetteville:
Dayavira Dasa
(919) 425-6861

Sandy Ridge:

Adi Karta Dasa & Rucira
Devi Dasi
(910) 593-9058

Ohio

Athens:

Krishna House

(614) 594-4496 or 421-1661

*Kent

Regular programs at
Kent State University

(614) 421-1661

Oregon

Cave Junction:

New Yamuna

Deva Dharma Dasa &
Dhanapati Devi Dasi

(503) 596-2240

Pennsylvania
Erie:

Lila Kumara Devi Dasi
(814) 676-1791

Norristown:

Radha Krishna Mahajan,
M. D.

(Kaivalya Dasa)

(215) 539-3221

Pittsburgh:

Ranchor Dasa &Vrnda
Priya Devi Dasi

(Rajeev Srivastava &
Vineeta N. Desai)

(412) 571-0728

Stroudsburg:

Dr. Shyamsundar
Mahajan

(Samika Rsi Dasa)

(717) 424-9449

South Carolina
Orangeburg:

Sam & Savita Patel
(803) 534-5368

Tennessee

Nashville:

Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa
(Dr. Ravi Singh)

(615) 896-3425

Texas

Austin:

Sankarsana Dasa &
Visnupriya Devi Dast

(512) 339-8668

El Paso:

Candrasekhara Dasa &
Vilasa Manjari Devi
Dasi

(915) 775-1817

West Virginia
*Wheeling;

New Vrindaban
(304) 843-1600

Parkersburg:
Pramod & Mala Mathur
(304) 295-8362

Canada
Edmonton, Alberta:
Omkara Dasa and

Yadurani Devi Dasi
(Om & Jyoti Sharma)
(403) 434-7343

Markham, Ontario:
Prabhupada Dasa
(V. B. Sharma)
(416) 294-9431

Quadra Island, B.C.:

Vijeta Dasa & Arya
Devi Dasi

(604) 285-2346

Toronto:

Ramananda Raya Dasa
& Visakha Devi Dasi

(416) 297-6131

Victoria, B.C.
Hare Krishna Yoga Centre
(604) 920-9940

United Kingdom
Regular gatherings take
place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one
nearest you, or for help in
starting one, contact

Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd.,

Reader Services Dept.,
P. O. Box 324, Boreham-
wood, Herts., WD6 INB.
Phone: (0181) 9051244

South Africa
Programs are held in more
than fifty locations. For
information contact one
of the ISKCON centers in
South Africa listed on
page 61.

*New or revised listing.
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

NORTH AMERICA Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-6888
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) —R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta —313 Fourth Street NL.E., T2E 353/ Tel. (403) 265-3302 _ ADDITIONAL H_ESTAUFMTS_ AND DINING el
Wontreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie [X Boulevard, H1Y 2C5/ Tel. (514) 521-1301 Boise, Idaho — Govinda's, 500 W. Main St., 83702/ Tel. (208) 338-9710
Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 6Y4/ Tel. (513) 565-6544 Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 5th St., 87401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640 % Fresno, California — Govinda's, 2373 E. Shaw, 93710/ Tel. (209) 225-1230
Taronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue R, M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415 Gainesville, Florida — Radha's, 125 NW 23rd Ave., 32609/ Tel. (904) 376-9012
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Marine Dr_, Burnaby V5 3G8/ Tel. {604) 433-9728 EU HU PE
Victoria, B.C.—1505 Arrow Rd., VBN 1C3/ Tel. (604) 721-2102

FARN COMMUNITY UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgebaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (0121) 420-4339
Bristol, England — 48 Station Rd., Nailsea, Bristol BS19 2PB/ Tel. +44 (01275) 853788
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 3BZ)/ Tel. +44 (01203) 555420
Dublin, Ireland — 56 Dame St, Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 679-1306
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/
Tel. +44 (01555) 894790
Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby 5t., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GL/
Tel. +44 (01533) 762587
Liverpool, England — 1144 Bold St., Liverpool L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (0151) 708 8400
4 London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., London W1V 50A/ Tel. +44 (0171) 4373662
(business hours), 4393606 (other times); Govinda's Restaurant: 4374928
London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manar, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire
WD2 BEP/ Tel. +44 (01923) 857244
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, Sauth Norwood, London SE25/
Tel. +44 (0181) 656-4296
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd.. Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (0161)

Ashcroft, B.C. —Saranagali Dhama, Box 98, VOK 1A0
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Vancouver — Hare Krishna Place, 46
Beghie St., New Westminster

U.S.A.

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce
de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/
Tel. (404) 378-9234

Baltimore, Maryland — 200
Bloomshury Ave., Catonsville,
21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624
or 4069

Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St
83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274

Boston, Massachusetls — 72 Com-
maonwealth Ave., 02116/
Tel. (617) 247-8611

Chicago, lllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 2264416 X )
60626/ Tel. (312) 973-0800 Newcastle upon Tyne, England —21 Leazes Park Rd., NE1 4PF/ Tel. +44 (0191) 2220150
Columbus, Ohio —379 W, Eighth Ave., FARM COMMUNITIES

43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661

County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 508-73305
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave.,

Lisnaskea, North Ireland — Hare Krishna Island, BT92 8GN Lisnaskea, Co. Fremanagh/

75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330 b8 S NN T 7ER Tel, +44 (03657) 21512
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St., 5ri Sri Radha-Madhava (Calgary, Alberta, Canada) London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000 Manch tAI}I;ITllﬂN:I__RiSITJ:UﬁhHETUmIlst Manchester 14/ Tel. +44 (01611 226 96
Encinitas, California — 468 First St 52024/ Tel, (619) 634-1698 aneeNeL NNl BN B R Lo ENRIGHE DT TA(TS! #4010 ) 2o 300
Gainesville, Florida — 214 [N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (304) 336-4183 - " ot o : Wi ;
Gurabo, Puerlo Rico — HOO1-Box 8440, 00778-9763/ Tel. (808) 737-1658 {Fe(n_sh_na conscious programs _alre held regularly in more_ihan t.\_raljuf other cities in the LK.
Hartlord, Cannecticut — 1683 Main St. E. Hartiord, 06108/ Tel. (860) 289-7252 or information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd,, Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324,

Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 505-3047 Borehamuood, Herts WOB THB/ Tel. +44 [0181] 905-1244.)

Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4462

Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St 82651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029 CROATIA
Long Island, New York —197 S. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 223-4909  Dubrovnik — Od izvora bb, Mokosica, HR-20000, Dubrovnik/ Tel. +385 (020) 453426
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676 o Pula—P.P.16 HR-52000 Pula/ Tel. & Fax +385 (052) 573743, 573561
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/ e Rijeka — BKC, P.P. 61, HR-51000 Rijeka/ Tel. & Fax +385 (051) 263404
Tel. (305) 442-7218  Rijeka — Kulturni centar Bhaktivedanta, Boze Starca Juriceva 5, Zamet, 51000 Rijeka/
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 486-9379 Tel. & Fax +3685 (051) 263404, 261247
New York, New York — 305 Schermerharn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714 e Split—P.P. 290, HR-21000, Split/ Tel. +385 (021) 651 137
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803 o Jagreb — Centar za vedske studije, HPT Branimirova 4, HR-10000 Zagreb (mail: CVS, p.p.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600 68, 41001 Zagreb)/ Tel. & Fax +385 (01) 190548
Portland, Oregon — 5137 MN.E. 42 Ave., 97218/ Tel. (503) 234-8971 GERMANY
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085

Berlin — Johannisthaler Chaussee 78, 12259 Berlin (Britz)/ Tel. +49 (030) 613 2400
Cologne — Taunusstr. 40, 51105 Kdln/ Tel. +49 (0221) 830 3778
Flensburg — Neuhoerup 1, 24980 Hoerup/ Tel. +49 (04639 73 36

San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California — 84 Carl St., 94117/ Tel. (415) 661-7320
San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart St., Berkeley, 94705/Tel. (510) 540-9215

: e - g Hamburg — Muehlenstr. 33, 25421 Pinneberg/ Tel. +49 (04101) 2 33 31

?:;:E‘s:ﬁsnﬁ.ﬁl&: _111?22 iﬁty;'l fmSmilEPIBsaggihz09282[)42?:;22%4;222'1 ?3[114?269831 9958 # Heidelberg — Center for ‘u’a@ic Studies_: Kiirfuersten-Anlage 5, 69115 Heidelberg (mail: P.0. Box
Topanga, California — 20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658 20 G peICeNErO) TeR -2 1002210 16 6101
Towaco, New Jersey — P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tl (201) 208-0070 Munich — Tal 38, 80331 Munchen/ Tel +49 (089) 292317
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (502) 792-0630 Nuremberg — Bhakti Yoga Center, Kopernikusplatz 12, 0459 Nirnberg/ Tel. +49 (0911) 45 32 86
Washington, D.C. —3200 Iyy Way, Harwood, MD 20776/ Tel. (301) 261-4493 Weimar — Rothuserbergweg 6, 99425 Weimar/ Tel. +49 {03643 595 43
Washingtan, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100 Wiesbaden — Schiersteiner Strasse 6, 65187 Wiesbaden/ Tel. +49 (0611} 8733 12

FARM COMMUNITIES FARI COMMUNITY
Alachua, Florida {New Raman Reti) — Box 819, 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-2017 Jandelsbrunn — Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra, Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 799-1354 Tel +43 (08583) 316
Gurabo, Puerlo Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo) ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Hillshorough, Morth Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492 Berlin — Higher Taste, Kurfuerstendamm i /158, 10709 Berlin/ Tel. +49 (030) 892 89 17

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
@ Temples with restaurants or dining. e New listing. @ Revised listing.
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

ITALY

Asti — Roatto, Frazione Valle Reale 20/ Tel. +39 (0141) 938406

Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG)/
Tel. +39 (035) 490706

Bologna — Via Ramo Barchetta 2, 40010 Bentivoglio (BO)/ Tel. +39 (051) 863924

Catania — Via San Nicolo al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. +39 (095) 522-252

Naples — Via Vesuvio, N33, Ercolano LNAT/ Tel. +39 (061) 739-0398

Rome — Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo)/ Tel. +39 (0761) 527038

Vicenza — Via Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (Vicenza)/ Tel. +39 (0444) 790573 or 790566

FARM COMMUNITY

Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano, Val di Pesa (FI) 5002/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417

POLAND

Gdansk — ul. Cedrowa 5, Gdansk 80-125 (mail: MTSK 80-958 Gdansk 50 skr. pocat. 364)/
Tel. +48 (58) 329665

Krakow — ul. Podedworze 23a, 30-686 Krakow

Warsaw — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno (mail: MTSK 02-770
Warszawa 130, P.0. Box 257) / Tel. & Fax +48 (22) 756-27-11

Wroclaw — ul. Bierutowska 23, 51-317 Wroclaw (mail: MTSK 50-900 Wroclaw,
P.0. Box B58)/ Tel. & Fax +48 (71) 250-981

FARM COMMUNITY
New Santipura — Czarnow 21, k. Kamiennej gory, woj. Jelenia gora/ Tel. +48 8745-1892

SWEDEN
Golhenburg — Hojdgatan 22, 431 36 Moelndal/ Tel. +46 (031) 879648
Gridinge — Korsnas Gard, 14792 Grodinge/ Tel. +46 (8530) 29151
Karlstad — ISKCON, Box 5155, 650 05 Karlstad
Lund — Bredgatan 28 ipg, 222 21/ Tel. +46 (046) 120413
Malmd — Hare Krishna Temple, Gustav Adelfs Torg 10 A, 211 39 Malma/ Tel. +46 (040) 127181
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 6549 002
Uppsala — Nannaskolan sal F 3, Kungsgatan 22 (mail: Box 833, 751 08, Uppsala)/ Tel. +46 (018)
102924 or 5094956
FARM COMMUNITY
Jarna — Almviks Gard, 153 95
Jama/ Tel. +46 (8551)
52050, 52105
ADDITIONAL
RESTAURANTS
Gothenburg — Govinda’s,
Storgatan 20,5-411 38
Gathenburg / Tel. +46
(031) 139698
Malmi — Higher Taste,
Amiralsgatan 6, S-211
55 Malma/ Tel. +46
(040) 970600
Umea — Govinda's, Pilg. 28,
90331 Umeal Tel. +46
(090) 178875

SWITZERLAND
Basel — Hammerstrasse 11,
4058 Basel/ Tel. +41
(061) 693 26 38
Bern — Marktgasse 7, 3011 Bern/ Tel. +41 (031) 312 38 25
Lugano — Via ai Grotti, 6862 Rancate (T1)/ Tel. +41 (091) 646 66 16
Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (1) 262-33-88
Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Ziirich/ Tel. +41 (1) 251-88-59

Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai (La Nouvelle Mayapur, France)

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, The Netherlands —Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam/ Tel. +31 (020)
6751404
Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000 Antwerpen/ Tel. +32 (03) 237-0037
Athens, Greece — Methymnis 18, Kipseli, 11257 Athens/ Tel. +30 (01) 8658384
Barcelona, Spain — c/de L'Oblit 67, 08026 Barcelona/ Tel. +34 (93) 347-9933
Belgrade, Serbia —\/\/Z-Veda, Custendilska 17, 11000 Beogrady Tel. +381 (11) 781-695
Budapest, Hungary — Hare Krishna Temple, Mariaremetei ut, 77, Budapest 1028 |I/
Tel. +36 (01) 1768774
Copenhagen, Denmark — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillerad/ Tel. +45 42256446

Debrecen, Hungary — L. Hegyi Mihalyne, U62, Debrecen 4030/ Tel. +36 (052) 342-496
Helsinki, Finland — Rucholahdenkatu 24 D (Ill krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 6949879
lasi, Romania — Stradela Moara De Vint 72, 6600 lasi
Kaunas, Lithuania — Savanaryu 37, Kaunas/ Tel. +370 (07) 222574
Klaipeda, Lithuania — Rumpiskes 14, 5802 Kleipeda/ Tel. +370 (061) 31735
Ljubljana, Slovenia — Zibertova 27, 61000 Ljubljana/ Tel. +386 (061) 131-23-19
Madrid, Spain — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096
Mélaga, Spain — Cira. Alora, 3 int., 29140 Churriana/ Tel. +34 (952) 621038
Oslo, Norway — Jonsrudvej 1G, 0274 Oslo/ Tel. +47 (022) 552243
Paris, France — 31 Rue Jzan Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +33 (01) 43043263
Plovdiv, Bulgaria —ul. Prosveta 56, Kv. Proslav, Plovdiv 4015/ Tel. +359 (032) 446962
Porto, Portugal —Rua S. Miguel, 19 C.P. 4000 (mail: Apartado 4108, 4002 Porto Codex)/
Tel. +351 (02) 2005469
Prague, Czech Republic — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 00/ Tel. +42 (02) 3021282 or 3021608
Rina, Latvia — 56 Krishyana Barona, LV 1001/ Tel. 4371 (02) 272490
Rotterdam, The Netherlands — Braamberg 45, 2905 BK Capelle a/d Yssel/ Tel. +31 (010) 4580873
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain — C/ Castillo, 44, 4°, Santa Cruz 38003, Tenerife/
Tel. +34 (922) 241035
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — Saburina 11, 71000 Sarajevo/ Tel. +381 (071) 531-154
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel, +32 (086) 322926
Skopje, Macedonia — Vvz. “|SKCON," Roze Luksemburg 13, 91000 Skopje/ Tel. +389 (091) 201451
Sofia, Bulgaria — Villa 3, Vilna Zona-lztok, Simeonovo, Sofia 1434/ Tel. +359 (02) 6352608
Timisoara, Romania — ISKCON, Porumbescu 92, 1900 Timisoara/ Tel. +40 (961) 54776
Vienna, Austria — Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna/
Tel. +43 (01) 455830
Vilnius, Lithuania —Raugyklos G. 23-1, 2056 Vilnius/ Tel. +370 (0122) 66-12-18
FARM COMMUNITIES
Czech Republic — Krsnuv Dvur ¢. 1, 257 28 Chotysany
France (Bhaklivedanta Village }— Chateau Bellevue, F-39700 Chatenois/ Tel. +33 (084) 726235
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/ Tel. +33 (054)

402481
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — {Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajaral Tel. +34 (911) 280018
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona, Spain — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona
Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 33337444
Oslo, Norway — Krishna's Cuisine, Kirkeveien 598, 0364 Oslo/ Tel. +47 22606250

J Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Soukenicka 27, 110 00 Prague-1/ Tel. +42 (02) 2481-6631,

2481-6016

“ Prague, Czech Republic — Govinda's, Na hrazi 5, 180 00 Prague 8-Liben/ Tel. +42 (02) 683-7226

Vienna, Austria — Govinda, Lindengasse 24, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 5222817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES

RUSSIA
Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow/ Tel. +7 (095) 255-67-11
Nijni Novgorod — ul. lvana Mochalova, 7-69, 603904 Nijni Novgorod/ Tel. 47 (8312) 252592
Novosibirsk — ul. Leningradskaya 111-20, Novosibirsk
Perm (Ural Region) — Pr. Mira, 113142, 614065 Perm/ Tel. +7 (3442) 335740
8t. Petershurg — ul. Burtseva 20-147, St. Petersburg 130000/ Tel. +7 (0812) 150-28-80
Ulyanovsk — ul Glinki, 10 (Tel. +7 (0842) 221-42-89
Vladivostok — ul. Ridneva 5-1, 690087 Viadivostok/ Tel. +7 (4232) 268343

UKRAINE
Chemigov— ul. Krasnogvardeyskaya, 10-56, 250033 Chernigov
Dnepropetrovsk — ul. Ispolkomovskaya, 568, 320029 Dnepropetrovsk/ Tel. +7 (0562) 445029
Donetsk — ul. Treneva, 3-44, Donetsk
Kharkov — ul, Verhne-Gievskaya, 43, 310015 Kharkov
Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-B., 252054 Kiew/Tel. +7 (044) 2444944
Lvov — 292066 Lvivska obl. Buski rajon, 5. Zbolotni Chuchmani
Nikolayev — Sudostroitelny pereulok, 5/8, Nikolayey 377052
Odessa — Klubnichny Per., Vinogradny Tupik, Sanatory “Rodina,” 8 Kor.
Vinnitza — ul. Chkalov St., 5, Vinnitza 26800/ Tel. +7 (04322) 23152

OTHER COUNTRIES
Alma Ata, Kazakstan — Per Kommunarov, 5, 480022 Alma Ata/ Tel. +7 (3272) 353830
Baku, Azerhaijan — Pos, 8- km, per. Sardobi 2, Baku 370060/ Tel. +7 (8922) 212376
Bishkek, Kyrgizstan — Per. Omski, 5, 720000 Bishkek/ Tel. +7 (3312) 472683
Dushanbe, Tadjikistan — ul Anzob, 38, 724001 Dushanbe/ Tel, +7 (3772) 271830
Kishinev, Moldova — ul. George Asaki, 68/1-105, 277028 Kishinew/ Tel. +7 (0127) 73-70-24
Minsk, Belarus —ul. Pavlova 11, 220 052 Minsk
Sukhumi, Georgia — Pr. Mira 274, Sukhumi
Thilisi, Georgia — ul. Kacharava, 16, 380044 Thilisi/ Tel, +7 (8832) 623326
Yerevan, Armenia — ul. Krupskoy 18, 375019 Yerevan/ Tel. +7 (6852) 275106

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, 5. A. 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 234-1378
Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, C.L.D. (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooraopilly 4068)/
Tel. +61 (07) 379-5455

@ Temples with restaurants or dining. ~ HeMew listing. e Revised listing.
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CeENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Canberra — P.0 Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. +61 (06) 253-2090

Melbourne — 197 Danks 5t., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +61 (03) 966-
95122

Perth — 356 Murray St., Perth (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A. 6053)/ Tel. +61 (09) 481-1114
or 370-1552 (evenings)

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, M.5.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.S.W.
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 5959-4558 :

Sydney — 3296 King St., Newtown 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 550-6524
FARM COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 {052) 88-7383

Millfield, N.S.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock),
N.S.W. {mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W.)/ Tel. +61 (049} 98-1800

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah N. S. W. 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-6579
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

% Adelaide — Food for Life, 79 Hindley St./ Tel. +61 (08) 2315258

Brishane — Govinda's, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0255
Brishane — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 190 Brunswick St. Fortitude Valley/ Tel. +61 (070) 854-1016
Melbourne — Crossways, Floor 1, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/
Tel. +61 (03) 965-02939
Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 965-01578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 227-1664

NEW ZEALAND, FIJI, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Christchurch, New Zealand — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/
Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174

Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail; P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. +679 812912

Lautoka, Fiji —>5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel, +679 664112

Port Moreshy, Papua New Guinea — Section 23, Lot 46, Gordonia St., Hohola (mail: P. 0. Box 571,
POM NCD)/ Tel. +675 259213

Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 634243

Suva, Fiji —Nasinu 7% miles (mail: P.0. Box 7315)/ Tel. +679 393599

Wellington, New Zealand — 60 Wade St., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Tel. +64 (04) 4720510
FARM COMMUNITY

Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan) — Hwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075
RESTAURANTS

Auckland, New Zealand — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floar), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 3034885

Christchurch, New Zealand — Gopal's, 143 Worcester 5t/ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035

Lahasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364

Lautoka, Fiji —Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel. +679 662950

Suva, Fiji —Gopal's, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 314154

AFRICA
NIGERIA
Abeokuta — Ibadan Rd., Obanatoka (mail: P.0. Box 5177)
Benin City — 108 Lagos Rd., Uselu/ Tel. +234 (052) 247900
Enugu — 8 Church Close, off College Rd., Housing Estate, Abakpa-Nike
Ihadan — 1 Ayo Akintoba St., Aghowo, University of Ibadan
Jos — 5A Liberty Dam Close, P.0. Box 6557, Jos
Kaduna — 8B Dabo Rd., Kaduna South, P.0. Box 1121, Kaduna
Lagos — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd., Lagos (mail: P.0. Box
B793)/ Tel. & Fax +234 (01) 876169
Port Harcourt — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Warri — Okwodiete Village, Kilo 8, Effurun/Orerakpe Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 1922, Warri)

SOUTH AFRICA
Cape Town — 17 5t. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689-1529
Durban — Chatsworth Centre, Chatswarth 4030 (mail: P.0. Box 56003)/ Tel. +27 (31) 433-328
Johannesburg — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg
2000)/ Tel. 427 (011) 484-3273
Port Elizabeth — 18 Strand Fontein Rd., 6001 Port Elizabeth/ Tel. & Fax +27 (41) 53 43 30

OTHER COUNTRIES

Kampala, Uganda — Bombo Rd., near Makerere University (mail: P.0. Box 1647, Kampala)

Kisumu, Kenya —P.0. Box 547/ Tel. +254 (035) 42546

Marondera, Zimbabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.0. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 8877801

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box
82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairahi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Accevil/ Tel. +230 418-3955

ASIA
INDIA
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799004
Ahmedahbad, Gujarat —Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380054/
Tel. (079) 6749827, 6749945

® Allahabad, U. P. —161, Kashi Nagar, Baluaghat, Allahabad 211003/ Tel. 653318

e Katra, Jammu, and Kashmir —

*

Bamanbore, Gujarat — N.H. 84, Surendra-nagar District
Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560010/
Tel. (080) 332 1956
Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390021/ Tel. (0265) 326299 or 331012
Bhayandar, Maharashira — Shivaji Chowk, Station Rd., Bhayandar (West), Thane 401101/
Tel. (022) 8191920
Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751001/ Tel. (0674) 413517 or
413475
Bombay, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. (022) 6206860
Bombay, Maharashtra—7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400007/ Tel. (022) 3534078
Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 580006
Calcutta, W. Bengal —3C Albert Rd., 700017/ Tel. (033) 2473757 or 2476075
Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-8, 160036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 and
603232
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — 387,
VIGR Puram, Dr. Alagesan
Rd., 641011/ Tel. (0422)
445978 or 442749
Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari
Charali, Gauhati 781001/
Tel. (0361) 31208
Guntur, A.P. —0pp. Sivalayam,
Peda Kakani 522509
Hanumkonda, A.P. —Hegladri
Rd., Kapuwada, 506011/
Tel, 08712-77399
Hyderabad, A.P. —Hare Krishna
Land, Nampally Station
Rd., 500001/ Tel. (040)
592018 or 552924
Imphal, Manipur — Hare
Krishna Land, Airport
Road, 795001/ Tel.
(0385) 21587

Srila Prabhupada
Ashram, Srila Prabhu-
pada Marg, Kalka Mata
Mandir, Katra (Vashnov
IMata) 182101/ Tel. (01991) 3047
Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132118/ Tel. (1744) 32806 or
33529
Madras, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600017/ Tel. 443266
Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia
(mail: P.0. Box 10279, Ballyganj, Calcutta 700019)/ Tel. (03472) 45239 or 45240
or 45233
Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133
Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ Tel. (0712) 529932
New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110065/ Tel. {011) 6419701 or 6412058
New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110026/ Tel. (011) 5410782
Pandharpur, Maharashira — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413304/ Tel. (0218) 623473
Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800016/ Tel. {0612) 50765
Pune, Maharashtra —4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411001/ Tel. (0212) 667259
Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri/ (06752) 24502, 24594
Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 23740
Secunderabad, A.P. —27 St. John's Road, 500026/ Tel. (040) 805232
Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004
Siliguri, W. Bengal —Gitalpara, 734401/ Tel. (0353) 26619
Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891
Tirupati, A. P. —K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517507/ Tel. (08574) 20114
Trivandrum, Kerala —T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695014/ Tel. (0471) 68197
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182101/ Tel. (01992) 70298
Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338120/ Tel. (02692) 30796
Vrindavana, U. P. —Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist., 281124/ Tel. (0565) 442-478 or 442-355
FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimgan]
Chamorshi, Maharashira — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, Dis. Gadhachiroli, 442603
Hyderabad, A. P. —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Ta., R.R. Dis., 501401/ Tel. 552924
Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur

Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari (Vallabh-Vidyanagar, Gujarat, India)
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OTHER COUNTRIES
CGagayan de Oro, Philippines —
30 Dahlia St., llaya Carmen,
900 (cfo Sepulveda's
Compound)
Chittagong, Bangladesh —
Caitanya Gultural Society,
Sri Pundarik Dham,
Mekhala, Hathzari (mail:
GPO Box 877, Chittagong)/
Tel. +88 (031) 225822
Colombo, Sri Lanka — 185 New
Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel.
+04 (01) 433325
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra
Mohon Basak St., Bana-
gram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel.
+860 (02) 252428
+ Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road
South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel.
+852 7396818
lloilo City, Philippines — 13-1-1
Tereos St., La Paz, lloilo
City, lloilo/ Tel. +63 (033)
73391
Jakarta, Indonesia —P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel, +62 (021) 4899646
Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar, P. 0. Panjia, Dist. Jessore
Jessore, Bangladesh — Rupa-Sanatana Smriti Tirtha, Ramsara, P. 0. Magura Hat, Dist. Jessore
Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520)/ Tel. +977 (01) 290743

5ri Sri Radha-Gokulananda (Nova Gokula, Brazil)

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,

Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 780-7355, -7360, or -7369
Manila, Philippines — 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. +63 (02) 707410
Taipei, Taiwan — (mail: ¢/o ISKCON Hong Keng)
Tel Aviv, Israel — P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel. +972 (03) 5223718
Tokyo, Japan —1-29-2-202 |zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168/ Tel. +81 (03) 3327-1541
Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY
FARM COMMUNITIES
Indonesia — Govinda Kunja (cantact ISKCON Jakarta)
Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak
Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise) — 231 Pagsa-bungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/
Tel. +63 (032) 83254
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Cebu, Philippines — Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Govinda's, 16-1 Jalan Bunus Enam, Masiid India/ Tel. +60 (08) 7607355
or 7807360 or 7807369

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL
o Belém, PA — Almirante Barroso, Travessa Santa Matilde, 64, Souza/ Tel. +55 (091) 243-0558
# Belo Horizonte, MG — Rua Aristoteles Caldeira, 334, Pradoy Tel. +55 (031) 332-8460
@ Brasilia, DF —CLN 310, Bloco B, Loja 45, Terreo/ Tel. +55 (061) 272-3111
% Campos, RJ — Rua Barao de Miracema, 186, Centro
 Caruaru, PE—Rua Major Sinval, 180, 1" Andar
e Curitiba, PR — Al Cabral, 670, Centro/ Tel. +55 (041) 277-3176
o Florianopolis, S€ — Rua Laurindo Januario Silveira, 3250, Canto da Lagoa
o Fortaleza, CE — Rua Jose Lourengo, 2114, Aldeotal Tel. +55 (085) 264-1273
 Goiania, GO — Rua 244, 20 (esq. Av. Parananba)/ Tel, +55 (062) 224-9820
Guarulhos, SP— Rua Orixas, 1, Jardim Afonso/ Tel, +55 {011) 209-6669
Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setembro, 1599, Centro/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202
Petropolis, RJ — Rua do Imperador, 349, Sobrado
Porto Alegre, RS — Av. Basian, 396, Menino Deus/ Tel, +55 (051) 233-1474
Recife, PE — Rua Democlitos de Souza Filho, 235, Madalena
Ribeirao Preto, 8P — Rua dos Aliados, 155, Campos Eliseos/ Tel. +55 (016) 628-1533
Rio de Janeiro, RJ — Rua Barao da Torre, 199, apt. 102, Ipanema/ Tel. +55 (021) 267-0052
Salvador, BA — Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas/ Tel. +55 (071) 382-1064
Santos, SP — Rua Nabuco de Araujo, 151, Embare/ Tel. +55 (0132) 38-4655
 Sao Carlos, 8P —Ruz Emilio Ribas, 195
Sdo Paulo, SP —Av. Angelica, 2583/Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352
% $ao Paulo, SP— Rua Otavio Tarquino de Souza, 299, Congonhas/ Tel. +55 (011) 536-4010
FARM COMMUNITIES
* Autazes, AM — Nova Jarikandhal Tel, +55 (092) 232-0202
Caruaru, PE — Nova Vrajadhama, Distrito de Murici, CP 283, CEP 55000-000
Curitiba, PR — Nova Goloka, Planta Carla, Pinhais
Parati, RJ — Goura Vrindavan, Bairro de Grauna, CP 062, GEP 23970-000
Pindamonhangaba, SP — Nova Gokula, Bairro Ribeiro Grande, CP 108, CEP 12400-000/
Tel. +85 (012) 982-9036
e Teresopolis, RJ— Vrajabhumi, Canoas, CP 92687, CEP 25951-970

LR R oI

MEXICO
o Guadalajara — Pedro Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez/ Tel, +52 (38) 160775
Mexico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. +52 (5) 271-22-23
Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires
FARM COMMUNITY

% Guadalajara — Contact |SKCON Guadalajara

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Orizaba — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel, +52 (272) 5-75-25

PERU
Lima — Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel, +51 (014) 910891

@ Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores

Lima — Av. Garcilazo de la Vega 1670-1680/ Tel. +51 (014) 259523

FARM COMMUNITY
Correo De Bella Vista — DPTO De San Martin
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Cuzco — Espaderos 128
OTHER COUNTRIES
® Asuncidn, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Mariano R. Alonso 925, Asuncion/ Tel. +585 (021)
480-266

o Bogotd, Colombia — Calle 72, nro.20-60, Bogota (mail: Apartado Aereo 58680, Zona 2,
Chapinero)/ Tel. & Fax +57 (01) 2534529, 2482234
@ Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaequi 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 521-
5567, 523-4232
Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel, +57 (023) 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida Berlin, Quinta Tia Lola, La California Norte/ Tel. +58 (02} 225463
Chinandega, Nicaragua — Edificio Hare Krsna No. 108, Del Banco Nacional 10 mts, abajo/
Tel, +505 (341) 2359
Cochabamba, Bolivia — Av. Heroinas E-0435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070)/ Tel. & Fax +591 (042)
54346
Essequibo Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay, Essequibo Coast
Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Guatemala, Guatemala — Apartado Postal 1534

 Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 y 309420

Managua, Nicaragua — Residencial Bolonia, De Galeria los Pipitos 75 mis. norte (mail: P.0. Box
772}/ Tel. +505 242758

Mar del Plata, Argentina — Dorrego 4019 (7600) Mar del Plata/ Tel. +54 (023) 745688

® ontevideo, Uruguay — Gentro de Bhakti-Yoga, Mariano Moreno 2660, Montevideo/

Tel. +598 (02) 477319

Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No.1
{mail; P.0. Box 6-29-54, Panama)

Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, #19-36

# Quito, Ecuador — Inglaterra y Amazonas

Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556, (2000) Rosario/ Tel. +54 (041)
252630, 264243

San José, Costa Rica — Centro Cultural Govinda, Av. 7, Galles 1y 3, 235 mtrs. norte del Banco
Anglo, San Pedro (mail: Apdo. 166,1002)/ Tel. +506 23-52 38

San Salvador, El Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana (mail: P.0. Box 1506)/ Tel. +503 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +36 (02) 698-8044

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254/ Tel. (809) 686-5665

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Qrion Orive, Debe/ Tel. +1 (809) 647-3165

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada Ave. Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES

Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri) — Casilla de Correo No 77, 1727 Marcos Paz, Pcia. Bs. As.,
Republica Argentina

Bolivia — Contact ISKCON Cochabamba

Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/
Tel. 612688 en Cali

Costa Rica — Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de 1a entrada del Jardin Lancaster
(por Calle Concava), 200 metros al sur {mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apco. 156, 1002)/
Tel. +506 51-6752

Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaquil)

Ecuador (Giridharidesha) — Chordeleg (near Cuenca), Cassiga Postal 01.05.1811, Cuenca/
Tel, +593 (7) 255735

El Salvador — Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad

Guyana — Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Gusto Superior, Blanco Encalada 2722, 1428 Buenos Ajres Cap, Fed./
Tel. +54 (01) 788 3023

Cochabamba, Bolivia — Gopal Restaurant, calle Espaiia N-0250 (Galeria Olimpia) (mail: P. 0. Box
2070, Cochabamba)/ Tel. +591 (042) 26626

Gualemala, Guatemala — Callejor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola

San Salvador, El Salvador — 25 Avenida Norte 1132

Santa Cruz, Bolivia — Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1ero anillo), eso. Bolivar/ Tel. +591 (03) 345189

# Temples with restaurants or dining. Y New listing. e Revised listing.
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Narayana

(December 8-January 5)
JANUARY

1—Putrada Ekadast. Fasting from
grains and beans.

Month of Madhava
(January 6-February 4)

11—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one of the
six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

12—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayadeva Gosvami, a great
spiritual master and author of Gira-
govinda.

13—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Locana Dasa Thakura, a great
spiritual master whose Bengali
devotional songs perpetuate the
simple Krsna conscious method of
self-realization.

17—Trisprsa Maha-dvadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans for Sat-tila
Ekadasi.

24— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, one of
the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, a
Vaisnava spiritual master and author
who appeared in the seventeenth
century. Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Visnupriya Devi, the consort
ol Lord Caitanya.

26—Appearance anniversary of Sri
Advaita Acarya, an incarnation of
Lord Krsna’s expansion Maha-Visnu
and a close associate of Lord Cai-
tanya. Fasting till noon, followed by
[easting.

29—Disappearance anniversary of
Sripé(la Madhvacarya, a Vaisnava
philosopher and spiritual master
who appeared in the thirteenth
century.

30—Disappearance anniversary of

| Srila Ramanujacarya, an eleventh-
| century philosopher and spiritual

| FEBRUARY

| of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and

maslter.

31—Bhaimi Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Fasting till noon
for the appearance of Lord Varaha
(tomorrow).

1—Appearance anniversary of
Lord Varaha, Lord Krsna’s boar
incarnation.

2—Appearance anniversary of Lord
Nityananda Prabhu, a close associate

an incarnation of Lord Krsna’s elder
brother, Lord Balarama. Fasting till
noon, then feasting.

4—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Narottama Dasa Thakura, a spiri-
tual master in the disciplic line from
Lord Caitanya who composed many
devotional songs in Bengali.

Month of Govinda

(February 5-March 3)

9—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
the spiritual master of Srila A. C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the Founder-Acdrya of the Interna-

tional Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness. Fasting till noon, then feasting.

15—Vijaya Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

18—Sri Siva Ratri. the appearance
anniversary of Lord Siva.

19—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jagannatha Dasa Babaji, the
great devotee in the disciplic line from
Lord Caitanya who confirmed Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s discovery of
Lord Caitanya’s birthplace.

MARCH

I—Amalaki-vrata Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

2—Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Madhavendra Puri, the spiritual mas-
ter of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual master.

5—Sr1 Gaura Purnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sri Caitanya

| Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna Himself in

the role of His own devotee. Fasting
till moonrise, followed by feasting.

Month of Visnu
(March 6-April 4)

13— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s principal associates.

16—Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans,

24— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Réamanujacarya, a Vaisnava philo-
sopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the eleventh century.

28—Sri Rama Navami, appearance
anniversary of Lord Ramacandra.
Fasting till sunset, followed by
feasting.
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Vedic Thoughts

Devotional service of the Lord
that ignores the authorized Vedic literatures
like the Upanisads, Puranas, and
Narada-paricaratra is simply an unnecessary
disturbance in society.

—Srila Riipa Gosvami
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.101

L 2

May there be good fortune throughout
the universe, and may all envious persons
be pacified. May all living entities
become calm by practicing bhakti-yoga,
for by accepting devotional service
they will think of each other’s welfare.
Therefore let us all engage in the service
of the supreme transcendence,

Lord Sri Krsna, and always remain absorbed
in thought of Him.

'—Sﬁ Prahlada Maharaja
Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.18.9

*

Asa lamp in a windless place
does not waver, so the transcendentalist,
whose mind is controlled,
remains always steady in his meditation
on the transcendent self.

— Lord Sri Krsna
Bhagavad-gita 6.19

*

A a mass of clouds does not know the
powerful influence of the wind, a person
engaged in material consciousness does not
know the powerful strength of the time
factor, by which he is being carried.

~ —Lord Kapiladeva
Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.30.1

Spiritua] rasa [taste], which is relished
even in the liberated stage,
can be experienced in the literature
of the Srfmad—Bhégavaram due to its
being the ripened fruit of all
Vedic knowledge. By submissively
hearing this transcendental literature,
one can attain the full pleasure
of his heart’s desire.
—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

! Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.3, purport

L 2

A materialistic person,
thinking himself to be very advanced
in intelligence, continually acts for
economic development.

But again and again, as enunciated
in the Vedas, he is frustrated by
material activities, either in this life
or in the next. Indeed, the results
one obtains are inevitably
the opposite of those one desires.

) — S$ri Narada Muni
Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.7.4

L 4

One who has not listened
to the messages about the prowess
and marvelous acts of the
Personality of Godhead and has not
sung or chanted loudly the worthy songs
about the Lord is to be considered
to possess earholes like
the holes of snakes and a tongue
like the tongue of a frog.

E —Sri Saunaka Rsi
Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.3.20

Do you have Vedic thoughts you'd like to share? Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, PO. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615
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