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Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu (left), who is Lord Krsna Himself, descended to earth five hundred years ago
with His chief associate, Nityananda Prabhu, to teach the religion for the age—the congregational chanting of the
names of God. On M: T* this yee otees at Hare Krsna centers around the world will celebrate the
anniversary of Lord Caitanya’s appearance. Contact your local center for details.

*The date may var ne day in some parts of the world.
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FROM THE EDITOR

The Myth of Old Age

Bradley Stinkbrain, 73, is in the prime of his
life . . . and having the time of his life. Now,
you can too! Thanks to the amazing, new “anti-
aging” discoveries, enclosed . . .

NOT LONG AGO, someone in our community
passed along to me a magazine pitch she’d re-
ceived in the mail. On the front of the oversize
envelope, a headline announced—blue type
onabright green background—*0Old Age Isn’t
Natural.”

Andthere, bursting with good health, shone
Living Proof, our man Bradley, strong, relaxed,
his smile radiant, his hair a rich gray crown, his
tan body popping out of its little red swimsuit,
studio lights shining off well-oiled 73-year-old
muscles a man could envy at thirty.

And across the envelope, poised lightly,
brightly, sprightly on a chair, sat Penny Pink-
chip, 52, slim, young, smiling, and healthy,
ready at any moment for a round of tennis, a
dip in the pool, an afternoon of canoeing, a
quick jog around the park . ..

Was 1 going to break open the envelope for
my FREE Guide to 101 Ways to Reversing the
Aging Process?

Of course! Andinside, there were Bradley
and Penny and their friends—strong, vibrant,
energetic people, people in track shoes and
T-shirts and swimsuits and leotards, people in
their fifties and sixties, biking, hiking, and
LIVING life to its FULLEST.

“I thought 50 would be depressing,” says
Penny. “But I've never felt better! ‘Old age’ is
a myth.”

And that’s the myth the magazine they’re
pitching will dispel—with Energy Reme-
dies...Nutrition Remedies...Stress Remedies
. . . Fitness Remedies . . . Health Remedies
... Weight Remedies ... Pain Remedies. .. Age
Remedies. . .

“ALL those symptoms and problems can

be prevented or remedied. EASILY. This is
MY life—andIplantoliveittothe FULLEST!”

Well, bully for you.

But we think it’s all foolishness and your
magazine’s full of beans.

Old age is for real. It’s as real and natural
and sad and depressing as—should we say it
in the face of all those smiling, healthy, strong,
relaxed, vibrant young people in their fifties
and sixties? As real as death.

We saw it in New Orleans on a bumper
sticker:

“Eat right. Stay fit. Die anyway.”

Old age is a gift, all right: it’s your warning
that the next thing to hit you will be death.
And what are you going to do about death,
Bradley—wish it away?

Forgetthe Weight Remedy, Stress Remedy,
Age Remedy, Pain Remedy. What you need,
fella, is some Illusion Remedy.

Better than trying to make a picnic out of
old age is to face what it is—a drag. A colossal,
irreversible, incurable drag. And so is disease.
And death.

Andthat’s a powerful reason to get serious
and try tounderstand what these Cosmic Drags
are all about. We should ask ourselves, “Why
doThavetogetold? Why diseased? Why die?”

These are the real issues in life, and these
are the questions to which an intelligent per-
son must address himself. If we fail to ask
ourselves these questions, we may think we’re
living life to the fullest, but our brains are
running sadly close to empty.

Old Age Isn’t Natural? In the material
world, it’s as natural as the great outdoors. To
get to where old age isn’t natural, we have to
get beyond our material bodies and come to a
higher reality, a higher nature—our spiritual
nature. And that’s the reality we’re aiming at
in Back to Godhead.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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Letters

Krsna Conscious Home Programs

I would like to share with you the
benefits of Krsna conscious home
programs in the lives of my husband
and me. We and several other
householders who live in southern
California 30-50 miles from a temple
host these programs in our respective
homes every Saturday and enrich our
Krsna consciousness.

During the program we enjoy the
association of devotees with our
families and friends while engaged in
bhajanas, kirtanas, japa class, reading
from Bhagavad-gita, Bhagavatam,
and Caitanya-caritamyta, and conclud-
ing with @rati and accepting nice
prasadam.

Since 1990, my husband and I have
been very happy in improving our
Krsna consciousness through these
home programs. Both of us chant on
beads, offer cooked food to the Dei-
ties, and read Bhagavatam every day.

I would strongly recommend to
other householders that they join us
in fulfilling our spiritual master Srila
Prabhupada’s mission.

For more information call Svayam-
bhuva Dasa (310) 839-1572.

Sima Ghosh
Cerritos, California

EDITOR'S NOTE: For information on
home programs outside southern
California, get in touch with the Hare
Krsna center nearest you.

Mercy for the Deaf and Dumb

I read in the July/August issue about
the Krsna conscious program in
England for deaf people. What

Nirantara Dasa leads the chanting of Hare Krsna at a home program in southern

California.

concerns me is the plight of deaf and
dumb people. They cannot chant or
hear the mantra. Are these people
fallen souls with no hope to chant the
maha-mantra, or is there a way for
them to go back to Godhead? Does
ISKCON cater to deaf and dumb
people?

R. Ishwarlall

Durban, South Africa

OUR REPLY: Few ISKCON centers
have programs like the one in
England. But people who can’t speak
or hear can still associate with
devotees, read Srila Prabhupada’s
books, and render pure devotional
service. Those people can “hear” the
maha-mantra by reading it, and they

To serve you better
we've moved our subscription offices.

For any subscription-related inquiries, please call or write:

Back to Godhead Subscriber Services
P. O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046
Phone: (910) 871-3636 / Fax: (910) 871-3641
E-mail: subscriptions@iskcon.com
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| can chant it within the mind and get the

full benefit. Chanting out loud helps us
concentrate and gives other living
beings an opportunity to hear the
mantra, but one can become purified
even just by chanting the holy name
within the mind.

Also, the maha-mantra is a tran-
scendental sound vibration. So even
though one may not physically hear it
with one’s material ears, the sound still
penetrates and benefits the soul within.
So anyone can get the benefit of the
maha-mantra.

Offensive “Prayers”
I really enjoy the magazine and hold it

| in the highest respect. I like the

addition of “Vedic Thoughts.” I have a
question regarding the quote from Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura in

| the Sept./Oct. issue. He writes, “The

prayers of the impersonalists offend the
Lord more than denunciation by His
avowed enemies.” | thought people
who are devotional in prayer, even if
they don’t recognize Krsna as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, are
not offensive but just misguided. Why
are they more offensive than enemies
of Krsna?

Tamara Schaus

Los Angeles, California



OUR REPLY: The problem with the
impersonalists is that their prayers are
hypocritical. Whom are they actually
praying to? You can't pray to some-
thing impersonal. They may pretend to
pray to someone, even addressing him
as a person, but ultimately they think
that God is impersonal—that God has
no form, no qualities, no head, no face,
no hands. How can God be pleased by
the prayers of someone who thinks of
Him that way? If I want to please you
but I say, “Dear Tamara, you are
beautiful, but you don’t have a face—
in fact, you don’t have a form at all,”
will you like that? No. And God
doesn’t either.

Moving Toward Krsna

[ subscribe to the BTG magazine and
have been reading it for a few years
now. It has improved tremendously—
the presentation is good, and the
articles are inspiring.

I was converted to Christianity in
my late teens, but I gradually drifted
out of it after marriage because it
offered neither consolation nor
satisfactory solutions to the financial
and relationship problems I encoun-
tered. In the ensuing years, I attemp-
ted mind-control courses, psychic-
healing sessions, and also a couple of
meditational approaches. All these did
some good, but I found them lacking
after a period of time.

One day a friend introduced me to
the Bhagavad-gita. At that time my
concept of God was impersonal. So [
was not ready, there and then, to
accept all that he told me.

The fortnight that followed was
definitely one of bewilderment for me.
But one morning when [ woke up, my
first thought was *Man is made in the
image of God.” Consequently, I could
and can accept Krsna as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

Another important realization came
later. [ was taught that I am this body
and [ have a soul. It is an eye-opener
to learn and realize that I am a soul
and [ have a body. This has changed
my whole outlook on material life,
with its ups and downs, and has
brought about detachment to an

| appreciable degree. With Krsna’s
mercy I hope to advance from strength
to strength to nurture my devotional

service. Hare Krsna.
C. Chuah

Penang, Malaysia €

| We’d like to hear from you. Please
send correspondence to: The Editors,
Back to Godhead, P O. Box 430,
Alachua, Florida 32615, USA.
Fax: (904) 462-7893.
E-mail: editors@iskcon.com.

Srila Prabhupada’s

BOOKS ON TAPE

With Background Music and Sound Effects

Narrated by

Amala Bhakta Dasa

—Lokanatha

[or in 2 parts, $60 per part]
[or in 2 parts, $60 per part]

[or in 4 parts, $60 per part]

AN ISKCON LEADER SAYS...

“These recordings are first class. I listen to them daily.”
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 32 tapes .....cuvsvsnenene $116
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, 32 tapes (translations only) w.....eeeeesenen $116
S‘rimad—B!uEgavamm, 64 tapes (translations only) ......coevreneee

The Life of Lord Krsna, 16 tapes (Canto 10, trans. only) ....cceieneeess $55

Swami, Spiritual Master

sussntuereans 240

b

The Nectar of Devotion, 16 tapes $55
Teachings of Lord Caitanya, 16 tapes $55
Teachings of Queen Kunti, 10 tapes $39
Teachings of Lord Kapila, 10 tapes $39
A Second Chance, 10 tapes $37
Sri Isopanisad, 4 tapes $18
The Nectar of Instruction, 3 tapes $15
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 3 tapes (translations only) ... $15
Children’s Krsna Book, 8 tapes $32
By Other Authors
Lord Caitanya’s Pastimes—Vol. 1, 3 tapes $15
Hari-nama Cintamani, 4 tapes $18
Sarandagati and Gitavali, 3 tapes $15
Ramayana, 10 tapes $39
The Life of Tulast Devi, 3 tapes $15
How to Practice Krsna Consciousness at HOMe ..........ooovvvevvevinveninen. $5

Free catalog available upon request. Sample 32 min. tape: $2; non-US: $4.Visa/MC accepted.
Shipping/handling: add 7% of total value of order (minimum $3.00). Non-US airmail: 40 %;
Canada: 20%; Australia—Far East: 50%. Surface mail: 20%. California residents: add 8.25% sales tax.

KRISHNA PRODUCTIONS
P.0. Box 34241, Los Angeles, CA 90034
Phone/fax: (310) 838-4474
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Nothing
More
To Achieve

Pure love for God. is its own reward.

A lecture given in New York City, November 30, 1966
by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

daridrya-nasa, bhava-ksaya,—premera ‘phala’ naya
prema-sukha-bhoga—mukhya prayojana haya

“The goal of love of Godhead is not to become
materially rich or free from material bondage. The
real goal is to be situated in devotional service to
the Lord and to enjoy transcendental bliss.”

— Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 20.142

E SHOULD NOT EXPECT that by our

devotional service to Krsna our miser-

able material condition will improve, or

that we will be liberated from material entangle-
ment. Thinking in that way is a kind of sense
gratification. Yogis and jianis, or impersonalistic
speculators, try to become free from material en-
tanglement. But in devotional service there is no
such desire, because devotional service is pure
love. In pure devotional service one has no expec-
tation that “I shall be profited in this way.” Devo-

tional service is not a profitable commercial busi-
ness where one thinks, “Unless I get something in
return, I shall not practice devotional service in
Krsna consciousness.”

Lord Caitanya prays to Lord Krsna:

na dhanarm na janam na sundariri
kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye

mama janmani janmanisvare
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi

“0O my dear Lord, Jagadisa, supreme master of all
the worlds, I pray unto You that I do not want any
wealth, I do not want any number of followers, I do
not want a very nice wife.”

“Then what do you want?”

“My dear Lord, I may be put into any condition
of life, but please bestow this benediction: that I
may not forget You. That’s all. Due to my forgetful-
ness | am suffering so much. So if I can remember
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We may achieve something in the material world,
but that does not stop our desire
to achieve something more. | may achieve
millions of dollars, but that does not make me satisfied.
I want more—ten million dollars.

You, I don’t mind any condition.”

Janmani janmani means “birth after
birth.” Lord Caitanya does not even
want liberation. Lord Krsna says, mam
upetya tu kaunteya punar janma na
vidyate: “*One who reaches the king-
dom of God hasn’t got to come back
again.to take birth here.” But Lord
Caitanya does not even aspire to reach
the kingdom of God.

Lord Caitanya gives us the proper
understanding, confirming the teach-
ings of Lord Krsna. In the sixth chapter
of the Bhagavad-gita, while explain-
ing the yoga system Lord Krsna says,
vam labdhva caparam labhar manyate
nadhikarm tatah: *One who achieves the
perfection of yoga has no other desire
to achieve.”

We may achieve something in the
material world, but that does not stop
our desire to achieve something more.
I may achieve millions of dollars, but
that does not make me satisfied. I want
more—ten million dollars. And when
I get ten million dollars, then I desire
a hundred million dollars. But one
who possesses devotional service does
not think anything in the world more
valuable.

Krsna consciousness is not different
from Krsna. Therefore a Krsna con-
scious person possesses Krsna, and
what can be greater than Krsna? So a
Krsna conscious person is fully satis-
fied. And Lord Krsna further says,
yasmin sthito na duhkhena gurunapi
vicalyate: “One situated in Krsna con-
sciousness is not shaken despite the
severest type of miseries.”

A Krsna conscious person is steady
in allcircumstances. Prahlada Maharaja
was a great devotee even as a five-year-
old boy.

Prahlada’s atheistic father told him,
“Oh, you rascal boy. You are chanting
God’s name? Who is God? 1 am God.

Why don’t you chant my name? If you
don’t, then I shall throw you into the
fire.”

But Prahlada was steady. He said,
“Father, I cannot stop chanting.”

“You nonsense! You cannot? How
dare youspeak tome like this? Even the
demigods are afraid of me.”

“Oh, yes, father, I speak like this by
the mercy of the same person who al-
lows you to speak.”

“Oh, I don’t care for anyone’s
mercy ...~

Prahlada’sfather had so much wrath,
but Prahlada was steady. That steadi-
ness is one of the characteristics of a
pure devotee of the Lord. Even in the
greatest difficulty, even in the greatest
danger, he is not shaken; he is steady.
That is the perfection of yoga. And that
steadiness can be achieved easily by
Krsna consciousness.

So we should not aspire to improve
our material condition or to attain lib-
eration. To aspire in that way means we
have material desires. Some people say
that we must become desireless. But
because I am a living entity, desire can-
not be completely absent. So my desire
should be not to forget Krsna. That’s
all—that one desire. That is real desire.
And all other desires are foolish. We
cannot be desireless. but we should have
only bona fide desires.

I am part and parcel of the Supreme.
So if I desire to work in cooperation
with the Supreme, that is a natural de-
sire. That is desirelessness. In the ma-
terial condition, to desire to eat is
natural. As long as you possess a body,
you have to eat. No one will criticize
you for your desire to eat.

So desirelessness means to desire
the natural thing. To desire remem-
brance of Krsna is natural. Since I am
part and parcel of Krsna, how can I
forget Him? But somehow I have for-
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gotten Him, and my forgetfulness is the
cause of my many desires. And as soon
as [ desire Krsna, there will be no other
desire. That is desirelessness.

As part and parcel of the whole, we
get our highest pleasure by recipro-
cating with the whole. That reciproca-
tion we should aspire after. We should
not think that in Krsna consciousness
we should desire some material profit.

Inthe nextverse, Lord Caitanyasays:

veda-sastre kahe sambandha,
abhidheya, prayojana

krsna, krsna-bhakti, prema,—
tina maha-dhana

“In the Vedic literature, Krsna is the
central point of attraction, and His ser-
vice is our activity. To attain the plat-
form of love of Krsna is life’s ultimate
goal. Therefore Krsna, Krsna’s service,
and love of Krsna are the three great
riches of life.”

Now we aspire to possess something
material. But as this verse explains, we
should aspire to possess Krsna, to re-
ciprocate with Krsna, and ultimately
to love Krsna. In the material world we
see a reflection of love in the exchange
between two lovers. They don’t want
anything besides each other. He wants
her, and she wants him. But that rela-
tionshipis only a perverted reflection of
real love, which is reciprocated with
Krsna.

In the material world there is no
possibility of love. What is called love
is lust. But we call it love because it is

| a reflection of love. Love of Krsna is

real, and love in the material world 1s
unreal. Lust is like the shadow, and
love is the reality. There is gulf of dif-
ference between the shadow and the
reality.

A devotee is not anxious for libera-
tion, because he is liberated in his



intimate connection with Krsna. One
cannot be in intimate touch with Krsna
unless one is liberated. So liberation
and intimate connection with Krsna are
the same thing. Lord Krsna says:

yvesam tv anta-gatam paparm
jananam punya-karmanam

te dvandva-moha-nirmukta
bhajante marm drdha-vratah

What is the translation?
Devotee [reading]: “But those men of
virtuous deeds whose sin has come to an
end, freed from the delusion of duali-
ties, worship Me steadfastly avowed.”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So to worship
Krsna steadfastly means one is liber-
ated from delusion. Thatis called mukti.
One who still has some doubt—*“Why

shall I worship Krsna?"—isstillin delu- |

sion, and the reactions of his sinful life
are not finished. If one has aslight doubt,
that means there is still a slight tinge of
sinful reaction. One free from all sinful
reactions has no more duality. Duality
means thinking, “Shall I stick to the
process of Krsna consciousness ornot?”
One free from sinful reactions has firm
faith—"*Yes! Krsna worship is the final
goal.”

One who worships Krsna is already
liberated. For example, if a man is sit-
ting on the bench of the high court, it is
to be understood that he has passed all
the educational requirements and is a
good lawyer. There is no need to ask
whether he has passed his M.A. or his
law examination. Similarly, if one is
strictly in Krsna consciousness, it is to

Advertisement

be understood that he is liberated.
The definition of liberation is given
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam: muktir
hitvanyatha rapam svariipena vyava-
sthitih. We each have different concep-
tions of life. I have one idea, you have
another idea, and another person has
another idea. Mukti means to be free
from these different ideas and be situ-
ated in our constitutional position.
And what is our constitutional posi-
tion? We are part and parcel of the
Supreme, Krsna. Then what is our
duty? The duty of the part is to serve
the whole. Your hand is part of your
body, and its duty is to serve the body.
Similarly, because you are part and
parcel of the Supreme, your duty is to
serve Him. You have no other duty.
One who understands this point firmly
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We now think, "'l am this matter.
I have got so many duties within the material world.”
In Krsna consciousness you change
that thinking— "No, I belong to Krsna.
| am part and parcel of Krsna; therefore my whole energy

and with conviction is liberated.

Now, someone may ask, “Oh, how
can you say such a person is liberated?
He goes to the office. He dresses like an
ordinary man. What do you mean he is
liberated?”

But does mukti mean that a person
must dressdifferently or have four hands
or eight legs? No. All that is required is
a change of consciousness. Krsna con-
sciousness means achange of conscious-
ness. We now think, “I am this matter. I

have got so many duties within the ma- |

terial world.” In Krspa consciousness
you change that thinking—*No, I be-
long to Krsna. I am part and parcel of
Krsna; therefore my whole energy
should be used for Krspa.”

That kind of thinking is Krsna con-
sciousness. Now I apply all my energy
tothe material conception of life. When
[ apply my energy—transcendental en-
ergy—to Krsna, | am liberated.

Therefore a pure devotee of Krsna
does not hanker after mukti. Bilva-

mangala Thakura, a great devotee of |

Krsna, says, muktih svayam mukulitan-
jalih sevate ’sman: “Oh, the mukti lady
stands with folded hands and asks, ‘My
dear sir, what can I do for you?”” And
the devotee doesn’t care. “Oh, what can
you do for me? I don’t want your help.”

Bilvamangala Thakura lived for
seven hundred yearsin Vrndavana, and
he became a great devotee of Krsna.
The story of his life is instructive.

In the beginning of his life Bilva-
mangala was animpersonalist. He wasa
South Indian brahmana, avery richman,
and very sensuous. He had an ongoing
relationship with a prostitute. He was
so devoted to the prostitute that even
while attending his father’s funeral he
was asking the priest, “Please make

should be used for Krsna.”

haste. I have to go. I have to go.”
After the ceremony Bilvamangala

took very nice food in a bag and left for

the prostitute’s house. When he came

out of his home, it was raining in tor- |
rents. But he didn’t care about the rain. |

He had to cross a river, but there was no
boat. Even though the waves were furi-
ous, he swam across the river.

The prostitute thought, “Oh, it is
raining, so he may not come.” So she

blocked the door and went to sleep.
When Bilvamangala came to the
house, he saw that the door was locked.

It was still raining. To pull himself over

the wall into her courtyard, he grabbed
a snake. Just see how intensely he was
attached to the prostitute.

When Bilvamangala went to the pros-
titute, she was astonished.

“Bilvamangala, how do you dare
come here like this?”

So he described his journey. “Yes. I
did this, I did this, I did this, I did this.”

Cintamani, the prostitute, said, “My
dear Bilvamangala, you have such in-
tense love for me. If you had the same
love for Krsna, how sublime your life
would be!”

“Oh, yes. You are right.” Her words
struck him. He left at once.

He began to travel to Vrndavana,
but he became attracted to a woman on
the way, and he followed her. She be-
longed to a respectable family. When
she arrived at home, she told her hus-
band, “This manis following me. Please
ask him what he wants.”

The husband asked Bilvamangala,
“My dear sir, you appear to be a
very nice gentleman and to belong to
a very aristocratic family. What do
you want? Why you are following my

wife?”
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Bilvamangala said, “Because | want
to embrace her.”

“Oh,youwanttoembrace her? Come
on. Embrace her. You are welcome.”

The brahmana told his wife, “He is a
guest. He wants to embrace you and
kiss you. So please decorate yourself
nicely so that he may enjoy.”

The woman followed her husband’s
instructions.

When Bilvamangala came inside
before the woman, he said, “My dear
mother, will you kindly give me your
hairpins?”

“Yes. Why?”

“I have got some business.”

Then he took the hairpins and pierced
his eyes—*"“Oh, these eyes are my en-
emy.” He became blind. He thought,
“Now no more shall I be disturbed.”

Then he went to Vrndavana, and he
performed penance and austerities
there. Krsna as a boy came to him.

“Oh, my dear sir, why are you starv-
ing? Why don’t you take some milk?”

“Who are you, my dear boy?”

“I am a cowherd boy of this village.
If you like, I can give you milk daily.”

“All right.”

So Krsna supplied him milk. There
was friendship between them.

And Bilvamangala has written,
“Bhaktiis such that muktiis nothing for
me.” In other words, he thinks, “When
Krsna comes to supply milk, oh, then
what is the use of mukti?”

Yousee? That’s a great soul—Bilva-
mangala Thakura. It is worth remem-
bering his name. He has written a nice
book, Krsna-karnamrta, a very authori-
tative book. Lord Caitanya found the
book 1n South India, and He recom-
mended that all His devotees read it.

Thank you very much. B



HERE ARE TWO WORLDS, the

material world and the spiritual

world. Great liberated devotees
can experience the spiritual world,
even while in their present bodies.
When Uddhava, Krsna’s chief associ-
ate in Dvaraka, was fully absorbed in
the transcendental ecstasy of love of
God, he actually forgot all about the
external world. Srila Prabhupada says,
“The pure devotee lives constantly in
the abode of the Supreme Lord even
in the present body, which apparently
belongs to this world. The pure
devotee is not exactly on the bodily
plane, since he is absorbed in the
transcendental thought of the Su-
preme. . . . A living entity can live
either on the material plane or in the
transcendental abode of the Lord, in
accordance with his existential
condition.”

Srila Ripa Gosvami draws the
metaphor of a plant. The seed of
devotion to Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is already
present in the heart of every living
entity, but when the living entity
comes in contact with a pure devotee
the seed is awakened and begins to
grow. Then as the living entity
continues to water the seed with
hearing and chanting about Krsna, the
plant sprouts and grows through the
limits of this universe and into the
spiritual world. By hearing from
Srimad-Bhagavatam, we gain faith in
and realization of the spiritual reality.
In other words, we can live either in
the spiritual world or in the material
world, depending on our existential
condition.

In the Bhagavatam, Uddhava’s
ability to live in the spiritual world
while in his physical body is described.
Vidura, another great devotee of
Krsna, was on pilgrimage when he
came upon Uddhava and inquired
from him about Krsna. Vidura asked
many questions—about creation,
about the position of the living entity,

LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

Between Two Worlds

t by Satsvartipa Dasa Goswami

| engages in real

about the position of God, and so
on—but he was particularly keen to
hear Uddhava talk about Krsna, the
Lord of the Yadu dynasty. At the
mention of Krsna, Uddhava became
fixed in thought of Krsna. Not that
Uddhava wasn’t already remembering
Krsna, but Vidura'’s questions served
as a catalyst to intensify his remem-
brance. Love of God is not static.
Although the ocean of spiritual love is
not troubled by the waves of material
miseries, it has its own waves, which
constantly intensify a devotee’s
remembrance of love of the Supreme.
At first, Uddhava was unable to
speak due to his ecstasy. “Uddhava
had all the transcendental bodily
changes due to total ecstasy, and he
was trying to wipe away tears of
separation from his eyes. Thus Vidura
could understand
that Uddhava had
completely
assimilated
extensive love for
the Lord.” In
Vidura’s presence,
Uddhava experi-
enced the eight
types of ecstatic
symptoms, but
Uddhava’s ecstasy
wasn’t only due to
remembrance of
Krsna's sweetness
or His greatness:
Uddhava actually
traveled to the
spiritual world.
The spiritual
world is not
allegorical. It does
not exist only in
the heart of a
devotee. It is a real
place where Krsna

pastimes with His
associates. A pure
devotee can leave

this material world and go to the
spiritual world to associate with the
Lord because these different worlds
exist.

I can give an example from Prabhu-
pada’s life: In 1966 Prabhupada said
that when he was in India he would
hear about America and think it a
vastly different place. “But now that I
have come, I see that it is just the same
as India. I see the same moon, the
same sun, and the people are not that
much different. Even in the park I see
the squirrels are the same.” (One lady
who was listening said, “No, the
squirrels in America are much bigger
than the squirrels in India.” Prabhu-

pada said, “That I admit, that I
admit.”) Prabhupada’s point was that
no matter where we go in the material
world it will be about the same but the

Uddhava, apuredevotee of Lord Krsna, served Him intimately
during the Lord’s presence on earth. When asked by Vidura to
speak about Kysna, Uddhava went into an ecstatic trance.

MARCH / APRIL 1995 « BACK TO GODHEAD 11

yg 4q du

esec] eleapeie



spiritual world is completely different.
The spiritual world is full of ecstasy
and eternality; the material world is
full of misery and anxiety. Even if we
travel to another country in the
material world, we are in anxiety
about where we will stay, what we will
eat, and whether we will be robbed of
our money. The spiritual world is
anxiety-free.

A devotee can go to the spiritual
world, even while on the human
plane. How this happens can only be
understood by experience. What sent
Uddhava to the spiritual world?
Vidura asked him to speak about
Krsna.

Again, we can draw an example
from this world. If we meet someone
from another country where we’ve
never been and ask that person to
describe his homeland, he may close
his eyes and enter a kind of trance of
remembrance. He may even cry
because he misses his home. That
person has actually gone home by his
remembrance. Similarly, when
Uddhava thought of Krsna and
remembered serving Him, Uddhava
was able to go home, to the spiritual
world, to be with Krsna.

What about us? Can we go to the

spiritual world? We go there by
gradual increments when we hear and
chant about Krsna. By our participa-
tion in Krsna consciousness, we make
a radical break with the material
world and begin to experience the
existence of a different world. Srila
Prabhupada used to say that the Hare
Krsna temples are not in Los Angeles
or London but in the spiritual world.
They are in the spiritual world
because “the existential situation” is
worship of Krsna.

All devotees want to get out of the
material world, and we hope we will
at the time of death. But we should be
changing ourselves now, even while
living in these bodies. Don’t invest
your love or your energy in the
material world. Concentrate on the
spiritual world. Eat food offered to
Krsna (spiritual food). Transform

| your body with that spiritual food,

and your mind by hearing about the
spiritual energy. Learn the science of
devotion to God in the spiritual
world, and your emotions, intellect,

| and body will all be transformed into

spiritual energy.

When I first joined ISKCON in
1966, I had a strong impression of the
two worlds, the material and the

spiritual. It was very early in my
attendance at the storefront temple,
and I hadn’t yet given up all my bad
habits. One night I was at the store-
front with Prabhupada and the
devotees, and by taking part in the
chanting and in hearing Prabhupada’s
lecture I felt part of the spiritual
world. It was vastly different from my
experience of living on the Lower East
Side and indulging in the nightlife with
my friends. As I kept attending
Prabhupada’s evening program, that
spiritual feeling stayed with me. And
when the program was over I would
walk out into the night and feel like I
was entering the material world. But
when [ finally surrendered to Prabhu-
pada, I felt like I was leaving the
material world forever. This experi-
ence is common among devotees. We
can just as easily experience the bigger
difference between the two worlds
when we go from the material world to
Goloka Vrndavana.

Uddhava’s experiences are amaz-
ing, and they are the proof that the
spiritual realm exists. We can glimpse
his experience in our own lives. Living
in the material world means living for
the senses—eating, sleeping, mating,
and defending. The conditioned soul

No

A notice for devotees
who would like to live in Vrindavan.

Now you have the opportunity to enjoy, for the rest of your life,

the privilege of staying in the Bhaktivedanta Ashram whenever

you visit Vrindavan—or when you retire.

The Ashram is being built by the Mayapur—Vrindavan Trust,
founded by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

This new development is being built on one of the last large par-
cels of land in Raman Reti, just behind and adjacent to ISKCON's
Krishna-Balaram Mandir complex. It is set back off the main road in
a quiet neighborhood of temples, kitirs, and trees—a place where
peacocksroam. More than half of the 2/2-acre property within Raman
Reti will be beautifully landscaped with mango, tamal, champa, ka-
damba, and neem trees. The gardens will include jasmine flowers, spa-
cious green lawns, brick walking paths, benches, sandstone gazebos
(chatris), and a variety of fragrant and colorful creepers and flowers.

You can obtain a lifetime (betnam) license to these accommoda-
tions for pilgrimage use or retirement. Various plans to fit your budget
and needs are available.

For more information, you can get in touch with: Kirtiraja Dasa, Mayapur—Vrindavan Trust, P. O. Box 1445, Alachua, Florida
32615, USA. Phone: (904) 462-5803, fax: (904) 462-5810.
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tries to enjoy these four activities, but
the result is always suffering. That’s
because the material world is only full
of perverted pleasure. We are in such
ignorance that we don’t even know
what real happiness is. s
Devotees don't indulge in sense
gratification. In the beginning of
devotional service we may still have a
taste for the material world, but by our
higher intelligence, and by the force of
the guru’s order, we refrain from
pursuing our material desires. This is
called vaidhi-bhakti. First come the
rules and regulations, then assimila-
tion of and steadiness in the spiritual
principles, then pure love of God. By

LORD KRSNA’S CUISINE

avoiding illicit sex, meat-eating,
intoxication, and gambling, we begin
to enter the spiritual world. That is, we
no longer live in the material world;
we live in the spiritual world, in a not-
fully-realized way, a hopeful but
going-through-the-motions way. When
we become actually fixed in devotional
service, we will begin to taste real
spiritual life, and we will fall in love
with Krsna and His abode. Then
everything material will be forgotten.
Mundane or atheistic psychologists
will say that devotees avoid the
material world out of fear or frustra-
tion or a sense of failure, but devotees
avoid the material world because

there is a spiritual world. Uddhava did
not feel imaginary feelings or undergo
imaginary ecstatic transformations.
We are aspiring to experience what
Uddhava experienced. A saintly
person lives in this world but is not of
this world. A devotee invests every-
thing in the spiritual reality, and
eventually he finds himself back in the
spiritual world, never to return.

| Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami travels
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of more than two dozen books, includ-
ing a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada.

COOKING CLASS: LESSON SEVENTEEN

Milk

by Yamuna Devi

IKE THOSE WHO become lifetime
gardeners from a first harvest, I
fell in love with cows and milk

some twenty years ago, when I got my
first chance to take care of a cow.
Fresh from a four-year stay in India, I
ended up with a small group of
devotee women in Oregon'’s idyllic
Rogue Valley. I wanted to keep living
the Indian-village way of life, centered
on the land, the cow, and the temple,
so along with kirtana and cooking
came tilling and fencing. We even had
a white Swiss-style barn, its walls
decorated with stenciled designs and
Sanskrit mantras.

Our Guernsey cow was born on
the day that marks the passing of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, Srila
Prabhupada’s guru. We named her
Bimala Prasad, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s
original name. The doe-eyed calf was
sweet-tempered and beautiful, with a
silky coat of fur and a delicate brown
mouth. Two years later Bimala was a
regal half-ton cow with a new calf at
her side. She began giving an astound-
ing 4% gallons of milk a day.

The ambrosial white liquid bore
little resemblance to the variety

bought in stores in paper and plastic
containers. It was one of the purest
ingredients I had ever used in a
kitchen, full of subtle energy and
outstanding flavor. After working with |
it daily for three years, | began to l
realize why this sattvic food (food in |
the mode of goodness) has long been
valued as potent leverage for longev-
ity and physical strength.

Milk in an Ayurvedic Diet

For decades we in the West have
been encouraged to drink or serve
ice-cold milk at meals, or on its own
as a pick-me-up. No wonder savvy
health-conscious people today link
milk with allergies, digestive prob-
lems, and high fat and cholesterol. In
India’s Ayurvedic tradition, milk is a
liquid food and most beneficial when
consumed properly. To aid in diges-
tion, the Ayur Veda recommends
boiling milk three times and then
serving it hot, warm, or cool, but
never ice cold.

People with a lactose intolerance
find milk hard to digest. For some it
tends to create mucus or congestion.
If milk disagrees with you, try adding

The Miracle Food

a slice of fresh ginger or a tiny pinch
of turmeric to the milk before boiling
it, and before you drink it sweeten it
to taste with honey or raw sugar.
Taken at night, hot ginger-milk calms
the mind and nourishes the body.
Adding cardamom to hot milk helps

| reduce its mucus-forming properties.

A teaspoon of ghee in hot milk at
bedtime helps relieve constipation.

Yogis and transcendentalists have
long regarded milk as brain food.
Many times Srila Prabhupada men-
tioned that milk nourishes the finer
tissues in the brain for cultivating
spiritual life. Like many in India, he
sipped hot milk from a silver cup, a
practice that further promotes
strength and stamina. Confirming my
experience, others who cooked for
Prabhupada have said that he re-
quested milk a few ways—plain,
slightly sweetened with honey or
crushed rock-sugar, and on occasion
prepared using the almond milk
recipe below.

Milk Products
The type and quantity of dairy
products in a healthy diet depend on
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i o
ALMOND MILK 1 gallon milk French-Herb Cheese
¥ cup fresh lemon or lime 2 tablespoons each: chives,
(One serving) juice, or 1 teaspoon citric parsley, tarragon, and
acid in ¥ cup hot water minced chervil
Srila Prabhupada sometimes re- Y2 teaspoon herb salt
quested this milk. Nandlal Pareek,a  Poor the milk into a large heavy- 2 teaspoon cracked white
teacher of classical Vaisnava music, bottomed pot. If desired, add the pepper
recommends it for maintaining a ingredients for one of the optional
good throat and a powerful voice. ~ variations listed below. Bring the Jalapeno-Ginger Cheese
The Ayur Veda recommends it for ~milk to a rolling boil, stirring fre- ¥ cup finely chopped cilantro
increasing energy. In America or- quently. Remove from the heat, 1 tablespoon minced, seeded
ganic milk is available under the and gently stir in the lemon juice. jalapefio chili
Horizon label, available at larger 1f the milk does notat once separate | tablespoon grated fresh ginger
supermarkets. into whey and white cheese. place ¥ teaspoon herb salt
the milk momentarily over the
10 raw almonds, soaked heat. Oriental Sesame Cheese
overnight and peeled Drape a double thickness of 2-3 tablespoons toasted sesame
1 cup milk cheesecloth over a colander resting seeds
a pinch of ground cardamom in a sink. Using a slotted spoon, Y3 cup minced fresh parsley
and freshly ground black  transfer the large curds to the colan- 1 teaspoon toasted cumin seeds,
pepper der; then pour the whey and smal- crushed
1-2 teaspoons honey ler cheese bits through it. Gather
the cheesecloth ends and rinse  Country-Vegeiable Cheese
Combine the almonds and scupof ~ the cheese under warm running Vi cup each: finely diced carrots,
milk in a blender and process until ~ water. celery, and red, green,
fairly smooth. Add the remaining To make panir or chenna, drain and yellow bell peppers
milk and the cardamom and pep- the cheese overabowl for 6 hoursin 3 tablespoons chopped fresh
per. Process on high for 3-4 min-  a cool place or until it weighs about parsley or mixed herbs
utes. Bring the milk to a boil three 1 pound (for panir) or 1% pounds ' teaspoon cracked black pepper
times. Sweeten. Offer to Krsnahot.  (for chenna). Alternatively, place a
5-pound weight over the wrapped  Mint—Fennel-Seed Cheese
S cheese and press to the desired Y4 cup finely chopped mint
PANIR CHEESE WITH weight on a slanted board. Store the > tablespoon toasted fennel
FLAVOR VARIATIONS cheese, tightly covered, in a refrig- seeds
erator for up to 1 week. Y4 teaspoon crushed red-pepper
(Makes about 1 pound of panir or flakes
14 pounds of chenna) Variations: > teaspoon herb salt
N —

your age, constitution, and power of
digestion, and the season, but as a rule
of thumb two cups of milk or milk
products is sufficient, more for youths
and active men.

In a Vedic diet, aside from plain
milk, three milk products are promi-
nent—yogurt and yogurt cheese, an
unripened fresh cheese called panir or
chenna, and ghee or butter. I devoted
my last column to butter and ghee. In
this one we shall briefly explore the |
other two milk products. '

An experienced Indian cook can
prepare thousands of dishes featuring
yogurt or fresh cheese. If you are
following the cooking class series
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using the textbook Lord Krishna's
Cuisine, you will find verbose (I
confess) but infallible information on
making and using yogurt and fresh
cheese. Read well and then cook.

Yogurt and Yogurt Cheese

Yogurt is nothing but milk trans-
formed into solid curds by adding a
live culture. Though twenty years ago

| few people ate it daily, today it is

popular for all ages. Some good
commercial yogurt is available, both
organic and biodynamic. It is conve-
nient when time is short. But I prefer
homemade yogurt—for freshness,
quality, and economy. A creative cook

1995

can use yogurt in place of higher-fat
products such as cream, butter, and
sour cream.

Fresh Panir and Chenna Cheese

I hope that fresh panir (cheese
curds) will one day be as available and
as popular as tofu. In India fresh panir
is available commercially, though it is
so easy to make at home that many
prefer to do it that way. Whether
known as panir in India or fromage
blanc in France, it is wonderfully
versatile and does not disintegrate or
melt when sauteed or pan-fried. Like
tofu, it lends itself to a wide usage and
in fact can be used in place of tofu in



many international vegetarian
entrées. In my latest cookbook,
Yamuna's Table, 1 came up with
several entrées that use panir and tofu
interchangeably—good recipes for
entertaining or special holiday meals.

In India the cheese is called panir
when pressed of excess whey, and
chenna with a higher whey content.
Milk transformed into fresh cheese is
considered a protein, and like other
proteins in the diet you don't need
much of it. Four ounces per person
goes a long way in a stir-fry, casserole,
or chunky tomato-vegetable sauce,
though it is so good some aficionados
have trouble stopping at portions
three times that size.

If you have never sampled this
cheese, at least try the recipe below
and use it in your favorite dishes
instead of tofu. Readers following the
classes should try one of the many
classic uses for panir or chenna in the
textbook. Made with whole milk, in-
fused chenna is a cross between Italian
ricotta and French boursin, delicious
served on crackers, good bread,
toasted capatis, or seasonal crudités.

' Recommended Reading

The activities of the Supreme Lord
Sri Krsna serve to highlight the impor-
tance of the cow and its milk products.
Krsna appears as the son of cowherds
and, along with all of the residents of

Vrndavana, eternally engages in
wonderful pastimes focusing on
herding and enjoying the by-products
of cows. Whether you are a newcomer
to this cuisine or a seasoned hand, take
time out to read passages from
Prabhupada’s book Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Absolutely
guaranteed to be rewarding.

Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning cookbooks Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine; The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna's
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post and Vegetarian
Times. Write to her in care of Back to
Godhead.

PART 1

According to Vedic civilization, a
qualified ksatriya monarch is given the
same respect as the Lord because he
represents the Lord by giving protec-
tion to the prajas [citizens]. Modern
elected presidents cannot even give
protection from theft cases, and
therefore one has to take protection
from an insurance company.

—Srila Prabh upada, Srimad-

Bhagavatam 3.6.31, Purport

EDIC SOCIETY takes a different

approach to crime control than

modern society. Today’s meth-
ods are “reactive” and rely on
advanced technology, whereas the
Vedic methods stress sociological and
spiritual programs intelligently
designed to prevent crime from
happening in the first place.

Because [ live in America, I'll talk
about fighting crime here. But since
crime is a worldwide problem, much
of what I say applies everywhere.

The Iron Triangle

If crime is a problem in America,
the problem is not for a lack of
spending to fight crime. Just to run

THE LAND, THE COWS, AND KRSNA

Protection by the Government

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

our prisons costs $25 billion a year.
According to David C. Anderson, an
authority on criminal justice and other
urban issues, the total yearly cost of
fighting crime, including trials,
incarceration, and police salaries, is
about $74 billion.

What is the result of this immense
expenditure? In “The Crime Funnel,”
an article in The New York Times
Magazine (12 June 94), Anderson
explains that for the 35 million crimes
committed in the U.S. each year (25
million of them serious), 3.2 million
people are arrested, 1.9 million are
convicted, and only 500,000 actually
go to prison. So, as Srila Prabhupada
suggests, potential victims of crime
get little benefit from the govern-
ment’s expensive efforts at crime
control.

But other groups do benefit. In a
front-page Wall Street Journal article
entitled, “Making Crime Pay™ (12
May 94), Paulette Thomas describes
the business and political interests
who profit from the crime industry:

Americans’ fear of crime is creating
a new version of the old military-
industrial complex, an infrastruc-
ture born amid political rhetoric

and a shower of federal, state and
local dollars. As they did in the
Eisenhower era, politicians are
trying to outdo each other in stand-
ing up to the common enemy; com-
munities pin their economic hopes
on jobs related to the buildup;

and large and small businesses
scramble for a slice of the bounty.
These mutually reinforcing interests
are forging a formidable new

“iron triangle” similar to the
triangle that arms makers, military
services and lawmakers formed
three decades ago.

And even though the vast majority
of crimes go unpunished, the article
says, “the U.S. already has the highest
percentage of its population behind
bars of any nation in the industrial-
ized world—about 1.4 million
people.”

Ironically, unemployment, a big
contributor to crime, also fuels
enthusiasm for more prisons. For
example, a New York Times article,
“Residents of Dying California Town
See Future in a Prison” (8 May 94),
explains how residents of a struggling
California lumber town pin their
economic hopes on building a
maximum-security prison at the base
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of beautiful Mount Shasta.

What is the meaning of a system of
crime control treatment that does
almost nothing to protect victims but
makes businesses wealthier and
politicians more powerful? What is
the meaning of a society where '
citizens are so desperate for work that
they pray a prison will move into the
neighborhood?

Surely such a society must be
insane. What is the alternative to this
insanity? We can learn a lot from the
Vedic social model.

Whom to Protect

In the Vedic society, crime control
focuses not so much on clever ways to
catch and incarcerate the bad guys but
on whom to protect. In the Vedic
model, potential victims are never
forgotten in multi-billion-dollar
“crime fighting” crusades.

And who are the first to be
protected? Srila Prabhupada lists five
groups and explains the importance of
their contribution to society:

In the glorious days before the
advent of the Age of Kali, the

brahmanas, the cows, the women,
the children, and the old men were
properly given protection.

1. The protection of brahmanas
maintains the institution of varna
and dsrama, the most scientific
culture for attainment of spiritual
life.

2. The protection of cows maintains
the most miraculous form of
food, i.e., milk, for maintaining
the finer tissues of the brain for
understanding the higher aims of
life.

3. The protection of women main-
tains the chastity of society, by
which we can get a good genera-
tion for peace, tranquility, and
progress of life.

4. The protection of children gives
the human form of life its best
chance to prepare the way of
liberty from material bondage. ...

. The protection of old men gives
them a chance to prepare them-
selves for better life after death.

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.8.5,
Purport

Ln

If all these groups are free from
fear and harassment, they can
contribute their full productive and

creative potential in society. Then
society will be peaceful and virtually
crime free. If none of these groups
is protected—as in today's society—
how can there possibly be anything
but increasing anarchy and
violence?

So how does Vedic culture protect
these valuable members of society?
Does it use high-tech blinding foam?
Smart guns? Spiked barrier strips?

In Vedic society, providing defense
begins with the brahmanas, the
intelligentsia. But instead of working
as material scientists researching a
new laser gun, the intellectual
brahmanas work as spiritual scientists
researching the scriptures. Their aim:
to properly guide society’s leaders in
varnasrama, the scientific division of
society for spiritual advancement.

As we shall see next time, spiritual
sociology—rather than material
technology—is the first line of defense
in protecting society from crime.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, is co-editor of the
newsletter Hare Krsna Rural Life.

S THIS DARK AGE progresses,
so does the philosophy of
automatic spiritual enlighten-

ment. In bookstores, seminars, and
certainly in the literature of profes-
sional educators and psychologists,
we learn that children are best left to
their own devices. Parents, teachers,
and society may have to invest some
moments here and there of “high-
quality time,” but basically if we leave
our children alone they will find the
right path. As some put it, the more
we help our children, the more they
are likely to go in the wrong direction.
Such ideas come wrapped in the
blanket of attractive language, woven
with some threads of half-truths. We
hear that “forcing” children to do
what is right will make them bitter, or
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that “imposing” our ideas on them will
stifle their intellectual development. A
large “unschooling” movement in
America and Europe propounds: “No
formal education.” Any attempt at
formal learning, you see, will destroy
the child’s natural interest, creativity,
and ultimate knowledge. Better the
child not read until thirteen, they say,
than risk not liking to read.

How did we arrive at this modern
point of view? According to the
ancient Vedic perspective—the
original perspective—childhood, when
the soul’s material desires from
previous lives are held somewhat in
abeyance, is an opportunity best used
for spiritual training. Then, when the
desires come out in youth, the soul is

| prepared to transcend them for a

BACK TO GODHEAD » MARCH/ APRIL 1995

SCHOOLING KRSNA'S CHILDREN

Pay the Price

by Urmila Devi Dasi

higher goal.

The soul is by nature all-good and
full of knowledge. But because the
soul now identifies with the body, the
soul’s goodness is covered. Seeing
only the external covering, Western
religionists in the Middle Ages
depicted humans as inherently evil.
Western education for hundreds of
years, therefore, aimed at repressing
what educators called “the child’s
sinful nature.” Children were taught
they were sinful, despicable beings
whose only chance at goodness came
from harsh discipline and adherence
to dogma.

But because the soul, covered
though he may be, is all-good, an
educational philosophy of repression
could not last. As the humanism of



the Renaissance gradually challenged
the stiff doctrines of the Middle Ages,
educators turned 180 degrees.
Children are pure, innocent, and
good, the humanists said. Their bad
tendencies arise from negative
teachings about sin and guilt. Remove
those concepts, leave the child alone,
and he will achieve material and
spiritual peace and happiness.

But why subscribe to either of
these one-sided views? What is
needed is a dedication to training that
removes rather than represses a
child’s artificial material leanings.

Training children is certainly more
trouble, in the short run, than letting
them make their own moral and

HAVE RECEIVED the following
letter:

My problem arises from my attempt
—or rather my eagerness—to love
and serve Lord Krsna. It must be a
typical situation, really: my parents
want me to marry a wealthy young
man and enjoy material benefits,
and I want to practice spiritual life.
For my part, I haven't helped calm
them down, because ['ve been so
excited about my visits to the
temple and I've talked a lot about
the Lord and the purpose of life.
Now I have to keep my visits to the
temple top secret. How can [
practice bhakti-yoga at home in the
light of all this? I'm attached to my
parents and don’t want to hurt
them. At the same time, I want to
love Krsna.

Sincerely,

Amba

As I reply, my first consideration is
Amba’s Krsna consciousness—
whatever may happen at her home or
whatever agreement or disagreement
she reaches with her parents.

I write: *“You should know that
devotional service is transcendental to
material circumstances. Nothing can
check it. A vivid example is Prahlada

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Devotional Service "'in Secret”

by Rohininandana Dasa

philosophical choices from as early an
age as they can manage. Talking
theology with children is certainly
more trouble than putting them in
front of the television. Getting the
children up to worship with the family
before sunrise is certainly more
trouble than letting them sleep.
Running a gurukula or teaching at
home is certainly more trouble than
sending children to the free govern-
ment schools. And teaching children
the details of devotional practices—
which seems a never-ending job—is
certainly more trouble than letting
them coast along as they please.

But although training a child is
troublesome in the beginning, as the

Maharaja. You can read in the
Seventh Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam how, as a five-year-old
boy, he cooperated with his father—
who was completely inimical to Krsna
consciousness—by going to school
and otherwise obeying his father. But
at the same time he fully carried on
with his Krsna consciousness. Abso-
lutely nothing, not even the possibility
of death, could impede the steady
flow of Prahlada’s remembrance of
Lord Krsna.

“You may not be able to imitate
Prahlada Maharaja, but as his father
could not restrict Prahlada’s thoughts
and feelings, your parents cannot
restrict yours. Your parents may
impose physical restrictions on you,
but they can’t really interfere with

| your inner world.

“The Vedic scriptures say that the
essence of all instruction is to always
remember Krsna and never forget
Him. So try to see every aspect of
your daily life in relationship to
Krsna. Feel a thrill each moment as
you connect with Krsna by seeing how
everything is happening under His
direction, and how all that is beautiful
and wonderful—and all that is
frightening too—is but a spark of His

child’s actual self emerges the parents
become more and more joyful and
satisfied. On the other hand, whatever
pleasure we get from taking the
seemingly easy way is quickly replaced
with the frustration of a child who
cannot understand self-realization.

Urmila Devi Dasi was initiated in 1973
and has been involved in ISKCON
education since 1983. She, her husband,
and their three children live at the
ISKCON community in Hillsborough,
North Carolina, where she runs a
school for children aged 5-18. She is
the main author/compiler of Vaikuntha
Children, a gurukula classroom
guidebook.

splendor. Try to see how all that you
do—from breathing to eating to
working to playing to loving—can be
done as an offering to Krsna.

“Besides remembering Krsna, you
can rise early and have your own
regular spiritual program, or sadhana.
You can go on a daily walk while you
chant Hare Krsna on your beads.
When walking with disciples early in
the morning, Srila Prabhupada would
sometimes say that the joggers were
doing their physical exercise and we
are doing our spiritual exercise.

“You can also offer all your food to
Krsna. If you are prevented from
offering it openly, you can mentally
say prayers of offering. such as. "My
dear Lord, I offer this to You,” and
then chant Hare Krsna.

“The Nectar of Devotion tells of a
devotee who was unable to serve
Krsna as elaborately as he desired, so
he practiced meditating that he was
making grand. royal devotional
offerings. At times in my own life I
have applied this idea. Once I was ill
with a fever, and another time [ was in
a prison cell, arrested for ‘obstructing
the footpath’ as I tried to sell Srila
Prabhupada’s books. Both times |

| meditated on the entire morning
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program at the temple. I sang, offered
arati, chanted japa, danced in a
kirtana, gave a class—all in my mind.
[ look back on those experiences as
very important for me in my spiritual
development.

“So if you want to serve Lord
Krsna and practice bhakti-yoga at
home or in any other circumstance,
you can—if for no other reason than
it is your eternal right.

“Although devotional service is
our rightful ‘inheritance’ from our
supreme father, Lord Krsna, still, as

prodigal children we chose to turn our

backs on Him and enter the material
supermarket to purchase its illusory
wares. We may now be coming to our
senses and getting sick of paying the
high price of repeated birth and
death, but we can’t expect Krsna to
hand us our freedom on a silver
platter, gratis. Srila Prabhupada says
that Maya tests us to see il we are

serious in our commitment to Krsna
consciousness. Do we really want
to be Krsna's devotee? Sometimes the
fire of adversity may help us decide.
“Perhaps your particular circum-
stance will ultimately prove greatly
beneficial to you. Perhaps you will
become increasingly determined to
practice Krsna consciousness and to
become a pure devotee. Many stories
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam—in fact
most of them—depict a devotee
facing a circumstance that is difficult
or painful. It is not surprising that in
this world, where most of us are
determined to forget Krsna, practic-
ing devotional service to Him is often
fraught with difficulties. Devotees,
however, by their devotion to Lord
Krsna, eventually come out of any-
thing with flying colors. They know
the art—which we can also learn—of
using absolutely any circumstance in
Krsna’s service. Even amidst great

hardship they are always free.

“The sense of spiritual freedom is so
valuable to a devotee that he or she
may come to welcome hardship. Queen
Kunti, the mother of the five Pandavas,
prayed that all the calamities she had
faced would happen ‘again and again,’
because the calamities gave her more
chances to be with Krsna. So never
despair. Sooner or later things will
work out.

“Lord Caitanya once instructed
someone in a situation similar to yours,.
A young man named Raghunatha
desperately wanted to leave home to
join Lord Caitanya. His parents were
horrified at the idea of Raghunatha’s
leaving home and, seeing his determi-

| nation, employed ten people to guard

him. His parents even considered
binding him with ropes. They married
him to an exquisitely beautiful girl and
provided him with vast riches. They
reasoned that if these things couldn’t
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tie him down, nothing could. But
Raghunatha could think only of
getting away. He tried again and
again, but was always caught.
“Eventually Lord Caitanya visited
Raghunatha’s neighborhood.
Raghunatha begged his parents on
the plea of his life to allow him to
spend a little time with the Lord.
Seeing his utter earnestness, and
being devotees themselves, they gave
their permission. Raghunatha was
so happy to be with Lord Caitanya
and serve Him that he began to think
of cheating his parents and not

PART 1
The Beginning of Good Fortune

WO GUYS see a Hare Krsna.
One thinks it dumb; the other
thinks it interesting.

Why is that?

Adau sraddha. One guy has
sraddha; the other guy doesn’t.

Sraddha means “faith.” Not
“Amen, I believe” faith, but respect.
Faith really means respect. When you
respect something, you can trust it,
believe in it, put your heart into it.
Faith implies a lot more than just
respect, but first and foremost faith
means respect.

If you respect something, you find
it interesting. You want to read about
it, hear about it, find out about it. A
person with a trace of respect for God
or the saintly finds the sight of a Hare
Krsna slightly interesting; he wants to
know what Hare Krsnas are all about.

The kid with sraddha finds Hare
Krsnas interesting. The kid without
Sraddha couldn’t care less.

But why does one kid have sraddha
and the other not?

Sukrti. “Good deeds.”

What kind of good deeds lead to
sraddha? Deeds done for the All-
Good, acts of service to the Supreme.

So service to the Supreme (sukrii)
leads to respect for the Supreme

STRAIGHT TALK

From Ignorance to Bliss

by Vraja Kishor Dasa

returning home as agreed.

“Understanding Raghunatha’s
mind, Lord Caitanya advised him, ‘Be
patient and return home. Don’t be a
crazy fellow. By and by you will be
able to cross the ocean of material
existence. . . . But for the time being
enjoy the material world in a befitting
way and do not become attached to it.
Within your heart you should always
keep yourself very faithful, but
externally you may behave like an
ordinary man. Thus Krsna will soon
be very pleased and reveal to you how
you may be delivered from the

(Sraddha).

Service and respect are naturally
linked. The servant respects the
master. Of course, in this world the
respect is usually just a facade—the

| “master” is a jerk, and the “servant”

just wants a paycheck. But still,
respect and service are intrinsically
linked. And if you serve people who
really are admirable, you’ll develop
strong respect (Sraddha) for them.
That’s unavoidable.

Why does one kid have sraddha?
Because he unknowingly did some
service to the Supreme in this lifetime
or in previous ones.

How does someone unknowingly
perform an act of transcendental
service? Well, suppose someone
already loves God and is engaged in
His divine loving service. That person
may engage others in such service
without their even knowing it. For
example, Prabhupada sent Hare

| Krsnas into the streets to chant God’s

names. When someone hears the
chanting, that’s devotional service
because Krsna likes it when we hear
His names. And if someone remem-
bers the chanting, that’s service too.
So why does one kid have sukrti?
Why did he get the chance to do some
service unknowingly? It was simply
the causeless mercy of a devotee.
That’s all. For no apparent cause, the

clutches of Maya. . . . If one has
Krsna’s mercy, no one can check him.’
(Caitanya-caritamprta, Madhya-lila,
Chapter 16)

“I know it may not presently be
easy for you, Amba, but try to see the
plusses of your present circumstance.
Take advantage of them to go forward
in your resolve and deepen your
spiritual life.”

Rohininandana Dasa lives in southern
England with his wife and their three
children. Write to him in care of Back
to Godhead.

devotee kindly engaged that kid in
divine service. That’s how his good
fortune begins.

Devotion comes from a devotee
(bhakti comes from a bhakta). So
devotion ultimately has no cause
other than itself. Devotion is caused
by devotion. It is causeless, absolute.

We have found the root of all good
fortune, and we have traced the way it
sprouts.

Devotion gets a person serving the
Supreme. And by engaging in service
he naturally engages others (without
their knowledge). They then develop
a fragment of sraddha—faith (re-
spect). Having that faith, when some
kid in New Jersey sees a Hare Krsna
hanging what look like pink bed
sheets on a clothesline, he thinks,
“Weird. I wonder what that’s all
about.”

Commence now on the journey
from ignorance to bliss.

In the next article we’ll come to
the first landmarks on the journey:
from Sraddha o sadhu-sanga (associa-
tion with devotees) to the outskirts of
bhajana-kriya (devotion in practice).

Vraja Kishor Ddsa joined the Hare
Krsna movement four years ago. He
and his band, 108, are based at
ISKCON's temple in Towaco, New

Jersey.
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ANY INDIANS want to come
to America or the West. The
scientific progress of Western

civilization and the obvious comforts,
luxuries, technology, and efficiency
afforded by modern science attract
people. Are these amenities purely
material distractions? How should the
fruits of progress be used?

Historian Charles A. Beard in his
book A Century of Progress suggests
that progress “implies that mankind,
by making use of science and inven-
tion, can progressively emancipate
itself from plagues, famines, and social
disasters, and subjugate the materials
and forces of the earth to the purposes
of the good here and now.”

Srila Prabhupada, however, ex-
plains progress differently: “Material
advancement of civilization means
advancement of the reactions of the
threefold miseries.” That is, miseries
from other living beings, miseries from
Mother Nature, and miseries from
one’s own body and mind. “There are
many calamities like excessive heat,
cold, rains or no rains, and the after-
effects are famine, disease, and epi-
demic. The aggregate result is agony
of the body and mind. Manmade
material science cannot do anything to
counteract these threefold miseries.
They are all punishments from the
superior energy of maya under the
direction of the Supreme Lord.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.14.10, Purport)

But how can this be? Advancement
in science adds to our sufferings? But
there are so many obvious comforts.
Diseases have been eliminated,
damage from natural catastrophes
minimized. and so many mechanized
luxuries produced.

Srila Prabhupada gives the answer
with the example of an equation. In
solving a mathematical equation, if the
first step is done wrong, no matter how
well we may do the rest, we are just
going further away from the right
answer. In the same way, modern
society has done the first step wrong

INDIA’S HERITAGE

Should We Reject Modern Science:

¥l by Ravi Gupta

by accepting the self as the body. So by
trying to make perfect arrangements
for the body and neglecting the spirit
soul, society is going further away
from the truth and degrading itself.

No matter how hard science may
try to subdue the forces of nature,
Mother Earth sends greater calamities
and leaves us baffled. We stamp out
one disease, and a new, more danger-
ous one appears. Identification with
the body makes us want to secure as
much as possible for ourselves and our |
families, communities, and nations.
This selfishness ultimately leads to
wars. Because of neglecting the
Supreme Lord, we suffer.

So should we give up scientific
advancement and go back to living

| without computers and cars? Beard

says, “When critics and scoffers, writ-
ing under soft lamps, or lecturing for
fees to well-fed audiences, in comfort-
able rooms electrically lighted, ven-
ture to speak of an alternative, they
can only offer a return to agriculture
and handicrafts. . . . Are we merely to

| surrender the tractor and return to the

steel plow? Why not the wooden
plow? Or better still, to the forked
stick hardened by fire? In the process
of retreat are surgery and dentistry to

| go into the discard? . .. The problem is

not one of retreat, but of ends and
methods, of choices and uses.”

The perfect use of modern technol-
ogy lies in the service of Krsna.
Instead of throwing material conve-
niences away, we must use them for
Krsna. This is andha-pangu nyaya, the
logic of the blind man and the lame
one. Though India has a rich spiritual
culture, she is lame in material
progress, and though the West is
materially progressive it is blinded by
the glamour of materialism and can’t
see the real goal of human life—self-
realization. But if the blind person
takes the lame on his shoulder, the
lame can direct and the blind may
walk, and both may work successfully.
India is the land of dharma, the land
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where Krsna appeared and all the
Vedic knowledge was stored. Indians
have a natural inclination towards
Krsna consciousness. So if India pro-
vides the spiritual vision for materially
advanced America, then human so-
ciety can peacefully work in the proper
direction for spiritual advancement.

| This was Prabhupada’s vision, to unite

the East and West. He knew that since
India is hankering after Western
technology, if he made the West Krsna
conscious then India (and the world)
would follow. He said he was bringing
Sita, the goddess of wealth, back to
Rama, the Supreme Lord, by using
wealth in the Lord’s service.

Srila Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati
Thakura employed this principle of
vukta-vairagya, using the material
energy in the service of the energetic,
Krsna. Later Srila Prabhupada, on his
spiritual master’s instruction, crossed
the ocean to spread Krsna conscious-
ness. When people asked him why he
wore watches, traveled in cars, and
flew in planes, Prabhupada replied that
he didn’t own a thing—everything
belonged to Krsna, and Prabhupada
was using everything in Krsna’s service.

When we use everything in Krsna’s

| service, whatever we use is spiritual-

ized. Prabhupada gave an example.
When a thief steals your money he will
spend it, and if you had kept it you
would have spent it. So either way it
would be spent. Why then is he a
criminal? Because your money should
be spent for your purposes and he has
diverted it for his purposes. Similarly,
everything belongs to Krsna, so when
we use it for Krsna we are acting
spiritually, but when we use it any
other way we are acting materially and
we are thieves. So when we change the
focus of science from serving the body
to serving Krsna, we straighten out the
equation of civilization.

Ravi Gupta, age twelve, lives at the

Hare Krsna center in Boise, Idaho, run
by his parents.
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MAHABHARATA

The History of Greater India

Bhima Fights

The Man-Eater

Having escaped one calamity, the Pandavas and their mother

now face the dangers of the jungle.

Translated from Sanskrit

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

The sage Vaisampayana is telling the his-
tory of the Pandavas to their great-grand-
son, King Janamejaya. As the Mahabharata
continues, the Pandavas and their mother
have escaped the burning house of lac, and
Bhima is leading—and sometimes carry-
ing—his mother and brothers through the
Jungle.

HIMA OUICKLY moved through

the jungle, O king, his powerful

thighs sending the trees and thick-
ets whirling about, stirring up winds that
blew like the summer blasts in the months
of Suci and Sukra. Mighty Bhima made
his own road by shattering branches, flat-
tening creepers and lordly trees, tearing
out bushes that entered his path, and de-
molishing the forest giants that grew from
the earth and gave their fruits in the sky.
Immeasurable was Bhima’s prowess, and
as he went crashing through the forest,

his speed and force left the Pandavas dizzy
and dazed.

More than once the Pandavas swam
across wide rivers. On land they assumed
disguises. fearing Duryodhana, the son of
Dhrtarastra. When the going was rough—
on treacherous land and up the banks

| and mountain slopes—Bhima carried his

glorious mother, whose body was most
delicate.

Asevening settled in, those bulls of the
Bharata race came to a corner of the vast
forest where the fare of roots, fruits, and
even water was scarce and where the birds

| and beasts were cruel and ghastly. Grim

was that twilight. Horrible birds and beasts
roamed all about, all directions fell blind
with darkness, and unseasonable winds
howled.

Afflicted with fatigue, thirst, and irre-
sistible sleep, the Kauravyas could go no
farther. Then, carrying the others, Bhima,

[llustrations by Puskara Dasa
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Bhima and the Raksasa attacked each other with sheer power and displayed extraordinary prowess.



best of the Bharatas, entered a vast and
frightening forest where no man lived.
He moved quickly to the shelter of a
wide and charming banyan tree, where
he placed down all the family.

Bhima said, “I shall search for water
here. My lord Yudhisthira, all of you
should now rest. Water-going cranes
are crying out their sweet songs, so [
think there must be a large reservoir of
water in this area.”

“Go ahead!” said the eldest brother.

Bhima went to the place where the
water birds were crying out. There, O
king, he drank good, clean water and
bathed. Then with his upper cloth he
gathered up drinking water for his fam-
ily. He quickly returned the distance of
several miles, eager to bring water to his
mother. Seeing his mother and brothers
sleeping on the bare ground, Vrkodara

L L S - ” v&- 2 u
As Bhima and Hidimba talk, her vicious brother finds them and burns with

[Bhima] was filled with unhappiness,
and he grieved for them:

BHIMA’S LAMENT

“How ironic that in Varanavata my
motherandbrotherscould not fall asleep
on the most costly beds and now they
sleep so soundly on the bare ground.
Behold this lady, Kunti. Her brother
Vasudeva crushed the hosts of wicked
enemies. Kunti, the daughter of King
Kuntibhoja, is glorified by all the marks
of divine and noble birth. She is the
daughter-in-law of Vicitravirya and the
wife of the great soul Pandu. She has
always slept in palaces, and she shines
like the bright whorl of the lotus. She is
the most delicate of women, and by all
rights she deserves the costliest bed-
ding. Just see her now so unfairly lying
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s

rage.

on the dirt of the earth! She bore her
sons from the god of justice, from the
king of heaven, and from the Wind,
and now that same innocent woman lies
exhausted on this bare land.

“What could be more heartbreaking
forme than this—that  must now watch
my own brothers, tigers among men,
sleeping here on the empty ground?
Whatever kingdom may be in the three
worlds, this king, Yudhisthira, deserves
toruleit, foritis he who knows the Law.
How can that very king lie here ex-
hausted on bare ground like a most
wretched and vulgar man? And Arjuna,
who has no equal among men in this
world, whose divine hue is dark like a
bluish rain cloud—he too lies here on
the empty land like a wretched person.
Whatissadder than this? And the twins,
endowed with beauty like that of the



The wicked giant said, “After a long time,
some food has come that I really like.
My mouth is watering with relish, and my tongue is licking
my lips. Finally I can sink my eight
deadly razor-sharp teeth into juicy, fleshy bodies.”

celestial Asvins—they too rest on the
hard surface of the earth as if the poor-
est of men.

“A man who has no biased and
scheming relatives to disgrace his fam-
ily lives very happily in this world, like
atree thatstands alonein a village. That
single tree, full of leaves and fruits,
becomes sacred to the village, and be-
cause it stands alone, without a jungle
of relatives, the people honor and
revere it.

“Of course, those who have many
courageous relatives and who are de-
voted to religious principles also live
happily in this world. free of distress.
Powerful, prosperous people who love
and take care of their friends and family
live by helping and depending on one
another, like trees in a noble forest.

“But Dhrtarastra and his wicked son
have driven us out of our home. Some-
how, by the instruction of Vidura, we
were not burned to death. And here we

are under the shelter of a tree. What |

direction shall we take, now that we
have come to the worst trouble of our
lives?

“I seem to make out a city not too
far from this forest. Someone had bet-
ter keep guard while the others sleep,
so I myself shall stay awake. My mother
and brothers will drink water later,
when they awaken and are rested and
relaxed.”

Thus making up his mind, Bhima
guarded his family throughout the night.

HIDIMBA, THE MAN-EATER

Not far from the forest where the
Pandavas slept lived Hidimba, a Rak-
sasa, a monstrous creature who preyed
on human flesh. He made his home in a

huge Sala tree and possessed great |

power and might. His deformed fea-
tures were hideous. He had bright yel-
low eyes, a gaping mouth with saberlike
teeth, and an insatiable lust for human
flesh. Afflicted by hunger, he was roam-
ing the night when he happened to spy
from a distance the sleeping Pandavas
and their mother. Shaking his head, its
hairs harsh and grizzly, and scratching it
with his fingers pointed upward, the
Raksasa opened wide his great mouth
and yawned, looking again and again
toward the sleeping princes.

The wicked giant, who preyed with

| terrible strength on human flesh, smelled

the aroma of human meat and said to
his sister, “ After a long time, some food
has come that I really like. My mouth is
watering with relish, and my tongue is
licking my lips..Finally I can sink my
eightdeadly razor-sharp teeth into juicy,
fleshy bodies. I shall step over these
human necks and rip open the jugular
veins, and then I shall drink lots of hot,
foaming blood. Go and find out who
they are, sleeping so confidently in the
forest.

“The aroma of human meat is very
strong, and it gives me great pleasure.
Go kill all those humans and bring me
their bodies. You have nothing to fear
from them, for they sleep in my domain.

Wesshall very nicely prepare the meat of

those humans, and then we shall feast
together. Quickly, do what I say!”
Obeying her brother’s order, the
Raksasimonster, jumping fromone tree
to another, went swiftly to where the
Pandavas slept, O best of the Bharatas.
Arriving there, she saw the Pandavas
and their mother, Prtha, sleeping on the
ground, and she saw the invincible
Bhimasena standing guard over them.
But when she saw Bhimasena standing
as tall and sturdy as the trunk of a Sala

tree and incomparably handsome, the
Raksasi desired him.

“Thatdark, handsome man has pow-
erful arms, shoulders like a lion, and a
body that seems to glow. His neck is
thick and precious like a conch shell,
and hiseyes are like the petals of a lotus.
He is fit to be my husband! I shall never
execute the cruel order of my brother.
The love a woman feels for her husband
is much stronger than her friendship
with a brother. If T kill these people, my
brother and I will be satisfied for an
hour or so, but if I don’t kill them I shall
enjoy forever.”

Able to change her body at will, the
Raksasi then took the form of a gor-
geous human female, adorned herself
with celestial ornaments, and very
slowly, like a bashful creeper, ap-
proached the mighty-armed Bhimasena.

Hidimba smiled at Bhima and said,
“Where have you come from, noble
man, and who are you? Who are the
men who sleep here as handsome as
gods? And who is this very delicate
woman, tan and luminous, who hascome
here to the forest with you and lies
sleeping as securely asif she were in her
own house? She doesn’t know that the
wild jungle is inhabited by Raksasas
and that a most wicked Raksasa named
Hidimba dwells in this very place. That
evil Raksasa is my brother, and he sent
me here because he wants to eat the
flesh of all of you, O divine one. But
when I look upon you, as handsome as
a child of the gods, I desire no one else
for my husband. I tell you the truth.

“Now that you know this, please treat
me properly. My mind and body desire
you, so accept me as I have accepted
you. O innocent one, be my husband,
and I shall save you from that man-
eating Raksasa. Then, O mighty-armed,
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His hairs standing on end, the mighty demon stood
so tall that his body bruised the clouds.
Repeatedly throwing around his mighty arms,
he smashed his palm with his fist, and he ground together
the sharp fangs that lit his hideous face.

we shall live together, with the moun-
tains as our citadel. I can fly through
space and wander where I will. Come
withme,and discover pleasure you have
never known before!”

Bhimasena said, “My dear Raksasi,
what man would abandon his mother,
an older brother, and younger brothers
like these when he has the power to
protect them? How can a man like me
hand over his sleeping brothers and
mother as food for the Raksasas and go
off pining for romance?”

The Raksasi said, “Whatever you
like I shall do. Wake them all up. and I
shall gladly save all of you from the
man-eating Raksasa.”

Bhimasena said, “O Raksasi, my
brothers and mother are peacefully
sleeping in these woods, and I will not
wake them all up out of fear of your
wicked brother. O timid one, O lady of
lovely eyes, neither Raksasas, humans,
Gandharvas, nor Yaksas can withstand
my prowess. Either go or stay, good
woman. Do as you like, or send at once
your man-eating brother, my thin
beauty.”

THE MAN-EATER’S
CHALLENGE

Noticing that hissister had been gone
for a long time, Hidimba, lord of the
Raksasas, descended from his tree and
went to hunt the Pandavas. His arro-
gant bulging eyes were red with rage.
His hairs standing on end, the mighty
demonstoodsotall that hisbody bruised
the clouds. Repeatedly throwing around
his mighty arms, he smashed his palm
with his fist, and he ground together the
sharp fangs that lit his hideous face.

Seeing that awful monster coming to
attack them, his sister Hidimba was

e o o

terrorstruck and said to Bhimasena,
“He’s going to attack! He’s a wicked
man-eater, terribly cruel. You and your
brothers must do exactly as I say. I have
all the strength of the Raksasas, and I
can go anywhere at will. Climb onto my
hip, my hero, and I will take you away
through the skyways. Please, mighty
one! Wake up your sleeping brothers
and your mother, and I will take all of
you and flee through the celestial sky.”

shapely one. He is nothing in my pres-
ence. O thin-waisted lady, I shall kill
him before your attentive eyes. This
degraded Raksasa is no match for me,
my timid one. Why, not even all the
Raksasas combined can withstand my
pressure in battle. Just look at my bulg-
ing arms, as wide as elephant trunks, my
thighs, as tough as iron beams, and my
hard, massive chest. Lovely lady, do not
insult me by thinking I am an ordinary
human being, for you will sece now,
shapely one, that I am equal in prowess
to Indra.”

Hidimba said, “I am not insulting
you, O tiger of men, for I see that you
are as handsome as a god. But I have
also seen the havoc wrought by this
Raksasa upon human beings.”

O Bharata, as Bhimasena and
Hidimba were thus speaking, the man-
eating Raksasa heard Bhimasena’s
words and flew into a rage. Hidimba
then saw that his sister had assumed a
human form, with a garland atop her
head and a face as lustrous as the full
moon. Her nose, hair, and eyebrows
were all exquisite, her skin and nails
most delicate. She was dressed in very
thin garments and adorned with all sorts
of jewelry. Seeing her in such a charm-
ing human form, the man-eater sus-
pected her of lusting after a man, and
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this only fanned the fire of his wrath.
In full fury the Raksasa bulged out

his huge eyes at his sister, O noble

Kuru, and rebuked her, “Who is this

| fool who obstructs me when I'm hun-

ery? Hidimba! Are you so bewildered
and deceived that you do not fear my
rage? Damn you, shameless woman!
Lusting after men! You disgust me, for
you bring infamy to all the Raksasa

| lords who have come before us. Taking
Bhimasena said, “Do not fear, |

the side of these humans, you have un-
kindly offended me. I shall at once kill
all of them, and I shall kill you too!”

Having spoken thus, Hidimba, his
eyes red with rage and furiously gnash-
ing his teeth, rushed upon Hidimba to
kill her. Seeing this, mighty Bhima, best
of fighters, shouted in a menacing voice,
“Halt! Stand right there!”

BHIMA’S INSULTS

Seeing the Raksasa raging at his sis-
ter, Bhimasena laughed and said to him,

| “Why should you wake up these people

sleeping so peacefully? Come and at-
tack me, you stupid man-eater. Hurry
up! I've done youno wrong. You are the
offender, but at least try your blows on
me and don't strike a woman.

“You stupid Raksasa, it is you who
are the infamy of your family. This girl
is an innocent child, and she could not
help desiring me, for she was moved
by the god of love who dwells within
her body. By your command she came
here, and upon seeing my God-given
beauty she desired me. This shy woman
does not defile your family. The fault
was committed by Cupid, and when [
am standing here, you wicked Raksasa,
you are not going to strike a woman.
Let’s come together, man-cater, one
on one, and I shall send you now to the



abode of Yama, lord of death.

“Now, Raksasa, 'm going to pound
your head into the ground till it shatters
as if smashed by the foot of a mighty
elephant. Let the vultures and jackals
be happy to drag your body on the
earth, for this very day I shall slay you in
battle. For too long you have defiled
this forest, devouring innocent men, but
now in one moment I shall free the
forest of its painful pest.

“Even though an elephant is as big
as a hill, a powerful lions kills it and
drags it over the land. So today your
sister will see you killed and dragged by
me across this earth. When I slay you, O
disgrace of the Raksasas, the men who
live in this forest will wander here free
of harassment.”

Hidimba said, “Whalt is all your use- |

less roaring and boasting, son of man?
First do all that you say and speak with
action! Don’t go on forever bragging in

vain. You think you are strong and in-
vincible, but you will now learn in battle
that I am stronger than you. You offend
me with your words, you fool, but I
promise that I will not slaughter these
people sleeping here so happily until T
have first slaughtered you. But when
I have drunk the blood of your limbs,
then I shall slay these others, and I
shall murder this woman who dares
disgust me.”

THE DEADLY FIGHT

Having thus spoken, the man-eater

'\ grasped his own arms and with terrible

fury rushed upon Bhimasena, the slayer
ofenemies. Asthe demon rushed, swing-
ing his deadly fist, Bhima, of frightening
prowess, swiftly caught and held the
Raksasa’s arm and laughed at him. As
the Raksasastruggledin Bhima’smighty
grasp, Bhima dragged him eight bow-

g

Bhima fumed with indignation and pulverized the demon against the hard ground, slaughtering him like a sacrificial animal.

lengths from that spot as easily as a lion
drags a petty animal.

Held in the mighty grip of Pandu’s
son, the furious Raksasa wrapped his
arms around Bhimasena and screamed
out in a terrifying voice. Again power-
ful Bhima dragged him on the ground
and said, “I don’'t want this noise to
wake up my sleeping brothers.”

Bhima wanted to fight, and the two
of them attacked and dragged one an-
other with sheer power. Both the
Raksasa and Bhima demonstrated ex-
traordinary prowess, breaking giant
trees and tearing apart the toughest
jungle vines as furiously as two mad-
dened bull elephants that have grown
mighty for sixty years.

Awakened by the great sound of the
battle, the Pandavas and their mother
opened their eyes and saw the lady
Hidimba standing before them.

Seeing the superhuman beauty of
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Bhima and Hidimba raised a dust cloud
like the smoke of a forest fire. Covered with earth and dust,
they seemed like two mountains, and they shown like
two great slopes covered with mountain dew.

Hidimba, the tigerlike Pandavas and
their mother, Prtha, were astonished.
Studying her carefully, and amazed by
her gorgeous features, Kunti spoke to
her in words that were gentle, sweet,
and comforting.

“You are as bright as a child of the
gods. Who is your guardian, and who
are you, fair lady? Where do you come
from, shapely woman, and what duty
brought you here? Whether you are a
venerable deity of this forest or an
Apsara goddess, please explain every-
thing to me. How is it that you are
standing here before us?”

Hidimba said, “The forest you are
seeing, as vast and luminous as the blue
rain-bearing clouds, is the residence of
the Raksasa Hidimba, and itismy abode
as well. You may know me to be the
sister of that Raksasa lord. Noble lady,

my brother wanted tokill all of you, and |

therefore he sent me here. I came here
on the order of that cruel and wicked
demon, but then I saw your powerful
son, whose skinislike gold. Cupid moves
in the heart of all beings, good woman,
and he has put me under the control of
your son. I chose your mighty son as my
husband, and I tried to take him away,
but he would not be controlled by me.
Then, knowing that [ had been gone for
a long time, that man-eater Hidimba
came himself to kill all of your sons. But
vour intelligent son, who is my beloved,
with his strength, stamina, and skill
smashed my wicked brother and
dragged him away [so the fight would
not disturb you]. Look, you can see
them there, roaring and tearing at each
other, man against Raksasa, both of
them full of power and courage.”
Hearing her words [and suddenly
realizing that their brother Bhima was
engaged in mortal combat], Yudhisthira,
Arjuna, Nakula, and mighty Sahadeva

all jumped to their feet and saw the two
fighters clasping and dragging each other
like two furious lions in a savage fight
for victory. Bhima and Hidimba raised a
dust cloud like the smoke of a forest
fire. Covered with earth and dust, they
seemed like two mountains, and they
shone like two great slopes covered with
mountain dew.

As Arjunawatched hisbrother strug-
gling with the Raksasa, he laughed and
whispered to him, “Bhima, don’t be
afraid, mighty-armed one. We were ex-
hausted and sleeping soundly, and we
didn’t know you were fighting with such
aferociousenemy. I'm here to help you,
Partha. I shall fight with the Raksasa,
and Nakula and Sahadeva will protect
Mother.”

Bhima said, “Just stay on the side-

line and watch. And don’t be confused |

by this exercise. There’s no way he’s
going to live, now that he’s come within
the reach of my arms.”

Arjuna said, “Bhima, why let this
sinful Raksasa live so long? We have to
leave soon. We can't stay here, O tamer
of foes. End this fight before the west-
ern horizon turns red and the twilight
begins, for in that eerie hour the
Raksasas gain tremendous power. Hurry
up, Bhima. Don’t play with him! Kill
this horrible Raksasa before he works
up his magical powers.™

Thus addressed by Arjuna, Bhima
hoisted aloft the body of the ferocious
Raksasa and whirled it around more
than a hundred times.

Bhimasena said, “With useless meat
you maintained your useless life and
grew strong, but with a useless brain.
You deserve a useless death! So now
you will be useless no more!”

Arjuna said, “If you consider the
Raksasa a burden for you in this fight,
then I can help you, but he must be
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killed instantly. Or I alone shall kill him,
Bhima. You have done a good job and
you are tired, so it’s the right time for
you to rest.”

Hearing these words from Arjuna,
Bhimasena fumed with indignation and
pulverized the demon against the hard
ground, slaughtering him like a sacrifi-
cial animal. As Bhima dealt him death
blows, the Raksasa blasted the air with
horrible screams that filled the entire
forest, echoing like a moist and boom-
ing kettledrum. The powerful and be-
loved son of Pandu then grasped the
Raksasa’s body firmly in his hands and
broke it in half, delighting his anxious
brothers.

Seeing Hidimba dead, the Pandavas
became wildly enthusiastic, and they
honored Bhimasena, tiger among men,
who always tamed his foe. Having
praised and honored the great soul
Bhima, of awesome prowess, Arjuna
again spoke to him.

“Bless you! I think, my lord, there’sa
city not far from this forest. Let us go
there quickly so that Duryodhana does
not discover us here.”

Everyone agreed, saying, “So be it.”

Those fierce warriors, tigers of men,

| took their mother and departed. and
| the Raksasa lady Hidimba went with

them.

Hridayananda Ddasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who completed
the translation and commentary of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam begun by His Di-
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. Fluentinseveral languages,
Hridayananda Dasa Goswami has ex-
tensively taught Krsna consciousness in
India, Europe, the United States, and
Latin America. He is now doing gradu-
ate work in Sanskrit and Indian Studies
at Harvard University.



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

SNV AGUE..BOGUS A -WAISELE =GRS ST e

Here we continue an exchange between
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakiivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and an official
fromanimpersonalist (“God-is-simply-
everyone-and-everything”) movenient.
The exchange took place in Paris, on

August 13, 1973, with Prabhupada’s dis- |

ciples translating the official’s remarks
from French.

Official: We can have spiritual realiza-
tion and still live in the material world.
Srila Prabhupada: But what is that
spiritual life? What is the distinction be-
tween spiritual life and material life?

What is the goal? You cannot define
spiritual life.
Official: I think we should want to know
how a person who has actually realized
the perfection lives his life.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
Official [pointedly]: Tolerant. Above
all, he 1s tolerant.
Srila Prabhupada: “Tolerant.” That s a
part of spiritual life, thats all. But in
your way of spiritual life, what is the
process? There must be some process—
some definite process.
Official: That comes when you become
initiated in the movement. We give
you the process for arriving at this
tolerance.
Srila Prabhupada: That’s all right.
Butsuppose [ want to enter. So you
must give me some formula—
“You have to do this like this.”
Otherwise, how can I enter?
Official: There are many tech-
niques, but ultimately they
are really all the same, be-
cause they lead to the same
conclusion.
Srila Prabhupada: Why
don’t you tell us some of
the techniques?

Official: The first thing is
that we have to awaken
ourinternal consciousness,
which is ninety percent
asleep.

Srila Prabhupada: So, what
is the process?

Official: I don’t care to talk

about it here.

Srila Prabhupada: Then
how can I accept it? I can-
not enter into some vague

thing.

i Official: All the systems
Y have to do with medi-
tation, concentration
—things that will re-
awaken your con-
sciousness.

Srila Prabhupada:

What is the object
of meditation?
¥ Official: Many dif-

ferent objects.

Srila Prabhupada: But tell one of them.
Official: The body, for example. There
is “the eternal meditation number

| three.”

Srila Prabhupada: So what is the
“number one™?

Official: This particular meditation—
number three—is basic. It is given to all
our students.

Srila Prabhupada: “Number three,” and
no “number one.”

Official: The idea is that you will medi-
tate on the number three, and in this
way you will wake up the consciousness
in your body, starting from the tips of
your toes and working upward. Now,
it may seem easy to you, but all the
great masters of the Orient have taught
this, and no one can succeed without
doing this.

Srila Prabhupada: That means your
knowledge is not perfect. Itis all bogus.
If you meditate on the body, what do
you gain?

Official: You wake up your psychic

| consciousness, which is sleeping inside

the body.

Srila Prabhupada: But you tell me—
what is that process?

Official: Well, [ would like to talk to you
a little bit about a book I am reading,
which describes how the Russians have
just discovered the soul. They have
photographed the soul, the soul’s aura.
They have found the soul, and they have
described all the various phenomena of
parapsychology and extrasensory
perception. The Russians have made
great discoveries, and the book is in-

| credible, although I have not finished it
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as yet.
Srila Prabhupada: That is the Russians.
I am asking about your process.
Official: Our order knows the destiny of
human life, the state of Christic con-
sciousness, nirvana—call it what you
will—with an understanding that is a
million times beyond your under-
standing.
Srila Prabhupada: If it is “beyond un-
derstanding,” how can I accept it?
(please turn to page 44)
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Maha-Visnu Dasa

DAY OR TWO after arriving in
Vrndavana, I had just finished
my lunch and was waiting to

wash my plate at the communal water
taps. Just in front of me was a group of
cute-looking little boys dressed in yel-
low dhotis. Each boy had a tiny tuft of
hair hanging down from the back of his
otherwise clean-shaven head. The boys
were playing together and enjoying
themselves in a way only six-year-olds
can while doing something as ordinary
as washing a plate.

I was fascinated by them, and as they
chattered away amongst themselves at
a hundred miles an hour I tried to en-
gage them in a conversation. They told
me they had been to the Yamuna River
that morning but hadn’t been able to

by Nila Madhava Dasa

swim because the river had
swollen and was too danger-
ous. One tiny little boy told
me he had tried to swim but
had been dragged off by the
currentsand “Prabhuji” (the
asrama supervisor) had
swum out to save him.

“You're very lucky that
your Prabhuji was there.
Otherwise, you would have
been in real trouble,” I said,
picturing this half-pint-sized
boy in the raging river.

The boy was a little sur-
prised at my reaction. He
looked me squarely in the eyes and said.,
“No.Don’tforget that thisis Vrndavana,
Krsna's holy place, and the Yamuna is
His holy river. If you die here you go
back home, back to Godhead.” With a
big smile he flung his hands in the air,
said, “Hari bol!” and then skipped off to
catch up with his friends.

That was the first time [ had received
spiritualinstruction from asix-year-old.
And it wasn'’t the last, because I ended
up staying a year at the Bhaktivedanta
Swami International Gurukula.

Gurukula means “the school of the
spiritual master.” and this school getsits
name fromits founder, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada. His disciples and grand-disciples
now run the gurukula and train a hun-

Training Ground
For Spiritual Leaders

The Bhaktivedanta Swami International Gurukula—
ISKCON's flagship school for boys—is proving the
value of teaching the time-honored Vedic way.

dred local and foreign boys by follow-
ing the ancient Vedicstandard of knowl-
edge. Besides attending classes on
scriptures, mathematics, geography, and
languages, the boys learn cleanliness,
honesty, tolerance, and simplicity. In
recreational time they learn swimming,
painting, drama, and music. They fol-
low a strict program of “early tobed and
early to rise” and take part in the spiri-
tual activities of ISKCON’s Krsna-
Balarama Mandir, one of Vrndavana’s
most popular temples.

The school may sound like some-
thing from Satya-yuga (the golden age),
and it is—except for the computers and
the school bus. Some may doubt whether
it is possible to re-create Satya-yuga in
this most fallen of ages. If you're skep-
tical, maybe you’dlike to judge for your-
self by meeting some of the staff and
boys.

Meeting the Staff

The first person you should meet is
the principal, Dhanurdhara Swami. At
dawn he can be seen pacing up and
down the long verandas of the guru-

| kulabuilding, softly chanting the maha-

mantra on his japa beads. He has been
working at the school since it was
founded by Srila Prabhupada almost
twenty years ago. Dhanurdhara Swami’s
plans and hopes for the gurukulastretch
far into the future. His spiritual master,

MARCH / APRIL 1995 « BACK TO GODHEAD 31



“The school has really
come a long way in
these twenty years,”

says Dhanurdhara
Swami (above), the
principal of the school.
Ramul (right) makes
an offering to the
Deities in the asrama.

Srila Prabhupada, gave him a vision of
an institution that would “train honest
brahmana brahmacaris” and play a
major role in respiritualizing the planet.

Dhanurdhara Swami invites me into
his office. He reverently shows me his
altar with his Govardhana-sila, a
worshipable form of Krspa. Then he
sits me down and in his strong New
Yorkese shares with me his enthusiasm
for the gurukula:

“Srila Prabhupada told us that the
gurukuladepends on the teachers. They
have to be good devotees and qualified
teachers. The secret of a successful
gurukula is to create the right atmo-
sphere to attract such people. Here in
Vrndavana we have always tried to
maintain the vision of Srila Prabhupada.
He said that the goal of gurukula is to
train children to be Krsna conscious so
they can help spread Krsna conscious-
ness. Because we have kept a pure ob-
jective, we have attracted very qualified

32

devotees to come here and teach.

“But I want to make a point here.”
The swami raises his index finger and
looks at me intently. “Just because we
are an institution with spiritual goals,
that doesn’t mean our students are un-
educated.” His hand thumps onto the
arm rest.

“Recently a woman from Europe
visited our school. She runs a successful
secular school in her country. Yet she
was surprised at how much more our
students learn. She was seeing the ca-
pacity for our students to learn because
of their discipline and obedience. That
discipline is not forced—it’s the natural
result of the whole gurukula system.
The children obey because of their
affection for their teachers. When you
have that principle in a gurukula, then
you can really talk about learning. The
students will become just like sponges
for knowledge. When students are self-
controlled and follow the brahmacari
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system of celibacy, their capacity tolearn
Is enormous.

“I'm the principal, and I can say to
you that this year not one boy has come
to my office for discipline.

“The school has really come a long
way in these twenty years. When a boy
comes here now at the age of five,
he’s going to get the proper education;
he’s going to get the proper care. He
enters an atmosphere in which all the
students greatly respect their teachers.

“When the boys leave our school,
they can do anything. Whether they're
inside or outside ISKCON temples, we
want them to be dedicated to Srila
Prabhupada’s mission. We want them
to have a clear spiritual objective in life.
In other words, their lives should be
based on getting love of God. Whatever
else they doisjust to help them achieve
that goal. Someone may become a
householder,someone else a brahmacari
monk. Someone may be a priest in the



As an important part of their
spiritual training, the boys
sing Bengali devotional songs
and play traditional Vedic
instruments.

temple, someone else may work out-
side. But whatever they do is done only
because it fits with achieving their spiri-
tual goal.

“The boys are equipped to do what-
ever they want to when they leave the
school because they have been trained
to learn. They know how to receive
knowledge. Even though our school is
not a part of any government system,
our graduates have been able to adapt
to government standards for tertiary
education because our students have
discipline. Today’s world is so unpre-
dictable that the real element of success
is going to be someone’s character.

“Our objective is to give the boys
such a depth of Krsna consciousness
that they can become dcaryas, great
spiritual teachers. That takes training.
Our idea is that we should have boys
from all over the world and we should
train them asacaryas. They should be so
learned, so powerful, and so determined
that they’ll be respected wherever they
go. Canakya Panditasaid that a wealthy
man is respected in his own village but
a wise man is respected all over the
world. Srila Prabhupada said here in
Vrndavana during his last days, ‘Train
young men as preachers.” And I can see
now that such young men are coming
and they are being trained. We're hop-
ing that the face of the planet will be
changed by powerful preachers trained
in the gurukula system.”

Just two doors down from Dhanur-
dhara Swami’sroom you’ll find the room
of Yadu Dasa Brahmacari, the coordi-
nator for Sanskrit studies. He always
seems to have a group of students in his
room and two or three other classes to
supervise here and there in the build-
ing. If you want to stop him as you pass
him in the corridor, just ask him about
the Sanskrit grammar book for Vais-
navas by Jiva Gosvami. Yadu's eyes will
light up, and with expressive Latin
American gestures he will outline for
you his ten-year teaching strategy for
producing Sanskrit masters:

BSE(] BIIDIY

The boys
perform Krsna’s
pastimes when
they travel to
spread Krsna
CONSCIOUSNESS.
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“We take the boys at age five, when
their memories are keen, and give them
three thousand grammar rules to memo-
rize in four or five years. By nature’s
arrangement children of that age re-
member things very easily and they en-
joy memorizing. When the boys reach
ten they become a little more analyti-
cally inclined. We then begin to explain
the meaning of the rules. The boys leap
ahead because they already know every
rule and every form by heart. With a
little practice, they will be ready to tackle
any Sanskrit text.

“Jiva Gosvami has cleverly designed
the grammar so that every rule some-

“Here there are
good students,
good association,
and a good
atmosphere,” says
Satya Narayana
Dasa, the school’s
Sanskrit scholar.

how contains at least one name of Krsna.
Our boysoftensound asif they're chant-
ing Vedic mantras when in fact they're
justlearning grammar. Evenifsomeone
doesn’t complete the full course and
become a pandita, he still becomes a
good devotee because he has done so
much chanting.”

After talking with Yadu, I go up-
stairs and see the local pandita, Satya
Narayana Dasa. You’'ll always find Satya
Narayana in his room on the second
floor. He'll be seated in lotus position
behind a low desk. As you open the
door he will slowly lift his head from a
pile of manuscripts, and with a gentle
movement of the eyebrows he will in-
vite you to come sit on the big straw
mats that cover the stone floor. As
you look around, vou realize that the
musty smell is coming from hundreds of
old manuscripts, carefully wrapped and
stacked on shelves that tower above

| cannotspeak it. Still, what-

you on every centimeter of wall space.
When you're seated, he’ll put down his
pen and set aside his translation work.
With another movement of the eye-
brows and a gentle smile, he’ll indicate
that he’s at your service.

You seize the opportunity to get rid
of your doubts: “Panditaji, why so much
emphasis on Sanskrit? No one speaks it
anymore, and it’s so hard that some
boys may never master . .."

“First of all,” Satya Narayana cuts
in, “as a teacher I always think that the
studentswilllearn.” Although he speaks
with strong conviction, somehow his
intonation never seems to vary. The soft

no-frills monotone sug-
gests that he relies more
on reason than rhetoric.
“All our scriptures are in
Sanskrit, so even if you
learn a little, that is help-
ful. Herein India there are
many people who don’t
know English fully—they

ever they do know is help-
ful for them. Even the
rickshadrivers know a few
sentences in English, and
that’s helpful for them: ‘Oh, Loi Ba-
zaar? Ten rupees!” Soit’s the same with
Sanskrit; whatever you learn will be
useful for understanding the scriptures.
And understanding the scriptures is vi-
tal for a Vaisnava.

“In India education doesn’t count
for much anymore. Getting a job ulti-
mately depends on whether you know
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Candrika Devi Dasi
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someone or how much of a bribe you
can give. What’s more, at the schools
the students just pick up bad habits. But
here there are good devotees, good as-
sociation, and a good atmosphere.
After all, the life of a child is molded
by his association. Especially in
Vrndavana—because of the place, the
people, the visitors—there is a holy

Vaijayanti Mala Devi Dasi
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ay, and they
.Duri lm_. ythe hol\' mnnlh of

pt‘:aranced:—l}-’. there are fl::btl\-’ltl
on everywhere. All this greatly affects
child’s mind. The b go outside and
see so many people dressed in dhofis,
and on every wall is written, “Radhe!
Radhe!” Vrndavana is also a good place
for teachers; it attracts good people.”

On the ground floor we meet
*“Candrika Mataji,” as the children call
her. On the order of her spiritual mas-
ter, Srila Prabhupada, Candrika Devi
Dasi and her husband brought a hand-
ful of Western children to India seven-
teen years ago.

“Every day I go before Radha and
Krsna in the temple with a list of little

requests. Radharani knows I'm from |
g | Vaijayanti Mala Dasi. Although she has

the gurukulabecause I'm always as

The boys take turns
se prasad’am (1
One ¢

o gef
clothes clean without a
washing machine.

for things we need—maybe a

health, or a te sident visa.”
Her forehead furrows with genuine
e explains the measures
the sc ainst child abuse:
“The bad influen ve of Kaliis
such that child abuse is rampant in
schools all over the world. We can’t be
. Although we live in a holy
we still have to protect the children.
That’s why we’ve set up a full child-
protection program at the school. The
program was developed by the New
South Wales Department of Education
in Australia. Both teachers and chil-
dren follow a twenty-day course. We
have arranged the timetable and the
layout of the school to ensure that the
children are alwe Someone

concern as s

naive

/s safe.

| would have to be pretty stupid to try

anything at this school.”
On the first floor is the classroom of
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Monkeys amuse
the boys during
a visit to one of

Vindavana's
many holy sites.

been teaching for the last eigh-
teen years (inside and outside
ISKCON), she says she has
never been happier asa teacher:

“Because the children live
here in the asrama, they be-
come very spiritually minded,
very Krsna conscious,and there-
fore they are a pleasure to teach.
We screen both children and
teachers before allowing them
to be part of the school. They
are all first-class devotees. There
is no one of dubious character
on our staff. Insuch an environ-
ment the students really blos-
som. Then the teachers are
inspired to teach, and the en-
ergy of the school just keeps on
increasing,.

“For teachers to be so en-
thusiastic to go to school every
day is rare. In most schools,
teachers have to take sedatives
before they go to class. Other-
wise they can’t last, because today’s
children put so much pressure on the
teachers. But here the children are
of such good character and are so
Krsna conscious that we as teachers
are inspired to dedicate ourselves
completely.”

While we're on the first floor, we
should go and meet the Hindi teacher,
Nrisinghadeva Goswami. He’s the son

ofapriestat the historic Radha-Ramana |
| and we would come to Vrndavana quite

temple here in Vrndavana. His family

can be traced back to the first priests
appointed by Gopala Bhatta Gosvami
450 years ago. Nrisinghadeva Goswami
has been serving in the Radha-Ramana
temple since he was ten years old. He
has a B.A. and a B.Sc. and is presently
doing his M.A. in Hindi literature. De-
spite his aristocraticmanner and impos-
ing presence, he turns out to be very

| eager to chat (in Hindi, of course):

“We used to live in Madhya Pradesh,
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often to serve Radha-Ramanaji. When
my father retired, he decided to come
to Vrndavana to live and dedicate him-
self fully to Krsna. | had just graduated
from the university, and I thought, ‘I
should also go to Vrndavana and get the
association of the Lord’s devotees.’
Satya Narayanaji would come to our
house sometimes, and one day he sug-
gested that I come to the gurukula to
teach. Of course, some of my friends
from the university are surprised to see



At left, hearing about Krsna from a
local resident. Below, there's no better
place to play than on the sandy banks
of the sacred Yamuna River.

STUDENTS:

Indian: 27
Nepali: 17
Foreign: 35

Some Facts and Figures
1993-94

Total number of boys: 81

me wearingdhotiand
tilaka, but they're
also surprised to see
me so happy.

“This gurukula is
reallyfilling a big gap
in our modern soci-
ety. Material educa-
tion by itself is not

Age range: 6-16

TEACHERS:

Age range: 27-63

Average age: 41

Average teaching experience:
10 years

Average years of devotional
service: 14 years

Teacher to student ratio: 1:5

enough to make hu-
man society happy or
successful. What is
really lacking now is
spiritual and moral
training. There is no
higher spiritual or
moral message than
that of Lord Cai-

tanya Mahaprabhu,
whichis taught in this

Passing out Srila
Prabhupada’s
books on the streets
of Ahmedabad,
Gujurat.

gurukula. The lives
of the boys at this school will be auspi-
cious, and they will make the lives of
others auspicious.” €3

Nila Madhava Dasa, a disciple of Indra-
dyumna Swami, joined ISKCON in 1952
in France. Since 1991 he has been study-
ing Hindi and Sanskrit full time at the
Australian National University in Can-
berra. As a part of that degree work, he
spentayear onscholarship at the Vinda-
vana gurukula. He is writing a thesis on
poetry by Narottama Dasa Thakura and
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura.
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Gurukula

THE STUDENTS’ VIEW

Arjuna

Age: 16

Birthplace: Kotakot, Nepal
Years at gurukula: 6

On gurukula: “1n other
schools I went to in Nepal,
the pupils did not respect
their teachers. Nor did the
teachers deserve respect;
they were all just smokers
and drinkers.

“People back home say,
‘Why are you becoming a i

devotee at such a young
age?’ I just reply that the Srimad-Bhagavatam says,

kaumara acaret prajio
dharman bhagavatan iha

durlabhar manusarm janma
tad apy adhruvam arthadam

“You should practice this spiritual life from a young age. If
you wait, you'll never practice, and you’ll never remember
Krsna. You could end up in a hellish existence in the next
life. Not for me! I have the opportunity to serve Krsna
now, so I should take advantage.”

On the asrama (boys’ residence): “Sure, there are some
problems living with so many other boys, but that’s half the
fun: one minute you're laughing, then teasing, then
fighting, then laughing again. I feel that time passes so
easily here.”

On Vrndavana: “Vrndavana is a very holy place. If ever
you forget Krsna, someone will say to you. ‘Radhe!
Radhe!” In this way we're always remembering Krsna. We
see peacocks everywhere, or the Yamuna, or the forests of
Vrndavana. Wherever we go we hear, ‘Krsna did this here,
Krsna did that there.” It helps us a lot.”

On the future: “I'm very interested in Ayurvedic medicine.
I'd like to learn it and help the devotees with their health
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| On gurukula: “We really

problems. On Sundays an Ayurvedic doctor comes, 5o
instead of going off to play with the other boys, I like to go
and help the doctor and gradually learn. It may take a long
time. We’'ll see what Krsna’s plan is.”

Nrsimhananda
Age: 13

Birthplace: Perth, Australia
Years at this gurukula: 3

On gurukula: “1t wasn’t easy to begin with. It was a

| different atmosphere, a new country, and new people. | got
I peoj

boils. I wrote letters to my parents saying that I wanted to
2o home. But my parents were firm in their decision. They
knew what was best for me. I'm glad they did because now
[ have friends and my body has adapted to living in India.
“The best thing in the gurukula is learning Sanskrit. 1

want to know Sanskrit so that I can read lots of books. If
you know Sanskrit you can teach with Sanskrit verses and
understand the meaning.”

Dhruva

Age: 15

Birthplace: Ridi, Nepal
Years at gurukula: 4

learn a lot here. At other
schools we learned
nothing. What I learned up
to grade seven in Nepal
wouldn’t even get me into
grade one here.”

/
i
P

On the future: “My parents want me to be here, and I'm
very happy to be here, so I'll keep on studying and do
some service.”

On chanting: “During my first year here I would chant
cight to ten rounds of japa daily. In the second year I



1 e Photos by Rupa Raganatha Dasa

chanted twelve rounds, and this year every day I chant
sixteen rounds—sometimes forty or more on special holy
days. I find that if you make a decision to start to chant
you'll find the time to chant. If you're too lazy, even if you
have one hour you’ll just sit there, and you won't even
finish one round.”

Favorite activities: “Since ['ve been here at the gurukula,
I've learned five chapters of the Bhagavad-gita by heart.
I'm in charge of a group of boys, so whatever [ learn I
teach them. At my other school it would never have been
possible for me to teach the other students. But these boys
are devotees; they can control themselves. I like this
system of learning and teaching.”

On Vrndavana: “Vrndavana is a special place. Krsna
appeared here; Krsna did many pastimes here; Krsna stays
here; He never leaves here: it’s Krsna's place. If the
gurukula were in a big city, it would be harder for us to do
our sadhana [spiritual practices] and remain brahmacaris.
In Vrndavana it’s easier for us; Vrndavana is a quiet place,
and it’s customary to worship Radha and Krsna here.
Everywhere in Vrndavana people worship Radha and
Krsna. If the ricksha driver doesn’t have a bell he’ll say,
‘Radhe! Radhe!””

Iksvaku

Age: 15
Birthplace: Wabdif, Bulgaria.
Years at this gurukula: 4

On gurukula: “The good thing about gurukula is that
while you learn, you remember Krsna. In English class you
write about Krsna; in Hindi you learn bhajanas [devotional
songs], in Sanskrit you learn the grammar with Krsna’s
names. You learn and enjoy at the same time.”

On chanting: “About three years ago when I was in Bul-
garia, my Guru Maharaja came and initiated some devo-
tees. At the ceremony he explained that to be initiated you
have to chant sixteen rounds of japa daily and give up
meat-eating, intoxication, gambling, and illicit sex. So from

that day I started following strictly. If ever I couldn’t chant
all my rounds in one day, the next day I would chant extra
to make up for it.”

On Vrndavana: “Vrndavana is the best place to practice
Krsna consciousness. Radha and Krsna never leave Vrnda-
vana. It’s much easier to chant your rounds in Vrndavana.
[t’s much easier to concentrate than in the West.”

On the future: “I'd like to stay at the gurukula as long as
possible. I'd like to follow the adult education courses here,
too. I'd also like to help spread Krsna consciousness in
Bulgaria. It’s possible to preach in Bulgaria now. Before the
government used to kill the devotees, but now it’s O.K.”

Ananda

Age: 16

Birthplace: Ittawa (near
Agra), U.P, India

Years at the gurukula: 5

On gurukula: “The teachers
I had in other schools were
really rough. They beat the
boys. Teaching was just a
job for them. They didn’t
really want the children to
develop. They just taught !
and went home. Our

gurukula is just like a family. There’s no real fighting, the
teachers like you, they give you sweets, they teach you
nicely. When I first came [ couldn’t speak English, so it was
quite hard, but the other boys helped me a lot.”

On the good times: “Traveling around India with the
gurukula is fun. Last year we went to Gujarat. We did a lot
of preaching. We visited so many places—even the zoo.
We did theater and visited life members’ houses. The
prasadam was really good. We sold many books. It was a
great time.”

On Vrndavana: “Vrndavana is the best place in the world.
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“It's not that we're afraid of women; we talk if we have to.
But we have heard from our teachers that the material body
is not important—just a bag of flesh. We know.”

®

Time just flies past. A semester passes like just a month.
Life is so orderly.”

On celibate life: “In Vrndavana we don’t even think of
girls. There are no girls here. And the other boys in the
gurukula don’t even talk about girls. We're talking all day
about our classes, about the Bhagavad-giia, or about the
kirtana. It’s not that we’re afraid of women; we talk if we
have to. But we have heard from our teachers that the
material body is not important—just a bag of flesh. We
know.”

On the future: “I'd like to teach Krsna consciousness. By
Srila Prabhupada’s mercy I hope to be able to. I have seen
videos of preaching all over the world. It’s a huge world
and we really need more preachers.”

Balarama

Age: 14

Birthplace: Gujurat, India
Years at the gurukula: 8

On gurukula: “1n other
schools they don't teach
spiritual life. They don't
teach Bhagavad-gita or
how to rise early. They
only teach material
subjects. Although mate-
rial knowledge is important
it’s not the main thing in
life.”

On Vrndavana: “Vrndavana is a very peaceful place. It’s
an ideal place for study. You can remember Krsna very
easily here; He did all His pastimes here. One of the five
principal activities of bhakti-yoga is to live in a holy place.
So Vrndavana is the best place.”

On the future: “I'd like to continue studying Sanskrit. I'd
also like to help in the preaching. But the future is in
Krsna’s hands—it all depends on what He wants.”

Lilamrta |
Age: 14

Birthplace: Adelaide, Australia
Years in this gurukula: 4
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On gurukula: “When I first started going to state school,

I hated it. I complained to my parents, and they put me in
gurukula in Australia and moved into the asrama them-
selves. When [ first came to gurukula in Vrndavana, 1
found it very difficult. I was expecting India to be just like
Australia, but I got a big surprise: life was simpler, and the
school was stricter. I missed my parents and thought about
going home. Then [ started to make friends and appreciate
the full education I was receiving. I've been here four
years now, and [ think it’s the best school in the world.
Now when I go back home I get bored; there’s nothing to
learn and just my little sister to play with.

“I came here because my father asked me to. [ under-
stand now that he cared for me and wanted me to get a
full spiritual education. Also, I want to be trained properly
so that when I grow up I can travel and preach with
Indradyumna Swami.”

On chanting: “I've been chanting sixteen rounds of japa
every day for the last year and a half. In the future I'd
like to get initiated. Maybe when I grow up I'll be busy
doing so many things, but I think I'll always find time

to chant my rounds. My father often has to work all day,
but he always chants his rounds. So I think I'll also be
able to.”

Age: 15

Birthplace: Split.
Yugoslavia

Years at gurukula: 3

On gurukula: “We're busy
from morning to night.
There’s no time for day-
dreaming, so we don't
lament and think about
our families. I know from
experience what happens:
the boys carry on and cry
at first, but afterwards they make [riends, and in the end
they don’t want to leave here. We're lucky to be living with
so many Krsna conscious boys of our own age.”

On language: ~Although I had studied English in Yugosla-
via for two years, I still couldn’t speak a word when I
arrived here. Because everyone here always speaks

| English, I learned really quickly. My mother taught me



“When I'm in Vrndavana I have so many friends.
When I go back to Melbourne, | don’t have so much to do. I just think
about Vrndavana, and my friends, and Krsna, and Balarama.”

Japanese when I was young. Of course, I can speak Yugo-
slavian. I'm also learning Sanskrit and Hindi. Soon I'll be
able to preach in so many different places.”

On chanting: “I’ve been chanting sixteen rounds of japa
every day for the last few years. For a beginner, being
regular may be difficult, but when you make chanting a
part of your daily program, it becomes a duty. A duty
means you have to do it. If I didn’t chant, my Guru Maha-
raja would be unhappy, so I just do it.”

On the future: “There’s no doubt about the future for me.
I know I am going to preach. that’s all. That’s why I'm
studying here: to get trained up to preach.”

Panca-tattva
Age: 10

Birthplace: Ireland
Years at the gurukula: 5

On gurukula: “When 1 first came here I was real young.

I was erying so much. But the boys and teachers were
really kind to me, and I soon settled in. I like living with so
many boys. We just play and mess around all day. The boys
here aren’t rough; they never use bad words and they're
never rude to the teachers.”

| Birthplace: Philadelphia,

Markandeya
Age: 14

Birthplace: Dallas, Texas
Years at this gurukula: 3

On gurukula: ~1 spent two
months at an ordinary
school in New York. I hated
it. The boys were rough;
they beat me up. I like this
gurukula. 1 always say that
to have a good gurukula
you need good boys and
vou need to be strict. It
can’t be too [ree; otherwise the boys go bad. Boys need to
learn discipline. 1 like it when there’s a regulated timetable
of things to do all day. It’s not good to be idle or to waste
time.”

Visvambhara
Age: 11

Pennsylvania, U.S.A.
Years at this gurukula: 2

On gurukula: 1 had been
to Vrndavana before and I
had seen the gurukula
boys dancing and chanting
in the temple. They
looked happy. When I
found out that my two
best friends in America
were coming here to stay, I thought, ‘If they leave, what
will I do?” So my parents and [ decided I'd come here

| too.

“In gurukula you have so many good friends. Life
would be so bad if you had to be alone. You need to have
friends. The best friends are devotee friends because they

. can really help you; they help you to become Krsna
| conscious.”

Mahavana

Age: 9

Birthplace: Melbourne,
Australia

Years at this gurukula: 3

On gurukula: “My
mother’s Guru Maharaja
asked her to send me
here. I was six. My
mother brought me here,
but she only stayed a few
days. When she left [ only
cried once, because Krsna
helped me. I had a dream:
Krsna came to me and told me not to worry. He told me
to chant Hare Krsna and that He would protect me. So |

| chanted, and Krsna protected me.

“When I'm in Vrndavana I have so many [riends.
We play together, we chant and dance together, we go to
the Yamuna River and swim together. When I go back
to Melbourne, I don’t have so much to do. I just think
about Vrndavana, my friends, and Krsna and
Balarama.”
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THE VEDIC

AN EFFORT FOR THE
SAKE OF ETERNITY

by Krsna Dharma Dasa

RESIDENT Francois Mitterrand of

France has been taking “profes-
sional advice on death and the after-
life,” according to today’s Guardian.
Apparently the doctors have told the
President, whoisundergoing treatment
for cancer, that he will be dead by April,
soon after thisissue of Back to Godhead
goes Lo press.

He has sought the advice of the
eminent Catholic philosopher Jean
Guitton, asking him to “shed light on
the mysteries of mortality.” Professor
Guitton praised the President for “giv-
ing everyone a marvelous example by
his courageous attitude.”

Monsieur Mitterrand’s actions are
indeed most praiseworthy. One should
certainly enquire into the afterlife, es-
pecially when served notice of impend-
ing death. I am reminded of another
famous leader, King Pariksit, the grand-
son of Arjuna. Given one week’s notice
of death, he too engaged a great phi-

losopher, Sukadeva Gosvami, in giving |

him the final teaching. As a result, of
course, we now have the book known as
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

King Yudhisthira, a grandfather of
Pariksit, marked as the greatest wonder
of the world that although every day so
many people die, one rarely thinks, “I
too shall soon have to die.”

The first instruction of Vedanta-
sitra, the essence of the Vedas, isathatho
brahma-jijiiasa: “Now [that is, now that
you have a human body] you should
enquire into the Absolute.” At least
enquire. If we can find accurate an-
swers, so much the better. But surely
there can be no more important busi-
ness than to make such enquiries.

42
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Transcendental Commenta

At best we live only for a hundred
years. But we die, at least from our
present body, for an eternity. Should
not our endeavors in this life take ac-
count of that ratio of time? A minimal
effort for the sake of the body, and
maximum for the sake of eternity.

Monsieur Mitterrand has clearly
realized something important. He is
fortunate that death has served him
notice. For us death may come entirely
without warning. Hardly ever does one
wake up thinking “This shall be my last
day on earth.” But surely the day of
death will come. So why not take notice
now?

What should one do on the verge of
death? The entire .S"rimrm’-Bh(?grwm(mz
is a response to that most important
question. So don’t wait to be told. Get a
copy of the Srimad-Bhagavatam and
dive deeply into its immortal nectar.

HEALTH CARE FOR
HIRANYAKASIPU

by Mathuresa Dasa

SON BORN two centuries ago in
Limone, Italy, to Cristoforo Po-
maroli and Rosa Giovanelli sheds some
light on why modern health care costs
so much. The boy's descendants in
Limone carry a simple mutation in a
protein of “good cholesterol” that pre-
vents fat from clogging their arteries.
With no fear of strokes or heart attacks,
they eat red meat and sausage to their
hearts’ content while regularly living
into their nineties.

“They eat like hell, the worst diet,”
says Dr. Cesare Sirtori, the professor at
the University of Milan who discovered
the Limone phenomenon.

Pharmacia A.B., a Swedish biotech-
nology firm, is supplying the labora-

1995

tory version of the good cholesterol,
Apolipoprotein A-1 Milano, or Apo
Milano for short, to researchers at the
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm and
Cedars-Sinai Medical Centerin Los An-
geles. Pharmacia is gambling that their
new product will become part of a regu-
lar treatment for heart disease. A
Pharmacia director declares, “If it
works, it would be revolutionary.”

The excitement over Apo Milano
highlights an important objective of the
modern health-care client: tolive a long
life while eating like hell. This desire
may assure revolutionary profits for
Pharmacia and the sausage industry,
but it doesn’t bode well for health-care
budgets.

And the craving for a hellish diet
isn’t the onlyitem that breaks the health-
care bank. For a fuller revelation of
our health-care goals we need to turn
our attention from the residents of
Limone to a fellow out of the Srimad-
Bhagavatamnamed Hiranyakasipuwho

| took the trouble to conquer the entire

universe for the fulfillment of his appe-
tites. High-cholesterol foods were likely
one of Hiranyakasipu’s foibles, but his
chief cravings were for gold (hiranya)
and soft beds (kasipu). In other words,
he wanted money and sex.

And a long life in which to enjoy
them. In fact, he wanted his body to live
eternally, a difficult proposal even had
he followed a diet of sprouts, unrefined
sugar, and other fat-free delights.

Hiranyakasipu conceded offhand,
as we do, that no one could make him
live forever, yet strove, as we do, to
get rid of the conditions of his mor-
tality. Pharmacia A. B. had not yet in-
corporated. so he instead managed to
earn nonbiotech blessings protecting
himself from every conceivable cause
of death. So he couldn’t be killed
during the day or night, indoors or



OBSERVER

out, on land, on water, or in the air. He
couldn’t be laid low by man, beast, or
weapons.

HiranyakasSipu died anyway, but his
aspirations are alive and well in the field
of health care. Instead of man, beast,
and weapons, we seek protection from
cancer, AIDS, and heart disease; in-
stead of immunity indoors or out, we

beg not to die during youth or old age. |
Ifonly we could check each of ourcount- |
less afflictions, then maybe we could |

stop the big one, death.

As tiny Hiranyakasipus we are
suckers for every Apo Milano
that rolls off the assembly
line. If we have the
money we glad-
ly pay the _#F8
price; if
we don’t
we expect
someone
else to foot the bill.
Our body, consist-
ing of the mind
and five senses,
dictates that we
battle the enemies of
physical immortality at any
cost. The mind and senses
thus become six enemies
that steal the authentic
wealth of the human body—
the ability to understand our eter-
nal self. Our dreamed-of indestruc-
tible material body is a perverted
reflection of that real self, described
in the Bhagavad-gita (2.23, 25): “The
self can never be cut to pieces by any
weapon, nor burned by fire, nor moist-
ened by water, nor withered by the
wind. It is said that the self is invisible,
inconceivable, and immutable. Know-
ing this, you should not grieve for the
body.”

A long, healthy life for realizing

ry on the Issues of the Day

the self is a fairly reasonable desire.
Though neither longevity nor health
can be guaranteed, health care towards
self-realization could be a sane and
affordable objective. A long, healthy
life of indiscriminate sense indulgence,
on the other hand, is far less reasonable
and far more prone to hefty medical
= bills, even if you are from
Limone, Italy. And the
tacit desire of
"y modern

health-care patients,
the tacit promise of the health-care
industry—an eternal life of material
sense enjoyment—is unaffordable in
any sense.

This fantasy of immortality steals
away our health-care dollars and our
valuable time, making the purveyors

and consumers of snake oil look sen-
sible by contrast. Proud as we may be of
advancements in health care, we have
made no progress at all towards slow-
ing the afflictions that besiege us from
all directions. As Prahlada, Hiranya-
kasipu’s self-realized son, told his fa-
ther shortly before his father’s death,
we are following an old, old pattern:
“In former times there were many
fools like you who did not conquer
the six enemies that steal away the
wealth of the body. These fools were
very proud, thinking, ‘I have conquered
all enemies in all ten directions.””
(S"rimnd—Bhrigaw.'mm 7.8.10)

Foolish promises of con-
quest will continue, giv-
ing us ample oppor-
tunity to strive for
victory over the
enemies of
our ma-

terial body. Dr. Sirtori himself
has another card up his sleeve. It
turns out that sausage isn’t the only
vice the residents of Limone enjoy
into their nineties. “They are almost all
smokers,” he confides.

Pharmacia A. B., take notice.
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SPEAKS OUT

(continued from page 29)

Official: This is a genuine understand-
ing,anditis translated onto the objective
level.

Srila Prabhupada: If1 donotunderstand
whom to love, how can I love?
Official: This understanding is in the
heartofeveryone. Simplyitisaquestion
ofrepressing the false ego—eliminating
the old man, the false ego.

Srila Prabhupada: What is that?
Official: 1 don’t understand why you
are objecting. After all, love is a part of
everyone.

Srila Prabhupada: I am objecting be-
cause if you ask me to love, I want to

Srila Prabhupada: So in the beginning,
why stop? Why. in the beginning, are
your students requested to give these
things up?

Official: Our order does not force any-
thing, does not make you do anything.
Srila Prabhupada: But the ideal must be
there. One may follow or not follow.
Official: Our order doesn’t reject
anyone.

Srila Prabhupada: So your order ap-
proves animal killing?

Official: There are no restrictions. The
order doesn’t require.

Srila Prabhupada: Then let usstop here.
| No more questions. This is a waste of

| time. @9

know whom I shall love.

Official: A mystic loves everything,
everyone,

Srila Prabhupada: If you love everyone,
that means you love the animals, also.
Does your community allow animal
killing?

Official: When you come into the move-
ment, there are noregulations required
of you. But little by little, it comes to
that point. Then, for a short period, our
students are required to give up intoxi-
cation and meat and things like that.
But it is not permanent.

Srila Prabhupada: And then they can
take these things.

Official: Yes. Afterwards.

Major Scientific Cover-Up Exposed!

Major Scientific Cover-up Exposed!
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President Mandela
Visits Durban Temple

South African President Nelson Mandela with Krsnadasa Swami (left) and Bhaktitirtha Swami.

OUTH AFRICAN President Nelson

Mandela paid a state visit last

November to ISKCON’s Sti Sri
Radha-Radhanatha Temple of Under-
standing in Durban. More than five thou-
sand people were on hand to welcome Mr.
Mandela, whose visit marked the annual
Indian Diwali festival, also known as “the
Festival of Lights.”

Before addressing the audience, the
President toured the temple, garlanded the
form of Srila Prabhupada, and respectfully
bowed his head to the floor. He also viewed
the Deities, as the temple filled with the
sound of devotees chanting Hare Krsna.

In his address Mr. Mandela encouraged
the Indian community to work with his

government for peace and harmony in the
new South Africa.

Especially impressed by the ISKCON
temple’s Food for Life program, which
feeds five thousand people a day, Mr.
Mandela, scheduled to stay only one hour,

| cancelled another official engagement and

stayed nearly three.
Mr. Mandela took a full meal at Go-
vinda’s Restaurant with the thirty members

- of his entourage, including American

Consul General Pamela Bridgewater. After
the meal, devotees presented a copy of
Prabhupada’s Science of Self-Realization to
the President and everyone in his group.
This was the first official visit by a South
African President to a Vedic temple. @
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“When milk is transformed by acids into yogurt, the yogurt is neither the same as nor

different from the milk. I adore the primeval Lord Govinda—Lord Sri Krsna—of whom Lord Siva

is a transformation for performing the work of destruction.” —Sri Brahma-samhita 5.45



THE GLORIES OF THE DEMIGODS

SM
“The Auspicious One”

by Satyaraja Dasa

[VA IS AMONG the most widely worshiped deities in India. With

names such as Mahadeva (“the great god”) and Nataraja (“the

king of dancers”), he is venerated in ancient holy cities like
Benares, where Saivites (as his worshipers are called) devote their lives
to him, viewing him as the Supreme Lord.

The factis, heissupreme. As the scriptures say, “Srimad-Bhagavamm
is supreme among Puranas just as the Ganga is the greatest of all rivers,
Lord Acyuta [Visnu] the best among deities, and Lord Sambhu [Siva]
the greatestamong devotees of Lord Visnu [vaisnavanam yathasambhu].”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 12.13.16) According to this and similar state-
ments, Siva may correctly be considered the greatest—at least among
devotees—but among gods the supreme is Visnu. This is made clear as
far back as the Rg Veda (1.22.20): “The lotus feet of Visnu are the
supreme objective of all the demigods. Those lotus feet of the Lord are
as enlightening as the sun in the sky.”

Saivites, however, tend to see Siva not just as the greatest devo-
tee but as God Himself. There is some basis for this in scripture. In the
Bhagavatam (4.7.50) Lord Visnu Himself says, “Brahma, Lord Siva, and

Lord Siva, also known as Nataraja, “the king of dancers,” is shown here
dancing on a demon as he slays him.
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he pastime of Lord Siva’s
A birth is described in
Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.12.7-13):

“Although Brahma tried to
curb his anger, it came out from
between his eyebrows, and a
child of mixed blue and red was
immediately generated. (7)

“After his [Siva’s] birth, he
began to cry: O destiny maker
[Brahmal, teacher of the
universe, kindly designate my
name and place. (8)

“The all-powerful Brahma,
born from the lotus flower,
pacified the boy with gentle
words, accepting his request,
and said: Do not cry. I shall
certainly do as you desire. (9)

“Thereafter, Brahma said: O
chief of the demigods, you shall
be called by the name Rudra by
all people because you have
anxiously cried. (10)

“My dear boy, I have already

The Birth of Lord Siva

When Lord Brahmas four sons known as
the Kumara's (great sages who keep them-
selves as children) refused to generate
progeny to fill the universe, Lord Brahma
became angry, and his anger came out as a
child (Siva) from between his eyebrows.

selected the following places for
your residence: the heart, the
senses, the air of life, the sky,
the air, the fire, the water, the
earth, the sun, the moon, and
austerity. (11)

“My dear Rudra, you have
eleven other names: Manyu,
Manu, Mahinasa, Mahan, Siva,
Rtadhvaja, Ugrareta, Bhava,
Kala, Vamadeva, and Dhrta-
vrata. (12)

“0 Rudra, you also have
eleven wives, called the Rudra-
nis, and they are as follows:
Dhi, Dhrti, Rasala, Uma, Niyut,
Sarpi, I1a, Ambika, [ravati,
Svadha, and Diksa.” (13)

Siva and Parvati, as his wife
is also known, have their abode
in Siva-loka, between the
material and spiritual worlds
(see Brahma-samhita 5.43). This
description is of how Siva
appeared in the material world.

I are the supreme cause of the material
manifestation. I am the Supersoul, the
self-sufficient witness. But imperson-
ally there is no difference between
Brahma. Lord Siva, and Me.”

In other words, all three divinities
are one because they are all avataras, or
descents of the Supreme, for the cre-
ation, maintenance, and annihilation of
the material world. In this context, they
are known as guna-avataras, and they
preside over the modes of passion (em-
bodied by Brahma, the creator), good-
ness (embodied by Visnu, the main-
tainer), and ignorance (embodied by
Siva, the destroyer). All three of these
avataras are considered aspects of the
same principle of Godhead.

The Mahabharata too (Anusasana-
parva 135) says that Visnu and Siva are
nondifferentand even counts the names
Siva,Sarva, Sthanu, Isana,and Rudra—
names traditionally identified with
Siva—among the thousand names of

Visnu. Such identification between Siva |

and the Supreme Lord seemingly gives
weight totheidea of contemporary Hin-
duism that all the gods mentioned in the
Vedic literature are one.

But a close study of scripture shows

that while there is reason to see Siva as
nondifferent from Visnu, there is also
reason to distinguish strongly between
them. According to Bhagavad-gita,
whichis accepted by nearly all classes of
transcendentalists in India—including
Vaisnavas and S'aivilcs—\/igr]u (Krsna)
is the ultimate Godhead, to whom even
Siva must bow down. This is not a mat-
ter of opinion or sectarian prejudice.
Krsna identifies Himself as the source
of all material and spiritual worlds
(Bg. 10.8), and Arjuna confirms that
Krsna is indeed supreme (Bg. 10.12).
Krsna is “the God of all the gods”
(devesa, Bg. 11.37).

In countless incidents from the
Puranas, Siva isclearlyseentobe Visnu’s
devotee. For example, there is the story
of Vrkasura, a demon who practiced
severe austerities and then asked Siva
for a boon—the power to kill at once
any living being whose head Vrkasura
would merely touch. Siva granted the
boon, but was soon to regret his deci-
sion, for Vrka came after him to try out
the newfound power. Lord Siva ran to
all parts of the universe to escape this
power-mad devotee and finally ended
up at the door of the kingdom of Visnu.
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_ Hearing the words of a frightened
Siva, Visnu devised a plan to help him.
Visnu appeared directly before Vrk-
asura and told him Siva was not to be
trusted. *Sivais fond of joking and even
lying,” said Visnu. “I am sure he is not
telling you the truth. He was just teasing
you. Touch your own head, and you will
see that nothing will happen.”

Vrka, of course, touched his own
head and died. But the point of this
story, in the present context, is Visnu’s
superiority over Siva, who could not
resolve the problem on his own. After
racing through the entire material cos-
mos to escape Vrkasura, Siva sought
refuge in Visnu, the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead.

To counter this, Siva devotees cite
traditions in which Rama, for example,
is seen as a devotee of Siva. This would
make an avatara of Visnu subservient
to Siva, and thus support the tenets of
Saivism. But upon closer study Rama’s
worship of Siva turns out to be a later
tradition, not supported in Valmiki’s
Ramayana. Moreover, even these later
traditions explain that Rama became a
devotee of Siva only out of etiquette:

(please turn to page 56)
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM | I

ORIGINS OF THE
SUBTLE ELEMENTS

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord k apila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about the fundamental principles of
material nature. As the Stimad-Bhagavatam continues,
Lord Kapila describes how transformations create subtle
elements, beginning here with taste.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 26

41 STMETEEAINEEl  QaNiidan |
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ripa-matrad vikurvanat
tejaso daiva-codiiat

rasa-matram abhiit tasmad
ambho jihva rasa-grahah

ripa-matrai—which evolves from the subtle element form;:

vikurvanat—undergoing transformation; tejasah—{rom
fire; daiva-coditat—under a superior arrangement; rasa-
matram—the subtle element taste; abhiit—became
manifested; tasmar—from that; ambhah—water; jihva—
the sense of taste; rasa-grahah—which perceives taste.

By the interaction of fire and the visual sensation, the
subtle element taste evolves under a superior arrange-
ment. From taste, water is produced, and the tongue,
which perceives taste, is also manifested.

PURPORT: The tongue is described here as the instrument
for acquiring knowledge of taste. Because taste is a
product of water, there is always saliva on the tongue.

42w Ay TS ER AT |
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kasayo madhuras tiktah
katv amla iti naikadha

bhautikanam vikarena
rasa eko vibhidyate

kasayah—astringent; madhurah—sweet; tiktah—Dbitter;
katu—pungent; amlah—sour; iti—thus; na-ekadha—
manifoldly; bhautikanam—of other substances; vikarena—
by transformation; rasahi—the subtle element taste;
ekah—originally one; vibhidyate—is divided.

Although originally one, taste becomes manifold as

| astringent, sweet, bitter, pungent, sour and salty due to

contact with other substances.
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kledanam pindanam trptih
pranandapyayanondanam
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tapapanodo bhiyastvam
ambhaso vritayas tv imah

kledanam—moistening; pindanam—coagulating; trptih—
causing satisfaction; pranana—maintaining life; apyayana
—refreshing; undanam—softening; tapa—rheat; apanodah
—driving away; bhiiyastvam—being in abundance; am-
bhasah—of water; vritayah—the characteristic functions;
tu—in fact; imah—these.

The characteristics of water are exhibited by its moistening
other substances, coagulating various mixtures, causing
satisfaction, maintaining life, softening things, driving
away heat, incessantly supplying itself to reservoirs of
water, and refreshing by slaking thirst.

PURPORT: Starvation can be mitigated by drinking water.
It is sometimes found that if a person who has taken a vow
to fast takes a little water at intervals, the exhaustion of
fasting is at once mitigated. In the Vedas it is also stated,
apomayah pranah: “Life depends on water.” With water,
anything can be moistened or dampened. Flour dough can
be prepared with a mixture of water. Mud is made by
mixing earth with water. As stated in the beginning of
Srimad-Bhagavatam, water is the cementing ingredient of
different material elements. If we build a house, water is
actually the constituent in making the bricks. Fire, water
and air are the exchanging elements for the entire material
manifestation, but water is most prominent. Also, exces-
sive heat can be reduced simply by pouring water on the
heated field.

44 TWEATEEAEIAEl  QTfaT |
TRAETF SITEAT JrRg ST: Ivgll

rasa-matrad vikurvanad
ambhaso daiva-coditat

gandha-matram abhiit tasmat
prthvi ghranas tu gandhagah

rasa-matrat—which evolves from the subtle element taste;
vikurvanat—undergoing transformation; ambhasah—I{rom
water; daiva-coditat—Dby a superior arrangement; gandha-
matram—the subtle element odor; abhii i
fest; tasmar—from that; prthvi—earth; ghranah—the
olfactory sense; tu—in fact; gandha-gah—which perceives
aromas.

Due to the interaction of water with the taste perception,
the subtle element odor evolves under superior arrange-
ment. Thence the earth and the olfactory sense, by which
we can variously experience the aroma of the earth,
become manifest.

45 TNL(TEICTTFI ARSI TIF |
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karambha-puti-saurabhya-
santogramladibhih prthak

dravyavayava-vaisamyad
gandha eko vibhidyate

karambha—mixed; puti—offensive; saurabhya—Ifragrant;
santa—mild; ugra—strong, pungent; amla—acid; adibhih
—and so on; prithak—separately; dravya—of substance;
avayava—of portions; vaisamyat—according to diversity;
gandhah—odor; ekah—one; vibhidyate—is divided.

Odor, although one, becomes many—as mixed, offensive,
fragrant, mild, strong, acidic and so on—according to the
proportions of associated substances.

PURPORT: Mixed smell is sometimes perceived in food-
stuffs prepared from various ingredients, such as vege-
tables mixed with different kinds of spices and asafetida.
Bad odors are perceived in filthy places, good smells are
perceived from camphor, menthol and similar other
products, pungent smells are perceived from garlic and
onions, and acidic smells are perceived from turmeric and
similar sour substances. The original aroma is the odor
emanating from the earth, and when it is mixed with
different substances, this odor appears in different ways.

46 WA FEW: A qwol afgRmun |
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bhavanari brahmanah sthanam
dharanam sad-visesanam

sarva-sattva-gunodbhedah
prthivi-vriti-laksanam

bhavanam—modeling forms; brahmanah—of the Supreme
Brahman; sthanam—constructing places of residence;
dharanam—containing substances; sat-visesanam—

| distinguishing the open space; sarva—all; sattva—of

existence; guna—qualities; udbhedah—1the place for
manifestation; prthivi—of earth; vriti—of the functions;
laksanam—the characteristics.

The characteristics of the functions of earth can be per-
ceived by modeling forms of the Supreme Brahman, by
constructing places of residence, by preparing pots to con-
tain water, etc. In other words, the earth is the place of
sustenance for all elements.

PURPORT: Different elements, such as sound, sky, air, fire
and water, can be perceived in the earth. Another feature
of the earth especially mentioned here is that earth can
manifest different forms of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. By this statement of Kapila’s it is confirmed that
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Brahman, has
innumerable forms, which are described in the scriptures.
By manipulation of earth and its products, such as stone,
wood and jewels, these forms of the Supreme Lord can be
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present before our eyes. When a form of Lord Krsna or
Lord Visnu is manifested by presentation of a statue made
of earth, it is not imaginary. The earth gives shape to the
Lord’s forms as described in the scriptures.

In the Brahma-sambhita there is description of Lord
Krsna’s lands, the variegatedness of the spiritual abode,
and the forms of the Lord playing a flute with His spiritual
body. All these forms are described in the scriptures, and
when they are thus presented they become worshipable.
They are not imaginary as the Mayavada philosophy says.
Sometimes the word bhdavana is misinterpreted as “imagi-
nation.” But bhavana does not mean “imagination;” it
means giving actual shape to the description of Vedic
literature. Earth is the ultimate transformation of all living
entities and their respective modes of material nature.
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nabho-guna-viseso 'rtho
vasya tac chrotram ucyate

vayor guna-viseso 'rtho
vasya tat sparsanam viduh

nabhah-guna-visesah—the distinctive characteristic of sky
(sound); arthah—object of perception; yasya—whose; tar—
that; srotram—the auditory sense; ucyate—is called; vayoh
guna-visesah—the distinctive characteristic of air (touch);
arthah—object of perception; yasya—whose: tat—that;
sparsanam—the tactile sense; viduh—they know.

The sense whose object of perception is sound is called the
auditory sense, and that whose object of perception is
touch is called the tactile sense.

PURPORT: Sound is one of the qualifications of the sky
and is the subject matter for hearing. Similarly, touch is the
qualification of the air and is the subject of the touch
sensation.
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tejo-guna-viseso 'rtho
yasya tac caksur ucyate

ambho-guna-viseso "rtho
yasya tad rasanarm viduh

bhiimer guna-viseso ‘rtho
yasya sa ghrana ucyate

tejah-guna-visesah—the distinctive characteristic of fire
(form); arthah—obiject of perception; yasya—whose; rat—
that; caksuh—the sense of sight; ucyate—is called;

ambhah-guna-visesah—the distinctive characteristic of
water (taste); arthah—object of perception; yasya—whose;
tat—that; rasanam—the sense of taste; viduh—they know;
bhiimeh guna-visesah—the distinctive characteristic of
earth (odor); arthah—object of perception; yasya—whose;
sah—that; ghranah—the sense of smell; ucyate—is called.

The sense whose object of perception is form, the distinc-
tive characteristic of fire, is the sense of sight. The sense
whose object of perception is taste, the distinctive charac-
teristic of water, is known as the sense of taste. Finally, the
sense whose object of perception is odor, the distinctive
characteristic of earth, is called the sense of smell.
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parasya drsyate dharmo
hy aparasmin samanvayat
ato viseso bhavanam
bhamav evopalaksyate

parasya—of the cause; drsyate—is observed; dharmah—
the characteristics; hi—indeed; aparasmin—in the effect;
samanvayai—in order; atah—hence; visesah—the distinc-
tive characteristic; bhavanam—of all the elements:
bhitmau—in earth; eva—alone; upalaksyate—is observed.

Since the cause exists in its effect as well, the characteris-
tics of the former are observed in the latter. That is why
the peculiarities of all the elements exist in the earth alone.

PURPORT: Sound is the cause of the sky, sky is the cause of
the air, air is the cause of fire, fire is the cause of water, and
water is the cause of earth. In the sky there is only sound;
in the air there are sound and touch; in the fire there are
sound, touch and form; in water there are sound, touch,
form and taste; and in the earth there are sound, touch,
form, taste and smell. Therefore earth is the reservoir of all
the qualities of the other elements. Earth is the sum total
of all other elements. The earth has all five qualities of the
elements, water has four qualities, fire has three, air has
two, and the sky has only one quality, sound.
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etany asarmhatya yada
mahad-adini sapta vai

kala-karma-gunopeto
jagad-adir upavisat

etani—these; asarmhatya—Dbeing unmixed; yada—when;
mahat-adini—the mahat-tattva, false ego and five gross
clements; sapta—all together seven; vai—in fact; kala—
time; karma—work; guna—and the three modes of
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material nature; upeiah—accompanied by; jagai-adih—the
origin of creation; upavisar—entered.

When all these elements were unmixed, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, the origin of creation, along with
time, work, and the qualities of the modes of material
nature, entered into the universe with the total material
energy in seven divisions.

PURPORT: After stating the generation of the causes,
Kapiladeva speaks about the generation of the effects. At
that time when the causes were unmixed, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, in His feature of Garbhodakasayi
Visnu, entered within each universe. Accompanying Him
were all of the seven primary elements—the five material
elements, the total energy (mahat-tattva) and the false ego.
This entrance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead
involves His entering even the atoms of the material
world. This is confirmed in the Brahma-samhita (5.35):
andantara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-stham. He is not only
within the universe, but within the atoms also. He is within
the heart of every living entity. Garbhodakasayi Visnu, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, entered into everything.

51 JEERAIGESHA TRASTANTY |
Sfud gedt qugafeegat faz nuti

tatas tenanuviddhebhyo
yuktebhyo ‘ndam acetanam

wtthitam puruso yasmdd
udatisthad asau virat

tatah—then; tena—>by the Lord; anuviddhebhyah—Irom
these seven principles, roused into activity; yuktebhyah—
united: andam—an egg; acetanam—unintelligent: utthitam
—arose; purusah—Cosmic Being; yasmar—ifrom which;
udatisthat—appeared; asau—that; virar—celebrated.

From these seven principles, roused into activity and
united by the presence of the Lord, an unintelligent egg
arose, from which appeared the celebrated Cosmic Being.

PURPORT: In sex life, the combination of matter from the
parents, which involves emulsification and secretion,
creates the situation whereby a soul is received within
matter, and the combination of matter gradually develops
into a complete body. The same principle exists in the
universal creation: the ingredients were present, but only
when the Lord entered into the material elements was
matter actually agitated. That is the cause of creation. We
can see this in our ordinary experience. Although we may
have clay, water and fire, the elements take the shape of a
brick only when we labor to combine them. Without the
living energy, there is no possibility that matter can take
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shape. Similarly, this material world does not develop
unless agitated by the Supreme Lord as the virar-purusa.
Yasmad udatisthad asau virat: by His agitation, space was
created, and the universal form of the Lord also mani-
fested therein.
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etad andar visesakhyari
krama-vrddhair dasottaraih
toyadibhih parivrtar
pradhanenavriair bahih
vatra loka-vitano "yvam
riapar bhagavato hareh

etai—this; andam—egg; visesa-akhyam-—called visesa;
krama—one after another; vrddhaih—increased; dasa—
ten times; uttaraih—greater: toya-adibhih—by water and
so on; parivrtam—enveloped; pradhanena—by pradhana;
avrtaih—covered; bahih—on the outside; yatra—where:
loka-vitanah—the extension of the planetary systems;
ayam—this; riipam—form; bhagavatah—of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; hareh—of Lord Hari.

This universal egg, or the universe in the shape of an egg,
is called the manifestation of material energy. Its layers of
water, air, fire, sky, ego and mahat-tattva increase in thick-
ness one after another. Each layer is ten times bigger than
the previous one, and the final outside layer is covered by
pradhana. Within this egg is the universal form of Lord
Hari, of whose body the fourteen planetary systems are
parts.

PURPORT: This universe, or the universal sky which we
can visualize with its innumerable planets, is shaped just
like an egg. As an egg is covered by a shell, the universe is
also covered by various layers. The first layer is water, the
next is fire, then air, then sky, and the ultimate holding
crust is pradhana. Within this egglike universe is the
universal form of the Lord as the virat-purusa. All the
different planetary situations are parts of His body. This is
already explained in the beginning of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Second Canto. The planetary systems are considered to
form different bodily parts of that universal form of the
Lord. Persons who cannot directly engage in the worship
of the transcendental form of the Lord are advised to think
of and worship this universal form. The lowest planetary
system, Patala, is considered to be the sole of the Supreme
Lord, and the earth is considered to be the belly of the
Lord. Brahmaloka, or the highest planetary system, where
Brahma lives, is considered to be the head of the Lord.

(continued in the next issue)
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

Ngrﬂ, Amgrfca An ISKCON conference on

education focused on how best to
teach devotee children, both in ISKCON schools and
through home schooling. The conference brought together
teachers, students, parents, and administrators. It took
place in October in Alachua, Florida.

The National Federation of Indian-American Associations
(NFIA) has recognized ISKCON devotee Alfred Ford
(Ambarisa Dasa) as a special “Friend of India.” Ambarisa,
the great-grandson of Henry Ford, was honored at the
NFIA national convention last September in Chicago.

In his keynote address, Ambarisa spoke on the value of
combining American prosperity and India’s Vedic

heritage.

OF

IAN - AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS
th B}‘ENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION

Ambarisa Dasa, great-grandson of Henry Ford, addresses
the convention of the National Federation of Indian-
American Associations.

Delegates to the World Archeological Con-
gress heard radically different ideas about

human evolution from BTG associate editor Drutakarma

Dasa. The Congress took place in early December in New

U United Kingdom

Delhi. Drutakarma’s paper, “Puranic Times and the
Archeological Record,” drew on the eight years of research
that he and others put into their book Forbidden Arche-
ology. In late November Drutakarma did an intensive
U.S.A. speaking tour in conjunction with that book and its
condensed version, The Hidden History of the Human
Race.

The memorial to Srila Prabhupada in Sridham Mayapur,
West Bengal, opened to the public at the end of February.
The form of Srila Prabhupada was installed in the central
chamber, and daily piija (offerings of respect) began.

The memorial is a puspa samadhi, a shrine with flowers
that adorned Srila Prabhupada’s body at the time of his
passing away.

A school outside Surat, Gujarat, combines regular aca-
demic courses with Krsna conscious training. The
government-accredited English-medium school, run by
ISKCON members, now has 130 students, 40 boarding at
the school and attending a full early-morning program of
spiritual practices. The school teaches five levels, from
nursery through third standard, and will add one standard
a year until it reaches twelfth. For more information, see
page 61.

Devotees and guests celebrated
the twenty-fifth anniversary, in
October, of the London Hare Krsna temple. Located near
Oxford Street, the temple is the oldest Vedic temple in
London. Dr. L. M. Singhvi, the Indian High Commissioner,
presided over the function. A thousand guests attended.

Ratnarafijini Devi Dasi, a disciple of Srila Prabhupada’s,
passed away in Scotland at the end of December. She was
the wife of Glasgow temple president Balabhadra Dasa and
the mother of two children. She faithfully served Lord
Krsna in South Africa and the U.K. for many years. Even

To get much of our news, Back to Godhead teams up with ISKCON World Review, the newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
For more detailed news, subscribe to ISKCON World Review (see page 59).
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while enduring a brain
tumor the last few years,
she inspired many devo-
tees by her firm determina-
tion to remember Lord

Krsna.
m Devotees
have opened
a center in downtown
Rome. Named the Hare
Krsna Forum, the center
distributes Krsna-
prasadam (food offered to
Lord Krsna) and offers
courses on Bhagavad-gita
As It Is, Ayur Veda, hatha-
yoga, and astrology. o
A prominent political __ 3 8
figure in Bosnia and
Herzegovina has visited
the ISKCON temple in Sarajevo. In November Mr.
Stjepan Kljuic, leader of the Republican party, feasted on
Krsna-prasadam at the temple and received a copy of
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Despite the danger and turmoil in
former Yugoslavia, devotees in Sarajevo regularly pass out
prasadam, sell Srila Prabhupada’s books, and hold public
pI’Ugl’ZlI‘l’lS‘

Rathayatra in Porto Alegre, Brazil.

Priyavrata Dasa, international coordinator for Hare Krishna Food for Life, shows
residents of Sukhumi, Georgia (CIS), the cover story in the Jan./Feb. *94 issue of
BTG, which reported on the Food for Life program in Sukhumi. The woman on the
far right is Narto, one of the program’s volunteers, who was happy to find her photo
in the article.
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The Durban Rathayatra festival
received nearly fifteen minutes of
nationwide television coverage on “Good Morning, South
Africa.” The perfect December weather helped draw large
crowds to the four-day festival. Guests of honor included
Durban Mayor Mike Lipschitz and U. S. Consul General

South Africa

Pamela E. Bridgewater.

; . Thailand’s royal
Thadand family received a

set of Srila Prabhupada’s Srimad-
Bhagavatam in October. At the
Grand Palace, home of the
legendary Emerald Buddha, Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha-
chakri Sirindhorn formally
accepted the books on behalf of
His Majesty Bhumibol Rama IX.
The Hare

Mauntms Krsna Students

Newsletter goes out to two hun-
dred schools and colleges in

Mauritius.

H@ Ten thousand people
attended ISKCON’s
Ratha-yatra in Porto Alegre,
Brazil. The seven-hour festival was
held in September in Redemption
Park, in the heart of the city.
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SRILA PRABHUPADA’S CENTENNIAL—1996

A thousand people joined two hundred ISKCON devotees | ISKCON Vrndavana has started a program to give 108

on a Srila Prabhupada Centennial walk from Mayapur to
Calcutta in December. The beats of one hundred mrdangas
(drums) accompanied the chanting of the holy names.

To commemorate the Centennial, ISKCON Mayapur has
released a book/tape set of Srila Prabhupada’s Gitar-gan,
his rendering of Bhagavad-gita into Bengali verse. Six tape
cassettes give the verses, chanted by professional singers in
Indian classical tunes. Along with the cassettes comes a
hardbound edition of the text: the original Bengali for
distribution in Bengal, or for elsewhere a transliteration in
Roman characters and an English translation.

To celebrate the release, a program was held on Febru-
ary 5 at Kala Mandir, the largest and best auditorium in
Calcutta. A Manipuri dance troupe performed. Shrikumar
Banarjee, the music director for the Gitar-gan tapes, gave a
sarod recital. Then, introduced by Bhakti Caru Swami, the
artists who recorded the Gitar-gan performed it live.

Hindi sets of Srila Prabhupada’s books to asramas,
colleges, and public libraries in the greater Vrndavana
drcd.

Each book in the 25-book set will contain a foil sticker
stating, “Books donated by ISKCON (The International
Society for Krishna Consciousness), Founder-Acarya His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Visit Krishna-Balaram Mandir in Vrndavana. Please chant
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare to attain life’s
perfection.” For information on contributing to this
project, please see page 61.

| Several teams of devotees from ISKCON Mayapur are

holding programs at schools all over Bengal to acquaint

students with the life and teachings of Srila Prabhupada.

The programs include talks, quizzes, awards, and distri-
| bution of prasadam.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra India

Padayatra India celebrated its
tenth anniversary in September,
when the party entered the holy
town of Pandharpur, Maha-
rashtra. The party was received
by Mr. Suhakar Paricharak, a
member of the legislative assem-
bly, and Mr. Lakshminarayan
Bhattad, the mayor, who gar-
landed the Padayatra Deities and
all the Padayatra devotees.
Padayatra India is now on its
fourth tour of the country and has
covered 45,000 kilometers. The
devotees plan to stay on the road
at least through 1996. ISKCON
Television (ITV) has released a
ninety-minute video on Pada-
yatras around the world. To order,
see page 60.

For more information about Padayatra, contact:

Padayatra Worldwide
62, Sant Nagar, New Delhi 110 065, India
Phone: 491 (011) 646-9633; fax: +91 (011) 647-0742

India’s tenth anniversary.

Padayatra England and Europe
Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath,
Watford, Herts. WD2 8EP, England.
Phone: +44 (92) 385-7244
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SIVA (continued from page 48)
Ramawanted tobecome a greater devo-
tee of Siva than the evil Ravana was,
and then ask Siva for permission to
defeat Ravana.

The Ramayana offers many stories
about the glories of Siva—his destruc-
tion of Daksa’s sacrifice, his marriage
with Uma (Parvati), his drinking of the
ocean of poison, his killing of the de-
mon Andhaka, his cursing of Kandarpa
—but ultimately the Ramayana makes
the supremacy of Rama quite clear.
Rama (as an incarnation of Visnu) is
supreme.

The differences between Siva and
Visnu should be further underlined.
As Srila Prabhupada says (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 3.9.16, purport),

Of the three principal agents control-
ling the three modes of material
nature, Visnu is the Almighty; even
though He is within material nature
for the purpose of maintenance, He
is not controlled by the laws of ma-
terial nature. The other two, Brahma
and Siva, although almost as greatly
powerfulas Visnu, are within the con-
trol of the material energy of the
Supreme Lord.

Siva is superior to Brahma, who is an
empowered soul (jiva), but Siva is not
quite on the same level as Visnu. It is
therefore said that Siva is a unique liv-
ing being who merits his own category,
known as siva-tattva.

To clarify Lord Siva’s position, the
Brahma-samhita (5.45) offers an anal-
ogy: “When milk is transformed by ac-
ids into yogurt, the yogurt is neither the
same as nor different from the milk. I
adore the primeval Lord Govinda
[Krsna, Visnu], of whom Lord Siva is a
transformation for performing the work
of destruction.”

Though milk and yogurt are essen-
tially nondifferent, yogurt is a product
of milk. One can use milk to make ghee,
cheese, ice cream, or yogurt, but one
cannot turn yogurt into milk. Clearly,
then, Siva’s divinity is intimately con-
nected with, even dependent upon, his
relationship to Visnu.

This is made clearer still in the Bhag-
avatam (3.28.22): “The blessed Lord
Siva becomes all the more blessed by
bearing on his head the holy waters of
the Ganges. which has its source in the
water that washed the Lordslotus feet.”

56

] Srila Prabhupada comments, “Lord
Siva is important because he is holding
on hishead the holy Ganges water, which
has its origin in the footwash of Lord
Visnu.

“In the Hari-bhakti-vilasa, by Sana- I

tana Gosvami, itis said that anyone who
puts the Supreme Lord and the demi-
gods, including Lord Siva and Lord
Brahma, on the same level at once be-
comes a pasandi, or atheist. We should
never consider the Supreme Lord Visnu
and the demigods to be on an equal
footing.”

So, theologically, Siva is both God
and yet different from God as well.
Because of Siva's intimate contact with
the quality of ignorance and with mat-

| ter (which is innately ignorant), the

| living beings in this world cannot re-

ceive the same spiritual restoration by
worshiping him as by worshiping Visnu.

And yet they try. As mentioned ear-
lier, the worshipers of Siva are second in
number only to the worshipers of Visnu.
Saiva Siddhanta, a form of Siva worship
found mainly in South India, is a force

| to be reckoned with, and Vira Saivism
(or Lingayatism), another form of the
religion, is popular in the South Indian
| state of Karnataka.

There are other forms of Siva wor-
ship as well, but the only authorized
form comes down in the Rudra Sam-
pradaya, also known as the Visnusvami
Sampradaya, an authorized Vaisnava
lineage in which Siva is worshiped as
the greatest devotee of Visnu. Its adher-
ents say that ultimate liberation comes
from devotion to Visnu. And Siva, they
say, showed how to be the perfect devo-
tee. Even Siva himself confirms that
one can achieve the supreme destina-
tion only by the mercy of Visnu. Lord
Sivasays,mukti-pradaiasarvesar visnur
eva na samsayah: “There is no doubt
that Visnu is the deliverer of liberation
for everyone.” B

Satyaraja Dasa is a disciple of Srila

Prabhupada and a regular contributor

to Back to Godhead. He has written sev-

eral books on Krsna consciousness. He
| and his wife live in New York City.

The

-

he Bhaktivedanta Archives has
prepared the first of twenty new
16-tape folders of never-before-

released lectures by His Divine Grace

Srila Prabhupada
Tape Ministry

New

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada. Where the original material
allows, we have included Jaya Radha
Madhava, word-for-word chanting and
translation, and kirtana at the conclu-
sion of the class.

A folder of sixteen tapes will be
released every other month until the
full set of twenty new folders has been
completed. This means that the original
tape ministry of 711 tapes will expand
to over 1,000 tapes. These new tapes
have been prepared using newly
acquired state-of-the-art audio-editing
equipment that introduces the listener
to a sound quality never before avail-
able for Srila Prabhupada’s lectures.

N

ONE FOLDER—5%59

(16 cassette tapes)

20 FOLDERS—51,001
(Full set of tapes)

Shipping and handling: add $5
per folder. NC residents add 6%
sales tax.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives
P.O. Box 255, Sandy Ridge. NC 27046. Tel: (910) 871-3636, fax: 3641
Europe: P.O. Box 351, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 1SW, UK Tel/fax: 44 ((0) Y23 852 289
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THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS

Some of Our Centers Worldwite

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

CANADA

Calgary, Alberta — 313 Fourth Street N.E., T2E 353/ Tel. {403) 238-0602
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. (514) 521-1301
# Oliawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset Streef E., KIN 64/ Tel. (613) 565-6544
Renina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack Street, 54T 2H8/ Tel, (306) 525-1640
# Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Road, M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415
# Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 S.E. Marine Drive, Burnaby \/5J 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-9728

FARM COMMUNITY
Asheroft, B.C. —Saranagati Dhama, Box 99, VOK 140
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Hamilton, Ontario —Govinda's, 195 Locke Street, South, L8T 4B5/ Tel. (413) 523-6209
Vancouver — The Hare Krishna Place, 46 Begbie Street, New Westminster

U.S.A.

# Alanta, Geargia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Avenue N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Avenue, Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624
or 4069
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha Street, 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274
Boston, Massachusetls — 72 Commonwealth Avenue, 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611
Champaign, lllinois — 608 W. Elm Street, 61801/ Tel. (217) 344-2562
¢ Chicago, lllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Avenue, 60626/ Tel. (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio — 2704 Bridge Avenue, 44113/ Tel. (216) 579-9510
4 Columbus, Ohio —373 W._ Eighth Ave., 43201/ Tel. (614) 421-1661
4 Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Avenue, 75223/ Tel. (214) 827-6330
# Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry Street, 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Avenue, 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000
Encinitas, California — 470 First Street, 92024/ Tel. (619) 634-1698
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th Street, 32603/ Tel, (304) 336-4183
Gurabo, Puerto Rico —Route 181, P.0. Box 8440 HC-01, 00778-9763/ Tel. (809) 737-1658
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main Street, E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. {203) 289-7252
# Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th Street, 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482
& Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion Street, 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029
Long Island, New York — 197 8. Ocean Avenue, Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 867-9045
# Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Avenue, 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676

4 Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia Street, 33133 (mail: P.0. Box 337, Coconut Grove, FL 33233)/

Tel. (305) 442-7218

# New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Avenue, 70119
New York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn Street, Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 41 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 529 South Street, 19147/ Tel. (215) 829-0077

# St Louis, Missouri— 3926 Lindell Boulevard., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085

# San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Avenue, Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California — 84 Carl Street, 34117/ Tel. (415) 661-7320
San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart Street, Berkeley, 94705/ Tel. (510) 540-9215
Sealtle, Washington — 1420 2268th Avenue 5.E., Issaquah, 38027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293

Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic Street (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (904) 681-9258

Topanga, California — 20395 Callon Drive, 90290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey— P.0. Box 109, 07082/ Tel. (201) 299-0370
# Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Drive, 85719/ Tel. (602) 792-0630

Walla Walla, Washington — 314 E. Poplar, 39362/ Tel. (509) 525-7133

Washington, D.C. —600 Ninth Street, NE, 20002/ Tel. (202) 547-1444

Washington, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Drive, Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 288-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — P.0. Box 819, 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-2017

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 799-1354

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmacks Mill Road, 27278/
Tel. (919) 732-6492

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-6868

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) —R.0. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING

Boise, [daho — Govinda's, 500 W. Main Street, 83702/ Tel, (208) 338-9710

Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th 5t., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531

Gainesville, Florida — Govinda's, 1222 W. University Ave,, 32602/ Tel, (904) 376-9393

Ojai, California — Govinda's Veggie Buffet, 1002 £ Ojai Ave., 93023/ Tel. (805) 646-1133

Prova, Utah — Govinda's Buffet, 260 North University, 84601/ Tel. (801) 375-0404

Ukiah, California — Govinda's Cuisine, 111 5. State 5t., 95482/ Tel. (707) 462-0244

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

Belfast, Northern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (0232) 620530
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgebaston, B16 9TB/ Tel. +44 (021) 420-4599
Bristol, England — 2 Perry Rd., Bristol BS1 580
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radiord
(mail: 19 Gloucester St., CV1 38BZ)/ Tel. +44 (0203) 555420
Dublin, Ireland — 56 Dame St., Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 679-1306
Glasgow, Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Rd., Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 OES/ Tel. +44
(0555) 894780
Leicester, England — 21/21A Thoresby 5t., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/ Tel. +44 (0533) 762587
Liverpool, England — 114 Bold 5t., Liverpool L1 4HY
London, England (city) — 10 Soho 5t., London W1V 504/ Tel. +44 (071) 4373662
Landon, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire
WD2 BEP/ Tel. +44 (0923) 857244
London, England (south) —42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, London SE25/ Tel. +44 (081) 656-4296
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (061) 2264416
Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 21 Leazes Park Rd., NE1 4PF/ Tel. +44 (091) 2220150

FARM COMMUNITIES

County Wicklow, Ireland — Rathgorragh, Kiltegan/ Tel. +353 508-73305
Lisnaskea, N. Ireland —Hare Krishna Island, BT92 9GN Lisnaskea, Co. Fremanagh/ Tel. +44 (03657} 21512
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Manchester, England — Krishna's, 20 Cyril St., Manchester 14/ Tel. +44 (061) 226 965

{Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For
information, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood,
Herts WD6 1NB/ Tel. +44 [081] 805-1244.)

INDIA

Apartala, Tripura — Assam-Agariala Rd., Banamalipur, 739001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380054/
Tel. (079) 649945 or 649982

Allahabad, U. P. —403 Baghambari Housing Scheme, Bharadwaj Puram, Allahapur, Allahabad
211006/ Tel. (0532} 609213 or 607885

Bamanbore, Gujarat — N.H. 84, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560010/
Tel. (080) 321 956 or 342 818 or 322 346

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 330021/ Tel. (0265) 326299 or 321012

Belgaum, Karnataka — Shukravar Peth, Tilak Wadi, 590006

Bhayandar, Maharashtra — Shivaji Chowk, Station Rd., Bhayandar (West), Thane 401101/
Tel. (022) 8191920

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751001/ Tel. (074) 55617

Bombay, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 043/ Tel. (022) 6206860

Bombay, Maharashtra —7 K. M. Munshi Marg, Chowpatty, 400007/ Tel. (022) 3634078

Calcutta, W. Bengal —3C Albert Rd., 700017/ Tel. (033) 2473757 or 2476075

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-8, 160036/ Tel. (0172) 601590 and 603232

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu — Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagesan Rd.1, 641011/ Tel. (0422) 445978

Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781001/ Tel. (0361) 31208

Guntur, A.P. —Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522509

Hanumkonda, A.P. —Neeladri Rd., Kapuwada, 506011/ Tel. 08712-77399

Hyderabad, A.P. —Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500001/ Tel. (040) 592018, 552924

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795001/ Tel. (0385) 21587

Kollur, Karnataka—Garuda Guha Ashram, Kollur 576220/ Tel. (08254) 58211

Kurukshetra, Haryana — Hare Krishna Dham, 805, Sector 13/ Tel. (01744) 32806 or 33529

Kurukshetra, Haryana — 369 Gudri Muhalla, Main Bazaar, 132118

Madras, Tamil Nadu — 59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600017/ Tel. (044) 443266

Mangalore, Karnataka — New Bungalow, D. No. 22-3-524, near Morgans Gate, Jeppu, Mangalore
(mail: P.0. Box 15, Mangalore 575001)/ Tel. (0824) 28895

Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia
(mail: P.0. Box 10279 (Ballyganj), Calcutta)/ Tel. (03472) 45250

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440010/ Tel. (0712) 529932

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road {Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061),
110065/ Tel. (011) 6419701 or 6412058

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110026/ Tel. (011) 5410782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krsna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413304/ Tel. (0218) 622473

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, B00016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411001/ Tel. (0212) 667259

Puri, Orissa — Sipasurubuli Puri, Dist. Puri

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
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Some of Qur Centers Worldwide

Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri/ Tel. (06752) 23740

Secunderabad, A.P. —27 St. John's Road, 500026/ Tel. (040) 805232

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004

Siliguri, W. Bengal —Gitalpara, 734401/ Tel. (0353) 26619

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395005/ Tel. (0261) 685516 or 685891

Tirupati, A, P. —K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar, 517507/ Tel. (08574) 20114

Trivandrum, Kerala —T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695014/ Tel. (0471) 68197

Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182101/ Tel. (0199) 298

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, 338120/ Tel. (02692) 30796

\rindavana, U. P. —Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Mathura Dist.,, 281124/ Tel. (0565) 442-478 or 442-355
FARM COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat —Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimgan]

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442603

Hyderabad, A. P. —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Ta., R.R. District, 501401/ Tel. 552924

Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

Shimaoga Dist., Karnataka —Vallor Valley, P.0. Nagodi, Hosanagar Talug 577425, Shimoga Dist.
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT

Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700071

SOUTH AFRICA

Cape Town — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (021) 689 1529
Durban — Chatsworth Centre., Chatsworth 4030, Natal {mail: P.0. Box 56003)/ Tel. +27 (031) 433-328
Johannesburg — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001 (mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg 2000}/
Tel. +27 (011) 484-3273
Port Elizabeth — 15 Whitehall Court, Western Rd., Central Port Elizabeth 6001/

Tel. & Fax 427 (041) 521-101

AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 227 Henley Beach Rd., Torrensville, 5. A. 5031/ Tel. +61 (08) 234-1378
Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, QLD (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068}/
Tel. +61 (07) 379-5455
Canberra — P.0. Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. +61 (06) 290-1869
Melbourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +61 (03) 699-5122
Perth — 356 Murray St., Perth (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A. 6053)/ Tel. +61 (09) 481-1114 or
(evenings) 370-1552 i
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, N.5.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.3.W.
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 959-4558
Sydney — 3296 King St., Newtown 2042/ Tel. +61 (02) 550-6524
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383
Millfield, N.5.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock),
N.S.W. (mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W.)/ Tel. +61 (049) 98-1800
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah N. S. W. 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-6579
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Brisbane — Govinda's, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0255
Melbourne — Crossways, Floor 1, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 6502938
Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William 5t., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 227-1684
Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-Away, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst,
N.S.W. 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 380-5162

NEW ZEALAND AND FlJI

Christchurch, NZ — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-180 Christchurch)/ Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: P.0. Box 133)/ Tel. 4679 812912
Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 664112
Rakiraki, Fiji — Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 204)/ Tel. +679 694243
Suva, Fiji — Nasinu 7% miles (P.0. Box 7315, Nasinu)/ Tel. +679 393589
Wellington, NZ — 60 Wade 5t., Wadestown, Wellington (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Tel. +64 (04) 4720510
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland, NZ (New Varshan) — Hwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: B.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, NZ — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 3034885
Christchurch, NZ — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035
Labasa, Fiji — Hare Krishna Restaurant, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji —Gopal's, Comner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St./ Tel. +679 662990
Suva, Fiji —Gopal's, 18 Pratt 5t/ Tel. +679 314154

EUROPE (partial list)

Amsterdam — Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 JX, Amsterdam, The Netherlands/ Tel, +31 (020) 6751404
Athens — Methymnis 18, Kipseli, 11257 Athens, Greece/ Tel. +30 (01) 8658384
Barcelona — c/de L'Oblit 67, 08026 Barcelona, Spain/ Tel. +34 (93) 347-9833

Bergamo, Italy — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG), ltaly/
Tel. +39 (035) 430706

Budapest — Hare Krishna Temple, Mariaremetei ut. 77, Budapest 1028 I, Hungary/ Tel. +36 (01)
1768774

Copenhagen — Baunevej 23, 3400 Hillered, Denmark/ Tel. +45 42286446

Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S, Andrea in Percussina,
San Gasciano, Val di Pesa (Florence) 5002, Italy/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054

Heidelberg — Center for Vedic Studies, Kirfuersten-Anlage 5, 69115 Heidelberg (mail: P.0. Box
101726, 63007 Heidelberg), Germany,/ Tel. +49 (06221) 16 51 01

Helsinki — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D (IIl krs) 00180, Helsinki, Finland/ Tel. +358 (0) 6949879

Lishon — Rua Fernao Lopes, 6, Cascais 2750 (mail: Apartado 2489, Lisbo 1112), Portugal/
Tel. +351 (011) 286 713

Madrid — Espiritu Santo 13, 28004 Madrid, Spain/ Tel. +34 (91) 521-3096

0slo — Senter for Krishnabevissthet, Skolestien 11, 0373 Oslo 3, Norway/ Tel. +47 (022) 494730

Paris — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand, Paris, France/ Tel. +33 (01) 43043263

Prague — Jilova 290, Prague 5-Zlicin 155 21, Czech Republic/ Tel. +42 (02) 3021282 or 3021608

Rome — Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo), ltaly/ Tel. +39 (0761) 527038

Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6940 Septon-Ourbuy. Belgium/ Tel, +32 (086)
322926

Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm, Sweden/ Tel. +46 (08) 6549 002

Vienna — Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170, Austrial Tel. +43 (01) 222455830

Warsaw — Mysiadio k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno, Poland / Tel. +48 (022)562-711

Ziirich — Bergstrasse 54, B030 Zirich, Switzerland/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-33-88

Ziirich — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Ziirich, Switzerland/ Tel. +41 (01) 251-8851
FARM COMMUNITIES

France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Oublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Male/ Tel. +33 (054) 402451

Germany (Nava Jiyada Nrsimha Ksetra) — Zielberg 20, 94118 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 (08583) 316

Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (911) 280018
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS

Barcelona — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona

Copenhagen — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 33337444

Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417

Vienna — Govinda, Lindengasse 2A, 1070 Vienna/ Tel. +43 (01) 5222817

COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (partial list)

Kiev — ul. Menjinskogo, 21-v., 252054 Kiev, Ukraine/Tel. +7 (044) 2444944
Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow, Russia/ Tel. +7 {095) 845-4755
St. Petersburg — ul. Burtseva 20-147, 20-147 Leningrad, Russia/ Tel. +7 (0812) 150-28-80

ASIA (partial list)

Bangkok, Thailand — 139 Soi Puttha Osotha, New Road (near GPO), Bangkok 10500/ Tel. +66 {02)
234-1006

Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203/ Tel. +880 (02) 252428

Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 7396818 i

Jakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (J21) 4899646

Kathmandu, Nepal — Budhanilkantha, Kathmandu (mail: P. 0. Box 3520}/ Tel. +977 (01) 225087

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 3801, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,

Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 7830172

Manila, Philippines — 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. +63 (02) 707410

Singapore — Govinda's Gifts, 763 Mountbatten Road, Singapore 1543/ Tel. +65 440-9092

Tel Aviv—P. (0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480, Israel/ Tel. +972 (03) 5223718

Tokyo, Japan — 1-29-2-202 |zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168/ Tel. +81 (03) 3327-1541

LATIN AMERICA (partial list)

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054 (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 515567

Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Goast Demerara

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 or V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 or 303420

Lima, Peru — Schell 634 Miraflores/ Tel, +51 (014) 910891

Mexico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. +52 (05) 271-22-23

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil — Rua Armando C. de Freitas, 108, B. Tijuca, CEP 22628-088, Rio de Janeiro,
RJ, Brazil/ Tel. +55 (021) 399-4493

San Salvador, El Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana (mail: P.0. Box 1506)/ Tel. +503 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044

Sdo Paulo, Brazil — Av. Angelica, 2583, Centro, CEP 01227-200, S0 Paulo, SP, Brazil/ Tel. +55 {011)
269-7352

AFRICA (partial list)

Lagos, Nigeria — 25 Jaiyeola Ajata St., Ajao Estate, off International Airport Express Rd. (mail: P.0.
Box 8793)/ Tel. & Fax +234 (01) 876169

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.0. Box
82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Mairobi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 289486, Nairobi)/
Tel. +254 (02) 744365

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — Second Tarred Road, Ogwaja Waterside (mail: P.0. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)

FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel. +230 418-3855

4 Temples with restaurants or dining e Revised listing

58 BACK TO GODHEAD « MARCH/ APRIL 1995



(QesouRrceEs

If you have an item for our Re-
sources section, send it in. If we
think it will help our readers—
and it fits our space—we’ll put it
in, as a free service. Hare Krsna.

PUBLICATIONS

Nectar Books—Cowherd Boys Nectar
(Nayananda Thakura’s Preyo-Bhalkti-
Rasdarnava), transcendental science of
sakhya-rasa, including Krsna’s and
Balarama’s ecstatic daily cowherding
lilas, $15. Songs of the Vaisnava
Acaryas Word-for-Word, invaluable
companion to the songbook, $5. Sri
Gauranga Mahima—The Glories of
Sri Gauranga, verses by Sr1 Advaita
Acarya and one hundred verses by
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, $8. Over-
seas add 40% . Nectar Books, P. O.
Box 574, Union City, Georgia 30291,
USA.

NEW RELEASE: A Transcendental
Diary, Volume 3, now available.
Travel with Prabhupada to New
Vrindaban, Washington, D. C., New
York, London, and France in 1976.
580 pages. 24 pages of color.
Hardbound—$30. Softbound—$20.
USA add $5 shipping and handling;

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues:
U.S., $18 for First Class mail,
$10 for Third Class. Outside the
U.S.,$20. For subscriptions, ads,
bulk orders, and news submis-
sions, please write IWR at P. O,
Box 238, Alachua, FL 32615-
(0238. Phone: (904) 462-5054.

Canada add $7; overseas add $10
surface, $20 airmail. Orders must be
paid in US dollars. Florida residents
add 6% sales tax. Volume 2 also
available. Send check or money order
to Lotus Imprints, P. O. Box 2280,
Alachua, FL 32615-2280. Phone:
(904) 462-7768.

Hare Krsna Rural Life—a newsletter
devoted to the development of varn-
asrama, cow protection, OX power,
and self-sufficiency in the Hare Krsna
movement—now available. Published
twice a year. Subscriptions $10, pay-
able to H.K.R.L. ¢/o Hare Krsna
Dasi, 9B Stetson St., Brunswick, ME
04011.

Bhakti-Lata Bija, The Magazine
Sfor Children. Give your children the
opportunity to write or draw for
Krsna and see their work in print.
The 65-page premiere issue includes
Krsna book stories, Mahabharata,
Prabhupada-1ila, Great Vaisnava
Saints, Penpal Service, Quizzes,
Games, Crafts, Coloring, Writing and
Drawings from devotee children
everywhere, and much more. Two
issues now in print. Quarterly. One
issue: £4.99 (sterling, or Irish punts).
Yearly subscription: £19.99. Airmail
outside Europe add £2 for one issue,
£8 for one year. Caranaravinda Devi
Dasi, Bhakti-Lata Bija, Cranageen,
Kiltegan, Co. Wicklow, Ireland.
Phone: +353 (0508) 73229.

" The Art of Caring for Srimari Tulasi

Devi, by Isanah Devi Dasi, a Ph.D.
botanist and the New Dvaraka (Los
Angeles) Tulasi pijari since 1987.
This is a completely new 50-page
book that includes sections on Tulast’s
general care and maintenance,
growing her from seeds, how and
when to transplant, diseases and pests
(illustrated), and formal worship and
special prayers. All proceeds go to
maintaining Srimati Tulasi Devi at
New Dvaraka. Send $5 plus postage
(US: $.75; Canada and Mexico: $1;

elsewhere: $2) to ISKCON, Attn:
Isanah Devi Dasi, 3764 Watseka
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034, USA.

Stay in touch with Sri Mayapur
Subscribe to the quarterly Mayapur
Journal, published and printed in
Switzerland. Read about Mayapur’s
new temple, the Samadhi, the
Deities, the devotees, their activities,
and much more. Published without
interruption for the last six years.
Please send US$12 for a one-year
subscription, or US$20 for a two-
year subscription. Free sample copy.
Donations welcome. Mayapur
Journal, P. O. Box 4742, 6304 Zug,
Switzerland. Fax: +41 (01) 262 31 14

Krsna, Israel, and the Druze: An
Interreligious Odyssey, by Dhira
Govinda Dasa. A fascinating
account of spreading Krsna con-
sciousness among the Druze, a
community whose culture and
tradition remarkably parallel the
Vedic tradition. Softbound, 280
pages, dozens of photos and illustra-
tions. $10.95 plus $2.50 for shipping
in North and South America;
elsewhere add $3 for surface, $6 for
air mail. Florida residents add 6%
sales tax. Send check or money
order payable to David Wolf, P. O.

| Box 14672, Gainesville, FL 32604,

Quantity discounts available.

NEW BOOK!—The Beggar, by
Bhaktitirtha Swami. Meditations on
and prayers to the Supreme Lord.
Softbound, 176 pages, 20 black-and-
white photos. $11.95. Add $2 for
shipping and handling (outside U.S.
add $5). Hari-Nama Press, P. O. Box

| 76451, Washington, DC 20013.

Phone: (202) 332-0575.

Books by Sadaputa Dasa. Issues in
scientific understanding, explored by
a scientist trained in the Vedic para-
digm. Write to Govardhan Hill
Publishing, P. O. Box 52-211, Badger,
California, 93603.
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RESOURCES

ISKCON Communications Journal,
an internal forum of news and views
on preacher training, practice, and
communication. Each issue contains
articles written by ISKCON devotees,
members of other religious traditions,
and scholars. Subscription rates: One
year—518 or £10 or 25DM; two years
—3$32 or £18 or 45DM. Write to ICJ,
6 Quarry Court, Helen’s Bay, BT19
I'TY, Northern Ireland.

Now available: Srila Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura’s Sri Caitanya-bha gavata,
complete in four volumes, in a new
easy-to-read translation by Kusa-
kratha Dasa. To get your copy, send
your name and address and a check or
money order for $39.95 ($49.95 out-
side U.S.) to: The Krsna Institute,
Dept. B, P. O. Box 281, Culver City,
CA 90232, USA. Phone (310) 838-

from the great past Vaisnava acaryas
available. Write for a free catalog.

AUDIO-VISUAL

Now available in Europe—VIHE
seminar tapes from Vrndavana 1994.
Free catalog. Contact Radhadesh
Tape Ministry, Chateau de Petite
Somme, 6940 Septon-Durbuy,
Belgium.

Padayatra Worldwide—New Video
from ITV. Ninety minutes. $15 plus
postage (US: $5; elsewhere: $14). ITV,
P. O. Box 556 Topanga, CA 90291.
Phone: (310) 559-7100.

Gour Govinda Swami Tape Ministry.
Write or call for a free catalog: 369
S. Doheny Drive, Suite 324, Beverly
Hills, CA 90211. Phone: (310) 462-
0144, or (800) 815-6685.

The Indradyumna Swami Tape
Ministry. Pure association on tape.
Send for your free catalog now. Also,
a new book by Indradyumna Swami—
Daso "Smi, a nectarean collection of
Back to Godhead articles and Vyasa
Piija offerings to Srila Prabhupada.
Indradyumna Swami Correspondence
Office, c/o Racitambara Devi Dasi,

Programs at
Gita Nagari
Port 'Royal, Pennsylvania

Seminars
May 30-June 5

Bhakti Caitanya Swami
To Be Announced

Dhanurdhara Swami
Key Verses from the Scriptures

Romapada Swami
Tattva Sandarbha

Varsana Swami
Sri Gaura Lila

Bharatasrestha Dasa
Writing for Vaisnavas
Braja Bihari Dasa
To Be Announced

Dr. Jai Dayal
Conversational Hindi

Krsna Lila Devi Dasi &
Hemalata Devi Dasi
Counseling

Ravindra Svarupa Dasa
Lessons from
Srimad-Bhagavatam

Retreat
May 27-29
(Memorial Day Weekend)

Spend aweekend with other Hare
Krsna devotees in a peaceful set-
ting, away from the pressures of
modern life. To register for the
seminars, the retreat, or both, or
for more information, contact:
Romapada Swami, 305 Scher-
merhorn St., Brooklyn, New York
11217. Phone: (718) 624-8614.

Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore
Heath, Watford, Herts. WD2 8EP,
England.

The Fire of Knowledge. The Ravindra
Svariipa Dasa Tape Ministry. New
catalog with over 200 tapes. European
Communications Seminars, Vaisnava
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Institute Seminars, “Editor’s choice™
selections. Free catalog. Write to
RSDTM, 41 West Allens Lane,
Philadelphia, PA 19119.

ARTISTS: We're looking for Krsna
conscious artwork we can publish
electronically to spread Krsna con-
sciousness on the computer network
called the Internet. If you've done art
you'd be willing to let us use—or if you
can create new art for that purpose—
please let us know. (If the art is
already in electronic form, or you'd

| like to create it that way, so much the

better!) Jayadvaita Swami, BTG, P. O.
Box 430, Alachua, FLL 32615, USA.
e-mail:jayadvaita.swami@iskcon.com.

All the Hare Krsna movement’s music
and philosophy in audio-cassettes,
videos, photographs, and literature.
An international service by the Sydney
Tape Ministry. Call or write for a free
catalog. Guru Daksina Dasa, GPO
2329, Sydney 2001, Australia. Phone:
+61 (02) 9582748,

Bhakti Caru Swami Tape Ministry.
300+ classes, 11 music (3 new studio
releases). For a free catalog, write to
P. O. Box 116, 8030 Zurich, Switzer-
land. Fax: +41 (1) 2623114.

The Caitanya Channel produces
weekly programs on many cable tele-
vision stations in the Los Angeles
area. To learn how to produce Krsna
conscious programs and air them

| on public access cable television,

contact Bhakta Mike, c/o The
Caitanya Channel, 3755 Watseka
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034. Phone:
(310) 559-7100.

Children’s education through corre-
spondence. Students who live at a dis-
tance from a gurukula can get an
education supervised by devotees.
Available for kindergarten through
high school. Contact Urmila Devi
Dasi, 915 Dimmocks Mill Rd., Hills-
borough, NC 27278. Phone: (919) 563-
4176 e-mail:urmila.acbsp@iskcon.com.



RESOURCES

Back to Godhead
Quantity Discount

For your temple, store, or
organization, you can get Back
to Godhead in quantity at
wholesale prices. Contact
Tamraparni Dasa, Circulation
Manager, at BTG, P. O. Box
430, Alachua, FL.32615. Phone:
(904) 462-7794. Fax: 462-7893.

New York Centennial. Help us make
a huge celebration. 1996 is the year of
worldwide pilgrimage to New York
City, the birthplace of Prabhupada’s
movement. Get involved planning for
two benefits: Krsna rock concert and
Indian cultural festival. Contribute
your talents to a variety of events: art
exhibit, book display, documentary
film, and more. We need your advice
and service. Contact Dayananda Dasa
(301) 770-4010, or Nandimukhi Devi
Dasi (718) 784-2459.

Vedic Resource Library needs donors
to realize its goal of opening by Srila
Prabhupada’s Centennial, 1996. For
more information, contact Sandhini
Devi Dasi, c/o ISEA, P. O. Box 310,
Bangor, ME 04402-0310, USA.

ISKCON Param Vidya Seva program
needs US$8,700 to buy 108 sets of
Prabhupada’s books for free distribu-
tion to asramas, colleges, and public
libraries in the greater Vrndavana
area. Prabhupada once said that
service in Vrndavana gives a thousand
times the benefit of service elsewhere.
Wire donations payable in Indian
rupees to Indian Overseas Bank, Juhu
ISKCON, Bombay, India, Saving bank
account #4, BBT Bombay, Attn:
Param Vidya Seva program. Memo
should read “For ISKCON Vrindavan
Param Vidya Seva program.™ Also,
notify Mahanidhi Swami at [SKCON
Vindavana about your donation.

Academic/religious school in Gujarat.
Give your child an accredited aca-
demic education combined with
spiritual training. For information,

contact Bhaktivedanta Rajvidyalaya,
Gangapura, P. O. Gangadhar, Dist.
Surat, Gujarat, India. Phone: +91 261-
667075 or +91 2627-3211. In the U.S.
call (703) 328-5517 or (718) 639-6580.

Homebound devotees wanted. Home-

| bound aspiring devotee seeks others

in similar circumstances to exchange
letters and engage in Krsna-katha.
Let’s get together. Write to Sue Love,
977 Oak Crest Lane, Media, PA
19063.

Beautiful oil paintings of Krsna’s
pastimes as shown in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, BTG, and children’s
Krsna book are now available. Also,
paintings of Lord Caitanya and Srila
Prabhupada. Please contact: Saradiya
Devi Dasi, c/o Lilot, 40 Ridge St.
#2-S, Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706,
USA. Phone: (914) 478-5987.

Devotional supplies from Krishna
Culture. Books, audio, video, incense,
Deities, clothing, musical instruments.
80-page catalog—1,000+ items—US,
$3: foreign, $5 airmail. Wholesale
available. P. O. Box 12380, Philadel-
phia, PA 19119, USA. Phone: (800)
829-2579.

Original paintings as seen in BTG,
Bhagavatam, etc., available. Paintings
done to order. Puskara Dasa, P. O.
Box 1094, Alachua, FL 32615. Phone:
(904) 462-0144.

Research services on Srila Prabhu-
pada’s Folio. Will do computerized
research on any subject included in
Srila Prabhupada’s books, lectures,
letters, morning walks, and conver-
sations—1942-1977. One-hour
minimum at $10/hour; printout
includes first 25 pages free (over 25
pages add $.15/page), plus postage.
Kelilalita Devi Dasi, P. O. Box 2797,
Sequim, WA 98382, USA.

FREE CATALOG. Send now for a
beautiful new catalog with thousands
of devotional items, handicrafts,

Ayurvedic formulas, high-quality
incense, devotional clothing, and much
more. A complete selection of books
and tapes for your home library.
Govinda’s Imports, 3764 Watseka Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90034, USA. Fax:
(310) 204-5235. (Outside US, $5.)

FREE color catalog. All-handcrafted
devotional gifts by Srivani Devi Das.
All items custom art work. Must see!
Matchless Memories and Gifts, 369

S. Doheny Drive, Suite 324, Beverly
Hills, CA 90211. Phone: (310) 204-4807.

The ISKCON Education Office offers
back issues of ISKCON Education
Journal, alist of educational publica-
tions, and a correspondence program
for kindergarten through high school.
For information: The ISKCON Educa-
tion Office, 1842 Bushy Cook Rd.,
Efland, NC 27243. Phone: (919) 644-
2272; e-mail: urmila.acbsp@iskcon.com.

Melbourne
Mahaprabhu
Mandira’s

20TH

ANNIVERSARY
FESTIVAL
1975-1995

The devotees of the Melbourne
temple invite you to join them
for a two-day festival to com-
memorate the 20th anniversary
of the temple inauguration and
the installation of Sri Sri Gaura
Nitai by Srila Prabhupada in
May 1975.

Kirtanas, recollections, his-
toric film and video footage.
slide shows, displays, tours of
Srila Prabhupada’s quarters,
readings, walks, feasts, and
more.

Saturday-Sunday
May 21-22, 1995
197 Danks St., Albert Park
(03) 699 5122
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Vs

California

*Grass Valley:

Madana Mohana Dasa
& Vrndavanesvari
Devi Dasi

(916) 477-0551

Hawaii

*Pahoa:

Panca Tattva Mandira

Mahaksa Dasa or
Vasanta Dasa

(808) 982-5949

Kansas

Lawrence:

Ankota Dasa & Gopimata
Devi Dasi

(913) 865-5080

Maryland

Silver Spring:

Anuttama Dasa &
Rama Tulasi Dasi

(301) 236-4717

Montana
*Bozeman:
Laura Marino
(406) 586-1699

New York

“Butfalo:

Mahavegavati Devi Dasi
(716) 884-3640

Corona (Queens):
Sivaradhya Dasa (Nikhil N.

Trivedi) & families
(718) 639-6580

North Carolina
Belmont:
Kantilal & Sashila Patel
(Satyavrata Dasa &

Krsna Kumari Devi Dasi)
(704) 825-3753

Fayetteville:
Dayavira Dasa
(919) 425-6861

Sandy Ridge:

Adi Karta Dasa &
Rucira Devi Dasi

(910) 593-9058

#New or revised listing.

.

Gatherings

P erhaps the nearest temple is too far away and
you wish there were some place closer you could
go to. Perhaps you'd like to meet others in your area
who are interested in Krsna consciousness.

If so, get in touch with the people listed here.
They and their friends regularly gather in their

homes

hear from you,

or they want to start. They’ll be happy to

If you'd like to be added to the list, please send
your name, city, and phone number to: Gatherings.
BTG, P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615, USA.

In eachissue we'll add new gatherings and list as

many old ones as space allows.

*Sneads Ferry:
Bhakti Yoga Center
(910) 327-2694

Ohio
Athens:
Krishna House

| (614) 594-4496

or (614) 421-1661

*Cincinnati:
Braja Kumari Dasi
(513) 742-5725

Oregon

Cave Junction:

New Yamuna

Deva Dharma Dasa &
Dhanapati Devi Dasi

(503) 596-2240

Portland:
Ksetra-jna Dasa
(503) 234-8971

Pennsylvania

Norristown:

Radha Krishna Mahajan,
M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa)

(215) 539-3221

Pittsburgh:
Ranchor Dasa &
Vrnda Priya Devi Dasi

| (Rajeev Srivastava &

Vineeta N. Desai)
(412) 571-0728

Stroudsburg:

Dr. Shyamsundar Mahajan
(Samika Rsi Dasa)

(717) 424-9449

South Carolina
Orangeburg:

Sam & Savita Patel
(803) 534-5368

Tennessee

Nashville:

Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa
(Dr. Ravi Singh)

(615) 896-3425

Texas

Austin:

Sankarsana Dasa &
Visnupriya Devi Dasi

(512) 339-8668

Utah

Spanish Fork:

KHON Radio and temple
(801) 798-3559

Virginia
#Charlottesville:
Amitacara Dasa &

Mayapriya Devi Dasi
(804) 296-0686

West Virginia
Parkersburg:

Pramod & Mala Mathur
(304) 295-8362

Canada

*Victoria, B.C.

Hare Krishna Yoga Centre
(604) 920-9940

India

Palakollu, Andhra
Pradesh:

Dr. D. Rajendra Prasad

(Raghunatha Dasa)

08814-3122

Srirangam:

6-A, E.V.S. Road
Renganagar

Srirangam, Trichy 620006
Tamil Nadu

ltaly

Belforte del Chienti:

Centro Culturale Govinda
Bhavan

Mahavakya Dasa & Divya
Katha Devi Dasi

(0733) 951102

*Rome:
Hare Krsna Forum
(06) 6832660

France

Paris:

Centre Culturel Hare
Krishna

(1) 40469523

Japan
*Odawara:
Jayananda Dasa &
Bhaktin Kana
0465-42-3749

Sweden

*Ludvika:

Bhakta Mikael Sjodin
(0240) 142 30

Vasteras:
Jonas Andreasson
(021) 188007

Bolivia

La Paz:

[SKCON Congregation
P. O. Box 12427

United Kingdom
Regular gatherings take
place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one
nearest you, or for help in
starting one, contact
Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd..
Reader Services Dept., P.O.
Box 324, Borehamwood,
Herts., WD6 INB. Phone:
(081) 9051244

South Africa

Programs are held in more
than 50 locations. For infor-
mation contact one of the
ISKCON centers in South
Africa listed on page 58.
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

This calendar is calculated for
Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary by one day
for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the
exact dates for your area.

Month of Govinda
(February 16-March 17)

MARCH

2—Disappearance anniversary of

Srila Jagannatha Dasa Babaji, the
great devotee in the disciplic line from
Lord Caitanya who confirmed Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s discovery of
Lord Caitanya’s birthplace. Disap-
pearance of Rasikananda Prabhu, a
ereat devotee of Lord Caitanya.

13—Amardaki-vrata Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

14—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Madhavendra Puri, the spiritual
master of Lord Caitanya’s spiritual
master.

17—Sri Gaura Parnima, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who is Krsna Himself in
the role of His own devotee. Fasting
till moonrise, followed by feasting.

Month of Visnu
(March 18-April 15)

24—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Srivasa Pandita, one of Lord Cai-
tanya’s principal associates.

27—Papamocani Ekadasi. Fasting
from grains and beans.

APRIL

5—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Ramanujacarya, a Vaisnava philo-
sopher and spiritual master who
appeared in the eleventh century.

9—Sri Rama Navami, the appearance
anniversary of Lord Ramacandra.
Fasting till sunset, followed by
feasting.

11—Kamada Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

15—Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa, Lord
Krsna’s springtime rasa dance. Bala-
rama Rasa Yatra, Lord Balarama’s
rasa dance. Appearance anniversary
of Srila Syﬁmﬁnanda Pandita, a
follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

Month of Madhusudana
(April 16-May 14)

24—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Vrndavana Dasa Thakura, the
author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, a
biography on Lord Caitanya.

25—Varuthini Ekadasi. Fasting [rom
grains and beans.

29—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gadadhara Pandita, one of Lord
Caitanya’s principal associates.

MAY

2—Beginning of Candana Yatra, the
festival of anointing Lord Jagannatha
with sandalwood pulp for twenty-one
days.

9—Appearance anniversary of
Srimati Sita Devi, the consort of Lord
Ramacandra. Appearance anniver-
sary of Srimati Jahnava Devi, the
consort of Lord Nityananda Prabhu.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila
Madhu Pandita, a great devotee of
Lord Caitanya.

| 11—Mohin1 Ekadasi. Fasting from

grains and beans.

12—Rukmini Dvadast, the appear-
ance anniversary of Srimati Rukmini
Devi, the consort of Lord Krsna as
Dvarakadisa, the Lord of Dvaraka.
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13—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayananda Prabhu, a dedicated
follower of Srila Prabhupada who
helped him bring the Rathayatra
festival to the Western world.

- = "‘h.m & . -
Lord Nrsimhadeva (left) fights with
the demon Hiranyakasipu.

14—Nrsimha Caturdasi, the appear-
ance anniversary of Lord Nrsimha-
deva, Lord Krsna’s half-man, half-lion
incarnation. Fasting till noon, fol-
lowed by feasting. Appearance anni-
versary of Srila Madhavendra Puri,
the spiritual master of Lord Cai-
tanya’s spiritual master. Appearance
anniversary of Srila Srinivasa Acarya,
a follower of the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana. Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Parames$vara Puri, an
associate of Lord Caitanya.

19—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Ramananda Raya, an intimate
associate of Lord Caitanya.

25—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans. Appearance
anniversary of Srila Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura, author of Sri Caitanya
Bhagavata, a biography on Lord
Caitanya.
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Vedic Thoughts

Because of so-called improvements
in material opulence,
people have entirely given up
the path of realization. Practically no one
is interested in God,
one’s relationship with God,
or how one should act. Modern men
have altogether forgotten
such questions because they are mad
for material possessions.
If this kind of civilization continues,
the time will soon come
when the Supreme Personality of Godhead
will take away all the material opulences.
Then people will come to their senses.
—His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Srimad-Bhagavatam, 8.22.17, Purport

L 4

The Supreme Person,
Sri Krsna Himself, who is the life
of Srimati Radharani and 1s the Lord
of the universe in creation,
maintenance, and annihilation, appears as
Gaura [Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhul,
O Mahesvari.

—Lord Ananta Sesa
Ananta Samhita

L 4

Alfter searching through
all the Vedic literature, one cannot
find a method of religion
more sublime for this age
than the chanting of Hare Krsna.

—Kali-santarana Upanisad

There is no eye equal to knowledge,
no austerity equal to speaking the truth,
no misery equal to attachment,
and no happiness equal to detachment.

—Canakya Pandita

L 2

It one is worshiping Lord Hari [Krsna],
what is the use of performing
extraneous penances? And if one is not
worshiping Lord Hari,
no such penances will save one.

—Narada Muni
Narada Paricaratra

L 2

Just as those who are greedy
see everything as a source of money-making
and those who are lusty
see everything as conducive to sex,
the most perfect devotee sees
Narayana [Krsna] everywhere.

~ —Source unknown
Quoted in Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.7.55. Purport

L 2

The neophyte Vaisnava devotees’
ringing the bell even once during worship
of the Deity of the Supreme Lord
1s a million times more valuable,
spiritually and otherwise, than the charitable
fruitive workers’ building hospitals,
feeding thousands of the poor,
or building homes, or even the empiric
philosophers’ Vedic studies,
meditation, austerities, and penances.

—Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

Do you have Vedic thoughts you'd like to share? Send your favorite quotations to:
Vedic Thoughts, Back to Godhead, PO. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615
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e Twenty-eight issues of
Prabhupada’s enlightened
commentary on world events
in the 1940s and ’50s

¢ A record of Prabhupada’s
earliest struggles to establish
the Krsna consciousness
movement

e Hardbound

e Large format—10" X 13"

e 232 pages

e 52 photos of Prabhupada, more
than half of them unpublished

Now Awailable!

Backto Godhead

ONLY $29.95 _AND

In honor of Back to Godhead’s
Golden Anniversary, now you
can get—in one hardbound
volume—the issues of Back to
Godhead produced by Srila
Prabhupada before he came
formenica imili965:

BACK TO GODHEAD

P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615
Phone: (904) 462-7794; fax: (904) 462-7893

YES! Please send me copies of Back to Godhead: 1944—1960 The
Pioneer Years. | have included $29.95 for each copy. (Payment must be
in US funds and payable on a US bank.)

Please charge my: [] MasterCard [ VISA [ American Express

THE SHIPPING IS FREE!

Card number Expires
Signature
Name

PLEASE PRINT
Address Apt.
City State Zip




Coming soon
to a city near you!

FESTIVAL OF INDIA is coming 1995 SUMMER SCHEDULE

to town—Jagannatha Rathayatra Moe o New Vrindaban
June 2-4 Atlanta
Parade, vegetarian feast, Vedic dance June 17 New York City
July 4 Washington, D. C.
and drama, kirtana, bhajana, enlight- ~ July8-9 Montreal
' July 15-16 Toronto
ening books and exhibits on reincar-  July 29-30 Los Angeles
] ; ; s : August 13 San Francisco
nation, vegetarianism, bhakti-yoga, = August 18-19,26-27 Vancouver, B.C.
; September 1-4 Boulder
Indian art, and lots more! Sotrniber o Snanish Hotk, Tkl

The Jagannatha Rathayatra Parade in San Francisco (left, 1973; right, 1977).
And it's stll going strong today!
You're invited to come celebrate. For more information and to confirm dates for the

Hare Krsna Festivals of India and Jagannatha Rathayatra Parades contact your local
Hare Krsna temple or write to Festival of India, Rt. 1, Box 96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.



