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His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness

Statement of Purposes

Back to Godhead magazine is a cultural presen-
tation to respiritualize human society. It aims at
achieving the following purposes:

1. To help all people distinguish more clearly
between reality and illusion, spirit and matter,
the eternal and the temporary.

2. To present Krsna consciousness as taught in
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To help every living being remember and serve
Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

4. To offer guidance in the techniques of spiritual
life.

3. 'To expose the faults of materialism.

6. To promote a balanced, natural way of life, in-
formed by spiritual values.

7. To increase spiritual fellowship among all living
beings, in relationship with Lord Sri Krsna.

8. To perpetuate and spread the Vedic culture.

9. To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of
God through the sankirtana movement of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

HareKrsna,Hare Krsna, KrsnaKrsna,Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,Hare Hare
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FROM T

HE EDITOR

Magnolias and Rattlesnakes

AFTER THREE YEARS
in San Diego., we've
moved to the other side
of America, to the Hare
Krsna farm outside the
small town of Alachua,
in north central Florida.

Alachua lies about
seventy miles south of
Georgia, eighty miles
inland from the Atlan-
tic, hall an hour’s drive
from Gainesville (yes,
Gainesville), home of
the University of Flori-
da, where students on
the plaza. every day for
the last twenty years,
have augmented their
studies with a full lunch
of Krsna-prasadam.

Alachua gets weather
that’s pleasantly warmin
the winter, blazing hotin
the summer. Thunder-
storms blow in and out at any time of day.

Magnolias thrive here. Spanish moss hangs
fromthe trees. Morning and evening are ushered
in by choruses of frogs, birds, and crickets.
We've got rattlesnakes too. A few weeks ago
Arcita’s shotgun nailed one about five feet long.

Qurnew office is adouble-wide mobile home
we've plunked down on the edge of a field.
Woods line the dirt road in front of us. pastures
the other three sides. All of our neighbors are
COWS.

The temple’s land runs for 120 acres, and
other devotees own more land nearby. All
together, the area has pulled in more than 200
devotees.

The force behind our move was the mar-
ried people on our staff: Nagaraja Dasa, our |

mascot.

Left to right: Jayadvaita Swami, Parambrahma Dasa, Yamaraja Dasa,
Nagaraja Dasa, Pranada Dasi, and Arcita Dasa, with Raman, the team

managing editor, and his wife, Pranada Dasi,
who proofreads BTG and helps us watch over
the businessside of things. For them, San Diego
meant paying high rent and raising their child
in the city. In Alachua, they're building a house
on their own land (they’ll share it with two
cows they're adopting). and their son’s grow-
ing up in the country. in a big Hare Krsna
community.

A member of the community, Parambrahma
Dasa, has become our new circulation director.
He's taking charge of our efforts to bring BTG
to more readers.

Moving here has brought us closer to one of
our editorial goals—to show a simpler, more
natural way of life, centered on Krsna.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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LETTERS

Appreciation
Thank you for sending the May/June
93 issue of BTG. We thoroughly
enjoyed the magazine. Thank you for
doing such a good job on BTG. The
whole magazine is well-rounded with
its many varied articles.
Lalita Priva Devi Dasi
Efland, North Carolina

Mysterious Power of BTG
[ am amazed at the influence your
magazine has on me. I have been in
contact with the local Hare Krsna
temple for about two years now. [ am
what one would term “fringy.” I know
this, but I do truly love Lord Krsna
and call on His name every day.
‘Twice in the past two years I have
completely dropped out of the Hare
Krsna movement—cut all ties with
devotees. Do you know what brought

me back both times? The Back to
Godhead magazine. | simply pick it
up and thumb through the pages and
look at the pictures and find my spirit
jump for joy. and Lord Krsna's name
returns to my tongue. [ do not under-
stand this mysterious power BTG has
over me. but I thank you for it. Hare
Krsna.

Michael Warren

Portland, Oregon

*“It Pays to Advertise”

I just wanted you to know that the
small blurb in BTG about the retreats
in Gita Nagari proved very successful.
Several people from distant places
have contacted me regarding the
retreats. One of them is an architect
and has volunteered his service free of
charge for any temple needing it. This
is just one example of the fruit of

If you're planning a move, please use this form (or a copy) to let us know.

Attach your Back to Godhead mailing label in the space at the right. Print your name
and new address in the box below. Then mail the entire form to:

BTG / Subscriber Service Center, P.0. Box 16027, N. Hollywood, CA 91615-9900

(Please send early to ensure continuous service.)

posting BTG information on the
retreats. Some high school kids also
came and were greatly relieved to be
in the company of devotees. They
drove six hours just to reach the
retreat.

Romapada Swami

Brooklyn, New York

Tulasi Devi and Yogamaya:
A Clarification
In Govinda Dasi’s article about Sri-
mati Tulasi Devi published in the
January/February 1993 issue. Govinda
Dast states, “Vrnda Devi may be
likened to a grand director or choreo-
grapher of the Vrndavana /ila, and her
parrots are her communication
service.”

The only correct thing about this
statement is that Tulasi engages her
parrots for communicating mes-

Your NEW address goes here

‘919U |9ge| 1ua.LINd Yoeny

Name
PLEASE PRINT
Address Apt.
City State Zip
Country Phone
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sages. Srila Ripa Gosvami writes in
Sri Radha-Krsna-ganoddesa-dipika,
“Full of all transcendental opulences,

Paurnamasi Devi is the incarnation of

the Lord’s Yogamaya potency. She
makes the arrangements for Lord
Krsna’s pastimes to be properly per-
formed.” Paurnamasi’s service is to
make arrangements for all the Vrnda-

vana [ilas. Tulasi Devi’s service is
more specifically connected with the
mdadhurya-rasa (conjugal relationship)
in making arrangements for the
meeting of Radha and Krsna.
Therefore, if anyone.is to be com-
pared to the grand director and chor-
eographer of the many varieties of
Vrndavana [ila with all rasas, then

Advertisement

that person is Paurnamasi Devi
(Yogamaya).
Janajanmadhi Dasa
Beeville, Texas €

We want to hear from you. Please send
correspondence to: The Editors, Back
to:Godhead, P O. Box 430, Alachua,
FL 32615, USA.

SPECIAL COOKBOOK SALE!

LORD KRISHNA’'S CUISINE:

10% off Ydmum Devi’s aw 1rd-wmmng cookbook in its original and abridged edltwns

THE ART OF INDIAN VEGETARIAN COOKING

824 pages, hardbound, 532 recipes, 344 original drawings, glossary, full
index. Sale price: $26.95. (Regular price: $29.95)

THE BEST OF LORD KRISHNA'S CUISINE

256 pages, softbound, 172 recipes, 125 original drawings, glossary, full
index. Sale price: $11.65. (Regular price: $12.95)

BACK TO GODHEAD P. 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615

YES! Please send me . . .

|

|

|

| [ Lord Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian Vegetarian Cooking at $26.95
| plus $2.50 for shipping and handling.

| L] 7he Best of Lord Krishna’s Cuisine at $11.65 plus $2.50 for shipping and
| handling,

| (] 1 have enclosed my check or money order for §

|

I

|

I

|

|

Name

(PLEASE PRINT)
Address

City State Zip
Make check payable to Back to Godhead. For information regarding shipping cost fol brders
outside the U.8.. contact Back to Godhead at the above address.
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- Needs
AGuru?

The Vedic literature reveals
the essential qualification of a person ready
to accept a spiritual master.

A lecture giveni in New York, August 15, 1966

~ by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

tad viddhi pranipatena ORDSRIKR hasconcludedthat | lute Truth: knowledge ¢
prasnena of all the sacrifi ed | thelocali Supersoul;and
to do, the t 1
quire kno

ealized souls can impar B Sl 1l knowledg
untoyoub ' > angles of visi
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paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate:
Brahman, Paramatma, and Bhagavan.
And after a description of different
manifestations of Visnu, or God, the
Bhagavatam states, krsnas tu bhagavan
svayam: Bhagavan, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead., is Krsna.

God expands Himself in various
ways. We living entities are also expan-
sions of God. There are degrees of ex-
pansion, and the central point, or the

primal Lord, is Sri Krsna. There are
many thousands of incarnations of
Godhead. After the list of incarnations
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the conclu-
sion is given: ete camsa-kalah pumsah
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam. The author
of the Bhagavatam concludes that all
the incarnations of Godhead are either
plenary manifestations of Krsna or
manifestations of the plenary manifes-

tations. Just as the incarnations ap-

BACK TO GODHEAD
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peared, Krsna Himself also appeared.
And He proclaimed that He comes
whenever there is a rise of irreligion. So

| He is accepted as the original Supreme
| Personality of Godhead.

In the Brahma-sarmhita, another Ve-

| dic literature, Krsna’s position is also
| ~
| confirmed:

isvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah



When you are in perfect knowledge,
you can see God face to face
just as you are seeing me and I am seeing you.
But that requires a qualification.

anadir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karanam

There are many gods. In one sense
we are also god. The literal meaning
of “god” is controller, isvara. Every one
of us has some controlling capacity. We
control the family, or the office, or the
state, or the municipality. Everyone is a
controller. But none of us is the su-
preme controller.

Brahma is the controller of the whole
universe. There are innumerable uni-
verses and innumerable Brahmas. And
their controller is Garbhodakasayi
Visnu. Garbhodakasayi Visnu is con-
trolled by Maha-Visnu. Maha-Visnu is
controlled by Sankarsana. Sankarsana
is controlled by Narayana. Nardayana
is controlled by Vasudeva. Vasudeva is
controlled by Baladeva. And Bala-
deva is controlled by Krsna. Therefore
in the Bhagavad-gita Krsna says, mattah
paratararmi nanyat kincid asti dhanai-
jaya: “My dear Arjuna, there is no
one greater than Me.” And Arjuna
accepts: “You are asamordhva—no one
is equal to You, and no one is greater
than You.”

In our spiritual line, the six Go-
svamis of Vrndavana were very good
scholars, especially Jiva Gosvami. They
analyzed the characteristics of the Ab-
solute Truth, the Personality of God-
head, and they established that Krsna
has all the transcendental qualities of

vajiia (sacrifice of one’s possessions),
jAana-yajia (sacrifice in knowledge),

| voga-yajiia (sacrifice in yoga). But here

Godhead. Narayana has ninety-four |

percent of the transcendental qualities

ings have seventy-eight percent. And
we have those qualities only partially,
not in full.

Now, Krsna says that to acquire
knowledge is the best kind of sacrifice.
There are different kinds of sacrifice,
or yajiia, mentioned in the Gita: dravya-

Krsna concludes that all sacrifices are
just steps to come to the point of real
knowledge. Here in New York you have
your Empire State Building. So you
can go up to the twenty-fifth floor, the
fiftieth floor, the seventieth, seventy-
fifth, eightieth. But unless you reach
the 102nd story, you have not made
perfect progress. Lord Krsna says in
the Bhagavad-gita, bahunam janma-
nam ante jaanavan mam prapadyate.
After many, many births of culturing
knowledge. when one comes to the
real knowledge he surrenders unto
the Supreme Lord, Krsna. That is the |
highest stage of knowledge. Krsna
advises Arjuna, sarva-dharman parit-
vajya mam ekam saranam vraja: “Be-
cause you are My very confidential
friend, I am telling you not to bother
with anything else. Just surrender un-
to Me.” This is the most confidential
knowledge.

If you make an analytical study of
the Vedic literature, you’ll find that
the ultimate knowledge is to surrender
unto Krsna. What kind of surrender?
Surrender in full knowledge. After
scrutinizingly studying all the processes :
of self-realization, or transcendental |
realization, when one comes to the point |
of perfection he understands, vasudevah
sarvam iti: *Vasudeva, Krsna, is every- |
thing.” Thisis confirmed in the Brahma- |

y | samhita:
of the Absolute Truth, Lord Siva has |
eighty-four percent, and we living be- |

isvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

andadir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karanam

Sarva-karana-karanam means “the |
cause of all causes.” I have my body, |
and the cause of it was my father. And |
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his father was the cause of my father’s
body. You go on searching—father,
father’s father, his father, grandfather,
great-grandfather . . . Don't think that
because you cannot see your great-
grandfather there was no father of your
grandfather. Don’t think, “ Anything out
of my sight does not exist.” No. That is
not a very intelligent conclusion. That [
cannot see what is happening beyond
this wall does not mean there is nothing
beyond this wall.

Everyone wants to see God immedi-
ately. But you can see God only when
you are perfectly qualified. When you
are in perfect knowledge, you can see
God face to face just as you are seeing
me and I am seeing you. But that re-
quires a qualification. That qualifica-
tion is Krsna consciousness.

Krsna consciousness begins with
sravanam kirtanam, hearing and chant-
ing. We have to hear about Krsna. The
Bhagavad-gita is the preliminary study
of understanding or hearing about
Krsna.

I came to your country, the United
States of America, after hearing about
it. In my childhood I had heard of it in
school when I read history or geogra-

| phy. I heard first of all. I did not come

first of all. So by hearing I understood,
“Oh, that’s a wonderful country, and
it is far away, and if I go there . . .”
Similarly, you might first of all hear
about India and then think about going
there.

If we want to see God, first we have
to hear about Him. That is the process.
The Krsna consciousness process be-
gins with hearing, sravanam. Then kir-
tanam. Kirtanam means to chant about
Krsna’s glories, His holy name, His form,
His qualities. This is association with
Krsna, because Krsna, or God, is abso-
lute. He 1s not different from His name,

(please turn to page 42)



LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

Consciousness Expansion:
Humbler Thana Blade of Grass

by Satsvaripa Dasa Goswami

SPIRITUAL INTELLIGENCE helps us
discriminate between what is to be
done and what is not to be done. That
discrimination in turn helps us rise
higher and higher in spiritual life until
our consciousness expands and blos-
soms into the spiritual world.
Consciousness expansion was a
popular idea in the 1960s, Many peo-
ple tried to expand their conscious-
ness by using psychedelic or halluci-
nogenic drugs. Others tried sensory
deprivation or techniques of Eastern
meditation to push past the frontiers
of the rational mind. Srila Prabhu-
pada adopted the phrase “conscious-
ness expansion” and applied it to
chanting the Hare Krsna mantra.
Prabhupada said that to expand
our consciousness means to know
Krsna. He is the Supreme Being and
the Supreme Intelligence, and He is
the first cause of the universe. There-
fore. He is the source of conscious-
ness. Although we, as infinitesimal
beings. cannot expand our conscious-
ness to become the universe, by chant-
ing Hare Krsna we can come to know
the source of the universe and there-
fore everything about the universe.
By encouragigg us to “expand our
consciousness,” Srila Prabhupada was
not merely employing a preaching
tactic. He wanted his disciples to go
beyond selfish I-centered designations
and reach out with knowledge and
love to all living entities. Prabhupada
wanted us to have equal vision; he
wanted us to be panditah sama-
darsinah, self-realized souls who see
all living beings with equal vision.
One time a man challenged
Prabhupada, “Have you realized
panditah sama-darsinah’? Can you see
all living beings with equal vision?”
Prabhupada responded humbly by
saying he did not have this vision. All
he had was the order of his spiritual

master, which he was working hard to
carry out. The man took advantage of
Prabhupada’s humble statement by
challenging further: “If you haven’t
realized panditah sama-darsinah, if all
you are doing is following the order of
your spiritual master, then what is
your claim to greatness?” Prabhupada
replied it was true that all he was
doing was following the order of his

| guru. Then he said, *“I have one vision

| tity. But in our present embodied

| consciousness.” The man was im-

of panditah sama-darsinah, and that is
that all living entities, without dis-
crimination, should be given Krsna

pressed by Prabhupada’s conviction
and understood that he had truly
equal vision.

If we are to expand our conscious-
ness to see all living beings equally,
then at the very least we have to
recognize the fatherhood of God,
Krsna. With this vision, we can preach
even to an insect. And if we take
Prabhupada’s analogy of the bhakti-
lara, the devotional creeper, we can
see how to follow the expanding of
consciousness to fruition.

The bhakti-lata grows from the
soul, from our eternally existing iden-

state it is covered—or we are covered
—and we cannot distinguish it from
our bodily designations. Only when
we hear instructions from the pure
devotee—the devotee with expanded
consciousness—is the devotional
creeper again stirred to life.

Lord Caitanya says that the
creeper grows after being watered by
the words of the pure devotee. It then
grows beyond the material designa-
tions, beyond the impersonal spiritual
effulgence, the brahmajyoti, beyond
even the Vaikuntha planets, and
reaches Goloka Vrndavana, the

| abode of Krsna. There it flourishes
| and develops the fruits of love of God

BACK TO GODHEAD
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in one of the five primary relationships
with Krsna.

The bhakti-lata grows by reaching
beyond matter, by throwing off all that
is false to the soul, but there is no indi-
cation that the soul grows bigger. In a
sense, in order for the soul to expand
in consciousness, it has to grow smaller.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura wrote

| in his commentary to Lord Caitanya’s

Si ksastakam that human beings have

| no true measure of their self-worth.

Instead, they are hampered by an over-
developed false ego, or a consciousness
that has been wrongly conceived. He
says that the best method of conscious-
ness expansion is exemplified in this
verse:

truad api sunicena
taror iva sahisnund
amanina manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih

“One should chant the holy name of
the Lord in a humble state of mind,
thinking oneself lower than the straw in
the street. One should be more tolerant
than a tree, devoid of all sense of false
prestige, and ready to offer all respect
to others. In such a state of mind, one
can chant the holy name of the Lord
constantly.” (Siksastakam, Verse 3)

Bhaktivinoda Thakura explains that
ideal consciousness is smaller, not big-
ger. He says, “Although grass is mat-
ter, its ego is natural and proportionate
to it, whereas my false ego. made up of
my gross and subtle bodies, is utterly
illusory because it is not connected to

| my original spiritual self. Therefore, I

ought to become more humble than a
blade of grass.”

Grass is modest; we are not. A blade
of grass may not be able to walk and
work like a human being, but it accepts
that it is tiny. It accepts that others will
tread on it, and it bends to that affront



humbly. It knows its place.

A tree is tolerant and giving and
expects no return for its generosity.
Trees too are modest. We can follow
the example of the tree by caring for
others. That is the whole spirit of
preaching. Bhaktivinoda Thakura
says, “One who chants offenselessly is
overwhelmed with thoughts of others’
well-being. Thus the special quality of
compassion without envy is being
described.”

This is the true spirit of expanded
consciousness that Srila Prabhupada
expected of us, and this is the model
of Srila Prabhupada’s own expanded,
CUITIpEISSi()I'iEilC Consclousness.
Prabhupada was so humble that he

could give Krsna consciousness to
everyone without discrimination. His
was the true vision of panditah sama-
darsinah. As Bhaktivinoda Thakura
says, “He who in spite of having every
reason to be proud demonstrates
tolerance, humility, and a spotless
heart is a fit candidate to chant
purely.”

We cannot imitate the maha-
bhagavata, the most highly realized
devotee, but at least we can practice
what he teaches. By chanting Hare
Krsna and practicing humility, we will
realize consciousness expansion in the
purest sense. We will naturally offer
respects to all living entities because
we will develop the equal vision in

LORD KRSNA’S CUISINE

COOKING CLASS: LESSON NINE

il

by Yamuna Devi

SRILA PRABHUPADA called pan-
[ried potatoes “dry potatoes,” and
they were one of his favorite vegeta-
ble dishes. He might ask for them any
time, from breakfast to late-night sup-
per. We typically served him capatis or
puris with these crispy potato nuggets,
which are succulent inside and fra-
grant with aromatic seasonings. New-
comers to dry potatoes might try them
with sourdough toast, whole-grain
toast, or thin-sliced rye toast.

In India, dry-textured potato
dishes take on many regional faces. In
the north, they might consist of pan-
fried diced vegetables laced with
toasted cumin, crushed chilies, and a
sprinkle of turmeric. In the east, black
cumin seeds and cassia are typical
seasonings. In the west, a sprinkle of
lime juice, minced cilantro, and
refined sugar might round off flavors.
In the south, grated coconut and fresh
curry leaves would likely find their
way into many versions.

Everyday Dry-textured Vegetables
While dry-textured potatoes are an
enduring favorite in India, several

other vegetables lend themselves to
the technique. If you want fresh new
ways to prepare everyday okra, egg-
plant. cauliflower, summer squash, or
green beans, take a look at the dry-
textured vegetable section in the class
textbook, Lord Krishna's Cuisine.
How about trying Okra Supreme,
Spiced Green Beans, or Summer
Squash and Green Peas? Or how
about Spicy Cauliflower with Braised
Tomatoes, or Crispy Diced Eggplant
with Toasted Fenugreek Seeds?

If you don’t have some of the sea-
sonings recommended in the recipes,
use a few of the everyday ones recom-
mended in my last column: turmeric,

cumin seeds. mustard seeds, coriander

seeds, fresh herbs, and crushed hot
chilies. Follow the procedures and
techniques in the recipes, but simplify
the seasonings and let them breathe
to suit your family’s tastes.

Techniques for Low-fat Cooking
Today more and more people are
interested in healthy eating. Eating
more vegetables not only makes
meals more interesting; it’s a vital part
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which we see them all as servants of
Krsna. As our intelligence becomes
purified, we will be able to associate
with Krsna more and more through
His holy name. Then, as our devotion
grows, we will feel our smallness and
never mistreat anyone as an inferior.
It is then that our consciousness will
begin to bear the fruits of love of God
and of compassion for other living
entities.

Satsvartpa Dasa Goswami travéls
extensively to speak and write about
Krsna consciousness. He is the author
of more than two dozen books,
including a six-volume biography of

| Srila Prabhupada.

Dry-Textured Vegetables

of good nutrition. It's an ideal way to
fill up and not out, provided you keep
added fats to a minimum.

Since writing Lord Krishna's Cui-
sine, I have greatly cut down the fat 1
use in cooking. [t’s easy to reduce the
suggested amount of ghee or oil in
dry-textured vegetable recipes—going
[rom 4 or 5 tablespoons to as little as
2 or 3 teaspoons—provided you use
quality heavy-bottomed nonstick
cookware. Two new brands I can
recommend are Meyer’s Duralon and
Farberware’s Millennium, the former
with a ten-year warranty and the
latter with twenty years.

To reduce fat when following reci-
pes, add sprinkles of water or cooking
liquid to “water-fry” instead of “fat-
fry” the vegetable, and when cook-
ing in small pans use less heat and
reduce the cooking times. Once you
begin to reduce fat in your cooking,
you'll enjoy the seasonings in a fresh
way.

Assignment
If you are following the cooking
classes, make a few dry-textured



MALATI’S DRY POTATOES
WITH CASHEWS

| (Serves 6)

Malati whipped up this terrific dish
inamakeshiftkitchenin Vrndavana,
India. Her gift for creating master-
pieces under the most trying condi-
tions always enlivened me. Though
she used cassia leaves, called rejpatia
and available at India grocery stores,
bay leaves work equally well.

2 pounds waxy red potatoes

s cup dry-roasted cashew
bits

1 cup cilantro leaves

15 cup water

1'% tablespoons unrefined corn
oil

Y tablespoon cumin seeds

1 tablespoon fennel seeds

2-3 cassia or bay leaves

salt and freshly ground pepper

\

Boil or steam the potatoes until
they're fork-tender. Peel them and
cut them into %-inch cubes. Place
the cashews, cilantro, and water in a
blender and puree.

Heat the oil in a large nonstick
skillet. Add the cumin and fennel
seeds and toast them until they
darken a few shades. Drop in the
cassia or bay leaves, and within sec-
onds add the potatoes. Pan-fry until
the potatoes begin to brown. Pourin
the cashew puree and fry a minute
or so. Season with salt and pepper
before offering to Krsna.

JANAKI'S DRY POTATOES

(Serves 6)

You have three options here: plain
potatoes. potatoes folded into non-
fat yogurt, or potatoes [olded into
sour cream.

1% pounds waxy new potatoes

1 tablespoon ghee or virgin
olive oil

2 teaspoons cumin seeds

Y4 teaspoon crushed hot chilies

' teaspoon turmeric

salt and freshly ground pepper

3 tablespoons parsley

'3 cup nonfat yogurt or sour
cream (optional)

Boil or steam the potatoes until
they're fork-tender. Cool, peel, and
cut them into Y2-inch pieces.

Heat the ghee or oil in a large
nonstick skillet. When it is hot but
not smoking, add the cumin and
chilies and fry them until they dark-
en slightly. Stir in the potatoes and
turmeric, and pan-fry until lightly
browned., adding sprinkles of water
a few times. Season with salt and
pepper. Before offering to Krsna.
fold in the parsley and the optional
YOgUrt or sour cream.

potato dishes: Sesame Yogurt Pota-
toes, Baby Potatoes with Seasoned
Tomato Sauce. and Crusty Potatoes
with White Poppy Seeds (use almonds
if you don’t have white poppy seeds).
The recipes above can easily take

THE VEDIC SCRIPTURES recom-
mend that in this age the best way to
awaken our original love for God is to
chant His holy names. The chanting is
a meditation on Krsna. who is present
in the sound of His name. As one
associates with Krsna through His
name, one’s consciousness becomes
purified. Initiated devotees in the
Krsna consciousness movement vow
to chant the Hare Krsna mantra at
least sixteen “rounds™ on their beads
every day. To chant a round means to

center stage for a simple meal. Both
are loosely based on creations pre-
pared by Srila Prabhupada’s early
disciples Malati Dasi and Janaki Devi.
It’s easy to see why Prabhupada
showed approval [or the dishes.

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Chanting with Purpose

by Rohininandana Dasa

chant the mantra once on cach bead
of a string ol 108.

People sometimes ask me, “What’s
the point of counting how many man-
tras we chant? Surely the main thing
is to chant with feeling and because
we want to, not because we're trying
to get a certain number done. We may
end up thinking of numbers rather
than Krsna.™

There’s truth in this statement.
Sometimes [ am just trying to “get my
rounds done.” Sometimes I chant
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Yamuna Devi is the author of the
award-winning books Lord Krishna's
Cuisine: The Art of Indian Vegetarian
Cooking and Yamuna's Table. She is a
regular contributor to The Washington
Post.

when I don’t want to, or I chant
mechanically, without much feeling
for Lord Krsna. Still, the Padma
Purana says it’s better to chant imper-
fectly than not at all, because by prac-
tice we'll improve. Krsna sees our
attempt and helps us according to our
sincerity of purpose.

For fifteen years I lived in and
around ISKCON temples, and 1
always chanted my rounds in the tem-
ple with other devotees. 1 found it
quite easy to finish my quota every



day, riding on the wavelike strength
of a group of other serious chanters.
Sometimes [ visited Mayapur or
Vrndavana—the lands of the holy
name—where chanting was as easy
and natural as breathing. ;

For the last five years my family
and I have lived mostly away from a
temple and the constant association
of other chanters. The first thing that
struck me when we moved into our
cottage was that it was much harder
to chant Hare Krsna on my beads and
to finish my rounds regularly. I found
myself slipping behind until I'd be as
many as three or four days behind.
To catch up. I'd have to take a long
walk.

I've heard that Srila Prabhupada
said that being a family man was
harder than being a spiritual master.
I’'m not looking for excuses, but
maybe others find it easier to keep
their spiritual practices going amid

the seemingly endless demands of
being a parent and a husband—clean-
ing, cooking, gardening, shopping,
making money, keeping accounts,
paying bills, maintaining a car and

a house, dealing with illnesses,
accidents, arguments . . . I'll stop
here!

In our family we have a little
morning service (described in BTG
Vol. 25, No. 2). It’s a great inspiration
and help to us all. It’s something none
of us would like to forgo, although
sometimes it’s difficult to fit in. After
our service, I chant a round with
my eldest son, Radhanatha. I also
chant some rounds with Radha Priya,
my wife, before the children wake
up. Still, I do most of my chanting
alone, or carrying a baby on my
darm.

Even though chanting has become
more difficult, now it also means more
to me. It’'s my most significant link

with Krsna. In holy places like
temples, spiritual programs go on
practically twenty-four hours a day,
and there are always lots of devotees
to associate with. But here at home,
apart from our rudimentary altar, our
own celebration of Vaisnava festivals,
and the occasional sound of church
bells, there’s not much else for spiri-

| tual support but my chanting.

Gone too is the social pressure to

| complete my rounds. I'm chanting

because I want to and not because I'm
trying to keep up with others. My
main motivation in chanting is no
longer duty—it’s need. To keep going
in spiritual life, I know I have to
chant.

Rohininandana Dasa lives in southern
England with his wife and their three
children. Write to him at Woodgate
Cottage, Beckley Nr. Rye, E. Sussex
TN31 6UH, UK.

HOLD YOUR BEADS in your right
hand, between your thumb and
middle finger.

Begin chanting on the bead next
to the large bead. Chant the com-
plete maha-mantra aloud: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Make sure to pronounce each
word distinctly. Hare is pronounced
huh-ray. Krsnais pronounced krish-
na. And Ramarhymes with the Eng-
lish word drama.

After chanting one mantra on
the first bead, move to the next bead
and chant the maha-mantra again.
Continue in this way until you have
chanted on all 108 beads. You have
just chanted one “round.”

Don’t chant on or cross over the
large bead. To chant another round,
turn your beads around and begin
moving them in the other direction.
The last bead of your first round will
be the first bead of your next. If you
wish, you can roll the beads slightly
between your finger and thumb as
you chant.

How to Chant on Beads

Try to focus your mind on the
sound of the holy name. Lord Krsna
says we should practice controlling
our restless mind by bringing it back
from wherever it has strayed. Our
chantingis an invitation to Krsna. If
He kindly comes, He is our guest.
And if we ignore Him by allowing
our minds to wander, how long will
our special guest want to stay?

Srila Prabhupada says the maha-
mantra is a spiritual call to the Lord
and His energy (Hara, or Radha) to
give us protection. And he says that
chanting is exactly like the genuine

cry of a child for its mother.

The maha-mantra means, “My
dear Lord, please accept me.” Or,
when further elaborated, “My dear
Lord, having forgotten You I have
fallen into the material world and
have wandered through various
species of life for so long. Please be
merciful to me. Please pick me up
and engage me once again in Your
service.”

We can get help in chanting Hare
Krsnabyinvoking the mercy of Lord
Caitanya and His associates by
chanting the mantra that glorifies
them: jayasri-krsna-caitanyaprabhu
nityananda sri-advaita gadadhara
Srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda. You
can chant this mantra before you
begin chanting your rounds or
before each round.

Lord Caitanyasaid that there are
no hard and fast rules for chant-
ing. So you can chant quietly or
loudly, sitting, standing, or walk-
ing, with your eyes open or closed.
The important principle is to hear
the sound of the name without
distraction.
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THE LAND, THE COWS,

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

PART 1

FOR DEVOTEES of Krsna, work has
a higher purpose than simply keeping
the body alive. In the Bhagavad-gita
(18.46) Lord Krsna reveals the spiri-
tual significance of work: “By per-
forming his own work, in worship

of the Lord, a man can attain
perfection.™ 7

The government, therefore, Srila
Prabhupada taught, is dutybound to
ensure that every person is engaged
according to his ability. “There should
be no unemployment,” he said. “Just
stop this unemployment, and you
will see—the whole world will be
peaceful.”

Since the whole world isn’t peace-
ful, I listened with interest last year as
my sociology teacher made some
remarks calculated to deflate college-
boy enthusiasm about the upcoming
presidential election: “It really doesn't
matter who wins this election. Every-
thing is going to stay the same. Take
unemployment. All three candidates
talk about reducing unemployment.
But if you listen carefully—none of
them talks about creating full employ-
ment. Why is that?

“Full employment is bad for busi-
ness. Businesses need unemployment
to keep labor costs down. If everyone
has a job, then companies have to pay
higher wages to attract workers. This
cuts into profits—and it means lower
campaign contributions. So none of
the candidates advocates full employ-
ment.”

The professor was right, of course.
High unemployment helps keep down
labor costs, favoring employers. And
from the government’s point of view,
unemployment has the desirable side
effect of holding down inflation. Full
employment means higher wages, and

higher wages translate into higher-
priced goods for consumers. That’s
inflation. So economists tell us that in
a market economy we just have to live
with the “agonizing tradeoff between
inflation and unemployment.”

When a society has high unemploy-
ment, of course. it has the high costs
that come with it. The most visible:
the costs of welfare checks and un-
employment benefits. Prolonged un-
employment also dampens consumer
confidence. Sales go down because
people don’t know when they’ll have
more money. Economists also point
out that the real cost of high un-
employment is the loss of goods and
services that willing workers could
have provided.

And then there are the social and
psychological costs. A person’s contri-
bution to society is mostly defined by
the work he or she does. Take away
someone’s work and you’'ve cut that
person off. “In our society, it is mur-
der, psychologically, to deprive a man
of a job, . ..” said Martin Luther King,
Jr. “You are in substance saying to
that man that he has no right to exist.”

*“Re-Engineering” and
The Growth of Unemployment

What causes unemployment? Two
causes are easy to see: mechanization
and the movement of jobs to countries
with cheap labor. Employers go in for
machines or high technology to save
on labor costs. Sometimes workers are
laid off right away. and sometimes job
losses come later. As a result of
industry’s big investment in computers
and other technology over the past
couple of decades, we may soon see
millions of more people out of work.

A recent front-page article in The
Wall Street Journal (March 16) tells of
“re-engineering”—*"a technique for
finally getting the elusive productivity
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AND KRSNA

Unemployment and the
Decline of Small Farms

| improvements that companies had
| hoped to reap from the hundreds of
| billions of dollars they invested in

data-processing equipment over the
past couple decades.” Through re-
engineering, the Journal says, busi-
nesses will achieve “stunning produc-

| tivity gains.” Businesses will do this by
| training employees in multiple skills,

| pushing decision-making to lower

| levels, and reorganizing assembly lines

and offices to simplify and speed up
work. Another technique: using tem-

| porary workers to avoid adding new
| workers to the permanent payroll.

But the costs in unemployment will
be tremendous. The U.S. private sec-
tor, the Journal says, “today encom-
passes roughly 90 million jobs.” By

| some estimates, re-engineering will

wipe out as many as 25 million of
them,

John C. Skerritt, managing partner
in the financial services group at
Andersen Consulting, says, “We can
see many, many ways jobs will be
destroyed. but we can’t see where they
will be created. This may be the big-
gest social issue of the next 20 years.”

John Sculley, CEO of Apple
Computer, commented that the
“reorganization of work™ might prove
“as massive and wrenching as the
Industrial Revolution.”

The Journal concludes, “With mil-
lions being laid off, nearly everyone
may feel threatened, and with good

| cause. For most workers, job security
| will be the most tenuous since the

Depression.™

| History of Unemployment

Today the problems of unemploy-
ment may seem eternal, and when
Srila Prabhupada admonishes that the
government must make sure that
everyone has a suitable job, his words
may seem impracticable. But eyen a



few hundred years ago, things were
quite different. In the Middle Ages,
for example, Europe had its prob-
lems, but unemployment was not
large among them. Most people had a
specific work to do for their liveli-
hood.

But as Europe shifted its economic
base from subsistence farming to
commerce and industry, people were
no longer assured a productive role,
and they began to lose their jobs.
With the invention of the water
wheel, the windmill, and the horse
collar, many serfs and peasants were
put out of work, kicked off their land.

By 1449, there were so many jobless
“loiterers” that the first vagrancy law
was passed: any person unemployed
had to work for whoever offered him
a job—at any wage.

Unemployed serfs became “free
labor.” They no longer had a master
to work for. Anyone could pay them
a wage for work, and not have to be
responsible for their livelihood and
well-being. So now employers no
longer had to pay a liveable wage—a
great boon for business. Without long-
term responsibility, employers could
hire and fire “human capital™ at will.

By the end of the sixteenth cen-
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tury, the number of displaced workers
had grown dramatically. At the end of
the sixteenth century, English geogra-
pher Richard Hakluyt wrote of what
this meant in England:

Multitudes of loiterers and idle vaga-
bonds, having no way to be set on
work, often fall to pilfering and thiev-
ing and other lewdness, whereby all
the prisons of the land are daily pes-
tered and stuffed full of them, where
either they pitifully pine away, or else
at length are miserably hanged, even
twenty at a clap out of some one jail.

Unemployment and Crime

In the centuries since then, the link
between joblessness and crime has
stayed. As sociologist Elliot Currie
points out, evidence suggests that if you
know which inmates among already
hardened prisoners will be released but
be out of a job, you know which are
most likely to go on to become high-
rate offenders.

Citing research by Johns Hopkins
sociologist M. Harvey Brenner, Currie

| says that in 1970

an increase in the American unem-
ployment rate of one percentage
point accounted for nearly 4 percent
of that year’s homicides, almost 6
percent of its robberies, and close to
9 percent of narcotics arrests.

These effects of unemployment
come about only partly due to the pres-
sure of losing a job and running out of
money, Brenner says. Equally impor-
tant is what he calls “the compound-
interest effect.” Out of a job, a person
may turn to drugs and alcohol. And
these in turn lead to crime.

Brenner also points out that by
forcing jobless workers to move to
other cities in search of work, unem-
ployment breaks up families. This also

leads to higher crime rates. When you

think about the rates of unemployment
predicted for the next couple of
decades, you can’t help but wonder:
What will happen to families in a coun-
try where twenty-five million people
are moving from place to place, des-
perately looking for work?

Currie gives evidence that along
with unemployment, underemployment
fosters crime too. A job flipping ham-
burgers at McDonald’s may not be



enough to keep a teenager out of the
drug trade. People need jobs that can
give them a decent and stable living.
Beyond that, as argued by Carroll D.
Wright in 1878, “The kind of labor
which requires the most skill on the
part of the workman to perform in-
sures the laborer most perfectly
against want and crime.” Currie con-
cludes that an economy that condemns
many to drudgery and frequent unem-
ployment will be neither just nor safe.

A Rural Solution

Tellingly, Currie links the problem
of urban crime with the displacement
of farm workers in earlier decades.
The steady and massive erosion of
jobs for small farmers and farm work-
ers pushed millions of rural people in-
to the cities—just when steady work
for low-skilled newcomers in the cities
was disappearing, lost to automation,

the suburbs, or low-wage havens
abroad.

Currie makes a case similar to Srila
Prabhupada’s: to reduce crime and
suffering, it is the duty of the govern-
ment to provide everyone with
suitable work.

What does Currie hold up as an
example? Not the creation of inner-
city business enterprise zones. Instead
he recalls Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).
In the 1930s and 1940s, it put more
than 2.5 million poor young men to
work, mostly in national and state for-
est projects and other public works.

Anyone who has visited American
parks and seen the beautiful log and
stone cabins, shelters, and even wood-
land chapels put up by the young CCC
workers can appreciate that, at least in
the material sense, here was good
work in a simple natural environment

conducive to good character. The
government invested a lot of money in

| the CCC, but the investment paid off in

tangible structures, crime prevention,
and the development of good people.
Roosevelt’s CCC approach to unem-

| ployment held this irony: although a
| wholesome rural environment might

have been new to many CCC workers,
many—possibly even most—had par-
ents or grandparents who had worked
in rural settings decades earlier. What
was it that pushed them or lured them
off the land to seek work in the crime-
ridden cities? Next time I'll discuss the
sociological effects of replacing small
farms with agribusinesses and industry.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, spent several years
on the Gita Nagari farm in Pennsyl-
vania. She is co-editor of the newsletter
Hare Krsna Rural Life.

SCHOOLING KRSNA’S CHILDREN

“Your Children Are . . .
Different”

by Urmila Devi Dasi

I RECENTLY TOOK my children and
some of my teenage students with me
to an education conference, where we
met with Dave Marks, a textbook
author and retired teacher with more
than thirty years of experience in pub-
lic and private schools. He has written
a text we use as part of our English
instruction. Soon after the conference,
he wrote me this letter: “What a nice
surprise to meet some of your stu-
dents. . .. I would like you to pass on
the feelings I have about meeting
them. They were not at all like the stu-
dents I have been used to meeting.
Your kids were pleasant, bright, enthu-
siastic and happy. Whatever you are
doing to or for them sure is working.
Please tell them how pleased [ was to
meet them and what a good feeling to
know that I may have had even a very
small part in their education.”

I recalled when my son was three

years old and I brought him and his
friend into a museum in Philadelphia
to use the lavatory before a festival
began. “I've never seen children like
that!” the guard said when 1 asked for
directions. “What do you feed them?
They're so bright!”

Yes, our children are different. By
their character, behavior, and bright
faces, Prabhupada wanted them to
stand clearly apart from ordinary
materialists. He referred to children
raised in Krsna consciousness as “Vai-
kuntha children,” children free from
anxiety, as if they carry within them-
selves the spiritual world.

Krsna conscious children are dif-
ferent by virtue of practical aspects of
their upbringing. They don’t go to mo-
vies, watch television, read romance
novels, visit amusement parks, eat

the latest musicians. Instead they read
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the words of saints and sages, tune into
Vedic mantras, and pass time with the
plots of Mahabharata and Ramayana.
These children have spiritual knowl-
edge that illumines everything, like the
sun in the day, and that enlightenment
is visible in their external demeanor.
Although this special, “unworldly”
quality is the goal of Krsna conscious
child training, we may sometimes wor-
ry that our children will be too differ-
ent—weird. How will they relate to
ordinary people? When these kids turn
into adults, will they be able to buy a
plane ticket? Could a Krsna conscious
child grow up to work as a doctor?
Two years ago my sister visited
America from her overseas home. To
see her, many of my cousins gathered
at my mother’s house in New York. My

| children sat with their children, many
food not offered to Krsna, or tune into |

of whom they’d never met, and played
and talked for several hours. One



cousin pulled me aside. “Our children
can get along together!™ she
whispered.

“Are you surprised?” I asked.

“Well, yves. I mean, I thought, well,
that your children would be too “dif-
ferent.” But they're very nice. happy
kids.”

I smiled.

We certainly teach our children
(and ourselves) to avoid intimate deal-
ing with materialistic people who will
distract us from spiritual life. Our chil-
dren learn to do everything—games,
chores, schoolwork, conversation—in
the service of Lord Krsna. But as
these children advance in awareness
of how everything is connected with
Krsna. they do not become sectarian
or self-righteous. Nor do they become
materially inept or incompetent.

THE SHOW IS FINISHED. the equip-
ment loaded. The van sits before the
front door, and I sit inside the van. It
is cold and windy on a German shore.

Three guys approach—young,
clean-cut, and straight-edged. They
want to do an interview.

“I don’t need Krsna,” says the
spokesman, with an unforgettable
German accent. 1 have my own way.”

“That’s cool.” I say. “What way is
that?”

Lots of hestitation. Lots of stutter-
ing. Lots of eyes darting back and
forth between the three of them.

Finally the spokesman speaks up.
“[ believe in my own self. I rely on my
own sell. I follow only my own self.”

“Great. But who is that self?™

More darting eyes and stuttering,
Sentences begin, but confusion
consumes them and silence domi-
nates. They can’t answer.

[ ask them. “How can vou believe
in it, rely on it, and follow it if you
don’t even know what it is?”

Silence is spoken in German.

“See, that’s why you do need Krsna

STRAIGHT TALK

Follow Yourself

by Vraja Kishor Dasa

The more a child becomes Krsna
conscious, the more clearly he or she
sees others with love. compassion, and
humility. A child who is factually pro-
gressing in realization of Krsna be-
comes a true friend of all living beings.
So it isn't difficult for such a child to
show this universal friendship in prac-
tical. ordinary dealings. Nondevotees
then find the children to be both dif-
ferent and accessible. saintly yet
human.

As for material knowledge and
skills, our children learn how to use
this world in Krsna’s service. Naturally
they must learn how to read maps, buy
airline tickets, drive cars, and have a
means of livelihood. Krsna never
teaches laziness; He teaches that
everyone must have a duty, because no
one can even maintain his physical

consciousness.”

No comment.

“The first point is that the self is
not the body.”

He sits up straighter in the van
chair. “Yes,” he says. "I am not the
body. I am the collection of all the
ideals that my brothers and [ share in
common.”

“These ideals are not the self,” I
say. “They're all impressed upon you
from outside your self.”

They eventually agree: The self is
beyond the body and the ideals of the
mind.

Then [ ask, “We know what the
self isn't. But what is it?”

“The spirit?”

“Yeah. The self is a particle of
spirit, a part of the complete spirit,
just as a guitar string is a part of the
complete guitar. If you rip off that
guitar string and throw it on the
sidewalk out here—what value does it
have?”

“Nothing.”

*Yeah, not a whole lot.” [ say. “It’s
useless. But when you connect that
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body without work. If a devotee lacks
some material skill, Krsna will provide
for that lack. One who worships the
Lord with love does not lose the results
of ordinary material work, nor the
results of philosophical knowledge.
Indeed, we see in our children that hav-
ing Krsna consciousness is like having a
million dollars. When you have a mil-
lion. all of your ten-dollar problems are
solved.

Urmila Devi Dast was initiated in 1973
and has been involved in ISKCON
education since 1983. She, her husband,
and their three children live at the

ISKCON community in Hillsborough,
North Carolina, where she runs a school
for children aged 5-18. She is the main
author and compiler of Vaikuntha Chil-
dren, a gurukula classroom guidebook.

string to the complete guitar—tune it
up and all that—it has so much value,
right? It can make music. It can make
songs. The string is valuable when it
works for the complete guitar.”

They nod.

*So. the real nature of the self,” |
continue, “is to serve the complete
Selii

“What do you mean, ‘complete
self*?” one of them asks.

“Krsna. The highest expression of
the self is to serve Krsna.”

@

“That’s what it really means to
‘follow yourself.” That’s Krsna
consciousness.”

They were thoughtful. I was
thankful.

Viraja Kishor Dasa (formerly Bhakta
Vic of 108) joined the Hare Krsna
movement about three years ago. He
recently received spiritual initiation

[from Dhanurdhara Swami in Virnda-

vana, India. He and his band (called
108) are based at ISKCON's temple in
Dallas, Texas.



New York City, December 1965 . . .

Swami

ew to New York, Bhaktivedanta

Swami, Srila Prabhupéda, had

undoubtedly taken up the
greatest austerity on the order of his
Guru Maharaja. In the short space of
three months he had traveled from his
beloved village of Vrndavana, crossing
the ocean in a small freighter on which
he had suffered two heart attacks, to
the freezing. inhospitable, dangerous
streets of New York City.

Possessing only a short letter of
introduction, he was offered a small
room in the back of an apartment
occupied by Dr. Mishra, a well-
meaning Mayavadi “uptown Swami.”

Even with weather, health, and
living conditions at their worst, Srila
Prabhupada enthusiastically began
spreading the message.

As his biography tells us, “The
weather grew cold. . . . On Columbus
Avenue shops were selling Christmas
trees, and the continental restaurants
were bright with holiday lighting.

On Seventy-second the Retailers’
Association erected tall red poles
topped with green tinsel Christmas
trees. The tops of the trees on both
sides of the street sprouted tinsel
garlands that spanned the street and

...,

ji's First Christmas

joined in red tinsel stars surrounded by
colored lights.”

Srila Prabhupada wore a coat Dr.
Mishra had given him, but he never
gave up wearing his dhot, despite the
cold, windy walks.

“Although Prabhupada did no
Christmas shopping, he visited many
bookstores—Orientalia, Sam Weiser’s,
Doubleday. the Paragon. and others—
trying to sell his Srimad-Bhagavatams.
Mrs. Ferber. the wife of the Paragon
Book Gallery proprietor. considered
Prabhupada "a pleasant and extremely

polite small gentleman.” The first time
he called she wasn't interested in his
books, but he tried again, and she took
several volumes. Prabhupada used to
stop by about once a week, and since
his books were selling regularly, he
would collect. Sometimes when he
needed copies to sell personally, he
would come by and pick them up from
Mrs. Ferber, and sometimes he would
phone to ask her how his books were
selling.”

“I Have Come to Give Something”

All during that winter Prabhupada
would try to preach to whomever he
could get to listen. He also continued
to translate Srimad-Bhagavatam, alone
in his fifth-floor room.

“The weather went below freezing,
colder than he had ever experienced
in India. Daily he had to walk toward
the Hudson against a west wind that
even on an ordinary winter’s day
would take your breath away and
make your eyes water and your face
grow numb. . . .

“His advisors had cautioned him
not to remain an alien but to get into
the spirit of American life, even if it
meant breaking vows he had held in
India. . .. But Prabhupada’s idea was
different, and he could not be budged.
The others may have had to compro-
mise, he thought, but they had come
to beg technological knowledge from
the West. °I have not come to beg
something.” he said. *but to give
something.””

Swamiji had reinvented Christmas.
And his followers for decades to come
would try to assist him in his transcen-
dental giving. Especially at Christmas.

Please call toll free:

1-800-800-3BTG

Order your subscription for $15,
your best friend’s and
everyone else’s for only $12.

This holiday season give something wonderful . . .
give Back to Godhead.



IN THE MID-NINETEENTH century
Charles Darwin corresponded regu-
larly with Asa Gray, a Harvard
professor of botany who was an evan-
gelical Christian. Gray was dedicated
to scientific empiricism, but in those
days he opposed the idea of the evo-
lutionary transformation of species.
He held the traditional view that
God had individually designed and
created the bodily forms of living
organismes.

For some time, Darwin tried to
break down Gray's resistance. For
example, in 1860 Darwin wrote to
Gray:

[ see a bird which I want for food,
take my gun and kill it. I do this
designedly. An innocent and good
man stands under a tree and is
killed by a flash of lightning. Do you
believe (and I really should like to
hear) that God designedly killed
this man?

Many or most persons do
believe this: I can’t and don’t. If you
believe so, do you believe that when
a swallow snaps up a gnat. that God
designed that that particular swal-
low should snap up that particular
gnat at that particular instant? I
believe that man and the gnat are in
the same predicament. If the death
of neither man nor gnat are
designed. I see no good reason to
believe that their first birth or

designed.!

Gray was quickly persuaded by
Darwin’s thesis that species evolve,
but in spite of many powerful argu-
ments like this one. he stuck to the
idea of divine design. He would argue
that species might evolve by Darwin’s
process of natural selection but God
must somehow guide the process. In
fact, even Darwin himself was swayed
by Gray's arguments. Once he
reprinted one of Gray’s reviews of his
theory at his own expense, and across
the top he printed the slogan “Natural

SCIENCE: THE VEDIC VIEW

The Seeds of Reason

by Sadaputa Dasa

Selection not Inconsistent with
Natural Theology.™

Guided Evolution Rejected

Darwin soon rejected Gray's
method of harmonizing evolution
with theology. and so did many main-
stream Christian scientists. As David
Livingstone put it in his history of the
Christian response to Darwinism.
“Christians were soon to abandon this
version [of Asa Gray] in [avor of a
more holistic design located in the
regularity of natural law.”™ In other
words, instead of guiding nature
organism by organism to bring forth
specific designs, God designed the
laws of physics in such a way that
all organisms would emerge auto-
matically by Darwinian evolution.

The reason for abandoning Gray’s
guided evolution is this: The laws of
physics (in Darwin’s time and now) do
not allow for some nonphysical agent
to manipulate the course of events.
Therefore. if God were to guide the
natural processes to come up with
particular species one by one, He
would violate the laws of physics.

Gray argued in favor of evolution
by saying, “If the alternative be the
immediate origination out of nothing,
or out of the soil, of the human form
with all its actual marks, there can be
no doubt which side a scientific man
will take.”™ The scientist will certainly
prefer a process of evolution that
follows the course of nature. But if
occasional big violations of the laws of
physics are to be rejected, why accept
large numbers of small violations?
Thus the scientist who accepts Gray’s
argument for evolution is likely to opt
eventually for a fully naturalistic evo-
lutionary process that does not violate
the laws of physics at all.

For Christian theologians. this
choice is not hard to justify. This was
demonstrated by George Frederick
Wright. a geologist, evangelical minis-
ter, and friend of Asa Gray. Wright

BACK TO GODHEAD

18

rejected guided evolution, and he
used the doctrines of Calvinism to
argue that God is concerned only with
the ultimate cause of creation—the
laws of nature. Wright was able to
satisfy physical scientists and Darwin-
ian evolutionists by asserting that
Darwinism was “the Calvinistic
interpretation of nature.”

Creative Seeds

Of course, the real laws of nature
may differ from the laws of physics. In
my last column I pointed out that the
Vedic literature clearly supports this
view. Since no scientist has ever
shown that all natural phenomena
obey known physical laws, students of
science and religion might be wise to
seek alternatives to using physics as
the basis for understanding God’s role
in nature. I would therefore like to
describe in more detail the Vedic ver-
sion of the creation of living species.

To do this, let me return to another
topic mentioned in my last column—
Saint Augustine’s idea of “seed
principles.” According to Augustine,
at the moment of creation God
planted in nature rationes seminales,
or “rational seeds.” In due course of
time, these seeds produced the forms
of living beings by a natural process of
unfolding. The rational seeds cannot
be directly perceived by human
senses, but each seed contains the
potential for manifesting a specific
gross form. According to the Catholic
philosopher Frederick Copleston, the
idea of the rational seeds did not
come from Christian scripture or tra-
dition. Augustine got the idea from
the pagan philosopher Plotinus, and
ultimately it came from the Stoics."

Some scientists say that August-
ine’s theory foreshadows the modern
idea that the laws of physics unfold
the development of species through
Darwinian evolution. These scientists
suggest that the physical laws can
thereby be regarded as “seed prin-



ciples™ of creation. This is certainly
not what Augustine had in mind, but
Augustine’s idea does turn out to be
strikingly similar to the concept of
divine creation presented in the Vedic
literature.

According to the Vedic conception,

Krsna brings about creation by
investing His potency in seed forms
called bijas. This idea is illustrated by
the following passage from a lecture
on the Srimad-Bhagavatam given by
Srila Prabhupada in 1972

Krsna’s energy is so powerful that
He puts the potency in a seed.
Bijarit mam sarva-bhiitanam, Krsna
says. Bija means “seed.” “For what-
ever is coming out, being mani-
fested, I am the seed.” This means,
“It is manufactured under My

supervision.” Just find the seed of a
banyan tree. It is a small grain, like
a mustard seed. But you sow the
seed, and a gigantic tree will come
out. Unless the energetic tree 1s
there within the seed, how does it
come out?

Like Augustine’s rationes seni-
nales, the bijas, or creative seeds, are
placed within matter at the initial
moment of creation. This is described
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.26.19),
which says that the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead (Maha-Visnu)

| impregnates the womb of material

nature. Nature then delivers the sum
total of cosmic intelligence. This
cosmic intelligence includes specific
information defining the karmic
destiny of the conditioned souls.

Advertisement

Initially material nature is in a
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Asa Gray and George Frederick Wright felt that
creation must be the work of God but it should not violate
the course of nature. We can see that the Vedic account
of creation satisfies these two requirements.

system. When virtual-reality software
is inserted into a suitable computer,
the computer generates illusory
bodily forms, which the players in the
virtual-reality game experience as
real. The intelligent design of the
software by the computer program-
mer corresponds to the intelligent
design of the seed information by
Maha-Visnu.

One might argue that a computer
contains complex electronic circuits
designed to run its software but in
nature we find nothing but randomly
moving atoms and subatomic par-
ticles. If “seed information™ were
injected into nature, how would it be
able to generate the bodily forms of
living organisms?

This question is not answered by
Augustine’s sketchy theory of the
rationes seminales. The Vedic litera-
ture, however, gives an answer. Just as
gross physical seeds are always
produced and disseminated by living
organisms, so the seed information
injected by Maha-Visnu is always
controlled and manipulated by living
beings.

In the Brahma-samhita, texts 7-10,
it is said that the impregnating glance
of Maha-Visnu becomes manifest in
the material world as a being named
Sambhu. The conceiving potency of
nature, known as Maya, likewise
appears from Rama Devi, the eternal
consort of Visnu. From the union of
Sambhu and Maya, innumerable
living beings are generated through
sexual procreation. The bodies of
these beings are made of spiritual and
subtle forms of energy unknown to
modern physics. The gross physical
bodies of our experience are gener-
ated from subtle living forms by the
interaction of gross and subtle forms

of energy. Thus the basic rule is that
life forms are generated from seeds by
a process of reproduction, subtle
forms giving rise to gross forms.

Asa Gray and George Frederick
Wright felt that creation must be the
work of God but it should not violate
the course of nature. We can see that
the Vedic account of creation satisfies
these two requirements. It does so,
however, by speaking about spiritual
and subtle phenomena in nature that
are completely outside the scope of
modern physical science.

A Deeper View of Cause and Effect

The Vedic account also provides an
answer to Darwin’s questions about
design in nature. The Padma Purana
explains that karmic reactions to
activities exist in the form of seeds
stored within the heart, or subtle
mind, of an individual.” In due course
of time, these seeds fructify in the
form of specific physical events.

This is the Vedic explanation of

| why lightning strikes Darwin’s

“innocent and good man” standing
beneath a tree. The lightning stroke is
not delivered whimsically by a
wrathful God; it comes naturally as a
reaction to the man’s past actions. But
the natural system that brings about
this reaction is designed by God for
the explicit purpose of administering
divine justice. Even the eating of
gnats by swallows is part of the divine

| plan. Gnats and swallows also have

souls, and the experiences they
undergo in the course of nature are

| designed to bring about progressive

evolution of their consciousness.

The karmic seeds culminating in
the lightning stroke consist of subtle
energy. They are transferred from
body to body in the process of
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transmigration of the soul, and they
manifest their effects through com-
plex control systems operating within
nature. According to Vedic literature,
these control systems are directed by
living beings known as demigods, and
ultimately they are under the supervi-
sion of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

Darwin’s theory of evolution can
be seen as an attempt to give an
alternative to the idea of whimsical,
sudden creation by divine fiat. The
theory attempted to explain the origin
of species rationally in terms of a
natural process of cause and effect.
According to the Vedic literature
there is indeed a rational process of
creation. But it involves concepts and
categories of being that go far beyond
the limits of present-day science.
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SRI BHAKTI SANDARBHA ———

AlESE (N
DEVOTIONAL
SERVICE

Part Six of an overview of the
Sat Sandarbha ofS"rila Jiva Gosvami

by Kundali Dasa and Satya Narayana Dasa

HIS FIFTH OF THE six sandar-
| bhas (treatises) describes abhi-
deya tattva, or the process for
attaining love of God. As the name of
the treatise suggests, that process is
bhakti, devotional service. Bhakti is a
scientific process, with many subtleties
and nuances, which are discussed in this
sandarbha.

What is bhakti? Who should per-
form it? Why should it be performed?
What is needed to perform it? All these
questions are answered here, largely
from S‘ri.r:,--z ad-Bhagavatam.

First Srila Jiva Gosvami shows that
the central purpose of the Bhagavatam
is to present bhakti. He does this by
analyzing again the various speakers in
the Bhagavatam. From this analysis he
concludes that no other path can suc-
ceed without bhakti yet bhakii itself is
independent; it does not rely on any
other process.

Jiva Gosvami states, therefore, that
a devotee should never independently

Painting by Yadurini Devi Dasi
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worship any demigod. Still, a devotee
should never disrespect the demigods
(norany living being). Rather, he should
respect the demigods as the Lord’s as-
sistants, because even Lord Siva is a
great Vaisnava, a great devotee.

Srila Jiva Gosvami tells us that the
Supreme Lord is quickly pleased with
a person who is merciful to every liv-
ing being. If one is unable to help
others and show them mercy. one can
simply respect them; but one should
give special respect to a devotee.

All good qualities reside in a
devotee. A devotee who has
progressed to the stage of faith
(sraddha) need not engage in
karma, or duties prescribed in
the varnasrama social system.
And bhakti is never destroyed:
any devotion one accrues is
never lost.

Pure Devotion Stands Supreme
By careful analysis of the
Bhagavatam one can see that
bhakti alone is the means to
perfection. Indeed, in all goals,
at all times, in all places, in all
scripture, in all duties, in all
conditions, bhakti is supreme.

Sometimes bhakti mixed
with fruitive activitiesis encour-
aged, but that is only to attract
people to pure bhakti, because
bhakti is the supreme religion.
[t grantsall desires and removes
all obstacles.

Bhakti is so powerful that it
frees the devotee from all fear
and all sins. If one commits an
offense, in bhakti one needs no
separate means of atonement.
Furthermore, birth in a low
family or low species neither
obstructs bhakti nor disquali-
fies one from performing it.

Only bhakrtistands untouched by the
modes of nature. It is even beyond the
mode of goodness. One may argue that
since bhakti is performed with the ex-
ternal and internal senses, and since
those senses are influenced by the three
modes of nature, bhakti is also mixed
with the three modes.

Srila Jiva Gosvami counters by ex- |
plaining that the power of transcen- |
dental knowledge and the power of tran- |
scendental action are powers that come |
directly from the Lord. The Lord en- |

skrit texts.

| ables the body and senses to become
| permeated with God consciousness and
| perform their devotional functions.
Bhakti is a consolidated form of the
| pleasure potency. Thus only bhakti can
please Krsna, who is otherwise self-
i satisfied. Bhakti is granted to the living
| entities by the Lord, and yet it attracts
| Him.

| How Can Pure Devotion Be Attained?
Even the semblance (abhasa) of
| bhaktiisvery powerful. To demonstrate
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this, Srila Jiva Gosvami relates a story.
Once a rat ate a ghee wick burning in

front of the Deity, and when the rat’s |

mouth started burning, the rat jumped
up and downin pain. The Lord took this
jumping as an offering of the devotional
arati ceremony. So when the rat died it
became a queen in its next life, and she
was attached to offering ghee lamps in
the temple. She attained salvation in

vertent expression of devotion, this liv-
ing being got the full benefit of abhideya,
or the process of bhakti.
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emotional or hyperbolic outpourings
of the enraptured devotee. Such an
attitude obstructs one’s progress an the
path of bhakii.

Srila Jiva Gosvamiproceeds by show-
ing that even a liberated soul can go to
hell because of offenses. Srila Jiva then
speaks at length of the ten offenses to
avoid in chanting the holy names. If one
is not making advancement
even after chanting the holy
names, he says, it is because of
offenses, past or present.

Furthermore, a duplicjtous
person can never get bhakti.
Srila Jiva Gosvami cites the
example of Duryodhana, who
worshiped Krsna but never
made spiritual advancement.
Only qualified persons get the
mercy of Krsna to attain prema
bhakti, devotional service in
pure love of Godhead. Prema
bhakti is so powerful that it
frees one fromeven hunger and
thirst, as it did for Maharaja
Pariksit.

What is the main way to at-
tain this wonderful bhakti? Jiva
Gosvami says the most essen-
tial element is association with
devotees of the Lord. An of-
fenseless person who gets even
a little association with pure
devotees, as Narada Muni did,
develops attachment to Krsna
in short order. Offenders, on
the other hand, need special
mercy. Nalakuvera and Mani-
griva are examples.

Essentially, satsanga—spiri-
tual association—means the

| association of guru, the spiritual master.

The diksa guru, the guru who gives one
initiation, is also generally the siksa guru,
or the guru who gives one instruction.
But whereas there is only one diksa
guru, the siksa gurus may be many. The
siksa guru is accepted with the permis-
sionof the diksa guru. SrilaJiva Gosvami
describes the qualifications of a guru at

| length.,
that life. Thus by @bhasa, or an inad- |

What Kinds of Devotion Are There?
Next Srila Jiva Gosvami explains the
various types of bhakti. We shall briefly
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When works are offered to Lnovlodoe taneous devotional service).
the Lord, devotion is attrib- = Srila Jiva Gosvami fur-

uted to them, even though
the activity itself is not devotional. This
is called attributed devotion.

Aropsiddha is further divided into
two types—offering of works done
against the Vedic rules and offering of
works done according to the Vedas.
Although works cause bondage in this
material world, they can also remedy
material suffering if offered to God. A
thorn causes pain, but it can also pry
another thorn loose.

Here Srila Jiva Gosvami refutes the
philosophy of pirva mimamsa, which
says that the piety of an act resides in
the performer and gives its fruit auto-
matically, with no need of consent from
the Supreme Lord. The reality is that
piety causes bondage as well. Only when
pious activity is offered to God does it
bring salvation. That is aropsiddha
bhakiti.

The second type of bhakti is called
sangasiddha bhakti. This is devotional
service accompanied by other spiritual
processes. Karma (work) and jaana
(knowledge), for example, are not de-
votion, but by association with bhakri
they take on the nature of devotion.
That is to say, something which is not
directly bhakti but which helps bhakti
is counted as bhakiti.

An example that applies is that of
electricity. An object may have no elec-
tricity, but when put in contact with
electricity it becomes electrified and
acts like electricity. Another example:

detachment of the mind from sense grat- |

ification is not devotion, because it has
no relation to the Lord, but such de-
tachment helps one perform devotional
service; therefore, it is counted as part
of abhideya, or the process of devotion.

Sangasiddha bhaktiis further divided
into three categories. The firstissakdama
—devotional service mixed with ma-
terial desires. The second is kaivalya
kama—devotional service mixed with
the desire to merge into Brahman. (This
is of two types—>bhakti mixed with work
and bhakti mixed with knowledge and
work.) The third is bhaktimatra kama
—desire to attain devotion to the Lord.
(‘This again is of three types: devotion
mixed with fruitive work; devotion

ther divides all the cate-
gories of devotional service into two
—sincere and insincere.

Highlights on the Spiritual Path

Srila Jiva Gosvami now discusses
vaidhi bhakti and raganuga bhakti in
even greater detail than that given in
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu by Srila Ripa
Gosvami.

He says that the raganuga bhakta,
the spontaneous devotee, is guided by
love alone. Even if he acts in precise
accord with the scriptures, his bhakti is
not vaidhi but raganuga. Further, raga-

| nugaispossible onlyinrelation to Krsna

mixed with fruitive work and knowl- |

edge; and devotion mixed only with
knowledge.)

After sangasiddha bhakti, the third
main type of devotion is called svariipa-
siddha bhakti—devotional service by
itself, intrinsic, and not dependent on
anythingelse. Devotional practices such
as hearing and chanting, which put
one in direct contact with the Lord, are
examples of svarapasiddha bhakti. Sva-

ritpasiddha is called by various names |

—suddha, kevala, niskama, nirguna,
akificana, ahaituki. The list goes on.
Jiva Gosvami states that the pur-
pose of explaining all the other aspects
of bhakti is to explain svaripasiddha
bhakti, which has two main parts, called
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and not with any of the incarnations or
other forms of the Lord.

Worshipof Krsnain His abode called
Gokula is topmost. And in Gokula,
worship following in the footsteps of
the gopis is supreme. Srila Jiva Go-
svami advises that a devotee never
reveal his personal realizations in pub-
lic; rather, he should keep his progress
confidential.

He says that to develop a taste for
hearing krsna-katha, topics of Krsna,
is the greatest good fortune and it will

| definitely lead one to Krsna. Of all

practices, nothing compares to hear-

ing krsna-katha; it is the very best.
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains that of-
fenses committed during Deity worship
are removed by reciting the Bhagavad-
gita, by reciting the thousand names of
' (please turn to page 42)



MAHABHARATA

The History of Greater India

Translated from the Sanskrit

by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Vedic histories
tell us that the civilization of India—or
Bharatavarsa, as it was called
extended throughout the world. Maha-
bhararaisthe great history of that greater
India. It is an epic poem of more than
100.000 verses. composed in Sanskrit by
the sage Vyasa.

The Mahabhdarata is full of dramatic
and instructive incidents, which reach
their philosophical high point in the
Bhagavad-gita. Through the pages of
the Mahabharata we can gain a deeper
understanding of the knowledge, the
values, and the culture of the Vedic way
of life.

Thus far, the editions of the Maha-
bharata available in English have been
eitherdrastically abridged or difficult to
penetrate. Often, the translator regards
the Mahabhdrata as a fascinating liter-
ary work, an object about which to
speculate, but not as what the followers
of the Vedic culture accept it to be: a
work of truth, a doorway to ultimate
understanding.

But now a new translation has been
undertaken by Hridayananda Dasa Go-
swami. a leading disciple of His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. This new translation brings
to us an English text that is scholarly,
devotional, and eminently readable.

The translation of the Adi Parva—
the first *book™ of the Mahabharara—is

once

now complete and being readied for
press, as Hridayananda Dasa Goswami
proceeds with the next book.

In this issue of BTG we present a
selection from Hridayananda Dasa Go-
swami’s new translation of the Maha-
bharata. This is the first of what will be
an ongoing series. To introduce the se-
ries, we begin with a large installment.
The future installments will be smaller,
but steady.

In India, for generations people in
towns and villages have gathered in the
evening to hear readings from Vedic
histories like the Mahabharata. Now, in
each issue of BTG, we'll be able to rel-
ish and learn from this valuable well-
spring of Vedic culture and wisdom.

As this selection begins, we find the
sage Vaisampayana speaking the Maha-
bharata in the court of King Janame-
java, the emperor of the world. Here,
Vaisampayana tells of the boon granted
to Kunti Devi, who will become the
mother of the Pandavas, the heroes of
the Mahabharata.

The Curse of Pandu
Vaisampayana said:

King Stra, the leader of the Yadu
dynasty, was the father of Vasudeva
[who later became the father of Lord

Painting by Varadaraja Dasa. [Nustrations by Puskara Dasa
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Krsnal. Stra’s daughter was named
Prtha, and no woman on earth had
beauty like hers.

The sister of King Sara’s father had
a son named Kuntibhoja who was un-
able tobegetchildren, andso the mighty
Stira promised to give his first child to
his cousin. Thus when Prtha was born,
Sara declared, “This girl is my first
child,” and acting as a true friend, he
gave the baby girl to his friend Kunti-
bhoja, a great soul who yearned for the
gift of a child.

Kuntibhoja was a saintly king, and as
his daughter began to grow up, he en-
gaged her in worshiping the Supreme
Lord and respectfully serving guests who
came to the palace. Once Prtha was
asked to take care of a fierce brahmana
named Durvasa, who was strict in his
vows but possessed a frightening tem-

per and an inscrutable sense of propri-
ety. Prtha made every effort to please
the brahmana, and he was fully satisfied
with her service. Foreseeing her need
for a lawful means to overcome her
future problems, the sage gave her a
mantraendowed with mystic power and
said to her, “Whichever god you sum-
mon with this mantra, that god will bless
you with a child.”

When the brahmana had thus in-
structed her, that chaste maiden of high
reputation was filled with curiosity. [She
wondered how the mantra worked, and
when she was alone decided to see for
herself.] Thus she summoned the sun-
god, and at once saw coming toward her
the great light-maker, maintainer of the
world. Shapely Prtha gazed upon this
wonder and was astonished, and the
resplendent sun, who reveals all visible

| things, then gave her a child.

Prtha then gave birth to a heroic son
destined to be the best of all who bear
arms. Covered with armor. that hand-
some child of a god abounded in natural
opulence, for he was born with a natural
armor and glowing earrings that illumi-
nated his face. One day this son would
be famous throughout the world as
Karna.

The supremely splendid sun then
returned to the girl her virginity, and
having given this, that most generous
godreturned to his celestial abode. See-
ing her newborn son, the Vrsni princess
became wretched with worry, and her
mind could think of only one thing:
“What is to be done? What can I do to
become virtuous?” Kunti was terrified
to face her relatives, and to conceal
(what she felt to be) her improper deed,

In compliance with Lord Indra’s request, Vasusena cuts off his natural armor and earrings.
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“As the sun covers the splendor
of the innumerable stars, so Pandu covered
the splendor of all the other kings of the earth
simply by standing in the festive arena.

she sent her child, born with extraordi-
nary armor and earrings, to float alone
down the river. Just then a man who was
the respectable son of a chariot driver,
and the husband of Radha, found the
abandoned child and with his wife ac-
cepted the babe as his own son. The two
of them fashioned a name for the child:
“This child has taken birth with riches,
so his name shall be Vasusena.”

Vasusena matured into a powerful |

and heroic youth who excelled in all
kinds of weapons, and he would stand
and worship the sun-god until his back
was burning. He was true to his word,
and at the time when he chanted his
prayers to the sun, there was nothing
that great soul and hero would not give
to the hrahmanas.

Once the effulgent Indra, who main-
tains this world, assumed the form of a
brahmana and begged Vasusena for his
natural armor and earrings. Though dis-
couraged at this request, Vasusena cut
off his armor and earrings and offered
them with folded hands. Amazed at this

and said; “Whomever you desire to con-
quer, whether he be a god, a demon, or
aman, whether a Gandharva, a celestial
snake, orahorrible Raksasa—at whom-
ever you angrily hurl this weapon, that
person shall be no longer.”

Before, his name was known to be
Vasusena, but now by this deed, he was
known as Vaikartana Karna.*®

Kunti’s Marriage
Vaisampdayana continued:

The daughter of Kuntibhoja could
take great vows and carry them out
faithfully, for she delighted in following

#paikartana: “the child of the sun,” or “the
one who cut (himself to keep his vow)”

e e o

the laws of God. She possessed a natu-
ral goodness, and her beauty was be-

yond compare. Prtha was endowed with |
an extraordinary feminine grace, but

although she was in the full bloom of
her radiant youth, no suitable prince
had dared to come forward to request
her hand in marriage. Prtha. also known
as Kunti, was thoughtful about her fu-
ture. Acting through her father, she
called all the best kings and princes by
having it announced that her father the
king would give her away at a svayari-
vara ceremony. Then when the day ar-
rived, and in the middle of the arena,
that thoughtful young lady beheld the
tiger of all kings. Pandu. the great son of
the Bharata clan.

Out of the thousands of monarchs
whoeagerly courted her, Kuntiselected
the young and powerful Pandu, the be-

a lion, shoulders like a bull elephant,
and large, handsome eyes as fearless
as those of an angry bull. As the sun

| covers the splendor of the innumerable
act, Indra gave him the Sakti weapon |

stars, so Pandu covered the splendor of
all the other kings of the earth simply by
standing in the festive arena. In that

that place as they had come, on ele-
phants, horses, and chariots. Kunti’s
father then held an opulent wedding
ceremony worthy of a king’s daughter.
[Often at a svayarvara ceremony the
other kings would challenge the chosen
groom to test his strength, but not a
single warrior dared step forward against
the young Pandu.| :

Pandu accepted Kunti’s hand with
grace and charm, and all agreed that
his was a blessed life and that no one
could estimate the fortune and happi-
ness of a man who had gained such
a qualified wife. Pandu joined with
Kuntibhoja’s daughter in sacred mar-
riage just as mighty Indra had joined
with the goddess Paulomi.

King Kuntibhoja, a lord of the earth,

| married his daughter Kunti to Pandu,
| and then he honored hisson-in-law with
loved Kuru prince who had the chest of |

royal assembly he seemed like a new |

Indra.

The daughter of Kuntibhoja was ra-
diantly beautiful. and her youthful body
was a flawless creation. When she fi-
nally saw Pandu, that best of men, in the

| royal assembly, there was a strong flut-
tering in her heart, her entire body was |
filled with romantic desire, and her |

steady mind was disturbed. Kunti took |

the ceremonial garland and shyly ap-
proached the Kuru king and placed it
on his shoulders, thus accepting him
alone as her beloved husband.

When all the assembled kings heard

| that Kunti had chosen Pandu, they left

BACK TO GODHEAD

27

all kinds of valuable gifts and sent Pandu
and his new wife back to the city of the
Kurus. With fatherly concern for the
royal couple, he also arranged for a
powerful military escort colorfully be-
decked with varieties of official flags
and festoons.

When Pandu reached his own city,
he was met with an equally festive re-
ception. Great sages and qualified
brahmanas escorted him into the ma-
jestic capital city, all the while bless-
ing and praising him with beautiful
hymns. After completing brief formali-
ties, King Pandu saw to it that his wife
Kunti was comfortably settled in their
new home.

Thereafter he journeyed with Deva-
vrata Bhisma to the capital of Madra,
for Madri, the daughter of the Madra
ruler, was renowned throughout the
three worlds as a woman of incompa-
rable beauty. She was acquired, on
Pandu’s behalf, with the payment of a



To uphold the honor of the House of Kuru, Pandu conquers the kings of the
world and brings them under the jurisdiction of his government.

large treasure. Bhisma then arranged
hermarriage with that great soul, Pandu.

Pandu’s Conquest

The wise Pandu was a tiger among
men. Throughout the earth allmen who
saw him were amazed, for he had the
chest of a lion, shoulders like a mighty
clephant, and large, handsome eyes as
fearless as those of an angry bull. Satis-

fied with his marriages, endowed with |
extraordinary strength and daring, |

Pandunow desired to conquer the world,
and he lashed out against the many
enemies of the House of Kuru. Pandu
first marched upon the wicked Dasarnas
and defeated them in battle. Pandu
fought like a lion, for he knew that the
honor of the Kuru dynasty rested on
him. The Kuru army was a colorful sight

with its many bright banners whipping
in the wind.

Pandu next directed this powerful
force of elephants, horses, chariots, and
infantry toward the kingdom of Maga-

dha. King Darva of Magadha was the |

declared enemy of all the world’s kings,
whom he cruelly harassed in many ways.
but Pandu boldly struck him down in
hisroyal palace. [ The kingdom of Maga-
dha had grown wealthy and powerful
by its constant aggression.] Pandu now
carried away the inflated treasury as
well as many fine animals and soldiers.
Next Pandu went to Mithila and de-
feated the Videha army in battle, and
then in direct combat with the fighting
men of Kasi, Suhma, and Pundra, Pan-
du established the glory of the Kurus
by the frightening strength of his own
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| two arms. Young Pandu, with his blaz-
ing volleys of arrows and the shooting
flames of his lances, was like a scorch-
ing fire, and when the kings of men
approached that fire they were burned
to ashes. The kings with their armies
were devastated by Panduand his army;,
and they were brought under Pandu’s
governmentandintegratedinto the cen-
tral tax structure.

When Pandu conquered all the kings
| of the world, the rulers themselves
unanimously agreed that Pandu alone
was a great hero, just like Indra, who
overshadows all other cosmic rulers.
Thus all the leaders of this abundant
earth came before Pandu with their
hands folded in respect, bringing as
tribute to the world’s leader varieties of
jewels, precious pearls, coral, gold, and



silver,and awealth of cows, bulls. horses,
chariots, and elephants. The kings also
delivered asses, camels. buffalo, and
goats andsheep. The great ruler of Hasti-
napura graciously accepted all these
offerings and again set out with his
spirited mounts, touring and englad-
dening the lands of his kingdom, and
finally returning to his capital city,
Hastinapura.

[The people exclaimed:]

“Santanu was a lion among kings,
and steeped in wisdom was the fabled
Bharata. but their glorious victory cry
had perished, but now Pandu has again
raised up that celebrated sound. Those
who stole the royal lands and treasures
of the Kurus are now dutiful subjects

who pay tax to their lord, the lion of

Hastinapura.”

Thus with trusting hearts, jubilant
kings and royal ministers joined the
citizens of town and country in praise of
King Pandu. When Pandu returned to
the capital after conquering the entire
world, all the citizens, along with the
royal family, were overwhelmed with
happiness. Headed by Bhisma they all
hurried out to meet him. Before they
had gone very far, the citizens of Has-
tinapura were thrilled to see that the

earth was crowded with many types of

people who had returned with the vic-
torious Pandu. Bhisma and the other
Kurus could see no end to the fabulous
wealth carried by the victorious army.

bulls, and cows, and there were num-
berless camels and sheep and countless
chariots and wagons.

When Pandu caught sight of Bhis-
ma, who was like his father, he immedi-
ately came forward and offered respect
at his feet. Then Pandu gave great joy
to his mother and duly honored even
the simple citizens of the town and
country.

Pandu had brought the entire world
back into order and had smashed cruel
and wicked kingdoms. His mission ac-
complished, he had now come home.

| Approaching his beloved son, the

Varieties of vehicles were being em- |

ployed simply to carry the jewels and
precious stones. There seemed to be
unlimited herds of elephants, horses,
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mighty Bhisma shed tears of joy.

To the stirring sounds of hundreds
of musical instruments being played
together. and with the deep rumbling
of kettledrums, King Pandu, lifting the



When the simple inhabitants of the forest
saw the heroic Bharata king
with his two wives, wielding his arrows, sword,
and bow, and dressed in his fabulous armor,
they considered him to be a god on earth.

hearts of the citizens, entered the royal
city of Hastinapura.

Vaisampayana said:

With his own hands Pandu had con-
quered great riches, but he did not keep
them for himself. After consulting with
his older brother, Dhrtarastra, Pandu
offered the wealth to Bhisma, Satvavati,
and his own mother, Ambalika, and he
set aside riches for his wise brother
Vidura.

Pandu was generous by nature, and
he fully satisfied his well-wishing friends
with opulent gifts. In that festive atmos-
phere, Bhisma also pleased Satyavati
by presenting her with a gift of beautiful
gems won by Pandu. With great affec-
tion Ambalika embraced her mighty
son Pandu, the best of men, just as
Paulomi embraces Jayanta.

With the vast wealth amassed by
Pandu. Dhrtarastra performed the five
great sacrifices that are ultimately meant
to satisfy the Supreme Lord. At these
powerful events, which were equal to a
hundred horse sacrifices. hundreds and
thousands of precious gifts were offered
to the teachers of mankind and to other
respectable citizens.

Although Panduhad truly conquered
the world. he was nevertheless unin-
terested in a life of leisure and royal
opulence. Taking his wives, Kunti and
Madri, he left his palatial residence.
with its gorgeous beds and couches. and
wenl to the forest. Pandu always liked
to wander through the beautiful forests
and woods. and he would spend most of
his time away from the city engaged in
hunting.

King Pandu especially enjoyed the
delightful foothills and valleys south of
the Himalayan range, and he estab-
lished a dwelling there in a forest of

giant Sala trees. Accompanied by his
charming wives, Kunti and Madri,
Pandu shone in that forest setting like
Indra’s lordly elephant in the midst of
two she-elephants.

Pandu was large and handsome and
a consummate master of weapons.
When the simple inhabitants of the for-
est saw the heroic Bharata king with his
two wives, wielding his arrows. sword,
and bow, and dressed in his fabulous
armor, they considered him to be a god
on earth. Encouraged by Dhrtarastra,
the forest dwellers always brought to
Pandu whatever he needed or desired,
immediately carrying it to him even to
the far ends of the forest.

Meanwhile in the Kuru capital of
Hastinapura, Bhisma heard that King
Devaka had abeautiful young daughter
named Parasavi, who was eligible for
marriage to a royal family. After study-
ing the matter, Bhisma decided that she
was a most desirable bride for a Kuru
prince, and so he arranged to bring her
to the Kuru capital, where he married
her with the great-minded Vidura. In-
deed, her birth was similar to that of
Vidura. Vidura was especially admired
by the Kuru royalty for his wisdom
and kindness. and with his faithful wife
he begot fine sons who shared all the
sublime qualities of their father.

Gandhar Gives Birth
Sri Vaisampayana said:

O king, then Dhrtarastra begot a
hundred sonsin his wife, Gandhari, and
his one hundred and first child was born
from the daughter of a merchant. And
Pandu, to expand his royal lineage,
obtained five sons. all Maharatha war-
riors, through his two wives, Kunti and
Madri. These five sons were all fathered
by the gods themselves.
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King Janamejaya said:

O best of the twice-born. how did a
hundred sons take birth from Gand-
hari? How long did it take to beget
them all, and who was the eldest of the
boys? How was a single child born to
Dhrtarastra from a merchant’s daugh-
ter? And how could Dhrtarastra dis-
regard in that way a wife like Gandhari,
who was always devoted to his happi-
ness, and who ever walked in the path
of righteousness?

How is it that Pandu, though cursed
by a saintly sage, obtained from the
gods five sons who were all Maharatha
warriors? O ascetic whose wealth is
austerity, you know the answers to my
questions, Explain, then, in detail these
events as they actually took place, for |
never grow tired of hearing about my
ancestors.

Sri Vaisam payana said:

Once the great sage Dvaipayana,
known as Vyasa, happened to be
troubled by hunger and fatigue.
Gandhari, the chaste wife of Dhrta-
rastra, met him in that exhausted state
and fully satisfied him with her devoted
service. Vyasa then offered her a boon.
and she chose to have a hundred sons of
the same character as her husband.
Vyasa blessed her as she desired, and in
times he became pregnant by her
husband, Dhrtarastra.

Gandhari carried her pregnancy for
two full years, and still she was childless.
Gradually, grief took hold of her mind.
Hearing that hersister-in-law Kunti had
given birth to a son who was like a little
sun-god, and seeing no progress in her
own pregnancy, Gandhari desperately
thought of what to do. Unable to bear
her frustration. she repeatedly struck
her womb with great effort, causing
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into 101 little
ofathumb. V
0s in the bowls filled wllh clari-
fied butter and arrang or the bowls
be carefully guarded. Vyasa instruc-
ted Gandhari that the pots should be
opened only after a certain amount of
time had elapsed. The arrangement
thus completed. the great soul V
1 returned to the mighty Himala
ntains to continue his austerities.
Gandhari carefully followed the
instructions of the great sage and
ntually her first child, known as
odhana, took birth. Although
Duryodhana was the first son born to
Gandhariand Dhrtarastra, Pand
Yudhisthira was clearly hi
being by birth the eldest Kuru prince.
,the moment hisson wasborn,
stra called for many learned

embr
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brahmanas, along with Bhisma and
Vidura, and said to them, “Let me first
acknowledge that among the Kuru
princes, Yudhisthira, the son of Pandu,
is the eldest, and I am certain that he
will bring nothing but fortune to our
family. By his own excellent qualities
he has earned the right to rule our
kingdom, and we cannot speak even a

word against him. But will my son |

Duryodhana, who was born immedi-
ately after Yudhisthira, also become a
worthy king? All of you, tell me truly
and precisely what the future is for my
son.”

No sooner had Dhrtarastra finished
speaking, when evil omens appeared in
all directions. Jackals and other scav-
enging beasts began howling, and ob-
serving such fearful signs everywhere,
the brahmanas, along with the wise
Vidura, said to Dhrtarastra, “O king, it
is manifest from the signs that this son
of yours will destroy the entire dynasty!
If you want any peace for your family,
we urge you to reject this child. If you
raise him as your son, you will commit a
grievous mistake. O king, be satisfied
with ninety-nine sons. Sacrifice one to
save the world and to protect your own
family. One relative may be rejected
to save the family, and one family may
be given up to save a village. A single
village may be sacrificed to save the
state, and the whole world should be
renounced to save one’s soul.”

Evenwhen thus addressed by Vidura
and all the learned brahmanas. Dhrta-
rastra was unable follow their advice,
bewildered as he was by affection for
his infant son. And in the following
month, all of Dhrtarastra’s hundred sons
were born. as well as a single daughter,
his hundred-and-first child.

During the time that Gandhari had
been suffering and incapacitated with
the burden of her large and prolonged

pregnancy, a merchant’s daughter had |

taken care of the mighty-armed Dhrta-
rastra, who wasblind and alwaysneeded
a nurse. After serving the king for one
year, the woman gave birth to his child,
the famous and wise Yuyutsu, also
named Karana because of his mixed
birth by a royal father and a mother of
a vaisya, or mercantile, family.

Thus the learned Dhrtarastra begot
a hundred warrior sons in the royal line
along with a single lovely daughter

named Duhsala [and an additional son |
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begotten in a vaisya maiden]. Each of
these hundred sons would become
masters of chariot fighting, able to
fight alone with thousands of enemy
Warriors.

Janamejaya said:

You have told us how by the mercy
of saintly Vyasa, Dhrtarastra had a
hundred sons. You have alsomentioned
that Dhrtarastra begot a son named
Yuyutsu with a nurse born of the mer-
chant community. But you have not ex-
plained about Dhrtarastra’s daughter.

It is well known, O sinless one, that
Gandhari was blessed by Vyasadeva,
the seer of measureless might, to have a
hundred sons. Now, my lord, please
describe how that single daughter was
born. If saintly Vyasa divided the lump
of flesh into one hundred parts, and
Gandhari had no other children after
that. how was her daughter Duhsala
born? Please tell me what happened. O
learned sage, [ am extremely curious to
hear about this.

Vaisampayana said:

Deardescendant of Pandu, you have
raised a very good question, and [ shall
answer you.

The great ascetic Vyasa had sprinkled
cold water on the lump of flesh. thus
dividing it into different living parts. As
eachnew embryoappeared, Gandhari’s
nurse placed them one by one into bowls
filled with clarified butter. As this con-
tinued the pious Gandhari, always firm
in herreligious vows, began to meditate
onwhatit would be like to have adaugh-
ter. That lovely woman had been blessed
to have a hundred sons, but now within
her mind she felt a mother’s natural
affection for a daughter. The more she
thought about it, the more her desire
orew.

“Undoubtedly,” she thought, “the
holy sage will fulfill his promise and I

| will have a hundred sons, but if I could
| have just one daughter, I would feel the

greatest satisfaction. Just one little
daughter, younger than all her one hun-
dred brothers, would be so nice. Then
my husband could enjoy the pious re-
wards given to those whose daughters
beget good sons.

“Women cherish a special love for a
son-in-law. I have been blessed with
one hundred sons, but if I just had one
daughter (whom I'd marry with a fine



son-in-law). then, surrounded by my
sons and my daughter’s sons, I would
certainly fulfill all my duties in life.

[Gandhari’'s mind was fixed in her
desire to have a daughter, and she of-
fered this prayer to God:]

“If I have been truthful in life, if I
have performed austerities, given char-
ity, or ignited the fire of sacrifice. if ever
I have pleased my respectable superi-
ors, then may I please have a daughter.”

Just as Gandhari was praying in that
way, the illustrious sage Dvaipayana
Vyasa finished dividing the lump of
flesh, counting the pieces to make sure
there were a hundred. He then ad-
dressed Gandhari, the daughter of King
Subala: “Dear lady,” he said, “There
are a full hundred sons here and so I
did not make you a false promise. But
somehow by the arrangement of provi-
dence there is one extra part, in addi-
tion to the hundred, and it shall become
the daughter you so much desire, O
fortunate woman.”

SR

Pandu aims his deadly arrow at a sage and his wife disguised as deer.

Vaisampayana said:

The grand ascetic Vyasa then had
one more pot full of clarified butter
brought to that place, and he placed
within it the embryo that was Gan-
dhart’s daughter. And so, dear Bharata
king, [ have now explained to you how
Gandhari gave birth to a single daugh-
ter named Duhsala. Now tell me, sin-
less king, what else shall I narrate to
you?

Pandu’s Deadly Mistake
King Janamejaya said:

O master of Vedic knowledge, you
have told how, by the arrangement of
the sage Vyasadeva, the human sons of
Dhrtarastra took birth in a nonhuman
and extraordinary way. And [ have heard
you systematically recite their names,
O brahmana. Now please describe the
sons of Pandu, who were great souls. as
mighty as the king of the gods, for as
mentioned by you, the gods incarnated
in this world by investing their own
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potency in the sons of Pandu. There-
fore, I want to hear all about their birth,
for their deeds were superhuman. O
narrate it, Vaisampayana!

Sri Vaisampa yana said:

While living in the woodlands, King
Pandu once entered a vast forested area
that teemed with wild and dangerous
beasts. There he saw a large male deer
about to mate with his doe, and with five
quick, deadly arrows of golden shafts
and handsome plumes, Pandu pierced
both the deer and his female compan-
ion. The deer was actually a sage’s son
who had grown  powerful
by practice of severe austerities. Just
as that young and mighty ascetic was
having intercourse with his wife, who
had taken the shape of a lovely doe, he
was struck down by Pandu’s arrows.
Giving out a human shriek, he fell to
the ground in shock and anguish, and
realizing what had happened, he cried
out to the king.




“Hear my words, Pandu! I declare that one da
¥ W
when you are helplessly driven by desire, the act of begetting
will most surely bring your life to an end!”

The deer said:

Even the most sinful men filled with
lust and anger and lacking all reason
and sanity would never act as cruelly as
you have! Your judgment is not above
the law! It is the law that is above you!
Wisdom does not agree to purposes
forbidden by law and providence. You
took birth in a leading family, a family
that has always been devoted to relig-
ious principles. How could you be so
overwhelmed by desire and greed that
vour mind could deviate so far from
those principles?

Pandu said:

[t is the function of kings to person-
ally kill enemies in battle. and kings are
also authorized to hunt wild animals. O
deer, yvou should not wrongly condemn
me. Kings are allowed to kill deer when
they doso without concealment or trick-
ery. You know this to be the law, so why
do you condemn me?

The great sage Agastya,* while seat-
ed in sacrifice, went to the deep forest
and hunted for deer, which he then con-
secrated and offered to all the appropri-
atedeities. If youwish toblame someone
for my act, then it is Agastya’s fault that
you are being offered in sacrifice to
God.

The deer replied:

Although you cite the example of
Agastya, kings traditionally do not shoot
their arrows at enemies who are caught
in a moment of weakness. There are
very specific times at which one is
allowed to kill one’s enemies.

Pandu said:
But kings slay deer whether they are

“ Agastya was a great soul who would never
harm another living being. He knew that
by Vedic sacrifice even an ordinary animal
1s quickly elevated and ultimately achieves
liberation.

alert or not, wherever they find them,
using their sharp arrows and strength.
Therefore, why do you condemn me?

The deer said:
I do not condemn you for my own
sake simply because you were hunting

deer. But you should have waited while

[ begot a child in my beloved wife. You
did not have to be so cruel. All God’s
creatures desire to beget children. for
the begetting of life is a blessing for all.
What truly wise man would slay a deer
who was in the very act of begetting a
child? We wanted to beget a religious
child. That was the goal of our life. and
now you have ruined everything.

You took birth in the great Kuru
dynasty. The wise Kuru kings never
caused suffering or harm to an innocent
person. Therefore youhave done some-
thing that does not befit vou. You have
committed the cruelest of all acts, some-
thing the whole world condemns. What
you have done will not lead you to
heaven, nor will it spread your good
fame. for it is a most irreligious deed. O
ruler of the Bharatas.

O Pandu, you know quite well about
affairs with women, and you have
learned the truth and meaning of the
law [rom our scriptures. O Pandu, vou
who shine like a god should never have
committed such an unholy act! Indeed
it is you who are meant to subdue the
perpetrators of cruelty, the sinful men
who care nothing for civilized life, who
seek money and pleasure without re-
gard for the rights or happiness of oth-
ers. What have you done? O best of
kings,youhave struck me down.asimple
sage who offended no one. who asked
nothing from others. I lived in this for-
est eating roots and wild fruit, always
peaceful and kind to all creatures.

Hearmy words, Pandu! Because you
have cruelly slain us, a married couple
joined in the act of begetting. I declare
that one day when you are helplessly
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driven by desire, the act of begetting
will most surely bring your life to an
end!

I am Kindama, a sage of unrivaled
austerities. Feeling embarrassed among
human beings, I took the form of a stag
and wandered with the deer in the deep
woods, engaging inconjugal affairs with
my wife, who took the form of a doe.
You will not incur the sin of killing a
brahmana, for you did not understand
my identity. Nevertheless, you slayed
me when [ was lost in conjugal desire.
You fool! For that sin you must suffer.
Indeed. you will suffer the very same
fate, for when you go to lie with yvour
dear one, enchanted by desire, in that
very situation you will go to the world
of the departed! And the lover with
whom you lay in your final moment will
follow you with great devotion as you
fall into the hands of the lord of death,
whom all creatures must obey. O wisest
of men, as I was hurled into distress,
even as [ was experiencing such happi-
ness, so will you, at a time of happiness,
come to a painful end,

Vaisampavana said:

Having spoken thus, the griefstricken
ascetic lost his life, and in that instant
Pandu fell into utter despair. o

Hridayananda Dasa Goswami led the
team of devotee-scholars who completed
the translation and commentary of
Srimad-Bhagavatam begun by His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. Fluent in several
languages, Hridayananda Dasa Go-
swami has extensively taught Krsna con-
sciousness in India, Europe, the United
States, and Latin America. He is a mem-
ber of the Governing Body Commis-
sion, the ultimate managing authoriry
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. He is now doing gradu-
ate work in Sanskrit and Indian Studies
at Harvard University.



COMING TO KRSNA

Shelter Beyond Duality

“Life was tough from the start . . . a slap on the backside.
But at age four came my first hard taste of reality.”

by Indradyumna Swami

HIS IS THE STORY of my life.
Or better yet, the story of two
lives: the one my spiritual master
saved me from, and the one he gave me.
Both concern the same person. but one

life was temporary. ignorant, and full of

suffering. and the other is eternal and
full of knowledge and bliss. This is the

story of the miracle. for me at least, of
how I was delivered from the ocean of

material life.

You could say my story begins with-
in the womb. But I know it goes back
many lifetimes, to a past too distant for
me to know or understand. If cameras
had existed that long ago. I imagine
we'd see on these pages photos of kings

and paupers, animals and men, the
famous and the infamous—all dying
and then being born again. But this
chapter of my story begins, like all life
stories, from the day I was delivered
anew. with a mother and father. sisters
and brothers. cousins and nephews.
Life was tough from the start . . . a
slap on the backside. But at age four
came my first hard taste of reality: [
contracted spinal meningitis. The doc-
torswere experimenting with new drugs,
but none of them had proved reliable.
I remember seeing my mother cry when
they told her what I had. All I knew
was a raging fever and lonely months
in the hospital ward as doctors des-
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perately tried to save my life. [ remem-
ber once hearing nurses whispering
about my inevitable death. Anxious for
shelter, I wondered, “Where is my
mother now?”

But after some months the medi-
cines proved effective. I left the hospi-
tal a little wiser. I was only four, but I
knew more what to expect. Life wasn’t
going to be all what the storybooks
said.

When I was six. Old Yellar died. He
was the neighborhood hound. the best
friend of all the boys on the block, our
constant companion until the day he
crossed the road a little late. The car
that hit him didn’t even stop. Some of



the boysran afterit throwing rocks. The
rest of us cried at Old Yellar's side as we
watched his life ebb away. We pleaded
to Mr. Franklin, who came by in his ice
cream truck, to save Old Yellar. He just
stood motionless, because it was too
late. Again a distant thought came into
my mind: “Who can we turn to for
help?”

As I grew. I mostly learned how to
survive. School seemed irrelevant. [ be-
came disillusioned quickly, my mind
pondering the dualities of birth and
death, happiness and distress. Nothing
would last. That I had seen—not the
shelter of the womb, Old Yellar, or for
that matter even me.

I began to see that others were also

| perplexed and suffering. Not only

people, but animals as well.

But not everyone was sympathetic
to how I looked at things. At twelve
years old in school we were asked to
draw what we’d like to see on the table
at the upcoming Thanksgiving Feast.
I drew vegetables, no turkey or meat.
My classmates saw it as hilarious; my
teachers thought it odd. And the day I
refused to eat meat my father figured
I was downright impolite, and he sent
me Lo bed without supper. As I lay in
bed. I thought how hard life is, even if
you try to do things right.

Atsixteen I made the break. “Maybe
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itisn’t like this everywhere,” I thought.
Perhaps somewhere else I could find a
really satisfying life. Sometimes 1'd felt
I'd come close, especially when my
friends and I surfed the waves at Stinson
Beach, near San Francisco. Out there,
we were free and moving.

With great hope and expectations
we packed our gear that summer and
headed south. Perhaps in Mexico we'd
find the perfect wave. But even as we
left. my friends chided me when I said,
“But it won't last forever.”

At San Blas we were thrilled when
we caught waves that gave rides a mile
long. But the real challenge was around
the point, at Rodger’s Bay. There the



One day I approached my authorities and refused to fight.
The next several days in jail gave me time to think.
“It’s easy to kill but so hard to know what to live for.”

waves broke in perfect formation. The
curl was flawless—you could shoot the
tube! It seemed perfect. But there was
one problem—the waves broke onto a
coral reef.

[ don't really know what impelled
me to paddle toward the reef that day.
Some boyschallenged me:others plead-
ed with me not to go. Perhaps I was
desperate.

I caught the wave with ease. [t was
big, beautiful, and long. I quickly turned
left, crouched, and suddenly found
myselfracinginto the tube. [ was thrilled,
_exhilarated—this was it! But in my ex-
citement [ lost my concentration and
slipped . . . right into the deadly reef.

I remember screaming for help as
the coral tore into my skin. But in the
back of my mind I thought again, “Who
can help me now?”

Irolled and tumbled across the rocks
and landed close to the beach. Some vil-
lagers came and pulled me out. I was
fortunate; except for a large gash on my
left leg, I had mostly minor cuts and
bruises. But my surfboard was finished,
and so was my search for the perfect
wave.

Back in the States, I reflected that if
I couldn’t save myself, maybe I could
save others. So [ enlisted in the Marine
Corps. America’s top fighting unit. My
country was fighting in Vietnam to stop
the spread of communism. I thought if
we could win in Vietnam, perhaps we
could bring peace and happiness to the
world.

It’s been said that we can see heaven
and hell evenin this life. That year [ saw

hell as I went through the ordeal of

becoming a killer. But often as we’d fix
our bayonets for a practice duel my
mind would object, “You don’t really
believe in the war, do you? Be honest
with yourself—you’re only here for
name and fame. And you might well
lose your life for it.”

One day lapproached my authorities

and refused to fight.The next several
days in jail gave me time to think. “It’s
easy to kill but so hard to know what to
live for.”

By the time I received my discharge
papers, [ didn't know whether to go left
or right. I wandered in desperation,
thinking how each time I made a stepin
life I met with frustration and despair.
One day in the privacy of my room, I
called out to God. "My Lord, I'm in a
world of distress! If You're really there,
please give me shelter.”

The next afternoon [ wandered into
a museum, intent on forgetting myself
by browsing through antiquities. An
exhibit on India’s culture and traditions
caught my eye. As I surveyed the paint-
ings and artifacts, my eyes fell upon the
most beautiful painting, marked “Krsna
and His Milkmaids.” The scene capti-
vated my attention, and I moved closer
to read the text that went with it:

“This scene depicts heaven, where
God enjoys eternal life.”

“Yes,” I thought, “that’s what I'm
looking for—eternallife,a place beyond
the dualities of the world. But could it

be like this? Who is Krsna, and what is |

a ‘milkmaid” anyway?”

1 looked around for someone to
explain the painting in more depth. But
a guard announced that the museum
was about to close. Disappointed, I
walked out the main entrance and came
upon a most amazing sight. Seated on

| the lawn before me were orange-robed

monks with large staffs in their hands.

| They were speaking intently to a crowd

around them.

[ inched forward to hear better and
was stunned when the tallest monk told
the crowd about Kysna and the spiritual
world. I learned later that what he was
speaking is found in the ancient Vedic
scripture Brahma-sarhita:

Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. He lives foreverin the spiri-
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tual world, beyond the dualities of
material life. His transcendental land
ol Vrndavanais populated by goddes-
ses of fortune, who appear as milk-
maids and who love Krsna beyond
anything else. The trees there fulfill
all desires, and the waters of immor-
tality low through land made of wish-
fulfilling stone. There all speech is
song, all walking is dancing, and the
fluteis the Lord’s constant companion.
Cows flood the land with abundant
milk, and everything is luminous like
the sun. Since everymoment in Vrnda-
vana is spent in loving Krsna, there is
no past or future.

“That’s it!” I yelled out.
Surprised, the monk turned toward

| me. “That’s what?" he asked.

“That’s what I'm looking for!™ I

| replied. “I prayed last night. Then [ saw

the painting in the museum . .. and now

| I've found you!™

“He’s probably on LSD,” remarked
a woman to my left.
[ composed myself, a bitembarrassed

that the entire crowd was staring at me.

But I was determined. Never before
had I heard such knowledge, and so
concisely explained. I introduced myself
to the monk.

“I'm Visnujana Swami,” he said, “and
we've come to take you home.”

And so it began—this new life, my
life as a devotee of Krsna—way back in
1971. 1f I could show you all that’s hap-
penedsince then, you'd see many photos
on this page—of singing the holy names
and dancing, of feasts and illuminating
discourses Loo numerous to mention or
explain. Let it suffice to say that on that

| day I started home again, beyond the

dualities of birth and death, tothe shelter
of the eternal realm. 3

Indradyumna Swami travels around the
world spreading Krsna consciousness.
He’'s based at the ISKCON temple in
Durban, South Africa.



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

REAL ADVANCEMENT OF CIVILIZATION

This conversation between Srila Prabhu- The zamindar asked, “How are you | have got a car, I have to go fifty miles
pada and some American disciples took = satisfied?” from my home.” This is illusion. You
place in Surat, India, on December 21, The brahmana said, “Oh, my stu- | are thinking, “Iam advanced. I am hap-
1970, dents bring some rice, so my wife boils | py. I have got this car.” This is illusion.

that. And I have got this tamarind tree. Yes, [mydisciple] Gaurasundara was

Srila Prabhupada: In your country there = I take some leaves and prepare some | going to work [to maintain a temple
is a welfare department. The expendi- | juice out of it. That is sufficient.” You | in Hawaii],and he was driving fifty miles
ture is increasing. have perhaps heard of Canakya Pan- | to Honolulu. The poor fellow had to
Disciple: Yes. dita. He was the greatest politician. He | rise early in the morning, and he had to
Srila Prabhupada: That means the so- = was prime minister of India. But he | hurry greatly. Therefore I advised,
cial structure is very bad. Otherwise, =was living in a cottage and just giv- | “Gaurasundara, better you give up this
the natural procedure is that everyone | inginstructions. So that is India’s Vedic | job. Just depend on Krsna.” So he has

should be self-independent. . . . civilization. Everyone is satisfied, self- = given it up.

Disciple: But what can the state do? = sufficient. . What is this? Going fifty miles by
Should the state just leave the people And now, in your country, to work = motorcycle or motor car—how tedious
alone? you have to go to an office fifty miles | it is. But still they are satisfied: “We are

Srila Prabhupada: No. The state should = away. And because you have to take = advanced.” And because they have
make the citizens so nicely developedin | this trouble, Krsna has provided you = many cars, there is always that [imitates
their Krsna consciousness that they will | with cars. You are thinking, “I am ad- = a traffic noise| wherever I go.
be self-dependent, self-satisfied. Thatis = vanced.” You don't think, “Although I = Disciple: And more problems come
the ideal of civilization. after that.
Disciple: But America is very far from Srila Prabhupada: Wherever you go—
that. [makes a traffic noise again]. Up in
Srila Prabhupada: Therefore it is not the sky [makes an airplane noise|. And
advanced, although they are very proud then digging [makes a jackhammer
of their advancement. This is not a sign | noise]. Isit notso? Don’t you feel both-
of advancement. . . . eration? But they are thinking, “Amer-
Not very long ago, say about two ' ica is very much advanced in mach-
hundred years, there wasabigzamindar ines.” And when that garbage truck
[landholder]. He was known as kingin comes . . . [makes appropriate noise].
Krishnanagar. He was very charitably So many sounds are going on, always.
disposed, so he went to a brahmana— Of course, you have got very nice cities,
a greatly learned scholar— nice roads everywhere. But you have
and asked him, “Can I help created so many troubles. In the news

you in any way?” And ‘ there was the story of a lady who be-
the brahmana re- oy came a patient. She became mad from
plied, “No, I _ all these sounds. And I think they are

don’t require
vourhelp.lam
quite sat-

thinking very seriously how to stop all
" o these sounds. Is that so?
Disciple: Especially the airplanes.
» " 4 + They make such a tremendous
sound that they break windows.
Srila Prabhupada: 1 am stay-

ing with Sambhu in Bombay.
1. Whenanairplane comesover
' }i the top of the house, it isjust

A\ like a thunderbolt. . .-.

So this is called illu-
sion. We are creating a
civilization which is

very painful, but we
4 \ are thinking that we
3 are advanced. This
: (turn to page 58)

\



BOOK DISTRIBUTION

ONE BOOK
IN BENGALI

by Maha-Visnu Swami
photos by Visakha Devi Dasi

This past February during ISKCON's
annual walking pilgrimage in Nava-
dvipa, West Bengal, a BTG photogra-
phersnappedaspecial encounter. Maha-
Visnu Swami, the ISKCON devotee in
the pictures, tells the story.

LMOST A THOUSAND devotees
were walking together that
morning—junior and senior,

men and women, young and old.

We came to the place known as
“Naimisaranya,” where it is said that
the Srimad-Bhagavatam was first spo-
ken. In previous years we had never
visited there and so I was excited. 1

knew that if we performed sacrifice at
that very place, it could curtail the
strength of Kali-yuga. the present Age
of Quarrel, and its demonic forces, es-
peciallyin my own heart. [ needed some
mercy. and this was the chance.

The place was a treeless, deserted,

| open common land with no nearby

houses. I was told that only a few poor
refugee homesteaders were trying to
subsist here. In the morning sun it was

beautiful, with a wide open sky. Whilst |

the devotees came together and the
significance of the place was being told,
[ began to feel, by Srila Prabhupada’s
mercy, that it was up to me to distribute
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at least one book in Bengali, although
nobody was there. [ knew that the devo-
tees would have a big chanting session
and then move on, so [ only had a short
time.

So I started to search for local peo-
ple. One or two children stood gawk-
ing at the chanters, and a few older
village women were collecting grass
nearby. They had no money and they
couldn’t read. I could only speak a few
Bengali phrases anyway. [ was hop-
ing and praying to Lord Caitanya and
Prabhupada, “Please let me find some-
one in time.”

Then I saw one elderly farmer, wear-




ing a white cloth and carrying a sickle
in his hand. 1 approached him smiling,
holding out the Bengali Back to God-
head, *Bhagavat Darshan.” “Ekranin!™
(Please take one!) But he staunchly
resisted, his face unresponsive to my
smiles and gestures. Maybe he was sus-
picious of a foreign “sadhu"” confront-
ing him near his own village. But [ knew
that Krsna was in his heart, and I was
desperate because there were no other
people. So I offered my obeisances to
his feet and prayed to Krsna that the
man would at least take hold of the
magazine. When I stood up and offered
him the magazine again, he looked

changed. and he took it in an obliged
manner. Then [ had to ask him for two
rupees. “Dui takka den!” | said. show-
ing two fingers and smiling. [ was hop-
ing and praying he would have some-
thing hidden away.

By this time a small group of people
were watching. [ was aware that this was
a dramatic and significant event. The
man’s face cracked into a smile of de-
feat. and he started looking for the few
coins he had. He found the coins and
gave them to me. Then with great re-
spect he bowed down to me and paid his
obeisances! I was wearing a garland. so
I naturally responded by giving it to
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him. I could see now that he was actu-
ally a devotee and this had been a kind
of test for me.

I felt fortunate to have been able
to perform this sankirtana-yajia, the
sacrifice of book distribution, at that
special place and time. This was all the
mercy of Srila Prabhupada and the
devotees, whose chanting was filling the
atmosphere. &3

Maha-Visnu Swami, from England,
helps lead the Hare Krsna movement
in Nepal and in the Indian state of
Bihar. Visakha Devi Dasi is a regular
contributor to BTG.



TREATISE (continued from page 23)
Visnu, by offering prayers to Tulasi
Devi, and by similar acts, which are
themselves devotional service. For one
on the path of bhakti, there is no sepa-
rate method of atonement.

Diksa, spiritual initiation. removes
all sins in a disciple. A wealthy house-
holder must engage in Deity worship

for his spiritual progress. If unable to
do so he should witness another’s
worship, or he may worship in the
mind.

As in the other Sandarbhas, in this
Sandarbha we find many more enlight-
ening details given by the mercy of Srila
Jiva Gosvami, the learned acarya and
protector of the path of unalloyed de-

votion. In a synopsis such as this we
cannot gointo all these details. We have
given some highlights to enliven those
on the spiritual path. We pray that our
humble attempt may be successful. €

Kundali Dasaand Satva Naravana Dasa
are living in Vindavana, India, working
on a translation of the Sat Sandarbha.

GURU (continued from page 8)
His qualities, His form, His pastimes.
So hearing and chanting of the qualities
or form or name of the Supreme, of the
Absolute. means associating with the
Supreme. That is direct transcendental
association. As we go on associating
with Krsna, He helps us understand
Him.

In the Srmmd—B;’n’:gmmr.'m we find
this verse:

srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah
punyva-sravana-kirtanah

hrdy antah stho hy abhadrani
vidhunoti suhrt satam

Krsnaissitting within your heart. He
is acting as your spiritual master, cairva-
guru. Hearing krsna-katha, topics about
Krsna, is punya-sravana-kirtanah: even
if youdo not understand, it will increase
your virtue. By so many years of asso-

Advertisement

ciation with matter, we have accumu-
lated many dirty things within our heart.
By hearing about Krsna, the heart gradu-
ally becomes cleansed.

Sr1 Krsna is the friend of everyone,
but He’s a special friend to the devo-
tee. That you will find in the Bhagavad-
gita. Samo “ham sarva-bhiitesu na me
dvesyo sti na privah: *1 am the friend
of everyone. Actually, no one is My
enemy and nooneis My friend, because
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Kirsna is the first spiritual master,
and when we become more interested
we have to go to a physical spiritual master.
That is enjoined in today’s verse.

[ am equal to everyone.” Sama means
“equal.” Ye bhajanti tu mam bhaktyd
mayi te tesu: “But I give special atten-
tion to a person devoted to Me and
engaged in My devotional service.”
Therefore one of Krsna's names is su-
hrt satam. Suhrt means “friend.” And
satam means “those who are trying for
eternal life.”

In the material world we don’t get
anything eternal; everything is tem-
porary. Therefore the material world
is called asar. The Vedic injunction is
asato ma sad gamah: *Don’t remain in
the temporary world. Try to go to the
eternal world.” Tamasimajvotir gamah:
“Don’t remain in darkness. Go to the
kingdom of light.” These are Vedic
injunctions.

Krsnaiswithin our heart. Therefore.
as soon as we become a little inclined
toward Krsna, from within our heart He
gives us favorable instruction so that we
can gradually progress. Krsnais the first
spiritual master, and when we become
more interested we have to go to a
physical spiritual master. That is en-
joined in today’s verse. Krsna advises,
“If you want to know the transcenden-
tal science, just try to approach some-
one who knows it.”

Krsna mentions pranipatena, pari-
prasnena, and sevaya. Pranipata means
surrender. You must select a person to
whom you can surrender yourself. No
one likes to surrender to anyone. We
are puffed up with whatever knowledge
we have—*“Oh, who can give me knowl-
edge?” There is regular propaganda
that for spiritual realization there is
no need of a spiritual master. But the
Vedic literature—Bhagavad-gita, the
Bhagavatam, the Upanisads—does not
say that. It says that there is need of a
spiritual master.

Take. for example, the Upanisads.
In the Vedic Upanisads it is said, tad-

vijaanartham sa gurum evabhigacchet
... Srotrivam brahma-nistham: “1f you
want to learn the transcendental sub-
ject, you must approach a guru.”

In the material world also. if I want
to learn music I have to find a musician.
Without having the association of a
musician, no one can learn music.

Suppose you want to become an en-
gineer. You have to enroll yourself in
an engineering or technical college and
learn there. And no one can become a
medical practitioner simply by purchas-
ing books from the market and read-
ing at home. That is not possible. You
have to admit yourself into a medical
college and undergo training and prac-
tical examination. Similarly, if you want
to learn the Bhagavad-gita or any tran-
scendental subject matter, you have to
do it as instructed here by Lord Krsna
Himself. He is the speaker of the Gita,
and He says, tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevayd: “You must go to

| rendered unto Krsna. Sisvas te "ham

sadhi mam tvam prapannam: 1 am a
disciple surrendered unto You. Please

tell me what is my duty.”

Thatis the process. Here also, Krsna

| advises, “Ifyouwant tolearn Bhagavad-

glta, you have to go to a person to whom
vou can surrender.” And not blindly
surrender. You must be able to inquire.
The next qualification is pariprasna, in-
quiry. Without inquiry, you cannot ad-
vance. A student in school who inquires
from the teacher is intelligent. Even a
childisintelligent when he inquires from
his father, “Oh, father, what is this?
What is this?”

Inquiry is required. One should not
think, “Oh, I have found a good spiri-
tual master. He’s learned. All right, 1
have surrendered. Now my business is
finished.” No, thatis not right. Youmay

| have a very good spiritual master, but if

4 person to whom you can surrender |

yourself.”

That means you have to determine,
*Who is the real person who can give
me instruction on the Bhagavad-gita?”
You must not search for someone
whimsically. You have to seriously
search for a person who is actually in
knowledge. Otherwise, why surrender?
There would be no need to surrender.
But here it is said clearly, *You have to
surrender to a person.” That means you
have to find a person to whom you can
voluntarily surrender. Without find-
ing that person, your mission will not

| be fulfilled.

In the beginning, Arjuna was talking
with Krsna as a friend. Krsna was say-
ing, “Oh, you are a ksatriya, a military
man. How can you give up fighting?”
They were having friendly talks. But
when Arjuna realized, “Our friendly
talks will not make a solution,” he sur-
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you have no power to inquire from him,
you cannot progress.
How should you inquire? Without

| challenge. You should not think, “Oh, I

shall see what kind of spiritual master
he is. Let me challenge him and put
some irrelevant questions and talk non-
sensically.” That will not help you. In-
quire on the point. Pariprasna means

inquiry on the point, and that inquiry

| should be sevaya, with service. One

should not think, “I have inquired so
many things from such and such per-
son, and I have not rendered any pay-
ment or any service, so [ have gained.”
No. Without service your inquiry will
be futile.

So three things are mentioned in
this verse: pranipata, pariprasna, and
seva. Pranipata (surrender) implies that
you must at least have the qualifica-
tion to find a person who is actually
fit to give you real instruction. That
remains on you. Suppose you have to
purchase some gold or jewels. If you



The subject matter of Krsna
is not so easy to understand. It is very difficult.
But one can understand it easily by
the process prescribed in the Bhagavad-gita.

do not know where to purchase—if
you go to a grocery shop to purchase a
jewel—then you'll be cheated.

If you go to a grocer and ask, “Can
you sell me a diamond?™ he will under-
stand, “Here is a fool. Let me sell him
something else for a diamond.” He can
charge anything.

When you come home, your rela-
tives will ask. “What have youbrought?”

*“This is a diamond. I bought it at the
grocery shop.”

Trying to find a spiritual master in
that way will not do. You have to be-
come a little intelligent, because with-
out being intelligent no one can make
any spiritual progress. The Vedanta-

the supreme subject matter, Brahman.
Thatrequires aqualification. That quali-
fication is explained by the word atha.
Atha refers to those who have become
experienced of the miserable life of
the material world. They can inquire
about the Absolute Truth, about spiri-
tual life. 3

Similarly, the Srimad-Bhagavatam
suh Sreya uttamam. Uttamam means
udgata-tamam: transcendental. Tama
means darkness. Anything of this ma-
terial world is in darkness because this
material worldis dark. The whole world,
the whole universe, is dark. Therefore
we need sunlight, moonlight, elec-
tricity. Uttamam means transcendental
subjects, which are beyond the dark-
ness. In the spiritual world there is no
darkness.

If anyone wants to inquire about the
spiritual world, he has to find a spiritual
master. Otherwise. there is no need for
a spiritual master. Suppose [ want a
spiritual master or [ want to study

Bhagavad-gira or Vedanta-stitra so that
I may make some material improve-
ment. That is not required. For material
improvement you can work just as so
many people are working—in industry
or something like that. That is pre-
scribed. But if you are at all interested
in the subject of Brahman, the spiritual
subject, vou require a spiritual master.
That is clearly stated: rasmad gururi
prapadyeta. Tasmad means “therefore.”
“Therefore one has to surrender unto
the spiritual master.” Who has to sur-

Hlam, very much cager to understand

the transcendental subject matter.
You'll find the same instruction in
any Vedic literature. For example, to-
day’sverse from the Bhagavad-gitasays,
jRaninas tattva-darsinah. Jiant means a
man in perfect knowledge. Perfect
knowledge means one has perfect vi-
sion—not theoretical, but actual vision
of the spiritual subject matter. Tartva
means the Absolute Truth. You’ll find
in the Gira that Krsna is the supreme
tartva, the supreme Absolute Truth.
Krsna says, manusyanam sahas-resu
kascid yatati siddhaye: *Out of many,
many thousands of people, a few may
try to get spiritual salvation.” Not ev-
eryone isexpected to hanker after spiri-
tual salvation. To qualify for that
hankering takes many, many years. Out
of many. many thousands of people,
one is anxious for spiritual realization.
Andout of many perfected spiritualists.
someone may know Krsna. So the sub-
ject matter of Krsna is not so easy to
understand. It is very difficult. But one
can understand it easily by the process
prescribed in the Bhagavad-gita:

bhaktya mam abhijanati
yvavan yas casmi tattvatah
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tato mam tattvato jiatva
visate tad-anantaram

If you accept bhakti, devotional ser-
vice, you can understand the difficult
subject matter of Krsna very easily.
Abhijanati means you can understand
perfectly. Tattvatah means the Abso-
lute Truth as it is. You can understand
that. Tato mam tattvato jnatva: after
understanding the science of Krsna per-
fectly, one becomes eligible to enter
the spiritual kingdom.

Now.if after many, many births, when
I am perfect in knowledge, 1 have to
surrender to Krsna, why not surrender
to Him at once? Why should [ wait for
many, many births? That is the intelli-
gent proposal. If surrender to Krsna is
the end of perfection, why not accept
that perfection immediately?

But people are doubtful. Someone
asked me, “How long will it take to
be perfect in Krsna consciousness?” |
replied that Krsna consciousness can
be had in one second, or it may not
be had in thousands of births and
deaths.

But if we understand that after
attaining full knowledge I have to ulti-
mately surrender to Krsna—and that
I become a great soul by doing that—
why not surrender to Krsna at once?
Why not become a great soul at once?

But we are not prepared to imme-
diately accept Krsna as the Supreme.
We have many doubts. Therefore, to
drive away allour doubts, the Bhagavad-
gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam are there.
It we scrutinizingly study these two
books. we can understand the science
of Krsna very nicely, and our pro-
gress in Krsna consciousness will be
definite.

Thank you very much.



- SENIOR
BLACK LEADER
ENDORSES
HARE KRSNA

EFORE COMING TO
Krsna consciousness,
I had a mentor for
whom [ still maintain great
respect and loving affection.
Although no one has done
for the world what Srila
Prabhupada has, what Queen
Mother Audley Moore has
accomplished in her life-
time awes me. Sh(_‘, was born
in 1898, in a small Louisiana
town called New Iberia. Last
July, Queen Mother Moore
turned 95.
By an odd chance, she and
I met in a Goodwill thrift
shop. Since the store served
as a warehouse, it was the
size of a football field. I was
darting through the aisles on
a mission to seek and horde
all I could find. She. mean-
while, was scrutinizing an
oriental rug. Then I saw her,
and although she wasn’t in her usual
exotic attire, something about her pres-
ence made me have to know her.
I was 22 and she was 81, and at that
very first glimpse of her my whole agen-
da changed. I had to know her. So I

b

offered her a lift home in the hope she |
wasn’'t driving. She accepted my offer, |

by Bhaktin Robin Cannon

oy i

Bhaktin Robin Cannon (left) with Queen Mother Moore

and during our ride it gradually un-
folded that Queen Mother Moore had
traveled the globe on speaking tours
throughout America, Africa, and the
Caribbean. I learned that she had
been given her honorary title for her
contributions to the cause of “black
liberation,” first by a group of stu-
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dents in the 1950s, and then
more officially in 1972 by
the Ashanti government of
Ghana, Africa.

A week later I went to
one of her lectures at New
York Technical College,
where she presented the his-
tory of America’s brutal slave
trade and its aftermath. I'll
never forget the bitter cold
that night, and how, once I
heard the weather report,
I expected her to cancel
the engagement. Snow was
threatening, and it was ten-
degree weather, with a wind
chill making it well below
zero. So far as I was con-
cerned, in that weather even
someone my age could bare-
ly getaround. let alone some-
one her age; but Queen
Mother cheerfully kept her
appointment, accompanied
by me and her 78-year-old sister Loretta,
who was so bent by rheumatism she
couldn’t walk without crutches.

At that talk, Queen Mother offered
vivid descriptions of the slave ships,
telling how Africans were chained and
then lined up and crammed together
squatting, with hardly even breathing

. ol




room. She showed diagrams of a slave
ship. When a slave grew seasick, she
described, he was left there to vomit on
his nearest compatriot. Or if (as many
did) a slave were to die in transport,
his body was simply left there until he
could be conveniently thrown over-
board. Sharks followed the slave ships
for evening meals.

Yet how much did things get better
for us in America during and after
slavery? Even after slavery was abol-
ished, she told us, the U.S. govern-
ment enacted “black codes™ that de-
nied “Negroes” basic rights like the
right to assemble in public

impact on me, a young black woman
who had already witnessed incidents of
racism and seen the subtle signs of self-
hatred in myself.

The Queen Mother’s exposing us to
the glorious heritage of African civiliza-
tions rejuvenated my pride and put me
back on a path I had wavered from. Yet
somehow it wasn’t enough to replen-
ish the spirit within me or restore it to
health and happiness.

Well, fortunately Queen Mother
Moore had another part of her plat-
form. “Know thyself is the first law of
nature.” she would say. *If a cat had kit-

liberation, in many of her speeches she
quoted a remark by Benjamin Frank-
lin. That remark still has profound
effect on me: “Those who seek tempo-
rary shelter™ (be it food, jobs, or hous-
ing, she would footnote) “above the
basic liberties™ (like personhood, mo-
bility, and freedom of speech) “deserve
neither.”

How then did Queen Mother Moore
start pursuing Krsna consciousness?
Well, encouraged by her conviction, and
by the words of Benjamin Franklin she
quoted, I continued to search for my
true self and those “basic liberties™
she taught were my birth-

or defend oneself in court
against claims by a white
man. These black codes ef-
fectively stripped blacks of
the benefits of citizenship,
while burdening us with its
responsibilities.

These horrific experi-
ences of slavery and dis-
crimination, Queen Mother
said, resulted in a “con-
cocted individual called a
Negro™ who no longer re-
sembled his original form,
a person “altered and de-
natured” into what she
called oppression psycho-
neurosis, astate of self-hate
and self-destruction.

Queen Mother Moore
has spent close to seventy
years pondering and speak-
ing out on these issues. In
the thirties she struggled
to organize black domestic
workers to seek higher
wages, and later founded
organizations, canvassed

Letter from
Queen Mother Moore

Dear Makeda [Robin] and Hladini Shakti das:

I wanted to thank you for bringing Krsna con-
sciousness into my life, with various Vaishnava con-
cepts as expressed in the Bhagavad-gita As It Is.
Though relatively new to me, of the various texts I've
read, I consider this to be among the highest and most
meritorious.

As astaunch freedom fighter for several decades.
I've seen the endless futility of material struggles.
many of which I concede arise from falsely identifying
with the type and complexion of our bodies. Through
this literature, I have found solace. Now I have faith
that as stated in Bhagavad-gita, we are not our bodies,
but eternal spirit souls that can occupy limitless types
of bodies. This knowledge makes perfect sense to me.
and ['m glad to finally find something that has such a
resounding ring of truth to it. Again. I thank you for
bringing me the Bhagavad-gita As It Is.

1 did not have the pleasure of knowing the founder
of your movement, but I feel much empathy with his
mission and realize this to be the essence of knowledge
that can liberate all people

African and otherwise.

right. In years to come, that
search led me to the Krsna
consciousness movement,
to Vedic study. and to the
gradual realization that I
am not my body. The real
source of my sufferings, I
came to understand, is my
spiritual disconnection from
God, which subjects me to
an endless cycle of chang-
ing bodies. with their aging,
disease, and death.
Naturally I was eager to
share this knowledge with
Queen Mother Moore, who
had always thirsted for
the truth, who had been so
generous and compassion-
ate to me, and who was
herself fast approaching a
change of body. So I visited
her and we spoke at length
about Krsna. I brought
her some books and maha-
prasadam. On later occa-
sions | took with me my
brother Hladini Sakti Dasa,

door to door, raised money
for drug rehabilitation groups, and did
tours of churches, colleges and prisons.
It all started in her youth, in the
1920s, when she marched with black
leader Marcus Garvey. Much of her
teachings came from Garvey’s “Back
to Africa”™ movement, which she ex-
pounded on with writings of her own.
Although | had been superficially
acquainted with the ugly abominations
of slavery, till I met her I had never
heard such a clear discussion of the
abuses Africans had suffered, nor seen
anyone so painstakingly committed to
combating such evils. All this had great

tens in the oven. you wouldn’t call them
biscuits.” And so beyond urging that we
memorialize our ancestors with monu-
ments and seek reparations for the inju-
ries against us, she strongly endorsed
that blacks search after their true iden-
tity, and at all costs strive for the highest
liberation—to know “ourselves” (which
she believed were African).

Queen Mother was so committed to
this search for our true identity that she
established a research institute, which
studied the works of Plato and Socra-
tes, Garvey, W. E. B. Dubois, and oth-

ers. To inspire us to define and seek true |

BACK TO GODHEAD

46

and he too preached about
Krsna's glories, plus the joy and ne-
cessity of serving Krsna, and of tran-
scending the bodily platform.

Queen Mother Moore was receptive
to these ideas, and almost instantly at-
tracted to the philosophy. She asked
me to write down the maha-mantra for
her so she could learn to recite Krsna’s
namesaloud. Ofcourse. tome thiswasn’t
the first sign of her transcendental lean-
ings. Over the years of going with her to
lectures, I had made a point of looking
closely in her for signs of racism. which
[ knew my heart couldn’t approve. And
so while reporters clicked their pens



and flashed their cameras and grateful
admirers sought her autograph, I al-
ways looked deep and close at her face.
I would especially watch her eyes when
she greeted people with white bodies.
justtosee her reaction. (Ieven noted. as
most newspapers did not, that Queen
Mother Moore would sometimes wel-
come white activists into her fold, be-
cause for her what mattered was one’s
philosophy, not one’s complexion.)

[t was from this kind of serutiny that
[ became convinced that while Queen
Mother may have been misled by the
material nature, she was by no means a
racist.

Well, any doubts I might have had
about Queen Mother’s racial feelings
were thoroughly dispelled last Decem-
ber when I visited her again for preach-
ing. This time I told her, straight out, of

my plans to take initiation from a |

white-bodied sadhu named Dhanur-
dhara Swami, who was instructing me
on the real goal of life—to revive my
dormant love of God and thus break the
cycle of rebirth.

Right there and then, Queen Mother
Moore turned to me and smilingly nod-
ded. “I'm so glad you've found your
way, darling,” she said. Then, as only a
greatsoulcould, she joined me in rejoic-
ing my victory—for she realized that I
had succeeded in surrendering my false
ego and body consciousness to the
higher platform of loving God.

This all occurred between Novem-
ber 1990 and March 1992. In January
1992, Queen Mother Moore visited
Nigeria, taking the Bhagavad-gita with
her to read on the plane. When she
returned from that trip, she gave me a
letter personally endorsing the Hare
Krsna movement, saying that she fully
accepted Lord Krsna as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead and fully ac-
cepted the authority of the Vedas.

Eight months later, despite her dif-
ficulty in walking, she made her second
visit to the Brooklyn temple, where she
met some devotees, greeted the Dei-
ties, and did a small tour of the temple,
asking many questions all the while.

Upon seeing Radha and Govinda.,
she at once exclaimed: “My. I've never
seen anything so beautiful! Christians
don’thave nothing on you Hare Krsnas.”
As might be expected, she also asked
devotees how Vedicculture approaches
funeral rites and burials.

Over my years of associating with
Queen Mother Moore, I've been in-
spired by her sacrifice and her uncom-
promising will to tell the truth. Now I'm
delighted to see that Audley Moore is
just as staunchly committed to accept-
ing the truth (once she has heardit) asto
tellingit. Thisintegrity has helped make
her Krsna conscious.

Krsna has always promised that if we
sincerely endeavor for the Absolute
Truth, He will reveal Himself to us
through the mercy of a devotee, if only
anovice one like me. Well, Queen Moth-
er’s interest in Krsna consciousness is

just one of the many confirmations I've |

seen of Krsna’s unlimited mercy.
Over the years, Queen Mother has

amassed a large following and touched
the lives and hearts of many people.
Schools have been opened in her name,
and many celebrated people hold herin
esteem. So her endorsement is worth its
weightin gold. It may help attract many
wandering conditioned souls who like
me have been searching for truth and
liberation.

As a devotee I'm naturally grateful
to everyone who has helped me surren-
der to Krsna. Queen Mother Moore is
such a person. I hope you will join me in
praying for this great lady. &

Bhaktin Robin and her husband, Bhakta

| Stewart, are members of the Hare Krsna

community in Los Angeles.
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project you might like to
support or get involved in

PROJECT

Krishna Vision

HEADQUARTERS

Villa Vrindavana. Florence. Italy

PROJECT MEMBERS
Krsna Prema Dasa (musician, audio
engineer) and his wife, Nitya-trpta
Devi Dast (photographer., visual
programmer)

To attract people to Krsna conscious
ness through audiovisual technology.

HISTORY

In 1985, Krsna Prema
and Nitya-trpta decided
to combine their talents
in Krsna's service. He
had been a professional
musician for twenty
years before coming to
the Krsna consciousness
movement in 1979. She
had been a photog-
rapher for the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust for
ten years. They started
Krishna Vision to pre-
sent Krsna conscious-
ness through music and
sophisticated slide
projection. ISKCON
Italy got them started
with a studio, a sound
system, and nine
computer-run slide
projectors.

From 1985 to 1988
Krsna Prema and Nitya-
trpta did research. put
together programs. and
put on shows through-
out Italy. Krishna Vision
started traveling in

HERE'S A Krsna conscious

Krsna Prema Dasa works on a sound track in the
Krishna Vision sound studio.

1989—to India for the Kumbha Mela
and [SKCON's Mayapur/Vrndavana
festival. Since then they've been
invited all over the world to present
Krishna Vision programs, which can
be shown alone or in conjunction
with other Krsna conscious presen-
tations, such as plays. dances. and
lectures.

DETAILS

Krsna Prema and Nitya-trpta con-
tinue their research on audiovisual
technology to enhance the quality of
the sounds and images of their shows.
They use computer-generated
graphics and computer-enhanced
images. A new development: using
projected images as backdrops

Nitya-trpta Devi Dasi programs a nine-projector
slide show in the video room.
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to Krsna Prema’s live musical perfor-
mances.

Here’s a list of Krishna Vision shows:

1. Prabhupada’s ISKCON
(22 minutes)

. Kumbha Mela, the Search for
Immortality (21 minutes)

. Sri Tulasi Kirtana (10 minutes)

. Bhajahu Re Mana (14 minutes)

. Siksasakam (13 minutes)

. Remembering Srila Prabhupada
(23 minutes)

-2

th B

| 7. Krishna, the All-Auractive (#1)

(26 minutes)
8. Krishna, the All-Attractive (#2)
(18 minutes)
9. Lecture Introduction (13 minutes)
10. Reincarnation (17 minutes)
11. Beyond Birth and Death
(16 minutes)
12. Gauranga Bhajan Band European
Tours (16 minutes)

PLANS

Krsna Prema and Nitya-trpta plan to
getl a set of nine projectors for India so
that each year Krishna Vision can
spend a few months traveling there.
They've found that their high-
technology presentation has great
potential for inspiring Krsna
consciousness in India.

OBSTACLES

They sometimes need more money to
maintain or buy equipment.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

e Send money for equipment to be
used in India ($13.000 needed).

e Buy Krishna Vision audio cassettes.
e Invite Krishna Vision to your area
and pay their travel expenses.

For more information, contact:

Krishna Vision

Villa Vrindavana

Via Scopeti 106

San Casciano V.P. (Fi) 50026
Italy



Growing

With Grief

Her voice hesitates. “I have bad news for you.”

by Cintamani Dhama Devi Dasi

REATHLESS FROM running to

the phone, I pick up the receiv-

er, my seven-week-old daugh-
ter gurgling playfully in my arms.

“Can I speak to Rosalynne?™ asks
the voice at the other end.

“Speaking.” I pipe back.

“This 18 Anna.”

Anna ... I try to think who it could
be ... Of course! My brother’s girl-
friend! I've never met her, though I've
heard a lot about her.

“Hello, Anna. What can I do for
you?”

My voice conveys that I'm happy
she has rung. After all, I love my
brother, and I know she means a lot to
him.

Her voice hesitates. I have bad
news for you.”

Bad news . .. The words are just
registering as she continues to blurt

out, “Colin is dead. He died in a road
accident.”

The smile from a few seconds ago
is still painted on my face. I try to
make sense of what I've just heard.
Maybe this is a sick joke. No, I can’t
imagine a girl like Anna playing such
a hoax. Maybe I heard wrong.

“What did you say, Anna?”

“Colin is dead. Rosalynne. He died
yesterday.”

Colin, my younger brother—tall,
good-looking Colin. Just a few weeks
ago he had happily boasted to me
about the amazing job he'd landed as
an assistant buyer for an international
corporation.

“I"ll be flying all over Europe and
the States now.” he'd said. “And I've
got myself a brand-new car.”

“Great,” I said, laughing. “Now
you can afford to give the temple a
donation. You've got no excuses
now.”

We were very different, Colin and
I. More than ten years ago, I had
chosen to become a devotee of Krsna,
abandoning my career for a more
renounced life in search of spiritual
knowledge. Colin, on the other hand.
was materially ambitious and barely
able to conceal his disdain for
religious people. So I never tried
discussing with him topics like the
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If with the death of my brother I'm unable to
Jix my mind on Krsna’s holy names, how much more difficult
it will be to do this when I face my own death.

soul, karma, or reincarnation, and he
appreciated that. He said that of all
religious people he thought the Hare
Krsnas were the nicest because at least
we didn’t force religion down his throat.
Now [ wish I'd tried harder to interest
him. Anyway, it’s too late. He’s dead.

I sit silently, possibly in shock, little
Lalita cooing contentedly in my arms.

Anna’s voice continues, giving de-
tails of the accident, the funeral, the
state of my parents. I thank her and we
hang up.

The finality of death hits me, and the
shock gives way to grief. I'm unable to
keep from wailing. My three-year-old
son, Gopala, rushes in. He'ssurprised to
see mummy crying. He comes up to me,
smiles consolingly, and strokes my face
and head:

“Mummy, don’t cry.”

[ try to smile. “It’s all right, Colin.
Mummy’s all right.”

It’s the first time I've made the mis-
take of calling Gopala Colin. My mis-
take triggers another bout of sobbing.
Gopala reminds me of Colin when we
were little. Colin was also gentle and
loving, and suddenly the physical simi-
larities become more obvious as well.

“Mummy, don’t cry.” Gopala smiles
anxiously as he stares with concern into
my eyes and continues stroking me. He
tries to give me a hug, but Lalita’s in the
way. For his sake I feel I must get hold
of myself.

[ try to control my grief with knowl-
edge. “The wise lament neither for the
livingnor for the dead.” I've been study-
ing the Bhagavad-gita for eleven years,
and now Krsna’s teachings try to pene-
trate my grief. But my mind wavers
between Krsna's instructions and my
sense of irreversible loss.

[try chanting the maha-mantra: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama

Rama, Hare Hare. As [ chant, my mind
wanders to childhood scenes with my
brother—how we used to go swimming
together. Though younger. he was a
better swimmer, and I used to feel envi-
ous. Now, remembering that envy causes
me guilt. Other scenes materialize in
my mind: our excursions to the park, to
the beach, and then back furtherin time
and playing hide-and-seek, the play-
ground . . .

I weep. Even after eleven years of

practicing bhakti-yoga, 1 find it hard to

control my mind. Bodily identifications
are deep-rooted. Because I think I'm
my body, I think [ have an eternal rela-

tionship with my brother, my parents, |

and my child. But the body is tempo-
rary. and my misperception causes me
suffering.

“Mummy, don't cry.” Gopila tries |
to console me, and I smile back re- |

assuringly.

But the mind is difficult to control. |

Still, as Krsna explains in the Gita, we

can control it with practice and detach- |

ment. Realizing our spiritual identity
becomes easier as we practice detach-
ment from bodily pleasures. If we've
practiced throughout our life, then we
may be able to fix the mind on Krsna at
death. The Gita explains that our

| thoughts at death determine our next

destination. So if we think of a loved

| one or of material happiness, we'll take

birth again to continue “enjoying” and
suffering. But if we can fix the mind
on Krsna, we’ll escape the cycle of
birth and death and go back to Godhead
to serve the Supreme Lord in loving
reciprocation.

tice, and this is a good opportunity.
I turn to the Gita (2.17-25):

That which pervades the entire
body you should know to be inde-
structible. No one is able to destroy
that imperishable soul. The material
body of the indestructible. immeasur-
able, and eternal living entity is sure
to come to an end. . . .

Neither he who thinks the living
entity the slayer nor he who thinks it
slainisin knowledge, for the self slays
not nor is slain. For the soul there is
neither birth nor death at any time.
He has not come into being, does not
come into being, and will not come
intobeing. He isunborn, eternal, ever-
existing, and primeval. He is not slain
when the body is slain. . . .

Asaperson puts on new garments,
giving up old ones, the soul similarly
accepts new material bodies, giving
up the old and useless ones. . . .

This individual soul is unbreak-
able and insoluble, and can be neither
burned nor dried. He is everlasting,
present everywhere, unchangeable,
immovable, and eternally the same. It
is said that the soul is invisible, incon-
ceivable, and immutable. Knowing
this, you should not grieve for the
body.

The phone rings again, my husband
this time. He’s in a meeting, but he’s
just calling to see if there are any mes-
sages. [ wonder whether or not I should
tell him. I decide 1 will. Reading the
Bhagavad-gita has pacified my mind.
It has reminded me that the real
Colin—the eternal soul, the eternal

servant of God-—continues to exist.

I can now understand how difficult it |
will be to think of Krsna at death. If with |

the death of my brother I'm unable to
fix my mind on Krsna’s holy names, how
much more difficult it will be to do this
when I face my own death. I must prac-
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Only his temporary identity as Colin
Dodds has ceased, and the real Colin—
the soul I never saw anyway—has gone
on to his next destination. Why lament
for his temporary body, which was des-
tined to be destroyed sooner or later?

(please tirn to page 58)
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FREEDOM THROUGH
ATTACHMENT

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acdrya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapila, an incarnation of Lord Kysna, is teaching
His mother, Devahiiti, about devotional service. As the
F;rimad—Bhitgavalam continues, Lord Kapila explains how
attachment to devotees can free one from material bondage.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 25

24 T U AN @9 SEEEEIRET |
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ta ete sadhavah sadhvi
sarva-sanga-vivarjitah

sangas tesv atha te prarthyah
sanga-dosa-hara hi te

te ete—those very: sadhavah—devotees; sadhvi—virtuous
lady; sarva—all; saniga—attachments: vivarjitah—Ifreed
from; sangah—attachment; tesi—unto them; atha—hence;
te—by you; prarthyah—must be sought; sarnga-dosa—the
pernicious effects of material attachment; harah—counter-
acters of; hi—indeed; re—they.

O My mother, O virtuous lady, these are the qualities of
great devotees who are free from all attachment. You must
seek attachment to such holy men, for this counteracts the
pernicious effects of material attachment.

PURPORT: Kapila Muni herein advises His mother, Deva-
hati, that if she wants to be free from material attachment,
she should increase her attachment for the sadhus, or devo-
tees who are completely freed from all material attach-
ment. In Bhagavad-gita, Fifteenth Chapter, verse 5, it is
stated who is qualified to enter into the kingdom of God-

Devahiiti hears from her son, Kapila, about the importance

of hearing from realized sages.

head. It is said there, nirmana-moha jita-sanga-dosa. This
refers to one who is completely [reed from the puffed-up
condition of material possessiveness. A person may be
materially very rich, opulent, or respectable, but if he at
all wants to transfer himself to the spiritual kingdom, back
home. back to Godhead, then he has to be freed from the
puffed-up condition of material possessiveness, because
that is a false position.

The word moha used here means the false understand-
ing that one is rich or poor. In this material world, the
conception that one is very rich or very poor—or any such
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consciousness in connection with material existence—is
false. because this body itsell is false, or temporary. A pure
soul who is prepared to be freed from this material
entanglement must first of all be free from the association
of the three modes of nature. Our consciousness at the
present moment is polluted because of association with the
three modes of nature: therefore in Bhagavad-gita the
same principle is stated. It is advised, jita-sanga-dosah: one
should be freed from the contaminated association of the
three modes of material nature. Here also, in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, this is confirmed: a pure devotee, who is
preparing to transfer himself to the spiritual kingdom, is
also freed from the association of the three modes of
material nature. We have to seek the association of such
devotees. For this reason we have begun the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness. There are many mer-
cantile. scientific. and other associations in human society
to develop a particular type of education or consciousness,
but there is no association which helps one to get free from
all material association. If anyone has reached the stage
where he must become free from this material contamina-
tion. then he has to seek the association of devotees,
wherein Krsna consciousness is exclusively cultured. One
can thereby become freed from all material association.
Because a devotee is freed from all contaminated ma-
terial association, he is not affected by the miseries of
material existence. Even though he appears to be in the
material world, he is not affected by the miseries of
the material world. How is it possible? There is a very
good example in the activities of the cat. The cat carries
her kittens in her mouth. and when she kills a rat she also
carries the booty in her mouth. Thus both are carried in
the mouth of the cat. but they are in different conditions.
The kitten feels comfort in the mouth of the mother.
whereas when the rat is carried in the mouth of the cat, the
rat feels the blows of death. Similarly, those who are
sadhavah, or devotees engaged in Krsna consciousness in
the transcendental service of the Lord, do not feel the
contamination of material miseries, whereas those who are
not devotees in Krsna consciousness actually feel the
miseries of material existence. One should therefore give
up the association of materialistic persons and seek the
association of persons engaged in Krsna consciousness,
and by such association he will benefit in spiritual advance-
ment. By their words and instructions, he will be able to
cut off his attachment to material existence.

TREEA  SREERl
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satdam prasangan mama virva-samvido
bhavanti hrt-karna-rasavanah kathah

taj-josanad asv apavarga-vartmani
sraddha ratir bhaktir anukramisyati

25 qai

satam—ol pure devotees: prasangar—through the associa-
tion: mama—NMy: virva—wonderful activities; samvidah—
by discussion of: bhavanti—become; hirr—to the heart;
karna—to the ear: rasa-avanah—opleasing: kathah—the
stories; tat—ol that: josanar—by cultivation; asu—quickly:
apavarga—of liberation: vartmani—on the path: sraddha
firm faith; rarili—attraction; bhaktih—devotion: anukran-
isyati—will follow in order.

In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the
pastimes and activities of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and the
heart. By cultivating such knowledge one gradually
becomes advanced on the path of liberation, and thereafter
he is freed, and his attraction becomes fixed. Then real
devotion and devotional service begin.

PURPORT: The process of advancing in Krsna conscious-
ness and devotional service is described here. The first
point is that one must seek the association of persons who
are Krsna conscious and who engage in devotional service.
Without such association one cannot make advancement.
Simply by theoretical knowledge or study one cannot make
any appreciable advancement. One must give up the
association of materialistic persons and seek the associa-
tion of devotees because without the association of
devotees one cannot understand the activities of the Lord.
Generally, people are convinced of the impersonal feature
of the Absolute Truth. Because they do not associate with
devotees, they cannot understand that the Absolute Truth
can be a person and have personal activities. This is a very
difficult subject matter. and unless one has personal
understanding of the Absolute Truth, there is no meaning
to devotion. Service or devotion cannot be offered to
anything impersonal. Service must be offered to a person.
Nondevotees cannot appreciate Krsna consciousness by
reading the Srimad-Bhagavatam or any other Vedic
literature wherein the activities of the Lord are described:;
they think that these activities are fictional, manufactured
stories because spiritual life is not explained to them in the
proper mood. To understand the personal activities of the
Lord. one has to seek the association of devotees, and by
such association, when one contemplates and tries to
understand the transcendental activities of the Lord, the
path to liberation is open. and he is freed. One who has
firm faith in the Supreme Personality of Godhead becomes
fixed, and his attraction for association with the Lord and
the devotees increases. Association with devotees means
association with the Lord. The devotee who makes this
association develops the consciousness for rendering
service to the Lord, and then, being situated in the tran-
scendental position of devotional service, he gradually
becomes perfect.

26 WFN gFEATW dfan
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bhaktya puman jata-viraga aindriyad
drsta-srutan mad-racananucintaya

cittasya yatto grahane yoga-yukto
yatisyate rjiubhir voga-margaih

bhaktya—Dby devotional service: puman—a person; jata-
viragah—having developed distaste; aindriyar—for sense
gratification; drsta—seen (in this world): srutat—heard (in
the next world); mat-racana—My activities of creation and
so on; anucintaya—Dby constantly thinking about; cirrasva—
of the mind; vattah—engaged: grahane—in the control;
yoga-yuktah—situated in devotional service; yatisyate—
will endeavor; rjubhih—easy: yoga-margaih—Dby the
processes of mystic power.

Thus consciously engaged in devotional service in the
association of devotees, a person gains distaste for sense
gratification, both in this world and in the next, by con-
stantly thinking about the activities of the Lord. This pro-
cess of Krsna consciousness is the easiest process of
mystic power; when one is actually situated on that path
of devotional service, he is able to control the mind.

PURPORT: In all scriptures people are encouraged to act
in a pious way so that they can enjoy sense gratification
not only in this life but also in the next. For example, one
is promised promotion to the heavenly kingdom of higher
planets by pious fruitive activities. But a devotee in the
association of devotees prefers to contemplate the activi-
ties of the Lord—how He has created this universe. how
He is maintaining it. how the creation dissolves, and how
in the spiritual kingdom the Lord’s pastimes are going on.
There are full literatures describing these activities of the
Lord, especially Bhagavad-gita, Brahma-samhitd, and
Srimad-Bhagavatam. The sincere devotee who associates
with devotees gets the opportunity to hear and contem-
plate this subject of the pastimes of the Lord, and the
result is that he feels distaste for so-called happiness in this
or that world, in heaven or on other planets. The devotees
are simply interested in being transferred to the personal
association of the Lord; they have no more attraction for
temporary so-called happiness. That is the position of one
who is yoga-vukra. One who is fixed in mystic power is not
disturbed by the allurement of this world or that world: he
is interested in the matters of spiritual understanding or
the spiritual situation. This sublime situation is very casily
attained by the easiest process, bhakti-yoga. Rjubhir voga-
margaih. A very suitable word used here is pjubhifi, or
“very easy.” There are different processes of yoga-marga,
attaining yoga perfection, but this process, devotional
service to the Lord. is the easiest. Not only is it the easiest
process. but the result is sublime. Everyone. therefore,
should try to take this process of Krsna consciousness and
reach the highest perfection of life.

27 T A
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asevayayam prakrter gunandii
Jaanena vairagya-vijrmbhitena

vogena mayy arpitava ca bhakiya
mdaiit pratyag-amanam thavarundhe

asevayva—by not engaging in the service: avam—this per-
son; prakrteh gunanam—of the modes of material nature;

jianena—by knowledge: vairagya—with renunciation:

vifrmbhitena—developed: vogena—Dby practicing voga:
mayi—unto Me: arpitava—Ifixed; ca—and; bhaktyd —
with devotion; mam—unto Me: pratyak-anmanam—the
Absolute Truth; iha—in this very life: avarundhe—one
attains.

Thus by not engaging in the service of the modes of
material nature but by developing Krsna consciousness,
knowledge in renunciation, and by practicing yoga, in
which the mind is always fixed in devotional service
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one achieves
My association in this very life, for I am the Supreme
Personality, the Absolute Truth.

PURPORT: When one engages in devotional service to the
Lord in the nine different kinds of bhakri-voga, as enunci-
ated in authoritative scriptures, such as hearing (Srava-
nam). chanting (kirtanam). remembering. offering
worship. praying. and offering personal service—either in
one of them, or two or three or all of them—he naturally
has no opportunity to engage in the service of the three
modes of material nature. Unless one has good engage-
ments in spiritual service, it is not possible to get out of
the attachment to material service. Those who are not
devotees. therefore, are interested in so-called humanitar-
ian or philanthropic work. such as opening a hospital or
charitable institution. These are undoubtedly good works
in the sense that they are pious activities, and their result
is that the performer may get some opportunities for sense
gratification, either in this life or in the next. Devotional
service, however, is beyond the boundary of sense gratifi-
cation. It is completely spiritual activity. When one
engages in the spiritual activities of devotional service,
naturally he does not get any opportunity to engage in
sense gratificatory activities. Krsna conscious activities are
performed not blindly but with perfect understanding of
knowledge and renunciation. This kind of yoga practice.
in which the mind is always fixed upon the Supreme
Personality of Godhead in devotion. results in liberation
in this very life. The person who performs such acts gets in
touch with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Lord
Caitanya, therefore. approved the process of hearing [rom
realized devotees about the pastimes of the Lord. It does
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not matter to what category of this world the audience
belongs. I one meekly and submissively hears about the
activities of the Lord from a realized soul. he will be able
to conquer the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
unconquerable by any other process. Hearing or associat-
ing with devotees is the most important function for self-
realization.

qagfaeary
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devahutir uvaca
kacit tvayy ucita bhaktih
kidrsi mama gocara
vava padani te nirvanam
anjasanvasnava aharm

devahittih uvaca—Devahuti said; kdcit—what; rvayi—unto
You: ucita—proper: bhaktih—devotional service: kidrsi—
what kind: mama—by me: go-cara—Ifit to be practiced;
vaya—by which: padam—Tfeet; te—Your; nirvanam—
liberation; anjasa—immediately; anvasnavai—shall attain;
aham—I.

On hearing this statement of the Lord, Devahuti inquired:
What kind of devotional service is worth developing and
practicing to help me easily and immediately attain the
service of Your lotus feet?

PURPORT: [t is stated in Bhagavad-gita that no one is
barred from rendering service to the Lord. Whether one is
a woman or a laborer or a merchant. if he engages himself
in the devotional service of the Lord he is promoted to the
highest perfectional state and goes back home, back to
Godhead. The devotional service most suitable for differ-
ent types of devotees is determined and fixed by the mercy
of the spiritual master.

29 T AN oI |
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vo yogo bhagavad-bano
nirvandatmams tvavoditah
kidrsah kati cangani
vatas tattvavabodhanam

vah—which; yogah—mystic yoga process: bhagavat-banah
—aiming at the Supreme Personality of Godhead: nirvana-
atman—QO embodiment of nirvana; tvava—by You: uditah
—explained: Aidrsai—of what nature: kari—how many:
ca—and: angani—branches: varah—by which: tattva—of
the truth: avabodhanam—understanding.

The mystic yoga system, as You have explained, aims at
the Supreme Personality of Godhead and is meant for

completely ending material existence. Please let me know
the nature of that yoga system. How many ways are there
by which one can understand in truth that sublime yoga?

PURPORT: There are different kinds of mystic yoga
systems aiming for different phases of the Absolute Truth.
The jiiana-voga system aims at the impersonal Brahman
effulgence. and the hatha-yoga system aims at the localized
personal aspect, the Paramatma feature of the Absolute
Truth, whereas bhakti-yoga, or devotional service, which is
executed in nine ways, headed by hearing and chanting,
aims at complete realization of the Supreme Lord. There
are different methods of self-realization. But here Deva-
hati especially refers to the bhakri-yoga system, which has
already been primarily explained by the Lord. The parts of
the bhakti-yoga system are hearing, chanting, remember-
ing. offering prayers. worshiping the Lord in the temple,
accepting service to Him, carrying out His orders. making
friendship with Him, and ultimately surrendering every-
thing for the service of the Lord. The word nirvananman is
very significant in this verse. Unless one accepts the
process of devotional service, one cannot end the continu-
ation of material existence. As far as jaanis are concerned,
they are interested in jiiana-voga, but even if one elevates
oneself, after a great performance of austerity, to the
Brahman effulgence. there is a chance of falling down
again to the material world. Therefore, jaana-yoga does
not actually end material existence. Similarly, regarding
the hatha-yoga system, which aims at the localized aspect
of the Lord, Paramatma, it has been experienced that
many vogis, such as Visvamitra, fall down. But bhakii-
vogis, once approaching the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, never come back to this material world, as it is
confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita. Yad gatva na nivartante:
upon going, one never comes back. Tyaktva dehar punar

Janma naiti: after giving up this body, he never comes back

again to accept a material body. Nirvana does not finish
the existence of the soul. The soul is ever existing. There-
fore nirvana means to end one’s material existence, and to
end material existence means to go back to Godhead.

Sometimes it is asked how the living entity falls down
from the spiritual world to the material world. Here is the
answer. Unless one is elevated to the Vaikuntha planets,
directly in touch with the Supreme Personality of God-
head. he is prone to fall down, either from the impersonal
Brahman realization or from an ecstatic trance of medita-
tion. Another word in this verse. bhagavad-banah, is very
significant. Banah means “arrow.” The bhakrti-yoga system
is just like an arrow aiming up to the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. The bhakti-yoga system never urges one to-
wards the impersonal Brahman effulgence or to the point
of Paramatma realization. This banal, or arrow, is so sharp
and swift that it goes directly to the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, penetrating the regions of impersonal
Brahman and localized Paramatma.

(continued in the next issue)
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

. Anofficial endorsement
s s miiwiiieEd | from the mayor and an

escort of ten police motorcycles highlighted ISKCON'’s
Chariot Parade and Festival of India this June in Atlanta.
The celebration
included ISKCON
Atlanta’s annual
chipped-rice-and-
yogurt festival.

People smiled and
cheered as
devotees passed
by, chanting Hare
Krsna, at the
annual Springtime
Tallahassee parade
in the capital of
Florida. The
judges gave the
devotees the
award for “Best
Church Float™—
even though they
didn’t have a

float.

Devotees chant in the Springtime Tallahassee parade.

Eunti Devi Disi

| A new book by a

| unidentified flying
| objects and similar

| Seventy-four leaders in religion, education, and law

attended a conference on religious liberty in which a Hare
Krsna devotee served as a panelist. The conference was
held last spring at the Freedom Forum First Amendment
Center, in Arlington, Virginia. The chairman of the Free-
dom Forum is Allen H. Neuharth, founder of USA Today.

Devotees and friends have been attending 6-day seminars
on Krsna conscious subjects several times a year at

| ISKCON’s Gita-Nagari Farm, near Harrisburg, Pennsyl-

vania. The next seminars will be held September 7-12.

ISKCON Los Angeles is launching its newly arranged
visitors center in October. The centerpiece: the highly
successful Govinda’s restaurant, formerly across the

| street, now directly next to the temple itself.

Seven hundred devotees from ISKCON and from eastern
India chanted twenty-four hours nonstop at a Bengali
cultural center in Toronto. They chanted Hare Krsna to
traditional Bengali
melodies. Most of
the chanters were
from Bengal, Bihar,
Orissa, and Bangla-
desh, where such
chanting is indig-
€nous.

" Ancient Insights into Modern UFO Phenomena ,

BTG columnist
investigates
parallels between
modern reports of

reports from the
Vedic literature of
India. The book
18 Alien Identities,
by Richard L.
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Thompson (Sadaputa Dasa). For information on how to ~ Devotees in ISKCON Secunderabad,

get copies. see page 60). ~ Andhra Pradesh, laid the cornerstone for a
$l million temple and cultural complex on their land in the

Devotees in Spanish Fork, Utah, celebrate their annual heart of the city. The ceremonies, held last May, included

Festival of India on September 11. the official opening of the Hare Krishna Art Studio by the

chief architect for the temple project, Sri G. Venkata-
ISKCON Houston is buying three quarters of an acre next ~ ramana Reddy, Vastupati. The studio is meant to encour-
to the temple for a restaurant and a hall for Krsna age young artists in developing their talents for Krsna's
conscious programs. service.

A gong summons four hundred needy people for a weekly = Donors in Bhubaneswar, Orissa, give five hundred rupees
meal in Los Angeles. A devotee from Hare Krishna Food | each to provide five hundred plates of nutritious prasadarm
for Life parks his van in a needy neighborhood and walks | to the poor of their city. The program, organized by Hare
around with the gong to let people know he’s there. Krishna Food for Life, encourages people to sponsor
distribution of prasadam on the anniversary of a relative’s
death. This is a traditional Vedic act of charity meant to

g ; . S relieve one’s relatives of sufferi / past sins.
U Devotees in Sarajevo are still giving ve one’s relatives of suffering caused by past sins
. daily free meals of prasadam. They also

hold regular temple programs and put on concerts for i j j 2
) el D) DEOS p ] ; ~  Devotees at the New Gokula farm
children in hospitals. With food scarce, the devotees report =~

o R
an ironic benefit of war: people are getting closer to the ;hlcs i 3.1 \lc; "row‘ng;:cb\?mElg?gsl w:lll_itrafn et
land. With food scarce, they are growing vegetables in I SPEaRie e CEIUE Yeg e

everything from their front yards to jars. crates, and | hshna FOOQ ol The prg_]ccl—q i t:o [Een pubple
batheiie and provide jobs at the same time—will be funded by the

Jobskills program of the Federal Department of Employ-
ment, Education, and Training.

The Hare Krsna center in Copenhagen has moved to
a new, larger place. a former hotel thirty minutes from
downtown.

BTG contributor Hridayananda Dasa Goswami
lectured in the Polish cities of Warsaw, Gdynia, and
Gdansk during a five-day tour last spring. He spoke at
the University of Gdansk and the Polish Philosophical
Association and was interviewed on Polish television.

Devotees in Hungary have been fighting moves by
the government to restrict their religious freedoms.
First a government committee declared ISKCON a
“destructive cult.” Then the governing party sent
Parliament a bill that would deprive a religion of
being “registered™ unless it had 100.000 followers in
Hungary or had been established there for more than
100 years. Devotees have sought to have the declara-  [FEEETA ¢ i B¢ P
tion rescinded and the bill defeated. At press time Devotees at New Gokula Farm grow vegetables for their Hare
the outcome was still unknown. Krishna Food for Life program.

&$§*£\?§§§~5$»wx@&i.
Bl Sa W P sy s

ISKCONmembers | = ¢ " 5 70 888 = “_’ ~ ISKCON has received a

PRE LT EVE 0y

= 3 7 E Find
Pommmamae bl dad @ @i 8 spokeaboutthe | BGEEGEEEEE R el donation of about 1,700
| e s Vedic social system | acres of land between Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. Devo-
Crnlateteg? Snlede it %  puis .
PR at a conference in | tees plan to use the land for self-sufficient farming. Twelve

Novosibirsk, Russia, called “Help to Russia.” Speakers at | devotees are living on the land so far. Another donation: a
the conference included religious leaders, the chief econo- | place in the mountains, an hour and a half from Rio. Devo-
mists of the city, and members of the Russian Academy of  tees plan to use it for retreats for interested friends.
Sciences. The participants decided to include the state-

ments of the devotees in a paper to be given to the Russian = The Festival of the Chariots rolls in Rio at Ipanema Beach
government. at the end of October.

BACK TO GODHEAD

56



EVERY TOWN & VILLAGE

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra Latvia

Devotees in Latvia are getting ready for Padayatra. An old
woman living alone gave them a pair of untrained bulls,
which a devotee from England has trained. Besides
distributing books, the devotees hope to show people the
value of ox power in a country where people are moving
from the factories back to the land.

Parasurama Dasa trains an ox for Padayarra in Latvia.

Padayatra England

A party of devotees who put on a Padayatra in England
in April brought Padayatra to three other countries this
summer. They took their cart, Deities, and equipment and
hooked up with local oxen for Padayatras in Czech,
Sweden, and Luxembourg,

For more information about Padayatra, contact:

Padayatra Worldwide

62, Sant Nagar, New Delhi 110 065, India.
Phone: +91 (11) 642-1736.

Fax: +91 (11) 647-0742

Padayatra America
1111 Grand Ave., San Diego, CA 92109,
Phone: +1 (619) 273-7262.

Padayatra Europe

Bhaktivedanta Manor, Lecthmore Heath, Watford.
Herts. WD2 SEP, England.

Phone: +44 (92) 385-7244

~ SRILA PRABHUPADA’S CENTENNIAL—1996

This new section of Every Town and Village features news
about the upcoming vear-long celebration in 1996 for the
one-hundredth anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s birth.

England

More than six hundred devotees attended the UK. first
Prabhupada Reunion Festival, held in May at the Bhakti-
vedanta Manor outside London. Of the six devotees Srila
Prabhupada first sent to London in 1968, four attended
the festival: Mukunda Goswami. S)-'Euﬂamlﬂr;lelral Dasa,
Guru Dasa, and Malati Dasi. Former Beatle George
Harrison, who had helped the devotees get established in
England and acquire the Manor, also attended and led the
chanting of Hare Krsna.

West Bengal

A group of devotees from Sridham Mayapur have begun

touring West Bengal and holding programs to tell people

about Srila Prabhupada, his movement. and his upcoming
Centennial. The party will bring their message to as many
towns and villages as they can in the next three vears.

For more information on the Centennial, contact:

Global Ministry for the Srila Prabh upada Centennial
62, Sant Nagar (near Nehru Place)

New Delhi 110 065, India

Phone: +91 (11) 6421763

Fax: 491 (11) 6470742

-.I. fs

Devotees at the U.K. s first Prabhupdada Reunion Festival.
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GRIEF (continued from page 50)

As | tell my husband, however, my
composure cracks and I fight to keep
back the tears. Applying transcenden-
tal knowledge takes practice. There-
fore, the scriptures advise that we take
up this practice at once so we can en-
dure undisturbed when our own death
iS upon us.

Half an hour later my husband is
home. He decided to come and help. |
appreciate his presence. As a devotee.
he’s sympathetic but not sentimental.
He has come not to join in my grief but
to help me transcend it. Being with
another devotee strengthens my own
resolve to act as a devotee and take
shelter of Krsna.

We decide to sing a devotional song.
We sit cross-legged in our temple room,
Lalita sleeping peacefully on my lap,
Gopala resting against my shoulders.
Normally he would go to his father, but
today he stays close by me.

Gopala’s concern is touching. If this
small child has such a capacity to love. I
think, how much greater is God’s. In the
Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna reassures
us that He is our most intimate well-
wisher. If [ loved Colin, how much more
Krsna loves him. My relationship with
Colin goes back only twenty-nine years,
but he is eternally Krsna's. The Vedic
scriptures say that throughout our so-
journ in the material world the Supreme
Lord stays with us as the witness of our
activities. On the merit of our past acts,
He sanctions or thwarts our endeavors
for material happiness. The materialist
is elated in material happiness, taking

all eredit for himself, and depressed in
material distress, blaming God. But the
transcendentalist remainssteadyin hap-
piness and distress. gain and loss. He
sees material happiness as the mercy of
Krsna because it provides a comfort-
able circumstance for practicing spiri-
tual life. And he sees in suffering an
impetus for becoming detached from
material life. He never blames God for
his suffering: rather, he sces suffering as
the result of his past sinful acts.

[ find comfort in these thoughts. I
know that as the Supersoul, Lord Krsna
accompanies Colin. Krsna is callous to
the fleeting happiness and distress of
this material world. He wants to help us
become exhausted with our futile at-
tempts at happiness. He wants us to
surrender to Him in loving service and
returntoalife of eternal bliss and knowl-
edge in the spiritual world. So my faith

| is that though I may not be able to

understand how. Krsnaisin control and
is acting for Colin’s ultimate benefit.

My husband plays the harmonium,
and [ the karatalas (cymbals). I close my
eyes and allow myself to become im-
mersed in the sweet melody of Krsna's
holy names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
The chant is like the crying of a child to
its parent. “My dear lord Krsna, please
rescue me from the ocean of material
suffering and again engage me in Your
service.”

As my husband brings the chanting
toaclose, I feel peaceful and composed.
He consoles me with more thoughts

from the Gira.

“We feel anxiety because we are eter-
nal beings in an atmosphere of tempo-
rality,” he says. “We hanker for stability
—a stable environment and stable rela-
tionships. But in the material world,
nothing is stable. And death is the most
thorough destabilizer. But not if we can
become fixed in our eternal identity as
spirit souls, parts of the Supreme Lord.
If we can realize our eternal loving rela-
tionship with Him. nothing—not even
death—can take that away.”

I feel grateful for this knowledge.
My thoughts go to my parents. How
much more difficult for them. They were
never interested in the soul, karma, re-
incarnation, meditation. They accept
only the here and now, what they can
directly see with their eyes. I wonder if
my brother’sdeath willmake them more
thoughtful.

I hope my brother’s short life and his
death will not be futile. I hope that at
least I can now become more resolute in
my pursuit of spiritual perfection. The
scriptures say that if someone attains
pure devotion for God, he benefits ten
generations of his family before and
after him. But more than just helping
myself and my own family, I pray [ can
become determined to help give this

| knowledge to others. &

Cintamani Dhama Devi Dast holds a
joint honors degree in philosophy and
politics from Bristol University. She and

| her husband, Krsna Dharma Dasa, run

the Manchester ISKCON center, which
they opened in 1956.

SPEAKS OUT
(continued from page 39)
is illusion. We are simply creating prob-

lems, and still we are thinking that we |

are advanced.

But from another point of view,
Srimad-Bhagavatam says there is no
problem. Tasyaiva hetoh prayateta kovi-
do na labhyate vad bhramatam upary
adhah. You simply try for Krsna con-
sciousness. And how shall T live? The
answer is: tal labhyate duhkhavad anyat-
ah sukham. You don't aspire for miser-
ies, but they come upon you: they are
forced upon you. Similarly, happiness
will also be forced upon you, whatever
you are destined to receive. Sodon't try
for getting happiness or avoiding dis-

tress. Happiness and distress will go on.
Yousimply try for Krsna consciousness,
which without your trying will never be
achieved. You have to voluntarily try
for Krsna consciousness, revive it.
Therefore Lord Krsna says, sarva-
dharman parityajya mam ekam sara-
nam vraja [“Simply surrender unto
Me7]. . . . Krsna can force you to be-
come Krsna conscious. But He doesn’t
do that. He doesn't interfere with your
independence. He simply says, “Doit.”
Therefore you have to try for Krsna
consciousness, not for other things.
Other things are already there. For
the birds and beasts there is no problem
foreating. Why should you have a prob-
lem? A prisoner has no eating problem.
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| The governmentsupplies what he needs.

He only has the problem that he should
not be a criminal. That is his problem.
He should try for that: *I shall never
again become a criminal.” That is the
real activity. It is not that in the prison
he has to worry, *What shall [ eat?” No,
eating is already there. Even if you are
a prisoner, the government has sup-
plied food. Similarly, God has supplied
everyone with eatables, even cats and
dogs. Why not you? You have created
your own problem. The real problem is
how to develop Krsna consciousness.
Disciple: These problems will take care
of themselves if people develop Krsna
consciousness?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. @
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The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

CENTERS IN THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

CANADA
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2G5/ Tel. (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. E., K1N 64/ Tel. (613) 565-6544
Regina, Saskalchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel, (306) 525-1640
Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C. — 5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby W5 3G8/ Tel. (604) 433-0728

FARM COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. — Saranagati Dhama, Box 99, Ashcroft, B.C. VOK 140

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Hamilton, Ontario — Govinda's, 195 Locke St. South, L8T 4B5/ Tel. (416) 523-6203
Vancouver — The Hare Krishna Place, 46 Begbie St., New Westminster

U.S.A.
Atianta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234
Baltimore, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624 or 4069
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617) 247-8611
Boulder, Colorado — 917 Pleasant St., 80302/ Tel. {303) 444-7005
Chapel Hill, North Carolina — 109 M. Roberson St., 27516/ Tel. (919) 932-9219
Chicago, Nllinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ Tel. (312) 873-0900
Cleveland, Ohio — 11206 Clifton Blvd., 44102/ Tel. (216) 651-6670
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ Tel, (214) 8§27-6230
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry 5t., 80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ Tel. (313) 824-6000
Encinitas, California — 468 First 5t., 92024/ Tel. (619) 634-1698
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th St., 32603/ Tel. (904) 336-4183
Gurabo, Puerto Rico —Route 181, P.0. Box 8440 HC-01, 00778-9763/ Tel. (809) 737-5222
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, 96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St., 77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, California — 285 Legion St., 92651/ Tel. (714) 494-7029
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 867-9045
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 80034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133/ Tel. (305) 442-7218
New Orleans, Lovisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 484-6084
Mew York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
New York, New York — 26 Secand Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 51 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600
St. Louis, Missouri— 3926 Lincell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (519) 483-2500
San Francisco, California — 84 Carl 5. 94117/ Tel. (415) 661-7320
San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart 5t., Berkeley, 94705/ Tel. (510) 644-1113
Seattle, Washington — 1420 228th Ave, S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel. (206) 391-3293
Tallahassee, Florida — 1323 Nylic 5t. (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304/ Tel. (904) 681-9258
Topanga, California — 20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ Tel. {213} 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey — (mail: P.0. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel. (201) 299-0970
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (602) 792-0630
Walla Walla, Washington — 314 E. Poplar, 99362/ Tel. (509) 525-7133
Washington, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel, (301} 288-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — Box 819, Alachua, 32615/ Tel. (304) 462-2017
Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 798-6623
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmocks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. Mo. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-6888
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) —R.0. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS AND DINING
Boise — Govinda's, 500 W, Main St/ Tel. (208) 338-9710
Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 97401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Djai, California — Govinda's Vegaie Buffet, 1002 E. Ojai Ave.. 93023/ Tel. (805) 646-1133
Provo, Utah — Govinda's Buffet, 260 North University, 84601/ Tel. (801) 375-0404

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (0232) 681328
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgebaston, B16 T8/ Tel. +44 (021) 420-4939
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford/

Tel. +44 (0203) 555420

Dublin, Ireland — 3 Temple Lane, Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (1) 6795887
Leicester, England — 21 Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/ Tel +44 (0533) 762587
Liverpool, England — 114 Bold Streef, L1 4HY/ Tel. +44 (051) 708-9400
London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., London W1V 5DA/ Tel. +44 (071} 4373662
# Temples with restaurants or dining. ¢ New listing,
Afull list of worldwide centers will appear in our January/February and July/August issues.

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the code for North America (1),

London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmare Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire

WOD2 BER/ Tel. +44 (0923) 857244
London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, Londan SE25/ Tel. +44 (081) 656-4296
Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 BFT/ Tel. +44 (061) 2264416
Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 21 Leazes Park Rd., NE1 4PF/ Tel. +44 (091) 2220150
Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Road, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 9PT/

Tel. +44 (0555) 894790

FARM COMMUNITIES
Lisnaskea, North Ireland — Lake Island of Inis Rath, Lisnaskea Co. Fermanagh/ Tel. +44 (03657) 21512
London, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manar)

ADDITIONAL RESTAURANT
Manchester, England — Krishna's, 20 Cyril St., Manchester 14/ Tel, +44 (061) 226 965
(Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For infor-
mation, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood, Herts
WD 1NB/ Tel. [081] 905-1244.)

AUSTRALIA
Adelaide — 74 Semaphore Rd., Semaphore, 5. A. 5019/ Tel. +61 (08) 483 200
Brisbane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, Q.L.D. (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068)/
Tel. +61 (07) 373-5455
Canberra — P.0 Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. +61 (06) 290-1869
Melbourne — 197 Danks 5t., Alber Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +61 (03) 699-5122
Perth — 144 Railway Parade (cnr. The Strand), Bayswater (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A
B053)/ Tel. +61 (09) 370-1552
Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, N.5.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.S.W.
2062)/ Tel. +61 (02) 953-4558
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Rd., Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383
Millfield, N.S.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.\iew Rd. Millfigld near Cessnock),
N.S.W. (mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W., Australia)/ Tel. +61 (049) 98-1800
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd.. Eungella, via Murwillumbah M. 5. W. 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (D66) 72-1903
ADDITIONAL RESTAURANTS
Brishane — Govinda's, 15t floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0255
Melbourne — Crossways, 1st floor. 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 6502939
Melbourne — Gopal's, 139 Swanston 5t., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 650-1578
Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William St., Northbridge. WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 22716
Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-Away, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst,
N.S.W. 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 380-5162

NEW ZEALAND AND FlJI
Christchurch, New Zealand — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-180 Christehurch)/
Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174
Labasa, Fiji — Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel, +679 822912
Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 64112
Rakiraki, Fiji —Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 94243
Suva, Fiji —Nasinu 74 miles (P.0. Box 6376)/ Tel. +679 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand — 6 Shotter St,, Karori (mail; .0, Box 2753)/ Tel, +64 (04) 764-445
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand — Gopal's, Civic House (15t floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (08) 3034885
Christchurch, New Zealand — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St./ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035
Labasa, Fiji —Govinda's, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji —Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. and Naviti St/ Tel, +679 62390
Suva, Fiji — Gopal's, 18 Pratt 5t/ Tel. +679 62990
Suva, Fiji —Gopal's. 37 Cumming St/ Tel. <679 312259
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan) — Hwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Galf Course
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075

SOUTH AFRICA
Cape Town — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (21) 689 1529

# Durban (Natal) — Chatsworth Centre., Chatsworth 4030 {mail: P.0. Box 56003)/

Tel, +27 (31) 435-815

Johannesburg — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001, (mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johannesburg 2000)/
Tel. +27 (11) 484-3273

Port Elizabeth — 10 Skegnes Rd., Summerstrand/ Tel. +27 (41) 153-3353

INDIA

# Bombay, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400049/ Tel. +91 (022) 6206860

(ISKCON has more than 30 other centers in India)
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RESOURCES

ADVERTISING RATE—$.50 a word.
Frequency discount: 4 times (same ad), 10%

accept only ads directly meant for Krsna
conscious devotional service. You can reach
us at: Back to Godhead Resources, P. O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615. Phone: (904)
462-7794, Fax: (904) 462-T893.

PUBLICATIONS

Subscribe to Padayatra Worldwide
Newsletter. One year: $6. Two years:
$11. Five years: $27. Contact: Vrnda-
vana Lila Devi Dasi, 618 Dena Dr.,
Newbury Park, CA 91320.

Books from Sadapiuita Dasa. Issues in
scientific understanding, explored by
a scientist trained in the Vedic para-
digm. Contact Bhaktivedanta Insti-
tute, P. O. Box 99584, San Diego. CA
92169. Phone: (619) 272-8145.

Appreciating Sri Vrindavana
Dhama, by Mahanidhi Swami. A
book of Vrndavana nectar filled with
philosophy, pastimes, prayers, and
practical guidelines for visiting and
living in Vrndavana. Available at
ISKCON Vrndavana. India. Agent
inquiries welcome.

Nectar Books—Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura’s Navadvipa-Bhava-Taranga,
ecstatic visions of divine Navadvipa-
Vrindavana, $8.00: Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati’s Prakrita-Rasa-Shata-
Duhsini, heavy warnings about mun-
dane sentimentalism, $4.00; Radha-
Krishna Nectar, huge anthology of
prayers. charts, lists, and transcenden-
tal miscellany, $20.00. Nectar Books,
P. O. Box 574, Union City, GA 30291.

Hare Krsna Rural Life—a newsletter
devoted to the development of varn-
asrama, cow protection, 0x power,
and self-sufficiency in the Hare Krsna
movement—now available. Philo-
sophical and practical articles, plus
news from devotees around the world.
Edited by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi and

Vyapaka Dasa. Articles and news sub-
missions welcome. Published twice a
year. Subscriptions $10, payable to
H.K.R.L. ¢/o Hare Krsna Dasi, 9B
Stetson St., Brunswick, ME 04011,
U.SLA.

Hare Krishna Directory & Resource
Guide. 168 pages of ISKCON devo-
tees, projects, and suppliers. $12 plus
postage and handling: U.S. $2, Cana-
da $3, Europe $6, others $8. Vaishnava
Community Development, P. O. Box
238, Alachua, FL 32615-0238.

AUDIO-VISUAL

New tapes from Mahatma Dasa.
Heart and Soul, beautifully orches-
trated melodies for the maha-mantra.
Siksastaka and other prayers. Higher
Dimensions, live modern melodious
kirtanas with KrishnaFest band. Digi-
tally recorded and mastered. $6.95
each. $7.95 overseas. Payable to
KrishnaFest, 5430 Gurley Ave., Dal-
las, TX 75223. Phone: (214) 827-6330.
Write for a free catalog.

Five years of lectures by KrishnaFest
co-director Danavira Dasa on Bhakta
Program, Education, the Human
Purpose, Beginning Krsna Concious-
ness, and much more. Also, Magic Is

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues: US,
$18 for First Class mail, $10 for
Third Class. Outside the US, $20.
For subscriptions, ads, bulk or-
ders, and news submissions,
please write IWR at P. O. Box
238, Alachua. FL 32615-0238.
Phone: (904) 462-5054.
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the Chanting, by the KrishnalFest
Kirtana Band ($5). All other tapes $3
per tape, or $2.50 per tape by sub-
scription. Free catalog. Write to
Danavir Tape Ministry, 1507 Cliff-
wood, Euless, TX 76040. In the U.S.

| call toll free: (800) 243-3292.

| Padayatra Tape Ministry. Classes and
| kirtanas by Lokanatha Swami. Free

catalog. Contact: Vrndavana Lila
Devi Dasi, 618 Dena Dr., Newbury
Park, CA 91320.

Gour Govinda Swami Tape Ministry.
For free catalog, write to: GGSTM,
P. O. Box 17326, Seattle, WA 98107.
Phone: (206) 783-6080.

Ravindra Svarupa Dasa Tape

| Ministry. 100 tapes available! For a
| free catalog write to RSDTM, 41 W.

Allens Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19119;

' or fax (215) 247-8702.

| Best of Rathaydatra 1992. Live kir-
| tanas recorded at Rathayatra festivals
| in Boston, New York, Washington,

D.C., San Francisco. Vancouver, and
Los Angeles. FeaturingVaiyasaki
Dasa. Rksaraja Dasa, Vatsala Dasa,
Mandali Bhadra Dasa, and Parasatya
Dasa. Three-tape set (two 60-minute,
one 90-minute), $15. Price includes
shipping in the U.S. For airmail to
Canada add 10%; to Europe, 30%; to
the rest of the world, 50%. Available
only from Festival of India, RR 1,

Box 96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.

| FREE sample tape! Send for yours

today! Hear the Mahabharata read
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami.
Special classes for householders,
college preaching, and kirtanas. Over

| 1,000 selections, English and Spanish.
| Free list of recent tapes. Complete

catalog: $2. Hridayananda Tdpe
Ministry, P. O. Box 99103, San Diego,
CA 92169.

All the Hare Krsna movement’s music
and philosophy in audiocassettes,

| videos, photographs, and literature.



Programs at
Gita Nagari

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

RETREAT
September 4-6
(Labor Day Weekend)

Like to learn more about Krsna
consciousness and how you can
apply it to your life?

Spend a weekend with other
Krsna devotees in a quiet, peace-
ful setting, away from the pres-
sures of modern life.

SEMINARS
September 7-12

Jayadvaita Swami
Overcoming Material Desires

Romapada Swami
The Four “Nutshell” Verses
Of the Gita

Varsana Swami
Siksastaka

Sadaputa Dasa
Science in Transcendence

Cristina Casanova
Counseling and Mediation

To register for the seminars, the
retreat, or both, or for more in-
formation, contact Romapada
Swami, 305 Schermerhorn St.,
Brooklyn, NY 11217. Phone:
(718) 624-8614.

An international service by the Syd-
ney Tape Ministry. Call or write for a
free catalog. Daksina Dasa, GPO
2329, Sydney 2001, Australia. Phone:
+61 (02) 9582748,

EDUCATION

Gurukula Guidebook for classroom

| organization and teaching now
| available. Teaching all subjects for
| ages 5-18, choosing reading books,

helping adolescents. and more. 500
pages (8%" x 11" three-ring binder).
$25 plus $5 shipping. Urmila Devi
Dasi, 1842 Bushy Cook Road, Efland,
NC 27243, (919) 563-4176.

PROJECTS

Center for Sanskrit Studies, working
to substantiate ISKCON'’s claim to
being Vedic and Vedantic, invites
your participation. Train to be an
authorized translator, BBT editor, or

| gurukula teacher. Study the works of
Vaisnava acaryas and the Vedic

sastras in the original language. Help
develop our brahminical asrama and
preaching programs. Write: Gopi-
paranadhana Dasa, Box 17192,
Chapel Hill, NC 27516; or phone:
(919) 932-9219.

Bhakti-Sastri Degrees. The ISKCON
Board of Education is authorizing the
awarding of Bhakti Sastri Degrees.
For information on how your temple
can become an approved Bhakti
Sastri examination center, contact the
ISKCON Board of Education, P. O.
Box 16146 (Circus Avenue Office),
Calcutta 700 017, India.

(GENERAL

The Governing Body Commission,
the highest ecclesiastical body guiding
ISKCON, can be reached through its
local representatives and its perma-
nent secretary. The secretary’s address
is GBC Communications. P. O. Box
10279 (Ballyganj), Calcutta 700 019,
India.

Original paintings as seen in BTG,
Bhagavatam, etc., available. Paintings
done to order. Puskara Dasa, P. O.
Box 1094, Alachua, FL 32615. Phone:
(904) 462-0144.
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S

Faith-building transcendental circle—
needs you to manifest it at your home
program or temple for our inspira-
tional faith-building book. Help us
gather stories of faith by including a
sharing circle at your next program or
feast. You can start with a discussion
of faith, then invite everyone to tell
their story or anecdote of Krsna
acting in their life. Have one person
tape the session. This is a guaranteed
nectar program. (See story in April/
May issue of ISKCON World
Review.) We'll reimburse you for the
tapes and postage. For more infor-
mation, call collect or write: Karn-
amrta Dasa and Arcana Siddhi Dasi,
4309 Wilkens Ave. #C, Baltimore,
MD 21229. Phone: (410) 536-9488.

Devotional supplies from Krishna
Culture. Books, audio, video, incense,
deities, clothing, musical instruments.
80-page catalog—1,000+ items—U.S.,
$3: foreign, $5 airmail. Wholesale
available. P. O. Box 12380, Philadel-
phia, PA 19119, U.S.A. Phone: (800)
829-2579.

New!

ASITIS

The VYoice
Of the
Second Generation

A magazine by and about
ISKCON’s gurikula graduates.
Share their special lives
and thoughts. Find out what
they're about.

6-issue subscription:
U.S. $24, other $30
(U.S. funds only)

Make funds payable to:

Gurukula Alumni, Inc.
P. O. Box 1395
Culver City, CA 90232
US.A.



Alabama
Dothan:

Kirit Joshi, M.D.
(205) 793-2618

Arizona

Chino Valley:

Karin Goldman

P.O. Box 2238

Chino Valley, AZ 86323

California

To find out about programs

in Anaheim Hills, Corona.
Cerritos, Diamond Bar,
Granada Hills, Laguna
Niguel. Long Beach, Red-
lands, Santa Ana, Simi
‘alley. and other southern
California locations, call
Pavaka Devi Dast at
(310) 815-9501

Badger:
Badger Krsna Community
(209) 337-2600

Burlingame:

Vaisesika Dasa & Nirakula
Devi Dasi

(415) 344-9552

Grass Valley/ Nevada City:

Haripada Dasa & Phalini
Dewvi Dasi

(916) 432-2789

Ojai:

Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi
Devi Dasi (William &
Joan Roberts)

(805) 640-0405

Philo:
Unlimited Devotion
(707) 895-3656

Placentia:
Sri Radha Raman Temple
(714) 996-7262

Santa Rosa:
Jagannatha Puri Dasa &
Tripurart Devi Dasi
Business phone:
(707) 526-7211

RESOURCES

hear from you.

GATHERINGS

Perhaps the nearest temple is too far away and you
wish there were some place closer you could go to.
Perhaps you'd like to meet others in your area who
are interested in Krsna consciousness.

It so, get in touch with the people listed here.
They and their friends regularly gather in their
homes—or they want to start. They'll be happy to

If you'd like to be added to the list. please send
your name, city. and phone number to: Gatherings,
BTG, P. O. Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169, USA.

In each issue we’ll add new gatherings and list
as many old ones as space allows.

Florida

Cocoa:

Bhagavata Dharma Dasa &
Syama Devi Dasi

Tampa/Zephyrhills:
Bhaktin Kim McLaughlin
(813) 689-7272

Ft. Myers/ Naples:
Rasatala Dasa
(813) 463-1057 or 4870

Hawaii

Haiku:

Caitanya Vaisnava Sanga
(808) 572-9588

Keaau:

Mahaksa Dasa or Madhu
Kantha Dasa

(808) 966-4738

Ninole:

Adi Karta Dasa or Kirtana
Rasa Dasit

P. O. Box 108, Ninole, HI
96773

Kansas

Lawrence:

Ankota Dasa & Gopimata
Devi Dasi

(913) 865-5080

Maryland
Silver Spring:
Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla
& Jahnavi Devi Dasi
(301) 236-0564

Oregon
Portland:
Ksetra-jna Dasa
(503) 234-8971

Pennsylvania

Erie:

Lila Kumara Devi Dasi
(814) 676-1791

Norristown:

Radha Krishna Mahajan,
M.D. (Kaivalya Dasa)

(215) 539-3221

Stroudsburg;

Dr. Shyamsundar

Mahajan (Samika Rsi
Dasa)

(717) 424-9449

Tennessee

Murfreesboro:

Nitai Gaurasundara Dasa
(Dr. Ravi Singh)

(615) 896-3425

Texas

Austin:

Sankarsana Dasa &
Visnupriya Devi Dasi

(512) 339-8668

El Paso:

Candrasekhara Dasa &
Vilasa Manjari Devi
Dasi

(U15) 775-1817
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Utah

Spanish Fork:

KHON Radio (1480
AM)

(801) 798-3559

Canada

Markham, Ontario:

Prabhupada Dasa
(V. B. Sharma)

(416) 294-9431

Toronto:

Ramananda Raya Dasa &
Visakha Devi Dasi

(416) 297-6131

India

Palakollu, Andhra
Pradesh:

Dr. D. Rajendra Prasad
(Raghunatha Dasa)

08814-3122

Italy

Cisliano (Milano):

Citraka Dasa & Parabhakti
Devi Dasi

(02) 90119990

Bolivia

La Paz

ISKCON Congregation
P. O. Box 12427

United Kingdom
Regular gatherings take
place in more than twenty
cities. To find the one
nearest you, or for help
in starting one. contack
Bhaktivedanta Books
Ltd., Reader Services
Dept.. P. O. Box 324,
Borehamwood, Herts..
WD6 INB.

Phone: (081) 9051244

Commonwealth of
Independent States
Programs are held in more
than 100 cities in the
former Soviet Union. For
information contact
Kirtiraja Dasa, P. O. Box
1445, Alachua, Florida
32615, U.S.A.

Phone: (904) 462-5810.



The Hare Krsna Calendar

Adhika Month of Purusottama
(August 18-September 16)

The “Adhika”™ month is an extra month inserted in the
Vedic calendar at certain times. This extra month keeps
the Vedic lunar calendar synchronized with solar events.

SEPTEMBER

12—Suddha Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

Month of Hrsikesa (cont.) (September 17-30)

19— Anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s arrival in the
United States.

20—Appearance anniversary of Srimati Sita Devi, the
consort of Srila Advaita Acarya.

—Appearance anniversary of Lalita-sakhi, one of the
21—Apy e anniversary of Lalita-sakhi. one of th
principal cowherd girlfriends of Lord Krsna.

23—Sri Radhastami, appearance anniversary of Srimati

Radharani. Lord Krsna’s eternal consort. Fasting till noon,

followed by feasting.

26—Parsva Ekadast. Fasting from grains and beans.
Fasting till noon for the appearance of Lord Vamanadeva
(tomorrow).

27—S1i Vamana-
dvadasi. appearance
anniversary of Lord
Vamanadeva. Feast at
noon. Appearance
anniversary of Jiva
Gosvami, one of the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

28—Appearance anni-
versary of Srila Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura, father
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta

Sarasvati Thakura (gi‘f!'d
Prabhupada’s spiritual
master), and a pioneer in spreading Krsna consciousness
in English. Fasting till noon, followed by feasting.

29—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Haridasa Tha-
kura, an associate of Lord Caitanya and the foremost
teacher of chanting Hare Krsna.

Calendar is calculated for Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the exact dates for your area.

30—Third month of Caturmasya begins (fasting from milk).
Month of Padmanabha (October 1-30)
OCTOBER

1—Anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s taking sannyasa, the
renounced order of life.

12—Trisprsa Maha-dvadasi, fasting from grains and’beans
for Indira Ekadasi.

24—Ramacandra Vijayotsava, the anniversary of Lord
Ramacandra’s victory over the demon Ravana.

26—Pasankusa Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

30—Beginning of Damodara-vrata. Offering lamps for one
month. Also, the fourth month of Caturmasya begins
(fasting from arad dal). Sri Krsna Sarzldiyﬂ Rasa-yatra.
Disappearance anniversary of Srila Murari Gupta, an
associate of Lord Caitanya.

Month of Damodara (October 31-November 29)

NOVEMBER

4—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Narottama Dasa
Thakura. a great devotee of Krsna known for his Bengali
devotional songs.

10—Rama Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

13—Diwali, the festival of illuminating Krsna's temples
with lamps. Call your local Hare Krsna temple for details.

14—Govardhana Puja, the festival commemorating the
worship of Govardhana Hill by the residents of Vrndavana
and Krsna's lifting the hill. Call your local Hare Krsna
temple for details.

17—Disappearance anniversary of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acdrya of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Devotees
observe this day with personal remembrances of Srila
Prabhupada, readings from his biography. and fasting till
noon, followed by feasting.

21—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Srinivasa Acarya, a
great follower of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

25—Utthana Ekada$i. Fasting from grains and beans. Also,
the disappearance anniversary of Srila Gaurakisora Dasa
Babaji, the spiritual master of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, who was Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual
master. Fasting till noon.
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OMETIMES THOSE unfamiliar

with the Hare Krsna movement

think that to attain Krsna con-
sciousness one needs to quit one’s job,
break off from one’s family. give up
evervthing, and just chant Hare
Krsna. If the world and what’s in it are
material, the thinking goes, to be
spiritual one must give everything up.

One person who thought this way
was a fellow named Karma, who lived
in the fifteenth century in south India.
Born in a family of brahmanas, the
highest caste. he seems to have been
a prosperous man. and he was a
follower of the Vedic way of life.
Materially speaking. he and his family
were well set up.

Al this time, Lord Krsna had
appeared in India as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to spread Krsna con-
sciousness through the chanting of the
Hare Krsna mantra. For this role the
Lord had taken the vow of sannyasa,
in which one renounces forever the
comforts of family and home. and
now He was touring south India.

He would go from village to village
in the ecstasy of pure devotion,
teaching people to chant Hare Krsna.
The people He would teach would
then teach others, and in this way
Krsna consciousness was spreading.

In the course of this tour, Lord
Caitanya came to Karma'’s village.
Taking advantage of this opportunity,
with great respect and devotion
Karma invited Lord Caitanya to his
home. There Karma washed the

IVING
EVERYTHING UP

Elonie &5 2 obas s 2iianulys 2 Now !

by Jayadvaita Swami

Lord’s feet. and he and his family
drank the water with which he had
done so. Next Karma fed the Lord,
and he and his family shared the
remnants of the Lord’s meal. These
are all ways of honoring an exalted
person according to the Vedic culture.

Karma now approached Lord
Caitanya and said, “Even Lord
Brahma, the demigod in charge
of creation, meditates upon Your
lotus feet, and today those lotus feet
have come into my home. The limits
of my good fortune cannot be
described. Today my birth, my family,
and my wealth have all become
glorious.™

Then Karma expressed his desire:
“My Lord, be merciful and let me go
with You. I can no longer stand the
waves of misery from materialistic
lifis

Inevitably. a householder’s life is
troublesome. full of problems,
worries, and entanglements. Even its
pleasures are a problem, because in
family happiness one can easily lose
one’s spiritual balance. When home
and family take over. spirituality can
drop into the background like faded
wallpaper. So it seems that although
Kiarma was materially happy. he
wanted to leave his home.

Lord Caitanya, however, replied
from a different point of view. “Don't
speak like that again,” He said.
“Better to stay at home and always
chant the holy name of Krsna.”

Krsna consciousness is practical. In
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the mature stage one may leave
behind one’s family and home to live
exclusively for Krsna. But until then
one should stay on in one’s home,
keep up with one’s work, and rise
above illusions by following the
standard regulative principles and
chanting Hare Krsna. The basic
regulations are four: no gambling, no
meat-cating, no intoxicants, and no
illicit sex. By following these four
rules and chanting Hare Krsna. one
will stay free from illusions and make
steady progress in spiritual life.

Lord Caitanya further said to
Karma. “Whomever you meet. tell
them the message of Krsna. In this
way, by My order, become a spiritual
master and liberate this land.”
Following the teachings of Lord
Caitanya, under the guidance of one’s
own spiritual master, one can teach
Krsna consciousness to others. In this
way one makes one’s own life perfect
and helps others perfect their lives
also.

Lord Caitanya concluded, “If you
follow this instruction, the waves of
materialistic life won't block your
spiritual advancement. Follow these
regulative principles and we shall
meet here again—or, rather. you will
never lose My company.™

One need not “give everything
up.” One need only take up the
instructions of Lord Caitanya. &3

Jayadvaita Swami is the Editor of
Back to Godhead.



Great Tastin
Healthfl Co klng

amuna Devi, who writes

Back to Godhead’s

“Lord Krishna’s Cuisine”
column, is the award-winning
author of Lord Krishna’s Cui-
sine: The Art of Indian Veg-
etarian Cooking. In her new
book, Yamuna’s Table, she
draws on the cuisines of
many traditions, combining
Indian ingredients with
Western natural foods.
Yamuna’s Table gives new
life to healthy Indian
dishes prepared in con-
temporary kitchens.

Practical and in-

spiring, Yamuna’s Table
is peppered with use-

What the reviewers say about
Yamuna's Table:

“Daring, fresh, and flavor-
packed recipes.”

—Lorna I. Sass, author of Recipes
[from an Ecological Kitchen

“With an inventive flair, Yamuna
H Devi has defily wedded an

ancient culinary tradition to
modern techniques and ingre-
dients . . . a valuable contribution
to lighter, healthier eating.”

—Jeanne Lemlin, author of
Quick Vegetarian Pleasures

“Yamuna's Table unites a gentle,
healing cuisine with our contem-
porary health and environment
concerns. These inspirational

taste buds!”

Brother Ron Pickarski.
author of Friendly Foods

recipes will tease and satisfy your

ful historical tidbits and

hands-on techniques that help
transform eve 1'yda}-' Western
dishes into exotic, healthy
entrées. Favorite Indian
dishes, including chutneys,

yogurt soups, curries, and

spicy sauces, are adapted to
crepes, salads, appetizers, and

Back to Godhead r 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615

JUST

$23oo

Plus $2.50 postage
and handling

NEW From Yamuna Devi!

>
Yamuna’s Table
Healthful Vegetarian Cuisine
Inspired By the Flavors of India

® 336 pages

e More than 200 recipes

other more Western recipes.
Running the gamut from
no-fuss, one-pot vegetarian
meals to more elaborate
presentations, Yamuna’s Table
is more than just a versatile
addition to the kitchen. It’s a
book that promotes well-
being and good health while
building a delicious bridge
between Eastern cuisine and
Western ingredients.

handling.

a total of $

YES! Please send me Yamuna's Table at $23 plus $2.50 for postage and

I have enclosed my check or money order for

book(s) at $25.50 each,

Name
(PFLEASE PRINT)
Address
City State Zip

phone (904) 462-7794.

o0 000 OOSOOOOPTSITOOOOOOESSES

For shipping cost of orders outside the U.S., contact Back 1o Godhead at the above address or

299020000000 OPRPROROROTOOOORRS



A Spiritual Treasure for Your Home

THE DIVINE COUPLE

Brighten and purify your home with this masterpiece of devotion depicting the Supreme Lord, Sri Krs
eternal consort, Srimati Radharani. The artist, Yadurani Devi Dasi, has been producing beautiful paintings of
Krsna since she met Prabhupada in 1966 and is considered ISKCON's foremost authority on Krsna conscious art.

Order your
Matchless Gifts of New York limited-edition

305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, N Y 11217 print now!

[J YES! Please send me copies of The Divine Couple at $108 each. e 415" X 333"
(Add $10 for shipping outside U.S. and Canada) ® Full-color lithograph
[] Enclosed please find my check / money order (in U.S. dollars) for $ . prin ted with sta te-of- the-art
equipment
PLEASE PRINT e Acid —fr ee, museum-qua li Lty
Address paper
: e Fade-resistant inks
City State/Province Zip e Only 1,008 available!

Name

Country Phone For fastest service,
ALLOW SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS FOR DELIVERY call toll-free

1-800-200-HARI




