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Krsna and Yasoda

Sri Krsna Janmastami, the anniversary of Lord Krsna’s appearance,
falls on August 11 this year, and devotees all over the world will
commemorate the event with grand festivals. Although Krsna appeared
as the son of Vasudeva and Devaki, He spent His childhood
with the cowherd king Nanda and his wife, Yasoda. Krsna, although
God, considers Yasoda His “real” mother.
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Statement of Purposes

Back to Godhead magazine is a cultural presen-
tation to respiritualize human society. It aims at
achieving the following purposes:

1. To help all people distinguish more clearly
between reality and illusion. spirit and matter,
the eternal and the temporary.

2. To present Krsna consciousness as taught in
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To help every living being remember and serve
Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

4. To offer guidance in the techniques of spiritual
life.

5. To expose the faults of materialism.

6. To promote a balanced. natural way of life, in-
formed by spiritual values.

7. To increase spiritual fellowship among all living
beings, in relationship with Lord Sri Krsna.

8. To perpetuate and spread the Vedic culture.

9. To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of
God through the sankirtana movement of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
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FROM T

E EDITOR

Case Settled, Temples Free

ISKCON—the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness—has settled out of
court its seventeen-year legal battle with
Robin George and her mother, Marcia.
Though the terms of the agreement are not
to be disclosed, we consider them excellent.
And the six American Hare Krsna temples
the case had threatened to shut down are
now free and clear.

The History

In 1974, Robin George, then fifteen, ran
away from home and lived in ISKCON
temples for about a year. Two years later,
Robin and Marcia sued ISKCON. The
devotees, they charged, had brainwashed
Robin into running away. They had “men-
tally kidnapped™ her, distressing her mother
and causing mortal grief to her father.

A California jury tore into ISKCON
with a $32 million judgment. The judge
reduced it to $9 million. Courts of Appeal
threw out the charge of brainwashing and
cut the judgment to $485,000 (nearly $1
million, counting interest).

In the course of the battle, ISKCON had
brought its case as far as the U.S. Supreme

vice of Krsna, we'll fight all the way to the
Supreme Court. And win.

On every legal point of precedential val-
ue, we prevailed. Preaching is not brain-
washing. Chanting is not mind control.
Vegetarianism is not food deprivation.
Hare Krsna is not Dracula.

In the course of our struggles, we found
friends. Sympathizers donated generously,
scholars came forward to testify for us,
Hindu leaders spoke out on our behalf.
Even leading Christian and Jewish organi-
zations came forward, recognizing that to
safeguard their own rights they need to
stand up for ours.

For the Hare Krsna movementin Ameri-
ca, still young in the early 70’s, the George
case has been partof our growingup. When
the case began, we were still barely past
the generational upheavals of the hippy
era. “Don’t trust anyone over thirty” still

| fresh in our minds, we could shield a

Court. The Supreme Court had sent the |

case back down—and both sides were gird-
ing themselves for the next round, in the
court where the case had begun.

But rather than keep spending to con-
tinue the fight, both sides found it wiser to
reach an agreement.

The Lessons
There were those who had hoped that

fifteen-year-old from her parents without
thought of the consequences. Now many
of us are grandparents. Do we trust peo-
ple under thirty? Sure. But if you're still
a kid and you want to join our temple,
we’ll ask you for a note from mom and
dad.

Finally, we’ve become stronger spiritu-
ally. Living under the constant threat that
ISKCON could literally be sued out of
existence, we had no alternative but to

| stand together in Krsna consciousness and

the Georges” $32-million verdict would |
bring the death of ISKCON. We're de-

lighted to have disappointed them.
With this test behind us, ISKCON is
clearly in America to stay.

We’ve sent a clear message: We're not |
an easy hit. We don’t give up. For the ser- |

depend on Krsna.

Andnow, by Krsna’s grace, we're free. A
burden we’ve borne for seventeen years is
off our backs. Now ISKCON in America is
ready to move forward.

And what have the Georges learned?
We don’t know. As they travel on in their
sojourn from each lifetime to the next, we
wish them well.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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LETTERS

Enlightening, Inspiring, Uplifting
Yes, how enlivening to receive BTG.
BTG is most essential to our Krsna
consciousness. That association
makes us energetic in devotional
service to the Lord. The illustrations
are enlightening to see. And all the
articles are most spiritually uplifting
I look forward to the next issue of

BTG.

I$vara-Rani Devi Dasi and family

Carriere, Mississippi

[ just want to drop you a short note,
thanking you for BTG, this great
source of inspiration. I have been
reading BTG and chanting for 7 years,
and though personally I may be quite
inadequate, [ truly find these teach-
ings to be the only true desire of my
life. So I am very pleased with BTG.
Every issue, as far as [ can remember,
has passed my test. [ cry.
Hare Krsna.
William L. Duke
Nashville, Tennessee

Give Us More About Krsna
I have been reading the new BTG
thoroughly for the last two years. |
appreciate your articles. The maga-
zine should publish more stories from
Bhagavatam directly related to Lord
Krsna and His pastimes. Bhakta Vic’s
article has no place in BTG.
Ram and Rama Chaturvedi
Orange, California

Why Not Run a School?
In the March 1993 issue Urmila Dewvi
Dasi wrote about different vocations

devotees could perform for both spiri- |

tual and material gain. In my relations
with schools I have discovered a great
vocation that is very brahminical—
owning a temple school. I have seen
many Christian churches that have
schools attached to them, run by hus-
band and wife teams. The schools are
on the church property and pay rent
but are privately owned. These
schools teach traditional academics
along with the Christian philosophy.
We need schools in ISKCON. Good

schools run by devoted people. Devo-
tees running a school could make a
reasonable living and do so much for
our children. It seems like a great way
to make a living and always be close to
Krishna.

Pandavavijaya Dasa
Houston, Texas

Maps, Please
[ thoroughly enjoy the articles on
different places in India that you write
about in each issue. But [ tried look-
ing on a map to find the small towns
and can't find them. A suggestion: in
future issues, is it possible to show a
small map of India where these cities
are?
Mike Schneider
Tampa, Florida

Good suggestion. Will do.

Places for Guests
I should like to suggest that a list of
ISKCON centers that offer guest
accommodations be published in a
future issue of BTG and that when-
ever an updated list of ISKCON
centers appears in BTG, the availabil-
ity of guest accommodations be
indicated on the list.
A. Bhat
Middlesex, U.K.

By Srila Prabhupada’s order, every
ISKCON center tries to offer accom-
modations for ISKCON's life mem-
bers. Some centers can provide more
comfort than others. And some centers
have large guesthouses. Your sugges-
tion is worthwhile. Look for the list in
an upcoming issue.

Milk: It’s for Everyone
I really liked the article “Is Milk for
Everyone?” We need more articles

like this to counter the false propa-

ganda against drinking milk. Here at
our restaurant we are putting copies
on every table.

I would like to add that aside from
cardamom and saffron as mucus
reducers in milk, more effective are
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ginger, cinnamon, cloves, black pep-
per, and honey. (Honey, of course,
should not be cooked but added after-
wards.) Honey has the dual function
of reducing mucus and providing
sweetening, which, as noted in the
article, is important for the proper
digestion of milk.

Syamasundara Dasa

Laguna Beach, California

Sharing Back to Godhead
The article on Tulasi Devi really
opened my eyes and enthused me.
While traveling on a train to Canada I
met someone interested, and that
BTG was the only small publication I
had on me, so I gave it away. But |
definitely want a copy for myself.
Enclosed is a check for $4.00. Thank
you very much.

Sadhvi Dasi

Lewistown, Pennsylvania

The Controversy Over Ayodhya
I wish to comment regarding
ISKCON'’s uninvolvement in liberat-
ing Rama Janma Bhumi [the birth-
place of Lord Sri Rama] and in the
future of Krishna Janma Bhumi, the
holiest of all Vaisnava holy places.
At Bhaktivedanta Manor in Lon-
don, where I have had the privilege to
obtain the darshan of Sri Sri Radha
Gokulananda over the last fifteen
years, since 1981 an active campaign
has been fought to keep the temple
open for all visitors. So also in New
York and other parts of America,
ISKCON temples have taken their
fight to the courts of America. Even
our Founder-Acarya, His Divine

| Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Prabhupadaji, fought a campaign in
the courts of Bombay for the rightful
possession of the land where now the
Sri Sri Radha-Rasavihari temple
stands.

Finally, I humbly cite the example

| of Lord Sri Caitanya. Over 500 years

ago the Kazi of Navadwip ordered the
followers of Lord Caitanya not to
chant and dance or play mridanga on
the streets, since the noise disturbed



the residents. So what was the reac-
tion of the Lord? Did He ask His
followers to simply leave the area and
go to the forest for sankirtana so that
the people would not get disturbed?

Far from it: He showed through
example that dharmic activity could
not be checked by adharma. He gath-
ered His followers, and others also,
and led a public disobedience march
right up to the door of the Kazi.

All this tells us that we should be
peaceful as long as we (dharma) are
not threatened. Otherwise we should
consume the opposition (adharma)
like wildfire.

ISKCON should be at the fore-
front of the campaign to uproot the
adharma slapped on the most holy of
the holy places—Rama Janma Bhumi
and Krsna Janma Bhumi.

J. P. Patel
London, England

[ have been following the various
editorials on the Ayodhya conflict in
Hinduism Today, The New York
Times, ete. I found your BTG com-
mentary the most complete yet. It is a
complicated issue, and you have
handled it expertly.

Badrinarayana Dasa

San Diego, California

Front-Cover Errors

Since BTG is like scripture and its
covers are worshipable, I feel con-
strained to comment on your March/
April cover and its explanation.

The story of this art is that a well-
known scholar in India, who wrote
during the time of Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati, claimed that this
painting in miniature was found on a
wooden cover for a leaf manuscript of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam and was
executed by an artist in the court of
Maharaja Prataparudra. Since this
painting was done contemporane-
ously to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, it
now became the nearest thing to a
photograph of the Lord.

It seems from your cover explana-
tion that you accept this assertion.

However, there is a dispute amongst
scholars as to the authenticity of this
painting. The scholar in question,

D. C. Sen, once met with Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta, but was not recognized to
write authoritatively about Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. Although he was
perhaps the first to render the Bhakti
Ratnakara into English, there are
ample inaccuracies in his books. What
is questioned in this painting is
whether the scene took place, with all
of the personalities depicted.

There are several modern rendi-
tions of the original painting, all with
variations. The scene shows Sri
Gadadhara reading from the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and seated around him
are Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Nitya-
nanda Prabhu, and Advaita Prabhu.
On either side of Gadadhara are
Srivasa Thakura and perhaps Rupa
Gosvami. Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya
is depicted in the background, kneel-
ing rather than sitting. A turbaned
King Prataparudra is prostrating
himself before the group. In most of
the modern renditions Haridasa Tha-
kura is standing in the background,
hanging his clothes on the clothes-
line. Sometimes other important per-
sonalities such as Ramananda Raya
are included. Curiously, Srila Svarupa
Damodara is excluded.

The rendition by the ISKCON
artist Pariksit Dasa is different from

| other modern renditions. Advaita

Prabhu, who was considerably older
than Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, is
traditionally shown with white hair
and beard, and not with the gleaming
black hair of a younger person. Hari-
dasa Thakura, shown in most rendi-
tions as bearded, is absent. Sri
Gadadhara is shown having what
appears to be either a South Indian or
a Kashmiri sikha [the tuft of hair
devotees keep at the back of the
head], when in fact, being from Ben-
gal, he is more likely to have one in

the Gaudiya Vaisnava style. Also, the
| clothes on the line have been elon-

gated to appear like dhotis, whereas
in other renditions the clothes are

BAack To GODHEAD

5

usually short in the babaji style of
dress.

I do not think the ISKCON artist
was commissioned to make this paint-
ing to illustrate Srila Prabhupada’s
Caitanya-caritamrita, because scrip-
ture does not describe this particular
event with all these personalities
present.

Your dating in the cover explana-
tion is questionable. It is risky to state
dates for Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's
[pastimes], because there is such a
paucity of them listed authoritatively
in Caitanya-caritamrita. In fact Krsna
dasa Kaviraja gives only three: 1486
A.D., the appearance of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu; 1534, the Lord’s disap-
pearance (Adi 13.9); and 1616, the
date given for the completion of
Caitanya-caritamrita in the book’s very
last couplet. (The Saka calendar is
converted to the Christian one by
adding 79 years.)

Regarding your dates for Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu’s residence in Puri,

| obviously 1544 is a printer’s devil,

because the correct one is 1534. From
where did you get 15207 Srila Prabhu-
pada says in the summary of Chapter
20 of the Antya-lila that Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu lived in Puri for twelve
years. This observation is based on
verse 20.69, which describes that Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu experienced
ecstatic bliss for twelve years. That
would give us 1522. However, this date
should be taken to refer to the Lord’s
deep absorption in rapture rather than
when He commenced residing in Puri.
The Caitanya-caritamrita clearly
reports that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
traveled for six years after taking
sannyasa and lived in Puri for 18 years
(Adi 13.12-13). Thus, the Lord’s Puri
residence began in 1516.
Brahmananda Dasa
Merrifield, Virginia

We want to hear from you. Please send
correspondence to: The Editors, Back

| to Godhead, P O. Box 430, Alachua,

FL 32615, USA.
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FIXED IN THE
HIGHER NATURE

When we’re ready, Krsna will release us from the grip
of illusion and bring us to His world of freedom.

A lecture given in New York, July 25, 1966

by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Jjanma karma ca me divyam
evarm yo vetti tattvatah
tyaktva dehariv punar janma
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna

“One who knows the transcendental na-
ture of My appearance and activities does
not, upon leaving the body, take his birth
againin this material world, but attains My
eternal abode, O Arjuna.”
—Bhagavad-gita 4.9

ORD KRSNA SAYS, “My birth and
activities are all transcendental, and
anyone who can understand the
transcendental activities, appearance, and
disappearance of the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead in truth becomes a liber-
ated person.” Tyaktvd means “by quit-
ting.” By giving up the present material
body, he is at once transferred to the spiri-
tual world. He does not have to come back

understanding the transcendental activi-
ties of Sri Krsna, by Krsna consciousness,
one can become liberated. And what is
the result of that liberation? Thatisstated

| in the Eighth Chapter of the Bhagavad-

to the material world to get another body. |
He at once develops his own spiritual body |

just like Krsna’s. This is the process: Sim-
ply by understanding Krsna’s transcen-
dental activities, appearance, and disap-
pearance, one becomes fully spiritualized.

The spiritual body is already existing.
[ am spirit. I have my spiritual body, but

gita. The Lord says, mam upetya tu kaun-
teyva duhkhalayam asasvatam napnuvanti
... "My dear Arjuna, Kaunteya (son of
Kunti), please note that anyone who
comes to Me does not come again to the
material world, which is duhkhalayam, a
place of misery.”

The Place of Misery and Impermanence

The material world is certified by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead as a
place of misery. Now, if this place is made
for that purpose—just to give us miseries
only—how can you make it a place of
happiness? The place is meant for misery.
So Lord Krsna says, “Anyone who comes
back to Me doesn’t have to return to this
place of miseries.”

We are deluded, illusioned. We are
accepting this place asa permanent settle-
ment. We are making plans, so many plans,
to make a permanent settlement, but the
Lord says not only that this is a world full
of misery, but also that you cannot remain
here permanently. However you plan to

that body is now covered by matter. Soby | live here permanently, you cannot live

Left: Lord Krsna as Gopala, the protector of the cows.
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You may live for some years very comfortably,
but cruel death will come and snatch you from your
comfortable position and put you into
another position. And this is beyond your control.

here. You have to give up this place.
You can spoil your energy trying to
make this material world very comfort-
able, or you may live for some years
very comfortably, but cruel death will
come and snatch you from your com-
fortable position and put you into an-
other position. And this is beyond your
control. You cannot say, “1 have made
my position secure. I have become
comfortable by great endeavor, by ad-
vancement of economic development,
by advancement of material science.
Let me remain here. I am happy.™

Time will say, “No, that will not be
allowed. You must leave at once. with-
out delay.”

When your President Kennedy was
in a procession and the time came, he
had to leave everything at once—at
once—without any hesitation. You can-
not hesitate.

We are in the grip of the material
nature. However we may declare our-
selves independent, we are not inde-
pendent. We are dependent, completely
dependent. We may foolishly mislead
ourselves with a false sense of indepen-
dence, but we are completely under the
control of the material nature. The ma-
terial nature is so strong that to get out
of our entanglement is very difficult.
But there is a way. That is described in
the Bhagavad-gita: mam eva ye prapad-
vante mayam etam taranti te: “ Anyone
who surrenders unto Me [Krsna] can
easily cross beyond the material ener-
gy.” The whole process of material
nature is going on under the principle
that we must go back to the eternal
world to get our eternal life of bliss and
knowledge.

These things are awaiting us. But if
we donot try to attain that sublime posi-
tion and we spoil our energy trying to
adjust this temporary material world,
that is our foolishness. In the Seventh
Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita(7.15) the
Lord says:

na marn duskrtino miidhah
prapadyante naradhamah

mavayapahrta-jiiand
asuwrarit-bhavam asritah

“There are persons who are miscreants,
foolish, the lowest of humankind, and
who have been plundered of their real
knowledge by the stringent laws of ma-
terial nature. Such people do not come
unto Me.”

It we study Bhagavad-gita we have
to take Bhagavad-gira as it is. We can-
not give our own interpretation just
to suit our purpose. It has already been
explained in this Fourth Chapter that
Bhagavad-gitais understood by the par-
ampardsystem, the disciplicsuccession.
So we have to take this knowledge from
the disciplic succession. The Bhagavad-
gita was spoken some millions of years
agoto thesun-god. That is also stated in
the Gita. The sun-god taught Bhagavad-
gita to Manu, and Manu instructed Iks-
vaku. In this way the Bhagavad-gita
comes by disciplic succession. But dur-
ing the time of the Kuruksetra war, that
great philosophy of the yoga system—
Bhagavad-gita—waslost, and therefore
Lord Krsna again taught it to Arjuna.
Therefore if we want to understand the
Gita we have to understand it as Arjuna
understood it. That is the process.

No Birth and Death

Here the Lord says, “My appear-
ance and disappearance...” Mark these
words—appearance and disappearance.
The words birth and death are not appli-
cable to the Lord. Birth and death apply
to the material body. The material body
has its birth, and the material body has
its death. But the spiritual body is eter-
nal. It hasneitherbirth nordeath. There-
fore in relation to the spiritual body. the
exact language to be used is “appear-
ance and disappearance.”

[ have several times given the ex-
ample of the sun. The sun appears and
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disappears. For the sun there is no ques-
tion of birth and death, because the sun
is eternal. So when the Lord comes, He
is just like the sun appearing and disap-
pearing. That we do not see Krsna does
not mean that He is not present.

Of course, when we acquire transcen-
dental senses we will see Krsna through
the Bhagavad-gita. The Bhagavad-gita
is Krsna. It is not different from Krsna.
That is the sense of absolute knowl-
edge. In the absolute world there is no
difference between the person and the
person’s words. My words or my songs
are being recorded on a tape recorder,
but they are different from me. This is
the world of duality. But in the absolute
world, there is no such difference.

We are chanting Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare. The
name Krsna and the personality Krsna
are the same. When I hear the transcen-
dental sound vibration Krsna, that
means Krsna is on my tongue, on my
ear. Therefore, if we chant this vibra-
tion of transcendental sound with devo-
tion and attention, that is the highest
type of meditation and yoga.

And it is very easy. The process is
that youchant Hare Krsna and you hear
exactly the same sound. So your mind is
concentrated on the sound Krsna, and
Krsna is not different from that sound.
Therefore when we chant Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama. Rama Rama,
Hare Hare, the chanting is as good as
Krsna. Therefore it is stated here, “My
appearance, disappearance, activities,
and glories are divyam.” Divyam means
transcendental. They do not belong to
this world of duality.

The Higher Nature
Transcendental means above dual-
ity. That is the nature of the absolute
world. So one is liberated by under-
standing these facts—that Krsna is
(please tirn to page 47)



LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

Eagerness to Attain
Krsna Consciousness

by Satsvartpa Dasa Goswami

SRILA PRABHUPADA OFTEN
instructed us on the importance of
cultivating eagerness, or the strong
desire to attain Krsna. He said we
should desire and hanker after the
supreme kingdom if we really want to
achieve it. Once, a young man asked
him what it was like to desire Krsna,
and Srila Prabhupada replied, “What
do you feel when you see a pretty girl
walking down the street?” The boy
was surprised. “You mean it’s like
that?” As aspiring transcendentalists,
we are not interested in pretty girls or
any material thing, but that quality of
spontaneous desire, that eagerness—
that is what we want to feel, but in
relation to Krsna.

[ have recently been reading some
verses in Srimad-Bhagavatam about
eagerness for becoming Krsna
conscious and how Krsna works with
us to try to increase our eagerness. In
the First Canto of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam the great sage Narada
tells his disciple Vyasadeva how in his
(Narada’s) previous life he got the
association of some Vaisnavas, pure
devotees of the Lord, who stayed for
several months at the inn where his
mother was engaged as a maidservant.
Narada tells how as a young boy of
only five years, he brought those
devotees prasadam, sanctified food
which had been offered first to the
Supreme Lord. With the permission
of those devotees he took the rem-
nants of the food, and he also heard
from them about the attractive
activities of Lord Krsna. He relates
how, as he did these things, all his
sinful activities went away and his real |
spiritual self was revealed to him.

Vyasadeva was interested to hear
about this and wanted to hear more.
When the spiritual master talks about
his life, the disciple is always inter-
ested to hear. I remember how Srila

Prabhupada sometimes told us things
about his own life, and even if we had
heard them before, we were always
eager to hear Prabhupada tell these
stories again. So it was in that mood
that Vyasadeva, hearing about Sri

| Narada’s birth and activities, wanted
| to hear more.

In the association of pure devotees, |

| Narada went on, his eagerness for
| Krsna consciousness developed, but

after they departed, leaving him in the
care of his affectionate mother, this
eagerness diminished. So when his
mother suddenly died, bitten by a
snake, he took this as special mercy of
the Lord. Prabhupada writes, “*Confi-
dential devotees of the Lord see in
every step a benedictory direction of
the Lord. What is considered to be an
odd or difficult moment in the
mundane sense is accepted as special
mercy of the Lord.” Now Narada,

| although still a boy of only five years,

could depend fully on all the hearing
and chanting he had done with the
sages.

Narada took up the life of a
traveling mendicant, and soon he had
an amazing experience. He tells
Vyasa, “As soon as | began to
meditate upon the lotus feet of the
Personality of Godhead with my mind
transformed in transcendental love,
tears rolled down my eyes, and
without delay the Personality of
Godhead Sri Krsna appeared on the
lotus of my heart. The transcendental
form of the Lord, as it is, satisfies the
mind’s desire and at once erases all

| mental incongruities. Upon losing

that form, I suddenly got up, being
perturbed, as is usual when one loses

| something which is desirable.”

So it seems that Narada Muni
glimpsed the Lord, but then the Lord
went away and it was a great shock
for him. Srila Prabhupada describes
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this in such an appealing way. “For
the whole duration of our lives we go
see different forms in the material
world, but none of them is just apt to
satisfy the mind, nor can any one of
them vanquish all perturbance of the
mind. These are the special features
of the transcendental form of the
Lord, and one who has once seen that

| form is not satisfied with anything

else; no form in the material world
can any longer satisfy the seer.”
Krsna Himself explained to
Narada the reason for His sudden
disappearance. “O virtuous one. you
have only once seen My person, and
this is just to increase your desire for
Me, because the more you hanker for
Me, the more you will be freed from

| all material desires.” Elsewhere in the

scriptures it is stated that eagerness is
the price one has to pay to achieve
success in Krsna consciousness. We
shouldn’t think that Krsna is playing a
cruel trick on His devotee, some sort
of hide-and-seek game: “You saw Me,

| but I am not going to let you see Me
| again, for no reason.” He wants to

increase the devotee’s eagerness to

| see Him again, as it is this eagerness

that will bring the devotee to the
perfectional stage, where he will be
qualified to go back to Godhead.

[ am not Narada, but [ am trying to
think how this has some relevance for
me. In commenting on this verse,
Prabhupada says we should go on
serving Krsna and this will increase
our hankering. “The more a person is
engaged in the transcendental loving
service of the Lord, the more he
acquires a hankering for it. That is the
nature of godly service. Material
service has satiation, whereas spiritual
service of the Lord has neither
satiation nor end. . . . By intense
service to the Lord, one can experi-
ence the presence of the Lord



transcendentally. Therefore, seeing
the Lord means being engaged in His
service because His service and His
person are identical.”

If we are performing devotional
service but not feeling an increase in
eagerness, that means we are doing
something wrong. We should inquire
from the spiritual master, from the
scriptures, from other devotees, and
from within our own hearts, “Why
isn't mV hankering for Krsna increas-
ing?” If instead we are feeling, “This
is enough, I have found a good niche
in Krsna consciousness,” that is not a
good sign. That is complacency. To
actually attain the audience of Krsna,
to get His association, we must go on
increasing our desire and eagerness to
see and serve Him.

As natural as it is for a young man

| to be attracted to a pretty girl, as
| cager as a young girl is to be with that

young man, that is how natural it is

| for the pure soul to be attracted to

Krsna. We should aspire to have such
eagerness Lo attain Krsna conscious-
ness. If Krsna sees we are sincere and
eager to serve Him and our spiritual
master, then He will direct us how and
where to do it. Krsna can deal with us
in so many ways, perhaps by first
giving us the mercy of this eagerness,
or by first seeing our sincere activities

| in devotional service and then giving

us mercy. There is no set law, but if we

| do feel this increased hankering, we

LORD KRSNA’S CUISINE

COOKING CLASS: LESSON EIGHT

should mostly think that we haven’t
really done anything, that it is simply
due to the mercy of the Lord.

by Yamuna Devi

DOES POTATO-CAULIFLOWER
Janaki, Eggplant-Coconut Murari,
Spinach Karunamayi, Potato Salad
Mukunda, or Brussels Sprouts
Annapurna ring a bell with you? If so,
you're either a veteran of the Hare
Krsna movement from 1967 or well
versed in its early history. These are
names coined by disciples of Srila
Prabhupada for vegetable dishes he
made in his San Francisco kitchen.

No aspect of devotional cooking
has been more satisfying for me than
working with vegetables, not only
because of the increasing number of
organic vegetables sold commercially,
but because seedsmen offer home
gardeners hundreds more unique
seeds for cultivation. Cooks world-
wide know the rewards of planting,
growing, harvesting, cooking, and
finally offering vegetables in the
temple.

And—surprise—you don’t need a
garden plot to grow veggies. I've
cultivated them in containers on
patios, rooftops, balconies. and front

| walkways. To get an idea of the seed

varieties available in America, leaf
through Shepherd’s Garden Seeds
catalog (203-482-3638). You'll find
fourteen types of beans, seven beets,
nine corns, sixteen lettuces, scores of
herbs, and so on. Check with local
nurseries for similar seeds or for
plants.

Srila Prabhupada’s Early Lessons

In my first unpublished cookbook,
a calligraphed manuscript compiled
some twenty-six years ago, the
vegetable introduction reads:
satisfy Lord Krsna, learn perfection in
every step of cooking. To avoid
overcooking vegetables, regulate the
heat source and adjust cooking times
with refined senses.” While these

| terse statements are incomplete, they
| do offer novice cooks a few insights

into devotional vegetable cookery.
What's needed is expertise, judgment,
and an awareness of Lord Krsna’s
presence.

The 1967 San Francisco temple
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“To best

If we want the story of our devo-

tional service to be a success story,

we should deliberate individually on

| our own lives and see what we can

do to increase our eagerness to attain
Krsna. Seeing our efforts, the Lord
will certainly help us, just as He
helped Sri Narada. And as follow-
ers of Prabhupada, if we especially
want to experience the special
atmosphere of eternal Vrndavana,
where Krsna constantly enacts His

| enchanting pastimes, we must simply

become eager for that transcendental
goal.

Satsvariapa Dasa Goswami is the
author of more than two dozen books,
including a six-volume biography of

| Srila Prabh upada.

Vegetable Basics 101

| housed a near balance of men and
| women, many eager to learn cooking

from Srila Prabhupada. Our first
apprentice task was cutting vege-
tables. Learning how to cut vegetables
into uniform sizes and shapes is an
art. You learn how to mince, dice,
cube, chiffonade, julienne, roll-cut,
finely chop, coarsely chop, thinly slice,
trim in smooth ovals, and so on. Daily
practice is the only way to precision
cutting. If you’'re following the class
series, refer to these techniques in the
class textbook, Lord Krishna's
Cuisine, and practice with every vege-
table you touch.

Vegetable Basics

In retrospect, I'm somewhat in awe
of the masterful way Srila Prabhu-
pada introduced students to vegetable
cookery. He didn’t teach with recipes
but showed us how three cooking
methods and seasonings affect the
final taste and texture of a dish. The
following instructions will let you

| make numerous dishes with potatoes.



By using the same ingredients and
changing heat, seasonings, and the
size of vegetables, you can give each
dish a different taste, texture, and
appearance. To keep the fat content
of dry-textured vegetable dishes to a
minimum, I recommend using a
heavy-bottomed nonstick pan. Now
let’s look at three cooking methods
and three seasoning options.

COOKING METHODS

Cooking Method 1

Sautéed Dry Potatoes
(cooked without water)

Sauté small pieces of uniformly cut
potatoes—ijulienned, diced, or dia-
gonal sliced—in seasoned ghee or oil
in an open pan until they’re partially
cooked and partially browned. As
they cook, turn them frequently to
keep them from browning unevenly
or sticking.

From here on, there are two
options. The first is to reduce the heat
to medium-low and stir-fry until the
potatoes are tender and golden
brown. The second is to add liquid
and, by controlling the heat, cook to
tenderness so that when the liquid has
evaporated, the potatoes are dry and
golden brown. This method also
works well with yams, beets, parsnips,
carrots, or sweet potatoes.

Cooking Method 2

Sautéed Potatoes (cooked in broth)

Sauté the potato cubes briefly in

seasoned oil or ghee, and then simmer

them in an aromatic broth until
they're tender. Four finished textures
are possible: potato stew, potatoes in
a sauce, moist potatoes, and crusty,
dry potatoes. Heat control and timing
are important in controlling the
finished texture of the dish. Other
vegetables suitable for this method
include beans, cauliflower, eggplants,
and winter and summer squash.

Cooking Method 3

Precooked Potatoes in Seasoned
Ghee, Sauce, or Broth

Bake, steam, boil. {ry, or roast new
potatoes until they’re almost tender,

and then cut them into the desired
shapes. Finish cooking the potatoes in
seasoned ghee, brown them in oil, and
add stock, or fold them into seasoned
yogurt, gravy, or sauce. This method
works well with almost any vegetable.

SEASONING OPTIONS

Now let’s explore cooking one pound
of potatoes with the cooking methods
just mentioned and the seasoning
options below. A blend of spices
toasted in ghee or oil is called a
chaunk. When chilies or spice seeds

| are toasted, volatile oils lying dormant

are released, and their true flavor
emerges. Seasonings should be toas-
ted until they darken a few shades; if
they turn brownish-black or burn, the
flavor will be pungent and unpleasant.
In our temple in 1967, most vegeta-
bles were made with the first season-
ing blend.

Seasoning 1
1-3 tablespoons ghee or unrefined
corn oil
Vi teaspoon crushed dried chilies
1 teaspoon cumin seeds

Advertisement

Srila Prabhupada’s
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* With Background Music and Sound Effects
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2 teaspoon turmeric

3—4 tablespoons water or stock for
Method 1; 1-2 cups for Methods
2 and 3

salt and freshly ground pepper

2 tablespoons chopped cilantro or
parsley

Seasoning 2

Same as Seasoning 1, except replace
the dried chilies with 1-2 teaspoons

chopped hot green chilies and add 4
tablespoon grated ginger root.

Seasoning 3
Same as Seasoning 2, except add:
1 teaspoon mustard seeds
Y4 teaspoon ground yellow
asafetida
Y2 tablespoon ground coriander

EXAMPLES

Example of
Cooking Method 1

Indian-Style Hash Browns

Cut 1 pound of potatoes into 2inch
dice. Heat the ghee or oil in a heavy
nonstick skillet over moderate heat.
When the skillet is hot but not

¥

smoking, add the chilies and spice
seeds and fry them until the cumin
darkens a few shades and the mustard
seeds, if you're using them, turn grey
and pop. (If you're using Seasoning 2,
add green chilies and ginger and fry
them a few seconds). Add the pota-
toes at once, raise the heat slightly,
and sauté the potatoes until they’re
partially cooked and lightly browned.
Reduce the heat to low and stir in

| the ground spices. At this point, you

can add liquid. Stirring occasionally,
cook the potatoes covered or uncov-
ered until they're fork-tender, golden,
and crusty. Season with salt and
pepper and sprinkle with herbs.

Example of
Cooking Method 2

Potatoes in Aromatic Broth

Cut 1 pound of potatoes into 1-inch
cubes. Heat half of the ghee or oil in a
heavy nonstick saucepan over moder-
ately high heat. When the saucepan is
hot but not smoking, add the red or
green chilies, the spice seeds, and the
ginger. Fry as above. Add the asa-

| fetida and fry a few seconds; then stir

in the potatoes. Sauté until the cubes

| are lightly browned.

Stir in the ground spices, half of

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

by Rohininandana Dasa

NOW THAT I LIVE IN the country, I'm
more aware of the predictable pattern
of nature. I notice how trees and
creatures in and around my cottage
submit themselves to the laws of the
universe, as if even they recognize a
superior power. At an ordained time
they sprout and grow, shed their
leaves or fur, and reproduce and die.
As I watch with fascination, 1
sometimes forget that the same cre-
ative and destructive principles are
also at work on my own body and its

offspring. But at night, when one by
one my children, my wife, and I
succumb to sleep, I sense our subser-
vience to the regulation of the vast
mechanism of the universe.
Regulation is an intrinsic part of
yoga, too. Yoga is the art of living
within the universe and ultimately
becoming liberated from its stringent
laws. So in bhakti-yoga, devotees use
regulation to help awaken their
eternal love for Lord Krsna, which is
the only sure means to permanent
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the herbs, and 2 14 cups of liquid. Par-
tially cover, reduce the heat to low, and
gently cook until the potatoes are ten-
der, resting in an aromatic broth. Sea-
son with salt and pepper. Finish with
the remaining ghee or oil and the herbs.

| Example of

¢ Regulation: The Path to
Freedom and Love

Cooking Method 3

Crusty Potatoes with Herb Yogurt

Bake 1 pound of Idaho potatoes until
they’re tender. Cool, peel, and cut
them into Y4-inch-thick julienne.

Heat the ghee or oil in a heavy
nonstick skillet over moderate heat.
When the ghee or oil is hot but not
smoking, add the spices as above. Stir
in the potatoes and fry them long
enough to warm them through and
coat them with spices.

Remove the potatoes from the heat
and season them with salt and pepper.
Stir the herbs into ¥ cup of nonfat

| yogurt or sour cream and fold this into

the potatoes just before you offer it to
Krsna.

Yamuna Devi is the author of Lord

| Krishna’s Cuisine; The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna's
Table. She is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post.

liberation.
Of Srila Prabhupada’s books, The

| Nectar of Devotion most systemati-
| cally describes sadhana-bhakti, or the

regulative practice of bhakti-yoga.
Sadhana means the method for attain-
ing something, and bhakti means
devotion to Krsna. Sadhana-bhakti
develops in two parts: vaidhi and
raganuga. Vaidhi means to follow
rules and regulations of bhakti-yoga
under the order of a spiritual master,
and raganuga means to follow them



out of spontaneous attraction for
Krsna.

Like a baby’s ability to walk, love
for Krsna lies inherent within us. By
practicing the simple principles of
vaidhi-bhakti, we can all develop
spontaneous attraction and affection
for the Lord.

You can begin vaidhi-bhakti by
making a daily practice of the Krsna
conscious activities you already like to
do. If you like to offer incense to a
picture of Lord Krsna or His pure
devotee, you can make this offering a
part of your daily devotional service.

[t will become a duty you'll be careful
to remember, and you'll progress from
liking to burn incense in your room, to
offering it to Lord Krsna before you
enjoy it, and finally to offering it at
His convenience and for His pleasure
only. (Of course, as you master this
art, your pleasure will increase hun-
dreds and hundreds of times.)

Similarly you can offer a flower, a
fruit, or fresh water daily and clean
the place where you make your offer- |
ings. In this way you can gradually add |
Krsna to all the phases of your life. !

Suppose you like to chant on your
beads. Commit yourself to chanting a

“THIS WORLD IS A PLACE of misery
and suffering.” Is it? Well, maybe. But
to me it seems like it ain’t . . . It’s just
boring as hell.

You know, when I hear someone
say the world is a place of suffering, I
just can’t relate. I mean, sure there’s a
pretty big earthquake in Transylvania
now and then; and yeah, a few bloody
riots in Zimbabwe—but 99% of the
time my main problem is trying to
find a decent sitcom rerun on TV.

That’s the story of my life: a group
of events strung together, a series of
attempts at boredom evasion. Crack a
joke. Turn the channel. Call a friend.
Blast the stereo. Chew some gum. Go
to a show. Scribble. Write a Shake-
spearean love sonnet . . . Whatever.

STRAIGHT TALK

Is This Suffering?

by Vraja Kishor Dasa

certain number of rounds on your
beads every day. If a day goes by and
you haven't finished your quota,
vou’ll naturally remember, “Oh, I
haven't finished my rounds. I'd better
finish them before I go to bed.” The
same principle can apply to reading
Srila Prabhupada’s books: you can
make a commitment to read a certain
number of pages or a certain amount
of time every day. In this way you'll
make great spiritual progress.

Don’t worry that setting up spiri-
tual regulation will make your life
stereotyped or boring, as material
habits and customs are apt to do. Like
Krsna’s words, spiritual duties are
ever fresh, and they’ll help your indi-
viduality and originality come to the
surface.

It you stick as rigidly as possible to
your regulation, despite sometimes
feeling lethargic or despondent. you’ll
find that in the face of obstacles you’ll
become enlivened and surcharged.
Bhakti-yoga is both the means and
the end of transcending duality, for it
is nondifferent from Krsna Himself.

Sometimes you may even wonder
why you took up Krsna consciousness
in the first place. Such thoughts arise

Somehow—escape.
But the boredom always returns,

| leaking in around the edges.

Why? *Cause that’s the way it is.

That’s one thing the material world is

made of: boredom.

We don't want to hear that. We
can’t stand being bored. It’s not right.
It’s not fair. I don’t deserve it!

[ really don't. The soul is full of
vibrancy and constantly intensifying
newness. And that’s why we loathe
family picnics. And that’s why we're
dissatisfied. We're not supposed to be

| bored. But we are.

Why? How has the all-adventurous

| soul gone bland? Because he has put
| himself into the world of make-

believe.
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because we are influenced by material
nature, and our conditioned minds
tend to accept something one minute
and reject it the next.

It the force of your material
conditioning and bad habits make you
feel like quitting, you can submit
yourself to Krsna and expect His
mercy. Because we are the Lord’s tiny
expansions, and in one sense nondif-
ferent from Him, He naturally loves
us, regardless of our condition. Krsna
will unfailingly help us should we
simply make an effort—or even desire
to make an effort—in His direction.
*God helps those who help them-
selves.” Everything ultimately
depends on Lord Krsna’s mercy. And
if you resolve to follow what Krsna
terms “the regulative principles of
freedom” despite any impediments
and difficulties, you will undoubtedly
be a recipient of the Lord’s “complete
mercy” (Bg. 2.64). Just imagine that!

Rohininandana Dasa and Radha
Priya Dast would like to correspond
with anyone interested in living near
them. Write to them at Woodgate
Cottage, Beckley Nr. Rye, E. Sussex
TN31 6UH, UK.

For the soul to interact with the

material world, he has to make
believe. Make believe he’s some
eighteen-year-old guy with his first
driver’s license. Make believe he’s
some proud new grandpa. Make
believe he’s the body.

See, everything in life happens to
the body—the soul has to make
believe it means something to him.
Nothing directly touches him. No tear,
no fear. Everything is vicarious—
secondhand life.

After 72 billion zillion lifetimes, it
gets pretty stale. And so we're bored.
That is real suffering. When someone
says this is a world of suffering, that's
often what he really means. Not that
there’s some grandstand fireworks



display of tear-jerking tragedy. It’s just
boredom. Terminally recurrent
boredom.

But the spiritual world ain’t some
cartoon funny factory where everyone
trips on laughing gas all day. It’s not
some big goody-two-shoes Good
Samaritan smile. Or some fat angel
with a harp.

The spiritual world is where the
soul stops the make-believe. There
experience is not vicarious or second-
hand. Every emotion reaches in and
grabs you by the throat, strangles
you, tickles you, beats you up, and
caresses you. There you live as you
know you're supposed to—exciting,
adventurous, dangerous, yet at the
same time thrillingly soft, quiet, and
safe.

In the material world. even in our
deepest suffering, we're not suffering.
The self in this world is in a body cast.
Stagnating. Isolated. Unable to feel.

That is hell.

In Sri Vrndavana, Krsna’s dearest
girlfriends (the gopis) are anything
but bored.

To get a rough idea what the gopis’
life is like at any given second, take all
the happiest, most thrilling moments
of everyone in the world and pile
them together into a big mountain.
That “mountain” would seem smaller
than a pebble when placed next to the
unguessable heights of sheer excite-
ment the gopis experience by meeting

| their Krsna.

Now take all the heart-wrenching

| torments and tragedies of the world

and put them all together. They'd
seem hardly a scrap of paper blowing
in the breeze, next to the bottomless
desperation the gopis feel when apart
from their Krsna.

Theirs is the world of full color,
ours the world in black & white. We
can live in full color. That’s Krsna
consciousness.

Otherwise, I guess there might be
an “I Love Lucy™ rerun at 4:30. . . .

Vraja Kishor Dasa (formerly Bhakta
Vic of 108) joined the Hare Krsna
movement about three years ago. He
recently received spiritual initiation
from Dhanurdhara Swami in Vinda-
vana, India. He and his band (called
108) are based at ISKCON's temple in
Washington, D.C.

SCHOOLING KRSNA’S CHILDREN

Your Kids
Andthe One-Eyed Guru

by Urmila Devi Dasi

WHEN OUR OLDEST SON, Madhava,
now eighteen, was small, he had few
toys—some blocks, some clay. We
never had a television or a video
player, so he played with his toys in
imitation of what he saw—worship of
Krsna, chanting of His names,
initiation ceremonies, bathing of the
Deity. Today, having grown up
without television, he has transformed
his childhood play into adult service
to the Lord.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.3.15)
Prabhupada describes the benefit of
growing up in a family of devotees:

By the grace of Lord Sri Krsna, we
had the chance of being born in a
Vaisnava family, and in our child-
hood we imitated the worship of
Lord Krsna by imitating our father.
Our father encouraged us in all
respects to observe all functions
such as the Ratha-yatra and Dola-
yatra ceremonies, and he used to
spend money liberally for distribut-
ing prasada to us children and our

friends. Our spiritual master. who
also took his birth in a Vaisnava
family, got all inspirations from his
great Vaisnava father. Thakura
Bhaktivinoda. That is the way of all
lucky Vaisnava families. The
celebrated Mira Bai was a staunch
devotee of Lord Krsna as the great
lifter of Govardhana Hill.

The life history of many such
devotees is almost the same because
there is always symmetry between
the early lives of all great devotees
of the Lord. According to Jiva
Gosvami, Maharaja Pariksit must
have heard about the childhood
pastimes of Lord Krsna at Vrnda-
vana, for he used to imitate the
pastimes with his young playmates.
According to Sridhara Svami,
Maharaja Pariksit used to imitate
the worship of the family Deity by
elderly members.

| What We See and Think of,
We Become
Maharaja Pariksit heard the
pastimes of Krsna and imitated them.
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Our son saw the worship of Krsna and
imitated that. These activities trans-
form one’s consciousness from matter
to spirit. Children should see Krsna
and hear about Him, because they’ll
become what they see, hear, and think

| about. Krsna explains this in the

Bhagavad-gita (8.6): “Whatever state
of being one remembers when he
quits his body, O son of Kunti, that
state he will attain without fail.”
Prabhupada comments:

A person who at the end of his life
quits his body thinking of Krsna
attains the transcendental nature of
the Supreme Lord, but it is not true
that a person who thinks of some-
thing other than Krsna attains the
same transcendental state. This is

a point we should note very care-
fully. . .. Maharaja Bharata, al-
though a great personality, thought
of a deer at the end of his life, and
so in his next life he was transferred
into the body of a deer. . .. Of
course, one’s thoughts during the



course of one’s life accumulate to
influence one’s thoughts at the
moment of death, so this life creates

one’s next life.

Television’s ideas, sounds, and
images are not of Krsna. In Four
Arguments for the Elimination of
Television, Jerry Mander writes:

When you are watching TV, . .. you
have opened your mind, and some-
one else’s daydreams have entered. .
.. Your mind is the screen for their
microwave pictures. Once their
images are inside you, they imprint
upon your memory. They become
yours. . .. What's more, the images
remain in you permanently. . . .
Please bring to mind any of the
following: John E Kennedy, Milton
Berle, Captain Kangaroo, Captain
Kirk, Henry Kissinger. Were you
able to make a picture of them in
your head? . .. Now would you
make the effort, please. to erase
these TV people from your mind?
Make them go away. Erase Johnny
Carson or Henry Kissinger. . . .Once
television places an image inside
your head, it is yours forever.

Just as children absorbed in spiri-
tual images imitate them, children
absorbed in television images imitate

| those images. Mander writes, “Chil-

dren’s games are largely based on
their experiences. If they live in the
country, their games will involve
animals. If they go to movies, their
games will reflect that. If they watch

| television, you can see it in their

games. In all cases, the characters and
creatures they are imitating are based
upon the pictures of them which they

| carry in their minds.”

‘We must ask whether we want our
children to become like a television
character, or like Krsna. Do we want
them to attain the spiritual world after
death, or take a body according to
their television-influenced thoughts?

Association with
Passion and Ignorance

Quoting the Vedic scripture Hari-
bhakti-sudhodaya, Srila Prabhupada
writes, “Association is very important.
It acts just like a crystal stone, which
will reflect anything which is put
before it.” And in commenting on the
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importance of proper association for
one wishing to attain ecstatic love for

Krsna, Prabhupada writes, “It is

essential, therefore, that one con-
stantly associate with pure devotees
who are engaged morning and

| evening in chanting the Hare Krsna

mantra. In this way one will get the
chance to purify his heart and develop
this ecstatic pure love for Krsna.” He
also writes that one should strictly
avoid association with persons not

| interested in Krsna consciousness.

Unfortunately, television means
association not with saintly people but
with those in the darkness of passion
and ignorance. In The Big Book of
Home Learning, author Mary Pride
writes that TV may keep kids off the

| street corners, but “it also brings the

street corners into our living rooms.™
Children between the ages of three
and seventeen see an average of

| eighteen thousand acts of violence.

According to Jim Trelease, author of
Read-Aloud Handbook, you would
have to see all thirty-seven of Shake-
speare’s plays to see as many acts of

| human violence (fifty-four) as you



The ultimate violence of television is that it
encourages a sensual, materialistic life of acquiring and
consuming. Companies spend millions or billions of dollars
for TV advertising because it’s effective.

would see in just three evenings of
prime-time television.

Prabhupada spoke of this violence,
in Los Angeles on June 26, 1975, in
the following conversation:

Prabhupada: Dog and television and
whiskey and cigarette. That'’s all.
[Laughter.] Is it not? . .. In India these
things are entering—dog, television.
Cigarettes and wine have already
entered.

Disciple: This is the degradation.
Prabhupada: Ah, yes.

Disciple: So much sex—everything
you watch.

Prabhupada: And not only that—
horrible scenes.

Disciple: Yes.

Prabhupada: Killing and like that.

Children are affected by this
violence. Marie Winn writes in The
Plug-In Drug:

There 1s no doubt that the children
involved in serious crimes today are
not normal. Their histories reveal
without exception a background of
poverty. degradation, neglect,
scholastic failure. frustration. and
heavy television viewing. But while
poverty and family pathology did
not appear for the first time in
American society in the decades
between 1952 and 1972, a frighten-
ing new breed of juvenile offender
did. It is as though our society had
bred a new genetic strain,” writes a
reporter in The New York Times,
“the child-murderer who feels no
remorse and is scarcely conscious of
his acts. . .. " The problem is not
that they learn how to commit
violence from watching violence on
television (although perhaps they
sometimes do), but that television
conditions them to deal with real
people as if they were on a tele-
vision screen.

The ultimate violence of television
goes beyond desensitizing children to
cruelty. It also goes beyond the
violence TV often ignites in viewers,
regardless of program content. The

nies spend millions or billions of
dollars for TV advertising because it’s
effective. Not only are the advertise-
ments effective in producing a materi-
alistic mentality in viewers, but the
shows themselves must appeal to the
advertisers. Otherwise. a network or
local station can'’t afford to produce
the program. Most programming,
therefore, is designed to attract and
produce the type of person who will be

| one tunes in to relieve loneliness, they

| ultimate violence of television is that it |
encourages a sensual, materialistic life
| of acquiring and consuming. Compa-

will feel even lonelier when they tune
out.”

Television viewers can even suffer
visual-motor conflicts similar to those
experienced by drug users.

In “Crack and the Box,” an article
in Esquire magazine (May 1990), Pete
Hamill wrote, “Television, like drugs,

| dominates the lives of its addicts. . . .

influenced by the advertisements. This |

is the real violence. As Prabhupada
writes, “To train the innocent boy to
be a sense gratifier at the early age

when the child is actually happy in any |

circumstance is the greatest violence.”
Therefore, in The Nectar of Instruc-
tion Prabhupada writes that intelligent
persons interested in Krsna conscious-
ness should never take part in such
activities as watching television.

| Television as Intoxication

It is bad enough that the content of

sciousness with images and desires in
these lower modes of nature. But
evidence also shows that the act of
watching television is itself a type of
intoxication, firmly in the mode of
ignorance. “TV is a drug,” wrote
Eleanor Randolph in an article in The
Detroit Free Press (May 9, 1990).
“Like other addictions, such as cigar-
ettes, booze . . . and drugs, television
may be something else in our society
that feels good for the moment, but
only makes things worse. . . . If some-
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| most TV shows is firmly in passion and |
| ignorance, filling our childrens con- |

One third of a group of four- and five-
year-olds would rather give up their
daddy than television. Given a similar
choice (between cocaine or heroin
and father, mother, brother, sister,
wife, husband, children, job), almost
every junkie would do the same.”

In a 1990 article in The Detroit
News, Anne Roark wrote:

Television is more likely than any
other leisure activity to leave people
passive, tense and unable to concen-
trate. . . . The longer people watch,
the less able they are to concen-
trate. They become increasingly
drowsy and bored. As time goes on,
they grow sadder, lonelier. more
irritable and more hostile. Although
it is true people are relaxed while
the television set is on, when they
turn it off, they are even less
relaxed than before they began to
watch.

Also, the content and nature of the
shows and commercials may predis-
pose children to take shelter of

| chemical intoxication to solve life’s

problems. After all, TV trains its
viewers to change their mood by the
turn of a dial. In Read-Aloud Hand-
book, Jim Trelease comments, “It is
implicit in every one of television’s
commercials that there is no problem
which cannot be solved by simple

| artificial means. Whether the problem
| is anxiety or common diarrhea, ner-

vous tension or the common cold, a



simple tablet or spray solves the prob-
lem. . .. Instead of thinking through
our problems, television promotes the
easy way. The cumulative effect of
such thinking is enormous when you
consider that between ages 1 and 17
the average child is exposed to
350,000 commercials promoting sim-
ple solutions to problems.”

Srila Prabhupada once put it suc-
cinctly: “If we do not become hypno-
tized by Krsna, then we must be
hypnotized by this television.”

In his book Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory, Roald Dahl writes:

We've waitched them gaping at the
screen,

They loll and slip and lounge about,

And stare until their eyes pop out.

(Last week in someone’s place we
saw !

A dozen eyeballs on the floor.)

They sit and stare and stare and sit

Until they're hypnotized by it,

Until they’re absolutely drunk

With all that shocking ghastly junk.

Educational Television?

Television shows or videos can
sometimes be a valuable adjunct to
an educational program. From an in-
depth study of the effects of TV and
many years of experience using video
in a classroom, I have found that TV
and video can have their place when
used with great care. Generally, if
children have already studied a sub-
ject by reading about it, writing about
it, and discussing it, a video can sup-
plement and enhance their education
in ways that are difficult to duplicate.

But merely watching an “educational” |

video or TV show about, for exam-
ple, the desert in Southern California
has little or no value. And too much
time spent watching any form of tele-
vision or video is time lost from the
way children learn best—by seeing,
hearing, and practicing. Nearly every
study I've seen on the relationship
between television and children
emphasizes that television is most
likely to harm, and least likely to edu-
cate, young children. A good guide-

Advertisement

| line is that a child under five years of

age should watch no more than one or
two hours a week of educational video
or television.

In fact, programs designed to edu-
cate young children have proven to
have the opposite effect. In Sesame
Street Revisited, the New York Russell
Sage Foundation writes, “The Ameri-
can program ‘Sesame Street’ was spe-
cially designed to help disadvantaged
pre-school children catch up cogni-
tively and verbally with those from
more fortunate backgrounds. A 1975
survey suggests that ‘Sesame Street’

| widened the achievement gap, and that
| light viewers exhibited more gains in

learning than heavy viewers.”

Marie Winn writes in The Plug-In
Drug, “Poor children have not caught
up with their more advantaged peers,
or even made significant gains of any
sort, though they watch *Sesame
Street’ faithfully year after year.
Schools have not had to readjust their
first-grade curricula to accommodate a
new breed of well-prepared, ‘Sesame

nanda Prabhu Himself.

honey-filled lilas.
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Is it that we can’t throw away our TV,
or that we don’t really want to? We can stop our children
from running in the street or playing
with kitchen knives—why not from watching TV?

Street’-wise children with higher
levels of language maturity. . . . Their
language skills do not show any
significant or permanent gains as they
progress through school.”

My own experience as a teacher
bears this out. I could always tell the
children who had watched much so-
called educational television. They
were less responsive to teaching, had
a shorter attention span, were less
interested in learning to read, and had
a difficult time adjusting to any
disciplined learning.

It is far better to prepare a child
for school by reading to him and let-
ting him see you read. “Compared to
reading, television is still the more
passive of the two activities,” says Jim
Trelease in Read-Aloud Handbook.
“In reading, educators point out, a
child must actively use a variety of
skills involving sounds, spelling rules,
blendings, as well as constructing
mental images of the scene described
in the book. Television requires no
such mental activity.”

Many of America’s materially best-
educated students seem to understand
this. About one third of students in
the Ivy League colleges such as
Harvard, Yale, and Princeton never
watch television. (U.S. News, April 12,
1993, “Inside the Ivy League™)

Can videos be used for spiritual
education? We have a large and grow-
ing library of Krsna conscious videos
available for our children. Yet even
these should be used only rarely, espe-
cially when children are very young.
Prabhupada wanted our young chil-
dren to play games about Krsna, run-
ning and jumping outside. As they
mature, our children should spend the
bulk of their time chanting Hare
Krsna, going to school, or doing some
practical service. Certainly entertain-
ment centered on Krsna and His
incarnations was an important feature

of Vedic life. But the average child
today watches six or seven hours of
television daily. Is there any history of
a society that entertained its children
for seven hours a day?

Parental Control—Can’t or Won’t

In The Big Book of Home Learn-
ing, Mary Pride writes, “Do you really
want to know how it is that some
mothers of seven can find time to
write books or make patchwork quilts
or run Bed and Breakfast operations
while other mothers of one don’t even
get around to making the bed? Those
who can, do. Those who watch TV
(more than 15 minutes or so a day),
can’t.”

An article in The New York Times
Magazine (Feb. 2, 1975) said about
such parents: “There is an immediate
remedy available that does not seem
to have occurred to them—turn off
the set.”

Is it that we can’t throw away our
TV, or that we don’t really want to?
We can stop our children from run-
ning in the street or playing with
kitchen knives—why not from watch-
ing TV? Are we so attached to the
box as a babysitter that we have no
concern about its material and spiri-
tual effects on our children? The
Srimad-Bhagavatam states that one
should not become a parent unless he

| can liberate his children from the

material world. The price of life with-
out TV seems a small one to pay.

More advice from Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory:

The most important thing we've
learned,

So far as children are concerned,

Is never, NEVER, NEVER let

Them near your television set—

Or better still, just don't install

The idiotic thing at all.
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Children Without TV?

In 1987, several parents at one of
our ISKCON centers in England met to
discuss the problem of television.
Madhavi Devi Dasi related how, when
her children were very young, they
were satisfied with a small variety of
Krsna conscious videos. As time went
by they wanted more and more variety.
Gradually it got out of hand as she let
them fill in with materialistic pro-
grams. In desperation she got rid of
the TV, apprehensive of how the chil-
dren would react. To her surprise,
they never seemed to miss it and have
rarely asked for it.

Children can play. They can read.
They can garden. They can learn useful
crafts. They can worship the household
Deity.

So please, oh please, we beg, we pray,
Go throw your TV set away,

And in its place you can install

A lovely bookshelf on the wall.

As the children get a higher taste

| for Krsna conscious engagement, they

will have no interest in watching mun-
dane movies or television. We want
them to come to the standard that Srila
Prabhupada set in his personal life, as
he relates in the following story:
“There was an incident in my life. I
was, of course, at that time a house-
holder. So one friend was going to the
cinema with his family, and he saw me.
[ was in the street, and he stopped his
car and asked me, ‘Come. We are going
to cinema.’ So I refused, ‘If you give
me one thousand dollars, still I shall
not go to the cinema.’ So he dragged
me. He took me to the cinema house,
but I never entered. I came back. You
see? Because it was detestful.”
Another time Prabhupada said,
“The sign of a devotee is that the devo-
tee is no more interested with material
enjoyment. So these young boys and



trine of creation is to be reconciled
with the neo-Darwinian theory of
evolution. Many Christian creationists
have argued that divine creation is a
supernatural process that cannot be
understood in terms of known
physical principles. But McMullin
presents an alternative scenario in
which creation is seen as a process of

girls, they do not go to cinema. Why?
They don’t want this!

... They don’t want this material
happiness. . . . That is the test. When

one becomes detestful of material
enjoyment, you will know—or he’ll

know, personally, how much he is
advanced in spiritual life.”
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SCIENCE: THE VEDIC VIEW

Does God Go Against
T'he Laws of Nature?

by Sadaputa Dasa

ERNAN MCMULLIN, a physicist,
philosopher, and Catholic priest in the
Department of Philosophy at Notre
Dame University, has given careful
thought to the relation between
religion and modern science. In the
introduction to his book Evolution
and Creation, he offers some advice
he calls ““valuable direction for the
contemporary Christian™:

When an apparent conflict arises
between a strongly supported
scientific theory and some item of
Christian doctrine, the Christian
ought to look very carefully to the
credentials of the doctrine. It may
well be that when he does so, the
scientific understanding will enable
the doctrine to be reformulated in a
more adequate way.'

evolution proceeding according to
natural laws.

He bases this scenario on ideas
expressed by the early church father
Augustine. Augustine maintained that

| Genesis in the Bible refers to a pro-

cess of instantaneous creation in
which God implants “seed principles™
in formless matter. These seed princi-
ples are not final created forms.
Rather, they contain the potential to
gradually manifest these forms.
McMullin grants that Augustine
thought each created form would
develop from its own seed principle.
The idea that one type of organism
would evolve from another was for-
eign to him. But McMullin points out
that Augustine’s idea can be readily

| adapted to modern evolutionary

| thinking. The seed principles can be

McMullin applies this advice to the |
question of how the Christian doc- |

thought of as the laws of nature God
imposed on formless matter at the

| moment of creation (the Big Bang).
| Since God is omniscient and omnipo-

tent, He can create laws that bring
about the gradual manifestation of all
created forms in the universe, includ-
ing human beings.

These gradual evolutionary devel-
opments are simply the unfolding of
God’s original plan, and they do not
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require any further “divine interven-
tions™ that would violate God’s
natural laws. Thus McMullin is able to
formulate an idea of evolutionary

creation that agrees fully with modern
| science and “complements Christian
| belief.”?

Can McMullin’s approach be
applied to reconcile the Bhagavad-

gita with modern science? Of course,

the topic of evolution is touchy and
controversial. So we may be wise at
first to just consider the idea that na-
ture runs by divinely created natural
laws. Let us see if the Bhagavad-gita
supports this idea.

In the Bhagavad-gita (9.8) Krsna
says. “The whole cosmic order is
under Me. Under My will it is auto-
matically manifested again and again,
and under My will it is annihilated at

| the end.” Here Krsna says that

material nature (prakrti) is manifested
automatically (avasam). Krsna also
says (13.30), prakrtyaiva ca karmani

| kriyamanani sarvasah. This means

that material activities are in all
respects carried out by material
nature (prakrti). This also suggests
that prakrti runs automatically, an
idea given further support by the

| nearly identical statement (3.27)



What if your scriptures really do
make statements contrary to modern science?
How far can you go in scriptural
reinterpretation and reformulation?

prakrteh krivamanani gunaih karmani
sarvasah. Krsna also says (13.20) that
the transformations of matter and of
living beings are both products of
material nature.

All in all, then, one might argue
that the Bhagavad-gita agrees with
the modern scientific conclusion that
all material phenomena run according
to the laws of nature. These phenom-
ena are divinely directed in the sense
that the laws of nature are created
and sustained by God.

One might further suggest that
God never engages in any kind of
“divine intervention,” for then He
would break His own laws (and vio-
late the conclusions of science). From
McMullin’s observations, one might
gather that we’d be wise to under-
stand the Bhagavad-gita in this way.
After all, if we think that God some-
times breaks the laws of nature, when
does He do that? Certainly He
deesn’t seem to do it during the scien-
tific experiments that demonstrate the
natural laws. If we think God breaks
the laws of nature, He must do it
when scientists aren’t looking,

This means we are trying to fit God
into the gaps in our scientific knowl-
edge. McMullin warns, “Making God
a ‘God of the gaps’ is a risky business.
Gap-closing is the business of science.
To rest belief in God on the presence
of gaps in the explanatory chain is to
pit religion against science.””

If we invoke a “God of the gaps,”
then we are asking for embarrassment
when science fills the gaps and shows
that we are fools. To show the inevi-
table results of this kind of folly. Mc-
Mullin cites a remark by Augustine:

If those not bound by the authority
of the Scriptures find a Christian
mistaken in a field which they them-

selves know well and hear him base
foolish opinions on the Scriptures,
how are they going to believe the
Scriptures regarding the resurrec-
tion of the dead? [How can they
believe the Scriptures] when they
think that the pages of Scripture are
full of falsehoods regarding facts
which they themselves have learnt
from experience and light of
reason?*

We can rephrase this by asking,
“How are people going to believe in
the scriptures of Krsna consciousness
if devotees tell them that these scrip-
tures are full of statements contrary
to modern science?”” Augustine has
raised a good point, and McMullin
responds to it by calling him “the man
of good sense.™

But there might be a problem here.
What if your scriptures really do
make statements contrary to modern
science? How far can you go in scrip-
tural reinterpretation and reformula-
tion? To see what I mean, let’s
consider some further statements
from the Bhagavad-gita.

First of all, is it valid to interpret
prakrti as material nature in the sense
that physical scientists understand this
term? Krsna says, “Earth, water, fire,
air, ether, mind, intelligence and false
ego—all together these eight consti-
tute My separated material energies.”
(Bg. 7.4) Now modern science cer-
tainly accepts earth, water, fire, and

| air as forms of material energy, and

ether might be so accepted if we were
to identify it as Einstein’s curved
space-time continuum. But modern
physics makes no reference to mind,
intelligence, and false ego as separate
material energies.

Careful study shows that the
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam portray mind, intelli-
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gence. and false ego as material ener-
gies not made from earth, water, fire,

| air, and ether. According to these texts,

the mind comes up with thoughts,
which govern the behavior of the body.
This means the physical body is influ-
enced by a type of energy, called mind
(manas), unknown to modern science.

So even if the Bhagavad-gita is say-
ing that material phenomena run auto-
matically by the laws of nature, we
must recognize that the Gita's laws of
nature are quite different from
modern physicists’ laws. If the Gia is
right, then thinking is not just a prod-
uct of brain action. Rather, it involves
the action of a kind of energy that
science doesn’t know about.

This could be true, because there is
an enormous gap in our scientific
understanding of the brain. Why
should we suppose that if science ever
fills this gap it will fill it with the kind
of physical theory of brain action that
many scientists now favor? Scientists
generally believe that the brain con-

| trols the mind. But a theory may

emerge in which the mind controls the
brain.

Another point is that according to
the Bhagavad-gita, God does intervene
in the course of natural events. The
transformations of matter by natural
law are only partly automatic, like the
workings of a computer interfacing
with a human operator.

The Bhagavad-gita (13.23) defines
the role of the Supersoul as follows:

| “In this body there is another, a tran-

scendental enjoyer, who is the Lord,
the supreme proprietor, who exists as
the overseer and permitter, and who is
known as the Supersoul.” The words
overseer (upadrasta) and permitter
(anumanta) indicate that the Supersoul
is in charge of the activities of each
person. This means that the Super-



soul’s decisions determine the behav-
ior of the person’s physical body.

It follows that the human body
does nor strictly follow the laws of
physics. If it did, the Supersoul’s role
as controller would be a mockery,
because His decisions would always

have to accord with a system of differ- |

ential equations.
Nor can we say that the Supersoul

events of quantum theory. Quantum
mechanical randomness must always
follow quantum statistics, and this
means that it must appear noisy and
chaotic, like the clicks made by a Gei-
ger counter near a radioactive sub-
stance. Of course, the Supersoul can
create random effects if He wants to.
But to say that the Supersoul must
always act in the chaotic fashion dic-
tated by quantum statistics would be
to contradict His position as overseer
and permitter.

In the Bhagavad-gita (15.15) Krsna
says, “I am seated in everyone’s heart,
and from Me come remembrance,
knowledge and forgetfulness.” Here
one might conceivably argue that
Krsna simply set matter in motion at
the time of creation in such a way as to
provide remembrance, knowledge,
and forgetfulness for all the sentient
beings who would later develop.

But this interpretation strains hard
against Bhagavad-gita 10.10: “To those
who are constantly devoted to serving
Me with love, I give the understanding

by which they can come to Me.” This
indicates that Krsna gives personal

| attention to individuals.

Commenting on this verse, Srila
Prabhupada writes that Krsna gives
instructions from within so that one
“may ultimately come to Him with-
out difficulty.” Of course, when a per-
son receives these instructions, the

| result is that the person’s behavior
exerts control by directing the random |

changes.
In other words, Krsna specifically

| : P :
reciprocates with each PErsan in an

observable way that cannot be
accounted for by any impersonal
system of physical laws. This conclu-
sion is also supported by Bhagavad-
gita 10.11: “To show them special
mercy, I, dwelling in their hearts, de-
stroy with the shining lamp of knowl-
edge the darkness born of ignorance.”
McMullin raises the question, “If
Nature is complete in its own order, if

| there are no barriers to the reach of

science, does not belief in a Creator
drop away as superfluous?”® Many
intelligent people may feel inclined to
reply that if Nature truly is complete
in its own order, then belief in the

Creator as described in Bhagavad-gita

ought to drop away.

But why should we think that the
order of nature, as envisioned by
contemporary scientists, is complete?
If science does succeed in filling the
many gaps that exist in our current
knowledge, a radically new and unex-
pected picture of reality may emerge.

It may be the business of scientists to
fill gaps, but scientists are certainly not
obliged to fill them with the ideas
current at one moment in history.

Just as nineteenth-century physi-
cists had no idea of the quantum
mechanical theory of the atom, so
present-day scientists can have no idea
of the science of mind that may
develop in the future. And if science
someday makes enormous progress
and scientists begin to acquire the
scientific knowledge of Brahma. they
may then be able to see clearly how
God intervenes creatively in the
phenomena of nature.
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SRILA PRABHUPADA TAUGHT that
the purpose of all religions is the
same: to help people develop love of
God. And to aid in achieving this end,
the basic principles of religion are also
the same: truthfulness, cleanliness,
austerity, and mercy. All religions
encourage people to develop these
qualities to help them awaken their
love of God.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam explains
that four sins—gambling, illicit sex.

| intoxication, and meat-eating—
| destroy the four principles of religion.

In particular, animal slaughter and
meat-eating destroy mercy. To cut the
throat of a living, feeling animal, one
must repress any natural inclination
toward mercy. At first glance, it might
seem like modern meat-eaters are
exempt from the cruelty of animal
slaughter. After all, what do a couple

| of kids chomping down hamburgers at
| a fast-food outlet have to do with cru-
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THE LAND, THE COWS, AND KRSNA

The Tragedy of Toxic Meat

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

elty and violence? But the truth is,
mass marketing, modern agribusiness,
and centralized slaughterhouses dra-
matically escalate the cruelty and suf-
fering. The miserable animals are only
the first in a great network of victims
who suffer in a slaughterhouse society.

Material Pleasure and Safety

When sinful activities destroy the
principles of religion, people cannot
succeed in spiritual life, nor can they



be happy or peaceful. By luring us into
temporary sense pleasure. sinful
activities reinforce our misconception
that we are our material bodies and
make us forget the spiritual purpose
of life. Therefore, Krsna has attached
dangers to sinful activities to discour-
age us from seeking pleasure in them.
To a certain extent, everyone knows
the risks involved in sin. Responsible
parents try to keep their children from
gambling, intoxication, and sexual
promiscuity. So it seems ironic that
they expect meat-eating to be safe.

Jack in the Box—A Horrible Surprise

These things are on my mind
because of an outbreak of E. coli bac-
teria poisoning in Washington State in
January. Four hundred people were
poisoned by hamburgers sold by the
Jack in the Box fast-food chain. Three
children died, and 125 people had to
be hospitalized. An article in The New
York Times (February 9) stated, “The
outbreak was the largest and most
serious of a dangerous bacterium that
has struck before and will surely strike
again.” News of the poisonings
brought an immediate outcry that the
government, cattlemen, and meat
packers should take steps to protect
meat from contamination.

People blamed confinement cattle
operations for increasing the spread of
the pathogens among cattle. Ranchers
and meat packers were put on the
defensive. A Farm Journal editorial
(mid-February) bemoaned the crisis:
“Beef’s place on the consumer dinner
plate is no longer secure. The status
of beef in the American diet has
enough challenges without food safety
issues.”

Remedies for Unsafe Meat?

The public demanded solutions to
the problem of unsafe meat. “At the
moment, the U.S. is losing the food
poisoning war,” said a science article in
The Wall Street Journal (March 16).
“The way food is produced and eaten
today is making life a picnic for
microorganisms.” Bad meat is blamed
for 150 deaths and 150,000 illnesses
counted in the U.S. in the past 10
years. In response to the Jack in the
Box crisis, the new secretary of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
appointed 160 more meat inspectors,

bringing the total to 7,200. But in a

| country where millions of animals are

slaughtered yearly, how much
inspecting can 160 more people do?
According to The Wall Street Jour-

nal (February 12), “Meat inspection

has changed little since reaction to
Upton Sinclair’s 1906 book The Jungle
on dirty packinghouse conditions got
the federal government into the
watchdog business.” Current inspec-
tion methods at high-speed processing
plants mean that inspectors usually

maldehyde and benzene, while others
are totally unknown.” Other prob-
lems include shipping and storing
radioactive waste. Not a very promis-
ing solution.

Still another suggestion is to inject
healthy animals with friendly bacteria
that will drive off attacks from harm-
ful bacteria. But some scientists worry
about those supposedly friendly
germs. We know too little, they say,

| about whether a strain friendly in the
| lab might go toxic in the wild. (The

Tainted Meat Deaths Teach Obvious Lesson

Letter to the editor of The New York Times, March 2, 1993
(Reprinted by permission)

Your Feb. 9 Science Times article
seeking lessons in the outbreak of
illnesses from tainted meat in Wash-
ington State misses the most impor-
tant lesson: avoid meat entirely.

The facts speak for themselves.
Salmonellainfects onein three poul-
try products bought in this country’s
supermarkets,and millions of flulike
maladies are the result. Salmonella
is hardly the only hazardous bacte-
rium that finds its way into meat.
Campylobacter, yersinia and listeria
are all common, and produce many
infections a year.

have time for only a quick look at a

| fraction of the carcasses a plant turns

out.

Even if more sophisticated inspec-
tion methods were used, inspectors
“would be able to keep track only of
the number of microorganisms in
meat—not whether they are harmful.
Nor can they detect pathogens such as
the virulent E. coli strain blamed in
the tainted-hamburger episode in
time to keep it from reaching consum-
ers; it typically takes days for that
pathogen to show up in tests.” (The
Wall Street Journal, February 12)

Another method offered is to kill
pathogens in meat by irradiation. But
according to Christine Klaehn, direc-
tor of the Food Irradiation Project,
“Irradiation causes chemical altera-

| tions in food leading to formation of

radiolytic products. Radiation biolo-

gists say some of these new substances

are known carcinogens, such as for-
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More important, the rates of can-
cer, heart disease, stroke and diabe-
tes practically drop off the chart in
cultures that eat little or no meat. A
national meat-free diet would save
more in health care costs than any
reform plan being considered. . . .
[emphasis added]

We should all heed the lessons of
modern medicine and kick the meat
habit.

David B. Wasser

Communications Director

Physicians Comumittee for
Responsible Medicine

Wall Street Journal, March 16)

The problem is, bacterial contami-
nation in meat is natural. Most meat
contains millions of bacteria. Accord-
ing to nature’s plan, bacteria are
supposed to break down meat and
make it spoil and decay. If they didn't,
the landscape would be littered with
dead animal carcasses.

Many bacteria don’t discriminate
between one kind of flesh and anoth-
er. They grow just as well in human
bodies as they do in the bodies of

| hogs or chickens. It makes sense that

pathogens that thrive inside cattle are
likely to do well inside humans,
because the bodies are so similar.

Children at Risk

Sadly, these pathogens are the
most toxic to young children, who
have the least knowledge of dietary
hazards and the least control over

| what they eat. In an article in The



The two chief arguments left in favor of
meat-eating are that meat provides protein
and some people like the flavor. You could offer
the same arguments for cannibalism.

New York Times (Feb. 9), Lawrence
K. Altman, M.D., wrote, “Epidemi-
ologists are finding that the ailment
hemolytic uremic syndrome [caused
by E. coli bacteria] can strike anyone
at any age, with the highest rates in
children under 5, especially for the
kidney complications.”

To compound the tragedy, children
are prime targets of advertising by
fast-food chains. Millions of conscien-
tious parents who carefully guard
their small children from playing with
electric outlets and running in traffic
think nothing of taking them to eat
hamburger or chicken at McDonald’s
or Colonel Sanders.

Of course, contamination from E.
coli bacteria is only one of a long list
of dangers from eating meat. Dr. Wal-
ter Willet, professor and chairman of
the department of Nutrition at Har-
vard School of Public Health, de-
clared in 1991, “If you step back and
look at the data, the optimum amount
of red meat you eat should be zero.”
The conclusion is, if I feed my chil-
dren meat, I'm teaching them habits
likely to shorten their life.

(See “Tainted Meat Deaths,” p. 22 )

Leadership Example Needed
Writers like Jeremy Rifkin and
Jerome Robbins have documented
not only the health problems caused
by meat-eating but also the immense
environmental destruction caused by

feed crop production and overgrazing.

Agricultural economist Marty Strange
explains how U.S. government sub-
sidies geared to large-scale growers of
feed-crops drive small farmers off the
land. Food and development expert
Frances Moore Lappe and sociologist
Harriet Friedman have exposed how
commercial feed crops for meat pro-

e o 0

duction are crushing lives of peasant
farmers abroad. Isaac Bashevis

| Singer, Colman McCarthy, and even

the U.S. House Committee on Gov-
ernment Operations have revealed
the health hazards and psychological
trauma endured by slaughterhouse
workers.

The evidence against meat-eating
has become overwhelming. At this
point, the two chief arguments left in
its favor are that meat provides pro-
tein and some people like the flavor.
You could offer the same arguments
for cannibalism.

In view of the detrimental effects
of animal slaughter and meat-eating,
some people think government
leaders should speak out against the
destructiveness of a meat-based
culture—and back up their words by
personal example. It’s hard to see how

| leaders can push for lower health-care

costs, lower farm subsidies, and
higher environmental awareness and
then leave their offices at night and
go home to a dinner of steak or
chicken.

It’s hard to change old traditions,
even when they’re dangerous. But the
health and environmental costs are
continually escalating. Our modern
leaders should set the right example—

| get meat off the table—because the

slaughterhouse culture we live in
hurts everyone, rich and poor, present
and future generations.

Business leaders seem to think that
spreading hamburger stands around
the world represents economic pro-
gress, but in fact these businesses are
harbingers of disaster. As Srila
Prabhupada explains, “These greatly
sinful acts are responsible for all the
trouble in present society. People do
not know what they are doing in the
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name of economic development.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.17.3, purport)
The karmic reactions for animal
slaughter are so grave that a meat-
eating society can never be safe, let
alone merciful or peaceful.

Numbed to Spirituality

As I explained in the beginning of
this article, the final tragedy of meat-
eating is that it is tantamount to
spiritual suicide. For human beings to
kill innocent animals requires them to

| subjugate their feelings of mercy and

humility—feelings essential for spiri-
tual progress. When these finer
human sentiments are obliterated,
people become so dull they can no
longer understand the true desires of
Lord Krsna, the dearest friend of
every living entity. And without
understanding His will, there is no
chance of peace or brotherhood.

Only the animal killer cannot relish
the transcendental message of the
Supreme Lord. Therefore if people
are to be educated on the path of
Godhead, they must be taught first
and foremost fo stop the process of
animal killing. . . . It is nonsensical
to say that animal killing has nothing
to do with spiritual realization.
[There is a need] to save the poor
animals from the slaughtering pro-
cess of their big brothers who
clamor for universal brotherhood,
peace, justice and equity. There is
no justice when there is animal
killing.

—Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.24,

purport

| Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON

devotee since 1978, spent several years
on the Gita Nagari farm in Pennsyl-
vania. She is co-editor of the newsletter
Hare Krsna Rural Life.



Rathayatra Pas

When Srila Prabhupada brought this colorful festival from India
to the rest of the world, he revealed its profound meaning.

by Lokanath Swami

-
RI CAITANYA MAHAPRABHU
spent His later years in Jagan-
natha Puri, Orissa, immersed in

love of Godhead and absorbed in won-

derful pastimes with His intimate asso-
ciates and with the Deity of Krsna in

Puri, known as Jagannatha, “the Lord

of the universe.” This was nearly five

hundred years ago.

One of the most attractive of Lord
Caitanya’s pastimes was His role in the
yearly Rathayatra, the Festival of the
Chariots, in which Lord Jagannatha
parades through the main street of the
city on a huge decorated cart pulled by
devotees. Year after year—for eighteen
years altogether—Lord Caitanya took
part in the Rathayatra festival in Puri.

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu was
Krsna Himself in the mood of Srimati
Radharani. So during the festival He
used tochant and dance in front of Lord
Jagannatha’s cart, acting out a drama.

Srila Prabhupada, commenting on the |

Caitanya-caritamrta, where these pas-
times are described, says that the two
Lords—Lord Caitanya and Lord Jagan-
natha—were reenacting a conjugal pas-
time, or madhurya-{ila. Lord Caitanya,
absorbed in transcendental emotions,
would play the role of Srimati Radha-
rani, Lord Jagannatha's eternal consort.
Sometimes Lord Caitanya would fall
behind Lord Jagannatha’scart. The cart
would then stop as Jagannatha tried to
catch sight of Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
attracted by His graceful and enchant-
ing dancing.

The two Lords were reenacting the
pastimes performed five thousand years
ago in the holy place of Kuruksetra
when Sr1Sri Radha and Krsna met after
many years of separation. They had last

seen each other in Vrndavana, when
Akrura had come to take Krsna and
Balarama to nearby Mathura. That day
had been the worst day for Radharani,
the gopis (cowherd girls), and all the
Vrajavasis (residents of Vrndavana). As
Krsna left, He promised that after kill-
ing the demons outside Vrndavana He
would return.

Krsna, the life of the Vrajavasis,
stayed in Mathura for some time and
then moved to Dvaraka, where He
continued His wondrous pastimes. Dur-
ing these many years, Radha and the
Vrajavasis intensely, almost unbear-
ably felt separation from Krsna’s lotus
feet.

The Meeting at Kuruksetra

When Nanda Maharaja (Krsna’s
father) and Srimati Radharani and the
other residents of Vrndavana learned
of Krsna’s plan to visit Kuruksetra, not
far away, they at once decided to go
there. The long-awaited meeting of
Krsna with these devotees from Vrnda-
vana took place in Kuruksetra on the
occasion of a solar eclipse, when the
residents of Dvaraka came to bathe in
Kuruksetra’s holy lakes.

The residents of Dvaraka, members
of the Yadu dynasty, erected their royal
camp, and nearby the cowherd Vraja-
vasis parked their simple carts. Krsna
and His brother Balarama, Their sister
Subhadra, and the residents of Dvara-
ka and Vrndavana like Vasudeva, De-
vaki, Nanda Maharaja, Yasoda Mayi,
Rohini, Radharani, the gopis—all met
together, mingling and sharing one
another’s company.

The Vrajavasis and the gopis were
especially pleased to meet Krsna, the
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| Lord of their life. Yet they felt that
| meeting Him at Kuruksetra was differ-

ent from meeting Him in Vrndavana.
They were accustomed to see Him as
a simple cowherd boy, not as a royal
prince. The Kuruksetra setting left
them unsatisfied. They wanted Krsna to
come back to Vrndavana.

When Radharani and Krsna met,
Radharani, unable to hide Her de-
sire, expressed Her feelings in this
way (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila
13. 126-131):

You are the same Krsna, and [ am the
same Radharani. We are meeting
again the same way that We metin the
beginning of Our lives. Although We
are both the same, My mind is still
attracted to Vrndavana-dhama. [ wish
that You please again appear with
Your lotus feet in Vrndavana.

Kuruksetra is crowded with peo-
ple. their elephants and horses, and
therattling of chariots. In Vrndavana,
however, there are flower gardens
where the humming of the bees and
chirping of the birds can be heard.
Here at Kuruksetra You are dressed
like a royal prince. accompanied by
great warriors, but in Vrndavana You
appeared just like an ordinary cow-
herd boy, accompanied only by Your
beautiful flute.

Here there is not even a drop of
the ocean of transcendental happi-
ness that I enjoyed with You in
Vrndavana. | therefore request You
to come to Vrndavana and enjoy pas-
times with Me. If You do so, My am-
bition will be fulfilled.

Radharani also pleaded on behalf of
the Vrajavasis: “Why is it that You are
simply keeping them alive in a state of



After meeting Krsna at Kuruksetra after a long separation, the gopis wanted to bring Him
back to Vrndavana, where they had enjoyved with Him in their youth.
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Kirsna, Balarama, and Subhadra became
simply astounded. Their eyes grew bigger and bigger
in amazement, and other paris of their bodies—
arms, legs, and neck—withdrew into their bodies.

suffering? The inhabitants of Vrndavana
do not want You dressed like a prince,
nor do they want You to associate with
great warriors in a different country.
They cannot leave the land of Vrnda-
vana, and without Your presence they
are all dying. What is their condition to
be?” (Ce. Madhya 13. 145-146)

Hearing Srimati Radharani’s pleas
further stirred Lord Krsna's love for the
residents of Vrndavana and perturbed
His body and mind.

“My dearest Radharani,” the Lord
said, “Please hear Me. I am speaking
the truth. I cry day and night simply
remembering all of You inhabitants of
Vrndavana. No one knows how unhappy
this makes Me.

“All the inhabitants of Vrndavana-
dhama—My mother, father, cowherd
boyfriends, and everyone else—are like
My life and soul. ... I am always subser-
vient to the loving affairs of all of You.
I am under Your control only. My sepa-
ration from You and residence in dis-
tant places have occurred due to My
strong misfortune.” (Cc. Madhya
13.149-151)

Full with the desire to take Krsna
back to Vrndavana, the gopis tried to
convince Him and pull His chariot. And
again, just as when He had left Vrnda-
vana on Akrara’s chariot, the Lord
promised Radharani He would return.
“Your loving qualities always attract
Me to Vrndavana,” Krsna said. “In-
deed, they will bring Me back within ten
or twenty days, and when [ return I shall
enjoy both day and night with You and
all the damsels of Vrajabhumi.” (Cc.
Madhya 13.158)

The Secret Behind
Lord Caitanya’s Dancing

In this meeting of Sri Sri Radha and |

Krsna lies the secret behind Lord
Caitanya’sdramaat the Jagannatha Puri
Rathayatra. Only a few of Lord Cai-
tanya’s intimate associates could under-

stand it. Srila Prabhupada comments
that the whole mood of the Rathayatra

festival is that of bringing Krsna back |

from Kuruksetra to Vrndavana. The
imposing temple of Lord Jagannatha in
Puri is taken to represent the kingdom
of Dvaraka, the place where Krsna en-
joys supreme opulence, and the temple
of Gundica, towhich the Lordis brought,
stands for Vrndavana, the realm of His
sweetest pastimes. :
Assuming the part of Srimati Radha-

rani, Lord Caitanya felt the ecstasy of |
this most exalted of the gopis. By falling |

behind the Rathayatra cart, He was
testing Lord Jagannatha, seeking His
reciprocation: “Is Krsna remember-
ing us? I want to see. Does He really
care for us? If He does care, then He
will wait and try to find out where we
aAne

Amazingly, every time Lord Cai-
tanya would go behind the Rathayatra
cart, it would stop. Lord Jagannatha
was waiting, trying to see, “Where is
Radha? Where are the Vrajavasis?”
Lord Jagannatha, who is Krsna Him-
self, was trying to convey that transcen-
dental feeling to Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. “Even though I was away
from Vrndavana, I have not forgotten
You, My dear devotees. especially You,
Radharani.”

The Deities’ Unusual Forms

Anyone who sees the forms of Lord
Jagannatha, Lord Baladeva, and Su-
bhadra as they are worshiped in Jagan-
natha Puri may wonder why they look
the way they do. Usually Krsna is wor-
shipedin His humanlike form of Syama-
sundara, playing the flute. Why would
Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu choose to
worship Lord Jagannatha, this crude,
strange-looking form of the Lord? And
why has such a form appeared in Puriin
the first place? To discover the reason,
let us go back to Kuruksetra.

During the visit by the Vrajavasis, a
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confidential pastime took place. Rohini,
Lord Balarama’s mother, met in a big
tent a group of residents of Dvaraka.
She had been staying in Vrndavana and
now wanted to tell the residents of
Dvaraka how much suffering the
Vrajavasis were going through because
of separation from Krsna. Before be-
ginning her narration, she posted
Subhadra at the entrance of the tent. “If
Krsna and Balarama come this way,”
Rohini told her, “don’t let Them in.”
She didn’t want the Lords to hear her
report, which would certainly agonize
Them.

When Krsna and Balarama did hap-
pen to come by, Subhadra dutifully
stopped Them from gettingin. But They
managed to listen from outside the tent.
As They began hearing, Krsna, Bala-
rama, and even Subhadra, who stood
between Them, became motionless.
They were completely dumbfounded,
immersed in intense thoughts of Radha,
the gopis, and all the Vrajavasis.

Krsna, Balarama, and Subhadra had
heard of the Vrajavasis’ feelings of sepa-
ration, but never directly from a Vraja-
vasi like Rohini. As a result. Krsna,
Balarama, and Subhadra became sim-
ply astounded. Their eyes grew bigger
and bigger in amazement, and other
parts of their bodies—arms, legs, and

| neck—withdrew into their bodies, until

Krsna,Balarama, and Subhadra exactly
resembled the Deities now worshiped
at Puri.

How Jagannatha Came to Puri

How then did these forms come to
be worshiped? A few thousand years
ago, Visvakarma, the architect of the
demigods, agreed to carve Deities of
Lord Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Su-
bhadra, at the request of a great devo-
tee king named Indradyumna. The king
promised to let Visvakarma carve in

| seclusion until the work was finished.

(please turn to page 48)



——— SRI KRSNA SANDARBHA ——

TREATISE ON
SRI KRSNA

Part five of an overview of the
Sat Sandarbha of Srila Jiva Gosvami

by Satya Narayana Dasa and Kundali Dasa

darbhas (treatises), Srila Jiva Go-

svami discussed the supremacy of
Bhagavan, the Personality of Godhead.
Bhagavan is superior to both the Brah-
man (impersonal) and Paramatma
(Supersoul) features of the Absolute
Truth.

Now, in the Krsna Sandarbha, he
says we must decide the identity of
Bhagavan, orrather the identity of Svay-
am Bhagavan, the original form of the
Personality of Godhead. Why? Because
there are many incarnations of the Lord
but we must know which one is the
original form of the Lord. The answer,
he says, must be decided by careful
analysis, and that is the subject of the
Krsna Sandarbha.

Before the advent of Lord Caitanya,
Lord Sri Krsna was not widely accepted
asSvayam Bhagavan, only asone among
many incarnations. His personal abode,
therefore, along with His eternal asso-
ciates and their eternal pastimes to-

IN THE FIRST THREE of his San-

Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead
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gether, were not accepted.

Various statements in the scriptures
imply that Krsnais not the original form
of the Supreme Personality of God-
head. For example, somewhere it is
stated that Krsna is a plenary expan-
sion from Narayana, elsewhere that He
is an incarnation of Maha-Visnu, and
elsewhere an incarnation of the hair
of Ksirodakasayi Visnu. Still elsewhere
He is said to be an incarnation of Gar-
bhodakasayi Visnu, of Vamana, or of
Lord Rama. There are many otherstate-
ments in this vein. This Sandarbha puts
such statements in proper perspec-
tive. In fact, here in the Krsna Sandar-
bha Srila Jiva Gosvami displays his
brilliant scholarship more than in any
other book.

Inthe firstchapter of the Bhagavatam
the assembled sages put six questions to
Stta Gosvami. One of them was this:
“Please, O intelligent sage, tell us about
the auspiciousincarnationsof the Lord.”
That request is answered in the third



chapter, where the incarnations are
listed. Only the chief ones are listed,
however, because the Lord’s incarna-
tions are unlimited. Just as rivers flow
from an unlimited source of water, un-
limited incarnations appearin the world,
one after another. To list them all is
impossible. So the third chapter lists
only twenty-two.

The Essential Verse

Following the list of incarnations,
one of the most important verses of the
Bhagavatam appears:

ete camsa-kalah pumsah
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam

indrari-vyakulam lokarm
mrdayanti yuge yuge

This verse forms the basis of
Sri Krsna Sandarbha. The verse
says, “These incarnations are
portions—or portions of por-
tions—of the opulence of the
Lord’s purusa incarnations, but
Krsna is the original Personal-
ity of Godhead. The incarna-
tions descend in every age to
please the devotees by remov-
ing the demons who trouble
Indra.”

Jiva Gosvami says that this
is the key verse because it men-
tions the original Personality of
Godhead (Svayam Bhagavan).
Indeed, it states categorically
that Krsna is that original Per-
sonality of Godhead. There are
several verses in Bhagavatam
about Krsna, but none are so
definitive and clear. So he calls
this verse the emperor verse,
because it can defeat all others.
He therefore analyzes this verse
in great detail, word by word.

Ete, hesays, means “these.” Cameans
“and,” anditsignifies “others.” Soete ca
refers to the twenty-two incarnations
listed, and before Them the purusa
avataras (the three forms by which Visnu
oversees the creation). It also includes
the unlimited other incarnations not
listed. Although these others are not
directly mentioned, they are implied in
the Sanskrit by the word ca.

The word arisa means “section™ or
“portion.” It applies to expansions and
expansions of expansions. The word
kalameans “opulence.” The word puri-

skrit texts.

sah means “person,” and Srila Jiva Go-
svamisaysthatitisasynonym for purusa.
Sothe verse states that all the unlimited
incarnations come from the purusa
avataras. i
One of the six standard methods of
analyzing a text is to see whether the
opening statements and the concluding
statements confirm each other. In this
chapter of the Bhagavatam the opening
statement refers to the purusa incarna-
tion of the Lord (bhagavan), and the
concluding statement is this ete camsa

PURE

JUST IN!—Bhakti Sandarbha
(Jiva Gosvami preaches
the glories of pure bhakti)

Also available:

Free catalog:
JIVA Educational Trust, P.O. Box 3342,
QOcala, FL 34478. Tel: (904) 629-6993

verse. So Sri Jiva says that if we study
the first verse of the chapter and the first

PHILOSOPHY!

* Taped classes given at VIHE by
Satya Narayana Dasa Brahmacari
(ISKCON Gurukula, Vrndavana)
* Jiva Gosvami's Sal Sandarbhas

Hundreds of taped classes by Satya Narayana
Dasa in Gaudiya Vaisnavism from original San-
Includes classes on FParamatma
Sandarbha, Bhagavat Sandarbha, Krsna San-
darbha, and Harinamamrta Vyakarana (Jiva
Gosvami’s Sanskrit grammar book). Also, Gita
commentaries by Visvanatha Cakravarti Tha-
kura and Baladeva Vidyabhusana.

two lines of the concluding verse, we - |

shall find that the two words purusa and
bhagavan are used in both (purisal and
purusabeingsynonymous). Both verses,
then, state that all the incarnations come
not directly from Krsna but from the
purusa avataras. And Krsna is Svayam
Bhagavan, the Personality of Godhead
Himself.

Krsna: Incarnation or Source?
So now we may ask, who exactly is
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Krsna? Earlier, the twenty-third verse
of the chapter states that Krsna and
Balarama appeared in the Vrsni dy-
nasty as the nineteenth and twentieth
incarnations. Now the ete camsa verse
states that Krsna is the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. But if Krsna is
an incarnation, how then are we to con-
clude that He is the original Person-
ality of Godhead, the source of all
incarnations?

In reply, Srila Jiva Gosvami refers to
the Pirva Mimamsa, which says that in
logic a later statement is always
to be taken as more powerful
than a previous one. A simple
example illustrates how this
works: If you ask for a glass of
water and then say, “No, actu-
ally Iwouldlike a glass of milk,”
itis clearly understood that you
want milk, not water.

On this reasoning, there-
fore, the latter statement—that
Krsnais Svayam Bhagavan, the
original Personality of God-
head—is definitive and final.

To leave no room for doubt,
Jiva Gosvami studies the point
from yet another angle. Again
he cites the Parva Mimarhsa,
which lists six criteria by which
one can determine the most
powerful statement. By these
criteria, there is a type of state-
ment, called a sruri, that is
independent and needs no
elaboration or interpretation
for the full meaning to be un-
derstood. Such a statement
stands as the most powerful.

By this guideline, the state-
ment krsnas tu bhagavan svay-
am 1s a Sruti. It is an unam-
biguous declarative statement,
absolute and categorical. It
needs no interpretation and in fact
is more powerful than the earlier men-
tion of Krsna as one of twenty-two
incarnations.

Another point to note is that in the
list of incarnations the word bhagavan
is used only for Balarama and Krsna: it
is not used anywhere else in the list.

But bhagavan, as used in that verse,
applies to both Krsna and Balarama, so
someone may protest that this creates
ambiguity. If you put a lamp on the
threshold, it gives light both inside and
outside. Similarly, in the list of incarna-



Our characteristic is to serve God.
If I don’t serve God, then the characteristic will remain
and DI’ll have to serve maya, thinking in illusion
that I have become master.

tions the word bhagavan gives its mean-
ing to both Krsna and Balarama.

Jiva Gosvami says, “Yes, but that is
allright, because technically Lord Bala-
rama is also not an incarnation.”

Then why are Krsna and Balarama
listed as incarnations? Vyasadeva could
have listed twenty incarnations and then
stated at the end that Krsna and Bala-
rama are Bhagavan. Then things would
have been clear. Srila Jiva Gosvami
counters that Krsna and Balarama are
listed because there is some similarity.
Just as the other incarnations appear
and seem to take birth and so on, so do
Krsna and Balarama. That’s why Vyasa
listed Them as incarnations.

Krsna Stands Apart

As Srila Jiva Gosvami continues his
word-by-word analysis, he comes to the
word fu, which means “but.” It is a
pivotal word, for it signals the reader or
listener that what is about to come is
different from what came before. In this
chapter the topic is incarnations, so by
using fu the author signals that Krsna is
not among the incarnations.

The word ru is also used to indicate
the beginning of a definitive statement.
According to the rules of Sanskrit, fu is
used for those definitive statements clas-

sified as sruti, or the most powerful |
statements, described earlier. In effect, |

therefore, ru gives increased force to
the categorical declaration that Krsnais

the original Supreme Personality of |

Godhead.

Now Sri Jiva Gosvami explains that
in the list of incarnations and in the ete
camsa verse the word bhagavan has the
same meaning. It conveys that, in real-
ity, Krsna is not an incarnation. In fact
He is not even the source of incarna-
tions. He is the source of the source of
incarnations.

As Srila Jiva Gosvami comes to the |

third line of the verse, he says that it is
not to be linked with the second. In this

four-line verse, the second line stands
alone, because its theme completely
differs from what appears in the other
three. The use of the word fu serves to
separate the second line from the rest
of the verse. Since Krsna doesn’t come
for the sole purpose of ridding the uni-
verse of Indra’s enemies, His coming is
not like that of the other incarnations.
Therefore the line about Him stands
apart from the other three lines, which
speak about incarnations.

Srila Jiva Gosvami makes a gram-
matical point to support this view. The
word mrdayanti is plural, and Krsna is
singular, so Krsna cannot be included
in the plural usage of myrdayanti vyaku-
lam. In Sanskrit the subject and verb

must agree both in gender and number. .

Here they do not match in number, so
the verse makes sense only if krsnas tu
bhagavan svayam is taken as separate.

The Siitra that Stands Supreme

These conclusions are lucid and pow-
erful, but Srila Jiva Gosvami wants to
churn the subject more. He says that
there are still many places in the Bhag-
avatam where Krsna is not called Svay-
am Bhagavan. He refers to the state-
ments that He is an incarnation of hair,
an incarnation of Visnu, or some other
incarnation. Altogether there are fif-
teen statements of this sort.

Srila Jiva Gosvami asks, “Why don’t |

I consider those fifteen statements right
and the one under discussion mere glo-
rification? Why not consider krsnas tu
bhagavan svayam just praise of Krsna?
After all, Krsna is the topic, and so He
is glorified at first, so that people will
have faith and listen to this Purana. But
inreality Krsnaisnot Svayam Bhagavan.
Therefore we should interpret thisstate-
ment in the light of those statements
which are many whereas this is only

one.

Srila Jiva Gosvami answers this ob- |

jection very nicely. First he asks, are
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these objections based on the Bhag-
avatam or on other sources? He says,
we shall consider both possibilities.

First he counters the conflicting state-
ments from the Bhagavatam. In the first
chapter the sages ask Siita Gosvami six
questions, and in the second chapter
Sata Gosvami answers the first four. In
the third chapter, which lists the incar-
nations, he answers questions five and
six. So far, Jiva Gosvami points out, no
ambiguous statement about Krsna has
been made. And then He is clearly said
to be Svayam Bhagavan.

Now, after this there may be many
places where Krsna clearly seems to be
called something other than Svayam
Bhagavan; but in the scriptures you
always find that when a topic is to be
explained there is first a sitra, a terse
statement giving the gist of whatisabout
to be presented. Then the body of the
work expands upon it. This is the stan-
dard procedure.

By definition, a siitra must be short,
compact, yet it must hold no ambigu-
ity. It should be clear in meaning and
cause no doubt. It must be a statement
of essence, clear in form and without
defects.

When all these criteria are applied to
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam, it fits very
well. It is a satra.

What kind of satra is it? When a
topicis unknown and then asiitra makes
it known, the sitra is called a paribhasa
siatra. Up until this verse, nothing has
been said about who is Svayam Bhaga-
van, but now Vyasa says, krsnas tu
bhagavan svayam. Thisis a perfect pari-
bhasa sitra.

A paribhasa siitra is supposed to be
universally applicable. It doesnt get
repeated within the same text, because
its universal application is understood.
That’s why Vyasadeva did not repeat

| the satra that says that Krsna is Svayam

Bhagavan.
Whenever the paribhasa siitra and



Among all other sources, Jiva Gosvami says,
he has already shown in the Tattva Sandarbha that the
Srimad-Bhagavatam is the highest. . . . Therefore we should
have no doubt that its authority is above all others.

any other statement are in conflict, we
must accept the paribhasa as superior;

the paribhasa statement is always su- |

preme. In fact, Srila Jiva Gosvami says
that if a statement doesn’t agree with
the paribhasa siitra we must either re-
ject that statement or interpret it. The
paribhasais like a ruling king, whom all
others have to obey. If they don't obey,
then it is our duty to make them obey.

Ornaments to the Emperor

So far, Srila Jiva Gosvami has dealt
with statements from the Bhagavatam
that seem to contradict the emperor
statement. Now he wants to show that
the emperor statement supersedesstate-
ments from other sources, such as the
Vedas, Puranas, and Upanisads.

Among all such sources, he says, he
has already shown in the Tattva San-
darbha that the Srimad-Bhagavatam is
the highest. It is the spotless Purana.
Therefore we should have no doubt
that its authority is above all others.
Further, the spotless Purana says in the
opening verse that here reality will be
revealed. Any othersource may present
so many topics and conclusions, but we
cannot be sure which are real and which
aren’t. The Sri;m.'d—Bhﬁgﬂvamm, on the
other hand, 1s free from defects, and it 1s
the essence of all the Vedas, Puranas,
and [tihasas. Therefore, this emperor
statement from the Bhagavaram—
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam—defeats all
contenders.

Srila Jiva Gosvami expands on the
emperor metaphor. When a king, he
says, returns from a victorious cam-
paign, the king goes on a victory parade,
and everyone turns out to see him, even
former rivals. People even come to see
him who have no direct relationship
with him but are there simply to attend
the parade. In this way they honor and
acknowledge the emperor’s supremacy.
They become like ornaments to him.

Similarly, the statement krsnas tu

| bhagavan svayam can defeat any rival.
| So now that the Bhagavatam has de-
feated all other contenders in all other
texts, the emperor statement goes on a
victory parade, and the presence of
rival statements in the parade are like
ornaments to the emperor.

Every Speaker, Every Word
_ Tofurthersupport these conclusions,
Srila Jiva Gosvami says, “Now I shall
examine the statements of all the speak-
ers in the Bhagavatam to determine
exactly what their thinking is about
Krsna.” The conclusion of his review is
that they actually want to speak about
Krsna, accepting Him as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. They compli-
ment their questioners, *“ Your question
is glorious because you have asked about
Lord Krsna.”

This means that all the variousspeak-

the Tenth Canto, devotes ninety chap-
ters to Krsna and no one else.

Next, Srila Jiva Gosvami considers
the opening and the concluding verses
of S"rimad—kaigavamm. He conducts
his analysis along the same careful
lines as with the ere carmsa verse. The
opening and closing verses, he con-
| cludes, show that the Bhagavatam is
only about Krsna.

ers have one desire, to speak about |
Krsna, and the audience wants to hear |
about Krsna as well. That’s why the |
largest section of Srimad-Bhagavatam, |

He then follows through by looking |

at every canto. Again he concludes that
each canto simply speaks about Krsna.
In this way, he says, if you go to each

chapter or to each verse or even to each |

word, the conclusion is that the Bhaga-
vatam speaks only about Krsna. Thus,
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam: Krsna is
the original Supreme Personality of
Godhead. y

Having established this, Srila Jiva
Gosvami next sets out to establish the
supremacy of Krsna in Vrndavana, with
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Srimati Radharani. He says he needs to
do this because whenever you speak
about Krsna as Svayam Bhagavan peo-
ple automatically assume you refer to
Krsna in His opulent and majestic fea-
ture, as in Dvaraka.

Jiva Gosvami also discusses Krsna's
abode, Vrndavana, because some sects
don’t accept Vrndavana at all. They say
Vrndavana is not mentioned by name
anywhere in the scriptures. To counter
this, he quotes from the Vedas, Upani-
sads, and other texts to show that Vrnda-
vana is mentioned and that it is the
highest of all abodes in the spiritual sky.

The Krsna Sandarbha deals in detail
with various other topics—Vrndavana,
Krsna, the gopis, and Srimati Radharani.
It speaks of the intricate distinctions
between Krsna’s pastimes—manifest
(prakata) and unmanifest (aprakata). It
also glorifies the gopis’ superexcellent
love for Krsna. This topic will be treated
at length in the last volume, Sri Priti
Sandarbha.

Srila Jiva Gosvami concludes the
Krsna Sandarbha with an analysis of
the opening verse of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. He shows how this verse
mentions Radha and Krsna and Their
relationship of madhurya rasa. Radha
and Krsna are in reality the object of
meditation. Here again Jiva Gosvami
gives a word-by-word analysis and re-
veals the opening verse of the Bhag-
avatam to be nothing but a meditation
on Radha and Krsna.

He says that the conjugal pastimes
of Radha and Krsna are so sublime that
even great sages, dacaryas, and demi-
gods are unable to understand them.
Yet Vyasadeva wrote about these pas-
timesin the Srimad-Bhagavatamto give
us some glimpse of the highest stages
of love of God.

Satya NarayanaDasa and Kundali Dasa
are living in Vindavana, India, working
on a translation of the Sat Sandarbha.
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HERE'S A Krsna conscious
project you might like to
support or get involved in.

PROJECT

Gurukula Alumni, Inc.

HEADQUARTERS

Los Angeles, California.

PROJECT
COORDINATORS

Bahulasva Dasa, Caitanya Mangala
Dasa, Manu Dasa, and Sr1 Gandhari
Dasi

GOALS

1. To unite the former students of
ISKCON’s gurukulas (schools).

2. To provide opportunities for these
former students (gurukulis) to devel-
op relationships among themselves
and with older devotees that will help
these students find their place in life
and in Krsna consciousness.

3. To form and maintain an alliance
between ISKCON's first and second
generations.

4. To help Srila Prabhupada’s Krsna
consciousness movement grow into

| a full-fledged society in which anyone

in any situation can move closer to
Krsna.

DETAILS

Gurukula Alumni, Inc.. is a project
undertaken by devotees who attended
ISKCON’s gurukula system. Now no
longer children, they're enthusiastic to
do their part in reuniting Srila Prabhu-
pada’s family of devotees through
open and honest communication.
Experts in social science tell us that
for a spiritual movement to survive
much beyond its founding members,
its second generation has to take up
the movement and continue. Common

| sense tells us the same thing,

So the first step has been to start
a bimonthly international newsletter
called AS IT [S—The Voice of the
Second Generation. Although the
newsletter is geared toward the guru-
kulis themselves, it offers valuable
insights for adults into how the
gurukulis® Krsna consciousness is
developing.

Every year, an international guru-
kula reunion is held in Los Angeles
the same weckend as the Venice
Beach Rathayatra festival. Last year

Left to right: Caitanya Mangala, Bahulasva, Srt Gandhari, Manu.
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about 150 current and former guru-
kula students attended, and so did
many older devotees. Each year the
reunion gets bigger and better. It's a
highlight of an already exciting festi-
val weekend. The 1993 reunion will
be held July 24.

PLANS
Gurukula Alumni has already teamed
up with ISKCON’s International
Board of Education to start Project
Future Hope. This is a program to
match gurukula graduates with devo-
tee enterprises and employers.
Gurukula Alumni is looking for
ways to let people know more about
what the gurukulis are doing, and
what they can do to help ISKCON
grow. The idea is to interest more
people and get more people involved.

OBSTACLES

Not enough devotees—younger or
older—realize deeply enough the
importance of the project. It needs all
the support it can get. But so far the
project has no steady source of
funding.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

1. Subseribe to AS IT [S. For a six-

| issue subscription, send $24 (U.S.)

or $30 (elsewhere).

2. Advertise in AS [T [S.

3. Sponsor the printing of an issue of
ASIT IS.

4. Give a tax-deductible donation.
Your donation will support both
Gurukula Alumni. Inc., and Project
Future Hope.

5. Ask questions or offer encourage-
ment.

To send donations or get more infor-
mation, please contact:

Gurukula Alumni, Inc.

P. O. Box 1395
Culver City, CA 90232, USA
Phone: (310) 204-6944
Fax: (310) 559-7101



ON PILGRIMAGE

SCENES FROM
NAVADVIPA
PARIKRAMA,1993

Devotees from around the world worship and explore
the sacred land of Lord Caitanya's pastimes.

e

by Ravindra Svarapa Dasa
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wo Auspicious Baths

After pulling ourselves from the

grip of the Ganges, we clamber up
the sand bluffs. The river glows like
molten lead. The noon wind dries us.
Languorous from water, wind, and sun,
we make our way slowly up the long
cart-track toward Belpukur, the family
village of Lord Caitanya’s mother, Saci
Devi. As the train of devotees stretches
itself along the rising trail, cows come

Hare Krsna devotees from
around the world walk past
'\ the birthplace of Lord
Caitanya Mahdprabhu. The
| map at left sho ws the nine
“islands” that make up Sri
Navadvipa Dhama.

streaming down it, lots of
them, nudged along by vil-
lage boys carrying switches.
The hoofs of the cows raise
a cloud of fine powder, as
silky as talcum, that coats
our bodies from head to
foot. Thus we receive our second “aus-
picious bath” of the day.

The United Nations
Of the Spiritual World

For seven days we wander among
the fields, villages, and cowsheds deep
in the West Bengal countryside, on
parikrama. Parikrama means “walking
about.” We are walking about Sri Nava-
dvipa Dhama, a place of pilgrimage, a

tirtha or “ford” for crossing from the
material to the spiritual world. This
crossing was opened by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who made His advent
here 506 years ago. Both before and
after the central event, the spiritual
realm is manifest here within the ma-
terial. Parikramais the process by which

" the contiguous spiritual geography of
Navadvipa is disclosed.

In mundane geography, Navadvipa
Dhamaencompasses an area thirty-two
miles in circumference, centered on
Mayapur, a three-mile tract resting on
the easternbank of the Bhagirathi River,
a branch of the lower Ganges, directly
north of the spot where the Jalangi
empties into it. This is about sixty miles
north of Calcutta as the crow flies.

On the first day out. our parikrama

| party holds 800 devotees from 46 dif-

| ferent countries. India is represented
| by 230; Russia, 75; Germany, 60; Unit-
| ed States. 50; Poland, 45; Australia,

35; Sweden, Belgium, Switzerland,
and the United Kingdom each sends
25; Italy, Hungary, and Yugoslavia, 15




each. Those delegating between six and

ten: Spain, France, Peru, Brazil, Den-
mark, Ukraine, Latvia, Austria, Singa-
pore, Argentina, Bulgaria, Lithuania,
South Africa, New Zealand, and Japan.
Those with five or less: Fiji, Czech,
Nepal, Bahrain, Norway, Croatia,
Ecuador, Malaysia, Canada, Mauritius,
Bangladesh, Slovenia, the Netherlands,
Costa Rica, Indonesia, Hong Kong, the
Philippines, and Santo Domin

Each day our numbers increase. By
the seventh and final day our ranks have

swollen b more. But there is no
documentation to say where they come
from.

Thud-Thud-Thud
My first night on parikrama 1 bed
down in an alcove within the sprawling
tent Lumpie\ 2t up for us. Fluorescent
S s length and breadth. I try
leep, but fairly close by an inde-
fatigable little engine puts out a stac-
cato thudding, an endless plosive stutter.

For a long time I listen to that sound. |

BACK TO GODHEAD

34

The suddensilence, when it stops, awak-
ens me. All lights are out, the engine
driving the generator mute at last.

In the morning dark, I bathe under a
portable water towererectedin a nearby
field; I am hammered by the same stut-
tering beat. C mched in the trampled
grassa little ks my bath water
up from the lake.

I come to hear that sound every-
where. It is the sound of a two-stro
three-horsepower diesel engine. Every
night a clutch of them chug away about




our camps bringing light, water, and
amplification. “It is the engine of In- |

dia,” Prthu says.

As we pass through kingdoms of rice
fields. the engines hang long strands of
sound-beads in the rural silence. The
machines hide within straw huts that
punctuate the fields, banging tirelessly
away. From the side of each hut a wide
pipe pours well water into the fields.

We clamber aboard wide-beamed
wooden boats fifty feet long to ply up
the Ganges. The boatmen crank the

The pilgrimage begins.
The palanquin near the
front of the procession
carries Deities of Lord
Caitanya and His eternal
companion Lord
Nityananda. At the far
right flows the river
Ganges. The dome and
spire behind the
procession belong to the
puspa samadhi, or
“flower memorial,” of
His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

engines. Belches of black diesel smoke
herald the beginning of the familiar

| thudding that will escort our flotilla for

two hours on the wide waters.

The Cows Look Up

In all the villages we file through it is
clear that kine are kin—venerable fam-
ily members who intimately share the
courtyards with their human relations.
These cherished cows don't eat off the
ground like beasts. A kindly consider-
ation provides them with pottery bowls,
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maybe four feet around, set in earthen
pillars three feet high. As we move
through the villages chanting, the hu-
mans line the paths to greet us, while
behind them in the cow-crowded court-
yards the cows look up from their bowls
to acknowledge us with slow bovine
stares before returning to their meals.

Of Soul and Soles

On parikrama the ground underfoot
assumes immense importance, because
you're supposed to goshoeless. A West-
ern tenderfoot, I start out in my shoes,
but take them off the second day after
we receive an admonishing lecture by
Lokanath Swami, who promises “blis-
ters become bliss.” Others repeat the
bodybuilder’sslogan “No pain,no gain.”
Nevertheless, I keep my shoes handy in
my shoulder bag, just in case.

I noticed the difference right away:
barefoot I am definitely more here,
in solid contact with the sacred soil.
Grounded, or as they say in India,
“earthed.” However,now my vision per-
petually scans the terrain immediately
before my delicate feet, and much scen-
ery flows by unseen. The cow paths and
cart tracks deep in the country are won-
derful: cool, soft powdery earth. Even
brick roads through some larger vil-
lages are not bad. But I grow to hate the
“government roads” whose dead sur-
faces abrade the soles and are sown like
mineficlds withsharp tiny stones. [ some-
times go shod against the unfor-giving
asphalt. Is this, too, holy ground? The
question receives some discussion.

As we pick our way barefoot over a
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rough section, Jayapataka Maharaja
tells me, “Kavicandra Swami said he
read it you wear your shoes you lose
twenty-five percent of the benefit. Hey,
only twenty-five percent! That’s not so
much! Makes you reconsider about the
shoes!™

In spite of my caution, my feet at the
end have taken their punishment: blis-
tered. pierced, cut, and bruised not just
from walking ten vulnerable kilometers
a day, but also from incautious dancing
and leaping about on unyielding tile or
cement. However: the bliss of the soul
overcomes the pain of the soles.

The Owls at Mamgachi

Awash in the strong scent of fulasi
plants, I am sitting under an ancient
bakul tree in a temple courtyard in
Mamgachi. I can see the graceful Deity
Madana Gopala, once worshiped by
Lord Caitanya’s associate Vasudeva
Datta. The priest who has taken care of
Madana Gopala for fifty-four years, man
and boy, stands white-haired and
stooped on the temple plinth and ad-
dresses us. His name is Jagat Bandhu
Dasa Brahmacari. The bakul tree is
very old and sacred, he tells us; its enor-
mous trunk 1s hollow; as a child he used
to climb down inside it. In the branches
of the tree dwell two white owls, emis-

saries of Laksmi Devi, the goddess of
fortune and consort of Visnu. Formerly,

the two owls used to appear every |

evening at the time of arati, when the
priest would ring the bell and circle the
five-flamed ghee lamp before Madana
Gopala and dusk would gather in the
branches of the bakul tree. And there
the owls would be. watching—large.
pale, auspicious. But nowadays, the
priest says, you don’t see them. They
appear only very, very rarely.

The Trolley

In the middle of the procession rolls
the loudspeaker trolley. A “trolley™ in
Bengali denotes a certain ubiquitous
carrier for goods—a man-powered
three-wheeled cycle with a flat wooden
bed, about five feet long and three wide,
set between the rear wheels. The dri-
ver of the trolley in our procession never
rides: he just pushes. A bamboo mast,
about five feet high, is lashed to the seat

support: mounted fore and aft are two |

powerful loudspeakers. Tied above |

them is the receiver for the cordless
microphone, its silver antenna jutting
out like a gaff. Two hefty truck batter-
ies and an amplifier ride the flat bed.
Also: assorted shoulder bags and back-
packs, canteens and bottles of Bisleri
water, and the occasional footsore child.,
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who runs the risk, however, of inner-ear
damage.

India has embraced sound ampli-
fication with unbridled enthusiasm,
To Western ears, the whole country
seems to have its volume set too high.
Mobile and stationary loudspeakers
seek you out everywhere. Prthu ex-
pounds to me on
the theory that
in India, Loud-
ness is Truth.
The holy name
is sweet, but we
do keep our dis-
tance from the
sound trolley.

The cordless
mike, however,
is an unmitigat-
ed boon. In pro-
cession, the lead
chanter moves
at will up and
down the line,
the percussion
section sticking
tohimlike body-
guards around a
head of state.
When we stop
at various holy
places, the trol-




The Swami
fram Brazil
holds the
form of Srila
Prabhupada
as @ woman
from Bengal
offers |
flowers.

Devotees

y enjoy
unrestricted
freedom in

| the chanting
of Lord

I HOAmes.,
®/

¥

BACK TO GODHEAD

37

Krsna'’s holy

ley can sit even at a dis-
tance when walls, steps. or
slopes block passage, and
everyone can hear the
preachers and storytellers,
who are able to pass the
mike around conveniently
among themselves.

Best of all, at our stops
the cordless mike gives
unprecedented freedom to
the kirtana leader. With
the broadcasting trolley
docked alongside the kir-
tana hall or temple yard,
the untethered lead singer
is free to plunge into the
action on the floor, to spin
around, to race back and
forth, even to roll on the
ground, and thus unbound
by cordage to draw energy
from the dancing troupe,
while the invisible ether-
ic umbilicus carries his
mounting enthusiasm to the
trolley, which delivers it to
the happy crowd.

The Prabhupada-Bearer

At the head of our pro-
cession, just behind the ban-
ner stretched between two
poles, comes Srila Prabhu-
pada in deity form. He’s
carried each day by Parama
Gati Swami, a tall and graceful Brazil-
ian who leads our temple in Paris.
Parama Gati Swami has gotten in shape
for this service, walking for days before
in bare feet to toughen up his soles. As
Prabhupada’s bearer, he can’t break
stride or hop around like the rest of us to
avoid rough terrain.

Robed in saffron, garlanded with
marigolds, Srila Prabhupada rides be-
tween gold cushions upon a golden
throne. Parama Gati Swami grasps the
heavy vyasasana by its sides and bot-
tom, bearing it straight out in front of
his solar plexus. To insure a smooth
ride, Prabhupada has to be held slightly
away from the carrier’s body. Every
evening Parama Gati Swami hasto have
his arms and shoulders massaged for a
few hours to work the cramps out.

State of the Art
Pennants flying, our pilgrim-laden
boat beats up the Ganges and disturbs a



huge flock of ducks. A dense cloud of
birds bursts into the sky, each tiny dark
laboring form precisely etched on puls-
ing blue. Awestruck, we watch the flock
wheel about, drop over the water, rise
up, wheel about again, and again, and
again in a spectacular display of preci-
sion aerial acrobatics. As it slides past
shifting vistas of earth and water and
air, the racing bird-cloud continually
alters shape while all the sharp-edged
bird-forms in unison switch aspect from |
front to side to back. The display re-
minds me strongly of something. What?
Ah! High-powered computer graphics!

We are walking a high dike-road;
rice paddies stretch in both directions
as far as the eye can see. Ponds for
breeding small fish border the road
twenty feet below. Suddenly, a large
bird, stiletto-beaked, darts athwart us
and hovers at eye level just beyond the
embankment. I stop and gawk at this
kingfisher—the size of him!—hanging
like a hummingbird. Parked in sheer
space, the bird peers down intently at
the water below. Suddenly it become a
falling needle-nosed dart that slips be-
neath the surface as smooth as grease;
a moment later it regains the air in a
blue-and-white flurry of feather and
froth, asliver of silver disappearing into
its beak. I have looked with awe on

Whompers in hand, Ayodhyapati Dasa leads the
chanting of Hare Krsna. After the pilgrimage,
Ayodhyapati accepted sannyasa, the renounced order,
and is now known as Bhakti Braga Govinda Swami.

Cooling off in
the waters of the
Ganges.

stealth fighters and jump-jets, but
that was before the demonstra-
tion of this hunter’s acronautics.

Excess at Narasimha Palli

Itis my first day on parikrama,
and when we arrive at Nara-
simha Palli—our final destina-
tion—I have a headache. I want
to be someplace quiet, and dark.
I want to be by myself. But I
am quite surrounded; the whole
village has turned out to sell
or watch. The kirtana hall—a
roofed, open-sided terrazzostage
in front of a small domed tem-
ple—is crammed with a melee of
devotees, who are spilling from
the flanks and plunging in again.
The sound trolley, drawn up
alongside, demonstrates its po-
tency to the wondering villagers.
I crawlinto a shady spot in a twin
hall (meant for eating) adjacent
the kirtana hall. There the up-
roar is getting wilder and wilder.
I see arms flailing about, and the
maelstrom in the mid-
dle of the press move
up and down the hall.
Amazingly, I see feet
inthe air. A roar goesup. I see
a well-known sannydasi, of
considerable heft, borne up
over the devotees’ heads. I
disapprove. Each crash of
drum and cymbal fires a squib
of painin my head. I am won-
dering where I can escape to,
when a muscular, sweat-
soaked figure emerges from
the mob and lopes half-
crouched toward me. It is
Ayodhyapati Dasa, a former
football player from Mem-
phis, Tennessee, just the sort
of fellow who made my life
miserable in high school. He
seizesmyarminahard, meaty
grip and pulls. I shake my
head no, and he pulls harder.
I am on my feet and a second

Esg] RIgIpUe g

bub, buffeted violently on all
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| sides. Ayodhyapati puts his face two
inches before mine and screams like a
Marine Corps drill instructor at the top
of his lungs. He is screaming: “Hare
Krsna! Hare Krsna! Krsna Krsna! Hare
Hare!”

laterin the middle of the hub- |

I scream back. He grins and shoves
the microphone into my hand. The
drums and cymbals crash. Jolts of ener-
gy surge into me from the press of buf-
fetingbodies. The world starts spinning.

Fifteen minutes later, soaking wet,
banged up about the ribs, [ worm out of
the line of scrimmage and fall panting
on the sidelines, wondering what came
over me. As I try to recover my breath,
I feel that meaty grip biting on my arm
again. [ offer no resistance. He pulls me
to a tiny side door of the temple. “Spe-
cial mercy,” he points out. A devotee is
stretched flat into the temple sanctum,
his hands grasping the feet of the an-
cient black image of Narasimhadeva.






The cherished cows of Lord Caitanya’s abode.

millennia ago, came to this island in
Navadvipa and, endowed with foresight,
narrated the future pastimes of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Eager to hear
Stta's discourse, Lord Siva mounted his
vahana, or carrier, the bull Nandi, and
left hisabode. Nandi was slow. and Lord
Siva became increasingly impatient.
Stopping at the abode of Lord Brahma,
Sivaswapped hisbullfor Brahma’s much
swifter swan-carrier, and on that he
swooped down onto Navadvipa in time
to cagerly drink with his ears the nectar
of Lord Caitanya’s pastimes.

The Hamsa-vahana deity memorial-
izes Lord Siva’s unusual appearance on
Brahma's swan, impelled by his ecstatic
attraction to Lord Caitanya. The wor-
shipers of Hamsa-vahana say that the
deity is always extremely hot, so they
must keep him continuously covered

with water, like the core of a nuclear |

reactor. That’s why he stays submerged
in a lake. On the twelve days in April
when Hamsa-vahana comes out to be
viewed in the temple, water is poured
over him nonstop, around the clock.
Otherwise he would heat up and start
smoking. All day and all night long
queues of people waiting to bathe
Hamsa-vahana stretch through the vil-
lage streets.

Popular opinion holds that Hamsa-
vahanais hot from anger (as Siva exem-
plifies destructive rage), but the truth is

that the heat arises
from Lord Siva’s
intense love for
Lord Caitanya.

After hearing
about Hamsa-
vahana, we make
our way out of
the shady village,
chanting loudly. A dirt cart-track takes
us through dazzling rice fields toward a
bosky tree line, ballooned out by the
form of a massive banyan. These trees
drink the waters of the lake in which
Hamsa-vahana lies submerged.

As we close in on the great banyan,
the sky over us erupts with the screech-
ing fluttering forms of monstrous bats,
five feet from wingtip to wingtip. These
are the fruit bats of the Old World trop-
ics, known aptly as “flying foxes.” There
are scores of them. Jinking and gyrating
madly, they careen about the banyan,
and their shrill cries of alarm usher us
into the shade of the banyan’s soaring
vault.

The mammoth trunk is a thick braid
of interwoven risers, fused into a U. It
perches on the high edge of a slope,
crosshatched with knobby roots, that
dropsaway to the lake shore. The entire
amphitheater is covered by a vast um-
brella of leaf, the ribbings of heavy
branches arching far out over the wa-
ters. From the overhead vaulting hang
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In the tradition of Indian pilgrims, a
devotee from the West bears on her head
a tulast plant, sacred to Lord Krsna.



multiple ropy descenders, arboreal tails,
their tips finely tasseled with roots-to-
be, eager for earth.

After working through an obstacle
course of living wood, I gain the trunk
and sit on a fat root at the mouth of the
U, which faces the lake. I peer in. The
interior is about two feet across at the
opening and reaches back about ten
feet, widening out by another foot.
Twelve feet up, the sides converge to
make a roof. The interior wall, a weave
ofsemi-fused tube-shapedslick-skinned
risers, looks uncannily like the extrater-
restrial organic structures depicted in
Hollywood science fiction films,

The enclosure has been floored with
mud, finished with a smooth, dun-
colored plaster of cow dung. There is
even a step. It is an exquisite bhajana
kutir, a meditation place for a sage with
matted locks, a lookout providing a
beautiful view of the shaded slope and
shore and the hyacinth-covered waters

ofthe lake itself. Most of all, the banyan |

cave is a place of darsana, of viewing the

Eight hundred
devotees walk by in
the morning mist.
Below, devotees sit
beneath Lord Siva’s
. banyan tree. Lord
Siva’s lake is fainily
visible in the
background at the
right.

| deity, forin adirect line of sight from the |

entrance, about fifteen feet out into the
plant-choked lake, stands a patch of
clear water, in the middle of which rise
| outthestrutsofasunkenbamboo frame.
Just here, on the lake bottom, coolly
reposes Hamsa-vahana Mahadeva.
When Hamsa-vahana comes out of
the lake, Subhaga Maharaja says, he is
placed in the tree cave and worshiped
before being carried to the thatched
temple in the village. We set the deity of
Srila Prabhupada, seated on his golden
vyasasana, within the tree-kutir. First |
bend inside to brush out a few dead

leaves and curls of dried snakeskin. I get |

a closer look into the interior. Against
the wall hang arrases of well-knit spider
webs, the X of a large black spiderin the
center of each one. The bellies of the
spiders are marked horizontally with
three parallel white lines—the forehead
ornament of Lord Siva.

I am asked to addressed the assem-
bly. Overhead the leather-winged fox-
batsstillsqueak and gibber as they pivot
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about the treetop. Looking down at the
bamboo slats jutting out of the water, I
appeal to Hamsa-vahana Mahadeva to
helpusdistribute Lord Caitanya's mercy
in this Kali-yuga, when so many people
areruled by the dangerous and destruc-
tive forces of the mode of darkness that
Lord Siva himself controls. As the fore-
most devotee of Krsna, Lord Sivashould
bestow his mercy to those people
plagued by intoxication, insanity, rage,
and despair—so that they can receive
Lord Caitanya’s gift of love of God.
Finally we leave the shelter of the
banyan tree and again traverse the open
fields. Five minutes later we halt in a

high péslurc, grass grazed to the nub,
next to a mango grove. This is the place
Suta Goswami recited the pastimes of
Caitanya; this field is identical with
Naimisaranya,in northwest India, where
Siata spoke Srimad-Bhagavatam. Nai-
misaranya is regarded as the hub of the
universe,so anysacrifice performed here
redounds to the benefit of all people.

| Mindful of this, to save all souls, we sit

and chant a round of the Hare Krsna
mantra on our beads, and then stand
and chant Hare Krsnacongregationally.
The kirtana is mellow and sweet. In the
distance [ see the flock of bats stream-
ing away from the banyan tree. I watch
them wandering over the brightly lit
fields, their formation scattered and
splayed. Idly, I wonder if they are dis-
oriented by all the light, for it is now
wellinto morning. [ return my attention
tothe kirtana. Suddenly they are massed
directly overour heads, fairly low, wheel-
ing about in tight spirals, their squeaks
audible through our chanting. And then
the sky is empty.



The essence of the
Journey is the
chanting of the holy
names—~Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare.

The Elders

I hear that a num-
ber of young devotees
profess astonishment
to see us old folk—all
around the half-cen-
tury mark—frolicking
in kirtana like kids,
forgetful of our dig-
nity and decorum. We
do let ourselves go.
Afterwards, we sit
around complaining
to one another about

our backs, our hip joints, our ankles, |

our arches. We vow we won't go over-
board like this again; we remind our-
selves that we don’t have those elastic,
quick-mending bodies of youth: but the
next day we throw caution and common
sense to the wind and whoop it up care-
lessly, in defiance of gravity.

In his evening years the poet W. B.
Yeats wrote, some thought excessively,
on carnal themes. “You think it hor-
rible,” he addressed these critics, “that
lust and rage/ Should dance attention
onmyoldage.” He answered them with
arhetorical question: “What else have [
to spur me into song?”’

Well, here is something else. Here is

our singing and dancing school, where |

aging men clap andsing, disdaining their
bones and their dignity, no lust nor rage
spurring them into song.

The Real Dirt

“Whoever rolls in the dirt of Surabhi
Kuiija, chanting the names of Lord
Caitanya and Nityananda, receives the
special mercy of Nityananda,” our guide
announces, consulting his guidebook. I

file into the entranceway of Surabhi
Kufija with the first group to look for a
good place to roll in the dirt. It’s not
easy. Right now, Surabhi Kufja is a
construction site, full of stacks of bricks,
cement mix, and iron re-bars. Finally,
someone discovers a patch of nice sand,

| and we throw ourselves down into it,

rolling and chanting.

Shortly, Jayapataka Maharaja ar-
rives. “Hey!” he exclaims. “This is con-
struction sand! It was brought in from
outside! Over here! Look! Here is the
real dirt!” I dash over. Sure enough,
there is a wide swatch of dark, crumbly
earth. It looks good. We fling ourselves
down and start rolling,.

Subala Vesa
In a field outside a village the cows
have been frightened by the crowd of

| passing pilgrims. Herders chase two

mothers and their calves through the
rice stubble, trying to get them to cross
the road. At the edge the cows balk and
bellow, eyes rolling and bulging, and
bolt back through their herders. Our
group stand well clear until the two
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cows finally trot swiftly up the road. A
cowherd boy picks up the littlest calf,
hugging it tightly to his chest, and walks
off after its mother.

“Subala vesa,” Bhurijana says to me.
“You know that story?” '

¢ NG

Thisisthe story he told me:itis about
Radha and Krsna.

rity, and Radha is virtually a prisoner in
her own house. Yearning for Krsna. all
day long she goes about her duties un-
der the sharp eye of Jatila, her mother-
in-law. Others track Krsna’smovements.

| Onthedayinquestion, however,aclose
| friend of Krsna’s named Subala goes
| toward the house of Radha’s in-laws,

Srimati Radharani is the embodi- |

ment of the internal pleasure potency
of Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. He is the supreme male;
she, the supreme female; and the play
of their ever-growing love affair is the

most secret mystery enacted at the foun- |

tainhead of reality. Radha eternally be-
longs to Krsna, and He to Her, but for
the sake of increasing love. the couple
forget themselves in dramatic arrange-
ments. by which Srimati Radharani’s
relation with Krsna is illicit, and scan-
dalous. Defiers of convention, flaunters
of morality, the lovers are kept apart
by committees of vigilant elders. In
anguish, they long for each other and,
with their confidantes, obsessively con-

with whom she lives. He has a calf with
him. At the right spot, Subala gives a
twist to the calf’s tail; it races off, and as
planned charges straight into the court-
yard of Radha’s family, Subala coming
in hot pursuit. Jatila is instantly alert.
Warning bells go off.

“What are you doing here?” Jatila
demands of the panting Subala after
stopping him just past the gate. “You're
great buddies with that juvenile de-
linquent Krsna. The two of you are up
to something! [ know it! Get out of
here!™

“No. no, no,” Subala protests.
“Mother, you've got it all wrong. I'm

| just trying to get my calf back, that’s
| all.” He smiled charmingly. “And

spire to meet secretly in the Vindavana |
i is morning, and I've seen the

' fight th g and I il

light. You won't see me hanging out |

forests.
Their success breeds tightened secu-

Mother, I have to agree with you about
Krsna. I'm finished with him. We had a
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with him anymore, getting into trouble.
Now, I'm just trying to do my duty.
Please, let me get my calf.”

Jatila is persuaded. and she lets
Subala go find his calf.

He finds Radharani. and swiftly he
gives her his clothes to put on. Subala
and Radha could be twins. so alike are
their features, so when she is dressed in
Subala’s cow-herding clothes, she is a
dead ringer. Then she wraps her arms
about the calf and raises it up. Her
breasts are completely hidden.

Giddy with the thought of meeting
Krsna, Radharani walks away from her
house, directly under the piercing gaze
of Jatila, who only sees Subala carrying
his calf out. He looks back at Jatila. and
with a smile nods in farewell.

That’show Radha came to be dressed
in subala-vesa, Subala’s clothes. This
pastime is still celebrated in Vrndavana
temples. If you go on the right day,
you’'ll see the Deity of Srimati Radha-
rani dressed up in the outfit of a cow-
herd boy and holding a calf to her chest.
Because she’s dressed in a man'’s dhori,
it's one of the few times you can see

| her feet, usually hidden by her skirt or

sari.

Tamal Krishna
Goswami
Suffers a Defeat
After a four-hour
march, we are gath-
eredatourfinalstop-
ping place, in a great
hall before the Dei-
tiesat the yoga-pitha,
the birthsite of Lord
Caitanya. Devotees
have been coming to

An ecstatic sannyasi

| from Germany,
Sacinandana Swami
(center), dances and
chanis with the author
of this article, Ravindra
Svarapa Dasa.



the microphone on the stage and shar-
ing with the crowd their “parikrama
realizations.” The other devotees are
bothinstructed and entertained by these
presentations, which have gone far past
the scheduled time. We are supposed to
take breakfast here and arrive back at
our temple in time for the noon arati.
We won’t make it. As people speak,
Tamal Krishna Goswami, sotto voce,
gathers support among the leaders
onstage for a proposal to forgo break-
fast in order to return in time for noon
arati: if we are late, the Deities will not
be on view, and our final kirtana will
suffer.

Satisfied that he has support, Tamal
Krishna Goswami puts it to the crowd.
He slants the presentation, making his
preference clear. We should skip break-
fast and be back in time for a grand-
finale kirtana. What is eating compared
to ecstatic chanting?

“How many want to skip breakfast
and leave right away so we can have a
huge kirtana?” Strangely, only a few

Borne on the waters of the Ganges,
devotees go with the flow.

hands go up.

“How many want to honor breakfast
prasadam now, and take our chances on
getting back?” The hall explodes with
cheers and waving arms.

Moral; the sarnkirtana army, like all
armies, moves on its stomach.

Receptions

Villagers line the roadside to see us
passing by. Sometimes we see them
come running across the fields. They
press their palms together in respect
and, lifting their arms, shout, “Gaura
haribol! Gaura haribol!” Sometimes a
man will prostrate himself in the road

| and try to touch the passing pilgrims’

feet. Often villagers will spill buckets of
water in our pathway as a sign of re-
spect, and then smear their bodies with
the water after everyone has passed
through. Many times we are received by
women with a chorus of shrill ulula-
tions, sounding something like the ris-
ing and falling trill of cicadas. It is an
auspicious sound, like that of a conch
shell, and goes by the
- name of ulu-dhvani.
On the last stretch
of our journey, on
© the road between the
voga-pitha and our
own temple, a woman
stands, unexpectedly,
in the exact center of
the highway, facing our
advancing column. She
waits for us motion-
lessly, her eyes down-
cast as we advance
toward her. A steel
bucket, brimming with
water, sits by her feet.
A few yards in front of
her, we come to a halt;

fore Srila Prabhupada
in Parama Gati Swa-
mi’s hands. She is a stri-
kingly lovely young
woman. She has freshly
bathed and is dressed
with care in clean, new
garments. The white
Vaisnava tilaka mark
and large red bindi
dot on her forehead,
the bright vermilion
anointing the part in
her shining hair have
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drawn-out notes vi-

she stands directly be- |

At the birth site
of Lord Caitanya,
devotees immerse

themselves in the
chanting of the holy
names.

all been applied with
precision. She keeps
her eyes shyly down-
cast. Asthe half-mile-
long column comes
gradually to astop be-
hind us, we stand
there as if mesmer-
ized by her intensity
of purpose, her shy-
ness, her perfection of
dress.

She tips the bucket
forward, and the clear
water washes toward
us, flowing around
Parama Gati Swami’s
feet. Sheraisesa white
conch shell to her
lips, and three husky,

brate the air. She low-
ers the conch. Then
her mouth opens to an O, the tip of her
pink tongue oscillates rapidly from side
to side, and three long, trilling ulula-
tions, rising and falling, fill the air. When
the shrill sound fades, she slowly offers
obeisances, forehead onthe wet tarmac,
and then she steps aside.
The column moves forward.

Mantras of Sacrifice

We turn from the road and approach
the great gate to our burgeoning Maya-
pur City. A reception party has come
out. Two elephants stand swaying side
to side. Greeters move among the re-
turning devotees heaping garlands of
marigolds on them and plastering their
foreheads with sandalwood paste.
Priests come forward bearing a golden
“auspicious pot™ of sacrifice on a tray







seeing the shapely thigh. “Lostinbodily |  Jack’svoice grew distant as her pink-
sensation, we forget ourselves, and our | clad derriere wiggled past. “If I'm not

CONDITIONED SOULS
(continued from page 64)

“Never, Rich.” ecstatic love of God. I scratch her itch, | this body, then . .. whose body am I?”
“Why not?” she scratches mine. But the souls within That finished me. Gasping and laugh-
“I don’t know. You tell me.” remain untouched and unsatisfied. Toa | ing, I could hardly reply. But Jack. eyes
“QOkay. But if sex is natural, you also = saint, Jack, we’re all rather queer.” still tracking the pink, became strangely
have to admit that sex is miraculous.” “Speak for yourself, young man. I | sober.
“Amen,” he said laughing. still say homosexuality is a plague.” “There’s only one thing that bothers
“Why? Why is sex miraculous?” “And the saint would agree. By its | me, Rich.”
“Conception,” he grimaced. “That’s | very nature, homosexuality precludes “What's that, Jack?”
the problem.” | the miracle, the divine intent of sex. So “Why did the good Lord put the
“That’s the miracle. Yousaid it. For- | do contraception and abortion. They | funhouse so close to the outhouse? Do
get the miracles and we forget the di- | are all perverse, to varying degrees, the | you think He’s trying to tell us some-
vine purpose: to conceive and raise | rotted fruit of our misunderstanding.” | thing?”
childrentolove God. And what ashrewd “Which is?” “Jack.”
lover He is. Raising children is such a “That we are this body.” “What?”
challenge, who would conceive them if “Hi, Jack!” “I think you're becoming a saint.”€}
sex were not so pleasurable?” “This what?” said Jack, now tipping
“Sensational,” Jack added, eyeball- | his hat to the luscious young lady wav- | Suresvara Dasa, a recovering heterosex-
ing a miniskirt. ing his way. ual, has been practicing Krsna conscious-
“There’stherub,” Isaid with alaugh, “This body.” ness since 1970.
Advertisement
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So we have ro practice Krsna consciousness
in such a way that we shall permanently exist in the
higher nature. And if we can die in that higher nature, then
our place in the transcendental world is reserved.

NATURE (continued from page 8)
not different from the sound Krsna,
that Krsna is not different from the
Bhagavad-gita, that Krsna is not differ-
ent from anything connected with
Krsna. These things are to be under-
stood.

The whole world is a manifestation
of the energy of Krsna. There are two
kinds of energy: the lower energy and
the higher energy. The higher energy
manifests the living entities. We living
entities belong to the higher nature of

the Supreme Lord. Jiva-bhiitam maha- |

baho yayedam dharyate jagat. This world
i1s made of the lower, material nature,
and the higher nature is the living entity.

But anything connected with Krsna |
enters the higher nature. Even material |

things dovetailed with Krsna conscious-
ness turn into the higher nature.

I have several times given this ex-
ample: If you put an iron rod in the fire,
it becomes warm, warmer, and gradu-
ally it becomes red hot. When it is red
hot, it is transformed into the nature of
fire. Itis no longer iron. Similarly, if you
constantly remain in Krsna conscious-
ness, you at once transfer yourself to the
higher nature of Krsna, and that is your
liberation. If we can die in the higher
nature, then thisformula applies: tyaktva
deham punar janma naiti—"He does
not come back to the material world.”

So we have to practice Krsna con-
sciousness in such a way that we shall
permanently exist in the higher nature.
And if we can die in that higher nature,
then our place in the transcendental
world is reserved. In India there is a
common saying: bhajan koro pijan
koro murte janle haya. The meaning is
that you may be a great meditator, or
you may be a great religionist or yogi or
a very learned scholar—or whatever
you may be—but everything will be
tested at the time of your death.

How far you have progressed will be

tested at the time of your death. That is
also explained in the Bhagavad-gita:
yar yam vapi smaran bhavam tyajaty
ante kalevaram. Ante means “at the
end.” The body is sure to end. Anta-
vanta ime deha. The body is antavat:itis
destined toend. *“Assure asdeath.” But
nityasyoktah saririnah. Saririnah means
the spirit spark occupying the body. That
is nitya, eternal. The whole process is
that the eternal has to get rid of the non-
permanent material contact. And he
has to take leave for the spiritual world.

During our present life we have to
practice in such a way that we remain
constantly in the higher nature, in the
spiritual nature, like an iron rod in the
fire. Not that for one or two hours we
make this association and try to be in
the higher nature but after leaving this
place we again turn to the lower nature.
No. Whatever we hear from this place
we should try to understand clearly with-

outany doubt. Forexample, Lord Krsna |

says that anyone who understands His
appearance, disappearance, and activi-
ties—all these transcendental things—
goes back to the kingdom of Godhead
after leaving this body. Now, this fact
should be clearly understood. So I am
trying to make you understand clearly
how it can be possible. We have to un-
derstand everything scrutinizingly. In
the Bhagavad-gita you will find, tad vid-
dhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya:
One has to learn these things from the
person who is in knowledge of them. It
is not that simply by purchasing a
Bhagavad-gita we understand every-
thing. No. Tad viddhi pranipatena pari-
prasnena sevayd. You have to approach
a person who is in knowledge of the
thing. Without this, you cannot under-
stand. [tisrecommended. It is essential.

Our propensity to inquire about the
higher nature should be awakened. In
the lower nature we are busy with eat-
ing, sleeping, defending, and sense
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gratification. We should not be satis-
fied simply remaining in the lower
nature. The human life is meant for de-
veloping the highernature. The Vedanta-
sitra therefore says, athato brahma-
consciousness of the human body. Now
is the time for asking about the Su-
preme Brahman.

So the higher nature has to be devel-
oped. This transcendental association
is meant for developing that higher na-
ture. We must understand the higher
nature, as recommended in the Vedas.
In all the scriptures it is said that with-
outapproaching a person who canteach
you of the higher nature, you cannot
develop the higher nature. You have
the higher nature, but to invoke that
higher nature requires the assistance of
a person in the higher nature. That is
recommended.

Accepting Higher Authority

If someone says, “1 don’t require the
help of any spiritual master,” that is
wrong. In our Vedicculture, great learn-
edscholarssuchas ézlﬁkar{icﬁryzt, Rama-
nujacarya, Madhvacarya, Nimbarka,
and Lord Caitanya all accepted a spiri-
tual master. In India there have been
many, many great scholars, and they all
accepted aspiritual master. Even Krsna.
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, had a spiritual master be-
cause He wanted to show the example.
He did not require under any circum-
stances to acquire knowledge from any-
one, but because He was playing just
like a human being He set the example
of accepting a spiritual master. That is
the system. Evam parampara-praptam
imam rajarsayo viduh. The disciplic
succession must be accepted.

Now, just as we are trying to under-
stand from Krsna, Arjuna is trying to
understand. Arjunasaid to Krsna, sigyas
te "harii sadhi mam tvam prapannanm: 1



am surrendering unto You. Oh, accept
me as Your disciple.” Sisya means dis-
ciple. Sas-dharu is the verb from which
this word sisya comes. 5;',5_\,-.5: means one
who voluntarily accepts the disciplinary
measures from the higher authority. He
is called a sisya.

So to be situated in the higher na-
ture, we have to approach a person like
Krsna or His representative. Arjuna
got the instruction of Bhagavad-gita,
and he developed the higher nature. We
have totake the knowledge from Arjuna
as it is. We have to keep ourselves al-

ways in the higher nature. Then we will
be prepared for the time of death. One
day we will have to give up the body. I
am now seventy years old. My days are
numbered. I'll have to give up this body.
The warning is already there.

Sowe have to prepare ourselves. For
example, when going from New York to
California, you have to reserve a seat
and make many arrangements. Similar-
ly, we must know that we have to leave
the body. and we must prepare for that.
If we don’t prepare and all of a sudden
death comes, our whole life is spoiled.

So we have to think of Krsna. This is
the easiest process: to think of the ac-
tivities of Krsna, how He appears, how
He disappears. We must try to under-
stand these things. This inquisitiveness
is transcendental inquiry. And we must
know the answers from persons who
are in knowledge. That way we shall be
able to put ourselves constantlyin Krsna
consciousness. The result will be that by
quitting the body we shall be at once
transferred to the transcendental world.
This is the process.

Thank you very much.

PASTIMES (continued from page 26)

But the impatient king broke into
the room early, and Visvakarma disap-
peared, leaving behind the set of un-
finished Deities. As the king began
lamenting—for what would be the use
of unfinished Deities?—Lord Jagan-
natha revealed His identity.

The Lord told the king that He had
appeared in this form to fulfill the Vedic
statement that although He is without
hands and feet He accepts the offerings
of His devotees and walks about to be-
stow His blessings upon the people
of the earth. He added that the devo-
tees who have achieved love of God-
head see Him as éyémasundara, Krsna,
the original Lord, holding a flute.

Then the sage Narada came on the
scene. He disclosed that Lord Krsna
had appeared in this particular form
once before—in Kuruksetra. Narada
himself had had the good fortune to see
this. Hearing these statements, the king
accepted Lord Jagannatha as his wor-
shipable Lord. He understood that the
form of the Deities was not an acciden-
tal creation: because he had been feel-
ing intense separation from Krsna, the
Lord had appeared in this form. This
was also a sign that the Lord had felt
similar separation from the king. Over-
whelmed with ecstasy, King Indradyum-
na began his worship. Since then these
forms of Jagannatha, Baladeva, and
Subhadra have been worshiped in Purt.

The Ideal Place for
Caitanya Mahaprabhu

It is not by chance that Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu lived in Puri and there
worshiped the Deity of Lord Jagan-
natha. Lord Caitanya, during His final
pastimes, showed more and more the

mood of Radharani. Day and night He

| lamented His separation from the Lord
| withintense feeling. Lord Jagannathais |
the form Krsna assumes as He thinks |

intensely and solely of the Vrajavasis,
the gopis, and Radharani. Therefore
the most appropriate Deity for Lord
Caitanya, who had assumed the mood
of Radharani, was Lord Jagannatha.

The Meaning of the Rathayatra Festival

Externally, Rathayatra is spectacu-
lar—colorful and entertaining. Yet the
Gaudiya Vaisnavas, the followers of
Lord Caitanya, see in the Festival of the
Chariots much more than just a happy
event. The pulling of the cart by the
Lord’s devotees symbolizes the attempt
of the Vrajavasis, especially Radharani
and the gopis, tobring Krsna, Balarama,
and Subhadra back to Vrndavana.

Vrndavana can also represent the
heart of Krsna’s devotee. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhuprayedto Lord Krsna, “For
most people the mind and heart are one,
but because My mind is never separated
from Vrndavana, I consider My mind
and Vrndavana to be one. My mind is
already Vrndavana, and since You like
Vrndavana, will You please place Your
lotus feet there? I would deem that Your
full mercy.” (Cc. Madhya 13.137) For
the devotees of Lord Jagannatha who
followin the footstepsof Lord Caitanya,
pulling the Rathayatra cart is like pull-
ing their worshipable Lord, Jagannatha
or Krsna, into their heart.

Festivals Around the World

The Lord of the universe now pa-
rades in major cities all over the world,
increasing His mercy unlimitedly, re-
sponding to the desire of His pure devo-
tee Srila Prabhupada, who brought the
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Rathayatra to the West. The first
Rathayatra outside India was held on
July 9,1967.in San Francisco. That year
the Deities rode on a flatbed truck bor-
rowed from a group of hippies. In later
years the Deities were placed on a more
traditional chariot, alarge wooden struc-
ture decorated with canopies and flags
and pulled through the streets by the
festival-goers.

As years passed, the chariots were
made taller, and more beautiful, and
soon ISKCON began holding Ratha-
vatras in many cities: New York, Los
Angeles, London, Paris, Rome, Zurich,
Sydney. Vancouver, Toronto, Montreal,
Guadalajara, Rio de Janeiro, Moscow.
Srila Prabhupada happily acknowl-
edged. “In 1973 there was a gorgeous
Rathayatra festival in London, Eng-
land, and the car was brought to Tra-
falgar Square. The daily newspaper
The Guardian published a front-page
photo caption: ‘ISKCON Rathayatra
is rival to the Nelson Column in Trafal-
gar Square.’ ”

People everywhere are becoming
attracted to the joyful and colorful
Rathayatra festival. Thousands of plea-
sure-seekers throng to behold the giant
chariots, chant and dance a bit, enjoy
tasty prasadam given free to all, or take
part in a full festival of music, dance,
exhibits, and spiritual entertainment.
Andbecause Lord Jagannatha is a most
merciful form of the Lord, even those
who hardly understand the philosophy
behind Rathayatra benefit just by see-
ing the festival or taking part in it. €

Lokanath Swami has been a disciple
of Srila Prabhupadasince 1972. He leads
ISKCON’s worldwide Padayatras, or
walking pilgrimage parties.
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

A BTG columnist has won

first place in the “inter-
national” category at the annual James Beard/Farberware
Book Awards. The columnist, Yamuna Devi, won this
“Oscar of the culinary world™ with her book Yamuna's
Table. More than one thousand of America’s most influen-
tial culinary professionals attended the award ceremonies,
held in New York City in May.

A video on cow slaughter and the environment took third
place among 370 entries in a Canadian national video
contest. The three Hare Krsna devotees who produced the
video received a $1,000 award from the Canadian Gover-
nor General at a banquet in Toronto. The organizers of the
contest are sending copies of the video to every school and
public library in Canada.

Deal people are get-

ting better opportuni-
ties to take to Krsna consciousness thanks to the efforts of
Bhakta Dinesh and Jagannatha Krsna Dasa. Dinesh, who
is deaf, taught Jagannatha Krsna sign language. Now the
two of them have organized a monthly gathering of deaf
people interested in Krsna consciousness. Kavita Kohli, a
social worker and interpreter for the deaf, helps with the
programs.

EMI Records has re-released “The Radha Krishna
Temple™ album, originally produced by George Harrison
for Apple Records in 1971.

Srila Prabhupada’s first Hungarian

disciple was killed in a car accident this
winter. The disciple, Sripada B. A. Narayana Swami,
formerly known as Bhakti Dayal Swami, had been a
pioneer in spreading Krsna consciousness in Hungary.

More than two hundred students and professors attended
conferences on Krsna consciousness last winter in Spain at

| has received a

the University of Barcelona and the University of Tarra-
gona. The conferences were organized by the departments
of anthropology.

Ten thousand
visitors viewed a
Vedic art exhibit
organized by
ISKCON devotees
in January at an
art gallery in
Gdynia, Poland.
The mayor opened
the exhibit. Large
audiences attended
Krsna conscious
programs each
evening.

JENEEY EPUY

One out of every
twenty Latvians

Bhaktin Hona takes Krsna's message to
the people of Latvia.

| book about Krsna.

| Since 1990, the year before Latvia gained independence,

| the devotees have sold 70,000 books and 60,000 magazines
| and newspapers.

The ISKCON temple in Sarajevo stays open. “In this war,”
writes Bhakta Sevko, “the temple is functioning like in
peace. Every day we are holding programs, and every
Sunday we are having a feast. By the mercy of the spiritual
masters and all of the devotees who are thinking of us, we
have remained untouched.”

Hare Krishna Food
for Life provides
food for as many
as 200 people a
day in Dzershynsk, Russia, a city once closed to visitors.
Dzershynsk was formerly the site of factories for chemical

| wea-pons. Now guests enjoy prasadam at a center-city cafe
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called Younost. Before the guests eat, devotees give a ten-
minute explanation of Krsna consciousness. One group of
devotees sings the Hare Krsna mantra while another group
serves the prasadam.

Belarus radio broadcasts weekly shows about Krsna
conscious philosophy.

Devotees in Sukhumi, Georgia, have been feeding more
than a thousand people daily, in the midst of a civil war.

Residents of Vijayawada witnessed

ISKCON?s first Rathayatra festival in their
city last January. Vijayawada, on the sacred River Krishna
in the state of Andhra Pradesh, is named for Arjuna, also
known as Vijaya. The festival was inaugurated by Dr. P. V.,
Ranga Rao, the state’s education minister and son of
India’s prime minister.

Laksmi Shankar sang devotional songs for the pleasure of
Lord Jagannatha at the two-day Rathayatra festival in
Coimbatore, in the south Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

Devotees from Trivandrum camped in a shed for two

months last winter in the cold Sabarimala Hills of Kerala.
The devotees were there to sell Srila Prabhupada’s books
and teach Krsna consciousness to some of the millions of

pilgrims who climb the hills on an arduous pilgrimage to
worship the demigod Ayyappa. The devotees manned
their stall around the clock to cater to the constant stream
of pilgrims.

A “Prabhupada Ratha”—a chariot carrying an image of
Srila Prabhupada—has begun touring eastern India. The
tour began in April from Sridama Mayapur, the birthplace
of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, as one of the programs
leading up to the Srila Prabhupada Centennial Year, 1996.

Durban’s biggest cultural festi-

val—Rathayatra—celebrated
its fifth year last December. Devotees estimate that 178,000
people received free plates of Krsna prasadam during the
five-day event. Durban’s director of publicity praised devo-
tees for organizing “the most exciting, peace-promoting,
and successful festival in Durban.”

Managua, the capital of

Nicaragua, has an ISKCON
center again, after fifteen years. The temple stands in a
quiet residential neighborhood near the center of the city.

Devotees in Cuenca, Ecuador, have started a new Krsna
conscious farm in a valley at the confluence of two rivers.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra India

After a tour through Bihar, the Padayatra walked down
through Orissa to attend the Rathayatra festival in Jagan-
natha Purl. Now the Padayatra is traveling south through
the state of Andhra Pradesh.

Padayatra America

At press time the padayatris, after their walk through
Central America, were resting in Panama and planning a
tour of South America.

Padayatra Europe

The Padayatra spent three weeks in April and May around
London, and then June in Sweden. On July 7 it starts a
month-long tour of Czech, ending on August 10, Janma-
stami, the appearance day of Lord Krsna. Next comes two
weeks in Luxemburg, and then back to England.

Padayatra New Zealand

In March, devotees completed their six-week walk through |

the North Island. Every two or three days they held pro-
grams in town halls, attended by one hundred to two
hundred guests. The walk ended in Auckland, where the
Padayatra became a Rathayatra parade, led by Mayor Les

| Mills and his wife, Colleen. In his welcome address the

mayor told the devotees, “We're with you in body and
spirit!™

After the festival some devotees set out again, walking
beside the bullock cart. They plan to visit every town and

| village in New Zealand.

Auckland mayor Les Mills and his wife, Colleen, lead Auckland’s
Rathayatra parade.
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: I  SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM |

THE SYMPTOMS
OF A SADHU

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord K apila, an incarnation of Lord Krsna, is teaching His
mother, Devahiiti, about devotional service. As the Srimad-
Bhagavatam continues, Lord Kapila describes the qualities
of sadhus and the importance of their association.

g woneasaf

B BARYEN]

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 25

18 FAIEITRA  AwIRA ST |
qRusegEEE AEf 9 gdeEy 1l

jAaana-vairagya-yuktena
bhakti-yuktena carmand

paripasyaty udasinarm
prakrtim ca hataujasam

jaana—knowledge: vairagya—renunciation; yuktena—
equipped with; bhakti—devotional service; yuktena—
equipped with; ca—and; atmana—>by the mind; paripasyati
—one sees; udasinam—indifferent; prakrtim—material
existence; ca—and; hata-ojasam—reduced in strength.

In that position of self-realization, by practice of knowl-
edge and renunciation in devotional service, one sees
everything in the right perspective; he becomes indifferent
to material existence, and the material influence acts less A self-realized person who sees Krsna everywhere works free from
powerfully upon him. attachment and illusion.
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PURPORT: As the contamination of the germs of a particu-
lar disease can influence a weaker person, similarly the
influence of material nature, or illusory energy, can act on
the weaker, or conditioned, soul but not on the liberated
soul. Self-realization is the position of the liberated state.
One understands his constitutional position by knowledge
and vairagya, renunciation. Without knowledge, one can-
not have realization. The realization that one is the infini-
tesimal part and parcel of the Supreme Spirit makes him
unattached to material, conditional life. That is the begin-
ning of devotional service. Unless one is liberated from
material contamination, one cannot engage himself in the
devotional service of the Lord. In this verse, therefore, it
is stated, jiiana-vairagya-yuktena: when one is in full
knowledge of one’s constitutional position and is in the
renounced order of life, detached from material attraction,
then, by pure devotional service, bhakti-yuktena, he can
engage himself as a loving servant of the Lord. Paripasyati
means that he can see everything in its right perspective.
Then the influence of material nature becomes almost nil.
This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita. Brahma-bhiitah
prasanndatma: when one is self-realized he becomes happy
and free from the influence of material nature, and at that
time he is freed from lamentation and hankering. The
Lord states that position as mad-bhaktir labhate param,
the real state of beginning devotional service. Similarly, it
is confirmed in the Narada-pancaratra that when the senses
are purified they can then be engaged in the devo-tional
service of the Lord. One who is attached to material
contamination cannot be a devotee.

19 F ZAIAYT AFAT WAL AT |
qeistia G e Tfia safagy 1.

na yujyamanaya bhaktya
bhagavaty akhilatmani

sadrso sti sivah pantha-
yoginam brahma-siddhaye

na—not; yujyamanaya—being performed; bhaktya—devo-
tional service; bhagavati—towards the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead; akhila-atmani—the Supersoul; sadrsah
—like; asti—there is; sivah—auspicious; panthah—path;
yoginam—olf the yogis; brahma-siddhaye—for perfection
in self-realization.

Perfection in self-realization cannot be attained by any
kind of yogi unless he engages in devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, for that is the only
auspicious path.

PURPORT: That knowledge and renunciation are never
perfect unless joined by devotional service is explicitly
explained here. Na yujyamanayd means “without being
dovetailed.” When there is devotional service, then the
question is where to offer that service. Devotional service
is to be offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead,

who is the Supersoul of everything, for that is the only relia-

ble path of self-realization, or Brahman realization. Brahma-
siddhaye means to understand oneself to be different from
matter, to understand oneself to be Brahman. The Vedic
words are ahar brahmasmi. Brahma-siddhi means that one
should know that he is not matter; he is pure soul. There are
different kinds of yogis, but every yogi is supposed to engage
in self-realization, or Brahman realization. It is clearly stated
here that unless one is fully engaged in the devotional
service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead one cannot
have easy approach to the path of brahma-siddhi.

In the beginning of the Second Chapter of Srimad-
Bhdagavatam it is stated that when one engages himself in

| the devotional service of Vasudeva, spiritual knowledge and

renunciation of the material world automatically become
manifest. Thus a devotee does not have to try separately for
renunciation or knowledge. Devotional service itself is so
powerful that by one’s service attitude, everything is
revealed. It is stated here, sivah panthah: this is the only
auspicious path for self-realization. The path of devotional
service is the most confidential means for attaining Brah-

| man realization. That perfection in Brahman realization is

attained through the auspicious path of devotional service
indicates that the so-called Brahman realization, or realiza-
tion of the brahmajyoti effulgence, is not brahma-siddhi.
Beyond that brahmajyoti there is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. In the Upanisads a devotee prays to the Lord
to kindly put aside the effulgence, brahmajyoti, so that he
may see within the brahmajyoti the actual, eternal form of
the Lord. Unless one attains realization of the transcenden-
tal form of the Lord, there is no question of bhakti. Bhakti
necessitates the existence of the recipient of devotional
service and the devotee who renders devotional service.
Brahma-siddhi through devotional service is realization of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The understanding
of the effulgent rays of the body of the Supreme Godhead is

| not the perfect stage of brahma-siddhi, or Brahman realiza-

tion. Nor is the realization of the Paramatma feature of the
Supreme Person perfect, for Bhagavan, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, is akhilarma—He is the Supersoul.
One who realizes the Supreme Personality realizes the other
features, namely the Paramatma feature and the Brahman
feature, and that total realization is brahma-siddhi.

20 FEEASR GTNRAA: wAdl fage |
¥ UT "WYY FA WHERATEI 1Rell

prasangam ajarar pasam
atmanah kavayo viduh

sa eva sadhusu krto
moksa-dvaram apavrtam

prasangam—attachment; ajaram—strong; pasam—entangle-
ment; armanah—of the soul; kavayah—Ilearned men; viduh
—know; sah eva—that same; sadhusu—to the devotees;
krtah—applied; moksa-dvaram—the door of liberation;
apavrtam—opened.
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Every learned man knows very well that attachment for
the material is the greatest entanglement of the spirit soul.
But that same attachment, when applied to the self-
realized devotees, opens the door of liberation.

PURPORT: Here it is clearly stated that attachment for one
thing is the cause of bondage in conditioned life, and the
same attachment, when applied to something else, opens
the door of liberation. Attachment cannot be killed: it has
simply to be transferred. Attachment for material things is
called material consciousness, and attachment for Krsna or |
His devotee is called Krsna consciousness. Consciousness,
therefore, is the platform of attachment. It is clearly stated
here that when we simply purify the consciousness from
material consciousness to Krsna consciousness, we attain
liberation. Despite the statement that one should give up
attachment, desirelessness is not possible for a living entity.
A living entity, by constitution, has the propensity to be
attached to something. We see that if someone has no
object of attachment, if he has no children, then he trans-
fers his attachment to cats and dogs. This indicates that the
propensity for attachment cannot be stopped; it must be
utilized for the best purpose. Our attachment for material
things perpetuates our conditional state, but the same
attachment, when transferred to the Supreme Personality
of Godhead or His devotee, is the source of liberation.
Here it is recommended that attachment should be
transferred to the self-realized devotees, the sadhus. And
who is a sadhu? A sadhu is not just an ordinary man with a
saffron robe or long beard. A sadhu is described in
Bhagavad-gita as one who unflinchingly engages in devo-
tional service. Even though one is found not to be follow-
ing the strict rules and regulations of devotional service, if
one simply has unflinching faith in Krsna, the Supreme

Person, he is understood to be a sadhu. Sadhur eva sa
mantavyah. A sadhu is a strict follower of devotional ser-
vice. It is recommended here that if one at all wants to
realize Brahman, or spiritual perfection, his attachment
should be transferred to the sadhu, or devotee. Lord
Caitanya also confirmed this. Lava-matra sadhu-sange
sarva-siddhi haya: simply by a moment’s association with a
sadhu, one can attain perfection.

Mahatma is a synonym of sadhu. 1t is said that service
to a mahatma, or elevated devotee of the Lord, is dvaram
ahur vimukteh, the royal road of liberation. Mahat-sevar
dvaram ahur vimuktes tamo-dvaram yositam sangi-sangam
(Bhag. 5.5.2). Rendering service to the materialists has the
opposite effect. It anyone offers service to a gross materi-

alist, or a person engaged only in sense enjoyment, then by
association with such a person the door to hell is opened.
The same principle is confirmed here. Attachment to a
devotee is attachment to the service of the Lord because if
one associates with a sadhu, the result will be that the
sadhu will teach him how to become a devotee, a wor-
shiper and a sincere servitor of the Lord. These are the
gifts of a sadhu. If we want to associate with a sadhu, we
cannot expect him to give us instructions on how to
improve our material condition, but he will give us

instructions on how to cut the knot of the contamination of
material attraction and how to elevate ourselves in devo-
tional service. That is the result of associating with a sadhu.
Kapila Muni first of all instructs that the path of liberation
begins with such association.

21 fafaT: sl ggg: aaRam |
AAQIAT: TAT: G4 FORLAM: (1R

titiksavah karunikah
suhrdah sarva-dehinam
ajata-satravah santah ;
sadhavah sadhu-bhitsanah

titiksavah—tolerant; karunikah—merciful; suhrdah—
friendly; sarva-dehinam—to all living entities; ajata-Satravah
—inimical to none; santah—peaceful; sadhavah —abiding
by scriptures; sadhu-bhisanah—adorned with sublime
characteristics.

| The symptoms of a sadhu are that he is tolerant, merciful

and friendly to all living entities. He has no enemies, he is
peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteris-
tics are sublime.

PURPORT: A sadhu, as described above, is a devotee of the
Lord. His concern, therefore, is to enlighten people in
devotional service to the Lord. That is his mercy. He knows
that without devotional service to the Lord, human life is
spoiled. A devotee travels all over the country, from door to
door, preaching, “Be Krsna conscious. Be a devotee of Lord
Krsna. Don't spoil your life in simply fulfilling your animal
propensities. Human life is meant for self-realization, or
Krsna consciousness.” These are the preachings of a sadhiu.
He is not satisfied with his own liberation. He always thinks
about others. He is the most compassionate personality
towards all the fallen souls. One of his qualifications, there-
fore, is karunika, great mercy to the fallen souls. While
engaged in preaching work, he has to meet with so many
opposing elements, and therefore the sadhu, or devotee of

| the Lord, has to be very tolerant. Someone may ill-treat him

because the conditioned souls are not prepared to receive
the transcendental knowledge of devotional service. They
do not like it; that is their disease. The sadhu has the thank-
less task of impressing upon them the importance of devo-
tional service. Sometimes devotees are personally attacked
with violence. Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Haridasa
Thakura was caned in twenty-two marketplaces, and Lord
Caitanya’s principal assistant, Nityananda, was violently
attacked by Jagai and Madhai. But still they were tolerant
because their mission was to deliver the fallen souls. One of
the qualifications of a sadhu is that he is very tolerant and is
merciful to all fallen souls. He is merciful because he is the
well-wisher of all living entities. He is not only a well-wisher
of human society, but a well-wisher of animal society as
well. It is said here, sarva-dehinam, which indicates all liv-
ing entities who have accepted material bodies. Not only
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does the human being have a material body. but other liv-
ing entities, such as cats and dogs. also have material
bodies. The devotee of the Lord is merciful to everyone—
the cats, dogs, trees, etc. He treats all living entities in such
a way that they can ultimately get salvation from this
material entanglement. Sivananda Sena, one of the disci-
ples of Lord Caitanya, gave liberation to a dog by treating
the dog transcendentally. There are many instances where
a dog got salvation by association with a sadhu, because a
sadhu engages in the highest philanthropic activities for the
benediction of all living entities. Yet although a sadhu is
not inimical towards anyone. the world is so ungrateful that
even a sadhu has many enemies.

What is the difference between an enemy and a friend?
[t is a difference in behavior. A sadhu behaves with all con-
ditioned souls for their ultimate relief from material
entanglement. Therefore, no one can be more friendly than
a sadhu in relieving a conditioned soul. A sadhu is calm,
and he quietly and peacefully follows the principles of
scripture. A sadhu means one who follows the principles of
scripture and at the same time is a devotee of the Lord.
One who actually follows the principles of scripture must
be a devotee of God because all the sastras instruct us to
obey the orders of the Personality of Godhead. Sadhu,
therefore, means a follower of the scriptural injunctions
and a devotee of the Lord. All these characteristics are
prominent in a devotee. A devotee develops all the good
qualities of the demigods, whereas a nondevotee, even
though academically qualified. has no actual good qualifica-
tions or good characteristics according to the standard of
transcendental realization.

22 FEAARA AR ARG gl Yz |
TFY AREANEATETTAREL IR

mayy ananyena bhavena
bhaktir kurvanti ye drdham

mat-krte tyakta-karmanas
tyakta-svajana-bandhavah

mayi—unto Me; ananyena bhavena—with undeviated
mind; bhaktim—devotional service; kurvanti—perform;
ye—those who; drdham—staunch; mat-krte—for My sake;
tyvakta—renounced; karmanah—activities; rvakta—
renounced; sva jana—family relationships; bandhavah—
friendly acquaintances.

Such a sadhu engages in staunch devotional service to the
Lord without deviation. For the sake of the Lord he
renounces all other connections, such as family relation-
ships and friendly acquaintances within the world.

PURPORT: A person in the renounced order of life, a san-
nyast, is also called a sadhu because he renounces every-
thing—his home, his comfort, his friends. his relatives, and
his duties to friends and to family. He renounces everything
for the sake of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. A

sannyast is generally in the renounced order of life, but his
renunciation will be successful only when his energy is
employed in the service of the Lord with great austerity. It
is said here, therefore, bhaktim kurvanti ye drdham. A per-
son who seriously engages in the service of the Lord and is
in the renounced order of life is a sadhu. A sadhu is one who
has given up all responsibility to society, family, and worldly
humanitarianism, simply for the service of the Lord. As
soon as he takes his birth in the world, a person has so many
responsibilities and obligations—to the public, to the demi-
gods, to the great sages, to the general living beings, to his
parents. to the family forefathers and to many others. When
he gives up all such obligations for the sake of the service

of the Supreme Lord, he is not punished for such renuncia-
tion of obligation. But if for sense gratification a person
renounces all such obligations, he is punished by the law of
nature.

23 FZIHAT FYT T90 GHTwq KA 7 |
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mad-asrayah katha mrstah
Sravanti kathayanti ca

tapanti vividhas tapa
naitan mad-gata-cetasah

mat-asrayah—about Me; kathah—stories; mrstah—delight-
ful; srnvanti—they hear: kathayanti—they chant; ca—and;
tapanti—inflict suffering; vividhah—various; tapah—the
material miseries; na—do not; etan-—unto them; mat-gata—
fixed on Me; cetasah—their thoughts.

Engaged constantly in chanting and hearing about Me, the

| Supreme Personality of Godhead, the sadhus do not suffer

from material miseries because they are always filled with
thoughts of My pastimes and activities.

PURPORT: There are multifarious miseries in material exis-
tence—those pertaining to the body and the mind, those
imposed by other living entities and those imposed by
natural disturbances. But a sadhu is not disturbed by such
miserable conditions because his mind is always filled with
Krsna consciousness, and thus he does not like to talk about
anything but the activities of the Lord. Maharaja Ambarisa
did not speak of anything but the pastimes of the Lord.
Vacamsi vaikuntha-gunanuvarnane (Bhag. 9.4.18). He

| Personality of Godhead. Sadhus are always interested in

hearing about the activities of the Lord or His devotees.

| Since they are filled with Krsna consciousness, they are
| forgetful of the material miseries. Ordinary conditioned

souls, being forget-ful of the activities of the Lord, are
always full of anxieties and material tribulations. On the
other hand. since the devotees always engage in the topics of
the Lord, they are forgetful of the miseries of material
existence.

(continued in the next issue)
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Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

The following conversation with a mili-
tary officer took place in Indore, India,
on December 13, 1970,

Guest: From what I have heard from
you, I have not understood your con-
ception of God.

Srila Prabhupada: Our conception of
God is that He is a transcendental per-

THE FIGHTING SPIRIT

were Arjuna and Hanuman, and they
fought.

Guest: They fought.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. And who can be
a better Vaisnava than them?

Guest: Nobody.

. Srila Prabhupada: So being a Vaisnava

son. Isvarah paramah krsna sac-cid- |

ananda vigrahah. Isvara means Lord. |
The Supreme Lord is a person. As you |

are aperson, Heis also a person. But He
is the chief person. Nityo nityanam. He
is the leader, and we are the led. Or He
is the master, and we are the servitors.

That i1s our self realization, to under- |

stand that I am an eternal servant of

God.” In Bhagavad-gita Krsna says, |
| Godhead is Krsna. He is a person, and
tanah: “Eternally all living entities are |
| Therefore it 18 a fight.

mamaivamso jiva-loke jiva-bhiitah sana-

My part and parcels.” So as the part and
parcel of anything is meant to serve the
cause of the whole, the only business of

the living entity is to serve the Supreme. |

That is all.

Guest: One more thing, sir. Lord Krsna
neverasked Arjunatositand do bhajana
[worship]. He said, uttistha mam anus-
mara yuddhya: *Get up and fight.”
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, so fight with
whom?

Guest: Whoeveritis, but youmust know
who your enemies are.

Srila Prabhupada: That’s a nice pro-
posal. Unless you know your enemy,
how can you fight? We Vaisnavas do not
say that there is no need of fighting.

We never say that. When there is need |

of fighting, we must fight. Someone in
New York asked me, “Why is Krsna
advising Arjuna to fight, to become vio-
lent?” But there is no meaning to pro-
testing against the action of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. That is our
view.

We are Vaisnavas, and we are chant-
ing. But that does not mean that when
there is need of fighting we shall lack in
strength. We can fight. One gentleman
told me, “*Vaisnavism makes one dull.
One cannot act.” But [ said, *No, you
have notseen a Vaisnava.” In the Maha-
bharata and the Ramayana the heroes

does not mean one is dull. No.

Guest: That 1s well proved. If there is
mkcetsl

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So our present
fighting is against atheism. The atheists
say, “There is no God. God is not a
person. God is dead. I am God. You are
God.” We are fighting against these prin-
ciples. Our fighting is very strong. Don't
think we are idle. I have come here to
fight with atheists. We say, “God is
Krsna. The Supreme Personality of

He is not dead.” This is our preaching.

Guest: God is not dead. He is not
dead.

Srila Prabhupada: How can He be
dead? How can you think that God
is dead? That is foolishness.
Guest: If you think that God is
dead, thatis your ownignorance.
Srila Prabhupada: So we are
fighting against thisignorance.
And at the present moment so
many [false] theories and reli-
gious principles have sprung up
unnecessarily. You see? But
we are sticking to the prin-
ciple that the only religion is
to surrender to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. That is
real religion: surrender.

Guest: Complete surrender.

Srila Prabhupada: Complete sur-
render. That is real religion. Krsna
says, sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam Saranam vraja: *“Aban-
don all varieties of religion and just
surrender unto Me.” These are
Krsna's words. Bahunam janmanam
ante jiianavan mam prapadyate. Prapad-
vate—that is surrender.

Guest: On the first day of this inaugu-
ration [of aprogramin Indore],
the speakers were giv-
ing some definitions

&
4
/
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of karma-voga.

Srila Prabhupada: Oh. the governor.
Just see, he was speaking of karma-
voga. And in India—the land of sages,
the land of Krsna, the land of Lord
Ramacandra. the land of Maharaja
Pariksit—cowslaughteris going on with-
out any restriction. And they are speak-
ing of karma-yoga. Just see the fun.
Guest: [ don’t know where India is go-
ing, where the land of Krsna is going.
Srila Prabhupada: Well, we should try
our best.

Guest: Yes, we have to fight these hab-
its. It is our duty.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that’s it. So you
are amilitary man. [ request you to fight
against this non-

sense.




RESOURCES

ADVERTISING RATE—$.50 a word.
Frequency discount: 4 times (same ad), 10%
off. All Resources ads must be prepaid. We
accept only ads directly meant for Krsna
conscious devotional service. You can reach
us at: Back to Godhead Resources, P. O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615, Phone: (904)
462-7794. Fax: (904) 462-7893.

PUBLICATIONS

Subscribe to Padayatra Worldwide
Newsletter. One year: $6. Two years:
$11. Five years: $27. Contact: Vrnda-
vana Lila Devi Dasi, 618 Dena Dr.,
Newbury Park, CA 91320.

Books from Sadaputa Dasa. Issues in
scientific understanding, explored by
a scientist trained in the Vedic para-
digm. Contact Bhaktivedanta Insti-
tute, P. O. Box 99584, San Diego, CA
92169. Phone: (619) 272-8145,

Appreciating Sri Vrindavana
Dhama, by Mahanidhi Swami. A
book of Vrndavana nectar filled with
philosophy, pastimes, prayers, and
practical guidelines for visiting and
living in Vrndavana. Available at
ISKCON Vrndavana, India. Agent
inquiries welcome.

Nectar Books—Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura’s Navadvipa-Bhava-Taranga,
ecstatic visions of divine Navadvipa-
Vrindavana, $8.00; Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati’s Prakrita-Rasa-Shata-
Duhsini, heavy warnings about mun-
dane sentimentalism, $4.00; Radha-
Krishna Nectar, huge anthology of
prayers, charts, lists, and transcenden-
tal miscellany, $20.00. Nectar Books,
P. O. Box 574, Union City, GA 30291.

Hare Krsna Rural Life—a newsletter
devoted to the development of varn-
asrama, cCow protection, ox power,
and self-sufficiency in the Hare Krsna
movement—now available. Philo-
sophical and practical articles, plus

Edited by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi and
Vyapaka Dasa. Articles and news sub-
missions welcome. Published twice a
year. Subscriptions $10, payable to
H.K.R.L. ¢/o Hare Krsna Dasi, 9B
Stetson St.. Brunswick, ME 04011,

(BN A

Hare Krishna Directory & Resource
Guide. 168 pages of ISKCON devo-

| tees, projects, and suppliers. $12 plus

postage and handling: U.S. $2, Cana-
da $3. Europe $6, others $8. Vaishnava

| Community Development, P. O. Box
238, Alachua, FL 32615-0238.

AUDIO-VISUAL

| New tapes from Mahatma Dasa.

Heart and Soul, beautifully orches-
trated melodies for the maha-mantra.
Siksastaka and other prayers. Higher
Dimensions, live modern melodious

| kirtanas with KrishnaFest band. Digit-
| ally recorded and mastered. $6.95
| each. $7.95 overseas. Payable to

KrishnaFest, 5430 Gurley Ave., Dal-
las, TX 75223. Phone: (214) 827-6330.
Write for a free catalog.

Five-year lecture series by Krishna-

| Fest co-director Danavira Dasa on
| Bhakta Program, Education, the

news from devotees around the world. |

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Excitingnews, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues: US,
$18 for First Class mail, $10 for
Third Class. Outside the US, $20.
For subscriptions, ads, bulk or-
ders, and news submissions,
please write IWR at P. O. Box
238, Alachua, FL 32615-0238.
Phone: (904) 462-5054.
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Human Purpose, Beginning Krsna
Conciousness, and much more. Also,

| Magic Is the Chanting, by the Krishna-

Fest Kirtana Band. $3 per tape, or
$2.50 per tape by subscription. Free
catalog. Write to Danavir Tape
Ministry, 1507 Cliffwood, Euless, TX
76040. In the U.S. call toll free: (800)
243-3292.

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami Tape
Ministry. For information write to
Madhava Dasa, 72 Commonwealth
Avenue, Boston, MA (02116.

Padayatra Tape Ministry. Classes and
kirtanas by Lokanatha Swami. Free
catalog. Contact: Vrndavana Lila
Devi Dasi, 618 Dena Dr., Newbury
Park, CA 91320.

Gour Govinda Swami Tape Ministry.
For free catalog, write to: GGSTM,
P. O. Box 17326, Seattle, WA 98107,
Phone: (206) 783-6080.

Announcing the long-awaited Ravin-
dra Svartpa Dasa Tape Ministry. 100
tapes available! For a free catalog
write to RSDTM, 41 W. Allens Lane,
Philadelphia, PA 19119; or fax (215)

| 247-8702.

Best of Rathayatra 1992. Live kirtanas

| recorded at Rathayatra festivals in

Boston, New York, Washington, D.C.,

| San Francisco, Vancouver, and Los

Angeles. FeaturingVaiyasaki Dasa,
Rksaraja Dasa, Vatsala Dasa, Mandali
Bhadra Dasa, and Parasatya Dasa.
Three-tape set (two 60-minute, one
90-minute), $15. Price includes
shipping in the U.S. For airmail to

- Canada add 10%; to Europe, 30%; to

the rest of the world, 50%. Available
only from Festival of India, RR 1,
Box 96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.

FREE sample tape! Send for yours
today! Hear the Mahabharata read
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami.
Special classes for householders,
college preaching, and kirtanas. Over
1,000 selections, English and Spanish.



Gita Nagari Retreats

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

Like to learn more about Krsna
consciousness and how you can
apply it to your life?

Spend a weekend with other
Krsna devotees in a quiet. peace-
ful setting, away from the pres-
sures of modern life.

Last 1993 Retreat

September 4-6
(Labor Day Weekend)

To register, or for more informa-
tion, contact Romapada Swami,
305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn,
NY 11217. Phone: (718) 624-8614.

Free list of recent tapes. Complete
catalog: $2. Hridayananda Tape
Ministry, P. O. Box 99103, San Diego,
CA 92169.

| the highest ecclesiastical body guiding
ISKCON, can be reached through its

participation. Train to be an author-
ized translator, BBT editor, or guru-
kula teacher. Study the works of Vais-
nava acaryas and the Vedic sastras in
the original language. Help develop
our brahminical asrama and preaching |
programs. Write: Gopiparanadhana
Dasa, Box 17192, Chapel Hill, NC
27516; or phone: (919) 932-9219.

Bhakti-Sastri Degrees. The ISKCON
Board of Education is authorizing the
awarding of Bhakti Sastri Degrees.
For information on how your temple
can become an approved Bhakti Sastri
examination center, contact the
ISKCON Board of Education, P.O.
Box 16146 (Circus Avenue Office),
Calcutta 700 017, India.

GENERAL

The Governing Body Commission,

| local representatives and its perma-

All the Hare Krsna movement’s music |
and philosophy in audiocassettes,
videos, photographs, and literature.
An international service by the Syd-
ney Tape Ministry. Call or write for a
free catalog. Daksina Dasa, GPO
2329, Sydney 2001, Australia. Phone:
(61) 2-9582748.

PROJECTS

nent secretary. The secretary’s address
is GBC Communications, P.O. Box

| 10279 (Ballyganj), Calcutta 700 019,

India.

Original paintings as seen in BTG, .
Bhagavatam, etc., available. Paintings :
done to order. Puskara Dasa, P. O.

Box 1094, Alachua, FL 32615. Phone:
(904) 462-0144.

Faith-building transcendental circle

| needs you to manifest it at your home

Krsna consciousness for prisoners.
Correspond with prisoners who want
to become Krsna conscious. Donate
new or used books to our prison pro-
gram. Learn how to get books into the
prisons in your state. Let us know if
there’s a prisoner you'd like us to con-
tact. Write to Candrasekhara Dasa,

P. O. Box 819, Alachua, FL 32615.

Center for Sanskrit Studies, working
to substantiate ISKCON’s claim to
being Vedic and Vedantic, invites your

program or temple for our inspira-
tional faith-building book. Help us i
gather stories of faith by including a
sharing circle at your next program or
feast. You can start with a discussion

of faith, then invite everyone to tell
their story or anecdote of Krsna acting

| in their life. Have one person tape the
| session. This is a guaranteed nectar

program. (See story in April/May

| issue of ISKCON World Review.) !

We’ll reimburse you for the tapes and
postage. For more information, call
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collect or write: Karnamrta Dasa and
Arcana Siddhi Dasi, 4309 Wilkens Ave.
#C, Baltimore, MD 21229. Phone: (410)
536-9488.

Artists, writers, and photographers,
you can use your talent in Krsna's ser-
vice by contributing to Back to God-
head. We're looking for input from
devotees worldwide. To learn more
about how you can contribute, write to
BTG. P. O. Box 430, Alachua, FL
32615, or phone (904) 462-7794.

Devotional supplies from Krishna
Culture. Books, audio, video, incense,
deities, clothing, musical instruments.
80-page catalog—1000+ items—U.S.,
$3: foreign, $5 airmail. Wholesale
available. P. O. Box 12380, Philadel-
phia. PA 19119, U.S.A. Phone: (800)
829-2579.

BTG back issues. New-edition issues

| (beginning Jan. 1991), $4.00 each:

1988-89 issues, $2.00 each. Postage

| extra. Write or call BTG, P. O. Box 430,

Alachua, FL 32615. Phone: (904) 462-
7794. For earlier issues, try Krishna
Culture (address in previous column).

New!

ASITIS

The Voice of
The Second Generation

A magazine by and about
ISKCON’s gurukula graduates.
Share their special lives
and thoughts. Find out what
they’re about.

6-issue subscription:
U.S. $24, other $30
(U.S. funds only)

Make funds payable to:

Gurukula Alumni, Inc.
P. O. Box 1395
Culver City, CA 90232, USA
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Golden Gate Park in San Francisco

To reach the starting point of the parade, drive to the Park entrance at 25th Avenue and Fulton Street,
gl I

LINCOLN WAY

park along Fulton and walk into the Park. You can also park near the Festival site, around Stanyan and
Haight Streets, and walk up JFK Drive to the parade starting point. For more information, call Jagan-
natha Swami Dasa at (510) 644-1113 or 540-9215 or 222-3623.

Please also attend the Los Angeles Rathayatra on July 25, one week before the San Francisco festival. We hope to see you at both festivals!



The International Society for Krishna Consciousness

GENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

NOHTH AMEH'CA Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan) — 31492 Anner Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 798-6623
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill) — (contact ISKCON Gurabo)
CANADA e Hillshorough, North Caralina (New Goloka) — 1032 Dimmacks Mill Rd., 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492
Montreal, Quebec — 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ Tel. (514) 521-1301 Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) — Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel (615) 759-G888
Ottawa, Ontario — 212 Somerset St. £, K1N 64/ Tel, (613) 565-6544 Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita Nagari) —R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
Regina, Saskatchewan — 1279 Retallack St., S4T 2H8/ Tel. (306) 525-1640 RESTAURANTS AND DINING

Toronto, Ontario — 243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2J6/ Tel. (416) 922-5415

Vancouver, B.C.— 5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby \/5J 368/ Tel. (802) 433-9728 ANt M A e LT aehoe (ON et

Boise — Govinda's, 500 W. Main St./ Tel. (208) 338-9710

FARM COMMUNITY Chicago — Govinda's Buffet (at ISKCON Chicago)
Ashcroft, B.C. —Saranagati Dhama, Box 99, Ashcroft, B.C. VOK 1A0 Dallas — Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)

RESTAURANTS Denver — Govinda's (at ISKCON Denver)
Hamilton, Ontario — Govinda's, 195 Locke St. South, L8T 4B5/ Tel. (416) 523-6209 Detroit — Govinda's [at_lSKiIJGN Detroit)/ Tel. (313) 331-6740 : Y
Ottawa — (at ISKCON Ottawa) Eugene, Oregon — Govinda's Vegetarian Buffet, 270 W. 8th St., 87401/ Tel. (503) 686-3531
Toronto — Hare Krishna Dining Room (at ISKCON Toronto) Honolulu — Gauranga's Vegetarian Dining (at ISKCON Honolulu)
Vancouver — Hare Krishna Buffet (at ISKCON Vancouver) Laguna Beach, California — Gauranga's (at ISKCON Laguna Beach)
Vancouver — The Hare Krishna Place, 46 Begbie St., New Westminster Lansing, Michigan — Govinda's Diners’ Club (at ISKCON Lansing)

Los Angeles — Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ Tel. (310) 836-1269
U.S.A. . Miami — (at ISKCON Miami)

Atlanta, Georgia — 1287 South Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ Tel. (404) 378-9234 Ojai, California— Govinda's Vieggie Buffet, 1002 E. Ojai Ave., 93023/ Tel, (805) 646-1133
Baltimare, Maryland — 200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville, 21228/ Tel. (410) 744-1624 or 4069 Philadelphia — Govinda's, 521 South Street, 19147/ Tel. (215) 820-0077
Boise, Idaho — 1615 Martha St., 83706/ Tel. (208) 344-4274 Provo, Utah — Govinda’s Buffet, 260 North University, 84601/ Tel. (801) 375-0404
Boston, Massachusetts — 72 Commonwealth Ave., 02116/ Tel. (617} 247-8611 St. Louis, Missouri —Govinda's (at ISKGON St. Louis)
Boulder, Calorado — 917 Pleasant 5t., 80302/ Tel. (303) 444-7005 San Diego — Govinda's at the Beach (at ISKCON San Diego)/ Tel (619) 483-5266

% Chapel Hill, North Carolina — 109 N. Roberson St., 27516/ Tel. (919) 932-9219 San Francisco — Govinda's (at ISKCON Berkeley)/ Tel. (510) 644-2777
Chicago, Illinois — 1716 W. Lunt Ave., - Tucson, Arizona — Govinda's (at ISKCON Tucson)
60626/ Tel. (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio — 11206 Clifton Blvd.,
44102/ Tel. (216) 651-6670
Dallas, Texas — 5430 Gurley Ave.,
75223 Tel. (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado — 1400 Cherry St.,
80220/ Tel. (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan — 383 Lenox Ave.,
48215/ Tel, (313) 824-6000
Gainesville, Florida — 214 N.W. 14th
St., 32603/ Tel. (904) 336-4183
Gurabo, Puerto Rico — Route 181, P.0.

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland — 140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, BT17 OHE/ Tel. +44 (01232) 681328
Birmingham, England — 84 Stanmore Rd., Edgebaston, B16 978/ Tel, +44 (021) 420-4999
Coventry, England — Sri Sri Radha Krishna Cultural Centre, Kingfield Rd., Radford/
Tel. +44 (0203) 555420
Dublin, Ireland — 3 Temple Lane, Dublin 2/ Tel. +353 (01) 6795887
Leicester, England — 21 Thoreshy St., North Evington, Leicester LES 4GU/ Tel. +44 (0533) 762587
Liverpool, England — 114 Bold Street, L1 4HY/ Tel. (051) 708-9400
Box 8440 HC-01, 00778-9763/ London, England (city) — 10 Soho St., London W1V 5DA/ Tel, +44 (071) 4373662
Tel. (809) 737-5222 . ; R, London, England (country) — Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire
Hartford, Connecticut — 1683 Main St., E gl o8 : e WD2 8EP/ Tel. +44 (0923) 857244
E. Hartford, 06108/ Tel. (203) g ) FPRE S London, England (south) — 42 Enmore Road, South Norwood, London SE25/ Tel. +44 (081) 656-4296
289-7252 Manchester, England — 20 Mayfield Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel. +44 (061) 2264416
Honolulu, Hawaii — 51 Coelho Way, Newcastle upon Tyne, England — 21 Leazes Park Rd., NE1 4PF/ Tel. +44 (091) 2220150

96817/ Tel. (808) 595-3947 Scotland — Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Road, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire ML11 9PT/
Houston, Texas — 1320 W. 34th St Tel. +44 (0555) 894790

77018/ Tel. (713) 686-4482 Sri Sri Radnha-Gokulananda, Bhaktivedanta Manor, England

iforni FARM COMMUNITIES

LagunaLlieegch, Cahfurnlal = 2-35 i Lisnaskea, North Ireland — Lake Island of Inis Rath, Lisnaskea Co. Fermanagh/

gion St., 92651/ Tel, (714) 494-7029
Lansing, Michigan — 1314 E. Michigan Ave., 48912 Tel. (517) 484-2208 lgcis flenallaiiic -
Long Island, New York — 197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ Tel. (516) 867-045 Londan, England — (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
Los Angeles, California — 3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ Tel. (310) 836-2676 RESTAURANTS
Miami, Florida — 3220 Virginia St., 33133/ Tel. (305) 442-7218 London, England — Govinda's, 10 Soho St/ Tel. +44 (071) 437-3662
New Orleans, Louisiana — 2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ Tel. (504) 484-6084 Y Manchester, England —Krishna's, 20 Cyril St., Manchester 14/ Tel. +44 (061} 226 965
Mew York, New York — 305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, 11217/ Tel. (718) 855-6714
New York, New York — 26 Second Avenue, 10003/ Tel. (212) 420-8803 Krishna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK. For infor-
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 51 West Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600 mation, contact Bhaktivedanta Books Ltd., Reader Services Dept., P.0. Box 324, Borehamwood, Herts
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — 529 South St 19147/ Tel. {215) 829-0077 WDB 1NB/ Tel. (081) 905-1244.
St. Louis, Missouri — 3926 Lindell Bivd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California — 1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92108/ Tel. (619) 483-2500 GERMANY
SaliFrancissonatioms ssee vl C g IDGTEL (il lele L Berlin — Bkt Yoga Center, Muskauer Str. 27, W-1000 Berln 36/ Tel. +49 (030) 6189219
San Francisco, California — 2334 Stuart St., Berkeley, 94705/ Tel. (510) 644-1113 Hamburg — Mushlenstr. 93, W-208/ Tel. +49 (04101) 23031
Seatlle, Washlnguin, =120 Ceii i, B |- 0L JARTY TREIG008 S e Heidelberg — Center for Ve Studies, Kirfuersten-Anlage 5, W-6900 Heidelberg/
Tallahassee, Florida— 1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (904) 681-9258 Tel,+49 (06221) 165101
Tnpanga, California — 20395 Callon Dr., 90280/ Tel. (213) 455-1658 H[IEFLI|] — Neuhoerup 1, W-3391 HGEI’LIDI"TEL 449 [04639] 7336
Towaco, New Jersey — [mail: P.0. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel. (201) 299-0870 Kaeln — Taunusstr. 1, W-5000 Koeln-Gremberg/ Tel. +49 (0221) 8303778
Tucson, Arizona — 711 E. Blacklidge Dr., 85719/ Tel. (602) 792-0630 Leipzig — Hare-Krishna-Kulturzentrum, Peterssteinweg 10, 0-7010 Leipzig/ Tel. +37 (0341) 312208
Walla WellagWashinglon =l LB HODAD S dUai I (300 el Munich — Brodstrasse 12, W-8000 Muenchen 82/ Tel. +49 (089) 428546
Washington, D.C. —10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potorac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100 Weimar — Rothauserbergweg 6,0-5300/ Tel, 49 (03643) 595-48

FARM COMMUNITIES Wiesbaden — Center fir Vwdische Studien, Schiersteinerstrasse 6, W-6200 Weisbaden/
Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti) — Box 819, Alachua, 32615/ Tel. (304) 462-2017 Tel. +49 (0611) 373312

Telephone numbers include country codes, identified by a +. To save space, we've skipped the codes for North America (1) and India (91).
* New listing e Revised listing
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

FARM COMMUNITY

Jandelsbrunn — Nava-Jivada-Nrsimha-Ksetra, Zielberg 20, W-8391 Jandelsbrunn/ Tel +49 85831332

RESTAURANTS
Berlin — Higher Taste, Kurfuerstendamm 157/158, W-1000 Berlin 31/ Tel. +49 (030) 892 99 17
Flensburg — Goloka, Heiligengeistgang 9, W-2390 Flensburg/ Tel. +49 (0461) 13878
Heidelberg — Higher Taste, Kornmarkt 9, W-6900 Heidelberg/ Tel. +49 (06221) 165464
 Koeln— Govinda, Taunusstr, 40, W-5000 Koeln-Gremberg/ Tel. +49 (0221) 8301241

ITALY
 Asti — Roatto, Frazione Valle Reale 20/ Tel, +39 (0141) 938406
Bergamo — Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galilzo Galilei 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG)/
Tel. +39 (035) 490706
® Bologna — Via Ramo Barchetta 2, 40010 Bentivoglio (BO)/ Tel. +39 (051) 863924
Catania — Via San Nicolo al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. +39 (095) 522-252
Naples — Via Vesuvio, N33, Ercolano LNATY Tel. +39 (081) 739-0398
® Rome — Nepi, Sri Gaura Mandala, \Via Mazzanese Km. 0,700 (dalla Cassia uscita Calcata), Pian del
Pavone (Viterbo)/ Tel. +39 (0761) 527038
Vicenza — \ia Roma 9, 36020 Albettone (Vicenza)/ Tel. +39 (0444) 790573 or 790566
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vrindavan) — Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Gasciano, Val di Pesa (FI) 5002/ Tel. +39 (055) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Catania — Govinda's (at ISKCON Catania)
Milan — Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. +39 (02) 862-417

Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, Stockhalm, Sweden

SWEDEN
Gathenburg — Lagmansgatan 11, 5-41653 Gothenburg/ Tel, +46 (031) 192319
Gridinge — Karsnds Gard, 14792 Grodinge/ Tel. +46 (0753} 24151
 Karlstad, Sweden — Attkantsgatan 3, 662 20 Karlstad/ Tel. +46 (054) 113816
Malmé — Hare Krishna Temple, Gustav Adolfs Torg 10 A, 211 39 Malma/ Tel. +46 (040) 127181
Stockholm — Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 6549 002
@ Uppsala — Nannaskolan sal F 3, Kungsgatan 22 (mail: Box 833, 751 08, Uppsala)/
Tel, +46 (018) 102924

FARM COMMUNITY
Jama — Almviks Gard, 15300 Jarna/ Tel. +46 (0B551) 52050; 52073

RESTAURANTS

¢ Githenburg — Govinda's, Storgatan 20,5-411 38 Gothenburg / Tel. +46 (031) 139698

Malmid — Higher Taste, Amiralsgatan 6, 5-211 55 Malmd/ Tel. +46 (040) 970600
Stockholm — (at ISKCON Stockholm)
Stockholm — Gopal, Timmermansgatan 13, 117 25 Stockholm/ Tel. +46 (08) 6441035
Uppsala — Govinda's (at ISKCON Uppsala)

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, The Netherlands —Van Hilligaertstraat 17, 1072 J)/ Tel. +31 (020) 6751404
Antwerp, Belgium — Amerikalei 184, 2000 Antwerpen/ Tel, +32 (03] 237-0037
® Athens, Greece — Methimnis 18, Kypseli, 11257 Athens/ Tel. +30 (01} 993-7080
Barcelona, Spain —c/de L'Oblit 67, 08026 Barcelonal Tel. +34 (93) 347-9933
Belgrade, Yugoslavia —\VZ-Veda, Custendilska 17, 11000 Beograd/ Tel. +38 (11) 781-695

Bellinzona, Switzerland — New Nandagram, al Chiossascio, 6534 Contone TI/ Tel. +41 (092) 622747

Bern, Switzerland — Govinda Kulturtreff, Weihergasse 7, 3005 Bern/ Tel. +41 (31) 213825
Budapest, Hungary — Hare Krishna Temple, Dimitrov u. 77, Budapest 1028 Il
Copenhagen, Denmark — Kongens Tvaervej 11, DK-2000 Copenhagen/ Tel. +45 31868581
Debrecen, Hungary — L. Hegyl Mihalyne, U62, Debrecen 4030

 Gdynia, Poland — Miedzynarodowe Towarzystwo Swiadomosci Kryszny, Swiatynia w Gdyni,

ul. Kapitanska 9 A, 81 331 Gdynia/ Tel. +48 (58) 202865
Helsinki, Finland — Rucholahdenkatu 24 O (IIl krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 (0) 6949879

% lasi, Romania — Stradela Moara De Vint 72, 6600 lasi

Kaunas, Lithuania — Savanoryu 37, 233 000 Kaunas/ Tel. +370 (07) 22-25-74

Kracow, Poland — ISKCON, ul. Ehrenberga 15, 31-309 Krakow/ Tel. +48 (12) 36 26 85

Lishon, Portugal — Rua Fernao Lopes, 6, Cascais 2750 (mail: Apartado 2489, Lisbo 1112)/
Tel. +351 (011) 286 713

Ljubljana, Slovenia — ISKCON Slovenia, Zibertova 27, 61000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

 Madrid, Spain — Espiritu Santo 19, 28004 Madrid/ Tel. +34 (31) 521-3096

Malaga, Spain — Ctra. Alora, 3 int., 29140 Churriana/ Tel. +34 (952) 621038

Oslo, Norway — Senter for Krishnabevissthet, Skolestien 11, 0373 Oslo 3

Paris, France — 31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. +32 (01) 43043263

Plovdiv, Bulgaria — ul. Sasho Dimitrov 80, 4000 Plovdiv, Bulgaria/ Tel, +359 (32) 453987

Porto, Poriugal —Rua S. Miguel, 19 C.P. 4000 (mail: Apartado 4108, 4002 Porto Codex)/
Tel. +351 (02) 2005469

Poznan, Poland — ul. Nizinnz 26, 61-424 Poznan/ Tel. & Fax +48 61 323638

Prague, Czech — Hare Krishna, Na Nrazi 5, 18000 Praha 8/ Tel, +42 (02) 821438

Riga, Latvia — Kirshyana Barona 56/ Tel. +7 (0132) 272490

Rina, Latvia — Prospekt Lenina 420-6, 226 024 Riga

Rijeka, Croatia — Centar za Vedske Studije, Boze Starga Jurica 5, 51000 Jijeka/
Tel. +38 (051) 611-589

Rotterdam, The Netherlands — Braamberg 45, 2905 BK Capelle a/d Yssel/ Tel. +31 (010) 4580873

J Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain —C/ Castillo, 44, 4° Santa Cruz 38003, Tenerife/

Tel. +34 (922) 241035
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina — Krajiska 5, 71000 Sarajevo/ Tel. +38 (071) 22-663
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Chateau de Petite Somme, 6340 Septon-Durbuy/ Tel. +32 (086) 322926
Sofia, Bulgaria — Angel Kanchev 34, 1st Floor, Sofia 1000, Bulgaria/ Tel. +359 {02) 878948
Tel Aviv, Israel — P. 0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel, & Fax +872 (03) 663022
Timisoara, Romania — |SKCON, Porumbescu 92, 1900 Timisoara, Romania/ Tel. +40 (61)54776
Turku, Finland — Kaurakatu 39, 20740 Turku 74/ Tel. +358 (9) (21) 364 055
Vienna, Austria — Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna/
Tel. +43 (0222) 455830
Vilnius, Lithuania — Raugyklos G. 23-1, 2056 Vilnius/ Tel. +370 (0122) 66-12-18
Warsaw, Poland — Mysiadlo k. Warszawy, ul. Zakret 11, 05-500 Piaseczno / Tel. +48 (22)562-711
Wroclaw, Poland — ul. Nowowigjska 87/8, 50-340 Wroclaw/ Tel. & Fax +48 (71) 225704
Zagreb, Croatia — Centar za Vedske Studije, Teslicka 55, 41000 Zagreb
Ziirich, Switzerland — Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Zirich/ Tel. +41 (01) 262-33-88
Ziirich, Switzerland — Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Ziirich
FARM COMMUNITIES
Czechoslovakia — Krsnuv Dvur c. 1, 257 28 Chotysany
Denmark — GI. Kirikevej 3, 6650 Broerup/ Tel. +45 (075) 392921
France (La Nouvelle Mayapura) — Domaine d'Qublaisse, 36360, Lucay le Méle/
Tel. +33 (054) 402481
Poland (New Santipura) — Czarnow 21, k. Kamiennej gory, woj. Jelenia gora/ Tel, +48 8745-1892
Spain (New Vraja Mandala) — (Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. +34 (911) 280018
Switzerland — Gokula Project, Vacherie Dessous, 2913 Roche d'0r/ Tel. +41 (066) 766160
RESTAURANTS
Barcelona, Spain — Restaurante Govinda, Plaza de la Villa de Madrid 4-5, 08002 Barcelona
Bern, Switzerland — Weihergasse 7 (Marzili), 3005 Bern/ Tel. +41 (031) 21 38 25
Biel, Switzerland — Govinda, Untergasse 29 (Alstadt), 2502 Biel/ Tel. +41 (032) 23 12 91
Copenhagen, Denmark — Govinda's, Noerre Farimagsgade 82/ Tel. +45 33337444
Septon-Durbuy, Belgium — Gopinatha's Garden {at ISKCON Septon-Durbuy)
Ziirich, Switzerland — Govinda's Restaurant, Preyergasse 16, 8001 Zurich/
Tel. +41 (01) 251-8859

GOMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES

RUSSIA
Moscow — Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow/ Tel. +7 (095) 945-4755
Moscow — Prospekt Mira d.5, kv. 8, Moscow/ Tel. +7 (095) 207-07-38
Novosibirsk — ul. Leningradskaya 111-20, Novosibirsk
St. Petersburg — ul. Burtseva 20-147, 20-147 Leningrad/ Tel. +7 (0812) 150-28-80
Viadivostok — ul. Sakhalinskaya 48-12, 630 080 Viadivostok

UKRAINE
Chernigov — ul. Krasnogvardeyskaya, 10-56, 250033 Chernigov/ Tel.+7 (865571) 5-42-63
Dnepropetrovsk — ul. Ispolkomovskaya, 564, Dnepropetrovsk
Donetsk — ul. Treneva, 3 Flat N44, Donatsk
Kharkov — ul. Verhne-Gievskaya, 43, 310015 Kharkov
Kiev — Kotovskogo 3-39, 252 060 Kiev/ Tel. +7 (044) 440-7309
Lvov — 292066 Lvivska obl. Buski rajon. S. Zbolotni Chuchmani
Odessa — ul. desi Ukrainki, 47-57, Odessa

OTHER COUNTRIES
Baku, Azerbaijan —ul. Mikrorayon 123-72, Baku 9
Kishinev, Moldova — ul. George Asaki, 68/1 Flat 105, 277028 Kishinev/ Tel. +7 (0127) 73-70-24
Minsk, Belarus —ul. Pavlova 11, 220 053 Minsk
Sukhumi, Georgia — Pr. Mira 274, Sukhumi
Tashkent, Uzbekistan — ul. Babadjanova 36-34
Yerevan, Armenia — St Krupskaya 18, 375019 Yerevan/ Tel. +7 (8852) 275106
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA

Adelaide — 74 Semaphore Rd., Semaphore, 5. A, 5019/ Tel. +61 (08) 493 200

Brishane — 95 Bank Rd., Graceville, Q.L.D. (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068)/
Tel. +61 {07) 379-5455

Canberra — P.0 Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. +61 (05} 290-1869

Melhourne — 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail; P.0, Box 125)/ Tel. +61 (03) 699-5122

Perth — 144 Railway Parade {cnr. The Strand), Bayswater (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A,
6053}/ Tel. +61 (09) 370-1552

Sydney — 180 Falcon St., North Sydney, N.S.W. 2060 (mail: P. 0. Box 459, Cammeray, N.S.W.
2062)1 Tel. (02) 959-4558
FARM COMMUNITIES

Bambra (New Nandagram) — Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Road, Bambra, VIC 3241/
Tel. +61 (052) 88-7383

Millfield, N.S.W.— New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt.View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock),
N.S.W. (mail: P.0. Box 399, Cessnock 2325, N.S.W., Australia)/ Tel. +61 (049) 98-1800

Murwillumbah (New Govardhana) — Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah N. 5. W. 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. +61 (066) 72-1903
RESTAURANTS

Brisbane — Govinda's, 1st floor, 99 Elizabeth Street/ Tel. +61 (07) 210-0255

Melbourne — Crossways, 1st floor, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/
Tel. +61 (03) 6502939

Melbourne — Gopal's, 138 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. +61 (03) 650-1578

Perth — Hare Krishna Food for Life, 200 William 5t., Northbridge, WA 6003/ Tel. +61 (09) 22716

Sydney — Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-Away, 112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst,
N.S.W. 2010/ Tel. +61 (02) 380-5162

Sydney — Gopal's (at ISKCON Sydney)

NEW ZEALAND AND FLJI
Christchurch, New Zealand — 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/
Tel. +64 (03) 3665-174
Labasa, Fiji —Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel. +679 822912
Lautoka, Fiji —5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. +679 64112
Rakiraki, Fiji —Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 94243)
Suva, Fiji —Nasinu 7 % miles (P.0. Box 6376)/ Tel, +679 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand — & Shotter St., Karori (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/
Tel. +64 (04) 764-445
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand — Gopal's, Civic House (1st floor), 291 Queen St/ Tel. +64 (09) 3034885
Christchurch, New Zealand — Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. +64 (03) 3667-035
Labasa, Fiji — Govinda's, Naseakula Road/ Tel. +679 811364
Lautoka, Fiji —Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St, and Naviti St./ Tel, +679 62990
Suva, Fiji —Gopal's, 18 Pratt St./ Tel. +679 62990
Suva, Fiji —Gopal's, 37 Cumming St./ Tel. +679 312259
FARM COMMUNITY
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan) —Hwy. 18, Riverhead, next to Huapai Golf Course
(mail: R.0. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. +64 (09) 4128075

AFRICA
SOUTH AFRICA

Gape Town, South Africa — 17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. +27 (21) 689 1529

Durban (Natal), S. Africa —Chatsworth Centre., Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.0. Box 56003)/
Tel. +27 (31) 435-815

Johannesburg, South Africa — 14 Goldreich St., Hillbrow 2001, {mail: P.0. Box 10667, Johanneshurg
2000/ Tel. +27 (11) 484-3273

Port Elizabeth, South Africa — 10 Skegnes Rd., Summerstrand/ Tel. +27 (41) 153-3353
RESTAURANT

Durban, South Africa — Govinda's (contact [SKCON Durban)

OTHER COUNTRIES

Abeokuta, Nigeria — Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)

Abidjan, Ivory Coast —01 BP 8366, Abidjan

Accra, Ghana — 582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.0. Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Cameroon — Southwest Province (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)

Freetown, Sierra Leone — 13 Bright St., Brookfields (mail: P.0. Box 812, Freetown)

Kampala, Uganda — Bombo Rd., near Makerere University (mail: P.0. Box 1647, Kampala)

Kisumu, Kenya —P.0. Box 547/ Tel. +254 (035) 42546

Lagos, Nigeria — No. 2 Murtala Mohammed International Airport Expressway, Mafaluku (mail;
P.0. Box 8793, Lagos)/ Tel. +234 (01) 966613

Marondera, Zimbabwe — 6 Pine Street (mail: P.0. Box 339)/ Tel. +263 (028) 8877801

Mombasa, Kenya — Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail P.0. Box
82224, Mombasa)/ Tel. +254 (011) 312248

Nairabi, Kenya — Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail; P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/
Tel, +254 (05) 744365

Nkawkaw, Ghana — [SKCON Nkawkaw,
P. 0. Box 366, Nkawkaw, Ghana

Phoenix, Mauritius — Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bornes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. +230 696-5804

Port Harcourt, Nigeria — 2 Eligham Rd. (corner of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. I (mail: .0, Box 4429,
Trans Amadi)/ Tel. +234 (084} 330-020

Tokoradi, Ghana — 64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.0. Box 328)

Warri, Nigeria — 48 Warri-Sapele Bd. (P.0. Box 1922, Warri)/ Tel. +234 {053) 231-859
FARM COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm) — Hare Krishna Rd., Vrindaban, Bon Acceuil/ Tel, 418-3955

ASIA
INDIA
Agartala, Tripura — Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat — Sattelite Rd., Gandhinagar Highway Crossing, Ahmedabad 380 054/
Tel. (0272) 449945

% Allahabad, U. P. —403 Baghambari Housing Scheme, Bharadwaj Puram, Allahapur, Allahabad

211006/ Tel. (0532) 609213 or 607885

Bamanbore, Gujarat— N.H. 8A, Surendra-nagar District

Bangalore, Karnataka — Hare Krishna Hill, 1 "R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajaji Nagar 560 010/
Tel. (0812) 321 956 or 342 818 or 322 346

Baroda, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 021/ Tel. (0265) 326299

Bhayandar, Maharashira —
Shivaji Chowk, Station
Road, Bhayandar
(West), Thane 401101/
Tel. (022) 8191920

Bhubaneswar, Orissa — National
Highway No. 5,
Nayapali, 751 001/
Tel. (0674) 53125

Bombay, Maharashtra — Hare
Krishna Land, Juhu 400
049/ Tel. (022) 6206860

Calcutta, W. Bengal —3C Albert
Rd., 700 017/ Tel. (033}
2473757 or 2476075

Chandigarh — Hare Krishna Land,
Dakshin Marg, Sector
36-B, 160 036/
Tel. (0172) 44634

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu —
Padmam 387, VGR
Puram, Alagesan Rd.—1,
641-011/ Tel. (0422)
45978

Gauhati, Assam — Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781 001/ Tel. (0361) 31208

Guntur, A.P. —0pp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Hyderahad, A.P. —Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. (0842) 551018, 552924

Imphal, Manipur — Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001/ Tel, (0385) 21587

Jagannatha Puri, Orissa — Bhakti Kuthi, Swargadwar, Puri

Kurukshetra, Haryana — Hare Krishna Oham, 805, Sector 13, Kurukshetra/ Tel. 1408

Madras, Tamil Nadu —59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. 443266

Mayapur, W. Bengal —Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.0. Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist. Nadia/
Tel. (034) 762218

Moirang, Manipur — Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel, 795133

Nagpur, Maharashtra — 70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ Tel. (0712) 533513

New Delhi — Sant Nagar Main Road (Garhi), behind Nehru Place Complex (mail: P. 0. Box 7061},
New Delhi 110 065/ Tel. (011) 6419701 or 6412058

New Delhi — 14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. (011) 5410782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra — Hare Krishna Ashram (across Chandrabhaga River), Dist. Sholapur,
413 304

Patna, Bihar — Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. (0612) 50765

Pune, Maharashtra — 4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. (0212} 60124 and 64003

Secunderabad, A.P. —9-1-1 5t. John's Road, 500 026/ Tel. (0842) 825232

Silchar, Assam — Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004

Siliguri, W. Bengal —Gitalpara 734 401/ Tel, (0353) 26619

Surat, Gujarat — Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel. (0261) 84215

Tirupati, A. P. —K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 507/ Tel. (08574) 20114

Trivandrum, Kerala —T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ Tel, {0471) 68197

Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir — Srila Prabhupada Ashram, Prabhupada Marg, Prabhupada
Nagar, Udhampur 182 101/ Tel. (0199) 298

Vallabh Vidyanagar, Gujarat — ISKCON Hare Krishna Land, Vallabh Vidyanagar 338 120/
Tel. (02692) 30796

Vrindavana, U. P. —Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathur Dist,
281124/ Tel. (05664) 82478
FARM COMMUNITIES

Ahmedabad District, Gujarat — Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)

Assam — Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj

Chamorshi, Maharashtra — 78 Krishnanagar Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442 603

Hyderabad, A. P. —P. 0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., B.R. District, 501 401/ Tel. 552924

Mayapur, West Bengal — (contact ISKCON Mayapur)

RESTAURANTS
Bombay — Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)

Sri Sri Hadh-GokuIananﬁa, Mauritius, Africa
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CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD

Calcutta — Hare Krishna Karma-Free Confectionary, 6 Russel Street, Calcutta 700 071
Mayapur — Govinda's (at ISKCON Mayapur)
Vrindavana — Krishna-Balaram Mandir Guesthouse

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia — (Contact ISKCON Jakarta) 2
Bangkok, Thailand — 139 Soi Puttha Osotha, New Road (near GPO), Bangkok 10500
Cagayan de Oro, Philippines — 30 Dahlia St., llaya Carmen, 900 Cagayan de Oro (cfo Sepulveda’s
Gompaound)
Chittagong, Bangladesh — Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel. +880 (031) 202219
Colombo, Sri Lanka — 188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel, +94 (01) 433325
Dhaka, Bangladesh — 5 Chandra Mohon Basak St., Banagram, Dhaka 1203
Hong Kong — 27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. +852 7396818
lloilo City, Philippines — 13-1-1 Tereos St., La Paz, lloilo City, lloilo/ Tel. +63 (033) 73391
Jakaria, Indonesia —P.0. Box 2694, Jakaria Pusat 10001/ Tel. +62 (021) 4859646
Jessore, Bangladesh — Nitai Gaur Mandir, Kathakhali Bazaar, P. 0. Panjia, Dist. Jessore
Jessore, Bangladesh — Rupa-Sanatana Smiiti Tirtha, Ramsara, P. 0. Magura Hat, Dist. Jessore
Kathmandu, Nepal — Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha/ Tel. +977 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Lot 9301, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. +60 (03) 7830172
Manila, Philippines — 170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. +63 (02) 707410
Singapore — Govinda's Gifts, 763 Mountbatten Road, Singapore 1543/ Tel. +65 440-9092
Taipei, Taiwan — (mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tokyo, Japan —1-29-2-202 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168/ Tel. +81 (03) 3327-1541
Yogyakarta, Indonesia — P.0. Box 25, Babarsari YK, DIY
FARM COMMUNITIES
Indonesia — Govinda Kunja (contact ISKCON Jakarta)
Malaysia — Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak
Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise) — 231 Pagsa-bungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ Tel. +63 (032)
83254
RESTAURANTS
Cebu, Philippines — Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.
Hong Kong — The Higher Taste Vegetarian Dining Club (at ISKCON Hong Kong)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Govinda's, 16-1 Jalan Bunus Enam, Masjid India/ Tel. +60 (03) 2986785

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belém, PA — Rua Lindolpho
Collor, 42, Marco, CEP
66095-310

Belo Horizonte, MG — Rua Santo
Antonio, 45, Venda
Nova, GEP 31515-100

Brasilia, DF —HIGS 706, Bloco C,
(asa 29, GEP 70350-
752/ Tel. +55 (061) 242-
7579

Caxias Do Sul, RS — Rua Italia
Travi, 601, Rio Branco,
CEP 95097-710

Curitiba, PR — Comunidade Nova
Goloka, Pinhais (Mail; R.
Cel Anibal dos Santos
67, Vila Fanny, Curitiba,
CEP 81030-210)

Florianopolis, 8C — Rua Joao de Souza, 200, Praia do Santinho, CEP 88056-678

Fortaleza, CE — Rua Jose Lourenco, 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115-288/ Tel. +55 (085) 266-1273

Guarulhos, SP — Rua Dom Pedro 11, 195, Centro, 3rd floor, CEP 07131-418/ Tel. +55 (011) 209-6669

Manaus, AM — Av. 7 de Setem-bro, 1559, Centro, CEP 59005-141/ Tel. +55 (092) 232-0202

Natal, RN — Av. Praia do Timbau, 2133, Ponta Negra, CEP 59894-588

Pirajui, SP — Estr. Pirajui-Estiva, Km 2, CEP 16600-000/ Tel. +55 (0142) 72-2309.

Porto Alegre, RS — Rua Tomas Flores, 331, Bonfim, CEP 90035-201

Recife, PE— Rua Zenobio Lins, 70, Cordeiro, CEP 50711-300

Ribeirao, Preto — Rua dos Aliados, 155, Campos Eliseos, CEP 14080-570

Rio de Janeiro, RJ — Rua Armando C. de Freitas, 108, B. Tijuca, CEP 22628-098/ Tel. +55 (021)
399-4493

Salvador, BA — Rua Alvaro Adrono, 17, Brotas, CEP 40255-460/ Tel. +55 (071) 244-0418

Santos, P —Rua Nabuco de Araujo, 151, Embare, CEP 11025-011/ Tel. +55 (0132) 38-4655

S0 Paulo, SP —Av. Angelica, 2583, Centro, CEP 01227-200/ Tel. +55 (011) 259-7352

Teresopalis, RJ — Comunidade Vrajabhumi (contact ISKCON Rio)
FARM COMMUNITIES

Pindamonhangaba, SP — Nova Gokula, Bairro de Ribeirao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, CEP 12400-000)/
Tel. +55 (0122) 42-5002

Caruaru, PE — Nova Vrajadhama, Distrito de Murici (mail: C.P. 283, CEP 55000-000)

Parati, RJ — Goura Vrindavana, Sertao Indaituba (mail: 62 Parati, CEP 23870-000

RESTAURANTS

Brasilia — (at ISKCON Brasilia)
Caxias do Sul, RS —Av. Julio de Castilhos, 1095, Centro

Fortaleza, CE — (at ISKCON Fortaleza)
Porto Alegre, RS — (at [SKCON Porto Alegre)

MEXICO
Guadalajara — Pedra Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez/ Tel. +52 (36) 26-58-69
Mexico City — Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. +52 (5) 271-22-23
Monterrey — \ia Pamplona 2916, Col. Mas Palomas/ Tel. +52 (83) 57-09-39
Saltillo — Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Col. Buenos Aires
Veracruz — Heroes de Puebla No, 85, £/ Tuero Molina y Orizaba, 91910 Veracruz, Ver./
Tel. +52 (29) 37-63-1
FARM COMMUNITY
Guadalajara — Contact ISKCON Guadalajara
RESTAURANTS
Tulancingo — Restaurante Govinda, Calle Juarez 213, Tulancingo, Hoo/ Tel. +52 (775) 3-51-53
Orizaba — Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver./ Tel. +52 (272) 5-75-25

PERU

Arequipa — Jerusalen 402/ Tel. +51 (054) 229523

Cuzeo — San Juan de Dios 285

Lima — Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. +51 (014) 910891

Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores

Lima — Av. Garcilazo de la Vega 1670-1680/ Tel. +51 (014) 259523
FARM COMMUNITY

Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista — DPTO De San Martin
RESTAURANTS

Arequipa — (at ISKCON Arequipa)

Cuzeo — Espaderos 128

Lima — Schell 634 Miraflores

OTHER COUNTRIES

Asuncidn, Paraguay — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Paraguari 469, Asuncion/ Tel. +595 (021) 492-800

Bogota, Colombia — Carrera 16, No. 60-52, Bogota (mail: Apartado Aereo 58680, Zona 2, Chapinero)/
Tel. +57 (01) 2486892, 2170665

Buenos Aires, Argentina — Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaequi 2054, (1431)/ Tel. +54 (01) 515567

Cali, Colombia — Avenida 2 EN, £24N-39/ Tel. +57 (023) 68-88-53

Caracas, Venezuela — Avenida Berlin, Quinta Tia Lola, La California Norte/ Tel. +58 (02) 225463

Cochabamba, Bolivia — Av. Heroinas E-0435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070/ Tel. +591 (042) 50907

Cuenca, Ecuador — Entrada de Las Pencas 1- Avenida de Las Americas/ Tel. +593 (07) 825211

Essequibo Coast, Guyana — New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay, Essequibo Coast

Georgetown, Guyana — 24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guatemala, Guatemala — Apartado Postal 1534

Guayaquil, Ecuador — 6 de Marzo 226 y V. M. Rendon/ Tel. +593 (04) 308412 y 309420

Managua, Nicaragua — P.0. Box 772, Managua

Mendoza, Argentina — Espejo 633, (5000) Mendoza/ Tel. +54 (061) 257193

Montevideo, Uruguay — Gentro de Bhakii-Yoga, Pablo de Maria 1427, Montevideo/ Tel. +598
(02) 2484551

Panama, Republic of Panama — Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No.1 (mail:
P.0. Box 6-29-54, Panama)

Pereira, Colombia — Carrera 5a, #19-36

Quito, Ecuador — Inglaterra y Amazonas

Rosario, Argentina — Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556, (2000) Rosario/ Tel. +54 (041) 252630

San José, Costa Rica — Centro Cultural Govinda, Av. 7, Calles 1y 3, 235 mirs. norte del Banco
Anglo, San Pedro (mail: Apdo. 166,1002)/ Tel. +506 23-5238

San Salvador, El Salvador — Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.0. Box 1506)/ Tel. +503 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile — Carrera 330/ Tel. +56 (02) 698-8044

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic — Calle Cayetano Rodriquez No. 254

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel. +1 (809) 647-3165

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies — Prabhupada Ave. Longdenville, Chaguanas

FARM COMMUNITIES
Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri) — Casilla de Correo No 77, 1727 Marcos Paz, Pcia. Bs. As., Republica
Argentina

Bolivia — Contact ISKCON Cochabamba

Colombia (Nueva Mathura) — Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688
en Call

Costa Rica — Granja Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin Lancaster
(por Calle Goncava), 200 metros as sur (mana derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/
Tel. +506 51-6752

Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur) — Ayampe (near Guayaquil)

El Salvador — Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad

Guyana — Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
RESTAURANTS

Cochabamba, Bolivia — Gopal Restaurant, calle Espafia N-0251 (Galeria Olimpia), Cochabamba (mail:
P. 0. Box 2070, Cochabamba)/ Tel. +591 (042) 2662€

Guatemala, Guatemala — Callgjor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola

Quito, Ecuador — (contact ISKCON Quito)

San Salvador, El Salvador — 25 Avenida Norte 1132

Santa Cruz, Bolivia — Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1ero anillo), esq. Bolivar/ Tel, +591 (03) 345189
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

Month of Vamana (June 5-July 4)

JULY

4—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Sanatana Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. First month of
Caturmasya begins (fasting from green leafy vegetables).

Month of Sridhara (July 5—August 2)

JULY

9—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami, one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

12—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Lokanatha
Gosvami, a great devotee of Lord Caitanya.

15—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

29—Pavitropana Ekadasi, fasting from grains and beans.
Jhulana Yatra (swing festival) of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda
begins.

30—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Rapa Gosvami,
one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. Disappearance
anniversary of Srila Gauridasa Pandita, an associate of
Lord Caitanya.

AUGUST

2—Jhulana Yatra ends. Appearance anniversary of Lord
Balarama. Fasting till noon, followed by feasting. Second
month of Caturmasya begins (fasting from yogurt).

Month of Hrsikesa
(August 3-17, and continues after the Adhika month of
Purusottama)

11—Sm Krsna Janmastami, appearance anniversary of
Lord Krsna. Fasting till midnight. Call your local Hare
Krsna temple for a schedule of events.

12—Appearance anniversary of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Fasting
till noon, followed by feasting.

14—Annada Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

This calendar is calculated for Sridham Mayapur, West
Bengal, India. Dates may vary for other locations. Consult
your local Hare Krsna temple for the exact dates for your
area.

Adhika Month of Purusottama
(August 18-September 16)

The “Adhika” month is an extra month inserted in the
Vedic calendar at certain times. This extra month keeps
the Vedic lunar calendar synchronized with solar events.

SEPTEMBER

12—Suddha Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

Month of Hrsikesa (cont.) (September 17-30)

SEPTEMBER

19— Anniversary of Srila Prabhupada’s arrival in the
United States.

20—Appearance anniversary of Srimati Sita Devi, the
consort of Srila Advaita Acarya.

21—Appearance anniversary of Lalita-sakhi, one of the
principal cowherd girlfriends of Lord Krsna.

23—Sri Radh astami,
appearance anniver-
sary of Stimati Radha-
rani, Lord Krsna’s
eternal consort. Fasting
till noon, followed by
feasting.

26—Parsva Ekadasi.
Fasting from grains
and beans. Fasting till
noon for the appear-
ance of Lord Vamana-
deva (tomorrow).

.
27—Sri Vamana-
dvadasi, appearance
anniversary of Lord
Vamanadeva. Feast at noon. Appearance anniversary of

deva is offered gifts by His parents
and the demigods.

28—Appearance anniversary of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, fgxther of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura (Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master), and a
pioneer in spreading Krsna consciousness in English.
Fasting till noon, followed by feasting.

29—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Haridasa
Thakura, foremost teacher of chanting Hare Krsna.

30—Third month of Caturmasya begins (fasting from
milk).
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Upon His appearance, Lord Vamana-

Srila Jiva Gosvami, one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.
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THE VEDIC OBSERVER

The World Seen Through the Eyes of Vedic Knowledge

We Queer
Conditioned Souls

by Suresvara Dasa

OU CAN'T MISS JACK. The feather in his
hat, the flower in his lapel, the sottish old
twinkle. Round the town square he courts

ladies often half his age. tipping his hat like some
preposterous prince. We get along tremendously,
Jack and I, because there but for Srila Prabhupada
goes your Vedicobserver. And because what I have
to say sounds so wonderfully preposterous to him
that he loves to ask me questions.

“What’s this country coming to, Rich?” he be-
gan recently, unfurling the morning paper.

“What's the matter, Romeo? Juliet jilt you
again?”

“I"m serious. Rich. Look at this.”

The headline screamed in the sunshine: PRESI-
DENT FAVORS GAYS IN MILITARY.

Then came Jack’s editorial: “Queers in the
schools, queers in the churches, queers in the gov-
ernment. Now our wrists are going limp on the
front lines! Rich, I ask you again, what is this coun-
try coming to?"

“The mode of ignorance, my friend. But don't
worry about our wrists. Alexander the Great fa-
vored males, and he conquered clear to India. If

we really want to save the country, we’'ll have to |
tame our passion—or acceptits fag end, ignorance. |

Tell me something, Jack, do you remember the
first time you heard about sex?”

Jack smiled at the question, a setup for my “wild
wisdom,” as he called it. Playing wistful, he looked
out across the courthouse green. “It’s been a long
time, Rich. How about you?”

“As a matter of fact, I remember the exact in-
stant,” [ said, seizing the cue. It was the first day of

junior high school. I was walking up the long steps,
thinking about what the guys had been talking
about at the busstop. About what JeffandJudy had
been doing in the McGee barn. And then it hit me
and I whispered, “That’s weird.” Another step and [
whispered it again. ‘That’s weird.” And another,
each time whispering my conviction, until at last
I reached the top step and realized the ultimate
weirdness: my parents conceiving me. ‘That’s
really weird.” ”

“That’s nature, Rich.” twinkled Jack.

“I know, but listen to how an innocent’s impres-
sion of sex can remarkably resemble the mature
realization of great saints.” Thumbing through my
pocket Gira, I found Prabhupada’s citation of the
Vaisnava saint Yamunacarya: * ‘Since I have been
engaged in the transcendental loving service of
Krsna, realizing ever-new pleasure in Him, when-
ever I think of sex pleasure, I spit at the thought,
and my lips curl with distaste.” ”

As I read, the courthouse clock struck twelve,
sending a parade of secretaries on their lunch hour.
Jack moistened his lips and leaned in close. “What
if every time you spit. you think of sex?”

“Ah, then ignorance is truly nigh,” I emoted,
feeling like a foil to Woody Allen. Like Woody,
though, Jack wanted something more than the
fashion show unfolding. Me too. I kept going.

“Instead of educating innocence, our hedonistic
society exploits it, convincing us that our essential
nature is not spiritual but sexual.”

“But sex is natural,” Jack persisted.

“Then so is homosexuality.”

(please turn to page 46)
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Join the Voyage Back to Godhead

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna, is inviting us to return
home and serve Him in a loving mood, eternally. This eternal loving service
to the Supreme Lord is called bhakti-yoga.

understanding.

You’ll relish Krsna’s transcendental
activities, gain enlightenmentfrom time-
less Vedic wisdom, and stay in touch
with the exciting worldwide Krsna con-
sciousness movement.

Ultmately, you’llreturn to Krsna’srealm
of eternal blissful life.

Subscribe to

Back to Godhead

For fastest service, call toll freein the US:
1-800-800-3BTG
(Orders only, please.)

If you're newly interested, Back to Godhead magazine will get you started in
this sublime yoga practice. If you're already acquainted with bhakti, Back to
Godhead will enhance and deepen your m
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BACK TO GODHEAD /Subscriber Service Center

P.O. Box 16027, N. Hollywood, CA 91615-9900

[ YES! I'd like to try Back to Godhead. Please send me 6 issues—
One year of Krsna consciousness—for only $18 (86 off regular
324 price)

[ Bill me (U.S. orders only) | Payment enclosed
[J MasterCard/Visa [J American Express

Card Acct. No. Exp. Date

Signature

Name

(PLEASE PRINT)
Address
City State Zip

Offer valid only until 12/31/93, For Canada add $11 a year. For all other
countries add $14. Published bimonthly. Single-copy price: $4. Regular
subscription price: 524 a year. Payment in ULS. funds (payable on a U5,
bank) must accompany all orders outside the U.S, Please do not send cash.
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Festival of India & Rathayatrals C()ming to Town!

1993 Summer Schedule

July 10-11  Rathayatra—Montreal

July 17-18  Rathayatra—Toronto

July 24-25  Rathayatra—Los Angeles

Aug. 1 Rathayatra—San Francisco

Aug. 10 Janmastami—Vancouver

Aug. 11 Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-Puja
—Vancouver

Aug. 14-15 Rathayatra—Vancouver

Aug. 21-22 Rathayatra—Boulder

Sept. 11 Rama Vijayotsava & Fest. of India
—Spanish Fork, Utah

Schedule may change. To confirm dates or for more information, call or write:
Festival of India, RR 1, Box 96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, U.S.A. / Phone: (919) 593-8108

From our 1992 summer tour, Festival of India presents
Rathayatrda 1992—O0nly the Best

Now you can bring the bliss of the
Rathayatra festival into your own home!

Razkaya‘.nﬁ 1992—Only the Best is a three-tape set (two 60-minute,
one 90-minute) of live kirtanas recorded at Rathayatra festivalsin
Boston, New York, Washington, D.C., San Francisco, Vancouver, and
Los Angeles. Featuring Vaiyasaki Dasa, Rksaraja Dasa, Vatsala Dasa,
Mandali Bhadra Dasa, and Parasatya Dasa. Available only from the
Festival of India.

Festival of India

RR 1, Box 96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, U.S.A.

Enclosedis$ for sets of Rathayatra 1992—Only the Best
at $15* each.

Name

Address e

City — = & =
State/County/Province

Zip/Postal Code Country

*Price includes shipping in the U.S. For airmail to Canada add 10%: to Europe,
30%: to the rest of the world, 5(

Vaiyasaki Dasa at the 1992 Los Angeles Rathayatra festival.




