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achieving the following purposes:

1. To help all people distinguish more clearly
between reality and illusion, spirit and matter,
the eternal and the temporary.
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4. To offer guidance in the techniques of spiritual
life.

5. To expose the faults of materialism.

6. To promote a balanced, natural way of life, in-
formed by spiritual values.

7. To increase spiritual fellowship among all living
beings, in relationship with Lord Sri Krsna.

8. To perpetuate and spread the Vedic culture.

9. To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of
God through the sarikirtana movement of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
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When Science and the Vedas Don’t Match

IN THIS ISSUE WE DEVOTE a large
chunk of space to an article on arche-
ology—old bones, stone tools, broken
pottery, and the like. The article says
nothing about Krsna and nothing about
spiritual life. Why then should we run it?
Much of the modern world operates
under the notion that science gives us
facts and spirituality gives us beliefs. But
sometimes that notion deserves to be
stood on its head. When we come to the
most important questions—the origin of
the universe, the descent of man, the
nature of mind and matter—the world of
science is poor in facts, rich in dogmas,
taboos, superstitions, and orthodoxies.
It’s a world of sanctified speculations.
Heretics beware—you risk being pro-
fessionally burned or driven out into the
desert.
Well, the Vedic viewpointis heretical.
If you accept the Vedic wisdom as it is,
you can take a lot of what passes for sci-
ence and just chuck it out the window.
Thisis not to say that science is always
wrong. But it’s wrong often enough.
Starting on page 25, you'll find a case
in point. Science has a picture of human
evolution that the Vedas say is wrong.
And when you look impartially at the
evidence gathered—but later buried—
by scientists themselves, even science
says that science has it wrong. As it turns

out, either the facts don’t stand at all, or |

else they stand with the Vedas.

So followers of the Vedic philosophy
should be confident. They need not be
intimidated by charges that the Vedic
view is out of line with modern scientific
thought. When what science says and
what the Vedas say don’t match, suspect
that science has it wrong. The Vedic view
can withstand scientific scrutiny. And
under Vedic scrutiny, ideas that are sup-
posedly scientific may sometimes have
to be sent marching off to join the tooth
fairy.

We don’t need to compromise, ac-
cepting Vedic knowledge only when it

| seems to conform with “what we already

know.” Our material means of gathering
knowledge are limited and imperfect.
We cheat, we make mistakes, we fall into
illusion, and our senses are imperfect.
We may know a lot less than we think.
Science hasits way of gathering knowl-
edge, and the Vedic culture has a differ-
ent way. The Vedic sages have access to
sources of knowledge beyond those avail-
able to scientific research. Reject the
Vedicversionif youwill—but understand
that by doing so, you cut yourself off
from what the Vedic wisdom has to offer.
On the other hand, take the Vedas
seriously, and you open yourself up to
a rich source of new ideas and under-
standings.
—Jayadvaita Swami
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LETTERS

We’ve Moved!
Send correspondence to The Edi-
tors, Back to Godhead, P O. Box
430, Alachua, FL 32615, USA.
Phone: (904) 462-7794. (Continue
to send subscription inquiries to:
Back to Godhead, P O. Box
16027, N. Hollywood, CA 91615.)

Getting Roots

delivery of Krsna conscious culture
and color. Three things of inspira-
tional note:

1. The article on Tulasi Devi by
Govinda Dasi. This was especially
helpful since we have several Tulasi
plants at home. Very valuable infor-
mation. We need a handbook on
growing and caring for Tulasi. Do you
know where we can get one?

2. The articles on the sacred places
of India.

3. Those on past sadhus and acar-
yas in our disciplic line are very relish-
able by me—bringing the history and
background of Krsna consciousness
into the light and giving me roots, so
to speak. I've never been to India, so
this news and the pictures are needed
to help me feel more connected.

Saranga Thakura Dasa
Floyd, Virginia

The Tulasi Handbook is available
from Krishna Culture. (See page 62.)

A Call for Support

Your article entitled “ISKCON
Celebrates 25 Years of Growth™ (Nov/
Dec 1992) included a testimony by a
Mr. C. Patel. who was so grateful to
the devotees of the Chicago Hare
Krsna temple for their kindness and
inspiration that he “repaid” them by
writing a check for the balance of
their mortgage. Thank you, Mr. Patel.
I can't help but wish there were more
people like you who, realizing the
importance of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement and meditating on
what their own lives would be like
without it, would take the responsibil-

ity of financially supporting their local
Krsna temple.

I’'m writing to encourage readers to
donate regularly to the Hare Krsna
temple or project of your choice.
While not everyone can afford to pay
the balance of a temple mortgage,
everyone can sacrifice a little as an
offering to the Supreme Lord, Sri

| Krsna, who is the source of all pros-

perity. There is no investment wiser, as |

. | its return is eternal.
Thank you very much for your regular |

Ripa Manjari Devi Dasi
Haiku, Maui, Hawaii

Bhakti Yoga Club
Pleasing to Prabhupada

[ greatly appreciate your efforts with
BTG and think it has started to im-
prove by leaps
and bounds.

| when he was in high school in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania. My brother
Richard had written to Prabhupada
that his elder brother was an initiated
disciple of Prabhupada and that he was
now reading Bhagavad-gita and
wanted to serve Prabhupada in some
way. Prabhupada wrote back and told
my brother that it would please him if

| he would start a Krsna club at school

and teach the philosophy of Krsna

| consciousness. Richard went through

| the necessary steps to begin the club,
and he was met with great derision and
ridicule from his classmates, who
taunted him to such a degree that at
times he was near tears. Although the
club gained very few members, my

| brother’s sincerity and service were of

Advertisement

Your service in
this regard is
commendable,
and I hope for
your continued
progress and

Hinduism and Ecology
Seeds of Truth

success with this

by RANCHOR PRIME

most important
publication.
Surely Prabhu-

| pada would be

pleased.

I would like
to respond to
Sangeeta Kumar
of Toronto,
Canada, whose
letter appeared
in the January/
February issue:

Your desire
to start a club to
spread Krsna
consciousness in
your high school

| would be very

much appreci-
ated by Srila
Prabhupada.
Srila Prabhu-
pada wrote to
my brother
around 1971.

his book looks at the environmental
values of the Hindu tradition—its past
and present teachings and practice. The
author speaks to prominent environ-
mental activists and thinkers, presents their
ideas, and explains what they are doing.
Ranchor Prime (Ranchor Dasa) was
born in Leeds, England, and has spent his
life as a devotee of Krishna in Britain and
India. He now works with the World Wide
Fund for Nature as their Religious Network
Officer in the UK. He is also currently run-
ningatree-planting and restoration project
in Vrindavan, India, on behalf of the WWE.
This is a superb book for communi-
cating ISKCON's ideas on the environ-
ment. A great book for devotees, too,

YDDT

SM q

LCOLOGY

¢ Commissioned by the World Wide Fund for Nature as
one of a series of books on world religions and ecology

e ISKCON Review Board approved

e |28 pages

 Only $13.99, or $9.99 each for 10 or more
(prices include postage)

SEND PAYMENT T0:

Back to Godhead, P. 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615, U. S, A.

BACK ToO GODHEAD




the greatest benefit to himself and”
anyone he came in contact with. He
left this world at the age of 21, and I'll
never forget his love and devotion for
Srila Prabhupada, although he never
officially joined ISKCON. So you see,
your service in this endeavor is direct-
ly sanctioned and appreciated by Srila
Prabhupada. The benefits to you and
to all you meet are incalculable.
Hamsavatara Dasa
Honolulu, Hawaii

Relishing
The BTG is very wonderful. My wife
and I eagerly look forward to each
issue and relish it from cover to cover.
Thank you.

Trilokesa Dasa

Laguna Beach. California

Thanks to the Authors

['ve been reading BTG since 1969,
and the Jan/Feb issue really made an
impression on me. [ wanted to write

Advertisement

to each author to express my thanks
for writing such nice articles. but it’s
easier if you could just print this letter
next issue. I'm certain others agree
with me that this is the quality of BTG
Prabhupada would be pleased with.
Visva Mohana Dasa
Gainesville, Florida

Please send correspondence to The
Editors, Back to Godhead, P. O. Box
430, Alachua, FIL. 32615, USA.

SPECIAL (00KBODK SALE!

LORD KRISHNA'S CUISINE:

THE ART OF INDIAN VEGETARIAN COOKING

824 pages, hardbound, 532 recipes, 344 original drawings, glossary, full
index. Sale price: $26.95. (Regular price: $29.95)

THE BEST OF LORD KRISHNA'S CUISINE

256 pages, softbound, 172 recipes, 125 original drawings, glossary, full
index. Sale price: $11.65. (Regular price: $12.95)

BACK TO GODHEAD » 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL. 32615

YES! Please send me . . .

U] Lord Krishna's Cuisine: The Art of Indian Vegetarian Cooking at $26.95
plus $2.50 for shipping and handling,
LI The Best of Lord Krishna’s Cuisine at $11.65 plus $2.50 for shipping and

handling.

Name

Address

{PLEASE PRINT)
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State Zip

Make check payable to Back to Godhead. For information regarding shipping cost for orders
outside the U.S.. contact Back to Godhead at the above address.
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“You Can See Krsna Always”

If we'll just do as Krsna asks, He’ll remove the covering from our eyes.

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

A lecture given in Hyderabad, India, Novémbcr 29, 1972

avyakto yam acintyo ‘yam
avikaryo 'vam ucyate

tasmad evam viditvainari
nanusocitum arhasi

“Itissaid that the soulisinvisible. inconceivable, and
immutable. Knowing this, you should not grieve for
the body."—Bhagavad-gita 2.25

N SO MANY WAYS Krsna is convincing Arjuna
that the spirit soul is immortal. Avyakto “vam: It
is not manifest to the blunt material eyes. We
cannot see it, because the magnitude of the soul is
one ten-thousandth part of the tip of the hair. Very

PAINTING BY PU

small. Smaller than the atom. That spirit soul is
everywhere. Sarva gatah. And wherever the spirit
soul lives within the material world. he has a body
anda heart, and within that heart Krsnais also there.
Isvarah sarva-bhutandm hrd-dese rjuna tisthati. Both
of them—the soul and Krsna—are living there.
Therefore, anor anivan mahato mahiyan: Krsna can
become greater than the greatest and smaller than
the smallest. This is God.

When Krsna was playing as a child, He ate earth.
and His playmates complained to mother Yasoda.
“Mother, your son Krsna is eating earth.”

Mother Yasoda asked foran explanation: “Krsna.

SKARA DASA




The whole process of Krsna consciousness
is to transfer the loving propensity from maya back to Krsna.
This is the simple definition of Krsna consciousness.

why are You eating earth? I have given
You sandesa [a sweet].”

Krsna said, “No, Mother, I have not
eaten earth.”

“No, Your friends are complaining.”

“No, they have become My enemies
this morning. We had some quarrel.
Therefore they have combined so that
you will chastise Me.”

Mother Yasoda wanted to solve the
problem. “All right, show me Your
mouth. Open Your mouth. T want to
see it

When Krsna opened His mouth, His
mother saw innumerable universes
inside.

This is Krsna. Anor aniyan mahato
mahiyan. Krsna enters within the uni-
verse, but at the same time millions of
universes are within His mouth. This is
the explanation of “greater than the
greatest and smaller than the smallest.”

Of course, although mother Yasoda
saw Krsna's display, she could not be-
lieve it, because she never thought that
Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. She always thought, “He is
my tiny child.” That'sall. “I have to take
care of Him."” These are called paternal
feelings—varsalya-rasa.

Krsna is served by the devotees in

many rasas—transcendental mellows or

humors. Someone is serving as His ser-
vant. Someone is serving as His friend.
Someone is serving as His father and
mother. Someone is serving as His con-
jugal lover. These are the five primary
mellows in which a devoteeis connected
with Krsna.

There are seven other rasas. They
are secondary. For example, somebody
is serving Krsna as an enemy, like the
asuras, the demons. They also serve
Krsna, but as His enemy. Somebody
serves by giving pleasure to Krsna, an-
other by fighting with Him.

So there are twelve rasas. Akhila-
rasamrta-sindhu—all the rasas we
experience within this world come
from Krsna. Janmadyasya yatah. The

Vedanta-sitra says that everything
within our experience is in Krsna. That
is Krsna. He was stealing, which we
generally consider not very good busi-
ness. But stealing is also in Krsna. He’s
famous as Makhana-cora, the stealer of
butter.

Allour dealingsin the material world
are only a perverted reflection of our
dealings with Krspa in the spiritual
world. But the impersonalists, who are
unaware of the spiritual world. have no
information that Krsna is always busy.
Because He’saperson, He'salways busy.
He wants to please the gopijanas—the
cowherd boys and the gopis, His con-
stant companions.

Krsna is sanatana, eternal, and His
dealings with His devotees are also sana-
tana. And these dealings are possible
not here but in the sanatana-dhama, the
eternal world. We cannot have sanatana
dealings with Krsna in the material
world. Therefore Krsna comes to can-
vass the conditioned souls: “For eternal
happiness, for eternal dealings, come to
Me in My eternal place.” Yad gatva na
nivartante tad dhama paramari mama.

Why not in the material world? By
nature the material world is not perma-
nent: it is temporary. Janmadi. Every-
thing in the material world has a date of
birth, and anything which has a date of

| birth must have a date of death also.

Thatis the nature of the material world.

Here we can practice sandtana-
dharma, the eternal occupation, but
sandatana-dharma is actually performed
in the spiritual world. In business one
is trained to become an apprentice and
then he’s given a post. Similarly, Sana-

are perfectly trained in devotional ser-
vice are first of all given birth in the
universe where Krsna is present.

Of course, Krsna is always present
everywhere, just as the sun is always
present in the sky. When the sun sets, it
is not within my vision. but the sun is
still in the sky. Similarly, Krsna is always

BACK TO GODHEAD
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present. We have to make our eyes fit to
see Him. How? Lord Brahma explains:

premanjana-cchurita-bhaktivilocanena
santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti /
yam syamasundaram acintya-guna-
svariipam govindam adi-purusarii tam
aham bhajami

Only the devotees who have loving af-
fection for Krsna can see Him. The
propensity to love Krsna is there al-
ready. But we have transferred that lov-
ing propensity to maya, illusion. The
whole process of Krsna consciousness is
to transfer the loving propensity from
maya back to Krsna. This is the simple
definition of Krsna consciousness. We
have love for Krsna, but being illusioned,
being falsely positioned, we are trying
to love something which is not Krsna—
maya, Krsna's maya, or illusion.

Krsna says, mama maya: “Maya is
also Mine.” For example, the cloud is
made by the sun. The sun evaporates
water from the ocean, and the water
becomes a cloud. The business of the
cloud is to cover our eyes from seeing
the sun, but actually the cloud has no
separate existence, and as soon as the
sun is bright, the cloud disappears.
Bhiitva bhuitva pralivate: The cloud
comes into existence, and again it dis-
appears. Similarly, maya, illusion, is only
sometimes generated. The material
world is impermanent. It comes and
goes. Maya simply covers our eyes.

But although the cloud can cover
my eyesight, it cannot cover the sun.

| Similarly maya cannot touch Krsna.
| The Mayavada philosophy says that
tana Gosvami explains, devotees who |

when Krsna comes here He comes cov-
ered by maya. No. This is not correct.
Mayacannot touch Krsna. When Vyasa-
deva realized Krsna before writing the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, he saw Krsna and
maya. Maya was in the background.
Maya cannot come in front of Krsna. So
Krsna is never covered by maya. It is

(please turn 10 page 51)
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MISERY AND HAPPINESS come and
go in this world, just like winter and
summer. The Bhagavad-gita advises
us to tolerate both happiness and
distress. We are meant to tolerate
while we keep performing our duties,
and we are meant to keep worshiping
Krsna despite everything. The
Bhagavatam (10.14.8) states, tat te
‘nukampan su-samiksamano. . . “My
dear Lord, one who earnestly waits
for You to bestow Your causeless
mercy upon him, all the while pa-
tiently suffering the reactions of his
past misdeeds and offering You
respectful obeisances with his heart,
words, and body. is surely eligible for
liberation, for it has become his
rightful claim.” This verse defines the
mood of a devotee facing adversity.

Suffering is caused by our past acts.
Therefore, a devotee should not
expect immediate relief from his or
her past karma. Prabhupada has
assured us that Krsna minimizes our
karmic reactions when we take up
devotional service. But a devotee also
looks at the suffering in the material
world as a reminder of the harshness
of illusion. Suffering is a teacher. Our
hands are being rapped: “Pay atten-
tion! Work to get out of this material
world! Remember Krsna!”

There can be no peace in the
material world, where no one is free
from karmic reactions. As long as we
stay in material existence we must
continuously suffer or enjoy the
results of our past acts. The Nectar of
Devotion describes these acts and
their reactions as an almost unbreak-
able chain. Not only are we getting
reactions to sins we have committed
in the past, but present sinful activity
is creating new reactions, reactions we
will suffer in the future. And we have
material desires within us that we
have not yet acted upon. These also
will have their reactions.

Devotees sometimes think they
should be exempt from suffering

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

because they are surrendered to
Krsna. At initiation (the beginning of
devotional life), the chain of karmic
reactions is broken. Krsna tells us in

| Bhagavad-gita, sarva-dharman

paritvajya mam ekam saranam vraja,
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo: all papa
(sin) will be removed by surrender to
Him. But Prabhupada tells us that

| Krsna will still give us a token
| reaction as a reminder of the dangers

of the material world and as an
impetus to greater surrender. He gives
us enough suffering to break our
attachments. He wants to wean us
from sense gratification and free us
from further entanglement. And He
wants us to love Him completely.

A devotee doesn’t want to be
detained in the material world. So he
always looks for ways to increase his
remembrance of Krsna. Happiness
and distress are the same for a
devotee because they push the mind
toward Krsna. Our real solace as
devotees is to spend our days in that
spirit.

The Bhagavatam states that

LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

£ [n Happiness and Distress

| liberation becomes the rightful claim

for one who thinks like this. The exact
word used to describe him is daya-
bhak, “a rightful heir.” A pure devo-
tee who is prepared to undergo any
tribulation for Krsna consciousness
becomes fit to enter the transcenden-
tal abode. Sridhara Swami comments,
“What does a son have to do to get
his father’s property? He simply has
to stay alive.” To inherit a place in the
spiritual world, we have to stay spiri-
tually alive in all situations.

An example was set by Maharaja
Yudhisthira. He was a great devotee
of Krsna, but he suffered heavily, both
in exile with his brothers and after the
Kuruksetra War. Maharaja Yudhi-
sthira was an honest and pious king.
So when he thought of all the deaths
caused by the war—a war fought
simply to enthrone him—he felt
weighed down by guilt and sorrow. No
one could relieve him. Krsna then
advised him to go for instruction to

| Bhisma.

At that time, Bhisma was lying on
a bed formed by the arrows shot

After the Baule of Kurukserra, Bhismadeva instructs his grandsons the Pandavas from his
deathbed, formed by arrows shot through his body.

BACK To GODHEAD
9



through his body. He was in great
pain. Yet instead of going to him to
ease his last days, Yudhisthira and his
four brothers approached Bhisma to
ask for help. Bhismadeva said,

sarvam kala-krtarin manye
bhavatam ca yad-apriyam
sapalo yad-vase loko
vayor iva ghanavalih

“In my opinion, your suffering is all
due to inevitable time, under whose
control everyone in every planet is
carried, just as the clouds are carried
by the wind” (Bhagavatam 1.9.14).
God’s ways are unknown. Everything
happens under the control of time,
according to the will of the Lord.

We are so tiny. Who are we to
question the vast intelligence of the
universe? Who are we to demand to
fathom or change that which Krsna
has set up? As Prabhupada says
about Yudhisthira, we should not be
sorry for the inconceivable action of
time.

Hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan
namas te. . . All we can do is continue
to offer obeisances to Krsna from the
core of our hearts. Yudhisthira’s
sufferings were not reactions for sins
committed in his past, but “everyone

| conditions of the material world

has to bear the actions and reactions
of time as long as one is within the
Even the most pious person has to
suffer because of material nature. If
this were not so, the material world
would be nondifferent from the
spiritual world, Vaikuntha—the place
of no anxiety.

Bhisma added, “Oh, how wonder-
ful is the influence of inevitable time.
It is irreversible—otherwise, how can
there be reverses in the presence of
King Yudhisthira, the son of the

| demigod controlling religion; Bhima,
| the great fighter with a club; the great
bowman Arjuna with his mighty

weapon Gandiva; and above all, the
Lord, the direct well-wisher of the
Pandavas?” In the face of that which
is inevitable, only a fool holds a
grudge. As Bhismadeva states, there

| is no need to lament when something
| is beyond the control of any human

being.

A devotee, though, goes beyond
the inevitabilities of material nature
and sees the hand of Krsna present in
everything. Still, precisely what Krsna
intends is beyond our knowing. “O
king,” said Bhismadeva, “no one can
know the plan of Lord Sri Krsna.

| Even though great philosophers

LORD KRSNA’S CUISINE

COOKING CLASS: LESSON SEVEN

by Yamuna Devi

OF INDIA'S FLATBREADS, deep-fried
puris are the most festive. You’ll find
them on the menu at most celebra-
tions—from weddings to festivals to
the Sunday feasts at ISKCON
temples. Prepared in temple kitchens
for millennia, even today puris are
distributed in the thousands as maha-
prasadam to temple visitors.

Along with being India’s most ele-
gant and dramatic flatbread, puris are
the quickest and easiest to make. You
simply roll a ball of enriched-wheat
dough into a medium-thin round and

slip it into hot oil. It cooks within a

| minute and balloons into a crisp,

golden thin-shelled orb. A puri is best
served at once—when it’s still filled

| with hot steam—because it holds its

shape for only one or two minutes. Of
course, warm deflated puris are still
delicious. At room temperature they
are called basi puris, and they’re
popular in everything from lunch
boxes to traveling meals.

Of the many ethnic breads ['ve
studied, the most memorable are

| those that remain simple, with strong
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inquire exhaustively, they are bewil-
dered.” And Prabhupada adds in his
purport:

The bewilderment of Maharaja
Yudhisthira over his past sinful acts

| and the resultant sufferings is

| completely negated by the great
authority Bhisma. Bhisma wanted
to impress upon Maharaja Yudh-
isthira that since time immemorial,
no one, including such demigods as
Siva and Brahma, could ascertain
the real plan of the Lord. So what
can we understand about it?

Why did this happen to me? Bhis-
ma considers this a useless question.
Even the exhaustive philosophical in-
quiries of the sages cannot ascertain
the reason. A devotee can simply
have faith in Krsna’s ultimate kind-
ness, continue to worship Him with
| heart, mind, and words, and continue
to patiently accept Krsna’s mercy in
whatever form it appears, whether in
happiness or distress. In this way, a
devotee earns the right to return to
the spiritual world.

| Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami is the

| author of more than two dozen books,
' including a six-volume biography of
Srila Prabhupada.

Puris: India’s Festive Breads

| ties to their ancient past. Unleavened
puris declare their character through
the quality and purity of only three
elements —flour, water, and ghee
(clarified butter).

Puri’s Basic Ingredients

Soft, freshly milled wheat flour is
preferred, both for its flavor and for
its elasticity. In many Indian kitchens,
wheat is ground daily, the flour con-
sidered stale after sitting around even
three days. Although I sporadically
| possess a grain mill, at present I don't



and use the next best thing: organic
whole-wheat pastry flour, available at
natural-food stores. A final option
might be a mixture of unbleached
white flour and whole-wheat flour.
Grains and flours free from chemicals
and pesticides are wholesome and’
nutritious and when stored in the
freezer retain much of their goodness.
Good water is important in bread-
making. In India people collect fresh
water daily, usually from wells, and
store it in jugs of clay or copper. They
often label their water sweet or salty,
the former redolent of spring water,
the latter bearing traces of salt or
mineral deposits. Indian city dwellers
who use municipal water boil it and
use it after it has cooled. In the West I
recommend mountain spring water.
Just as a true French croissant
requires butter and Italian foccacia
requires extra-virgin olive oil, classic
puris require clarified butter, called
ghee. Butter—roughly eighty percent
butterfat, eighteen percent water, and
two percent protein solids—cannot
be heated to the temperatures needed
for deep-frying. When butter is clari-
fied, its water is driven off and the
protein solids divided from the pure
butterfat. The subtle, refined flavor of
clarified butter, often described as
nutty and sweet, comes largely from
a delicate caramelization of lactose

sugars in the butter.

Ghee is easy to make. You'll find
two methods in the class textbook,
Lord Krishna's Cuisine. There you'll
also find instructions for making
flavor-infused ghee such as aromatic
ginger ghee. spice-seed ghee, and
peppercorn ghee. My current favorite
ghee infusion is made with cloves, a
peppercorn blend, and fresh sweet-
neem leaves. In America, both ghee
and organic butter are available in
larger natural-food stores. If you want
to sample puris without butterfat, try
them fried in cold-pressed corn oil or
one of the many flavor-infused oils
mentioned in my book Yamuna's
Table.

Shaping and Frying Puris

Although it takes a little practice
to master rolling round, even puris,
your first attempts will still taste deli-
cious. For newcomers, [ recommend
rolling all the breads out beforehand
and keeping them covered on cookie
sheets. This will let you fry them
quickly and serve them hot off the
flame.

What most sets the flavor in plain
puris is the frying medium. In India,
many temple chefs and home cooks
won't use the same ghee twice to fry
puris; they cook each batch in a small
amount of ghee and then throw that

Advertisement

ghee out. An educated palate can
easily detect puris fried in used ghee or
oil. It’s easy to see why ghee is some-
times called “liquid gold.” It’s a pricy
frying medium, but there’s nothing
quite like it.

You can save ghee by using the right
size pan. For the recipe below, use 2'4
cups of ghee in a 1- or 2-quart sauce-
pan or a 9-inch bowl-shaped Indian
karai. The rule of thumb is to use at
least 1% inches of oil for small batches
of puris, and about 2 inches for larger
pans and quantity cooking.

A Few More Notes

If you make puris only once or
twice a year, this simple recipe should
suffice. But if you're following this .
series of cooking classes, try several
selections from the class textbook,
experimenting with different flours,
types of water, dairy products, and
flavor-infused ghee or oil.

Srila Prabhupada had a great
fondness for puris and once noted that
until he was in his twenties he pre-
ferred them over capatis. 1 never tired
of preparing new varieties for him,
ferreting out the best ingredients
available as he traveled here and there.
Occasionally he requested them for
special lunches, a late-evening meal, or

| breakfast in cold weather.

Puris go well with almost any stew,

Mayapur-Vrindavan Trust presents

Bhaktivedanta Ashram
Vrindavan Pilgrimage Village

A very special opportunity to have your place of residence in the Holy Dhama.

This new development is being built on one of the last large par-
cels of land in Raman Reti. directly behind the ISKCON Krishna-
Balaram Temple complex.

The beautifully landscaped two and a half acres of trees and gar-
dens will include brick walking paths, sandstone gazebos (chatris),
and a traditional Vrindavan-style village for your residence. All main-
tained by a full staff of gardeners, maintenance men. and guards.

You can obtain a lifetime (betnam) license to these accommoda-
tions for pilgrimage use or retirement. Financing plans are available
with as low as 20% downpayment and low monthly payments from 3
to 7 years. Prices start at $4,500.

Limited availability: Direct all inquiries to The Secretary. Mayapur-
Vrindavan Trust, 1380 Garnet Avenue, Suite E-527, San Diego, CA
92109. Phone: (619) 483-8854.
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vegetable dish, or legume dish, and
with many regional cuisines. For a
simple North Indian village-style
feast, serve puris with kicchari and
yogurt. For a special lunch or dinner,
serve them with one or two vegetables
and a salad. For an afternoon snack.
try them with sliced mangoes and
chilled sweet-rice pudding.

PURIS
(Makes 16)

2 cups sieved whole-wheat pastry
flour. Or | cup whole-wheat
flour mixed with 1 cup un-
bleached white flour or cake
flour

2% tablespoons melted ghee or
corn oil

% cup warm water, or as needed

ghee or cold-pressed corn oil for
deep-frying

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS has to be
lived to be understood, and when it is
lived, one’s world becomes bright with
an ever-increasing festiveness of
spiritual emotion. The Sanskrit word
for festival is utsava, which means
“pleasure,” or more fully, “the
expression of complete happiness.”
Srila Prabhupada used to say that the
entire Vedic mission is summarized in
the words sarve sukhino bhavantu:
“Let everyone be happy.”

Krsna’s devotees wish to impart
transcendental pleasure to their
children, yet exactly how to do so can
be a puzzle. Srila Prabhupada gives us
a four-point formula for a happy
family life. He writes, “One need only
chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama. Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare,
accept the remnants of foodstuffs
offered to Krsna, have some discus-
sion on books like Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam, and engage

Place the flour in a large bowl. If
you’'re using more than one tvpe of
flour, mix them together thoroughly.
Drizzle the flour with ghee or oil and
blend it in well with your fingertips.
Add "2 cup of water and work the
dough into a rough mass. In dribbles,
add more water as needed. until you
make a medium-consistency dough.
Clean your hands thoroughly and coat
them with oil. Knead the dough for
about 8 minutes, until it’s smooth and
pliable. Coat the dough with a film of
oil, cover it, and let it rest for 30 min-
utes. (You can make the dough a day
ahead of time and chill it. Bring it to
room temperature before continuing.)

Divide the dough into 16 smooth
patties. Cover them with plastic to
prevent drying. Take one ball of
dough, keeping the others covered,
and flatten it into a patty 2 inch thick.
Dip a corner of the patty into melted
ghee or oil and roll it out into a 5-inch

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Family Festivals

by Rohininandana Dasa

oneself in Deity worship™ (Bhagavad-
gita 13.12, purport).

Simple enough? Chant Hare Krsna,
eat prasadam, talk about Krsna, and
offer arati. Anyone can do these
things, and in the spiritual world—
where everyone is moved by intense
feelings of love for Krsna—everyone
does them, with a never-ending relish.

So what about us? How can we
make the regular practices of Krsna
consciousness alive enough to compete
with the sparkling promises of Maya’s
salesmen such as Mr. Nintendo? Our
own spiritual practice may be inspired
by an adult sense of obligation. But
if we try to impose our practices on
our children, they may feel frustrated
and repressed. Still. a little sugar helps
the medicine go down, and for a child
the sugar is the parents’ love, approv-
al, nurturing, and understanding,.

So here lies the background for
successfully applying Srila Prabhu-
pada’s four-point formula: that we
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round, using firm but even pressure.
Place it on a cookie sheet. Roll all the
puris in this way. Cover them loosely.
Do not let rounds touch one another.

To cook the puris, heat at least 1%
inches of ghee or oil over moderately
high heat (365° F). Add one dough
round. When it rises to the surface,
tap it gently with the back of a slotted
spoon for about one minute, until it’s
puffed and beginning to turn golden.
Turn the puri and cook it on the other
side for about a half a minute, until
it’s near golden brown. Transfer it to a
tray lined with paper towels. Continue
with the other dough rounds. Offer
the puris to Krsna hot, warm, or at
room lempcmlurc,

Yamuna Devi is the author of Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking and Yamuna’'s
Table and is a regular contributor to
The Washington Post.

parents genuinely enjoy practicing
Krsna consciousness ourselves, and
that we love our children enough to
want to be with them and share our-
selves with them. Because children

notice inconsistency. we must be steady
in both these items, or our children will
use our unsteadiness as an excuse to
ignore restrictions we place on them.

We need to apply Srila Prabhu-
pada’s formula intelligently. sensitively,
and sometimes innovatively so that
both our children and we ourselves
become increasingly enthusiastic about
it. Prabhupada’s idea was that Krsna
consciousness be fun for children, a
welcome part of their play. We may not
yet share the same sense of constant
festivity felt by the residents of the
spiritual world. Still, our devotional
calendar is liberally sprinkled with
festival days. And what can be more
fun for a child, or an adult. than a
festival?

A child jumps for joy to hear that a



special day is coming
soon. A Krsna conscious
festival means creativity
and plans and prepara-
tions and color and smells
and surprises. It means
friends and giving and
receiving and sharing. It
means singing and
dancing and playing and
merrymaking.

We can get a sense of
how to put on our festivals
by hearing about the
childhoods of the Lord
and His devotees. When
Lord Nityananda was a
child, He and His friends,
as part of their regular
play, used to re-enact
Krsna’s pastimes. Once
they were playing the
battle of Lanka. When
Nityananda as Laksmana
was struck by Ravana’s
terrible sakti weapon, He fell uncon-
scious. His friends stopped the play !
and fearfully gathered around Him.
Some grownups arrived and suggested
that to save Laksmana, Hanuman
needed to fetch some special medici-
nal herbs. The child who was playing
the part of Hanuman set off to look
for the herbs. After a few adventures
he returned with them, and when they
were administered by the “physician,”
Nityananda was revived.

When Srila Prabhupada was a child
he and his friends spent a long time
rehearsing a drama about Lord
Caitanya. When they finally staged
their play, the large audience was
moved to tears.

Srila Prabhupada also used to
organize his own Rathayatra festi-
vals, and the neighbors would join in.

When Lord Krsna was a child, He
and the other village children helped
the grown-ups care for the cows and
calves. Always in a festive mood, the
children of Vrndavana and their
parents would regularly dress up and
decorate themselves for celebrations.

When an Indian friend of mine was
a child in East Africa, every year
during the Diwali celebrations all the
houses on her street were scrubbed
clean, freshly painted, and garlanded
with festoons. Running from house to
house, she and her friends acted out

the pastimes of Lord Rama and
received gifts of varied homemade
delicacies. At night each house was lit
up with what seemed like hundreds of
beautiful lamps. And the houses were
alive with plays and music and singing.

An Example

Radha Priya. my wife, notes that in
the Vedic tradition a festival is a fami-
ly affair for everyone in the village. To
a child, the concept of a “children’s
festival,” arranged by the adults espe-
cially for him and his friends, subtly
implies that adults must have a sepa-
rate, and probably better, life than his.
In a family festival everyone takes part
equally, no matter what one’s age.
status, or sex. Here’s how Radha Priya
described our festival for Lord
Balarama:

“Qur family festival to celebrate
the appearance of Lord Balarama was
memorable because each of us, from

| age one to fifty, played a meaningful

part in creating it. Several days before
Balarama’s appearance, which occurs

| on a full-moon day, we made a list of

the wall. When someone completed a

| task, he crossed it off the list. The
| children made invitations. blew up
| balloons, painted murals of Lord Bala-

|
things to do for Him and posted it on ‘

rama, rolled ‘Balarama balls’ (sweets
made mostly of honey). and pinned up
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Devotees enjoy the feast at a festival on Lord Balarama's appearance day, organized by Rohininandana
Dasa and his family.

‘Welcome™ banners. Adults sent the
invitations, cleaned the cottage, and
sewed a new outfit for our Deities:
Jagannatha, Balarama, and Subhadra.
“Friends began arriving the evening

before the festival, bearing gifts for
Lord Balarama. They erected tents
and excitedly settled in, ready for the

| next day.

“Before worshiping the Deities in
the morning, my husband was out
picking wild flowers to decorate the
altar, and Jnana Dasa and his children
were making decorations with colored
paper. Nine-year-old Radhanatha Dasa
worshiped the Deities, accompanied by
singing, dancing, and music from a host
of instruments. For class, we took turns
telling and acting out stories about
Lord Balarama.

*A little later we set out for the
woods to play the parts of Balarama
and His friends and even some not-so-
friendly characters like Pralambha and
Dhenuka.

“Throughout the day—whether we

| were cooking, or playing musical

games, or carrying offerings to the
altar, or hunting around the garden for
hidden cardboard letters to spell Bala-
rama’s many names, or wondering how
Lord Balarama felt after drinking so
much Varuni beverage. or opening and
showing the Deities our own small gifts
to them, or enjoying the feast of Lord



Balarama'’s prasadam—all of us felt
directly involved in creating some-
thing special for the Lord and His
devotees.

“Probably the highlight was the
drama. We split up into four groups of
five and gave ourselves twenty min-
utes so each group could prepare a
play of their choice about Lord Bala-
rama. Then, using the simplest of

THE DISTINGUISHED British scien-
tist Michael Polanyi speaks of some-
thing he finds “unbelievable.” What is
that? For three hundred years, he
says, writers who contested the idea
that life can be explained by physics
and chemistry “argued by affirming
that living things are not, or not
wholly, machinelike.” What's wrong
with that? Instead, Polanyi says, those
writers should have been “pointing
out that the mere existence of
machinelike functions in living beings
proves that life cannot be explained in
terms of physics and chemistry.™

What does Polanyi mean?

According to the old, traditional
belief, living beings are animated by
some kind of vital principle we can’t
fully understand in physical terms.
Modern biology textbooks firmly
reject that belief, called vitalism. Most
modern biologists would say we can
fully understand life through physics
and chemistry. Today a scientist who
goes in for vitalism puts his credibility
on the line,

Yet Polanyi says life can’t be ex-
plained through physics and chemis-
try. Is he breaking ranks with main-
stream science and going heretic? No.
[t turns out that Polanyi’s position fits
snugly with the established principles
of the physical and biological sciences.
What he is doing is showing how to
redefine vitalism so it agrees with
those principles.

Transcending Boundaries
The key to Polanyi’s argument is

props and costumes, each group per-

formed in turn. Old and new friends, . |

teenagers, and preschoolers all
showed levels of humor, imagination,
and spontaneity I have rarely seen,
and because we shared so much, we
felt a growing affection for one

| another.

| “Toround off the day we drove to

| the beach, lit a fire, and sang devo-

the idea of boundary conditions.
Physicists can predict what a piece of
matter will do by taking account of
two things: boundary conditions and
the laws of physics.

For example, suppose we want to
predict the trajectory of a cannonball.
To do this we need to know the speed
of the cannonball as it leaves the gun
and the angle at which the barrel is
tilting. Then, using Newton’s laws of
motion, we can calculate the cannon-
ball’s path. The important point is
this: Unless we know the boundary
conditions—the initial speed and the
gun-barrel tilt—the laws of physics
tell us nothing about what the
cannonball will do.

Here’s a more complex example. In

a computer, what are the boundary

conditions? First we have the engi-

neered structure of the computer,

including such things as the design of
| its circuits. Then we have the operat-
ing conditions, like how hot the room
is and how many volts come from the
power supply. Next comes the soft-
ware. And last there’s the information
fed into the computer while it’s
running. And the laws of physics? In
this case the relevant ones are the
laws of electromagnetism.

The boundary conditions here are

highly complex, but when we think of
a computer, these boundary condi-

tions are mainly what we think of. For
| example, a programmer thinks of soft-

ware, and a computer designer thinks
of circuit diagrams. We skip the
details of what the laws of physics say
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SCIENCE: THE VEDIC VIEW

Lifeless Vitalism

by Sadaputa Dasa

tional songs by the light of Lord Bala-
rama’s full moon, glistening on the
rippling sea.”

Rohininandana Dasa and Radha
Priva Dast would like to correspond
with anyone interested in living near
them. Write to them at Woodgate
Cottage, Beckley Nr. Rye, E. Sussex
TN31 6UH, UK.

the computer is doing.

Even though the computer does
obey the laws of physics, its design and
software let us think about the compu-
ter and yet forget those laws. So on a
practical level, we could say that the

| computer’s boundary conditions go

beyond— “transcend”—the laws of
physics.

Polanyi extends these observations
to the bodies of living organisms, which

| in some ways resemble computers.
Living organisms are extremely com-

plex in structure, and their molecules
of DNA hold vast information. That
structure and that information, we can

| think, define the living organism’s

boundary conditions. So Polanyi
reasons that, as with the computer, a
living system “transcends” the chemi-
cal and physical laws that govern the
atomic stuff of which it’s made.?

For Polanyi, to “explain a phenom-
enon fully in terms of physics and

| chemistry™ means to nail it down with

physical and chemical laws plus simple
boundary conditions, like those in the
example of the cannonball. If the
needed boundary conditions get com-
plex, Polanyi says, then what we’re
studying by definition transcends the
laws of physics.

A Compromise that Fails

It may seem at first glance that Pol-
anyi is attributing to life some unique
property of transcendence. But in phys-
ics and chemistry, solving the vast
majority of problems calls for knowl-

I edge of complex boundary conditions.



So it follows that such problems all
transcend chemistry and physics. In-
deed, Polanyi says, any chemical com-
pound that has a complex structure
and so transmits a lot of information
to its neighborhood must in this
regard “be irreducible to physics and
chemistry.™

What it boils down to is this: Most
scientists see boundary conditions
as part of physics and chemistry, and
they see life as fully physical. Polanyi
accepts that the physical laws fully
govern an organism’s material body.
But by juggling words and separating
complex boundary conditions from
physical laws, he has found a way to
declare that life is transcendental.

Polanyi has created a compromise
between vitalism and physical science
by redefining vitalism as a subdivision
of the existing physical theories. But
this won't work. The old ideas of
vitalism posited laws and energies of

TWO YEARS OLD, Lalita Madhava
sits with all her concentration focused
on the book our 14-year-old daughter
is showing her. Lalita Madhava’s older
sister has just graduated from our
gurukula school, her mother is at our
house to print a letter, and Lalita
Madhava is thinking of Krsna’s pas-
times. “Krsna,” she says and points to
the picture. She carefully turns the
page.

Having spent more than three
years teaching a Krsna conscious
nursery school, [ am privy to a great
secret: there is an ocean of sweet
spiritual pleasure in the company of
very young devotees of Krsna. They
know nothing of local, national, or
global politics. They hardly know if
they are boys or girls. But they do
know they love Krsna. In their
company one can simply tell stories
about the Lord, sing songs to glorify
Him. and play games that absorb the
mind in His service. A well-run

life that simply have no part in con-
temporary physics and chemistry. For
example, the Bhagavad-gita says that
energies called mind, intelligence, and
false ego control how living organisms
behave. Since these energies have no
place in the existing theories of chem-
istry and physics, it follows that if the
Bhagavad-gita is right. Polanyi’s
understanding of life is wrong.

Exploring the Link at the Boundary

But we can salvage something from |

Polanyi’s ideas. Bhagavad-gita 3.27
indicates that Krsna, the supreme
controller, acts in the material world
through the agency of material

nature. But material nature operates

| according to His will. This means that
| in the actual laws of nature there must

be boundary conditions that repre-
sent the moment-by-moment link
between matter and the supreme will.
These actual natural laws will con-

nursery fully engages the mind of the
teacher, challenging her intelligence
and creativity.

The parents also will be pleased.
At home, most mothers have to
divide their minds between their chil-
dren and their household work. So a
mother is pleased to see her child in a
happy spiritual place with a devotee
whose sole duty is to teach the child.

Children who have taken part in a

: materially and spiritually lively nur-

sery school can look back upon their
early childhood with pleasure. Even
as teenagers, they can still enjoy sing-
ing the simple English, Sanskrit, or
Bengali songs about Krsna they
learned in nursery. The joy of decorat-
ing Krsna’s picture with colored beads
can broaden into a desire to dress the
Deity. A child can grow up feeling
that constant engagement in the
Lord’s service is natural.

So what should children do at a

I nursery school? Here are some activi-
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form with the known laws of physics
under special conditions. But in gener-
al they will extend further to allow for
subtle energies (such as mind, intelli-
gence, and false ego). And they will
allow for Krsna’s personal direction of
material affairs. So here’s a true chal-
lenge to physical science: Can it
progress towards learning the details
of these higher-order natural laws?
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SCHOOLING KRSNA’S CHILDREN

Nursery Nectar

by Urmila Devi Dasi

Astronomy.

ties for children aged 2% to 5. Al-
though these activities are best suited
for a teacher and a group of children,
any mother at home could use most of
these ideas.

The key to successful activities is
keep changing them before the
children grow restless and wild. Vary
what you do and how long you do it,
according to the mood and needs of

{ the children. For example, if many

children are restless, spend more time
on physically active programs. If most
of the children are older, spend more
time on things that call for patience.
As much as possible, all the children

| should do the same activity together.

When an activity is over, the children
should put everything away, and clean
the floor and tables if need be. If you
don’t want to lose everything in your
nursery, best to keep the things for
separate activities separate.

You can engage the children three
ways: in free, loosely supervised play,



in all working at once on their own
projects, and in all doing the same
thing together.

A. Loosely supervised play:

This includes things like playing
outdoors on swings and slides, looking
at nature books, and playing with
blocks and toys. With blocks, children
can build temples, altars, and items
for spreading Krsna consciousness,
such as cars in which they can go to
distribute books. With toys the chil-
dren can play their way into Krsna’s
pastimes—by cooking for Krsna,
taking care of baby Krsna, or acting as
cowherd boys frolicking with the
cows, frogs, and birds of Vrndavana.

B. All working at once on their own
projects:

All together but each on his own,
children can work with clay, or play
with puzzles, or make garlands, or
decorate pictures of Krsna and His
devotees.

With clay the children can play at
cooking food for Krsna or building
things for Krsna. With jigsaw puzzles
children can put together Krsna’s
pastimes.

As for garlands, children can make
them from wooden or plastic beads
you can get at a hobby or craft store.
The children can sit before a picture
or Deity of Krsna, and each child can
make a nice garland for Him. The
children can offer their garlands with

can see and admire the garlands of
the others. Through garlands, also,
the children can learn about colors,
patterns, and counting.

Children can enjoy decorating pic-
tures of Krsna and His devotees. The
pictures can come from old calendars
or extra copies of Back to Godhead,

| or the children can use pictures they

have painted or colored themselves.
With the teacher’s help, the children
can adorn the pictures with stars,
jewels, glitter, and paper flowers.

C. All doing the same thing:

Together, children can learn simple
songs, and they can chant Hare Krsna
and dance. The children who are able
can take turns leading.

The children can also take turns
fanning Krsna and offering Him
incense and flowers, as adults do in
the ceremony of arati.

Children can also do something
else together that is very important in
devotional life: take prasadam, food
first offered to Krsna. They can learn
how to say their prayers, respect
prasadam, think of Krsna, and enjoy.
And they can learn how to be clean.

Children can also put on plays
about Krsna. The teacher gives a child
one line to say and one thing to do at
a time. Keep things simple and active
and the children can do three plays or
more without boredom.

You can delight your children with
Krsna conscious storytelling. More

the teacher’s help, and all the children | than just reading a story, you can sing

Soul is reality,

regardless what your beliefs may be.
Experiments? Proof?

But are you willing to enter the
laboratory?

—108: idefy

She said: Two hydrogen and one oxy-
gen atom make water.

He said: Atoms!/ Give me a break!
These little things you can’t even see.

STRAIGHT TALK

Enterthe Laboratory

by Vraja Kisora Dasa

You put a few together, and out comes
water . . . You expect me to believe
that?

She said: It’s a fact. Two hydrogens
and one oxygen make water.

He said: I'll believe it when I see it.
Prove it to me!

She said: All right.

He said: You're crazy. You can’t prove
it!

She said: I can prove it to you. Just
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| a song about the story, show pictures,

and act out the story. There are
many tapes of Krsna conscious story
songs.

Children enjoy movies showing
plays and stories and festivals. But go
easy on video during the child’s early
years. It can hamper a child’s natural
development. A total of one hour a
week is a good limit.

An entire community benefits from
the nursery school. It gives mothers
more time to help in a local temple or
project. And even when there isn't a
school, a mother at home will find
that an hour or two spent creating a
nursery-school atmosphere will make

| her children so happy she can devote

more time to other service.

If we treat our children with care
from the very beginning, they’ll feel
encouraged as souls. They’ll give
spiritual pleasure to everyone and
give hope for the future. And by their
behavior and enthusiasm they may
sometimes melt the heart of even the
most hardened atheist.

Urmila Devi Dasi was initiated in 1973
and has been involved in ISKCON
education since 1983. She, her hus-
band, and their three children live at

| the ISKCON conununity in Hills-

borough, North Carolina, where she
runs a growing school for boys and
girls aged 5-18. She is the major
author and compiler of Vaikuntha
Children, a gurukula classroom

| guidebook.

come into my laboratory and do the
experiment. The first step is to look in
this . . .

| He said: Oh yeah. Right. Good one.

The laboratory. You want me to go into
your laboratory and do your experi-
ment your way—that’s brainwashing.
She said: No . . . If you’ll just take a
look in this microscope . . .

He said: I'm not gonna do any of your
crazy rituals! What are you trying to



do, convert me!? You people are nuts.
You believe all these crazy things.
Two hydrogens and one oxygen make
water! Gimme a break!

She said: [ can show you if you'll look
in this microscope . . .

He said: I'll never follow your rules!
You can'’t prove anything to me!

She said: God exists. If we focus our
efforts and devotion on God, our lives
will become complete.

He said: God! Gimme a break! This
mythological character you can’t even
see. Worship Him and you’ll feel dan-
dy ... You expect me to believe that?
She said: It’s a fact. God exists. We
become complete through devotion to
Him.

He said: Yeah right. I'll believe it
when I see it. Prove it to me!

MANY OF THE IDEAS of the Green
movement seem to fit well with Krsna
consciousness. The so-called Green
Movement (not to be confused with
the Green Revolution, which aims to
industrialize farms around the world)
officially began in Germany in 1983. It
quickly spread through Europe and to
America. Greens stand for nonvio-

lence, democracy, social responsibility, |

and ecology (in particular, they want

She said: All right.

He said: You're crazy. You can’t prove
it!

She said: I can prove it to you, just
come into the laboratory and do the

experiment. The first step is to remove |

the blindfold of attachment to mate-
T e

He said: Oh yeah. Right. Good one.
The laboratory. You want me to come
into your laboratory and do your ex-
periment your way—that’s brainwash-
ing.

She said: No . . . If you'll just begin
chanting Hare Krsna . . .

He said: I'm not gonna do any of your
crazy rituals! What are you trying to
do, convert me!? You people are nuts.
You believe all these crazy things: God
and spiritual worlds and . . . Gimme a
break! You can't show me God.

She said: I'll show you. Let me just

to point you toward a way of life sus-
tainable within your local bioregion).
Greens also stress decentralizing—
that is, making your politics and
economy local. Finally, Greens seek a
spiritual orientation to bring human
culture into harmony with the earth.
In The Green Alternative: Creating

| an Ecological Future, Brian Tokar

describes “the problem of how we
feed ourselves™ as “arguably the most
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THE LAND, THE COWS, AND KRSNA

How Green Is Your Tractor?

by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi

Which form of agricultural traction is greener? If vou chose the picture on the left, think again.

explain . . .

He said: Just show me God!

She said: I'm trying to tell you where
to look.

He said: I'll never follow your rules!
You can’t prove anything to me!

Soul is reality,

regardless what your beliefs may be.
Experiments? Proof?

But are you willing to enter the
laboratory?

—108: idefy

Vraja Kisora Dasa (formerly Bhakta
Vic of 108) joined the Hare Krsna
movement about three years ago. He
recently received spiritual initiation
from Dhanurdhara Swami in Vrnda-
vana, India. He and his band (called
108) are based at ISKCON's temple in
Washington, D.C.

vital component of a Green ecological
strategy.” In a section called “Green-
ing Agriculture—A Place to Begin,” I

| found this:

A huge proportion of our food is
now produced at huge, heavily
mechanized industrial “farms”
under the control of a handful of
giant agribusiness firms. Their pro-
duce is cheap to grow and cheap to
buy, but it is increasingly deficient in



basic nutrients. It is often trucked
thousands ol miles to consumers,
both urban and rural. Meanwhile
the increasing use of chemical ferti-
lizers, herbicides and insecticides
sacrifices the basic fertility of our
soils and spreads poison through
our lands and through the food
chain.

But I was surprised that Tokar, in
his critique of centralized farming,
was silent about its basic tool of
destruction: the petroleum-powered
Lractor.

The tractor’s role in modern
society was foreshadowed in the late
Middle Ages, when farmers started
replacing draft oxen with European
war horses. The horse let farmers
work much larger plots of land.
Bigger farms, held in fewer hands,
could make more money and grow
cheaper food. Displaced peasants
provided cheap labor for factories.
Cheap labor fed with cheap food set

| the stage for the industrial revolution.

And the tractor has pushed things
much further.

Srila Prabhupada told us that the
tractor helped tear apart the Indian
village system. Similarly, agricultural
inventor Jean Nolle warns third-world
villagers that most of them will lose
their land to agribusiness if they let
their communities get hooked on the
tractor.

The tractor, it seems to me, could
serve as an emblem of nearly every-

‘thing the Greens stand against. |

thought. If only Brian Tokar could
talk to my friends in North Carolina
Balabhadra Dasa and his wife, Chaya
Devi Dasl. (They're Krsna conscious
ox-power farmers.) He'd learn a lot
about what the tractor does to ruin
the environment and spoil human life.
So, Brian Tokar, please meet Bala-
bhadra and Chaya and let them give
you some insights into the role of the
modern tractor.

Advertisement

THE
PETROL-POWERED
TRACTOR

An Implement of Destruction

by Balabhadra Dasa
and Chaya Devi Dasi

IN OUR TRAVELS we meet a lot of
ecologically conscious people who
seem to take tractor-powered farming
for granted. So the first question we
ask these folks is, How many mining
operations do you need to make a
tractor? You need mines for iron,
coal, limestone, manganese, nickel,
copper, bauxite, tin, zing, just to name
a few. For these minerals you have to
rape Mother Earth and create hellish
conditions for thousands of workers.
And that’s just step one.

Next come the smelting plants,
where the ores are broken loose and
cooked down. Now we're talking big
industry—huge factories, more hellish
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Bulls are Krsna’s tractors, produced in
the “factory” of the mother’s womb. This factory doesn’t
pollute or create hellish working conditions. And it operates
by the laws of nature, which Krsna has arranged.

work. And we're getting into large-
scale pollution.

From the smelting plants we go to
the factory where the parts of the

tractor are stamped out. Then another

factory. where the tractor is put
together. Still more hellish working
conditions, still more pollution.

Now the tractor is finally assem-
bled and sitting in the parking lot —
without tires. Where do we get the
materials for the tires? People used to
20 o tropical countries and pay work-
ers a few cents to cut rubber trees and
bleed them for latex. These days we
have steel-belted radials, made from
synthetics derived from petroleum.

Speaking of petroleum, now that
we have our tractor sitting on its tires
in the parking lot, what does it run
on? You can’t put grass and oats in
that tank. You need petroleum, which
vou might have to fight for. To prove
it’s yours, you may have to send
troops to the Middle East to kill men.
women, and children. You might have
to sacrifice your son or even your
daughter. And if you win, when the
man with the Exxon Valdez comes to
ship your oil across the ocean he may
spill half of it into the sea.

The oil that's left goes to the
refinery. If vou've ever driven through
a refinery town., you know the air
smells like a skunk, and the water is
so bad that even a skunk would think
twice before drinking it.

But now our farmer has his tractor.
his steel-belted radials. and his petrol.
He fires up the engine and thinks,

“With this tractor I can do the work of

fifty oxen.” He looks at his oxen and
says, "I don’t need you anymore. I've
got my tractor. I've got my petroleum.
You can go to the slaughterhouse.”
When you start killing bulls. you're
destined to receive very negative
Karmic reactions.

Some of the karmic reaction begins

right away. For a start, now you've got
hapless people working in slaughter-
houses. in jobs the U.S. government
calls more dangerous and demoraliz-
ing than those in factories and mines.

But Mr. Agribusiness doesn’t think
about that. He thinks, *I don't have to
feed those oxen anymore. That profit
goes into my pockel.” At the cost of
their lives.

Then he looks at his teamsters,
who used to work those oxen—people
who worked in the mode of goodness
in the fields, growing grains and vege-
tables. He says, “I've already killed
my oxen. ['ve got my tractor—I've got
no work for you. You're unemployed.
Why don’t you go work in the factory
and make more machines? Or go on
welfare.”

Then he takes the tractor out to
plow his field. Its heavy tires compact
the earth, so the roots of his hybrid
plants have trouble growing. He no
longer has manure to nourish the soil,
so he pours on commercial fertilizer,
made with huge inputs of natural gas.
Because the crops eventually deplete
the organic things in the soil that hold
moisture. his soil easily washes away
into the stream. The weak soil that’s
left grows weak plants—easy prey for
weeds. bugs, and disease. So the
farmer brings out his arsenal of pesti-
cides and herbicides. These also wash
downstream.

So that’s the modern tractor. Does
it fit with the values that groups like
the Greens want to promote? Not at
all. Instead, the tractor plows up the
environment. spreads centralization
and exploitation, and crushes spiritual
life.

What's the alternative? When a
cow gives birth, about half the time
the calf is a bull. These bulls are
Krsna's tractors. produced in the
“factory™ of the mother’s womb. This
factory doesn't pollute or create hell-
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ish working conditions. And it oper-
ates by the laws of nature, which Krsna
has arranged.

Krsna’s tractor can grow its own
fuel—oats and grasses. And with this
tractor. even the wastes are uselul.
Cow manure can be processed to yield
methane. a clean-burning fuel. The
residue can go into the ground as a
first-class fertilizer and soil-builder.
No need for by-products from the
slaughterhouse to build organic
content.

What about working conditions?
The relationship between the farmer
and the oxen is based on love and
trust. When the oxen see the farmer,
they expect to be patted and stroked
under the neck. In return they like to
work, and they work well with an
experienced farmer. It’s the most satis-
fying kind of labor anyone could ask
for.

When we use Krsna's tractor there’s
no pollution. And no violence. The
farmer works side by side with the bull
to grow the best natural foods. This
kind of work—inspired by Krsna con-
sciousness—agives the right ground Lo
stand on for any group that wants a
greener world.

Hare Krsna Devi Dasi, an ISKCON
devotee since 1978, spent several vears
on the Gita Nagari farm in Pennsyl-
vania. She is co-editor of the newsletter
Hare Krsna Rural Life (please see page
59).

Balabhadra Dasa and Chaya Devi
Dasi are initiated disciples o, f Srila
Prabhupada, whose teachings inspired
them to start the International Society

for Cow Protection, a nonprofit educa-

tional organization with more than five
hundred members. They're developing
their farm in North Carolina into a self-
sufficient farm that runs on ox power.
For more information, you can call
them at (919) 563-3643.



by Ravindra Svaripa Dasa

BY 9:00 PM. THE CLUB is packed,
maybe 500 kids crowding this indus-
trial loft of 150 feet by 40 above an
auto parts warehouse. On a stage at
the far right four shirtless men, the
skin of their elaborately tattooed
torsos shining blue and red under the
spots, push through towering twin
stacks of speakers a driving punk
cacophony well into the range of
permanent inner-ear destruction. As |
pause at the entrance to put in ear
plugs, Ekendra Dasa, Shelter’s drum-
mer, sees me and offers obeisances.
He’s dressed for the show in a worn
white T-shirt bearing the crudely
hand-lettered message “5 DOLLARS:
ONE DOZEN ROSES.” | recognize it
as an off-cast from Muktavandya, who
for years sold flowers in Harrisburg to
maintain the Gita Nagari farm.

“It’s an honest T-shirt,” Ekendra
says.

“Painfully,” I joke (and realize a
moment later: saturated with Mukta’s
devotion and sacrifice). My apprecia-
tion for Ekendra’s taste in T-shirts
increases. One at an earlier show
vowed: “WAR ON MAYA.”

In the area before the stage—the
pit, it’s called—a tight crush of kids
carry on what looks like a contained
riot, complete with occasional flying
bodies. Here where I stand in calmer
mid-club, boys and girls crowd at
round tables, most of them scarfing
down huge helpings of Krsna prasa-
dam on paper plates. The boys favor
T-shirts (over-sized), baseball caps
(usually worn backwards), and full,
wide pants, as loose and baggy as,
well, dhotis. Everywhere I see the
new Shelter T-shirt. On the front
Ananta Sesa in full color torches the
universe, while the back enjoins:
“SELF-REALIZATION—NOT SENSE
GRATIFICATION.” I envision these
shirts filling the halls of American

high schools.

Behind the bar to my left I spot
Kaulini Devi Dasi from Gita Nagari
serving out to ever-famished youth a
feast from stainless steel pans:
creamed potatoes, carrot halavd,
apple juice, fried potato crisps,
powdered-milk cookies, curd in toma-
to sauce—all kosher for this grainless
Ekadasi-fast day. Next to her stands
Bhakta Steve amid a display of books
(final score: 3 soft Giras distributed,
20 Civilization and Transcendences),
bead bags (8), japa beads (12 ), neck
beads (40), as well as assorted Shelter
T-shirts, records, and tapes. Next to
him, Kate sells the new Equal Vision
Fanzine & Journal (150 go out); it
contains her article, I was a Teenage
Frankenstein or How I was Saved
from Political Correctness” and Bhak-
ta Steve’s “Animal Life 101: Eating,
Sleeping, Mating, and Defending.”

As I wait for a plate of prasadam, a
kid named Sammy hands me his new
red-covered fanzine Trial, with Radha
and Krsna on the cover and an
interview inside with Vraja Kisora
Dasa (formerly Bhakta Vic of 108)
and a page explaining “Who is
Krishna?"” and “What are they [the
devotees] trying to do?” The inside
back cover displays an ad for Gita
Nagari's Adopt-A-Cow program.
Sammy has been coming to the Phila-
delphia temple for about three
months. In the mid-club crowd I see
devotees from Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Potomac, and Gita Nagari.

| Incredibly, a great deal of preaching is

going on, everyone signaling and
shouting over the band’s din. I see
Pete—a senior in a school for prob-
lem kids, whose own problems
disappeared when he began chanting
16 rounds a day—distributing as-
sorted small books (total: 14). There’s
Kevin selling his new literary maga-
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= The Scene at Unisound

zine Better Than A 1000: A Collection
of Krishna Conscious Writings, and
Glenn and Stain (the graffiti artist),
who both have poems in it. Mikey
Concern flashes me his heavy-metal
grin: he’s got a Christmas marathon
going at Pennsbury High School (final
score: | hard Gita, 3 soft Giras; 10
Perfection of Yogas, 5 Renunciation

| Through Wisdoms).

I find a chair at the end of the bar

| near the back of the club, which is

dominated by a huge “half-pipe”™—a
skateboard ramp, about eight feet
high and twenty wide, shaped like a
flattened U. Here virtuosos of the
board perpetually rise and fall and
rise again, atthe apex hanging far out
over the lip of the law of gravity. Here
they pause impossibly long, pitched
up on one axle, before falling back
into the pipe, or sweep laterally across
the ramp edge, or spin around with
the board in the air as if glued to their
feet—spinning sometimes forward
and sometimes backward, now and
then grinding the axle of their board
on the edge.

Vraja Kisora joins me, and we try
to talk about his study of Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura’s Madhurya-
kadambini. But the rumbling of the
skateboards and the crashing of the
band tries conversation. Vraja Kisora
goes off to preach. I reinsert my ear
plugs and chant on my beads. Once in
a while a kid comes up to say hello
and ask a question. The perennial
favorite: “How do I explain Krsna
consciousness to my parents?”

When [ first confronted that
question twenty some years ago,
parents all seemed mysterious and
formidable beings, but now the
parents are my age or younger, and
considerably demystified. We are
often familiar to them, too. Brian tells
me that the first time his father came



Ken Salerno

into his room and saw Brian’s posters
and altar, he said: “Oh, you're into

Krsna, huh? Well, I was into that once.

You'll get over it!” I hope not, Brian
says. He feels sorry for his parents.
Twenty-five years ago Krsna con-
sciousness first spread in America
through a network of youth who were

| particularly open to its message—

“hippies” to the outsiders, “freaks” to
the in. Now history’s repeating itself,
with variations. Here is another youth-
ful social protest movement, originally
called “straightedge,” that was itself
part of the broader movement called
“punk” by outsiders, “hardcore” by

the in. While the 60s counterculture
was ideologically fairly united, the
punk counterculture was unified only
by rage at established society, and
allegiance to a certain style of music.
Otherwise, hardcore has ranged from
neo-Nazi skinheads on the right to gay-
liberation groups on the left. The
various parties are given to
viciously assailing one another
in print through the huge
numbers of periodicals called
“fanzines” (the heavy, blunt
language being part of the
hardcore style) and sometimes
physically in clubs.

As near as I can find out, the
straightedge scene was born in
the Washington, D.C., area in
the early 80s. Somehow or other,
a group of kids formed an
allegiance to a credo that vehe-
mently rejected all intoxicants
as well as indiscriminate and
casual sex. I don’t know the
immediate impetus for this com-
mitment. They were not driven
by any religion. Were they
simply rebelling against the
practices of their parents—
members, after all, of the 60s
generation? In any case, a band
named Minor Threat announced
their credo in a song called
“Straightedge,” giving the scene
its now somewhat dated name.
The straightedge kids adopted
as their symbol a large black X,
frequently drawn on the back
of the hand. This was taken
from the sign stamped there
at club entrances if you're
underage and can’t be served
liquor.

Straightedge died down in
D.C., but a following of eight
or ten kids sprang up in New
York. Among them was Ray
Cappo. whose band Youth of
Today, formed in 1985, revived
straightedge (its first song sold
50,000 copies) and added vege-
tarianism to the creed. Members
of two New York hardcore

“So many people teach! So many people preach!
And make a claim to authority!
But I've seen their lives! They compromise!
So why should they be teaching me?”
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bands, Cro Mags and Antidote,
had already become interested
in Krsna consciousness, and
they got Ray and some friends
involved. Now, as Raghu-
natha Dasa, he heads Shelter



Raghunatha rushes on stage,
crouches with his back to the pit, and then spinning
around and jumping up, launches into
“Quest for Certainty” and launches himself
straight out over the heads of the crowd.

as well as Equal Vision Records, both
based in the Philadelphia temple.
Vraja KiSora, originally Shelter’s lead
guitarist, is starting a second band
called 108. Now their fans have
gathered this December night at this
club in Reading, a dying industrial
town fifty-five miles northwest of
Philadelphia.

As the headline band, Shelter
comes up last, a little after 11:00 PM.
I go up to the stage—the safest
place to watch the show—and take up

station on the left, just behind the
bass guitarist, Bhakta Chris, and the
four-and-a-half-foot-tall speaker he
will blast through. The players set up
their instruments and start tuning,
already rattling the boards. Jake
Hain, the club’s owner, springs up
onto the stage and starts darting
about, hooking up and testing mikes.
Even Ekendra’s drums, just to my
right, get miked.

[ give Jake a tap on the shoulder.
He turns around and grins and puts
out his hand. “Haribol! Haribol!
Good to see you here! This is going to
be a great show!” Jake is a big Shelter
fan. He likes their message. “There’s a
lot who say but don’t live it,” he tells
me after the show. “Shelter’s differ-
ent. They practice what they preach.”
A 43-year-old sound engineer, Jake
has worked a lot with young people.
I saw all the kids after fourteen go
another route: we'd lose 'em to
drugs.” Wanting to help them, he
opened the Unisound club four years
ago. The club rules: “no drugs, no
alcohol, no prejudice.” Jake also
knocked on 4,000 doors and got
elected to the Reading Board of
Education, about which he now has
many horror stories to tell. When his

term expires he’s planning to run for
city council. But right now he’s
running around setting up the mikes
for Shelter and is clearly up for the
occasion. Earlier in the day, Bhakta
Jason had answered the Equal Vision
phone at the temple. Jake was asking
him to bring up some vegetarian

cookbooks. He had made up his mind.

he said.

Chris says to me. “We're going 1o
have a kirtana before we play—you
wanna lead?”

“On stage?”

“We better check with Raghu-
natha.” A bunch of us head back
stage, where Raghunatha is standing
by himself, concentrating, gathering
psychic energy for the show. He
radiates intensity. After some discus-
sion we decide the kirtana will be in
the pit—"just like we did in Eu-
rope”—and Ekendra and I will lead
together, for volume. “Let’s start
heavy and stay that way.” I say.
“Great,” says Ekendra. Jake keeps
running in and out. Tony is frantically
making copies of the set list for the
band members, who are disagreeing
about whether they're ready to play
one of the songs. Jake runs in and
pops a cassette into a machine:
Prabhupada singing Gurvastakam

| booms out in the club.

I take the drum; cymbals are
distributed; we're ready. Suddenly
Jake jumps on stage and grabs a mike.

| “Before we start,” he announces to

the crowded pit, ” I just want to tell
everybody—I want all of you here to
know—that Kathy and I have decided
we're not gonna eat meat anymore.”
Wild cheers and applause. “We’ve
been thinking about it, but finally
something happened. I was driving
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| behind a truck that was hauling baby

pigs to the slaughterhouse in Lan-
caster. And the pigs were happy! |
mean, their pink noses were all
sticking out in a row through the slats,
and they were just enjoying the air,
and they were happy! They didn’t

| know they were going to be slaugh-

tered. They just thought they were
going for a nice ride. And that was it!

| I made up my mind! No more meat!”

Cheers again.

Then we're running across the
stage and down into the crowded
pit—Chris, Porcell. Raghunatha.
Norm, Ekendra—all the band
members and a host of other devo-
tees—and we rip into the kirtana,
Ekendra and I in the middle, every-
one else tearing around in a circle. It
starts intense and gets more intense.
Ten minutes later when it’s over, I'm
hoarse, my arms ache, and my hands
feel like fielder’s mitts. I'm too
decrepit for this scene, for sure.

We're on stage again, and the pit’s

| packed tight. The rest of the club—

| the tables, even the half-pipe

looks

| abandoned. Porcell on lead guitar
| lays down a gradually building pulse,

and then Raghunatha rushes on stage,
crouches with his back to the pit, and
then spinning around and jumping
up, launches into “Quest for Cer-
tainty” and launches himself straight
out over the heads of the crowd.
Raghunatha, the crowd, the band
have all erupted simultaneously in an

| awesome crash of sound and motion.

| Curled in fetal position and screaming
| into the mike, Raghunatha is passed

| along over the heads of the audience

| and dumped back on stage. He

springs back up. leaps into the air,
spins around, leaps, spins, and his foot



topples Ekendra’s drum set. As Jason
and Vic scramble to set the drums
back up, Ekendra doesn’t miss a
beat.

The crowd is flooding onto the
stage, and one after another fans dive
from the stage into the writhing pit
and are passed along overhead by
many hands. Everyone is leaping,
jumping, diving, slamming into one
another, and all the while screaming
at the top of their lungs. What they
are screaming is the lyrics to “Quest
for Certainty,” right along with
Raghunatha. “So many people teach!
So many people preach!” everyone is

screaming together, “And make a
claim to authority! But I've seen their
lives! They compromise! So why
should they be teaching me!”

Under the raging storm of guitars
and drums the words are nearly

and everybody has studied them,
thought about them, memorized
them. What we’re seeing here is not
an audience being entertained but
something more vital and profound—
the enactment of a living rite that
gathers everyone in, the forging of a
bond centered on the ritual affirma-
tion of a message. Everyone’s chant-
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ing together: “College! Money!
Family! Will these things set us free?
Make up your mind! Soon you'll be
dead! The world’s like a dream! It's

| not what it seems! You think it’s solid!
| But it fades instead!”
inaudible, but the words are the point, |

The whole thing looks wild and
dangerous. The crush, the squeeze, in
the pit looks life-threatening. So do
the bodies hurtling about, limbs
flailing the air. But the beat of the
music infuses a kind of order into the
melee, making it look like a choreo-
graphed riot. The slamming of body
into body, the physical roughness of it,

| itself creates solidarity, the rough-

housing typical of activities of male
bonding. And indeed the scene is
intensely masculine; there are no girls
to be seen in the rough and tumble of
the pit. It makes me think about what
Camille Paglia says about transcen-
dence being normally a male project.
The chant builds up: “If there was a
place where you didn't lie! Cry! Die!
Would you come with me? It's my
quest! My quest for certainty!”

The song crashes to a stop. Raghu-
natha is covered in sweat, and strips
off his top layer of shirt. The whole
band in fact is soaked. Jake rushes
back on stage and starts repairing the
damage to mikes and cords. “Hey.”
Raghunatha says to the cooling-down

| crowd, “how many people think it’s

great that Jake's becoming a vegetar-
1an?"” Cheers and whistles. Someone
shouts from the pit: “How many
people believe it?” Jake grabs a mike:
“Hey, you know I always keep my
word! I've never let anyone down!”
More cheers. Raghunatha: “That’s

| true! That’s true!”

And then the band and crowd
explode into “The News,” another
anthem for the youth of America:
“Been caught up so long! In all of
life’s hype! [ haven't had time to see!
That beneath the disguise! The real
self lies! Which needs a soul-satisfying
activity!” Veins bulge in his neck and
forehead as Raghunatha leads the
kids through the song. He leans out
over the pit, puts the mike before one
chanter and then another, as all the
young faces, smooth and unmarked,
scream out together: “Beneath the
smiles, profiles and styles! Lies
individuality! No more immense

(please turn to page 57)






FORBIDDEN
ARCHEOLOGY

ISKCON researchers have compiled evidence supporting
the Vedic picture of the age of the human species.

by Michael Cremo (Drutakarma Dasa)

Modern science tells us that anatomically mod-
ern man has been around for only about 100,000
vears. The Vedic writings say he has been here

a lot longer. Now a book from the Bhakti-
vedanta Institute takes a new look at the scien-
tific evidence. That evidence, says the book, has
been fudged.

The authors are Michael Cremo (Druta-
karma Dasa) and Richard L. Thompson
(Sadapiita Dasa), both regular contributors to
BTG, and Stephen Bernath (Madhavendra Puri
Dasa). Their book uncovers a startling picture
not only of what the evidence is and what it
means but also of how science reached its story.

We present here, in condensed form, the
Introduction.

N 1979, RESEARCHERS at Laetoli, Tanza-
nia, in East Africa discovered footprints in
deposits of volcanic ash more than 3.6
million years old. The prints were indistinguish-
able from those of modern human beings, said
Mary Leakey and other scientists. To them
this meant only that 3.6 million years ago our
human ancestors had remarkably modern
feet.

But other scientists disagreed. One such
scientist was R. H. Tuttle, a physical anthro-
pologist at the University of Chicago. Fossil
bones show, he said, that the known human
beings back then—the australopithecines—had
feet that were distinctly apelike. So the Laetoli
prints don’t fit. In the March 1990 issue of
Natural History Tuttle confessed. “We are left

with somewhat of a mystery.”

It seems permissible, therefore, to consider
a possibility neither Tuttle nor Leakey men-
tioned—that creatures with modern human
bodies to match their modern human feet lived
in East Africa some 3.6 million years ago. Per-
haps, as suggested in the illustration on the
opposite page, they coexisted with more ape-
like creatures.

As intriguing as this possibility may be,
current ideas about human evolution forbid it.
Knowledgeable persons will warn against
suggesting that anatomically modern human
beings existed millions of years ago. The evi-
dence of the Laetoli footprints is too slim.

But there is further evidence. Over the past
few decades, scientists in Africa have uncov-
ered fossil bones—apparently millions of years
old—that look remarkably human.

At Kanapoi, Kenya, in 1965, Bryan Patter-
son and W. W. Howells found a surprisingly
modern humerus (upper arm bone). Scientists
judged it more than 4 million years old. Henry
M. McHenry and Robert S. Corruccini of the
University of California said the Kanapoi
humerus was “barely distinguishable” from
that of modern man.

Then there is the ER 1481 femur—a thigh-
bone found in 1972 in Lake Turkana, Kenya.
Scientists normally assign it an age of about
2 million years and say it belonged to the pre-
human Homo habilis. But Richard Leakey
said the femur matches those of modern
humans. And since the femur was found by
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itself, one cannot rule out the possibility
that the rest of the skeleton was also
anatomically modern.

In 1913 at Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania,
the German scientist Hans Reck found
acomplete human skeleton—anatomi-
cally modern—in strata more than 1
million years old. The find has inspired
decades of controversy.

Here again, some will caution us not
to set a few isolated and controversial
examples against the overwhelming
amountofclearevidence. Thatevidence
shows how modern humans came on
the scene: In Africa (and, some say. in
other parts of the world) they evolved
from more apelike creatures fairly re-
cently—about 100,000 years ago.

But it turns out that the Laetoli foot-
prints, the Kanapoi humerus, and the
ER 1481 femur do not exhaust our
stock of unusual finds. Over the past

Carved shell from the Late Pliocene Red
Crag formation, England,

Without even

lookingat this older

body of evidence, some will assume
there must be something wrong with
it. Scientists must have properly dis-
posed of it long ago. and for very
good reasons. But Richard and I have
looked deeply into that possibility. We
have found that the quality of the con-
troversial evidence is no better or worse
than the supposedly noncontroversial.

Drastic Revision Needed

Before us, one of the last authors to
discuss the kind of reports found in
Forbidden Archeology was Marcellin
Boule. In his book Fossil Men (1957).
Boule gave the reports a decidedly nega-
tive review. But when we looked into
the original reports, we found poor
grounds for Boule'’s extreme skepticism.
In Forbidden Archeology, we give pri-
mary source material that will let you
form your own opinion about the evi-
dence Boule dismissed. We also intro-
duce a great many cases that Boule
neglected to mention.

From the evidence we have gathered
we conclude, sometimes in language
devoid of ritual tentativeness, that the
now dominant assumptions about hu-
man origins need drastic revision. We
also find that a process of “knowledge
filtration™ has left current scientific
workers with a radically thinned-out
collection of facts.

We expect that many such workers
will take Forbidden Archeology as an
invitation to productive discourse on
(1) the nature and treatment of evi-
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dence about human origins and (2) the
conclusions to which that evidence most
reasonably leads.

The Knowledge Filter

As we begin Part [ of Forbidden
Archeology, we survey the history and
current state of scientific ideas about
human evolution. Mainly we are con-
cerned with a double standard in how
evidence is treated.

We identify two main bodies of
evidence. The first (A) is controversial
evidence that points to the existence of
anatomically modern humansin the un-
comfortably distant past. The second
(B) is evidence that can be taken to

Pointedimplement from below the Red Crag.
This specimen is over 2.5 million years old.

support the now dominant view that
modern humans evolved, in Africa and
perhapselsewhere, fairly recently, about
100,000 years ago.

After detailed study, we find that if
the same standards for judging evidence
are applied equally to A and B, we must
either accept both A and B or reject
them both. If we accept them both, we
have evidence placing anatomically
modern human beings millions of years
in the past, coexisting with more ape-
like hominids. If we reject them both,
we deprive ourselves of the evidential
grounds for saying anything at all about
human origins and antiquity.

Historically, many scientists once ac-
cepted the evidence in category A. But
a more influential group of scientists
applied standards of evidence more
strictly to A than to B. So A was re-
jected and B preserved. This differing
application of standards setupa “knowl-
edge filter” that obscures the real pic-
ture of human origins and antiquity.

In the main body of Part [ (Chapters



2-6), we look closely at the vast amount
of evidence that runs against current
ideas on human evolution. We tell in
detail how this evidence has been sup-
pressed, ignored, or forgotten. even
though it is as good in quality (and
quantity) as the evidence for currently
accepted views. When we speak of sup-
pression of evidence, we are not refer-
ring to a satanic plot by scientific
conspirators benton deceiving the pub-
lic. Instead, we are talking about an
ongoing social process of knowledge
filtration. Certain categories of evidence
simply disappear.

Crude Human Artifacts

Chapter 2 deals with anomalously
old bones and shells showing cut marks
and signs of intentional breakage. To
this day, scientists regard bones and
shells as an important category of evi-
dence,and many archeological sites are
valued for this kind of evidence alone.

In the decades after Darwin intro-
duced his theory, many scientists dis-
covered incised and broken animal
bones and shells suggesting that tool-
using humans or near-humans lived in
the Pliocene Era (2 to 5 million years
ago). the Miocene (5 to 25 million years
ago).andevenearlier. In analyzing these
cut and broken bones and shells, the
discoverers carefully weighed and ruled
out alternative explanations—such as

geological pressure or the work of ani- |

mals—before concluding that humans
were responsible.

A striking example is a shell with a
crude yet recognizably human face
carved on its outer surface. The shell
was reported by geologist H. Stopes to
the British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science in 1881. According to
standard views, humans capable of the
artistry the shell displays did not arrive
in Europe until 30.000 or 40.000 years
ago. And even in their African home-
land they are not supposed to have
shown up until some 100,000 years ago.
Yet the shell came from the Pliocene
Red Crag formation in England, a for-
mation considered more than 2 million
years old.

Concerning evidence of the kind
reported by Stopes, anthropologist
Armand de Quatrefages wrote in his
book Hommes Fossiles et Honunes Sau-
vages (1884): “The objections made
to the existence of man in the Pliocene

and Miocene seem habitually more
related to theoretical considerations
than to direct observation.™

Dawn Stones

The most rudimentary stone tools,
the eoliths (“dawn stones™). are the
subjectof Chapter 3. These implements.
found in unexpectedly old geological
contexts, inspired protracted debate in

gist, found coliths on the Kent Plateau
in southeastern England. Geological
evidence suggests that these eoliths
were made in the Middle or Late Plio-
cene, about 2 to 4 million ago. Among
the supporters of Harrison’s eoliths
were Sir John Prestwich, one of Eng-
land’s most eminent geologists; Ray
E. Lankester, a director of the British
Museum (Natural History); and Alfred

Left: Dorsal and ventral views of a stone tool recovered in Portugal from a Tertiary forma-
tion, over 2 million years old. Right: An accepted stone tool, less than 100,000 vears old, from
the Mousterian cultural stage of the European Late Pleistocene. Both implements clearly
display the following features of intentional human work: (1) striking platforms, (2) eraillures,
(3) bulbs of percussion, and (4) parallel flake removal.

the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.

For some. eoliths were not always
easily recognizable as tools. Eoliths are
not symmetrical implements. Rather,
they are natural stone flakes with an
edge chipped to make them suitable for
a particular task, such as scraping. cut-
ting, or chopping. Often. the working
edge bears signs of use.

Critics said eoliths resulted from
natural forces, like tumbling in stream
beds. But defenders of eoliths coun-
tered that natural forces could not have
made one-way chipping on just one side
of a working edge.

In the late nineteenth century, Ben-
jamin Harrison, an amateur archeolo-

These implements from the Kent Chalk Pla-
teau were characterized as paleoliths by Sir
John Prestwich. Prestwich called the one on
the left, from Bower Lane, “a roughly made
implement of the spearhead type.”
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Russell Wallace, co-founder with Dar-
win of the natural-selection theory of
evolution.

Although Harrison found most of
hiseoliths insurface deposits of Pliocene
gravel. he also found many below ground
level. He also found more advanced
stone tools (paleoliths). Again, geologi-
cal evidence suggests that these were of
similar Pliocene antiquity.

In the early part of the twentieth
century.J. Reid Moir found eoliths (and
more advanced stone tools) in England’s
Red Crag formation. Moir was a fellow
of the Royal Anthropological Institute
and president of the Prehistoric Society
of East Anglia. The strata in which he
found the tools are dated at 2 to 2.5
million years old. Moir found some of
the tools in the detritus beds beneath
the Red Crag. This indicates that they
could have been made from 2.5 to 55
million years ago.

Moir’s finds won support from a most
vocal critic of eoliths, Henri Breuil,
then regarded as a preeminent author-
ity on stone tools. Another supporter
was paleontologist Henry Fairfield
Osborn, of the American Museum of
Natural History in New York. In 1923,
an international commission of scien-
tists journeyed to England to investi-
gate Moir’s main discoveries. The



An eolith from the Kent Plateau.

commission pronounced them genuine.

But in 1939, A. S. Barnes published
an influential paper in which he ana- |
lyzed the angle of flaking on Moir’s
eoliths. Barnes claimed his method
could tell between human handiwork
and flaking from natural causes. On this
basis, he dismissed all the eoliths he
studied, including Moir’s, as products of
natural forces. Since then, scientistshave |
used Barnes’s method to deny the hu-
man manufacture of many other stone
tools. But in recent years, stone-tool |
authorities have disputed Barnes’s
method and its blanket use. This sug-
gests that the European eoliths need to
be looked at again.

Significantly, early stone tools from |
Africa, such as those from the lower |
levels of Olduvai Gorge, appear identi-
cal to the rejected European eoliths.
Yet the scientific community accepts
the Olduvai tools without question.

Quartzite bifaces from the lower glacial till
(Level V) at Sheguiandah. Geologist John
Sanford (1971) argued these tools were at
least 65,000 years old.

Those tools, of course, fall within, and
help support, the conventional places
and times for human evolution.

But other eoliths of unexpected an-

| tiquity runinto strong opposition. Here

is another example. In the 1950s, at
Calico in southern California, Louis
Leakey foundstone toolsinstrata dated
more than 200,000 years old. According
tostandard views, humans did not enter
such sub-Arctic regions of the New
World until about 12,000 years ago. So
mainstream scientists responded to
Calico predictably: the objects found
there were natural products or not re-
ally 200,000 years old, they said. But
there the strataare, still dated at 200,000
years. And though most of the Calico
implements are crude, some, including
a beaked graver, are more advanced.
They look for all the world like genuine
human artifacts.

More Recognizable Tools

At Aurillac, France, scientists also
found crude paleoliths, apparently of
Miocene age. And at Boncelles, Bel-
gium, A. Rutot uncovered a large col-
lection of paleoliths in Oligocene strata
(25 to 38 million years old).

Implements of Modern Man
In Chapter 5 we examine advanced
stone implements found in unexpect-

| edly old geological contexts. Given
| current estimates of what Homo erec-
| tus or Homo habilis could do, the tools

In Chapter 4 we look at a category of |
implements we call “crude paleoliths.” |

In eoliths, chipping is confined to the
working edge of a naturally broken
stone. But the makers of crude pale-
oliths deliberately struck flakes from

| stone cores and then shaped the flakes

(and sometimes the cores) into more
recognizable tools.

Among the crude paleoliths we look
at are the tools found in the late nine-

teenth century by Carlos Ribeiro, head |
| of the Geological Survey of Portugal. |

Ribeiro found these tools in Miocene
strata, 5 to 25 million years old. At an
international conference of archeolo-
gistsand anthropologists held in Lisbon,
a committee of scientists investigated
one of the sites where Ribeiro had found
these implements. One scientist from
the conference then found a stone tool

even more advanced than the better of |

Ribeiro’s specimens. It matched ac-

| cepted Late Pleistocene tools, yet it was

firmly embedded in a Miocene conglom-

erate, in circumstances confirming its

Miocene antiquity.

Crude paleoliths were also found in
Miocene formations at Thenay, France.
S. Laing, an English science writer,
noted: “On the whole, the evidence for
these Miocene implements seems to be
very conclusive, and the objections to
them have hardly any other ground than
the reluctance to admit the great antiq-
uity of man.”
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| discussed in Chapters 3 and 4 could

conceivably be their work. But the
implements of Chapter 5 are certainly
the work of anatomically modern
humans.

Florentino Ameghino, a respected
Argentine paleontologist, found stone
tools, broken mammal bones, a human
vertebra, and signs of fire in a Pliocene
formation at Monte Hermoso, Argen-
tina, in 1887. He made numerous simi-

Left: A flint implement from an Early Mi-
ocene formation at Thenay, France. Right:
Anacceptedimplement from the lower middle
part of Bed I, Olduvai Gorge, Africa. The
lower edges of both specimens show roughly
parallel flake scars, satisfying the require-
ments of L. Patterson (1983) for recognition
as objects of human manufacture.

lar discoveries, attracting the eyes of
scientists around the world.

In 1912, Ales Hrdlicka, of the Smith-
sonian Institution, published a lengthy
but not very reasonable attack on Ame-
ghino’s work. Hrdlicka asserted that all
of Ameghino’s finds were from recent
Indian settlements.

Inresponse, Carlos Ameghino, Flor-
entino’s brother, carried out new inves-
tigations at Miramar, south of Buenos
Aires. There he found a series of stone
implements, including bolas, and signs
of fire. A commission of geologists con-

| firmed the position of the implements

in the Chapadmalalan formation, which
modern geologists say is 3 to 5 million
years old. Carlos also found at Miramar



a stone arrowhead firmly lodged in the
femur of a Pliocene species of Toxodon,
an extinct South American mammal.

Ethnographer Eric Boman disputed
Carlos Ameghino’s finds but also unin-
tentionally helped confirm them. In
1920, Carlos Ameghino’s collector, Lor-
enzo Parodi, found a stone implement
in the Pliocene seaside barranca (cliff)
at Miramar and left it in place. Boman
was one of several scientists Ameghino
invited to witness the implement’s ex-
traction. After the implement (a bola
stone) was photographed and removed,
another discovery was made.

“At my direction,” wrote Boman,
“Parodi continued to attack the bar-
ranca with a pick at the same point
where the bola stone was discovered,
when suddenly and unexpectedly, there
appeared a second stone ball. . . . It is
more like a grinding stone than a bola.”
Boman found yet another implement
200 yards away. Confounded, Boman
could only hint in his written report that
the implements had been planted by
Parodi. While this might conceivably
have been true of the first implement, it
is hard to explain the other two in this
way. In any case, Boman produced no
evidence at all that Parodi, a long-time
employee of the Buenos Aires Museum
of Natural History, had ever behaved
fraudulently.

Arrowheads and bolas, the kinds
of implements found by Carlos Ameg-
hino at Miramar, are usually considered
the work of modern man, Homo sapi-
ens sapiens. The Miramar finds, there-
fore, taken at face value, show the
presence of anatomically modern man
in South America over 3 million years
ago. Interesting? In 1921 M. A. Vignati
discovered in the same Late Pliocene
formation the fossil of a jaw fragment,
fully human.

If You Can’t Bear the Evidence, Kill It |

In the early 1950s, Thomas E. Lee of

These stone bolas were extracted from the
Late Pliocene Chapadmalalan formation at
Miramar, Argentina, in the presence of eth-
nographer Eric Boman.

Stone tools found at Hueyatlaco, Mexico, a
site dated at abour 250,000 years by a team
from the United States Geological Survey.

the National Museum of Canada found
advanced stone tools in glacial deposits
at Sheguiandah, on Manitoulin Island
innorthern Lake Huron. GeologistJohn
Sanford of Wayne State University pro-
posed that the oldest of these She-
guiandah tools were atleast 65.000 years
old and might be as much as 125,000.
For those adhering to standard views
on North American prehistory, such
ages were unacceptable.

Thomas E. Lee tells what happened
next: “The site’s discoverer [Lee] was
hounded from his Civil Service position
into prolonged unemployment; publi-
cation outlets were cut off; the evidence
was misrepresented by several promi-
nent authors . . . ; the tons of artifacts
vanished into storage bins of the Na-
tional Museum of Canada; for refusing

Hueyatlaco are not thought to have
come into existence until some 100,000
years ago, in Africa.

Virginia Steen-Mclntyre had a hard
time getting her dating study on Huey-
atlaco published. “The problem as I
see it is much bigger than Hueyatlaco,”
she wrote to Estella Leopold, associate
editor of Quaternary Research. *“It con-
cerns the manipulation of scientific
thought through the suppression of
‘Enigmatic Data,’ data that challenges
the prevailing mode of thinking. Huey-
atlaco certainly does that! Not being
an anthropologist, I didn’t realize the
full significance of our dates back in
1973, nor how deeply woven into our
thought the current theory of human
evolution has become. Our work at
Hueyatlaco has been rejected by most
archaeologists because it contradicts
that theory, period.”

Such patterns of data suppression
have a long history. In 1880, J. D.
Whitney, the state geologist of Califor-
nia, published a lengthy review of ad-

| vanced stone tools found in California

to fire the discoverer, the Director of |

the National Museum, who had pro- |

posed having a monograph on the site
published, was himself fired and driven
into exile; official positions of prestige
and power were exercised in an effort to
gain control over just six Sheguiandah
specimens that had not gone under

cover; and the site has been turned into .

a tourist resort. . . . Sheguiandah would
have forced embarrassing admissions
that the Brahmins did not know every-
thing. It would have forced the rewrit-
ing of almost every book in the business.
It had to be killed. It was killed.”

In the 1960s, anthropologists uncov-
ered advanced stone tools at Hueyat-
laco, Mexico. Geologist Virginia Steen-
Mclntyre and other members of a team
from the U.S. Geological Survey ob-
tained for the site’s implement-bearing
layers an age of about 250,000 years.
This challenges the whole standard pic-
ture of human origins. Men capable of

making the kind of tools found at |
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gold mines. The implements included
spear points and stone mortars and
pestles. They were found deep in mine
shafts, beneath thick undisturbed lay-
ersof lava, in formations that geologists
now say are from 9 million to more than
55 million years old. The finds, Whitney
wrote, pointed to the existence of hu-
man beings in North America in very
ancient times.

This mortar and pestle were found by J. H.
Neale, who removed them from a mine tun-
nel penetrating Tertiary deposits (33-35
million vears old) under Table Mountain,
Tuolumne County, California.



W. H. Holmes of the Smithsonian
Institution, one of the most vocal
nineteenth-century critics of the Cali-
forniafinds, responded: “Perhapsif Pro-
fessor Whitney had fully appreciated
the story of human evolution as it is
understood today, he would have hesi-
tated to announce the conclusions for-
mulated, notwithstanding the imposing
array of [supporting] testimony with
which he was confronted.” In other
words, if facts disagree with the favored
theory, then those facts, even an impos-
ing array of them, must be discarded.

Skeletons that Cause Problems

In Chapter 6 we review discoveries
of anomalously old skeletal remains,
anatomically modern human. Perhaps
the most interesting case comes from
Castenedolo, Italy. There in the 1880s,
G. Ragazzoni, a geologist, found fossil
bones of several Homo sapiens sapiens
in layers of Pliocene sediment 3 to 4
million years old. Critics typically re-
spond that the bones must have been
placed into those Pliocene layers by
fairly recent human burial. But Ragaz-
zoni, alert to this possibility, had care-
fully inspected the overlying layers. He
had found them undisturbed, with ab-
solutely no sign of burial.

Modern scientists have used radio-
metric and chemical tests to attach re-
cent ages to the Castenedolo bones and
other anomalously old human skeletal
remains. But these tests can be quite un-
reliable. The carbon 14 test is especially

A beaked graver . . . a stone tool from Cal-
ico in southern California, dated at about
200,000 vears.

This toxodonthighbone (femur), withastone
projectile point embedded in it, was discov-
ered in a Pliocene formation at Miramar,
Argentina.

shaky when applied to bones (such as
those from Castenedolo) that have lain
in museums for decades. Such bones
are exposed to contamination that could
make the test yield abnormally young
dates. To remove such contamination
requires rigorous purification tech-
niques. Scientists failed to use those
techniques when, in 1969, they tested
some Castenedolo bones and found an
age of less than a thousand years.

tion has been going on for well over a
century, and it continues right up to the
present day.

Java Man

In Part 11 of Forbidden Archeology,
we survey the body of accepted evi-
dence generally used to support the
now-dominant ideas about human evo-
lution.

Chapter 7 focuses on the discovery
of Pithecanthropus erectus by Eugene
DuboisinJava during the last decade of
the nineteenth century. Historically, the

| Java man discovery marks a turning

Although the carbon 14 date for the

Castenedolo material is suspect, it must |

| still be considered relevant evidence.

But it should be weighed with the other |

evidence, including the original strati- |

graphic observations of Ragazzoni, a
professional geologist. In this case, the
stratigraphic evidence appears more
persuasive.

Opposition on theoretical grounds

| to a human presence in the Pliocene is

not new. Speaking of the Castenedolo
finds and others of similar antiquity, the
Italian scientist G. Sergi wrote in 1884:

“Bymeans of adespoticscientific preju- |

ery of human remains in the Pliocene
has been discredited.”
A good example of such prejudice is

| providedbyR. A.S. Macalister. In 1921,
| in a textbook on archeology, he wrote:

“The acceptance of a Pliocene date for
the Castenedolo skeletons would cre-
ate so many insoluble problems that we
can hardly hesitate in choosing between
the alternatives of adopting or rejecting
their authenticity.”

This supports the main point we are
making in Forbidden Archeology: the
scientific community has a knowledge
filter that screens out unwelcome evi-
dence. This process of knowledge filtra-
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point. Until then, there was no clear
picture of human evolution to be up-
held and defended. So a good number
of scientists, most of them evolutionists,
were actively considering the evidence
thatanatomically modern humans lived
in the Pliocene and earlier. But with the
discovery of Java man, now classified as
Homo erectus, the long-awaited miss-
ing link turned up in the Middle Pleis-
tocene, only 800,000 years ago. As Java
man won acceptance, the evidence for a

This anatomically modern human skull was
foundin 1880, at Castenedolo, Italy. Thestra-
twum from which it was taken is assigned to the
Astian stage of the Pliocene. According to
modern authorities the Astian belongs 1o the

el b onn il e o tliceor Middle Pliocene, which would give the skull
. al ¥ . B 3

| an age of 3—4 million years.

human presence in more ancient times
slid into disrepute.

This evidence was not conclusively
tossed out. Instead, scientists stopped
talking and writing about it. It didn’t fit
with the idea that apelike Java man was
a genuine human ancestor.

Interestingly enough, modern re-

| searchers have reinterpreted the origi-

nal Java man fossils. The famous bones
reported by Dubois were a skullcap and
femur. Though they were found more
than 45 feet apart, in a deposit filled
with bones of many other species,



Dubois said they belonged to the same
individual. But in 1973, M. H. Day and
T. I. Molleson determined that the fe-
mur found by Dubois is different from
other Homo erectus femurs and in fact
matches anatomically modern human
femurs. This led Day and Molleson to
propose that the femur was not con-
nected with the Java man skull.

Pithecanthropus skullcap discovered by Eu-
gene Dubois in 1891 in Java.

As far as we can see, this means we
now have an anatomically modern hu-
man femur and a Homo erectus skull in
a Middle Pleistocene layer considered
800,000 years old. This gives further
evidence that anatomically modern hu-
mans coexisted with more apelike crea-
tures in unexpectedly remote times.
According to standard views, anatomi-
cally modern man arose just 100,000
years ago in Africa. Of course, one can
always propose that the modern human
femursomehow got buried recently into
the Middle Pleistocene beds. But the
same could also be said of the skull.

In Chapter 7 we consider the many
discoveries of Java Homo erectus re-
ported by G. H. R. von Koenigswald
and other researchers. Almost all these
bones were surface finds, their true age
doubtful. Nevertheless, scientists have
assigned them Middle and Early Pleis-
tocene dates obtained by the potassium-
argon method. The potassium-argon
method is used to date layers of volca-
nic rock, not bones. Because the Java
Homo erectus fossils were found on the
surface and not below intact volcanic
layers, assigning them potassium-argon
dates is misleading.

The Piltdown Hoax

The subject of Chapter 8 is the infa-
mous Piltdown hoax. Early in this cen-
tury, Charles Dawson, an amateur
collector, found pieces of a human skull
near Piltdown, England. Scientists such

as Sir Arthur Smith Woodward of the |

British Museum and Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin later took part with Dawson in
excavations that uncovered an apelike

|
| Thighbone found by Eugene Dubois at Trinil, ‘

jaw, along with several mammalian fos- |
sils of appropriate antiquity. Dawson

and Woodward, believing that the hu- |
manlike skull and apelike jaw came from |
a human ancestor in the Early Pleisto- |
cene or Late Pliocene, announced their |
discovery to the scientific world. For the |
next four decades, Piltdown man was

accepted as genuine and was integrated

into the human evolutionary lineage. |

In the 1950s,J. S. Weiner, K. P. Oakley, i
and other British scientists exposed Pilt- |
downman as an exceedingly clever hoax,
carried out by someone with great sci- |
entificexpertise. Some blamed Dawson,
Teilhard de Chardin, or Sir Arthur Smith
Woodward. Others have accused Sir
Grafton Eliot Smith, a famous anato-
mist; William Sollas of the geology de-
partment at Cambridge; and Sir Arthur
Keith of the Hunterian Museum of the
Royal College of Surgeons.

J. S. Weiner himself noted: “Behind
it all we sense, therefore, a strong and
impelling motive. . . . There could have
been a mad desire to assist the doctrine
of human evolution by furnishing the
‘requisite’ ‘missing link.” ”

Piltdown shows that in addition to
the general process of knowledge filtra-
tion in paleoanthropology, there are
instances of deliberate fraud. |

Finally, there is substantial, though |
not incontrovertible, evidence that the
Piltdown skull, at least, was a genuine
fossil. The Piltdown gravels in which it
was found are now thought to be 75,000
to 125,000 years old. An anatomically
modern human skull of this age in En- |
gland would be considered anomalous. |

Evidence from China

Chapter 9 takes usto China. There in
1929 Davidson Black reported the dis-
covery at Zhoukoudian (formerly Chou-
koutien) of the Peking man fossils. These |
specimens of Peking man, now classi- |
fied as Homo erectus, were lost to sci-
ence during the Second World War.

In addition to Peking man, many

Java. Dubois attributed it to Pithecanthropus
erectus.
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more hominid finds have been made in
China. The dating of these hominids is
problematic. They occur at sites along

| with fossils of mammals broadly typical
| of the Pleistocene. In reading various

reports, we noticed that to date these
sites more precisely, scientists routinely
used the morphology of the human
remains.

Forexample, at Tongzi, South China,
Homo sapiens fossils were found with
fossils of mammals. Paleontologist Qiu

| Zhonglang said: “The fauna suggests a

Middle-Upper Pleistocene range, but
the archeological [i.e.,human]evidence
is consistent with an Upper Pleistocene
age.” Therefore, using what we call mor-
phological dating, Qiu assigned the site

Restoration of the Piltdown skull and jaw by
Dawson and Woodward.

to the Upper Pleistocene—and the hu-
man fossils with it. But our review of the
Tongzi faunal evidence shows species
of mammals that became extinet thou-
sands of years earlier, at the end of the
Middle Pleistocene. This indicates that
the Tongzi site, and the human fossils,
are at least 100,000 years old. Addi-
tional faunal evidence suggests a maxi-
mum age of about 600,000 years.

The practice of morphological dat-
ing distorts the fossil record. In effect,
scientists simply arrange human fossils
to fit a favored evolutionary sequence,
setting the evidence of other species
aside. If one goes by the true probable
date ranges for the Chinese hominids,
one finds that various grades of Homo
erectus and early Homo sapiens may
have coexisted with anatomically mod-

| ern man in the middle Middle Pleis-

tocene, during the time of Peking man.

Extinct Men Still Alive?
In Chapter 10 we consider the



possible coexistence of primitive homi-
nids and anatomically modern humans
not only in the distant past but in the
present. Over the past century, scien-
tists have gathered evidence suggesting
that humanlike creatures resembling

supposedly extinct ancestral species of

man are living in various wilderness
areas of the world. In North America
these creatures are known as Sasquatch.
In Central Asia they are called Almas.
In Africa. China, Southeast Asia, Cen-
tral America. and South America, they
are known by other names. Some re-

physicians have reported seeing live
wildmen, dead wildmen, and footprints.
Theyhave also catalogued thousands of
reports from historical records and from
ordinary people who say they have seen
wildmen.

Myra Shackley. a Britishanthropolo-
gist, wrote to us: “Opinions vary, but [
guess the commonest would be that
there is indeed sufficient evidence to
suggest at least the possibility of the
existence of various unclassified man-
like creatures. but that in the present
state of our knowledge it is impossible

plicated by misquotes, hoaxing, and lu-
natic fringe activities. but a surprising
number of hard-core anthropologists
seem to be of the opinion that the mat-
ter is very worthwhile investigating.”

Australopithecus

Chapter 11 takes us to Africa. We
describe in detail the cases mentioned
in the first part of this introduction
(Recksskeleton, the Laetoli footprints,
and so on). These provide evidence for
anatomically modern humans in the
Early Pleistocene and Late Pliocene.

We also examine the status of
(please turn to page 52)

to comment on their significance in any
more detail. The position is further com-

searchers use the general term “wild-
men” toinclude them all. Scientists and
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Where Do
The Fallen Souls
Fall From?

On learning that the material world is not our real home,
we naturally wonder, “How did we get here?”

by Jayadvaita Swami

Krsna says, “Once you attain to that

| spiritual world, you never fall.” So
how then could we have fallen from
there to begin with?

Some have tried to work around
this problem by suggesting a differ-
ent idea: We fell not from Krsna's
personal abode but from the brahma-
jvoti, the effulgent light that sur-
rounds it. As stated in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, yogis who seek the
impersonal aspect of the Supreme
may merge into that effulgent light—
only to fall back later to the material
world. Perhaps, then, we originally
fell from the brahmajyoti.

Srila Prabhupada rejected this
idea. Those in the brahmajyori, he
wrote, are not Krsna conscious, so
they too are fallen. “So there is no
question of falling down from a
fallen condition. When fall takes
place, it means falling down from the
non-fallen condition.”

HEN WE HEAR that we live Well, then, since we're called
in this material world because = “eternally conditioned,” eternally
we are “fallen souls.™ it's illusioned, perhaps we've never
natural for us to ask, *Where have we really fallen at all—we've just always
fallen from?” : been down.
Srila Prabhupada says that as living That idea, too. Srila Prabhupada
souls we are all originally Krsna con- rejected. “Eternally conditioned.” he

scious. But what does that mean? Were | explained, simply means that we’ve
we all originally with Krsna in the spiri- | been down so long that when we fell
tual world? And if so, how could we 1s no longer possible to know.

ever have fallen? In Bhagavad-gita Lord Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, three

BACK TO GODHEAD

33



Ultimately, Srila Prabhupada would stress,
puzzling over when we fell or where we fell from
won’t solve our problem. “The conclusion is that whatever
may be our past, let us come to Krsna consciousness
and immediately join Krsna.”

generations before Srila Prabhupadain
the line of spiritual teachers, put it this
way: “Please avoid the misleading ques-
tion ‘When were these jivas [living be-
ings| created and enthralled?” The
Mayik time has no existence in spiritual
history, because it has its commence-
ment after the enthrallment of jivas,
and you cannot, therefore, employ
Mayik chronology in matterslike these.™

“The Relationship Is Eternal”

Here, then, is how Srila Prabhupada
described our original state and the way
we fall and leave it.

“Constitutionally.” he said in one
letter, “every living entity, even if he is
in the Vaikunthaloka [the personal spiri-
tual abode of the Lord], has a chance of
falling down. Therefore the living en-
tity 1s called marginal energy.”

“Usually,” he explained, “anyone
who has developed his relationship with
Krsna does not fall down in any circum-
stance, but because the independence is
always there, the soul may fall down

cess of hearing the holy name of Krsna,
and then the devotee engages himselfin
the service of the Lord which is his
original or constitutional position. The
relationship of the living entity with
Krsna is eternal, as both Krsna and the
living entity are eternal; the process is
one of revival only, nothing new.”

In still another letter, Srila Prabhu- |

pada restated this in yet another way:
“We are all originally situated on the

| platform of Krsna consciousness in our

eternal personal relationship of love of

| Krsna. But due to forgetfulness we be-

from any position or any relationship |

by misuse of his independence.”

In another letter, Srila Prabhupada
gave further insights. “We are always
with Krsna. Where is Krsna not pres-
ent?” But “when we forget this fact we
are far, far away from Him. In the I$o-
panisad it is clearly stated, tad diire tad
v antike: ‘He 1s very far away, but He is
very near as well.” (ISopanisad, Mantra
Five). So this forgetfulness is our
falldown. It can take place at any mo-
ment, and we can counteract this for-
getfulness immediately by rising to the
platform of Krsna consciousness.™

Our relationship with Krsnais never
lost, Srila Prabhupadasaid. “Simply it is
forgotten by the influence of maya. Soiit
may be regained or revived by the pro-

come familiar with the material world,
or maya.” But when we chant the Hare
Krsna mantra sincerely and without of-
fense, our original Krsna consciousness
is at once revived. “So naturally every-
thing about Krsna is originally known
to us all, and as soon as we begin to
associate with the devotees of the Lord
and chant His holy name, this memory
gradually becomes stronger as we re-
member our constitutional position of
alwaysserving Krsnain different ways.”

Our separation from Krsna, Srila |

where we fell from won't solve our prob-
lem. *“The conclusion is that whatever
may be our past, let us come to Krsna
consciousness and immediately join
Krsna.”

Again: “One should know he is in
conditioned life and try to cure it. . . .
Forgetfulness of Krsnais the disease, so
let us keep ourselves always in Krsna

| consciousness and get out of the dis-

Prabhupada taught, is like a dream. We |
dream, “I am this body,” and we dream |

of happiness in material relationships.
This dreaming condition is our non-
liberated state. But although this state
of dreaming may seem to last for life-
times, as soon as we become Krsna
conscious we awaken, and the dream at
once disappears. “After millions and
millions of years of keeping oneselfaway
from the /ila [pastimes] of the Lord,
when one comes to Krsna conscious-
ness this period becomes insignificant,
like dreaming.”

Don’t Figure It Out—Ger Out
Ultimately, Srila Prabhupada would

| stress, puzzling over when we fell or
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ease. That is healthy life.”

Still again: “Rather than taking ac-
count of how things happened that [we]
came here, our best occupation is to get
out of the scene by constantly chanting
Hare Krsna and being engaged in the
transcendental service of Lord Krsna.”

The advice is clear enough. But still
the intellect hangs on, trying to figure
out what can’t be figured out. So we
delve into books to find out what was
taught by other great acaryas (spiritual
teachers) of the past. And what do we
find? Different teachers—all Krsnacon-
scious—seem toexpress different views.
So then what? We take sides with one
view or another, or simply become con-
fused. Our mental circuits start to burn
out.

Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Tha-
kura, therefore gave this advice. We
should avoid, he said, “vain empirical
wranglings.” which he called “false and
full of specious verbosity.” He reminds
us, “What the unalloyed devotee of the
Supreme Lord says is all true and is
independent of any consideration of
unwholesome pros and cons.”

When such pure devotees disagree,
he says, there is “the element of mys-
tery in their verbal controversies.” And
“those whose judgmentis made of mun-
dane stuff” can’t “enter into the spirit of

(please turn to page 54)
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THE PATH

F

THE ETERNAL

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness

Lord Kapiladeva, an incarnation of the Supreme Lord,
descended to teach Sankyva philosophy, which analyzes the
material world and culminates in pure devotional service to
the Lord. As the Stimad-Bhagavatam continues, Devahiiti,
the mother of Lord Kapiladeva, asks Him about the means
to achieve liberation from material attachment.

THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 25
11 d @ WE W I
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tam tva gataham saranarm saranyari
sva-bhrtva-samsara-taroh kutharam

namami sad-dharma-vidarm varistham

tam—that person; rva—unto You; gata—have gone; aham
—I: saranam—shelter; saranyam—worth taking shelter of:
sva-bhrtya—for Your dependents; samsara—of material

—with the desire to know; aham—I; prakrteh—of matter
(woman); parusasya—of spirit (man); namami—1I offer
obeisances: sat-dharma—of the eternal occupation; vidam
—of the knowers; varistham—unto the greatest.

Devahuti continued: I have taken shelter of Your lotus
feet because You are the only person of whom to take
shelter. You are the ax which can cut the tree of material

existence. I therefore offer my obeisances unto You, who
are the greatest of all transcendentalists, and I inquire
from You as to the relationship between man and woman
and between spirit and matter.

| PURPORT: Sankhya philosophy, as is well known, deals

with prakrti and purusa. Purusa is the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead or anyone who imitates the Supreme Per-

| sonality of Godhead as an enjoyer, and prakrti means
| “nature.” In this material world, material nature is being

exploited by the purusas, or the living entities. The intri-
cacies in the material world of the relationship of the
prakrti and purusa, or the enjoyed and the enjoyer, is
called sariisara, or material entanglement. Devahuti
wanted to cut the tree of material entanglement, and she
found the suitable weapon in Kapila Muni. The tree of
material existence is explained in the Fifteenth Chapter of
Bhagavad-gita as an asvattha tree whose root is upwards
and whose branches are downwards. It is recommended
there that one has to cut the root of this material existen-
tial tree with the ax of detachment. What is the attach-
ment? The attachment involves prakrti and purusa. The
living entities are trying to lord it over material nature.
Since the conditioned soul takes material nature to be the
object of his enjoyment and he takes the position of the

| enjoyer, he is therefore called purusa.

Devahuti questioned Kapila Muni, for she knew that
only He could cut her attachment to this material world.
The living entities, in the guises of men and women, are
trying to enjoy the material energy; therefore in one sense
evervone is purusa because purusa means “enjoyer” and
prakrti means “enjoyed.” In this material world both the
so-called man and so-called woman are imitating the real

| purusa; the Supreme Personality of Godhead is actually
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S REMAD: B HA G ACVEALT A M

the enjoyer in the transcendental sense, whereas all others
are prakrti. The living entities are considered prakrii. In
Bhagavad-gita, matter is analyzed as apara, or inferior
nature, whereas beyond this inferior nature there is anoth-
er, superior nature—the living entities. Living entities are
also prakrti, or enjoyed, but under the spell of maya, the
living entities are falsely trying to take the position of en-
joyers. That is the cause of samisara-bandha, or conditional
life. Devahuti wanted to get out of conditional life and
place herself in full surrender. The Lord is saranya, which
means “the only worthy personality to whom one can fully
surrender,” because He is full of all opulences. If anyone
actually wants relief, the best course is to surrender unto
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord is also
described here as sad-dharma-vidam varistham. This indi-
cates that of all transcendental occupations the best
occupation is eternal loving service unto the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Dharma is sometimes translated
as “religion,” but that is not exactly the meaning. Dharma
actually means “that which one cannot give up,” “that
which is inseparable from oneself.” The warmth of fire is
inseparable from fire; therefore warmth is called the
dharma, or nature, of fire. Similarly, sad-dharma means
“eternal occupation.” That eternal occupation is engage-
ment in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. The
purpose of Kapiladeva’s Sankhya philosophy is to propa-
gate pure, uncontaminated devotional service, and
therefore He is addressed here as the most important
personality amongst those who know the transcendental
occupation of the living entity.
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maitreya uvaca
iti sva-matur niravadyam ipsitar
nisamya pumsam apavarga-vardhanam
dhiyabhinandyatmavatam satam gatir
babhasa isat-smita-sobhitananah

maitreyah uvaca—Maitreya said; iti—thus; sva-matuh—of
His mother; niravadyam—uncontaminated; ipsiram—
desire; nisamya—after hearing; pumsam—of people;
apavarga—cessation of bodily existence; vardhanam—

increasing; dhiya—mentally; abhinandya—having thanked;

atma-vatam—interested in self-realization; satam—of the
transcendentalists; gatih—the path; babhase—He ex-
plained; isat—slightly: smita—smiling; Sobhita—beautiful;
ananah—His face.

Maitreya said: After hearing of His mother’s uncontami-
nated desire for transcendental realization, the Lord

thanked her within Himself for her questions, and thus,
His face smiling, He explained the path of the transcen-
dentalists, who are interested in self-realization.

PURPORT: Devahiti has surrendered her confession of
material entanglement and her desire to gain release. Her
questions to Lord Kapila are very interesting for persons
who are actually trying to get liberation from material
entanglement and attain the perfectional stage of human
life. Unless one is interested in understanding his spiritual
life, or his constitutional position, and unless he also feels
inconvenience in material existence, his human form of life
is spoiled. One who does not care for these transcendental
necessities of life and simply engages like an animal in
eating, sleeping, fearing, and mating has spoiled his life.
Lord Kapila was very much satisfied by His mother’s
questions because the answers stimulate one’s desire for
liberation from the conditional life of material existence.
Such questions are called apavarga-vardhanam. Those who
have actual spiritual interest are called sat, or devotees.
Satam prasangdt. Sat means “that which eternally exists,”
and asat means “that which is not eternal.” Unless one is
situated on the spiritual platform, he is not sat; he is asat.

| The asat stands on a platform which will not exist, but

anyone who stands on the spiritual platform will exist
eternally. As spirit soul, everyone exists eternally, but the
asat has accepted the material world as his shelter, and
therefore he is full of anxiety. Asad-grahan, the incompat-
ible situation of the spirit soul who has the false idea of
enjoying matter, is the cause of the soul’s being asat.
Actually, the spirit soul is not asat. As soon as one is
conscious of this fact and takes to Krsna consciousness, he
becomes sat. Satam gatih, the path of the eternal, is very
interesting to persons who are after liberation, and His
Lordship Kapila began to speak about that path.

CIEUEIEC
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sri-bhagavan uvaca
yoga adhyatmikah pumsari
mato nihsreyasaya me
atyantoparatir yatra
duhkhasya ca sukhasya ca

sri-bhagavan uvaca—the Personality of Godhead said;
yogah—the yoga system; adhyatmikah—relating to the
soul; pumsam—of living entities; matah—is approved;
nihsreyasaya—Tfor the ultimate benefit; me—by Me;
atyanta—complete; uparatih—detachment; yatra—where;
duhkhasya—Ifrom distress; ca—and; sukhasya—{from
happiness; ca—and.

The Personality of Godhead answered: The yoga system
which relates to the Lord and the individual soul, which is
meant for the ultimate benefit of the living entity, and
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which causes detachment from all happiness and distress in
the material world, is the highest yoga system.

PURPORT: In the material world, everyone is trying to get
some material happiness, but as soon as we get some
material happiness, there is also material distress. In the
material world one cannot have unadulterated happiness.
Any kind of happiness one has is contaminated by distress
also. For example, if we want to drink milk then we have
to bother to maintain a cow and keep her fit to supply
milk. Drinking milk is very nice; it is also pleasure. But for
the sake of drinking milk one has to accept so much
trouble. The yoga system, as here stated by the Lord, is
meant to end all material happiness and material distress.
The best yoga, as taught in Bhagavad-gita by Krsna, is
bhakti-yoga. It is also mentioned in the Gita that one
should try to be tolerant and not be disturbed by material
happiness or distress. Of course, one may say that he is not
disturbed by material happiness, but he does not know
that just after one enjoys so-called material happiness,
material distress will follow. This is the law of the material
world. Lord Kapila states that the yoga system is the
science of the spirit. One practices yoga in order to attain
perfection on the spiritual platform. There is no question
of material happiness or distress. It is transcendental. Lord
Kapila will eventually explain how it is transcendental, but
the preliminary introduction is given here.

14 3w § TEofq A [ |
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tam imarm te pravaksyami
yam avocam puranaghe

rsinam srotu-kamanar
yogam sarvanga-naipunan

tam imam—that very; te—to you; pravaksyami—I shall
explain; yam—which; avocam—I explained; pura—
formerly; anaghe—O pious mother; rsinam—to the sages;
srotu-kamanam—eager to hear; yogam—yoga system;
sarva-anga—in all respects; naipunam—serviceable and
practical.

O most pious mother, I shall now explain unto you the
ancient yoga system, which I explained formerly to the
great sages. It is serviceable and practical in every way.

PURPORT: The Lord does not manufacture a new system
of yoga. Sometimes it is claimed that someone has become
an incarnation of God and is expounding a new theological
aspect of the Absolute Truth. But here we find that
although Kapila Muni is the Lord Himself and is capable
of manufacturing a new doctrine for His mother, He never-

theless says, “I shall just explain the ancient system which I |

once explained to the great sages because they were also
anxious to hear about it.” When we have a superexcellent

process already present in Vedic scriptures, there is no
need to concoct a new system, to mislead the innocent
public. At present it has become a fashion to reject the
standard system and present something bogus in the name
of a newly invented process of yoga.
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cetah khalv asya bandhdaya
muktaye catmano matam

gunesu saktam bandhaya
ratarm va pumsi muktaye

cetah—consciousness; khalu—indeed; asya—of him; ban-
dhaya—for bondage; muktaye—for liberation; ca—and;
atmanah—of the living entity; matam—is considered;
gunesu—in the three modes of nature; sakiam—attracted;
bandhaya—for conditional life; ratam—attached; va—or;
pumnisi—in the Supreme Personality of Godhead; muktaye
—for liberation.

The stage in which the consciousness of the living entity is
attracted by the three modes of material nature is called
conditional life. But when that same consciousness is
attached to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one is
situated in the consciousness of liberation.

PURPORT: There is a distinction here between Krsna
consciousness and maya consciousness. Gunesu, or mayd
consciousness, involves attachment to the three material
modes of nature, under which one works sometimes in

| goodness and knowledge, sometimes in passion, and

sometimes in ignorance. These different qualitative
activities, with the central attachment for material enjoy-
ment, are the cause of one’s conditional life. When the
same cetah, or consciousness, is transferred to the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. Krsna, or when one
becomes Krsna conscious, he is on the path of liberation.
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aham mamabhimanotthaih
kama-lobhadibhir malaih

vitam yada manah suddham
aduhkham asukharm samam

aham—I; mama—mine; abhimana—{rom the misconcep-

| tion; utthaih—produced; kama—Iust; lobha—greed;

adibhih—and so on; malaih—ftrom the impurities; viram—
treed; yada—when; manah—the mind; suddham—pure;
aduhkham—without distress; asukham—without happi-

| ness: samam—equipoised.
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When one is completely cleansed of the impurities of lust
and greed produced from the false identification of the
body as “I"” and bodily possessions as “mine,” one’s mind
becomes purified. In that pure state he transcends the
stage of so-called material happiness and distress.

PURPORT: Kama and lobha are the symptoms of material
existence. Everyone always desires to possess something.
It is said here that desire and greed are the products of
false identification of oneself with the body. When one
becomes free from this contamination, then his mind and
consciousness also become [reed and attain their original
state. Mind, consciousness, and the living entity exist.
Whenever we speak of the living entity, this includes the
mind and consciousness.The difference between condi-
tional life and liberated life occurs when we purify the
mind and the consciousness. When they are purified, one
becomes transcendental to material happiness and distress.
[n the beginning Lord Kapila has said that perfect yoga
enables one to transcend the platform of material distress
and happiness. How this can be done is explained here:
one has to purify his mind and consciousness. This can be
done by the bhakti-yoga system. As explained in the
Narada-paricardatra, one’s mind and senses should be puri-
fied (tat-paratvena nirmalam). One’s senses must be
engaged in devotional service to the Lord. That is the
process. The mind must have some engagement. One
cannot make the mind vacant. Of course there are some
foolish attempts to try to make the mind vacant or void,
but that is not possible. The only process that will purify
the mind is to engage it in Krsna. The mind must be
engaged. If we engage our mind in Krsna, naturally the
consciousness becomes fully purified, and there is no
chance of the entrance of material desire and greed.
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tada purusa atmanar
kevalam prakrteh param

nirantaram svayam-jyotir
animanam akhanditam

tada—then: purusah—the individual soul; asmanam—
himself: kevalam—pure; prakrteh param—transcendental
to material existence; nirantaram—nondifferent; svayam-
jvotih—self-effulgent; animanam—infinitesimal; akhandi-
tam—not fragmented.

At that time the soul can see himself to be transcendental
to material existence and always self-effulgent, never frag-
mented, although very minute in size.

PURPORT: In the state of pure consciousness, or Krsna
consciousness. one can see himself as a minute particle

nondifferent from the Supreme Lord. As stated in the
Bhagavad-gita, the jiva, or the individual soul, is eternally
part and parcel of the Supreme Lord. Just as the sun’s rays
are minute particles of the brilliant constitution of the sun,
so a living entity is a minute particle of the Supreme Spirit.
The individual soul and the Supreme Lord are not sepa-
rated as in material differentiation. The individual soul is
a particle from the very beginning. One should not think
that because the individual soul is a particle, it is frag-
mented from the whole spirit. Mayavada philosophy enun-
ciates that the whole spirit exists, but a part of it, which is
called the jiva, is entrapped by illusion. This philosophy.
however, is unacceptable because spirit cannot be divided
like a fragment of matter. That part, the jiva, is eternally a
part. As long as the Supreme Spirit exists. His part and
parcel also exists. As long as the sun exists, the molecules
of the sun’s rays also exist.

The jiva particle is estimated in the Vedic literature to
be one ten-thousandth the size of the upper portion of a
hair. It is therefore infinitesimal. The Supreme Spirit is
infinite, but the living entity, or the individual soul, is
infinitesimal, although it is not different in quality from the
Supreme Spirit. Two words in this verse are to be particu-
larly noted. One is nirantaram, which means “nondiffer-
ent,” or “of the same quality.” The individual soul is also
expressed here as animanam. Animanam means “infinitesi-
mal.” The Supreme Spirit is all-pervading, but the very
small spirit is the individual soul. Akhanditarm means not
exactly “fragmented” but “constitutionally always infini-
tesimal.” No one can separate the molecular parts of the
sunshine from the sun, but at the same time the molecular
part of the sunshine is not as expansive as the sun itself.
Similarly, the living entity. by his constitutional position. is
qualitatively the same as the Supreme Spirit, but he is

| infinitesimal.
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jAaana-vairagya-yuktena
bhakti-yuktena catmand

paripasyary udasinam
prakrtin ca hataujasam

JjRana—knowledge: vairagva—renunciation; yuktena—

equipped with: bhakti—devotional service; viktena—
equipped with: ca—and; arnmana—Dby the mind: paripas-
yati—one sees: udasinam—indifferent: prakrtim—material
existence; ca—and; hata-ojasam—reduced in strength.

In that position of self-realization, by practice of knowl-
edge and renunciation in devotional service, one sees
everything in the right perspective; he becomes indifferent
to material existence, and the material influence acts less
powerfully upon him.

(continued in the next issue)
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HERE'S A Krsna conscious
project you might like to
support or get involved in.

PROJECT
faisnava Institute for Higher Educa-
tion (VIHE)

HEADQUARTERS
Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Vrndavana,
India

PROJECT LEADERS
Bhirijana Dasa. Dhanurdhara Swami.
Braja Bihari Dasa

GOALS

To help devotees fulfill the pl.frpose
for which Srila Prabhupada wanted
them to visit Sri Vrndavana Dhama:
to study his books in the association of
senior devotees. Srila Prabhupada
once wrote that his dream was for
students to stay in Vrndavana, be
trained nicely, and be sent to spread
Krsna consciousness all over the
world.

To give senior devotees a chance to
share their expertise.

To give senior devotees a forum in

which to develop their teaching skills
and scriptural knowledge.

To provide a setting in which
spiritual masters can instruct their
disciples in Vaisnava literature and
practical devotional service.

To establish the VIHE as a uni-
versity where devotees, while living in
Sri Vrndavana Dhama, can get deep
and thorough knowledge of Srila
Prabhupada’s books and develop skills
for serving Lord Krsna in arts such as
cooking. writing, and playing musical
instruments.

DETAILS

The VIHE started in the month of
Kartika (October—-November) in 1987.
Twenty-four students attended the
first one-month semester. Since then,
at least 750 students have taken part
in more than 80 courses. The Institute
now offers one-month courses twice

a year, during Kartika and in Febru-
ary, before Gaura Parnima, the
appearance day of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Each semester com-
bines detailed courses on Srila
Prabhupada’s books with courses on
such topics as teaching, cooking,
music. and counseling.

Muralivadaka Dasa, head of the Vaishnava Academy in Alachua, Florida, teaches a VIHE
course on advancing from the neophyte (o the intermediate stage of Krsna consciousness.
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The VIHE also offers the Preacher
Training/Bhakti Sastri course, which
this year will run from July 15 to
December 1. The Preacher Training
course prepares students for the
Bhakti Sastri degree through courses
in Sri ISopanisad, Bhagavad -glta As
It Is, The Nectar of Instruction, and
The Nectar of Devotion. Candidates
must favor renunciation, possess
brahminical tendencies, and be strict
in their spiritual practices.

The VIHE also offers a course in
classical Gaudiya Vaisnava music. The
two-month course teaches traditional
ragas used by spiritual masters in the
line of Lord Caitanya. The course
instructor, Nand Lal, one of the fore-
most authorities in this field, taught
for two years at Harvard University.

Finally, the VIHE offers a three-
month course to train gurukula
teachers.

OBSTACLES

Shortage of classrooms and living
quarters: Students attending VIHE
courses often have Lo stay in asramas
outside the Krishna-Balaram temple
complex. Because ISKCON's gov-
erning body has asked ISKCON
Vrndavana to develop educational
programs, the VIHE hopes to set up a
campus near the Krishna-Balaram
temple.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Come to Vrndavana and attend the
VIHE.

Help set up similar seminars
around the world.

Once the VIHE's goals for expan-
sion are precisely defined, contribute
to building a universityin Vrndavana.

For more information, please
contact:

Braja Bihari Dasa
Krishna-Balaram Mandir
Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg
Raman Reti, Vrindaban
Mathura Dist., U.P.. India



ON PILGRIMAGE
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KAROLI

Town of Natural Devotion

The all-attractive beauty of Sri Madana Mohana has won

the hearts of the people in this remote desert town.

e o

by Bhakti Vikasa Swami
photos by Maha-Visnu Dasa

AROLI, A SMALL TOWN in the

harsh, hilly desert of eastern

Rajasthan, is the home of Sri
Madana Mohana, the Deity of Krsna
worshiped by Srila Sanatana Gosvami,
one of the chief disciples of Lord Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu (Krsna appearing
as His own devotee five hundred years
ago). Lord Caitanya sent Sanatana to
Vrndavana to find the places of Krsna’s
pastimes, which had been lost in the
nearly fifty centuries since Krsna had

appeared and sported there. About 150 |

years after Sanatana discovered and

| worshiped Madana Mohana in Vrnda-
vana, the Deity was brought to Karoli.
[See “How Madana Mohana Came to
Karoli,” page 44|

Like the original Madana Mohana
temple in Vrndavana, the temple in
Karoliis high on a hill and is built of red
sandstone. During our visit I could see
that much devotion goes into maintain-
ing the temple, which has a big court-
yard and three silver doors for the three
altars. On the central altar is Madana
Mohana, with His chief consort, Radha-
| rani, to His left and Lalita Devi, one of
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Local
devotees
sing
devotional
songs for the
pleasure of
the Lord
(right and
below).

Radharani’schiefassociates, to Hisright.
On the altar to Madana Mohana’s right
stands Gopalaji (Krsna) with Radha
and Lalita. The kings of Karoli wor-
shiped these Deities about a hundred
years before Madana Mohana came
here.

Many of the residents of Karoli come

daily to see their beloved Madana.
Mohana. The Deities are dressed with

special beauty in the evening, when the
Lord wears magnificent turbans typical
of the Rajasthani people.

The atmosphere of the town is devo-
tional and happy. The people here don’t
seem to have big material ambitions.
They live simply and come to the tem-

| ple morning and evening to have the

blessed audience of Madana Mohana,
whose name means “one whose beauty
attracts even Cupid”™— who attracts
everyone else.

As the curtains open to reveal the
Deities, Their devotees glorify Them
by calling out Their names. The cer-
emonies of worship take place.and then
the water offered to the Deities is thrown
toward the audience. An old woman in
front of me calls out “Jaya!” (*All glo-
ries!™) as she captures some of the wa-
ter in her upraised hand and puts it on
her head. After the arati, tulasi leaves
from the Lord’s garland are distributed.
Because more than a hundred people
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Vis:tmg Karoh

KAROLI IS NOT ON the regular tourist
circuit. Usually only people from the
town and surrounding areas go there.
So getting to Karoli and staying in Kar-
oli are both a little difficult. If you plan
to visit, be prepared for plenty of basic
living.

A convenient way to get to Karoli is
to catch a train that runs from Bombay
to Mathura or Delhi. If you get a train
that stops at Gangapur City early in the
morning, you can visit Karoli and in the

afternoon go on to Mathura from

Hindaun, the next major station north.
From the east, you can get to Karoli by
taking a train from Mathura to Hindaun,
about a three-hour journey.

Cateh a bus from the train station in

INDIA

Hlndaun or Gangapur to the Karoli bus

stand, at the edge of the city. about two
- kilometers from the temple. There are

no rikshas in Karoli, so you'll have to
walk to the temple.

~ Next to the temple are two dharma-
shalas, hostels for pilgrims. One has no
water; the other has water—and that’s
about it. I don’t recommended them for
families or for pe0p]e who can't toler-

~ate no-frills l;vmg There are other

dharmas_halas a little farther from the
temple, but their facilities are only a
little better.

There are nohotelsin Karoli, and the

‘only guest house is on the grounds of the

king’s palace, atwo-kilometer walk from
the temple.

Vrindavan ¢ Mathira
RAJASTHAN UTTAR
* Jaipur PRADESH
Hindaun e
Gangapur ® & KAROLI
MADHYA
PRADESH

- Mohana.
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How Madana Mohana Came to Karoli

SANATANA GOSVAMI knew that Lord
Krsna's great-grandson, King Vajra-
nabha, had installed many Deities of
Krsna in Vrndavana, including one
named Madana Mohana (“the enchanter
of Cupid™). Sanatana was eager to find
this Deity. and after he had looked for
the Deity for a long time without suc-
cess, his mind was disturbed.

Being a highly advanced devotee of
Kisna, Sanatana didnotlike tosleep. He
would chant Hare Krsna day and night.
Sometimes he would doze a little while
chanting. Once. in a dream, he saw sit-
ting next to him a beautiful effulgent
child with a peacock feather on His head
and a flute in His hand. The child said,
“(0 Baba, I am staying in the house of
Diamodara Chobe in Mathura. He calls
Me Madanya. Come to his house and
meet Me there.”

The next day, Sanatana went to the
house of Damodara Chobe and asked
for alms. When Damodara’s wife went
away from the door, Sanatana sneaked
into the courtyard, and there he saw the
Deity. He called out, “I've gotten the
Lord of my life,” and he wept with great
happiness. After receiving alms, he left,
intent on getting Madana Mohana from
the house.

Krsna appeared to Sanatana and ad-
vised him to return to the house of
Damodara Chobe and his wife to give
medical treatment to their sixth child.
“And when they offer you a gift in ex-
change for yourservices.” the Lord said,
“vou should accept nothing but Me,
Damodara’s Deity.”

That night, while Damodara was
away. hissixthson fell seriouslyill. Damo-
dara’s wife was anxious for her child,
and—forsome reason unknown to her—
she was also anxious for the Deity. She
passed the night without sleep.

In the morning she found Sanatana
Gosvami chanting outside her door.
Since it was common in those days for
saintly persons to know about curing

diseases, she happily brought him inside °

and asked him to help her son. Sanatana
agreed. and after a few days of treat-
ment, the boy recovered.

Damodara’s wife offered Sanatana a
gift. “I only want your Deity,” he said.

She was surprised at his request and
didn’t want to give the Krsna Deity, es-
pecially when her husband was away
from home. Looking at the old, thin
body of Sanatana Gosvami.she thought,

“Anyway. he could never lift the Deity.”

She said, “All right. if you can carry
away the Deity, you can take Him.”

Sanatana joyfully lifted the Deity as
if He were a small child. Sanatana felt
the heavy stone Deity to be almost
weightless.

The surprised woman thought, “Oh,
now Krsna is going away with the right
person to worship Him with full love
and devotion.”

Sanatana Gosvamibrought Madana
Mohana to Vrndavana. Sanatana had
no temple, however. so he was a little
worried about where to keep the Deity.
He would ask Madana Mohana, “Where
would You like live?” He decided to
place Madana Mohana on the bank of
the Yamuna River at Praskandana
Ghata, onahillknown as Dvadasaditya-
tila, near the place where Krsna had
subdued the serpent Kaliya.

Sanitana built asmall hut on the hill,
and after making a throne out of earth,
he established Madana Mohana there.

When Damodara Chobe returned
home, he was furious at his wife. He
rushed to Vrndavana in search of Sana-
tana. Damodara found Sanatana and
demanded. “Give me my Madanya.”

Sanatana agreed to give back the
Deity on the same condition that he'd
been allowed to take Him: “If you can
lift Him. you can take Him."

Damodara Chobe tried with all his
might, but couldn’t lift the Deity even
slightly. Then, although he had to leave
the Deity. he felt happy knowing that
Sanatana must be very dear to the Lord.

Sanatana told him, *Your family can
be the priests from generation to gener-
ationin the service of Madana Mohana.”

Because Sanatana was a mendicant,
he couldn’t offer opulent food to the
Deity. He would get wheat flour by beg-
ging and prepare bari—balls of wheat
flour and water cooked by setting them
next to anopen fire. Sanatana was offer-
ing them to the Lord without salt.

Madana Mohana suggested to Sana-
tanain a dream. “I'm a little tired of just
taking this bati. Can’t you at least give
Me some salt?”

“You have already given me my ser-
vice.” Sanatanareplied. “Now You want
me to get salt. Next You'll want many
more things. How can [ prepare all these
dishes for You? I'm just an old man.”

(In explaining this elevated loving
exchange between the Lord and His
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devotee, Srila Prabhupada says that
Sanatana was reminding Madana Mo-
hana that as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
He had ordered Sanatana to write many
books and recover the holy places in
Vrndavana.)

The next day a ship full of salt ran
aground in the Yamuna River near the
place where Sanatana was worshiping
Madana Mohana. Sanatana advised the
owner of the salt to pray to Madana Mo-
hana for help. After the merchant did
50, a voice from the sky declared, “Go
and see that your ship is again floating.”

The merchant made a good profit
selling the salt, and in 158081 he built a
beautiful temple for Madana Mohana.

For more than 150 years Madana
Mohanawasworshipedin Vrndavana—
until Aurangzeb began destroying
temples there. In 1748, on the request of
King Jai Singh of Jaipur, the Deities of
Madana Mohana, Govindadeva, and
Gopinatha were brought from Vrnda-

rana to Jaipur for Their safety.

Later, Madana Mohana wanted to
return to Vraja (the greater Vrndavana
area). So He appeared in a dream to the
king of Karoli, Maharaja Gopal Singh
(Jai Singh’s brother-in-law). “Take Me
to Karoli.,” Madana Mohana ordered.
The king had already been desiring to
worship Madana Mohana, and after get-
ting the order from the Lord. he became
determinedtodoso. Buttotake Madana
Mohana from Jai Singh wouldn't be easy;
JaiSingh was also very much attached to
the Deity.

Maharaja Gopal Singh traveled from
Karoli to Jaipur and asked Jai Singh to
partwith Madana Mohana. But Jai Singh
was doubtful about Gopal Singh’s story.
So Jai Singh gave a condition, *You can
take Madana Mohana if you can choose
Him: I'll put youin aroomwith the three
Deities Govinda, Gopinatha, and Ma-
dana Mohana, and you will be blind-
folded. If you can tell which Deity is
Madana Mohana, you can take Him.”

At night, his eyes covered, Gopal
Singh was brought to the room where
the Deities were kept. He walked straight
to Madana Mohana and grasped His
lotus feet.

With all honor and affection, King
Jai Singh then offered Madana Mohana
to Gopala Singh. who brought the Deity
to Karoli on an ornate palanquin and
installed Him in a temple on a promi-
nent hill in the center of town.



are crowding about, the leaves are given
to a few, who then pass them out to
everyone else. Most of the regular visi-
tors to the temple are from Karoli, so
they know one another, and the mood is
like that of a family gathering.

Each day the Deities receive eight
food offerings and eight aratis. The
priests worship the Deities by following
the rituals set by Sanatana Gosvami in
his Hari Bhakti Vilasa. At midday the
priests offer the Lord fifty-four dishes.

At stalls, pilgrims can buy maha-
prasadam, food that has been offered to
the Deities. You'll find varieties of
sweets, including malpura, kaja, and
delicious sweet samosas. Most of the

items offered to the Deities are sweet.
In the town also, asin Vrndavana, you'll
find many sweet shops. It seems the
people here like sweets a lot. (I guess
this could be due to the scarcity of veg-
etables—so hard to grow in this rugged
terrain.)

“You can see in Karoli that the touch
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s movement
makes everything joyful and happy. The
devotion of the people is quite sponta-
neous, open-hearted, and hearty. About
three hundred people attend the
mangala-arati, at 4:30 A.M. During the
arati, two priests play gongs while visi-
tors sing or recite prayers. After the
mangala-arati, the curtains in front of
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A local pandita
studying scripture
in the temple
compound (left)
pauses (o greet
Madana Mohana's

- visiting Western

devotees. Below, a
devotee offers
respect to the
sacred Tulasi tree,
always present in
Krsna's temples.




The present king
of Karoli (above)
poses in traditional
Rajasthani dress.
Madana Mohana's
cooks show the
rewards of their
devotional labor—
the maha-
prasadam of Sri
Madana Mohana.

The Result of Worshiping Madana Mohana

GAUDIYA VAISNAVAS, the followers
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, divide
the path of progress in spiritual life into
three broad categories: sambandha,
abhidheya, and prayojana. Sambandha
means to reestablish one’s relationship
with Krsna. abhidheya means to act in
that relationship, and prayejana means
to attain full realization of that rela-
tionship and taste the fruits of love of
Godhead.

In the stage of sambandha, Gaudiya
Vaisnavas worship Madana Mohana. He
helps us reestablish our long-lost and
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dearly desired relationship with Krsna
by drawing our attraction to Him and
away from the allurements of this mate-
rial world. The name “Madana Mohana”
means “one who enchants even Cupid.”
Cupid is the demigod of lust, or material
desire, especially sexual desire, which
enchants everyone in the material world.
To fix up our relationship with Krsna,
we must rid ourselves of lust. Madana
Mohana helps us overcome our hanker-
ing for temporary bodily relationships
by enticing us to His own beauty and
charm.




Pastimes of Madana Mohana

AS WITH MOST MAJOR temples in In-
dia, the temple of Madana Mohana in
Karoli has a tradition of stories con-
nected with the Deity. You'llfind Madana
Mohana’s lilas (pastimes) in local guide-
books, and the residents of Karoli know
them well. Though the stories are not
mentioned in scripture, they form anim-
portant part of the culture that surrounds
the temple, and are often the basis for
practices in the worship of the Deity.

Here are a few of Madana Mohana's
lilas:

The Dry Well

When Madana Mohana was being
carried from Jaipur to Karoli, He came
to a village where the well had been
dried up for a year. The villagers prayed
to Madana Mohana, and the well started
giving water. All the villagers became
greatly devoted to Madana Mohana.

The village was in the territory of
Rajasthan under Jai Singh. As news of
this wonderful event spread, Jai Singh
came to know of it. and he offered the
area of the village to the service of
Madana Mohana.

The Missing Dish

A Moslem devotee named Tazkan
regularly came to the Madana Mohana
temple to see the Deity, otfer Him food,
and take prasadam. When some Hindus
came to know that a Moslem was going
into their temple, they objected, and
Tazkan was prohibited from entering.
Feeling greatly disappointed, Tazkan
stayed at home and stopped eating and
drinking. Madana Mohana wasn't very
happy with this. So. disguised as a guard.
He went to Tazkan’s house with a silver
dish full of prasadam.

Seeing the “guard.” Tazkan told Him
“How can I take Madana Mohana’s
prasadam without first having taken His
darsana (audience)?”

the Deities remain open for some time
while two large groups stand and sing
devotional songs—the men in front of

Madana Mohana, the women in front |

of Gopala. After mangala-arati some
delicious malpura is handed to a few
people, and everyone else mobs them
to get a little.

Unlike Vrndavana, Karoli has only
one main temple of Krsna. (There’s

Madana Mohanareplied. “Please get
up, have darsana, and then take the
prasadam.”

When Tazkan realized that Madana
Mohana Himself was standing there. he
asked for pardon. “My Lord, why are
You taking so much trouble for me?”

The Lord disappeared, and Tazkan
took prasadam.

That night. the chief priest of the
temple had a dream in which Madana
Mohana told him that Tazkan should be
allowed into the temple to have darsana.
The chiel priest related the dream to
other priests.

In the meantime the priest serving
the Deity noticed that one of the Deity’s |
silver dishes was missing. After much
turmoil over the missing dish, Tazkan
came with the dish and said that a guard
from the temple had left it at his house.
This convinced everyone that Madana
Mohana had indeed spoken to the head
priest in a dream, and from then on
Tazkan was allowed to have darsana of
his beloved Madana Mohana.

The Revived Son

A Moslem named Kalakund, a resi-
dent of Karoli, would come regularly to
see Madana Mohana. In his old age he
was blessed with a son, but one day the
boy was bitten by a snake. Because no
one knew how to treat him, the boy died.
The grieving Kalakund brought his son
to the door of Madana Mohana's temple
and started singing songs in praise of the
Lord.

In the meantime, Shri Hari Kishor
Goswami, one of the servants of the
Deity, felt from within his heart that
Madana Mohana was telling him to give
caranamyta (water from the Deity’sbath)
toKalakund’sson.Sothe Goswamicame
out of the temple and put caranamria in
the boy’s mouth. The boy at once be-
came alive and well.

another, much less prominent temple of
Gopala.) Thisseems to unite the people.
Even a visitor feels he has become part

of a big family.

Karoli is within the greater Vraja-
mandala, or the greater Vrndavana area
described in scripture. Observing the
people of Karoli, I'm reminded of a
statement in Sri Caitanya-caritamria:
“The ideal place to execute Krsna con-
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The Milk Woman

This incident took place about 125
years ago. In the village of Bhugda, in
the Karoli district, lived a family of gurjas
(cowherds) who supplied milk for the
service of Madana Mohana. One of the
women of this family used to come to see
Madana Mohana and honor His prasa-
dam. Madana Mohana was pleased with
her devotional attitude.

One day Madana Mohana went to
the village of Bhugda. The gurjari wo-
man was lying on her bed chanting Ma-
dana Mohana's name whensuddenlyshe
saw Madana Mohana Himself standing
before her.

Surprised, she got up and touched
His feet. She then spread a simple blue
bedsheet on her cot and asked Madana
Mohana to sit there. Madana Mohana
took off His yellow outer dress, lay
down on the cot, and went to sleep while
the woman massaged His feet. Then she
began fanning Him. But after some time
she felt tired, and she also went to sleep.

When Madana Mohana awoke, He
thought, “Oh, it’s almost time for My
mangala-arati. I'd better get back to the
temple quickly.” Because He was rush-
ing, He took the woman’s blue cloth and
left behind His yellow garment.

When the priests woke Madana Mo-
hana for mangala-arati, they were sur-
prised. “Where is His yellow cloth?
Where has He gotten this simple blue
cloth? We didn’t put Him to sleep like
that.”

When the gurjari woman came for
darsana that morning, she returned the
Deity’s yellow garment. She told the
priests that Madana Mohana had gone
to her house and left it there and had
taken her blue cloth.

This pastime took place on the
Amavasya, the new-moon day. Now on
every Amavasya, Madana Mohana wears
blue cloth in memory of this event.

sciousnessis Vrajabhiimi,or Vrndavana,
where the people are naturally inclined
to love Krsna and Krsna is naturally
inclined to love them.” B

Bhakti Vikasa Swami comes from Eng-
land but has lived in India for many
vears. He now reaches Krsna conscious-
ness at the ISKCON center in Vallabh
Vidyanagar, Gujarat.
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——— SRI PARAMATMA SANDARBHA ———

A TREATIS
ON THE
UPERSOU

Part four of an overview of the
Six Sandarbhas of Srila Jiva Gosvami

by Satya Narayana Dasa and Kundali Dasa

IN THIS BOOK Srila Jiva Gosvami |
ifestations of the Supreme Lord. |
Paramatma literally means “Super-
soul,” or supreme controller. The first
form of Paramatma is Maha-Visnu,
the Supersoul for the entire material
creation. The second is Garbodakasayi
Visnu, the Supersoul for each universe.
Finally, there is Ksirodakasayl Visnu
(shown at right), who expands into the
hearts of all living beings, into every
atom, and even between the atoms.

In Bhagavad-gita Krsna says that
everything is in Him but He is not in
everything. He is not present every-
where in His personal form, or Bhaga-
van feature, but He is present in His
Paramatma feature, and thus He con-
trols everything.

The first Paramatma feature, Maha-
Visnu, is the source of the second fea-
ture, Garbodakasayi Visnu. Garbodak-
asayi Visnu is the source of all the other
incarnations of God who appear within
the material universe.

The third Paramatma feature. Ksiro-
dakasayi Visnu, is the form of the Su-
preme Lord who accompanies the spirit
soul within the heart. This form is men-
tionedin the Bhagavad-gita, where Lord

describesthe three Paramatmaman- | &

n tail from a painting by Yaduran Devi Dasi

Krsna says that as the supreme control-
ler (isvara) He resides in the heart of
every living being.

These Paramatma forms, or Visnu
forms, are superior to Lord Brahma
and Lord Siva. As proof, Srila Jiva
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Gosvami relates the story of Bhrgu
Muni, who conducted an experiment to
see who was superior—Lord Visnu,
Lord Brahma, or Lord Siva. In the end
Bhrgu Muni realized that Visnuis supe-
rior. Jiva Gosvami says that if Visnu is
superior, worship of Visnu is the supe-
rior form of worship.

Srila Jiva Gosvami points out that no
other deities are eternal nor are their

| worshipers, for in time both the wor-

shipers and their deities will be de-
stroyed. Lord Visnu, on the other hand,
is eternal, and His worshipers attain
eternal life. Jiva Gosvami therefore
implores that everyone who desires to
worship offer worship to Lord Visnu.
Next, Srila Jiva Gosvami examines
some scriptural statements that appear
to treat the demigods as being equal to

| Lord Visnu. In one section of Srimad-

Bhagavatam, for instance, Lord Brahma
prays as if Lord Siva is the Supreme.
Such adoration of the demigods oc-
curs because the demigods, as stated in
the Vedas, are part of Lord Visnu, like
limbs of His body. As we treat the limbs
of our body as one with the whole, some
scriptural verses equate the demigods
with the Personality of Godhead, Lord
Visnu. But we should not make the



mistake of thinking the Lord and the
demigods one in every respect. The
demigods are nondifferent from Lord
Visnu only as parts are nondifferent
from the whole.

The Conscious Self

After considering the relationship
between the demigods and the Supreme
Lord, Srila Jiva Gosvami undertakes a |
longdiscussion on the living entity (jiva).
Virtually anything we want to know
about the jivas is explained in this sec-
tion. Let us touch on a few of the high-
lights of this discussion.

Although the jiva is atomic in size, it
istranscendental,eternal. and conscious.
Although never transformed itself, it
may move from one body to another.

Impersonalists, says Srila Jiva Go-
svami, think that the jiva itself is pure
consciousness. Jiva Gosvami differs. He |
says the jiva is not consciousness but |
conscious; it possesses consciousness.
Therefore, just as one may speak of the
sun orb and the sun’s light, Srila Jiva
Gosvami speaks of two things—the jiva
and its quality, consciousness.

Toargue thateverythingis ultimately
one, impersonalists need to describe
the jiva as pure consciousness—one en-
tity, devoid of qualities. They also de-
fine Brahman, the Supreme, the same
way—as pure consciousness devoid of |
qualities. Thus the impersonalists hope |
to merge the jiva into the Absolute. |

But since the scriptures describe the |
jiva as a spiritual entity that has the
quality of consciousness, we have not
one entity but two—the jiva and its
quality. And so the monism of the
impersonalist fails.

Throughout the Sandarbhas, Jiva
Gosvami repeatedly refutes various
theories of the impersonalists. He un- |
derstands that impersonalism is most
insidious and that any trace of it within
the heart of a devotee will cause ruin.
This misfortune, he says, can happen
even at high levels of devotional ser- |
vice. We are unaware of all the taints of |
impersonalism we harbor. Therefore, |
to remove all doubts, he exposes many |
aspects of impersonalism, from many |
angles of vision. So we owe a great debt
to Srila Jiva Gosvami for protecting us
through the Sandarbhas.

In Devotion or in Illusion
Continuing his analysis, Srila Jiva

Gosvami says that there are unlimited
living entities and they belong to the
marginal potency of the Lord (tatastha
sakti). These numberless entities are
grouped into two classes. Since time
immemorial, one class has turned away
from the Lord and been situated in
ignorance. The other class has eternally
been devoted to the Lord and is always
situated in knowledge.

The living entities devoted to the
Lord are blessed by His internal poten-
cy. They are not of the internal potency
themselves. Still, they get to serve the
Lord and associate with Him directly.

The jivas situated in ignorance (ma-
ya) wander in the material world. By
illusion they mistake the material body
for their self, and its destruction for
their death. Thus they repeatedly ac-
cept material bodies and repeatedly

| experience death.

In some places the scriptures say
that the jivas come into existence.
Though this may seem to imply that the
jivas are not eternal, that is not the
intent. When the cosmos is annihilated,
the illusioned jivas rest unconscious
inside Maha-Visnu. When creation

(please turn to page 58) .
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Qur characteristic is to serve God.
If I don’t serve God, then the characteristic will remain
and DIl have to serve maya, thinking in illusion
that I have become master.

SEE KRSNA (continued from page 8)
our eyes which are covered by maya.

So we, the fragments of Krsna, are
covered by maya, but Krsna is not. The
theory that Krsna becomes covered is
nonsense. Krsna is the controller of
maya. And we are controlled by maya.
That is the difference. Krsna is maya-
dhisa, the controller of maya, and we
are mayadhina, controlled by maya.

Yet we can become free. When an
airplane goes above the clouds, youhave
immense sunlight. The clouds are be-
low. Similarly, you can go above maya.
You can transcend maya and see Krsna
always. That is possible. How? Mam
eva ye prapadyante mayam etam taranti
te: You simply surrender to Krsna, and
Krsnawill arrange that youare nolonger
under maya. Simple process. Just do as
Krsna demands—sarva-dharman parit-
yajyamamekam saranam vraja:* Aban-
don all varieties of religion and just
surrender unto Me.” This is sanatana-
dharma.

We are. after all, servants of Krsna,
but artificially we are trying to become
masters of the material world. We are
therefore sent here. Just as those who
are revolutionary. who do not care for
state laws, are sometimes killed or put
into the prisonhouse, those who are not
voluntarily surrendering to Krsna are
putinto the prisonhouse of the material
world. They are forced to surrender.

Andwhen youfalsely think you have
become free—1 have now become lib-
erated. [ have become God"—you fall
into the last snare of maya. How can you
become God? What capacity do you

have? God has created so many things.. |

What have youcreated? God has shown
so many things. What have you done?

Thisis the last snare of maya. Everyone
is trying to lord it over material nature.
We think, “I want to become a cabinet
minister.” “[ wanttobecome president.”

“I'wanttobecome abusiness magnate.”
And when everything fails, we want to
become God. Thatis alsomaya. It is not
possible to become God.

Our relationship with God. Krsna. is
that we are meant to serve Him. But we
have forgotten our real position, our
sandtana-dharma.
means that the living entity is a part of
the whole and is therefore meant to
serve the whole. Because my finger is
part of my body, its business is to carry
out my order, to serve the whole body. If
I want my finger to come to my head, it
comes at once. Similarly, our business is
to serve Krsna. But when we want to
become lord, independent of Krsna, we
place ourselves in maya. The Prema
Vivarta states, krsna-bahirmulkha hana
bhoga-vancha kare/ nikata-stha maya
tare japatiya dhare: “When the living

| entity wants to enjoy material nature,

he is immediately victimized by the ma-
terial nature.” As soon as we desire to
imitate Krsna, that is maya. We create
the situation of maya. “I want to be-
come Krsna. | want to become God. I
want tobecome the Lord.” Thisis maya.

Krsna is sanatana, eternal. We are

nal. Our characteristic is to serve God.
If I don’t serve God, then the charac-
teristic will remain and I'll have to serve

| maya, thinking in illusion that I have

Sanatana-dharma |

become master. Forexample, a man has
amotorcar. To purchase a motorcar and
maintain it requires lots of money, and
to get this money he has to work very
hard. But then he thinks, “Now I have

| amotorcar. Very nice.” Still, he is serv-

also sanatana. But when we forget to |

serve Krsna, we serve temporary things.

And when we engage again in the ser- |
vice of Krsna, we return to our sandatana- |

dharma, eternally serving Krsna.
Dharmameans “characteristic.” You
cannot change dharma. The character-
istic of sugar is sweetness, and the char-
acteristic of chiliis pungency. Everything

| has its characteristic. That is called its
dharma. You purchase chili, and if it is |

not very pungent you throw it away—
“Oh, it is not good”—because the

if you take sugar and find it salty, then
you say, *Oh, what is this?”

So everything has some character-
istic, and we as living entities have our
characteristic. We are sandatana, ecter-
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ing the motorcar, that’s all.

This is the position. One is actually
servant, not master, but he thinks that
he’s master. This is maya. When we give
up the falsely prestigious claim that we
are master, then we are liberated.

Now we are struggling hard within
the material world under the influence
of maya, changing between different
bodies. Sometimes I go to the heavenly
planets, sometimes to the hellish plan-
ets. Sometimes [ am a rich man, some-
times a poor man, a brahmana, a siidra,
a tiger, a tree. In this way, everywhere
within the universe the living entities
are struggling for existence. Krsna says:

mamaivamso jiva-loke
jiva-bhatah sanatanah

manah-sasthanindriyani
prakrti-sthani karsati

*All living entities are My parts and
parcels, but foolishly. carried by mental
concoction within the material world,
they are struggling to become master.”

This is the discase. The rascals are
pulled by the ear by prakrti, material
nature. Material nature dictates. “Do
this,” and I have to doit. To one who has
associated with the mode of ignorance,
prakrti gives the body of a hog. Then

| prakrti tells him, “Come here. Eat the

| dharma of the chili is lacking. Similarly, |
Still, people falsely think, “Iam God.”

stool.”™ And he eats. “Oh, so nice.” This

| is maya. Is stool a very nice thing? But
| prakrti has given the hog a certain type

of body, and he is relishing, “Oh, stool is
so nice.”
In the human form of body also,



people are eating so many nonsense
things in the restaurants, in the hotels.
Andthey'rerelishing, “Oh, itissonice.”
This is maya.

Our business is to serve, but because
we take the attitude “I don't like to
serve Krsna” or “[ am Krsna,” we are
placed under the clutches of maya—
immediately. And under the illusion of
maya, we associate with the different
modes of material nature, and so we
have to take birth. Sad-asad-yoni-jan-
masu. One becomes a hog, one becomes
a dog, one becomes a human being. a
demigod, atree, a plant—8.400,000 spe-
cies and forms of life. Krsna says, sarva-
vonisu kaunteya . . . aham bija-pradah
pita:“Ofall these forms—whatever they
may be—I am the father.”

So if Krsna is the original father of
every living entity, how has one become
abrahmana, one asidra, one atree, one

led into ignorance and enamored by the

external feature of Krsna's energy?
The material world is also Krsna’s

energy. But we are attracted by the

material energy when we should be at- |

tracted by the spiritual. As explained in
the Bhagavad-gira, both energies are
Krsna's:apara (inferior) energy and para

(superior) energy. But we are now at- |

tracted by the material elements of the
aparaenergy: bhimirapo analo vayuh—
earth, water, fire, air. And because we
are attracted by the material energy,
when we construct a very nice stone
house we think, “Now, yes, my life is
successful. [ have a very nice house of
stone.” Am [stone? No. Still, my attrac-
tion is for the stone. Therefore Krsna

| gives me facility: “All right, take the

atiger,a hog, an Indra, a Brahma? How

is that?

We get our births in different types |
of body because we associate with dif- |

ferent modes of nature. My mind car-
ries me to the next body. It is foolish to
say, “This man is now dead. Everything
is finished.” That israscaldom. He isnot
finished. His life is going on.

Foolish rascals say, “Now this man is
dead, finished.” Big, big professors say,
“Swamiji, after death everything is fin-
ished.” And they're professors. Just see.
Rascals and fools are becoming leaders,
professors, politicians. How will the
people be happy when they are always

stone and try to be happy. But you'll
never be happy. You'll be happy when
you surrender to Me.”

all facilities to play, but at the same time
the father says, “My dear child, don't
play like this. It is not good.” But be-
cause the child persists, the father some-

| timessays, “Allright, youplaylike that.”

Similarly, Krsna does not want us to
come to the material world and be at-
tracted by earth, water, air, fire, and sky
and become great scientists and make
combinations of these five elements.
What is this world? Tejo-vari-mrdam
yatha vinimayo yatra tri-sargo 'mrsa:
This world is a mixture of fire, earth,
water, air, and sky. It is a false thing.
As this world is a combination of

these five elements, our body is also a
combination of these same five ele-
ments, and we are attracted toit. “Oh, I
have such a nice, strong, beautiful
body—American body, Indian body,
brahmana body, this body, that body.”
All maya. You'll never be happy by this
bodily concept of life.

Krsna indirectly explains this point
when He says, acchedyo 'vam adahyo
‘vam akledyo ‘Sosya eva ca: *The indi-
vidual soul is unbreakable and insol-

| uble, and can be neither burned nor

dried.” Since the body is burned to
ashes, how can we be the body? When
a man is dead, the body is put into the
fire and burned. Then how are we the
body?

The body is made of three elements:
bile, mucus, and air. It is a bag of bones
and flesh and blood. If one thinks, “Tam

| thisbody,” then he is go-kharah—acow
For example, a father gives his child |

or an ass. Anyone in the bodily concept
of life is an animal. And how can you
receive knowledge from a person who
isan animal? You cannot get any knowl-
edge from the cows or the asses.

To speak frankly, practically every-
one is in the bodily concept of life.
Therefore the modern civilization is an
animal civilization, not a human civili-
zation. Human civilization begins when
one understands, “I am not this body. [
am spirit soul (ahar brahmasmi).” As
long as people are under the bodily
concept of life, theirs is a civilization of
cats and dogs, that’s all.

Thank you very much. €@

ARCHEOLOGY

(continued from page 32)
Australopithecus. Most anthropologists
say Australopithecus was a human an-
cestor with an apelike head, a human-
like body, and a humanlike bipedal
stance and gait. But other researchers
make a convincing case for a radically
different view of Australopithecus. Phys-
ical anthropologist C. E. Oxnard wrote
in his book Uniqueness and Diversity in
Human Evolution (1975): “Pending fur-
ther evidence we are left with the vision
ofintermediately sized animals, at home
in the trees, capable of climbing, per-
forming degrees of acrobatics, and per-
haps of arm suspension.” In a 1975
article in Nature, Oxnard found the aus-
tralopithecines to be anatomically simi-

lar to orangutans and said, “It is rather
unlikely that any of the Australo-
pithecines . . . can have any direct phy-
logenetic link with the genus Homo.”

Inspired by the Vedic Writings
Some might question why we would
put together a book like Forbidden Ar-
cheology unless we had some underly-
ing purpose. Indeed, there is one.
Richard Thompson and I are mem-
bers of the Bhaktivedanta Institute, a

branch of the International Society for |

Krishna Consciousness that studies the
relationship between modern science
and the world view expressed in the
Vedic literature. The institute was
founded by our spiritual master, His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
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Swami Prabhupada. He encouraged us
to critically examine the prevailing
account of human origins and the meth-
ods by which it was established.

From the Vedas we derive the idea
that the human race is of great antig-
uity. To conduct research into scientific
literature on human antiquity, we put
the Vedicidea into the form of a theory
that various humanlike and apelike be-
ings have coexisted for a long time.

That our theoretical outlook is de-
rived from the Vedic literature should
not disqualify it. Theories can come
from many sources—a private inspira-
tion, previous theories, a movie, a sug-
gestion from a friend, and so on. What
matters is not a theory’s source but its
ability to account for observations. €9



Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

This conversation between Srila Prabhu-

padaand some guests took place in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, on December 23,
1969.

Srila Prabhupada: By following any guru
or any principle, if you actually develop
your love of God, then it is nice. Other-
wise it is a useless waste of time. That is
the test. But as far as I know these yogis
say they are themselves God. They say
that everyone is God. And then who is
dog? So I think their idea is not very
congenial. How can everyone be God?
Then what is the meaning of God?
Guest 1: I want to love everyone.

Srila Prabhupada: That is bogus. You
cannot love everybody. If youlove God,
then you can love everybody. Because
God is everything.

Guest 1: If God is everything, then why
don’t you love all beings one by one?
Srila Prabhupada: If you love a tree.
then you have to pour water on the
root—not every leaf. If you want to
maintain your body, then you have to
supply foodstuff to the stomach. Not
to your eyes. Not to your ears. When
you get a nice cake, you don’t put it
here [indicates the ears]. You put it
here [indicates the mouth]. Why? That
is the process. There are nine holes in
your body. Why do you put it in this
hole?

Guest 1: Yes, but . . .

Srila Prabhupada: First of all answer
this.

Guest 1: Well, I agree with you, but . ..
Srila Prabhupada: You have to follow
the real process; then you’ll get it. That
is love.

Guest 1: You have to go to the
root, but in the meantime you
dont ignore everything else.
[ mean...

Srila Prabhupada: If you ig-
nore the root and you take
the leaf, you simply spoil
your time.

Guest 1: No, but what I
wanted tosay is, Why can’t

| Guest2:No. IsGodsup-

ARE YOU GOD?

love of God and love of matter go and
riseup to...?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, if you love God,
you love matter and God. Because mat-
ter is the energy of God.

Guest 1: But yousaid that you will know
that a technique is succeeding when
your love for God will increase and
your love for matter will decrease.
Srila Prabhupada: What is matter? Mat-
ter is another manifestation of God’s
energy. If you love your body, then
naturally you love your finger. the
part of the body. So God is the
supreme whole. Therefore if
you love God, then you can
understand that you have to
love everybody.

Guest 2: What is God?
Srila Prabhupada: What
is God? Can you define
God?

posed to be the energy
or is God supposed
tobe...

Srila Prabhupada:

Energyis God’sen-
ergy, just as sun-
shine is the ener-
gy of the sun. Just
try to understand.

The energy—sun-

shine—and the

sun are not dif-

ferent. But if you

are satisfied with
just the sunshine, it
is not the sun.

Guest 2: Are you saying that energy is
God? God is energy?

Srila Prabhupada: Energy. being non-
different from God,isin one sense God.
But at the same time energy is not God.
Sunshine is the energy of the sun. But
if when the sunshine enters your room
you think, “The sun has entered my
room,” that is wrong. But sunshine is




not different from the sun.

Guest 2: It would appear that to claim
that you can reach eternal bliss just by
chanting is too easy.

Srila Prabhupada: That is one process
of self-realization. There are different
processes of self-realization. For this
age, when people are less intelligent,
this process is right.

Guest 1: What you are doing by chant-
ing is kind of . ..

Srila Prabhupada: You chant and you
will understand. If you have no child,
then how can you understand the labor
of producing a child?

Guest 2: But that is like saying that if
you haven't ever leaped into a well,
you don’t know what will happen to

you if you leap into a well.

Srila Prabhupada: First of all, you do
not know your self. The first sign of
ignorance is that you are identifying
your self with this body, which you are
not. First of all try to understand your
self, then you will understand what is
God. You do not know your self.
Guest2: But I am God, right? I am God.
You are God too.

Srila Prabhupada: You are dog.

Guest 2: But you are me and [ am you.
We are both God. Right?

Srila Prabhupada: No, no.

Guest 2: Why not?

Srila Prabhupada: You do not know
what is the meaning of God. What do
you mean by God? First of all define.

| Guest 2: Everything is God.

Srila Prabhupada: If you apply that defi-
nition, then you are God. First of all
define what is God.

Guest 2: God is everything. God is it.
Srila Prabhupada: That is not the defi-
nition. God is not everything.

Guest 2: And it is God. It is all it.

Srila Prabhupada: 1 say everything is
God’s energy. Not everything is God.
Guest 2: Not everything is God?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The sunshine
and the sun are one but at the same

| time different,simultaneously. Youcan-

not accept the sunshine as the sun.
Suppose you are in the sunshine, you
cannot say that you are on the sun
planet. @

FALLEN (continued from page 34)

the all-loving controversies among pure
devotees.” Lacking pure devotion, such
people “are apt to impute to the devo-
tees their own defects of partisanship
and opposing views.” Therefore, he
counsels, whenever such disputes arise
about the pastimes of the Lord, we

should remember what was taught by |

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His

associates the Gosvamis, “that the Truth

Absolute is ever characterized by spiri-
tual variegatedness that transcends the
variegatedness of mundane phenom-
ena; but He is never featureless.”

Endless Arguments: Maya’s Trick

The Mahabhdarata tells us that we
can’t know the truth simply by logic and
arguments (tarko 'pratistal). Acintyah
khaluw ye bhava na tams tarkena yojayet:
“There’s no use arguing over that which
is inconceivable.” After all, it’s incon-
ceivable.

Sripada B.R. Sridhara Maharaja, |

one of Srila Prabhupada’s Godbrothers,
respected for his deep philosophical re-
alization, used to stress the same point,
one of his followers told us. Repeatedly
asked about where the living beings
fell from, Sripada Sridhara Maharaja
grew weary of the question. “Why do
you always ask about the most diffi-
cult thing to understand?” he once re-
sponded. “Why not try to understand
the most easy thing?” That is: how to

become Krsna conscious and go back to |

Godhead.
Pure devotees of Krsna avoid end-

less arguments. Such devotees know
thatsuch arguments are merely another
distraction offered by maya. As stated
in Srim.ad-Bh(?gaw.'mm (6.4.31):

yac-chaktayo vadatam vadinam vai
vivada-samvada-bhuvo bhavanti

kurvanti caisam muhur atma-mohar
tasmai namo ‘nanta-gunaya bhiimne

“Let me offer my respectful obeisances |

unto the all-pervading Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, who has unlim-
ited transcendental qualities. Acting
from within the cores of the hearts of all
philosophers, who propagate various
views, He makes them forget their own
souls while sometimes agreeing and
sometimes disagreeing among them-
selves. Thus He creates within this ma-
terial world a situation in which they are
unable to come to a conclusion. I offer
my obeisances unto Him.”

Therefore, the student in transcen-
dental science is best advised to simply
accept what has been accepted by his
own bona fide Krsna conscious acarya,

siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura says, “Itis
a great offense to disrespect the acarya
and to seek to establish a different doc-
trine in opposition to him.”

The Crow-and-Fruit Philosophy

To illustrate the uselessness of argu-
ing about where the soul fell from, Srila
Prabhupada once gave the example of
the crow and the fruit of an Indian palm,
the ral fruit. On the top of a tree was a
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nice tal fruit. A crow went there and the
fruit fell down. Some learned scholars
saw this and began discussing. The fruit
fell because the crow shook the limb,
one said. No, said another, as the crow
was landing the fruit happened to fall.
This frightened the crow, so the crow
flew away. No, said a third, the fruit was
ripe, and the weight of the crow’s land-
ing broke the fruit from the branch. . ..

“Whatis the use of such discussion?”
Srila Prabhupada said.

Whether we came from Krsna’s pas-

~times or from some other spiritual

source, Srila Prabhupada said, “at the
present you are in neither. So the best
policy is to develop your Krsna con-
sciousness and go there [to Krsna],never

- mind what is your origin.”

“At the present moment you are in
maya's clutches,” he wrote, “so our only
hope is to become Krsna conscious and
go back to home, back to Godhead.”

Don’t waste time with the crow-and-
tal-fruit logic, Srila Prabhupada advised.
“Now the fruit is there. Take it and

{ enjoy.” @
or spiritual master. As Srila Bhakti- |

NOTE: The letters from Srila Prabhupada
quoted in this article appear at greater length
in Srila Prabhupada Siksﬁm;'la. Volume Two,
pages 1157-1176. The quotations from Srila

| Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura come
from his commentary on SriBrahma-samhita.

The quotation from Srila Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura comes from Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

| —His Life and Precepts.

Jayadvaita Swami is the Editor of Back
to Godhead.
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The worldwide activities of the International Society

for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

Temples across the U.S.

and Canada will hold
dinners this spring to bring together their congregations,
celebrate the successes of ISKCON's first twenty-five
years, and kick off Srila Prabhupada’s Centennial Celebra-
tion in America. The well-known bhajana artist Minu
Purushottam will sing at the programs.

The chariots will roll in cities across North America this
summer. The Jagannatha Rathayatra—The Festival of the
Chariots—will be celebrated in New York, Boston, Tor-
onto, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Philadelphia, Washing-
ton, D.C., and other major cities.

The Bhaktivedanta Archives is working to publish a col-
lection of Srila Prabhupada’s letters, papers, manuseripts,
and other personal documents. The collection will span the
years from his householder life until shortly after he
started ISKCON, in 1966. Do you have anything suitable
to include? Contact Brahmananda Dasa at The Bhakti-
vedanta Archives, 9701 Venice Blvd. #5, Los Angeles, CA
90034, USA; phone: 310-
280-0609; fax: 310-559-
0935.

A new series of video-
tapes presents lectures by
Srila Prabhupada,
subtitled and blended
with photographic por-
traits. A new video will
come out each month.
For information on
ordering, see page 60.

Mental-health clients in
Portland learn how to
make their own prasa-
dam meals, with the help
of ISKCON devotee

Dhira Dasi teaches mental-health
clients to prepare prasadam.

| The Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center

Dhira Devi Dasi. Every week, Dhira Dasi comes to a city-
run home, called Bridgeview. to teach these people. The
government sponsors the program. Dhira Dasi believes
that people have a better chance of recovering from drug
addiction, abuse, and other problems when Krsna con-
scious methods are used with other treatment. For more
information, contact Dhira Dasi, 2368 N.W. Thurman St.,
Portland, OR 97210, USA. Phone: 503-223-7618.

The City of Detroit recommends that tourists visit the
Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center, home of Detroit’s Hare
Krsna community. A glossy new brochure from the
Visitors and Convention Bureau shows the center as one
of the area’s eight best attractions. The center was once
the home of auto baron Lawrence Fisher. Devotees, notes
the brochure, “have restored it to its original beauty.”

Bhaktivedanta Manor observes its

twentieth anniversary this year. The
Manor is the Hare Krsna center in the London country-
side. George Harrison donated the Manor, and Srila
Prabhupada installed the Radha-Krsna Deities, in 1973,
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ISKCON is still fighting a ban from the local council that
would close the Manor to the public from March 1994.

London will celebrate its twenty-fifth annual Jagannatha
Chariot Festival this summer. The chariot festival will also
be held in several other European cities.

A Hare Krsna restaurant in Manchester has opened its
doors in the city center. The restaurant, Govinda’s, is run
by Keith Jacobs, a member of the local ISKCON congre-
gation. Devotees do the cooking.

Devotees in Paris have established a Hare Krsna cultural
center in the middle of the university area. The center is a
ten-minute walk rom the Sorbonne.

The Athens Hare Krsna center has moved to a new
location, near the center of the city.

Devotees in Copenhagen have started a Hare Krsna res-
taurant. It already attracts about a hundred customers a
day.

The Deputy Chief Minister of Karnataka

inaugurated ISKCON’s eighth annual
Chariot Festival in January at Bangalore, the capital of the
state. The Deputy Chief Minister, Sri S.M. Krishna,
praised ISKCON for its contributions to the culture and
welfare of Karnataka. During these political times in India,
he said, it was reassuring that ISKCON was having a
chariot festival that had no political undertones and was
truly to glorify the Lord and uplift the people. He then
swept the road before the chariot, broke the ceremonial
coconut, and offered worship to the Deities. Devotees
from four continents attended the festival. Hundreds of
thousands of people lined the streets to witness the five-
kilometer procession.

Angry Moslems came to attack

ISKCON’s temple in Dacca
during the communal violence in December. But Moslems
from the neighborhood came to the devotees’ defense.
“These people aren’t like the others,” the local Moslems
told the mob. “They give out free food. We respect them,
and they respect us. Leave them alone.” The mob left to
vent their anger elsewhere.

ISKCON Ecuador has

acquired a new ten-acre
rural parcel about fifty miles from Cuenca. Four families
live on the property, where they grow much of their own
food and aim for eventual self-sufficiency.

| Devotees from Lima bring nutritious prasadam to Juaicam,
| a poverty-stricken region on the outskirts of the city. Four

| days a week, about two hundred residents pour out of their
| makeshift dwellings when they see the devotees’ truck

arrive. Most of these residents come to the city from

' villages, seeking work. Some are refugees from countryside

areas haunted by terrorists. Devotees have been giving out
prasadam in Peru for twelve years.

Devotees give our prasadam o the poor outside Lima, Peru.

PADAYATRA NEWS

NORTH AMERICA

Padayatra Northern California plans to start another tour
in the spring. For more information, contact ISKCON
Berkeley.

EUROPE :

Padayatra in England will begin again on May 1 and travel
for one month around London. In Sweden, Padayatra
begins in May, with two bulls from ISKCON's Swedish
farm. A Padayatra will take place in the Czech and Slovak
Federative Republic in August. One of the world’s small-
est countries is not to be left out. Luxembourg will host
Padayatra for a week in September.

Dr. J. Stillson Judah inaugurates the Northern California Pada-
vatra at ISKCON's temple in Berkeley.
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(e, . L
Devotees pass through Nicaragua last year during the Central
American Padavarra.

h

INDIA ;

Starting on Srila Prabhupada’s disappearance day, October
29, ISKCON's temple in Bhubaneswar held an eighteen-
day Padayatra to promote Srila Prabhupada’s Centen-
nial—the one-hundredth anniversary of his appearance.
The Director General of Police for Orissa, Sri Shyam
Sundar Padhi, inaugurated the festival. He spoke of how
ISKCON is spreading the holy names of Lord Krsna all
over the world. The walking festival was the first of a

series aimed at promoting and celebrating the Centennial.
In February, hundreds of devotees again took part in
ISKCON’s annual walking pilgrimage encircling Nava-
dvipa, the birthplace of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

JAPAN

Padayatra Japan begins this April, most likely on the
island of Shikoku, off the coast. Plans call for the walk to
begin along an ancient Buddhist path through eighty-eight
pilgrimage sites and temples. Then devotees will walk on a
roadway in May through June.

For more information about Padayatra, write to:
Padayatra Worldwide

62, Sant Nagar (near Nehru Place), New Delhi 110 065
India. Phone: +91 (11) 642-1736. Fax: 491 (11) 647-0742

Padayatra America

| 1111 Grand Avenue, San Diego. CA 92109. Phone: (619)
| 273-7262

| Padayatra Europe
| Ekanatha Dasa, c¢/o Villa Vrndavana. Via Communale
| degli. Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano.

Val di Pesa (F1) 5002, Italy

UNISOUND

(continued from page 23)

pretense! I'll take down my fence!

[ want to know the real me! No more
acts! I just want some facts! On the
soul’s real personality!™

Eight more numbers, explosions of

intense energy, and the show ends.
Raghunatha down to his last shirt, the
rhythm-guitar amp out. Two numbers

in the set are brand new, from an al- |
bum still in production—one a version |

of Sr1 Caitanya’s verse na dhanar na
Janam na sundarim, the other based
on a poem by Bhaktivinoda Thakura.
Forthese, Raghunatharecites the words
first, and the crowd in performance is
fractionally more subdued, listening.
When the album is out, they will study
and memorize the words like holy writ,
and chant them later in concert.

Jake has videotaped the whole show.
and as the exhausted band packs up,

and the happy crowd filters out, an in- |

stant replay begins on monitors and
powerful speakers, opening with the
kirtana, as loud as the original. Some

people seem settled in to watch the |

whole thing again.

[t’s 1:00 A.M. as we drive through the
dark Pennsylvania countryside, locked
in winter. I find it amazing that such a
group of young Americans should be
so spontancously attracted to the regu-
lative principles of Krsna conscious-
ness. The scene born as straightedge is

| from England was visiting our Phila-

certainly more supportive of the prin- |
ciples than the earlier 60s countercul- |

ture, with its glorification of drugs and
sex. This group is starting out from a
higher platform. How did that happen?
Where did they come from?

I've thought about this before. and
have always concluded that social or
psychological causes remains insuffi-

cient. The following explanation has |

occurred to me: Enough time has now
passedsince the beginning of our move-
ment for people. probably older peo-

ple, to have had some exposure to Srila |

Prabhupada and to Krsna conscious-
ness—to have honored prasadam,
chanted in kirtana, rendered some ser-
vice—and then to have died and again
taken birth. And here they are.

Earlier this year Maha-Vispu Swami |
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delphia temple. Sitting in my office, he
was relishing the enthusiasm of these
young people. Although he is elderly
and Gujarati by birth, the Maharaja was
able to appreciate this young American
generation fully. Hesitantly, I put for-
ward my hypothesis to him, calling it a
“speculation.”

Helistened and smiled broadly. “Oh,
no.” he said, “it’s not a speculation. not
at all. Itis the truth! Devotional service
is carried over from a previous birth.
How else could it have happened? So
many attracted from such a young age?
Itis the only explanation! Srila Prabhu-
pada, you all, have sewn the seeds. and
now the harvest is coming up! It is the
only explanation!” He had no doubt
about it.

Ravindra Svaripa Dasa is ISKCON's
Governing Body Commissioner for
the United States mid-Atlantic region.
He lives at the Philadelphia temple,
where he joined ISKCON in 1971. He
holds a Ph.D. in religion from Temple
University.



By knowledge in the mode of goodness
one gets rid of ignorance, but this knowledge is itself
one of maya’s potencies. It is still within the sphere of the
material world and still a cause of bondage.

TREATISE

(continued from page 50)

begins anew, Lord Maha-Visnu, by His
glance, impregnates the material en-
ergy with the jivas again. Atthattime, in
a manner of speaking they “come into
existence,” but they factually existed
before.

In Bhagavad-gita (14.3) Krsna says
He impregnates material nature with
the jivas. He doesn't say He creates the
jivas. Indeed, in the second chapter He

e o 0

| sonality of Godhead, because there

says the jivas are all eternal; they are |

never born or created.

Countless jivas, therefore, emanate
from the Lord’s marginal potency
(tatasthasakti). Some of them, averse to
surrendering to the Lord, remain in this
material world. Others, desiring toserve
the Lord’s lotus feet, exist in greater
glory in the spiritual sky.

The One and the Many

Next, Jiva Gosvami speaks of the
Lord’s external energy, or maya sakti,
the energy that subjects us to illusion.
By knowledge in the mode of goodness
one getsrid ofignorance, but thisknowl-
edge isitself one of maya's potencies. It
is still within the sphere of the material
world and still a cause of bondage.

One cannot get free from mdya with-
out bhakti, devotional service to the
Lord. Other methods—yoga, jiiana, and
so on—can elevate one to the mode of

can be no meditation on impersonal
Brahman. This is confirmed by Krsna
Himself in the twelfth chapter of the
Gita (kleso 'dhikataras tesam).

Meditation implies a distinction be-
tween the meditator and the object of
meditation: the object is superior to the
meditator. This duality rules out the
monistic theory of absolute oneness
between God and the living entity.

Again, the word dhimahi is plural,
signifying that meditators are many. But
the Supreme Absolute is one, so this
rulesout monismagain. And Bhagavan,
the object of meditation, cannot be illu-
sory, because the Bhagavatam states
that Bhagavan, who is to be known
through the Bhagavatam, is the reality
(vedyam vastavam atra vastu).

In the Tenth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Lord Brahma decries im-
personal meditation. Such meditation,

| hesays,islike beatingthe chaffafter the
| rice has been husked. The only reward

goodness and place one in knowledge, |

but one cannot cross beyond knowl-
edge to reach transcendence by any
means but bhakti.

Turning to the opening and conclud-
ing verses of the Bhagavatam, Jiva Go-
svami finds in both places the phrase
satyarit param dhimahi, “We meditate
on that Absolute Truth.” He says that
this phrase signifies that the Absolute

Truth is Bhagavan, the Supreme Per- |

one gets for beating empty husks is
one’s labor. In other words, impersonal
meditation is a futile waste of time.

There can be no doubt, therefore,
that the Srimad-Bhagavatam propounds
as supreme the personal conception of
God, not the impersonal one. The im-
personal Absolute is only a feature of
Bhagavan and is totally dependent on
Him.

Why, then, are there statements in
scripture that seem to promote the idea
of oneness between the Absolute and
the living entities? Jiva Gosvamireplies
thatthere are two types of transcenden-
talist—the devotee and the monist—
and statements promoting oneness or
impersonalism are only to attract those
who are attached to the monistic idea.

Jiva Gosvami ends the Paramatma
Sandarbhaby explaining the purpose of
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the sacred Gayatri mantra. Next comes
_ Sri Krsna Sandarbha, in which Srila Jiva
| Gosvami gives many excellent argu-
| ments to establish that Bhagavan, the
! Supreme Personality of Godhead, is

| Krsna. @D

GENTERS
ARDUND THE WORLD

UPDATE
We print afull list of centers in the January and July issues,
and we send new subscribers the full list. Inthe otherissues,
we print changes to the list. Here are the changes since the
ast issue.

NEW LISTINGS

Gdynia, Poland — ul. Kapitanska 9a, 81-331
Gdynia/ Tel./Fax +48 58 202865

Hamilton, Ontario (restaurant) — Govinda's, 195
Locke St. South, L8T 4B5/ Tel. (416) 523-6209

Manchester, England (restaurant) —Govinda's,
244 Deansgate/ Tel. (061) 834-9197

Poznan, Poland —ul. Nizinna 26, 61-424 Poznan/
Tel/Fax +48 61 323838

Almviks Gard, Sweden — 153 95 Jarna, Sweden/
Tel. (46) 8 551 52050 or 53006

Athens, Greece — Methimnis 18, Kypseli, 11257
Athens/ Tel. +30 (01) 993-7080

Christchurch, New Zealand —temple phone: +64
(03) 3665-174, restaurant phone: 3667-035

Helsinki, Finland — Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D
(111 krs) 00180, Helsinki/ Tel. +358 06949879

Liverpool, England — 114 Bold Street, L1 4HY/
Tel. (051) 708-9400

Leipzig, Germany — phone: +37 (0341) 312208

Ljubljana, Slovenia — ISKCON Slovenia, Zibertova
27, 61000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

Malmi, Sweden — Name of center has changed to
Hare Krishna Temple

Nagpur, Maharashtra, India —phone: (0712)
533513

Paris, France — phone: (1) 43043263

Perth, W. Australia (restaurant) —relocated to:
200 William St., Northbridge, jWA 6003/
Tel. +61 (09) 22716

Tel Aviv, Israel —P.0. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/
Tel. +972 (3) 663022

Wroclaw, Poland — ul. Nowowigjska 87/8, 50-340

[ Wroclaw/ Tel./[Fax +48 71 225704




RESOURCES

ADVERTISING RATE—$.50 a word.
Frequency discount: 4 times (same ad), 10%
off. All Resources ads must be prepaid. We
accept only ads directly meant for Krsna
conscious devotional service. You can reach
us at: Back to Godhead Resources, P. O.
Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615. Phone: (904)
462-7794. Fax: (904) 462-T893.

PUBLICATIONS

Subscribe to Padayatra Worldwide
Newsletter. One year: $6. Two years:
$11. Five years: $27. Contact: Vrnda-
vana Lila Devi Dasi, 618 Dena Dr.,
Newbury Park, CA 91320.

Books from Sadaputa Dasa. Issues in
scientific understanding, explored by
a scientist trained in the Vedic para-
digm. Contact Bhaktivedanta Insti-
tute, P. O. Box 99584, San Diego, CA
92169. Phone: (619) 272-8145.

Appreciating Sri Vrindavana
Dhama, by Mahanidhi Swami. A
book of Vrndavana nectar filled with
philosophy, pastimes, prayers, and
practical guidelines for visiting and
living in Vrndavana. Available at
ISKCON Vrndavana, India. Agent
inquiries welcome.

Nectar Books—Bhaktivinoda Tha-
kura’s Navadipa-Bhava-Taranga,
ecstatic visions of divine Navadvipa-
Vrindavana, $8.00; Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati’s Prakrita-Rasa-Shata-
Duhsini, heavy warnings about mun-
dane sentimentalism, $4.00; Radha-
Krishna Nectar, huge anthology of
prayers, charts, lists, and transcenden-
tal miscellany, $20.00. Nectar Books,
P. O. Box 574, Union City, GA 30291.

Hare Krsna Rural Life—a newsletter
devoted to the development of varn-
asrama, cOw protection, 0X power,
and self-sufficiency in the Hare Krsna
movement—now available. Philo-
sophical and practical articles, plus
news from devotees around the world.

| Edited by Hare Krsna Devi Dasi and
| Vyapaka Dasa. Articles and news sub-

missions welcome. Published twice a
year. Subscriptions $10, payable to
H. K.R.L. ¢/o Hare Krsna Dasi. 9B
Stetson St., Brunswick, ME 04011,
U.S.A.

Hare Krishna Directory & Resource
Guide. 168 pages of ISKCON devo-
tees, projects, and suppliers. $12 plus
postage and handling: U.S. $2, Cana-
da $3, Europe $6, others $8. Vaishnava
Community Development, P. O. Box
238, Alachua. FL 32615-0238.

NEW RELEASE! A Transcendental
Diary—Travels with Srila Prabhu-
pada, Vol. 1, by Hari Sauri Dasa; 640
pages. 60 color photos, full index.
Hardbound $24.95: soft $14.95. Add
$4 postage and handling; overseas add
$6. California residents add 8.25%
sales tax. HS Books, 1380 Garnet
Ave., Suite E527, San Diego, CA
921009.

AUDIO-VISUAL

New tapes from Mahatma Dasa.
Heart and Soul, beautifully orches-
trated melodies for the maha-mantra.
Siksastaka and other prayers. Higher
Dimensions, live modern melodious

ISKCON
World Review

Get connected to all of our dy-
namic worldwide movement.
Exciting news, information, mar-
ketplace, and Krsna conscious
opportunities. For 12 issues: US,
$18 for First Class mail. $10 for
Third Class. Outside the US, $20.
For subscriptions, ads, bulk or-
ders, and news submissions,
please write IWR at P. O. Box
238, Alachua, FL 32615-0238.
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Announcing!

The 1993
Prabhupada Reunion Festival
at Bhaktivedanta Manor

= May 21-24 —

For information, contact:
The Prabhupada Reunion
Festival Committee
43 Park Street Lane, Park St.,
St. Albans AL2 2JA, England
Phone: +44 (727) 872056
Fax: 872965
NOTE: London Rathayatra is July 4, 1993

kirtanas with KrishnaFest band. Digit-
ally recorded and mastered. $6.95
each. $7.95 overseas. Payable to
KrishnaFest, 5430 Gurley Ave., Dal-
las, TX 75223. Phone: (214) 827-6330.

Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami Tape
Ministry. For information write to
Madhava Dasa, 72 Commonwealth

Avenue, Boston. MA 02116.

Padayatra Tape Ministry. Classes and
| kirtanas by Lokanatha Swami. Free
| catalog. Contact: Vrndavana Lila

Devi Dasi, 618 Dena Dr., Newbury
Park, CA 91320.

| Gour Govinda Swami Tape Ministry.
| For free catalog, write to: GGSTM,

P. O. Box 17326, Seattle, WA 98107.
Phone: (206) 783-6080.

Announcing the long-awaited Ravin-
dra Svartipa Dasa Tape Ministry. 100

| tapes available! For a free catalog
| write to RSDTM, 41 W. Allens Lane,

Philadelphia, PA 19119; or fax (215)

| 247-8702.

| Best of Rathayatra 1992. Live kir-

tanas recorded at Rathayatra festivals
in Boston, New York, Washington,
D.C., San Francisco, Vancouver, and
Los Angeles. Featuring Vaiyasaki
Dasa, Rksaraja Dasa, Vatsala Dasa,
Mandali Bhadra Dasa, and Parasatya



Dasa. Three-tape set (two 60-minute,
one 90-minute), $15. Price includes
shipping in the U.S. For airmail to
Canada add 10%: to Europe, 30%: to
the rest of the world, 50%. Available
only from Festival of India, RR 1, Box
96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046.

Five-year lecture series by Krishna-
Fest co-director Danavira Dasa on
Bhakta Program, Education, the
Human Purpose, Beginning Krsna
Conciousness, and much more. Also,
Magic Is the Chanting, by the Krishna-
Fest Kirtana Band. $3 per tape. or
$2.50 per tape by subscription. Free
catalog. Write to Danavir Tape Minis-
try, 1507 Cliffwood, Euless, TX
76040. In the U.S. call toll free: (800)
243-3292.

FREE sample tape! Send for yours
today! Hear the Mahabharata read
by Hridayananda Dasa Goswami.
Special classes for householders,
college preaching, and kirtanas. Over
1,000 selections, English and Spanish.
Free list of recent tapes. Complete
catalog: $2. Hridayananda Tape
Ministry, P. O. Box 99103, San Diego,
CA 92169.

All the Hare Krsna movement’s

music and philosophy in audiocas-
settes, videos, photographs, and liter-
ature. An international service by the
Sydney Tape Ministry. Call or write
for a free catalog. Daksina Dasa, GPO
2329, Sydney 2001, Australia. Phone:
(61) 2-9582748.

New video series—"Festivals with
Srila Prabhupada.” Animated and
subtitled video lecture series on major
appearance and disappearance days
by His Divine Grace. $15/ea. Write for
order form. ITV/BVL c/o Siddhanta
Dasa, PO. Box 1015, Culver City, CA
90232.

EDUCATION

Gurukula Guidebook for classroom
organization and teaching now
available. Teaching all subjects for

RESOURCES

| ages 5-18, choosing reading books,

helping adolescents, and more. 500
pages (82"X 11" three-ring binder).
$25 plus shipping. Urmila Devi Dasi,

| 1842 Bushy Cook Rd., Efland, NC

27243, (919) 563-4176.

'PROJECTS

Programs for Bhakti-Sastri and
Preacher Training by the Vaisnava
Institute for Higher Education,
Vrndavana, India. From mid-July to
the end of December, 1993. Six
months of instruction in preaching
(lecturing, debate, logic, and philo-
sophical issues that arise while

| preaching), the Bhakti-Sastri Degree

books (Bhagavad-gita, The Nectar of
Devotion, The Nectar of Instruction,

and Sri Isopanisad), Vaisnava eti-
quette, and memorizing slokas. Stu-
dents will also attend VIHE’s regular
courses during the Karttika semester
in Vrndavana. US$350 for room,
board, and course materials. To apply,
or for more information, write to
VIHE, Krishna Balaram Mandir,
Raman Reti, Vrindaban, District
Mathura, U.P. 281124, India.

Krsna consciousness for prisoners.
Correspond with prisoners who want
to become Krsna conscious. Donate
new or used books to our prison pro-
gram. Learn how to get books into
the prisons in your state. Let us know
if there’s a prisoner you'd like us to
contact. Write to Candrasekhara
Dasa, P. O. Box 819, Alachua, FL.

| 32615.

——— Gita Nagari Institute ——
Gita Nagari Farm, Port Royal, Pennsylvania—Fee: $160

(Couples are encouraged to attend the Institute together.
Special price for husband and wife: $240)

June 1-8, 1993:

Romapada Swami—7he Four Nutshell Verses of the Gita
Gunagrahi Goswami & Mahatma Dasa—Preaching Seminar
Dhanurdhara Swami—~Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 9:

The Most Confidential Knowledge
Bharatasrestha Dasa—Writing
Braja Bihari Dasa—7To be announced
Ravindra Svariipa Dasa—Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto One, Chapter 5:
Narada’s Instructions on Srimad-Bhagavatam to Vyasadeva
Vatsala Dasa—Vaisnava Music

June 4-6:
Christina Casanova—~Peer Counseling
Dr. Jai Dayal—Conversational Hindi

Tentative:
Caroline Constantine—/ndividual counseling, by appointment
(Instructor to be announced)—Vaisnava Cooking

Everyone is welcome!

If you plan to attend, please contact Romapada Swami,
305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, NY 11217.
Phone: (718) 624-8614.
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Alabama
Dothan:

Kirit Joshi, M.D.
(205) 793-2618

Arizona

Chino Valley:

Karin Goldman

PO. Box 2238

Chino Valley, AZ 86323

Mesa:
Vibhuti Srivastava
(602) 691-2963

California

To find out about programs
in Anaheim Hills, Corona,
Cerritos, Diamond Bar,
Granada Hills, Laguna
Niguel, Long Beach,
Redlands, Santa Ana, Simi
Valley, and other southern
California locations, call
Pavaka Devi Dasi at (310)
815-9501.

Grass Valley/ Nevada City:

Haripada Dasa & Phalini
Devi Dasi

(916) 432-2789

Ojai:

Mayesvara Dasa & Urvasi
Devi Dasi

(William & Joan Roberts)

(805) 640-0405

Philo:
Unlimited Devotion
(707) 895-3656

Placentia:
Sri Radha Raman Temple
(714) 996-7262

Santa Rosa:

Jagannatha Puri Dasa &
Tripurari Devi Dasi

Bus. phone: (707) 526-7211

Three Rivers:
Ramananda Raya Dasa
Bhaktivedanta Village
(209) 561-3281

Florida

Cocoa:

Bhagavata Dharma Dasa &
Syama Devi Dasi

(407) 633-7664

RESOURCES

They and their friends

hear from you.

GATHERINGS

Perhaps the nearest temple is too far away and you
wish there were some place closer you could go to.
Perhaps you'd like to meet others in your area who
are interested in Krsna consciousness.

If so, get in touch with the people listed here.

regularly gather in their

homes—or they want to start. They’ll be happy to

If you'd like to be added to the list, please send
your name, city, and phone number to: Gatherings,
BTG, P. O. Box 90946, San Diego, CA 92169, USA.

In each issue we’ll add new gatherings and list
as many old ones as space allows.

Tampa/Zephyrhills:
Bhaktin Kim McLaughlin
(813) 689-7272

Ft. Myers/Naples:
Rasatala Dasa
(813) 463-1057 or 4870

Georgia

Augusta

Rama Raghava Dasa &
Ananga-lata Devi Dasi

(Rakesh & Ana Sharma)

(404) 738-2159

Hawaii
Haiku:
Caitanya Vaisnava Sanga

(808) 572-9588

Keaau:

Mahaksa Dasa or Madhu
Kantha Dasa

(808) 966-4738

Ninole:

Adi Karta Dasa or
Kirtana Rasa Disi

P.O. Box 108, Ninole,
HI 96773

Kansas

Lawrence:

Ankota Dasa & Gopimata
Devi Dasi

(913) 865-5080

Maryland

Silver Spring:

Mr. & Mrs. Sankhla &
Jahnavi Devi Dasi

(301) 236-0564

Silver Spring:

Krsna Bhakta Dasa &
Vrnda Devi Dasi

(301) 384-9462

Silver Spring:
Anuttama Dasa
(301) 236-4717

Massachusetts
Northampton/Amherst:
Bharatasrestha Dasa &

Dina Daya Devi Dasi
(413) 256-0839

Quincy:

Charran Mahadeo
(Caitya Guru Dasa)
(617) 471-7911

Montana

Belgrade:

Peter Levine (ISina Dasa)
(406) 388-1062

Nevada
Henderson:
Margaret Dvorak
(702) 454-1215

New York

Buftfalo:

Mahavegavati Devi Dasi
(716) 873-0647

Corona (Queens):
Sivaradhya Dasa (Nikhil

N. Trivedi) & families
(718) 639-6580
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Lockport:

Jagannatha Dasa & Vrndarani
Devi Dasi

(716) 438-0261

New York:

Avenue A, between 13th and
14th Streets

Nanda Dasa & Ghanasyama
Dasa

(212) 982-3501

North Carolina

Belmont:

Kantilal & Sashila Patel

(Satyavrata Dasa & Krsna
Kumari Devi Dasi)

(704) 825-3753

Fayetteville:
Dayavira Dasa
(919) 425-6861

North Dakota
Esmond:

Randolph Schwab
(Ranga Ranjana Dasa)
(701) 249-3233

Oregon

Eugene:

Seva Niketan Asram
Swati Dasi

(503) 343-5210

South Carolina
Orangeburg:

Sam & Savita Patel
(B03) 534-5368

West Virginia
Parkersburg:

Pramod & Mala Mathur
(304) 295-8362

Canada

Hamilton, Ontario:

Bhakti Yoga Center

Kuticaka Dasa & Tulasi
Devi Dasi

(416) 523-6209

France

Paris:

Centre Culturel Hare Krishna

18 Rue de Fosses Saint
Bernard 75005, Paris

(1) 40469523



GENERAL

Prasadam restaurant business for sale.

$39,500 firm. Includes bhoga inven-
tory. Govinda’s Veggie Buffet—opu-
lent, fully equipped, established Feb-
ruary 1990. Dinner only, five days a
week. Currently operated by and sole
support for one couple earning $2.260
/month gross, and one dishwasher
earning $960/month gross. Potential
exists for three meals, seven days a
week. 1002 E. Ojai Avenue, Ojai, CA
93023. Contact Urvasi Devi Dasi for
details. Phone: (805) 640-0405.

Faith-building, inspirational book
being compiled. We need your story
or anecdote of Krsna acting in your
life to increase your faith in Him as
your well-wisher, protector, friend.
Examples are stories about Deities or
Prabhupada, how you came to Krsna,
how you have remained a devotee

RESOURCES

Gita Nagari Retreats

Port Royal, Pennsylvania

Like to learn more about Krsna
consciousness and how you can
apply it to your life?

Spend a weekend with other
Krsna devotees in a quiet, peace-
ful setting, away from the pres-
sures of modern life.

1993 Retreats

May 29-31
(Memorial Day Weekend)
September 4-6
(Labor Day Weekend)

To register, or for more informa-
tion, contact Romapada Swami,
305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn,
NY 11217. Phone: (718) 624-8614.

Advertisement

despite reverses, seeing Krsna in your
everyday life, etc. Send your stories or
write for information. Phone interviews
ok. Karpamrta Dasa and Arcana Siddhi
Dasi, 4309 Wilkens Ave. #C, Baltimore,
MD 21229, Phone: (410) 536-9448.

All-in-one 1993 Vishvahindu Calendar.
Essential, useful. Especially for Hindu
families. In ten languages, with holi-
days for Indian states and other coun-
tries of the world where Hindus live.
The ideal international Hindu calendar.
£3 or US$8, by air-mail from: L.J. Bhar-
adia, P. O. Box 43414, Nairobi, Kenya.
Phone: +254-2-228890. Fax: 211426.

Devotional supplies from Krishna
Culture. Books, audio, video, incense,

| deities, clothing, musical instruments.

80- page catalog—1000+ items—U.S.,
$3: foreign, $5 airmail. Wholesale
available. P. O. Box 12380, Philadel-
phia, PA 19119, U.S.A. Phone: (800)
829-2579.

SUBSCRIBE TO—————

Special offer for readers of Back to Godhead
6 videos—Only $85 (Regular price S99)

ISKCON Communications 1030 Gund Ave., Son Diego, CA 92109, USA

Communications for S85*.

I NTSC (N, America, Jopan) [ PAL {most other countries)

[ YES! Please enter my é-video subscription fo HARE KRISHNA TODAY, I've enclased my check to ISKCON

[ I'm unable fo subscribe now, but plense send me the current issue. My check for 519 s enclosed.

I
I
|
| Please send my videos in the following format (check one):
I
I
I
I

Nome
FLEAGE AT
Address Aot
City and Stote lip Caunfry
* Prices inc'ude postage. Colifornia residents please odd 7.75% soles tox, Poyment in U funds, Offer axpires Dcember 31, 1993,

M G A e RO =
ISKCON Communications, 1030 Grand Ave., San Diego, CA 92109, USA

|
I
I
I
|
I
I

" HARE KRISHNA T ODAY

The Video News Journal from ISKCON Communications

Brightening your TV with worldwide news of the Hare Krishna movement.
Get up-to-date video coverage of the lafest in ISKCON—from Moscow to Mayapur, Sydney to Singapore, Boston fo Bombay.
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The Hare Krsna Calendar

Month of Madhustdana (April 7-May 6)

MAY
2—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

3—Rukmini Dvadasi, the appearance anniversary of Sri-
mati Rukmini Devi, the consort of Lord Krsna as Dvaraka-
disa, the Lord of Dvaraka.

4—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Jayananda Prabhu,
a dedicated follower of Srila Prabhupada who helped him
bring the Rathayatra festival to the Western world.

5—Nrsimha Caturdasi,
the appearance anniver-
sary of Lord Nrsimha-
deva, Lord Krsna’s half-
man, half-lion incarna-
tion. Fasting till noon,
followed by feasting.

6—Appearance anniver-
sary of Srila Madha-
vendra Puri, spiritual
master of Lord Cai-
tanya’s spiritual master. e g
A\p’pt:a I‘E!ﬂC(-:‘ FUMIMSIR RIS % rsna brings milk to Srila Madha-
of Srila Srinivasa Acar- ., g Puri

ya, a follower of the six

Gosvamis of Vrndavana. Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Paramesvara Puri, an associate of Lord Caitanya.

Month of Trivikrama (May 7-June 4)

10—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Ramananda Raya,
an intimate associate of Lord Caitanya.

17—Apara Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

18— Appearance anniversary of Srila Vrndavana Dasa
Thakura, the author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, (a biogra-
phy on Lord Caitanya.

31—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Baladeva Vidya-
bhiisana, a prominent spiritual master in the Gaudiya
Vaisnava sampradaya (disciplic succession), and the author
of Govinda Bhasya, an important commentary on the
Vedanta-siitra. Appearance anniversary of Srimati Ganga-

Calendar is calculated for Sridham Mayapur, West Bengal,
India. Dates may vary for other locations. Consult your
local Hare Krsna temple for the exact dates for your area.

mata Gosvamini, a prominent woman spiritual master in

the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.

JUNE

1—Bhima Nirjala Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

_ 2—Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami’s chipped-rice-and-

vogurt festival at Panihati.
4—Snana Yatra, the bathing festival of Lord Jagannatha.

Disappearance anniversary of Srila Mukunda Datta and
Sridhara Pandita, two great devotees of Lord Caitanya.

Month of Vamana (June 5-July 4)

14—Disappearance anniversary of Sti Srivasa Pandita, one
of the principal associates of Lord Caitanya.

16— Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

| 20—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Gadadhara
| Pandita, one of the principal associates of Lord Caitanya.
| Also, disappearance anniversary of Srila Bhaktivinoda

Thakura. Fasting till noon, then feasting.
21—Gundica-marjana. Festival of cleansing the Gundica
temple in Jagannatha Puri, India. Lord Jagannatha’s
Rathayatra in Jagannatha Puri. Also, disappearance
anniversary of Srila Svaripa Damodara and Srila Siv-
ananda Sena, intimate associates of Lord Caitanya.

30—Sayana Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.

JULY

4—Disappeardance anniversary of Srila Sanatana Gosvami,

| one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana. First month of

Caturmasya begins (fasting from green leafy vegetables).

Month of Sridhara (July 5-August 2)

9—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami, one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

12—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Lokanatha
Gosvamli, a great devotee of Lord Caitanya.

15—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and beans.
29—Pavitropana Ekadasi, fasting from grains and beans.

Jhulana Yatra (swing festival) of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda
begins.
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O Vaisnava Soul!

by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

. .._..__*

Alas, for those who spend their days
In festive mirth and joy.

The dazzling, deadly, liquid forms
Their hearts fore’er employ.

The shining bottles charm their eyes
And draw their heart’s embrace;
The slaves of wine can never rise
From what we call disgrace.

Was man intended to be

A brute in work and heart?

Should man. the Lord of all around,
From common sense depart?

Man'’s glory is in common sense
Dictating us the grace,

That man is made to live and love
The beauteous Heaven’s embrace.

The flesh is not our own, alas,

The mortal frame a chain;

The soul confined for former wrongs
Should try to rise again.

Why then this childish play in that
Which cannot be our own;

Which falls within a hundred years
As if a rose ablown.

Our life is but a rosy hue

To go ere long for naught;

The soul alone would last fore’er
With good or evil fraught.

How deep the thought of times to be!
How grave the aspect looks!

And wrapt in awe become, O, we,
When reading Nature’s books.

Man'’s life to him a problem dark,
A screen both left and right;

No soul hath come to tell us what
Exists beyond our sight.

But then a voice, how deep and soft,
Within ourselves is felt,

Man! Man! Thou art immortal soul!
Thee Death can never melt.

For thee thy Sire on High has kept
A store of bliss above,

To end of time, thou art Oh! His—
Who wants but purest love.

O Love! Thy power and spell benign
Now melt my soul to God;

How can my earthly words describe
That feeling soft and broad?

Enjoyment, sorrow—what but lots
To which the flesh is heir?

The soul that sleeps alone concludes
In them it hath a share.

And then, my friends, no more enjoy
Nor weep for all below;
The women, wine, and flesh of beasts
No love on thee bestow.

But thine to love thy brother man

And give thyself to God,

And God doth know your wages fair—
This fact is true and broad.

Forget the past that sleeps and ne’er
The future dream at all,

But act in times that are with thee
And progress thee shall call.

But tell me not in reasoning cold
The soul is made alone

By Earth’s mechanic lifeless rules
And to destruction prone.

My God who gave us life and all
Alone the soul can kill,

Or give it all the joys above

His promise to fulfill.

So push thy onward march, O soul,
Against an evil deed,

That stands with soldiers Hate and Lust—

A hero be indeed.

Maintain thy post in spirit world

As firmly as you can,

Let never matter push thee down—
O stand heroic man.

O Saragrahi Vaisnava soul,
Thou art an angel fair;

Lead, lead me on to Vrindaban
And spirit’s power declare.

There rest my soul from matter free
Upon my Lover’s arms—

Eternal peace and spirits love

Are all my chanting charms.

June 20 marks the anniversary of the passing of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, a great spiritual teacher and the father of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, the spiritual master of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
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Great Tastin ng,
Healthful Cooking!

amuna Devi, who writes

Back to Godhead’s JUST

“Lord Krishna’s Cuisine” S e / _ Wl /07 s p
column, is the award-winning TN W = ' s oo
author of Lord Krishna’s Cui- iy ) . -
sine: The Art of Indian Veg- _
etarian Cooking. In her new
book, Yamuna’s Table, she
draws on the cuisines of
many traditions, combining
Indian ingredients with
Western natural foods.
Yamuna’s Table gives new
life to healthy Indian
dishes prepared in con-
temporary kitchens.
Practical and in-
spiring, Yamuna’s Table
is peppered with use-

Plus $2.50 postage
and handling

NEW From Yamuna Devi!
Yamuna’s Table

Healthful Vegetarian Cuisine
Inspired By the Flavors of India

e 336 pages
* More than 200 recipes

other more Weslern recipes.
Running the gamut from
no-fuss, one-pot vegetarian

What the reviewers say about

Yamuna’s Table: ful historical tidbits and meals to more elaborate
' hands-on techniques that help presentations, Yamuna’s Table
“Daring, fresh, and flavor- transform everyday Western is more than just a versatile
packed recipes.” dishes into exotic, healthy addition to the kitchen. It’s a
—Lorna J. Sass, author of Recipes entrées. Favorite Indian book that promotes well-
from an Ecological Kitchen dishes, including chutneys, being and good health while
“With an inventive flair, Yamuna yogurt soups, curries, and building a delicious bridge

spicy sauces, are adapted to between Eastern cuisine and

Devi has deftly wedded an I : :
crepes, salads, appetizers, and Western ingredients.

ancient culinary tradition to
modern techniques and ingre-
dients . . . a valuable contribution
to lighter, healthier eating.”
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Back to Godhead r 0. Box 430, Alachua, FL 32615

—Jeanne Lemlin, author of
Quick Vegetarian Pleasures

YES! Please send me Yamuna'’s Table at $23 plus $2.50 for postage and

handling.
“Yamuna's Table unites a gentle, I have enclosed my check or money order for book(s) at $25.50 each,
healing cuisine with our contem- a total of § S
porary health and environment N
_ : : S Name
concerns. These inspirational : (PLEASE FRINT)
recipes will tease and satisfy your Address
taste buds!” ; :
City State Zip

—Brother Ron Pickarski,
author of Friendly Foods

For shipping cost of orders outside the U.S., contact Back to Godhead at the above address or
phone (904) 462-7794,
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Festival of India & Rathayatra Is Coming to Town!

1993 Summer Schedule

June 12-13 Panihati & Fest. of India—Atlanta

June 19 Rathayatra—New York City

June 26-27 Rathayatra—Boston

July 10-11  Rathayatra—Montreal

July 17-18  Rathayatra—Toronto

July 24-25  Rathayatra—Los Angeles

Aug. 1 Rathayatra—San Francisco

Aug. 10 Janmastami—Vancouver

Aug. 11 S.P. Vyasa-Puja—Vancouver

Aug. 14-15 Rathayatra—Vancouver

Aug. 21-22 Rathayatra—Boulder

Sept. 11 Rama Vijayotsava & Fest. of
—Spanish Fork, Utah

India

Schedule may change. To confirm dates or for more information, call or write:
Festival of India, RR 1, Box 96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, U.S.A. / Phone: (919) 593-8108

From our 1992 summer

tour, Festival of India presents

Rathayaira 1992—O0nly the Best

Now you can bring the bliss of the
Rathayatra festival into your own home!

Vaivasaki Dasa at the 1992 Los Angeles Rathayatra festival.

R}.‘ha_}-ﬁﬂﬁ 1992—Only the Best is a three-tape set (two 60-minute,

7 afestivalsin

ancouver, and

2 _ ] itsala Dasa,

Mandali Bhadra Dasa, and Parasatya Dasa. Available only from the
Festival of India.

Festival of India

RR 1, Box 96, Sandy Ridge, NC 27046, U.S.A.

for sets of Rathayatra 1992—Only the Best

Address

City

State/County/Province

Zip/Postal Code Country

*Price inclu ving in the LS. For airmail to Canada add 10%:; to Europe,
30%: to the of the world, 50%.




