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Statement of Purposes

Back to Godhead, the magazine of the Hare Krsna
movement, is a cultural presentation to respiritualize
human society. It aims at achieving the following
purposes:

1. To help all people distinguish more clearly
between reality and illusion, spirit and matter,
the eternal and the temporary.

2. To present Krsna consciousness as taught in
Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To help every living being remember and serve
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Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead.

To offer guidance in the techniques of spiritual life.

To expose the faults of materialism.

. To promote a balanced, natural way of life,

informed by spiritual values.

. To increase spiritual fellowship among all living

beings, in relationship with Lord Sri Krsna.

. To perpetuate and spread the Vedic culture.
. To celebrate the chanting of the holy names of

God through the sankirtana movement of Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
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FROM TI

= EDITOR

HISTORY AND THE MACHINERY OF WAR

AMERICA AND HER ALLIES have
plunged into war with Iraq. As you
read these words, the war may well
be over, and the land of the Tigris
and Euphrates, the ancient “cradle
of civilization,” may by now be a
bombed-out graveyard.

In the newspapers, words blow
around like sand in a Middle East-
ern desert. Saddam Hussein is “a
madman,” America “can’t tolerate
aggression,” the “international com-

munity” demands that “the sover- |

eignty of Kuwait” be restored.
Meanwhile—more sand—Iraq calls
for “peace, stability, and security
in the region” and vows that its en-
emies will “swim in their own
blood.”

Beneath all the sand, of course,
lies oil. The machinery of progress
runs on it, billionaires swim in it,
and leaders of nations are ready to
fight for it, like dogs fighting over
territory, bitches, and bones.

For that precious oil of progress,
armies growl and bite, at once both
aggressive and helpless, locked into
their maneuvers by another kind of
machinery, subtle, unseen, its wheels
and gears turning to the vast and
exquisite movements of time.

Whirring and humming, that ma-
chinery works everywhere, shuttling
living beings from one lifetime to
the next, weaving themin and out of
history.

Someone becomes a Hussein,
someone a Bush, someone a name
on a dog tag. And each with a body
destined, war or no war, for a slot at
the end as a corpse.

Andthenanewbody,anewname.
More sand, more history.

This is the history of forgetful-
ness, a story stretching back to be-
fore there was America, before
Kuwait and Iraq, before Mesopo-
tamia. Before sand, before oil. It
is the history of forgetfulness of
Krsna.

It’s the history of tiny sparks of

' Krsna, servants of Krsna, who for-
| get that they are servants and crave

to be masters. And soon we find
them in the headlines, struggling for
mastery over land and oil.

Yet the land and oil belong to
Krsna, so the would-be masters can
only be master thieves, bickering
over how to divide fairly the lands
they have stolen to exploit and en-
joy. The true enjoyer is Krsna, and
we will enjoy when we serve Krsna,
using everything to give pleasure to
Him.

For it is Krsna—not the politi-
cians and dictators of this world—
who is the true friend, the eternal
friend, of all living beings. It is He
who can free us from the cycle of
birth and death.

The Bhagavad-gitasaysthat when
we know Krsna as the supreme
owner, the supreme enjoyer, and
the supreme friend of all, then we

| can have peace.

Otherwise, we can gear up our
war machines. And the greater
machinery of nature, whirring and
humming away unseen, will have us
blast one another to our next life-

| times with our own tools.

—Jayadvaita Swami
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Accepting Srila Prabhupada

Can I accept Swami Prabhupada as my
spiritual master even though I have not
had the opportunity to meet with himin
person because I was too young? Can I

be accepted as a devotee of Swami |

Prabhupada through his teachings left
in his books?

Tom Martin

Lake Geneva, Florida

OURREPLY: Srila Prabhupada lives on
among us through his teachings. So by
accepting these teachings we accept him
as our spiritual master. Still, one essen-
tial teaching he gave us is that to be-
come fully Krsna conscious one must
acceptinitiation from a spiritual master
still physically present in this world.
Therefore, to get the full benefit of

Krsna consciousness, one should try to

find a bona fide spiritual master in the
disciplic succession and receive initia-
tion from him.

The spiritual master initiates dis-
ciples during his physical presence, and
after his departure his disciples initiate.
In this way the disciplic succession con-
tinues. By becoming a disciple of Srila
Prabhupada’s disciple, one becomes
linked with Srila Prabhupada and with
the entire disciplic succession, all the
way back to Lord Krsna Himself.

Send Your Library
Back to Godhead

I’d like to help put BTG in libraries, by

Krsna’s grace. Let me know what to do.
Candrasekhara Dasa
Vallejo, California

OUR REPLY: We are most eager for
libraries to have subscriptions to BTG.
You can visit your local library and
suggest that the librarian subscribe. You
may give a gift subscription to your
library. Or you may like to sponsor
subscriptions for several libraries.

You can sponsor library subscrip-
tions at the special rate of $13.00. Just

L ETTERS

send us a list of the libraries you’d like
the subscriptions to go to, or let us pick
them for you. Send your payment and
list to Arcita Dasa, c¢/o BTG, P.O. Box
90946, San Diego, CA 92169.

Back to Godhead
On Death Row

I write from Death Row. Here, what
little one has is used to write, to prepare
legal briefs, to stay in contact with a
world spiraling away. BTG is to one
such as I a luxury. If your resources
allow you to provide a gratis subscrip-
tion, I would truly appreciate it.

M. A. Jamal

Huntingdon, Pennsylvania

OUR REPLY: Done.

Who Is an Aryan?

One definition of Aryan is a spiritually
advanced person. Butdoesit also desig-
nate a particular race of humans? If not,
then can a black or an oriental person
be considered an Aryan?

Ketan Trivedi

Floral Park, New York

OUR REPLY: According to the Sanskrit
dictionary of Monier-Monier Williams,
the word arya derivesfrom the root word
ar (aryanti), meaning “to praise.” The
Aryans, then, are the praiseworthy,
honorable, respectable people, the

| people advanced inspiritual culture and

understanding.

Historically, the land between the
Himalayas and the Vindhya Hills was
called Aryavarta because its people fol-
lowed the principles of Aryan civili-
zation. Sometimes the word Aryan
is also used for the nations of Indo-
European stock, who are said to have
descended from the ancient king Yayati.

But the main meaning of Aryan, as
you have mentioned, is “spiritually
advanced.” And spiritual advancement

| is open to anyone.

In particular, anyone can become
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| advanced in spiritual knowledge and

culture by chanting the holy name of the
Lord. Asstated in Srimad-Bhagavatam
(8:83.7);

aho bata sva-paco ‘fo gariyan
yaj-jihvagre vartate nama tubhyam

tepus tapas te juhuvuh sasnur arya
brahmanticur nama grnanti ye te

According to this verse, a person
who always chants the holy name of the

| Lord is glorious, even if born in a de-

graded family of dog-eaters. Such a
person is understood to have already
performed all the Vedic austerities and
sacrifices, bathed in all the sacred riv-
ers, and studied all the Vedas. Such a
person is factually an Aryan.

And, in contrast, if a person born in
anexalted family gives up the principles
of spiritual realization, he becomes a
non-Aryan,as mentionedin Bhagavad-
gita (anarya-justam asvargyam).

To be an Aryan, then, is not the
exclusive privilege of a particular race.
Anyone, from any race, any family, or
any country of the world, can become
an Aryan. The factual Aryans are those
who always chant the holy name of the
Lord.

Well Done

I find BTG completely transformed
into an interesting and lively magazine
which makes me want to be a devotee
and encourages me to think more

; positively about ISKCON. I think your

time has been well spent on revitalising
it, and I congratulate you on a job well
done.
Ranchor Dasa
London, England

Stop Blaming ISKCON

I was taken aback not by the subject

| matter of “The Role of Women Today

in ISKCON” [BTG January/February]
but by the presentation. The sometimes
(please turn to page 55)






RISKY
EDUCATION

Where does the search for knowledge lead
when the scholars we follow are hollow?

FROM THE TEACHINGS OF
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acdarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

e o @

$ HEN SANATANA GOSVAMI left his government post and came to Caitanya
Mahaprabhu for the first time, he asked the Lord, “What is education?’ Al-
though Sanatana Gosvami knew a number of languages, including Sanskrit, he

still inquired about real education.

““The general populace calls me highly educated,” Sanatana Gosvami told the Lord,
‘and I am such a fool that I actually believe them.’

“The Lord replied, ‘Why should you not think you’re well educated? You're a great
scholar in Sanskrit and Persian.’

“*That may be,” Sanatana Gosvami said, ‘but I know neither where I've come from nor
where I'm going. People are calling me educated, and when they call me a great scholar
I am satisfied, but in truth I am such a great fool that I know not what I am.’

“Sanatana Gosvami was actually speaking for all of us, for thisis our present situation. We

COMPILED BY DRUTAKARMA DASA
AND JAYADVAITA SWAMI
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“Modern educators do not know the aim of human life;
they are simply concerned how to develop the economic
condition of their countries or of human society.”

may be proud of our academic educa-
tion, but if asked what we are, we are
not able to say.”!

In recounting this incident, Srila
Prabhupada makes clear the defect he
saw in modern education: it values
mundane knowledge but offers hardly a
clue to one’s real identity.

“Everyone is under the conception
that this body is the self, but we learn
from Vedic sources that this is not so.
Only after realizing that we are not
these bodies can we enter into real
knowledge and understand what we
actually are. This, then, is the beginning
of knowledge.”

Srila Prabhupada further explains,
“Above the senses is the mind, and
above the mind is the intelligence, and
above the intelligence is the soul. Thus
the aim of real education should be self-
realization, realization of the spiritual
values of the soul. Any education that
does not lead to such realization must
be considered avidya, or nescience.”*

But today nescience prevails.

“Especially in the present age, every
man is in darkness, in the bodily con-
ception of life, not knowing anything of
the spirit soul and its needs. Misguided
by the blind leaders of society, people
consider the body to be everything, and
they are engaged in trying to keep the
body materially comfortable. Such a
civilizationis condemned becauseitdoes
not lead humanity toward knowing the
real goal of life.”

A Doggish Mentality

“If one does not ask, ‘Who am I?
What is the goal of my life?’ but instead
follows the same animal propensities as
cats and dogs, what is the use of his
education?

*As cats, dogs, and other animals,
not knowing their true interest in life,
become increasingly involved in igno-

rance, the so-called educated person
who does not know his own self-interest
or the true goal of life becomes increas-
ingly involved in materialism.”?

“We see materialistic persons busily
engaged in economic development all
day and all night, trying to increase
their material opulence, but even if
we suppose that they get some benefit

fromsuchendeavors, that doesnotsolve |
the real problem of their lives. Nor do |

they know what the real problem of
life is.”®

The real problem, Srila Prabhupada
teaches, is how to get free from the
miseries of material existence. These
miseries—principally birth, death, dis-
ease, and old age—come with the body
but are foreign to the soul. The aim of
life, then, should be to get free from
these miseries and be restored to one’s
true spiritual nature.

But this is not what concerns our
schools, colleges, and universities.

“Modern educators do not know the
aim of human life; they are simply con-
cerned with how to develop the eco-
nomic condition of their countries or of
human society.”’

“Modern university education prac-
tically prepares one to acquire a dog-
gish mentality with which to accept the
service of a greater master. After finish-
ing a so-called education, the so-called
educated persons move like dogs from
door to door with applications for some
service,and mostly they are driven away,
informed of no vacancy. As dogs are
negligible animals and serve the master
faithfully for bits of bread, a man serves
a master faithfully without sufficient
rewards.”®

Where Is the Science
Of the Spirit?

Srila Prabhupada contrasts this sort
of training with the training offered by
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the Vedic culture.

“The Vedic civilization is based on
spiritual education, and spiritual edu-
cation is the special basis on which
Bhagavad-gita was spoken to Arjuna.
In the beginning of Bhagavad-gita,
Krsna instructed Arjuna to understand
that the spirit soul is different from the
body.

dehino smin yatha dehe
kaumararm yauvanam jara

tatha dehantara-praptir
dhiras tatra na muhyati

‘As the embodied soul continually
passes, in this body, from boyhood to
youthtooldage, the soul similarly passes
into another body at death. The self-
realized soul is not bewildered by such
achange’ (Bg.2.13). Unfortunately, this
spiritual education is completely absent
from modern human civilization. No
one understands his real self-interest,
which lies with the spirit soul, not with
the material body.””

“There are so many departments of
knowledge all over the world and
many huge universities, but there is,
unfortunately, no university or educa-
tional institution where the science of
the spirit soul is instructed. Yet the soul
is the most important part of the body;
without the presence of the soul, the
body has no value. Still people are plac-
ing great stress on the bodily neces-
sities of life, not caring for the vital
soul.” v

Blind Professors

_ This stress on the needs of the body,
Srila Prabhupada teaches, is a sign of

absence of true education.
“Education means spiritual edu-
cation. To work hard in the bodily con-
ception of life, without spiritual edu-
cation, is to live like an animal . .. .""
(please turn to page 56)



LAST WEEK MARKED the grand
opening of the second ISKCON
temple in Trinidad. It’s not a huge
temple, but it has a high-ceilinged
kirtana hall and separate rooms for
men’s and women’s asramas. The
neighbors come in the evenings for
arati and lectures.

Last night I asked the temple presi-
dent, Rajarsi Dasa, for a lecture topic
suitable for the people of Trinidad. He
said they like to hear about how
forces such as the government mislead
people and how to practice Krsna
consciousness in the Age of Kali.

Taking that as a cue, I chose the
verse that says that the Bhagavatam is
“as brilliant as the sun.” And I also
spoke on the verse praising Vyasa-
deva for composing the “satvata-
samhita,” or book of knowledge about
the Supreme Truth, to free people
from miseries in the Age of Kali.

It’s easy to speak here because the
people know “Hindu” philosophy and
expect to hear Sanskrit verses. They
respect the Vedic line of teaching
coming from Srila Prabhupada. So
you can repeat the same examples
Srila Prabhupada gave, and it doesn’t
bore them. For instance, last night a
guest asked me, “Why is it that many
people hear the Bhagavatam but don’t
find it relishable?” So I replied that
they are licking the outside of the
bottle of honey; they are unwilling to
take the Bhagavatam's teachings to
heart.

Today I asked Rajarsi for another
topic for a Trinidad audience. He said
that everyone respects the Bhagavad-
gita but they hear so many misinter-
pretations, so I might speak on the
actual conclusion of Bhagavad-gita.
With this hint, [ selected four popular
misinterpretations and pointed out
their shortcomings.

I may say that lecturing is easy, but
the devotees here know how hard it is
to persuade someone to become a

LESSONS FROM THE ROAD

Servingthe Vaisnavas

by Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami

serious practicing devotee. Trinidad is
a land of frivolous sense enjoyment,
even when the national economy is
down. The highway billboards for
Guinness Stout advertise “inner
strength.” Carnival and rum, pay cuts,
tax climbs, hodgepodge Hinduism,
calypso bacchanal—and hardly any-
one is interested in Krsna.

Yet because of some remnants of
Vedic culture, they come to our
temple and hear respectfully.

Sunday morning, Rajarsi asked me
to read selections of Srila Prabhupada
from Preaching Is the Essence and
comment on them. I have come to
think that everything in Krsna con-
sciousness is part of preaching. The
distribution of books is the front line,
but even private practices, even how a
husband and wife get along together
in Krsna consciousness, is part of the
preaching mission.

People want to see whether the
Krsna consciousness movement is
sincere or hypocritical. So even the
way we walk or dress or how we deal
with merchants is preaching. No one
need feel guilty that he or she is not
preaching; everyone can take part in
some way.

Prabhupada speaks of “an organ-
ized effort to turn the citizens into
devotees of the Lord.” So there must
be deliberate work to give them books
and invitations to practice Krsna con-
sciousness. Initiated devotees also
need to be sustained by sharing Krsna
consciousness, encouraging one
another. All this is preaching. If we
keep spiritually alive, we're always
preaching.

After I read from Preaching Is the
Essence, one devotee told me how
while out preaching he had been chal-
lenged. We devotees, someone had
said, are not really compassionate; we
only preach in hopes that we will get
good karma.

[ replied that the scriptures speak
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of devotees as para-duhkha-duhikhi,
unhappy over the unhappiness of
others. And even if a neophyte doesn’t
have compassion in his heart but
preaches out of duty—to be blessed
by his guru and Krsna—that is not
wrong.

Another devotee asked, “Does a
preacher’s compassion have limits?
How about when people are inimical?”

I said that great preachers such as
Lord Jesus Christ and Lord Nityananda
Prabhu had no limit to their compas-
sion. They were ready to give their
lives. On the other hand, it’s natural to
preach where preaching is favorable.
We shouldn’t needlessly preach the
glories of the Lord to the faithless or
inimical.

Another question: “How do we
understand that within the spiritual
master’s order is the potency to carry it
out?”

[ said that this potency is something
for the devotee to earn. For example,

a geologist may say that within a
certain area of earth, rubies are pres-
ent. This doesn’t mean that as soon as
we scratch the ground we get gems. We
have to work hard and dig. In spiritual
life, as soon as you begin you benefit.
But to fully realize the potency of the

| guru’s order, we have to give our full
|
surrender.

In the life of Srila Prabhupada we
see this in perfection. When Srila

. Prabhupada was a young man, his

spiritual master told him to become a
preacher. Yet Prabhupada had to wait
many years in household life. Then
when he tried to spread Krsna con-
sciousness, he went through many
rejections. But Prabhupada writes,
“Success or failure has no meaning for
the pure devotee, who is like a soldier
on the field.” And in time success came
to him in spreading Krsna conscious,ﬁ
ness worldwide.

The devotees liked when I stressed
that preaching in Trinidad should be



done especially by example. The
island has only a few million people,
so everyone knows what everyone
else is up to. When people see a
devotee they chant “Haribol.” We
have to act carefully so that they will
become more and more confident -
that the devotees are sincere, peace-
ful, and realized in love of God. We
have to beg for compassion to preach.
Otherwise maya will close in on us.
On Sunday afternoon we drove to
the other ISKCON temple in Trini-
dad. When I asked some of the
devotees what they thought would be
a fitting topic for the Sunday lecture,
they suggested I advise the congre-
gation not to be critical of devotees.
At first [ was sorry [ had asked for
a suggestion. The topic sounded too
pointed. If the temple devotees have
some misunderstanding with their
congregation, I thought, why not call

INDIA IS HOME to many unsung
chefs. You find them in temple,
household. and restaurant kitchens.
They are unpublished, unpretentious,
and uninterested in fame or fortune.
Many work up to fifteen hours a day
in the kitchen yet still find time for
family and other obligations. One
such person was Bhavatarini De, Srila
Prabhupada’s younger sister.

Before I met her in Calcutta, I
learned of her through photographs
and stories. During Srila Prabhu-
pada’s first visit to San Francisco in
1967, he received numerous air letters
from India. A few of them, handwrit-
ten in Bengali and smelling faintly of
mustard oil, came from his sister. As
he sat in his rocking chair, he trans-
lated the letters into English, some-
times reflecting on his childhood
pastimes with her. On more than one
occasion, he spoke of her cooking
abilities, though I had no inkling of
her expertise. When a grainy black-
and-white group photo arrived one

LORD KRSNA’S CUISINE

Pishima, My Bengali ‘Aunt”

by Yamuna Devi

an open meeting to discuss it?

But, party politics aside, the theme
“don’t criticize devotees™ is impor-
tant. Srila Prabhupada always
defended his devotees from unfair
criticisms. And if we are going to
respect devotees, we should respect
not just those in the temple but the
guests also and anyone who renders
any devotional service. In Bhagavad-
gita Lord Krsna praises “even a little
advancement on this path.”

Aside from special requests from
temple presidents, a traveling
preacher is asked to speak on a
different Bhagavatam verse every day.
You don’t go around speaking your
own thing. One day you may arrive at
a temple where they’re reading from
the Second Canto about the universal
| form, and the next day, in another
| temple, they're talking about Krsna’s
rasa-lila. It’s a challenge to be flexible

day, she was easy to identify. Her face
bore a striking resemblance to Srila
Prabhupada’s.

In 1972, I finally met her in Cal-

cutta. She had come to visit her

brother and eat lunch, and I was the
cook. From her introduction as
Pishima (“auntie” in Bengali), a fes-
tive atmosphere ensued, the Bengali
conversation sprinkled with laughter.
They ate their meal seated on the
floor, the meal served on low tables
called chonkis. As I brought in an
array of Bengali courses, Srila
Prabhupada and Pishima critiqued the
dishes.

Interspersed in the Bengali
conversation was amicable joking
about everything from their childhood
kite-flying to her then ample girth
from too much of her own cuisine.
(She insisted it was all water.) As she
left, she assured me she would visit
Vrndavana in the fall and teach me
Bengali cooking.

Radha-Damodara temple, located
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and serve Krsna and the devotees as
the situation demands.

Sometimes you're put on the spot
by guests who want to debate their
doubts about Krsna conscious philo-
sophy, and sometimes the devotees
also express doubts. The preacher
himself is not always perfect or free
from doubts. But when he faithfully
represents the tradition and he
answers as he has heard from his
spiritual master and the scriptures, his
own faith grows.

And so the traveling sannyasi has
to serve wherever he goes, according
to his realization. Simply by serving
the Vaisnavas, the devotees, one is
molded into a serviceable preacher.

Satsvaripa Dasa Goswami is the
author of more than two dozen books,
including a six-volume biography of
Srila Prabhupada.

in Vrndavana’s Seva Kufja district, is
a small compound surrounded by
other buildings. The main gateway
opens onto a square courtyard front-
ing a central altar. Three sets of
Radha-Krsna Deities are installed on
the altar, the sixteenth-century
Radha-Damodara Deities of Jiva
Gosvami in the center. Since the early
sixties, Srila Prabhupada had kept
two rooms with an adjoining veranda
facing the courtyard. One was his
study and bedroom, the other a
kitchen.

When [ was entrusted with reno-
vating his quarters, I put in a low
brick wall dividing the kitchen into
two areas—one for cooking and
staples, the other for eating. Srila
Prabhupada would sometimes sit on a
low wooden seat against the longest
wall. From there he could observe the
cooking or gaze out a latticed window
overlooking the tranquil samadhi
tomb of Ripa Gosvami.

The day in October when Pishima
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arrived, she established herself in the
center of the cooking area. All of

the meals in Prabhupada’s Radha-
Damodara kitchen were prepared on
a single portable bucket stove—basic-
ally a metal bucket coated inside and
out with smooth dried mud from the
Yamuna River. Pishima sat stationary
on the floor in front of the stove,

rotating her body for a multitude of
tasks—chopping, kneading, mixing,
grinding, and braying—doing all the
work rhythmically with her deft
hands.

I asked questions in pidgin Bengali
and recorded her every technique and
instruction. What I didn’t understand
she expressed through gesture, facial
expression, and gray eyes that peered
through thick-rimmed glasses.

In two months she never made the
same dish twice. I surmised she hadn’t
ever made the same dish twice in her
seventy-plus years. Her cooking style
classic Bengali, she was the cook-
more-talk-less kind of cook who relies
on high-quality produce and native
ingredients. She didn’t feel the need
to define or create her cuisine; it was
timeless. Beyond the techniques of
the cooking itself, beyond even her
cleanliness and purity in cooking, her
food was fueled by devotion to the
Lord.

In my first week as an apprentice
she gave me the singular task of
grinding ingredients on a twenty-
pound stone mortar called a sil-batta.
Entering the kitchen daily with a

basketful of wild leaves and greens, I
made fresh herb and spice pastes to
season dishes of vegetables, rice, and
legumes. Pishima often gave me the
task of grinding soaked urad dal into

| avelvety smooth paste, which she

turned into savory fried dumplings
called bada. Or I ground pounds of

' blanched almonds to a paste for her

Pishima: She didn’t feel the need to define or create her cuisine. It was timeless.

pepper-and-camphor-laced laddu, a
kind of marzipan.

The second week I learned how to
make fires of coal and cow dung, the
next week coat the stove daily in mud,
and so on—all Pishima-style.

For an entire week she focused on
mustard oil. I returned daily from the
bazaar with bottle after bottle of
freshly pressed mustard oil, and she
rejected them all. Finally, going with
me on a shopping expedition, she
insisted that the oil be pressed from
black, not brown, seeds, yielding a
particular aroma and an amber-gold
hue. Inferior mustard oil coats the
tongue with an unpleasant, greasy
feel. When good, the oil is light on the
tongue, leaving the palate stimulated
and refreshed.

Her dishes with mustard oil
exploded with vitality from hot tones
reminiscent of pungent horseradish.
Sometimes she mixed this aromatic
oil with clarified butter for a less
assertive flavor.

Pishima’s culinary expertise could
easily be the matter of a cookbook. In
this short space, I can say very little.
But I've spent hours comparing class
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| notes with fellow students from the
| seventies, most prominently Srutirtipa

and Visakha. Perhaps one of us will

| take up the task of compiling her

recipes and presenting them with text
to illustrate her memorable Vaisnava
character and way of life.

Until that happens, here’s a sample
Pishima recipe from her Vrndavana
kitchen. She used this seasoning for a
sweet glaze she spooned over crispy
pan-fried cheese cutlets. I'm sure
youw’'ll find several uses for it in your
favorite dishes.

GINGER-CUMIN MASALA
WITH TELLICHERRY PEPPER

The warm flavor of this dynamic
seasoning is versatile. A few sugges-
tions: Mix a touch of it with melted
butter or virgin olive oil to season any
steamed vegetable, rice, or whole-
grain dish. You might whisk a little
into fresh lemon juice and oil for a
light vinaigrette. Or stir a little of the
seasoning into a finished bean dish
just before serving. One of my
favorites is to mix a little into diced,
roasted red bell peppers and yogurt
cheese as a dip for vegetable
crudités.

Makes about ' cup

I walnut-size piece of fresh ginger

3 tablespoons lightly toasted
cumin seeds

1 tablespoon peppercorns, preferably
Tellicherry

spring water, as necessary

| Peel and roughly chop the ginger

root. Place in a blender or stone mor-
tar and pestle and pound or process
until grated. Add the cumin and pep-
percorns and process until coarsely
ground. Add 3-4 tablespoons of
water and grind or process until the
ingredients are reduced to a loose
paste, using additional water as
necessary. (Can be kept refrigerated
in a jar for up to 2 weeks.)

Yamuna Devi is the author of Lord
Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian
Vegetarian Cooking.



SCHOOLING KRSNA’'S CHILDREN

LAST ISSUE I WROTE ABOUT what
is happening in ISKCON education.
Now comes the hard part: I want to
look a bit into the future and talk
about what we need for the school
system Srila Prabhupada wanted—
a Krsna conscious gurukula in the
modern world.

Guirukula means “the place of the
spiritual master.” A traditional
gurukula was the home of a learned
brahmana, where he gave shelter and
instruction to qualified and serious
students.

One problem we face now is that a
traditional gurukula doesn’t easily
mesh with modern society. Also,
ISKCON is an organization, so its
school system must develop in pace
with our whole institution.

While we may have many different
ideas on how to address these diffi-
culties, we must know what is essen-
tial and cannot be changed or left
out. We must know how to preserve
those indispensable features without
which we won’t have gurukula as
Prabhupada wanted it.

Fortunately, Srila Prabhupada told
us what a Krsna conscious school
must give its students. Whatever form
a school might take, this is what it
must do to fulfill our Founder-
Acdrya’s aims:

1. Gurukula must train students for
a lifetime of taking part in the Krsna
consciousness movement. (Since
taking part may take many forms,
ISKCON schools are likely to vary in
their teaching approaches.)

2. Gurukula must imbue students
with qualities that foster devotional
service, such as honesty, cleanliness,
humility, and austerity.

3. It should engage students in
practical service for Krsna. Especially,
it should train them in sadhana, the
devotional practices like hearing and
chanting about Krsna.

4. The gurukula must teach obedi-

| ence—especially through surrender to
the guru.

This fourth requirement is the
most controversial, because it goes
against the mood of the freewheeling
societies most of us have been
conditioned by—and also because it is
open to abuse.

The last decade of guru problems
in ISKCON has made surrender to
the guru a daunting prospect. But as
our Society has had to face this issue,
so must our schools. Getting past our
material attachments is impossible
without allowing the guru to mold us
into shape and harden us with the fire
of surrender.

Meeting these four requirements is
especially difficult now because we
lack the varndasrama social structure
Srila Prabhupada spoke of as “the
other fifty percent” of his mission, the
fifty percent he had not put in place
before he left. Now for us, his disci-
ples and followers, varnasrama
becomes a significant part of our
mission.

Varnasrama is the system that
offers each person an occupation to
fit his or her personal qualities. So
until our society functions within
| varnasrama, how can we design a
curriculum? We’re supposed to train
| students for meaningful employment
in Krsna consciousness. But without
varnasrama, what precisely do we
train them for?

Our present schools tend to train
students for a small range of engage-
ments in the temple environment. Or
they go to the other extreme and
operate as Westernized schools, “with
a little Krsna added.”

We must have communities of
ideal devotees. Otherwise, how do we
train our children in the saintly
qualities they need? We must have a
vibrant Krsna conscious culture, or
how shall we compete with the
excitement and apparent opportuni-
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Challenges We Face

by Sri Rama Dasa

ties of the urban-based culture of
maya?

Most of all, we need stable, exem-
plary devotees to serve as leaders for
our children, leaders who can earn the
respect that engenders voluntary
obedience and surrender.

Yet our educational system cannot
be light-years ahead of our Society.
We must be patient while ISKCON
matures, and we must gradually work
toward the ideal school system Srila
Prabhupada envisioned.

Meanwhile, though, we can’t give
up and turn our children over to
atheists, humanists, pseudo-
religionists, and other non-Vaisnavas.
Lord Caitanya strongly warned
against association with nondevotees.
How then can we justify making our
children disciples of people ignorant
of the most basic truths about life?

To build a school system is not an
easy task. In the modern context, it
usually calls for backing from the gov-
ernment or from a powerful church.
Nonetheless, it’s our duty to see that
each of our sons and daughters has
the opportunity to receive a good
education from another devotee of

| Krsna.

Despite some failures, we do have

| some successful Krsna conscious
| schools that can serve as examples of

various workable approaches. And
other options, such as home school-
ing, have also proven workable.
Parents and devotee leaders must
cooperate to design and carry out

| school programs in each community.

It’s not going to be easy.
In future issues, I hope to exchange

| ideas with you, our readers, on how to

fulfill this responsibility. Please send
your comments and questions to:

Sri Rama Dasa, Chairman
ISKCON Board of Education
3764 Watseka Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90034, U.S.A.



DEVOTEES TRY TO MOLD their lives
around Krsna. They know that when
they begin to love Lord Krsna, their
hearts will bloom like flowers in the
rising sun. So in the early-morning
stillness, long before the postman
comes, devotees are up, absorbed in
spiritual practices.

Picture the scene: Your five-year-
old daughter blows the conch shell to
signal the start of the arati.’? Family
members quickly finish dressing or
putting on filaka® and race into the
temple room.* Your seven-year-old
son picks up the mrdanga®—it’s his
turn to lead the singing. Your daugh-
ter, ringing a bell in her left hand, be-
gins to offer items to Krsna with ner-
vous concentration. Your baby moves
his arms happily as you carry him in
yours. Your spouse plays karatalas®
and sways to and fro with the rhythm
of the kirtana.” Perhaps another
family is visiting you. They join in and

BHAKTI-YOGA AT HOME

Good Mornings

by Rohininandana Dasa

play instruments, clap, and dance. The |

tempo builds. Your small temple
room begins to shake. A surprised
postman glances in at the window.

Can We Do It?

You may be thinking of your own
family and wondering,“Is a morning
program like this possible for us?”

Changes are often difficult to
make, you might think, especially one
like this. Perhaps you feel pitted
against inertia, your children’s reluc-
tance, or your own lack of confidence.
So start small, even if at first you're
alone trying to do something for
Krsna’s pleasure. Your decision is half
the battle. At first you could simply
offer a stick of incense and a flower to
a picture® as you sit before it chant-
ing Hare Krsna. Then you could read
alittle from Bhagavad-gita or Srimad-
Bhagavatam. The whole affair may
take only ten or fifteen minutes, but
it's a start.

Your family members may not
show much interest at first, but they
will sense your enthusiasm and com-
mitment. You can let them know how
important you feel Krsna conscious-
ness is, and how much it would mean
to share a little daily Krsna conscious
time with them. Once they begin to
try it, the difficulty and strangeness
will soon be forgotten. Krsna con-
sciousness is natural and easy.

Gauge the length of the different
aspects of your morning program by
the enthusiasm of your children—if
one day they aren’t enjoying the kir-
tana, end it quickly. They’ll feel relief
instead of pressure. Better things be
short and sweet than drawn out and
forced. You could break up a long
Srimad- Bhagavatam purport into
small portions, or paraphrase difficult
passages. Perhaps you could alternate
Srimad-Bhagavatam with days of
reading Prabhupdda Nectar.’ Any-
thing to hold interest. As Srila Ripa

| Gosvami prescribes, yena tena
| prakarena manah krsne nivesayet:

somehow or other fix your mind upon
Krsna.

Parents have a great challenge.
Children have largely been liberated
from the seen-and-not-heard ideol-
ogy. They feel a much greater sense of
equality with adults today and are less
fearful and suppressed. The “nuclear
family™ has dispensed with many
traditions in family interaction.

Now each family must establish its

| own mini-society. And parents must

clearly know what they are doing, and
why, especially in spiritual life. Force
a child and you risk losing him later.
Srila Prabhupada often cautioned his
disciples that the art of spiritual
leadership means to evoke—not stifle
or kill—a person’s inherent tendency
to serve and love Lord Krsna. So
don’t sacrifice the essence for external
ritual. If a child’s interest is awakened,
if he’s having fun, external things like
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obedience and regulation will easily
follow.

Visiting the Big Temple

Once you establish your small
temple at home, a visit to the big one
will become more significant. Your
children will feel less like spectators
and more like participants. If at home
they are accustomed to play karatalas
and myrdanga, offer arati, lead kirtana,
give class, chant japa,'” and help pre-
pare offerings of food for Krsna,
visiting a place where all these things
go on in grand style will inspire them
with fresh enthusiasm and ideas. Back

| home you may notice them singing a

new tune or developing their method
of offering arati.

In other words, your children will
see a pilgrimage to your local temple
not as an outing only slightly different
from a visit to a theater or circus, but
as part of what’s already their way of
life. The spiritual culture of Krsna
consciousness will be firmly rooted in
their hearts. And not only will you
feel satisfied to witness their spiritual
growth, but you will be fulfilling your
sacred duty as a parent—to give them
the best start in life. As it is said,
“Good beginnings make good
endings.”

NOTES
1. In bhakti-yoga these are known as
sadhana (literally, “the means by which to
attain something”™) or sadhana-bhakii, the
process of regulative devotional service,
which includes chanting Hare Krsna, wor-
shiping the Deity, studying scripture, and
S0 On.
2. A ceremony for worshiping the Deity
with offerings of incense, fans, flowers,
water, singing, music, and dancing.
3. Auspicious clay marks that sanctify a
devotee’s body as a temple of the Lord.
4. You may not have the space in your
home to dedicate a room solely for this
purpose. But try to make a temple in a



space within a room, a special area.

5. A double-headed drum designed to be
played while one dances.

6. Small brass or bell-metal cymbals.

7. Literally “glorification of the Lord.”
Devotees generally use the word to refer

ON A CARIBBEAN ISLAND, a
butterfly flutters briefly to the left
instead of to the right. As a result,
swirls of air produced by its wings
move in a slightly different way than
they would have. A few days later, a
hurricane gradually building force in
the Caribbean veers into the Florida
coast instead of heading out to sea.

Could the hurricane’s change in
course have been caused by the
altered flight of the butterfly?
According to Edward N. Lorenz of
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, the answer is yes.! Computer
simulations Lorenz has carried out
suggest that the flow of air in the
atmosphere may display the property
of “exponential instability.”

Because of this property, ex-
tremely small changes in the flow of
air can quickly be amplified until they
have a major impact on weather. This,
says Lorenz, makes short-range
weather hard to forecast, because
small changes, difficult to monitor,
could result in large-scale effects.

This unpredictability has been
called “deterministic chaos” because
it arises in systems that, from a mathe-
matical point of view, should be
strictly deterministic and predictable.
The idea of deterministic chaos gives
new ways of looking at the question
of God’s ability to act within the
framework of physical laws.

Newtonian Precision

During the seventeenth century, at |
the time of Isaac Newton, many Euro- |

to congregational singing accompanied
with instruments. as done in the temple or
on the street.

8. One can worship a picture of Krsna as
one’s household Deity.

9. Anecdotes about Srila Prabhupada

CIENCE: THE VEDIC VIEW

" The Clockwork
Universein Chaos

by Sadaputa Dasa

pean naturalists and philosophers
held that the material world was not
only created but directly controlled by
God. But the publication of Newton's
Principia heralded the soon to be
established view that everything in
nature happens in a rigidly deter-
ministic fashion, in accordance with
fixed mathematical laws.

Newton’s work confirmed an image
of reality that had been growing
prominent in Europe since the late
Middle Ages—the picture of the
universe as a machine like a vast
clock. According to this picture, there
are only three ways in which an
agency transcendental to the material
world could influence the behavior of
matter. These are (1) by directly
interfering with mechanical cause and
effect in the world-machine at various
times, (2) by programming the world-

| machine in the beginning of time to

unfold future history automatically,
and (3) by simply allowing events to
happen according to the mechanical
laws of cause and effect.

In case (3) the elements of inter-
ference and preprogramming are both
absent, and the only role of the tran-
scendental agency is to keep things
going by the laws. The viewpoint
summed up by option (3) is often
called deism. It contrasts with
atheism, which holds that events
unfold according to physical laws that
require no God to sustain them.

Newton himself felt that divine
intervention of type (2) was necessary
for the creation of the solar system.
The solar system, he thought, would
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compiled by Satsvaripa Dasa Goswami.
10. Meditational chanting on beads.

Rohininandana Dasa lives in southern
England with his wife and their three
children.

not have arisen on its own. Newton also
believed that intervention of type (1)
was necessary to keep the solar system
operating smoothly.

Many scientists and philosophers
rejected Newton's theistic arguments.
Newton'’s rival Leibniz, for example,
thought of God as a perfect clockmaker
who created the universal machine, set
it in motion, and then had no need to
intervene further in its operation.

In due course, the research of Pierre
de Laplace and J. L. Lagrange but-
tressed the views of Leibniz. Newton
had argued that the gravitational
influence of the planets on one another
would eventually perturb their orbits
to a degree demanding divine correc-
tion. Otherwise, the solar system would
fly apart. But Laplace and Lagrange
showed mathematically that in an
idealized Newtonian model of the
planetary system the orbits would
oscillate within fixed limits. So the
stability of the solar system would be
preserved.

As time went on, divine interven-
tions of type (2) also began to seem
more and more implausible. Newton
had argued that the regular arrange-
ment of the nearly circular planetary
orbits required the “divine arm.”? But
Laplace suggested that this regular
pattern may have formed naturally as
the planets condensed by physical
processes from a primordial nebula.
Even though Laplace did not fully work
out the mathematics of his hypothesis,
it carried the day and further limited
the scope allowed for God’s activity
within the universe.



God in the World
Of Modern Science

At present, as in the past, people
hold a wide range of opinions on the
relation between God and the ma-
terial world. But many theologians in
mainline denominations of Christian-
ity tend to embrace some version of
deism, which holds that God’s role in
the universe is limited to creating and
maintaining the laws of physics.

We will explore this view by exam-
ining the teachings of John Polking-
horne, formerly a professor of
theoretical physics at Cambridge
University. Polkinghorne, now presi-
dent of Cambridge and an Anglican
priest, is an articulate spokesman for
deism,

For Polkinghorne, the world is
“the expression of the will of a
Creator, subtle, patient, and content
to achieve his purposes by the slow
unfolding of process inherent in those
laws of nature which, in their regu-
larity, are but pale reflections of his
abiding faithfulness.”?

Everything works by the laws of
physics, but God sustains these laws,
and indeed the universe would cease
to exist if He were to stop doing so.

Yet Polkinghorne also takes
religious experiences seriously and
accepts God as a “persuading,
sustaining, transforming presence in
the depths of our being.”* Here one
encounters a serious inconsistency in
Polkinghorne’s views.

What is the meaning of Polking-
horne’s statement that God acts as a
“transforming presence” in the depths
of our being? One might say the
transformations are simply internal.
But if the transformations brought
about by God’s presence do not affect
our words and actions in any measur-
able way, then in what sense are they
real or significant. Admitting that
God’s transforming presence does
affect our behavior, Polkinghorne
would say that these behavioral
changes are governed by the laws of
physics. But if they are governed by
the laws of physics, in what sense are
they caused by a divine presence?

If God can play a meaningful role
in people’s lives, it seems we must also
allow God to direct the flow of ma-
terial processes on a regular day-to-

day basis. And this would violate the
laws of physics.

Polkinghorne says of the laws of
atomic physics, “I could literally write
them down on the back of an enve-
lope. Yet the fact that they have such
remarkable consequences as you and
me speaks of the amazing potentiality
contained in their structure.”?

Polkinghorne holds that God
created the laws of physics with this
potentiality.

Granting this, one might suppose
that God also endowed these laws
with the potential to generate human
brains programmed to produce
religious experience.

One might then say that the
“transforming presence” in the depths

[ ]

material events unfold according to
deterministic physical laws and (2)
that a transcendental supreme being
is at work within the world. It is
simply not possible for both of these
ideas to be correct.

The root of this predicament is the
belief that the laws of physics are
deterministic. This belief began in
Newton’s era, and it persists today. Of
course, the quantum theory is famous
for introducing an element of indeter-
minism into physics. But as Polking-
horne points out, this indeterminism
does not allow for nonphysical
agencies to interact with living organ-
isms. So the problem still lies with the
determinism that seems inherent in
classical physics.

Many theologians in mainline
denominations of Christianity tend to
embrace some form of deism, which
holds that God’s role in the
universe is limited to creating and
maintaining the laws of physics.

of our being is a neural process
ordained by God when He first
selected the terms in the differential
equations of physics.

But is it meaningful to attribute
such physically generated “religious
experiences” to the presence of God?
If the interactions of charged particles
and electromagnetic fields are enough
to bring forth all these manifestations,
why bother to bring God into the
picture at all? It seems simpler and
more plausible to adopt the atheistic

| view: religious experience is just

another natural outcome of the
underlying laws of nature; and ideas
about God, though generated by
nature, are false.

A Positive Solution

Polkinghorne is grappling with an
impossible problem. He is committed
to two contradictory ideas: (1) that
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Classical determinism, however,
is an essentially illusory idea. It is not
an inherent feature of the mathemat-
ics and empirical predictions of
classical physics. Rather, it is an error
arrived at by generalizing from a
limited class of machines (such as
clocks). So Polkinghorne’s predica-
ment, and more generally the predica-
ment of Western spirituality during
the last three centuries, need never
have arisen.

This is where deterministic chaos
comes in. In classical physics, this
phenomenon is sufficiently wide-
spread to render the behavior of
many important systems completely
unpredictable. And this inherent

| unpredictability, as we will show,

simultaneously allows such systems to
(1) obey the classical equations of
motion within the limits of observa-
tional accuracy and (2) exhibit
patterns of behavior freely selected



from a wide range of options.
As a result, it is possible to re-

formulate classical physics so that (1)
the fundamental laws of dynamics
stay essentially the same, (2) the pre-
dictions of the theory stay the same

within the limits of observational

accuracy, and (3) the theory has an
element of indeterminism that allows

extensive control over the

generate preplanned patterns in ordi-
nary matter. In these figures we
consider a simple two-dimensional
model of a gas. The gas molecules are
represented by disks of equal mass,
which elastically collide with one
another and with the rigid walls of the
square chamber that encloses them.
It is easy to see intuitively why this

course of events. In this
form, the theory does not
conflict with the idea that the
phenomenal world is directly
controlled by a transcen-
dental being.

How Deterministic
Chaos Works
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To lay the groundwork for
our model, we must first
explain how deterministic
chaos works. The key to
understanding this is a phe-
nomenon called exponential
instability, and this can be
most readily explained by an
example.

Imagine firing a bullet at a
solid metal sphere a few c
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inches in diameter, and ima-
gine that the bullet will
bounce off the sphere. If
you're firing from a distance
of several yards, slightly

Figure 1. A collection of bouncing disks representing molecules

in a gas. The lines extending from the disks indicate the disks’
direction of motion; their lengths indicate the disks’ rate of motion.
Frames a—d represent snapshots of successive movements in time.

changing your aim can great-
ly affect the direction in
which the bullet bounces. If
you aim directly at the center
of the sphere, the bullet will
bounce back towards you.
But if you aim slightly off
center it will bounce off to
one side. The curvature of
the sphere amplifies the
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slight change in your aim,

and this greatly changes the
direction in which the bullet
bounces.

If there are several
spheres and the bullet
bounces from one to another,
the change grows greater
from bounce to bounce and
will quickly become enor-

d

mous. This is called exponen- ¢
tial amplification.

Figures 1 and 2 show how
such amplification can

Figure 2. The same collection of bouncing disks with slightly
different directions of motion in the initial frame, a. These changes
result in frame d, as explained in the text.
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system should exhibit exponential
instability. If two disks are about to
collide, the curvature of one will mag-
nify even a slight change in direction
by the other, just as we saw with the
bullet bouncing from the sphere.
After N collisions this magnification
will rise to the Nth power. In this way,
small changes in direction can quickly

have large effects.

To see what can happen,
consider Figure 1. The four
frames show the system of
bouncing disks at four
successive times. In each
frame the arrangement of
the disks seems random, as
we would expect for the
molecules of a gas.

In Figure 2 we start with
an initial arrangement that
looks the same as in Figure
1. But it’s slightly different:
the directions in which the
disks are moving have been
systematically rotated by
angles less than a millionth
of a degree (too small to
measure by observation).

As a result, by frame ¢
the arrangement of disks is
significantly different from
that in Figure 1, and in frame
d the disks have lined up
in an orderly pattern we
would not expect to find in a
system of randomly colliding
objects.

Now, let’s assume that the
disks in the model are about
the size of air molecules
(some 2 angstrom units in
diameter). And let’s say the
disks are moving at the same
average speed as air mol-
ecules at room temperature.
Then the time that would
elapse for the four frames in
Figures 1 and 2 would be
2.75 X 10-"" seconds. From
this we can see that when
suitable, extremely small
changes are made in the
motion of the disks, planned
patterns of organization can
develop quickly in this sys-
tem. There is every reason to
think that similar effects
could come about in real
systems of molecules.



The key to the exponential amplifi-
cation in our example is the nonlin-
earity in motion caused by the
curvature of the disks. It turns out
that in real physical systems such
nonlinearity is the rule rather than the
exception. We can therefore expect
exponential instability and unpredict-
able behavior to show up in a wide
variety of physical systems. Examples
reported thus far include:* the flow of
air and fluids in a wide variety of
situations; oscillating chemical reac-
tions; the beating of heart cells; a
large number of electrical and mecha-
nical oscillators; the dripping of fau-
cets; the Newtonian three-body
problem; models of nerve cells and
glial cells in the brain; and models of

epidemics, animal populations, and
economics.

The Unmanifest
And the Immeasurably Small

Deterministic chaos renders the
laws of classical physics flexible
instead of rigid and deterministic. So
without producing measurable devia-
tions from these laws, an unlimited
intelligence with direct control over
matter on a submicroscopic level
could guide the course of events
freely.

We can speak of this submicro-
scopic level as the “unmanifest,” since
it involves phenomena we cannot
directly perceive or measure. In the
classical models we are considering
here, the unmanifest is the domain of
immeasurably small changes in the
position and velocity of particles. In
other physical models (including
quantum mechanical systems) one can
also speak of an unmanifest level
involving extremely small changes in
the state of a system.

Our proposed change in the laws
of physics is simply this: on the mani-
fest, or measurable, level, leave the
laws as they are, but at the unmani-
fest, or unmeasurable, level, allow for |
intelligently directed changes. |

The All-Pervading Supersoul
|

To effectively control material phe-
nomena through action on the
unmanifest level, a controlling agency
would have to make minute but |

precisely coordinated adjustments in
the course of events at many points in
space and time. Traditional concep-
tions of God found in cultures all over
the world seem to allow for such
coordinated control. One of the great
perennial ideas of mankind is that
God, or some aspect of God, is
present everywhere in space and able
to perceive and act at all locations
simultaneously.

Polkinghorne retains a modified
form of this idea. According to
Polkinghorne, physical interactions
occur in the same way everywhere
because of the “abiding faithfulness”
of God, who acts everywhere to
sustain the laws of physics. Of course,
one might argue, it all God does is
sustain the laws of physics, why not

The Christian thinker Augustine,
writing in the fourth century, de-
scribed God this way: “God so fills all
things as to be not a quality of the
world, but the very creative being of
the world, governing the world with-
out work, sustaining it without effort.
... Unconfined to any place, He is in
Himself everywhere wholly.”*

Here the phrases “without work”
and “without effort” could be taken
to mean that God simply sustains a
completely autonomous world system.
But Augustine was writing in a pre-
mechanistic era, and this suggests that
he used these phrases to refer to
God’s power to control events person-
ally, from moment to moment.

The Vedic literature of India pro-
vides further insight into this point.

®

Without producing
measurable deviations from the laws
of classical physics, an unlimited
intelligence with direct control over
matter on a submicroscopic level could
guide the course of events freely.

simply accept the regularity of physi-
cal behavior as axiomatic? Then there
would be no need to bring in the
greater mystery of God to explain it.
Nonetheless, Polkinghorne reflects
traditional ideas by proposing that not
a single electron interacts without the
will of God.

Newton, at the beginning of the
modern mechanistic era, held a

| somewhat stronger view of God’s all-
pervading nature. He regarded abso-

lute space and time as the sensorium
of God, through which God could
perceive all phenomena, sustain the
laws of physics, and also modify the
course of events according to His
will.” Such modifications, he thought,
were gross violations of natural law
but would be needed from time to
time to keep things running smoothly.
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The Bhagavad-gita explains that all
material phenomena are created,
maintained, and annihilated by a
single part of Krsna, the supreme
transcendental person. This part, or
amsa, is known as the Supersoul, or
Paramatma, and is described in the
Thirteenth Chapter of the Gita. There
it is stated that the Supersoul:? (1) lies
beyond material cause and effect; (2)
has transcendental senses of percep-
tion and action at all locations in
space and time but has no material
senses; (3) is the master of material
nature yet is beyond it; (4) is present
inside and outside of all living beings;
(5) is situated as one, even though
appearing to be divided.

This description more elaborately
presents some of the ideas mentioned
by Augustine. First of all, it indicates



PAINTING BY RAMADASA ABHIRAMA DASA

The measurable phenomena of physics are consistent with the Vedic teaching that the

Supreme, in His expansion as Paramatma (Supersoul), personally directs the day-to-

day course of evenis.

that the Supersoul can perceive and
act in a unified way at all points in
space and time. This is precisely what
our model requires. A being fully
present at all locations would be
uniquely suited to gather the needed
data and make the needed calcula-
tions to guide the nondeterminate
flux of events in any desired
direction.

Of course, we do not wish to
suggest that God operates by compu-
tation, as humans might imagine

| doing. Augustine and the Gitg agree
| that God is able to guide material

events effortlessly, like a practiced
pianist improvising on musical themes
without worrying about the detailed
movements of his fingers. Our main

. point is that matter acting in accord

with classical physical laws is indeed
freely controllable, but the exertion of
such control requires both omnis-
cience and omnipotence. Long before
the advent of modern physical
theories, ancient traditions attributed
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such unlimited powers to God.

We can conclude, therefore, that
the laws of classical physics are com-
patible with the idea that God directly
controls the behavior of matter. The
same compatibility can also be

| demonstrated for the laws of quantum

mechanics, although the complexity
of quantum mechanical theory
prevents us from going into this topic
here.

Of course, it has not been shown
that all events in nature do conform to
the known laws of physics, although
many scientists assume that this must
be so (or that it will be so once some
final minor additions to the laws are
made). If material phenomena wan-
der from the laws of physics, that does,
of course, leave room for action by
God. But even if we suppose that all
measurable phenomena do follow the
known laws, it is still possible for the
course of events to be under divine
control from moment to moment.

Sadapiita Dasa (Richard L. Thomp-
son) earned his Ph.D. in mathematics
from Cornell University. He is the
author of several books, of which the
most recent is Vedic Cosmography and
Astronomy (see page 20 to order).
Write to him ¢/o BTG in San Diego.
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BY THE MERCY OF Srila Prabhu-
pada, I have been distributing his
books for many years, and I often
travel to ISKCON centers to talk
about this service. Because devotees
face many challenges when distribut-
ing books, they naturally have
guestions both about techniques and,
especially, about the right spiritual
consciousness for a book distributor.
Here are some questions devotees
have asked me, along with my
responses. -

Q: I've been a top book distributor
for the past three years. But lately
I've been feeling a lack of enthusiasm
to go out and distribute like I used to.

DISTRIBUTING BOOKS

Questions from the Field

by Rohini Sata Dasa

People are so passionate and moving
so fast. I barely have time to say hello,
say a few short lines about the book,
and ask for a donation. I want to
spread Krsna conscious philosophy.
How can I become reinspired in this
service and feel satisfied with this type
of preaching?

A: Sankirtana—spreading Krsna
consciousness—is not a mechanical
process; it is a dynamic one. So we
have to arrange to live in such a way
that sarnkirtana becomes our nature,
our life and soul.

To stay enthusiastic we have to stay
absorbed in Krsna consciousness by
chanting Hare Krsna and taking part

every day in Srimad-Bhagavatam
class. And a sankirtana devotee
should always associate with other
sankirtana devotees. We have to pray
to Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai and Srila
Prabhupada that they allow us to stay
always absorbed in this transcen-
dental mission. We have to pray

a lot.

Actually, on the material platform
it’s not possible to stop people and
give them Krsna consciousness.
Sometimes we're standing before a
whole ocean of people and nobody
stops. But when we really want to
satisfy Srila Prabhupada in a pure,
unmotivated way, Krsna will help.

By Krsna’s mercy a sankirtana
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devotee can become like a magician
and stop people and give them many
books. A sankirtana devotee some-
times dances from person to person,
smiling at them. And then they also
begin to smile and dance away with
books in their arms.

Q: Ilove distributing books, but I
have a problem. When I'm going door
to door I try to remind myself of the
fallen, pitiful state of the conditioned
souls I approach. But by this medita-
tion I develop a feeling of superiority,
thinking I'm better than them. They
often sense this and get turned off. If I
were sincerely humble and compas-
sionate I don’t think this would
happen. What can I do?

A: We always have to think of how
we came to Krsna consciousness, of
the fallen condition we were in.
Somehow, by the mercy of Srila
Prabhupada and the devotees who
follow in his footsteps, someone gave
us a book or spoke to us, and we got
here.

[ should always think that I some-
how got Krsna’s mercy without
deserving it. So why can’t others, less
fallen than I, get the mercy as well?

Q: I don’t want to be a salesman and

to buy something they don’t even
want. How can I distribute more
books yet feel that I'm giving people
something and not forcing anyone to

| take a book?

A: On the material platform we think
that whether people take a book
depends on whether we can convince
them or force them to do it. Well,
maybe we can get out some books in
this way, but long term it will become
tough, and we’ll be dissatisfied.

To go on distributing books, one
has to become transcendental, like a
living Bhagavatam.

These books are not different from
Krsna and Prabhupada. They're all-
attractive, like a magnet. So people
are naturally attracted to them. And
especially when our desire is con-
nected with the desire of Krsna and
guru, Krsna will send the people who
are interested.

Also: The material mind may not
want these books, but the soul does.

| So we don’t talk to the mind; we talk

to the soul. When we're empowered
by Krsna, we can penetrate the
material coverings and reach that
soul. Then we see that even people we

| thought would never take a book
| become interested and buy some.

feel that I'm trying to convince people | Q: How can [ avoid becoming too

A FEW MORE YEARS and the twen-
tieth century will be over. Five thou-
sand years have gone by since the
historic times of Lord Krsna’s appear-
ance. Since then, untold stories have
been written about men and women,
nations, ideas, and civilizations.
Mother earth has seen hundreds of
chapters open and close.

Somewhere in those chapters, you
and I have appeared. And as more
chapters are written, we will dis-
appear in the pages of history and
be forgotten.

Today some of us are Hindus. We

INDIA’S HERITAGE

Tracing the Hindu Heritage

by Navina Krsna Dasa

| are proud to be Hindus. And we try

hard to convince our children that
they need to be good Hindus too. Of
course, we don’t always find it easy to
explain to them why being Hindu is
important and what it’s all about
anyway. Still, we want to stand up for
Hinduism, India, temples, and other
things somehow connected with our
birth and heritage.

Nonetheless, it’s entirely possible

| that a few hundred years ago, in a

previous life, we lived as proud
Muslims. In that life, we stood up for
Islam, tried to raise our children to be
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mechanical with people, especially
when [ want to reach a lot of people on
the street?

A: When we become too attached to
results, we forget to see people as
souls, and the books as nondifferent
from Krsna. That’s when we become
impersonal and mechanical.

So we have to set aside our own
interests and motives and think about
the welfare of the people we're speak-
ing to.

The words we speak when we tell
people about these books are not
different from the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra. So even when we’re repeating
the same words, what we’re doing
should not become mechanical.

How we chant and how we preach
are a question of consciousness. So
when we feel trapped in a mechanical
routine, the best thing is to chant extra
rounds or do some loud reading. And
also speak with our sankirtana devotee
associates on the street. Then we
become enlightened again, and every-
thing becomes like another world—
Vaikuntha, the spiritual world.

| Rohini Siita Dasa has been distributing

Srila Prabhupada’s books since the
early seventies. He lives at the ISKCON
temple in Zurich, Switzerland.

good Muslims, went to the mosque,
and perhaps broke down Hindu
temples to build new mosques.

And before that, in some other
life, who were we, what religion did
we adhere to, and what did we fight
for?

In this life we may be Indians,
Americans, Chinese, Russians. We
may be Hindus, Muslims, Christians,
Jews, or whatever. And so we may be
friends or enemies, live peacefully or

| make war. But this all comes from a

great misunderstanding.
Let’s not just read one insignificant



chapter of our existence. Let’s think
about all the chapters. Because now
we may we see ourselves as Indians,
as human beings born in India or born
from Indian parents twenty, thirty, fif-
ty, or seventy years ago. But the more
we think that way, the more deeply we
have failed to understand the most
basic message of Bhagavad-gita.

Lord Krsna calls Arjuna a fool for
identifying with his body and not
understanding his spiritual nature.
And for us too, how foolish or intelli-
gent we are depends on our own self-
understanding.

When we trace back our heritage—
long before we were Indians—we
will understand that we are all spirit
souls, parts of the Supreme Lord, Sri
Krsna. At some remote time, long
before we can ever hope to remem-
ber, we gave up being loyal, loving
servants of the Lord. Mistakenly, we
chose to leave the Lord’s abode. And
we ventured instead into this tempo-

THE WORLD BELIEVES with all its
heart that enjoying pleasure from the
senses is happiness.

Krsna says the world is wrong.
Contemplate for a moment the
daily jostle and bustle of the billions

in this huge hungry world, sweating
and scheming and hustling for pleas-
ure from the senses as though their
lives depended on it. In cities and
villages, in factories and fields, in
offices and shops, in the first and the
second and the third world, the great
universal urge impels us on and on,
and Krsna says that our “pleasure”—
what we get for our trouble—is
suffering.

My generation. coming of age in
the sixties, thought itself liberated at
last from past constraints; sexual
license and unchecked consumption
were the natural entitlements of
freedom. We found incomprehensible
the prohibitions and restrictions on
sensual delight handed down by

by Ravindra Svarupa Dasa

rary, miserable material world to try
to enjoy.

Taking on different bodies for
millions of lives, we have uselessly
tried to enjoy what is not enjoyable,
forgetting the spiritual bliss found
only in the Lord’s abode.

In Bhagavad-gita (8.16) Lord
Krsna tells Arjuna:

| d-brahma-bhuvanal lokah
punar avartino 'rjuna

mam upetya tu kaunteya
punar janma na vidyate

“From the highest planet in the
material world down to the lowest, all
are places of misery wherein repeated
birth and death take place. But one
who attains to My abode, O son of
Kunti, never takes birth again.”

Lord Krsna invites us back to His
abode. And He gives us the means to
become free from illusion and go
there. The Lord says, sarva-dharman

traditional religions and moralities.
These strictures we blamed on “patri-
archs,” spiteful, sour, disappointed old
men, their lips frozen in a sneer of
disgust, who took revenge on the
world and its youth with their “Thou
shalt not’s.” William Blake had told us
| about such spoilers:

I And Priests in black gowns
| were walking their rounds,
; And binding with briars

' my joys & desires.

So now the land is replete with
perpetual gardens of delight, wide
sprawling malls graced with fountains
and greenery, stately pleasure domes
of consumption that even Kubla Khan
would envy, where multiplex cinemas
and video stores place beforé the

| common gaze of consumers the copu-
lations of the stars.

| But Krsna says boycott the pleas-

| ures of the senses, for they bring only
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THROUGH THE EYES OF SASTRA

parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja:
“Abandon all other so-called dharma
and just surrender to Me.”

And if we’re worried about family
obligations, career, community duties,
or anything else, the guidance and
advice of the all-knowing Supreme
Lord are available to us in Bhagavad-
gita. In fact, we’ll find that when we
cooperate with Lord Krsna’s plan, our
life becomes peaceful and joyful in
every way.

This message of the Bhagavad-gita
is the true message of India’s greatest
saints. It is the real heritage of India.
And now is the time for all Indians—
and all followers of Vedic culture—to
take advantage of this great heritage.

Navina Krsna Dasa (Naveen Khur-
ana) was initiated by Srila Prabhu-
pada in 1975. Originally from New
Delhi, he holds an M.S. and an M.B. A.
from the University of lllinois. You
may write to him c¢/o BTG.

suffering. They have a beginning and
an end, He says, and the wise take no
delight in them.

Imagine, if you will, an old-
fashioned scale, a pan balance, one

| side holding self-realization; the other,

sense gratification. When self-
realization goes up, sense gratification
goes down, and vice versa.

We’ve all encountered the modern
spiritual teachers who say they offer

| spiritual life—self-realization,

enlightenment, liberation—but do not
restrict sense gratification. They are
cheaters. Anyone who tells us we can
successfully pursue self-realization
while indulging in sense gratification
is misleading us. We should look for
someone truthful.

The world is systematically
misleading, its traps baited. A winter’s
storm recently drove me into one, but
it was marked openly—at least to my
eyes—with the signs of mortality.

During the festive week between



Christmas and New Year’s Day I was
driving up I-95 from Baltimore to
Philadelphia, while the all-news radio
station, like an oracle in evil times,
gave out ominous warnings: the first
major winter storm was about to
break, the recession was going to get
worse, in ten years AIDS would infect
twenty million, and Iraq and the Uni-
ted States were closing toward

war.

Thinking it prudent to pick up
some necessities before the snows
came, I exited for the Christiana Mall,
just south of Wilmington. I parked far
back on a crowded lot.

The mall was pandemonium. Just
within the entrance a roaring two-
story geyser spread a pungent cloud
of chlorine gas. My eyes stung, but
lounging shoppers packed the pool-
side; talking and eating, without
apparent ill effect.

I weaved my way into the throng,
that vortex of excited, restless
consciousness. They were up. The din

reached a crescendo at the food court, |

where local adolescents preened and
courted as they dined on twenty

different kinds of fast food. People
everywhere stood in food lines and
movie lines, talking and eating.

My nerves vibrating, I left quickly,
passing through the chlorine cloud
again. Gratefully, I breathed the cold
air deeply and began the hike to my
car. From the hubbub of the mall I
had entered into a deep silence, for
the moist air and the heavy, low
overcast deadened all sounds.

Then I ducked instinctively as I
glimpsed a gigantic black shape

| gliding close overhead, riding across
the nacreous underbelly of the clouds.

I'looked up, turning.
Moving slowly and silently over-

| head were two huge C-130%, the

American military’s propeller-driven
troop transport. Both were painted
matte black and innocent of all
markings.

Looking back down the slope of
the lot, I could see the entire mall
before me, and beyond it a low rise of
ground, which must have concealed
an air base. Each plane would

| disappear below the rise, and then

lumber up into the narrow space

between the earth and the clouds,
bank steeply, and circle slowly over
the mall. Then it would drop behind
the rise and come back up again.

In eerie silence they banked and

| turned again and again over the mall.

They reminded me of the vultures I'd
watch in India, poky and bulky, yet

| graceful as they glided and turned.

The mall was packed with avid, happy
consumers, while overhead the
C-130’s rehearsed meticulously for
war. Was it a portent? Would there be
war? I took it, finally, as a more gen-
eral—a generic—warning.

The consumers in their avidity
seemed beyond reach, charmed by
deadly pleasures and fatal loves. By
the time I pulled up to the temple in
Philadelphia, snow dusted the ground:
prophecies were being fulfilled.

Ravindra Svartipa Dasa, ISKCON's
Governing Body Commissioner for
the mid-Atlantic region of the United
States, lives at the Philadelphia temple,
where he joined ISKCON in 1971. He
holds a Ph.D. in religion from Temple
University.
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Remembering Srila Prabhupada

“Disciples recall the pastimes of a pure devotee.

NCE SRILA PRABHUPADA

was speaking to a wealthy

Indian woman in Malaysia.
She was the wife of a government
minister, and he was hoping to
persuade her to help him build a
temple. This was in 1971, before any
ISKCON temple had been built.

As Srila Prabhupada spoke to the
woman, she continually agreed and
smiled. “Yes, yes, Swamiji,” she said,
folding her palms in pranamas.

She seemed enthusiastic about
Krsna consciousness, so after a while
Srila Prabhupada showed her a sketch
of three altars in a temple (which
eventually became the Krishna-
Balaram Temple in Vrndavana,
India).

Taking the sketch out of his white
vinyl case, he handed it to her and
said that since she appreciated the
value of Krsna consciousness so
much, she could assist in spreading it
for the benefit of others.

“With your mercy, Swamiji,” she
replied, folding her palms.

“My mercy is already there,” he
said.

“With your mercy, Swamiji,” she
repeated. She was shying away.

Then Srila Prabhupada told a
story: A man who had slipped into a
well cried, “Help! Help! Get me out
of the well!” Someone came with a
rope and lowered it into the well.
“Take the rope and I will pull you
out!” he shouted. The person in the
well cried out, “Help! Help me take
the rope!”

Srila Prabhupada laughed warmly
and said that the mercy of the
spiritual master is already there and
you can take it. But you have to take
his mercy so he can pull you out of
illusion. If you don’t take it, what can
be done?

Amogha Dasa
Melbourne, Australia

IN FEBRUARY 1976, Srila Prabhu-
pada was in Mayapur, having arrived

| its home-making. When the bird
| found this too difficult, it flew
. off and returned with its mate,

| flew away to get

a few weeks prior to the Gaura
Purnima festival. As per his usual
schedule, every day he took his
massage in the late morning on the
balcony outside his room. One
morning, as he sat on a straw mat on
the sunlit veranda ready to begin, he
drew my attention to some sparrows
making a nest. The site they had
chosen was a hole in the wall behind
the electrical circuit box just outside
Srila Prabhupada’s sitting-room
window.

He said they had been disturbing
him at night while he was translating
his books. So before the birds could
build a complete nest and settle in, I
removed the bits of straw they had
gathered. But as I began the massage,
one of the birds returned and began
to rebuild, flying back and forth with
small pieces of straw.

I crumpled some paper and stuffed
it into the hole to block it. So when
the sparrow came back and found its
access barred, it pecked, undaunted,
at the paper for almost half an hour,
trying to open the hole to continue

were unsuccessful. Eventually they
accepted defeat, gave up, and left.

Srila Prabhupada then drew an
interesting parallel. Even though the
birds had eyes, he told me, they could
not see. They were trying so hard to
build their house, but they couldn’t
see that the person who had prevent-
ed them stood nearby watching. So
they continued on in ignorance, trying
to make adjustments and struggling
against the superior arrangement.

In the same way, he said, material-
| istic persons, though having eyes,
could not see how mayd, the material
energy, was supervising all their
efforts. They simply struggled on,
making adjustments, hoping to
improve their life and secure their
place in the material world, not
understanding that maya was watch-
ing theirevery move and defeating them
| at every step.

Hari Sauri Dasa
San Diego, California

and together they worked
hard to remove the paper.
Eventually they suc-
ceeded. By pecking and
tugging in unison, they
removed the paper

and began to build
again.

All the while, Srila
Prabhupada watched
without comment.

When the birds

more straw, I again
filled the hole with the
paper, forcing it in tight so
that the sparrows couldn’t
remove it. Again the
sparrows spent a long
time trying, but this
time they



SUMMARY OF PART I: In the
early eighteenth century, after a
vigorous study of Vedanta philosophy,
Baladeva Vidyabhiisana accepted
Lord Caitanya’s teachings as the high-
est revelation of the Absolute Truth.
Meanwhile, a sect in Rajasthan known
as the Ramanandis was challenging the
authenticity of Lord Caitanya’s move-
ment. Although the Ramanandis were
flourishing under the patronage of
King Jai Singh, the king favored the
Gaudiyas (followers of Lord Cai-
tanya) and was a devotee of Govinda,
one of their principal Deities.

The Ramanandis alleged that Lord
Caitanya’s followers lay outside the
four recognized disciplic lines (sam-
pradayas) and therefore had no valid
standing. If the Gaudiyas failed to
defend the legitimacy of Lord Cai-
tanya’s movement, they could lose all
respectability and even the right to
worship Govinda. Visvanatha Cakra-
varti Thakura, the leader of the Gau-
diyas in Vrndavana, saw in Baladeva
the right defender for Gaudiya
Vaisnavism.

BALADEVA
VIDYABHUSANA

The Gaud1yaVedant1st

by Nandarani Devi Dasi and Dayananda Dasa
Illustrations by Rasapriya Devi Dasi

PART 11

Al SINGH PREPARED HIMSELF
for the religious confrontation he
knew was inevitable. He collected

and studied the writings of the |

Gaudiya sect and compared it with the
writings of other Vaisnava sampradayas.

Vrndavana, as a child of seven. He had
been called there by his father, the mili-
tary commander of the district, who had
been deputed to protect the caravans
between Agra and Mathura. From that
young age, Jai Singh had considered
himself a devotee of Krsna. Now his

| study of the writings of the Vrndavana

He studied the Bhagavata Purana and |
its commentaries by Sridhara Svami, |

Sanatana Gosvami, and Jiva Gosvami.
He pored over the Vedanta-sitra and its
commentaries by Sahkara, Ramanuja,
Madhva, Vallabha, and Nimbarka. He
explored the works of Sanatana Go-
svami, Rapa Gosvami, Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami,Jiva Gosvami,and Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami, the principal theo-
logians of the Gaudiya school. And
he read Jayadeva’s Gifa-govinda, the
poetry that had often evoked expres-

| sions of ecstatic love in Caitanya

Mahaprabhu.

Jai Singh wanted to reconcile the
differences between the principal sects
of Vaisnavas. He felt that these differ-

| ences had no philosophical basis,

so continual wrangling could serve
no purpose. Having completed his re-
search, he composed a thesis entitled
Brahma-bodhini, advocating the unity
of the Vaisnavas.

The king’s attraction to Krsna had
been sparked during his first visit to
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| Radha and Krsna together,”

Gosvamis crystallized his senti-
ments. But his devotion to Radha
and Krsna would be tested by the
Ramanandis.

“The Gaudiyas should not worship
the Ram-
anandis told him. “Radha and Krsna
are not married. There is no precedent
for Their being worshiped together! Sita
and Rama are together, and Laksmiand
Narayana, because They are married.
But Radha and Krsna are not married.”

Now the Ramanandis were escalat-
ing the quarrel. They not only criticized
the Gaudiyas’ lineage but also found
fault with the Gaudiya method of wor-
ship. The Ramanandis demanded that
Radha be removed from the main altar
and placed in another room, to be wor-
shiped separately.

Jai Singh sent word to the mahantas
(religious authorities) of the Gaudiya
temples. “You must prepare a response

| to the criticisms voiced by the Rama-

| nandis of Galta Valley. I am sympa-

thetic to your philosophy and practice,
but your response must be adequate



to silence the Ramanandi panditas, or I
shall be forced to separate Radharani
from Krsna.”

The mahantas of the four major
Gaudiya temples of Amber submitted
their response in writing. They ex-
plained that Rupa, Sanatana, and Jiva
Gosvamis shared the same opinion
about Radha and Krsna: They could be

rasa) or unmarried (parakiya-rasa),
since both these pastimes (/ila) are eter-
nal. Worship of Krsna in either /ild is
adequate to establish a devotee’s eter-
nal relationship with the Supreme.

The Ramanandis rejected these ar-
guments. Fighting for theirreligious and
political power, they again approached
Jai Singh.

Because Radha and Krsna were not

married, the Ramanandis complained,
worshiping Them together condoned
Their questionable relationship. The
Ramanandis also criticized the Gau-
diyas for worshiping Krsna without first
worshiping Narayana.

To appease the Ramanandis, Jai
Singh told them he would ask the

| Gaudiyas to place the Deity of Radha-
worshiped either as married (svakiya- |

rani in a separate room. He would also
ask them to explain their breach of
Vaisnava etiquette in neglecting Nara-
yanaworship, and he would ask them to
prove their link with the Madhva-
sampradaya.

Visvanatha Deputes Baladeva

Visvanatha Cakravarti, a scholar of
great repute, lived in Vrndavana at this
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Faced with
the awesome
task of writing
a commentary
on Vedanta-
sutra that will
satisfy the
Ramanandis,
Baladeva
prays to Lord
Govindaji

to empower
him.

time. Visvanatha had been
born in 1646 in a Bengali
village named Saidabad,
where he had spent the first
years of his life. Like other
aspiring young renun-
ciants, Visvanatha had
faced problems with his
family, who had betrothed
him at a young age to tie
him to domestic life. As a
married youth, Visvanatha
had studied extensively,
and while living with his
family in Saidabad he had
written brilliant commen-
taries on Vaisnava scripture.

During his life in Saidabad, Visva-
natha had taken initiation from Radha-
ramana Cakravarti and studied the
Srimad—Bhdgavamm and other Vais-
I nava scriptures with Radharamana’s
| father, Krsnacarana Cakravarti. Radha-
| Tamana was three generations removed
| from the main preceptor in their line,
Narottama Dasa Thakura.

Eventually Visvanatha had left his
family and gone to Vrndavana, where
he had lived at Radha-kunda. He for-
mally accepted the dress of arenunciant
and was then called Harivallabha. He
continued writing and preaching, and
eventually he became the leader of the
Gaudiya community in Vrndavana.

By the time Govinda moved to
Rajasthanin 1707, Visvanatha was more




than sixty years old. The aging scho-
lar followed the Amber developments
with interest. How would Govinda and
His priests fare in that pluralistic envi-
ronment, at the vortex of the compet-
ing forces of the young king’s devotion,
the Ramanandis’ antagonism, and the
threatening presence of so many
sects?

Visvanatharegularly communicated
with the mahantas of the Vaisnava
temples in Amber. Although he had
expected trouble from the Ramanandis,
the quarrel had stewed for years before
threatening the Gaudiya priests or af-
fecting the Deity worship. Now, he knew,
they despaired over the growing an-
tagonism of the Ramanandis.

Visvanatha called for Baladeva. “We
must refute the points of the Rama-
nandis,” Visvanatha told his protege.

“It will not be easy, but we can defeat |

them.”

Baladeva was outraged by the pre-
sumptuousness of the Ramanandi
critics. “Why must we establish the legit-
imacy of our lineage?” he demanded.
“The Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna, ap-
peared as Lord Caitanya to establish
the true religion for this Age of Quar-
rel. When God Himself originates a
religious tradition, who may dare ques-
tion its legitimacy?”

“The Ramanandis do question it,”
Visvanatha replied, “and they rest
their criticism on the statement in
Padma Purana that in this age there are
four sampradayas, or lines of disciplic
succession. The Purana says:

sri-brahma-rudra-sanaka
vaisnava-ksiti-pavanah

catvaras te kalau bhavya
hy utkale purusottama

The meaning is that the four Vaisnava
sampradéyas—éri, Brahma,Rudra,and
Kumara—purify the earth.”

“Yes,” replied Baladeva, “I know
this verse. And the Ramanandis say
that the words utkale purusottama
mean that these four sampradayas
have their monasteries in Orissa, in
Purusottama-ksetra, the townof Jagan-
natha Puri.

“But the real meaning is that the
Supreme Lord, Purusottama, is the
quintessence of these four samprada-
yas. And when He appears in Kali-
yuga, He livesin Jagannatha Puri, as Sri

Caitanya Mahaprabhu. So the Gaudiya
lineage is not a fifth sampradayabut the
essence of the four.”

Visvanatha and Baladeva spent the
night discussing the Ramanandis’ other

points of contention about Lord |

Caitanya’s movement. They developed

' the strategy by which they would de-
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feat the Ramanandis.

Visvanatha sent Baladeva with
Krsnadeva Sarvabhauma to Amber.
Baladeva’sarrival there was unheralded.
He was new to the Gaudiya commun-
ity, unknown even among the Gaudiya
mahantas of Amber. And he was young.
No one, even of his own tradition, sus-




pected that a philosophical giant lived
within the unpretentious form of this
‘Gaudiya holyman from Vrndavana.
‘Baladeva had difficulty gaining audi-
> with the king. And when he was
lly able to do so, the Ramanandis in
the court were ready for him.

“Sir,” Baladeva said to the king, “I

have come to resolve doubts about the
Gaudiya-sampradaya and its methods
of worship.”

“Your Highness,”a Ramanandi
pandita broke in, “we request to speak
to him directly!”

Jai Singh turned to Baladeva. “You
may speak,” the king said, confident

N o RS
!
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that if Krsna were indeed the Supreme
Lord, Krsna would arrange for His own
defense.

The Ramanandis opened with an
offensive they felt sure would guaran-
tee their authority.

“The problem,” they told Baladeva,
“is that you do not belong to a proper

In the court
of King

Jai Singh,
Ramanandi
panditas
and Gaudiya
mahantas
listen as
Baladeva
explains his
Vedanta-sitra
commentary.



Jai Singh was especially eager to see the commentary.
The Ramanandis, however, awaited the commentary with
some trepidation, hoping they could defeat it readily.

sampradaya. Therefore we cannot ac-
cept the literature written by your
panditas.”

“] am from the Madhva-sampra-
daya,” Baladeva asserted confidently.
“I have been initiated in Mysore by a
Tirtha of the Madhva order. But Radha-
Damodara Gosvami and Visvanatha
Cakravartiof the Gaudiya-sampradaya
are also my gurus. They have taught me
Bhagavata philosophy.”

The Ramanandis were surprised.
Baladeva’s Madhva initiation meant
that they had to accept him as a quali-
fied sannyasi and pandita of an au-
thorized lineage. But they hoped his
youth might indicate a lack of skill.
They rallied themselves. “You may be
from the Madhva-sampradaya, but the
other Gaudiyas are not!”

Baladeva retained his dignity and
produced akey piece of evidence. “That
is the Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika, written
by Kavi Karnapura more than one
hundred years ago. This manuscript
details our lineage from Madhva.”
Baladeva presented the manuscript for
inspection.

The Ramanandis again argued, “If
the Gaudiyas claim descent from
‘Madhva, then you must base your
arguments on Madhva’s Brahma-siitra
commentary. We know that the Gau-
diyas have no commentary of their
own.”

Baladeva thought. The Gaudiyas had
never written a commentary on the
Vedanta-sitra, because they accepted
the Srimad-Bhagavatam as the natural
commentary. Vyasais the author of both
of these works, and Lord Caitanya
taught that when the author comments
on his own work, his opinion is the
best.

Baladeva knew that the Ramanandis
would reject this argument. But he also
knew that if he used Madhva’s com-
mentary he would have problems, for
Madhva’s commentary would not jus-

tify the style of worship practiced by the
Gaudiyas. So Baladeva decided he
would need to write a Gaudiya com-
mentary himself. This commentary
should be based on Madhva’s, but could
have some allowable differences. “I will
show you our commentary,” Baladeva
said. “Please allow me to bring it.”

“Indeed, send for it,” granted the
Ramanandi spokesman.

“That won'’t be possible,” replied
Baladeva. “I willrequire several daysto
write it.”

The Ramanandis were stunned.
Could Baladeva produce a commen-
tary within a few days? How audacious!
But if Baladeva could indeed produce
it, the Ramanandis’ position might be
threatened. Should they grant him the
time he required?

Before they could speak, King Jai
Singh interjected. “Yes, the time is
granted. Prepare your commentary and
notify us when it is ready. You should
know that unless you present a suitable
commentary, we shall accept the criti-
cisms of the Ramanandis as valid. But I
shall not act on any of their demands

| wish, I shall write the truths I have

learned from Your devotees and Your
scripture. And I have faith that by Your
mercy these truths will appear most
logical.”

Then Baladeva began to write.

| Pausing scarcely to rest, he wrote and

until you have had an opportunity to |

present your commentary and your
arguments.”

Govindaji Inspires Baladeva

Baladeva left the assembly, followed
by Krsnadeva Sarvabhauma. Baladeva
saw himself a puppetin the hands of the
Lord. He had spoken boldly in the as-

sembly, but would the Divine Puppe- |

teer guide his pen?

Baladeva went to Govindapura.
Presenting himself before Govinda, he
knelt and prayed. “O Govinda, Your
devotee Visvanatha has sent me here to
defend You and Your devotees, but I
cannot do it! I am just a soul fallen in
ignorance. If You wish, You may em-
power me to write a Vedanta-sitra com-
mentary that will glorify You. If You
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prayed and wrote again. Days passed,
and nights, but he did not stop. Some
historians say he wrote for one month.
Others say it took him only seven
days.

Inanyevent, Baladevasoonreturned
from Govindapura. By now, keen ex-
pectancy had been aroused in all the
various parties. Jai Singh, hoping to see
the Gaudiyas vindicated, was especially
eager to see the commentary. The
Ramanandis, however, awaited the
commentary with some trepidation,
hoping they could defeat it readily.

Baladeva entered the court of de-
bate convened in Galta. He stood on
one side with the Gaudiya mahantas.
Facing them were the Ramanandi
panditas. King Jai Singh presided, and
an audience of nobles and scholars was
in attendance.

With the king’s permission, Bala-
deva rose.

“This commentary,” he said, putting
forward his work, “isbased on Madhva’s,
but there are some important differ-
ences. If you examine it, you will find
that it upholds the Gaudiya philosophy

| taught by Lord Caitanya.”

A Ramanandi pandita stepped

| forward and received Baladeva’s

commentary.

“Whois the author of this work?” he
asked.

Baladeva replied, “The name of
the commentary is Govinda-bhasya.
Govinda has inspired this work. I have
given the direct meanings of the siitras
according to the wish of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. And my comments are
based on the teachings of my gurus.”

(please turn to page 32)



SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

GREAT HUSBAND’S
GREAT WIFE

Rendered from Sanskrit into English,
with commentary,
by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the International Society
For Krishna Consciousness

The sage Maitreya finishes speaking about Svayambhuva pertaining to the body, the mind, nature, and other men
Manu by asking a rhetorical question about the position of | and living creatures?

Krsna's devotees. Then, as S"rimﬂd—Bhﬁgamtam continues,
he tells of Manu's daughter Devahiti. PURPORT: Every living entity within this material world
is always afflicted by some kind of miseries, pertaining
either to the body, the mind, or natural disturbances.
Distresses due to cold in winter and severe heat in sum-
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THIRD CANTO/CHAPTER 22

37 IR A R R Y = AR
A 4 S0 TR gREE 131

sarira manasa divya
vaiyase ye ca manusah
bhautikas ca katham klesa
badhante hari-samsrayam

VEYO VINYHIHEY YEYOVIWYH Ad DNIMYHA

sarirah—pertaining to the body:; manasah—pertaining

to the mind; divyah—pertaining to supernatural powers
(demigods); vaiyase—O Vidura; ye—those; ca—and;
manusah—npertaining to other men; bhautikah—pertain-
ing to other living beings; ca—and; katham—how;
klesah—miseries; badhante—can trouble; hari-
samsrayam—one who has taken shelter of Lord Krsna.

O Vidura, how can persons completely under the shelter : ] - —
of Lord Krsna in devotional service be put into miseries Kardama Muni speaks with Devahiiti
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mer always inflict miseries on the living entities in this
material world, but one who has completely taken shelter
of the lotus feet of the Lord in Krsna consciousness is in
the transcendental stage; he is not disturbed by any
miseries, either due to the body, the mind, or natural
disturbances of summer and winter. He is transcendental
to all these miseries.

38 7991 giafy: s TR g |
i quisen @ a1l

yah prsto munibhih praha
dharman nana-vidan chubhan

NFRAm varnasramanani ca
sarva-bhita-hitah sada

vah—who; prstah—being questioned; munibhih—by the
sages; praha—spoke; dharman—the duties; nana-vidhan—
many varieties; sSubhan—auspicious; nrnam—of human
society; varna-asramanam—of the varnas and asramas;
ca—and; sarva-bhiita—for all living beings; hitah—who
does welfare; sada—always.

In reply to questions asked by certain sages, he [Svayam-
bhuva Manu], out of compassion for all living entities,
taught the diverse sacred duties of men in general and the
different varnas and asramas.

39 GgW  AEUNE  ANARange |
i R A Y 13

etat ta adi-rajasya
manos caritam adbhutam
varnitam varnaniyasya
tad-apatyodayam srnu

etat—this; te—unto you; adi-rajasya—of the first emperor;
manoh—of Svayambhuva Manu; caritami—the character;
adbhutam—wonderful; varnitam—described; varna-
niyasya—whose reputation is worthy of description; tat-
apatya—of his daughter; udayam—to the flourishing;
srnu—please listen.

I have spoken to you of the wonderful character of
Svayambhuva Manu, the original king, whose reputation is
worthy of description. Please hear as I speak of the flour-
ishing of his daughter Devahiti.

CHAPTER 23
A3 399
1 fRgvaigfEaar= qRfiisie |
fred qel=raften wawiE W T 2 0

maitreya uvaca
pitrbhyam prasthite sadhvi
patim ingita-kovida

nityam paryacarat pritya
bhavaniva bhavam prabhum

maitreyah uvaca—Maitreya said; pitrbhyam—by the par-
ents; prasthite—at the departure; sadhvi—the chaste
woman; patim—her husband; ingita-kovida—understand-
ing the desires; nityam—constantly; paryacarai—she
served; pritya—with great love; bhavani—the goddess
Parvati; iva—like; bhavam—ILord giva; prabhum—her
lord.

Maitreya continued: After the departure of her parents,
the chaste woman Devahiuti, who could understand the
desires of her husband, served him constantly with
great love, as Bhavani, the wife of Lord Siva, serves her

husband.

E PURPORT: The specific example of Bhavani is very sig-

nificant. Bhavani means the wife of Bhava, or Lord Siva.
Bhavani, or Parvati, the daughter of the king of the
Himalayas, selected Lord Siva, who appears to be just like
a beggar, as her husband. In spite of her being a princess,
she undertook all kinds of tribulations to associate with
Lord Siva, who did not even have a house, but was sitting
underneath the trees and passing his time in meditation.
Although Bhavani was the daughter of a very great king,
she used to serve Lord Siva just like a poor woman.
Similarly, Devahuti was the daughter of an emperor,
Svayambhuva Manu, yet she preferred to accept Kardama
Muni as her husband. She served him with great love and
affection, and she knew how to please him. Therefore, she
is designated here as sadhvi, which means “a chaste,
faithful wife.” Her rare example is the ideal of Vedic
civilization. Every woman is expected to be as good and
chaste as Devahiiti or Bhavani. Today in Hindu society,
unmarried girls are still taught to worship Lord Siva with
the idea that they may get husbands like him. Lord Siva is
the ideal husband, not in the sense of riches or sense
gratification, but because he is the greatest of all devotees.

| Vaisnavanam yatha sambhuh: Sambhu, or Lord Siva, is the

ideal Vaisnava.

He constantly meditates upon Lord Rama and chants
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Lord
Siva has a Vaisnava sampradaya, which is called the
Visnusvami-sampradaya. Unmarried girls worship Lord
Siva so that they can expect a husband who is as good a
Vaisnava as he. The girls are not taught to select a husband
who is very rich or very opulent for material sense
gratification; rather, if a girl is fortunate enough to get a
husband as good as Lord Siva in devotional service, then
her life becomes perfect. The wife is dependent on the
husband, and if the husband is a Vaisnava, then naturally
she shares the devotional service of the husband because
she renders him service. This reciprocation of service and
love between husband and wife is the ideal of a house-
holder’s life.

2 forYmeiea aRan g3 7 |
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visrambhendatma-saucena
gauravena damena ca
Susrasaya sauhrdena
vaca madhuraya ca bhoh

visrambhena—with intimacy; arma-saucena—with purity
of mind and body; gauravena—with great respect; dam-
ena—with control of the senses; ca—and; susritssaya—with
service; sauhrdena—with love; vaca—with words; madhu-
raya—sweet; ca—and; bhoh—O Vidura,

O Vidura, Devahuti served her husband with intimacy and
great respect, with control of the senses, with love, and
with sweet words.

PURPORT: Here two words are very significant. Deva-
hiti served her husband in two ways, visrambhena and
gauravena. These are two important processes in serving
the husband or the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Visrambhena means “with intimacy,” and gauravena
means “with great reverence.” The husband is a very
intimate friend; therefore, the wife must render service
just like an intimate friend, and at the same time she must
understand that the husband is superior in position, and
thus she must offer him all respect. A man’s psychology
and woman’s psychology are different. As constituted by
bodily frame, a man always wants to be superior to his
wife, and a woman, as bodily constituted, is naturally
inferior to her husband. Thus the natural instinct is that
the husband wants to post himself as superior to the wife,
and this must be observed. Even if there is some wrong on
the part of the husband, the wife must tolerate it, and thus
there will be no misunderstanding between husband and
wife. Visrambhena means “with intimacy,” but it must not
be familiarity that breeds contempt. According to the
Vedic civilization, a wife cannot call her husband by name.
In the present civilization the wife calls her husband by
name, but in Hindu civilization she does not. Thus the
inferiority and superiority complexes are recognized.
Damena ca: a wife has to learn to control herself even if
there is a misunderstanding. Sauhrdena vaca madhuraya
means always desiring good for the husband and speaking
to him with sweet words. A person becomes agitated by so
many material contacts in the outside world; therefore,

in his home life he must be treated by his wife with sweet
words.
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visrjya kamam dambham ca
dvesam lobham agham madam

apramattodyata nityam
tejiyamsam atosayat

visrjya—egiving up; kamam—Iust; dambham—pride; ca—
and; dvesam—envy; lobham—greed; agham—sinful ac-
tivities; madam—vanity; apramatta—sane; udyata—labor-
ing diligently; nityam—always; tejiyamsam—her very
powerful husband; arosayat—she pleased.

Working sanely and diligently, she pleased her very
powerful husband, giving up all lust, pride, envy, greed,
sinful activities, and vanity.

PURPORT: Here are some of the qualities of a great
husband’s great wife. Kardama Muni is great by spiritual
qualification. Such a husband is called tejiyarisam, most
powerful. Although a wife may be equal to her husband in

| advancement in spiritual consciousness, she should not be
| vainly proud. Sometimes it happens that the wife comes

from a very rich family, as did Devahuti, the daughter of

| Emperor Svayambhuva Manu. She could have been very

proud of her parentage, but that is forbidden. The wife
should not be proud of her parental position. She must
always be submissive to the husband and must give up all
vanity. As soon as the wife becomes proud of her parent-
age, her pride creates great misunderstanding between the
husband and wife, and their nuptial life is ruined. Devahuti
was very careful about that, and therefore it is said here
that she gave up pride completely. Devahtti was not
unfaithful. The most sinful activity for a wife is to accept
another husband or another lover. Canakya Pandita has
described four kinds of enemies at home. If the father is in
debt he is considered to be an enemy; if the mother has
selected another husband in the presence of her grown-up
children, she is considered to be an enemy; if a wife does
not live well with her husband but deals very roughly, then
she is an enemy; and if a son is a fool, he is also an enemy.
In family life, father, mother, wife, and children are assets,
but if the wife or mother accepts another husband in the
presence of her husband or son, then, according to Vedic

| civilization, she is considered an enemy. A chaste and

faithful woman must not practice adultery—that is a
greatly sinful act.
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sa vai devarsi-varyas tani
manavim samanuvratam

daivad gariyasah patyur
asasanarm mahasisah

kalena bhityasa ksamam
karsitam vrata-caryaya

prema-gadgadaya vaca
piditah krpayabravit

sah—he (Kardama); vai—certainly; deva-rsi—of the
celestial sages; varyah—the foremost; tam—her; mana-
vim—the daughter of Manu; samanuvratam—tully
devoted; daivar—than providence; gariyasah—who was
greater; patyuh—from her husband; asasanam—expect-
ing; maha-asisah—great blessings; kalena bhiiyasa—for a
long time; ksamam—weak; karsitam—emaciated; vrata-
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caryaya—by religious observances; prema—with love;
gadgadaya—stammering; vaca—with a voice; piditah—
overcome; krpaya—with compassion; abravit—he said.

The daughter of Manu, who was fully devoted to her
husband, looked upon him as greater even than provi-
dence. Thus she expected great blessings from him. Having
served him for a long time, she grew weak and emaciated
due to her religious observances. Seeing her condition,
Kardama, the foremost of celestial sages, was overcome
with compassion and spoke to her in a voice choked with
great love.

PURPORT: The wife is expected to be of the same
category as the husband. She must be prepared to follow
the principles of the husband, and then there will be happy
life. If the husband is a devotee and the wife is material-
istic, there cannot be any peace in the home. The wife
must see the tendencies of the husband and must be pre-
pared to follow him. From Mahabharata we learn that
when Gandhari understood that her would-be husband,
Dhrtarastra, was blind, she immediately began to practice
blindness herself. Thus she covered her eyes and played
the part of a blind woman. She decided that since her
husband was blind, she must also act like a blind woman;
otherwise she would be proud of her eyes, and her hus-
band would be seen as inferior. The word samanuvrata
indicates that it is the duty of a wife to adopt the special
circumstances in which the husband is situated. Of course,
if the husband is as great as Kardama Muni, then a very
good result accrues from following him. But even if the
husband is not a great devotee like Kardama Muni, it is
the wife’s duty to adapt herself according to his mentality.
That makes married life very happy. It is also mentioned
herein that by following the strict vows of a chaste woman,
Princess Devahuti became very skinny, and therefore her
husband became compassionate. He knew that she was the
daughter of a great king and yet was serving him just like
an ordinary woman. She was reduced in health by such
activities, and he became compassionate and addressed
her as follows.
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kardama uvaca
tusto "ham adya tava manavi manadayah
Susrusaya paramaya paraya ca bhaktya
yo dehinam ayam ativa suhrt sa deho
naveksitah samucitah ksapituri mad-arthe

kardamah uvaca—the great sage Kardama said; rustah—
pleased; aham—I am; adya—today; tava—with you;
manavi—O daughter of Manu; mana-dayah—who are
respectful; Susrisayd—Dby the service; paramayd—most

excellent; paraya—highest; ca—and; bhaktya—by the devo-
tion; yah—that which; dehinam—to the embodied; ayam—
this; ativa—extremely; suhrt—dear; sah—that; dehah—
body; na—not; aveksitah—taken care of; samucitah—pro-
perly; ksapitum—to expend; mat-arthe—on my account.

Kardama Muni said: O respectful daughter of Svayam-
bhuva Manu, today I am very much pleased with you for
your great devotion and most excellent loving service.
Since the body is so dear to embodied beings, I am aston-
ished that you have neglected your own body to use it on
my behalf.

PURPORT: It is indicated here that one’s body is very
dear, yet Devahiti was so faithful to her husband that not
only did she serve him with great devotion, service, and
respect, but she did not even care for her own health. That
is called selfless service. It appears that Devahiti had no

| sense pleasure, even with her husband; otherwise she would

not have deteriorated in health. Acting to facilitate Kar-
dama Muni’s engagement in spiritual elevation, she contin-
ually assisted him, not caring for bodily comfort. It is the
duty of a faithful and chaste wife to help her husband in
every respect, especially when the husband is engaged in
Krsna consciousness. In this case, the husband also amply
rewarded the wife. This is not to be expected by a woman
who is the wife of an ordinary person.
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ve me sva-dharma-niratasya tapah-samadhi-
vidydatma-yoga-vijita bhagavat-prasadah

tan eva te mad-anusevanayavaruddhan
drstim prapasya vitaramy abhayan asokan

yve—those which; me—by me; sva-dharma—own religious
life; niratasya—fully occupied with; tapah—in austerity;
samadhi—in meditation; vidya—in Krsna consciousness;
atma-yoga—>by fixing the mind; vijitah—achieved;
bhagavat-prasadah—the blessings of the Lord; tan—them;
eva—even; te—by you; mat—to me; anusevanaya—>by
devoted service; avaruddhan—obtained; drstim—tran-
scendental vision; prapasya—ijust see; vitarami—I am
giving; abhayan—which are free from fear; asokan—which

| are free from lamentation.

Kardama Muni continued: I have achieved the blessings of
the Lord in discharging my own religious life of austerity,
meditation, and Krsna consciousness. Although you have
not yet experienced these achievements, which are free

| from fear and lamentation, I shall offer them all to you

because you are engaged in my service. Now just look at
them. I am giving you the transcendental vision to see how
nice they are.

(continued in the next issue)
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THE VEDIC OBSERVER

THE WORLD SEEN THROUGH EYES OF

VEDIC KNOWLEDGE

CURBING THE
ANIMAL INSTINCT

by Visnurata Dasa

SINCE A MAJOR CAUSE of car acci-
dents is inattention, a sign like the one
at a busy New York intersection—

“CURB YOUR ANIMAL INSTINCT"— |

might be helpful. The animal instinct
surely divertsmany drivers. Maybe that’s
onereason why collisions on city streets
are as common as wolf whistles.

To curb the animal instinct, we have
to keep a tight rein on our senses. An
animal always responds to the dictates
of its senses, not caring what is proper
or improper. But as the term animal
instinct and the drawing on the sign
imply, a human being who acts the same
way misuses the most sophisticated form
of existence.

Only when a human being controls
his lower instincts can he perceive a
more subtle and far superior instinct:
the tendency toserve the Supreme Lord.
Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu taught that
this instinct is real because the living
entity is by constitution an eternal ser-
vant of Krsna.

When the propensity to serve God
is misapplied, it degenerates into ani-
malinstinct. Then, rather than using the
senses for a higher purpose, one be-
comes a servant of the senses and
tries to satisfy them with pleasing
objects.

Lord Caitanya taught that by the
science of bhakti-yoga, which begins
with the chanting of the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra, we can control our senses.
Bhakti-yoga is a pleasing system of
self-control culminating in love of God.

By chanting God’s names, Lord
Caitanya taught, one can immediately
engage in Hisservice. Chanting removes
undesirable things from the heart. And
as loving service to Krsna is reestab-

Lord Caitanya likens this process to
cleaning dust from a mirror. With a
clean heart one sees the spiritual reality

of the self and its eternal master, the |

Superself, Lord Krsna.

When one chants perfectly—with
attention and without offense—love of
Godheadresults. One’s spiritual aware-

ness fully awakens, and one drowns, as |

it were, in an ocean of bliss. One drop of |

™

CURE YOUR ANIMAL
INSTIN

TU INSTINTD ANIMAL

ANOTHER COAT
OF FICTION

by Dvarakadhisa Devi Dasi

THE ELDERLY WOMAN was bent over,
not so much by age as by the weight of
an enormous pile of books stacked be-
tween her arms.

“Whew!” she said to me, heaving
the books onto the counter at the
library where I work. She brushed
back a silvery wisp of hair from her
forehead. “I’ll be right back.” And with-
out another word she toddled back
around to fetch a few books more.

Boy,she mustlove toread, I thought.
Pulling the books toward me, I glanced
at the titles. Romances, every one of
them. Passion for Pam. Island Woman.
The Splendor of Love. These were
the tacky ones the library didn’t even
bother to catalog. Gypsy Love. Campus
Romp. And the covers—my grand-
mother would have taped brown paper
bags over them and treated them to
the trash can. I looked up to see this
grandma toting another load my way.

What could she possibly get out of

B | such books? I pictured her snuggled in

\'lS.';lL'RAA Ds.-
this ocean, we are told, can flood the
universe. And an ocean of the highest
material pleasure cannotequal one drop
of pure spiritual pleasure.

The pleasure of the senses—the same
pleasure available to animals—cannot
approach the bliss tasted by chanting
Hare Krsna. And that spiritual taste
can easily help us curb the animal

lished, the animal instinct disappears. | instinct.
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| her rocking chair, afghan tucked over

her shoulders, rocking gently to and fro

| as she read about the amorous adven-

tures of twenty-year-olds. Did her
grandchildren know she was reading
this stuff? After a lifetime of experi-
ence, of triumphs and sorrows, of see-
ing birth and now facing death, what
could she possibly be gleaning from the
romance of Sandy and Joe?

People in our library on a typical day
check out four times more fiction than
nonfiction. For three hundred pages a
withered old lady may flirt about as a
reckless young lover, then close the
book and fetch her husband’s arthritis
medicine.

Madness? Not at all—we alldoit. As

(please turn to page 60)



“Radha is the eternal energy of Krsna
and is never separated from Him. . . . The separation
of Radha and Govinda you have effected
is artificial and therefore offensive to the Lord.”

BALADEVA (continued from page 26)
The learned members of the Rama-
nandi contingent examined the first
portion of the bhasya to determine
whetheritwasas Baladeva had claimed.

A spokesman conceded, “The influ-
ence of Madhva is certainly demons-
trablein this commentary, but we should
examine some of the differences.”

Baladeva then addressed each of the
Ramanandis’ objections to Gaudiya
worship.

“I have expounded on every aspect
of Gaudiya practice in chapter three,”
he said. “Since your criticisms concern
our style of worship, you should turn to

chapter three to see how Vyasa, the |

author of Vedanta-siitra, has provided
for our worship.

“You object to our worship of Radha
with Govinda on the superficial grounds
that They are not married. In verses
forty through forty-two I have presented
the true position of Radhain relation to
Krsna. Radha is the eternal energy of
Krsna and is never separated from
Him. Their relationship may be para-
kiya or svakiya, but that does not affect
the eternality of Their union. The sepa-
ration of Radha and Govinda you
have effected is artificial and therefore
offensive to the Lord, who holds deep
affection for His female energy.

“You have criticized our predilection
for worshiping only Krsna, neglecting
neglecting the worship of Narayana,
Visnu, which you say is mandatory for
all Vaisnavas. [ have addressed that point
in my comments to verse forty-three.
According to the Vedanta-siira, Nara-
yana may be worshiped in any of His
forms, including Krsna. No scriptural
injunction prohibits the worship of
Govinda exclusive of Narayana.”

Baladeva continued speaking while
the Ramanandis stood defenseless. He

| sads and nine works of the Vrndavana

[ B B ]

spoke eloquently and exhaustively. A |
rebuttal from the Ramanandis never
developed.

At the end of Baladeva’s presenta-
tion, King Jai Singh waited, weighing
the evidence. The Ramanandis’ silence
confirmed his own opinion.

He delivered his decision in a brief
butconclusive statement. “The evidence
supporting the Gaudiya legitimacy is
unassailable. Hereafter, the Gaudiyas
shall be recognized and respected as an
authorized religious sect. I order the
reunion of Radha with Govinda.”

The Gaudiya mahdantas in Amber, |
free at last from condemnation by the |
Ramanandis, celebrated by building a
temple of victory on the hill overlook-
ing the Galta valley. The temple Deity
was appropriately named Vijaya Go-
pala, “Victorious Gopala.”

At the Feet of Govinda

Baladeva returned to Vrndavana,
where he assumed leadership of the

Gaudiya community. He continued to |

write. Faithful to Jiva Gosvami and
devoted to Lord Caitanya, he produced
commentaries on ten principal Upani-

Gosvamis. He also wrote original works
on grammar, drama, prosody, and poet-
ics. He remained the unquestioned
authority on Vaisnava theology until
his death.*

With Baladeva’s victory over the
Ramanandis, Jai Singh was satisfied.
He had found the synthesis of Vais-
nava religions. And Radha had been
reunited with Govinda on the altar, as
She is in eternity. Jai Singh dedicated |

*The date of Baladeva’s demise isunknown.
His last known written work, Stavamala,
was dated 1764.
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himself to Govinda and passed a long,
productive life as a king and scholar.

In 1714 Jai Singh moved Govinda
to the Jai Nivasa Gardens and installed
Him in a garden house, where He was
worshiped for twenty-one years. In 1735
the king built a temple for Govinda
within the Jaipur palace compound. Jai
Singh later installed Govinda as the
king of Jaipur and accepted the position
of minister for himself. From that time
his royal seal read, sri govinda-
deva carana savai jai singh Sarana:
“Lord Govinda, at whose feet Jai Singh
takes refuge.” @

Nandarani Devi Dasi and Dayananda
Dasawork with the Institute for Vaisnava
Studies, located near Washington, D.C.
The Institute researches Vaisnava
thought, history, and practice.
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Krsna’s Kind Solution:
Train Calves,
Don’t Eat Them!

by Suresvara Dasa

IR KRSNA THE CALF loves coconut fudge, and Sita the teamstress
knows it. Her pockets bulge with the sweet as she and Bir walk to the
training ring. Today the calf will learn his first call: “Get up!”

The earth is soft from the recent rain. Sita carries a lash and leads Bir with a
rope tied to a blue halter. The calf bounds through a cluster of gnats, then
slows as they come to the ring. What's this?

The gate opens, and Bir walks in to explore. He treads the edge and sniffs
the white hardwood boards. The ring is twenty-four feet in diameter. Hoof-
prints stud the grass and mud, the
signatures of oxen training. The
calf’s eyes blink and widen at his
new surroundings. Sita wants to
reassure her charge. She strokes his
head behind the ears. “Good boy,
Bir.”

Time to teach the call. Sita walks
to the center of the ring and lets the
rope slacken. She raises the lash and
taps Bir on the rump (“Get up!™),
goading him forward. She follows
him closely, indicating with her body
he should keep going. When he
stops, another tap. “Get up!”

A few times and Bir has made the
connection between the tap and the
call. “Good boy, Bir. Come here . . .”
The calf walks over to Sita, who
kneels and holds up a piece of fudge.
A crumb falls on the kerchief crown-
ing her hair, flaxen from the sun. A flick and a hck and Bir has it, his lotus eyes
beaming. They are making a pact, animal and human, sealed in mud and trust.

At three months, Bir is the youngest calf at Gita-nagari, the Hare Krsna
farm community in central Pennsylvania. Unlike his brethren in modern
“factory farms,” Bir will never suffer the “veal-crate fate.” Every year, more
than one million male calves are born into darkness, and kept there, chained
round the neck in a stall so tiny they can neither stand up nor turn around. To
keep their flesh pale and tender, they are denied sunlight, exercise, and even
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As soon as man stops working the ox, he wants to
kill him. It is no accident that the technology that produced
the tractor also produced the slaughterhouse.

solid food. Their liquid diet of growth
stimulators, antibiotics, powdered skim
milk, and mold inhibitors gives them an
iron deficiency that satisfies the
consumer’s demand for light meat,
sold as “premium” or “milk-fed” veal.
After three months of living in diar-
rhea, at an age when they could be
trained to work, they are butchered.

Bir is learning remarkably fast. Sita
doesn’t have to follow him so closely
anymore. Just the call and a tap and he
moves forward. Has he learned his
lesson well enough to move without the
lash?

Sita looks Bir in the eyes and raises
the lash. “Bir. .. get up!™

The calf takes a few steps forward,
then stops.

“Get up!”

A swat on the rump and off he goes
at the end of the rope, now circling
behind her. Out of eye contact, he starts
to slow, then speeds up again at the
sound of the call. Sita beams. “Broke to
the word” on the firstlesson! Out comes
the rest of the fudge. “Good boy, Bir.
Very good boy.”

To the modern farmer, Sita and Bir
are an anachronism, a picture in a his-

tory book. The caption reads: “Here’s |

how our farmers used to raise bulls—
for work!™

But has it been a good deal, the ox
for the tractor? His muscle for the en-
gines that roar and pollute and suck up

Disgusted by man’s exploitative domin-
ion over animals, many animal rights

| advocates hold that animals should

not have to work for humans and that
humans have no right to use animal
products.

The genuine advocate is often a
vegan. Appalled by the dairy industry’s
collusion with the slaughterhouse, he
shuns the cow’s milk as well as her meat.
There is an irony here. A cow produces
an average of ten times more milk than

| a calf can consume. To deny humanity

her milk is really to deny that she is our

| mother. And hence the possibility that

we might treat her as such.

The same with the bull. To deprive
humanity of his labor is to obscure his
natural relation to us as a father, who
tills the ground to provide food. This is

| the grave error of religion without

gasoline at soaring prices? His legs for |

the giant wheels that crush and com-
pact? His enriching manure for chemi-
cal fertilizers that exhaust the earth
and contaminate the water table? His
labor for his meat, whose industry sig-
nals the decline of our health? Such
is the progress of science without
religion.

Factory farming finds its antithesis

science, for as soon as man stops work-
ing the ox, he wants to kill him. It is no
accident that the technology that pro-
duced the tractor also produced the
slaughterhouse.

The vegan rightly challenges ex-
ploitation and murderous abuse. Yet
decades, even centuries, of abuse do
not preclude the possibility of kindly
use. And that is what Krsna’s cowherds
have to offer.

In a field near Sita and Bir, Rasala
Dasa, Sita’s husband, works a team of
oxen tedding hay. After hay is cut, it is
tedded, or fluffed up, so air can circu-
late through it for faster drying. Fre-
quent rains have made the cutting
especially thick. The oxen pull a long-

| fingered device that grabs the hay and

in the animal liberation movement. |

throws it up in the air. Rasala walks on
their left side, calling commands so they
go straight over the rows. Rasala rests
the oxen periodically as the sun nears
the meridian. They will finish the field
before it sets.

Sure a tractor can do more—more
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harm than good! Inacouple of years Bir
will join the oxen, spared the veal crate
and the steer market. To work him in
devotional service is to synthesize sci-
ence and religion.

“The Vedic way is to farm with the
ox,” writes ISKCON farm historian
Hare Krsna Dasi, “as humanity has done
for thousands of years, and as much of
the world is still doing—small-scale,
personal, noncapitalistic, nonexploitive
farming. We don’t have toruin the world
to produce food. We can live a simple,
sweetagricultural life, as Krsna Himself
demonstrated.

“This doesn’t mean we have to be
primitive, either. There is a large role
for developing appropriate technol-
ogy—like ox-powered energy genera-
tors and methane digesters—beyond
strictly agricultural applications.”

Granted, the golden calf of historical
progress is a tough idol to topple. Yet
listen to the Vedic view of the earth
when Krsna visited some fifty centuries
ago. “The clouds showered all the water
that people needed, and the earth pro-
duced all the necessities of man in pro-

| fusion. Due to its fatty milk bag and

cheerful attitude, the cow used to
moisten the grazing ground with milk”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.10.4).

“The yearslike greatblack oxentread
the world,” wrote the poet W. B. Yeats,
“And God the herdsman goads them
on behind.” Time will tell if our modern
world can recover the good life Krsna
gave us. But doers like Rasala and Sita
can’t wait for the world. Working oxen
is too rewarding.

“There’s a new moon coming,” says
Sita with a twinkle. “Get up!” @

| Suresvara Dasa, a disciple of Srila

Prabhupada, has lived at Gita-nagari
for ten years.
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The worldwide activities of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

WORLD NEWS

The Bhaktivedanta Book
: - Trust has published four
new books by Srlla Pr‘lbhlipad’l The Journey of Self-
Discovery and A Second Chance come from his lectures.
Message of Godhead was
written before he came to the
West. And Civilization and
Transcendence comes from an
interview by Bhavan’s Journal,
an Indian periodical.

Forthcoming: Narada-bhakti-
sitra, begun by Srila Prabhu-
pada and completed by
Satsvaripa Dasa Goswami and
Gopiparanadhana Dasa.

_—THE—_I
JOURNEY OF
SELF-DISCOVERY

The Bhaktivedanta Archives
has released the final seventeen

Prabhupada’s conversations. The conversations, tran-
scribed from tapes, fill thirty-five volumes. (See Resources
on page 57.)

Devotees in Toronto appear on Vision Television Network
every Saturday afternoon. VI'N has an audience of 80,000.

America’s only Hare Krsna radio station has completed
seven years of broadcasting and has renewed its license for
seven years more. The station is KHON, in Spanish Fork,
Utah.

The New Orleans Rathayatra festival took place February
12, as a feature of the annual Mardi Gras.

Twenty Rathayatra festivals
are planned for the Soviet
Union this summer. Festivals will take place in the capitals
of most of the Soviet republics. Last summer, the festivals
enlivened fifteen Soviet cities.
In Moscow, five hundred Soviet devotees brought the
festival through busy Gorky Park on a Sunday afternoon.

volumes of its collection of Srila | F

Tirtharaja Dasa sounds the conch

During the festival in Leningrad, forty devotees were
initiated—complete with a Vedic fire sacrifice—in
Dvortzovaya Square, where in 1917 the Bolsheviks had
gathered for the
October Revolution.

Devotees in Moscow
have moved in to their
first officially rented
temple, ten minutes by
metro from the center
of the city. Moscow
now has some one
hundred devotees.
Twenty-five go out
daily to sell Krsna
conscious books. On

= Sundays, seventy

. devotees go out
chanting on the Arbat,
s the main tourist street
shell at the Moscow Rathayatra. of the city.
More than sixty cities now have devotees active. Their
main work: distributing Srila Prabhupada’s books.

The latest language to have Krsna conscious books: Mol-
davian. The Moldavian republic lies in the southwestern
part of the Soviet Union, adjoining Romania.

Devotees in Bombay celebrated their annual
_ Rathayatra festival on February 16.

ISKCON Chandigarh held its second Rathayatra this past
fall. Despite widespread civil unrest, the government lifted
curfews just before the festival date and allowed the festi-
val to go on. Thousands of Chandigarh residents attended.

' ISKCON has opened a large temple in Silchar, the third

biggest city in Assam. The temple is near the heart of the
city.

BAck To GODHEAD

35



Every TowN & VILLAGE

ISKCON Sydney’s Food for Life

- : Center served its two-millionth free
meal in November. Local dignitaries attended a celebra-
tion in King’s Cross Park to honor the event.

Devotees have completed their temple at the New Gokula
farm in New South Wales. The Deities from the temple in
North Sydney moved to the new temple, which opened in
early February.

Cutting the cake at the two-millionth meal celebration: Clover
Moore, local member of parliament; Trevor Fenton, president of
the King's Cross Chamber of Commerce; Vic Smith, mayor of
East Sydney; and Jim McClosky, chief inspector of police.

The Adelaide temple has moved to a 24-room Victorian
mansion in the suburb of Semaphore. The building has a
large garden, space for a restaurant, and rooms for guests.

Devotees in Perth have renovated a large turn-of-the-
century house, making it into a temple and asrama. Since

. 1985, devotees have run a successful restaurant in Perth,
on the west coast of Australia.

Sixteen thousand dollars a year has been granted to the
ISKCON temple in Canberra for programs to give out
prasadam. The grant also provides a new van and twice-
weekly use of the Civic Youth Center. At these Youth

Center programs, guests enjoy a full Krsna conscious
evening of kirtana, videos, philosophy, and prasadam.
The grant was awarded by the government of Australia’s
capital territory.

Two huge white bullocks led ISKCON’s second annual
Rathayatra in Coolangatta, Queensland. At the end of the
four-mile procession, 2,000 people enjoyed prasadam and
a festival at the beach.

A radio station in Christ-
. church broadcasts Krsna
conscious news, music, and discussion for half an hour
every Saturday morning.

An ISKCON Life Member has given

_ : land in Kuala Lumpur for a temple.
Plans Cd]] for a four-story building, with meeting rooms, a
prasadam hall, a gurukula, kitchens, guest rooms, and a
library.

ISKCON centers have recently opened in Johore, Bahru,
Sitiawan, and Kulim.

The Hare Krsna temple in Johannesburg

| L - has moved to a new location, a six-story
building downtown.

Students in fourteen South African universities attended

recent scientific lectures by Rasardja Dasa of the Bhakti-

vedanta Institute. He spoke at schools in Durban,

Johannesburg, and Capetown.

A crowd of 200,000 took part in ISKCON’s Rathayatra
festival in Durban, in the last week of December. Some
100,000 people enjoyed full plates of prasadam.

For more detailed news, ISKCON puts out a monthly news-
paper, ISKCON World Review. To subscribe, see page 57.
Any news from your town or village? Please let us know!

MAYAPUR-VRNDAVANA NEWS

Here’s news from the two places most sacred to Hare Krsna
devotees: Mayapur (90 miles north of Calcutta) and Vrn-
davana (90 miles south of New Delhi).

Master Plan

: - The developing master plan for the
Mayapur cny came under review at the annual meeting of
ISKCON’s Governing Body, in early February. Proposed
temple designs were also submitted. More about this in
our next issue.

New Directors

Nares$vara Dasa, who has worked for ISKCON’s Mayapur
project for many years, has been appointed co-director.
He joins longtime director Jayapataka Swami. Harikesa
Swami is now the director for temple construction.

Housing

Mayapur’s householder enclave is expanding. Four fami-
lies have moved into recently completed apartments. Four
apartments are being built for householder devotees from

Back To GODHEAD

36



Every TowN & VILLAGE

northern Europe. And other devotees plan to build houses
in the same area, on land near the prasadam pavilion.

The Mayapur project is also building ten low-cost apart-
ments for local Mayapur devotees.

bhakti-sastri scriptural course will begin in July. The courses
will be sponsored by the Vaisnava Institute for Higher
Education. For information, write to Bhirijana Dasa, VIHE,
Bhaktivedanta Swami Gurukula, Bhaktivedanta Swami

Gurukula
The plans are ready for a new kitchen and prasadam hall.
Construction is waiting for funds.

New Conveniences for Pilgrims

A permanent structure now offers public toilets and
showers for pilgrims. It was built by donations from the
Nahata family of Calcutta.

Permission for Press Building

Plans are set for a Bhaktivedanta Book Trust building, to
be located on the main road, near the existing bank. The
building will house a new offset press. Once the press is
installed, the Bengali printing for Srila Prabhupada’s
books will be done in Mayapur.

Samadhi
Work on Srila Prabhupada’s
samadhi, where his body is buried, has been slowed by
north Indian civil conflicts over Ayodhya.
The construction managers for the Vrndavana samadhi
and the memorial samadhi in Mayapur are now working
closely together to share expertise and resources.

Higher Education
A two-month teacher-training course and a one-year

Marg, Raman Reti, Vrindaban (Dist. Mathura), U.P. 281 124,
India.

Gurukula

Enrollment of students at the gurukula has doubled, to
seventy. Twenty-seven boys have joined from Nepali
brahmana families and five boys from Malaysia. The parents
of the Malaysian boys were impressed by gurukula students

. who toured Malaysia last year.

Two new teachers—Navadvipa Dasa and Vrndavana
Vilasini Devi Dasi—have joined the gurukula staff.

Housing Plans

Architects have finished the plans for a new guesthouse and
apartments, to be built on land owned by the Mayapur-
Vrndavana Trust.

Old Bull Dies

Prajapati, ISKCON Vrndavana'’s original bull, who lived

in ISKCON for 20 years, has died. Devotees took the old bull
on a funeral procession to the River Yamuna with chanting
of Hare Krsna.

Guesthouse
ISKCON’s guesthouse has become increasingly popular

with European visitors. And since December, devotees say,

Israeli visitors have been especially numerous.

PADAYATRA NEWS

Padayatra India
The Padayatra party, ISKCON'’s
“foot pilgrimage” in India, has now

| traveled south past Rame$varam, on the far southeastern

coast in Tamil Nadu, near the island nation of Sri Lanka.
Ramesvaram is said to be the place where Lord Rama-
candra crossed to Lanka on a bridge built by mon-

® Madras
& Mangalore $ P
INDIA
Ij Indian
¢ o Ocean
® Cochin

® Ramesvaram

Tirunelveli @ Tuoticorin
® ® SriVaikuntha

Varkala (Sri Janardan) @ & Naya Tripati

Trivandrum &

keys to battle the demon Ravana.

Continuing south, the party should reach Kanniya
Kumari, at the southernmost tip of India, by the first
week of April. Then they will start moving north,
on India’s western coast. They will visit the Adi
Kesava temple, where Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
discovered the ancient hymns of the Brahma-
sarfthita. Then they will enter the state of Kerala.

Their first big stop in Kerala will be Trivandrum,
the site of the large, impressive temple of Ananta
Padmanabha, Lord Visnu, who reclines on His
serpent bed, Sesa Naga. From the navel of this Visnu
form of the Lord appears the lotus that is the birth-
place of the demigod Brahma, the first created

Thiruvattur (Adi Kesava) @ g SRI
Kanniya Kumari I»ANKA
BackTo G
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Traveling Through Lord Caitanya’s Abode

In February, a separate Padayatra toured Navadvipa, West
Bengal, the area of Lord Caitanya’s birth, childhood, and
youth. Devotees from several nations took part.

Padayatra India in Navadvipa

Padayatra America

A team of trained oxen now lead the American Padayatra.
The oxen, from ISKCON’s farm in Alachua, Florida, pull a
covered wagon (a small traveling temple) six to ten miles a
day. The party, which started from Boston, is scheduled to
reach Miami in March.

Padayatra Europe

Padayatra Europe will resume on May 1. Devotees will
walk from Glasgow to London. The trip—about one
thousand kilometers—will take two and a half months.

Padayatra New Zealand
In January and February, devotees walked two thousand
kilometers to visit forty towns and cities on New Zealand’s
south island. Along with the party, bullocks pulled a
wooden-wheeled ox cart bearing forms of Srila Prabhu-
pada and Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Local district and city councils were cooperative and
hospitable, and New Zealand’s Ministry of Education
arranged for the Padayatra to visit schools along the route.

For more information about Padayatra, write to:

International Padayatra
M-119 Greater Kailash 1, New Delhi 100 048, India
(Phone: 641-2349 or 641-2058)

Padayatra America
820 Wilbur St., San Diego, CA 92109, U.S.A.
(Phone: 619-273-6575)

Padayatra Europe
10 Soho Street, London W1, England
(Phone: 017-437-3662)
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ROFILE

Here’s a Krsna conscious
project you might like to
support or get involved in.
We'll tell you what the goals are,
who’s involved, what’s going on,
what'’s blocking the way, and how
you can give a hand.

PROJECT
Manor Youth Forum (MYF).

HEADQUART ERS

Bhaktivedanta Manor, London.

PROJECT LEADER

Shamir Tanna, 23, from London, a
Nama-Hatta (congregation) member
since 1984. Shamir implements his
ideas under the guidance of Akhan-
dadhi Dasa (Manor president), Sruti
Dhara Dasa, and Sita-Rama

Dasa.

GOALS

To reach the young people, ages 16 to
24, in the temple’s congregation and
involve them in Krsna consciousness,
individually and as a group.

DETAILS

The MYF was set up in September
1989 by a group of young people
active in the Manor’s congregation.
Monthly meetings attract between
150 and 200 for dramas, debates,
discussions, prasadam, and kirtanas
with electric instruments.

“The challenge,” says Shamir
Tanna, “is to show young people
absorbed in their education, work,
and home life that Krsna conscious-
ness is relevant and vital to them.”

“Rather than give lectures, we
organize debates where people can
freely express their opinions on
spiritual issues.”

The interest spawned from these

meetings grows on Sunday evening
through study, association with
devotees, and practical service. Many
of the young people are involved in
door-to-door sankirtana. They spread
the word of Krsna consciousness at
festivals and other youth events.

' PLANS

The MYF wants to provide oppor-
tunities for young people to take a
sabbatical from work or college and
gain the benefit of a year’s training in
the asrama. Last September six
members of the MYF took this up.
The MYF
would also like to
increase the
number of Krsna
conscious pro-
grams at universi-
ties and colleges,
continue the
theater work-
shops recently
started, and
sponsor annual
excursions. Next
year the members
plan to travel to

e Slc i : : — New Mayapur,
The Manor Youth Forum along with British and Radhadesa ISKCON’s farm
devotees during 5-day visit to Radhadesa, ISKCON's renovated community in
castle in Belgium. France.

Last summer, fifty members of the
MYF went on a five-day excursion to
Radhadesa, the ISKCON community
at a renovated castle in Belgium.
They took part in the temple pro-
gram, had extra classes, and went to
the Rathayatra festival in Antwerp.

| The MYF produces its own quarterly

magazine and has set up several
weekly programs in colleges its mem-
bers attend.

OBSTACLES

Nurturing the spiritual lives of such
a large number of young people, all
with materialistic pressures and
influences on them, calls for serious
and increasing commitment from
many devotees. It is a difficult
program to maintain in the face

of other temple needs.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

In England:

e Attend monthly programs at the
temple.

e Set up educational programs at
your college,

e Fund various MYF projects.

| For further information, contact:
Shamir Tanna or Siti-Rama Dasa at
Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore

| Heath, Watford, Hertfordshire WD2

| 8EP, U.K. Phone: (0923) 856269.

Elsewhere: Help set up or take part
in similar programs through the Hare
Krsna temple nearest you.




ROMANIAN BR

We were amazed
at the response
of the audience in
Prague. They
danced and chanted
with such enthusiasm
that we were
reminded of the “g
old days” in the
sixties and seventies
when many of
us had joined the
Hare Krsna
movement.

S acinandana Swami

took part in all the chanting
parties on the streets of
Romania until sent back

to Germany to recuperate
from a fever and

gain strength for the

next tour in
Czechoslovakia.

Photos by
Nitya Trpta Devi Dasi




EAKTHROUGH

Romanians and Czechs dance to
the holy names of Krsna.

Romanian Vignettes
by Suhotra Swami

December 1989: lirna, Sweden

PELLBOUND, I watch the satel-
lite TV news with Kirtiraja Pra-
bhu, ISKCON’s Governing

Body representative for Eastern Eu-
rope. We're sitting in the apartment of
Vedavyasa Dasa, a Russian émigré
who’d done time in a Soviet psy-
chiatric prison because of his faith in

Devorees chant in
Bucharest, where
the two indoor
programs they held
there each drew
more than three
thousand people.

Krsna, before the days of glasnost and
perestroika.

Scenes from a new and frightening
phase in the changes sweeping Commu-
nist Romania flicker on the screen:
Running gun battles in the streets
of Romania’s cities as the dreaded
Securitate (secret police) try to thwart
army-supported, pro-democracy forces
from taking over the government. A
grisly display of exhumed victims of the
Red terror in Timisoara, their wrists
bound with barbed wire. A nightmarish

7y
JARE KRISHNA +
HARE KRISHNA ' §

Aur of our indoor engagements throughout Romania and
Czechoslovakia drew thousands of people, mostly young students.
The program was simple: devotional songs with traditional
instruments, then a multi-projector slide show, a philosophical
talk, and congregational chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.
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look into the maze of tunnels under |
central Bucharest where armed thugs
loyal to the toppled regime make a last
stand. The sightlessly staring face of
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, his body
riddled with the bullets of an exultant
firing squad.

We learn that after more than two
decades of repression many Romanians
find it hard to believe that, in the words
of one exiled writer, “Dracula is finally |
dead.”

I'd visited Romania ten years before
to see what opportunity there was for
spreading Krsna consciousness. I suc-
ceeded only in selling some books to an
Indian guestinstructor at the University
of Bucharest who’d written a letter ask-
ing for someone from ISKCON to visit
him.

Some of his students came to his
apartment while I was there, but he
quietly advised me not to reveal too
much about myself in their presence
and not to let our discussions move
beyond the subject of “Indian cul-
ture.”  found these young people good-
hearted and surprisingly interested in
religious matters. But a palpable para-
noia hung in the air over the Romania
of that time.

In 1976 my German Godbrother
Avinasa Candra Prabhu had been
thrown out of the country for making
the very first attempt to spread Krsna
consciousness there.

Now, as we watch joyous throngs in
the streets of Bucharest celebrating the
first Christmas without Ceausescu that

At every program,
such as this one

in Bucharest, people
crowded the

book stall, eager to
learn more about
Krsna consciousness.
They bought the
books even though
they were in
English, German,
and French, not
Romanian.

many Romanians have ever seen,
Kirtiraja turns to me with a broad smile
and says, “Looks like Krsna just gave
you another shot at Romania!”

Suhotra Swami, an American disciple of
Srila Prabhupada, has been traveling
and spreading Krsna consciousness in
Europe since the mid-seventies. He is
currently serving in the Scandinavian
countries.

Krsna Culture on Tour
by Nitya Trpta Devi Dasi

March /April, 1990

TWO OR THREE times a year at the
Hare Krsna farmin the Bavarian Forest
of Germany, the four devotees who
make up the Gauranga Bhajana Band*
get ready for a tour.

Till last year, they’d mainly toured
Germany. But lately they’ve been mov-
ing through Eastern Europe.

On the farm, forty kilometers from
Czechoslovakia, fifty from Austria, the
devotees spend a few days in practice,
and then they’re ready. They don’t
pretend to be professional musicians;
they're devotees giving philosophical
and spiritual ideas through culture.
It works.

Some fifteen or twenty devotees
travel on the tour, running the sound

*The Gauranga Bhajana Band will tour
Poland in May for thirteen days.




Ina utility closet
at the University
of Prague,

two cleaning ladies
spontaneously
chant Hare Krsna
during the
program there.
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S acinandana
Swami sprinkles
a dancing
audience with
refreshing
rose-scented
water.

system, cooking, chanting,
dancing, and distributing
books.

Irecently traveled with
the band for seventeen
days in Romania and
Czechoslovakia.

The program was sim-
ple: devotional songs with
traditional instruments,
then a multi-projector
slide show, a philoso-
phical talk, and congrega-
tional chanting of the Hare
Krsna manira.

In Cluj, Romania,
some young women who
had been sitting next
to the projection booth
deluged me with ques-
tions during the intermis-
sion. What'’s tilaka? What
about reincarnation?
What about everything.
When the program was
over, they were nearly
in tears at the thought of
leaving.

In lasi, a so-called model city in east-
ern Romania, near the Soviet border, the
young Romanian whohad organized our
tour told us that people were shocked at
our openness in speaking publicly on
God consciousness. Only one or two
months before, this would have been a
punishable offense.

For each of our two programs in
Bucharest, the Romanian capital, over
three thousand people showed up. Dur-
ing the chanting of Hare Krsna at the
end, many literally jumped out of their
seats. They flooded the stage with flow-
ers—a tradition for a performance ap-
preciated. The holy name of Krsna had
melted their hearts.

In Czechoslovakia, people had a dif-
ferent mood. Many took notes during
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In Timisoara, curious
Romanians gather to get their
first look at Hare Krsna
chanters: from left, Arjuna Dasa,
Gauravani Dasa, Krsna Ksetra
Dasa, and Suhotra Swami.

the lecture. Others followed the tour
from city to city.

And it was in Czechoslovakia that
we discovered the bliss of asking the
audience to move away the chairs and
learn the “swami step”—the way Srila
Prabhupada taught us to dance. @

Nitya Trpta Devi Dasi joined the Hare
Krsna movement in 1975 in Los Ange-
les. For ten years she worked in Photo-
loka, the photography department of the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Then she
migrated to Italy, where she and her
husband set up Krsna Vision, a crea-
tive source for Krsna conscious multi-
projector slide shows.

ISKCON in Eastern Europe

Albania Hungary

e No activity to report. e Devotees active since 1976.

e Government extremely e Legally registered as a reli-
restrictive, but policies gious organization.
are gradually changing. ® Bhagavad-gita and several
Opportunities seem to be other books available.
opening up. e® Center in Budapest.

e One small book available. e 40 devotees.

e No centers.

Poland

Bulgaria e Devotees active under-

e Devotees active under- ~ ground since 1975.
ground since 1978, in the e Legally registered as a
open since end of 1989. religious organization
In the past, Bulgarian since June 1988.
devotees suffered serious e All books available.
repressions, culminating e Temples in Warsaw and
in the mysterious death Wroclaw and a farm near
of the leading Bulgarian Jelenia Gora. Many
devotee, Radhévallabha congregational centers
Dasa. springing up around the

e Society now legally regis- country.
tered as an “idealistic e 125 devotees.
society.”

e Bhagavad-gita and small Romania
g ‘avalla_ble. e TFirst devotee foray: 1976.

sec-nien 0 o Devotees steadily active
L lovaiy since 1989.

® 20devotees. e [Sopanisad translated, soon

Czechoslovakia fo be Prilited,

e No centers yet.
e First devotee foray: 1978.
Steady underground Yugoslavia
acHyig)oMce 1980. ; e Devotees active since 1976.

o Soueymonlceally e8I~ o Legally registered society.
texed as gy08d DICIELY. e Srimad-Bhagavatam,

. Bhagavad-g:ta,‘f(_r yna several other books, and
Bot:)k, Wi il the first portion of
Caitanya, and se_veral Caitanya-caritamrta
other books available. .

3 available.

° Center‘s in Prague and e Centers in Belgrade,
Brauslav‘a, plus S Sarajevo, Ljubljana, and
community in the coun- Precrad

: : grada.
tryside outside Prague. o 100 devotees.

e 40 devotees.
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What Does Bhakti
Have to Do with Ve

Puzzling
Inconsistencies

The letter to the Institute

HE BROCHURE you sent me

states, “Our in-house research

uses paradigms for conscious-
ness from the Bhagavata tradition of
Vedanta.” This statement is a source of
confusion for me.

It is well known that the Vedas are
divided into two sections, the first being
the karma-kdanda section and the last
the jAana-kanda section. The jAana-
kanda section is also called Vedanta (or
“end of the Veda”).

The word “bhagavata” means “one
who is devoted to Bhagavata (the
Lord).” The material relating to the
“Bhagavata tradition” and “bhakti”
(devotion) is covered in the karma-
kandasection of the Vedas andisnot the
subject of Vedanta.

Bhakti assumes a dualistic relation-

ship between the devotee and the Lord |

whereas Vedanta is “advaita,” or non-
dualistic.

Therefore, 1 am confused by the
name of your institute, “Bhaktive-
danta,” since according to my under-
standing the words “bhakti” and
“Vedanta” refer to separate teachings,
with fundamental differences, that em-
ploy different methodologies.

My confusion is further augmented
by the fact that there was a well-known
swami, Swami Prabhupada (who also
went by the name A.C. Bhaktivedania),
who founded the Hare Krishna move-
ment. As you no doubt know, the Hare
Krishna society is a modern religious
movement totally unrelated to tradi-

R

tional Vedanta.

When one studies traditional
Vedanta, one learns that there is a clear
distinction made between absolute
reality (paramarthika) and empirical
reality (vyavaharika). In this con-
text, science is the study of empirical
reality.

Traditional Vedanta teaches that
the fundamental nature of everything
(absolute reality) is consciousness (or
awareness). Further, empirical reality is
dependent on consciousness (absolute
reality).

So if one subscribes to the teach-

“I I is untrue

that those

who perform
bhakti are devoid
of knowledge.
Rather, knowl-
edge at its highest
level culminates
in devotion. This
is confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita.”

Ravi Gomatam, of the Bhaktivedanta Institute
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| ings of traditional Vedanta it logically
| follows that science (the study of de-
pendent reality) is subsumed by con-
sciousness. Another way of saying this
is that “science” is the “object” of the
“subject” which is consciousness.

[ am impressed thatyouhave ahighly
competent staff, and [ am puzzled by
the philosophical inconsistencies that
appear in the material you sent me.

I would very much appreciate your
response to this letter.

Sincerely,
Lee Kaplan
Santa Barbara, California
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: l I lt: ] ? NOTHING, says a letter to the Bhaktivedanta Institute.
¢ EVERYTHING, Ravi Gomatam replies.

The Purpose
Of Vedanta

Ravi Gomatam,
international secretary of
the Bhaktivedanta Institute,
responds

THE WORD Bhaktivedanta is not at all |
incongruous, popular understanding of |
bhakti and Vedanta notwithstanding.

There are two traditions of Ve-
danta—the impersonalist and the Vais-
nava. Both have existed since time
immemorial. Sripada AdiSankaracarya
is the best-known modern dcarya
(teacher) of the impersonalist school,
and Sripéda Ramanujacarya, Sripada
Madhvacarya, and Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu are the best known modern
acaryas of the Vaisnava school.

When the impersonalists speak of
Vedanta, they generally refer to the
Sariraka-Bhasya of Sripada Adi San-
karacarya. Butthisis not the only bhasya
(commentary) on Vedanta-siitra. There
are outstanding commentaries by Vais-
nava dcaryas, such as the Sri Bhasya
of Ramanujacarya, Govinda Bhasya of
Baladeva Vidyabhusana, and Tatparya
Nirnayas of Madhvacarya.

Personalist Vedanta

| jAana and bhakti, asyou

tellectual (and, by
implication, more
advanced).

But the truth is
that every bona
fide Vedic tradi-
tion is directly
based on Vedanta.
The two schools,
therefore, are not

mention, but Mayavada
(impersonalist) and Vaisnava
(personalist).

Itis therefore untrue that those who
perform bhakti are devoid of knowl-
edge. Rather, knowledge at its highest
level culminates in devotion. This is
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, which gives
the essence of the Upanisads, which
in turn form the basis of jAaana-kanda.
Bahiinam janmanam ante jfianavan
mam prapadyate: Aftermany births and
deaths, the real jiigni surrenders to
Vasudeva, Lord Sri Krsna (Bg. 7.19).

In the twelfth chapter of Bhagavad-
gita, Arjuna asks which path is better,
the impersonal or the personal. Lord
Krsna answers unambiguously that the
personal path is better.

The personalist and impersonalist
schools both follow practices of bhakti

| and of jaana. Indeed, jiiana and bhakti

| are eternal characteristics of the con-

The presence of the Vaisnava com-
mentaries refutes the popular notion
that only one tradition studies Vedanta,
while the other, called bhakti, has noth-
ing to do with it. Bhakti, supposedly, is
for the less intelligent (“people of
the heart” is the usual cliche) while
impersonalist jiana is for the highly in-

scious spirit soul. In the material world
they are directed to the wrong objects,
butin the spiritual world they are present
in their pure form.

When we speak of Bhaktivedanta,
therefore, we refer to the Vaisnava
(personalist) Vedanta tradition. We use
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alone has come by

usage to refer to the
impersonalist
school.

The first Bhakti-
vedanta commen-
tary on Vedanta-
sitra was Srimad-

Bhagavatam, writ-
ten by the compiler of
Vedanta-siatra himself,
Srila Vyasadeva. Later

Vaisnava acaryas further elab-
orated on the meaning of Vedanta
by following in Srila Vyasadeva’s
footsteps.

Beyond Devotion to Demigods

Now, some of your objections are
not just a matter of philosophical differ-
ence but are factually incorrect. For
example, you say, “Bhakti is covered in
the karma-kanda section of the Vedas
and is not the subject of Vedanta.” No-
where in the scriptures is this substanti-
ated. The karma-kanda section of the
Vedas concerns fruitive activities—that
is, religious rituals performed for ma-
terial rewards. These are technically
called trai-gunya-visaya veda, or affairs
of the three modes of material nature.

But bhakti is transcendental to the
three modes and to fruitive mentali-
ties. The beginning and fundamental
tenet of bhakii is to serve the Supreme
Lord without expectation of material
rewards. How then can bhakti be a sub-
ject of the karma-kanda section? What
you might be confusing it with is

| the worship of the demigods—Lord
the term deliberately, since Vedanta !

(please turn to page 60)



Guided omments about her first t
Yadurani Devi Dasi worked with Muralidhara Dasa and Bharadvaja Dasa to
ch was published in Srila Prabhupada’s Krsna book in




ART FOR
GOD'S SAKE

Srila Prabhupada taught that art, however crudely done,
is perfect when done to please Krsna.

by Yadurani Devi Dasi

N NEW YORK CITY, 1967, Srila Prabhupada asked me to do a painting of
Narada Muni, a great sage who travels everywhere in the universe and
beyond, enlightening all he meets.

“Come into my room,” Prabhupada said. “I’ll give youanidea how todoit.”

Prabhupada handed me a picture he had brought from India. It showed
Narada walking through a forest holding wooden clappers in his left hand and a
stringed instrument (called a vina) in his right. Prabhupada then handed me a
small strip of paper on which he had written the caption narada muni bajaya vina
radhika-ramana name, which he translated as “Narada Muni plays his vina and
chants Hare Krsna.”

I finished the painting in a few days, and although it was crudely done,
Prabhupada seemed pleased. He had it hung in the temple for all guests tosee, and
he asked me to paint similar ones for his other temples.

By 1968 I was in Boston and ready to do the painting a second time. During
my student days at City College of New York, before I had ever met Prabhupada,
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“If our things have no market
in the sense gratification society, that does not mean
we are going to change our principles. We are meant for
satisfying Krishna, not anybody’s senses.”

people would line up for several blocks
at the New York Metropolitan Museum
of Art to get a one-minute view of the
Mona Lisa. Now I remembered that
and thought, “If [ can paint in that
Renaissance style, people will come
from all over to see paintings of Krsna
and His devotees like Narada Muni.”

So I went to the Boston library and
studied Michelangelo and Da Vinci. The
result was a painting of a muscle-bound
Narada Muni with gaunt cheeks in a
California redwood forest. I sent the
painting to our Los Angeles branch,
and the devotees wrote me letters about
how they loved it and how it increased
their ecstasy during kirtana.

Then Prabhupada, who had been in
India for several months, returned to
the United States and visited Los Ange-
les. He wrote me on April 8, 1968.

“My dear Jadurani,

“Please accept my blessings. I am in
due receipt of your letter dated April 2,
1968, and I thank you very much for
1/ P
“You are already a great artist. You
don’t want to become a great artist to
satisfy the senses of the public. If your
present paintings are not acceptable to
the general public, I do not mind; they
are fools. You continue trying your best

to make your pictures, as far as theycan |

be, nice-looking, but not to satisfy the
senses of the rascal public.

“Yesterday I have been in a Uni-
tarian Church, and there I saw two pic-
tures of only logs and bamboos. I was
explained by our great artist Govinda
dasi that these are modern abstract arts.
Anyway, I could see in them nothing
butacombination of logs and bamboos.
There was nothing to impel my Krishna
consciousness. So if you want to be a
great artist in that way, I will pray that

Krishna may save you.

“Anyway, if the public doesn’t buy,
we don’t mind. Why are you anxious for
selling? We shall distribute them to
devotees without any price. If our things
have no market in the sense gratifica-
tion society, that does not mean we are
going to change our principles. We are
meant for satisfying Krishna, not
anybody’s senses. That should be the
principle of our life.

“In this connection I may remark
thatyouhave sent one picture of Narada
Muni which I understand was copied
from some so-called great artist. But
Narada Muni’s body appears to be very
sensuous. He was a first-class brahma-
cari [celibate young man]. He cannot
have such a sensuous body.

“Soyouwill dowell not to work from
the so-called well-known artists. But
you should follow exactly the descrip-
tions of the scriptures. The picture of
Narada Muniwhich you painted in New
York in my presence was very nice and
good looking, but this picture here
doesn’tappealtome. Betternot to worry
about this sort of technique and
style....”

Depressed, thinking [ had not pleased
Prabhupada, I took courage and gath-
ered all my strength to write an expla-
nation and an apology.

I received his reply on April 13 from
San Francisco.

“My dear Jadurani,

“Please accept my blessings. [ am in
due receipt of your letter post-dated
April 11, and this is the first time I
received your letter finished in three
lines. So I can understand that you have
been depressed by receiving my last
letter.

“The idea is that there is a story that
‘T have lost my caste, and still my belly
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| is not filled.” In India it is the custom

- that the Hindus do not ever take meals

in the house of a Mohammedan, Chris-
tian, or of anyone other than a Hindu
brahmin. But a man was very hungry
and accidentally he took his food in
the house of a Mohammedan. And
when he wanted still more food, the
man refused, as the man could not
supply.

“So the Hindu man said, ‘Sir, I have
lost my caste, and still I am hungry!’

“Similarly, if artistic pictures as they
are approved by the people in general
in this country can be sold quickly, I
have no objection to present our pic-
tures in such a way. But I know that
pictures in this country are sold not on
the merit of the picture but on the repu-
tation of the artists. That system is also
current in India. But to come to the
point of a reputed artist will require
long duration of time. And our time is
very short. We have to finish our Krishna
consciousness during our lifetime, and
we should not waste a single moment
for anything else.

“According to Caitanya-caritamria,
amanis famous who is known as a great
devotee of Krishna. So if there is no
possibility of selling our pictures
immediately on presentation, I do not
think there is any necessity to improve
our artistic craftsmanship. . . .”

Srila Prabhupada advised me not to
waste a single moment trying to make
my paintings commercially profit-
able. I should simply paint for Krsna.
When Krsnais pleased, the whole world
benefits.

Yadurani Devi Dastis working on Krsna
conscious picture books and illustrative
comics in graphic novelstyle. She lives at
ISKCON's New York City temple.
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ISKCON COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

To Serve Is Natural

More to say about the role of women in the Hare Krsna movement.

by Visnupriya Devi Dasi

Last issue, we published what several
devotee women had to say about the role
of women in ISKCON. Our staff, of
course, saw the issue before it came out,
and onestaff member had strong feelings
about it. So now she joins in the discus-
sion, with a differing point of view.

Ithough women and men are
spiritually equal, we women
cannot deny the obvious fact

that we have the physical constitution
of women. A woman can easily be
taken advantage of and corrupted by
unscrupulous men, as we now see to
be an ever more common experience.

The Vedic scriptures compare a
woman to fire and a man to butter.
When butter comes near fire, it melts.
When men and women mix indiscrimi-
nately, good intentions melt, material |
desires manifest, and Krsna conscious- |
ness is forgotten.

So the scriptures say that a woman
1s to be sheltered—by her
father before marriage,
by her husband after mar-
riage, and by her son when
the husband accepts the
renounced order of life.

Why should women be
subservient to men? A
woman journalist once
asked this question of Srila
Prabhupada. i

“Not should be,” Srila
Prabhupada answered.
“They are. . . . You have
become voluntarily sub-
servient to yourman. That
1s nature. They [women]
are seeking to become
subservient by attracting
a man: ‘Take me as sub-
servient.’ Thatis natural.”
[t is natural for a woman

YAMARAIA DASA

to be a chaste wife and a good cook. It
is natural for her to serve her husband
lovingly, help him progress in Krsna
consciousness, and help him raise Krsna
conscious children. In this way she be-
comes dear to her husband and, by her

| devotion to scriptural injunctions, dear

to Lord Krsna. In this way she achieves
the ultimate goal of human life.

But what preaching opportunities
does this leave for a woman? After all,
ISKCON isapreachingmovement,and
Lord Krsna says that His best servant is
the preacher. Why should women be
left out?

Anyone who teaches by example is
a preacher, Srila Prabhupada says. In
that way, everyone in our movement is
apreacher. The temple cook, the pujari,
the devotee sweeping the floor—all of
them are preaching just by serving
Krsna.

As a mother and wife, the Krsna
conscious woman has a great responsi-
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bility for preaching, and she has to take
this seriously so she can give Krsna
consciousness to others and help them
perfect their lives by leading them to
the lotus feet of Lord Sri Krsna.

We women do not have to adopt the
artificial ideals of “equal rights” in or-
der to preach. We can preach profoundly
by following the examples of great Krsna
conscious women like Queen Gandhari,
Queen Kunti, and Sita Devi.

“Purity is the force,” Srila Prabhu-
pada says. Our potency to preach lies
not in an equal-rights movement or a
high-profile position but in purity.

What have “equal rights™ and “high
profiles” brought women anyway? Ex-
ploitation, broken families, broken
marriages, an animalistic chain of un-
caring sexual partners, abortion, chil-

| dren bereft of parental love, and above

all, no time for Krsna consciousness.

If we devotee women stay on the
bodily platform, hankering for artificial
equal rights, then what s the difference
between us and materialistic women?
Like them, we will simply miss the whole
purpose of human life—love of Krsna.

A Krsna conscious woman is a wife
to her husband and a mother not only to
her children but to all men other than
her husband. She helps them in their
Krsna consciousness just as she would
help her own children. Thisis the sign of
a Vaisnava: living for the welfare of
others.

Women in Krsna consciousness
should not feel that they are lowering
themselves by accepting what is natu-
ral. On the contrary, women who live in
their true role are highly esteemed by
sadhus (saintly persons), by sastra
(scripture),and by Lord Krsna Himself.
And Krsna conscious women are very
much needed in the present age.

If we ignore our natural duties, we



simply create a disturbance in society, | Puranas, and Narada-paricaratra is just |

| a needless disturbance in society”

and nothing else.

Sruti-smyti-puranadi-
paficaratra-vidhim vina

aikantiki harer bhaktir
utpatayaiva kalpate

(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.101).
Here is true equality: When women

and men follow the scriptures and act in

keeping with their natural position, then

| they will find peace and fulfillment, and

“Devotional service to the Lord that | by their example they will help others
ignores the scriptureslike the Upanisads, | attain the ultimate goal of life. @

Visnupriya Devi Dasi comes from a
Gujarati Indian family in Fiji. There she
wasinitiated by Tamal Krishna Goswami
in 1979 and distributed Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books for several years before
coming to America. She now lives in San
Diego, where she assists her husband
in his role as sales manager for Back to
Godhead.

‘'The Hare Krsna Calendar

Month of Visnu
(March 1-March 30)

MARCH

S_Appearance anniversary of Srila Srivasa
Pandita, a close associate of Lord Caitanya

Mahaprabhu.

12-——Pépamocani Ekadasi—Fasting from grains

and beans.

13-—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Govinda

PAINTING BY YADURAN] BEVT DASE
|

Lord Ramacandra (center) with His consort,
Sita Devi, His brother Laksmana, and His eternal
servant Hanuman.

Ghosa Thakura, an associate of Lord Caitanya.

20—Appearance anniversary of Srila Ramanuj-
acarya, a famous eleventh-century philosopher

and spiritual master.

24—S1i Rama Navami. The appearance anni-

versary of Lord Ramacandra. Fasting till noon, then

feasting.

beans.

Rasa-yatra.

APRIL

grains and beans.

Caitanya.

and beans.

26—Kamada Ekadasi. Fasting from grains and

30—Sri Krsna Vasanta Rasa. Sri Balarama

Month of Madhusudana
(March 31-April 14)

9—Disappearance anniversary of Srila Vrndavana
Dasa Thakura, author of Sri Caitanya Bhagavata,
a famous biography of Lord Caitanya.

11—Varithini Ekadasi. Fasting from

14—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gadadhara Pandita, a close associate of Lord

Month of Purusottama
(April 15-May 14)

24—Mohini Ekadasi. Fasting from grains

locations.
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Calendar caleulated for Sridham Mayapur,
West Bengal, India. Dates may vary for other



(continued from page 3)

defiant, sometimes defensive tone of
the five women was what one would
expect from a different publication.

BTG has always been Srila Prabhu-
pada’s tool for expressing the philo-
sophy of Krishna consciousness. It was
meant toawaken conditioned souls from
the misidentification with their bodies
and minds and educate them in spiri-
tual thoughts and actions. Prabhupada
wanted devotees to write about their
realizations, yes, but with a grave and
friendly attitude.

It is time to stop blaming ISKCON
for our problems. It is the same as
blaming Srila Prabhupada. “ISKCON
is nondifferent from my body,” Srila
Prabhupada said.

We should grow up and take the
responsibility for our own mistakes. Srila
Prabhupada never told women to act
like men. Nor did he tell them that their
marriages should keep them from
preaching. And he never told men that
women cannot preach.

“There are no problems in Krishna i

consciousness,” Srila Prabhupada said.

the mind.”

Krishna consciousness is simple and |

joyful. If our own lives are less than
joyful, then we have complicated the
recipe somewhere.
Parvati Devi Dasi
San Diego, California

Practical Understanding

Special thanks go to Yadurani, whose
article in the “Women in Krsna
Consciousness” section was full of
scriptural vision. Her article shone the

most transcendental light on the |

“women’s issue” and made me feel,
“This person I could take shelter of.”
Instead of saying, “I am a female
devotee,” she wrote with the under-
standing “I am a spirit soul in a material
body.” Her advice gave the most
practical instruction on how a woman
can mold her thinking so as to return to
the spiritual world as neither a man nor
a woman but a servant of the Lord.
Vaijayanti Mala Dasi
Murwillumbah, New South Wales
Australia

Shorter Than You Think

Iwould like to answer the letter written
by the 16-year-old aspiring devotee
having problems with wanting to live
atthe temple and notbeingof age [BTG
January/February].

When I read your letter, I was
surprised to hear how similar it was to
mine about a year ago. I was 16 also.

I've had a very hard year, and now
I'm at a boarding school. Yes, it’s tough
towait to be of age, but you have to trust
Krsna that He will take care of you no
matter what. As I said before, I've had
adifficult time this year. ButI know that
all I've been through and am going
through is a part of His plan. Krsna has
been merciful to me to allow me to still
love Him, worship Him, and put my
faith in Him.

LETTERS

Please don’t run away to a temple |

while you're still under age. I'm sure
you know about the ordeal with Robin
George [BTG, January/February]. In
the long run, you'll suffer and so will
ISKCON. I've wanted to run away to a

| temple many times, but I don’t want to

“Ifthere are problems, itisa creation of | jmpose any danger on the devotees.

And stay in school, no matter how
hard it is. And it’s very hard, I know.
You've got two more years. It seems
long, but it’s shorter than you think.

Just keep chanting and reading
Prabhupada’s books every day. And
maintain good, steady devotee asso-
ciation. That is very important.

I hope I have helped a little. You're
not alone. Why don’t you write to me
and let’s talk about Krsna.

Cindy Min
616 High St.
Bath, Maine 04530

OUR REPLY: Chant, chant, chant Hare
Krsna!

Causeless Mercy

In 1981 I was fortunate to come across
an issue of BTG which turned my face
to the Supreme Lord Krsna. By “ajnata
sukrti” [the merit of pious deeds
unknowingly performed] and by the
causelessmercy of Lord Krsna, I became
the candidate to receive the unlimited
mercy of Srila Prabhupada. Although I
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neverhad “darshana” [audience] of him,
just by associating with him in thoughts
I can experience the ecstasies and
blessings of his mercy. I very much wish
that the same mercy of the pure devotee
of Krsna be distributed all over in the
form of BTG and other means. If I
could be of any service in this, kindly let
me know.

Dr. P. V. Patel

Kikuyu, Kenya

Happiness Every Day

The BTG’s are my reading cvery even-
ing. Happiness is with me every day. I
think it has to have something to do
with chanting and thinking of Krsna as
much as possible.
Doris Wheatley
Lake Park, Florida

Why Doesn’t Krsna
Come Now?

Whenever there’s a decline of religion
and a predominant rise of irreligion,
Krishna comes down. So why doesn’t
He come now? His next incarnation is
going to be in some 400,000 years, but
by that time this world will be in big
trouble. Why can’t He come sooner?
Sayeda Daya
Scarborough, Ontario
Canada

OURREPLY: Lord Krsna hascome here
now. In the presentage, He comesin the
form of His holy name. The Caitanya-
caritamrta says, kali-kale nama-riipe
krsna-avatara: “InKali-yuga Lord Krsna
descendsin the form of His holy name.”
Only five hundred years ago, the Lord
appeared as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
to spread the movement of sankirtana,
the chanting of the holy names of the
Lord, as found in the maha-mantra—
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare. So we can
best take advantage of the Lord’s pres-
ence by chanting these holy names. @

We welcome your letters. Send corres-
pondence to The Editors, Back to God-
head, PO. Box 90946, San Diego, CA
02169-0864, U.S.A.



EDUCATION(continued from page 6) |
Andthissort oflife, SnlaPrabhupada
teaches, is the most dangerous, because |

one risks transmigrating from one body |

to another, and even into lower species
of life.

“Withoutspiritual education, people
are kept in dark ignorance and do not
know what will happen to them after
the annihilation of the present body.

“They are working blindly, and
blind leaders are directing them. Andha
yathandhair upaniyamanas te ’'pisa-
tantryam uru-damni baddhah. A fool-
ish person does not know that he is

completely under the bondage of ma-
terial nature and that after death ma-
terial nature will impose upon him a
certain type of body, which he will have
to accept. He does not know that al-
though in his present body he may be a
very important man, he may next get
the body of an animal or tree because of
his ignorant activities in the modes of
material nature.” '?

“Even influential professors and
other educators say that as
soon as the body is finished,
everything is finished. This
atheistic philosophy is kill-

origin of everything, the Personality of
Godhead.

Any education that does not lead
one to understand Krsna, Srila Prabhu-
pada says, is false education. “If Krsna
consciousness is missing, one is simply
engaged in false activities and false edu-
cational pursuits.” ¢

“Everyone has dormant love for
Krsna, and by culture and education
that has to be awakened. That is the
purpose of this Krsna consciousness
movement.

“Once Lord Caitanya asked Ram-
ananda Raya what the best part of edu-
cation was. Ramananda Raya replied
that the best part of education is ad-
vancement in Krsna consciousness.” !’

“If one simply becomes a teacher or
professor,” Srila Prabhupada writes,
“but does not understand Krsna, his
teaching is like the disturbing braying
of an ass.” ¥

Srila Prabhupada concludes, “In all
the schools, colleges, and universities,
and at home, all children and youths

should be taught to hear about the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. In other
words, they should be taught to hear the
instructions of Bhagavad-gita, to put
them into practice in their lives, and
thus to become strong in devotional
service, free from fear of being degraded
to animal life.” " @

REFERENCES

Srila Prabhupada’s statements quoted in
this article come from Raja-vidya: The King
of Knowledge (RV) and from the purports
to the verses cited below from Sri Io-
panisad (SI), Bhagavad-gita As It Is (BG),
Srimad-Bhagavatam (SB), and the Adi-lila
of Caitanya-caritamrta (CC).

(1) RV, p8, (2) RV, p.8, (3) SI, p.9,

(4) SB 7.6.4, (5) SB 7.6.16, (6) SB 7.6.4,

(7) CC 9.42, (8) SB 2.3.19, (9) SB 8.16.19,
(10) BG 9.2, (11) SB 8.16.19,

(12) SB 8.16.19, (13) CC 9.43, (14) CC 9.43,
(15) SB 4.29.56, (16) SB 4.29.49,

(17) SB 4.29.51, (18) CC 13.29,

(19) SB 7.6.1

Materialistic and Vedic Education

ing human civilization.” ¥
How so? Misled by such
ignorance masked as know-

ledge, “people are irresppn-
sibly performing all sorts of
sinful activities, and thus the

privilege of the human life is

being taken away by the

educational propaganda of

the so-called leaders.”

“Actually the so-called
teachers or leaders of ma-
terial society do not really
know the goal of life. They
are described in Bhagavad-
gita as mayayaphrta-jiand.
That is, they appear to be
very learned scholars, but
the influence of the illusory
energy has taken away their
knowledge. Real knowl-
edge means searching out
Krsna.”

The Best Part of
Education

When Srila Prabhupada
speaks of Krsna, He refers
to the Absolute Truth, the

(A Quick Comparison)
MATERIALISTIC VEDIC
Prevailing concept of self Body and mind Spirit
Mode of advancement Matorial Spiritual

emphasized

Goals

Material comfort
and security,
sense gratification,
physical and mental
happiness

Liberation from
material entanglement,
and reinstatement
into one’s spiritual nature,
devotional service
to Krsna

Sources of knowledge

Empirical research, mental
speculation

Spiritual master,
Vedic scriptures,
self-realized souls

Values held by teachers

Considered
largely irrelevant

Considered crucial

God consciousness Irrelevant Essential
High value placed
g P Yes No
on degrees
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RESOURCES

Here we bring you listings of products,
programs, and services we think you might
like to hear about. We include only items
directly meant for Krsna conscious
devotional service. We select who's listed.
Those selected give us a nominal $25 per
listing.

If you've got a Krsna conscious
resource you'd like us to list, please let us
know. Contact Nagaraja Dasa, Back to
Godhead, PO. Box 90946, San Diego, CA |
92169-0864, U.S.A.

PUBLICATIONS

135 titles in print —Works of the six
Gosvamis and great acaryas. For a free
catalog write to The Krsna Institute, PO.
Box 281, Culver City, CA 90232, or phone
(213) 838-3535.

New from Sadapata Dasa: Vedic Cosmog-
raphy and Astronomy. The universe
described in the Fifth Canto of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam seems different from
that of modern astronomy. This book
addresses this conflict in detail and
outlines a systematic approach to under-
standing the Fifth Canto. 242 pages. Also
available: Mechanistic and Nonmechanistic
Science. Sadapita Dasa shows that the
phenomena of consciousness, complex life
forms, and inspiration cannot be explained
by modern science, but can be understood
in terms of the Vedic paradigm. This book
received favorable reviews from Nobel
Prize—winning physicists. To order, contact
Bhaktivedanta Institute, PO. Box 99584,
San Diego, CA 92169. Phone: (619) 272-
8145.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami. Memories of

| 19119

e

Caitanya Mahaprabhu Himself. Sri Vraja-
Mandala Parikrama is a complete and
authorized English version of parikrama in
Sti Vraja. More than 200 locations are
revealed as Narayana Maharaja narrates
Krsna’s nectarean, honey-filled filas. To

| receive your copy, send only $19.95 plus $2

for mailing by certified check or money
order to Gaudiya Vaisnava Press, PO. Box
450812, Atlanta, GA 30345.

Children’s KRSNA Books. Three vol-
umes, 9" x 11", 90+ pages and 60+ full-
color illustrations per volume, $8 per
book, $21 for set. Also available: Honor
Thy Mother and Thy Father, board book
for preschoolers ($3.25); and coloring
book ($1.75). Add shipping: 20% US, 30%
Canada. Elsewhere, write for ordering
information. Parvati Dasi, 1135 Opal St.,
San Diego, CA 92109. Phone: (800) 777-
4313 or (619) 272-9127.

Scholarly Books from India on Vaisnav-
ism (history, literature, philosophy,
grammars, dictionaries, and encyclo-
pedias). For a catalog, send a $.25 U.S.
postage stamp (or send US$1.00 from
outside the U.S.). Write to Vaishnava
Scholarly Press, PO. Box 3414, Merrifield,
VA 22116; or call Brahmananda Dasa at
(703) 560-7732. We fill special orders.

Prabhupada Meditations, a new book by

personal meetings and exchanges with
Srila Prabhupada, and meditations on his
life and teachings. 357 pages. $10. Five or
more copies, $6 each. Write to Krishna
Culture, P.O. Box 12380, Philadelphia, PA

| Conversations with Srila Prabhupada—

Subscribe to ISKCON World Review, the |
newspaper of the Hare Krsna movement.
Your ISKCON news, information, and
resources. For 12 issues: US first-class
mail, $15; US bulk mail, $8; outside US,
$16. Advertising and congregation-
building bulk orders available. IWR, P.O.
Box 99103, San Diego, CA 92169. Phone:
(619) 273-6110. Fax: (619) 270-4183.

Tour Vrndavana. Follow in the footsteps
of His Divine Grace B.V. Narayana
Mahéraja as he guides us through Sri
Vraja Mandala following in the footsteps
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Prabhupada, the six Gosvamis, Madha-
vendra Puri, Prabhu Nityananda, and Sri

The complete set—37 volumes—now
available: $380 plus postage. (First 20

| volumes: $225 plus postage: final 17

volumes: $190 plus postage.) Contact The
Bhaktivedanta Archives, PO. Box 34453,
Los Angeles, CA 90034. Phone: (213) 559-
2143. Fax: (213) 559-0935.

Enquirer magazine, by the Krsna con-
scious straight-edge rock group Shelter,
presents the message of the Bhagavatam
for today’s straight-edge, punk, alternative
youth. Written under the guidance of
Gunagrahi Goswami. Use it for vivid and
fully contemporary sarkirtana. $2 each;
25+, $1 each. Write to Enquirer, 41 W.
Allens Ln., Philadelphia, PA 19119-1638.
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AUDIO-VISUAL

Srila Prabhupada Tape Ministry—

711 lecture and conversation tapes, 35
unedited bhajana tapes, and other series
available ($2.50 per tape. We give quan-
tity discounts.) Send $5.00 for catalog to
Bhaktivedanta Tape Ministry, PO. Box
34453, Los Angeles, CA 90034. Phone:
(213) 559-2143. Fax: (213) 559-0935.

Jayapataka Tape Ministry—108 new
tapes. Lecture series now available:
“Childhood Pastimes of Lord Caitanya,”
“Remembering Srila Prabhupada,” plus
many more. Send SASE (9" x 12") and $1
for new catalog. JTM, P.O. Box 1223,
Picayune, MS 39466.

Satsvariipa Dasa Goswami Tape Ministry.
Over 400 tapes available. $3 per tape.
Subscription rates—3 months (12 tapes):
$30 ($2.50 ea.); 1 year (48 tapes): $108
($2.25 ea.). Extra charge for airmail
outside USA. A list of recent releases is

| free upon request. Full catalog: $5. Send

orders to Madhava Dasa, 72 Common-
wealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02116.

Dramatic narrations of Stila Prabhu-
pada’s books, by Amala Bhakta Dasa on
audiocassettes with background music and
sound effects. Tape sample and catalog:
$2. Catalog only: free. Krishna Produc-
tions, Dept. BTG-2, P.O. Box 34241, Los
Angeles, CA 90034. Phone: (213) 838-
4474,

Learn nectar verses easily. Relish and
memorize selected verses by Srila Riapa

| Gosvami, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, and

others. Package includes cassette tape
with Sanskrit chanted slowly and with
spaces for response, transliterations and
translations by Srila Prabhupada and

| Kusakratha Dasa, and instructions on how
| to memorize. For first selection of twenty

verses by the Gosvamis and fifteen from
Srimad-Bhagavatam, send $6 to Dravida
Dasa, 1380 Garnet Ave., Suite E-270, San
Diego, CA 92109.

Lord Krsna's complete pastimes on tape.
A reading of the English translations of
the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam
with background music. Transl4tion by
Srila Prabhupada and the BBT Srimad-
Bhagavatam editorial committee, recita-
tion by Dravida Dasa. Send $24 for



Vindavana-lila (5 tapes), $29 for Dvaraka-
lila (6 tapes), in sturdy vinyl albums. $50
for both. For free catalog describing this
and many other selections, send a self-
addressed stamped envelope to Dravida
Dasa, 1380 Garnet Ave., Suite E-270, San
Diego, CA 92109.

Now your television can bring you closer
to Krsna. Videocassettes from ITV
(ISKCON Television) bring the spiritual
vision of Krsna into your home. See the
pastimes of Lord Krsna and Lord Rama
.... Visit the centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world. . . . Attend
classes given by Srila Prabhupada
himself. . . . Relish the life story of Srila
Prabhupada in Your Ever Well-Wisher. . . .
Puppet shows, devotional movies, docu-
mentaries, and instructions. More than 100
shows to choose from. Top-quality, low-
priced videocassettes. Available in
1/2-inch, 34-inch, NTSC (North Ameri-
can), and PAL (overseas). For a free
catalog, write to ITV, PO. Box 1015,
Culver City, CA 90232,

All the Hare Krsna movement’s music
and philosophy in audiocassettes, videos,
photographs, and literature. An inter-
national service by the Sydney Tape
Ministry. Call or write for a free catalog,.
NEW RELEASE: A Transcendental Diary:
Travels with Srila Prabhupada. A first-
hand account by Hari Sauri Dasa. Ten-tape
set, US$59 plus US$20 for overseas air
mail. Daksina Dasa, GPO Box 2329,
Sydney 2001, Australia. Phone: (61)-2-
9582748.

Hridayananda Tape Ministry. English and
Spanish. University of Florida lecture
series: 10 tapes for $25. New—Readings
from Hridayananda Dasa Goswami’s
translation of Mahabharata: 10 tapes for
$25. Send $1 for a complete catalog (1978-
1990) of more than 800 tapes. Free catalog
of 150 Spanish tapes. Hridayananda Tape
Ministry, PO. Box 99103, San Diego, CA
92169. Wholesale prices available.

Beautiful music from Sounds Divine. Six
tapes available: Two orchestrated maha-
mantra meditations, Prayers of theBrahma-
sarihita, Prayers of the Isopanisad, Eternal
Bliss ( studio bhajana by Lokanath Swa-
mi), and Magic Is the Chanting (Krishna
Fest Kirtana Band recorded live). Each
tape, $5. Outside the U.S., $6.Wholesale
prices available. Include 30% for airmail
outside the U.S. Write to Sounds Divine,
1030 Grand Ave., San Diego, CA 92109.

RESOURCES

EDUCATION

Keep in touch with ISKCON educational
programs. Get a free issue of the ISKCON
Education Journal by sending your name
and address to ISKCON Board of Educa-
tion, 3764 Watseka Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90034.

The Bhaktivedanta Gurukula Village

in Mayapur needs gurukula asrama teach-
ers. Qualifications: sincerity, eagerness to
hear and chant, and the ability to perform
menial service to the dhama. Contact
Bhakti Vidya Parna Swami, Bhaktivedanta
Gurukula Village, P.O. $ri Mayapur, Dist.
Nadia, W. Bengal, India.

The Vaisnava Institute for Higher
Education is offering a one-year preacher-
training/Bhakti-$astri course as well as a
two-month teacher training program in
Vrndavana, India. Both courses begin July
10. For more information, write to VIHE,
Box 819, Alachua, Florida 32615, U.S.A.,
or VIHE, Krishna-Balaram Mandir,

| Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti,
Vrindavan, Mathura Dist., U.P, India.

' PROJECTS

Help overturn $5 million judgment against
ISKCON. The case ISKCON v. George is
now pending before the U.S. Supreme
Court. Send your contributions to Save the
Temples, 3764 Watseka Avenue, Los
Angeles, CA 90034. For more information
call Navina Krsna Dasa at (619) 483-1747.

Padayatra America invites all. Join the
ecstatic “Every Town and Village” cam-
paign. Donations accepted. For informa-
tion write to Krsna Vilasini Devi Dasi,
Padayatra America, 820 Wilbur St., San
Diego, CA 92109. Phone: (619) 273-6575.

Keep it coming!—The Festival of India
needs your help. Send your tax deduc-

| tible contribution today to Festival

Endowments Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 1986,
Provo, Utah 84603.

Cultural Institute for Vedic Arts (CIVA)
produces picture books and illustrative
comics in graphic novel style—all directly
based on Prabhupada’s books. Assistance
needed. All positions available: writers,

editors, artists, etc. Contact Yadurani Dasi,

305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn, NY
11217. Phone: (718) 858-9459.
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GENERAL

Books, children’s books, posters, pictures,
video- and audiotapes, scented products,
clothing and accessories, Ayurvedic
health-care products, mrdarigas, Prabhu-
pada mirtis, etc. ISKCON's largest selec-
tion. For new illustrated 60-page catalog,
send $3 or £1.5 (deductible with first
order) to BBL, P.O. Box 324, Boreham-

| wood, Herts WD6 INB, England. Phone:
| (44) 81-905-1244. Fax: (44) 81-905-1108.

Seminar tapes and publications from

the Vaisnava Institute for Higher Educa-
tion, the books of Satsvariipa Dasa
Goswami, back issues of Back to Godhead
magazine, and many other books, tapes,
videos, and devotional supplies. For a free
26-page catalog with more than 200 illus-
trations, send us your name and address
with postage (US: $1; outside US: $2).
Krishna Culture, P.O. Box 12380, Phila-
delphia, PA 19119. Phone: (215) 242-2579.

Custom altars, exhibits, cabinets, furni-
ture. No job too large or small. Will ship.
Contact Vatsala Dasa, 1591 So. Calpac
Dr., Spanish Fork, UT 84660. Phone: (801)
798-3150 or 375-0404.

Bring the Festival of India to your city—
anywhere in the U.S. or Canada. You'll get
all the exhibits used in the big Rathayatra
festivals. Ideal for college preaching, city
festivals, fairs, etc. For information call
(801) 423-2826.

| Tents and canopies for all occasions—

weddings, birthdays, festivals, or any other
gathering. The same high-quality tents,
canopies, and pandals the Festival of India
uses are now available. Choose from many
colors and sizes. Help support the Festival
of India by ordering now. Call (801) 423-
2826.

Visit a Hare Krsna Temple near you.
Take advantage of the spiritual programs
that go on every morning and evening and
the special festival—with a sumptuous
feast—every Sunday. Call ahead for the
specific schedule at your temple.

ISKCON’s Governing Body Commission,
the ultimate ecclesiastical body guiding the
Hare Krsna movement, can be reached

| both through its local representatives and

its permanent secretary. The address for
the secretary is GBC Communications
Office, P. O. Box 16146, Circus Avenue
Office, Calcutta 700 017, W. Bengal, India.



BTG Resource Service. For help with any
question you may have about Krsna con-
sciousness—philosophical, practical, how-
to, where-to, or whatever—please feel free
to get in touch with us at BTG. Write to:
Resources, P.O. Box 90946, San Diego,
CA 92169, U.S.A. Phone: (619) 272-7384;
Fax: (619) 272-3673.

Want to Help BTG? Here are some things
you can do to help us spread Krsna

consciousness through Back to Godhead:

RESOURCES

—

. Subscribe.

2. Give gift subscriptions.

3. Ask your local public or college
library to subscribe.

4. Subscribe for your library.

5. Tell your friends and relatives
about BTG.

6. Become a BTG agent. (Just ask
us, and we’ll tell you how.)

7. Send us names of prospective
subscribers.

8. Carry BTG in your store.

S

Live in ISKCON. All ISKCON temples
offer programs that give you the opportu-

nity to practice Krsna consciousness in the

company of devotees. You can stay for,
say, a week or a month, and imbibe spiri-

tual practices you can carry with you when

you return home. Or you can make
serving Krsna within ISKCON your life’s
work—the opportunities are unlimited.
Inquire from the center nearest you.

ATTENTION AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Now you can have a Hare Krsna Club at your school!

IF THE PEOPLE IN CHARGE at
your school allow other clubs, off
the subjects taught in the regular
classes, they have to allow your
Hare Krsna club too. That’s the
effect of a 1990 decision by the
U.S. Supreme Court.

They can’t say “No religion” or
“No Hare Krsna.”

The same standards that apply
to the photography club or the
hiking club should also apply to
your Hare Krsna club.

Does your school have clubs
unrelated to the curriculum? Does
your school (like most) get a share
of federal funds?

Then the same rights the
Supreme Court guaranteed to
Bridget Mergens are also guar-
anteed to you.

Bridget Mergens was an
Omaha high school student who
wished to organize a student
Christian club that would meet at
school after hours. The purpose of
the club was “to permit the
students to read and discuss the
Bible, to have fellowship, and to
pray together.”

But Bridget’s was a public
school receiving federal funds, so
the school authorities reasoned
that allowing the club would
breach the constitutional “wall of

separation” between Church and
State. So they turned down her
request.

Bridget replied that the school’s
decision deprived her of “equal
access” to club activities because
of what the club would be about.
The school allowed other clubs
not related to the curriculum, such
as chess and scuba-diving clubs. So
Bridget argued that she was
entitled to organize a club for
Christian activities.

By denying her request, Brid-
get said, the school was violating
her constitutional rights to free-
dom of speech and association and
the free exercise of religion.

Bridget’s complaint, initiated in
a principal’s office, slowly made its
way to the U.S. Supreme Court.

And finally Bridget won.

Federal law, ruled the court,
requires that schools grant all
students equal access to what the
school offers, even when students
wish to form a club with a spiritual
or religious content.

This rule applies when your
school allows clubs that are
unrelated to the curriculum. For
example, if your school has a chess
club and chess is not a part of the
school’s official courses, the club is
unrelated. (A math club or French
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club, on the other hand, would be
related to the regular classes in
math or French.)

If your school has even one
club unrelated to the curriculum,
the court’s ruling applies. Your
Hare Krsna club should be
allowed.

And if other clubs have access
to the school newspaper, bulletin
boards, public address system, and
club fairs, so should your Hare
Krsna club.

Your club, of course, like all
school clubs, should be organized
and led by students themselves.
And it should meet, like other
clubs, during time not used for
regular classes.

So now it’s up to you. If you'd
like to have a club, just start one.
Find out the rules for student
clubs at your school and start your
own club for Krsna consciousness.

When you do start a club, let us
know about it here at BTG. We'll
be interested to hear of your suc-
cess. And if the people in charge
at your school try to turn you
down, let us know about that too.
Maybe we can help.

The Supreme Court case, by
the way, is known as Board
of Education v. Mergens, 110
Supreme Court 2356 (1990).



VEDANTA (continued from page 47)
Brahma, Lord Siva, Indra, Mother Par-
vati, Candra, etc—which is indeed part
of the karma-kanda section.

Traditional Vedanta

Such worship, however, is not prop-
erly called bhakti. 1t is simply worship
within the three modes to obtain
material benedictions. Worshipers
of demigods are described in the
Bhagavad-gita as less intelligent (alpa-
medhasam), and the fruits they receive
are limited and temporary.

Bhakii is often thought to be a mere
sentiment cultivated in relation to
any object of worship (ista-devata).
According to this idea, it is only a
means to come to the higher platform of
jiana. Yet the scriptures do not support
this definition of bhakiti.

subject of Vedanta. But in Bhagavad-
gita the Supreme Lord Himself de-

| clares, vedais ca sarvair aham eva

| vedyah: “By all the Vedas [and this

Bhakti properly refers only to
service to God, not to any demigods. |

Therefore, bhakti is not an affair of the
karma-kanda section.

You say,“Bhakti assumes a dualistic
relationship, whereas Vedanta means
advaita, or nondualistic.” This, how-
ever,isnotstated anywhere in the Vedic
scriptures. Vedanta is simply the study
of the Supreme Brahman. That Supreme
can be studied by either the monists or
the Vaisnavas. Otherwise, how is it that
great Vaisnava dcaryas have written
commentaries on the Vedanta-siitra?

You also assert that bhakti is not the

naturally includes Vedanta], I am to be
known.” The same truth is indicated
in the beginning of the Vedanta-sitra:
athato brahma jijiasa. The very pur-
pose of Vedanta is to inquire into the
Supreme Braman. And inquiring into
the Supreme Brahman ultimately leads
to bhakti, or serving the Supreme Brah-
man, the Personality of Godhead.

The Hare Krsna movement, you say,
is a “modern movement totally unre-
lated to traditional Vedanta.” Here you
are wrong on two counts.

First, the Hare Krsna movement is
not a modern movement, but is in the
Vaisnava tradition. It may be new, and
hence modern, to Westerners, but not
tousIndians. Iwasborna Vaisnava, and
I know that this is the ancient tradition
and culture of India. Not only that, but
the modern form of the Hare Krsna
movement as it is known in the West

| was inaugurated by Sri Caitanya five

hundred years ago in Bengal. So it can
hardly be called modern in the sense of
having a recent origin (though it may be
called modern for being relevant to
contemporary life).

Second, and more serious, you say
that the Hare Krsna movement is not at
all connected to traditional Vedanta. I
take it that you mean monistic Vedanta.

The Hare Krsnamovement has nothing |

to do with monistic Vedanta but every-
thing to do with traditional Vaisnava
Vedanta.

Science and Consciousness

The term Bhaktivedanta in our insti-
tute’s name refers to the Bhagavata, or
Vaisnava, tradition of Vedanta. The
Bhaktivedanta Institute is an autono-
mous institute dedicated to examining
the relevance of the Bhagavata concepts
of consciousness to modern science.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the
founder of the Hare Krsna movement,
inspired the formation of the Bhakti-
vedanta Institute. The word Bhakti-
vedanta in his name is a title awarded
him in the 1930s for presenting the
Vaisnava tradition of Vedanta authori-
tatively and clearly.

The institute, though autonomous,
draws from the same spiritual tradition
as the Krsna consciousness movement,
which was also founded by Srila
Prabhupada. The institute’s programs,
however, are specifically in the realm
of science and consciousness.

As for your final point concerning
the nature of empiric reality and abso-
lute reality—this touches the core of
our scientific work. I would like to talk
with you more about it once we clear
this stage of our discussion.

Sincerely,
Ravi Gomatam

FICTION (continued from page 31)
psychologist Shelley E. Taylor writes
in her book Positive Illusions, “In many
ways, the healthy mind is a self-
deceptive one.”

Mentally healthy people, she says,
enhance their self-esteem by creating
flattering illusions about themselves;
people who can’t do it suffer an over-
dose of reality.

“Depressed people clearly lack the
illusions that in normal people promote
mental health and buffer them against
setbacks,” she writes. “In addition, there
is now considerable evidence that de-
pression is marked not by unrealistic
pessimism but by depressive realism
and the absence of illusion.”

Quite a concept. Ignore the sagging
flesh, the grey hair, ignore the old man
snoring on the couch. Why feel bad

about missing opportunities? Just
imagine them. Pick up a book, if you
like, and you can be there in full blush,
pulse racing.

Taylor says people are more success-
ful in their real-life undertakings when

they believe, falsely or not, that they are |

capable of greater things. A man who
sees himself as a hero, for example, is
more likely to perform heroic deeds.
It makes sense: gather confidence
from the illusory image, then apply it to
thereal world. A harmlesstrick,itseems,

or at least preferable to dreaming up |

dark, discouragingillusions. As Sigmund
Freud noted, “To endure life is the pri-
mary duty of all living beings. Illusion
is of no value if it makes this more
difficult.”

But even when illusion makes things
easy, how much value can it have? Posi-
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tive thinking may possibly help us stave
off old age. But no illusion, however
well cultivated, can free us from death.
Andwhen we close our eyes to what our
body is eventually coming to, we lose

| sight of a natural reason to become

philosophical.

Pain can serve a purpose, other than
to depress us. In disappointment we
can turn toward the spiritual. Rather
than add another coat of fiction, we can
peel away the layers of falsehood and
look for the essence at the core of our
existence.

But instead of getting ready to face
disease and death, we hide from them,
and they become more terrifying.

I think of that little grandmother
devouring her romances, and it saddens
me to know she will soon be back for
more. B
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ Tel. (215) 247-4600

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—529 South St., 19147/ Tel. (215) 829-0399

St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ Tel. (314) 535-8085

San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ Tel. (619) 483-2500

San Francisco, California—84 Carl St., 94117/ Tel. (415) 753-8647

San Francisco, California—2334 Stuart St., Berkeley, 94705/ Tel. (415) 644-1113

Sealtle, Washington—1420 228th Ave. S.E., Issaquah, 98027/ Tel, (206) 391-3293

Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.0. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (304) 681-9258

Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 90290/ Tel, (213) 455-1658

Towaco, New Jersey—{mail: P.0. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel. (201) 299-0970

Walla Walla, Washington—314 E. Poplar, 99362/ Tel. {509) 529-9556

Washington, D.C.—0310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 299-2100
FARM COMMUNITIES

Alachua, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Box 819, Alachua, 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-2017

Carriere, Mississippi (New Talavan)—31492 Annex Road, 39426/ Tel. (601) 798-8533

Guraho, Puerto Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—{contact ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillsborough, North Garolina (New Goloka)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-6492

Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka}—Nurari Project, Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/
Tel. (615) 759-7331

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101
RESTAURANTS

Boulder, Colorade—917 Pleasant St., 80302/ Tel. (303) 444-7005

Chicago—Govinda's Buffet (at ISKCON Chicago)

Dallas—Kalachandji's (at ISKCON Dallas)

Denver—{at ISKCON Denver)

Detroil—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ Tel. (313) 331-6740

Laguna Beach, California—Gauranga's (at ISKCON Laguna Beach)

Lansing, Michigan—Govinda's Diners' Club (at ISKCON Lansing)

Los Angeles—Govinda's, 3624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ Tel, (213) 836-1269

Provo, Utah—Govinda's Buffet, 260 North University, 84601/ Tel. (801) 375-0404

San Diego—Govinda's, 3102 University Ave., 92104/ Tel. (619) 284-4826

San Diego—Govinda's at the Beach (at ISKCON San Diego)
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San Diego—Mukunda's Govinda's, 8008 Girard Ave., Suite 170, La Jolla, 92037/
Tel. (619) 459-2213

San Francisco—Govinda’s, 86 Carl St., 94117/ Tel. (415) 753-9703

Santa Cruz, California—Gauranga's, 503 Water St., 95060/ Tel. (408) 427-0294

EUROPE
UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—140 Upper Dunmurray Lang, Belfast/ Tel. (0232) 681328
Birmingham, England—&4 Stanmore Rd., Edgebaston
Dublin, Ireland—3 Temple Lane, Dublin 2/ Tel. (01) 6795887
Leicester, England—21 Thoresby St., North Evington, Leicester/ Tel. (0533) 762587
Liverpool, England—135 North
umberland St., Liverpool, L8 8AY/
Tel. (051) 7099188
London, England (city}—10 Soho
5t., London W1V 5FA/
Tel. (071) 437-3662
London, England (country)—
Bhaktivedanta Manor,
Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 BEP/
Tel. (092385) 7244
Manchester, England—20 Mayfield
Road, Whalley Range,
Manchester M16 8FT/
Tel. (061) 226 4416
Newcastle upon Tyne, England—21 Leazes Park Rd./ Tel. (081) 222-0150
Scotland—Karuna Bhavan, Bankhouse Road, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire/ Tel. (0555) 894790
FARM COMMUNITIES
Hare Krishna Island, N. Ireland—Derrylin, County Fermanagh, BT92 96N, N. Ireland/
Tel. (3657) 21512
London, England—(contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANT
London, England—Govinda's, 9-10 Scho St. / Tel. (071) 437-3662

(Krsna conscious programs are held regularly in more than twenty other cities in the UK.
For information, contact Bhaklivedanta Manor.)

GERMANY
Berlin—Bhakti Yoga Center, Muskauer Str. 27, 1000 Berlin 36/ Tel. (030) 618 92 19
Hamburg—Holzbrucke 2a, 2000 Hamburg/ Tel. (040) 8503464
Heidelberg—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, D-6900/ Tel. (06221) 15101
Horup—Neuhdrup 1, D-2391 Hérup
Koln-Gremberg—Taunusstr. 40, 5000 Koln-Gremberg/ Tel, (0221) 830 37 7
Munich—Brodstrasse 12, D-8000 Muenchen 82

RESTAURANTS

Berlin—Higher Taste, Kurfuerstendamm 157/158, 1000 Berlin 31/ Tel, (030) 892 99 17
Heidelberg—Higher Taste, Kornmarkt 9, 6300 Heidelberg/ Tel. (06221) 15464

ITALY
Bergamo—Villaggio Hare Krishna, Via Galileo Galile, 41, 24040 Chignolo D'isola (BG)/
Tel. (035) 490706
Bologna—Via Nazionale 124, 40085-Pianoro (BO)/ Tel. (051) 774-034
Catania—Via San Nicolo al Bargo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel. (095) 522-252
Naples—Via Vesuvio, N33, Ercolano LNAT/ Tel. (081) 739-0398
Padua—V/ia delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ Tel. (049) 760-007
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ Tel. (06) 262913
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vrindavan}—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano, Val di Pesa (FI) 5002/ Tel, (055) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda’s, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano / Tel. (02) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ Tel. (06) 654-1973

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Krishna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ Tel.(020) 751 404
Antwerp, Belgium—184 Amerikalei 2000/ Tel. (03) 237-0037, 237-0038
Athens, Greece—Poseidonos 27, llioupoli, 16 345/ Tel. {01) 993-7080
Barcelona, Spain—c/de L'Oblit, 67-08026/ Tel, (93} 347-9933
Belgrade, Yugoslavia—\aisnavska vierska zajednica, Sumatovacka 118, 11000 Beograd/
Tel. (011) 434-183

Bhaktivedanta Manar
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Bellinzona, Switzerland—New Nandagram, al Chiossascio, 6594 ContoneTl/ Tel. (092) 622747
Brussels, Belgium—49 rue Marche aux Poulets, 1000 Bruxelles/ Tel. (02) 513 86 05/04
Budapest, Hungary—M.K.T.H.K., J. Kalmar, Marton U. 52, 1038 Budapest
Copenhagen, Denmark—Kongens Tvaerej 11, DK-2000 Frederiksbera/ Tel. (01) 86-85-81
Durbuy, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Durbuy 5482/ Tel. (086) 322926
Githenburg, Sweden—Lagmansgatan 11, 416 53 Gothenburg/ Tel. (031) 192319
Gradinge, Sweden—Korsnds Gdrd, 14792 Gradinge/ Tel. (0753) 29151
Helsinki, Finland—Eljaksentie 9, 00370 Helsinki
Lisbon, Portugal—Rua Fernao Lopes, 6, Cascais 2750 (mail: Apartado 2489, Lisboa 1112)/
Tel. (11) 286 713
Ljubljana, Yuoslavia—olarjeva 30, 61000 Ljubljana/ Tel. (061) 318-423
Malma, Sweden—Center for Vedisk Kultur, Remegentsgata 14, S-211 42 Malma/ Tel. (040) 127181
Dsafiya, Israel—Hare Krishna, Osafiya 30900/ Tel. (4) 391150
Dslo, Norway—Senter for Krishnabevissthet, Skolestien 11, 0373 Oslo 3
Paris, France—31 Rue Jean Vacquier, 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. (01) 45921018; 43043263
Prague, Czechoslovakia—Hare Krishna, Na Nrazi 5, 18000 Praha 8/ Tel. (02) 821 438
Pregrada, Yugoslavia—Davor Bateli, Gorika 5/6, Pregrada/ Tel. (049) 49-73176
Sarajevo, Yugoslavia—Krajiska 5, 71000 Sarajevo/ Tel. (071) 22-663
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgatan 22, 11240 Stockholm/ Tel. (08) 549 002
Turku, Finland—ISKCON, Sairashuckeenkatu 841, 20140 Turku 14/ Tel. (9) 21 308981
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Rosenackerstrasse 26, 1170 Vienna/ Tel. (0222) 455830
Warsaw, Poland—Towarzystwo Swiadomosci Kryszny Bhakti Yoga W PRL, 02-770 Warasawa 130,
skr. pocztowa 257
Zurich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8030 Ziirich/ Tel, (01) 262-33-88
Zurich, Switzerland—Preyergrasse 16, 8001 Zirich
FARM COMMUNITIES
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ Tel. (911) 280018
Chotysany, Gzechoslovakia—Krsnuv Dvur c. 1, 257 28 Chotysany
Denmark—Gl. Kirikevej 3, 6650 Broerup/ Tel. 75-392921
Jandelsbrunn, Germany (Nava-Jiyada-Nrsimha-Ksetra)]—Zielberg 20, D-8391/ Tel. 85831332
Jirna, Sweden—Almviks Gérd, 15300 Jarna/ Tel, (0755) 52050; 52073
Roch d'0r, Switzerland—Gokula Project, Vacherie Dessous, 2913 Roch d'Or/ Tel. (066) 766160
Valengay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Mdle, 36 600/ Tel. (054) 40-23-53
RESTAURANTS
Malmd, Sweden—Higher Taste, Amiralsgatan 6, 5-211 55 Malmo/ Tel. (040) 970600
Stockholm, Sweden—(at ISKCON Stockholm)
Lurich, Switzerland—Govinda's Restaurant, Preyergasse 16, 8001 Zirich / Tel. (01) 251-8859

SOVIET UNION

Baku, Azerbaijan—ul. Mikrorayon 123-72, Baku 9, Azerbaijan SSR

Kaunas, Lithuania—Savanoryu 37, 233 000 Kaunas, Lithuanian SSR

Kiev, Ukraine—#otovskogo 3-39, 252 060 Kiev, Ukrainian SSR/ Tel, (044) 440-7309
Leningrad, Russia—ul. Burtseva 20-147, 20-147 Leningrad/ Tel. (0812) 150-28-80
Minsk, Byelorussia—ul. Paviova 11, 220 053 Minsk, Byelorussian SSR

Moscow, Russia—Khoroshevskoye shosse d.8, korp.3, 125 284, Moscow/ Tel. (095) 945-4755
Moscow, Russia—Prospekt Mira d.5, kv.8, Moscow/ Tel. (095) 207-07-38
Novosibirsk, Russia—ul. Leningradskaya 111-20, Novosibirsk

Riga, Latvia—Prospekt Lenina 420-6, 226 024 Riga, Latvian SSR

Sukhumi, Georgia—Pr. Mira 274, Sukhumi, Georgian SSR

Tashkent, Uzbekistan—ul. Babadjanova 36-34, Tashkent, Uzbek SSR

Viadivoslok, Russia—ul. Sakhalinskaya 48-12, 690 080 Viadivostok

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—74 Semaphore Rd., Semaphore, 5. A. 5019/ Tel, (8) 493 200
Brishane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, 0.L.D. (mail: P.0. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068)/
Tel. (07) 379-5455
Canberra—P.0 Box 1411, Canberra ACT 2060/ Tel. (06) 247-8839
Melbourne—137 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. (03) 699-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.S.W. 2060 (mail: P.0. Box 220, Cammeray, N.S.W.
2062)/ Tel. (02) 955-6164
Perth—144 Railway Parade (cnr, The Strand), Bayswater (mail: P.0. Box 102, Bayswater, W. A, 6053)/
Tel. (09) 370 1552
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, N.S.W. 2010 (mail: P.0. Box 159, Kings Cross,N.S.W.
2011)/ Tel. (02) 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram)—0Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Road, Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. (052) 88738
Millfield, N. 5. W.—New Gokula Farm, Lewis Lane (off Mt View Rd. Millfield near Cessnock),
N.5.W./ Tel. (049) 981852
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana)—Tyalgum Rd., Eungella, via Murwillumbah N. 5. W. 2484
(mail: P.0. Box 687)/ Tel. (066) 721903
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Crossways, 79 Hindley St., Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 231-5258
Brishane—Crossways, First Floor, 99 Elisabeth Street
Melbourne—Crossways, 1st Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650 2839
Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650-1578
North Sydney—Gopal's 180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.S.W. 2060/ Tel. (02) 926164
Perth—Hare Krishna Food for Life, 129 Barrack St., Perth, WA 6000/ Tel. (09) 325 2168
Sydney—Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ Tel. (075) 501642

NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI
Christchurch, New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. {3) 61965
Labasa, Fiji—Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel. 82916

Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.0. Box 125)/ Tel. 64112

Rakiraki, Fiji—Rewasa, Rakiraki (mail: P.0. Box 94243)

Suva, Fiji—Nasinu 7 1/2 miles (P.0. Box 6376)/ Tel. 391-282

Wellington, New Zealand—6 Shotter St., Karori (mail: P.0. Box 2753, Wellington)/ Tel. (4) 764445
RESTAURANTS

Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st Floor,, Civic House, 291 Queen St./ Tel. 15 (9) 3034885

Christchurch, New Zealand—Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. 67-035

Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Corner of Yasawa St. & Naviti St./ Tel. 62990

Suva, Fiji—Gopal's, 18 Pratt 5t/ Tel. 62990

Suva, Fiji—Gopal's, 37 Cumming St./ Tel. 312259
FARM COMMUNITY

Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan}—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. (9) 4128075

s AFRICA
;‘ Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET
(mail: P.0. Box 5177)
Abidjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP 8366, Abidjan
w B Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town
o5 3 (mail: P.0. Box 01568, Osu)
I B8 - % Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: c/o

Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd.,
Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. (21) 689 1529
Durban (Natal), 8. Africa—Chatsworth Circle,
Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.0. Box 56003)/
Tel. (31) 435-815
Freetown, Sierra Leone—13 Bright St., Brookfields
(mail: P.0. Box 812, Freetown)
Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.0. Box
2090)/ Tel. 8877801
Johanneshurg, South Africa—14 Goldreid St., Hillbrow, Johannesburg 2001/ Tel. (11) 666-2716
Kitwe, Zambia—3122 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshi (mail: P.0. Box 20242, Kitwe)/ Tel. 215-630
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mohammed International Airport Expressway, Mafaluku
(mail: P.0. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail P.0. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel. 312248
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.0. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ Tel. 744365
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Phoenix, Mauritius—Hare Krishna Land, Pont Fer, Phoenix (mail: P. 0. Box 108, Quartre Bomes,
Mauritius)/ Tel. (230) 696-5804
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (corner of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. || (mail: P.0. Box 4429,
Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.0. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikora (P.0. Box 1922, Warri)/
Tel. (053) 230-262
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lusaka, Zambia—Plot 4/288 Chingololo Rd., Makeni (mail: P.0. Box 35658, Lusaka)/ Tel. 210-578
Mauritius (Vedic Farm)}—ISKCON Vedic Farm, Hare Krishna Road, Beau Bois, Bon Accuel/
Tel, 418-3955
RESTAURANT
Durban, S. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA

Apartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001

Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ Tel. 449935

Bamanbore, Gujaral—N.H. 88, Surendranagar Dist./ Tel, 97

Bangalore, Karnataka—Hare Krishna Hill, 1 "R’ Black, Chord Road, Rajajinagar 560 010/ Tel. 359 856

Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ Tel. 326299 and 66499

Bhayandar, Maharashtra—Shivaji Chowk, Station Road, Bhayandar (West), Thane 401101/
Tel. 6982987 and 6382621

Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. 53125

Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. 6206860

Calcutta, W. Bengal—3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757, 434265, 446075

Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. 44634

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu—Padmam 387, VGR Puram, Alagen Road-1, 641-001/ Tel. 4597

Gauhati, Assam—Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781 001/ Tel. 31208

Guntur, A.P.—Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509

Hardwar, U.P.—Pahala Mala, Brittany Cotage, Kharkhari 249 401 (mail: P.0. Box 14)

Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 551018, 552924

Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001/ Tel. 21587

Madras, Tamil Nadu—59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, 600 017/ Tel. 443266

Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.0. Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist, Nadia/
Tel. 31(Swarup Ganj)

Moirang, Manipur—Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Tel. 795133

Nagpur, Maharashtra—70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ Tel. 33513

New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ Tel. 6412058, 6419701

New Delhi—14/63, Punjabi Bagh, 110 026/ Tel. 5410782

Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Ashram, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur,
413304

Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. 50765

Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. 60124 and 64003
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Secunderabad, A.P.—9-1-1 5t. John's Road, 500 026/ Tel. 825232
Silchar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Silchar, Cachar Dist., 788004
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Gitalpara 734 401/ Tel. 26619
Sural, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel, 84215
Tirupati, A.P.—K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 507/ Tel. 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ Tel. 68197
Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir—Prabhupada Nagar, Udnampur 182 101/ Tel. 436 P.P.
Vrindavana, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathura
Dist. 281 124/ Tel. (5664) 82478
FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—ityananda Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octroi Naka), Odhav 382 410
Tel. 886 362
Ahmedabad District, Gujaral—Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact ISKCON Ahmedabad)

Sao Paulo, SP—Avenida Angelica, 2583, Consolaao, CEP 01227/ Tel, (011) 59-7352
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, PE—Comunidade Nova Vrajadhama, Distrito de Murici { mail: CP. 283, CEP 55100)
Pindamonhangaba, SP (Nova Gokula)—Comunidade Nova Gokula, Barrio do Ribeirao Grande
(mail: Caixa Postal 067 Pindamonhangaba, SP, CEP 12400)
RESTAURANT

Belém, Pard (Shri Krishna Prasada}—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96

Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Vrindavana

Assam—Karnamadhu, Dist. Karimganj
Chamorshi, Maharashtra—78 Krishnanagar Dham, District Gadhachirali, 442 603
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.R. District, 501 401/ Tel. 552924
Mayapur, W. Bengal—{contact ISKCON Mayapur)

RESTAURANTS
Bombay, Maharashtra—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Vrindavana—Krishna-Balaram Mandir Guesthouse

OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—(Contact ISKCON Jakarta)
Bangkok, Thailand—P.0. Box 15, Prakanong, Bangkok
Cagayan de Oro, Philippines—30 Dahlia 5t., llaya Carmen, 900 Cagayan de Oro
(c/o Sepulveda's Compound)
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel. 202219
Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Chetty St., Colombo 13/ Tel. 33325
Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. 3 7396818
lloilo City, Philippines—13-1-1 Tereos St., La Paz, lloilo City, lloilo/ Tel. 73391
Jakarta, Indonesia—P.0. Box 2694, Jakarta 10001
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budhanilkantha/ Tel. 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9801, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile,
Jalan Kelang Lama, Petaling/ Tel. 7830172
Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. 707410
Taipei, Taiwan—(miail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St No. 58/ Tel. 658870
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 |zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ Tel. (03) 3327-1541
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bogor, Indonesia—Govinda Kunja (contact ISKCON Jakarta)
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/
Tel. 83254
Perak, Malaysia—Jalan Sungai Manik, 36000 Teluk Intan, Perak
RESTAURANTS
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko Sf.
Hong Kong—The Higher Taste Vegetarian Dining Club (at ISKCON Hong Kong)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Govinda's, 16-1 Jalan Bunus Enam Masiid, India/ Tel. 03-2986785

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belém, PA—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, 1002-Nazare, CEP 66040
Belo Horizonte, MG—Rua St. Antanio, 45, Venda Nova, CEP 31510
Brazilia, DF—0Q. 706-5ul, Bloco G, Casa 29, HIGS, CEP 70350/ Tel. (061) 242-7579
Curitiba, PR—Rua Jornalista Caio Machado, 291, B. Sta. Quiteria, CEP 80320
Florianopolis, 8C—Rua 14 de julho, 922, Estreito, CEP 88075
Fortaleza, CE—Rua Jose Laurenco, 2114, Aldeota, CEP 60115
Goiania, G0—Rua G-60, Quadra 123, Lt-11, Setor Sudoeste, CEP 74305
Manaus, AM—Avenida 7 de Setembro, 1599, Centro, CEP 69003/ Tel; (092) 232-0202
Pitajui, SP—Av. Brazil, 306, CEP 16600
Porto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomas Flores, 331, Bomfim, CEP 90210
Recife, PE—Rua Reverendo Samuel Falcao, 75, Madalena, CEP 50710
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Rua Armando Coelho de Freitas, 108, Barra da Tijuca, CEP 22620
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Brotas, CEP 40240/ Tel: (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Araujo, 151, Embare, CEP 11025/ Tel. (0132) 38-4655

(entre Dr. Moraise Benjamin Constant / Tel. (091) 222-1886

MEXICO

Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno No. 1791, Sector Juarez/ Tel. (36) 26-58-69
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel No. 45, 11850 Mexico, D.F./ Tel. (5) 271-22-23
Monterrey—\ia Pamplona 2916, Col. Mas Palomas/ Tel. (83) 57-09-39
Saltillo—Blvd. Saltillo No. 520, Cal. Buenos Aires
Veracruz—Heroes de Pugbla No. 85, E/ Tuero Molina y Orizaba, 91910 Veracruz, Ver./

Tel. (29) 37-63-11

FARM COMMUNITY
Guadalajara—Contact ISKCON Guadalajara

RESTALURANTS
Tulancingo—Restaurante Govinda, Calle Juarez 213, Tulancingo, Hgo. / Tel. (775) 3-51-53
Drizaba—Restaurante Radhe, Sur 5 No. 50, Orizaba, Ver. / Tel. {272) 5-75-25

PERU

Arequipa—dJerusalen 402/ Tel. 229523

Cuzeo—San Juan de Dios 285

Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. 910891

Lima—>Schell 634 Miraflores

Lima—Av. Garcilazo de |a Vega 1670-1680/ Tel. 258523
FARM COMMUNITY

Hare Krishna-Gorreo De Bella Vista—DPTO De San Martin
RESTAURANTS

Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)

Cuzco—Espaderos 128

Lima—Schell 634 Miraflores

OTHER COUNTRIES

Asuncion, Paraguay—Centro Bhaktivedanta, Alberdi 1603 esq. 4ta., Asuncion/ Tel, 585-21-70066

Bahia Blanca, Argentina—Centro de Estudios Vedicos, F. Sanches 233, (8000) Bahia Blanca

Bogotd, Colomhia—Calle 634, #10-62, Chapinero/ Tel. 249-5797

Buenos Aires, Argentina—Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaequi 2054, (1431)/ Tel. 515567

Cali, Colombia—~Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel. 68-88-53

Caracas, Venezuela—Avenida Berlin, Quinta Tia Lola, La California Norte/ Tel. (58-2) 225463

Cochabamba, Bolivia—Av. Heroinas E-0435 Apt. 3 (mail: P. 0. Box 2070, Cochabamba)

Concepcion, Chile—Nonguen, 588/ Tel. 23150

Cordoba, Argentina—Mantevideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ Tel. (051) 262229

Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice

Cuenca, Ecuador—Entrada de Las Pencas 1= Avenida de Las Americas/ Tel, (593-7) 825211

Essequibo Coast, Guyana—New Navadvipa Dham, Mainstay, Essequibo Coast

Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara

Guatemala, Guatemala—Apartado Postal 1534

Guayaquil, Ecuador— 6 de Marzo 226 y V. M. Rendon/ Tel. (593-4) 308412 y 309420

La Paz, Bolivia—P. 0. Box 10278, Miraflores, La Paz

Montevideo, Uruguay—Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Pablo de Maria 1427, Montevideo/ Tel. 598-2484551

Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 1
(mail: P.0. Box 6-29-54, Panama)

Pereira, Colombia—Carrera 5a, #19-36

Quito, Ecuador—Inglaterra y Amazonas

Rosario, Argentina—Centro de Bhakti-Yoga, Paraguay 556, (2000) Rosario/ Tel, 54-41-252630

San José, Costa Rica—Centro Cultural Govinda, Av. 7, Calles 1y 3, 235 mirs. norte del Banco
Anglo, San Pedro (mail: Apdo. 166,1002)/ Tel. 23-5238

San Salvador, El Salvador—Avenida Universitaria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.0. Box 1506}/ Tel. 25-96-17

Santiago, Chile—Carrera 330/ Tel. 698-8044

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic—Calle Cayetano Rodriguez No. 254

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Orion Drive, Debe/ Tel, 647-739

Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Prabhupada Ave. Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES

Argentina (Bhaktilata Puri)—Casilla de Correo No 77, 1727 Marcos Paz, Pcia. Bs.As., Republica
Argentina

Bolivia—Contact ISKCON Cochabamba

Colombia (Nueva Mathura)—Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688 en Cali

Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin
Lancaster (por Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago
(mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 51-6752
Ecuador (Nueva Mayapur)—Ayampe (near Guayaquil)
El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
RESTAURANTS
Cochabamba, Bolivia—Gopal Restaurant, calle Espana N-0250 (Galeria Olimpia), Cochabamba
(mail: P. 0. Box 2070, Cachabamba)
Guatemala, Guatemala—Callgjor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
Quito, Ecuador—(contact ISKCON Quita)
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa {1ero anillo), esa. Bolivar
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PROTECTING
HINDU DHARMA

Is the Hare Krsna movement no better than
“a bird with one wing” in the face of its antagonists?

A letter recently came to us from a sub-
scriber in Libya about the need to pro-
tect sanatana-dharma. Here's what he
said, with our reply. Because of what
must be the delicate position of a Hindu
living in a Muslim country, we withhold
his name.

RISHNA (HINDU) philosophy

or consciousness was founded in

a far distant time when there

was no so-called religion other than

this. So there was no threat to its exis-

tence. Even anti-Krishna people then
were not anti-Hinduism.

But now the decline of Hindu
dharma, or sanatana-dharma, has been
brought about from two sides—Christi-
anity and Islam.

Sanatana-dharma advocates love,
tolerance, humility, peacefulness. Such
doctrines have been the life-breath of
its followers. But these are burnt and
buried by hatred, jealousy, fanaticism,
and the murderous nature of other
faiths.

Who is going to save Krishna phi-
losophy? Sannyasis are not soldiers and
do not have bombs and armies.

The Hare Krishna movement 1is a
bird with only one wing—the propaga-
tion wing. There is no protective wing,

without which its existence is always in |

danger.

Plans must be devised to keep this
ancient wisdom safe. Being wise but
witnessing its very destruction would
be unbecoming.

How do you plan to protect the Hare
Krishna movement?

OUR REPLY: To uphold and protect
the principles of sanatana-dharma, or

progressive spiritual life, is the duty of
ksatriyas (political and military lead-
ers), especially the heads of every na-
tion. This is why the Lord, millions of
years ago, spoke Bhagavad-gita to the
sun-god, the primeval ksatriya.

Unless sanatana-dharma is pro-
tected, a country will never be peaceful
or happy. It will soon become a nation
of cats and dogs.

Sanatana-dharma, however, is not a
sectarian religious principle. It is not
that Lord Krsna came to advance the
cause of “Hindu dharma,” in opposi-
tion to “Christian dharma” or “Muslim
dharma.”

In Bhagavad-gita we never find
the word “Hindu,” nor do we find it in
the Vedas, the Puranas, or other sastras.
The term “Hindu” is of recent ori-
gin. By an altered pronunciation of
“Sindhu,” the people of Afghanisthan
and neighboring places came to speak
of those who dwell by the River Indus
(Sindhu) as “Hindus.”

So in ancient times there were no
“anti-Hindus” because there was no
such thing as “Hinduism.”

But from Bhagavad-gita (16.6) we
understand that there are two kinds of
people—daiva asura eva ca, the godly
and the ungodly. According to the
Visnu Purana, visnu-bhaktasmrito daiva

| asuras tad viparyayah: The devotees of

the Lord are the godly, and those who
are just the opposite, who are against
the Lord, are the ungodly.

The principles of godliness are taught
in all religious faiths, but people unfor-
tunately do not follow their own reli-
gious principles. Lord Jesus Christ
taught, “Thou shalt not kill,” yet so
many so-called Christians are busy kill-
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ing—killing animals and killing other
human beings. Lord Krsna said, “Give
up all other occupations and surrender
unto Me.” But millions of so-called
Hindus have some other idea. They
care more about politics, moneymaking,
sectarian loyalties, mundane welfare
work, or other duties, philosophies,
“isms,” and so on.

Therefore the great need of today is
to spread the cultural values and spiri-
tual philosophy of sanatana-dharma,
Krsna consciousness.

Sanatana-dharma is not meant only
for people of a particular country or
religious background. It is meant for
all human beings, or even all living
entities. Therefore we can honestly ask
godly people from whatever back-
ground to take part in the Krsna con-

| sciousness movement.

If we take to Krsna consciousness
sincerely, live by its principles, and
spread them for the benefit of others,
Lord Krsna will always help us and
protect us.

Andthe people of the world—people
of all religions—should demand that
their ksatriyas, their political and mili-
tary leaders, take to the principles of
sanatana-dharma and uphold and pro-
tect them, as the Lord desires. Then the
ksatriyas can attain the perfection of
their duty, and godly people of all reli-
gious faiths will be safe and secure.

All sections of society—brahmana,
ksatriya, vaisya,and siidra—should give
up all other so-called dharmas and
work together in sanatana-dharma,
Krsna consciousness, devotional ser-
vice to the Lord. To spread this under-
standing is the purpose of our Krsna
consciousness movement.
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It reminds you of Krsna, the Supreme
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way to the world beyond matter—the spiritual sky.
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stimulating articles to fill your mind with Krsna
consciousness.
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How to prepare mouth-watering
vegetarian food for healthy eating

B, Enjoy dishes from Asia, India,
Europe, the Middle East, and
the Americas:

» Nourishing Rice Dishes

* Delicious Soups * Tasteful
Vegetable Dishes e Crisp,
Colorful Salads = Mouth-
watering Savories ® Pasta &
Grain Dishes = Nourishing Bean
& Legume Dishes

* Dips, Sauces, & Dressings

e Rich Sweets & Desserts
—and much more.

PLUS: Handy menu-planning
ideas © Informative illustrated
glossary = Full index for speedy
reference.

MAIL COUPON

== Over 100 beautiful color TODAY
photos by award-winning OR PHDNE

o e (213) 837-5283

r-———-—————

¢ 192 pages
° 834" X 109"
* Hardcover
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For spiritually aware people
who want the exquisite taste of
Hare Krsna cooking without a lot of time in the kitchen,
here’s an excellent new cookbook packed with recipes for
over 240 delicious, healthful, easily prepared vegetarian
dishes from around the world.

Recipes were chosen and tested by Kiirma Dasa,
head chef of Gopal’s, the popular Hare Krsna vegetarian

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA BOOK TRUST

Mail Order Dept., 3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, CA
90034. Phone: (213) 837-5283

YES! Please send me Great Vegetarian Dishes for the s'pecial
price of only $19.50 plus $3.95 for shipping—a total of just
$23.45 per book.

restaurant in Melbourne, Australia. As one of the most NAME.
celebrated Hare Krsna chefs, Kirma knows all the secrets ADDRESS
of combining food and spiritual consciousness.
CITY STATE ZIP

With humor, patience, and enthusiasm he has been
passing on his expert knowledge of Hare Krsna cooking
to a growing and appreciative audience for the past ten
years. His TV series is popular throughout the world.

You’ll find every recipe easy to follow and practical.
Each has been personally tried and refined by the author.
Preparation and cooking times are given, and the recipes
work with Australian, British, or American measurements.

[ 1enclose a check or money order for books at $23.45
each = . (California residents add 6.75% sales tax.)

] Bill my credit card: VISA / MC No.
Exp. Date Signature

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

If you aren’t completely satisfied with your copy of Great

In the UK. send £12.95 (postage included) to: BBL, P.O. Box 324, Boreham- Vegetarian Dishes, simply return it to us for a full refund.

wood, Herts. WD6 1NB. Phone: 081 905 1244. In Australia send $23.50 plus
$3.95 postage and handling to: BBT, Freepost, No. 117, GPO Box 1477, Sydney
2001, N.S.W. or phone 02 666 6466.
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