Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities
worldwide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Stila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sankirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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Lord Krsna describes different
yoga systems in the Bhagavad-gita, but He
clearly points to one as the best.

t Krsna
he Cent

A lecture in Stockholm on September 10, 1973
by HIS DIVINE GRACE )
A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

§ri-bhagavan uvaca
mayy asakra-manah partha
vogam yufijan mad-asrayah
asamsayarm samagram mam
yatha jaasyasi tac chrnu

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead
said: ‘Now hear, O son of Prtha [Arjuna],
how by practicing yoga in full conscious-
ness of Me, with mind attached to Me, you
can know Me in full, free from doubt.” ”

(Bhagavad-gita 7.1)

his is a verse from the Seventh Chap-

ter of Bhagavad-gita, which we have
published as Bhagavad-gita As It Is. There
are many editions of Bhagavad-gita, and
most of them have been edited to push
forward the editor’s own philosophical
views. But we do not accept Bhagavad-gita
in that light. Bhagavad-gita is spoken by
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Itis
stated here, bhagavan uvaca. Those who
are Sanskrit scholars will understand
what is meant by the word bhagavan.
Bhaga means “opulence,” and one who

possesses something is called van. So
bhagavan means “one who possesses all
opulences.”

There are six kinds of opulence: wealth,
reputation, strength, knowledge, renun-
ciation, and beauty.Ifa personis veryrich,
he is opulent; he attracts the attention of
many persons. Similarly, if a person is
very influential or strong, he also attracts.
If a man is very famous for his activities,
he also attracts attention. If a man or
woman is very beautiful, he or she attracts
attention. Ifone is very learned, he also at-
tracts attention.

We all possess these opulences in some
small quantity. Every one of us may pos-
sess some riches, may be a little wise or a
little strong. But when you find that per-
son who possesses more opulences than
anyone else, that is God. The Sanskrit
word for this is asamordhva. Sama means
“equal,” and asama means “withoutbeing
equal.” And ardhva means “above.” No
oneisequal toor greaterthan God. Thatis
the definition of God. “God is great”
means that nobody is equal to Him and

PAINTING BY YADURANI-DEVI DASI
Text and painting ©@The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
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nobody is above Him in any kind of opu-
lence. That is called bhagavan.

Vyasadeva writes bhagavan in Bhagavad-
gita to describe Krsna. Bhagavad-gita is
one of the chapters of Mahabharaia.
Mahabharata means “the history of greater
India.” India is the name given by West-
erners. But the real name is Bharata-
varsa. Bharata-varsa means not only
India but the whole planet. Five thousand
years ago it was known as Bharata-varsa.
Now the name Bharata-varsa indicates
only India.

So the background of this Bhagavad-
gita is that there was a worldwide fight
called the Battle of Kuruksetra. Kuru-
ksetra is a place that still exists, and there
was a battle there five thousand years ago.
The main parties in the fight were cousin-
brothers, the Kurus and the Pandavas.
Bhagavad-gita was spoken there by Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Bhagavan.

Therefore, it is said bhagavan uvaca.
Krsna is teaching Arjuna bhakti-yoga.
Yoga is the means by which you can con-
tact the Supreme. Yoga means “linking.”
There are many yoga systems for linking
ourselves with the Supreme Absolute
Truth.

The Absolute Truth is realized in three
phases: impersonal, localized, and per-
sonal. In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said
that the Absolute Truth is realized by dif-
ferent persons according to different an-
gles of vision. For example, if you see a
mountain from a distant place, you see
something cloudy. If you go nearer, then
you find it is something green. And if you
actually reach the mountain, then you
find so many varieties. There are trees,
there are houses, there are living entities,
animals, everything. The objectis one, but
according to the vision of the person from
the different distances, the same object is
realized in different phases.

Therefore, the Srimad-Bhagavatam says,
vadanti tat tattva-vidas tattvam yaj jianam
advayam. The object is one, but according
to different understandings, somebody is
realizing the Absolute Truth as imper-
sonal Brahman, somebody is realizing
the Absolute Truth as localized Param-
atma, and somebody is realizing the same
Absolute Truth as the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. Ultimately, the Abso-
lute Truth is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Bhagavan.

Therefore, Vyasadeva, the compiler of
Mahabharata, says, §1f bhagavan uvaca. So
in this Krsna consciousness movement
we understand that Bhagavan is Krsna.
He has many millions of names, but
Krsna is the chief name. Krsna means
“the all-attractive.” God must be all-
attractive. Itisnotthat Godis attractive for
one person and not for another. No. God
is attractive for all living entities. There-
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fore,youseein picturesof Krsnathat Heis
loving the calves and cows, He is loving
the trees, He is loving the gopis, He is lov-
ing the cowherd boys. For Him, for God,
everyone is a lovable object because
everyone is the son of God.

Krsna states in the Bhagavad-gita that
there are different species of life and dif-
ferent forms of life. He says, “Their
motheristhe material nature,and Iamthe
seed-giving father.”

God is attractive for everyone, and God
is equal to everyone. There is no distine-
tion for God that here is an animal, here is
a man, here is a tree. No. Every living en-
tity is part and parcel of God. That is our
understanding of God consciousness, or
Krsna consciousness.

There are different processes of yoga for
linking with God, out of which three are
principal: jAdana-yoga, hatha-yoga, and

od is equal to

everyone.
There is no distinc-
tion for God that
here is an animal,
here is a man, here
is a tree. Every
living entity is part
and parcel of
God. That is our
understanding of
God consciousness.

bhakti-yoga. Bhakti-yoga is the topmost.
That is described in the Bhagavad-gita
[6.47]:

yoginam api sarvesam
mad-gatenantar-armana

Sraddhavan bhajate yo mam
sa me yuktatamo matah

Of all yogis, the yogr who is always think-
ingof Krsna with love and faith is the first-
class yogr.

The Seventh Chapter of the Bhagavad-
gita describes how to become a first-class
yogt. Krsna Himself explains how it is to
be done. If you want to understand God, it
isbetter tounderstand from God Himself.
Instead of speculating about God, itis bet-
ter to understand God from the words of
God.

Vyasadeva is the compiler of all Vedic
knowledge, and he accepts Krsna as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Later

on, all the dcaryas—Ramanujacarya,
Madhvacarya, Visnusvami, Lord Cai-
tanya—they all accepted Krsna. As far as
our Vedic culture is concerned, Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Here it is also said, §iT bhagavan uvaca.
Krsna is teaching how to become a first-
class yogr in Krsna consciousness. He is
saying, mayy dsakta-manah partha yogarn
yuhjan mad-asrayah. Mayi means “unto
Me,” and dsakta means “attachment.”

The Krsna consciousness yoga means
to increase attachment for Krsna. That's
all. Everyone has attachment for some-
thing, either for his family or for some
friend or for some house or some hobbyor
some cats, some dogs. There is attach-
ment. That doesn’t have to be learned. At-
tachment is there in everyone’s heart.
Everyone wants to be attached to some-
body else; everybody wants to love some-
body else. Love does not mean oneness.
For love there must be two: the lover and
the beloved.

The Krsna consciousness yoga system
is the means to increase your attachment
for Krsna. Therefore it is said here, mayy
asakta-manah partha—"gradually increas-
ing one’s attachment for Me.” Krsna says
one should practice this yoga system by
taking shelter of Him. You can take shel-
ter directly of Krsna, or you can take shel-
ter of a person who has taken shelter of
Krsna. That is the meaning of mad-
asrayah. That is the system of parampara,
disciplic succession. If you increase your
attachment for Krsna, or if you increase
your attachment for a person who is a
devotee of Krsna, it is the same.

For example, if something is charged
with electricity and you touch something
else to it, it also becomes electrified. We
have daily experience. The wires distrib-
ute the electricity from the powerhouse,
and as soon as we join the plug, imme-
diately it is electrified. Similarly, if you
carry the words of Krsna as they are
carried by others in the disciplic succes-
sion, then you are in touch with Krsna.
That is called yogar yuijan mad-asrayah:
always being linked with Krsna.

Krsna says in this verse, “Please try to
hear from Me.” Krsna is speaking person-
ally. So if we accept Bhagavad-gita as it is,
as instructed by Krsna Himself, then we
can understand God without any doubt.

In our present position, with blunt ma-
terial senses, with four defects, it is not
possible to understand what God is. We
have four defects in this material condi-
tion: we commit mistakes, we are illu-
sioned, we tend to cheat, and our senses
are imperfect.

Every day we see the sun with our eyes,
but because our senses are imperfect, we
see the sun as a disk, although it is thou-
sands of times bigger than the earth. In

(continued on page 34)



A Course in Vedic Knowledge

This series systematically explains some of the
important philosophical concepts that form the
foundation of the Vedic culture and the Krsna
consciousness movement.

LESSON SEVEN:

Vedic Society

by PAVANESANA DASA

Part II: In last month’s issue, we discussed
how the Vedic literature recommends the
varnasrama system, the organization of society
into four social divisions (varnas) and four
spiritual divisions (asramas), and we discussed
the characteristics of the four varnas. Now we’ll
discuss the four asramas: (1) brahmacari, or
student life; (2) grhastha, married life; (3)
vanaprastha, retired life; and (4) sannyasa,
renounced life.

The goal of Vedic society is to bring people
closer to God. Attachment to God and attach-
ment to matter are diametrically opposed. The
more people are attracted to material life, the
less they will be inclined to spiritual life, and
vice versa. Therefore the varnasrama system

BACK TO GODHEAD



stresses progressive detachment from ma-
terial enjoyment.

This does not mean that people in Vedic
society were deprived of enjoyment. They
were restricted for their own benefit from
the types of sense gratification that cause
suffering and continuous bondage in the
cycle of birth, old age, disease, and death.
And they were encouraged to enjoy in a
more refined way, in accordance with reli-
gious principles. This type of pleasure is
much more enjoyable and conducive to
health and well-being, and it elevates one
to higher consciousness and spiritual
awareness, instead of degrading one to
lower forms of life.

The greatest attachment in the material
world is due to sexual pleasure, described
in the Srimad-Bhdagavatam as a tight knot
binding one to this material world. Sexual
activity that ignores religious principles
increases one’s desire to stay in the ma-
terial world and decreases one’s spiritual
intelligence. Therefore in Vedic society
sex was limited to marriage, and it was for
procreation only.

Now let us analyze the functions of the
four asramas:

Brahmacart

The brahmacart asrama is student life,
the first quarter of a man'’s life. Education
in Vedic society did not consist of mere ac-
cumulation of data—facts, figures, equa-
tions, dates, formulas, and so on. Neither
did itconsist of speculative attempts to ex-
plain the world in terms of big bangs and
primordial soups. Vedic education was
intrinsically spiritual. It taught the stu-
dent practical knowledge about using the
material body in conjunction with the
laws of God in orderto live happily in this
material world and to attain the goal of
life, pure God consciousness.

This does not mean, however, that peo-
ple in the Vedic ages had inferior material
knowledge. Unlike our modern society,
with its inductive attempts to gain knowl-
edge, Vedic society derived highly devel-
oped knowledge from a perfectsource: the
Vedic scriptures, which emanate from
God Himself. In this ancient literature we
find descriptions of things modern man
prides himself on having invented only
recently: nuclear technology, airplanes,
and space travel, to name a few.

In Vedic society boys from the age of
five would receive their education from a
spiritual master, or guru. They would live
in his residence, called an asrama, strictly
observe celibacy and sense control, and
serve him with humility and dedication.
The guru would teach them according to
their natural inclination, or varpa. At age
twenty-five the student could enter the
householder asrama. Girls would be edu-
cated by their parents and live athome up
to the time of their marriage.
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Grhastha

The grhastha asrama is married life, the
second quarter of life. In family life there
is the natural tendency to accumulate
money and acquire material objects. All
four asramas are for spiritual advance-
ment, but only the grhastha asrama allows
for making money. Therefore, the entire
Vedic society was maintained by the
householder asrama.

This may seem unfair to us today.
Everyone wants to acquire as much as
possible and not have to share it with
others. But the Vedic system counteracts
this materialistic tendency by establish-
ing charity as the religious duty of the
householder. For example, before taking
his meal, the grhastha was supposed to
step into the street and call out loudly
three times: “If anyone is hungry, he

Vedz'c society

was based on

the understanding
that the soul is cov-
ered by a body sub-
Jject to birth, old
age, disease, and
death, and that the
soul is the real
life—eternal, dis-
tinct from matter,
and full of knowl-
edge and happiness.

should come and eat in my house.” Only
then would he and his family eat.

The grhasthas understood that charity
to saintly persons is not a liability but an
asset in one’s spiritual account. In Vedic
society brahmacaris and sannyasis used to
begfromthe householders. Begging helped
the brahmacaris and sannyasis culture hu-
mility and enabled the grhasthas to use
some of their money for a spiritual cause.

The householder benefited by the as-
sociation of saintly persons because he
received valuable spiritual instructions
fromthem. He knewthat a society without
holy men and God conscious preachers,
without charity and sacrifices, is a hellish
situation.

Vanaprastha

The stage of retirement from family life
is called vanaprastha. Itis the third quarter
of life. Modern society postulates the

goals of life as wealth, fame, beauty, sense
gratification, ample opportunity for sex,
and so on. Consequently, people often
continue trying to attain these things until
they die. Politicians cling to their power
even when they're senile orinvalid. Dying
businessmen pray to their doctors to pro-
long their life just a little so that they can
finish some business. Aging film stars get
face lifts in a vain attempt to trick nature.

Vedic society was based on the under-
standingthatthe spiritsouliscoveredbya
temporary body subject to birth, old age,
disease, and death, and that the soul is the
real life—eternal, distinct from matter,
and full of knowledge and happiness. The
body, along with all material attributes
like fame, wealth, and beauty, will perish
sooner or later.

When the householder reached age
fifty, he would enter the vanaprastha order,
giving up his sexual relationship with his
wife and gradually retiring from business
and family life. He would travel to places
of pilgrimage, often accompanied by his
wife, and devote more time to spiritual
practices, such as reading the holy scrip-
tures and meditation.

Instead of increasing his attachment to
matter at the end of life, he would gradu-
ally detach himself from worldly affairs.
He knew that material accomplishments
have no value at the time of death. When
the soul transmigrates into another body,
all assets like cars or bank accounts have
to be left behind. A man is born withouta
penny, and he has to leave this world in
the same condition. Atdeath the onlyuse-
ful assetis knowledge ofone’s true selfand
of one’s relationship with God. With this
objective the retired householder would
prepare himself for the final stage of life.

Sannydasa

The renounced order, sannyasa, is the
last stage of life. In Vedic society it was en-
tirely reserved for spiritual advancement.
The sannyast would leave his family in
ordertogive up any attachmentto his wife
andchildren. He would travel withoutany
possessions, without any insurance plan
or material security, and simply depend
on Krsna. His only business was to be-
come Krsna conscious and convey his
realizations to others.

The sannyasis were the spiritual leaders
of society. They lived by the charity of the
householders, and anyone would be hon-
ored and happy to receive sannydasis in his
house, for their presence afforded an op-
portunity to hear realized transcendental
knowledge.

The Vedic literature states that charity
given to a qualified brahmana is returned
a thousand times in the next life, and
charity given to a fully realized devotee is
returned by unlimited multiplication. And

(continued on page 15)



THE VEDICOBSERVER

Transcendental Commentary on the Issues of the Day

MUSTACHES
AND
MONEYBELTS

by Jayadvaita Swami
(Vrndavana, India)

n the ancient land of the Incas and the
tecs, in the capital city of a country
I'd rather not name, for many years an old
man with a pushcart stood on the street
outside our Hare Krsna temple selling ba-
nanas, oranges, apples, pineapples, and
papayas. Now the fruits and the pushcart
are gone, but the man is still there. And
now he has a new occupation—changing
dollars.
He and nearly everyone else on the
block.
Roll down your car window. You’ll get

the latest street-market exchange rate.
Andonthespotyou canchange yourlocal
money for U.S. dollars—or vice versa.
Change dollars on the sidewalk, change
dollars on the road. The whole street is
astir with mustaches and moneybelts and
fistfuls of currency. Walk through our
temple gate into our garden: on the
wooden benches beneath the palm trees,
the mustaches and moneybelts have
spilled over from the street, and hands are
swapping local currency for dollars. And
it's not only our block—it’s like this all
over downtown.

And—whew!—what happens to the
rates! The day I arrive, six hundred to the
dollar; four days later, eight twenty. And
tomorrow it might be up to nine hun-

dred—or back down to four hundred.

What's going on?

A local devotee explains:

It starts up in the selvas—the jungles of
the mountains, where the main crop these
days is the coca plant. The buyers pay in
U.S. dollars. Then the local growers come
down to the city to change their dollars
into money they can spend—that is, into
the national currency.

And because that local money is so
wobbly, everyone who’s saving money
wants dollars. If you're holding on to cash,
youdon'tbankitin the national currency.
Youlockitupin your house somewhere—
in dollars. And you change it back into
local cash only as you need money to
spend.

So the people from the selva are selling
dollars, and everyone else is buying. And
who’s buying more than anyone else? The

-]

s

national government.

Like most Latin American countries,
this one has a huge national debt. Butone
big advantage of being a government is
that whenever you need money you can
printit. Juststartup the presses and roll off
as much as you want. Great!

Well, not so great. You can spend that
money here. But outside the country, who
wants it? Those bankers you owe want
dollars.

That’s why the local government has
menoutin the streetbuyingup all the dol-
lars they can get. The formula is simple:
print your own currency, buy dollars, pay
offyourdebt.(Ornowthatyou've got more
money, spend it.)

Of course, you'll drive the local citizens

DRAWING BY KESISUDANA DASA

nuts. Butsince whenis it the government’s
business to make citizens happy?

This is Kali-yuga, the age of cheating
and hypocrisy. And cheating begins at the
top. A main role of the state, we're told in
the Vedic literature, is to protect the citi-
zens from thieves. But in this age, forget
it—the leaders of the state are the thieves.

Andwhatare these thieves mixedupin?
Drugs, prostitution, gambling, killing.
With all those dollars coming into the
treasury, how hard do you suppose the
local government is fighting the coca
trade? Instead they're busy cashing in—
and prostituting the national economy in
the bargain.

It's two weeks later. The rates have
changed again: more than eleven hun-
dred to the dollar. The fruit seller is busy
selling dollars. And this republic’s
economy is busy going bananas.

Now contrast this with the
Vedic civilization. In the Vedic
civilization people stick to sim-
ple occupations and save their
time for developing their rela-
tionship with Krsna. The Vedic
economy is a simple one, in
which material wealth consists
mainly of things people need,
like land and food.

For those who want tempo-
rary luxury in this world, the
perennial opulences are natural
ones like land, grain, fruits, milk
products, and gold. And for
those who want permanent
wealth, the ultimate object is the
transcendent source of all opu-
lences, Krsna.

Anotherweek has gone by. Nowtherate
is eighteen hundred to the dollar. Bana-
nas and more bananas!

Of course, ultimately what's real is
what’s eternal. So in that sense money,
being temporary, is unreal anyway. And
how stable can you expect unreality to be?
The real thing is not a temporary stash of
money but our eternal relationship with
the Supreme Being, Krsna.

But eighteen hundred to the dollar!
That’s not just unreal. That’s ridiculous.

Maybe my devotee friend is wrong
about what’s behind it. But back in the
days of the Incas and the Aztecs, at least
the money was gold. Nowadays the
money is paper. And the Real Thing is
coke. £d
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Feed the Stomac

We're already the willing servants of our -;J
Why do we hate to be told|

by NAGARAJA DASA

“"Maharaja Pariksit attained the highest
perfection, shelter at Lord Krsna's lotus
Jeet, simply by hearing about Lord Visnu.
Sukadeva Gosvami attained perfection
simply by reciting Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Prahlada Maharaja attained perfection by
remembering the Lord. The goddess of
Jortune attained perfection by massaging
the transcendental legs of Maha-Visnu.
Maharaja Prthu attained perfection by
worshiping the Deity, and Akrira attained
perfection by offering prayers to the Lord,
Hanuman attained perfection by rendering
service to Lord Ramacandra, and Arjuna
attained perfection by being Krsna's friend.
Bali Maharaja attained perfection by
dedicating everything to the lotus feet of
Krsna”

—Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.265

he Krsna consciousness movement

has an important reminder for the
world: we're all servants of God. You
won't see throngs of people pouring
into our temples every day to hear that,
as people often do when all-is-one ; R
svamis flatter them that rhey’re God. ; o B R
Since people really don’t know much 5 > g ML’
about God, they also haven't the
faintest notion what it means to serve
Him. But those rare souls who know
God and serve Him say the pleasure
they obtain is unsurpassed. After all, it
is God they’re serving. If you have to
serve someone, why not serve the
Supreme?

And we do have to serve in one way
or another, though we don't like to
admit it. We're always serving others—
our employers, our customers, our
families. If we have no one else to serve,
we serve a pet.

Though to be called a servant sounds
demeaning, we serve in many ways

';i&; : VB ‘f .

Dl i,

Clockwise from upper left, paintings are by Muralidhara dasa, 5 8 .

Pugkara dasa, Yadurani-devt dast, Drgha-devi dast, Partksit o i .

dasa, Bharadvaja dasa, Puskara das, Yadurantdevt day,  The appearance of Prthu Maharaja and Akriira becomes overwhelmed at the sight of
Paintings ®The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. his consort, Arci, from King Vena’s body. Krsna’s footprints.
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h,Water the Root

families, our countries—even our dogs.
L s

we're the servants of God?

|

Lord Ramacandra and His faithful servant Arjuna and Krsna blow their tran- Bali Maharaja prepares to bathe Lord
Hanumin cross the ocean to Lanka. scendental conchshells. Vamana’s feet.
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without complaint. Why? Because we
have a motive. We expect some reward for
our service, some love or some money. We
want pleasure, something we don’t expect
to get by serving God.

Now, what happens when we choose to
serve someone other than God? Do we get
the reward we expect? Not really. Not the
lasting happiness we seek. If we want that,
we have to offer ourservice to the Supreme
Person, our primeval Lord and master,
the reservoir of all pleasure.

This is a simple concept, which the
Vedic literature explains with a couple of
analogies: If you want to nourish the parts
of your body, you must supply food to the
stomach; if you want to water the limbs,
leaves, and flowers of a tree, you have to
water the root.

God, or Krsna, is the root of everything.
Heexplains this Himselfin the Bhagavad-
gita: aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sar-
var pravartate. 1 am the source of all
material and spiritual worlds. Everything
emanates from Me.”

There is much evidence that Krsna is
God, the Absolute Truth, the source of
everything, but the best evidence is
Krsna's word. Krsna's Gitad has been read,
honored, and even worshiped by millions
of people for thousands of years. In the
modern age, many great thinkers, such as
Emerson, Thoreau, and Schopenhauer,
have studied Krsna’s teachings. Srila
Prabhupada suggests that if we respect
Krsna’s integrity enough to study His
words, we should at least theoretically ac-
ceptthat He is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. That’s what He says, and in-
deed, only when we accept Him as such is
the Gita comprehensible. “The most se-
cret of all secrets” was perfectly clear to
Arjuna because, as Krsna told him, “You
are never envious of Me.” When we put
aside envy, we can consider what Krsna is
saying.

Krsna explains that we are all part of
Him, and so our satisfaction naturally
comes when we serve Him. But for many
people, serving God seems intangible.
God seems remote. “It’s not like serving
the members of my family,” we say.
“They're right here, and it's natural to
serve them. I like to do it.”

Family affection is so strong, in fact,
that sometimes people who have lived to-
gether a long time can’t bear separation
from each other. My grandparents, for in-
stance, who were married for sixty years,
died a week apart. My grandmother
couldn’tlive without her husband. If such
deep attachment can develop in sixty
years, how deep must be our attachment
for Krsna, who is “right here,” right in our
hearts, forever.

When we awaken that relationship with
Krsna, the all-attractive Supreme Person,
then naturally we’ll want to serve Him. It
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simply requires some practice, much as a
child can walk by practice because the
ability is already within him.

The Vedic literature describes nine
ways we can serve the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead: hearing about Krsna,
chanting His glories, remembering Him,
attending Him, worshiping Him, praying
to Him, serving Him through thick and
thin, making friends with Him, and fully
surrendering to Him. Even if done with-
out full love, these nine aspects of
bhakti-yoga (“linking with God through
devotional service™) will gradually bring
us to maturity in our relationship with
Him.

Bhakti-yoga is so powerful that the
Vedic literature abounds with stories of
people who became pure lovers of God by
perfecting only one type of service. Suka-
deva Gosvami, for instance, perfected his
Krsna consciousness by reciting Srimad-

hen we

awaken our
relationship with
Krsna, then natu-
rally we'll want to
serve Him. It sim-
ply requires some
practice, much as a
child can walk by
practice because
the ability is al-
ready within him.

Bhagavatam, and Pariksit Maharaja, who
sat enthralled at Sukadeva’s feet, became
perfectby hearing the transcendental top-
ics of Krsna.

Although all the processes are impor-
tant and effective, hearing is the begin-
ning and the most important. Unless we
hear about Krsna and how to reawaken
ourlove for Him, we can’teven begin spiri-
tual life. The Caitanya-caritamria states,
nitya-siddha krsna-prema ‘sadhya’ kabhu
naya/ $ravanadi-suddha-citte karaye udaya:
“Love for Krsna is eternally situated
within the living entity. It can be awak-
ened by devotional service, beginning
with hearing.”

We have been asleep to devotional serv-
ice for so long, though, that even after
hearing about Krsna, we may still feel that
serving Him is a chore, Until we are com-
pletely free of the misunderstanding that
we are the number one enjoyer of this

world, we can't selflessly serve the Su-
preme. We want to be served. We still envy
God; He is still our rival. By progressive
devotional service, however, we gradually
understand that we are never indepen-
dent to do as we please. Is anyone so inde-
pendent that he doesn’t have to get sick,
grow old, and die? Qur attempts to lord it
over this world are like the attempts of a
person to get pleasure by bashing his head
against a wall. His only pleasure is the re-
lief he feels when he stops. The pleasure of
devotional service, however, goes beyond
mere relief from material misery. As our
desire to serve Krsna grows, our con-
sciousness awakens to transcendental
bliss.

When we finally revive our pure love for
Krsna, we re-enter our unique, eternal re-
lationship with Him. The relationships
we live and die for in the material world
are but pale reflections of the immortal re-
lationships we can share with Krsna. We
can be Krsna's servant, friend, parent, or
even His lover. And Krsna is so touched
by our service that, unlike the bad masters
of this world, He selflessly tries to serve us.
Such is the sweetness of pure love.

It shouldn’t be hard for us to agree to
join Krsna. Because God is the source of
all pleasure, nothing can compare to a re-
lationship with Him. Some devotees who
have re-entered their relationship with
Krsna and are absorbed in serving Him
have recorded their realizations in many
beautiful prayers. King Kulasekhara of
South India prayed, “O my Lord Mu-
kunda! I bow my head before Your Lord-
ship’s lotus feet and respectfully ask for
the fulfillment of my only desire: Through-
out my repeated births, may I never forget
You but always remember You by Your
Lordship’s mercy.”

King Kulasekhara has realized his po-
sition as servant of Krsna, and His
addressing Krsna as “Mukunda” is sig-
nificant. Mukunda is a name for Krsna
that means “the giver of liberation.” Al-
though King Kulasekhara knows he can
obtain liberation from the material world
by Krsna’s grace, he doesn’t care about
that. He simply wants the benediction that
he can always serve Krsna by remem-
bering Him—even if he must remain in
the material world.

We often find in prayers by great devo-
tees that they decry liberation. In fact, the
very word liberation, or in Sanskrit, mukti,
is sometimes repulsive to a devotee. That's
because it often implies impersonal lib-
eration, or merging into the effulgence of
God, the liberation sought by the Maya-
vadis, or impersonalists. The devotee
finds this idea horrifying. Prabodhananda
Sarasvati says, kaivalyam narakayate:
“Merging into the impersonal Brahman
is worse than hell.” Why? Because it

(continued on page 14)



Bogota, Colombia

“Itis stated in the Vedanta-sdtra that sound is
the origin of all objects of material possession
and that by sound one can also dissolve this
material existence. Anavrttih sabdat means
“liberation by sound.” The entire material mani-
festation began from sound, and sound can
also end material entanglement, if it has a par-
ticular potency. The particular sound capable
of doing this is the transcendental vibration
Hare Krsna. Our entanglement in material af-
fairs has begun from material sound. Now we
must purify that sound in spiritual understand-
ing. There is sound in the spiritual world also. If
we approach that sound, then our spiritual life
begins, and the other requirements for spiritual
advancementcanbe supplied. We have to un-
derstand very clearly that sound is the begin-
ning of the creation of all material objects for
our sense gratification. Similarly, if sound is
purified, our spiritual necessities also are pro-
duced from sound.”

—His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada

HARE KRSNA
HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA
HARE HARE
HARE RAMA
HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA
HARE HARE
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Poet For
[ iberated Souls

The poems of Jayadeva so wonderfully
describe Lord Krsna’s pastimes that Krsna Himself—
as Lord Caitanya—would swoon on hearing them.

by SATYARAJA DASA

-

Srﬂa Vyasadeva com-
piled the Vedic litera-
ture some five thousand
years ago, and since then
many great devotees
have created literary
works following the con-
clusions of Vyasadeva’s
writings and drawing on
their own realizations.
One such pure devotee
was Jayadeva Gosvami,
who, in the twelfth
century A.D., composed
Gita-govinda, one of the
greatest Vaisnava classics
of all time.

Jayadeva was born in
the village of Kenduli,
West Bengal. His father’s
name was Bhojadeva,

Opposite page: A painting
of Radha-Krsna done in a
style typical of that used to
illustrate Gita-govinda.
Left, the author of
Gita-govinda, Jayadeva
Gosvami.
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and his mother’s Rama. Little is known
abouthisearlylife,butitissaid thathe was
a Sanskrit scholar atan early age and was
inclined toward spiritual life. Some of his
contemporaries have described him as
“the incarnation of melody.”

As a young man. Jayadeva went to
Jagannatha Puri after visiting many holy
places. There he married a girl named
Padmavati, who was devoted to the Deity
of Lord Jagannatha (Krsna, “the Lord of
the universe”). Jayadeva also developed
deep love for the Lord. Inspired by the
beauty of Purl and Lord Jagannatha, he
composed Gita-govinda, and it quickly be-
came the joy of the Vaisnava community.

Atthetime, Gajapati Purushottamadev
was the provincial king. He was openly
envious of Jayadeva and soon posed an
ill-fated challenge. The king considered
himself a master poet, on a par with Jaya-
deva, and composed a work entitled
Abhinava Gita-govinda. One day, he sum-
moned his advisors and asked them to
widely circulate his work, in an attempt to
make it more popular than Jayadeva’s.
The king’s own men, however, ridiculed
his attempt, saying that it is impossible to
compare a lamp to the sun,

Still, the king was relentless. A contro-
versy soon arose, and the brahmanas (the
king's priests) decided that the matter
would be settled by placing both manu-
scripts before the Deity of Lord Jagan-
natha for the night. By morning, they said,
the Lord Himself would decide.

When the devotees went to greet the
Deity the next day, they found Jayadeva’s
Gita-govinda clasped against the Deity’s
chest, and the king’'s manuscriptscattered
about the floor. The decision was clear.

Jayadeva’s fame spread across India,
his work being recited or sung in every
major temple and royal court. So popular
was his work that beginning in the fif-
teenth century, various schools of classi-
calIndianartbegantorenderitmorethan
any other religious text. Glta-govinda was
illustrated in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and the Punjab hills. Gujarat
produced the earliest illustrated manu-

script in 1450. The next significant Glia-
govinda series was painted in 1590, and itis
now on display in Bombay's Prince of
Wales Museum.

The greatMogul emperor Akbar wasan
admirer of Grta-govinda and commis-
sioned a special illustrated manuscript,
one of the most important renditions ever
produced. His manuscript was done in
Mogul style and showed a fascinating
merger of religious and cultural milieus.
Radharani, for instance, Lord Krsna’s
eternal consort, was depicted in typical
Mogul dress.

Later in life, Jayadeva became the court
poet of King Lakshmanasena, the king of
Bengal forthelatter halfofthe twelfth cen-
tury. The king’s patronage of Jayadeva
added insult to injury for Gajapati Puru-
shottamadev, who soon resigned from his
post in Puri.

Jayadeva’s work became more famous
as the years passed, and after he left this
world, the words of his immortal Gita-
govinda were inscribed on the Jaya-Vijaya
doorway of the Jagannatha temple in
Puri.

The most significant testament to the
value of Jayadeva’s work is that it was
fully appreciated by Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, who used to have it read to Him
nightly. Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself
in the role of a perfect devotee. Since God
Himself is pleased with Jayadeva’s work,
it must be considered consummate.

Consequently, Srila Prabhupada states
that Jayadeva should be counted among
the mahajanas, the great souls who come
to this world on behalfofthe Lord to show
the proper methods of devotional service.
This puts Jayadeva in the company of
such exalted personalities as Brahma,
Narada, and Prahlada. Jayadeva’s dis-
tinct position is revealed in the depth of
his work. Gita-govinda deals with the inti-
mate pastimes of Radha and Krsna, the
ultimate in spiritual truth. Skillfully weav-
ing pastoral drama with scriptural fact
through the medium of Sanskrit melody,
Jayadeva brings to life every nuance of
spiritual love, in union and in separation.

Still, as the perfect teacher, Jayadeva is
careful, for he does not want his readers to
mistake the loving pastimes of Radha and
Krsna for lusty exchanges. The interac-
tion of Radha and Krsna is the most
wholesome spiritual relationship, of which
material relationships are but a perverted
counterpart.

To prevent misconceptions, great Vais-
nava teachers throughout history have
recommended the reading of basic spiri-
tual texts, such as the Bhagavad-gita, be-
fore one approaches the esoteric pastimes
of Radha and Krsna. And even then, one
requires the direction of a bona fide
spiritual master coming in disciplic suc-
cession. Otherwise, one is sureto misinter-
pret the teachings. Srila Prabhupada, in
fact, has written that the esoteric works of
Jayadeva and others like him should be
read only by liberated souls.

Jayadeva begins his Gita-govinda with
a beautiful prayer, entitled Dasavatara
Stotra: “The Prayer to the Ten Incarna-
tions.” In this prayer, he reminds his read-
ers of Lord Krsna’s divinity, hoping to
allay their possible misinterpretation of
the pastimes of the Lord recounted in the
book. In thelast verse of Dasavatara Stotra,
Jayadeva summarizes the activities of ten
incarnations of Lord Krsna:

O Lord Krsna, I offer my obeisances unto
You, the Supreme Lord. You appear in the
form of the following ten incarnations. In the
form of Matsya, You rescue the Vedas, and as
Kiarma, You bear the Mandara Mountain on
Yourback. As Varaha, You lift the earth with
Your tusk, and in the form of Nrsithha, You
tear open the chest of the demon Hiranya-
kasipu. In the form of Vamana, You trick
Bali by asking him for only three steps of
land, and then You take away the whole uni-
verse by expanding Your steps. As Para-
surama, You slay all the wicked kings, and as
Ramacandra, You conquer the evil king
Ravana. In the form of Balarama, You carry
a plow, with which You subdue the wicked
and draw toward You the river Yamuna. As
Lord Buddha, You show compassion to all
living beings, and at the end of the present
age, Kali-yuga, You appear as Kalki to de-
stroy the lowest among men.

Water the Root

(continued from page 10)
denies one the opportunity to serve
Krsna.

The happiness of serving Krsna is mil-
lions of times greater than that obtained
by the impersonalists who enter the Brah-
man effulgence. One devotee says that if
you multiply the happiness of Brahman
liberation millions of times, it won’t equal
an atomic fraction of the pleasure of serv-
ing Krsna, which is an ocean of bliss.

Devotees will not give up serving Krsna
foranything. There are many descriptions
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in the Vedic literature of impersonalists
who have become devotees of Krsna—
Sukadeva Gosvami and the four Ku-
mdras are examples—but a devotee never
becomes an impersonalist. In the First
Cantoofthe Sn‘mad—.@hégavamm, thesage
Narada Muni tells Srila Vyasadeva, the
compiler of Vedic literature, that even an
immature devotee who falls down from
his practice of Krsna consciousness will
never forget the pleasure of serving Krsna.
Such a person is called rasa-grahah, “one
who has had a real taste.”

In trying to convince people that serv-
ing Krsna is in their best interest, we are

sometimes asked, “What about serving
your fellow man?” People object, for in-
stance, when money thatcould be used for
ministering to the poor is used for build-
ing opulent temples.

No one should think, though, that a
devoteeiscallous to the sufferingof others
and that he’s interested only in the joy he
obtains by serving God. The scriptures de-
scribe devotees as krpambudhih para-
duhkha-duhkhi—they are an ocean of
mercy, and they feel the suffering of others
as their own suffering. But the devotees
know the real cause of everyone’s suffer-
ing—not just the poor’'s—and they know



Cooking with

KURMA

Based on the three-part videotape series Cooking With Karma, produced
by ISKCON Television (ITV)*, this column features the gourmet recipes
and authentic Indian techniques of ISKCON’s famous Australian chef

uspp vydouny

Kiarma dasa.

Rose-Saffron Srikhand
(Serves 10-12)

Ingredients

8 cups plain yogurt

Y4 teaspoon saffron strands

12 teaspoon rose water
1 to 1% cups powdered sugar

1. Hang the yogurt in a cheesecloth over a bowl for at least 5 hours.
2. Make a paste with the saffron strands by crushing and pulverizing

them and adding the rose water.

3. Pour the thickened yogurt into a bowl and add the saffron paste
and powdered sugar. Blend well and chill. Garnish with a sprinkle of
rose water and a few saffron strands. Offer to Krsna.

* For information about ITV, see “Resources” on page 24.

Purusanha dasa

the real solution. We are all suffering in
this world because we have forgotten that
we are eternal servants of Krsna. The
cure, therefore, is to become reinstated in
our original position through devotional
service.

So a devotee does serve his fellow man.

When he builds a beautiful temple, he
wants to attract people to come there and
hear about Krsna so that their spiritual
lives can begin. When Lord Krsna de-
scended five hundred years ago as Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, He especially

(continued on page 34)

Vedic Society

(continued from page 6)

we find the following statement regarding
the benefit of associating with saintly
persons: “The verdict of all revealed scrip-
tures is that by even a moment’s associa-
tion with a pure devotee, one can attain all
success.”

By their preaching, sannydsis created a
potent spiritual atmosphere. Their very
presence reminded the attached house-
holders that they too would one day have
to renounce their possessions—eithervol-
untarily or at death—and that they had
better prepare for this ultimate test.

Vedic society did not see life as a one-
timeeventbutasacontinuouscycle. Prepa-
ration for the next life and worship of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord
Krsna, were essential ingredients of social
life. Simple living and high thinking ena-
bled people to concentrate on their long-
term goal of spiritual perfection and God
consciousness.

Today's materialistic society is devoted
exclusively to the pursuit of short-term
goals. God consciousness is thought of as
impractical, outdated, unrealistic, or non-
progressive. But this kind of thinking has
stripped people’s lives of meaning and
lasting values. It has created an atmo-
sphere of anxiety, because people have
nothingto live for. Society has lostits soul.

Materialistic persons desperately try to
prepare for any conceivable problem or
calamity. But no one is preparing for the
one disaster that's sure to strike—death.
Spiritual knowledge meanstounderstand
that death is not the end of all our efforts,
but the final exam of one lifetime, which
determines our next destination.

Spiritual culture is not a matter of East
or West, Indian or American. Itis the eter-
nal rightofevery human being, foritleads
to the perfection of life. So modern life is
certainly a different culture from the
Vedic one. But must we follow the culture
inwhich we wereborn and raised ifitisen-
tirely opposed to the progressive values of
life?

Materialistic values, even if they seem
progressive, accomplish only one thing:
the endless repetition of birth, old age. dis-
ease, and death. The Vedic literature tells
us thatall activities thatdo not provoke an
attraction for the Personality of Godhead
are nothing but a waste of time, because
they obstruct us from attaining our spiri-
tual destination.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.10) states:

Life’s desires should never be directed
toward sense gratification. One should de-
sire only a healthy life, or self-preservation,
since a human being is meant for inquiry
about the Absolute Truth. Nothing else
should be the goal of one’s works.
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Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mall: P.O. Box 20224, 32304)/ Tel. (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florlda—13821 N. 37 St, 33613/ Tel. (813) 977-0026
Topanga, Callfornia—20395 Callon Dr., 80290/ Tel. (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey—{mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ Tel. (201) 289-0870
Walla Walla, Washington—314 E. Poplar, 99362/ Tel. (509) 529-9556
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Polomac, Maryland 20854/ Tel. (301) 289-2100

FARM COMMUNITIES
Carriera, Mi (New Houte 2, Box 449, 38426/ Tel. (601) 798-8533
Church Hill, (New Ji Route 2, Box 298, 39005/ Tel. (601) 445-2222
Florida (New reti)—Box 818, Alachua, Florida 32615/ Tel. (904) 462-9046

Greenfield, Ninols—RL. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louls)

Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hill)—{contact ISKCON Gurabo)

Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Gokula}—FRt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ Tel. (919) 732-8482

Mulberry, {Murdri )—Murdri Project, Rt. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ Tel
(615) 7587331

Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Ghd-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ Tel. (717) 527-4101

RESTAURANTS

Dallas—HKalachandii's (at ISKCON Dallas)

Detrolt—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ Tel. (313) 331-6740

Laguna Beach—Gauranga's (at ISKCON Laguna Beach)

Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9524 Venice Bivd,, Culver City, 90230/ Tel. (213) 836-1269

Miami Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)

Philadelphla—Govinda's, 529 South St 19147/ Tel. (215) 829-0077

§t. Louis—Govinda's (at ISKCON St. Louis)/ Tel. (314) 535-8085

San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ Tel. (619) 284-4827

San Francisco—Govinda's, B6 Carl St., 84117/ Tel. (415) 753-9703

8an Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ Tel (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
Betast, Northern Ireland—140 Upper Dunmurray Lane, Belfast/ Tel. 621757
Leicester, England—30 Rendell Fload, Lelcester/ Tel, (0533})-681256
Manchester, England—20 Mayfield Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel. (061)-2264416
London, England lcllv}—m Soha St, London W1/ Tel. (01) 437-3662

London, E Manor, L Heath, Watiord,
Henialdahlm WD? 8 aEPf Tol. (092385) 7244
Karuna Bhavan, B Road, L gow, L / Tal (O555)-894780
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Island of Inish Rath—Li. County F Ireland/ Tel. (3657) 21512
London, England—{contact Manor)
RESTAURANT
London, England—Govinda's, 8-10 Soho St/ Tel. (01) 437-3662
ITALY

Bologna—Via Nazionale 124, 40065-Plancro (BOY Tel. (51) 774-034

Catania—Via San Nicol al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ Tel (95) 522-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, B0O0SS Tomre del Greco (NA) Tel. (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delie Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (F‘D].nr Tel (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Coliine, Loc. La L 56030 Perig (PI)/ Tel. (587) 616-194
Rome—\Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ Tel (06) 262913
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ Tel (11) 840-957
Varese—\ia Violta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ Tel (331) 783-268

FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vndavana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, S. Andrea in Percussina, San Casciano

Val di Pesa (Fl) 50026/ Tel (55) 820-054

RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ Tel. (2) B62-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ Tel. (6) 654-1973

OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Krsna Dham, 225 Ruysdaselkade, 1072 AW/ Tel. (020) 751 404
Athens, Gmm—Poseldes 27, loupoli, 16 345/ Tel. 01-993-7080
Spain— c/de LObit, 67-0B026/ (93) 347-8933
Brussols, Belgium—49 rue Marché aux Poulets-1000 Bruxelies/ Tel. (02) 513 86 05/04
gens Tvaeruej 11, 2000 Copenhagen f/ Tel. (01) 86-85-81
Dﬂdlmr\. Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen (FR)/ Tel. (037) 43-26-98
Durbuy, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Durbuy 5482/ Tel. 086-322926
Géthenburg, Sweden—Hare Krishna Center, Gimmeredsvigen 103.42169 Vastra Frolunda/ Tel. 031-290966
Gridinge, Sweden—Korsnis Gard, 140 32 Grodinge/ Tel. 0753-28151
Hﬂshkl, Finland—Govinda's, Jaskarinkatu 10D, Helsinki 15/ Tel. (085) 0033
g, W. Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ Tel. 06221-15101

Lisbon,Poﬂugal-—RuaFeman Lopes, 6, Cascais 2750 (mail: Apartado 2489, Lisboa 1112)/ Tel (11) 286 7133
Moscow, USSR—Contact ISKCON Office of Soviet Affairs, Almviks Gérd, 15300 Jama, Sweden/ Tel. (46) 0755-52088
Oslo, Norway—Skolestien 11, 0373 Ris, Oslo 3
Pnrh. Fran:l—GI rue Jnan Vacquiel' 93160 Noisy le Grand/ Tel. 45921018; 43043263

khol 22,112 40 Tel. 08-549002
Valencia, Spain—c/de Almirante Cadarso #12, Vedat de Torente/ Tel (961) 55962
Vienna, Austria—Center for Viedic Studies, Liechlensteinstrasse 23/1l, 1090 Vienna/ Tel. (0222) 310-10-33
Warsaw, Poland—"Towarzystwo Swiadomosci Kryszny Bhakti Yoga—w PR.L" skr. pocziowa nr. 257, 02-770

Warasawa VPT 130

Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, B032 Zdrich/ Tel. (01) 69-32-79

FARM COMMUNITIES
Bavarian Forest Waid), W. |Nan\lmoa-mm-i(m::-— (contact ISKCON Heideiberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja {Santa Clara) B jara/ Tel. (11) 280018

Denmark—Gl. Kirkeve] 3, 6650 Broerup/ Tel. 5-382821

Jima, Sweden—Almviks Gard, 15300 Jama/ Tel (46) 755-52068

Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6281 Sessa (Malcantone) TI/ Tel (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Mayapur)—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ Tel. (54) 40-23-53

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, SA. (mail: P.O. Box 235, Kingswood 5062)/ Tel. (08) 272-0488
95 Bank Road, ille, Q.L.D. (mail: P.O. Box 83, Indooroopilly 4068)/ Tel. (07) 379-5008

Calrns—69 Spence St., Caims, Q.LD. (mail: RO. Box 5238, Caims Mail Cenire, Q.L.D. 4370}/
Tel, (070) 516946
ismore—Hare Krishna Yoga Center, 17 Kyogle St, Lismore South, N.SW. 2484
Melbourne— 197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. (03) 688-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: P.O. Box 220, Cammeray, N.SW. 2060)/
Tel. (02) 826164
Perth (—125 Barrack St, WA 6000 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ Tel. (09) 3289171
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Dartinghurst, N.SW. 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159, Kings Cross, N.SW.
2011)/ Tel. (02) 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bambra (New Nandagram)—Oak Hill, Dean's Marsh Road, Bambra, VIC 3241/ Tel. (052) 887383
Murwillumbah (New Govardhana)—Tyalgum Rd., Eungelia, via Murwillumbah, N.SW. 2484
(mail; O, Box 687)/ Tel (066) 721903
RESTAURANTS
Adelalde—Crossways, 79 Hindley St, Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 2515258
Brisbane—Crossways, First Floor, 99 Elisabeth Street
Melbourne—Crossways, First Floor, 123 Swanston St, Melboume, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650 2939
Gopal's, 139 Sy St Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 850-1578
North Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ Tel. (02) 926164
Parth—Gopal's, 129 Barrack St, Perth, WA 8000/ Tel (09) 325-2168
Sydney—Govinda's Upstairs and Govinda's Take-away (both al ISKCON Sydney)/ Tel. (075) 501642

NEW ZEALAND AND FLJI
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. (9) 4128075
Christchurch, New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave, (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. (3) 81965
Labasa, Fiji—Delailabasa (mall: Box 133)/ Tel. 82016
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. 61-633
Rakira, Fijl—Rewasa (maik Box 129)/ Tel. 94243
Suva, Fiji—R0. Box 6376, Nasinu/ Tel. 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—17 Kio Bay, Evans Bay Farade, Wellington (mali: PO. Box 2753, Wellington)/ Tel. (4) 861441
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 15t Floor,, Civic House, 291 Queen St/ Tel. (3) 34885
Christchurch, New Zealand—Gopal's, 143 Worcester St/ Tel. 67-035
Lautoka, Fii—Gopal's, Comer of Yasawa St & Naviti St/ Tel. 62550
Suva, Fii—Gopal's, Comer of Pratt St. & Joske St (opp. Reserve Bank)/ Tel. 314154

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)

Abidjan, lvory Coast—01 BF B366, Abidjan

Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: PO. Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (maik: c/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)

Cape Town, South Africa—17 5t. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel. (21) 889 1529

Durban (Natal), . Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.O. Box 56003)/ Tel (31) 435-815
Freetown, Slerra Leone—13 Bright S1. Brookfields (mail: P.O. Box 812, Freetown)
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Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills," Plat 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: PO. Box 723,
Muldersdrift (Tvl), 1747)/ Tel, {11) B66-2716
Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Growhill Rd, {mall: RO, Box 2090}/ Tel. 8877801
Kitwe, Zambla—3122 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshi {mall: PO, Box 20242, Kitwe)/ Tel. 215-630
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala M [l Airport E ¥
{mail: 0. Box B793, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bomes (mail: PO. Box 108, Quatre Bomes, Mauritius)/ Tel. 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Saull Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ Tel, 512248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobl, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. {mail: F.O. Box 28946, Nairobil/ Tel. 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St), GR.A. Il
{mail: B.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokorad|, Ghana—6&4 Windy Ridge (mail: PO, Bax 328)
Warrl, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St, Bendel Housing Estate, Ugbarikaro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ Tel, 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lusaka, Zambia—Plot 4/288 Chingololo Rd., Makeni {mail: PO, Box 35658, Lusaka)/ Tel 210-578
Mauritlus {ISKCON Vedic Farm)—B8eau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Durban, 8. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA

Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Aganala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ Tel, Tel, 448935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—MN.H. 88, Surendranagar Dist.f Tel, 97
Bangalore, Karnataka—Hare Krishna Hill, 1 ‘R’ Block, Chord Road, Rajajinagar 560 010/ Tel. 359 856
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 380 015/ Tel, 326299 and 66499
Bhay M ‘Walchand Shopping Center, Bhayandar (w), Dist. Thana 401 101/ Tel. 692 2087
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapall, 751 001/ Tel, 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ Tel. 5206860
Calcutta, W. Bangal—3C Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757, 434265, 446075
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ Tel. 44634
Chhaygharla (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, F.O. Chhaygharia,

P:S. Bongaon, Dist, 24 Paragonas
Gauhatl, Assam—Ulubari Charali, Gauhati 781 001/ Tel. 31208
Guntur, A.P.—Opp. Sivalayam, Peda Kakani 522 509
Hardwar, U.P.—Fahala Mala, Brittany Cottage, Kharkhari 248 401 {mail: RO, Box 14)
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel. 551018, 552024
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001/ Tel. 21587
Madras, Tamll Nadu—53, Burkit Rd,, T. Magar, 800017/ Tel, 443266
Méydpur, W. Bengal—Shree Maydpur Chandrodaya Mandir, PO, Shree Mayapur Dham, Dist Madia/ Tel, 31

(Swarup Gunij)
Moirang, Manipur—Nangban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd./ Te. 795133
Nagpur, N 70 Hill Road, gar, 440 010/ Tel. 33513
New Delhi—M-119 Grealer Kailash 1, 110 048/ Tel. 6412058, 6419701
Pandharpur, Maharashira—Hare Krishna Asrama, across Cl
Patna, Blhar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ Tel. 50765
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., Camp, 411 001/ Tel. 60124 and 64003
Secunderabad, A.P.—8-1-1 51, John's Road 500 026/ Tel, 825232
Silchar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Siichar, Cachar Dist, 788004
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Gitalpada, near Hariderpada, Anchal Office, Darjesling Dist. 734 401
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, 395 005/ Tel, 84215
Tirupati, AP.—KT. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 507/ Tel. 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 224/1485, WC Hospital Rd,, Thycaud, 695 014/ Tal. 68197
Udhampur, Jammu and Prabhupada Nagar, L 182 101/ Tel. 496 PP,
Vrindavana, U,P.—Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Rati, Mathurd Dist 281 124/

Tel, B2478

FARM COMMUNITIES
Gujarat—Ni Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octroi Naka), Odhav 382 410/ Tel. 886 382
Ahmedabad District, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact: ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Ct 7B Kri gar Dham, District Gadhachiroll, 442 603
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Tq., R.RA. District 501 401/ Tel, 552924 (Hyderabad)
Maydpur, W. Bengal—{contact Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS

River, Dist. 413 304

iovinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Krishna-Bal Mandir
OTHER COUNTRIES

Ball, Indonesia—{Conlack ISKCON Jakarta)
Bangkok, Thalland—139, Sci Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ Tel. 233-2488
Chlittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Culiural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekbala, Hathazari/ Tel, 108

(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel, 20-2219
Colombo, Srl Lanka—188 New Chetty St Colombo 13/ Tel. 33325
Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel, 3-7395818
Jakarta, Indonesia—F.0, Box 2064, Jakarta Pusat 10001
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budhanilkanihay Tel. 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jatan Kelang Lama,

Petaling/ Tel. 730172
Manila, Phillppines—170 R, Femandez, San Juan, Mefro Manily/ Tel. 707410
Talpel, Taiwan—(mail: cio ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, lran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St. No. 58/ Tel. 658870
Tel Avlv, Israel—|17 B] Gorden St., P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel. 03-238-239
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T188/ Tel. (3) 327-1541

FARM COMMUNITY
Cobu, Philippines (Hare Krishna 231 P
RESTAURANTS

Cebu, F Gi

, 28 gho St
Hong Keng—The Higher Taste Vegetarian Dining Club (at ISKCON Hong Kong)

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Beidm, PA—Av, Gentil Biftencourt, 1002 (entre

Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ Tel. 83254

@ Quintino Bocaliva)/ Tel (091) 222-1886

Belo Horizante, MG—Av. Gentillio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ Tel. (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ Tel. (061) 242-7579
Campo Grande, M5—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara
Campos, RJ—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pq. Califémia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ Tel. {041) 264-6634
Florianopolis, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lawenco, 2114, Aldeota/ Tel. (085) 244-7068
Gofania, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sulf Tel. (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ Tel. (092) 233-3709
Pdrto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Moinhas de Vento
Ribeirdo Preto, SP—Rua Cergueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gldria, 98, Gldria/ Tel. (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas/ Tel. (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Aua Nabuco de Aradje, 151-Embaré/ Tel, (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-Vila Maria
Sfio Paula, SP—FRua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855)/ Tel, {011) 63-1674
S8o Paulo, SP (Centro Cultural)—Rua tavuni, 269-Indianapalis
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cedario Matta, 130, Centro
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod/ Tel. (027) 227-9860

FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Distrito de Murici (mail: Rua do MNorte, 61, Sala 3, Centra)

ba, 5P (New )—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 12.400)/ Ted. (0122) 42-5002

RESTAURANT

Belém, Para (Sri Krgna Prasdda)—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96 {entre Dr. Morais
e Benjamin Constant/ Tel (091) 222-1886
MEXICO

Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.E. 18/ Tel. (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 DF./ Tel 548-9323
Manterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro/ Tel. 74-89-76
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas MNo. 784, F ' 2/ Tel 50759

FARM COMMUNITY
Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauga-Mandala Bhimi)—{contact ISKCON Mexico City)

PERU
Arequipa—Jerusalen 402/ Tel. 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285/ Tel. 222353
Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. 910891
Lima—Schell 615 Mirallores
Trujillo—Bolivar 738/ Tel 259523
FARM COMMUNITY
Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DPTO De San Martin
RESTAURANTS
Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)
Cuzco—Espaderes 128
Lima—Schell 634 Miraflores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombla—Calle 83A, #10-62, Chapinero/ Tel 249-5797
Bogota, Colombia—Transversal 1a, #56-22, Alto Chapinero/ Tel 255-B742
Buenos Alres, Arg Centro { i 2054, (1431)/ Tel. 515567
Call, Colombia—Avenida 2 EN, #24N-39/ Tel 68-88-53
Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacién Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ Tel 782-1939
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ Tel, (B09) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.0. Box 3988/ Tel, 46441
Concepcién, Chile—Nonglen, 588/ Tel. 23150
Cordoba, Argentina—Montevideo 950, Paso de los Andes/ Tel. (051) 262229
Crabwood Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Essequibo Coast, Guyana—New N ipa Dham, Mai E i
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
G Apartado Postal 1534
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Ave 6 de Marzo #4313 y Rosendo Aviles/ Tel. 348697
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 {mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ Tel, 783556
Montevideo, Uruguay—Pabilo de Maria 1427
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Gumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA Mo. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)
Pereira, Colombla—Carrera 5a, #19-36
Rosario, Arg Centro Bhakti C 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—P.0. Box 4920/ Tel. 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—Centro Cultural govinda, 235 mirs. nore del Banco Anglo, San Pedro
(mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 34-1218
San El Salvad Avenida Uni ia 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: P.O. Box 1506)/ Tel. 25-96-17
Santiago, Chile—Manuel Carvalio 771, Nunca/ Tel, 392734
Santo D go, Domini Calle Cayetano Rod
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Fr Ave, L
FARM COMMUNITIES
Buenos Aires, Argentina (Bhaktilata Purl)—{contact Centro Bhaktivedanta, Buenos Aires)
Colombia {Nueva Mathura)—Cruzero del Guali, Municipio de Caloto, Valle del Cauca/ Tel. 612688 en Cali
(Nuevo {contact ISKCON Guayaqui
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
$Ban Jose, Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin Lancaster par
Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 51-6752
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitan, Dpto. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
G G Callejor a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Salola
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Manjari, Calle Potosi 1315, esq. Colén
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Nore 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Cafioto
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av, Argomosa (1° anilio), esq. Bolivar
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Westerners see India’s reverence for the cow
as superstition, but for those who appreciate her gifts,
the sacred cow is worthy of her name.

by KRSNA DHARMA DASA



PHOTO BY YAMARAJA DASA

oly cow! We have all
heard that expletive
enough times, but what on
earth is holy about the cow? I
~ remember some years ago my
mother was much maligning
- India for the “primitive and
superstitious” practice of cow
. worship. To a city boy whose
- only contact with cows was the
Sunday dinner, her criticism
seemed quite sensible.

In Vedic religion there is in
fact a ceremony—go-paja—
extant for thousands of years,
in which the cow is worshiped.
But just how primitive is it?

Is the cow some kind of
symbolic god?

For the Indian villager with
his agrarian life, the
conservation of natural
resources is an integral part of
daily existence. He is expert in
using nature’s gifts to
manufacture all his require-
ments, from his mud hut to his

Inset (from top): ISKCON pilgrims
outside a temple in Dvaraka, India;
New Govardhana farm, Murwillumbah,
N.SW., Australia; Gita-nagari farm,
Port Royal, Pennsylvania; a farmer in
West Bengal, India. (Photos by
Yamaraja dasa and Visakha-devi dast.)




homespun clothes. And protecting cows
has always been the most important fea-
ture of the village conservation program;
every homestead has at least one cow.

The cow and bull are indispensable in
rural India, where about eighty percent of
the population lives. The cow, eating only
grass, happily supplies milk, which pro-
vides virtually all of the nutrients our
bodies need. From milk we get cheese,
curd, butter, ghee (clarified butter), whey,
cream, yogurt, and an endless variety of
milk-based preparations well known to
experts in traditional Indian cookery. Be-
cause the cow supplies milk, she is ac-
cepted in the Vedas as our mother.

In India it is well known that cow dung
has antiseptic properties, and in any In-
dian village one will see cow-dung patties
drying in the sun to provide an excellent
fuel for cooking fires. The urine of the cow
is prescribed as a medicine for the liver by
the Ayur-veda, the Vedic scripture on the
science of healing.

The bull is also an invaluable asset to
the small farmer. The strong bull enjoys
working all day pulling a plow through
the fields. How quaint, you may say, but
not very efficient or practical these days.
Well, the use of the bull may be slower
than machinery, but it does not compact
the soil and reduce its productivity as does
heavy modern machinery. There are
other problems with machinery in India,
such as its inability to cope with seasonal
changes and monsoons. (Whatto speak of
the problems of finding spare parts or a
mechanic.) Because the bull provides for
food, he is considered our father.

In Vedic society it was recognized that
a symbiotic relationship exists between
man and cow. The cow produces far more
milk than her calf requires. If the calf is
allowed unrestricted access to the udder,
mastitis will develop, which could lead to
the cow’s death. When the cow is done
calving, she will peacefully continue to
produce milk. Of course, if she’s not
milked, she will feel pain.

People object now about the exploita-
tion of cows in dairies that are more like
factories. The calves are taken from their
mothers at birth, and the cows are slaugh-
tered when past milking age. This is not
the Vedic system, which demands that the
cow be as well looked after as most people
today look after their dogs. But are there
any practical examples of the Vedic sys-
tem in operation, where the cow is not
grossly exploited and made to sufferin ex-
change for her milk and flesh?

Of course, rural India is one good place
to look. Another example is the Interna-
tional Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON), among whose principles is
cow protection. Indeed, in the Bhagavad-
gita cow protection is given the status of a
religious principle. All ISKCON farms
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are dedicated to this important principle,
and the results can be seen. The cows are
happy and peaceful and produce abun-
dant, creamy milk. On ISKCON farms
(there are fifty worldwide), the cows and
bulls capture many prizes at local shows.

One of the main purposes of ISKCON
istoestablish self-sufficient farming com-
munities. The farming techniques em-
ployed are traditional and organic and as
far as possible avoid the use of modern
machinery. Men and animals work har-
moniously together to glean just enough
for survival, forgoing machines designed
to produce more for profit-making. The
Vedic tenet of ahimisa, or nonviolence
toward all living entities, is carefully ob-
served. Thus, of course, animal slaughter
of any kind is avoided, and even a plant’s
life is taken only to provide subsistence. If

C ow slaughter
just does not
make sense. Such
a useful creature is
being killed for her
flesh. It is like tak-
Ing an expensive
car and demolish-
ing it for its scrap
value. We value
our machines, but
can any machine
produce milk from
a little grass?

items cannot be indigenously produced
and need to be bought, excess milk can be
sold to provide the necessary money. Other-
wise, the milk is converted into long-
lasting ghee for future use or barter.

The cow is therefore the basis of the
Vedic economy and is accorded the high-
est possible regard. On the ISKCON
Hertfordshire farm, the grounds of the
United Kingdom’s main temple of Krsna,
ten cows are looked after by Du$yanta
dasa and three or four other groundsmen.

“A man can easily maintain himself
and his family with an acre or two and a
cow,” says Dusyanta. “This may sound
idealistic, but consider the immense
amount of land now given over to live-
stock for commercial farming. To pro-
duce one kilo of beef protein requires
twenty kilos of vegetable protein as feed.

We graze our cows, and each one needs
onlyoneacre. Anacreofland can produce
three hundred pounds of vegetable pro-
tein or twenty pounds of beef in an equal
amount of time. Every day our cows each
give an average of forty to fifty pints of
milk. To kill these cows for food would not
make economic sense.”

Srila Prabhupada was appalled by the
slaughter of thousands of cows every day
in the West. To him it just did not make
sense. Such a useful creature is being
killed for her flesh. It is like taking an ex-
pensive car and demolishing it for its
scrap value. We value our machines, but
can any machine produce milk from a lit-
tle grass?

Srila Prabhupada writes, “While living,
the cows give service by giving milk, and
even after death they give service by mak-
ing available their skin, hooves, and
horns, which may be used in so many
ways. Nonetheless, the present human so-
ciety is so ungrateful that they needlessly
kill these innocent cows.”

The Vedic literature tells how Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
takesthe role ofacowherd boy for His pas-
times. In fact, one of Krsna's names is
Govinda, meaning “one who gives plea-
suretothecows.” Five thousand yearsago,
Krsna appeared as the son of the leader of
acowherd community. Atthattime a man
was wealthy not if he had a pile of paper
money but according to the number of
cows and the amount of land he pos-
sessed. Krsna's community had hundreds
of thousands of cows. Thus the members
of the community are described as having
been very rich. They paid tax to the king
with ghee, cheese, and whole milk and
would also barter these products for cloth
and other items in the market.

The cow also appears in religious sym-
bolism in the Vedic literature. Religion is
symbolized by the form of a bull, known
as Dharma. In one well-known Vedic his-
tory, Dharma was attacked by Kali, the
personification of the bad qualities of this
age. Kali had broken three of Dharma’s
legs (symbolizing cleanliness, austerity,
and mercy) when the king arrived on the
scene. He was immediately ready to kill
Kali, who begged for his life. The king al-
lowed Kali to live in certain places only,
oneofthem beingwhereveranimal slaugh-
ter was taking place.

ISKCON farms are developing in most
countries, and they invite anyone to visit
and see the Vedic economic system in
practice. “Simple living and high think-
ing” is the underlying principle of
ISKCON farm life. A respect for all living
entities as part of God forms the basis for
a life very much in harmony with nature.
And for the cow, there will always be a
special regard, thanks to her free and
bountiful gifts. ' E3



Everylown

The worldwide activities of the International

College Preaching
Going Strong

Gainesyille, Florida—Students in
colleges and universities all over
North America are regularly
hearing about Krsna and receiving
His prasadam (spiritual food),
according to the second North
American College Newsletter,
published here recently by the
ISKCON College Committee. The
newsletter presents a summary of
college preaching during the fall of
1988.

Srila Prabhupada encouraged
his disciples to spread Krsna
consciousness among the student
community, and many devotees

have taken up the task. At some
colleges, devotees have held
programs for many years, and their
efforts are bearing fruit. Devotees
from ISKCON’s temple in San
Diego have been holding an
evening program once a week on
the campus of U.C. San Diego for
about seven years. Thirty to forty
students attend each week, and

several persons have become
devotees of Krsna as a result of the
program. At San Diego State
University, fifty to sixty students
attend a similar program weekly.
Rtadhvaja Swami runs the
college preaching program at the
University of Florida, Gainesville.
Amarendra dasa, now with the
ISKCON Office of Legal Affairs,
started the program sixteen years
ago, and it’s been going on ever
since. Devotees serve a thousand
plates of prasadam a week on the
campus plaza. A popular
University of Florida T-shirt
announces “cosmic lunches on the
Plaza of the Americas with the

In New York City, a university student receives a Back to Godhead magazine.

Krishnas” as a main motive to
attend U.F. The devotees recently
bought a nine-bedroom, five-bath
fraternity house, and they are
renting rooms—prasadam
included—to students. The renters
must also follow the regulative
principles (no meat-eating, no
illicit sex, no intoxication, and no
gambling).

espp elpaeweg

AndVillage

Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

M.LT, Penn State, Michigan
State, Windsor University, Boise
State, Louisiana State—students on
these campuses and many more are
getting a real education by
associating with the preachers of
Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana
movement.

Druze Eager for Srila
Prabhupada’s Books

Tel Aviv, Israel—Members of the
Druze sect, an Arab community
living in Syria, Lebanon, and Israel
that practices a special closed
religion of its own, are buying Srila
Prabhupada’s books in great
quantities. For the last thousand
years, the Druze have maintained
their close-knit identity and
distinctive faith. Their religious
system is guarded in secrecy, and
only a few elite members have
access to their ancient scriptures.
The Hare Krsna devotees in Israel
have discovered, however, that the
Druze believe in reincarnation and
are genuinely attracted to Srila
Prabhupada’s books.

Although the books are in
Hebrew, which most Druze don'’t
read, a team of six Israeli devotees
sells an average of twelve sets of
Srila Prabhupada’s books a day.
The sets consist of Bhagavad-gita As
It Is, Srimad-Bhagavatam (Vol. 1),
Krsna book, and two volumes of
Caitanya-caritamrta.

Salman Falah, the minister of
education for the Druze people in
Israel, recently bought a set of the
Hebrew books as well as a thirty-
volume English set. He is
developing a thesis that the Druze
religion came from Indian
scriptures. He ordered fifty Hebrew
sets of Srila Prabhupada’s books
for the institutions under his
supervision.

The late Druze leader and
Sanskrit scholar Kemal Jumbalat
translated some of the Vedic
literature into Arabic, and one of
his books was about Krsna.
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NEWS BRIEFS

In Cyprus, presidents Spyzon
Kypsianou and Yozpos Volsiliou,
as well as government ministers,
high-court judges, and other
famous Greek personalities, have
received Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Bhakta Thzasos Constantinon has
produced an audio tape of the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra and
other devotional songs that is being
being well received in the Cypriot
market.

Devotees in Malaysia put on six
Ratha-yatra festivals there last year,
during which they distributed
twelve thousand pieces of literature
about Krsna consciousness and
twenty thousand plates of
prasadam. ISKCON Malaysia has
one thousand life members, who
receive a full set of Srimad-
Bhagavatams, monthly Back to
Godhead magazines, and a local
newsletter.

The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
(BBT) announced a fifty-percent
increase in the number of big
books (hardbound, 250-plus pages)
distributed last year over the
previous year. There was a ten
percent increase in income. Owing
to a significant reduction in
operating costs, the BBT came
close to achieving the goal set by
Srila Prabhupada of spending fifty
percent for book production and
fifty percent for other projects. In
1988 forty-nine percent was spent
on book production, half of that for
reprinting,

The following books were
printed: Teachings of Queen Kuntr,
Teachings of Lord Kapila, Teachings
of Lord Caitanya, The Science of Self-
Realization, Bhagavad-gita As It Is
softbound, and a twelve-volume
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

West Australia’s largest
newspaper, The West Australian
(circulation 330,000), ran an
extensive article on the devotees
there. The article included an
interview with Prabhavisnu Swami,
ISKCON’s governing body
commissioner for Australia.
Another favorable article appeared
in Musical Express magazine,
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Every Town and Village

Festivals & Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiri-
tual calendar that divides the year into
twelve months, each named for a different
form of Krsna. The devotees at the Hare
Krsnacenter nearest youwill gladlytell you
more about the meaning of the festivals
listed here. i

Month of Trivikrama
(May 21-June 19)

June 1—Appearance anniversary of Srila
Vmdavana dasa Thakura, author of Sri
Caitanya-bhagavata, a famous biography
of Lord Caitanya.

June 13—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana, a famous
spiritual master in the Gaudiya Vaisnava
sampradéya (disciplic succession), and the
author of Govinda-bhasya, an important
commentary on the Viedanta-sitra. Appear-
ance anniversary of Srimati Gangamata
Gosvamini, afamous woman spiritual mas-
ter in the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.

June 15—Pandava Nirjala Ekadasi. Fast-
ing from grains and beans.

June 17—Srla Raghunatha dasa Go-
svamr's chipped-rice-and-yogurt festival
at Panihati.

June 19—Snana-yatra, the bathing festi-
val of Lord Jagannatha. Disappearance
anniversaries of Srila Mukunda Datta and
Srila Sridhara Pandita, two great devotees
of Lord Caitanya.

Month of Vamana
(June 20-July 18)

June 28—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of the principal
associates of Lord Caitanya.

June 29—Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

July 3—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of the prin-
cipal associates of Lord Caitanya. Also,
disappearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Fasting till noon,
then feasting.

July 4—Gundica-marjana. Festival of the
cleansing of the Gundica temple.

July 5—Lord Jagannatha's Ratha-yatrain
Puri, India. Also, disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Svaripa Damodara Gosvami
and Srila Sivananda Sena, intimate associ-
ates of Lord Caitanya.

July 14—Sayana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

praising Gopal’s vegetarian
restaurant. Columnist Michael
Dwyer wrote, “The Bhagavad-gita
teaches that vegetarianism is good
for your karma, your body, and
your consciousness. So before you
even consider the taste and the
value, there are three very good
reasons to try Gopal’s.”

RESOURCES

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring
the spiritual vision of Krsna into
your home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world. . . .
Attend classes given by Srila
Prabhupada himself. . . . Relish
the life story of Srila Prabhupada
in Your Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in %2-inch,
Ya-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00
(U.S) to ITV, P.O. Box 1015, Culver
City, California 90232, USA.

In Australasia, write to ITV, P.O.
Box 2329, Sydney, N.SW. 2001,
Australia.

ISKCON Education. There are
now two newsletters to help you
keep up with education in
ISKCON: ISKCON Gurukula
Newsletter (practical information
about teaching for schools,
teachers, and parents; three or four
issues a year), and ISKCON
Educational Journal (a forum for
exchange of ideas, opinions, and
news about education and
varasrama in ISKCON; two or
three issues a year). Subscribe to
either or both for $5.00 for four
issues. Write to the ISKCON Board
of Education, 3764 Watseka Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Have a computer and modem?

Log on to the ISKCON Education
BBS: (213) 837-9713. Daily: 6:00
PM. to 9:00 A M. Weekends: twenty-
four hours.

Note to Subscribers. Planning to
move? Let us know when and
where so we can keep your BACK TO
GODHEAD coming without a break.
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Sﬁmad—Bhégammm is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history. toexplain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
Conversation Between Manu and Kardama

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bha gavatam,
the sage Maitreya describes to Vidura, a great devoree of Lord Krsna, the arri-
val of Svayambhuva Manu at the hermitage of Kardama Muni.

TEXT 35
A TARR TH T WEREN: |
A T AFEER § F10 TR 1341

atha samprasthite sukle
kardamo bhagavan rsih
dste sma bindusarasi
tamn kalar pratipdlayan

atha—then; samprasthite Sukle—when the Lord had gone; kar-
damah—Kardama Muni; bhagavin—the greatly powerful; rsik —sage;
dste sma—stayed; bindu-sarasi—on the bank of Lake Bindu-sarovara:
tam—that; kdlam—time; pratipalayan—awaiting.

TRANSLATION
Then, after the departure of the Lord, the worshipful sage Kar-
dama stayed on the bank of Bindu-sarovara, awaiting the time of
which the Lord had spoken.

TEXT 36
g WA AAHEAIREEET |
W & gt T e 1381

manuh syandanam dsthaya
satak bh icchad

dropya svarm duhitararn
sa-bharyah paryatan mahim

m

manuh—Svayambhuva Manu; syandanam—the chariot; dsthdya—
having mounted; $atakaumbha—made of gold; paricchadam—the outer
cover; dropya—putting on; svdm —his own; duhitaram —daughter; sa-
bharyah—along with his wife; paryatan—traveling all over; mahim—
the globe.

TRANSLATION
Svayambhuva Manu, with his wife, mounted his chariot, which
was decorated with golden or ts. Placing his daughter on it

with them, he began traveling all over the earth.

PURPORT
The Emperor Manu, as the great ruler of the world, could have
engaged an agent to find a suitable husband for his daughter, but because
he loved her just as a father should, he himself left his state on a golden
chariot, with only his wife, to find her a suitable husband.

TEXT 37

TR G A AR |
STIRPMT g7 TREAE aq 13l

tasmin sudhanvann ahani
i 8 5 =

g yat
updyad dsrama-padar

muneh Santa-vratasya tat

=z

tasmin—on that; su-dhanvan—O great bowman Vidura; ahani—on
the day: bhagavan—the Lord; yat—which: samadisat—foretold:
upaydt—he reached; asrama-padam—the holy hermitage; muneh—of
the sage; santa—completed; vratasya—whose vows of austerity; tat—
that.

TRANSLATION

O Vidura, they reached the hermitage of the sage, who had just
completed his vows of austerity on the very day foretold by the
Lord.

TEXTS 38-39
T, AR AR |
T TAq@ qAstin 979 U3¢l
a8 fiega am avEen R |
o Remaee  wefinowteg 132l
yasmin bhagavato netran
nyapatann asru-bindavah

krpayé@ samparitasya
prapanne 'rpitayd bhriam

tad vai bindusaro ndma
sarasvatya pariplutam
punyari Sivamrta-jalam
maharsi-gana-sevitam

yasmin—in which; bhagavatah—of the Lord: netrat—from the eye;
nyapatan—fell down; asru-bindavah—teardrops; krpaya—by compas-
sion; samparitasya—who was overwhelmed; prapanne—on the surren-
dered soul (Kardama); arpitaya—placed upon; bhrsam—extremely;
tat—that: vai—indeed; bindu-sarah—lake of tears; ndma—called:
sarasvatyd—by the River Sarasvatl; pariplutam—overflowed; pun-
yam—holy; Siva—auspicious; amrta—nectar; jalam—water; mahd-
rsi—of great sages; gana—by hosts; sevitam—served.

TRANSLATION

The holy Lake Bindu-sarovara, flooded by the waters of the
River Sarasvati, was resorted to by hosts of eminent sages. Its holy
water was not only auspicious but as sweet as nectar. It was called
Bindu-sarovara because drops of tears had fallen there from the
eyes of the Lord, who was overwhelmed by extreme compassion
for the sage who had sought His protection.
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PURPORT

Kardama underwent austerities to gain the causeless mercy of the
Lord, and when the Lord arrived there He was so compassionate that in
pleasure He shed tears, which became Bindu-sarovara. Bindu-sarovara,
therefore, is worshiped by great sages and learned scholars because, ac-
cording to the philosophy of the Absolute Truth, the Lord and the tears
from His eyes are not different. Just as drops of perspiration which fell
from the toe of the Lord became the sacred Ganges, so teardrops from the
transcendental eyes of the Lord became Bindu-sarovara. Both are tran-
scendental entities and are worshiped by great sages and scholars. The
water of Bindu-sarovara is described here as sivamrta-jala. Siva means
**curing.”’ Anyone who drinks the water of Bindu-sarovara is cured of all
material diseases; similarly, anyone who takes his bath in the Ganges also
is relieved of all material diseases. These claims are accepted by great
scholars and authorities and are still being acted upon even in this fallen
age of Kali.

TEXT 40
UGHOIRS: TG |
TACTOTE  FAnreETy 1ol

punya-druma-lata-jalaih
kitjat-punya-mrga-dvijaih

sarvartu-phala-puspadhyarn
vana-rdji-sriyanvitam

punya—pious; druma—of trees; latd—of creepers; jalaih—with
clusters; kijat—uttering cries; punya—pious; mrga—animals; dvi-
jaih—with birds; sarva—in all; rtu—seasons; phala—in fruits;
puspa—in flowers; adhyam—rich; vana-raji—of groves of trees;
sriyd—by the beauty; anvitam—adorned.

TRANSLATION

The shore of the lake was surrounded by clusters of pious trees
and creepers, rich in fruits and flowers of all seasons, that afforded
shelter to pious animals and birds, which uttered various cries. It
was adorned by the beauty of groves of forest trees.

PURPORT

It is stated here that Bindu-sarovara was surrounded by pious trees
and birds. As there are different classes of men in human society, some
pious and virtuous and some impious and sinful, so also among trees and
birds there are the pious and the impious. Trees which do not bear nice
fruit or flowers are considered impious, and birds which are very nasty,
such as crows, are considered impious. In the land surrounding Bindu-
sarovara there was not a single impious bird or tree. Every tree bore
fruits and flowers, and every bird sang the glories of the Lord —Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rima, Hare Rima,
Rima Rima, Hare Hare.

TEXT 41
TGOS AR |
AR ETAaRtEey 118

matta-dvija-ganair ghustar
matta-bhramara-vibhramam

matta-barhi-natatopam
dhvayan-matta-kokilam

matta—overjoyed; dvija—of birds; ganaih—by flocks; ghustam —re-
sounded; matta—intoxicated; bhramara—of bees; vibhramam—wan-
dering; matta—maddened; barhi—of peacocks; nata—of dancers;
dtopam—pride; dhvayat—calling one another; matta—merry; koki-
lam— cuckoos.

TRANSLATION
The area resounded with the notes of overjoyed birds. Intoxi-
cated bees wandered there, intoxicated p ks proudly d d,

and merry cuckoos called one another.
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PURPORT

The beauty of the pleasant sounds heard in the area surrounding Lake
Bindu-sarovara is described here. After drinking honey, the black bees
became maddened, and they hummed in intoxication. Merry peacocks
danced just like actors and actresses, and merry cuckoos called their
mates very nicely.

TEXTS 42-43

FEATENEREATOET: |
15tz QU Rl

TRED:  gRE: glerEe |

ATAAFTEN  TRAAEY A 131

[y Al g Lcal
karanija-bakuldsanaih

Lunda dara-k J;ﬂ;é

ciita-potair alankrtam

karandavaih plavair harmsath
kurarair jala-kukkutaih

sarasais cakravakais ca
cakorair valgu kajitam

kadamba— kadamba flowers; campaka—campaka flowers; asoka—
asoka flowers: karanja—karanija flowers: bakula—bakula flowers;
dsanaih—by asana trees; kunda—kunda; mandara—mandara; kuta-
jaith—and by kutaja trees: cita-potaith—by young mango trees;
alankrtam—adorned; karandavaih—by kdrandava ducks; plavaih—by
plavas; hamsaih—by swans; kuraraih—by ospreys: jala-kukkutaih—by
waterfowl; sdrasaih—by cranes; cakravakaih—by cakravaka birds;
ca—and; cakoraih—by cakora birds; valgu—pleasing; kajitam —vibra-
tion of birds’ sounds.

TRANSLATION

Lake Bindu-sarovara was adorned by flowering trees such as
kadamba, campaka, asoka, karaiija, bakula, &sana, kunda, man-
dira, kutaja and young mango trees. The air was filled with the
pleasing notes of karandava ducks, plavas, swans, ospreys, water-
fowl, cranes, cakravakas and cakoras.

PURPORT

For most of the trees, flowers, fruits and birds mentioned here as sur-
rounding Bindu-sarovara Lake, English synonyms cannot be found. All
the trees mentioned are very pious in that they produce a nice aromatic
flower, such as the campaka, kadamba and bakula. The sweet sounds of
waterfowl and cranes made the surrounding area as pleasant as possible
and created a very suitable spiritual atmosphere.

TEXT 44
Th ot Fe: AREaEEs: |
MgdtifmaAgenREe 1981l

tathaiva harinaih krodaih
svavid-gavaya-kunjaraih

gopucchair haribhir markair
nakulair nabhibhir vrtam

tatha eva—likewise; harinaih—by deer; krodaih—by boars; svavit—
porcupines; gavaya—a wild animal closely resembling the cow;
kunjaraih—by elephants; gopucchaih—by baboons; haribhih—by
lions; markaih—by monkeys; nakulaih—by mongooses; nabhibhih—by
musk deer; vrtam—surrounded.

TRANSLATION

Its shores abounded with deer, boars, porcupines, gavayas,
elephants, baboons, lions, monkeys, mongooses and musk deer.

PURPORT
Musk deer are not found in every forest, but only in places like Bindu-
sarovara. They are always intoxicated by the aroma of musk secreted
from their navels. Gavayas, the species of cow mentioned herein, bear a



bunch of hair at the end of their tails. This bunch of hair is used in tem-
ple worship to fan the Deities. Gavayas are sometimes called camaris,
and they are considered very sacred. In India there are still gypsies or
forest mercantile people who flourish by trading kastiri, or musk, and
the bunches of hair from the camaris. These are always in great demand
for the higher classes of Hindu population, and such business still goes
on in large cities and villages in India.
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pravisya tat tirtha-varam
adi-rajah sahatmajah

dadaria munim dsinam
tasmin huta-hutdsanam

vidyotamanan vapusé
tapasy ugra-yuja ciram

ndtiksimarh bhagavatah
snigdhapangavalokanat

tad-vydahrtamria-kala-
piyisa-sravanena ca

pramsur padma-palasaksari
Jjatilam cira-vasasam

upasamsritya malinarm
yathdrhanam asariskrtam

pravisya—entering; tat—that; tirtha-varam—best of sacred places:
adi-rajah—the first monarch (Sviayambhuva Manu); saha-dtmajah—
along with his daughter; dadarsa—saw; munim—the sage: dasinam—
sitting; fasmin—in the hermitage; huta—being offered oblations: huta-
asanam —the sacred fire; vidyotamdnam —shining brilliantly: vapusa—
by his body; tapasi—in penance; ugra—terribly; yujd—engaged in
yoga; ciram—for a long time; na—not; atiksamam —very emaciated:
bhagavatah—of the Lord; snigdha—affectionate; apariga—sidelong;
avalokanat—from the glance; tat—of Him; vyahrta—from the words;
amria-kald—moonlike; piyasa—the nectar; sravanena—by hearing;
ca—and; pramsum—tall; padma—lotus flower; paldsa—petal; ak-
sam—eyes; jafilam—matted locks; cira-vasasam—having rags for
clothes; upasarisritya—having approached; malinam—soiled: yatha—
like: arhanam—gem; asarskrtam —unpolished.

TRANSLATION

Entering that most sacred spot with his daughter and going near
the sage, the first monarch, Sviyambhuva Manu, saw the sage sit-
ting in his hermitage, having just propitiated the sacred fire by
pouring oblations into it. His body shone most brilliantly; though
he had engaged in austere penance for a long time, he was not
emaciated, for the Lord had cast His affectionate sidelong glance
upon him and he had also heard the nectar flowing from the
moonlike words of the Lord. The sage was tall, his eyes were large,
like the petals of a lotus, and he had matted locks on his head. He
was clad in rags. Svayambhuya Manu approached and saw him to be
somewhat soiled, like an unpolished gem.

PURPORT

Here are some descriptions of a brahmacari-yogi. In the morning, the
first duty of a brahmacari seeking spiritual elevation is huta-hutdsana,
to offer sacrifical oblations to the Supreme Lord. Those engaged in
brahmacarya cannot sleep until seven or nine o’clock in the morning.
They must rise early in the morning, at least one and a half hours before
the sun rises, and offer oblations, or in this age. they must chant the holy
name of the Lord, Hare Krsna. As referred to by Lord Caitanya, kalau

nasty eva ndsty eva ndsty eva gatir anyathd: there is no other alterna-
tive, no other alternative, no other alternative, in this age, to chanting
the holy name of the Lord. The brahmacari must rise early in the morn-
ing and, after placing himself. should chant the holy name of the Lord.
From the very features of the sage, it appeared that he had undergone
great austerities: that is the sign of one observing brahmacarya, the vow
of celibacy. If one lives otherwise, it will be manifest in the lust visible in
his face and body. The word vidyotamanam indicates that the
brahmacdri feature showed in his body. That is the certificate that one
has undergone great austerity in yoga. A drunkard or smoker or sex-
monger can never be eligible to practice yoga. Generally yogis look very
skinny because of their not being comfortably situated. but Kardama
Muni was not emaciated. for he had seen the Supreme Personality of
Godhead face to face. Here the word snigdhdapdngavalokanat means that
he was fortunate enough to see the Supreme Lord face to face. He looked
healthy because he had directly received the nectarean sound vibrations
from the lotus lips of the Personality of Godhead. Similarly, one who
hears the transcendental sound vibration of the holy name of the Lord,
Hare Krsna. also improves in health. We have actually seen that many
brahmacaris and grhasthas connected with the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness have improved in health. and a luster has come to
their faces. It is essential that a brahmacdri engaged in spiritual advance-
ment look very healthy and lustrous. The comparison of the sage to an
unpolished gem is very appropriate. Even if a gem just taken from a
mine looks unpolished. the luster of the gem cannot be stopped.
Similarly, although Kardama was not properly dressed and his body was
not properly cleansed. his overall appearance was gemlike.

TEXT 48
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athotajam upaydatar
nrdevar pranatam purah
saparyayd paryagrhndt
pratinandydnuripayd

atha—then; utajam—the hermitage: updydtam—approached: nrde-
vam—the monarch: pranatam—bowed down: purah—in front:
saparyayd—with honor: paryagrhnat—received him: pratinandya—
greeting him: anuripayd—befitting the King's position.

TRANSLATION

Seeing that the monarch had come to his hermitage and was
bowing before him, the sage greeted him with benediction and
received him with due honor.

PURPORT
Emperor Sviyambhuva Manu not only approached the cottage of dried
leaves possessed by the hermit Kardama but also offered respectful obei-
sances unto him. Similarly, it was the duty of the hermit to offer bless-
ings to kings who used to approach his hermitage in the jungle.

TEXT 49
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grhitdarhanam asinam
saryatar prinayan munih
smaran bhagavad-adesam
ity aha slaksnaya gira
grhita—received; arhanam—honor; dsinam—seated; sarmyatam—
remained silent; prinayan—delighting: munih—the sage; smaran—

remembering: bhagavat—of the Lord: ddesam—the order; iti—thus;
dha—spoke: §laksnaya—sweet; gira—with a voice.

TRANSLATION

After receiving the sage's attention, the King sat down and was
silent. Recalling the instructions of the Lord, Kardama then spoke
to the King as follows, delighting him with his sweet accents.

(continued in next issue)

BACKTO GODHEAD



1§ HHH

Spiritual Places

Seeds For
The SimpleLife

On a small island in the Indian Ocean, these devotees
are living as Krsna did, and with Krsna on their minds.

Text and photos by INDRADYUMNA SWAMI
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As our plane circles over the sea pre-
paring to land, my eye catches the
glimmeringisle of Mauritius, resplendent
against the deep-blue water of the Indian
Ocean. I think how appropriately sailors
of yore called this tropical paradise “the
star of the Indian Ocean.” Mark Twain,
upon visiting Mauritius for the first time,
said, “First God saw Mauritius, then He
created heaven.” Charles Darwin came
here, too, looking for answers to the se-
crets of life. His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada came
here in September of 1975 to give the peo-
ple of this tiny island the answers to those
very questions.

As our 747 jumbo jet lumbers onto the
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airfield, I see my Godbrothers and God-
sisters atop the visitors’ gallery in the air-
port terminal awaiting my arrival. As we
taxi closer, I notice my old friend Srini-
ketana dasa, who came to Mauritius with
a few devotees just before Srila Prabhu-
pada’s visit.

I go to the line for customs and immi-
gration, but a young customs officer ap-
proaches me and says politely, “Please
step this way to the VIP hall.” Within
minutes I've cleared all formalities and
am riding in a car to the temple with
Sriniketana dasa.

“What was that VIP treatment all
about?” I ask.

“It's only natural,” Sriniketana replies,

Chanting the holy names of Krsna,
the devotees bring life to Port Louis
(left), the capital of Mauritius.
Below, the presiding Deities at the
Mauritius farm, $rf Sri Radha-
Gokulananda. Bottom, the devotees
chant on their beads as temple
president Sriniketana dasa leads
them on a moring walk.

smiling. “Our movement is well known
and popular here.”

As we drive along, I'm immediately
struck by the endless fields of sugarcane. I
ask Sriniketana if we also grow sugarcane
at our ISKCON farm on the island.

“No,” he says, laughing. “When Srila
Prabhupada visited here he encouraged
us to live simply, set a good example, and
become self-sufficient. When people came
to visit Srila Prabhupada, he told them, ‘I
see that on this island of Mauritius you
have enough land to produce all yourown
food grains. ButI understand that instead
of growing food grains, you are growing
sugarcane for export. Why? You are de-
pendent on food grains, like rice, wheat,
and dal, so why make an attempt to accu-
mulate money instead of growing suffi-
cient food? First grow your own eatables.
Then if there is time and your population
has sufficient food grains, you can try to
grow other things for export. The first
necessity is that you should be self-
sufficient. That is God’s arrangement.”

After a scenic one-hour drive, we turn
onto Hare Krishna Road and drive pasta
sign that reads “ISKCON Vedic Farm.”

“These five acres were donated to our
Society in 1980 by our life member and
friend Mr. Gowtam Teelock in the name
of his father, Mr. Ramesvar Teelock,”
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A stunning temple for Sri
i Radha-Gokulananda

ide. At

right, devotees check the
bio-gas tank, which uses
cow dung to produce
methane gas for cooking.

Sriniketana says. As my eye catches the
construction of what is soon to become a
magnificent temple, he smiles and says,
“But in the beginning, there was only a
stone building with a few iron sheets on
top.”

I'soon realize that our ISKCON farm is
in fact the heaven Mark Twain must have
been aspiring for. Over the years, the devo-
tees, acting on Srila Prabhupada’s in-
structions, have planted numerous fruit
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trees, vegetables, spices, and grains. The
orchard is full of tropical fruits: mangoes,
litchis, mandarins, oranges, grapefruit,
papayas, passion fruit, jackfruit, guavas,
and custard apples. Banana trees are in
abundance.

“The soil is so rich here,” says Srini-
ketana, “thatifyou throwa mangoseedon
the ground, a few years later you'll have a
mango tree.”

“Over here we have many coconut
trees,” he continues, pointing to a large co-
conut grove. “They provide many of our

The architect for Krsna’s temple,
Arjuna dasa (bel stands with his
wife and their newborn child outside
the house Arjuna built himself. Be-
low, left, in a nearby town a devotee
distributes literature about Krsna.

necessities. No part of the tree is wasted.
When the coconut is green, we drink the
water inside and eat the pulp. It's very
healthful. We dry the fiber of the shell and
use it for polishing our floors and making
brushes. We use the leaves for brooms,
and when the tree is old, we use the trunk
for firewood.”

We get out of the car and walk past the
gosala, the area where the cows are kept.
Sriniketana remarks, “We just got word
today that we received first prize from the
minister of agriculture for our cow-
keeping. Our cows are the healthiest and
happiest on the island. They sense they
won’t be killed. Cow protection is vital to
the material and spiritual welfare of so-
ciety. Our cows give milk, and our oxen
pull the plows in the fields. Life here is
much like it was when Krsna was present
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in Vrndavana thousands of years ago. We
take care of the cows, chant Hare Krsna,
and worship our Deities, Sri Sri Radha-
Gokulananda.”

Iremark howmuch service the devotees
are doing here.

“Yes, that’s true,” Sriniketana says.
“Theywork hard,butbecauselife’ssimple
here, there’s enough time to hear and
chant about Krsna.”

Sriniketana continues, “This bio-gas
unit supplies all the natural methane gas
we use in cooking for the entire commu-
nity. We take the dung of our cows, and by
mixingitwith water in a special processin
the unit, gas is generated. We use the resi-
due from that process for fertilizer.”

Walking by the temple, he says, “Of the
seventy devotees living on the island,
thirty-five live here on the farm, and most

Eager for the prize (above),
a cow goes after a papaya
offered by her affectionate
keeper. At right, a few

of the cowherds outside
the gosala—"the place
where cows are protected.”

of them work on the construction of the
temple. The temple was designed by our
devotee architect, Arjuna dasa, who comes
from a prominent Franco-Mauritian
family. We hope to finish the temple
within two years.”

After settling in, we visit Arjuna’s
thatched-roof house for lunch. Arjuna
built the small house for his young family
and used the leaves from sugarcane fields
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to thatch the roof.

“We follow Srila Prabhupada’s motto
here,” says Arjuna, “ ‘Simple living and
high thinking."Modern civilizationiskill-
ing people’s spirit and good qualities by
encouraging them to pursue materialistic
goals. People become entangled in the
false pursuit of material enjoyment and
forget the real purpose of life, Krsna con-
sciousness. Here we live simply and de-
pend on Krsna, who kindly provides us
with all the necessities of life. And we offer
Krsna the very best we have. Just like the
temple we're building here—already it’s
attractinglocal villagers and tourists from
all over the island.”

“As I mentioned earlier,” says Srini-
ketana, “we are well known here. A few
years ago we walked to every village on the
island with a group of about twenty devo-




Living the natural way
(above), the devotees
on the Mauritian
farm strive toward
self-sufficiency by
working the rich
earth. At left, in one
of the huts the
brahmacaris (celibate
students) live in,
devotees take a break
to read Bhagavad-gita
As It Is.

tees, chanting Hare Krsna and distribut-
ingprasadam [food offered to Krsna]. And
even today, we are a familiar sight in the
cities and towns, chanting Hare Krsna
and distributing our books. We recently
acquired another piece of land, on the
other side of the island, near our preach-
ing center in Quatre Borne. We want to
build a temple there, too.”

From the airplane, Mauritius seemed
small, a tiny island in the vast ocean. But
soon I begin to realize that it could easily
contain the spiritual world of Krsna con-

-sciousness. I take rest for the night think-

ingof my preachingtouron “thestarofthe
Indian Ocean,” where Srila Prabhupada
sowed the seeds of simple living, high
thinking, and beautiful temples to glorify
the Lord. £3
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Water the Root

(continued from page 15)

came to deliver people from their suffer-
ing. Therefore, He advised that everyone
should make hislife perfect by awakening
his Krsna consciousness and then give
Krsna consciousness to others. Although
people today, who pride themselves on
being “rational,” might not be able to
appreciate that spreading Krsna con-
sciousness is the highest welfare work,
Krsnadasa Kaviraja, the author of Cai-
tanya-caritamrta, a famous biography of
Lord Caitanya, says, “If you are indeed
interested in logic and argument, kindly
apply it to the mercy of Sri Caitanya

Mahaprabhu. If you do so, you will find it
to be strikingly wonderful.” There is no
better way to serve humanity than to bring
people to the service of Krsna.

And what a rare opportunity that serv-
ice is! While devotional service is every-
one’s business in the kingdom of God, it’s
very hard to come by in this underworld of
birth and death. “After many births and
deaths,” Krsna declares in the Bhagavad-
gita, “he whois actually in knowledge sur-
renders unto Me, knowing Me to be the
cause of all causes and all that is. Such a
great soul is very rare.” If we seek out and
serve such a great soul, Krsna advises, we
can very easily “learn the truth” and re-
turn to Him.

So when we hear that we're servants of
God, we shouldn’t be disappointed; we
should be delighted. We should be all we
can be, as the saying goes, by understand-
ing the exalted position of Lord Krsna's
servants and striving to become one of
them.

Srila Ripa Gosvami, a leading disciple
of Lord Caitanya’s, has described what’s
required to attain pure devotional service
to Krsna: “Pure devotional service in
Krsna consciousness cannot be had even
by pious activity in hundreds and thou-
sands of lives. It can be attained only by
paying one price—thatis, intense greed to
obtain it If it is available somewhere, one
must purchase it without delay.” 3¢

In the Center

(continued from page 4)

this way if we analyze our senses, it will be
found that they are imperfect. Specula-
tion based on imperfect senses is not per-
fect. Therefore all the speculators—
so-called scientists, philosophers, and so
on—put forward theories: “Perhaps.” “It
may be.” That means it is not perfect
knowledge. But if you receive knowledge

from the supreme perfect, God, that is ac-
tually perfect.

Our process is like that. In the Fourth
Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna says
He spoke this philosophy of Bhagavad-
gita first to the sun-god, who spoke it
to his son Manu, who spoke to his son
lksvaku. In this way, by disciplic succes-
sion, Bhagavad-gitd has come down to this
earth. If we accept that disciplic succession,
instead of unnecessarily interpreting
Krsna's words, then we can understand

Bhagavad-gita. That is the process.

Our Krsna consciousness movement is
for understanding the Supreme Person,
Krsna, as He is, without any interpreta-
tion. That is Krsna consciousness yoga.
Thatcanbeachieved. as Krsna says, by al-
ways keeping Him in the center. If you
practice this yoga, keeping Krsna in the
center and always thinking of the form of
Krsna,then Krsna will berevealed. Thisis
the yoga system of Krsna consciousness.

Thank you very much.

NOTES

(continued from page 36)

being can develop his dormant love of
God and become learned in the science of
God.

In reviewing the differences between
devotional and philosophical theism,

Macquarrie shows them to be in tension
and expresses the need for their synthesis:

Perhaps there will always be a tension be-
tween images of God and concepts of God,
between religious or biblical or revealed the-
ology and philosophical or natural theology,
and perhaps different types of mind will al-
ways lean toward the one side or the other,
but we would make a mistake if we tried to

climinate either one of them. They belong
dialectically together within theological re-
flection on God.

This desired union hasbeen given to all
humanity by Lord Caitanya, in the com-
patible practices of chanting, dancing,
feasting, and studying the philosophy of
acintya-bhedabheda-tattva.—SDG

We welcome your letters. Write to
BACK TO GODHEAD

41 West Allens Lane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119

The tone of BTG is a problem that
should be investigated. You are now pub-
lishing a magazine with clearly different
voices that can range from folksy to
aggressive, scholarly to pedestrian. It is
not a good publishing practice.

Bhakta Nicholas Parkhurst
Boston, Massachusetts

* * *

Back to Godhead could be improved by
allowing individual style to survive your
editors. It often seems that every article
was written by the same person.

Urmila-devi dasi
Detroit, Michigan
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Back to Godhead is a brilliant magazine,
and justby readingit, I feel inspired in my
own spiritual life. The articles are full of
real spiritual knowledge. I also very much
enjoy the articles “Coming to Krsna,” tell-
ing how people have come to Krsna con-
sciousness. It’s nice, too, when you show
Hare Krsna centers from around the
world.

Priya Sihra
Gillingham, England

* * *

Who authorizes the mundane articles
in BTG, like the photo article of people
gambling, smoking, and drinking? I'm

shocked. You give six pages to these sinful
photographs and two or three inches of
Srimad-Bhagavatam purports to go with
them. What do you think people will re-
member—the pictures or the writing?
Photos of sinful activities encourage more
sin, no matter what you write.
Vivasvan dasa
Gainesville, Florida

* * *

Visakha-devi dast's photo articles are
always one of my favorite features of BTG.
I strongly disagree that they are mundane!
With the nice quotes from Prabhupada’s
books, they become great preaching tools,
helpingus see Krsnaeverywhere, and they
also show us Prabhupada’s view of the
slaughterhouse civilization of the West. I
really think Prabhupada would approve
of her work.

Bob Roberts
Union Lake, Michigan E3



SRILA PRABHU.

PADA SPEAKS OUT

The Demoniac Mentality

This is the continuation of a conversation
between His Divine Grace A. C. Bhakii-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of
his disciples in New Vrindaban, West Vir-
ginia, on June 26, 1976.

Srila Prabhupada [to disciple]: Go on
reading.
Disciple [reading Bhagavad-gita 16.10]:
Kamam asritya duspiaram dambha-
mana-madanvitah/ mohad grhitvasad-
grahan pravartante Suci-vratah: “Taking
shelter of insatiable lust and absorbed
in the conceit of pride and false pres-
tige, the demoniac, thus illusioned, are
always sworn to unclean work, at-
tracted by the impermanent.”
Purport, by Srila Prabhupada: “The
demoniac mentality is described here.
The demons have no satiation for their
lust. They will go on increasing and in-
creasing their insatiable desires for
material enjoyment. Although they are
always full of anxieties on account of
accepting nonpermanent things, they
still continue to engage in such ac-
tivities out of illusion. They have no
knowledge and cannot tell that they
are heading the wrong way. Accepting
nonpermanent things, such demoniac
people create their own God, create
their own hymns, and chant accord-
ingly. The result is that they become
more and more attracted to two
things—sex enjoymentand accumula-
tion of material wealth. The word
asuci-vratah, ‘unclean vows,’is very sig-
nificant in this connection. Such de-
moniac people are attracted only by
wine, women, and meat-eating; those
aretheirasuci, unclean habits. Induced
by pride and false prestige, they create
some principles of religion which are
not approved by the Vedic injunctions.
Although such demoniac people are
most abominable in the world, by arti-
ficial means the world creates a false
honor for them. Although they are
gliding toward hell, they consider
themselves very much advanced.”
Srila Prabhupada: There are so many
religious systems—"“Yes, you can do
whatever you like; you can eat what-
ever you like"—and still it is consid-
ered religion. This is demoniac. This
will be explained further, hm? Pra-
vritim ca nivrttih ca jand na vidur
asurdh: “The demoniac do not know
what to do and what not to do.” Why?

Because they do not take any standard
idea. They manufacture theirownideas.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, in the
Catholic Church, the early fathers up-
held the principle of no flesh-eating.
That's part of the historical record. In
time, though, the leaders became lax
and changed the restriction to no flesh-
eating on Fridays. Within our lifetime,
they've changed their standard again.
Disciple 2: They've changed so many
things. When I was a boy, no one would
have dreamed of defending homosexu-
ality or abortion. Such things were ut-
terly condemned. Now even some
priests and nuns are openly promoting
these things. The Church haslostmuch
of its austerity and spiritual strength.
Srila Prabhupada: That is why they are
selling churches. So many people are
losing interest. For example, in Lon-
don there are so many churches closed
for lack of interest.

Disciple: Reportedly, on account of the
Pope’s taking such a firm stand against
abortion and contraception, as many
as one quarter of practicing Catholics
may have reduced their practice—or
may have left the Church entirely.
Srila Prabhupada: Where have they
gone? [Laughter]

Disciple: Well, they have given up
going to church, at least.

Disciple 2: Their life has become
hopeless.

Srila Prabhupada: No. Why do you say
“hopeless™ There is certainly hope:

there is Krsna consciousness.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, this verse
really captures today’s situation. The
asuci-vratah—those who have made an
unclean, materialistic vow—receive
much respect. And yet genuine devo-
tees of the Lord receive little, if any.
Srila Prabhupada: It is very fortunate
that the materialists are not crucifying
devotees. Lack of respect is one thing.
But they crucified Lord Jesus Christ—
they were so respectful. Because he was
preaching God consciousness, he was
crucified. What was his fault? He was
talking of God; therefore he was cruci-
fied, with government approval.

Srimad-Bhagavatam predicts, dasyu-
dharmabhih: as this age progresses, the
governmentitself will consist of rogues
and thieves. And just as rogues and
thieves take your property away by
force, so the government will take your
property away by excessive taxation.
Already, so many innocent people are
being harassed.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, if we all
naturally desire to live, why do people
perform so many horrible acts that will
destroy both others and themselves?
Srila Prabhupada: They are thinking
that they can go on existing by putting
others out of existence. In this material
world, everyone hasto struggle forexis-
tence. But they do not know how to
exist. That is their foolishness. Every-
one wants to go onexisting, because ac-
tually he is eternal. He doesn’t want to
be destroyed. That is his natural incli-
nation. Buthe does not know how to go
on existing eternally. So we are giving
the formula: if you want to exist eter-
nally, come to Krsna consciousness.
We are giving the right information.
Butpeople wantto go on existingin the
wrong way. That is not possible.
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, why does
a demoniac person seem to want to
existby putting others out of existence?
Srila Prabhupada: That is simply the
demoniac mentality. They are happy
when others are unhappy. And when
others are happy, they are unhappy.

But the devotee of the Lord is para-
duhkha-duhkhi—he’s happy only in
seeing the happiness of others, and
unhappy only in seeing the unhappi-
ness of others. That is Krsna con-
sciousness. That is natural.

(To be continued.)
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Bhakti-vedanta: The Union of Religion and Philosophy

e often gain a new appreciation

for Krsna consciousness by
observing someone trying to
understand—independently of Vedic
knowledge—a concept that is perfectly
expressed in Vedic literature. I found
this recently, while reading a book on
theology, In Search of Deity: An Essay in
Dialectical Theism, by John Macquarrie.
Macquarrie was discussing the ten-
dency for the religious and philosophi-
cal forms of theism to come into
conflict:

Although the strongly personalist and
even anthropomorphic language serves to
keep before the worshiper that sense of
affinity with the Divine Being which we
have seen to be essential to belief in God
and which is the business of religion to
encourage and enhance, reflective
members of the religious community have
looked for ways of expressing theism that
would be more satisfying intellectually. In
general, they have tried to move away
from images to concepts and to express
theism as a philosophical doctrine.

But as Macquarrie points out, “It is
not easy to see how the religious and
philosophical forms of theism can be
integrated. . . . Attempts to prove the
divine existence may only sow doubts
rather than provide certitude. The
whole enterprise may seem to have
become a theoretical matter and to be
cut off from the practical business of
living. . . .”

While reading this I thought how well
the integration of devotion and intellect
has been achieved in Krsna conscious-
ness. Srila Prabhupada was well aware
of the possible dilemma. He used to say,
“Philosophy without religion is dry
mental speculation. And religion with-
out philosophy is sentimentality or
fanaticism.” The synthesis is revealed in
the very name bestowed on the Krsna
consciousness movement’s founder-
dacarva—"Bhaktivedanta.”

Bhatkiti is the religion of divine ecstasy
and emotional love of God. The
Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.3.24) states,
“Certainly that heart is steel-framed
which, in spite of one’s chanting the
holy name of the Lord with concen-
tration, does not change when ecstasy
takes place, tears fill the eyes, and the
hairs stand on end.” In the Caitanya-
caritamrta (Adi 7.88-90), Krsnadasa
Kaviraja relates how Lord Caitanya was
instructed about ecstasy by His spiritual
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master, [$vara Puri. I§vara Puri said,
“When one actually develops love of
Godhead, he naturally sometimes cries,
sometimes laughs, sometimes chants,
and sometimes runs here and there just
like a madman. . . . These are various
natural symptoms of ecstatic love of
Godhead, which cause a devotee to
dance and float in an ocean of tran-
scendental bliss while chanting the
Hare Krsna mantra.”

The object of a devotee’s bliss is Lord
Krsna Himself, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. Through bhakti a
devotee enters into a personal, living
relationship with Krsna, either as a
servant, friend, parent, or lover. And
even in the beginning stages, the
devotee is able to see God personally in
His Deity form within the temple.

Some people misunderstand the
symptoms of advanced devotees to be
sentimental displays. There is also a
class of sentimental devotees, known as
sahajiyas, who take everything very
cheaply and never wish to study the
philosophy of Vedanta-sitra and the
Puranas. Their sentimental version of
bhakti, however, is not the real thing.
Srila Prabhupada writes:

Thus it is to be understood that a
Vaisnava should be completely conversant
with Vedanta philosophy, yet he should
not think that studying Vedanta is all in
all and therefore be unattached to the
chanting of the holy name. A devotee
must know the importance of
simultaneously understanding Vedanta
philosophy and chanting the holy names.

“Vedanta” refers to knowledge of the
Absolute Truth gained by philosophical
discussion, as contained in the scripture
Vedanta-siatra. There is no shortage of
philosophical inquiry in the Vaisnava
sampradayas. The great philosophers
such as Madhva and Ramanuja, as well
as Lord Caitanya and His disciples
such as Jiva Gosvami, Rapa Gosvami,
and Sanatana Gosvami, testified to this.
Any serious student of religion and
philosophy who studies these great
masters cannot come away with the
opinion that there is a lack of intel-
lectual conceptualization among the
genuine Vaisnavas.

But this intellectualism is never dry
or speculative, nor does it lead to an
impersonal conclusion. It is based on
the truth given in the Vedas by the

original philosopher-saints, especially
Srila Vyasadeva, the literary incar-
nation of God, who compiled all

the Fedas. Vaisnava theology is never
one man’s speculation but the
expansion of an unbroken disciplic
succession.

The philosophy of Krsna conscious-
ness expressed by Lord Caitanya
is the culmination and synthesis of
centuries of Vaisnava thought. His
teachings are called acintva-bhedabheda-
taitva, “the simultaneous and in-
conceivable oneness and difference
of God and His energies.” Previous
Vedic philosophers often debated
whether the Absolute Truth is an
impersonal concept or the Supreme
Person. According to the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the Absolute Truth can be
considered in any one of three aspects:
the impersonal energy, the localized
form of God in the heart, and the
Supreme Personality of Godhead
(Sri Krsna).

Lord Caitanya acknowledged both
the personal and the impersonal.
Drawing from the Vedic scriptures as
evidence, He taught that God is a
completely transcendental being, but
since all the material worlds are His
energy, He is also immanent within the
worlds. A lover of God can therefore
sense His full presence even in the
smallest atom of existence, while at the
same time worshiping God in His tran-
scendental form in the spiritual world.
This realization is inconceivable to an
ordinary person but can be understood
through bhakti, or devotion. Thus the
philosophy of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva
unites the philosopher’s search for the
perfect theology with the pure devotee’s
desire to approach God in an ecstatic
union of love.

Those who seriously take to Krsna
consciousness prepare themselves by
simultaneously following the paths of
bhakti and Vedanta. The ordinary
devotee cannot imitate the display of
ecstatic emotion of the advanced
devotee, and neither can most of us
expect to master the dialectics of
Vedanta on a par with Madhvacarya
and other intellectual giants.
Nevertheless, by reading the
Bhaktivedanta purports and by
chanting Hare Krsna (alone and in the
company of devotees), any human

(continued on page 34)
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