: ~ Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness.
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His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK TO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the
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members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

To erect for the members and for society at large
a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

With a view toward achieving the aforementioned
purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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LOVE AND
ITS REFLECTION

The loving affairs of Radha and Krsna are on the highest spiritual platform.
Our attempts to imitate them are on the lowest material one.

A lecture in Mayapur, India, on March 29, 1975

by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

radha-krsna-pranaya-vikrtir hladint
Saktir asmad
ekatmanav api bhuvi pura deha-
bhedarn gatau tau
caitanyakhyam prakatam adhuna tad-
dvayam caikyam aptam
radha-bhava-dyuti-suvalitam naumi
krsna-svaripam

“The loving affairs of Sri Radha and
Krsna are transcendental manifestations
of the Lord’s internal pleasure-giving po-
tency. Although Radha and Krsna areone
in Their identity, They separated Them-
selves eternally. Now these two transcen-
dental identities have again united in the
form of Sri Krsna Caitanya. Ibowdown to
Him, who has manifested Himself with
the sentiment and complexion of Srimati
Radharani, although He is Krsna Him-
self.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 1.5)

Herc Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami,
the author of Caitanya-caritamrta, is
describing another feature of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Previously, Lord Caitanya
has been described as the ultimate Abso-
lute Truth, Bhagavan. The Absolute Truth
is realized in three phases, and the ul-
timate phase is Bhagavan, who is sad-
aisvaryaih parnah, “full in six opulences.”
Nowadays there are so many “Bhaga-
vans,” but they have no opulence. But the
actual Bhagavanis fullinsix kinds of opu-
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lence—beauty, wealth, strength, fame,
knowledge, and renunciation.

So,Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, has descended as Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu just to bestow the top-
most understanding of loving affairs with
Krsna (samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasari
sva-bhakti-sriyam). In devotional service
there are different stages, although spiri-
tually there is no difference among them.
There is ultimately no difference between
adevotee in the mood of servitude (dasya-
rasa) and one in the mood of conjugal love
(madhurya-rasa). Buteach devotee likes to
serve the Supreme Lord according to his
particular inclination. Someone wants to
love Him in a neutral mood (§anta-rasa),
someone wants tolove Him in the mood of
aservant, someone wants tolove Him asa
friend, anotheras a parent,and anotheras
a conjugal lover. While there is no spiri-
tual difference between these phases of
loving affairs, great devotees and learned
scholars have given theirdecision thatthe
loving affairs with Krsna in the conjugal
mood—Tlike those between husband and
wife or,above those, between loverand be-
loved—are on the highest platform.

In the Western countries these affairs
between boyfriend and girlfriend are very
prominent, and in the spiritual world this
relationship of lover and beloved, without
marriage, isconsidered the highest. What-
ever so-called loving affairs we see here

PAINTING BY DHRTI-DEVI DASI

are a perverted reflection of the loving af-
fairs between Radha and Krsna.

In the Bhagavad-gita this perverted re-
flection is described as ardhva-mitllam
adhah-$akham: a tree with its roots up and
itsbranches down.In other words, the ma-
terial world is a reflection of the real, spiri-
tual world. Unless this material world is a
reflection, how could the roots be upward?
There is a tree like this: a tree on the bank
ofapond will be reflected with itsrootsup-
wards and its branches down.

This world is a reflection only, a shad-
ow. The reality is in the spiritual world.
There the topmost thing is the conjugal
love between Radha and Krsna, and here
the same thing, when pervertedly re-
flected as sexual affairs between a girl and
a boy, is the lowest abomination. We
should know this: In the spiritual world,
for Radha and Krsna to remain as girl-
friend and boyfriend is the topmost plea-
sure, while in the material world this same
thing is most abominable.

We cannot imitate the loving affairs of
Krsna and Radharani. We have to under-
stand the facts of Their relationship, as

Free of all traces of envy, the gopis (cowherd
girls)of Vrndavana, Lord Krsna'seternalhome
in the spiritual world, assist Radha and Krsna
in Their loving pastimes, which, like the serv-
ices rendered by the gopfs, are devoid of selfish
motives.
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 described here: radha-krsna-pranaya-
vikrtir hladinr-$aktih. “The loving affairs of
Radha and Krsna are transcendental
manifestations of the Lord’s internal
pleasure-giving potency.”

The word $akti means “energy.” From
the Vedas we understand that the Lord,
the Supreme Person, has many energies:
parasya Saktir vividhaiva $riyate. When
Arjuna requested Krsna in the Bhagavad-
gita “Kindly explain some of the energies
You display,” Krsna listed His different
energies, and at last He concluded,

atha va bahunaitena
kirh jRatena tavarjuna
vistabhyaham idam krtsnam
ekamsena sthito jagat

The words idari krtsnam . . . jagat mean
“the entire material manifestation.”
There are many universes in the material
manifestation. We see only one universe,
but there are many millions of universes
(vasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-
koti). So, Krsna says that all these uni-
verses in the material world display only
one-fourth of His energy (ekarisena).

Just imagine what Krsna’s energy is!
Andwearetryingtoimitate Him. So many
rascals declare they are Bhagavin, but
theyhave noideawhatBhagavanis.Innu-
merable universes are coming out from
the breathingofMaha-Visnu, whois justa
part of a plenary part of Bhagavan, Lord
Krsna. When Maha-Visnu exhales, the
universes come out,and when He inhales,
everything goes within Him. This is
Bhagavan.

This material creation is a partial exhi-
bition of the energy of the Lord, one-
fourth of His energy. This material world
is made of His material energy, and we are
His marginal energy. But the other three-
fourths of His energies are in the spiritual
world, where Krsna exhibits only His
spiritual energies. And when Krsna wants
to enjoy, He enjoys loving affairs like
those between a man and a woman.

Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura
explains that the mellow of the loving af-
fairs between a man and a woman comes
from the Supreme Person. Unless the lov-
ing propensity is there in the Supreme,
how canitbe reflected here? This material
world is only a perverted reflection of the
spiritual world, so the origin of the loving
propensity must be there.

The impersonalistic, Mayavadi phi-
losophers cannot understand the spiri-
tual loving affairs of Radha and Krsna.
Because they have bitter experience of the
the so-called loving affairsin this material
world, they think the ultimate goal must
be without personality or varieties (nir-
vifesa). Impersonalism and voidism are of
the same nature. The voidists, the Bud-
dhist philosophers, say that ultimately
everything is zero, and the Mayavadi
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philosophers say, “No, not zero but im-
personal.” Both of them are wrong. The
Absolute Truth is actually personal and
full of variety, but because the philoso-
phers with a poor fund of knowledge can-
notunderstand, they makeitouttobe zero
or variety-less.

To clear away these false ideas, Kavi-
raja Gosvamisays thatwhileradha-krsna-
prema, the loving affairs between Radha
and Krsna, are factual—they are not
imagination—these affairs are different
from the so-called loving affairs we expe-
rience in this world. That is to be under-
stood. Don’tbelike thesahajiyds, who take
radha-krsna-prema to be justlike ordinary
lusty affairs in this material world. A verse
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam states that the
loving affairs of the gopis and Krsna in the
rasa-lila are not an ordinary thing, and
that if one can hear of them from the

Unless the lov-
ing propensity
is there in the Su-
preme, how can

it be reflected here?
This world is only
a perverted re-
flection of the spiri-
tual world, so the
origin of the loving
propensity must

be there.

proper source and understand the real
facts of the rasa-lfla, then all the lusty
desires in one’s heart will vanish. There
will be no more lusty desires. In other
words, one will become dhira, calm and
sober-minded.

Here in this material world everyone is
adhira, agitated by lusty desires. Butin the
spiritual world everyone is dhira. They are
not agitated by lusty desires. Aslong as we
are agitated by lusty desires, we are in
the material world. That is the test. As
Yamunacarya says,

yad-avadhi mama cetah krsna-padaravinde
nava-nava-rasa-dhamany udyatarm
rantum asit
tad-avadhi bata nari-sangame
Smaryamane
bhavati mukha-vikarah susthu
nisthivanam ca

“Since I've been engaged in rendering
more and more service to Krsna and

getting spiritual pleasure, as soon as I
think of sex life with a woman I imme-
diately spit. I hatetothink of it.” Thisis the
result of understanding the loving affairs
between Radha and Krsna.

Kavirdja Gosvami explains that these
affairs are a transformation of Krsna’s
hladint $akti, His pleasure potency. The
Supreme Lord has three primary spiritual
potencies: sandhini, His existence po-
tency;samvit, His knowledge potency; and
hladint, His pleasure potency. The loving
affairs of Radha and Krsna are a transfor-
mation of His pleasure potency.

These loving affairs have nothing to do
with the so-called loving affairs of this
material world, because Krsna is Para-
brahman. In the Bhagavad-gita Krsna is
described as Parabrahman. Arjuna says
to Krsna, param brahma pararh dhama
pavitrarh paramari bhavan: “You are the
Supreme Brahman, the supreme abode
and purifier.” That is the declaration of
Arjuna in the Bhagavad-gita, and we
should accept it. This is the parampara
system, the system of disciplic succession.

The Mayavadi philosophers are after
brahma-sukha, the happiness of merging
with Brahman. The source of brahma-
sukha is Krsna, but the Mayavadis cannot
reach up to that point. There are two kinds
of transcendentalists: one is the Brahma-
vadi, or Mayavadi impersonalist, and the
other is the Vaisnava, or devotee. The
Vaisnavas accept the philosophy that we
are servants of Krsna: jivera ‘svaripa’
haya—krsnera nitya-dasa.’ And the Maya-
vadi philosophers falsely think that they
have become one with the Supreme, that
they have become Nardayana. That’s a
misleading philosophy, and we should
not accept it.

Now, Krsna being Parabrahman, what
will be the platform of His loving affairs?
Thisisto be considered. To attain brahma-
sukha, spiritual happiness, many saintly
persons give up everything of this material
world and take sannydsa. Sannydsa means
giving up everything for the Supreme. So,
simply to relish a little bit of brahma-
sukha, great, great saintly persons give up
everything and try to purify their exis-
tence. They try to find real happiness.
Every one of us is after happiness, but we
are seeking happiness in the perverted re-
flection, where it is not possible to find it.
Therefore one hasto give up this perverted
happiness and come to the real fact.

Our pointis thatsince great saintly per-
sons give up all pleasures in this material
world to find pleasure in Brahman, why
should Krsna, who is the Supreme Brah-
man, take pleasure in this material world?
Thisis the argument. Therefore those who
are thinking that Krsna enjoyed with the
gopls as we enjoy in the company of many
girls—such people are great fools. They
have no knowledge. They're misled. Our



affairs, being a perverted reflection, ap-
pear like the loving affairs of Radha and
Krsna, but the reflection is different from
the reality.

So we should not be misled; we should
follow the teachings of Caitanya-caritamrta.
We should understand that the loving af-
fairs between Radha and Krsna are not
like those between an ordinary boy and
girl. And if we take Radha’s and Krsna's
loving affairs to be ordinary, we will be
misled. Therefore the sahajiyas, those who
believe that Krsna enjoys with ordinary
girls, are very, very much misled.

We shouldn’t be so foolish as to think
we can be equal to Krsna. Thereis nocom-
petition for Krsna: na tat-samas cabhya-
dhikas ca drsyate. Nobody can be equal
with Him, nobody can be greater than
Him. That is Parabrahman; thatis Krsna.
In the Bhagavad-gita also, Krsna says,
mattah parataram nanyat: “There is no
entity superior to Me.”

We have to very carefully study Krsna.

The Krsna consciousness movement is
meant to give everyone a chance tounder-
stand Krsna very scientifically. Krsna
consciousness is not sentimentality. One
must be very philosophically advanced to
understand this scientific knowledge, or
vijAdna.

Withoutunderstanding the science and
philosophy of Krsna consciousness, it is
not possible to understand Krsna. You
may ask, “Do you think all the devotees
are scientists and philosophers?” The an-
swer is yes. They may not have degrees in
science or philosophy, but they have been
taught by Krsna from within. If you want
tolearn science and philosophy, you have
to approach some person who knows the
subject. But the greatest scientist, the
greatest philosopher, is Krsna, who is
within your heart: isvarah sarva-bhitanam
hrd-dese 'riuna tisthati. And He says, tesar
satata-yuktanam bhajatam priti-piirvakam
dadami buddhi-yogarm tam. “To anyone
who is a sincere devotee of Mine and al-

ways engages in My service, I give
education and intelligence. I make him a
scientist and a philosopher.” That is the
way of receiving vijiiana, scientific under-
standing of Krsna.

You may ask, “Why does Krsna reveal
this knowledge only to His devotees and
not to all? If the Supreme Lord is sittingin
everyone’s heart, why is He especially in-
clined toward those who engage twenty-
fourhoursadayin Hisservice? Why notto
others?” That is His special mercy for the
devotees:

tes@m evanukampartham
aham ajiiana-jam tamah

nasayamy atma-bhava-stho
Jhana-dipena bhasvata

“I live in everyone’s heart, but out of spe-
cial mercy for My devotees I destroy their
ignorance with the lamp of transcenden-

tal knowledge.”
This is the process of understanding
(continued on page 35)

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

Y0u might not think this picture shows
someone practicing yoga. But chanting the
names of God is actually the supreme form of
yoga. Of course, devotees chanting Hare Krsna
certainly don't look much like yogis. At least not
the kind of yogis most people think of when
they hear the word. Bul most people, it seems,
have little understanding of what yoga is really
all about.

Yoga is a Sanskrit word meaning “union.” In-
dia’s ancient Sanskrit literatures, the Vedas, ex-
plain that the purpose of yoga is to purify our
consciousness so that we can re-establish our eter-
nal relationship with God. The sitting postures and
breathing exercises most people associate with
yoga are part of a certain type of yoga system—
known as hatha-yoga—that was practiced thou-
sands of years ago. By practicing hatha-yoga,
great sages could completely withdraw their mind
and senses from the material world and, after a
very long time, find God within their hearts.

In this age the Vedas discourage us from trying
to reach God through hatha-yoga. We just don't
have the time or the determination. But in this age
God, or Krsna, has come in the form of His name.
The goal of yoga, union with God, is easily attained
through chanting Hare Krsna. And unlike other
forms of yoga, the results come quickly. So, you
too can be a yogi. Just try chanting Hare Krsna—
and feel yourself coming closer to God.
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Boxes, Modes,
And the Freedom
"ToChoose

Are we free? Or are we—Ilike the

behavioural psychologist B. F. Skinner’s rats—
simply products of our environmental cages?

by MATHURESA DASA

“Psyche,” from the Greek word for soul,
connotes an innerspirit as distinguished from
its vehicle, the material body. In Greek my-
thology, Psyche, a personification of the soul,
falls in love with Eros, the god of love. Eros
later deserts her, and Psyche, brokenhearted,
roams the world in search of him, performing
difficult tasks until at last she becomes an im-
mortal and rejoins him.

was not acquainted with Psyche’s story

when I chose, as a college freshman, to
major in psychology, her namesake sci-
ence, but if I had been, her plight would
have touched me and spirited my studies.
Like Psyche, I had a romantic desire to
roam the world searching for, in my case,
something I felt was missing in my own
self and in the self of all human beings,
something that would make me whole
and fill mankind with peace and love.
Like Psyche, I was ready to work hard,
patiently submitting to earthly trials to
achieve my goal.

In fact, I had submitted to plenty of
earthly trials already. I had, for instance,
lived athome with my motherand teenage
sister, while my father was usually away
on business. My brother was in the Ma-
rines in Vietnam. My best friend, a twelve-
year-old beagle, was gray and arthritic.
These and countless other hardships had,
I sensed, nurtured in me a natural intui-
tive genius, as yet untapped, for things
psychological. Having paid my dues, I felt

ripe for union with my missing inner self.
Sort of like Psyche. Too bad we hadn’t
met.

In my first semester, girded with intui-
tion and away from home at last, I leafed
through my course catalog and found a
course description that went something
like this: “B. F Skinner and Behavior-
ism . . .forsophomoresand otherstudents
who have completed their introductory
studies in psychology and who want to
begin a scientific analysis of behaviour.”

Perfect. Whoever this B. F. Skinner
was, my life experiences, I reasoned,
would more than suffice for “introductory
studies.” And what to speak of sopho-
mores, [ was prepared to rub shoulders
with the very best.

But B. F. Skinner, it so happened,
though the very best in his field of behav-
ioural psychology, was not, and still isn’t,
a beautiful maiden. Nor does his research
into patterns of behaviour much resemble
Psyche’s search for her lover or my quest
for an inner self. Skinner doesn’t believe in
an inner self, in a psyche as the Greeks
conceived it. Skinner and other behav-
iourists say that the inner self and the
mind, ifthey existatall, are things we can-
not study or measure scientifically. Only
our behaviour is plainly visible. “The pic-
ture which emerges from a scientific
analysis,” Skinner contends, “is not of a
body with a person inside, but of a body
which is a person in the sense that it dis-

ILLUSTRATION BY MARK KELLY

plays a complex repertoire of behaviour.”

Skinner is famous for his experiments
with caged animals. His cage, known now
as a Skinner box, was equipped with a
mechanism that automatically gave the
animal food, water, or some other reward.
Acrat, forinstance, might find himselfin a
cage with a lever and a dish, and when he
pressed the lever a food pellet would fall
intothe dish. Using variations on this sim-
ple arrangement, Skinner was able to
show how patterns of rewards and pun-
ishments control an organism'’s behaviour.

Skinner's idea, in short, is that we are
products of our environment and conse-
quently not responsible for our actions.
We are not to blame for our failures, nor
do we deserve credit for our achievements.
Allis done by the environment. In Beyond
Freedom and Dignity, his best-known
work, Skinner argues that we possess nei-
ther freedom nor dignity in the ordinary
sense of those words.

This is not what I wanted to hear. If the
Skinner box was an experimental model
of the world as Skinner perceived it, then
in Skinner’s eyes, I figured, I was little bet-
ter than a rat, responding predictably to
food, water, and other stimuli. What irked
me further was that although we were all
supposedly products of our environmen-
tal cages, Skinner and other “social engi-
neers,” as he called them, could step
outside their cages to study and manipu-
latetherestofus.Thadn’ttheleastdesireto
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join the ranks of the Skinnerian engi-
neers, and besides, with my intuition flag-
ging, I was nearly flunking the course.

Twenty years later I still disagree with
much of the Skinnerian creed, but I can
more easily admit that I have never been
wholly free. I have my own family now,
and the crying or laughter of my children,
my wife’s moods, the arrival of bills or
checks in my mailbox, and a host of other
stimuli, cause me to behave in quite pre-
dictable ways. Even if I wanted to break
away, disappearing over the hill and into
oblivion, wouldn’t that only make me the
servant of a different passion? Skinner
quotes Voltaire: “When I can do what I
want to do, there is my liberty, . . . but I
can’t help wanting what I do want.”

So do I have any freedom? Or am I
boxed?

In the Third Chapter of the Bhagavad-
gita, Lord Krsna confirms that the envi-
ronment, or nature, controls behaviour:
“The spirit soul bewildered by the influ-
ence of false ego thinks himselfthe doer of
activities that are in actuality carried out
by the three modes of material nature.”
Nature is so fully in control, in other
words, that we could say that nature, not
ourselves, behaves. When “nature,” or the
environment, is a Skinner box, we might
therefore say that the box and its con-
troller, B. F. Skinner, are acting, not the
rat, although we would have to take into
account that all three—the box, the rat,
and Skinner—are underthe influence ofa
larger controlling environment.

Unlike Skinner, however, Lord Krsna
makes a clear distinction between the
body and the self, or the person, and be-
tween the mind, which is a subtle body,
and the person. A human being, He as-
serts, is indeed a body with a person in-
side, and that person, or soul, is an eternal
individual, an individual who exists both
before and after the body’s existence.

For the soul there is neither birth nor death
atany time. . . . Heis unborn, eternal, ever-
existing, and primeval. He is not slain when
the body is slain.

(Bhagavad-gita 2.20)

How do we perceive the soul? By con-
sciousness. The consciousness that per-
vades our body is the soul’s energy, just as
sunlight is the energy of the sun.

That which pervades the entire body you
should know to be indestructible. No one
is able to destroy that imperishable soul.

(Bhagavad-gita 2.17)

The material body and mind are tem-
porary clothing for the eternal self, which
does not mix with matter, just as oil and
water do not mix. What nature controls is
the gross body and subtle mind, since they
are, after all, part of nature. Nature does
not control our eternal self, which is part
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of Krsna’s spiritual energy. But because
we are bewildered, we, the eternal selves,
identify with the material body and mind,
thinking that when the body and mind
act, we are acting. This is called false ego.
Real ego is to think “I am an eternal per-
son and a part of Krspa.” False ego is to
think “I am this material body and mind.”

Just as a reflection of the sun on a pool
of water moves with the movements of the
pool, so the soul whose consciousness is
fixed on matter appears to move with mat-
ter. The fact is, however, that the soul is
aloof and—as long as it identifies with
matter—inert.

But we are not forever bound to inertia
and false ego. As Skinner is the creator
and controlier of his boxes, Krsna is the
creator and controller of nature. “The ma-
terial world is working under My direc-

rsna is the crea-

tor and con-
troller of nature.
The universe, there-
fore, is a Krsna
box, and Krsna has
kindly described
how His box works
and how to free
ourselves from the
false ego that ren-
ders us inert under
the spell of ma-
terial nature.

tion,” He says in the Ninth Chapter of the
Gita. The universe, therefore, is a Krsna
box,and Lord Krsna has kindly described
how His box works and how to free our-
selves from the false ego that renders us
inert under the spell of material nature.
Krsna explains that nature acts in three
modes: goodness, passion, and ignorance.
These modes force upon the soul a variety
of insurmountable desires to enjoy and
control nature. The mode of goodness is
characterized by the development of
knowledge, and by austerity, steady deter-
mination, and sense control. The mode of
passion is characterized by the attraction
between man and woman, by intense
longings for sense enjoyment, and by
hard work to acquire material wealth. The
mode of ignorance, which Krsna calls
“the delusion of all embodied living

beings,” is characterized by sleep, indo-
lence, madness, and intoxication.

These three modes of nature compete
for supremacy over our consciousness,
and one mode or anotherisusually prom-
inentin an individual’s behaviour through-
out life, although all three are always
present. In the mode of goodness there is
always atleastatinge of passion and igno-
rance. And even in the darkest ignorance,
which is the predominant mode of the
lower animals, there exists a degree of
passion and goodness.

The modes direct us to various kinds of
enjoymentinthe material world,butnone
of them can bring us to a full understand-
ing of our eternal self or a full realization
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Rather, the modes distract us from self-
realization. This is because the modes are
material while our selves and the supreme
self are pure spirit situated in the spiri-
tual mode of pure goodness. Pure good-
ness is transcendental, untouched and
untouchable by the three material modes.

While the material nature is composed
of three modes, the spiritual nature is
composed entirely of unalloyed good-
ness. But the Vedic literature informs us
thatboth natures are in factonenature, one
energy of Krsna acting in different ways.
When we want to forget Krsna, His nature
acts in three modes, both to assist us in
that forgetfulness and to punish us with
repeated birth and death, thus bringingus
to our senses. When we want to remember
Krsna, however, the same nature acts to
encourage and assist us in the activities of
pure goodness.

Activityin the mode of pure goodness is
called bhakti, or devotional service to the
Supreme Person. Bhakti is both means
and end. As the means, the practice of
bhakti cleanses us of false ego and revives
our pure consciousness that we are eternal
servants of Krsna. As the end, bhakti is the
eternal activity of the liberated souls who
are absorbed in love of God and have no
other desire than to serve Him.

The assistance rendered to us by the
spiritual nature is nothing like the ac-
tivities of the three modes, which force us
to act contrary to our eternal constitu-
tional identity as pure spiritual individu-
als. Because the three material modes are
presently forcing us to serve material de-
sires, we get a bad experience of servitude.
We feel boxed. But service to Krsna in the
spiritual world, assisted by the spiritual
nature, is not forced service, because there
we serve out of spontaneous love, and be-
cause there we are in full harmony with
nature, which is as fully conscious and
fully devoted to the Lord as we are.

So am I free? Or am I boxed?

I am free to choose to associate with the
three modes of material nature or with the

(continued on page 35)



Krsna, the Perfect Friend

The more we hear about God’s unlimited
qualities, the more we'll understand that nothing can satisfy
like friendship with Him.

by AJITANANDA DASA

he desire for friendship is universal. It is based on our propensity to love some-
one. This propensity is thoughtfully explained by His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in The Nectar of Devotion, one of the philosophi-
cal cornerstones of the Krsna consciousness movement. In his Preface (p. xvi), Srila
Prabhupada writes,
Thebasic principle of the living condition is that we have a general propensity to love some-
one. Noonecan live withoutloving someone else. This propensity is present in every living
being. Even an animal like a tiger has this loving propensity, atleastin a dormant stage, and
it is certainly present in the human beings. The missing point, however, is where to repose
our love so that everyone can become happy. . . . That missing point is Krsna, and The Nec-
tar of Devotion teaches us how to stimulate our original love for Krsna and how to be situated
in that position where we can enjoy our blissful life.

The Vedic literature tells us that our original friend is Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. In the material world, we mistakenly try to re-create our
blissful, primeval relationship with Him through various temporal relationships, all
of which fail to satisfy our perpetual longing for perfect friendship. Krsna, or God, is
the divine fountainhead of the loving sentiment that can be seen in all living beings.

(continued on page 26)

PAINTING BY YADURANI-DEVI DASI
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g Darker Days

The following interview with Premavati-devi
dast, whose eleven-month-old daughter died
in a Soviet labour camp, took place in Mos-
cow in August, 1987.

nterviewer: Please tell us something
bout the practice of Krsna conscious-
ness in the Soviet Union.
Premavati-devidasi: | have been amember
of ISKCON in the Soviet Union for
around ten years. It is very difficult to talk
about the entire period while I was chant-
ing the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, the
period when all the troubles were happen-
ing. Now we are at the beginning of a new
period, when the new policy [glasnost] is
becoming visible here. I am thinking that
now we are meeting the new age of Hare
Krsna. Having the new bright period, now
it is a little bit difficult to talk about the
previous dark period.
Of course, the history must be known,
and people must know the truth about

Soviet devotee of Krsna tells of her imprisonment.

In the kitchen of her
Moscow apartment,
Premavati-devi dasi
(left) talks about
practicing Krsna
consciousness in the
Soviet Union.
Premavati’s altar
(Far left), like those
found in the homes
of devotees through-
out the Soviet
Union, reveals her
devotion as well as
her determination to
practice Krsna con-
sciousness despite
harassment from
Soviet authorities.

everything and especially about the peo-
ple who were accused for nothing else
exceptforchanting the Hare Krsnamaha-
mantra. Even now I think that the main
thing against me was that I spoke with
Hare Krsna people in the West. No one
everaccused me of anythingelse. I was the
mother of two little children during that
period, and I was chanting and reading
and translating. I was very busy with my
family and was not preaching so openly
and widely.

Now we can preach openly on the
streets; we sing on Arbat street, in the cen-
ter of Moscow. We preach and sing and
distribute prasadam in our houses, and
nowweseethat Krsnashowsusthatevery-
thing is temporary. For instance, the hard
period is over. Of course, there are some
people who think in another way, that this
Gorbacheyv period is not the thing to be-
lieve in. Maybe I am alittle bit gullible, but
I believe in'Krsna and that He wants this

time to be good for everybody. I feel that
this nice period will last and develop.
Interviewer: Can you tell us something
about your personal difficulties?
Premavati: I was arrested in the end of Au-
gust, 1983. It was very troublesome for me.
I was three-months pregnant, and I gave
the court a certificate stating thatit was so.
1 was taken to a hospital in Estonia to be
sure that I was pregnant. The doctors said
that I was pregnant, and I went home, but
in two weeks the authorities came with a
paper that stated that I was arrested. They
did not care about the certificates saying I
was pregnant. I thought that pregnant
women would not be put into the prison,
but I was wrong.

When I was put into the prison, for the
firstnine days I wasin a common cell with
around sixty persons who had committed
different kinds of crime, like not having a
stamp on their passport indicating that
they are assigned to live in some special
place. It is considered to be breaking the
law. Another very strange lawis thatif one
does not work for two months, one can be
put into prison. Many persons were there
forbreaking these laws—not working and
not having proper stamps on passports.
Of course, there were also murderers and
thieves. During those nine days in that
cell, I was chanting, singing, and even
dancing, and I did not feel so very bad.

After that I was put into another cell
where ten women were. Itis difficultto say
we were sitting in the prison, because we
were lying down all the time. There was no
place tositor to go, only to lie down. There
was very bad air there. Our place to lie
down was about eighty-five centimetres
wide, made of iron, with an imitation pil-
low, iron pillow. Of course, the mat that
covered the iron bed was very thin, and
sometimes I feltthatI wasrightontheiron
strips. While sleeping, if I turned, I would
bebreathinginto the face of my neighbour.

Once a day we had our time to walk in
the air,but the sky was covered with a cage.
We could only see the sun through the
cage, and the bars of the cage were very
thick. It was difficult, and I exposed my
bellytothe suntotrytogive someenergyto
my future child.
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I received some parcels and money
from myrelatives, butsometimes I did not
get them because the control is very strict
in the prison. If your parents or relatives
make any mistake with the parcel or
money, if they do not write down your
proper date of birth or something—if
something is wrong—then you cannot re-
ceive the money that they send. For in-
stance, my husband isn’t Russian, and all
the time he made mistakes and I could not
receive money at all.

Of course, everyone can understand
how nervous pregnant imprisoned wo-
men can be. They should not be impris-
oned at all. For all of them it was very
strange. They were very nervous and not
polite to one another. It was even worse
than in the cell with sixty people in it.

Ithink thatthis period in prison was the
mostdifficult,and I understand thatit was
so because I was pregnant and with very
nervous people. All the time the women
were calling to ghosts, talking with Napo-
leon, Pushkin, asking them about their
future. They scolded one another, some-
times slapped one another. All the time
they wanted to eat, because they had no
parcels. Some could not receive parcels.

Sometimes we had to give people our
food. There was very little food, and we
were hungry all the time. We received ex-
tra eggs and extra meat and pickle, but I
was not eating meat or eggs, so I was very
hungry.

Then I was transported to another
prison. The first prison was called Butyr-
skaya prison, and the other prison was a
special prison for men and pregnant
women. If one was to have a child in two
months, she was sent there, Matrossklaya
prison. At this prison the interrogators
asked me whenIwastohave mychild,and
I told them, so they scheduled the court
trial for just before I was to have my
child. Four days after the court ended, my
daughter was born.,

This court was very strange for me. I felt
asifIweresitting atthe theatre. Somebody
was playing something on the stage, and I
was also a memberofthis play,and Icould
not realize it as reality. Of course, every-
thing in this world is maya, illusion, but
this court really seemed like an illusion to
me.I feltitwas anillusionin this greatillu-
sion of maya.

My sister came to my trial. My mother
had died during the third month of my
imprisonment. My sister who lives in
Nigeria was called, and she received per-
mission to come to the Soviet Union im-
mediately. So she had an opportunity to
come to the court. She was crying all the
time she was sitting there, because during
the court I was nine months pregnant. I
could not sit for a long time. I wanted to
stand or change my position. It was diffi-
cult to be there for the whole day in the
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Preaching Krsna consciousness during last year’s Festival of India in Moscow.

courtroom, from ten in the morning to
seven in the evening.

I was hungry in this new prison, and all
the time I had to behave myself not the
way I wanted to behave myself. Even the
character analysis they gave about me
during my ten monthsin the prison—they
called me a silent person, not making con-
tacts with people. But I consider myself
just the opposite. I like to meet people,
maybe speaking more than is needed. I
like people. I like to speak about God,
about howto come to God. l am notsilent.
Atthattime I had to make anothercharac-
ter. had to do it because the situation was
like that.

Once I wrote a letter to another cell.
That was a regular practice, because pris-
oners would ask each other questions. I
answered the questions about my crimes,
and then told them about the Hare Krsna
movement. Thatletter somehow appeared
notin the other cell butin the hands of the
interrogator. After that I understood that1
must be very, very silent. During the court

they said that while I was in prison I was
preaching. NowIunderstand thatifIgoto
prison again, I will be preaching one hun-
dred percent of the time, not just trying to
be silent. I think now that it was my mis-
take, because they said that I was preach-
ingwhenin factl wasn’t. NowIthinkthatI
could do more if I am put into prison
again.

Interviewer: Could you tell us about the
time you spent in the labour camp?
Premavati: When my daughter was four
months old, we wenttoalabourcamp. She
was very little, and it was not good to have
to move her somewhere. We went there,
and after the twenty-one-day period when
the child can be with its mother, I was
taken away from her, and I began to work.
Isawmy daughteronce a day foraboutan
hour.I could have a walk with her orsitin
the house, but not more than an hour. It
was very little time, and after awhile I be-
gan to see that my daughter did not feel
like I was her mother. It caused me to feel
bad, but I could not do anything about it.



Chanting Hare Krsna on the streets of Moscow.

The place where my daughter was is
called the House of Mother and Child. In
this house there were about one hundred
children whose mothers were working in
the camp.

The food for the children was not bad,
but there was only one nurse who had to
feed about twenty-four little eaters. The
nurse moved with great speed, so some-
times the babiescould noteatmuch.Ican-
not understand how they did it, because 1
remember when I was feeding my daugh-
ters, I spent very much time. How could
they feed all those little babies in an hour
and ten minutes?

The mostunbearable thing was that the
airinthis room was verybad. The mothers
could not stand it, but the babies lived
there all the time. Of course, the nurses
tried to make ventilation by opening the
windows, but that didn’t help; the air was
unbearable. We could not do anything.

My daughter was very nice, of nice ap-
pearance, and even in prison the nurses
said thatshe was one of the prettiest girls. I
knit her a hat, boots, and a jersey from the
thread of handkerchiefs. But when we
came to the camp, the authorities said it
was not permitted to have jersey and
boots—only hat; everything else will be
given by the authorities. Of course, they
gave everything, but those things were
not warm, and she had no warm jersey at
all.

She died because she had a lung dis-
ease. Even nowIdonotknowexactly what
happened. Many times I asked what hap-
pened, and they told me, “Afterwards, af-
terwards, afterwards.” They did not want
to tell me. Everything was all right, butshe
was coughing, Then there was a stomach
disease in every group of babies. She also
had this stomach disease along with
coughing. Then the doctors said it was her

lungs, pneumonia, and her heart would
not work. They wanted to take her to the
hospital from the nursery. When they took
her, on the way to the hospital she died.
They said that the last day of her life she
said “Mother” for the first time. I was not
there.

They made a little coffin for her. They
allowed me to be before the coffin for ten
minutes, and after that they did not let me
stay there. The funeral was held without
me. When I stood with her body, I said
“Hare Krsna” and prayed to Krsna to take
care of her.

Of course, it is strange that such things
happen in such a great country as the
Soviet Union. I think that such things as
imprisoning pregnant women should not
bedone, nothere orany placein the world,

Premavati’s daughter Marika, who died in a
Soviet labour camp at eleven months.

because children musthave their mothers.
This present period is the nicest period
during my life. Everything is now so nice,
but not for those babies still in prison. So I
would like to appeal to all people to ask
our authorities to stop imprisoning peo-
ple who believe in God, who chant the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra, which purifies
themselves and the aura of the entire
planet. It will be very helpful for those who
are sitting in prison now.

Working in the labour camps is very
hard, especially for people who are not ac-
customed to physical work. Forintelligent
peopleitis very difficultto be in thelabour
camp. There are many Hare Krsna devo-
tees who have very serious diseases, such
as Vladimir Kustrya [Vrndavana dasa],
who has a lung disease and who also has
no energy to work—low blood pressure.
When I was in Moscow, I also had to work,
and myblood pressure was verylow. Once
itwaseightyovereighty-five.I was veryex-
hausted during the period of working in
the labour camp.

The most unbearable thing was that
you could never be alone in prison. The
Russian writer Dostoyevsky also wrote
about this fact, that the most difficult
thing is not being able to be alone. You
can’t even be five minutes alone. All the
time you must be with people.

There are many strict rules which say
that one must do this and not that, eat this
and not that. From another point of view
the austerity for one who is trying to be a
yogi is really very nice. You understand
that you can eat less, that you can wear
less, you can sleep less, that the human
being’s energy and power is very great,
much more than a person can imagine.

During this labour camp period it was
difficult to chant the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra because there was no time, no time
at all. In that camp we worked very many
hours. We worked ten hours, and after that
I would visit the school for sewing, and
then I had to do some work for the group I
was with. I made some lectures about nice
behaviour and similar themes. People
who had higher education were asked to
speak in order to bring less-educated peo-
pletoahigherstandard. SoIwas very busy
and had no time to rest at all.

Now the time is turning for the better, as
I mentioned earlier. We have kirtanas in
the center of Moscow, on the Arbat street,
where very many people gather to sing or
speak about something or do whatever
they like. Painters make pictures of peo-
ple. Poets are there. Hare Krsna people are
also there. We are partof this Arbat move-
ment. We sing Hare Krsna, and we answer
questions.

Yesterday we saw the KGB people
come to our chanting place. First they lis-
tened to our kirtanas, and then they

(continued on page 22)
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The Bhaktivedanta Book

A Special New Edition

For the first time the life masterpiece
of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada is availa-
ble in a single-volume-per-canto
edition®. The original thirty-volume set
has been reprinted in twelve beautiful
volumes.

If you were never able to get the
complete set, if you are missing vol-
umes from your present set, if your
present set is a combination of
different previous printings, or if
you would simply like a new set in
mint condition—this set is for you!

*Because of their length, the Third and Fourth Cantos
are two volumes each.
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® 144 beautiful color
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On Pilgrimage

RETURN
O DVARAKA

At the site of Krsna’s ancient city by the sea, devotees celebrate 3
the triumph of Srila Prabhupada’s Sankirtana Pada-yatra. v

e vadmae b ipecna

by LOKANATHA SWAMI f




Lokanatha Swami, a native of India’s
Maharashtra province, is the chief organiser
of ISKCON s pada-yatra,awalking pilgrim-
agethroughout India that began in Dvaraka
on September 2, 1984, Here Lokandtha
Swami describes the pada-yatrd’s frium-
phant return to Dvaraka three and a half
years and fourteen thousand kilometres later.

March 17 Arrival

! I 'he pada-yatra party has stopped at a
small farm for breakfast and Srimad-

Bhagavatam class. Anticipation fills the
air as we wait for the visiting devotees to
arrive. More than one hundred devotees
from all over the world are traveling from
ISKCON’s annual festival in Vrndavana
to take part in the pada-yatra’s “Return to
Dvaraka” festival.

Two large buses pull up, and the high-
way suddenly becomes a sea of saffron
and white as the devotees spill out of the
busesto offertheirobeisancestoourpada-
yatra deities of Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai (Cai-

tanyaMahaprabhuand Nityananda)and
Stila Prabhupada. Newcomers to pada-
yatra are pleased to see the pada-ydtra cart,
the bullock carts, and the pada-yatris—the
devotees who have been walking on this
pilgrimage through holy India. Those
who have been with us before are feeling
nostalgia, meeting again with pada-yatra
acquaintances and reminiscing about
their pada-yatra experiences.

With ecstatic kirtana, we walk to the
nextvillage, where we are warmly received
by the local people. Many devotees spend
the night with the pada-yatra, and the
others travel by bus to Dvaraka, ending
their two-day journey from Vrndavana,

Throughout the evening devotees pour
into Dvaraka. The pada-ydtra organisers,
having prepared for the arrival of two
hundred devotees, are surprised to see the
numberswell toalmostfourhundred. The
bazaars are teeming with ISKCON mem-
bers from around the world.

Dvarakaiis one of the most important

PHOTO BY JAGANNATHA KRSNA DASA

pilgrimage spots in India. Krsna spent
one hundred years here, longer than He
spent in Vrndavana and Mathura com-
bined. While at Dvarakd He married
16,108 wives, each of whom lived in an
extraordinarily opulent palace. Many of
Krsna's family members, feeling intense
separation from Him after He left Ma-
thura, came to join Him in His new king-
dom. To accommodate everyone, Lord
Krsnaborrowedland from the seatobuild
more palaces.

Modern-day Dvaraka is a small city
with an area of sixteen square miles and a
population of around thirty thousand.
Situated on the Arabian Sea, the cityhasa

climate that is temperate and salubrious.

March 18

This morning, after a joyful mangala-
arati at the dharma-s$ala hosting the visit-
ing devotees, we make our way with
kirtana to the Samudra Narayana temple,
atthe confluence ofthe Gomati River and




the Arabian Sea. There is a solar eclipse
taking place. So, following Vedic custom,
we bathe in these sacred waters before
leaving to join the pada-yatra party for the
final eight-kilometre walk into Dvaraka.

The procession consists of about 150
devotees, Laksmitheelephant, the deities’
cart, and three bullock carts. Everyone is
chanting and dancing spontaneously. Sri
$r1 Gaura-Nitai are standing majestically
on Their altar, and Srila Prabhupada,
seated on his vyasasana, looks like a glori-
ous warrior returning home from victory,
his foot soldiers marching alongside.

The atmosphere created by the proces-
sion reminds us of the description of Lord
Caitanya’s kirtana, as described in Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura's “Arunodaya-
kirtana,” a song usually sung in the early
morning hours:
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At the end of a long but rewarding journey
(previous spread), ISKCON’s pada-yatra
approaches Dvaraka. Above, Dvaraka resi-
dents and pilgrims join the pada-yatra as it
enters the city. At right, the author and pada-
yarra organiser Lokanatha Swami tells the
crowd about the significance of Lord Cai-
tanya’s sankirtana movement. Far right, the
presiding Deity of Dvaraka, Lord
Dvarakadhisa.

When the eastern horizon became tinged
with the red that heralds the rising of the
sun, the jewel among the brahmanas, Lord
Gaurasundara, immediately awakened.
Taking His devotees with Him, He jour-
neyed through the towns and villages of
Nadia. The mrdangas resounded “rathai,
tathai,” and the karatalas in that kirtana
played in time. Lord Gauranga’s golden
form slightly trembled in ecstatic love of
Godhead, and His footbells jingled. Lord
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Caitanya called out to the townsfolk, “Just
fill your mouths with the holy names
‘Mukunda!” ‘Madhava!" “Yadava!" and
‘Hari!" "

As the pada-yatra procession moves
toward the city of Dvaraka, its skyline pre-
dominated by the magnificent Dvaraka-
dhisa temple, devotees relish chanting
and dancing in the fresh, cool morning
air.

Nearthe city we stop at asmall roadside
temple for prasadam, which is served late
because of the solar eclipse. The priests
say that food cooked during an eclipse is
considered inedible, so the cooking was
delayed. While we wait for prasadam,
Sridhara Swami speaks to us about the
citizens of Dvaraka. Noordinarysoul can
livein Krsna'sland, he says. They are very
special people, and they are warm and

friendly. We should treat them with re-
spect and give them a good impression of
the Krsna consciousness movement.

Reception

The president of Dvaraka township, the
head priest of the Dvarakadhisa temple,
groups of school children, school bands,
and thousands of residents of Dvaraka
greet us with an enthusiastic and heart-
warming reception. The local people are
wide-eyed to see the same devotees, with
theirelephant, oxen, and cart, returningto
Dvaraka with the same enthusiasm with
which they left three and a half years be-
fore. They treat us like family members.
The local brahmanas happily embrace
our ISKCON brahmanas. Seeing foreign-
ers following the Vedic culture and wor-
shiping the Deity just as they are doing
inspires them in their own devotional life.

Gate Inaugural Ceremony

Within a sacrificial arena, Gaura Ke-
$ava dasa performs a fire sacrifice to sanc-
tify the ISKCON pada-yatra gate at the
entrance to Dvaraka. People are amazed
to hear an Australian-born brahmana
chanting Vedic mantras with such accu-
racy. At the end of the sacrifice, fire-
crackers proclaim the triumphant return
of Srila Prabhupada’s Sankirtana Pada-
yatra to Dvaraka. Kirtana surcharges the
atmosphere as the procession passes
through the newly opened arch.

The gate is sixty feet high and fifty feet
wide. Spiral staircases inside both col-
umns lead to viewing galleries on top.
Panels depicting the life and teachings of
Lord Caitanya and Srila Prabhupada will
be installed above the arch.

Awards Ceremony
A colourful pandal tent has been erected
nearby. The sannyasis, GBCs, and kirtana

party are seated on the stage, and the rest
of the devotees mingle with the audience.
Leaders of 'several Dvaraka institutions
greet us with welcoming speeches, gar-
lands, and hari-ndma cadars from the
Dvarakadhisa temple. Amid tumultuous
applause, Shri Harsibhai Kanani, the
president of Dvaraka township, presents
me with a certificate of appreciation for
the pada-yatra’s accomplishment.

Next we honour the seven pada-yatris
who walked the entire fourteen thousand
kilometres. One by one they are called
onto the stage, garlanded, and presented
with a framed certificate. These souls are
very special. As anyone who has spent
time on pada-ydtrd knows, it is not easy to
carry on day after day, year after year. It
takes great determination.

News reporters and radio and tele-
vision crews are present throughout the
proceedings, reporting everything with
sincerity and intensity.

The ceremonies completed, the devo-
tees, feeling satisfaction, make their way
to the prasadam hall for a sumptuous feast
of dokhla, sabjis, puris, rice, chutneys,
pakoras, §rikhanda, and more. Everyone is
well fed and impressed with the delicious
prasadam and the efficient service.

Dvarakadhisa Darsana

In the evening we carry our small
Gaura-Nitdi Deities to the famous
Dvarakadhi$a temple. The seven-story-
high templeisbuilton seventy-two pillars.
From the temple dome waves an eighty-
four-foot-long multicolored flag deco-
rated with the symbols of the sun and
moon.

We are welcomed heartily by the temple
pajaris. They put our small Deities on the
altar and offer arati to Them. They gar-
land the devotees, decorate their fore-
heads with a dot of bright red powder, and
offer them maha-prasadam.

After circumambulating the temple, we
walk to the festival site for the evening
programme. Several thousand people
crowd around the stage, which is situated
near a busy marketplace. Yasomati-
nandana dasa introduces the ISKCON
devotees from around the world to the
audience. Gopala Krsna Goswami and
other leaders speak on the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness. Jagattarini-devi
dasi enthralls the children and the adults
alike with her puppet show and ISKCON
cinema.

March 19 Dvaraka-mandala Parikrama
After mangala-arati the devotees chant
patiently on their beads while waiting to
board the reserved buses that will take
them to Island Dvaraka and Sri Gopi-
tallava. Unfortunately, things don’trun so
smoothly, and some of the buses depart
too soon, leaving many devotees stranded
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and forcing them to take a government
tourist bus. Consequently, devotees arrive
on the island at different times.

Once we are all united again, we walk
from the harbour up the hill toward the
temple. The streets are lined with small
shops selling painted shells, necklaces,
postcards, framed pictures of the island
and of Sri Dvarakadhisa, and other sou-
venirs. When we reach the temple, the
priests request us to perform kirtana. We
begin chanting, and a local tabla player
joins in, sitting right in the middle of our
party. The devotees chant and dance to
their hearts’ content.

Sitting at the exact spot where Sudama
brahmana met Lord Krsna, I narrate some
of the Lord’s Dvaraka pastimes for the
pleasure of the devotees.

JAGANNATHA KRSNA DASA

A pilgrim from Gujarat (above) wears the
typical dress of the farmers of that province,
where the city of Dvaraka is located. At right,
devotees pose at the ISKCON pada-yatra
gate, commemorating the pada-yatra’s

return to Dvaraka.

In the temple courtyard, rows of devo-
tees are served breakfast of Dvarakadhisa
prasadam. Then everyone returns to the
harbourtocatch the boatto the mainland.

The journey, in a large wooden motor-
boat, takes around twenty minutes. The
Arabian Sea is calm and the breezes cool-
ing. Devotees delight in feeding the flocks
of healthy-looking sea gulls that follow
the boats. Gazingout across the clear blue
waters, we remember how in these depths
lie the remains of Sri Krsna’s own city of
Dvaraka.

The gardens and parks were full of various
flowers of differentcolors and orchards that
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were overloaded with a variety of fruits.
Beautiful birds were chirping, and pea-
cocks weredelightfully crowing. There were
tanks and ponds full of blue and red lotus
flowers, and some of these sites were filled
with varieties of lilies. The lakes were full of
nice swans and cranes whose voices re-
sounded everywhere. In the city there were
as many as 900,000 great palaces built of
first-class marble with gates and doors
made of silver. The posts of the houses and
palaces were bedecked with jewels such as
touchstone, sapphires, and emeralds, and
the floors gave off a beautiful luster. The
highways, lanes and streets, crossings, and
marketplaces were all beautifully deco-
rated. The whole city was full of residential
homes, assembly houses, and temples, all of

different architectural beauty. All of this
made Dvaraka a glowing city.
(Krsna, Vol. 2, p. 242)

India’s recent marine archaeological
expeditions have “discovered many un-
known features of the historic city. ...
Theinnerand outer gateways of the proto-
historic Dvaraka were flanked by circular
bastions built of massive blocks of sand-
stone. . . .Itcan be said that Dvaraka was
thelargest portofthe second millennium”
(Dr. S. R. Rao, National Institute of
Oceanography). While some persons
choose to neglect evidence that supports
the existence of Krsna's capital city,
others use the evidence to increase their
faith in the scriptures that describe
Dvaraka. They don'’t reject the scriptures
as mythology.

After landing in Okha Port, we cram
into the waiting buses (there neverseemto

The spire of the Dvarakadhisa temple (left)
flies the ISKCON pada-yatra flag. Below, the
pada-yatra’s elephant driver, one of seven
pada-yatris who completed the entire 14,000-
kilometre pilgrimage, displays his plaque.

be enough of them), devotees piling onto
the roofs and hanging outof the doors and
windows. We stop at Sri Gopitallava,
where Krsna met the gopis when they
came from Vrndavana to see Him. Every-
one gets a chance to dig out a piece of
gopicandana (clay for decorating the fore-
head with thetilaka sign) to take home. We
then head back to the city for evening pra-
sadam, highlighted by tonight’s piéce de
résistance: laddus the size of tennis balls.
There are more than enough foreveryone.

Flag-Hoisting Ceremony
This evening we hold a flag-hoisting
ceremony atthe Dvarakadhisa temple. In
(continued on page 26)
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DarkerDays

(continued from page 13)

mingled with the crowd. There were many
people listening to us preach about Krsna
consciousness. The KGB began to preach
just the opposite: “Why are you listening
to these religious speeches? Nowadays we
must not believe in God.” Sometimes they
argued with us. I told them that I was not
going to argue with them at all. My feeling
isthatarguments are only a waste of time.I
am only telling the views of the Bhagavad-
gita and the Srimad-Bhagavatam. It is
Vedic knowledge, and itis not my opinion.
It was a real battle between us.

Another person I had seen with the
KGB came up and said, “l am a weight-
lifter. For fifteen years I have lifted
weights. How can I be a vegetarian?” I
said, “No, it is not true. You are not a
weightlifter. You are with the KGB! I am
sure. I know it!” Nevertheless, they were
not very aggressive. It is democracy, so we
are preaching and they are preaching.
Yesterday it was vivid that we have the
same rights to preach as they have.

It is very nice that here in Moscow we
have such an opportunity, but some very
sad news came from Kiev. In Kiev several
devotees went on the street to have kirtana
and were imprisoned for fifteen days. One
mother of two little boys, whose husband
was imprisoned, came to Moscow yester-
day. She demonstrated, protesting to let
her husband free. After that he was re-
leased, butthe other people were not. They
are imprisoned for what we have been do-
ing in Moscow now for over a month. We
are singing kirtanas every day, but in Kiev
democracy is not so real.

Yesterday, someone returned from the
beach of the Black Sea, from one little
town called Kerch. He said that he was at
the houses of three devotees and that they
had nice altars. He said that about a week
ago those houses with the altars were
burned down by the militia men while the
devotees were working or away. This is
very bad news, militia men fighting
against the Vaisnavas without any court
or trial.

Now we can see that very many people
are coming to be Vaisnavas, and it is very
nice. We understand that these people
chantandsing Hare Krsna. Anybody who
does it, even a little bit, can purify himself,
and it will be so nice ifeverybody will sim-
ply try to doit. Then if you understand the
essence of the maha-mantra, if you under-
stand that Krsna Himself comes in those
sounds, you will understand God Him-
self, and you will feel God and you will
have an opportunity to see God, really,
with your own eyes. And it will be so nice
for everybody, because I think everybody
is eager to see God. You have an opportu-
nity. Please chant Hare Krsna. 3¢
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The Persecution Continues

November 7, 1987, marked the seventieth anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution. Au-
thorities in the Soviet Union had announced in June that they would grant amnesty to or im-
prove the situation of political and religious prisoners. Although the Soviet devotees of Krsna
who were being held in psychiatric hospitals werereleased, none of the devotees in laboutcamps
was given unconditional amnesty. Either they completed their sentences, or they were condi-
tionally released from labour camps to compulsory labour in remote Soviet territories. They
were affected by the “amnesty” only because of the worldwide campaign to broadcast their
plight. It appears that the Soviets used the anniversary of the Russian Revolution to release or
improvethe condition of prisoners who have caused them embarrassment from people support-
ing their causes from abroad. In the November 1987 issue of Back to Godhead, we published
an article entitled *23 Who Are Not Free, "which told of the devorees of Krsna imprisoned in the
Soviet Union. The following is an update on the status of those twenty-three devotees.

Vladimir Kritsky (Visvimitra dasa) was
released on December 26, 1987. We had
received incorrect information about his
sentence. It was five and a half years
(instead of eight), and he served every
day of it.

Nugzar Chargaziya was conditionally
released from a labour camp to compul-
sory labor.

Gagik Buniatyan (Sarvabhavana dasa)
completed his sentence in January.

Alexander Levin is now free.

Ashot Shaglamdzyan (Vrakre$vara Pandita
dasa) was conditionally released from a
labour camp to compulsory labour. He
was sent to the Soviet Far East—the
Khabarovsk Territory—seven thousand
kilometres away from his family and
friends.

Aleksei Musatov (Asutosa dasa) was
released from the Special Psychiatric
Hospital in Smolensk.

Agvan Arutyunyan (Advaita Acarya dasa)
was conditionally released from a labour
camp to compulsory labour. He was sent
far away from his native Armenia to the
Primorskaya Territory, near Vladivostok.

Oleg Stepanyan served his full two-and-a-
half-year sentence. He is now free.

Yuri Fedchenko (Japa dasa) was condi-
tionally released from a labour camp to
compulsory labour to complete his sen-
tence. He is now free.

Armen Saakyan (Atmananda dasa) was
released from a psychiatric hospital.

Yevgeny Lyubinsky (Amala-bhakta dasa) is
still in a labour camp serving a four-year
sentence.

Sarkis Ogadzhanyan (Sacisita dasa) died
in a labour camp in December. (See last
month’s issue of Back to Godhead.)

Anatoli Samoiloy was released from a
labour camp to compulsory labour. In
July 1987 his wife, Valentina, completed
a two-year sentence in a labour camp for
her involvement in the Krsna conscious-
ness movement.

Karen Saakyan (Kamalamala dasa) was
released from an Armenian psychiatric
hospital in December 1987.

Otari Nacchebiya (Ambarisa disa) was
conditionally released from a labour
camp to compulsory labour. He is serving
a three-year sentence. He was sent to the
Khabarovsk Territory, far away from his
native Georgia.

Sergei Priborov (Sanatana-kumara dasa)
was released from a labour camp in
March 1988 after completing a four-year
sentence.

Rafael Dzhanashvili was released from a
psychiatric hospital in February 1988.

Suren Karapetyan (Sannyisa ddsa) was
released from a psychiatric hospital in
Armenia in January 1988.

Jakov Dzidzhevadze (Yamaraja dasa) com-
pleted his two-and-a-half-year sentence
in a labour camp and was released in
January 1988.

Oleg Mkrtchyan does not exist. We re-
ceived this name in error.

Vladimir Kustrya (Vrndavana dasa) is
serving a five-year sentence in a strict
regime labour camp. He previously
served a one-year sentence from Novem-
ber 1982 to November 1983. His health is
very bad, and he spends much time in
isolation punishment cells.

Anatoli Pinyayey (Ananta-Santi dasa) was
released in December from the Oryol
Special Psychiatric Hospital.

Olga Kiseleva (Premavati-devi dasi) was
released from compulsory labour.




‘WhatYouCanDotoHelp
Free the Soviet Hare Krishnas

ISKCON’s Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas has established a membership program that helps
publicise the persecution of the Soviet devotees. From the privacy of your own home here in the free world,
you can help bring international pressure to bear against the injustices endured by Soviet Hare Krsna fol-
lowers. Please join the Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas.

Plan A Plan B

Send $21. You'll receive the famous Hare Krishnain  Send $51. In addition to receiving the items in Plan
the USSR cassette tape, a 2'2-inch “Freethe Soviet A, you will sponsor one of the imprisoned devotees.
Hare Krishnas” button, and two photos of the Soviet  You'll receive regular and updated information
devotees. You will also receive protest postcards about the devotee’s case, and about how you can
with pictures of the imprisoned devotees to mailto campaign on his or her behalf.

Soviet authorities.

Send your membership contribution, for Plan A or B, along with your name and address, to:
The Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas, Almviks Gard, 15300 Jirna, Sweden.
Even if you don’t become a member of the committee,

please fill out the petition below and mail it to the above address.

PETITION

I, the undersigned, present the following statement to Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, general secretary of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and to Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze, the foreign minister:

| deeply deplore the inhuman treatment and conditions that members of the Hare Krsna movement
inthe USSR are being subjected to. They are being denied the basic humanrightstowhich theyareen-
titted under the provisions of the Soviet Constitution, as well as all the international agreements and
treaties that the Soviet Union has endorsed.

| request the Soviet government to allow the members of the Hare Krsna movement to register their
religionas an official state religion. lalsoimplore the authorities to arrange theimmediate release of the
following Hare Krsna devotees, who are imprisoned in labour camps or have been sentenced to com-
pulsory labour, and following their release, to permit their emigration from the Soviet Union, along with
their immediate family:

Agvan Arutyunyan Otari S. Nacchebiya

Nugzar A. Chargaziya Anatoli . Samoilov

Viadimir A. Kustrya Ashot S. Shaglomdzyan
Yevgeny N. Lyubinsky

Name
Address
Gty st siaanels Sy orw e mlact e S N S tata i DS s e i a SR

Country

Mail petition to: The Committee to Free Soviet Hare Krishnas, Almviks Ga'rd, 15300 Jidrna, Sweden.
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g 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ Tel. 08-549002
Valencla, Spaln—c/de ler:mto Cadarso #12, Vedat de Torrente/ Tel. (961) 55962
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Liechlensteinstrasse 2311, 1090 Vienna/ Tel, (0222) 310-10-33
Zlrich, Switzerland—Bargsirasse 54, 8032 Zirich/ Tel, (01) 63-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bavarian Forest (Bayrisher Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jiyaga-Nrsimha-Kgetra)—
{conlact ISKCON Heldelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja {Santa Clara) Bri F Tel (11) 280018
Jiirna, Sweden—Almviks Gard, 15300 Jamay/ Tel. (46) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6881 Sessa (Malcantone) TIf Tel. (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Mayapur}—Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ Tel. (54) 40-26-88

AUSTRALIA
Mslalda—s‘a Belair Rd., Kingswood, S.A. 5082 (mail: PO. Box 235, Kingswood)/ Tel. (08) 2720488
95 Bank Road, lle, Q.L.D. 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 849, Toowong, Q.LD. 4066)/ Tel (07) 3791996

Cairns—69 Spence St, Caims, Q.L.D. 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre, Q.LD. 4870)/
Tel. {070) 516946
Melbourne—197 Danks St Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125) Tel. (03) 699-5122
North Sydney—180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: G.R.O. 2766, Sydney 2001)/ Tel. (02) 9261164
Parth—129 Barrack St., WA, 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, WA, 8005)/ Tel. (09) 3288171
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Daringhurst, N.SW. 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159, Kings Cross, N.SW.
2011)/ Tel. (02) 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lot 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, N.SW. (mail: P.O. Box 157,
Windsor, N.SW. 2765)/ Tel. (045) 755284
Murwillumbah {New Govardhana)—"Eungella,” Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah, N.SW. 2484
{mail: P.O. Box B87)/ Tel (066) 721903
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Oid Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, N.SW. 2648 (mail: PO. Box 2446,
Mildura, Victoria 3500) Tel. (050) 2768226
RESTAURANTS
Adelalde—Govinda's, 79 Hindley St, Adelaide, S.A. 5000/ Tel. (08) 515258
Melbourne—Crossways, First Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melboumne, Victoria 3000/ Tel. (03) 650 2939
Gopal's, 138 5 St., Melb Victoria 3000/ Tel (03) 650-1578
Sydney—Gopal's, 180 Falcon St, N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ Tel. (02) 926164
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ Tel. (075) 501642
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Victoria St, King's Cross, N.SW. 2011/ Tel. (02) 3575162
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI'
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead {next to Huapal Golf Course)
{mau R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ Tel. (9) 4128075
New 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ Tel. (3) 61965
Lnbnsa. Fiji—Delallabasa (mail: Box 133)/ Tel. 82916
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ Tel. 61-833, ext. 48
Rakira, Fijl—Rewasa (mail: Box 120)/ Tel 94243
Suva, Fij—P.0. Box 6376, Nasinu/ Tol. 391-282

gton, New 2 St, (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ Tel. (4) 850876
RESTAURANTS
New Gopal's, 18t fl, Civic House, 281 Queen St/ Tel. (9) 34885

20 Mayfield Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8FT/ Tel (061}
London, Englal\d I:IN}—ID Saho Sl London W1/ Tel. (01) 437-3662

Landon, (country) Maner, Letch Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 GEP} Tel (09276) 7244
Karuna Bhavan, Bank Road, L L Tel. (0555894790
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Istand of Inish Rath—LL County Fi gh, Iretand/ Tel. (3657) 21512
London, England—{contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANTS

Dublin, Ireland —Golden Avatar (al ISKCON Dublin)/ Tel. (01) 795933
London, England—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho 51/ Tel (01) 437-3662

Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Cnr.—Yasawa St. & Naviti St/ Tel. 62990
Suva, Flji—Cnr.—Pratt St. & Joske St (opp. Reserve Bank)/ Tel. 314154

AFRICA

Abeckuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)

Abidjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP B386, Abidjan

Accra, Ghana—582 Bk 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01588, Osu)

Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Province (mail: c/o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)
Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ Tel (21) 689 1529
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for Krishna Consciousness

UND THE WORLD

ice A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

v

s

Durban (Natal), S. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: PO, Box 56003)/ Tel. (31) 435-B15
Freetown, Sierra Leone—13 Bright St. Brockfields (mail: P.O. Box 812, Freetown)
Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills," Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: PO, Box 723,

Muldersdrift (TvL), 1747)/ Tel. (11) BB6-2716
Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 20900)/ Tel. B877801
Kitwe, Zambia—3121 Gandhi Close, Buyantanshil/ Tel. 214-164
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala \ i Airport E

{mait: RO. Box 8793, Lagos)

Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave., Quatre Bomes (mail: P.O. Box 108, Quatre Bomes, Mauritius)/ Tel. 46804

Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sautl Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: PO, Box B2224,
Mombasa)/ Tel 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.0. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: RO. Box 28948, Nairobi)/ Tel. 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St.), GRA. Il
(mail: PO, Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—£4 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)

Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (P.O. Box 1922, Warri)/ Tel. 053-230-262

FARM COMMUNITY

Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT

Durban, 5. Africa—Gowvinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA

Agartata, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ Tel Tel. 449935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar
Bangalore, Karnataka—210 Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ Tel. 361 539
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri R, 390 015/ Tel. 326299
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ Tel. 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 045/ Tel. 626 860
Caicutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ Tel. 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36 -B, 160 036/ Tel. 44534
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sri PO.C
PS. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas
Gauhati, Assam—FPost Bag No. 127, Gauhati 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Mampally Station Rd., 500 001/ Tel 551018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—59, Burkit Rd., T. Nagar, Madras-17/ Tel. 443266
Miydpur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Shree Mayapur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
Moirang, Manipur—Nongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
Nagpur, 70 Hill Road, F 440 010/ Tel. 33513
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, New Delhi 110 048/ Tel. 6412058
Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Asrama, across Cl
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 018/ Tel. 50785
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., Camr,, 411 001/ Tel 60124 and 64003
Slichar, Assam—Ambikapatti, Siichar, 7TBB004, Cachar Distrct
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siliguri
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd,, Jahangirpura, Surat, 395 005/ Tel. B4215
Tirupati, A.P.—KT. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 501/ Tel. 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, WC HDsDilnl Rd., Thycuud 695 014/ Tel. 68197
Udhampur, Jammu and Ki F 182 101/ Tel. 496 PP.
U.P.—HKrishna-Bak Mandir, Bhakthved. Swami Marg, Raman Ret, Mathurd/ Tel. 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—Nityananda Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octiol Naka), Odhav, 886 382
Ahmedabad District, Guhral—l-laro Krishna Farm, Katwada (contact: ISKCON Ahmedabad)
Chamorshi, Dham, District Gadhachirol, 442 603
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.0. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Miydpur, W. Bengal—{contact Mayapur)
RESTAURANTS
Bombay, Maharashtra—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
Krishna-Bal Mandir
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ Tel. 233-2488
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ Tel. 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chittagong)/ Tel. 20-2219
Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Chetty 5t, Colombo 13/ Tel. 33325
Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ Tel. 3-7396818
Jakarta, Yayasan Krsna i, JL
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Ellx!hnml(aﬂ\han" Tel 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9501, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Petaling/ Tel. 730172
Manila, Philippines—170 R. Femandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ Tel. 707410
Taipei, Taiwan—{mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, lran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave, Kamran St. No. 58/ Tel. 658870
Tel Aviv, Israel—[17 B] Gordon St, P.O. Box 48183, Tel Aviv 61480/ Tel 03-238-239
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ Tel. (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna F 23
RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Belm, PA—#v. Gentil Bittencourt, 1002 (entre & Quintino
Belo Horizante, MG—#Av. Gentdlio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ Tel. (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ Tel (051) 242-7579
Campo Grande, M5—HRua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara

River, Dist. 413 304

Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ Tel. 83254

" Tel (D91} 222-1886

#a 10-12, Tomang Raya/ Tel. 599 301

Campos, RJ—Av. Bezamaih, 35, Pg. Califémia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1584, Allo da Rua 15/ Tel, (041) 264-6634
Floriandpolis, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua Jos# Laurenco, 2114, Aldeata/ Tel. (085) 244-7068
Golania, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ Tel. (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 485, Centro/ Tel. (092) 233-3709
Pdrto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Moinhos de Vento
Ribeirfio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RJ—Ladeira da Gloria, 98, Gléria/ Tel. (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adome, 17, Brotas/ Tel. (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Aradjo, 151-Embaré/ Tel. (0132) 21-3598
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-\ila Maria
Sdo Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga :mml C. F 4855}; Tel (011) 63-1674
S#o Paulo, SP (Centro Cultural)—Rua lavurd, 2
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cesario Molla. 130, Centro
Vitdria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod/ Tel (027) 227-9860
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Distrito de Murici (mail: Rua do Norte, 61, Sala 3, Centro)
Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 12.400)/ Tel. (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Para (Sri Krgna Prasada)—Av. Gentil Bittencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morals
& Benjamin Constant/ Tel (091) 222-1886
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juarez, Jalisco/ Tel. 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ Tel. (305) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico City 01000 DuF./ Tel. 548-9323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro/ Tel 74-68-76
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 ple., Col. Sellx Ireta 5&070 Moreln Mich.

Vera Cruz—Calle 3, C: No. 784, Fi Tel. 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauga-Mandgala Bhami}—{contact ISKCON Mexico City)
PERU

Arequipa—Jerusalen 402/ Tel. 229523
Cuzco—San Juan de Dios 285/ Tel. 222353
Lima—FPasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ Tel. 10851
Lima—Schell 615 Miraflores
Trujilo—Bolivar 738/ Tel 258523
FARM COMMUNITY
Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DPTO De San Martin
RESTAI.IRANTS
quipa—{al ISKCON A
Cuzco—Espaderos 128
Lima—=Schell 634 Miraflores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombla—Calle 78, #42-05/ Tol 2258412
Buenos Alres, A i Centro Bl Andonaegui 2054, (1431)
Cali, Wmnm—mmda 9 Norte, 17-33/ Tel. 621688
Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacidn Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ Tel 782-1939
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ Ted. (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 3988/ Tel. 48441
Concepcidn, Chile—Nonglen, 588/ Tel. 23150
Co:dohu Nuentlnn—Mmmdm 950, Paso de los Andes/ Tel. (051) 262229
d Creek, Guyana—Grant 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
cwm. Ple. & Gral. Barrio-las-Chirimollas/ Tel. (07) 82-93-58
Essequibo Coast, Guyana—New h ipa Dham, Mai ibo Coast
Georgetown, Guyana—24 Uitviugt Front, West Coast Demerara
P Postal 1534
—Velaz 1915 (b Carchi & Tulcan)/ Tel 36-16-47
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 (mail: P.O. Box 10278)/ Tel. 783556
Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
Montevideo, Uruguay—Pabilo de Maria 1427
Panama, Republic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ Tel. 31-2057
Quite, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ Tel. 520466
Rosario, Arg: Centro Bhaktived Corri 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—P.0. Box 4920/ Tel. 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica—Centro Cultural govinda, 235 mirs. norte del Banco Anglo, San Pedro
(miail: J\Pda Iﬂl& 1NE'II’ Tel. 34-1218
San S: Avenida L ia 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, Sarl Salvador (mail: P.O, Box 1506)/ Tel. 25-96-17
Santiago, Chile—Manuel Carvallo 771, Nunoa/ Tel. 392734
Santo D Calle Cayetano Hod:lquex No. 254
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indles—Prabhupada Ave., Long le, C.
FARM COMMUNITIES
Buenos Nre& Argentina (Bhaktilata Purt]—{ommct Centro Bmklmed:m!a. Buenos Aires)
dor (Nuevo {contact ISKCON
Guyana—Seawell Village, Corentyne, East Berbice
San Jose, Costa Rica—Granja Nueva Goloka Vrindavana, Carretera a Paraiso, de la entrada del Jardin Lancaster (par
Calle Concava), 200 metros as sur (mano derecha) Cartago (mail: Apdo. 166, 1002)/ Tel. 51-6752
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitdn,
Dplo. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Callejor a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Marijari, Calle Potosi 1315, esq. Colén
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Cafioto
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (17 anillo), esq. Bolivar
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Perfect Friend

(continued from page 9)

The Vedas explain that God created us out
of His inexhaustible desire for loving ex-
changes. Thus friendship with Him is the
original state of the soul.

Since we are eternally part of Krsna,
there is a natural intimacy between Him
and us. In the Bhagavad-gita we learn that
He is residing within our hearts as the
Supersoul, graciously accompanying us
as we wander throughout the universe, life
after life, in search of lasting happiness.
Unlike us, God possesses a spiritual vi-
sion that is never dimmed by material
contact, and thus He is perfectly aware of
our folly. As our true friend, He exhibits
His kindness upon us by allowing us to
learn through our own experience the fu-
tility of our efforts, and He lovingly de-
flects our attention back to Himself, the
abode of all happiness.

Because Lord Krsna is supremely pure,
His friendship is never contaminated
with the selfish motives thatstain material
relationships. In the material world, every-
oneisultimatelyconcerned with his or her
own interest. Even our friendships are
part of our plan for our own enjoyment.

Lord Krsna, by contrast, is always anx-
ious forourultimate well-being. Although
we have turned away from Him, driven by
our envy of His position as the supreme
enjoyer, He continues to provide all our
necessities. The air, the sun, our inherent
abilities, and countless other gifts are all
clear indications of His good will. And
Krsna’s greatest expression of friendship
is His association, which He generously
offers us through the revealed scriptures,
saints, and spiritual masters, who regu-
larly appear throughout the millenniums
to invite us back to the spiritual world.

The attractive, dynamic qualities of the
soul tend to remain static in the material
world because of the soul’s marriage with
inert matter. As a result, the thrill of ma-
terial relationships diminishes quickly.

We grow bored seeing the same faces day
in and day out. But Krsna is never boring,
for His transcendental qualities are ever
fresh and ever expanding.

In the Vedas it is stated that even if the
scientists could count all the grains of
sandonabeach orall the atomsin the uni-
verse, they could never estimate even one
drop of God’s blissful, all-attractive fea-
tures. The Nectar of Devotion offers an
illuminating summary of Lord Krsna’s
spiritual qualities. By studying this great
work in a spirit of devotion, we can en-
hance our appreciation for the Lord and
thus develop the desire to know His
sublime friendship.

For example, The Nectar of Devotion ex-
plains that no one is more appreciative or
reciprocative than Lord Krsna, as shown
in His dealings with His friends. Once, a
poor brahmana named Sudama offered
Krsna a few grains of rice. Because
Sudama was penniless, he was unable to
present his Lord with a valuable gift, as
was his desire, but because his humble of-
fering was saturated with love, Krsna
eagerly accepted it and ate it with great
delight. Out of deep gratitude, Krsna re-
ciprocated with Sudama by giving him
more opulence than can be imagined
even by the wealthiest person in this
world, and in the end Sudama was granted
entrance into Krsna’s spiritual abode.
Hearing of Krsna’s limitless capacity for
appreciating and reciprocating thelove of
Hisdevoteescaninspireustorekindle our
friendship with Him.

Lord Krsnais also the most faithful and
considerate friend. He will never aban-
don us or allow us to feel neglected. Al-
though His propensity to love is so great
that He desires to interact with countless
living beings simultaneously, He can do
so without neglecting even one of them.
When Krsna was in Dvaraka, He ex-
panded Himself, by His supreme mystic
power, into many Krsnas, giving spiritual
bliss to each one of His sixteen thousand
queens, each of whom thought that Krsna

was residing with her alone.

Anotherreasonthat God’s friendshipis
the most desirable relationship is that itis
eternal. In the material world we may
sometimes form a relationship with
another person thatseems to be of sterling
quality, but even that soon fades like a
dream. At the time of death, the karma of
both friends carries them far apart from
one another, as strands of seaweed, meet-
ingmomentarily on the crestofa wave, are
separated forever when the wave breaksto
shore.

Happily, this is not the case if we be-
friend Krsna. The exchange between God
and the living entity is never checked.
Even if one begins the attempt to realize
Krsna in this life and is not completely
successful in his spiritual development,
he beginsin his nextlife from where heleft
off, until at last he achieves perfection.

Since we are all Krsna's servants, it is
important for us to remember that any at-
tempt to approach Him must be attended
by a serving attitude. Just as the Lord, out
of Hiskindness, is always busy making ar-
rangements for His devotees’ happiness,
we must also try to act for His pleasure.
This is the beginning of real love. And
there is no loss for us if we agree to culti-
vate our devotional sentiments. In fact,
serving Krsna is so relishable that Krsna
Himselfappearedin the form ofadevotee,
as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, to taste
this pleasure and to show us, by practical
example, that there is no greater aspira-
tion for the living being than to achieve
Lord Krsna’s friendship.

The Krsna consciousness movement is
in the direct line descending from Lord
Caitanya. It was established by Srila
Prabhupada to assist those seriously in-
terested in reviving their dormant love for
God. Its doors are open to everyone. Per-
sons who aspire for perfect friendship will
certainlyembrace this rare and wonderful
opportunity to find lasting spiritual hap-
piness in the eternal company of Lord
Krsna, the perfect friend.

DVARAKA

(continued from page 2I)

the courtyard, special mantras are chanted
as a priest climbs the temple dome—flag
emblazoned with “Hare Krishna” in
hand—watched intently by all the devo-
tees. The flag unfurls to the sound of
uproarious cheering and tumultuous kr-
tana. Adevoteeturnsto me and says, “This
is the pada-yatra’s jaya-pataka [victory
flag].”

March 20, 21

Mostofthe visiting devotees are prepar-
ingtoleave—makingtrain or bus reserva-
tions, packing luggage, shopping, saying
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good-bys, packing leftover laddus for the
journey. Our group gradually diminishes
to just the main pada-yarra party and a
handful of others who want to stay for
anotherday or two. When we hold a meet-
ing to discuss plans for the future of pada-
yatra, I am pleased to see some new faces
of people who areinterested to joinus fora
while.

March 22

After marngala-arati, the luggage carts
areloaded, the oxen decorated and hitched
up, and Laksmi the elephant stirred into
action. The kirtana party accompanies Sri
$r1Gaura-Nitai to the Dvarakadhi$a tem-
ple for a lastdarsana. Then they rejoin the

main pada-yatra procession, which pro-
ceeds along the streets, through the
ISKCON pada-yatra gate, and out to the
main highway. The pada-yatra is back on
theroad again, headingtoits next destina-
tion—Allahabad, for the Kumbha-mela
in January 1989.

As we leave Dvaraka for the second
time, there are fifty devotees walking with
the party. It is inspiring to see that those
same seven pada-yatris who walked the
entire fourteen thousand kilometres are
still with us today. Giving testimony to the
transcendental nature of the pada-yatra,
these seasoned pada-yatris have not be-
come tired of walking, but are even more
enthusiastic and keen to carryon.  EJ
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Everylown

The worldwide activities of the International

Soviet Devotee Speaks
at White House
Conference

Washington, D.C.—Vedavyasa
dasa, a member of the Hare Krsna
movement in the Soviet Union, and
Kirtiraja dasa, director of the
Committee to Free Soviet Hare
Krishnas (CFSHK), were invited to
attend a conference held at the
White House on “Religious Rights
in the Soviet Union.” President
Ronald Reagan opened the confer-
ence with an address to the three
hundred participants, including
members of the White House staff,
state department and other govern-
ment officials, and representatives
of various human rights groups
and religious organizations with
membership in the Soviet Union.
Everyone listened with interest
when Vedavyisa—one of around
ten participants selected to address
the assembly—gave details of the
persecution of Soviet devotees of’
Krsna.

Dr. Peter Reddaway, director of
the Kennan Institute here and an
authority on dissent, repression,
and psychiatric abuse in the Soviet
Union, also mentioned the plight
of the Soviet devotees in his talk.

The CFSHK prepared a special
thirty-two-page report that was dis-
tributed at the conference. The re-
port includes the latest information
about the persecuted devotees and
letters of appeal from the Soviet
devotees to President and Mrs.
Reagan. The letter to Mrs. Reagan
was signed by the wives of three
imprisoned devotees. For a copy of
the report send $5.00 to CFSHK,

Almviks Gard, 15300 Jarna, Sweden.

Krsna Comics
Have Arrived

Miami Beach—The Cultural Insti-
tute for the Vedic Arts (CIVA) has
announced the publication of “The
Advent,” a thirty-two-page full-

color comic book, the first in a ser-
ies of comic books recounting the
pastimes of Lord Krsna as de-
scribed in the Vedic literature and
presented in the writings of His Di-
vine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. “The Advent”
relates the history of Lord Krsna's
descent to earth fifty centuries ago.
The episode concludes in “The
Confrontation,” the second volume
in the series, which will be out
SOO0n.

CIVA founder Yadurani-devi
dasi, the illustrator for the Krsna
comics project, has done oil paint-
ings for Srila Prabhupada’s books
for twenty years, and her paintings
have been exhibited and appreci-
ated across the United States. The
quality of her art is evident on the
pages of “The Advent,” which she
hopes will appeal to adults as well
as children. The publication of
“The Advent” marks the first time

A few of the panels from
“The Advent," the first vol-
ume of the Krsna comics
series: Lord Krsna, and
Narada Muni's visit to King
Kamsa informing him of
Krsna's advent.

that comics on the Vedic literature
have been produced in the West.
For more information write or call
CIVA, 2445 Collins Ave., Miami
Beach, FL 33140/ (305) 532-5042.

New Book on
Lord Caitanya

Brooklyn, New York—Satyarija
dasa (Steven Rosen), a frequent
contributor to Back to Godhead, has
written a book about Lord Cai-
tanya entitled India’s Spiritual
Renaissance: The Life and Times of
Lord Caitanya. The book recounts
the life of Lord Caitanya and
shows the practicality and efficacy
of sankirtana for reviving one’s in-
nate spiritual consciousness.

Dr. Thomas J. Hopkins, chair-
man and professor of the depart-
ment of religious studies at
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Franklin and Marshall College,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, says the
book is “an excellent synopsis of
the career and teachings of one of
the world’s greatest spiritual lead-
ers, based on traditional devotional
biographies and supplemented by
views of modern scholars. . . . The
result is a very accessible introduc-
tion to Chaitanya and his message
that should inspire readers to ex-
plore the rich resources so tempt-
ingly summarized in this volume.”
The book has won Satyaraja
dasa an invitation to speak at a
class in medieval Sanskrit poetry at
Yale University. The class’s profes-
sor is considering making the book
required reading next term for all
his students. Esoterica, the largest
New Age bookstore in New York
City, recently had Satyaraja do a
double book-signing—for India’s
Spiritual Renaissance and his last
book, Food for the Spirit. To obtain
a copy of India’s Spiritual Renais-
sance, write to FOLK Books, P.O.
Box 400716, Brooklyn, NY 11240.

LORD KRISHNA'S CUISINE

YAMUNA DEVI

= T

B

Lord Krishna’s Cuisine
Wins Top Award

New York City—Lord Krishna's Cui-
sine: The Art of Indian Vegetarian
Cooking, by Yamuna Devi, one of
Srila Prabhupada’s first disciples,
won the highest award at the
JIACP/Seagram Awards for the out-
standing food and beverage books
published in the United States in
1987. The selection was made by
forty-six top food and beverage
writers, editors, and cooking
authorities from the 1,200-member
IACP (International Association of
Cooking Professionals). The IACP/
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Seagram Awards is the only major

awards program in the U.S. for

books on food and beverages.
The judges reviewed nearly two

Festivals & Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritu-
al calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna
center nearest you will gladly tell you more
about the meaning of the festivals listed
here.

Month of Vamana
(June 30-July 29)

July 9—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Srivasa Pandita, one of the principal
associates of Lord Caitanya.

July 10—Yogini Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

July 13—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Gadadhara Pandita, one of the prin-
cipal associates of Lord Caitanya. Also,
disappearance anniversary of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Fasting till noon.

July 14—Gundica-marjana. Festival of
the cleansing of the Gundica temple.

July 15—Lord Jagannatha's Ratha-yatra
in Puri, India. Also, disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Svaripa Damodara Gosvami
and Srila Sivananda Sena, intimate associ-
ates of Lord Caitanya.

July 25—Sayana Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

July 29—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Sanatana Gosvami, one of the six Go-
svamis of Vrndavana. First month of Catur-
masya begins (fasting from spinach).

Month of Sridhara
(July 30-August 27)
August 2—Disappearance anniversary of

Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one the six
Gosvamis of Vindavana.

August 5—Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Lokanatha Gosvami, a great devotee
of Lord Caitanya.

August 8—Kamika Ekadasi. Fasting from
grains and beans.

August 16—Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Raghunandana Thakura and Srila
Vamsidasa Babaji, great devotees of Lord
Caitanya.

hundred entries before selecting
Lord Krishna’s Cuisine as the winner
of the Asian Cooking category, one
of thirteen categories, and then as
the best cookbook of the year for
all categories. It is the first time in
the twelve-year history of the
awards that a book on Asian cook-
ing has won the top award. And it
is especially significant that it is a
vegetarian cookbook.

Lord Krishna's Cuisine was pub-
lished by Bala Books and is being
distributed in the United States by
E. P. Dutton and Company and in
Great Britain by Angus and
Robertson, Limited.

RESOURCES

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring the
spiritual vision of Krsna into your
home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna move-
ment around the world. . . . Attend
classes given by Srila Prabhu-
pada himself. . . . Relish the life
story of Srila Prabhupada in Your
Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in %-inch,
%-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a free, full-color catalog,
write to ITV, 3764 Watseka Avenue,
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Enjoy the writings of Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami, the author of a six-
volume biography of Srila Prabhu-
pada. He continues to produce
essays, poems, and other writings
for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publica-
tions, write The Gita-nagari Press,
P.O. Box 12380, Philadelphia, PA
19119.

Become trained in brahminical
knowledge, qualities, and skills. The
Vrndavana Institute for Higher
Education is offering courses in
studying Srila Prabhupada’s books;
clear thinking, speaking, and writ-
ing; Vaisnava etiquette; Sanskrit for
preachers; and more. For informa-
tion write The Vrndavana Institute
for Higher Education, c/o ISKCON
Ministry of Education, P.O. Box
400767, Brooklyn, NY 11240.




Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures” of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history. to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”’

CHAPTER NINETEEN
The Killing of the Demon Hiranyaksa

In this installment of our continuing pr of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the sage Maitreya, speaking to Vidura, a great devotee of the Lord, concludes
his narration of the descent of Lord Visnu in His boar incarnation.

TEXT 31
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mailreya uvica
evarh hiranydksam asahya-vikraman
sa sadayitvd harir ddi-sikarah
Jjagama lokari svam akhanditotsavari
samiditah puskara-vistaradibhih

maitreyah uvdca—Sri Maitreya said; evam—thus; hiranydksam—
Hiranyaksa; asahya-vikramam—very powerful: sah—the Lord: sada-
yitva—after killing; harih—the Supreme Personality of Godhead; adi-
sakarah—the origin of the boar species; jagama—returned; lokam—to
His abode; svam—own; akhandita—uninterrupted; ufsavam—festival;
samiditah—being praised; puskara-vistara—lotus seat (by Lord Brahma,
whose seat is a lotus); adibhih—and the others.

TRANSLATION

Sri Maitreya continued: After thus killing the most formidable
demon Hiranyaksa, the Supreme Lord Hari, the origin of the boar
species, returned to His own abode, where there is always an unin-
terrupted festival. The Lord was praised by all the demigods,
headed by Brahma.

PURPORT

The Lord is spoken of herewith as the origin of the boar species. As
stated in the Veddnta-sitra (1.1.2), the Absolute Truth is the origin of
everything. Therefore it is to be understood that all 8,400,000 species of
bodily forms originate from the Lord, who is always adi, or the begin-
ning. In Bhagavad-gitd Arjuna addresses the Lord as ddyam, or the
original. Similarly, in the Brahma-sarihita the Lord is addressed as adi-
purusam, the original person. Indeed, in Bhagavad-gita (10.8) the Lord
Himself declares, mattah sarvam pravartate: “From Me everything
proceeds.”

In this situation the Lord assumed the shape of a boar to kill the
demon Hiranyaksa and pick up the earth from the Garbha Ocean. Thus
He became adi-sikara, the original boar. In the material world a boar or
pigis idered most abominable, but the adi-sikara, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, was not treated as an ordinary boar. Even Lord
Brahmai and the other demigods praised the Lord’s form as a boar.

This verse confirms the statement in Bhagavaed-gita that the Lord ap-

pears as He is from His transcendental abode for the sake of killing the
miscreants and saving the devotees. By killing the demon Hiranyiksa He
fulfilled His promise to kill the demons and always protect the demigods
headed by Brahma. The statement that the Lord returned to His own
abode indicates that He has His own particular transcendental residence.
Since He is full of all energies, He is all-pervasive in spite of His residing
in Goloka Vrndavana, just as the sun, although situated in a particular
place within the universe, is present by its sunshine throughout the
universe.

Although the Lord has His particular abode in which to reside, He is
all-pervasive. The impersonalists accept one aspect of the Lord’s
features, the all-pervasive aspect, but they cannot understand His
localized situation in His transcendental abode, where He always engages
in fully transcendental pastimes. Especially mentioned in this verse is the
word akhanditotsavam. Utsava means “pleasure.” Whenever some fune-
tion takes place to express happiness, it is called utsava. Utsava, the ex-
pression of complete happiness, is always present in the Vaikunthalokas,
the abode of the Lord, who is worshipable even by demigods like
Brahma, to say nothing of other, less important entities such as human
beings.

The Lord descends from His abode to this world, and therefore He is
called avatara, which means *“‘one who descends.” Sometimes avatdra is
understood to refer to an incarnation who assumes a material form of
flesh and bone, but actually avatdra refers to one who descends from
higher regions. The Lord's abode is situated far above this material sky,
and He descends from that higher position; thus He is called avatdra.

TEXT 32
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mayad yathaniktam avadi te hareh
krtavatdrasya sumitra cestitam

yatha hiranyaksa udara-vikramo
mahd-mrdhe kridanavan nirdkriah

mayd—by me; yathd—as; aniktam—told; avadi—was explained;
te—to you; hareh—of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; krta-
avatdrasya—who assumed the incarnation; sumitra—0 dear Vidura;
cestitam—the activities; yathd—as; hiranyaksah—Hiranyaksa; uda-
ra—very extensive; vikramah—prowess; maha-mrdhe—in a great
fight; kridana-vat—like a plaything; nirdkrtah—was killed.

TRANSLATION

Maitreya continued: My dear Vidura, I have explained to you the
Personality of Godhead’s coming down as the first boar incarna-
tion and killing in a great fight a demon of unprecedented prowess
as if he were just a plaything. This has been narrated by me as [
heard it from my pred spiritual t
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PURPORT

Here the sage Maitreya admits that he explained the incident of the
killing of Hiranyiksa by the Supreme Personality of Godhead as a
straight narration; he did not manufacture anything or add interpreta-
tion, but explained whatever he had heard from his spmtual master.
Thus he aweptel:l as bona ﬁ.de the syatem of parampard, or receiving the
tr in Unless received by this
bona fide process of heanng from a spiritual master, the statement of an
dedrya or preceptor cannot be valid.

"It is also stated here that although the demon Hiranyaksa was un-
limited in prowess, he was just like a doll for the Lord. A child breaks so
many dolls without real endeavor. Similarly, although a demon may be
very powerful and extraordinary in the eyes of an ordinary man in the
material world, to the Lord, killing such a demon is no difficulty. He can
kill millions of demons as simply as a child plays with dolls and breaks
them.

TEXT 33
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silta uvdca
iti kausdravakhydtam
dsrutya bhagavat-katham
ksattdnandam parar lebhe
mahd-bhagavato dvija

stitah—Sita Gosvimi; wuvdca—said; iti—thus; kausdrava—from
Maitreya (son of Kusaru); akhyatam—told; dsrutya—having heard;
bhagavat-katham—the narration about the Lord; ksatta—Vidura;
dnandam—bliss; param—transcendental; lebhe—achieved; maha-
bhagavatah—the great devotee; dvija—0 brahmana (Saunaka).

TRANSLATION

Sri Sita Gosvimi continued: My dear brahmana, Ksatta
[Vidura] the great devotee of the Lord achieved transcendental
bliss by hearing the narration of the pastimes of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead from the authoritative source of the sage
Kaugarava [Maitreya], and he was very pleased.

PURPORT

If anyone wants to derive transcendental pleasure by hearing the
pastimes of the Lord, he must hear from the authoritative source, as ex-
plained here. Maitreya heard the narration from his bona fide spiritual
master, and Vidura also heard from Maitreya. One becomes an authority
simply by presenting whatever he has heard from his spiritual master,
and one who does not accept a bona fide spiritual master cannot be an au-
thority. This is clearly explained here. If one wants to have transcenden-
tal pleasure, he must find a person with authority. It is also stated in the
Bhagavatam that simply by hearing from an authoritative source, with
the ear and the heart, one can relish the pastimes of the Lord, otherwise
it is not possible. Sandtana Gosvami, therefore, has especially warned
that one should not hear anything about the personality of the Lord from
the lips of a nondevotee. Nondevotees are considered to be like serpents;
as milk is poisoned by a serpent’s touch, so, although the narration of the
pastimes of the Lord is as pure as milk, when administered by
serpentlike nondevotees it becomes poisonous. Not only does it have no
effect in transcendental pleasure, but it is dangerous also. Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu has warned that no description of the pastimes of the Lord
should be heard from the Mayavada, or impersonalist, school. He has
clearly said, mayavadi-bhdsya sunile haya sarva nasa: if anyone hears
the Mayavadis interpretation of the pastimes of the Lord, or their in-
terpretation of Bhagavad-gitd, Srinmd-BMgam:nm or any other Vedic
literature, then he is doomed. Once one is associated with impersonalists,
he can never understand the personal feature of the Lord and His tran-
scendental pastimes.

Sita GosvAmi was speaking to the sages headed by Saunaka, and
therefore he addressed them in this verse as dvija, twice-born. The sages
assembled in Naimigdranya hearing Srimad-Bhdgavatam from Sita
Gosvami were all brdhmanas, but to acquire the qualifications of a
brahmana is not everything. Merely to be twice-born is not perfection.
Perfection is attained when one hears the pastimes and activities of the
Lord from a bona fide source.
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anyesamn punya-slokandm
uddama-yasasam satdm
upasrutya bhaven modah
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anyesdm—of others; punya-slokdnam—of pious reputation; ud-
ddma-yasasaim—whose fame is spread everywhere; satam—of the
devotees; upasrutya—by hearing; bhavet—may arise; modah—
pleasure; Srivatsa-artkasya—of the Lord, who bears the mark Srivatsa;
kim punah—what to speak of.

TRANSLATION
‘What to speak of hearing the pastimes of the Lurd whose chest
is marked with Srivatsa, people may take tr ¢

even in hearing of the works and deeds of the devotees, whose
fame is immortal.
PURPORT

Bhagavatam literally means the pastimes of the Lord and the Lord’s
devotees. For example, there are pastimes of Lord Krsna and narrations
of devotees like Prahlida, Dhruva and Mahardja Ambarisa. Both
pastimes pertain to the Supreme Personality of Godhead because the
devotees’ pastimes are in relation with Him. The Mahdabharata, for ex-
ample, the history of the Pandavas and their activities, is sacred because
the Pandavas had a direct relationship with the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

TEXT 35
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yo gajendram jhasa-grastari
dhydyantam carandmbujam
krosantinam karenindm
krcchrato ‘mocayad drutam

yah—He who; gaja-indram—the king of elephants; jhasa—an alliga-
tor; grastam—attacked by: dhydyantam—meditating upon; carana—
feet; ambujam—lotus; krosantindm—while crying: kareninam—the
female elephants; krechratah—irom danger; amocayat—delivered;
drutam —quickly.

TRANSLATION

The Personality of Godhead delivered the king of the elephants,
who was attacked by an alligator and who meditated upon the lotus
feet of the Lord. At that time the female elephants who accom-
panied him were crying, and the Lord saved them from the im-
pending danger.

PURPORT

The example of the elephant in danger who was saved by the Supreme
Lord is especially cited here because even if one is an animal he can ap-
proach the Personality of Godhead in devotional service, whereas even a
demigod cannot approach the Supreme Person unless he is a devotee.

TEXT 36
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tam sukhdradhyam rjubhir
ananya-saranair nrbhih

krtajiiah ko na seveta
durdradhyam asadhubhih

tam—unto Him; sukha—easily; aradhyam —worshiped; rjubhik—by
the unpretentious; ananya—no other; saranaih—who take shelter;
nrbhih—by men; krta-jiah—grateful soul; kah—what; na—not;
seveta—would render service; durarddhyam—impossible to be wor-
shiped; asadhubhkih—by the nondevotees.



TRANSLATION

‘What grateful soul is there who would not render his loving ser-
vice to such a great master as the Personality of Godhead? The
Lord can be easily pleased by spotless devotees who resort ex-
clusively to Him for protection, though the unrighteous man finds
it difficult to propitiate Him.

PURPORT

Every living entity, especially persons in the human race, must feel
grateful for the benedictions offered by the grace of the Supreme Lord.
Anyone, therefore, with a simple heart of gratefulness must be Krsna
conscious and offer devotional service to the Lord. Those who are ac-
tually thieves and rogues do not recognize or acknowledge the benedic-
tions offered to them by the Supreme Lord, and they cannot render Him
devotional service. Ungrateful persons are those who do not understand
how much benefit they are deriving by the arrangement of the Lord.
They enjoy the sunshine and moonshine, and they get water free of
charge, yet they do not feel grateful, but simply go on enjoying these
gifts of the Lord. Therefore, they must be called thieves and rogues.

TEXT 37
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yo vai hiranyaksa-vadham mahadbhutam
vikriditarn karana-sithardtmanah

sSrnoti gdyaty anumodate ‘njasd
vimucyate brahma-vadhad ap: dvijah

yah—he who; vai—indeed; hiranydksa-vadham—of the killing of
Hiranyaksa; maha-adbhutam—most wonderful; vikriditam—pastime;
kdrana—for reasons like raising the earth from the ocean; szkara—ap-
pearing in. the form of a boar; atmanah—of the Supreme Persuna!ity of
Godhead; S$rnoti—hears; gdyati—chants; anumodate—takes pleasure;
afjasd—at once; mmucyate—bewmeu freed brahma-vadhat—from
the sin of killing a brdhmana; api—even; dvijdh—0 brahmanas.

TRANSLATION

O brahmanas, anyone who hears, chants, or takes pleasure in the
wonderful narration of the killing of the Hiranyaksa demon by the
Lord, who appeared as the first boar in order to deliver the world,
is at once relieved of the results of sinful activities, even the kill-
ing of a brahmana.

PURPORT

Since the Personality of Godhead is in the absolute position, there is no
difference between His pastimes and His personality. Anyone who hears
about the pastimes of the Lord associates with the Lord directly, and one
who associates directly with the Lord is certainly freed from all sinful ac-
tivities, even to the extent of the killing of a brakmana, which is con-
sidered the most sinful activity in the material world. One should be very
eager to hear about the activities of the Lord from the bona fide source,
the pure devotee. If one simply gives aural reception to the narration and
accepts the glories of the Lord, then he is qualified. The impersonalist
philosophers cannot understand the activities of the Lord. They think
that all His activities are mdya; therefore they are called Mayavadis.
Since everything to them is mayd, these narrations are not for them.
Some impersonalists are reluctant to hear Srimad-Bhagavatam, although
many of them are now taking an interest in it just for monetary gain. Ac-
tually, however, they have no faith, On the contrary, they describe it in
their own way. We should not hear, therefore, from the Mayavadis. We
have to hear from Siita Gosvami or Maitreya, who actually present the
narrations as they are, and only then can we relish the pastimes of the
Lord; otherwise the effects on the neophyte audience will be poisonous.

TEXT 38
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etan mahd-punyam alam pavitrar
dhanyan yasasyan padam ayur-asisam
pranendriyanam yudhi Saurya-vardhanam
ndrdyano ‘nte gatir anga Srmvatdm

etat—this narrative; mahd-punyam— conferring great merit; alam—
very; pavitram—sacred; dhanyam—conferring wealth; yasasyam—
bearing fame; padam—the receptacle; dyuli—of longevity; dsisam—of
the objects of one’s desire; prana—of the vital organs; indriyanam—of
the organs of action; yudhn—on the field of battle; saurya—the
strength; vardh increasing; nardyanah—Lord Nardyana; ante—

at the end of life; gatih—shelter; anga—0 dear Saunaka; §rnvatdm —of

those who listen.
TRANSLATION

This most sacred narrative confers extraordinary merit, wealth,
fame, longevity, and all the objects of one’s desire. On the field of
battle it promotes the strength of one’s vital organs and organs of
action. One who listens to it at the last moment of his life is
transferred to the supreme abode of the Lord, O dear Saunaka.

PURPORT

Devotees are generally attracted by the narratives of the pastimes of
the Lord, and even though they do not prosécute austerities or medita-
tion, this very process of hearing attentively about the pastimes of the
Lord will endow them with innumerable benefits, such as wealth, fame,
longevity and other desirable aims of life. If one continues to hear
Srimad-Bhagavatam, which is full of narratives of the pastimes of the
Lord, at the end of this life, one is sure to be transferred to the eternal,
transcendental abode of the Lord. Thus hearers are benefited both
ultimately and for as long as they are in the material world. That is
the supreme, sublime result of engaging in devotional service. The begin-
ning of devotional service is to spare some time and listen to Srimad-
Bhagavatam from the right source. Lord Caitanya Mahdprabhu also
recommended five items of devotional service, namely to serve the devo-
tees of the Lord, to chant Hare Krgna, to hear Srimad-Bhagavatam, to
worship the Deity of the Lord and to live in a place of pilgrimage. Just
performing these five activities can deliver one from the miserable con-
dition of material life.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Nineteenth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “The Killing of the Demon
Hiranydksa.”

CHAPTER TWENTY
Conversation Between Maitreya and Vidura

TEXT 1

i I
W AW q e 9g: |
FARAEE ST AR 1 2 1)

Saunaka uvdca
mahim pratisthdm adhyasya
saute svayambhuvo manuh
kiny anvatisthad dvarani
margdyGvara-janmanam

saunakah—Saunaka; uvdca—said; mahim—the earth; pratistham—
situated; adhyasya—having secured; saute—0 Sita Gosvami; sudyam-
bhuvah—Svayambhuva; manuh—Manu; kani—what; anvatisthat—
performed; dvdrani—ways; mdrgdya—to get out; avara—later; jan-
mandm—of those to be born.

TRANSLATION
Sri Saunaka inquired: O Siita Gosvami, after the earth was again
situated in its orbit, what did Svayambhuva Manu do to show the
path of liberation to persons who were to take birth later on?
(continued in next issue)
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THE VEDIC

Transcendental Commen

REPEAL DRUG
PROHIBITION?

by Mathure$a dasa

oosely organized gangs of youths in

heir teens and twenties are running
multi-million-dollar businesses in North
American cities. They’re selling heroin,
marijuana, PCP, hallucinogens, and, es-
pecially, crack cocaine. Gang leaders,
some of whom deal directly with Colum-
bian producers and smugglers, can buy a
kilo of cocaine for $10,000. That kilo yields
10,000 bags of crack, and a bag of crack
sells on the street for $25.

The profits are enormous, but so is the
danger. In Los Angeles, which has thou-
sands of gangs and an estimated 70,000
gang members, there were close to four
hundred gang murders in 1987. Uzis, AK-
47 assault rifles, and other military and
paramilitary weapons are common in
gang arsenals.

The drug gangs are thus often better fi-
nanced than the police assigned to com-
bat them. Law enforcement officials
around the country are admitting that
massive attempts to suppress the drug
trade have been ineffective, and many ex-
perts are likening the rise of drug gangs to
the rise of the Mafia during the Prohibi-
tion, the principal difference being that
the Mafia was far less violent,

The comparison to Prohibition is tell-
ing, because it hints that officials don’t
believe suppression will ever work. The
demand forillicitdrugs todayis as greatas
or greater than the demand for illicit alco-
hol during Prohibition, and history tells
us that the smuggling of alcohol contin-
ued until Prohibition was repealed. So al-
though noone hascomerightoutandsaid
it, the message is clear: the solution to
the illegal drug trade may be to repeal
drugprohibition and putdrug salesunder
government control.

Therepeal of Prohibition is notthe only
precedent for this kind of if-you-can’t-
beat-'em-join-"'em course of action. The
lotteries now promoted by many state gov-
ernments were originally introduced, at
least in part, as a solution to numbers
rackets and other illegal gambling. Pro-
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ceeds from state lotteries now go to worthy
causes like medical care for the elderly
and public education instead of into the
pockets of criminals. So it could be argued
thatstate-run drug sales would put violent
gangs out of business, and that the pro-
ceeds from drug sales could go toward
arming the police instead of the gangs.
Vedic authorities would agree that sup-
pression alone is rarely successful. Be-
cause we are eternal souls, part of God, or
Krsna, who is the supreme soul and the
reservoir of pleasure, it is our nature to
seek ever-increasingenjoyment. When, in
illusion, we identify with our material

bodies, which are only temporary vehicles
for the soul, we mistakenly look for that
unlimited pleasure in our bodies. To this
end, the illusioned soul has among his
tendencies a predilection for four kinds of
bodily activities: intoxication, sex, meat-
eating, and gambling,

Because pleasure-seeking itself is im-
possible to suppress, the Vedic literature
“legalizes” these four activities, though to
a very limited degree. But because these
apparently pleasurable pursuits put the
soul further into bodily illusion, and thus
further from the unlimited pleasures of
self-realization, Vedic legalization should
never be construed as encouragement or
approval. On the contrary, so-called legali-

zation is meant to restrict and ultimately
eliminate the activity in question.

Giving even limited sanction to harm-
ful activities is a dangerous business. The
Srimad-Bhagavatam records that Narada,
a great Vedic sage, strongly reprimanded
Vyasadeva, the compiler of the Vedic lit-
erature, for giving too much attention to
regulated, or legalized, sense enjoyment.
Narada told Vyasadeva:

Thepeoplein general are naturallyinclined
to [bodily enjoyment], and you have en-
couraged them in that way in the name of re-
ligion. Thisis verilycondemned and is quite
unreasonable. . .. They will accept such
activities in the name of religion and will
hardly care for the prohibitions.

Legalization alone, whether by Vedic
authority or by currentstate governments,
is really no better than suppression alone,
because in the long run legalization will
be taken as a stamp of approval for
activities that are in fact criminal. State
lotteries may benefit schoolchildren and
the elderly, but they also infect everyone,
including schoolchildren and the elderly,
with gambling fever. The legalization of
drugs would cut the bottom out of the
gang-based drug market, but could also
create an Orwellian nightmare—an entire
society in drugged stupor.

But although legalization of drugs
would by itself spell government-
sponsored degradation, the principal cul-
prit in such degradation would not be a
demonic Big Brother state, as Orwell
would have it, but rather our own extreme
poverty of spiritual knowledge and spiri-
tual pleasure. While reprimanding Vyasa-
deva, Narada further instructed him:

You have not actually broadcast the sub-
lime and spotless glories of the Personality
of Godhead. That philosophy which does
not satisfy the transcendental senses of the
Lord is worthless.

Ontheotherhand, thatliterature which is
full of descriptions of the transcendental
glories of the . . . unlimited Supreme Lord
[will bring about] a revolution in the impious
lives of the world’s misdirected civilization.

So according to Narada, the missing
factor in both the prohibition and legali-
zation of sense enjoyment is the glorifica-
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tion of the Supreme Lord, the satisfaction
of His senses, which is the most pleasur-
able of all activities. Vyasadeva therefore
responded to Narada’s instructions by
writing the Srimad-Bhagavatam, a work
dedicated entirely to describing the
glories of the Supreme Lord.

Vedic regulations, unlike current drug
prohibition, are never meant as ends in
themselves, but only as means to decrease
ourillusion and awaken usto higher spiri-
tual pleasure. The Bhagavad-gita explains:

Though the embodied soul may be re-
stricted from sense enjoyment, the taste for
senseenjoymentremains. But,ceasingsuch
engagements by experiencing a higher taste,
he is fixed in consciousness.

We may impose restrictions on sense
enjoyment, in this case on intoxication,
but those restrictions do not dull our de-
sire, or taste, for sense pleasure. Our de-
sires are changed, revolutionized, only
when we experience a higher taste.

That the higher taste exists in the prac-
tice of devotional service to Krsna is evi-
dent from the fact that thousands of West-
ern Krsna conscious devotees easily
accept the highest levels of Vedic regula-
tions, which forbid intoxication of any
sort, including even coffee, tea, or ciga-
rettes. This is not a case of suppression.
Devotees have experienced a superior
pleasure and thus readily follow scrip-
tural laws against intoxication to elimi-
nate their former bad habits and increase
their spiritual enjoyment.

But whether or not one accepts that
Krsna consciousness is the higher taste,
the principle remains that suppression of
drugsis futile, and legalization harmful, if
you have nothing better to offer. So you
may prohibit or you may sanction, but to
phase outdrug use altogether, you have to
offer drug users and dealers a superior
form of enjoyment.

THE MAHABHARATA
ON-STAGE—BUT OFF
by Nayanabhirama dasa

he great Sanskrit epic Mahabharata
is the longest book in world litera-

ture, longer than the Bible, the Iliad, the
Odyssey, and the Tales of King Arthur com-
bined. Because the Mahabharata revolves
around Krsna, for years we devotees of
Krsna used to fantasize: “If only Holly-
wood could make a movie of the Maha-
bharata—howwonderful it would be!” We
thought Steven Spielberg could directand
arrange for special effects. Devotees even
prompted the actress Hayley Mills to pre-
sent the famed director with a copy of the
Mahabharata. And an actor who knew of
our idea told Spielberg that the Hare
Krsna devotees would like him to direct a
movie of one of their stories. Butthe kitsch

“What is night for all beings is the time of awaken-
ing for the self-controlled; and the time of awaken-
ing forall beings is night for the introspective sage.”

—Lord Krsna (Bhagavad-gita 2.69)

meister clearly wasn’t interested, replying
thathe knew we’d been after him for years,
butthathe had his own storiesin his head.
So much for that dream.

Although the Mahabharata still hasn’t
made it to Hollywood, it has made its ap-
pearance in Western theatre in a big way
with the nine-hour production by Peter
Brook and Jean-Claude Carriere. Unfor-
tunately, despite the grandeur of the pro-
duction, it lacks the essential ingredient
of devotion to Lord Krsna. For devotees,

therefore, it is a disappointment.

The Mahabharata is a compendium of
Vedic philosophy and history. Centering
on the global battle between the Pandava
brothers and their cousins the Kurus, the
Mahabharata is basically a struggle be-
tween the forces of good and evil. At the
core of the epic lies the Bhagavad-gita, a
pre-battle dialogue between Lord Krsna
and His devotee the warrior Arjuna.

The Gita contains the essence of the Ve-
das, or transcendental knowledge. And
although interpreters of the Grta often re-
duce its message to a homily to perform
one’s duty, its actual, essential message is
to render loving service (bhakti) unto
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head. The nine-hour stage adaptation of
the Mahabharata by Peter Brook and
Jean-Claude Carriere is a prominent ex-
ample of missing this essential point. Of
course, this is not surprising, since in the
Gita itself Krsna tells Arjuna that its most
confidential message cannot be under-
stood by those who are not devoted to
Him. Although both Brook and Carriere
are eminently qualified dramatists, being
nondevotees they could not penetrate into
the mysteries of the Gita and, hence, the
Mahabharata as a whole. By their own ad-
mission, they could not comprehend the
transcendental position of Krsna.

In the introduction of the published
script, Carriere reveals his bewilderment.
He confesses, “Krsna presented us with a
special problem . . . man or god? It is ob-
viously not up to us to decide. Any theo-
logical truth, controversial by its very
nature,isclosed tous—ouraimisacertain
dramatic truth.” Although admitting his
ignorance of Krsna, he did notrealize that
by not understanding the supremacy of
Krsna, he missed out on the dramatic
truth as well. Without understanding
Krsna’s position as the prime mover of the
Mahabharata (what to speak of His being
the primal cause of all causes), and with-
out understanding the great bond of love
between Arjuna and Krsna, one cannot
understand the Mahabharata.

What spoils the Brook/Carriere pro-
duction is precisely this, that Krsna is de-
picted as an ordinary mortal—not only is
He not given any special costume or
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Getting the Picture of God

This is a continuation of a conversation be-
tween His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada and reporters in Mel-
bourne, Australia, on June 29, 1974.

Reporter 2: Your Divine Grace, the vari-
ous scriptures I've read refer often to the
life breath. They say the breath comes di-
rectly from God, so one path of yoga is to
concentrate on the breath and then on
God.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. There are various
kinds of airwithin the body, and the soulis
within the heart, floating on those airs. So
one preliminary form of yoga has to do
with controlling those airs. At the time of
death, the idea is to elevate the soul from
the heart to the brahma-randhra, a small
opening at the top of the head. From there
the soul goes out to any planet he desires.
Naturally he’ll desire to go to a spiritual
planet, where he can live without material
miseries and in association with God.
That is the goal of yoga. But here in your
country, yoga means a certain type of
physical exercise. Yes.

Reporter 3: And this path of devotional
yoga or bhakti-yoga that you teach—thisis
the path for this time, this age?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Bhakti-yoga is the
real yoga. You'll find in Bhagavad-gita that
when the Lord describes the yoga system,
He says, yoginam api sarvesarh mad-
gatenantar-atmand/ Sraddhavan bhajateyo
mar sa me yuktatame matah: “The first-
class yogr is he who is always thinking of
Me [Krsna] within himself and rendering
transcendental loving service to Me.” The
bhakti-yogt is the first-class yogi. So these
students of ours are being taught how to
think of Krgna always, twenty-four hours
a day, without any stop. And that is first-
class yoga.

Reporter 3: To think about something,
don’t you first have to see it?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Reporter 3: Well, are you showing your
disciples Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Certainly.
Reporter 3: Then what is Krsna?

Srila Prabhupada: Ask my disciples. They
have already seen Krsna. Ask them.
They’ll tell you what Krsna is. But let me
ask you, as before: if they give realized in-
formation about Krsna, will you acceptit?
Reporter 3: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada [motioning]: Then see.
Here is Krsna.

Reporter 3: But that’s a painting.

Srila Prabhupada: That s a painting. Sup-

pose a painting of you were there. Could I
not say, “Here is Mr. Such-and-such”?
Reporter 3: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Then what is the wrong
there?

Reporter 3: Well, to paint me, the artist
would have to see me.

Srila Prabhupada: No, first of all, are you
in your picture or not?

Reporter 3: Yes, I am.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Similarly, Krsna is
in His picture. But the difference is that
people cannot talk with your picture, but
we can talk with Krsna’s picture. That is
the difference.

Reporter 3: But some of these pictures of
Krsna seem a bit different.

Srila Prabhupada: No. We are speaking of
the basic principle. Krsna’s blackish-
bluish colour is there. Krsna’s flute is
there. Krsna’s peacock feather is there.
These things are described in the $astra,
the scripture. So these paintings follow
the actual form of Krsna described in the
scripture.

Now, take even a painting of yourself.
One man may paint your face a little dif-
ferently from the way another man paints
it. Buton the whole, your form is the same,
and of course, it does not depend on the
painter’s conception. So Krsna's form is
not dependent on the painter’s concep-
tion but on the description of His features
giveninthescripture. Since Krsnais abso-
lute, He and His picture are nondifferent.
Reporter 3: Butif a painter were to painta

picture of me or anybodyelse, firsthe’d di-
rectly study the subject—a living subject.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. In this case, also,
the subjectisliving. Krsnaisliving, and in
the scripture He is described: “Krsna’s
colour is bluish. In His hand Krsna has
gotaflute. Krsnahas gota peacock feather
on His head.” And wi-bhanga-lalitam:
“Krsna stands gracefully, His form curv-
ing in three places.” Tii-bhanga means
that when He stands, in three places His
form curves. You see. Syamarh tri-bhanga-
lalitam niyata-prakasam: “Krsna’s grace-
ful dark-bluish, threefold-bending form
is eternally manifest.” These are the de-
scriptions given in the Vedas. And for
instance, from these descriptions my stu-
dents have painted so many pictures.
From these descriptions I have simply
given hints that “This picture should be
like this.” So they take note and make the
pictures, and people very much appreci-
ate our pictures. So you can paint pictures
by consulting the scriptural authority—
the Vedas—and those who have studied
the Fedas. Thatis what we are doing. If you
are intelligent, you can make genuine pic-
tures of God like that.
Reporter 3: But still, somebody must have
seen Krsna to actually paint Him.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. People have seen
Krsna. Forinstance, when Krsna was pres-
ent on this earth, so many people saw
Him. Ever since then, people have builtso
many temples. And by worshiping the De-
ity in their temples, they are regularly
worshiping Krsna’s form—just as it is de-
scribed in the Vedic literature and as the
people centuries ago saw personally.
Reporter 3: But has anybody now actually
seen Krsna? Now?
Srila Prabhupada: How can someone see
Krsna now? One has to see through the
parampara, the disciplic succession that
began with those who saw Krsna. You
may not have seen your grandfather. How
do you know what he was like? How do
you know? Your grandfather and his
father you have not seen. How do you
know anything about them?
Reporter 3: By your parents’ telling you.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Your father has
seen your grandfather. Although you may
not have seen him, still, your father can
describe all about your grandfather. “My
father was like this, like this, and like
this.” What is the difficulty? So therefore,
you have to receive knowledge from the
authorities, the disciplic succession. EJ
(To be continued.)
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make-up to differentiate Him from the
other actors, but He is portrayed as a
cunning and unscrupulous partisan.
Granted, Krsna does sometimes display
trickery, but it must be understood in the
context of His transcendental position as
the Supreme Lord. Whereas the Gita re-
veals Krsna as the summum bonum, and
the highest morality as acting to please
Him, in the Brook/Carriere stage version
of the Mahabharata, Krsna is just another
mysterious character.

Queen Kunti, Krsna’s aunt and the
motherofthe Pandavas, spoke of the com-
mon man’s misunderstandingof Krspain
the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.8.19, 29):

You are invisible to the foolish observer,
exactly as an actor dressed as a player is not
recognized. . . . O Lord, no one can under-
stand Your transcendental pastimes, which
appear to be human and are so misleading.
You have no specific object of favor, nor do
You have any object of envy. People only
imagine that You are partial.

Brook, like the “foolish observer” of Kun-
ti’s prayer, was also unable to recognize
Krsna, and thus he had the Lord dressed
as an ordinary man.

In his introduction to the published
script, Brook credits his initial interest in
the Mahabharata to his having attended
a demonstration of Kathakali dance in
Paris. He found the enactment of the epi-
sodes from the Mahabharata so strange
that “I could only guess at something
mythical and remote, from another cul-
ture, nothing to do with my life.”

Fascinated by the story nonetheless,
Brook was inspired to adapt it for the
stage. But he never tried to understand
the inner meaning of the Mahabharata.
Rather, in an effort to make the story rele-
vant to his own life—and, by implication,
to modern man—Brook reduced the
Mahabharata to a parable about nuclear

weapons and the fate of the human race.

True, there is some similarity between
the nuclear weaponry of our day and the
brahmastra weapons described in the
Mahabhdrata. But there is also a great dif-
ference. The brahmastra would affect only
a predetermined, individual target. It
would not indiscriminately annihilate
millions of innocent civilians. The eti-
quette of the Vedic martial class (ksatriyas)
was such thatonly other warriors could be
killed, and only during daylight. No itchy
fingers could surreptitiously “press the
button.” And the brahmastra could be re-
leased only by one who was qualified by
being thoroughly versed in the subtle
science of sound.

According to the accounts of the Maha-
bharata itself, 640 million soldiers died in
the eighteen-day Battle of Kuruksetra. Yet
however shocking such an incomprehen-
sible mortality statistic may be, what
Brook, Carriere, and other nonbelievers
fail to appreciate is that the whole battle
was arranged by Lord Krsna just torid the
earth of demonic kings and to establish
the righteous as the rulers of the world.

Krsna takes greatpainsin the Gita to ex-
plain to Arjuna how such “killing” on the
battlefield was inevitable and not at all
lamentable. The eternal soul can neverbe
killed, Krsna explained; only the tempo-
rary, changing body is killed. Brook and
Carriere, along with most people in the
materialistic West, apparently have no
understanding of this fundamental truth.
Of course, Krsna’s encouraging Arjuna to
fight on the battlefield should never be
taken as justification for killing. Even the
unnecessary killing of an antis forbidden
in the Vedic literature.

By attempting to relate the Battle of
Kuruksetra to the plight of modern man,
Brook has misconstrued the important
message of the Bhagavad-gita and the
Mahabharata. Yet Bhagavad-gita is rele-

vant to modern man—because its mes-
sage, though spoken to a particular person
ataparticulartime in a particular place, is
universal and timeless. The message spo-
ken by the Supreme Personality of God-
head, Lord Sri Krsna, is that we should
return to our original, constitutional po-
sition as His devotees. He wants everyone
tolove Him, worship Him, and serve Him
by whatever God-given talents he or she
may possess. In other words, if Peter
Brook wants to make Bhagavad-gita rele-
vant to his life, he should produce plays
that glorify God and deal with man’s rela-
tionship with Him.

Onedramacritichas suggested thatone
should not go to the Brook/Carriere pro-
duction of the Mahabharata seeking spiri-
tual enlightenment, just as one would not
watch Cecil B. de Mille’s movie The Ten
Commandments to learn about the Bible.
But that needn’t be the case. Even if the
audience doesn’t share in the values and
beliefs presented onstage, if the perform-
ers believe and are committed to raising
the consciousness of the audience, their
performances can produce that effect.

Brook himselfadmitsthe shortcomings
of his production. As he once said in an
interview, “The pinnacle of the Maha-
bharata is the Bhagavad-gita, but in our
production we don’t present it or have it
spoken—we just have Krsna whisper it to
Arjuna. You don’t get cured in a theatre!
But if you want to go further, there is the
Gnta . . . and the whole rest of your life to
continue your search.”

Bravo! But, I ask, why not get cured in
the theatre? Why not get cured of the illu-
sory bodily conception of life? Theatre
has traditionally been a place for enlight-
enment, instruction, and purification. Why
not bring theatre back to its roots? If the
masses will notread the Gitd orcannotun-
derstand it, why notputits real message on
stage, video, and cinema screens?

FREEDOM

(continued from page 8)
spiritual mode of pure goodness. Within
thethree modes, 1 alsohave some freedom
to choose the mode I prefer. I can, by prac-
tice, develop in my life the mode of good-
ness, the mode of passion, or the mode of
ignorance.

The Bhagavad-gita describes the differ-

ent kinds of work, knowledge, determina-
tion, happiness, food, charity, faith, and
so on characteristic of each mode. So we
have some freedom, in other words, to
choose which mode will dictate our de-
sires. And if we like, we can take credit for
our successes in fulfilling those dictated
desires. But in any case, if I choose to
maintain my false ego, I must serve the
modes within the cycle of birth and death.

I may also, however, choose to develop
the mode of pure goodness through the
practice of bhakti in the association of
pure devotees of Krsna. If I thus choose
to revive my original Krsna conscious-
ness, then I gradually regain my pure sta-
tus as an eternal servant of Krsna, free to
render Him varieties of devotional service
with the full cooperation of His deathless
spiritual nature. £3

REFLECTION

(continued from page 5)

God. You cannot understand God, or
Krsna, without being His faithful servant.
This is the secret. If we become His faith-
ful servantunder the guidance of a proper
spiritual master, we can understand Krsna
and His loving affairs with Radharani,

and we can understand Lord Caitanya.
These things will all be revealed.

This knowledge is not acquired by
mundane efforts. That is not possible.
Svayam eva sphuraty adah: Krsna will re-
veal Himselfwhen Heis pleased with your
service. Supposeitis dark outside and you
want the sunshine. That is not possible.
But in the morning, when the sun comes

out automatically, the darkness is dissi-
pated. Similarly, knowledge of Krsna will
automatically be revealed to us if we serve
Him faithfully. So we should always re-
main faithful servants of Krsna,and when
He is pleased by our service He will reveal
Himself to us. Otherwise, it is not possible
to understand Him.

Thank you very much. £3
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

“Save Earth Now!”

For as long as there has been civiliza-
tion on this planet, human beings
have been abusing the earth. Thinking
themselves lords over all they survey,
they have taken without restriction
whatever they desire for sense gratifica-
tion, without considering that in the fu-
ture there may be nothing left. Whole
species have been killed, rivers and seas
ruined, and the air polluted with pois-
onous waste. It seems only a matter of
time before mankind destroys its habi-
tat and that of all other creatures.

Sri ISopanisad describes man’s proper
relationship to the earth: “Everything
animate or inanimate that is within the
universe is controlled and owned by the
Lord. One should therefore accept only
those things necessary for himself,
which are set aside as his quota, and
one should not accept other things,
knowing well to whom they belong.”
Clearly, this philosophy must be ap-
plied not only to individuals but also to
governments. In the purport to this
verse, Srila Prabhupada says that there
can be no peace if countries claim
proprietorship over the resources of na-
ture. “If they do not recognize the
proprietorship of the Supreme Lord, all
the property they claim as their own is
stolen. Consequently, they are liable to
punishment by the laws of nature.” The
possible agents of punishment are innu-
merable. The earth can be destroyed by
nuclear bombs, or slowly choked to
death by fumes.

The earth, which is God’s energy,
supplies all creatures, each taking from
it according to his particular body. But
among the species, human beings have
a responsibility toward the earth. Man
is the big brother of all other creatures.
As it states in the Bible, man has “do-
minion” over all the animals. Although
many persons take this to mean that
they can kill other species, a devotee of
Krsna understands that “dominion”
means that man has the responsibility
to protect all life on earth and to allow
the different creatures to take from the
earth what they need. If everyone takes
only what is needed, this will guarantee
the proper relationship between the
planet and those who dwell on it. By
Lord Krsna'’s grace, there is enough for
everyone, but when there is misuse and
the balance is disturbed, everyone’s life
is endangered.

We can find few modern examples of
peoples who live in a healthy relation-
ship with the earth. Native Americans,
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as they lived prior to the invasion of the
white man, are among those who main-
tained a sane relationship with nature.
They did not consider themselves pro-
prietors of the land, for they believed
that the land belonged to the Great
Spirit, who provided it for their use.
They were religious and believed that
all things in nature were regulated by
gods. Their religion was primitive in the
sense that they prayed for material
things, such as rain. A relationship with
God based on personal maintenance is
not the highest form of religion. But at
least the native Americans lived in har-
mony with their environment, in a God
conscious way.

The Krsna conscious devotee, con-
cerned for all living entities, naturally
advocates a proper relationship with the
earth. Although devotees are transcen-
dentalists and aspire to go back to the
eternal kingdom of God, a spiritual
planet, they still care about the earth. It
is here that we must develop our God
consciousness. And unless we live here
peacefully, we will not be able to pursue
spiritual life.

To prosecute God consciousness on
earth, as well as to attain ecological bal-
ance, devotees recommend living sim-
ply. The Bhagavad-gita states, annad
bhavanti bhatani parjanyad anna-
sambhavah: All living beings subsist on
food grains, and food grains come from
the rain. According to Vedic knowledge,
grains grow because of rain, and rain
comes from yajAa, or sacrifice per-
formed in the course of executing one’s
duties as taught in the Vedas. Certainly,
everyone lives on the earth and takes
his foodstuffs from the earth. Even
meat-eaters depend on food grains,
since the animals they eat live off the
grains. Therefore industry is not as im-
portant as growing food. Man can actu-
ally solve his economic needs just by
living on a little land and keeping cows.
Living simply in relation with the land
creates a natural balance between our-
selves and the earth and encourages us
to take only what we need.

The principle of yajAa, sacrifice,
points up another relationship the
Krsna conscious devotees have to the
earth. The first major newspaper cover-
age of Srila Prabhupada and the Hare
Krsna movement in America appeared
in a New York City newspaper, the East
Village Other, with the headline “SAVE
EARTH NOW!” A photo with the arti-
cle showed Srila Prabhupada and the

devotees chanting in Tompkins Square
Park, New York. The editors, whether
they meant it seriously or in fun, were
saying that Prabhupada had come to
preach a message to save the world.

In fact, by performing kirtana (the
chanting of God’s names), which is the
prescribed yajiia for this age, the earth
can be saved. As Srila Prabhupada has
written in a Srimad-Bhdgavatam pur-
port, “Ultimately, we have to depend on
the production of the field and not on
the production of the big factory. The
field production is due to sufficient
rain. Sankirtana-yajia must therefore be
performed to save us at least from scar-
city of food supply.”

Chanting the holy names of God is
the best method of serving Krsna and
pleasing ourselves. As food comes by
yajia, so by chanting Hare Krsna peo-
ple are getting food. We still must plow
the earth, but if the earth is plowed and
there is no God consciousness, there
will be scarcity. By the public chanting
of Hare Krsna, which is sankirtana-
yajia, devotees are trying to safeguard
the population from hunger and other
difficulty.

The atheist will scoff at the idea
that there is a relation between praise of
God and natural production, but when
there is a severe drought, the atheist can
bring hundreds of tractors into the field,
and he can bring forth all modern tech-
nology, but he cannot produce food.
And when leaders lack God conscious-
ness and deny that all creatures are
God’s offspring, they do not allow for
fair distribution of food among the
people of the earth.

Sankirtana-yajfia also means distribu-
tion of knowledge. By this yajia, devo-
tees are performing the most important
welfare activity. Some people think that
the Hare Krsna devotees would be do-
ing better if they worked in some other
way to help the social condition. But
pleasing God is the most important
thing, and if everyone did it, so many
problems would be solved.

People are taking unnecessarily from
the earth and upsetting its natural bal-
ance. They should learn from Krsna
what their quota is, and they should not
take more than they need. Although the
situation on earth is already critical, it
is still not too late, provided we turn to
a sane and spiritual relationship with
the earth and among human beings.
The current mismanagement of earth’s
resources will only end in ruin. —SDG



“The process of going back home, back
to Godhead, is to hear about the Supreme
Lord and His name, form, attributes, pas-
times, paraphernalia, and variegatedness.
Foolish people do not know this. They
want to hear something about the name,
form, etc., of everything temporary, and
they do not know how to utilize this pro-
pensity of hearing for the ultimate good.”
—From Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.2, purport)

by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada
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