Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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literature, and these are now
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wide. Meanwhile, traveling
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molded his international society
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away in 1977 in Vrndavana, India,
the place most sacred to Lord
Krsna. His disciples are carrying
forward the movement he started.

BACK ToO GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.
When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes
he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge
to society at large and to educate all peoples in the
techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.
3. To bring the members of the Society together

with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the
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members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarikirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

To erect for the members and for society at large
a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

With a view toward achieving the aforementioned
purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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BEGINNING OF
KNOWLEDGE

Though we may be decorated with diplomas and degrees,
our real knowledge begins on the spiritual plane.

A lecture in Mexico City on February 12, 1975

by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

na tv evaham jatu nasam
na tvari neme janadhipah
na caiva na bhavisyamah
sarve vayam atah param

“Never was there a time when I did notex-

ist, nor you, nor all these kings; nor in the

future shall any of us cease to be.”
—Bhagavad-gita 2.12

I< rsna began His teaching to Arjuna

by chastising him: “You do not
know anything, but you are talking as if
you are a learned man.” This is the defect
of persons without spiritual knowledge.
They are proud of their learning, their
knowledge, their degrees.

When Sanatana Gosvami approached
Caitanya Mahaprabhu,* he first of all
presented himself as a person without
knowledge. Sanatana Gosvami was from
a very aristocratic brahmana family. He
was a very learned scholarin Sanskritand
Urdu, yet still he presented himself before
Caitanya Mahaprabhu as a foolish man.
He said, dapandra hitahita kichui na jani!
gramya-vyavahare pandita, tai satya mani:
“These common men say thatI am a very
learned pandita, butl am such arascal that
I do not know who I am.”

*Lord Caitanya is Krsna Himself in the role of
His own devotee. He appeared in India five
hundred years ago to teach love of God through
the chanting of the Hare Krsna manira.
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Thisisthe position of everyone. You ask
any learned scientist or professor, “Who
are you?” He'll say, “I'm Mr. John; I'm
American.” Or “T am Mexican™; or “I am
Indian.” Sothisisignorance. Nooneishis
body. That is the first lesson of spiritual
knowledge. As long as we identify with
this body, thinking, “I am Mr. Such-and-
such”; “I am American”; “I am Indian”—
this is all ignorance. When you actually
understand that you are not this body—
that you are not American or Indian or
Mexican but that you are spirit soul—
then your spiritual education begins. In
Sanskrit this understanding is called
aham brahmasmi: “1 am spirit soul.”

The spirit soul has no connection with
this material world. When one fully un-
derstands this fact—that the spirit soul is
different from this material world—then
he’s actually learned. He is said to be situ-
ated in the brahma-bhita stage. The symp-
tom of one on the brahma-bhiita stage is
prasanndatma: he becomes jubilant, jolly.
Aslong as one identifies with this body, he
will be unhappy, full of anxiety.

Bhagavad-giia begins with this point.
One should know that he is not this ma-
terial body. That knowledge is lacking at
the present moment throughoutthe whole
world. Everyone is identifying with the
body, just as the animals are. Therefore
Krsna chastised Arjuna: “You have an
animalistic concept of life, and still you
are speaking like a very learned scholar.

PHOTO BY MURALIVADANA DASA

No learned scholar laments on account
of this body.”

Itissaid in Bhagavad-gita, dhirastatrana
muhyati. Dhira means “one who is sober
by education™; he is not disturbed. Just
like when a man dies, his relatives lament.
They cry, “My father is gone; my father is
no more.” Or, “My son is no more.” Butifa
person s a little sober, he can understand,
“I am lamenting that my father is gone,
but he’s not gone. He’s lying on the bed.
Then why am I saying he’s gone?”

Orsome friend mightask, “Why are you
lamenting, ‘My fatheris gone™? Heis lying
here.” But still he mightsay, “No, he’s not.
He may be lying there, but he’s gone.”

That is the puzzle: he’s lying there, and
he’s gone. What is this contradiction?
That is the point to understand about the
soul.

The son is crying, “My father is gone.”
That means he never saw his father. He
saw the body only. But at the time of his
father’s death, he understands that his
fatheris notthis body: heisthesoul. When
we come to the understanding that every
one of us—although we may be in differ-
ent bodies—are not these bodies but are
spirit souls, then our actual knowledge
begins.

Now Krsna is describing the nature of

Srila Prabhupada speaks on Bhagavad-gita at
ISKCON's Mexico City temple in February
1975.






the soul. He says that whenever we sit
down together, we say “I,” “you,” or “he.”
There cannot be more that these three. 1
cansay “1,” I can say “you,” and I can say
“he.” So Krsna says in this verse, na tv eva-
ham jatu: “Neither I, nor you, nor he—
none of us—waseverborn, because we are
not these bodies.”

Birth takes place for the body, not for the
soul. Itis described here that the soul does
not take birth. It is not that he was not ex-
isting in the past but now has taken birth.

It is not like that—that the soul did not
exist in the past but now he’s existing.
There are some philosophers who think
like that. They think that the living symp-
tom was not existing before, and that by
the combination of matter the living force
is there. But thatis not the fact. The living
being is there, and therefore the life symp-
toms are there in the body. Therefore
when a man dies, because we do not know
about the living force, we cry that our
father or our son has gone.

We should acquire knowledge from the
authority. Krsna is the authority. He says
to Arjuna, “All of us—you, I, and all the
others who have come to join this fight-
ing—it is not that we did not exist in the
past. We all existed in the past, we are ex-
isting now, and after so-called death, oraf-
ter quitting this body, we shall still exist.”

Now the question will be, “How shall I
exist? As an American? An Indian? As
something else?” That is a very intelligent
question. First of all we have to under-
stand thatI, you, every one of us existed in
the past. So howdid I existin the past, and
how shall I exist in the future? The past is
past; thatis gone. Butnow I am existing as
ahuman being, and itis my duty to under-
stand howIshall existinthe future. Thatis
intelligence. If we do not prepare for the
next life, then we are animals.

In human society there is education.
The father gives education to the child,
thinking abouthis future. But the cats and
dogs do not give any education, neitherdo
they knowthe meaningofeducation. That
isthedifference between the humanbeing
and the animal.

Soifweare noteducated in the matter of
understanding what our future will be,
then we are no better than the animals.
But we can have thateducation in this hu-
man form of life. That is stated in the
Bhagavad-gita:

yanti deva-vrata devan
pitin yanti pitr-vratah
bhitani yanti bhitejya
yanti mad-yajino ‘pi mam
The process is there. You can prepare for
your next life in this life.
For example, the scientists have at-
tempted to go to the moon, but they could
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not go there. Why could they not go there?
Even on this planet, if somebody goes
from one place to another, he has to make
himselffitto go there. He must know what
the temperature is there so that he can
dress accordingly. And he’ll have to take
permission from the state by obtaining a
visa, a passport, and so on. He will have to
arrange so many things; then he can go.

Itis not that all of a sudden anyone can
come to your country, Mexico, without
arrangement. Similarly, if you want to go
to the higher planetary system, then you
have to make your arrangement in this
life. You cannot go to the moon by force
with your tiny airplane. That is not
possible.

Therefore Bhagavad-gita says, yanti
deva-vrata devan. A man can go to the

f somebody cul-

tivates Krsna
consciousness, he
can go to the spiri-
tual nature. It is
not difficult; you
simply have to
change your mode
of life. To become
Krsna conscious
means to be
pure, to regain
our original, spiri-
tual existence.

higher planetary systems when he has
prepared himself to go there. There are
millions and trillions of planets. Wher-
ever you want to go you can go. The de-
scriptions of these planets are given in the
$astra [scripture].

But there is another description—ofthe
kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is
beyond this material sky. We have to
receive information about where that
spiritual world is. We can receive that in-
formation from Vedic literature. In the
Bhagavad-gita it is said, paras tasmat tu
bhavo 'nyo 'vyakto ‘vyaktat sanatanah:
“There is another nature—the spiritual
nature—which is beyond this material
nature.” The material nature is vyakto
vyaktat, some portion is manifested and
some portion is not manifested. We getin-
formation from Bhagavad-gita that the

spiritual nature is beyond this manifested
and unmanifested cosmic situation.

So Krsna, the supreme authority, says,
yantimadyajino 'pi mam. If somebody cul-
tivates Krsna consciousness, he can go to
the spiritual nature. Itis not difficult; you
simply you have to change your mode of
life. To become Krsna conscious means to
be pure, to regain our original, spiritual
existence.

We are pure as brahman, as spirit soul,
but because we have been contaminated
by the material modes of nature, our con-
sciousness is now different. On accountof
different consciousness, there are three
classes of men. One class of men are very
intelligent, one class of men very passion-
ate,and one classof men fools and rascals.

So to understand your promotion to
the spiritual world, you have to become a
first-class man. “First-class man™ means
brahmana. A brahmana is truthful; he is
self-controlled; heissimple; heistolerant.
There are nine qualifications to become a
first-class man. The preliminary qualifica-
tion is that you should not become sinful.
Instead of becoming sinful, you should
become pious by following these four regu-
lative principles: no illicit sex, no meat-
eating, no intoxication, and no gambling.

The first principle is no illicit sex. That
is forbidden. Sex is not forbidden, but
illicitsex is forbidden. That is not very dif-
ficult. Everyone wants sex; thatis a neces-
sity of the body. As we want to eat, as we
want to sleep, similarly there is sex desire.
But if you want to become a first-class
man, then don’t have illicit sex. Do not
have sex except in marriage.

Therefore in human society there is
marriage, not in the dog society. Sex
within marriage and according to regu-
lative principles is not prohibited. That
means anyone who follows these rules
and regulations becomes purified and pi-
ous. Without becoming purified and pi-
ous you cannotunderstand God. Itis said,
therefore, in the Bhagavad-gita [7.28]:

yesam tv anta-gatam papar
Jjananari punya-karmanam

te dvandva-moha-nirmukta
bhajante mam drdha-vratah

A person who is completely free from sin-
ful activities canbecome a devotee, alover
of God.

This Krsna consciousness movementis
teaching human society how to become
purified. There is no such restriction that
this man can be purified, that man cannot
be. There is nothing like that. Everyone
can be purified if he so desires.

So immediately we may not be able to
become purified as itis prescribed—noil-
licit sex, no meat-eating, no gambling, no

(continued on page 35)
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LOST

MEMORIES

How much can we rely on past-life recall

as proof that we lived before?

by KUNDALI DASA

ch: is one of those truth-is-stranger-
than-fiction stories you sometimes
hear about. On Christmas Day, 1986,
Anne McDonnell was at home in Larch-
mont, a New York City suburb, when a
muted knock came on her front door. She
opened the door and lo! there stood her
husband, who had mysteriously disap-
peared fifteen years before.

Jim McDonnell looked much older
than when she’d last seen him, in March
1971, but Anne readily recognized him.
After she got over the shock of seeing Jim,
Anne cried tears of joy. Then she listened
in awe to Jim’s story.

In the weeks priorto his disappearance,
Jim had had a series of mishaps in which
he badly bumped his head four or five
times. A few times he fell down, and one
time he suffered a concussion when he
sneezed and his car went out of control
and hit a utility pole. The concussion put
him in the hospital for three days.

The evening he disappeared he had re-
turned a borrowed car and had set out for
home fifteen minutes away on foot. When
hehadn’tshownupathomeanhouranda
halflater, Anne got worried and called the
police.

The search for Jim McDonnell lasted
months. Jim’s wallet, with all his identifi-
cation cards, was found in the borrowed
car, but Jim had vanished without a trace.
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Regular searches at the morgues pro-
duced nothing. As the months turned into
years, Anne all but gave up hope of ever
seeing her husband again.

What had happened to Jim? On his way
home that fateful evening in 1971, fifty-
year-old Jim McDonnell blacked out.
When he came to, he could remember
nothing of his past. The present was his
only reality. He had no clue to his identity
or his home.

Somehow Jim ended up in Philadel-
phia, a city he had never visited. There he
took a name—James Peters—off a bill-
board. He landed a job as a short-order
cook in a luncheonette. After a year he
joined the Knights of Columbus and the
American Legion and became an active
member of the Catholic Church. The
years rolled by. Jim’s new friends won-
dered about his past, but out of considera-
tion they didn’t pry. One friend concluded
that he was either an ex-priest or an ex-
criminal.

Then, on December 22, 1986, three
months shy of fifteen years since he’d left
home, Jim fell and bumped his head. The
next day he fell and bumped his head
again. On the next day, Christmas Eve,
Jim awoke elated. His memory was back.
He knew who he was—a postal worker
from Larchmont, New York, the husband
of Anne McDonnell. On Christmas Day

he ended the journey he’d started fifteen
years earlier.

Jim's story is not a first. There are others
like it on record. I chose to tell it here
because stories like his help answer a
question people often raise about reincar-
nation: “If I lived before, why can’t I re-
member my previous life?”

This question is usually raised by per-
sons dubious of the soul's existence,
persons who believe that we are these ma-
terial bodies. They have no understand-
ing of the difference between the soul and
the body. They can’t understand that the
“1,” or the self. is different from the body,
that while the body undergoes constant
change from infancy to childhood, youth,
old age, and finally death, the self remains
unchanged.

Neither can they accept Krsna’s state-
ment that when the body dies. the death-
less soul simply changes bodies, just as we
discard old garments and put on new
ones.

They want proof of reincarnation, and
if they could recall a certifiable past-life
memory, that would be sufficientprooffor
them. A provenrecall would leave no mar-
ginfordoubtthattheylived a previouslife.

My point, however, is that on this im-
portant question people give undue em-
phasis to the role of memory. No doubt
having conscious recall of a previous life
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would pave the way for conviction about
reincarnation, but not having past-life
recollections is no proof that we didn’t
have previous lives. For fifteen years poor
Jim experienced total loss of memory in
this very life. His story is proof that
one’s inability to dredge up certifiable
past-life memoriesis no argument against
reincarnation.

I’'ve met people who cling to this point
about not remembering their past lives as
if memory were a fail-safe faculty we all
have. The truth is, few of us, if any, can
remember exactly what we were doing at
this time a year ago, what to speak of pro-
ducing a moment-by-moment account of
the entire year or ten years ago or the first
two years of ourlife or the months we lived
in the womb. Why then should we expect
to remember events even prior to that?

It’s true that a growing number of peo-
ple claim to have revived past-life memo-
ries by using hypnosis, and some of these
memories are quite sensational. But there
are a number of alternative explanations
for that phenomenon. In fact many care-
ful researchers believe that past-life
memories apparently revived under
hypnosis are nothing more than combi-
nations of thoughts, memories, and fanta-
sies lodged in the subconscious,

More compelling, but extremely rare,
are accounts by persons who claim to
have past-life memories in their normal
waking state of consciousness. Some of
these accounts have been carefully docu-
mented. Although these cases have been
too rare to sway the majority, twenty-three
percent of American adults and twenty-
seven percent of British adults believe in
reincarnation.

Why are there so few cases of persons
who have past-life memories in their ordi-
nary consciousness? No one really knows
for sure. There could be a variety of reas-
ons. Srila Prabhupada gave one. He said
that the trauma of birth erases our
memories of the past, or at least buries
them so deeply in the subconscious that
we can’t revive them on the conscious
level. After hearing how Jim’s trauma
erased his memory, one can see the merit
in this explanation.

Ultimately, whatever the reasons we
may not recall our past lives, if we could
realize once and for all that not having a
past-life memory does not disprove rein-
carnation, we could more easily under-
stand the scheme of reincarnation. And
understanding reincarnation is impor-
tant, because rejection of reincarnation is
tacit rejection of the soul’s existence: indi-
rectly one asserts that the material body is
all in all. But this doesn’t hold up when
one applies logic and reason.

Everyone knows that matter is inert,
lifeless. If you start with an atom and keep
adding atoms, building and building, on
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up through the most complex combina-
tions of molecules and compounds, at no
point will you find a particular combina-
tion that generates the phenomenon we
call consciousness or life.

Even without sophisticated scientific
degrees, we can understand this because
we all know it—matter is lifeless.

So where does life come from? What
is it?

The logical answer is that life is anti-
material, or spiritual; it is not material.
Though we may not know all the details
about the spiritual nature, still, by process
of elimination, once we admit that life
cannotbe the resultofchemical combina-
tions, we must conclude that the spiritual
nature exists.

Naturally, we can’t expect to apply ma-
terial procedures to learn more about the

ust as in the

early morning,
even before we can
see the sun, we see
evidence of it by
seeing the sun's
rays on the hori-
zon, similarly when
we perceive con-
sciousness—the
“rays” of the
soul—we can un-
derstand that the
soul is present.

antimaterial nature. After all, why should
we assume that the antimaterial nature
would play by the same set of rules that
govern the material nature?

For hundreds of years we in the West
have relied on material science to either
verify or disprove the spiritual nature’s
existence; we've been ignorant of the
alternative to material science: spiritual
science.

Besides being unaware of the spiritual
science, some of us have an almost un-
reasoning faith in material science, a faith
similar to the unreasoning and revolting
kind some people in the religious commu-
nity display. We're so dependent on sci-
ence and so conditioned by it that any
thought of deviating from or disagreeing
with its claims scares us, even in areas
where the mundane scientific world view

cannotapply. Some ofushavelostour free
thinking to it. We’re afraid to shrug off its
dogmas, step outside of it’s hold, and take
a look for ourselves. We're afraid to use
our own intellects and come to our own
conclusions. For many of us, that’s too he-
retical to consider.

That’s whysome people, ratherthan ad-
mit the logic that consciousness is a non-
material phenomenon, believe that given
time scientists will manufacture life in
their labs. These people have not really
given deep thought to the matter. Their
faith in science is automatic, blind.

That’s one reason why many people
aren’teven mildly interested when there’s
an opportunity to learn something about
the spiritual science—about the soul, re-
incarnation, and the possibility of becom-
ing deathless or going to the spiritual
world. “Spirituality is a myth,” they say.
“It’s not scientific. No one has seen the
soul.”

But of course no one has seen the soul;
it'’s not a material object. Nevertheless we
can understand something about it by its
symptom—consciousness. Just as in the
early morning, even before we can see the
sun, we see evidence of it by seeing the
sun’s rays on the horizon, similarly when
we perceive consciousness—the “rays” of
the soul—we can understand that the soul
is present.

Of course, it's a simple matter to ada-
mantly deny the spiritual nature and not
allow even the theoretical possibility that
an antimaterial, or spiritual, nature can
exist. An owl could do the same with re-
gards to the sun. Such blind disbelief,
however, is no improvement over blind
faith, as they both stem from unreason.

But—and this is a significant point—
are we prepared to go all the way on the
path of denial and write off the testimony
of all the great saints in history as mere
hysterical babble, or perhaps pathologi-
cal lying?

No doubtsome of us will say yes, prefer-
ring to remain card-carrying skeptics,
cynics, and atheists. But some of us will
not. In the interest of such virtues as hu-
mility and modesty and wisdom, and in
the face of good reason, and in some cases
out of a practical consideration that it’s
better to be safe than sorry, some of us will
take to practicing the spiritual science of
Krsna consciousness.

For those people, as they progress on
the path of spiritual realization, and as
they become professors of the spiritual
science, it will become more and more ap-
parent that reincarnation, as Lord Krsna
teaches it in Bhagavad-gita, is the only
system consistent with a definition of ma-
terial nature as temporary and the soul
as eternal. For them, the presence or ab-
sence of past-life memories will hold no
significance. E3



The eternal function of the soul is not to be
a Christian, Hindu, Muslim, or Jew, but to serve God.

Recently a college student told me,
“I don’t believe in organized
religion.”

“Good,” I said, “neither does God.”

In Bhagavad-gita, Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, tells Arjuna,
“Abandon all varieties of religion and
just surrender unto Me.” One might
wonder why God, of all persons, would
tell anyone to abandon religion. The
reason is this: religion, as commonly
understood, gets in the way of the
unique and direct personal relationship
each soul can enjoy with God.

People usually accept religion be-
cause they want something from God,
or because they want to avoid getting
something from God—such as hellfire
and brimstone. Thus religion is com-
monly motivated by selfishness in the

by DRUTAKARMA DASA

form of material hope or fear.
According to the Vedic literature,
religion based on material motives is
not very pleasing to God, who is, after
all, a person. He enjoys through per-
sonal relationships and doesn’t so
much like people approaching Him
with ulterior motives. Even the desire to
attain the promised land—though it
may be in heaven instead of on earth—
is based on ulterior motives: satisfac-
tion of material desires. One might
imagine God asking the selfishly moti-
vated worshiper a question like the one
we used to hear in old movies: “Do you
love me for myself or for my money?”
So when Krsna tells us to abandon
religion and surrender to Him, He
means we must abandon all the artifi-
cial business dealings between the soul

and Himself. Real
spiritual life, there-
fore, according to
Bhagavad-gita, has
very little to do with
what usually goes on
under the name of reli-
gion. And the Srimad-
Bhagavatam begins with
this blunt statement:
“Completely rejecting all
religious activities which
are materially motivated,
this Bhagavata Purana pro-
pounds the highest truth,
which is understandable by
those devotees who are fully
pure in heart.”

The perfection of religion is

(continued on page 13)
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VIDYANANDA DASA

In theVedic Tradition

Tamala Krishna Goswami discusses the power of drama
to convey transcendental emotion.

Tamala Krishna Goswami

Well known in India are Sanskrit classi-
cal dramas devoted to Lord Krsna, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and to
His incarnations and His great devotees.
These dramas, based on the epics
Mahabharata, Ramayana, and Srimad-
Bhagavatam, follow the rules of drama
Jound in the Natya-$astra, the world'’s
oldest manual on playwriting.

Recently Tamala Krishna Goswami, a
senior devotee in the Hare Krsna move-
ment, delved into this storehouse of
dramatic literature and wrote two plays
based on the Sanskrit dramatic form.
Although composed in English, the plays
conform in detail to the requirements of
Sanskrit drama both in subject and in
technique. This interview took place last
June in New York City.

Back to Godhead: What brought
about your interest in the tradi-
tional Indian theater, or Sanskrit clas-
sical drama?

Tamala Krishna Goswami: My interest
in theater began in college with courses
on modern drama. After joining
ISKCON, I approached Srila Prabhu-
pada with the suggestion that I might
write a drama about Lord Caitanya,
and Prabhupada allowed me several in-
terviews in which he sketched Lord Cai-
tanya’s life. But nothing came of that.

Following Prabhupada’s passing
away in 1977, I meditated on the idea of
communicating what I and others had
undergone while serving him during the
final year of his life. I had been his sec-
retary and had kept a detailed diary of
those days. But since Prabhupada had
authorized that his biography be writ-
ten by Satsvarapa Maharaja, I turned
my diary over to him.

Thereafter I wrote Servant of the
Servant, a semi-autobiography based on
the letters Prabhupada had sent me
over the years. I ended that book with
the letters I had received in 1976, still
thinking I'd deal separately with 1977.

After Prabhupada’s biography ap-
peared, I felt even more strongly a need
to present his final activities in a
format that would fully bring out the
tremendous emotional impact they had
on us, It was then that I conceived of
writing in the dramatic genre. I began
reading classical and modern Western
dramas, but I felt dissatisfied because
the approach was either comic or tragic,
and Prabhupada’s departure was
neither. I started searching for a

Evoking spiritual emotions, actors perform Tamala Krishna Goswami's Jagannatha-priva Natakam.
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dramatic style or tradition embodying the
Vedic philosophy of the soul’s eternality
and the meaningfulness of life—as op-
posed to the meaninglessness expressed
in existential dramas—a tradition coin-
ciding with the world view we have in the
Krsna conscious way of life.

Then I remembered the Caitanya-
caritamrta chapter dealing with Srila
Rupa Gosvami's dramas, Lalita-madhava
and Vidagdha-madhava. When I turned to
this reference, I found important dra-
matic works mentioned, specifically Bha-
rata Muni’s Natya-sastra, Rupa Gosvami’s
Naraka-candrika, and Visvanitha Kavi-
raja’s Sahitya-darpana. At this time—Feb
ruary 1984—1I went to India and acquired
some books about Sanskrit drama. The
more I read, the more convinced I became
that I'd found the proper dramatic style to
express our philosophy and the transcen-
dental emotions we devotees feel.

One problem arose, however. In San-
skrit drama the hero cannot die, for then
the play would end in an extremely pain-
ful, disconcerting way. The Sanskrit tradi-
tion never produced a formal tragedy,
though a good case could be 'made that
two dramas by Bhasa are tragic—one
about Karna and the other about Duryo-
dhana. Since the Vedic view of life is not
tragic, the final portion of a full-length
Sanskritdrama should deal with the com-
plete fulfillment of the hero’s desires,
which in Prabhupada’s case was to die a
glorious death. This posed a great prob-
lem for me because I wanted to drama-
tize Prabhupada’s departure, but the
tradition forbade concluding with the
hero’s death. Finally I decided to putaside
writing the drama.

But by this time I'd read more than fifty
Sanskrit dramas and textbooks on the
subject, and I felt I should put that learn-
ingto good use. When I heard Bhakticaru
Swami describe Lord Jagannatha'’s origi-
nal appearance, I thoughtthismightbean
excellent theme for a drama. Using the
Sanskrit tradition 1 had studied, I em-
barked on writing Jagannatha-priya Nata-
kam—The Drama of Lord Jagannatha. [See
“Resources,” page 28.]

After completing that drama and gain-
ingexperience, I was able towrite asecond
drama, entitled Prabhupada-bhakti-rasa,
because I realized it would be possible to
handle the theme of Prabhupada’s final
activities and departure while still main-
taining the traditional dramatic rules.
BTG: It will be interesting to see how you
did that, when the play is published. In
what other respects are you guided by the
Sanskrit dramatic rules?

TKG: The main purpose of drama is to
convey rasa, or taste. That’s the real intent
of both the dramatist and the actors. Riipa
Gosvami lists five primary rasas—
neutrality, servitude, friendship, parental
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affection, and conjugal love—and seven
secondary ones. Other rasdcaryas, or rasa
experts, have made slightly different
categorizations. In any case, all the rasas
an audience experiences, even dread and
ghastliness, become a source of pleasure
because of proper handling and aesthetic
organization. Just as a dinner may have
bitter and sour tastes, not just sweet ones,
similarly a drama including elements of
all the rasas becomes extremely satisfying
to the viewer.

One rasa must dominate, the others
merely assisting. Rasa is conveyed to the
spectators via the emotions portrayed.
The emotions that produce the main
flavor of the play must be excited. Factors
determining the emotions are the charac-
ters, natural expressions, fleeting senti-
ments, and associations (for example, the

raditionally

drama was
meant to be a sup-
plementary part of
the religious ritu-
al—Iless formal than
temple worship but
just as meaningful
because it conveyed
in a pleasant way
the same religious
message.

rainy season is associated with love).
When the viewers grow increasingly
aware of their enjoyment of the emotions,
they taste the rasa, or flavor.

In my Jagannatha drama, vira-rasa, or
chivalry, predominates. In the Prabhu-
pada drama, karuna-rasa, or compassion,
prevails.

TheJagannatha drama took the form of
a nataka, the most extensive form of
drama described by Bharata Muni. He
lists ten main types of drama. The nataka
isthe mostexalted, treatingeitherchivalry
orconjugalloveina full fashion. Since my
second drama dealt with compassion, I
looked for another form, but I concluded
that Prabhupada’s final pastimes re-
quired a full-length treatment. So even
though the main rasa is compassion, I
used the nataka form again.

This has a precedent in Bhavabhuti’s
Uttararama-carita, a very beautiful play
depicting Lord Rama’s lamentation after
Srimati Sita-devi’s departure. In an espe-

cially moving scene Rama returns to the
forest where He was banished with Sita
and recalls places they visited. Bhava-
bhuti rendered Sita as being undera spell,
rather than as having disappeared into
the earth, so she is able to be present with
Rama invisibly. Seeing her beloved hus-
band swooning with grief in separation
from her, Sita also feels heart-breaking
emotions. By her unseen touch she con-
tinually revives Rama, and the audience,
seeingthem lament and hearing their dia-
logue of warm reminiscences, experi-
ences karuna-bhakti-rasa, the heightofthe
emotion of compassion.

BTG: Since the Sanskrit tradition in-
cludes many kinds of fine literature and
philosophy, why are you concentratingon
drama to get your message across?
TKG: Scholars within the Sanksrit tradi-
tion consider drama to be the most com-
plete artistic form. Bharata Muni not only
defines the laws governing ideal literary
creation but precisely delineates how
each work of dramatic literature should
be performed. The combination of litera-
ture, musical performance, and visual
representation makes the dramatic art a
rich and powerful source of both delight
and instruction. Gary A. Tubb, the chair-
man of the departmentof Sanskritand In-
dian Studies at Harvard University, dis-
cusses the value of creative literature to
convey philosophical truths in his fore-
word to my book Jagannatha-priya Nata-
kam. T'll read you part of his comments:

Ofcourse, there are works of other types that
alsointend to instruct us and that may seem
to do so more directly. The most famous ex-
planation of differences in how these works
operate is given by Abhinavagupta, the au-
thor of an influential commentary on the
Natya-sastra. The authoritative scriptures,
hesaid, educate usin a very straightforward
way, after the fashion of a master, by giving
us unequivocal commands. And the works
of traditional history edify us more gently,
after the fashion of a thoughtful friend, by
putting before us examples of the actions of
others in the past and of what fruits befell
those actions. But the works of fine litera-
ture instruct us in the most irresistible way,
after the fashion of someone we love, by giv-
ing us so much joy that we are scarcely
aware of an underlying purpose.

BTG: You already mentioned Riipa Go-
svami, an important figure in the modern
Vaisnava tradition. Of what special useful-
ness is the theater to devotees of Krsna?
TKG: Ripa Gosvami was learned in the
Natya-sastra and other ancient manuals
of aesthetics and used the concepts of
classical dramaturgy to explain the Vais-
nava system of the five main rasas as
moods of religious emotion. He illus-
trated those religious feelings in his
dramatic compositions.
A Vaispava’s entire life should be a
(continued on page 26)



RELIGION

(continued from page 9)

serving God with devotion. But Krsna
says in the Gita: “In the minds of those
who are too attached to sense enjoyment
and material opulence, and who are be-
wildered by such things, the resolute de-
termination for devotional service does
not take place.”

In devotional service, which awakens
love of God, one gets pleasure from one’s
relationship with God, rather than from
any material or spiritual benefit one can
extract from God by good behavior or
prayer. Therefore Srila Prabhupada
states, “Devotional service to the Lord has
nothing to do with the material con-
ception of bodily comfort.”

Of course, religion ascommonly under-
stood does have its place in human life. In
most cases praying to God for material
benefits is certainly a step up from dog-
eat-dog competition for material gratifi-
cation. Unfortunately, because such
religion is motivated by the desire to sat-
isfy the senses, when the senses are
satisfied religion is rejected, as history has
shown us.

WhenIwasinhighschool,Ilivedin Eu-
rope with my military family. During va-
cations I would travel, and I noticed that
in many famous European towns the
dominant building is the medieval cathe-
dral, a reminder of a more religious age.

Now I live in southern California, and
the biggest buildings in the new metro-
politan skylines are the impersonal,
glass-surfaced bank buildings. As Srila
Prabhupada states, “Man is thriving eco-
nomically, so at present he is not very in-
terested in religion. Churches, mosques,
or temples are now practically vacant. . . .
This practically provesthatreligionis per-
formed for some economic gains” (Bhag.
1.1.2, purport).

Thisis notreal religion. In The Science of
Self-Realization, Srila Prabhupada states,

Primarily, religion means to know God and
tolove Him. Thatis religion. Nowadays, be-
cause of a lack of training, nobody knows
God, what to speak of loving Him. People
are satisfied simply going to church and
praying, “O God, give us our daily bread.”
In the Srimad-Bhagavatam this is called a
cheating religion, because the aim is not to
know and love God but to gain some per-
sonal profit. . . . The title “Hindu,” “Mus-
lim,” or “Christian” is simply a rubber
stamp. None of them knows who Godisand
how to love Him.

If God is worshiped at all, it is gener-
ally only as the invisible cosmic order-
supplier for human demands in this
world or the next. Until I learned about
devotional service by reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books, I had a similar un-
derstanding of God—the unknown per-

son to whom I sometimes prayed for the
satisfaction of my material desires.

The cure for this misconception lies in
coming to a proper understanding of our
own identity and God’s. As for our iden-
tity, the Bhagavad-gita teaches that we are
not our temporary, material bodies; the
real self is the soul within the body. The
soul is by nature eternal, blissful, and full
of knowledge and is meant to enjoy a di-
rect, personal relationship with God,
Krsna, who perfectly reciprocates the
spiritual loving feelings of each soul
Krsna,whohasatranscendental personal
form, is continuously visible to perfectly
self-realized souls.

In pure consciousness there is no ques-
tion of being Hindu, Christian, Muslim,
Jewish, or Buddhist. Krsna and the lover
of Krsna simply exist for each other, each

he essence of

religion has
little to do with
ritual and reward,
repentance and
salvation—it has
to do with the
“naked soul” expe-
riencing direct, per-
sonal love for God,
without desiring
anything in return.

constantly appearing in the other’s heart.
In Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.4.68) Krsna says:

sadhavo hrdayarih mahyam
sadhanarh hrdayari tv aham

mad-anyat te na jananti
naharn tebhyo manag api

“The pure devotee is always within the
core of My heart, and I am always in the
heart of the pure devotee. My devotees do
not know anything else but Me, and I do
not know anyone else but them.”

In Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna states,
sarvasya cahari hrdi sannivistah: He is situ-
ated inthe hearts of all livingbeings as the
Paramatma, or Supersoul. He also states,
mamaivamso jiva-loke: all souls are part of
Him. When one correctly understands
these facts, one can relate equally with all
living things. Srila Prabhupada states,

Since the individual soul is part and parcel
of the Supreme Lord, in that sense the Lord
is living in every body, and, as Supersoul,

the Lord is also present as a witness. In both
cases the presence of God in every livingen-
tity is essential. Therefore persons who pro-
fess to belong to some religious sect but who
donotfeel the presence of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead in every living entity,
and everywhere else, are in the mode of

1Enorance. —Bhag. 3.29.22, purport

Herein lies the key to solving the ever-
presentproblem of interreligious strife. In
ignorance one thinks in terms of “my reli-
gion” and “your religion.” But persons on
higherlevels of spiritual realization make
no such distinctions.

When the soulisstripped of all designa-
tions and coverings, it displays its funda-
mental nature as a loving servant of God.
Srila Prabhupada once said:

We are spirit souls—we are pure. But as
soon as we leave the spiritual world and
come in contact with these material bodies,
our consciousness becomes covered. ...
Andthisis why peopleare fighting. They are
wrongly identifying with the body and
thinking, “lam German,”“I am English,”“1
am black,” “T am white,” “T am this,” “I am
that”—so many bodily designations. These
bodily designations are impurities. And so
we see that sometimes artists make statues
thatare naked. In France, for example, they
regard nakedness as pure art. Similarly,
when you come to the “nakedness” of the
spirit soul—without these bodily designa-
tions—that is purity. . . . “I am a spirit soul,
part and parcel of God.”

And as part and parcel of God, our busi-
ness is to love Him.

So the essence of religion haslittle todo
with ritual and reward, repentance and
salvation—it has to do with the “naked
soul” experiencing direct and personal
love for God, withoutdesiring anythingin
return.

The process for entering into a direct
loving relationship with God is called
bhakti-yoga, the yoga of devotion. The
principle of bhakti-yoga is not faith or be-
lief but actual experience. The soul en-
gaged in bhakti-yoga can come into full
and direct contact with Krsna.

Thisis the ultimate purpose of yoga—to
link the individual soul with Krsna in a
relationship of pure devotional service.
Srila Prabhupada states, “The common
religion of all classes of human beings,
regardless of whosoever . . . one may be,
is devotional service. Religious affiliation
in terms of different countries and cul-
tural circumstances is obviously not the
common religion of the human being;
rather, the basic principle is devotional
service” (Bhag. 2.8.18, purport).

Devotional service is the characteristic
function of the naked soul. In Srila
Prabhupada’s introduction to Bhagavad-
gitaAsItIs, he describes devotional service
as sandtana-dharma, the eternal occu-
pation of the self:
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The English word religion is a little differ-
ent from sandtana-dharma. Religion conveys
the idea of faith, and faith may change. One
may have faith in a particular process, and
he maychange this faith and adopt another,
but sanatana-dharma refers to that activity
which cannot be changed. For instance,
liquidity cannot be taken from water, nor
can heat be taken from fire. Similarly, the
eternal function of the eternal living entity
cannot be taken from the living entity.
Sandatana-dharma is eternally integral with
the living entity. . . . When Sanatana Go-
svimi asked Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
about the svaripa of every living being, the
Lord replied that the svariipa, or constitu-
tional position, of the living being isthe ren-
dering of service to the Supreme Personality
of Godhead.

Devotional service means using one’s
senses to please the Supreme Lord, in-
stead of prayingto the Lord to satisfy one’s
senses. The focus is on God’s desires in-
stead of one’s own self-centered desires.
Srila Prabhupada writes,

Therefore, from all the evidence the conclu-
sion is that without bhakti, devotional
service, there is no question of religious
principles. God is the central figure in the
performance of religious principles. Al-
mosteverything going on in this world as re-
ligion is devoid of any idea of devotional
service and is therefore condemned by the
verdict of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Without de-
votional service, so-called religious prin-
ciples are only cheating.

—Bhag. 7.11.7, purport

In this unfortunate situation, we have,
as Jonathan Swift wrote in his Thoughts on
Various Subjects, “just enough religion to
make us hate, but not enough to make us
love, one another.”

On the highest platform, religionis one,
because it focuses on the one Personality
of Godhead. If one pure soul is experienc-
ing a direct, personal, loving relationship
with Krsna, and another soul is also expe-
riencing a direct, personal, loving rela-
tionship with Krsna, these souls will
certainly have no grounds for dispute, for
they will recognize their common center
in the same Personality of Godhead.

It is only when there is a lack of direct
experience of God that problems arise.
When there is a lack of information and
experience about who God is and how to
love Him, then sectarian faith and belief
come into play. Such faith and belief arise
from each individual’s mental condition.
And since mental conditions vary, there
will certainly be varieties of faith and be-
lief. Human nature being whatitis, people
generally become very much attached to
their particular faith or belief, so much so
that they become hostile to those with
different faiths and beliefs.

This kind of blind faith, which arises
from incomplete, theoretical imagina-
tions about God, is the root cause of the
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various religious conflicts that now rend
the world. It may come as a surprise to
many that a Krsna conscious person does
not see himself as Hindu (see BTG 22.10).
AHindu sees himself as differentfrom the
Muslims, Sikhs, or Buddhists, and there-
fore we see in India a constant strain be-
tween Hindus and Muslims, and in recent
years between Hindus and Sikhs.

Of course, religious strife is not con-
fined to India. In Sri Lanka the tension is
between Hindu Tamil separatists and the
Buddhist majority. In the Middle East the
Shiite Muslims are engaged in bitter con-
flict with the Sunni Muslims, and the
Sunni and Shiite Muslims with the Israeli
Jews. In Lebanon various Islamic, Chris-
tian, and Jewish forces are entangled in a
bloody, never-ending network of conflict.
And lest we think that religious violence is
a third-world phenomenon, the ongoing
conflict between Protestants and Catho-

t is only when

there is a lack of
direct experience
of God that prob-
lems arise. When
there is a lack of
information about
who God is and
how to love him,
then sectarian faith
and belief come
into play.

lics continues to rage in Northern Ireland.

Srila Prabhupada states, “In Calcutta
during the 1947 Hindu-Muslim riots,
there was more suffering because every-
one was thinking, Tam aHindu’or‘lama
Muslim.” Butif one is advanced in Krsna
consciousness, he will not fight according
to such conceptions. A Krsna conscious
person knows thatheis neither Hindu nor
Muslim but the eternal servant of Krsna.”

Furtheranalyzingsectarianreligion and
distinguishing it from universal spiritual
principles, Srila Prabhupada has stated:

When we are on the material platform, there
are different types of religions—Hindu-
ism, Christianity, Mohammedanism, Bud-
dhism, and so on. These are instituted for a
particular time, a particular country or a
particular person. Consequently there are
differences. . . . The world is anxious for re-
ligious unity, and that common platform
can be achieved in transcendental devo-

tional service. The devotional activities of
the Krsna consciousness movement are
completely transcendental to material
considerations.

—Cc. Madhya 25.121, purport

I've never felt that being in the Krsna
consciousness movement is like belong-
ing to a typical religious organization, be-
cause my vital connection is not with some
bureaucratic entity but with my spiritual
master, Srila Prabhupada, whoservesasa
transparent medium connecting me with
the Supreme Lord, Krsna, and as a life-
long confidential adviser and instructor.
The bona fide spiritual master comes in a
line of disciplic succession, or sampra-
daya, that descends through time from
Krsna Himself, and typically a practi-
tioner of bhakti-yoga will identify himself
asamemberofan authorizedsampradaya.

Of course, it’s natural that persons culti-
vating love of God should associate with
each other and cooperate to systemati-
cally communicate the techniques of
bhakti-yoga to others. Srila Prabhupada
has created the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness to provide oppor-
tunity for its members’ spiritual growth
and cooperation in the service of the Su-
preme Lord, Krsna.

$rila Prabhupada preferred to think of
his International Society for Krishna
Consciousness as “a cultural movement
for the respiritualization of human so-
ciety” rather than as a religion. One of his
disciples once suggested having gold trim
on the pages of his books, but Srila
Prabhupada rejected the idea, fearing
that people would take his transcendental
teachings as sectarian religious literature.

Although Srila Prabhupada founded
many temples, he was not very attached to
having buildings. Like his own spiritual
master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, Srila Prabhupada stated that he
was prepared to sell the marble from the
temples to print books explaining the
philosophyof Krsnaconsciousness. When
temples were established in different
cities around the world, each one was, on
Prabhupada’s instruction, financially in-
dependent. He did not want to create an
overly centralized organization, prefer-
ring instead to emphasize individual
effort and local self-reliance.

To coordinate some of the worldwide
activities of the Krsna consciousness
movement, he created a Governing Body
Commission, butits members were ideal-
ly to meetonlyonce a yearin Mayapur, In-
dia, the birthplace of Lord Caitanya, and
set the movement’s course for the coming
year during a few days of discussion.

Allin all, Srila Prabhupada preferred a
minimum of the centralized administra-
tion that people associate with “organized
religion,” while at the same time he

(continued on page 26)



Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Hare Rama, Hare Rama,

You'd probably never think this picture
shows someone practicing yoga. But
chanting the names of God is actually the
supreme form of yoga. Of course, devotees
chanting Hare:Krsna certainly don’t look
much like yogrs. At least not the kind of yogis
most people think of when they hear the
word. But most people, it seems, have little
understanding of what yoga is really all
about.

Yoga is a Sanskrit word meaning “union.”
India’s ancient Sanskrit literatures, the Vedas,
explain that the purpose of yoga is to purify
our consciousness so that we can re-establish
our eternal relationship with God. The sitting
postures and breathing exercises most peo-
ple associate with yoga are part of a certain
type of yoga system—known as hatha-

Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Rama Rama, Hare Hare

yoga—that was practiced thousands of years
ago. By practicing hatha-yoga, great sages
could completely withdraw their mind and
senses from the material world and, after a
very long time, find God within their hearts.

In this age, though, the Vedas discourage
us from trying to reach God by following the
hatha-yoga system. We just don’t have the
time or the determination. But in another way
we're fortunate, because in this age God, or
Krsna, has come in the form of His holy
name. To associate with Him, we simply have
to chant His name. The goal of yoga, union
with God, is easily attained through chanting
Hare Krsna. And unlike other forms of yoga,
the results come quickly. So, you too can be
a yogi. Just try chanting Hare Krsna—and
feel yourself coming closer to God.
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Text and photos by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

< One need only seek shelter of the
shade of the Lord’s lotus feet. Then
all the material tribulations that
disturb him will be subdued, just as
when one comes under the shadow of
a big tree, the disturbances caused by
the heat of the scorching sun are
immediately mitigated, without one’s

asking for relief.
—Bhag. 6.9.43, purport

[ The fruits and flowers of a tree
seasonally come and go, but the tree
continues to stand. Similarly, the
transmigrating soul accepts various
bodies, which undergo six trans-
Jformations, but the soul remains
permanently the same.

—Bhag. 7.7.18, purport

or nine months last year,

my family and I lived in a
rented house about a mile from
the Philadelphia Hare Krsna
temple. Early each morning I
would walk to the temple to at-
tend the functions there, and
then walk back home, chanting
Hare Krsna on my beads and
relishing solitary moments on
the quiet streets, when I could
appreciate a little of the beauty
of the Lord’s creation. As Srila
Prabhupada writes, Sri Krsna’s
works are “magnificent and
magnanimous. His creations
both material and spiritual are
all wonderful and . . . are full
of opulence, beauty, and knowl-
edge” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
1117, purport).

Most of the photographs on
these pages were taken during
those walks. The quotes that
accompany the photos are
from Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
ripened fruit of all spiritual
knowledge.
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A The demigods . . . are undoubtedly
different forms of the Lord for
execution of different functions, the
different elemental ingredients of
material creation, as well as the
multifarious energies, also may be of
the same Personality of Godhead, but
the root of all of them is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, SrT Krsna.
One should be attached to the root of

everything rather than bewildered by

the branches and leaves.
—Bhag. 2.9.33, purport

18 BACK TO GODHEAD
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A Just as springtime in the present
indicates the nature of springtimes in
the past and future, so this life of
happiness, distress or a mixture of
both gives evidence concerning the
religious and irreligious activities of
one’s past and future lives.

—Bhag. 6147

o If we do not properly execute our
mission of life in self-realization,
nature’s punishment will render us
inactive by putting us in the form of
trees and hills.

—Bhag. 4.22.33, purport

BACKTO GODHEAD
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A Grear personalities of power and
opulence never become proud, and
the example is given that a tree which
is full of fruits and flowers does not
stand erect in pride but instead bends
downwards to show submissiveness.
—Bhag. 4.21.5, purport

A Even the leaves of a tree cannot be
counted by a man, nor can the hairs
on his head. However, foolish men
are puffed up with the idea of
becoming God Himself. . . .

—Bhag. 2.9.10, purport

P The legs which do not move to the
holy places [where the Lord is remem-
bered] are considered to be like tree

trunks.
—Bhag. 2.3.22

BACKTOGODHEAD 21




VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

For Whom

Does Your Garden Grow?

Offering the fruits (and vegetables) of one’s labor

to Krsna is the gardener’s perfection.

by VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

¢« ow do you justify gardening as a

Krsna conscious activity?” Janes-
varT’s friend asked her on the phone. “I
mean, it doesn’t seem like a Krsna-
centered activity. How do you make it
Krsna conscious?”

“I don’t go to great lengths to justify it,”
Janeg$vari said. “On the simplest level, just
by my being fully engaged—tending my
garden and orchard, growing enough to
sustain a family of five, and giving pro-
duce away to numerous friends and

After gathering fresh vegetables from her garden,
Jane$vari-devi dasi (above) will use them as
part of a sumptuous meal she’ll prepare for
and offer to Lord Krsna.

22 BACK TO GODHEAD

guests—I don’t have time to go to movies
orwatchendless TV orengageinanysimi-
larly fruitless activities. At the very least,
gardening protects me from the idle-
mind-devil’s-workshop syndrome.

“I don’t necessarily go outin my garden
and think about the pastimes of Lord
Rama. I think about gardening and I
chant Hare Krsna. But I also find that by
engaging in simple, basic activities, my
whole life becomes simplified, satisfied,
and my Krsna consciousness naturally
grows and prospers. How can you tend a
garden without a belief that there is a su-
preme controller? You can turn on the
sprinkler, but who makes the rain?”

Janesvari’s caller, a newcomer to Krsna

consciousness, wasn't satisfied. After all,
in Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna is explicit:
“Engage your mind always in thinking of
Me”; “Be fully conscious of Me™; “Always
thinkof Mein the formof Krsna and atthe
same time carry out your prescribed
duty . . . With your activities dedicated to
Me and your mind and intelligence fixed
on Me, you will attain Me without doubt.”

Srila Prabhupada is equally explicit:
“We should always try to mold the
activities of ourlives in such a way that we
will constantly remember Krsna. That is
Krsna consciousness, to somehow or
other always think of Krsna, without
forgetting Him under any circumstances.
Actually this is the most basic of all



(Recipes from Janesvari-devi dasi)

Zucchini-Tomato-Cheese Bake

Preparation time: 40 minutes
Servings: 3-4

1 medium to large zucchini

1%4-2 pounds rennetless mozzarella cheese,
unshredded

2 or 3 large tomatoes

fresh basil

2 tablespoons olive oil

salt

pepper

1 cup puréed tomatoes

1. Cut the zucchini in halves or thirds so
that the pieces are as wide as a bread pan.
Then slice each piece lengthwise in Y4-inch
slices. Steam them gently until crisp but ten-
der. Meanwhile, slice the cheese and toma-
toes in Y-inch slices.

2. Pourtheolive oil into the bread pan and
repeatedly layer the zucchini, cheese, and to-
mato slices by standing them on their sides,

moving from one end of the bread pan to the
other. Theresultshould be a pan of red, white,
and green stripes. Snip fresh basil over the
top. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. Pour the

tomato sauce over the top. Cover with foiland
bake at 350° for 20-30 minutes, until the
cheese is melted and bubbly. Offer to Krsna.

Fresh Tomato Soup

Preparation time: 40 minutes
Servings: 4

8 medium-size tomatoes, each cut into 8
pieces

4 tablespoons butter

1 small apple, peeled, cored, and cut into 8
pieces

1 small dried red chili

2 teaspoons fresh ginger, peeled and chopped

14 teaspoon cumin seeds

2% cups water

2 tablespoons whole-wheat pastry flour

Y4 teaspoon sugar

1 teaspoon salt

% cup light cream

2 tablespoons chopped fresh coriander,
parsley, or dill

1. Remove the skins from the tomatoes by
boiling the tomatoes in water for three min-
utes and then plunging them into cold water.
Core the tomatoes.

2. Melt 1 tablespoon of butter in a sauce-
pan over a medium flame. Add the tomatoes,
apple, chili, ginger, and cumin seeds and

.

cook for 1-2 minutes. Pour in % cup of water.
Cover and reduce the flame to low. Cook
gently for 20-25 minutes until the tomatoes
are soft and pulpy.

3. Blend the tomato mixture in an electric
blender with two cups of water.

4. Melt three tablespoons of butter in a
saucepan over a low flame, add the flour and
cook, stirring, for 2-3 minutes. Pour in the
blended tomatoes, stirring as you pour, and
bring to a simmer. Add the sugar and saltand
continue to simmer for no more than 5 min-
utes. Add the cream, being careful not to let
the soup boil, because it will curdle. Remove
the soup from the flame, garnish with the
fresh herbs, and offer to Krsna.

Fresh Apple Cake

Preparation time: 50 minutes
Servings: 6-8

6 tablespoons butter

1 cup sugar

Y4 cup yogurt

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon cinnamon

12 teaspoon nutmeg

14 teaspoon allspice

1% teaspoon ground cloves

1% cups white flour

2 cups raw apples, finely chopped or grated
(no need to peel)

Preheatthe oven to 350°. Grease an 8-inch-
square pan. In a large bowl, beat the butter
and sugar until smooth and add the yogurt,
vanilla, baking powder, baking soda, and
spices. Beat well. Add the flour and continue
mixing. The dough will be stiff. Stir in the
chopped apple. Spread in the pan and bake
for about 35 minutes, until done. Offer to
Krsna warm, with fresh whipped cream.

Cucumber Salad

Preparation time: 10 minutes
Servings: 3-4

1 large cucumber

Y2 cup sour cream

1 cup yogurt

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 tablespoon lemon juice (fresh is best)

1 teaspoon salt

14 teaspoon pepper

Y teaspoon paprika

dash sugar

few sprigs of fresh dill or parsley,
if available

N

1. Combine all the ingredients except the
cucumber. Whisk to mix.

2. Wash and peel the cucumber. Cut it in
half lengthwise. Then cut the halves in half
lengthwise. Now cut each piece into %-inch
chunks. Mix with the other ingredients. Offer
to Krsna.

Eggplant Crispers

Preparation time: 25-30 minutes
Servings: 10-12

2 pounds eggplant

1 tablespoon yogurt

3 tablespoons parsley

Y cup grated cheese

Y cup breadcrumbs or wheat germ
Y4 teaspoon asafetida

1% teaspoon salt

14 teaspoon black pepper

ghee for deep-frying

Peel and cube the eggplant and boil itin a
small amount of water until soft. Drain thor-
oughly and mash. Add all the other ingre-
dients. Form the mixture into 1%2-inch balls.
If necessary, add more wheat germ or bread-
crumbs. Fry the balls in ghee. Drain and offer
to Krsna.

Cauliflower, Peppers, and Tomatoes

Preparation time: 35 minutes
Servings: 4-6

2 or 3 medium-size fresh tomatoes

3 tablespoons ghee (clarified butter)
or olive oil

1 teaspoon oregano

dash asafetida

1 medium-size green pepper, chopped

1%2 cups cauliflower florets

12 teaspoon salt

Y teaspoon pepper

Y2 cup sour cream

1. Remove the skins from the tomatoes by
boiling the tomatoes in water for three min-
utes and then plunging them into cold water.
Core the tomatoes, chop, and set aside.

2. Heat the ghee or olive oil in a medium-
size saucepan over a medium flame. Add the
oregano, asafetida, and green pepper and
sauté for a few minutes until lightly browned.

Add the cauliflower. Stir, coating all the

piecesof cauliflower with the spices, and cook
for 5-6 minutes. Add the tomatoes, salt, and
pepper. Stir well, lower the flame. and cover.

Cook for about 10 minutes, until the cauli-

flowerissoft. Itmaybe necessarytoadd alittle

water. Remove from the flame, stirin the sour
cream, and offer to Krsna.

/

regulative principles.”

Is Jane$vari in illusion when she curls
up in a warm nook in January to pick and
choose from her seed catalogues? Should
someone be counseling her in March,
when she plants the tiny seedsindoors? Or
in June, when she transfers the seedlings

to their outdoor home? And again
throughout the summer months of nearly
endless weeding and harvesting?

I suppose Janesvari’s friend might
think so, but I don’t, because Janesvari is
naturally and honestly following Krsna’s
instruction that all that we do, all that we

eat, all that we offer and give away should
be done as an offering unto Him. She is
convinced that Lord Sri Krsna is the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, thatshe is
His servant, and that her goal is to center
all life’s essential activities around Him.

(continued on page 26)
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NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive SW,, T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Montreal, Quebec—1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E, KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Victoria Ave.,, S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 2]6/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 5.E. Marine Dr., Bumaby V5] 3GB/ (604) 433-9728
RESTAURANT
Ottowa—Govinda's, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460
U.S.A. =
Atlanta, Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon Ave. NLE., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave., Catonsville 21228/ (301) 744-9537
Berkeley, California—2334 Stuart St., 94705/ (415) 644-1113
Boulder, (.olonc[o—gl? Pleasant St., mmz/ (303) 444-7005
Boston, M ts—72 Ci Ith Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Charleston, So. Carolina—1730 Savannah Hwy., 29407/ (803) 763-6959
Chicago, Illinois—1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Crescent City, California— 150 Oak Sr., Rock Creek Sub., 95531
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave,, 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave., 48215/ (313) 824-6000
East Lansing, Michigan—501 Sunset Lane, 48823/ (517) 332-1623
Fullerton, California—2011 E. Chapman Ave., 92631/ (714) 8701156
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rr. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Stm. Rita, 00658/ (809) 737-5222
Gainesville, Florida— 1417/ 1419 NW. 1st Ave,, 32601/ (904) 375-2884
Hartford, Connecticut—1683 Main St., E. Harford, 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—5L Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas— 1320 W, 34th St,, 77018/ (713) 686-4482
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Long Island, New York—197 5. Ocean Ave,, Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los A les, California—3764 Watscka Ave, 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Madmnn. Wisconsin—1149 E. Dayton St., 53703/ (608) 255-8883
Miami, Florida—829 NW. 14 Coure, 32790/ (305) 643-6840
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
New Haven, Connecticut—P.O. Box 435, 06502 / (203) T87-4641
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., 70119/ (504) 488-7433
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brooklyn 11217/ (718) 855-6714
Orlando, Florida—1926 Central Park Ave., 32807/ (305) 275-3181
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215} 147-4600
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave., Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, California—84 Carl Sr., 94117/ (415) 753-8647
Seattle, Washington—3114 E. Pine St,, 98122/ (206) 329-7011
State College, Pennsylvania—103 E. Hamilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: PO. Box 20224, 32304)/ (9%04) 681-9158
Tiampa, Florida—13821 N. 37 St 33613/ (813) 977-0026
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr.,, 90290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, New Jersey— (mail: PO. Box 109, 07082)/ (201) 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Oaklyn Dr., Potomac, Maryland 20854/ (301) 299-2100
FARM {.OMM UNITI ES
C: Mi i (New T: J—Route 2, Box 449, 39426/ (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New anana—mti}—ﬂox 819, Alachun, Florida 32615/ (904) 461-9046
Greenfield, Illinois—Rt. 2, Box 27, 62044 (contact ISKCON St. Louis)
Gurabo, Puerto Rico (New Govardana Hill)—(contact ISKCON Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Gokula)—Rt. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, Tennessee (Muriri-sevaka)—Muriri Project, Re. No. [, Box 146-A, 37359/
(615) 759-7331
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krsnaloka)—P.O. Box 108, 96773/ (808) 595-3947
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Gita-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji's {at ISKCON Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at ISKCON Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd,, Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
Miami Beach—Govinda's (at ISKCON Miami Beach)
St. Louis—Govinda's (at ISKCON St Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—3102 University Ave., North Park, CA 92104/ (619) 284-4827
San Francisco—Govinda's, 86 Carl St.,, 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan 00903/ (809) 725-4885

EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland— 140 Upper D y Lane, Belfast/ 621757
Dublin, Ireland—1 Crow St., Dublin 2/ (01) 773997
London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-3662
London, England (country) —Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 8EP/ (09276) 7244
FARM COMMUNITIES
Lake Island of Inwh Rath—Lisnaskea, County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland/ (365) 21512
London, England— (conmer Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANTS
Dublin, Ireland—Golden Avamr (ar ISKCON Dublin)/ (01) 773997
London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St/ (01) 437-3662
ITALY
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868

International Society forKr

CENTERS AROUN

Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.C. Bl

Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Carania, Sicily/ (95) 522-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (PI)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tei Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Vol 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Fl (Villa Vend, )—Via Cc
Val di Pesa (FI) 50026/ (55} 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda's, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Govinda's, Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-1973
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amsterdam, Holland—Krsna Dham, 225 Ruysdaelkade, 1072 AW/ (020) 751 404
Athens, Greece—Poseidonos 27, llioupoli, 16 345/ 020-751404
Barcelona, Spain— c/de U'Oblit, 6708026/ (93) 347-9933
Bergen, Norway—Storhaugen 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05) 29 05 45
Brusseln, Belgium—49 rue Marché aux Poulets-1000 Bruxelles/ (02) 513 86 05/04
C D k—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 C h (01) 18-43-78
Dudlngen, Switzerland—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 D sllngn.n (FR)/ (037) 43-26-98
thenhun'g, Sweden—Govinda's, Viistra Hamngatn 20, 41117 Gathenburg/ (031) 116166
Grib 1 Korsniis Gard, 140 32 Gradinge/ 0753-29151
ink 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Heidelberg, W. Gi y—Kiirfursten Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Madrid, Spmn—df‘ahln Vidal, 13-28043/(91) 4135-779
Septon, Belgium—Chateau de Petit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Stockholm, Sweden—Fridhemsgaan 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Valencia, Spai =/de Al Cadarso #12, Vedar de Torrente/ (961) 55962
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Liechtensteinstrasse 23/11, 1090 Vienna/ (0222) 512-98-25
Ziirich, Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Ziirich/ (01) 69-32-79
FARM COMMUNITIES
Bavarian Forest (Bayrisher Wald), W. G
(contct ISKCON Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Jirma, Sweden—Almviks Gird, 15300 Jirna/ (46) 755-52068
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Maleantone) TL/ (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New Mayipur) —Lucay-Le-Male, 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—69 Belair Rd., Kingswood, S.A. 5062 (mail: P-O. Box 235, Kingswood)/ (08) 2720488
Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Q.L.D. 4075 (mail: F.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q.L.D. 4066)/ (07) 3791996
Caims—69 Spence St., Cairns, Q.L.D. 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Cairns Mail Centre, Q.L.D. 4870)/
(070) 516946
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3206 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5122
North Sydney—I180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060 (mail: G.P.O. 2766, Sydney 2001)/ (02) 9261164
Perth—129 Barrack St., W.A. 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, W. Perth, W.A. 6005)/ (09) 3289171
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst, N.SW. 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159, Kings Cross, N.SW.
2011}/ (02) 3575162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Lor 11, Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, NSW. (mail: PO. Box 157,
Windsor, N.bw 2765)/ (045) 755184
Murwillumbah (New G dhana)—"Eungella,”
(mail: PO. Box 687)/ (066) 721903
Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, NSW. 2648 (mail: PO. Box 2446,
Mildura, Vicroria 35000/ (050) 278226
RESTAURANTS
Adelaide—Govinda's, 79 Hindley St., Adelaide, 5.A. 5000/ (08) 515258
Melbourne—Crossways, First Floor, 123 Swanston St., Melbourne, Victoria 3000/ (03) 650 2939
Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., Melboume, Victoria 3000/ (03) 650-1578
Sydney—Gaopal's, 180 Falcon St., N. Sydney, N.SW. 2060/ (02) 926164
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCON Sydney)/ (075) 501642
Sydney—Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, 231 Vicroria St., King's Cross, NSW. 2011/ (02) 3575162
NEW ZEALAND AND FIJI
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Huwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course)
(mail: R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckland)/ (9) 4128075
Christchurch, New Zealand—83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 25-190 Christchurch)/ (3) 61965
Labasa, Fiji—Delailabasa (mail: Box 133)/ 82916
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: PO, Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48
Rakira, Fiji—Rewasa (mail: Box 129)/ 94243
Suva, Fiji—PO. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282
Wellington, New Zealand—2 Kensington St., (mail: P.O. Box 2753, Wellington)/ (4) 850876
RESTAURANTS
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St/ (9) 34885
Lautoka, Fiji—Gopal's, Cnr.—Yasawa St. & Naviti S
Suva, Fiji—Cnr.—Pratt St. & Joske St. (opp. Reserve chk]f 314154

AFRICA

Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177)

Abidjan, Ivory Coast—01 BP 8366, Abidjan

Acera, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu)

Buea, Camercon—Southwest Province (mail: /o Yuh Laban Nkesah, P and T, VHS)

Cape Town, South Africa—17 St. Andrews Rd., Rondebosch 7700/ (21) 689 1529

Durban (Natal), S. Africa—Chatsworth Circle, Chatsworth 4030 (mail: P.O. Box 56003)/ (31) 435-815
Freetown, Sierra Leone— 13 Bright St. Brookfields (mail: PO, Box 812, Freetown)
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for Krishna Consciousness

JND THE WORLD

ce A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida
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Johannesburg, South Africa—"Misty Hills," Plot 69, Reitfontein Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 723,
Muldersdrife (Tvl), 1747)/ (11) 666-2716
Harare, Zimbabwe—46 Crowhill Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 2090)/ 8877801
Kitwe, Zambia—3121 Gandhi Close, Bu\-"lnnnshlb" 214-164
Lagos, Nigeria—No. 2 Murtla Moh | Airport Exg
(mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos)
Mauritius—123 Sir Guy Forget Ave.,, Quatre Bornes (mail: RO, Box 108, Quatre Bornes / 46804
Mombasa, Kenya—Hare Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: PO, Box 82224,
Mombasa)/ 312248
Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.O. Box 69, Nkawkaw
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Nagara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi)/ 744365
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligham Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A. 1l
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans Amadi)
Tokoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328)
Warri, Nigeria—1 Ogunu St., Bendel Housing Estate, Ugborikoro (PO, Box 1922, Warri)/ 053-230-262
FARM COMMUNITY
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil
RESTAURANT
Durban, 8. Africa—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Durban)

ASIA
INDIA
Agartala, Tripura—Assam-Agartala Rd., Banamalipur, 799001
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935
Bamanbore, Gujarat—MN.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd.,
Rajkor 360 003)
Bangalore, Karnataka—210 Bellary Road, Sadashiva Nagar, 560 080/ 361 539
Bangladesh, Bengal—Sarkarkhil, Raozan, P.O. Fakir Takia, Chittagong
Baroda, Gujarat—Hare Krishna Land, Gotri Rd., 390 015/ 326299
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—Narional Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 049/ 616 860
Calcutta, W. Bengal—3 Albert Rd., 700 017/ 443757
Chandigarh, Punjab—Hare Krishna Land, Dakshin Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 44634
Chhaygharia (Haridaspur), W. Bengal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, PO. Chhaygharia,
PS. Bongaon, Dist. 24 Paragonas
Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127/ 781 001
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 551018
Imphal, Manipur—Hare Krishna Land, Airport Road, 795 001
Madras, Tamil Nadu—232 Kilpauk Garden Rd., Madras 600 010/ 662286
Mayapur, W. Bengal—Shree Mayipur Chandrodaya Mandir, PO. Shree Mayipur Dham (Dist. Nadia)
Moirang, Manipur—MNongban Ingkhon, Tidim Rd.
Nagpur, Maharashtra—70 Hill Road, Ramnagar, 440 010/ 33513
New Delhi—M-119 Greater Kailash 1, 110 048/ 6412058
Pandharpur, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Asrama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304
Patna, Bihar—Rajendra Nagar Road No. 12, 800 016/ 50765
Pune, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Rd., C:mr 411001/ 60124 and 64003
Silchar, Assam—Ambikapari, Si]char, 788004, Cachar Distrer
Siliguri, W. Bengal—Subash Pally, Siliguri
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd., Jahangirpura, Surar, 395 005/ 84215
Tirupati, A.P.—K.T. Road, Vinayaka Nagar 517 501/ 2285
Trivandrum, Kerala—T.C. 24/1485, WC Hospial Rd., Thycaud, 695 014/ 68197
Vrindavana, U.P.—Krishna-Balaram Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathurd/ 178
FARM COMMUNITIES
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—Ni {a Seva Ashram, Odhav Rd, (near Octioi Naka), Odhav/ 886382
.I\.h.medabad Dusmcl Gujar.;t»—l i1rc Krishna Farm, Katwada (conmct: ISKCON Ahmedabad)
78 Kri Dham, District Gadhachiroli, 442 603
Hyd:rahad A.P.—F.O. Dabilpur Village, Medchal Talue, Hyderabad District, 501 401
Mayipur, W. Bengal—(contacr Mayipur)
RESTAURANTS
Bomhay Maharashtra—Govinda's (at Hare Krishna Land)
i Krishna-Bal Mandir Guesth
OTHER COUNTRIF.S
Bali, Indonesia—Jalan Sagamona 17, Renon, Denpasar
Bangkok, Thailand—139, Soi Puttha-Osoth, New Road/ 233-2488
Chittagong, Bangladesh—Caitanya Cultural Society, Sri Pundarik Dham, Mekhala, Hathazari/ 108
(city office and mail: 23 Nandan Kanan, Chiragong)/ 20-2219
Colombo, Sri Lanka—188 New Cherty St., Colombo 13/ 33315
Hong Kong—27 Chatam Road South, 6/F, Kowloon/ 3 7396818
Jakarta, Ind ia— Yayasan Kesad Krsna Ind JL. Kambaoja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301
Kathmandu, Nepal—Vishnu Gaun Panchayat Ward No. 2, Budh'lmlkamh:!f 4-10368
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot 9901, Jalan Awan Jawa, Taman Yarl, off 5% Mile, Jalan Kelang Lama,
Peraling/ 730172
Manila, Philippines—170 R. Fernandez, San Juan, Metro Manila/ 707410
Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: c/o ISKCON Hong Kong)
Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz-Dehkedeh Ave.,, Kamran St. No. 58/ 658870
Tel Aviv, Israel—[17 B] Gordon St, PO. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480/ 03-238-239
Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 [zumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo TI68/ (3) 327-1541
FARM COMMUNITY
Cebu, Philippines (Hare Krishna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue City/ 83254
RESTAURANT
Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.

LATIN AMERICA
BRAZIL

Belém, PA—Av. Gentil Bittencourr, 1002 (entre Generlisimo e Quintino Bocaitva)/ (091) 222-1886
Belo Horizante, MG—Av. Genrilio Vargas, 167, Funciondrios/ (031) 223-2776
Brasilia, DF—HIGS 706-Bloco C, Casa 29/ (061) 242-7579
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Campo Grande, MS—Rua Carlos Chagas, 32-Caicara
Campos, R]—Av. Bezamath, 35, Pq. Califérnia
Curitiba, PR—Av. 7 de Setembro, 1594, Alto da Rua 15/ (041) 264-6634
Florianépolis, SC—Rua Duarte Schutel, 61-Centro
Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Laurengo, 2114, Aldeota/ (085) 244-7068
Goiania, GO—Rua 88-C, No. 2-Setor Sul/ (062) 241-7492
Manaus, AM—Rua dos Andradas, 465, Centro/ (092) 233-3709
Parto Alegre, RS—Rua Dr. Thimoteo, 753-Moinhos de Vento
Ribeirio Preto, SP—Rua Cerqueira Cesar, 480, Centro
Rio de Janeiro, RI—Ladeira da Gléria, 98, Gléria/ (021) 285-5643
Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adorno, 17, Broms/ (071) 244-1072
Santos, SP—Rua Nabuco de Amgjo, 151-Embaré/ (0132) 21-3596
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP—Rua Parand, 266-Vila Maria
Sido Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798, Ipiranga (mail: C. P. 4855)/ (011) 63-1674
Sio Paulo, SP (Centro Cultural)—Rua Iravurd, 269-Indianapolis
Sorocaba, SP—Rua Cefario Morta, 130, Centro
Vitéria, ES—Rua Chafic Murad, 218, Praia do Sod/ (027) 227-9860
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caruaru, Pernambuco—Distrito de Murici (mail: Rua do Norte, 61, Sala 3, Centra)
Pind h ba, SP (New Gokula)—Bairro Riberao Grande (mail: Caixa Postal 108,
CEP 12 ‘1{'0)"” (0122) 42-5002
RESTAURANT
Belém, Pard (Sri Krsna Prasada)—Av. Gennil Birtencourt, Passagem Mac Dowell, 96 (entre Dr. Momis
e Benjamin Constant/ (091) 222-1886
MEXICO
Guadalajara—Pedro Moreno 1791, Sector Juaresz, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miquel Chapultepee, Mexico, DUF. 18/ (905) 271-0132
Mexico City—Govinda's Cultural Center, Insurgentes Sur 2384-1, Mexico Ciry 01000 D.E/ 548-9323
Monterrey—Zaragoza 1007, nte. Zona centro, 74-69-76
Morelia—Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Marelia, Mich.
Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelns No. 784, Fraccionamienito Reforma/ 50759
FARM COMMUNITY
Tulacingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhomi)— (contact ISKCON Mexico Ciry)
PERU
Arequipa—]Jerusalen 402/ 229523
Cuzeo—San Juan de Dios 285/ 222353
Lima—Pasaje Solea 101 Santa Maria-Chosica/ 910891
Lima—Schell 615 Miraflores
Trujillo—Bolivar 738/ 259523
FARM COMMUNITY
Hare Krishna-Correo De Bella Vista—DFTO De San Martin
RESTAURANTS
Arequipa—(at ISKCON Arequipa)
Cuzco—Espdderos 128
Lima—Schell 634 Miraflores
OTHER COUNTRIES
Bogota, Colombia—Calle 78, #42-05/ 2258412
Buenos Aires, Argentina—Centro Bhaktivedanta, Andonaegui 2054, (1431)
Cali, Colombia—Avenida 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
Caracas, Venezuela—Prolongacién Ave. Las Palmas, Calle Capriles, Quinta Pollita/ 782-1939
Christ Church, Barbados—31 Goodland Park/ (809) 42-84209
Cochabamba, Bolivia—P.O. Box 1988/ 46441
Concepcion, Chile—Nongiien, 588/ 23150
L»érdoba. .Argentlna—Mumcvldn_u 950, Paso de los Andes/ (051) 262219
Crab d Creek, Guy Grant IBO\ Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Cuenca, Ecuador—Pje. Paucarabamba & Gral. Veintimilla Barrio-las-Chirimollas/ (07) 82-93-58
Geurgewwn, Gu}.ana—lé Umriugr Front, West Coast Diemerara
G G \partado Postal 1534
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Velez 1915 (berween Carchi & Tulcan)/ 36-16-47
La Paz, Bolivia—Calle 16 Obrajes 460 (mail: PO. Box 10278)/ 783556
Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
Mnntcvldco. Uruguay—ﬁblo de Maria 1427
P of P; Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaira, frente a INPSA No, 10
(mail: P.O. Box 6- 29-54, Panama)/ 31-2057
Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ 520466
Rosario, Argentia—Centro Bhaktivedantm, Corrientes 925, Rosario 2000
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—P.O. Box 4920/ 40146 (31571)
San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 murs. sureste de aptos. Torre Blanca, Urbanizacién Carmiol, Montes
de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
San Salvador, El Salvador—Avenida Universitria 1132, Media Quadra al sur de la Embajada
Americana, San Salvador (mail: PO. Box 1506)/ 25-96-17
Santiago, Chile—Manuel Car\rll.[o 771, Nunoa/ 392734

Santo Dy 13 public—Calle Cayetano Rodriquez No. 254
Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies—Prabhupada Ave., Longdenville, Chaguanas
FARM COMMUNITIES

Buenos Autx, Argl.nuna iBhak:llma Pnn}—{cunncr Centro Bhaktivedanta, Buenos Aires)
Ecuad la) —(contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
(‘uyana—beawel] Village, Cur:nrym., East Berbice
San Salvador, El Salvador—Carretera a Santa Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Dpro. de La Libertad
RESTAURANTS
Cuenca, Ecuador—Govinda's, Annexo Hotel, Crespo
Guatemala, Guatemala—Callejor Santandes a una cuadra abajo de Guatel, Panajachel Solola
Guayaquil, Ecuador—Govinda's (contact ISKCON Guayaquil)
La Paz, Bolivia—Restaurant Manjari, Calle Potosi 1315, esq. Colén
San Salvador, El Salvador—25 Avenida Norte 1132
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Restaurant Govinda's, Calle Florida 594, esq. Canoto
Santa Cruz, Bolivia—Snack Govinda, Av. Argomosa (1° anillo), esq. Bolivar
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Garden

(continued from page 23)
Her spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada,
encouraged his householder disciples to
do this and to worship Deities in their
homes. And an important part of her wor-
ship is offering her home-grown produce
to her household’s Radha-Krsna Deities.
To Janesvari, Krsna consciousness is
not an artificial addition she has tacked
on to herlife, as someone may add a wing
to his house, nor does it oblige her to con-
form to a Krsna conscious stereotype.
Krsna consciousness is as integral to her
as cement in a foundation, as integral as
her pulse. Home-gardening is a natural
outgrowth of her Krsna consciousness.
Jane$variand herhusbandliveinaspa-
cious country home, where, besides gar-
dening, she cooks, cleans, raises her three
children, and keeps her flock of seven
sheep. The sheep’s wool keeps her busy
spinning, knitting, and sewing in the win-
ter months. And, astonishingly enough

for me (and perhaps for other urbanites),
she’s satisfied. Her future plans include
growing enough vegetables and fruits to
last through the winter.

“Considering the time and the work,”
Jane$vari says, her smile a little self-
conscious, “it’s not really a money-saving
effort, but it’s personal. When I give my
jams or fresh vegetables away to our
friends, they find them better-tasting than
the store-bought brands, and they appre-
ciate that these things came from Krsna’s
garden. It’s the same with the sweaters I
knit from the sheep’s wool. They might
not look better than manufactured ones,
butI get the personal satisfaction of being
a little more self-sufficient—as Srila
Prabhupada wanted us to be, as much as
is practicable.”

From age four to thirteen, Janesvari
helped her mother garden in their Port
Washington home in Long Island. After a
lapse of fourteen years, her interest in gar-
dening was rekindled by her father-in-
law, an avid home-gardener in northern

New Jersey. In her five years of having her
own garden, she says she’s made all the
mistakes at least once.

Like devotees in Krsna conscious farm
communities throughout the world, Janes-
vari has discovered how gardeningis con-
ducive to growth in Krsna’s devotional
service. She has renewed appreciation for
the scriptural metaphor that compares
life in Krsna consciousness to tending a
creeper of devotion, which has to be wa-
tered with the sound of the holy name, and
which mustbe carefully weeded to protect
it against the weeds of desires averse to
spiritual life.

And like the devotee-farmers, she is
glad to be phasing out of the supermarket
rat-race, “with it’s meat-lined shelves,”
she says, “and chemical- and wax-
sprayed fruits and vegetables.” She’s also
glad to have a facility to involve her chil-
dren in planting and picking, where she
can teach them to appreciate life’s simple
pleasures, like seeing her garden grow—
for Krsna.

RELIGION

(continued from page 14)

wanted the members of ISKCONtoholda

unified vision of a mission for spreading

Krsna consciousness all over the world.
More than anything else, Srila Prabhu-

pada wanted people to chant the holy

names of the Lord anywhere and every-

where and engage in devotional service to
Krsna, because this would lead to the de-
sired result. In this regard Srila Prabhu-
pada writes,

After chanting the holy name of the Lord
and dancing in ecstasy, one gradually sees
the form of the Lord, the pastimes of the
Lord, and the transcendental qualities of the
Lord. . . . As stated in Bhagavad-gita, bhak-

tya mam abhijanati: simply by devotional
service one can understand everything
about the Supreme Lord. If one fortunately
understands the Supreme Lord in this way,
the resultistyaktva deham punarjanmanaiti:
after giving up his material body, he no
longer has to take birth in this material
world. Instead, he returns home, back to
Godhead. That is the ultimate perfection.

—Bhag. 6.3.22, purport £3

(continued from page 12)

religious experience. But since life must
embody all types of emotional experiences
to be satisfying, the dramatist tries to lead
the audience to experience emotionsin the
most purified way. The aesthetic organiza-
tion he gives to emotions heightens and
purifiesthe audience’sexperience ofthem.

Prabhupada writes in The Nectar of De-
votion, a study of Ripa Gosvami’s Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, “Whenever there is a
recitation of poetry or a dramatic play on
the different pastimes of Krsna, the audi-
ence develops different kinds of transcen-
dental loving service for the Lord. They
enjoy different types of ecstatic loving
sentiments.”

Traditionally, dramas were performed
on special occasions such as religious fes-
tivals. Very often they were performed
next to temples. Although it would be in-
correct to say that drama was meant to be
an integral part of the religious ritual, it
was meant to be a supplementary part—
less formal than the actual temple wor-
ship, but just as meaningful because it
conveyed in a very pleasant way the same
religious and philosophical message.
BTG: What about varied arts such as
Bharata Natyam and Kathakali, which
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we sometimes see performed in the West,
or the contemporary theaters in India?
TKG: All the ethnic traditions are rooted
inthe Sanskrittradition,so you’ll find that
Kathakali, Bharata Natyam, and the
Odissi dance forms, among others, all
have theirbasis in Natya-sastra. They have
just emphasized the dance and musical
aspects rather than the spoken line, al-
though certainly they convey the same
themes.

Today in India, because of mass com-

munications and regular contact with
the West, interest in Western-style drama
is increasing. Major cities have groups
that stage not only Shakespeare and the
more modern playwrights but even the
works of living Western dramatists, in-
cluding musicals. And since India is al-
ways rife with political and social disputes,
the theaters often express those themes.
Probably Rabindranath Tagore was one
of the first playwrights to do this.
So there are tendencies to move away
from Sanskrit classical drama, including
many regional theaters working in re-
gional languages.
BTG: Srila Prabhupadaonce wrote anen-
couraging letter to a devotee-actor, saying
that Lord Krsna would direct him so that
one day he would be acting dramas about
Krsna on Broadway. Any comment?

TKG: Prabhupada said that the purpose
of all art is to please Krsna. So, if while
pleasing Krsna we also reach Broadway,
that will be our success. Prabhupada had
very high expectations for dramatic per-
formances and saw them as a means to
communicate the philosophy of Krsna
consciousness to people throughout the
world. He considered drama one of the
main methods to achieve what he termed
a “cultural conquest.”

Ultimately, the test of a good drama
mustbeits performance.I've already seen,
after the premiere of my Jagannatha
drama in Mayapur and later in Calcutta,
that the public takes very well to it. One
theater critic wrote in his review, “The
evocative and poetic language of the
drama is a treat to the ears.”

I'd like to see drama troupes spring up
throughout the Hare Krsna movement.
The mosteffective thing would be forlocal
theater groups in each country to address
audiences in their native languages.
What's needed to bring this about, of
course, are good scripts. Without a full
repertoire, what's theinducement forsuch
troupes to form? So, from my side, I'm try-
ing to provide worthwhile material, and I
hope it will inspire more and more of
our members to take part in dramatic
performances.



ISKCON Devotees

Brave the Streets
Of Soweto

Soweto, South Africa—Although
daily street fights here result in an
average of three hundred deaths
per month, Hare Krsna devotees
headed by Giriraja Swami and
Raghuvira dasa regularly come

Ajita-devi dasi distributes prasadam in a
Soweto shantytown.

here at great personal risk to dis-
tribute large amounts of prasadam
in the shantytowns and schools.

Hare Krishna Food for Life has
thus become a familiar sight here
in the largest black township in
South Africa, located on the out-
skirts of Johannesburg.

Ajita-devi dasi, who is in charge
of Food for Life in Johannesburg,
comments, “In the beginning the
Sowetans were very surprised to see
us, as the only other nonblacks
who dare enter are the military—
who patrol the streets in armored
trucks. But now when we drive
through Soweto, people enthusiasti-
cally greet us with ‘Hare Krsna,
Hare Rama.’ ”

The devotees also distribute

books here and hold public festi-
vals every few weeks.

Food for Life
Flood Relief

Durban, South Africa—During a re-
cent flood disaster here, in which
hundreds of persons lost their lives
and thousands were left homeless,
Hare Krishna Food for Life volun-
teers worked around the clock to
help the homeless by distributing
two thousand plates of prasadam
daily. Supporters donated rice,
beans, and other foodstuffs, as well
as clothing and blankets, which the
devotees also distributed through-
out the disaster area.

Despite adverse weather and
badly damaged roads, the devotees
drove their Food for Life truck into
many remote districts of Natal to
reach the worst-hit areas, enabling
thousands of people to have their
first opportunity to taste prasadam
and chant the names of Krsna.

Local newspapers praised the
selfless work of the devotees, who

were working in liaison with the
Red Cross and the Kwazulu Health
Department. Approximately fifty
thousand plates of prasadam were
distributed during the four weeks
following the rains.

Devotees Meet Wife
Of Ciskei’s President

Bisho, Ciskei—Three Hare

Krsna devotees recently spent three
hours discussing the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness with Mrs. Vir-
ginia Sebe, wife of the president of
this independent country of 660,000
blacks, situated within the borders
of South Africa.

Mrs. Sebe had invited the devo-
tees—Ajita-devi dasi, Kalpataru-
devi dasi, and Vrajabhumi-devi
dasi—to distribute prasadam at an
annual gathering of six thousand
Ciskenians. At Mrs. Sebe’s request
the devotees chanted Hare Krsna to
a traditional Xhosa tune and
accompanied by Xhosa instru-
ments. The chanting was televised
nationwide on the evening news.

During their meeting with Mrs.
Sebe, the devotees presented her

of Ciskei.
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with a set of Srila Prabhupada’s
books. She remarked, “The world
would be at peace if everyone
would follow these books.”

NEWS BRIEFS

Every Town and Village

Bhaktitirtha Swami, ISKCON
Governing Body Commissioner for
West Africa, discusses Krsna con-
sciousness every Tuesday evening
on a prime-time television talk
show in Nigeria. He was originally
scheduled to appear on the pro-
gram for three months, but, re-
sponding to improved ratings and
to viewer interest in the program,
the station renewed his contract
and extended his time on the air
from thirty minutes to one hour.

Bhaktitirtha Swami’s motto for
West Africa is, “If you can’t grow it
or make it, you don’t need it.” In
that spirit, the temples under his ju-
risdiction make their own Deities,
altars, drums, karatalas, dhotis,
kurtas, cadars, beadbags, beads, oils,
candles, incense, laminations, and
other devotional paraphernalia. In
Benin, Nigeria, the devotees re-
cently acquired a large former post
office building, which they will use
for developing, expanding, and
teaching cottage industries.

To help the people of West Af-
rica incorporate Krsna conscious-
ness into their lives, Bhaktitirtha
Swami has started a Krsna con-
scious martial arts institute, an in-
stitute for cottage industries, and a
Krsna conscious technical school.

ISKCON is becoming very popu-
lar in West Africa and is constantly
in the news. One of the leading
magazines in Nigeria recently ran a
cover story on the Hare Krsna
movement. Articles about Krsna
consciousness written by devotees
regularly appear in newspapers
and magazines in West Africa,
which also like to run “words of
wisdom” by Srila Prabhupada.

Leaders of ISKCON temples in
Nigeria recently presented several
papers at a week-long national
seminar aimed at quelling the ten-
sion between Christians and Mus-
lims in Nigeria that has led to riots
and the burning of many hotels
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and churches. The devotees’ pres-
entations were so well received that
the devotees were the only group
allowed to present papers every
day. Although religious programs
were banned from television after
the riots, the devotees appeared fre-
quently on television because they
were seen as an important force for
bringing about a better understand-
ing between the conflicting groups.

RESOURCES

Read the history of the appearance
of Lord Jagannatha, reenacted in
Jagannatha-priya Natakam, a
moving drama written by Tamala
Krishna Goswami, which, although
written in English, conforms to the

JAGANNATHA-PRIVA

THE DRAMA OF LORD

JAGANNATHA

rules of Sanskrit classical drama.
(See interview on page 12.) For
your copy write or call The Festival
of India, P.O. Box 801, Spanish
Fork, Utah 84660/ (801) 798-3559.
Cost is $11.95, postpaid.

Now your television can bring you
closer to Krsna. Videocassettes from
ITV (ISKCON Television) bring the
spiritual vision of Krsna into your
home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna
and Lord Rama. . . . Visit the
centers of the Hare Krsna move-
ment around the world. . . . Attend
classes given by Srila Prabhu-
pada himself. . . . Relish the life
story of Srila Prabhupada in Your
Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose
from. Top-quality, low-priced
videocassettes. Available in Y%-inch,

%-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a full catalog, send $1.00 to
ITV, 3812 Bagley Avenue, Culver
City, CA 90232,

Hear the message of Krsna

directly from His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, founder-acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Srila Prabhupada’s
lectures, interviews, and conver-
sations are available on more than
seven hundred audiocassettes. Also
available, on microfilm: all his let-
ters, as well as transcriptions of all
his recorded lectures. For a catalog,
send $5 to the Bhaktivedanta Ar-
chives, P.O. Box 34453, Los
Angeles, CA 90034.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s
books. Now you can have a full
library of the Vedic classics in your
home. Translated and explained by
the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new
realms of spiritual life. Each book
is a deluxe, beautifully illustrated
hardbound volume. And now we
make it far easier for you than ever
before to get a full set of Srila
Prabhupada’s books. For details,
check with the Hare Krsna center
nearest you.

Enjoy the writings of Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami, the author of a six-
volume biography of Srila Prabhu-
pada. He continues to produce
essays, poems, and other writings
for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a list of publica-
tions, write The Gita-nagari Press,
138 S. Rosemont Blvd. #217,
Virginia Beach, VA 23452,

Become trained in brahminical
knowledge, qualities, and skills. The
Vrndavana Institute for Higher
Education is offering courses in
studying Srila Prabhupada’s books:
clear thinking, speaking, and writ-
ing; Vaisnava etiquette; Sanskrit for
preachers; and more. For informa-
tion write The Vrndavana Institute
for Higher Education, c/o ISKCON
Ministry of Education, P.O. Box
400767, Brooklyn, NY 11240,

Note to subscribers. Planning to
move? Let us know when.and
where so we can keep your BACK TO
GODHEAD coming without break.




Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures™ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The original
Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-dearya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”’

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

The Battle Between Lord Boar
and the Demon Hiranyaksa

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the sage Maitreyadescribesto Vidura, a great devotee ofthe Lord, how Brahma
prayedto Lord Visnu in His boarincarnation to end His fight with the powerful
demon Hiranyaksa by killing him immediately.

TEXT 19

EisEnuietaiEnice
SpREERE A 1240

tayoh sprdhos tigma-gadahatarngayoh
ksatasrava-ghrana-vivrddha-manyvoh

vicitra-mdargams carator jigisayd
vyabhdd ildyam iva susminor mrdhah

tayoh—them; sprdhoh—the two comb d; gadd—
by the maces; ahata—injured; ur}guyoh—thelr bodies; ksala-n.smvu—
blood coming out from the injuries; ghrdna—smell; vivrddha—in-
creased; manyvoh—anger; wvicitra—of various kinds: mdrgan—
maneuvers; caratoh—performing; jigisayd—with a desire to win;
vyabhat—it looked like; ilayam—for the sake of a cow (or the earth);
iva—like: susminoh—of two bulls; mrdhah—an encounter.

TRANSLATION

There was keen rivalry between the two combatants; both had
sustained injuries on their bodies from the blows of each other’s
pointed maces, and each grew more and more enraged at the smell
of blood on his person. In their eagerness to win, they performed
maneuvers of various kinds, and their contest looked like an en-
counter between two forceful bulls for the sake of a cow.

PURPORT

Here the earth planet is called ila. This earth was formerly known as
Ilavrta-varsa, and when Maharaja Pariksit ruled the earth it was called
Bhirata-varsa. Actually, Bhirata-varsa is the name for the entire planet,
but gradually Bharata-varsa has come to mean India. As India has re-
cently been divided into Pakistan and Hindustan, similarly the earth was
formerly called Ilavrta-varsa, but gradually as time passed it was divided
by national boundaries.

TEXT 20
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daityasya yajidvayavasya maya-
grhita-vardha-tanor mahdatmanah

kauravya mahyam dvisator vimardanam
didrksur agad rsibhir vrtah svardt

daityasya—of the demon; yajiia-avayavasya—of the Personality of
Godhead (of whose body yajiia is a part); maya—through His potency:
grhita—was assumed; vdrdha—of a boar: tanoh—whose form: maha-
dtmanah—of the Supreme Lord: kauravya—O Vidura (descendant of
Kuru); mahyam—for the sake of the world: dvisatoh—of the two
enemies; vimardanam—the fight; didrksuh—desirous to see: agat—
came; rsibhih—by the sages; vrtah—accompanied; svardt—Brahma.

TRANSLATION

O descendant of Kuru, Brahma, the most independent demigod
of the universe, accompanied by his followers, came to see the ter-
rible fight for the sake of the world between the demon and the
Personality of Godhead, who appeared in the form of a hoar.

PURPORT

The fight between the Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
the demon is compared to a fight between bulls for the sake of a cow. The
earth planet is also called go, or cow. As bulls fight between themselves to
ascertain who will have union with a cow, there is always a constant fight
between the demons and the Supreme Lord or His representative for
supremacy over the earth. Here the Lord is significantly described as
yajadvayava. One should not consider the Lord to have the body of an
ordinary boar. He can assume any form, and He possesses all such forms
eternally. It is from Him that all other forms have emanated. This boar
form is not to be considered the form of an ordinary hog: His body is ac-
tually full of yajaa, or worshipful offerings. Yajia (sacrifices) are
offered to Visnu. Yajia means the body of Visnu. His body is not ma-
terial; therefore He should not be taken to be an ordinary boar.

Brahmai is described in this verse as svardt. Actually, full indepen-
dence is exclusive to the Lord Himself, but as part and parcel of the
Supreme Lord, every living entity has a minute quantity of indepen-
dence. Each and every one of the living entities within this universe has
this minute independence, but Brahmd, being the chief of all living en-
tities, has a greater potential of independence than any other. He is the
representative of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and has
been assigned to preside over universal affairs. All other demigods work
for him: therefore he is described here as svarat. He is always accom-
panied by great sages and transcendentalists, all of whom came to see the
bullfight between the demon and the Lord.

TEXT 21
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dsanna-saundiram apeta-sadhvasarm
krta-pratikiram aharya-vikramam
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vilaksya daityari bhagavan sahasra-nir
Jjoagdda ndrdyanam adi-sikaram

dsanna—attained; saundiram—power; apeta—devoid of; sadhva-
sam—fear; krta—making; pratikdram—opposition; ahdrya PP
able; vikramam—having power; vilaksya—having seen; daityam—the
demon; bhagavan—the worshipful Brahmi; sahasra-nih—the leader of
thousands of sages; jagdda—addressed; nardyanam—Lord Nirayana;
adi—the original; sikaram—having the form of a boar.

TRANSLATION
After arriving at the place of bat, Brahma, the leader of
thousands of sages and transcendentalists, saw the demon, who
had attained such unprecedented power that no one could fight
with him. Brahma then addressed Nariyana, who was assuming the
form of a boar for the first time.

TEXTS 22-23
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brahmovdca
esa te deva devanam
anghri-milam upeyusdm
vipranam saurabheyinam
bhiitanam apy andgasam

ot

dgas-krd bhaya-krd duskrd
asmad-raddha-varo ‘surah
anvesann apratiratho
lokan afati kantakah

brehma uvdca—Lord Brahmi said; esah—this demon; te—Your;
deva—O Lord; devanam—to the demigods; arighri-mil Your feet;
upeyusam—to those having obtained; vipranam—to the brakmanas;
saurabheyindm—to the cows; bhiitdndm—to ordinary living entities;
api—also; anagasdm—innocent; agah-krt—an offender; bhaya-krt—a
source of fear; duskrt—wrongdoer; asmat—from me; raddha-varah—
having attained a boon; asurah—a demon; anvesan—searching;
apratirathah—having no proper combatant: lokan—all over the uni-
verse: afati—he wanders; kantakah—being a pinprick for everyone.

TRANSLATION

Lord Brahma said: My dear Lord, this demon has proved to be a
constant pinprick to the demigods, the brahmanas, the cows and
innocent persons who are spotless and always dependent upon
worshiping Your lotus feet. He has become a source of fear by un-
necessarily harassing them. Since he has attained a boon from me,
he has become a demon, always searching for a proper combatant,
wandering all over the universe for this infamous purpose.

PURPORT

There are two classes of living entities; one is called sura, or the
demigods, and the other is called asura, or the demons. Demons are
generally fond of worshiping the demigods, and there are evidences that
by such worship they get extensive power for their sense gratification.
This later proves to be a cause of trouble to the brahmanas, demigods
and other innocent living entities. Demons habitually find fault with the
demigods, brahmanas and innocent, to whom they are a constant source
of fear. The way of the demon is to take power from the demigods and
then tease the demigods themselves. There is an instance of a great devo-
tee of Lord Siva who obtained a boon from Lord Siva that the head of
whomever he touched with his hand would come off its trunk. As soon as
the boon was offered to him, the demon wanted to touch the very head of
Lord Siva. That is their way. The devotees of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead do not, however, ask any favor for sense gratification. Even if
they are offered liberation, they refuse it. They are happy simply engag-
ing in the transcendental loving service of the Lord.
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TEXT 24
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mainam mayavinam drptam
nirankusam asattamam

dkrida bilavad deva
yathastvisam utthitam

ma—do not; enam—him; mdyd-vinam—ekilled in conjuring tricks;
drptam—arrogant;  niraitkusam—self-sufficient; asat-tamam—most
wicked; dkrida—play with; bala-vat—like a child; deva—0O Lord;
yathd—as; dsivisam—a serpent; ufthitam—aroused.

TRANSLATION
Lord Brahmi continued: My dear Lord, there is no need to play
with this serpentine demon, who is always very skilled in conjur-
ing tricks and is arrogant, self-sufficient and most wicked.

PURPORT

No one is unhappy when a serpent is killed. It is a practice among
village boys to catch a serpent by the tail and play with it for some time
and then kill it. Similarly, the Lord could have killed the demon at once,
but He played with him in the same way as a child plays with a snake
before killing it. Brahma requested, however, that since the demon was
more wicked and undesirable than a serpent, there was no need to play
with him, It was his wish that he be killed at once, without delay.

TEXT 25
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na ydvad esa vardheta
svam velam prapya darunah
svdrh deva maydm dsthdya
tavaj jahy egham acyuta

na ydvat—before; esah—this demon; vardheta—may increase;
svam—his own; veldm—demoniac hour; prapya—having reached;
darunak—formidable; svam—Your own; deva—O Lord; maydm—in-
ternal potency; dGsthdye—using; tdvat—at once; jehi—kill; agham—
the sinful one; acyuta—O infallible one.

TRANSLATION

Brahmi continued: My dear Lord, You are infallible. Please kill
this sinful demon before the demoniac hour arrives and he pre-
sents another formidable approach favorable to him. You can kill
him by Your internal potency without doubt.

TEXT 26
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e3d ghoratama sandhya
loka-cchambag-kart prabho

upasarpati sarvdtman
surdpdm jayam dvaha

esa—this; ghora-tama—darkest; sandhyd—evening time; loka—the
world; chambat-kari—destroying; prabho—0O Lord; upasarpati—is ap-
proaching; sarva-dtman—O Soul of all souls; surdndm—to the
demigods; jayam—victory; dvaha—bring.

TRANSLATION
My Lord, the darkest evening, which covers the world, is fast ap-
proaching, Since You are the Soul of all souls, kindly kill him and
win victory for the demigods.



TEXT 27
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adhunaiso 'bhifin néma
yogo mauhirtiko hy agat

Sivdya nas tvam suhrdam
dsu nistara dustaram

adhund—now; esah—this; abhijit ndma—called abhijit; yogah—
auspicious; mauhirtikah—moment; hi—indeed; agdt—has almost
passed; sivdya—for the welfare; nah—of us; tvam—You; suhrdam—of
Your friends; asu—quickly; nistara—dispose of; dustaram—the for-
midable foe.

TRANSLATION

The auspicious period known as abhijit, which is most oppor-
tune for victory, commenced at midday and has all but passed;
therefore, in the interest of Your friends, please dispose of this
formidable foe quickly.

TEXT 28
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distya tvam vihitari mriyum
ayam asaditah svayam
vikramyainam mrdhe hatva
lokdn ddhehi sarmani

distya—by fortune; tvdm—to You; uihitam—ordained; mrtyum—
death; ayam—this demon; asaditah—has come; svayam—of his own
accord; vikramya—exhibiting Your prowess; enam—him; mrdhe—in
the duel; hatvd—killing; lokan—the worlds; adhehi—establish; sar-
mani—in peace.

TRANSLATION

This demon, luckily for us, has come of his own accord to You,
his death ordained by You; therefore, exhibiting Your ways, kill
him in the duel and establish the worlds in peace.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Third Canto, Eighteenth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled “The Battle Between Lord
Boar and the Demon Hiranydksa.”

CHAPTER NINETEEN
The Killing of the Demon Hiranyaksa
TEXT 1
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maitreya uvdca

avadharya virificasya
nirvyalikdmriam vacah
prahasya prema-garbhena
tad aparigena so ‘grahit

maitreyah uvica—Maitreya said; avadhdrya—after hearing: virin-
casya—of Lord Brahmi; nirvyalika—free from all sinful purposes;
amriam—nectarean; vacah—words: prahasya—heartily laughing;
prema-garbhena—laden with love; tat—those words; apanigena—with
a glance; sah—the Supreme Personality of Godhead: agrahit—accepted.

TRANSLATION
Sri Maitreya said: After hearing the words of Brahma, the cre-
ator, which were free from all sinful purposes and as sweet as nec-

tar, the Lord heartily laughed and accepted his prayer with a
glance laden with love.

PURPORT

The word nirvyalika is very significant. The prayers of the demigods
or devotees of the Lord are free from all sinful purposes, but the prayers
of demons are always filled with sinful purposes, The demon Hiranyaksa
became powerful by deriving a boon from Brahmi, and after attaining
that boon he created a disturbance because of his sinful intentions. The
prayers of Brahma and other demigods are not to be compared to the
prayers of the demons. Their purpose is to please the Supreme Lord;
therefore the Lord smiled and accepted the prayer to kill the demon.
Demons, who are never interested in praising the Supreme Personality
of Godhead because they have no information of Him, go to the
demigods, and in Bhagavad-gitd this is condemned. Persons who go to
the demigods and pray for advancement in sinful activities are con-
sidered to be bereft of all intelligence. Demons have lost all intelligence
because they do not know what is actually their self-interest. Even if they
have information of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, they decline to
approach Him; it is not possible for them to get their desired boons from
the Supreme Lord because their purposes are always sinful. It is said that
the dacoits in Bengal used to worship the goddess Kali for fulfillment of
their sinful desires to plunder others’ property. but they never went to a
Visnu temple because they might have been unsuccessful in praying to
Visnu. Therefore the prayers of the demigodé or the devotees of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead are always untinged by sinful purposes.

TEXT 2
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tatah sapatnam mukhatas
carantam akuto-bhayam

Jaghanotpatya gadaya
handy asuram aksajah

tatah—then; sapainam—enemy; mukhatah—in front of Him;
carantam—stalking; akutah-bhayam—fearlessly; jaghdna—struck; ut-
patya—after springing up; gadayd—with His mace; hanau—at the
chin; asuram—the demon; aksa-jah—the Lord, who was born from the
nostril of Brahma.

TRANSLATION

The Lord, who had appeared from the nostril of Brahma, sprang
and aimed His mace at the chin of His enemy, the Hiranyiksa
demon, who was stalking fearlessly before Him.

TEXT 3
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sa hata tena gadayd
vihatd bhagavat-kardt
vighamitdpatad reje
tad adbhutam ivabhavat

si—that mace; haté—struck; tena—by Hiranyaksa; gadayd—with
his mace; vihata—slipped; bhagavat—of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; kardt—from the hand; vighdrnitd—whirling; apatat—fell
down; reje—was shining; tat—that; adbhutam—miraculous; iva—in-
deed; abhavat—was.

TRANSLATION

Struck by the demon’s mace, however, the Lord’s mace slipped
from His hand and looked splendid as it fell down whirling. This
was miraculous, for the mace was blazing wonderfully.

(continued in next issue)
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THE VEDIC

Transcendental Comment

SAFE SEX?
by Dvarakadhi$a-devi dasi

he photographs show men dying of

AIDS, the contours of their skeletons
accentuated by the black newsprint. How
articulately those eyes convey their suffer-
ing! Just a few years ago these were young
men. Now, in a room of a San Francisco
hospice provided for dying AIDS victims,
they are counting their final days. The av-
erage length of stay here is less than one
month.

Most homosexual men know someone
who has died or is dying of AIDS. There
are approximately forty-five thousand
cases in America, most resulting from ho-
mosexual encounters. To reassure the
general public, health agencies have del-
uged uswithinformation about “safesex,”
which will presumably allow homosex-
uals and heterosexuals alike to pursue ac-
tive sexual lives while avoiding the AIDS
infection. With a little prudence, even the
most promiscuous can feel fairly well
protected.

Yetreports are coming from the heart of
the gay communities that even this little
bitofrestraintis too much. Health care of-
ficials report that it’s still difficult to con-
vince many men to abide by the “safe sex”
guidelines or discuss the possibility of in-
fection with potential sex partners. As one
homosexual mansaid, “Sometimes I have
several drinks, and then alcohol or desire
just takes over. Then I think, ‘Oh, God,
what have I done? ”

Another man explains, “I just try to go
on with the basic realization that it could
happen to me, butI feel it’s healthy for me
just to go on [having sex].”

Dr. Neil Schram, former chairman of
the Los Angeles City-County AIDS Task
Force, observes, “There’s a tremendous
difference between education and behav-
ioralchange. Look at cigarette smokingor
seat-belt use or drunk driving. People are
educated about the dangers of all those
things: they just never think it will happen
to them. The key word is ‘denial.” ”

Karen Pataky, a nurse working with
AIDS victims, notes, “Nothing is risk-free
exceptabstinence, and thatis simply nota
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viable option for most people.”

People often ask us why Krsna con-
scious devotees consider illicit sex (de-
fined as any sex other than that within
marriage and only for procreation) to be
irreligious. What's wrong with something
that makes people feel good? The answer
isillustrated by these men who are unable
to curb their sexual appetites even in the
face of contracting a deadly disease.
When persons, regardless of gender or

sexual preference, are so entranced by the
pleasure of sex that they are unable to
think rationally, then that sex desire is se-
riously detrimental.

Ifa person can’t resist a few moments of
pleasure even when itthreatens to ruin his
marriage, create unwanted children, or
kill him, then surely his intelligence is
stunted. Such an unfortunate, unintelli-
gent person becomes a slave to the geni-
tals, just as a junkie becomes hopelessly
addicted to the temporary thrill of a drug.
Thus the scriptures advocate restraint.
Complete celibacy is best. If thatis impos-
sible, then one should be married and
have sex only to produce good children.

Sexual control is not only beneficial in
that one avoids the problems of AIDS or
abortion or divorce, but celibacy contrib-
utes much to our physical well-being also.
Srila Prabhupada, commenting on the
Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.26.57), explains:

Itis understood herewith that the faculty to
discharge semen is the cause of death.

Therefore, yogis and transcendentalists who

want to live for greater spans of life volun-
tarily restrain themselves from discharging
semen. The more one can restrain the dis-
charge of semen, the more one can be aloof
from the problem of death. There are many
yogis living up to three hundred or seven
hundred years by this process, and in the
Bhagavatam it is clearly stated that dis-
charging semen is the cause of horrible
death. The more one is addicted to sexual
enjoyment, the more susceptible he is to a
quick death.

To appreciate the beauty of celibacy re-
quires a higher vision, a vision rarely pro-
moted in this world. People are woefully
shortsighted; thus so many tragedies seem
unavoidable because sense control ap-
pears impossible.

But by following the spiritual practices
recommended in this age, especially the
chanting of the Hare Krsnamaha-mantra,
the members of the Krsna consciousness
movement are able to refrain from illicit
sex, thus protecting themselves from its
adverse reactions.

In today’s society, on the other hand,
people lack spiritual training and often
actoninstinct, like animals, seekingquick
pleasure. Says Dr. Schram, “It can take
years to develop AIDS, and in the mean-
time people look and feel healthy. It's not
like being able to see a tangible result of
your actions the next morning.” And be-
cause people are unable to perceive the
horrific results of their sinful acts, thou-
sands more will die of this disease called
AIDS.
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GRAVITY
AND THE GRAVE

by Kundali dasa

r.Donald Eckhardt, a United States

Air Force geophysicist, has a
chance at leaving his mark on the world.
From atop a two-thousand-foot TV an-
tenna in Garber, North Carolina, he’s
been conducting sensitive measurements
of gravity, and last fall he had an un-
expected breakthrough. If all goes well,
he'll be the discoverer of the sixth funda-
mental force in nature.

According to current scientific think-
ing, there are four fundamental natural
forces: gravity, electromagnetism, the
strong force (which holds the centers of at-
oms together), and the weak force (which
makes some atoms break down in radio-
active decay).

But some scientists already have evi-
dence of a fifth force, which supposedly
exerts a slight resistence to gravity over
distances of ten to a thousand yards. Their
claim is awaiting confirmation among
their peers, some of whom suspect that
this force might just be another aspect of
gravity. Meanwhile, Mr. Eckhardt’s dis-
covery, described as_'a gravity-enhancing
force,” is being called the sixth force.

Mr. Eckhardtis thrilled. The possibility
of a fifth and sixth force is of keen interest
to the Air Force, he explained, because
theirexistence mightalterthe trajectory of
missiles that depend on inertial guidance
systems. “If we don’t do a good job esti-
mating what gravity is, we won’t do a good
job guiding the missiles,” he said.

I'm pleased to learn of Mr. Eckhardt’s
progress, and I wish him all success. After
all, the last thing I would want is to get
blown away by a misguided missile. But I
found his work interesting for another
reason: I'm also concerned with gravity as
a fundamental force. And yet, while Mr.
Eckhardt and I appear to have this in
common, we're actually worlds apart. 1
found the irony in this slightly amusing.

Gravity, you see, is also a fundamental
forcein Krsna consciousness. Forin spiri-
tual life unless one is very grave, one risks
missing the distinction between matter
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and spirit altogether. and being unable to
make that distinction, one is automati-
cally obliged to pursue whimsical, frivo-
lous objectives in life.

Take me, for example. Formerly, before
taking to Krsna consciousness. I pursued
such objectives. I lived in a daze of ma-
terial desire. I wanted—among other
things—riches, a house ortwoin the coun-
try, fancy cars, lots of friends, and a near-
perpetual social life. I wanted fame, influ-
ence, recognition. and power—and
ladies, too, of course. And I wanted des-
perately to leave my mark on the world.

I had no conception of the importance
of spiritual discipline, or of the impor-
tance of gravity in the general scheme of
things.

Krsna consciousness changed that,
however. By reading Srila Prabhupada’s
books and associating with Krsna con-
scious devotees, I sobered up enough to
appreciate that life is much too short for
trivial pursuits. I nowunderstand thatany
activity devoid of Krsna consciousness is
either gross sense gratification—summa-
rized as eating, sleeping, mating, and self-
defense—or subtle gratification—profit,

adoration, and distinction—and is there-
fore frivolous. And I realize that the no-
tion of making my mark on the world is a
misguided attempt to seek immortality,
when, as a spiritual soul, I'm immortal by
constitution.

So now I'm learning about gravity. I'm
learning to discern between matter and
spirit. I have a long way to go, but like Mr.
Eckhardt, I'm glad I'm making progress.

LOOKING
FOR LEADERS

by Ajitananda dasa

Pcoplc want good leaders. Unfortu-
nately, throughout history citizens
have been disappointed under the mis-
rule of leaders who were more interested
in their own desires than in the welfare of
their countrymen. This is certainly the
case in our modern age. Recently in the
United States, forexample, more than one
hundred Reagan administration officials
have faced allegations of questionable
activities.

Misuse of power exacts a stringent toll,
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“Thank you, son. We should be done before visiting hours are over.”

BACKTOGODHEAD 33



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Returning to the Spiritual Platform

This conversation between His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
and reporters took place in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, on June 29, 1974,

Reporter 1: Your Divine Grace, often
when people pursue what you term “spiri-
tual life,” they seem to forget about pursu-
ing the things of this world—making this
world comfortable.

Srila Prabhupada: Making this world
“comfortable”? That will never be possi-
ble. Do you understand this? Let us say
youtake afish outofthe waterand puthim
on the land. Now, you may give the fish a
lovely velvet cushion and everything nice.
But will the fish be comfortable?
Reporter 1: No. He'd be out of his element.
Srila Prabhupada: Similarly, we living
entities are spiritsoul. So beingin this ma-
terial body in this material world—this
means we are out of our element.

Butunfortunately, oursystem of educa-
tion is so dull that the authorities do not
know that we are not this body—we are
spirit soul. They are presenting them-
selves as big, big philosophers and big, big
statesmen and big, big social planners.
Yet they are forgetting the real thing: that
we are not this body but spirit soul. Today
even the leader is accepting this material
body as his real self. And he is thinking,
“These bodily comforts will make me
happy.” But that cannot be. Because the
body and its comforts are made of mat-
ter—and we are spirit soul.

Consider the same example: if you take
the fish from his natural environment, the
water, and put him on the land, he’ll never
be happy. Similarly, as long as you con-
tinue to have this material body, you can-
notenjoyreal,eternal happiness. And you
will have so many problems. The main
problems are birth, death, old age, and
disease. And these problems are due sim-
ply to having this material body.

Therefore, an intelligent man should
know that “I am not this body; I am spirit
soul. My natural field of activities is on the
spiritual platform. If I can somehow re-
turn to the spiritual platform, then I will
be happy.” So the sum and substance of
this Krsna consciousness movement is to
educate people in how to be situated on
the spiritual platform, how to be happy.
Reporter 2: Your Divine Grace, do you
think that chanting the Hare Krsna man-
tra is the only way to achieve this libera-

tion from matter? Is chanting the only way
to be “situated on the spiritual platform™?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra means chanting the holy
names of Krsna, the Supreme Lord, and
Radha, or Mother Hara, the Lord’s per-
sonified spiritual energy. So chanting
Hare Krsna means you come into direct
association with the Lord by taking shel-
ter of His spiritual energy. Hare Krsna: “O
Lord, please engage me in Your devo-
tional service. O devotional, spiritual en-
ergy of the Lord, please let me take shelter
of You.” Being situated on the spiritual
platform means you take shelter of the
Lord’s spiritual energy.

For instance, when you approach a
heater, you are taking shelter of the
heater’s heating energy. Similarly, when
you approach Krsna, you are taking shel-
ter of His spiritual energy.

Ortake the example of the sun, the great
fiery planet. When you approach the sun,
you are taking shelter of the sun’s heating
and lighting energy. Is it not? When you
areinthesunshine,in one sense you arein
the sun. Of course, in another sense you
are not actually in the sun—because the
sun’s fiery temperature is so high thathad
you been actually in the sun, you would
have been immediately blown up, burned
into ashes. Butstill, when you take shelter
ofthesunshine, you take shelterofthe sun.

So Krsna, the Supreme Lord, is situated

asthe supreme fire. Whatever we are expe-
riencing is a spark of His energy. And just
as wecan enter into the sun’s all-pervasive
fiery energy, even though the sun itself is
ninety-three million miles away, so simi-
larly, even though the Lord is very far
away, we can take shelter of the Lord’s
all-pervasive spiritual energy simply by
chanting His holy name—because Krsna,
being absolute, is not different from His
name. Therefore, if you chant the Hare
Krsna mantra without offense, then you
directly associate with Krsna. This is lib-
eration from matter. Spiritual liberation,
situation on the spiritual platform.
Reporter 2: In all the scriptures thatT have
read, it'’s said that the disciple must re-
member God’s name constantly. So you
say that the Hare Krsna mantra contains
God’s name. How do we know this?
Srila Prabhupada: How do you know your
name?

Reporter 2: My parents gave it to me.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. You relied on your
mother and father, on parental authority.
Similarly, you have to learn the Lord’s
name by relying on spiritual authority.
Reporter 2: From the scriptures.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Reporter3: Srila Prabhupada, what about
other religions, like Christianity and . . .
Srila Prabhupada: There is no second reli-
gion. There is only one. That is the right
idea; that is genuine God consciousness.

Now, as soon as you designate “Chris-
tian,” “Hindu,” “Muslim,” that is upa-
dhi—it falls short of the genuine spiritual
conception. Just as God is one person, so
genuine religion is one thing. Designated
religion—conceiving of “our Christian
God” or “our Hindu God”—falls short.

For example, now you are in a black
coat. Tomorrow you may be in a white
coat. So I could designate you as “black
Mr. Such-and-such” or “white Mr. Such-
and-such.” But there is no need, because
you are not actually that black or white
coat. That black or white coat is not you,
but simply a circumstance.

Similarly, due to our so-called so-
phisticated mind, we say “Christian
religion,” “Hindu religion.” To describe
some particular historical circumstance
we may use these designations. But reli-
gionisone thing. It means to glorify God’s
holy name and abide by His laws. That is
the spiritual platform. 8¢

(7o be continued.)
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as when citizens must give up a significant
portion of their money in taxes only to
have it squandered on massive nuclear
stockpiles, foolhardy scientific projects,
multimillion-dollar loans that are never
repaid, and many other injudicious
schemes. Myriad social ills, such as war,
crime, pollution, police brutality, and ani-
mal slaughter, can also be traced to poor
government.

How can man overcome the curse of
poorleadership that has confounded him
for so long? The answer lies in his ability
and determination to educate himself
aboutthe actual qualifications of a leader.
A handsome face, an expensive suit,
television charisma, and millions of ad-
vertising dollars don’t make a leader. Ac-
cording to the Vedic literature, a leader
must be either a pure devotee of the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, or a per-
son sane and humble enough to take di-
rection from such an elevated soul.

A devotee of the Lord has all good
qualities and is thus competent to govern
the citizens fairly, effectively, and with full
compassion. Because his mind is not dis-
turbed by the demands of his senses, or by
the virulent desires for money, fame, and
power, his vision is clear, and he can see
whatneedstobe donein all situations and
on every level.

Because the godly ruler is deeply de-

voted to the Lord, he feels great affection
for all the citizens, who are sons and
daughters of the same supreme father.
Just as a parent is able to make judicious
decisions for the benefit of his children,
owing to his deep love for them, so an ad-
vanced devotee of Lord Krsna, because of
his heartfelt concern for the citizens, al-
ways makes proper judgments on their
behalf.

In describing the superexcellent ad-
ministration of Maharaja Yudhisthira, a
world emperor of a former age, Srila
Prabhupada comments,

By knowing the science of Krsna, one can
become the most perfect man in the world,
and unless one has knowledge in this sci-
ence, all qualifications and doctorate diplo-
mas acquired by academic education are
spoiled and useless. Maharaja Yudhisthira
knew this science of Krsna very well, foritis
stated that by continuous cultivation of this
science, or by continuous devotional ser-
vice to Lord Krsna, he acquired the qualifi-
cation of administering the state.
—(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.12.4, purport)

Itis unrealistic to expect thatin this age
ofdiversecultures and political ideologies
we could all live under one godly mon-
arch. We can achieve the same effect, how-
ever, if we agree to educate ourselves about
the spiritual qualities of a leader and elect

only those candidates who cultivate these
qualities and are willing to take direction
from the great souls who possess them in
full.

His Divine Grace A .C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada was a great soul, a
pure devotee of Lord Krsna who pos-
sessed all the noble qualities to be found
in an ideal leader. Srila Prabhupada’s
books contain vital information for the
perfect management of society. By under-
standing and applying his instructions,
we can enjoy the same good results as
those obtained by one living under the
rule of a great king like Yudhisthira.

Throughout centuries man has placed
his faith in a long succession of unquali-
fied leaders who have led him to where he
is today—overwhelmed with perplexities
and poised on the threshold of nuclearex-
tinction. His attempts at a progressive life,
without deference to the desires of the Su-
preme Lord, have been fraught with ad-
versity, and he sinks deeply into a network
of trouble that grows more dangerous
every day.

It would be prudent for us to learn from
history’s glaring lessons and begin atonce
to align ourselves and our governments
with Lord Krsna’s plan for our material
and spiritual well-being. A sincere at-
tempt to do so will certainly invoke the
favor of Lord Krsna.

KNOWLEDGE

(continued from page 4)

intoxication. It may not be possible, be-
cause those who are accustomed to these
things find them difficult to give up.
Therefore the process given is very simple:
chant Hare Krsna.

Purification is necessary. Without puri-
fication you cannot understand God. But
the method we are prescribing—to chant
Hare Krsna—that is very simple. Not that
we are prescribing—it is Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s prescription. We are simply
propagating it.

So I am very glad to see that you Mexi-
can boys, girls, ladies, and gentlemen are
coming here and joining the chanting of
the Hare Krsna mantra. 1 request you to
continue this procedure. Please come
here, join this chanting of the Hare Krsna
mantra, take prasadam [vegetarian food
offered to Krsna], and go home. And
surely you'll be purified and qualified for
going back to home, back to Godhead.
Thank you very much. Are there any
questions?

Hrdayananda dasa Goswami: [Translat-
ing from Spanish.] He wants to know if
within marriage it is possible to achieve
perfection.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The human being
is meant for marriage, not the cats and

dogs. If you can remain without marriage,
without sex life, that is very good. But if
you cannot, then marry and be a gentle-
man and remain peaceful.

HDG: Can a person achieve Krsna con-
sciousness outside the temple?

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. You have to
follow the rules and regulations, that’s all.
HDG: He wants to know what it is like in
the spiritual world. What are the activities
of Krsna there?

Srila Prabhupada: The same activities.
Simply there is no sinful activity.

HDG: When one breaks the principles,
can Krsna forgive him?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, Krsna can forgive
you—once, twice, not regularly.
[Laughter.]

HDG: Sometimes people come and join
our movement and follow the four regu-
lative principles, and even so there ap-
pears to be some faultin theircharacterin
terms of their treatment of other people
who come to the temple. So he saysthathe
feels undoubtedly that by following the
process, gradually the defects will be
eliminated, but is there any way to more
rapidly . . .

Srila Prabhupada: If a man comes, follows
the regulative principles even for some
time, and again he falls down, as long as
he has followed, that asset is permanent.
Any spiritual asset is never lost. So, little

bylittle by little, when itis complete—cent
percent—then you become liberated. The
spiritual asset is never lost.

Even if a person comes to the temple
and follows the regulative principles for
some time and then falls down, he’s not a
loser; he’s a gainer.

Others, who do not take this lesson,
even though they may perform their so-
called duties very perfectly, they are losers.
So at least for some time let every one of
you come here and follow the regulations.
If you become perfect, it is all right. But
even if you go away, whatever you have
done, thatis your permanentasset. Thatis
stated in the Bhagavad-gita, sv-alpam apy
asya dharmasya trayate mahato bhayat.
Even that little asset can help you to be-
come free from the greatest danger. There
are many examples. They’re stated in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Therefore in this human form of life, at
least we shall try to get some spiritual as-
sets. In the Bhagavad-gita it is stated that
evenifsuch aperson fallsdown, he’sgiven
the chance next life to take birth in a very
rich aristrocratic family or in a very pious
brahmana family. So, alittle spiritual asset
in this human form of life will at least
guarantee your next life in a very nice
family. But without spiritual life there is
no guarantee whether you are going to be-
come a human being or a cat or dog. EJ
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Male Ego and God Consciousness

sychologists are observing that the

modern male is caught in a bind:
he is pressured to be tough and inde-
pendent, and yet he is expected to be a
sensitive partner to his wife.

But the trends of the 1980’s don’t
favor the “sensitive man.” He who was
once considered an admirable, caring
person is now called a wimp. The image
of Hollywood’s Rambo pressures men
to live up to an impossible standard of
masculinity. As a result of this bind,
men are more and more becoming out
of touch with their real selves. Beneath
a veneer of machismo often lies a trou-
bled man. As one psychologist reports,
“The diagnosis of chauvinism is super-
ficial. Closer examination of a man’s
behavior reveals a powerfully
masochistic, self-hating and often self-
destructive style.”

The Krsna conscious philosophy and
way of life can offer solutions to this
male dilemma. The Bhagavad-gita in-
forms us that all persons, whether male
or female, have an identity beyond the
temporary bodily role. This permanent
identity is called arma, spirit soul. The
Bhagavad-gita instructs us how to live
out our social duties as man or woman
and at the same time get in touch with
our permanent relationship with the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Knowledge of the grma must be com-
bined with knowledge of the supreme
atma, the Personality of Godhead, ST
Krsna. God, or the Supreme Being, con-
tains both male and female aspects, but
He is the ultimate enjoyer, known in
Sanskrit as purusa, or “male.” In human
society, both men and women seek the
dominant role as the enjoyer. Everyone
strives to be the purusa, but in the abso-
lute sense a mere mortal can never be-
come the predominator. We are all pre-
dominated. While living in this world,
we are under the control of the material
energy, and even if we attain liberation
from birth and death, we then accept
the eternal loving supremacy of the Per-
sonality of Godhead. So once a man
understands that he is not the supreme
purusa, he can relieve himself from a
heavy burden of false ego.

This is not just theory. A life dedi-
cated to God consciousness can fulfill a
man’s drive for courageous acts while
allowing full expression of his capacity
for gentleness and caring. This har-
mony is realized in the lives of saintly
persons of all religious paths.

We observed this in the life of our
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spiritual master, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Srila Prabhupada acted with great cour-
age by coming to America with no
money or patronage. With lone determi-
nation he began the Krsna conscious-
ness movement in New York City. And
as his movement successfully developed
worldwide, Srila Prabhupada often
seemed like a general on the battlefield,
directing men and resources. He was
never depressed or daunted by obstacles
to the spreading of his mission.

On the other hand, those who met
Srila Prabhupada were impressed by
his childlike innocence and gentleness.
He was never too busy to chat with chil-
dren, to give medical and domestic ad-
vice to his disciples and friends, or to
stop to admire a flower. Srila Prabhu-
pada once advised one of his disciples
who was about to leave for preaching in
Bangladesh, “Go with the courage of an
Englishman and the compassion of a
Bengali mother.”

One might say that the saintly ideal is
just as unattainable as the perfect
macho image, and therefore to attempt
it will create another kind of pressure.
Granted, most of us cannot attain the
stature of a saint. But Prabhupada en-
couraged everyone, declaring that tak-
ing to God consciousness is easy and
sublime, since it is an awakening of our
original nature. Attempts to become a
supermale are artificial, and whatever
success we may attain is temporary. But
attainment of our spiritual life is natu-
ral, and the gains are never lost.

When a man tries his best to serve
God, he adopts practices that require
sensual restraint and dutifulness—
noble forms of masculine strength.

At the same time, spiritual practice
brings out the softer, compassionate
side of a person. Through worship of
God and service to the spiritual master,
a man refines his sensibility.

Spiritual life is not stereotyped. There
are many different roles that may be
fulfilled by a God conscious person. In
the lives of great teachers such as Jesus
Christ and Lord Buddha, we see the ul-
timate: an empowered person who com-
bines the heroism of a preacher with
the compassion of a mother—ready to
face persecution, while offering protec-
tion to all suffering souls. We also have
saintly examples in the lives of persons
who fulfilled more worldly roles, such
as the kings of Vedic times or even ordi-
nary workers who dedicate their occu-

pational efforts in the service of God
through karma-yoga (action in Krsna
consciousness). The Vedic social
scheme provides a way, known as .
varndsrama, whereby a man or a woman
can engage his or her talents in the
service of God under the direction of
the spiritual master.

Simply putting God in the center of
one’s life drastically diminishes the
pressures to behave as a Rambo and
the fears of being called a wimp. If we
associate with persons who are God
conscious, such friends will not exert
bizarre pressures on us to perform as
“purusas.” And if we are God conscious,
we will not be disturbed by the de-
mands of materialistic persons that we
behave in a chauvinistic way.

In the Vedic scripture Srimad-
Bhagavatam, there is a story of a king
who once made fun of the great saint
Jada Bharata. Unaware of the spiritual
stature of Jada Bharata, the king was
employing him as a palanquin bearer.
While carrying the king, the saint was
concerned not to step on ants along the
way, and therefore he walked somewhat
awkwardly and jostled the king. The
king then rebuked him, “What's the
matter? Are you too weak?” To these
words Jada Bharata replied as follows:

My dear king and hero, whatever you
have spoken sarcastically is certainly
true. . . . You have said that I am not
stout and strong, and these words are be-
fitting a person who does not know the
distinction between the body and the
soul. The body may be fat or thin, but no
learned man would say such things of the
spirit soul. . . . As far as the spirit soul is
concerned, I am neither fat nor skinny;
therefore you are correct when you say
that I am not very stout. Also, if the ob-
ject of this journey and the path leading
there were mine, there would be many
troubles for me, but because they relate
not to me but to my body, there is no
trouble at all.

—Bhag. 5109

Even if one is not prepared to make a
dramatic increase in commitment to
spiritual life, a little spiritual under-
standing will give him relief. If a person
just begins to understand the anma, he
will know that he is neither a man nor a
woman, but an eternal servant of God.
Even if we can only occasionally medi-
tate on this eternal identity, we will get
solace from the clashing pressures
created by illusory persons in the illu-
sory material world. —SDG
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There's
More Here
Than Meets
TheEye

What you
see here is a
delicious samosa—a
delicate savory of fresh
cauliflower, potatoes, and peas
spiced, sautéed, and wrapped in a ™
special pastry dough, then deep-fried in the _ *\ *
purest ghee (clarified butter). Voila! A samosa. \
Ah, but it's what you don’t see that makes it special,
the two secret ingredients that give our samosas a
- unique quality millions of people have experienced at more
than 290 Hare Krsna centers worldwide. What are the secret
ingredients? Love and devotion, without which no samosa—or any
of the many vegetarian dishes prepared for the weekly Sunday
Feast—is suitable to be offered to the Supreme Lord, Krsna.
For a spiritual deliciousness found nowhere else, come to the Sunday
Feast—and taste it for yourself.



