


His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
Founder-Acarya of the
International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age sixty-nine, to fulfill
his spiritual master’s request that
he teach the science of Krsna
consciousness throughout the
English-speaking world. In a
dozen years he published some
seventy volumes of translation
and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now
standard in universities world-
wide. Meanwhile, traveling
almost nonstop, Srila Prabhupada
molded his international society
into a worldwide confederation of
asramas, schools, temples, and
farm communities. He passed
away in 1977 in India’s
Vindavana, the place most

sacred to Lord Krsna. His disciples
are carrying forward the movement
he started. Advanced disciples
throughout the world have been
authorized to serve in the position
of spiritual master, initiating
disciples of their own. And these
disciples, in turn, become

linked with Srila Prabhupada
through the transcendental
system of disciplic succession.

BAcCK To GODHEAD is the monthly journal of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

he wanted it to achieve. They are as follows:

1. To systematically propagate spiritual knowledge

techniques of spiritual life in order to check the
imbalance of values in life and to achieve real
unity and peace in the world.

3. To bring the members of the Society together
with each other and nearer to Krsna, the prime
entity, thus developing the idea within the

When Srila Prabhupada began the Society (in New
York City, in 1966), he put into writing the purposes

to society at large and to educate all peoples in the

2. To propagate a consciousness of Krsna, as it is re-
vealed in Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

members, and humanity at large, that each soul is
part and parcel of the quality of Godhead (Krsna).

. To teach and encourage the sarnkirtana

movement, congregational chanting of the holy
names of God, as revealed in the teachings of
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

. To erect for the members and for society at large

a holy place of transcendental pastimes
dedicated to the personality of Krsna.

. To bring the members closer together for the

purpose of teaching a simpler, more natural way
of life.

. With a view toward achieving the aforementioned

purposes, to publish and distribute periodicals,
books, and other writings.
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LIQUID
BEAUTY

Why is the attraction between male and female so powerful?

Whatis the essence of this attraction?

And why does the Vedic literature call it illusion?

A lecture given in Montreal in 1968
by HIS DIVINE GRACE

A. C. BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

isavasyam idam sarvam
yat kirica jagatyar jagat
tena tyaktena bhunjitha
ma grdhah kasya svid dhanam

“Everything animate and inanimate within
the universe is controlled and owned by
the Lord. One should therefore accept
only those things necessary for himself,
which are set aside as his quota, and one
should not accept other things, knowing
well to whom they belong.” (Fopanisad, 1)

Everything belongs to Krsna. That is
the verdict of the ISopanisad. For ex-
ample, this land of America is now divided,
but to whom did it originally belong? It be-
longed to Krsna. You have come here and
divided Krsna’s property and declared,
“This is Canada, this is the United States,
this is South America.” In this way you are
claiming proprietorship. But are you really
the proprietor? No. You have encroached
upon another’s property, so you are all
thieves.

Actually, this is the position of anyone
who claims to own something in this ma-
terial world. This is illusion: janasya moho
'yam aham mameti. Aharh mameti means
“I and mine.” In other words, when one
thinks, “This body is me, and everything
in relationship to this body is mine,” heis a

thief and he is in illusion.

Now, what does one consider “mine”?
His wife, his children, his home, his coun-
try. Why? Because he has a bodily rela-
tionship with these things. The original
illusion is to think, “I am this body,” and
then all these illusory, false relationships
develop.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam explains that
this illusion develops because we are in the
kingdom of mdaya, Krsna’s illusory po-
fency, and she is attracting us. Whatis that
attractive force? For man that attractive
force is woman; and for woman, man. The
whole world is going on because of this sex
attraction. Not only in human society but
also in dog society, cat society, hog soci-
ety, bird society—everywhere the female
is attractive for the male, and the male is
attractive for the female. This is illusion.

Ta get out of this illusion, we must be
trained in how to counteract sex attraction.
That is why from a young age, brahma-
carya [celibacy] training is given so that one
can know that a woman’s body is not actu-
ally attractive. What is attractive about it?
It is simply made of flesh and blood. Simi-
larly, if a woman analyzes a man'’s body,
what is there to be attracted to? Flesh and
blood? Is flesh and blood very attractive?

In this connection there is a nice story
about how one young girl kept her beauty

PAINTING BY PUSKARA DASA

in a pot. Once there was a very beautiful
girl, and a rich boy was after her. The girl
was married, but she was not very rich. So
the boy was always proposing to her that
they enjoy sex life, and she became per-
plexed: “He’s a rich man. If I don’t agree,
he may do some harm to my husband or to
me.” So she made a plan. The next time
the boy approached her she said, “All right,
I agree to your proposal. You come to my
house in one week and I’ll engage with
you.” Oh, he was very excited.

In the meantime the girl took some strong
emetics and purgatives, and for seven days
she simply purged out all her beauty by
vomiting and passing stool. Then she kept
those vomits and stools in two pots. Now,
if you pass stool for even one day your fea-
tures become ugly. And she passed stool
and vomit for seven days, so naturally she
became very ugly.

When the boy came to her, she was sit-
ting at the door. He asked, “Where is that
beautiful girl who was living here?”

She said, “Yes, I am she.”

*No, you're not. She is so beautiful, and
you are so ugly.”

“No, I am the same girl.”

“Why have you become so ugly?”

“Because I have extracted my beauty.”

“Where is it?”

“In these two pots. Just see. If you like,
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you can now enjoy my beauty.”

Actually, if we dissect our body we will
find stool, urine, intestines, brains, mus-
cles, blood, and so on. But because that
stool, urine, muscle, brains, and intestines
are so nicely decorated, the body can at-
tract you. This is maya.

This business is going on all over the
world. In this country I see that the girls
are attracting the boys by their features in
so many ways. And similarly the boys are
attracting the girls by so many features—
especially by nice motorcars. And as soon
as a boy and girl are actually attracted and
joined together in sex, the illusion be-
comes doubly knotted (tayor mitho hrdaya-
granthim dhuh). The word hrdaya-grathim
means “the tight knot of attraction within
the heart.”

So, when the knot of material attraction
becomes tightened through sex, the boy
and girl want a house (grka) and some
land (ksetra). Of course, nowadays every-
one is seeking employment, but formerly
there was no industry, no big business,
and so everyone had to produce his own
foodstuffs out of the field (ksetra). If you
become a family man, you must have some
source of income, and the original source
of income is the land. If you can utilize the
land, then all your necessities will be pro-
vided. As I mentioned before, this Ameri-
can land was lying vacant, but after the
Europeans took possession of it they ex-
ploited its resources. So, everything was
originally in the land.

Now, after acquiring some land or some
employment, one naturally wants children
(suta). As soon as a boy and girl are mar-
ried, they generally desire to have a child.
At least the girl wants one, although now
the process is different. But girls generally
want a child. That is natural. Then comes
dapta, relatives, and finally vittaih, wealth.
One needs some bank balance.

In this way one goes on increasing his il-
lusion more and more. But nobody is
thinking, “Why am I increasing my illu-
sion? I am so busy getting the require-
ments of the body, but I am not the body. I
am a soul. What are the requirements of
the soul?”

People have forgotten their real interest
and are absorbed in satisfying their super-
ficial interests. But if you simply wash
your shirt and coat and do not feed your
body, how long can you exist? My Guru
Maharaja [Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thikura] used to give a similar example: A
man was drowning, and another man came
to save him. So the second man jumped
into the water, but when he came out he
brought only the drowning man’s shirt and
coat. Yet the second man thought, “Now I
have saved him.”

The mistake of modern civilization is that
people are simply concerned with the
“shirt and coat” —the body. There are
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many hospitals to cure bodily diseases, but
there is no hospital to cure the disease of
the soul. This Krsna consciousness move-
ment is for curing the disease of the soul.
Every soul, every person, is mistakenly ac-
cepting his body or his mind as his self. But
the Srimad-Bhdgavatam says, yasydatma-
buddhih kunape tri-dhdtuke . . . saeva
gokharah: “Anyone who accepts his body
as his self is like an ass or a cow.” The
bodily concept of life is therefore a gross
misconception.

In the beginning of the Bhagavad-gita,
Arjuna identified himself with his body.
He was thinking, “This person is my grand-
father, this one is my spiritual master, this
one is my nephew,” and so on. So Arjuna
was unwilling to fight against them. He
was perplexed about his duty. And when

All the schools and
universities are busy
studying chemistry,
physics, biology,
and at most a little
philosophy. But this
philosophy is simply
mental speculation.
Somebody gives
a theory, and another
philosopher gives a
conflicting theory.

he was unable to find a solution to his
problems, he surrendered to Krsna: Sisyas
te’harn $adhi marm tvam prapannam. “1 sur-
render unto You as Your disciple. Please
save me from this perplexity.” Then Krsna
immediately chided him. The spiritual
master has the right to chide his disciple,
so because Arjuna accepted Krsna as his
spiritual master, the Lord immediately
chided him: asocyan anvasocas tvari prajina-
vadams ca bhasase. “My dear Arjuna, you
are talking just like a very learned man,
but you are fool number one.” Of course,
Krsna did not directly say “fool number
one,” but He said that no learned man
speaks as Arjuna was speaking.

Before Arjuna accepted Krsna as his
spiritual master, Arjuna was saying, “If [
kill my family members, the women will
become polluted and there will be un-
wanted children. And as soon as this world
is full of unwanted children, it will be

hell.” This is a fact. The world has now be-
come a hell due to unwanted children.

Arjuna was speaking just like an ordi-
nary gentleman, but when Krsna took up
His role as Arjuna’s spiritual master, the
Lord said, “Arjuna, you are hovering on
the material plane. That is not very learned.
The wise man understands everything from
the spiritual platform. He doesn’t lament
over the body, whether living or dead.”

So the body is not very important; the
spirit is important. But nobody is discuss-
ing spirit. All the educational centers and
universities are busy studying chemistry,
physics, biology, mathematics, and at most
a little philosophy. But this philosophy is
simply mental speculation. Somebody gives
some theory, and another philosopher gives
some conflicting theory, but nobody is dis-
cussing the eternal spirit soul. That is the
defect of the modern civilization.

It is a very hard task for us to convince
people about these facts. But they are true
whether people accept them or not. It is
simply their misfortune if they do not ac-
cept. The fact is that, as Lord Krsna says,
mamaivarso jiva-loke jiva-bhitah: All liv-
ing entities are part and parcel of Krsna.
Then what is our duty? Consider this ex-
ample: The hand is part and parcel of the
body, and so the duty of the hand is to
serve the whole body. That’s all. The hand
has no other duty. It cannot eat on its own
account; it cannot do anything on its own
account. When the hand takes direction
from the whole, from me, then it works
very nicely. In the same way, my leg and
tongue and all other organs are servants of
the body as a whole.

Similarly, as Caitanya Mahaprabhu*says,
jivera svaripa haya krsnera nitya-dasa:
“Every living entity is the eternal servant
of Krsna.” Krsna is the supreme control-
ler, so it is the duty of everyone to serve
Him. That is natural. Any other position is
diseased. In other words, whoever is not
acting in Krsna consciousness is diseased.

The treatment for this diseased condition
is chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. This
chanting will cure the material disease just
as a certain material mantra can cure a
man bitten by a serpent. I do not know
whether you have seen this, but in India
there are experts who, simply by chanting
amantra, can revive the consciousness of a
man bitten by a serpent. Similarly, we
have been bitten by the serpent of maya,
illusion, and the Hare Krsna mantra will
restore our consciousness to its natural
state— Krsna consciousness.

Thank you very much. e

*Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself in the
role of His own devotee. He appeared in India
five hundred years ago to teach love of God
through the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.



Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

hat is a mantra? In Sanskrit, man

means “mind” and rra means “freeing.”
So a mantra is a combination of transcendental
sounds that frees our minds from the anxieties
of living in the material world.

Ancient India’s Vedic literatures single out
one mantra as the maha (supreme) mantra.
The Kali-santarana Upanisad explains, “These
sixteen words— Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—are
especially meant for counteracting the ill
effects of the present age of quarrel and
anxiety.”

The Narada-paricaratra adds, “All mantras

and all processes for self-realization are
compressed into the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.”
Five centuries ago, while spreading the maha-
mantra throughout the Indian subcontinent,
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu prayed, “O Supreme
Personality of Godhead, in Your name You
have invested all Your transcendental energies.”
The name Krsna means “the all-attractive
one,” the name Rama means “the all-pleasing
one,” and the name Hare is an address to the
Lord’s devotional energy. So the mahd-mantra
means, “O all-attractive, all-pleasing Lord, O
energy of the Lord, please engage me in Your
devotional service.” Chant the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra and your life will be sublime.

PHOTO BY BHARGAVA DASA
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REFLECTIONS
AT THE ZO00

As the most elevated species,

we human beings should have something to show for it.

by MATHURESA DASA

Last summer I spent an afternoon at
the Philadelphia Zoo with my two-
year-old son, Uttama. It was a hot August
day, and as I carried Uttama from cage to
cage, from the elephant compound to the
lion house to the bird sanctuary, I began to
wish I had heeded my wife’s advice to
bring along the stroller. “Why bring the
stroller?” I had replied. “He knows how to
walk.”

He certainly does know how to walk (and
run and jump and climb), but like most
two-year-olds, he usually heads in the wrong
direction, toward whatever is most inter-
esting—and dangerous. Spotting the ele-
phants, he wriggled out of my arms and
ran up to the low fence around the moat
that separated them from us. [ apprehended
him just as he began to scale the fence, and
I explained that we were supposed to look
at the animals, not play with them. He
grudgingly complied, and stood for a few
minutes watching his would-be playmates
and occasionally turning to me to exclaim,
“B-i-i-g ones!”

I watched too, wondering what these “big
ones” thought about being caged, with
crowds of human creatures gawking at
them. And not to speak of being caged
within a zoo, what was it like to be caged
within such a body? As a student of the
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, I understood that
every living creature —elephant, human
being, or whatever—is not the physical

6 BACK TO GODHEAD

body but is the eternal soul within the
body. The soul activates the body just as a
man “activates” his clothing. A body can’t
move without the soul any more than a
suit of clothes can get up and walk.

One amazing thing about the soul is that
although it is extremely small (one ten-
thousandth the size of the tip of a hair, the
Svetasvatara Upanisad says), it activates
huge bodies, like elephants and whales;
microscopic bodies, like germs and viruses;
and everything in between. The tiny soul
spreads consciousness throughout the body
just as the sun spreads its light throughout
the sky.

So these elephants loitering before usin
the August heat were in fact tiny spirit
souls inside huge, gray, four-legged bodies.
Since their senses, mind, and intelligence
were different from mine, they saw, heard,
smelled, tasted, felt, and thought about
things in a different way. I, for instance,
couldn’t tell offhand the difference be-
tween the males and the females. But the
elephants, I assumed, could not only tell
the difference, but found their mates quite
comely. And the elephants would prefer
different foods than I, although we prob-
ably could have shared a bag of peanuts.
As individual spirit souls, all living beings
are qualitatively the same, but when the
consciousness of the soul “filters” through
a particular body, it takes on particular
qualities and activities.

MONTAGE BY YAMARAJA DASA

Uttama and I next visited the lion house.
When I told Uttama that the lioness asleep
in a cage outside the main entrance was a
“big kitty,” he stared in disbelief. Back
home Uttama was pretty good friends with
the Siamese cat next door, although it had
scratched him once or twice. But what if,
he seemed to be thinking, one of these
moved into the neighborhood?

Inside, visitors crowded up to a railing
in front of a row of three cages on one side
of a large room. On the opposite side,
people sat on bleachers provided by some
thoughtful zoo managers. Lions were a big
attraction.

Edging forward to get a better look, 1
saw two more lionesses and one lion, all
three pacing back and forth at the front of
their cages. With Uttama in my arms, I
stood and watched the lion as he reached
one end of his cage, wheeled around, and
shook his golden mane. We caught his
eyes for the first time, and Uttama grabbed
my shoulder and hid his face. I was also
startled. Obviously this guy was hungry,
and as he glared at us, his intentions, frus-
trated by only a few iron bars, were clear.

The lion’s features were so fierce that I
had to remind myself that he too was a
spirit soul. The Bhagavad-gita and other
Vedic literatures explain that every soul is
originally a pure, eternal servant of the Su-
preme Soul, the Personality of Godhead,
Lord Krsna. But when the soul desires to






forget his position as servant of Krsna and
to become a lord himself, he falls into the
material world, where he gets the oppor-
tunity to fulfill his desires in the various
species.

The individual soul is accompanied dur-
ing his sojourn in this world by the Super-
soul (an expansion of Lord Krsna), who
sits beside the individual soul in the bodies
of all living creatures. The Vedic literature
likens Krsna’s expansion as Supersoul to
the “expansion” of the sun, which can
shine down on the heads of millions of
people and yet remain one. The Supersoul
enters everyone’s heart and yet remains
the one Supreme Lord. The embodied
soul, of course, has forgotten his relation-
ship with the Supersoul, or Krsna, but
Krsna is never affected by forgetfulness.
He remains with the tiny individual soul,
witnessing his activities and fulfilling his
desires.

The Supersoul fulfills our desires first
of all by supplying us with a suitable body.
A living entity with an intense desire to eat
flesh may be provided with a lion’s body,
which is equipped with sharp claws and
teeth as well as the strength and speed to
hunt and kill other animals. An elephant,
on the other hand, while also very strong,
is not suited to eating meat, but has the
ability to enjoy himself by consuming great
quantities of other foodstuffs. The Vedic

literature informs us that there are 8,400,000

species of life and that each species is de-
signed to afford the soul the opportunity
to enjoy a particular kind of sense pleasure.

At the end of its life in one body, the
soul is transferred, by the arrangement of
the Supersoul, to another body to again
take birth. The soul thus travels in the
cycle of repeated birth and death from
body to body and from species to species,
evolving from aquatic life to plant life to
animal life and, finally, to the human form.
According to the Vedic literature, the
Darwinian theory of evolution, which states
that all species have evolved from one-
celled organisms, is incorrect. The Vedas
state that all 8,400,000 species have existed
since the beginning of creation. What
evolves is not the body, but the soul.

The Supersoul not only directs the move-
ment of the soul from body to body but
also directs all psychological processes. In
the Gita Lord Krsna says: “I am seated in
everyone’s heart, and from Me come re-
membrance, knowledge, and forgetful-
ness.” The lion, for example, has not only
the strength and speed to hunt and kill but
the necessary knowledge or intelligence as
well. Understanding the desires of the living
entity perfectly, the Supersoul grants him
the type of intelligence needed to fulfill
those desires. All embodied souls, includ-
ing those in human bodies, are under the
impression that they are acting indepen-
dently and are accomplishing things on
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their own. Yet without intelligence from
the Supersoul, no one can do anything.

So, as Uttama and I watched the lion
pace back and forth in his cage, I thought
of how the Supersoul was present in the
lion’s heart along with the individual con-
ditioned soul and of how He had supplied
that soul with a particular kind of body
and intelligence. Completely forgetful of
his eternal spiritual nature (that also by
the Supersoul’s grace), this soul was fully
identifying with its lion’s body, seeing
other animals, including us two-legged
ones, as food.

We had been watching for five or ten min-
utes when I noticed two zoo employees
pushing a two-wheeled cart down the aisle
between the guard rail and the lion cages.
When I saw that the cart was filled with
rather slimy-looking reddish-brown meat,
it occurred to me why the lion had ap-
peared so hungry —it was lunch time! Al-
though the lion’s glare had at first startled

We caught the lion’s
eyes for the first
time, and my son

Uttama grabbed my

shoulder and hid his

face. I too was
startled. Obviously
this guy was hungry.

me, I now felt a little empathy, even though
his “lunch” looked revolting.

The crowd of visitors pressed forward as
the zoo-keepers flung big hunks of meat
into the cages. Everyone in the bleachers
stood. The lion, being the last in line,
pawed the bars, shook his head, and let
out an echoing roar. When his portion fi-
nally came flying through the bars, he
snatched it up in his jaws and carried it
triumphantly to the back of his cage.

While the lion and lionesses ate, my at-
tention turned to the crowd of spectators.
I had already tried to understand how the
world looked through the eyes of an ele-
phant or a lion and how the Supersoul was
fulfilling their desires. So what about my
fellow human beings, my fellow zoo-goers?
I assumed that their outlook was much
like mine, that they found the spectacle of
the lion’s meal somewhat ghastly, although
natural. Raw meat, everybody knows, is
the proper food for a lion.

But weren’t most of the spectators meat-
eaters themselves? Nearly everyone nowa-

days is. So perhaps they were identifying, if
only slightly, with the big meat-eaters be-
hind the bars. I couldn’t say for sure.

What was perfectly clear, however, was
that while both the lions and the specta-
tors were capable of eating meat, the lions
were much better at it. This the crowd
seemed to notice, too.

“Look! It’s going to gobble the whole
thing!” said one lady, as a lioness downed
a particularly large mouthful.

“Ripped it in two!™ a boy in front of me
squealed, as the lion tore into his meal.

The lion is fully equipped to devour raw
flesh; even its digestive system is specially
adapted for meat. Medical research has
linked meat-eating by humans to cancer,
kidney disease, and heart disease; but the
lion suffers no such difficulties.

Observing lunch at the lion cages served
to confirm the assertion of the Vedic lit-
eratures that meat-eating isonly for animals.
Not only is the human body ill-adapted to
consuming flesh, but the killing of helpless
creatures for the satisfaction of our bellies
is unworthy of our human intelligence.
The animal is a spirit soul like ourselves,
an individual who, when slaughtered, suf-
fers as much as we would. And the Super-
soul is present in the animal’s heart as
much as in ours. Knowing this, a human
being should see each body as a residence
for the Supreme Lord and should there-
fore avoid violence as far as possible.

It’s not that I felt the urge to convince
the crowd around me that they should be
vegetarian. After all, many animals—like
Uttama’s friends the elephants—are vege-
tarian, so why should a human being feel
particularly distinguished simply because
he eats only fruits, vegetables, and grains?
Besides, killing vegetable life is also vio-
lent, although less so than killing creatures
who are higher on the evolutionary scale
and therefore more acutely conscious of
pain.

The special opportunity of human life
isn’t to be vegetarian, but to understand the
soul and the Supersoul—the individual self
and the Supreme Lord. When human be-
ings have knowledge of the soul and the
Supersoul, they naturally avoid violence,
both toward each other and toward those
lower on the evolutionary scale.

Holding Uttama in my now-aching arms,
with four-legged meat-eaters in front of
me behind the bars and two-legged ones
pressing in around me, I felt fortunate to
be a member of the Krsna consciousness
movement and doubly determined to con-
tinue helping the movement, in my own
small way, to energetically distribute the
Vedic science of self-realization (the science
of the self and the Superself) to all parts of
the world. Only if people come to under-
stand the Krsna consciousness movement
can they take full advantage of their human

e
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Coming to Krsna

Discovering

The Culture of the Soul

A young Canadian moves from Judaism to rock music to the rat race
before a chance encounter opens the door to “a different world.”

grew up in the Canadian

Midwest in Winnipeg, a city
of half a million people. I was
Jewish, and my early education
was steeped in the lore and cul-
ture of Judaism. Weekly my
mother would send me for my
violin lesson and dance class.
At age thirteen I was duly con-
firmed, and I feelingly sang the
Hebrew prayers at my Bar Mitz-
vah, with a voice cracking inter-
mittently because of puberty.
As is the custom, some people
said it was the best they’d ever
heard.

Our family would meet regu-
larly at my Uncle Mike’s home,
where we would dutifully ob-
serve the High Holy Days, espe-
cially Passover and Hanukkah.
This was a necessity in our fami-
ly. We were maintaining the
tradition, because to be a Jew
was considered a privilege. Not
that my mother looked down
on Gentiles; rather, she readily
mixed with people of all faiths
and made friends with them.
Our Jewish culture was our way of life, of
course, but it was mainly concerned with
the external concept of being Jewish. God
was rarely discussed.

As I entered my teenage years, my cul-
tural perspective changed. I gave up the
violin, which I had studied for six years,
and took up the guitar. [ started playing
rock 'n’ roll and blues. Since my father had
abandoned his responsibility to the family
and had gone off on his own merry way, I
had no one around to explain to me what
was happening. My senses were becoming
wild.

It wasn’t long before everybody knew
me as a rock guitarist gigging around town

YAMARAIA DASA
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with various bands. The family was em-
barrassed. My mother tried to dissuade
me, but she was unable to give proper
guidance, partly because of my stubborn
nature and partly because of her liberal at-
titude. She had always wanted me to be-
come accomplished at music—but not like
this!

Having already completely rejected the
culture in which I had been born, nur-
tured, and educated, I now embraced the
rock culture. My young senses were awak-
ening, and I wanted to experience new
sights and sounds and ideas. And my
Jewish culture was unable to provide them.
My new way of life, although strange to

my family, was very exciting
and challenging to me.

“It’ll never last,” my mother
used to say about my music.
“It’s just a passing fad. You
should take up something more
worthwhile and lasting.” Pro-
phetic words, though they fell
on deaf ears. Still, T couldn’t
really become a part of the rock
music scene, because it was too
jaded for my sensibilities. Out-
wardly I appeared to be a part
of the scene, but inside I was a
different person—a person who
was becoming more and more
dissatisfied with life.

By the time I reached my early
twenties I was completely bored
with everything. Nothing gave
me a sense of fulfillment—not
my rock music, not my college,
and not my girl friend, what to
speak of my Jewish family tradi-
tion, which [ had rejected years
ago. I was feeling culturally be-
reft. Still, I figured I had to
make money, so I packed my
bags and left for Toronto, where
I applied for a job with IBM. After passing
a barrage of tests, I was accepted into the
IBM family of computer programmers, or
“hackers,” as they’re known in the trade.

Two years in the business world as a
young man on the way up didn’t inspire
me either, though I vainly tried to enjoy
my new-found wealth. I was bored with
associates talking about Fortran and bytes
of core storage. Again those feelings of
dissatisfaction overtook me. Before, when
I was living at home, my mother would
often lament, “Why can’t you ever stick to
anything? Use your intelligence and do
something with your life.” Now I was bored
with computers and wanted to leave. But
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didn’t know where to go or what to do.

I had experienced life in several widely
varying cultural milieus, but without find-
ing satisfaction. My soul was crying for
some deeper expression, but society could
not provide the outlet. Although I loved
music, I couldn’t find a sense of purpose in
what I was playing. Computers were in-
teresting, but my job wasn’t anything more
to me than just a way to earn a living. It
seemed I had come to a dead end.

One day during the summer of 1968, my
supervisor gave me a new assignment: a
Mr. Sen Gupta would be requiring my
help to run his programs. Mr. Sen Gupta
was from India, and I was interested to
hear him speak about his life and culture
and about his boyhood in a remote village.
It was all new to me, and he piqued my in-
terest with his mystical references to Krsna
and his talk of childhood encounters with
the occult. That all this talk was going on
in the Toronto Data Center of IBM seemed
incongruous to me. Understanding the in-
appropriateness of the situation, and feel-
ing he had found a friend, Mr. Sen Gupta
invited my girl friend and me to dinner at
his home.

As soon as we walked in the door we
were in a different world. As we followed
our host into the living room, the fra-
grance of curry greeted us. We sat down,
and as I sank into the comfortable sofa, I
glanced around the room. The pictures on
the wall immediately evoked a culture
both distant and ancient. Mrs. Sen Gupta
came in from the kitchen, greeted us with
smiles, sweet words, and cordial Indian
gestures, and then returned to finish the
last bit of cooking.

My girl friend and I began chatting with
Mr. Sen Gupta. When my girl friend men-
tioned that she had seen shaven-headed
youths playing drums and chanting Hare
Krsna in San Francisco during the sum-
mer, our host replied, “Oh, they are Vais-
navas.” Although I had never heard the
word before, somehow it stuck in my mind.

Our host explained that these were de-
vout followers of Caitanya Mahaprabhu, a
sixteenth-century saint who propagated the
chanting of the names of God as the best
way to achieve God consciousness in this
lifetime. “At home in Bengal,” our host
continued, “this chanting and dancing is a
common sight. Bengali Vaisnavas accept
that Caitanya Mahaprabhu is an incarna-
tion of Lord Krsna.” It never occurred to
me at the time that Mr. Sen Gupta was
also a Vaisnava.

All of a sudden Mrs. Sen Gupta walked
into the room carrying a tray with several
exotic-looking dishes. She walked right
past us and placed the tray on the mantle-
piece before an attractively framed pic-
ture. She folded her palms and closed her
eyes. “She’s saying a prayer,” our host in-
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formed us, as we stared with great interest
at this unfamiliar custom. After a few mo-
ments, she returned with a smile to inform
us that dinner was ready.

The vegetarian meal was completely new
to us, and we liked it. Although I didn’t
know it at the time, we were being served
prasddam, which means “the mercy of
Krsna.” Vaispavas prepare all food with
the consciousness that it is for the plea-
sure of God. Then it is offered with devo-
tion to Krsna, who accepts the offering of
love from His devotees. The food, coming
in contact with the Supreme Pure, be-
comes spiritualized. It’s a similar idea to
the Holy Eucharist of Christianity, except
instead of a wafer, you get a banquet of
sumptuous vegetarian cuisine cooked with
exotic spices and herbs. Unknowingly,

Unexpectedly, upon
hearing the chanting,
a wave of emotion
swept over me and
I started to shed
tears. Overcome by
the mood, I closed
my eyes. I had been
involved with music
most of my life—
why was this affecting
me so strongly?

I was experiencing the culture of Krsna
consciousness from an authentic Bengali
Vaisnava.

Over a hot cup of herbal tea, our host
informed us that every Sunday they would
get together with other Indian families ata
rented hall downtown. “We use it for our
temple,” he said. He asked if we would
like to visit, and we said we would.

The next Sunday afternoon we drove
downtown, following the directions Mr.
Sen Gupta had given us. When we got
there we found an old three-story build-
ing, hardly what we had expected an In-
dian temple to look like. We climbed two
flights of stairs, until we came to a door
marked with a three. Opening the door,
we entered an auditorium with rows of
pews and, at the far end, a small stage.
Rhythmic music emanated from the stage.
Although we were careful to enter quietly,

almost everyone turned to look at us as we
took our seats.

From our seats we watched the musicians
sitting cross-legged on the stage. One man
pumped a harmonium and sang in a mov-
ing voice, while the others played drums
and hand cymbals and responded in chorus.
As I listened intently, trying to follow the
melody and rhythm, I gradually caught
on; they were chanting Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare.

Unexpectedly, a wave of emotion swept
over me and I began shedding tears.
Overcome by the mood, I closed my eyes. I
had been involved with music all my life—
why was this affecting me so strongly? Al-
lowing the sound vibrations to enter into
me, I wondered at the beauty of it all.
After a few moments, I looked over to my
girl friend to see how she liked it. She
smiled and nodded.

When the musicians stopped playing,
everyone acknowledged our presence with
a polite greeting. Although we were the
only Westerners present, we felt at ease.
Soon the singing started again, and after
some time we decided to leave. Quietly,
we tiptoed out the back and down the
stairs.

The next time Mr. Sen Gupta came by
the office, we spoke only briefly, but I told
him that I had enjoyed the Sunday pro-
gram. His work at IBM was almost fin-
ished, however, and we hardly saw each
other again. I began reading books on
yoga and philosophy. Before long I be-
came a vegetarian, and I began meeting
other people who were also seeking some-
thing more substantial in life.

From time to time I would come across
the Hare Krsna devotees chanting on street
corners and distributing their magazine.
It was always pleasing to hear the rhyth-
mic chiming of hand cymbals and then
round a corner to find robed and shaven-
headed youths chanting the familiar Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, and dancing. Occa-
sionally they would offer me a BACK TO
GODHEAD magazine, but I had my own
philosophy. Besides, I figured I knew what
their beliefs were. I understood they had
adopted a life of simplicity and chanting as
a means of spiritual realization, so I ac-
cepted them as brothers.

A few years passed, and I moved to
London. One summer’s day in 1972, as I
was walking through Soho, I heard a fa-
miliar sound—ting, ting, ting, ting, ting,
ting. As I rounded the corner onto Oxford
Street, there they were: the Hare Krsna
devotees, chanting and wending their way
through the crowds of shoppers and tour-
ists, bringing a little music and their maga-
zine to the noisy city streets.

It was like meeting an old friend. A



smile appeared on my face as they danced
by me. They’re here too, I mused, and I
remembered my exchanges with Mr. Sen
Gupta and the chanting at the Indian
temple years ago. From my own experi-
ences I knew that an ancient culture was
being transplanted in the West, much the
same as Christianity had been exported to
India.

Later one devotee, Prabhavisnu dasa,
helped me to grasp the importance of the
chanting of Hare Krsna. He explained that,
according to the five-thousand-year-old
Vedic scriptures, the chanting of the holy
names of God cleanses the heart of lust,
anger, greed, envy, madness, and illusion.
Thus the original consciousness of the soul
is uncovered and one’s dormant love for
God is automatically revived. This is pos-
sible because God and His holy name are
nondifferent. I was personally able to ex-
perience the power of the chanting of
Hare Krspa, and the results were very
satisfying.

After almost a year of visiting the Lon-
don Hare Krsna temple and associating
with the devotees, reading the translations
of the Vedic writings by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
and observing the four basic restrictions
for all devotees—no meat-eating, no in-
toxication, no illicit sex, and no gambling—
I came to several important realizations.

You're sure to find what you're looking for in the pub-

First, I realized that the Krsna devotees
were much more committed to spiritual
life than anyone else I had come across.
They didn’t offer mere lip service, nor was
their spiritual practice a part-time engage-
ment. Rather, they wholly dedicated them-
selves to the devotional service of God in
every aspect of their lives.

Second, unlike traditional Hinduism,
which is polytheistic, Krsna consciousness
is monotheistic, with a clear conception of
a personal God.

Third, I realized that the philosophy of
Krsna consciousness is extremely profound
and deals with ontological concepts of
God and His creation not found in other
faiths.

I was impressed by the devotees, not
only by their deep understanding of spiri-
tual truths but also by their kindliness.
Resolving to fully experience Krsna con-
sciousness and recalling the ecstatic, at-
tractive chanting and friendliness of a
devotee [ had met back in Toronto (Visva-
karma dasa), I flew back to Canada and
moved into the Toronto temple.

By the summer of 1975, I felt an irresist-
ible desire to go to India and experience
first-hand the roots of the Krsna religion.
Arriving in West Bengal, I immediately
fell in love with this tropical land and its
people, and I recalled my exchanges with
Mr. Sen Gupta. I was now in his home-

Send for our free catalog of books.

land, where almost everyone was a devo-
tee of Krsna! The people accepted me as a
fellow Vaisnava, and many invited me into
their homes as an honored guest. They
were charmed to see that I had so fully im-
bibed their culture.

Everywhere I went, the chanting of Hare
Krsna was accepted as the means to spiri-
tual salvation. This was especially true in
the rural areas, which were dotted with
many picturesque villages. Here the people
lived simply and naturally in thatched
bamboo cottages that reminded me of some
South Pacific island paradise.

In Bengal, every village holds a yearly
festival in which expert musical groups
and singers are invited to sing the Hare
Krsna mantra; it’s an age-old tradition.
The custom is that the chanting must go on
for three days without a moment’s break.
This, they believe, produces a very auspi-
cious atmosphere. Many people come from
the neighboring villages to hear their fa-
vorite groups play. I also attended one
such festival, and more than ever I was
able 10 see that Krsna consciousness was
an integral part of these people’s lives. It
was also clear that these villagers, despite
their simple lifestyle, were much happier
than the anxiety-ridden men and women
of modern Western cities.

From my study of Srila Prabhupada’s

(continued on page 34)

enlivened, more Krsna conscious.

lications of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust— the world’s
largest publisher of books on the philosophy, religion,
and culture of spiritual India.

What do the ancient sages say about reincarnation?
Karma? Life on other planets? What about meditation?
Transcendence? Mystic powers? Here you'll find answers
that have fascinated philosophers, writers, artists, and
seekers of knowledge for thousands of years.

What is the source of the universe? Why am I here?
Where did I come from, and where am I going? Is there
life after death? And what is life ultimately for?

The world’s oldest questions. And you'll find the
world’s oldest answers in the books of the BBT.

We publish complete, authoritative translations—
with commentary— of original Sanskrit literature.
Spiritual classics like Bhagavad-gita. The Upanisads.
The Srimad-Bhagavatam.

And we also have readable summary studies and
essays that make the most important ideas clear, easy to
follow, easy to make part of your life.

We have records, tape cassettes, videos, children’s
books, cookbooks, calendars, posters—all sorts of
things you can use to become more spiritually

With books from the BBT, you'll get at the essence
of India’s ancient philosophy and culture. You’ll have a
way to stay on the spiritual platform, to stay in touch
with the Supreme. And you'll be right in the middle of
the most deep and exciting ideas your intellect has ever
encountered.

So if you're serious—or even just curious —then
send us the coupon below. Fill itin, clip it out, and put
it in the mail today. We’ll send you our latest catalog so
you can learn more about the wonderful books we have
to offer. It’'s entirely free. So do it now, and we’ll send
you a copy right away.

_____ Tk
i’ BTG Dept. 19-12
| 3764 Watseka Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90034

Yes! Please send me the latest catalog of books from the Bhakti-
vedanta Book Trust. I understand that it’s absolutely free.

1
|
|
|
|
|
| NAME i
|
I
J

ADDRESS
CITY

BACK TO GODHEAD 11



Lord Krsna’s Cuisine

R

Simply Wonderful

That’s Krsna consciousness— whether you consider
the philosophy, the lifestyle, or the cuisine.

Text and photoby
VISAKHA-DEVI DASI

O ne day in the fall of 1970, when $rila
Prabhupada was in Amritsar, India,
one of his disciples asked him about a slo-
gan popular among India’s impersonalistic
philosophers: tat tvam asi. (The imper-
sonalists cite this phrase from the Vedic
literature to support their philosophy that
we are all God.) Prabhupada explained
that tat tvam asi indicated the living entity
is one with God in quality—Dboth are spirit.
But as far as quantity goes, God is infinite,
and the living entity is infinitesimal. To say
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we are all God, therefore, is a gross mis-
application of this statement from the Vedic
literature.

“These impersonalists will just talk and
talk Vedanta philosophy,” Srila Prabhu-
pada said. “It is simply mental speculation,
and they will never come to any conclu-
sion. They will go on speculating for years
and lifetimes, but we’ll realize God simply
by eating.” And from the plate of prasadam
(vegetarian food offered to Krsna) sitting
in front of him, Srila Prabhupada selected

a sweet and popped it into his mouth.

Because impersonalists do not accept the
Personality of Godhead, their philosophy
and way of life are dry. In their ambition to
become God they try to renounce all ac-
tivities of the material world. This world,
they say, is false; only Brahman, the all-
pervading, impersonal spirit is truth. Un-
fortunately, along with material activities,
they also reject the activities of devotional
service. Therefore, although they are try-
ing to turn from the meager pleasures of
material enjoyment, they have not yet
found the superior pleasure of spiritual
life. Devotees, however, being personal-
ists, realize the highest spiritual truth by
such devotional activities as preparing and
offering food for the pleasure of Krsna
and then accepting the remnants as His
mercy (prasadam).

This month we’re featuring sweets so
that you can offer them to Krsna and then
pop them into your mouth, just as Srila
Prabhupida did. The art of making these
sweets has been preserved through gener-
ations of specialized sweet-makers in India.
There the sweet repertoire is extensive and
elaborate, and although preparing such
sweets may appear simple, to do it master-
fully requires great skill.

Of all cooking oils, ghee (clarified but-
ter) is best suited for making grain sweets,
because the flavor of the sweet greatly de-
pends on the flavor of the oil. You may
economize, however, by using a mixture
of half ghee and half clean, mild vegetable
oil.

Traditional sweet-makers place stress on
the texture, color, and shape of each type
of sweet. Some sweets are made into
balls or pressed into decorative molds.
Others are cut from solid sheets into cubes,
wedges, triangles, diamonds, or oblongs.
Some are folded, others are stuffed. Each
region has its own popular sweet specialty
and shape. And each sweet, after it’s been
offered to Krsna, will give spiritual bene-
fit to whoever eats it.

Srila Prabhupada further explained the
benefits of eating prasadam during a con-
versation he had in New York (a year after
Amritsar). A disciple had asked him the
result of distributing a sweet called Simply
Wonderfuls. (See this month’s recipes.)
Srila Prabhupada told him, “Then it is
wonderful —simply wonderful. He has not
tasted such a wonderful sweet in his life.
Therefore, you give him wonderful, and
because he is eating that wonderful sweet,
one day he will come to your temple and
become wonderful. Therefore it is simply
wonderful. So go on distributing this Sim-
ply Wonderful. Your philosophy is simply
wonderful, your prasadam is simply won-
derful, you are simply wonderful. And your
Krsna is simply wonderful. Krsna acts
wonderfully, and it is acting wonderfully.
Who can deny it?” o



(Recipes by Yamuna-devi dasi)

Simply Wonderfuls
(Mock Pera)

Yield: 12 pieces

14 cup unsalted butter, at room temperature
2 cup sifted powdered sugar

1 cup skim milk powder

Y4 teaspoon cardamom powder

up to 1 teaspoon milk

1. Combine the butter and sifted powdered
sugar in a small mixing bowl and cream until
smooth.

2. Add the powdered milk and cardamom
powder and mix into the soft dough. The
ingredients may need to be adjusted slightly
by adding a sprinkle of milk or additional
powdered milk, if necessary. The dough will
harden as it sets, so immediately divide into
12 pieces and roll into smooth, round balls.

3. The balls may be pressed into candy molds
to yield attractive shapes before being offered
to Krsna.

Melt-in-Your-Mouth Chick-Pea Flour Sweets
(Besan Laddu)

Yield: 15 balls

Y2 cup butter

1 cup sifted chick-pea flour

1 cup sifted powdered sugar

1% teaspoon cardamom powder

1. Melt the butter in a 10-inch nonstick or
heavy frying pan over a medium-low flame.
Sprinkle in the chick-pea flour and mix well.
Stir-fry until the mixture turns golden brown.
Remove from the flame.

2. Add the sifted powdered sugar and car-
damom powder and thoroughly blend the in-
gredients, using a wooden spoon.

3. When the mixture is cool enough to
handle, roll it quickly into neat balls or press
into decorative molds and offer to Krsna.

Variation I: Pistachio Nut Laddu

Prepare as directed, adding finely chopped,
blanched, raw pistachios with the cardamom
powder.

Variation II: Crunchy Laddu

Prepare as directed, adding 3 tablespoons
toasted, slightly crushed sesame seeds, 3 table-
spoons dessicated coconut, and 2 tablespoons
toasted, chopped cashews or peanuts.

Deep-Fried Chick-Pea Flour Pearl Sweets
(Boondi Laddu)

Yield: 14 to 16 Balls

Special Equipment: 2 circular, large, flat per-
forated spoons: one with '4-inch holes, one
with %s-inch holes.

Ingredients for the chick-pea fiour pearis:

1% cups sifted chick-pea flour

%4 cup water or water mixed with milk

3 cups ghee (clarified butter) for deep-frying
or 1% cups ghee and 1'% cups vegetable oil

NS

Ingredients for the syrup and assembling the
sweet:

15 cup sugar

1% cups water

1'% tablespoons corn syrup

1 teaspoon rosewater, optional

Additional ingredients:

1 teaspoon cardamom seeds, crushed

Y4 cup raw almonds, sliced fine

1/4 cup raisins

Y4 cup minced dates

2 tablespoons finely shredded coconut

14 teaspoon medium-ground black pepper,
optional

Pour the 25 cup of liquid into a blender jar.
Cover, remove the feeder cap in the lid, turn
on the machine, and slowly feed in the sifted
chick-pea flour. Blend thoroughly, then turn
off the machine and check the consistency of
the batter. Flour varies in absorbency, so a
little more liquid or flour may be required to
prepare a batter thin enough to fall through
the holes in the '%-inch perforated spoon in

pearllike drops. Transfer the batter to a bowl,
cover, and set aside while assembling the
syrup and remaining ingredients.

To prepare the syrup and remaining
ingredients:

Combine the sugar, water, and cornsyrupina
heavy 2-quart saucepan, place it over a medium
flame, and stir until the sugar dissolves. Raise
the flame to medium-high and boil for about
10 minutes, or until the syrup reaches about
235°F on a candy thermometer. Remove the
pan from the flame, add the remaining ingre-
dients, stir well, and set the pan over the
lowest possible flame.

To fry the pearls and shape the sweets:

Heat the clarified butter in a 10- to 12-inch
wok or deep-walled pan until the temperature
reaches about 340°F on a deep-frying thermo-
meter. Place 2' tablespoons of the batter on
the '%-inch perforated spoon. Hold the spoon
about 6 inches above the surface of the hot
ghee, and allow the batter to fall through the
holes in neat, round pearls. If the batter is too
thin, it will fall too swiftly through the holes
and produce elongated squiggles. Thicken the
batter by adding small quantities of flour. Fry
the pearls, stirring them with the second per-
forated frying spoon, until they are golden

brown and crisp. Remove the pearls and trans-
fer to the warm syrup. Fry the remaining bat-
ter in several batches. Thoroughly stir each
batch of pearls into the syrup.

If sugar crystals form in the syrup, add a
sprinkle of hot water and raise the heat slightly.
When all the chick-pea flour pearls have been
added, remove the pan from the heat and cool
the mixture until it is bearable to handle.
Press a golf-ball-size portion firmly between
buttered palms until the ball holds shape. The
balls will become hard as they reach room
temperature. Offer to Krsna.

Deep-Fried Pastry Cubes in Sweet Syrup
(Gaja)

Yield: 30 cubes

1 cup sifted, unbleached white pastry flour or
all-purpose flour |

1% teaspoon each of salt, sugar, and baking
soda i

% teaspoon black cumin seeds, if available

1 teaspoon sesame,seeds

1'% tablespoons ghee or vegetable oil

3 tablespoons plain yogurt

3 cups ghee for deep-frying or 1" cups ghee
and 1'% cups vegetable oil

Ingredients for'syrup:

Y2 cup sugar

Y2 cup water

2 tablespoons corn syrup

1. To prepare the pastry, combine the flour,
salt, sugar, soda, black cumin seeds, and ses-
ame seeds in a mixing bowl. Using the finger-
tips, rub the ghee into the dry ingredients
until the texture resembles dry oatmeal. Add
the yogurt, stir briskly, and gather the mixture
into a loose dough. If the dough crumbles, add
small sprinkles of water until the particles
adhere; knead the dough on a clean counter-
top or marble slab for at least 5 minutes or
until it is smooth and silky. Gather the dough
into a neat ball, cover, and allow to sit for at
least % hour. Then roll the dough into a rec-
tangle !4-inch thick; cut into 30 small squares.

2. To prepare the syrup, combine the
sugar, water, and corn syrup in a small 1-quart
saucepan and boil it over a medium-high flame
for about 7 to 10 minutes. Keep the syrup
warm over the lowest possible flame.

3. Heat the 3 cups of clarified butterina 10-
to 12-inch frying pan over a medium flame
until the temperature reaches 360°F on a deep-
frying thermometer. Remove the pan from
the flame and add all of the squares. Allow
them to cook off the flame until the tempera-
ture falls to 260°F and the ghee stops simmer-
ing. Replace the pan over the flame and fry
slowly for 15 to 20 minutes, regulating the
heat between 260°F and 270°F. When the
pastries are properly cooked, they turn a soft
gold color, swell slightly, and become crisp.
As they finish frying, transfer to absorbent
paper to drain.

4. Slip 6 or 7 pieces of warm pastry into the
warm syrup, stir, and soak for 10 or 15 sec-
onds. Lift out with a slotted spoon and drain
on a cake rack resting over a plate. Glaze all
of the pastries in this way and offer to Krsna.
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SRI

A PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

Modern Society Has No Brain

The following conversation between His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and Mr. C. Hennis of.the
United Nations' International Labor Or-
ganization took place in Geneva in 1974.

Mr. Hennis: The International Labor Or-
ganization is interested in promoting so-
cial justice and protecting the worker.
Srila Prabhupada: By natural arrange-
ment, the social body has four divisions:
the brain division, for guidance; the arm
division, for protection; the belly division,
for sustenance; and the leg division, for as-
sistance. Every one of them is meant for
maintaining the social body, and the whole
body is meant for maintaining every one
of them. But if you think about it objec-
tively, the brain is the first division, the
arms are the second, the belly the third,
and the legs the fourth.

To keep your body healthy, you care for
all these different divisions. But if you
simply take care of the legs and not the
brain, then you do not have a good, healthy
body. The United Nations is taking care of
society’s fourth division, the workers.
What care are they taking of the first divi-
sion? That is my question. At the present
moment in society, there is very, very little
care for the first-class men, the thoughtful
men.

Mr. Hennis: The International Labor Or-
ganization has as one of its major aims to
promote social justice. And that means
that every class of worker has its proper
place in society, should have a full mea-
sure of human dignity, and should have a
proper share in the rewards for labor. . . .
We are trying to insure a measure of uni-
formity in social justice, in treatment of
labor and protection of labor, and'in secu-
rity, occupational safety, and health, and
in all these things that are of importance to
the worker, as well as in payments to pro-
fessional workers such as architects, nurses,
doctors, veterinarians, and so on.

Srila Prabhupada: According to the Vedic
conception of society, the higher three
classes—the intelligent, the protective,
and the productive classes—are never to
be bound to an employer by a salary. They
remain free. Only the fourth class, the
laboring class, is employed.

My point is that the United Nations
should now think how the whole human
society can live peacefully, with a real pur-
pose in life—not whimsically, without any

purpose in life. Wherever I go, when I ask
any gentleman, “What is the purpose of
life?” he cannot explain. That means there
is no truly intelligent class. Nobody knows
life’s real, spiritual purpose—realizing
the self and realizing God.

Mr. Hennis: Well, I think that the Inter-
national Labor Organization is devoted to
the reduction of inequalities between the
different classes of men with a view to get-
ting them all a better share of the good
things of life, and by that, they may begin
to reach a greater degree of human happi-
ness—as they understand it, as the people
themselves understand it. It may be that
they don’t understand it well.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. For example, in
America the laborer class is very highly
paid. But because there is no spiritual guid-
ance—no intelligent class—the laborer
class is wondering, “Now I have some
money—so how shall I use it?” And often
they misspend their money on drinking.
You may think that you are guaranteeing
the laborer class a good living, but because
there is no intelligent class to guide them—
no brain in the social body—they will mis-
spend their money and create disturbances.
Mr. Hennis: Well, we try to look after that
in an indirect way. As I said, we don’t tell
people how to spend their money. We
don’t tell them what to do in their free
time. We do try to make sure that they
have proper facilities for leisure, that they
have proper opportunities, sportsgrounds,

swimming pools, and so forth, although
that’s not our primary concern. But what
we do try to do—and this will interest you
very much—we have a very big program
concerned with workers’ education. We
endeavor to provide programs of educa-
tion to the worker in teaching him how to
understand the problems of modern in-
dustry, to understand the problems of
management, the people on the other side
of the bargaining table; to understand how
to read a balance sheet, for example, in a
company or understand what are the prob-
lems that face the management as distinct
from the workers in a firm; to understand
the basic rudiments of economics and fi-
nance and that kind of thing.

Now clearly, if a man wants to drink, he
wants to drink. But we feel . . . we are not
interested in the drink particularly, except
in that it represents a hazard at work.
Then it may be dangerous to the man in his
occupation. There, of course, we are in-
terested in it.

Srila Prabhupada: No. That is not the point.
The point is that everyone in society should
be guided by the intelligent class, the
brain. Therefore the brain must be prop-
erly maintained. That is our point.

Mr. Hennis: Well, I would say, to the
extent that all this has a bearing on improv-
ing a man’s position in his job, improving
his skills at work, and improving his ability
to represent his fellow man in trade unions
and that kind of thing, we are concerned
with it. We are concerned with improving
his general culture, his general education,
and in particular his education as a worker
in relation to industrial and trade-union
life in general. We hope by this means a
man will improve his status, and by improv-
ing his status, he will have other things to
think about than just getting drunk.

Srila Prabhupada: We want the laborers
to work intelligently, for life’s real pur-
pose. And life’s real purpose is to please
God and realize God. Not that the laborers
should simply become hard-working like
asses, without any intelligence, without
any purpose in life. Of all the animals, the
ass is the most hard-working—but he is
still an animal, because he does not know
why he is working. You see? No intelli-
gence. We don’t want that. We want an in-
telligent class to offer guidance, so that
laborers can work with intelligence and
realize God. That is the difference be-
tween you and us. &=
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Book Section

SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the “cream of the Vedic literatures™ of ancient India. Five thousand years ago the great sage
Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa composed this purana, or history, to explain the essence of spiritual knowledge. The origi-
nal Sanskrit text is presented here with transliteration, word meanings, translation, and purports by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Third Canto: “The Status Quo”

CHAPTER SIX
Creation of the Universal Form

In this installment of our continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
the great sage Maitreya tells Vidura, an eternal associate of Lord Krsna,
about the Lord’s transforming the twenty-three principal elements into the
gigantic universal form in which all the planetary systems rest.

TEXT 1

HfAwTT
FfY qrat @ywer qdER & |
TERSTHAAAN o fntraRe 1 g I

rsir uvdca
iti tdsam sva-Saktindri
satindm asametya sah
prasupta-loka-taniranari
nisamya gatim Svarah

rsih uvdca—the Rsi Maitreya said; iti—thus; tdsdm—their; sva-
Saktinam—own potency; satindm—so situated; asametya—without
combination; sah—He (the Lord); prasupta—suspended; loka-tan-
trandm—in the universal creations; ms&mya—heanug, gatxm—
progress; iSvarah—the Lord.

TRANSLATION

The Rsi Maitreya said: The Lord thus heard about the suspen-
sion of the progressive creative functions of the universe due to
the noncombination of His potencies, such as the mahat-tattva.

PURPORT

There is nothing wanting in the creation of the Lord; all the potencies
are there in a dormant state, But unless they are combined by the will of
the Lord, nothing can progress. The suspended progressive work of cre-
ation can only be revived by the direction of the Lord.

TEXT 2

mrgwiai a1 adi frsesfwgenn: |
FAFERRaEEE T gk 1R
kala-sarijidm tada deviri
bibhrac-chaktim urukramah
trayovirsati tattvandr
ganar yugapad dvisat

kala-sanjidm—known as Kali; tadid—at that time; devim—the god-
dess; bibhrat—destructive; saktim—potency; urukramah—the supreme
powerful; trayah-vimsati—twenty-three; tattvindm—of the elements;
ganam—all of them; yugapat—simultaneously; dvisat—entered.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Powerful Lord then simultaneously entered into
the twenty-three elements with the goddess Kali, His external en-
ergy, who alone amalgamates all the different elements.

PURPORT

The ingredients of matter are counted as twenty-three: the total ma-
terial energy, false ego, sound, touch, form, taste, smell, earth, water,
fire, air, sky, eye, ear, nose, tongue, skin, hand, leg, evacuating organ,
genitals, speech and mind. All are combined together by the influence of
time and are again dissolved in the course of time. Time, therefore, is the
energy of the Lord and acts in her own way by the direction of the Lord.
This energy is called Kali and is represented by the dark destructive god-
dess generally worshiped by persons influenced by the mode of darkness
or ignorance in material existence. In the Vedic hymn this process is de-
scribed as mula-prakrtir avikrtir mahadadyah prakrti-vikrtayah sapta
sodasakas tu vikiro na prakrtir na vikrtih purusah. The energy which
acts as material nature in a combination of twenty-three ingredients is
not the final source of creation. The Lord enters into the elements and
applies His energy, called Kali. In all other Vedic scnptures the same
principle is accepted. In Brahma-samhita (5.35) it is stated;

eko 'py asau racayiturh jagad-anda-kotiri
yac-chaktir asti jagad-anda-caya yad-antah

andantara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-stham
govindam adi-purusari tam aharh bhajami

*I worship the primeval Lord, Govinda, who is the original Personality
of Godhead. By His partial plenary expansion [Maha-Visnu], He enters
into material nature, and then into each and every universe [as
Garbhodakasayi Visnul, and then [as Ksirodakasayi Visnu] into all the
elements, including every atom of matter. Such manifestations of cosmic
creation are innumerable, both in the universes and in the individual
atoms.”

Similarly, this is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita (10.42):

athava bahunaitena
kim jridtena tavarjuna
vistabhyadham idam krtsnam
ekamsena sthito jagat
“O Arjuna, there is no necessity of your knowing about My innumerable
energies, which act in various ways. I enter into the material creation by
My partial plenary expansion [Paramitma, or the Supersoul] in all the
universes and in all the elements thereof, and thus the work of creation
goes on.”” The wonderful activities of material nature are due to Lord
Krsna, and thus He is the final cause, or the ultimate cause of all causes.

WSTIAS WEATATEI & o |
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[Canto 3, Ch. 6

so ‘nupravisto bhagavams
cestariipena tar ganam

bhinnar sarivyojayam dsa
suptari karma prabodhayan

sah—that; anupravistah—thus entering later on; bhagavan—the
Personality of Godhead; cesta-ripena—by His representation of
all.e_mpt, Kali; tam—them; ganam—all the living entities, including the
demigods; bhinnam—separately; saryojaydm dsa—engaged to work;
suptam—sleeping; karma—work; prabodhayan—enlightening.

TRANSLATION

Thus when the Personality of Godhead entered into the ele-
ments by His energy, all the living entities were enlivened into dif-
ferent activities, just as one is engaged in his work after awakening
from sleep.

</ PURPORT

Every individual soul remains unconscious after the dissolution of the
creation and thus enters into the Lord with His material energy. These
individual living entities are conditioned souls everlastingly, but in each
and every material creation they are given a chance to liberate them-
selves and become free souls. They are all given a chance to take advan-
tage of the Vedic wisdom and find out what is their relationship with the
Supreme Lord, how they can be liberated, and what the ultimate profit is
in such liberation. By properly studying the Vedas one becomes con-
scious of his position and thus takes to the transcendental devotional
service of the Lord and is gradually promoted to the spiritual sky. The
individual souls in the material world engage in different activities ac-
cording to their past unfinished desires. After the dissolution of a par-
ticular body, the individual soul forgets everything, but the all-merciful
Lord, who is situated in everyone’s heart as the witness, the Supersoul,
awakens him and reminds him of his past desires, and thus he begins to
act accordingly in his next life. This unseen guidance is described as fate,
and a sensible man can understand that this continues his material

_ bondage in the three modes of nature.

The unconscious sleeping stage of the living entity just after the par-
tial or total dissolution of the creation is wrongly accepted as the final
stage of life by some less intelligent philosophers. After the dissolution of
the partial material body, a living entity remains unconscious for only a
few months, and after the total dissolution of the material creation, he
remains unconscious for many millions of years. But when the creation is
again revived, he is awakened to his work by the Lord. The living entity
is eternal, and the wakeful state of his consciousness, manifested by ac-
tivities, is his natural condition of life. He cannot stop acting while
awake, and thus he acts according to his diverse desires. When his

~ desires are trained in the transcendental service of the Lord, his life be-
comes perfect, and he is promoted to the spiritual sky to enjoy eternal
awakened life.

TEXT 4
SIEEAl 3qA FACTRR A |
ARASHTRAERRbTE, 18 1

prabuddha-karma daivena
trayovimsatiko ganah

prerito ‘janayat svibhir
matrabhir adhipirusam

prabuddha—awakened; karmd—activities; daivena—by the will of
the Supreme; trayah-vimsatikah—by the twenty-three principal ingre-
dients; ganah—the combination; preritah—induced by; ajanayat—
manifested; svabhih—by His personal; matrabhih—plenary expan-
sion; adhipiirusam—the gigantic universal form (visva-rapa).

TRANSLATION

When the twenty-three principal elements were set in action by
the will of the Supreme, the gigantic universal form, or the visva-
- riipa body of the Lord, came into existence.
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PURPORT

The vird¢-ripa or viSva-ripa, the gigantic universal form of the Lord,
which is very much appreciated by the impersonalist, is not an eternal
form of the Lord. It is manifested by the supreme will of the Lord after
the ingredients of material creation. Lord Krgna exhibited this vird¢ or
visva- to Arjuna just to convince the impersonalists that He is the
original Personality of Godhead. Krsna exhibited the virdt-riipa; it is not
that Krsna was exhibited by the virdt-ripa. The virdt-ripa is not,
therefore, an eternal form of the Lord exhibited in the spiritual skys it is
a material manifestation of the Lord. The arca-vigraha, or the worship-
able Deity in the temple, is a similar manifestation of the Lord for the
neophytes. But in spite of their material touch, such forms of the Lord as
the vird¢ and arcd are all nondifferent from His eternal form as Lord
Krsna.

TEXT 5

U i @ fags |
FH AR T R | %

parena viSatd svasmin
matrayd visva-srg-ganah

cuksobhanyonyam asadya
yasmin lokas cardcardh

parena—by the Lord; visata—thus entering; svasmin—by His own
self; matraya—by a plenary portion; visva-srk—the elements of univer-
sal creation; ganah—all; cuksobha—transformed; anyonyam—one
another; dsddya—having obtained; yasmin—in which; lokih—the
planets; cara-acarah—movable and immovable.

TRANSLATION

As the Lord, in His plenary portion, entered into the elements
of the universal creation, they transformed into the gigantic form
in which all the planetary systems and all movable and immovable

creations rest.

PURPORT

The elements of cosmic creation are all matter and have no potency to
increase in volume unless entered into by the Lord in His plenary por-
tion, This means that matter does not increase or decrease unless it is
spiritually touched. Matter is a product of spirit and increases only by the
touch of spirit. The entire cosmic manifestation has not assumed its
gigantic form by itself, as wrongly calculated by less intelligent persons.
As long as spirit is within matter, matter can increase as needed; but
without the spirit, matter stops increasing. For example, as long as there
is spiritual consciousness within the material body of a living entity, the
body increases to the required size, but a dead material body, which has
no spiritual consciousness, stops increasing. In Bhagavad-gita (Chapter
Two? importance is given to the spiritual consciousness, not the body.
The entire cosmic body increased by the same process that we experience
in our small bodies. One should not, however, foolishly think that the in-
dividual infinitesimal soul is the cause of the gigantic manifestation of
the universal form. The universal form is called the virdt-ripa because
the Supreme Lord is within it in His plenary portion.

TEXT 6

fom: @ gon  oREOREeEH |
aRRE YT asEwieta: 1 & |

hiranmayah sa purusah
sahasra-parivatsaran

dnda-kosa uvdsdpsu
sarva-sattvopabrmhitah

hiranmayah—the Garbhodakasayi Visnu, who also assumes the virds-
riipa; sah—He; purusah—incarnation of Godhead; sahasra—one thou-
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sand; parivatsaran—celestial years; anda-kose—within the global uni-
verse; uwisa—resided; apsu—on the water; sarva-sattva—all living
entities lying with Him; upabrrihitah—so spread.

TRANSLATION

The gigantic virdt-purusa, known as Hiranmaya, lived for one
thousand celestial years on the water of the universe, and all the
living entities lay with Him.

PURPORT

After the Lord entered each and every universe as the Garbhodakasayi
Vignu, half of the universe was filled with water. The cosmic manifesta-
tion of the planetary systems, outer space, etc., which are visible to us, is
only one half of the complete universe. Before the manifestation takes
place and after the entrance of Visnu within the universe, there is a
period of one thousand celestial years. All the living entities injected
within the womb of the mahat-tattva are divided in all universes with
the incarnation of Garbhodakadayi Visnu, and all of them lie down with
the Lord until Brahma is born. Brahma is the first living being within the
universe, and from him all other demigods and living creatures are born.
Manu is the original father of mankind, and therefore, in Sanskrit,
mankind is called manusya. Humanity in different bodily qualities is
distributed throughout the various planetary systems.

TEXT 7

T ¥ fagwr Tt JawAiEie |
TR g A el

sa vai visva-srjam garbho
deva-karmatma-saktiman

vibabhajatmandtmanam
ekadha dasadha tridha

sah—that; vai—certainly; viSva-sjj@m—of the gigantic virat form;
garbhah—total energy; deva—living energy; karma—activity of
life; atma—self; saktiman—full with potencies; vibabhdja—divided;
atmand—by Himself; dfmanam—Himself; ekadhd—in oneness; dasa-
dha—in ten; tridhd—and in three.

TRANSLATION

The total energy of the mahat-tattva, in the form of the gigantic
virdt-ripa, divided Himself by Himself into the consciousness of
the living entities, the life of activity, and self-identification,
which are subdivided into one, ten and three respectively.

PURPORT

Consciousness is the sign of the living entity, or the soul. The exis-
tence of the soul is manifest in the form of consciousness, called jidna-
Sakti. The total consciousness is that of the gigantic virds-riipa, and the
same consciousness is exhibited in individual persons. The activity of
consciousness is performed through the air of life, which is of ten divi-
sions. The airs of life are called prdna, apdna, udana, vydna and
samdna and are also differently qualified as naga, karma, krkara,
devadatta and dhanafijaya. The consciousness of the soul becomes
polluted by the material atmosphere, and thus various activities are ex-
hibited in the false ego of bodily identification. These various activities
are described in Bhagavad-gita (2.41) as bahu-sakhd hy anantds ca
buddhayo 'vyavasdyingm. The conditioned soul is bewildered into
various activities for want of pure consciousness. In pure consciousness
the activity is one. The consciousness of the individual soul becomes one
with the supreme consciousness when there is complete synthesis be-
tween the two.

The monist believes that there is only one consciousness, whereas the
sdtvatas, or the devotees, believe that although there is undoubtedly one
consciousness, they are one because there is agreement. The individual
consciousness is advised to dovetail with the supreme consciousness, as

instructed by the Lord in Bhagavad-gita (18.66): sarva-dharman
parityajya mam ekari Saranar vraja. The individual consciousness
(A.rjuna) is advised to dovetail with the supreme consciousness and thus
maintain his conscious purity. It is foolish to try to stop the activities of
consciousness, but they can be purified when they are dovetailed
with the Supreme. This consciousness is divided into three modes
of self-identification according to the proportion of purity: adhydtmika,
or self-identification with the body and mind, adhibhautika, or self-
identification with the material products, and &dhidaivika, or
self-identification as a servant of the Lord. Of the three, adhidaivika
self-identification is the beginning of purity of consciousness in pur-
suance of the desire of the Lord.

TEXT 8
T AEEANMRAY: O |
ATERSTIR TATE Fam Farea 1l < 1l

esa hy asesa-sattvanam
atmarmsah paraméatmanah

dadyo 'vatdro yatrdsau
bhita-gramo vibhavyate

esah—this; hi—certainly; asesa—unlimited; sattvandm—living en-
tities; dtmd —Self; amsah—part; parama-atmanah—of the Supersoul;
ddyah—the first; avatdrah—incarnation; yatra—whereupon; asau—
all those; bhita-gramah—the aggregate creations; vibhdvyate—
flourish.

TRANSLATION

The gigantic universal form of the Supreme Lord is the first in-
carnation and plenary portion of the Supersoul. He is the Self of
an unlimited number of living entities, and in Him rests the ag-
gregate creation, which thus flourishes.

PURPORT

The Supreme Lord expands Himself in two ways, by personal plenary
expansions and separated minute expansions. The personal plenary ex-
pansions are visnu-tattvas, and the separated expansions are living en-
tities. Since the living entities are very small, they are sometimes
described as the marginal energy of the Lord. But the mystic yogis con-
sider the living entities and the Supersoul, Paramatma, to be one and the
same. It is, however, a minor point of controversy; after all, everything
created rests on the gigantic virat or universal form of the Lord.

TEXT 9

qreTR: AR ARG 1 B |
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sadhydatmah sadhidaivas ca
sadhibhita iti tridha

virdt prano dasa-vidha
ekadhd hrdayena ca

sa-ddhydtmah—the body and mind with all the senses; sa-
dadhidaivah—and the controlling demigods of the senses; ca—and; sa-
ddhibhatah—the present objectives; iti—thus; tridhd—three; virdat—
gigantic; prdnah—moving force; dasa-vidhah—ten kinds; ekadhd—
one only; hrdayena—living energy; ca—also.

TRANSLATION
The gigantic universal form is represented by three, ten and one
in the sense that He is the body and the mind and the senses, He is
the dynamic force for all movements by ten kinds of life energy,
and He is the one heart where life energy is generated.
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PURPORT

In Bhagavad-gita (7.4-5) it is stated that the eight elements earth,
water, fire, air, sky, mind, intelligence and false ego are all products of
the Lord’s inferior energy, whereas the living entities, who are seen to
utilize the inferior energy, originally belong to the superior energy, the
internal potency of the Lord. The eight inferior energies work grossly
and subtly, whereas the superior energy warks as the central generating
force. This is experienced in the human body. The gross elements,
namely, earth, etc., form the external gross body and are like a coat,
whereas the subtle mind and false ego act like the inner clothing of the
body.

The movements of the body are first generated from the heart, and all
the activities of the body are made possible by the senses, powered by the
ten kinds of air within the body. The:ten kinds of air are described as
follows: The main air passing through the nose in breathing is called
prana. The air which passes through the rectum as evacuated bodily air
is called apdna. The air which adjusts the foodstuff within the stomach
and which sometimes sounds as belching is called samana. The air which
passes through the throat and the stoppage of which constitutes suffoca-
tion is called the uddna air. And the total air which circulates throughout
the entire body is called the vydna air. Subtler than these five airs, there
are others also. That which facilitates the opening of the eyes, mouth,
etc., is called naga air. The air which increases appetite is called krkara
air. The air which helps contraction is called kirma air. The air which
helps relaxation by opening the mouth wide (in yawning) is called

devadatta air, and the air which helps sustenance is called dhanasijaya.

All these airs are generated from the center of the heart, which is one
only. This central energy is superior energy of the Lord, who is seated
within the heart with the soul of the body, who acts under the guidance
of the Lord. This is explained in Bhagavad-gita (15.15) as follows:

sarvasya cdhari hrdi sannivisto
mattah smytir jidnam apohanari ca
vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyo
veddnta-krd veda-vid eva céham

The complete central force is generated from the heart by the Lord, who
is seated there and who helps the conditioned soul in remembering and
forgetting. The conditioned state is due to the soul’s forgetfulness of his
relationship of subordination to the Lord. One who wants to continue to
forget the Lord is helped by the Lord to forget Him birth after birth, but
one who remembers Him, by dint of association with a devotee of the
Lord, is helped to remember Him more and more. Thus the conditioned
soul can ultimately go back home, back to Godhead.

This process of transcendental help by the Lord is described in
Bhagavad-gita (10.10) as follows:

tesdri satata-yuktandm
bhajatar priti-pirvakam
dadami buddhi-yogam tam
- yena mam upayanti te

The buddhi-yoga process of self-realization with intelligence transcen-
dental to the mind (devotional service) can alone elevate one from the
conditioned state of material entanglement in the cosmic construction.
The conditioned state of the living entity is like that of a person who is
within the depths of a huge mechanical arrangement. The mental specu-
lators can reach the point of buddhi-yoga after many, many lifetimes of
speculation, but the intelligent person who begins from the platform of
intelligence above the mind makes rapid progress in self-realization. Be-
cause the buddhi-yoga process entails no fear of deterioration or
retrogression at any time, it is the guaranteed path to self-realization, as
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita (2.40). The mental speculators cannot
understand that the two birds (Svetasvatara Upanisad) sitting in one tree
are the soul and the Supersoul. The individual soul eats the fruit of the
tree, while the other bird does not eat the fruit but only observes the ac-
tivities of the eating bird. Without attachment, the witnessing bird helps
the fruit-eating bird perform fruitful activities. One who cannot under-
stand this difference between the soul and the Supersoul, or God and the
living entities, is certainly still in the entanglement of the cosmic
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machinery and thus must still await the time when he will be free from
bondage.
TEXT 10

vy, frageria Amftawags: |
femareds So@w ATl Lo
smaran visva-sfjam iso
vijiidpitam adhoksajah
virdjam atapat svena
tejasaisarm vivrtiaye

smaran—remembering; visva-srjam—of the demigods entrusted with
the task of cosmic construction; #$ah—the'Supreme Lord; vijiiapitam—
as He was prayed for; adhoksajah—the Transcendence; virdgjam—the
gigantic universal form; atapat—considered thus; svena—by His own;
tejasé—energy; esam—for them; vivritaye—for understanding.

TRANSLATION

The Supreme Lord is the Supersoul of all the demigods en-
trusted with the task of constructing the cosmic manifestation.
Being thus prayed to [by the demigods], He thought to Himself
and thus manifested the gigantic form for their understanding.

PURPORT

The impersonalists are captivated by the gigantic universal form of
the Supreme. They think that the control behind this gigantic manifesta-
tion is imagination. Intelligent persons, however, can estimate the value
of the cause by observing the wonders of the effects. For example, the in-
dividual human body does not develop from the womb of the mother in-
dependently but because the living entity, the soul, is within the body.
Without the living entity, a material body cannot automatically
take shape or develop. When any material object displays develop-
ment, it must be understood that there is a spiritual soul within the
manifestation. The gigantic universe has developed gradually, just as the
body of a child develops. The conception that the Transcendence enters
within the universe is, therefore, logical. As the materialists cannot find
the soul and the Supersoul within the heart, similarly, for want of suffi-
cient knowledge, they cannot see that the Supreme Soul is the cause of
the universe. The Lord is therefore described in the Vedic language as
avdn-mdnasa-gocarah, beyond the conception of words and minds.

Due to a poor fund of knowledge, the mental speculators try to bring
the Supreme within the purview of words and minds, but the Lord
refuses to be so intelligible; the speculator has no adequate words or
mind to gauge the infinity of the Lord. The Lord is called adhoksaja, or
the person who is beyond perception by the blunt, limited potency of our
senses, One cannot perceive the transcendental name or form of the Lord
by mental speculation. The mundane Ph.D.’s are completely unable to
speculate on the Supreme with their limited senses. Such attempts by the
puffed up Ph.D’s are compared to the philosophy of the frog in the well.
A frog in a well was informed of the gigantic Pacific Ocean, and he began
to puff himself up in order to understand or measure the length and
breadth of the Pacific Ocean. Ultimately the frog burst and died. The title
Ph.D. can also be interpreted as Plough Department, a title meant for the
tillers in the paddy field. The attempt of the tillers in the paddy field to
understand the cosmic manifestation and the cause behind such wonder-
ful work can be compared to the endeavor of the frog in the well to
calculate the measurement of the Pacific Ocean.

The Lord can reveal Himself only to a person who is submissive and
who engages in His transcendental loving service. The demigods con-
trolling the elements and ingredients of universal affairs prayed to the
Lord for guidance, and thus He manifested His gigantic form, as He did
at the request of Arjuna.

TEXT 11
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Text 16]

Creation of the Universal Form 281

atha tasyabhitaptasya
katidhayatandni ha

nirabhidyanta devanari
tani me gadatah Srnu

atha—therefore; tasya—His; abhitaptasya—in terms of His con-
templation; katidhd—how many; dyatandni—embodiments; ha—there
were; nirabhidyanta—by separated parts; dewdndm—of the demigods;
tani—all those; me gadatah—described by me; Sru—just hear.

TRANSLATION
Maitreya said: You may now hear from me how the Supreme
Lord separated Himself into the diverse forms of the demigods
after the manifestation of the gigantic universal form.

PURPORT

The demigods are separated parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord, as
are all other living entities. The only difference between the demigods
and the ordinary living entities is that when the living entities are rich in
pious acts of devotional service to the Lord, and when their desire to lord
it over material energy has vanished, they are promoted to the posts of
demigods, who are entrusted by the Lord with executing the manage-
ment of the universal affairs.

TEXT 12

Fenfirred R SemeisReeed |
T WA ahed JamEt Afwwd 1230
tasydgnir dsyar nirbhinnam
loka-palo 'visat padam
wicd svdmsena vaktavyam
yayasau pratipadyate

tasya—His; agnih—fire; dsyam—mouth; nirbhinnam—thus sepa-
rated; loka-palah—the directors of material affairs; avisat—entered;
padam—respective positions; vdcd—by words; sva-arhsena—by one’s
own part; waktavyam—speeches; yayd—by which; asau—they;
pratipadyate —express,

TRANSLATION
Agni, or heat, separated from His mouth, and all the directors of
material affairs entered into it in their respective positions. By that
energy the living entity expresses himself in words.

PURPORT
The mouth of the gigantic universal form of the Lord is the source of
the speaking power. The director of the fire element is the controlling
deity, or the ddhidaiva. The speeches delivered are adhyatma, or bodily
functions, and the subject matter of the speeches is material productions,
or the ddhibhita principle.

TEXT 13
s ag oM SeTesRE: |
frgaidw 9 @ quEt wiawEd 123N

nirbhinnam tdlu varuno
loka-palo 'visad dhareh

Jihvaydmsena ca rasari
yaydsau pratipadyate

nirbhinnam—sgeparated; tdlu—palate; varunah—the deity control-
ling air; loka-palah—director of the planets; avisat—entered; hareh—
of the Lord; jihvayd amsena—with the part of the tongue; ca—also;
rasam—tastes; yayd—by which; asau—the living entity; pratipad-
yate—expresses.

TRANSLATION
When the palate of the gigantic form was separately manifested,
Varuna, the director of air in the planetary systems, entered
therein, and thus the living entity has the facility to taste every-
thing with his tongue.
TEXT 14

R st FreamrarRat oy |
TAIRA TPaE Siaqfaaat aag 1Ll
nirbhinne asvinau ndse
visnor duisatam pedam
ghranenamsena gandhasya
pratipaitir yato bhavet

nirbhinne—thus being separated; asvinau—the dual Asvinis; nise—
of the two nostrils; visnoh—of the Lord; dvisatam—entering; padam—
post; ghrdnena amsena—by partially smelling; gandhasya—aroma;
pratipattih—experience; yatah—whereupon; bhavet—becomes.

TRANSLATION

When the Lord’s two nostrils separately manifested themselves,
the dual Asvini-kumaras entered them in their proper positions,
and becsuse of this the living entities can smell the aromas of
everything.

TEXT 15

fafis syl Ser eI
Qg s SRl a¥g 12

nirbhinne aksini tvastd
loka-palo 'visad vibhoh
caksusdrnsena ripandm

pratipattir yato bhavet

nirbhinne—thus being separated; aksini—the eyes; tvastd—the sun;
loka-palah—director of light; avisat—entered; vibhoh—of the great;
caksusa amsena—by the part of the eyesight; ripandm—of the forms;
pratipattih—experience; yatah—by which; bhavet—becomes.

TRANSLATION
Thereafter, the two eyes of the gigantic form of the Lord were
separately manifested. The sun, the director of light, entered them
with the partial representation of eyesight, and thus the living
entities can have vision of forms.

TEXT 16
faffierre st SvretsfAeisREy |
ToARE @ It gRem  ugs

nirbhinndany asya carmdni
loka-palo 'nilo *visat

pranendrsena samsparsar
yendsau pratipadyate

nirbhinndni—being separated; asya—of the pgigantic form;
carmani—skin; loka-palah—the director; anilah—air; avisat—en-
tered; pranena amsena—the part of the breathing: samsparsam—
touch; yena—by which; asau—ihe living entity; pratipadyate—can
experience.

TRANSLATION

When there was a manifestation of skin separated from the
gigantic form, Anila, the deity directing the wind, entered with
partial touch, and thus the living entities can realize tactile
knowledge.

(continued in next issue)
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NORTH AMERICA

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta—10516 Oakfield Drive S.W., T2W 2A9/ (403) 238-0602
Edmonton, Alberta—8957 77th Ave., TSN IN7/ (403) 466-5119
H.Iirfu, Nuvl Scotia—2350 Agncnla St B}K 4B6/ (902) 423-4607
1, Queb 1626 Pie IX Boulevard, H1V 2C5/ (514) 521-1301
Montreal, Quebec—537A Ste. Catherine West, H3B 1B2/ (514) 845-2010
Ottawa, Ontario—212 Somerset St. E., KIN 6V4/ (613) 233-1884
Regina, Saskatchewan—2817 Vicmria Ave., S4T 1K6/ (306) 522-4973
Toronto, Ontario—243 Avenue Rd., M5R 26/ (416) 922-5415
Vancouver, B.C.—5462 S.E. Marine Dr., Burnaby V5] 3G8/ (604) 433-9728
FARM COMMUNITY
Ashcroft, B.C. (Sarapigati-dhima)—Box 1417, VOK 140
RESTAURANTS
Montreal—Chez Govinda, 3678 Saint Denis St./ (514) 843-8510
Ottawa—The Back Home Buffet, 212 Somerset St. E./ (613) 233-3460
U.5.A.
Ann Arbor, Michigan—606 Packard St., 48104/ (313) 665-9057
Athens, Ohio—89 Mill St., 45701/ (614) 592-4740
Atlanta, Georgia—1287 Pan:e de Leon Ave. N.E., 30306/ (404) 377-8680
Baltimore, Maryland —200 Bloomsbury Ave., Calonsvlll:. 21228/ (301) 788-3885
Boulder, Colorulo-—?l? Plcmnt St., 30302! (303) 344-7005
712G Ith Ave., 02116/ (617) 247-8611
Cugm& Puerto Rico—Calle Ruiz Belvis No. 42, 00625f (809) 746-9829
Chicago, lllinois— 1716 W. Lunt Ave., 60626/ (312) 973-0900
Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave., E Cleveland, 44112/ (216) 681-3193
Columbus, Ohio—379 W. 8th Ave., 43201/ (614) 421-1661
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave., 75223/ (214) 827-6330
Denver, Colorado—1400 Cherry St., 80220/ (303) 333-5461
D:lmit. Michilan—383 Lenox A\‘e 48215/ (313) 824-6000
Fi ia—2011E. Ct Ave., 92631/ (714) 870-1156
Gnlnelwﬂc. ﬂuﬂﬂa—-[&e farm communities. )
Gurabo, Puerto Rico—Rt. 181, Box 215-B, Bo. Sta. Rita, 00658/ (809) 763-9312
Hartford, Connecticut— 1683 Main St., E. Hartford, 06108/ (203) 289-7252
Honolulu, Hawaii—51 Coelho Way, 96817/ (808) 595-3947
Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie St., (mail: P.O. Box 2927, 77252)/ (713) 526-9860
Laguna Beach, California—285 Legion St., 92651/ (714) 494-7029
Lake Huntington, New York—P.O. Box 388, 12752/ (914) 932-8273
Long Island, New York—197 S. Ocean Ave., Freeport, 11520/ (516) 378-6184
Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave., 90034/ (213) 836-2676
Miami Beach, Florida—2445 Collins Ave., 33140/ (305) 531-0331
Morgantown, West Virginia—322 Beverley Ave., 26505/ (304) 292-6725
New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Esplanade Ave., '."DI 19/ (504) 488-0280
New York, New York—305 Schermerhorn St., Brook!vn 11217/ (718) 855-6714
Orando, Florh!a—él? Little Weekiva Rd., Almmonte Springs, 32701/ (305) 788-0441
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—51 W. Allens Lane, 19119/ (215) 247-4600
Providence, Rhode Island—39 Glendale Ave., 02906/ (401) 273-9010
St. Louis, Missouri—3926 Lindell Blvd., 63108/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego, California—1030 Grand hve Pacific Beach, 92109/ (619) 483-2500
San Francisco, CA—Bhakrivedanta |nst|tute & Fellmhlp. B84 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 664-2397
Seattle, Wuhi.ngtun—ﬂ 14E. Pine St., ‘JSIEZJ' (206) 329-7011
State College, P 103E. | ilton Ave., 16801/ (814) 234-1867
Tallahassee, Florida—1323 Nylic St. (mail: P.O. Box 20224 32304)/ (904) 681-9258
Tampa, Florida—2506 Azeele St., 33606/ (813) 872-6694
Topanga, California—20395 Callon Dr., 920290/ (213) 455-1658
Towaco, NJ—(mail: P.O. Box 109, 07082)/ (201} 299-0970
Washington, D.C.—10310 Qaklyn Rd., Potomac, Maryland, 20854/ (301) 299-2100
Washington, D.C.—2128 O St. N W., 20037/ (202) 293'082
FARM COMMUNITIES
Caddo, Oklak (New Kurul )—Route 1, Box 296, 74729/ (405) 367-2331
Carriere, Mululippl (New Talavan)—Route 2, Box 449, 30426/ (601) 798-8533
Gainesville, Florida (New Ramana-reti)—Rr. 1 Box 819 Alachua, 32615/ (904) 462-9046
Gurabo, ]’uem Rico (New Govardhana Hill)—(contact Gurabo)
Hillsborough, North Carolina (New Goloka)—Re. 6, Box 701, 27278/ (919) 732-6492
Mulberry, T (Muriri ka)—Murari Project, Re. No. 1, Box 146-A, 37359/ (615) 759-7331
New Vrindaban, W. Virginia—R.D. No. 1, Box 319, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 843-1600
New Vrindaban Membership Service—R.D. 1, Box 3IB A, Hare Krishna Ridge, 26041/ (304) 845-8900
Ninole, Hawaii (New Krgnaloka)—P.O. Bc: 108, 96773/ (BO8) 595-3947
Philo, California (Gaura-mandala-giri)—P.O. Box 179, 95466/ (707) 895-2300
Port Royal, Pennsylvania (Giti-nagari)—R.D. No. 1, Box 839, 17082/ (717) 527-4101
Roadk Illinois (Amrta-de$a)—Re. 1, Box 70, 62082 (contact St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
Three Rivers, CA (Bhaktivedanta Village)—44799 Dinely Dr., 93271/ (209) 561-3302
RESTAURANTS
Dallas—Kalachandji’s (at Dallas)
Detroit—Govinda's (at Detroit)/ (313) 331-6740
Los Angeles—Govinda's, 9624 Venice Blvd., Culver City, 90230/ (213) 836-1269
New Orleans—Govinda's, 1309 Decatur St., New Orleans, 70116/ (504) 522-3538
New Vrindaban—Palace of Gold Restaurant/ (304) 843-1233 (open May-Nov.)
St. Louis—Govinda's (contact St. Louis)/ (314) 535-8085
San Diego—GCovinda's, 1470 N. Hwy. 101, Leucadia, 92024/ (619) 942-2330
San Francisco—Jagannatha's Cart, 57 Jessie St., 94105/ (415) 495-3083
San Francisco—The Higher Taste, 775 Frederick St., 94117/ (415) 661-7290
San Francisco—The Seven Mothers, 86 Carl St., 94117/ (415) 753-9703
San Juan, Puerto Rico—Govinda, Tetuan 153, Viejo San Juan, 00903/ (809) 725-4885
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EUROPE

ENGLAND AND IRELAND
Belfast, Northern Ireland—23 Wellington Park, Malone Rd., Belfast BT? 6DL/ 668874
Dublin, Ireland—Castlefield House, Knocklyn Road, Tcmpleogue. Dublin 16/ 945504
Dublin, Ireland—6 Dawson Lane, off Dawson St., Dublin 2
London, England (city)—10 Soho St., London W1/ (01) 437-8442
United Kingdom Life Membership Services Dept. —Suite 11, Croome House, Sandown Rd.,
Watford WD2 4XA/ (0923) 40633
International Life Membership Trust Secretariat— Suite 12, Croome House, Sandown Rd.,
Wartford WD2 4XA/ (0923) 42373
London, England (country)—Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 SEP! (09276) 7244
FARM COMMUNITIES
Glengariff, Ireland (Krypa-nagari)—County Cork
London, England— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor)
RESTAURANTS

London—Govinda's, 9-10 Soho St./ 01-437-8442
ITALY
Bologna—Via Saliceto 1, 40013 Castelmaggiore (BO)/ (51) 700-868
Catania—Via San Nicold al Borgo 28, 95128 Catania, Sicily/ (95) 552-252
Naples—Via Torricelli 77, 80059 Torre del Greco (NA)/ (81) 881-5431
Padua—Via delle Granze 107, 35040 Loc. Camin (PD)/ (49) 760-007
Pisa—Via delle Colline, Loc. La Meridiana, 56030 Perignano (P1)/ (587) 616-194
Rome—Via di Tor Tre Teste 142, 00169 Roma/ (6) 263-157
Turin—Strada Berra 15/1, Loc. Tetti Gariglio, 10025 Pino Torinese (TO)/ (11) 840-957
Varese—Via Volta 19, 21013 Gallarate (VA)/ (331) 783-268
FARM COMMUNITY
Florence (Villa Vmndivana)—Via Communale degli Scopeti 108, 5. Andrea in Percussina,
San Casciano Val di Pesa (Fi) 50026/ (55) 820-054
RESTAURANTS
Milan—Govinda, Via Valpetrosa 3/5, 20123 Milano/ (2) 862-417
Rome—Via di San Simone 73/A, 00186 Roma/ (6) 654-8856 ’
OTHER COUNTRIES
Amll’.erdlln. Holland—Keizersgracht 94/ (020) 24-94-10
Bhaktivedanta Cultural Assoc., 133 Solonos St./ 30-1-364-1618
Bln:elmn, Spain —Calle Cuatro Caminos 27-29, Barcelona 22/ (9)3-211-0216
gen, Norway t 6, 5000 Bergen/ (05) 29 05 45 ¢
C 1. D rk—Govinda's, Soldalen 21, 2100 C h /(01) 18-43-78
dmgen, Switzerdand—Im Stillen Tal, CH3186 Didingen {FR)J (037) 43-26-98
Gathenburg, Sweden—Paradisvigen 11, 43331 Partille/ (031) 444636
Grédinge, Sweden—Korsnis Gird, 140 32 Gridinge/ 0753-29151
Hel.llnkl. Flnllnd-—cuvmd.a s, Jaalkirinkaru 10D, Helsinki 15/ (065) 0039
Hei W. G rh Anlage 5, 6900 Heidelberg/ 06221-15101
Madrid, Splin—CalIe del Tu(or No. 27, Madrld 8/ (9)1-247-6667
Paris, France—Chateau d'E ille, 60440 N il le Haud 60950/ (4) 454-0400
Septon, Be!gmm-—Chat:au de Perit Somme, Septon 5482/ 086-322480
Fridh 22, 112 40 Stockholm/ 08-549002
Vienna, Austria—Center for Vedic Studies, Am Lugeck 1-2, 1010 Wein/ (0222) 52-98-25
Zﬁrlr.h. Switzerland—Bergstrasse 54, 8032 Zarich/ (01) 69-33-88
'ARM COMMUNITIES
vath Giird, Sweden—15300 Jama/ (0755) 52068
Bavarian Forest (Bayrischer Wald), W. Germany (Nava-Jiyada-Nrsirhha-Ksetra)—
(contact Heidelberg)
Brihuega, Spain (New Vraja Mandala)—(Santa Clara) Brihuega, Guadalajara/ (11) 280018
Lugano, Switzerland—The Gokula Project, La Pampa, 6981 Sessa (Malcantone) TI/ (091) 73-25-73
Valencay, France (New M.i\alp::r,'ﬁ--—Lun:aw—I.,c-}«»iariI 36 600/ (54) 40-26-88
REST.

AURANTS
gano, Switzerland—Govinda, Corso Elvezia 22, CH6900/ (091) 23-52-97
Paris—L'arbre & Souhaits, 15 Rue du Jour, 75001 Paris/ 233-27-69.

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Adelaide—13-A Frome St., Adelaide, South Australia 5000 (mail: Box 111, Rundle Street P.O.,
Adelaide, S.A. 5000)/ (08) 223-2084
Brisbane—95 Bank Road, Graceville, Queensland 4075 (mail: P.O. Box 649, Toowong, Q'land.
4066)/ (07) 379-5008
Cairns—69 Spence St., Caims, Queensland 4870 (mail: P.O. Box 5238, Caims Mail Centre,
Q'land. 13?011" (UTU} 51 8601
Canberra—59 Argyle Sq. (cnr. Ainsley Ave. & Kogarah Lane), Reid, Australian Capital Territory
2601 (mail: P.O. Box 567, Civic Square, Canberra, A.C.T. 2608)/ (062) 48-9620
Hobart—63 King St., Sandy Bay, Tasmania 7005/ (mail: P.O. Box 579, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005)/ L
(002) 23-4569 4
Melbourne—197 Danks St., Albert Park, Victoria 3205 (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ (03) 699-5112
Perth—590 William St., Mt. Lawley, West Australia 6050 (mail: P.O. Box 598, West Perth, W.A.
6005)/ (09) 328-9171
Surfer’s Paradise— 2804 Gold Coast nghwn}. Surfer's Paradise, Q'land. 4217/ (075) 38-5060
Sydney—112 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlingl New South Wales 2010 (mail: P.O. Box 159,
Kings Cross, N.S.W. 2011)/ (02) 357-5162
FARM COMMUNITIES
Colo (Bhaktivedanta Ashram)—Upper Colo Rd., Central Colo, New South Wales 2756
(mail: Lot 11 Upper Ccio Rd., Colo, N.S.W. 2756)/ (045) 75-5284
Murwillumbah (New it )—'Eungella,’ Tyalgum Rd. via Murwillumbah,
New South Wales 2484 l:mall P.O. Box 68?}! (066) 72-1903

20 BACKTO GODHEAD

el i



) Krlshna Consciousness

ND THE

|

+ C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
|

%

Riverina (New Gaudadesh)—Old Renmark Rd., via Wentworth, New South Wales 2648 Manila, Philippines—41 Guevarra St., San Francisco— Delmonte, Quezon City, P.1./ 971760
(mail: P.O. Box 2446, Mildura, Victoria 3500)/ (050) 27-8226 Taipei, Taiwan—(mail: c/o ISKCON Hon,g Kong)
RESTAURANTS Tehran, Iran—Keshavarz, Dehkedeh Ave., Kamran St., No. 58
Adelaide—Govinda's (at ISKCON Adelaide) Tel Avw. Israel—P.O. Box 48163, Tel Aviv 61480
Caims—Gopal's (at ISKCON Caims) Tokyo, Japan—2-41-12 lzumi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo T168/ (3) 327-1541
Melbourne—Gopal's, 139 Swanston St., /(03) 63-1578 FARM COMMUNITY <
. Melbourne—Crossways, 1st Fl., 11-15 Elizabeth St./ (03) 62-2800 Cebu, Philippines (Hare Kryna Paradise)—231 Pagsabungan Rd., Basak, Mandaue Ciry/ 83254
| Surfer’s Paradise—Gopal's, 2995 Gold Coast Hwy./ (075) 38-5060 RESTAURANT
Sydney—Gopal's, 18-A Darcy St., Parramatta/ (02) 635-0638 Cebu, Philippines—Govinda's, 26 Sanchiangko St.
Sydney—Govinda's and Govinda's Take-away (both at ISKCOMN Sydney)
Sydney— Hare Krsna Free Food Centre, Victoria St., King's Cross LATIN AMERICA
NEW ZEALAND AND Fg'l BRAZIL
Auckland, New Zealand (New Varshan)—Hwy. 18, Riverhead (next to Huapai Golf Course) Belem, PA—Av. Gentil Bitencourt, passagem MacDowell, 96 (entre Dr. Morais e Benj. Constant)
(mail: e/o R.D. 2, Kumeu, Auckiand)f{-ll 8075 Belo Hori MG—Rua Gongalves Dias, 2411, Lurdes 30.000/ (031) 335-1551
Christchurch, New Zealand— 83 Bealey Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 2298, Christchurch)/ 61-965 Curitiba, PR—Rua Pres. Carlos Cavals 1090, Sio Francisco 80.000/ 234-0573
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave. (mail: P.O. Box 125)/ 61-633, ext. 48 Fortaleza, CE—Rua José Lourengo, 21 H‘ Aldeota
Suva, Fiji—P.O. Box 6376, Nasinu/ 391-282 Manaus, AM—Rua Leopoldo Neves, 3
n, New Zealand—9 Shalimar Crescent, Khandallah, Wellington Pérto Alegre, RS—Rua Tomis I-‘lmu 31? Bonfim/ 27-3078
(mail: P. 0 Box 2753, Wellington)/ 79-6157 Recife, PE—Rue Pamamirim, 327, Pamamirim 50.000/ (081) 268-1908
RESTAURANT Rio d:jmim. R]—Ladeira da Gldria. 98 Glérial 285-5643
Auckland, New Zealand—Gopal's, 1st fl., Civic House, 291 Queen St./ 3-4885 Salvador, BA—Rua Alvaro Adomo, 17, Brotas 40.000/ (071) 244-1072
S&o Luiz, MA—Rua Deputado José Maria, 93-Fatima
AFRICA Sio Paulo, SP—Rua Bom Pastor, 798 (mail: Caixa Postal 4855-01000)/ 279-7836
Abeokuta, Nigeria—Ibadan Rd., Obantoko, behind NET (mail: P.O. Box 5177) FARM COMMUNITY . : ,
Accra, Ghana—582 Blk. 20, Odokor, Official Town (mail: P.O. Box 01568, Osu) Pindamonhangaba, SP (New Gokula)—Riberao Grande (mail: C.P. 108, 12.400 Pinda)
Benin City, Nlae:h—Kam Estate Rd., off Upper Mission Rd., (mail: P,O. Box 3681) MEXICO
| Buea, Cameroon—Southwest Piﬂ\ih'lﬁe (mail: ¢/o Yuh Laban Nkesah Pand T, VHS) Guadalajara—Morelos No. 1514 Sector Hildago, Jalisco/ 26-12-78
| Durban (Natal), 8. Africa—F.O. Box 212, Cato Ridge, Natal 3680/ (3?.5) 219-19 Mexico City—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. 18/ {905} 271-0132
Ibadan, Nigeria—P.O. Box 9996 U.L) Monterrey—General Albino Espinoza, 345 Pre., Zona Centro, Montemey, N.L./ 42-67-66
| Kitwe, Zambia—P.O. Box 20242 Morelia— Ticateme No. 52 pte., Col. Selix Ireta 58070, Morelia, Mich.
hfm , Nigeria—No. 2 Murtala Mohammed | ional Airport Expressway, Mafaluk Puebla—Rio Nazas 5016, Col. San Manuel/ 459047
4 mail: P.O. Box 8793, Lagos) Vera Cruz—Calle 3, Carebelas No. 784, Fracci ito Reforma/ 50759
| Mauritius—White House. Celicourt Antelme St., Quartre Bornes (mail: P.O. Box 108, FARM COMMUNITY
Quartre Bornes, Mauritius)/ 46804 Tulancingo, Hidalgo (Nueva Gauda-Mandala Bhami)—( Mexico City)
M&mbm);rﬂ;?{;ﬁ—}lm Krishna House, Sauti Ya Kenya and Kisumu Rds. (mail: P.O. Box 82224, PERU
om| Arequipa—
+ Nkawkaw, Ghana—P.O. Box 329, Nkawkaw o Plse San Franctoca No. 360 (alto)
Nairobi, Kenya—Muhuroni Close, off West Magara Rd. (mail: P.O. Box 28946 ‘leolﬁ}:‘ 744365 Chosica—]r. Chile 136
Port Harcourt, Nigeria—2 Eligbam Rd. (comer of Obana Obhan St.), G.R.A Huancayo—Av. Giraldez 652
(mail: P.O. Box 4429, Trans ﬁmadt] Lima—Avenida San Martin 135/ 670405
Takoradi, Ghana—64 Windy Ridge (mail: P.O. Box 328) Miraflores—Av. Schell 630/ 442505
FARM COMMUNITY i : Trujillo—]r. Bolivar 768
Mauritius (ISKCON Vedic Farm)—Beau Bois, Bon Acceuil FARM COMMUNITY
Gauranga Sevak—Bellavista, Hvallaga, San Martin
ASIA RESTAURANTS
INDIA A i (at ISKCON Arequipa)
Ahmedabad, Gujarat—7, Kailas Society, Ashram Rd., 380 009/ 449935 Barranco—Av. Grav 137
Bamanbore, Gujarat—N.H. 8-B, Surendranagar (city office: 32 Ananta Nagar, Kalavad Rd., Cuzco—Calle Espéderos 128 (near Plaza de Armas)
Rajkot 360 003 Lima—]r. Azangaro 14
galore Kuumlu—B-iM. 9th ‘B’ Cross, West of Chord Rd., Mahalaxmi Layour, 560 086 Miraflores—Av. SdleIIGOS
(ml“ P.O. Box 5181)/ 804 O'I'HERCOUNTRIES
Baroda, Gujarat—18, Sujm Sncnenr Gorri Rd., 390 015/ 66499 Aires, A i .Centro Bhaktived Andonaegui 2054, (1431) Buenos Aires
Bhubaneswar, Orissa—National Highway No. 5, Nayapali, 751 001/ 53125 Cal.l, Colombia—Avenida 9 Norte, 17-33/ 621688
Bombay, Maharashtra—Hare Krishna Land, Juhu 400 054/ 626-860 Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Luis Rod:c 61, Colinas de los Chaguaramos/ 751-3026
handigeh, Puniah—Hae Ko Land, s R e
l‘u.qia —Hare in Marg, Sector 36-B, 160 036/ 26674 " 53&! 23150
Chl ), gal—Thakur Haridas Sripatbari Sevashram, P.O. Chhaygharia, am”“ N Arellano 680, (5000) Alta Cérdoba
P.S. Bonaaon. Dist. 24Pa:nvn Crabwood Creek, G .mm 1803, Sec. D, Corentyne, Berbice
Gauhati, Assam—Post Bag No. 127, 781 001 Georgetown, Gwm—ﬂ Uirvlugt Front, West Coast Demerara
Hyderabad, A.P.—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Rd., 500 001/ 51018 Guayagquil, Ecuador—V. E. Estrada 110, Circunvalacion Norte/ 382439
mh-l. ;hn?;r;;u!-!mu!;ﬂshm 2 c:imd rp;g l;ocd 795 335 S iTeh 3288 La Paz, Bolivia— Avenida Herando Siles 6239 (mail: Casilla 10278 Obrajes)/ 785023
ras, Tam — uk Garden Road, Madras Medellin, Colombia—Calle 56 (Bolivia), Parque de Bolivar
el sl ey ety T’ﬁ?ﬁs’?‘i’fé‘o’?&' D iy Mo Unpare a0 i
ew —M- ter Panama, qublic of Panama—Via las Cumbres, entrada Villa Zaita, frente a INPSA No. 10
?&;Em' u;hnmﬁa-Hm;d Krsna Asrama, across Chandrabhaga River, Dist. Sholapur, 413304 (mu P.O. Box 6-29-54, Panama)/ 681070
- ne, Maharashtra—4 Tarapoor Quito, Ecuador—Carron 641 Amazones/ 520466
*  Silchar, Assam—Mahaprabhu Colony, Malugram, Cachar District, 788002 San Jose, Costa Rica— 100 mtrs. sureste de aptos Torre Blance Urbanizacidn Carmiol, Montes
Surat, Gujarat—Rander Rd,, Jahangirpura, Surat, 395005/ 84215 de Oca, Casa No. 49 (mail: P.O. Box 166, Paseo Estudiantes, Z-1002)
Tirupati, A.P.—No. 37, B Type, T.T.D. Qrs., Vlnavaka Nagar, K. T. Rd., 517501/ 2285 San Snlvldor, El Salvador—67 Avenida Sur No. 15, Colonia Escalon
Trivandrum, Kerala—P. B. No. 5098, Fort !‘ou: Office, 695023 Santiago, _E;u,.dlgnm, 150
Vrindivan, U.P.—Krishna-Balarim Mmf]lr. Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Mathurd/ 178 Santo Domingo, Domi bl ..a.'lle G Rodriguez No. 254/ (809) 688-7242
] FARM COMMUNITIES Trinidad and Tobago, West Indi Prabhupada Ave., L denville, Chag
Hyderabad, A.P.—P.O. Dubilpur Village, Medchal Taluc, Hyderabad District, 501 401 FARM COMMUNITIES
Mayapur, W. Bengal—(contact Mayapur) Guayaquil, Ecuador (Nuevo Nilicala)—(contact Guayaquil)
RESTAURANTS Guy Seawell Village, C: yne, East Berbice
Bnnuhv—Govinda‘s (at Hare Krishna Land) San Salvador, El Salvador—C, aSanta Ana, Km. 34, Canton Los Indios, Zapotitin,
Veinda Mandir G me. dc La Libertad -
OTHER COU'NTRIES
Bali, I 17, Renon, Denpasar Buenoo mhm ntina—Madre Tierra, Mendoza 2320, (1428) Buenos Aires
Bln:kok Tlulll.nd—-IS‘J Soi Punhn-OmrJ\ New Road/ 233-2488 —Govinda's (contact Guayaquil)
l-hnu Knn;—i H in St., Flat 23, Kowloon/ 3- ?112630 Qlliw, Ecuador—Govinda's, Esmeracoas 853 y Venezuela/ 511083
ia—Yayasan Kk Km di JL. Kamboja 10-12, Tomang Raya/ 599 301 San José, Costa Rica—50 metros al este de la casa amarilla, Avenida 7, No. 1325
Kathmandu, Nepal—Sri Kunj, Kai San Salvador, El Salvador—Govinda's, 7* Calle Oriente No. 155/ 218035
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia—Lot. 23 ]al.an 18/22, Taman Kanagapuram, Petaling Jaya Santiago, Chile—Govinda's (contact Santiago)




FESTIVALS

and the Hare Krsna Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual
calendar that divides the year into twelve
months, each named for a different form of
Krsna. The devotees at the Hare Krsna center
nearest you will gladly tell you more about the
meaning of the festivals listed here.

Month of Kesava
(November 9—December 8)

December 4—Moksada Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

Month of Narayana
(December 9—January 7)

December 12— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Mabharaja, the spiritual master of His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada (fasting till noon).

December 18— Saphala Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

December 23— Appearance anniversary of
Srila Locana dasa Thakura, a great spiritual
master whose songs perpetuate the simple
Krsna conscious method of self-realization.

December 25— Disappearance anniversary
of Srila Jiva Gosvami, an intimate follower of
Lord Caitanya and the author of numerous
highly respected philosophical works.

January 3— Putrada Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

Month of Madhava
(January 8—February 5)

January 11— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, one of the principal
followers of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

January 12— Disappearance anniversary of
Srila Jayadeva Gosvami, a great spiritual
master and the author of Gita-govinda.

Januvary 17— Sat-tila Ekadasi (fasting from
grains and beans).

January 25— Appearance anniversary of Srila
Paiicadravida Swami Tridandipada, one of
the present spiritual masters in the Hare Krsna
movement.

RESOURCES

Plain living, high thinking. Get out of the
city—away from the noise, pollution, and the
anxiety and madness of city life. Come back
to a simpler, more natural way of life. Live

close to the earth, close to God. The Hare
Krsna movement has thirty-four farm com-
munities throughout the world. These are sa-
cred places where your spirit can unfold. And
at the same time, they’re realistic, practical
places, where you can build a sane, stable life
for yourself and, if you’re married, for your
family.

To find out more, get in touch with the
ISKCON farm community nearest you (you’ll
find them in the list of centers on pages 20—21
of this magazine).

Or write or call Paramananda dasa, who is
the ISKCON minister for farm communi-
ties. His address is the Gita-nagari Farm,
R.D. No. 1, Box 839, Port Royal, Pennsyl-
vania 17082; phone: (717) 527-4101.

Own a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
Now you can have a full library of the Vedic
classics in your home. Translated and ex-
plained by the world’s foremost scholar and
devotee, these books open up new realms of
spiritual life. Each book is a deluxe, beauti-
fully illustrated hardbound volume. And now
we make it far easier for you than ever before
to get a full set of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
For details, write ISKCON Educational Ser-
vices, 3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles,
CA 90034.

For life membership service inquiries and re-
ports, please correspond with your local temple
or the International Life Membership Trust,
230A Kenton Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA3
8BY, United Kingdom. The International Life
Membership Trust is the coordinating body
for life membership in ISKCON and operates
under the auspices of the International Life
Membership Committee, a committee of the
Governing Body Commission of ISKCON.

Going to Bombay?

Visit the ISKCON cultural center— Hare
Krishna Land, in beautiful Juhu Beach. A
short ride from the Bombay airports, Hare
Krsna Land features a gorgeous traditional
Krsna temple, together with a multistory
modern guestnouse, Govinda's pure vegetarian
prasadam restaurant, musical and theatrical
performances in the 425-seat auditorium, and
a sublime atmosphere of spiritual realization
in the association of Krsna's devotees.

For further information, inquire at your local
ISKCON center or get directly in touch with
ISKCON in Bombay.

Krsna Conscious Tape Cassettes

In the yoga system of Krsna consciousness,
the most important method of spiritual ad-
vancement is to hear the transcendental sound
of Krsna's holy name and teachings. By hear-
ing this sound from a pure devotee of Krsna,
you can make strong and steady progress on
the path back to Godhead.

ISKCON Educational Services offers a trea-
sure of recordings on high-quality C-60 and
C-90 cassettes: Srila Prabhupada leading the
congregational chanting of Hare Krsna, Srila
Prabhupada singing traditional songs of God
realization and explaining their meaning, Srila
Prabhupida’s classes on Bhagavad-gita and

Srimad-Bhagavatam, his conversations about
transcendental enlightenment with devotees
and guests.

For a current catalog, write to ISKCON
Educational Services, 3764 Watseka Avenue,
Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Prepare your child to go back to Godhead.
ISKCON now has more than twenty primary
and secondary schools worldwide, and some
of these schools are now prepared to accept
students from outside their local communi-
ties. Here's your opportunity to give your
child a strong spiritual foundation, in addition
to standard academic knowledge.

For more information, write to Sri Rama
disa, ISKCON Gurukula Education Office,
P.O. Box 388, Lake Huntington, N.Y. 12752.

Now your television can bring you closer to
Krsna. Videocassettes from ITV (ISKCON
Television) bring the spiritual vision of Krsna
into your home.

See the pastimes of Lord Krsna and Lord
Rama . . . Visit the centers of the Hare Krsna
movement around the world . . . Attend classes
given by Srila Prabhupada himself . . . Relish
the life story of Srila Prabhupada in Your
Ever Well-Wisher.

Almost 100 shows to choose from. Top-
quality, low-priced videocassettes. Available
in Y4-inch, ¥%-inch, NTSC (American), and
PAL (overseas).

For a free, full-color catalog, write to ITV,
3764 Watseka Avenue, Los Angeles, CA
90034.

If you're a scientifi¢ person, apply your mind
to the science of self-realization. Read Mech-
anistic and Nonmechanistic Science, an inves-
tigation into the nature of consciousness and
form, by Richard L. Thompson, Ph.D.

In this book, Dr. Thompson shows how
physics breaks down when it tries to deal with
consciousness. He examines how biology runs
in circles when it tries to account for complex
forms of life. For scientists seeking a unified
view of the world, he suggests looking beyond
theories that boil everything down to imper-
sonal arrangements of numbers. And he gives
some revolutionary ideas of what science has
yet to find. Includes rigorous technical sec-
tions you can read if they’re for you, or skip
over without hindrance if they’re not.

245 pages, softbound.

For your copy, send $6.60 ($7.00 in Canada)
to ISKCON Educational Services, 3764 Wat-
seka Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034.

Enjoy the writings of Srila Satsvariipa dasa
Goswami Gurupiada, one of the present spiri-
tual masters in the Hare Krsna movement.
The author of a six-volume biography of Srila
Prabhupada, he continues to produce essays
and poems for everyone interested in Krsna
consciousness. For a brochure, write to The
Gita-nagari Press, P.O. Box 18928, Phila.,
PA 19119.

Note to Subscribers. Planning to move? Let
us know when and where so we can keep your
BACK TO GODHEAD coming without a break.




EveryTown and Village

A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

Cebu City, Philippines— When Typhoon
Nitang devastated the Philippines in Sep-
tember, killing 1,500 people by a tidal
wave, devotees from the local Hare Krsna
Food for Life program were immediately
on hand here and in Mandaue, two of the
worst afflicted cities, distributing nutritious
prasadam—food offered to Krsna.

The 109-mile-per-hour winds caused ex-
tensive destruction—sinking twenty ships,
smashing buildings, and uprooting trees.

ISKCON'’s regional secretary Mahasringa Goswami on the food relief truck in the Ph]llppiﬁcs,

15ya m':l('l‘vHNY'SIA

The high winds blew the roofs off the
buildings at the ISKCON community, and
the devotees had to endure without elec-
tricity for a week and a half.

“As soon as the weather calmed down,
we went to the market and purchased sacks
of wheat flour, rice, and mung beans,”
said ISKCON’s regional secretary Maha-
srriga Goswami. “We worked around the
clock making veggie burgers, and every-
one was very appreciative.”

TV Debate in Spain Enhances Devotees’ Reputation

Madrid, Spain— A new era for Krsna con-
sciousness here began recently when half
of the country—an estimated fifteen mil-
lion people—saw Madrid temple president
Sucisrava dasa on Spain’s most popular
TV talk show, La Clave (“The Key”).

Dr. Larry Shinn, a prominent friend of
ISKCON and Danforth Professor of Reli-
gion at Oberlin College in Ohio, was in-
vited by the show’s producers to speak on
behalf of ISKCON.

Dr. Shinn and Sucisrava defeated oppo-
nents Jose Belil, president of the Spanish
Pro-Youth Association, and Dr. Louis
West, director of the University of Cali-
fornia’s Neuropsychiatric Institute in Los
Angeles,

Mr. Belil accused the devotees of using
“brain control” and of misusing funds col-
lected for the Hare Krsna movement in
Spain. Dr. Shinn replied that he had stud-
ied sixteen ISKCON temples in the U.S.
and India and saw no evidence of either
coercion or misuse of funds. Dr. Shinn
stressed that the devotees follow an an-
cient religious tradition, one that is also
currently followed by many Indians.

Sucisrava pointed out that at the devo-
tee’s request the Spanish government had
inspected the ISKCON accounts and had
found nothing abnormal. “Everything we
collect,” Suci§rava explained, “is through
distributing literature that tells about reli-
gious and spiritual principles that can bene-

fit any person.”

Also supporting ISKCON was the chair-
man of the Office of Religious Affairs in
the Spanish Ministry of Justice and a rep-
resentative for the Jehovah's Witnesses in
Spain.

La Clave, the longest-running show in
Spanish TV history, is hosted by Jose Luis
Balbin, whose reputation for integrity com-
pares to Walter Conkrite’s in the U.S.
Said Kesava Bharati Goswami, ISKCON's
regional secretary for Portugal and Spain,
*Of all the shows on television, this is the
one that the intellectuals watch. This will
have a very positive effect on ISKCON's
position in Europe.”

500,000 View Toronto’s
Tenth Ratha-yatra

Toronto, Ontario— This city’s tenth annual
Ratha-yatra parade took place on Yonge
Street, Canada’s busiest thoroughfare (and
at 1,783 miles long, the world’s longest
street). Half a million people enjoying the
Tall Ships Festival also watched the devo-
tees and other participants in the parade
pull three forty-foot-high chariots to the
waterfront on Lake Ontario. The parade
was led by a decorated elephant, and a
plane flew over the city for six hours trail-
ing the message “Krishna Blesses Toronto.
Hare Krishna.”

At the festival site, one of ISKCON'’s
present spiritual masters and the director
of its affairs in Canada and western India,
Srila Gopala-Krsna Goswami Bhagavata-
pada, hosted Toronto alderman Ying Hope
and Indian consul general Surinder Lal
Malik, the guest speakers.

Five thousand pieces of transcendental
literature were given out, and the festival-
goers enjoyed colorful exhibits, devotional
music, and a vegetarian feast.

VIY40O LLSVH
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The majestic chariots roll down Yor;ge- Street.
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THE VEDIC

YOUTH SUICIDE:
ENCOUNTERS WITH
HOPELESSNESS

by Drutakarma dasa

he time is five thousand years ago.

The place, the Battlefield of Kuru-
ksetra, in northern India. The warrior
Arjuna is undergoing a moment of intense
anxiety just as he is about to enter into
combat. Overwhelmed with doubt and de-
spair, he says, “I am now unable to stand
here any longer. I am forgetting myself,
and my mind is reeling. I see only causes of
misfortune.”

Srila Prabhupada explains in his com-
mentary on this passage from the Bhagavad-
gita: “When a man sees only frustration in
his expectations, he thinks, ‘Why am I
here?” Of course, Arjuna eventually re-
covered from his moment of self-doubt
and went on to victory. Butif a person can
find no satisfactory answer to the ques-
tion “Why am I here?” then he might con-
clude that ending his existence is a practical
solution.

Unfortunately, this is exactly the con-
clusion that more and more American
young people are reaching. Seeing only
unhappiness in their futures, they are tak-
ing their own lives in numbers that are
shocking. Surprisingly, many of the vic-
tims are quite well off in terms of material
well-being and social status.

Cathy Ann Petruso was a popular seven-
teen-year-old high school senior in New
York’s Westchester County. Captain of
the cheerleading squad, she had also been
selected by her classmates as homecoming
queen. She seemed to have everything
going for her; yet one summer night she
hung herself with her own belt in the
rest room of a drive-in movie theater, Hun-
dreds of similar examples could be cited.

In recent years suicide has ranked second
or third as the leading cause of death
among people under twenty-four years of
age. Each day, an average of eighteen
American young people kill themselves,
and according to some mental health pro-
fessionals, the number of unreported sui-
cides could double or triple the total.
Furthermore, Dr. J. Vernon Magnusson,
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Transcendental Comment:

a professor of child psychiatry at the Emory
University School of Medicine, estimates
that the number of suicide attempts is
fifty times as great as the number of re-
ported deaths, now running at a rate of
almost six thousand a year.

The reasons for the suicide epidemic are
a matter of controversy. Butin all analyses

/.

.

a predominant theme emerges—in their
search for happiness, teenagers are en-
countering a sense of extreme hopelessness.

Some observers have attributed thisto a
lack of traditional religious values. Steven
Stack, a student at Pennsylvania State
University, says, “Religion supplies moral
guidelines. . . . Young people, while freer,
are also more unhappy.” However, most
people are probably already aware of tradi-
tional guidelines, but see little reason to
follow a list of “don’ts” that seem to do
nothing more than deny the human desire
for happiness. So, instructing young people
in a list of moral guidelines may not be the
complete answer.

According to the sages of ancient India,
underlying our deep dissatisfaction and
frustration is a fundamental lack of knowl-
edge about our own inner nature. We do
not understand who we really are.

The problem thus becomes one of iden-
tity. The Bhagavad-gita teaches that the
real self is the soul. Without the presence
of the spirit soul, the body is a lifeless
lump of matter. The body is, therefore,
simply a temporary vehicle for the soul.
By nature, the soul is eternal and full of
happiness and knowledge. If one can re-

main fixed in this knowledge of the self,
one experiences complete satisfaction along
with freedom from all kinds of fears and
anxieties. The reverse is also true. If one is
always looking outside the self—to the
body and material objects—for pleasure
and satisfaction, one is always going to re-
main frustrated in one’s search for happi-
ness, without knowing why. And it is this
sense of not knowing why one is unhappy
or what to do about it that is doubtlessly a
major contributing factor in the impetus
toward suicide. The fear of the future be-
comes so overwhelming that one can no
longer confront it.

The state in which the mind is completely
focused upon the actual self within the
body is technically called samadhi. The
Gita says, “In the stage of perfection called
trance, or samdadhi, one’s mind is com-
pletely restrained from material mental

DRAWINGS BY DHRUVA MAHARAJA DASA



OBSERVER

ry on the Issues of the Day

activities by the practice of yoga. This per-
fection is characterized by one’s ability to
see the self by the pure mind and to relish
and rejoice in the self. In that joyous state,
one is situated in boundless transcenden-
tal happiness, realized through transcen-
dental senses. Established thus, one never
departs from the truth.”

The methods for attaining this position
of self-realization are described in the
Gita. The effectiveness of these techniques
leads Dr. Elwin H. Powell, a professor of
sociology at the State University of New
York, to declare, “If the truth is what
works . . . there must be a kind of truth in
the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, since those
who follow its teachings display a joyous
serenity usually missing in the bleak and
strident lives of contemporary people.”

Of course, the Gita’s teachings are meant
for everyone—not just those unfortunate
young people who might be contemplating
taking their own lives. But here’s some-
thing we can all consider: if we don’t be-
come self-realized in this lifetime, then
according to the Gita, we will remain en-
tangled in an endless cycle of births and
deaths. In effect, if one does not seriously
take up the process of self-realization, one
is committing a kind of spiritual suicide.

DAY OF THE
LIVING DEAD

by Mathuresa dasa

S taying in Intensive Care Units (ICU’s)
in U.S. hospitals can cost upwards of
$600 a day. Add to that base rate the charges
for respirators, kidney dialysis machines,
drugs, lab tests, and so on, and a daily bill
of $2.,000 is not unusual. In 1982 Ameri-
cans spent about $28 billion—or nearly
one per cent of the gross national product—
on ICU’s.

And why not spend so much? ICU sup-
port systems maintain our most valuable
possession: life.

Or do they? Critics point out that al-
though the advanced medical technology
used in ICU’s can support a patient’s
organ system for long periods, it cannot
cure the underlying diseases. Put a ter-
minally ill patient in an ICU and he’s
still terminally ill. He has no hope of living

normally, and even his bed-ridden exis-
tence is tenuous. Sometimes patients are
“kept alive” under such conditions against
their wills, and may even have to be tied
down to prevent them, as they thrash about
in pain, from pulling the life-sustaining
tubes and needles from their bodies. So at
least in some cases, 1ICU’s appear to pro-
long not life, but the agonies of death.

A devotee of Krsna always remembers
that his life and death are in the hands of
the Supreme Lord and that an ICU cannot
in itself prolong anyone’s life even for a
second. A devotee looks after his health
and may take whatever steps are neces-
sary—including those of the most advanced
medical technology—to keep physically
fit. But he never makes the mistake of
thinking that his physical well-being can
ever be fully controlled by medical technol-
ogy. Whether the medicine works or not
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or whether the ICU does in fact keep him
alive is ultimately up to Krsna.

Furthermore, a devotee does not take his
physical body as all in all. He knows that he
is an eternal individual spirit soul situated
within a temporary body and that the death
of the body does not mark the end of his
real self or of his service to Krsna.

Much of the emphasis on the use of
ICU’s is a result of the lack of knowledge
that we are transcendental to our physical
bodies. A society that falsely thinks that
the individual dies with the death of the
body is bound to spend billions to try to
keep the body alive, even if only for a few
extra moments—and even if those mo-
ments are a living death. On the other
hand, one who knows the self is transcen-
dental will be more inclined, when faced
with imminent death, to rely fully on

vt

Krsna, rather than on an ICU. o]
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PAINTING BY GLEN BARNES

he impressive picture you see here
is an artist’s conception of the Temple
of Understanding, an eighteen-story archi-
tectural masterpiece designed by M. Mutiah
Staphati of Madras, India, to be built in
New Vrindaban, a burgeoning community
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness (ISKCON) in the West
Virginia panhandle. The temple, iridescent
and gleaming with gold-leaf trim, will be
the first of its kind in North America. In
fact, even in India such an architectural
feat has not been attempted in almost
five hundred years. The 25-million-dollar
Temple of Understanding will be the main
attraction in the Land of Krishna, a one-
hundred-acre complex that will include
sculptures, botanical gardens, art galleries,
multimedia exhibits, a planetarium, and
more—all aimed at educating visitors in the
sublime philosophy of Krsna consciousness.
New Vrindaban, founded by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, is a sixteen-year-old Hare Krsna
community, located near Wheeling in the
hills of West Virginia about half an hour
south of Interstate 70. Under the guid-
ance of Srila Kirtanananda Swami Bhakti-
pada, New Vrindaban has grown from very
humble beginnings to a thriving, diversi-
fied community of more than five hundred
members. In 1968 New Vrindaban was but
a handful of devotees, a couple of ram-
shackle buildings, and a few hundred acres
of mostly wooded land. Today, spanning
more than four thousand acres, it is a bee-
hive of activity with some twenty work-
shops and studios, a school, a press, a
two-hundred-cow dairy barn under con-
struction, and one of the state’s most gor-
geous and famous architectural wonders,
Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold.

SUNDARAKARA DASA

e
VA o B
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M. Mutaih Staphati (right) and his assistant
work on plans for the Temple of Understanding.

The New Vrindaban community vaulted
to international acclaim in 1979 with the
opening of the Palace of Gold, which blends
the richness and beauty of Indian archi-
tectural design with American technological
know-how. (See BACK TO GODHEAD 16/6.)
The Palace, a creation of marble, onyx,
stained glass, gold-leaf, crystal, and teak,
has attracted an estimated 2.5 million

BACK TO GODHEAD 27




Working jointly on design and
architectural rendering for the
interior of the Temple of
Understanding are Murti dasa
(below) and Sudhanur dasa
(right). The main floor of the
temple is pictured at far right.
Key: 1) Lobby 2) Kirtana Hall
3) Altars and Deity rooms

4) Planetarium 5) The Lord
Has Form exhibit 6) Vedic
Science Hall 7) Exhibition Hall.

Gopala Goswami, a sculptor from Bengal who has
taught art and environmental sculpture at the
University of Arkansas, finishes the model (above)
for the face of the forty-foot-high statue of Lord
Caitanya (right), which is being made of weather-
resistant, glass-reinforced concrete and will grace
the Valley of Guru and Gauranga.
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The relief (above) is one of two, ten-foot-high, gold-
plated doorkeepers greeting visitors at the present
temple. Hundreds of heroic-size sculptures in this
Vedic style will be featured in the Land of Krishna.
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people in the five years since it opened. As
one reporter put it, “The Palace of Gold
has to be seen to be believed.” One visitor
called it “the Hare Krsna equivalent of
the Sistine Chapel,” and the news media
has dubbed it “the Taj Mahal of the West.”

Srila Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold is the
first phase of the master plan for the Land
of Krishna, which is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 1996. The aim of the project is to
inspire and enlighten people about Lord
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head. “In the mundane world,” says Srila
Bhaktipada, “there is Disneyland. We are
creating a spiritual Disneyland, where
people can enjoy and be amazed, but at

In the mold shop,
Kumara dasa (above)
sprays gold mixed with
laquer on a nearly com-
pleted home altar. Many
crafts and industries
such as this grew directly
out of the devotees’
involvement in building
Prabhupada’s Palace.
Under construction (at
left), two ornamental
towers flank steps lead-
ing to the yet unfinished
lake in the Valley of
Guru and Gauranga.

the same time learn something worthwhile.”

Visitors—or pilgrims, if you will—to
the Land of Krishna will have to plan to stay
at least six days to take in all the tours and
programs that will be offered. (Small won-
der that the master plan calls for two one-
hundred-room hotels). The site for the
entire project is a tract of ridge land divided
into three sectors. Each sector will have a
different focus and will require an average
of two days to tour.

Sector one, the Home of the Spiritual
Masters, will cover about forty acres and
will include the Palace of Gold, which will
be surrounded by beautifully landscaped
gardens. Already some thirty thousand
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annually-flowering plants, forty thousand
spring-flowering bulbs, and five thousand
summer-flowering bulbs, plus shrubs and
evergreens, have been planted. These gar-
dens and others yet to come will provide
year-round beauty and fragrance. The at-
mosphere should be exhilarating.

Other features to be included in sector
one are sculptures, large pools, a perform-
ing arts center, and a conservatory housing
tropical plants from around the world. The
walkway from the Palace to the conserva-
tory will be lined with three hundred crab-
apple trees. In the nearby Valley of Guru
and Gauranga, two forty-foot-high images
of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda™®
will stand overlooking a two-million-gallon
lake. In this lake a beautiful swan-shaped
boat for taking the Deities of Radha and
Krsna on boat rides will be kept in an
ornate boathouse resembling a little temple.
In the performing arts center, episodes
from the two great Sanskrit epics Maha-
bharata and Ramayana will be staged
weekly.

Visitors to the Home of the Spiritual
Masters will learn what a bona fide spiri-
tual master is, and they’ll hear stories from
the lives of the past great spiritual masters
in the disciplic line. By the end of the first
two days, visitors will have an understand-
ing of why one needs a spiritual master,
the distinguishing characteristics of a bona
fide spiritual master, the importance of
the system of disciplic succession, and so
on. This sector is scheduled for comple-
tion in 1986 and will cost an estimated ten
miifion doitars.

Next (on the third day) begins the tour
of the second sector, the Krsna Book
Forest Park. This section is conceived as
an interlude between the deep philosophi-
cal experience of sector one and the over-
whelming majesty and splendor to come
in sector three. The Krsna Book Forest
Park will emphasize sweetness and beauty.
It will be a botanical haven, with thou-
sands of rare trees and plants. The Park
will feature thirteen specially designed and
landscaped sites, where the main boyhood
pastimes of Lord Krsna will be depicted in
sculpture. More than five hundred heroic-
size sculptures (nine-foot-high children and
twelve-foot-high adults) will be cast or
carved to re-create these pastimes. Why
such huge sculptures? The devotees hope
that the visual impact will create a strong
impression. Thus, for the rest of their lives,
visitors to Krsna Book Forest Park will be
able to relish the memory of the transcen-
dental pastimes that the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead performed five thousand

*Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda are Lord
Krsna and Lord Balarama, who appeared in
India five hundred years ago in the roles of
devotees of Krsna to teach love of God through
the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.
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Sector one of the Land of Kgshiria~
is called the Home of the Sfiritual-

pictured on these two pag
scheduled for completion

will span some forty acres. Be
Palace of Gold and its surroundi
gardens give a hint of the project
future opulence. 2







1) Tram stop and gate
2) Park Palace

5) Rock gardens with miniatures
6) Flowered hills and cow herd

8) Patana Witch lila
9) Bakasura lila
10) Dhenukasura 1114
11) Kaliya fila
12) Zoo: Animals of Krsna
13) Vindavana Village
14) Pralambasura lila
15) Damodara lila
16) Aghasura [7la and rock garden

18) Govardhana lila

19) Rasa lila

20) Birch tree forest; return to Palace
21) Auxiliary greenhouses

3) Sukadeva Gosvami and assembled sages
4) Krsna and cowherd boys eating lunch

7) Hill of colored gravel and Trnavarta Tower

17) Large lawn meadow and Govardhana waterfalls

Krsna Book
Forest Park

Soma dasa (above) is designing scale models for the five
hundred larger-than-life-size sculptures in Krsna Book Forest
Park (see diagram at top). The brick factory (right) provides
jobs for local people and produces 2,500 interlocking bricks a
day for paving the roads and paths in the Land of Krishna.

years ago in Vrndavana, India.

One of the highlights of the Krsna Book
Forest Park will be a zoo housing animals
from Krsna’s pastimes: peacocks, monkeys,
elephants, and even parrots that chant
Hare Krsna. Another feature of the Park
will be an observation tower from which
visitors can survey most of the Land of
Krishna. This will be a photographer’s de-
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light. Krsna Book Forest Park will consist
of about thirty-two acres and will cost an
estimated fifteen million dollars. Its com-
pletion is scheduled for 1989.

The tour of sector three will begin on
the fifth day of the Land of Krishna pilgrim-
age and will highlight the Temple of Under-
standing. The structure will be 240 feet
square at its base and will rise over 160 feet

high. To enter the temple, visitors will
traverse an 800-foot walkway—past the
Seven Pools of Mercy, through the Plaza
of Life, with its reflecting pool, and into
the temple through a portico supported by
six elephant columns. Once in the lobby,
visitors may take stairs or elevators up to
the main floor of the temple, or they may
go to the dining hall, with a capacity for
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YAMARAIA DASA

Sri Sri Radha-
Vrndavanacandra
(center, above) along
with S11 Sri Gaura-
Nitai (left) and Sri
Nathaji (right), stand-
ing on a gold and silver
altar, are the center
of worship at New
Vrindaban. At left,
husband and wife
team up to run two
of the community’s
many computers that
maintain mailing

5, store data,
keep accounts,
and even assist
in architectural
design.

Kuladri dasa (far left),
president of the New
munity
(left),
ors one of the eighty
students in the
community’s school.

2 e AL
DULAL CANDRA DASA

three thousand, where they will enjoy de-
licious prasddam, Hare Krsna vegetarian
cuisine.

In the middle of the main floor will be
the Kirtana Hall, sixty feet square. On the
far side of the hall will be three altars. On
one altar will be enthroned the presiding
Deities of New Vrindaban, Sri S1i Radha-
Vrndavanacandra, and on the other two
will be Deities of other manifestations of
the Lord. Before entering the Kirtana
Hall, tour groups will view an orientation
film, explaining the practice of Deity wor-
ship in the process of Krsna consciousness.
Afterwards, visitors will be taken before
the Deities.

Other features on the main floor will be
a Vedic Science Hall, an Exhibition Hall,

B TO GODHEAD 33




and a Philosophy Hall and Planetarium,
where spectacular multimedia shows will
be presented. The halls of the main floor
will be decorated in sacred South Indian
motifs.

Leaving the main floor and ascending
the tower over the Kirtana Hall, guests may
go out onto the roof of the main floor and
wander in the gardens of rare roses and
other flowers, or they may continue up
into the Tower of the Holy Name. As they
ascend they will pass through galleries of
devotional art masterpieces by members
of the Krsna consciousness movement and
famous works from India. In the upper
levels of the tower there’ll be exhibits de-
picting the Vaikuntha worlds, the spiri-
tual realm. On the topmost level will be a
shrine, and within, the transcendentally
beautiful form of Nataraja-Krsna, “Krsna,
the Master of Dance.” The Temple of
Understanding will also house a library,
various workshops, and family counseling
offices.

The master plan calls for an enormous
garden area behind the temple: the Gardens
of Lord Caitanya. This will be similar to
the Krsna Book Forest Park, except that
the sculptured images will depict the pas-
times of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Only
those who stay six days and experience all
other features of the Land of Krishna will be
able to fully appreciate the confidential
Gardens of Lord Caitanya.

The scheduled date for completion of
the Temple of Understanding is 1996, but
the opening is scheduled for 1992, which
means tours will go on during the four
years of the finishing touches. The third
sector will occupy thirty-three acres, and
the estimated cost is 25 million dollars.

The Land of Krishna, with the Temple of
Understanding at its heart, will be the
center for the revival of Vedic spiritual
culture in the Western world. It will be a
significant contribution to the religious
and cultural heritage of the United States,
what to speak of bringing appreciable eco-
nomic gains to the state of West Virginia.
Ultimately, the devotees at New Vrindaban
expect that the project will significantly
improve the spiritual and moral quality of
America.

The Land of Krishna project will demon-
strate something that Srila Prabhupada
many times expressed a desire to see. He

used to say that India, being impoverished
materially, is like a lame man; and America,
being impoverished spiritually, is like a
blind man. If the lame man gets on the
shoulders of the blind man, then together
they can work for their mutual benefit. In
other words, the combination of India’s
spiritual wisdom and America’s material
opulence will be beneficial to both nations
and ultimately the world. The phenomenal
success of Prabhupada’s Palace of Gold
gives us an indication of just how dynamic
and expedient is this formula for propagat-
ing Krsna consciousness.

Of course, neither New Vrindaban, the
Palace of Gold, nor the Land of Krishna
project would be possible without dedi-
cated devotees ready to face the untold
trials and tribulations such a momentous
project is sure to bring. Heading the list of
these stalwart devotees is Srila Bhakti-
pada, who by his pure and consistent
example of Krsna consciousness instills
warmth and enthusiasm for spiritual life in
his followers. He is a great source of inspi-
ration as he makes his daily rounds, going
from site to site overseeing each phase of
the project’s development.

One of the chief devotees assisting Srila
Bhaktipada is Kuladri dasa, president of
the New Vrindaban community. Param
Brahma dasa is in charge of planning and
development. Miirti dasais an architect by
profession who has been involved in temple
building projects of the Krsna conscious-
ness movement in India and South Africa
since 1972. Sudhanur dasa, who developed
many skills while working on the construc-
tion of the Palace of Gold, is in charge of
design. And, of course, each resident of
New Vrindaban plays some vital role in
the ultimate success of the master plan.

One excellent result already achieved
by the project is that it has attracted sup-
port and participation from professional
persons outside the New Vrindaban com-
munity, most notably from the Indian
sector. Gradually, qualified persons are
stepping forward and expressing a desire
to work on the project, and this has been
very encouraging to the devotees. One
devotee explained that they especially wel-
come involvement by Indian experts in ar-
chitecture and engineering, because it’s
easier to convey ideas about structure and
design to them. After all, Indians come

from a cultural and religious background
that comprehends the philosophy and life-
style of Krsna consciousness; therefore,
Indians are easier for the devotees to com-
municate with and are generally more
sympathetic to the devotees’ cause.

Recently at a master-plan conference,
twenty experts in various aspects of archi-
tectural design and engineering volunteered
to help develop what will be the most
fabulous place of pilgrimage in America.
Among the volunteers was Sashi Patel, a
senior designer for Celli-Flynn in Pitts-
burgh and already a long-time supporter
of the Land of Krishna project. Another
senior designer from Pittsburgh who is
taking an active part is Prakash Patel of
Dravo-Wellman. Also, M. P. Dokali, a
project manager for the Veterans Adminis-
tration in Washington, D.C., has volun-
teered his help. At the two-day master-
plan conference, committees were formed
and a resolution was passed to hold quar-
terly meetings until completion of the
project.

Although master architect M. Mutiah
Stapathi, who designed the Temple of
Understanding, was unable-to attend the
conference, his involvement remains vital
to the project. Mr. Stapathi, who knows
all the intricacies of traditional temple de-
sign as set forth in the Vedic literature,
regularly visits New Vrindaban between
trips to India and is consulted at each step
of the planning.

As you can see, the Land of Krishnais a
very big scheme—too big, you may think,
to succeed. But the Bhagavad-gita says
that wherever there is Krsna and His pure
devotees, there will be success. Especially
after witnessing the success of the Palace
of Gold, one can’t help but think that the
Land of Krishna will also be a success. As
Srila Bhaktipada put it, “Krsna is not a
poor fellow. He can do anything. Our re-
sponsibility is to surrender to Him. The
more we surrender to Krsna, the more we
become empowered by Krsna to act on
Krsna’s behalf. The only problem is to
surrender.” ey

For further information, for offering ad-
vice or suggestions, or for volunteering to
help, please write to: Pararn Brahma dasa,
ISKCON, R.D. 1, Box 3184, New Vrinda-
ban, West Virginia 26041.

Culture of the Soul

(continued from page 11)

books and by my own realizations, I can
understand that today’s mood of dissatis-
faction in life comes from identifying the
material body as our real self. Conse-
quently, so much effort is spent in trying to
squeeze out every last drop of pleasure
from the body. Krsna consciousness, on
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the other hand, is based on the universal
principle that life is eternal. The practice
of Krsna consciousness reveals to us that
we are not these bodies, but the spirit soul
within. The spirit soul animates the other-
wise lifeless body.

Because Krsna consciousness is the eter-
nal culture of the soul, it is fully satisfying
to everyone. Now I am applying my tal-
ents as a musician by playing and singing

songs for the glorification of Krsna. (I
haven’t given up my computer skills either.
In fact, I wrote this article on a new micro-
computer using Wordstar.) Krsna con-
sciousness has been especially meaningful
to me because it has freed me from the
misconception that I am the body. And it
has revealed to me the eternal principle
that everyone is a spiritual soul, part and
parcel of the Supreme Soul, Krsna. &
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I found Notes from the Editor: “What Are
the Choices?” [19.5] to be a short but ac-
curate analysis of the true meaning of civic
and patriotic duty. Personally, I found this
article especially applicable to West Africa
and to my country, Nigeria. The thirst for
power is so great that a country may change
governments four times a year, and yet
none of the leaders follow the laws laid
down by God. The Krsna consciousness
movement is an ideal example for people
all over the world because it is giving
knowledge of God and of how to love God.
R. Adewale Makusota
Lagos, Nigeria

* * *

Thank you for sending me free copies of
BAck ToO GODHEAD. I have truly enjoyed
these knowledge-filled samples, and I am
therefore enclosing a check for a one-year
subscription. Your movement is always a
source of inspiration to me.

Devendra Jessram Singh

San Diego

* * *

I have just gone through BACk TO GOD-
HEAD Vol. 19, No. 9, and feel compelled
to congratulate you on what a fine issue it
is. The cover photo is a real winner, and as
I went through the magazine—beginning
with Srila Prabhupada’s lecture, which was
so succinct with specific instructions—I
found it very stimulating.

“The Natural Spirit” was, in my opinion,
the best that Suresvara dasa has done, be-
cause it is so interesting to hear how devo-
tees joined the Hare Krsna movement.
This is a great puzzle to public leaders,
educators, parents, and so on. Even the
Indians are perplexed. So, this is a very in-
teresting story.

The article “How He Creates” deals
with a topic that is of intense interest to
people in this part of the world. They are
dissatisfied with the Biblical story of cre-
ation, and they come to us for explanations.
This article is so lucid that I feel moved to
reprint it and distribute it, or even to try to
get it published in a newspaper here.

The articles in The Vedic Observer are
all very skillfully written. The drawings
enhance the commentary. I also like the
masthead; it gives it a kind of newspaper
appearance. In fact, the title suggests a
newspaper: The Vedic Observer.

Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out is one of
the simplest and yet heaviest discussions
Srila Prabhupada has given. He destroys
all of modern science in a few sentences.

“The Death of My Father” is a powerful

article. It’s a real-life experience, and the
photo is first class. This article shows that
Krsna devotees do not alienate themselves
from their parents. This is just the kind of
material we need to counteract fanatic
criticisms against us.

The article on gurukula is of particular
interest, because even as far away as here
in Africa there is publicity given to the
growing problem of sexual abuse of chil-
dren in America. This is causing great

concern— parents and teachers having sex
with pre-adolescents. This article was so
inspiring that my mother wrote to tell me
how much she liked it. She had previously
read in Time about all the despicable things
being done to children. So I am very glad
to see how in our timeless magazine, people
can read how children are being elevated.
Notes from the Editor is also interesting.
It weaves in outside sources to support the
point, and I think that enhances the article.
As usual, the recipe section is first class.
On the whole, this magazine is a very
nice presentation of Krsna consciousness,
and anyone who reads it will be impressed.
Brahmananda Swami
Accra, Ghana
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NOTES FROM TI

E BEDITOR

When Legislation Fails: A Change of Heart?

The election year has ended, but the de-
bates continue. And one of the most con-
troversial issues is the role of religion in
government. The Hare Krsna movement
takes no side in the political battle, but it
can offer thoughtful advice to help solve a
complex problem.

Our viewpoint is that-government is re-
sponsible for giving the citizens moral and
nonsectarian religious guidance. Legisla-
tion and court rulings all presuppose some
kind of ethics, and the more enlightened
and compassionate the lawmakers are, the
better it will be for all citizens. In the
Vedic literature, for example, both the
leaders and the cititzens are advised to
rigidly observe four religious principles:
austerity, mercifulness, cleanliness, and
truthfulness. Surely a secular government
could live with these guidelines, as they do
not favor one religious creed over another.
By following such principles, the nation’s
moral vigor would greatly increase, yet
governments take little or no responsibility
in this crucial area. And what if the gov-
ernment leader is himself immoral or apa-
thetic toward evil in his state? According
to a Bengali proverb, “If the ruler of a
state is sinful, the citizens will never be
happy, just as in a family there can be no
happiness if the wife is corrupt.”

A Krsna conscious person, however, is
aware that spiritual conscience cannot be
legislated. It requires a change of conscious-
ness, a change of heart. Andiif the govern-
ment fails in its moral duties, the citizens
should still be able to avail themselves of
spiritual example and higher knowledge.
Consider the devotees of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement: they did not need
government legislation before giving up
the sinful activities of illicit sex, intoxica-
tion, gambling, and meat-eating. They gave
up these things on the basis of higher
knowledge and the example of saintly per-
sons, and in the spiritual pleasure of serv-
ing Krsna, they have found a higher taste.
A devotee’s main efforts, therefore, are
directed not toward seeking favorable
legislation but toward seeking to purify
people’s hearts. New York governor Mario
Cuomo—though his position on religion
or politics may be questionable — expressed
this principle when he called on his fellow
Catholics to take up “persuading, not coerc-
ing; leading people to truth by love.”

An interesting case of legislative failure

in the matter of religious and moral guid-
ance was the Eighteenth Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution, the prohibition
against liquor. Prohibition’s failure proves
that legislation (even when used against a
recognized vice), if not accompanied by a
real change of heart, becomes a mockery
of both religion and government. In Pro-
hibition— Era of Excess, Andrew Sinclair
writes, “With hope and sincerity the pro-
hibitionists looked forward to a world free
from alcohol and, by that magic panacea,
free also from want and crime and sin.”
But what happened? Despite the success-
ful passage of the amendment, the people
were not really prepared to give up drink-
ing. Even the author of the Eighteenth
Amendment, Senator Morris Sheppard,
had a large whiskey still operating on his
farm months after the amendment was
passed, and judges who handed down sen-
tences against bootleggers often had their
own stock of wine and liquor in their cel-
lars. Prohibition was a clear case of moral
legislation with no accompanying change
of heart, and therefore it failed.

We in the Krsna consciousness move-
ment, therefore, stress that persons who
claim to lead religious movements or who
claim to follow the founders of great reli-
gions must be exemplary. By upholding the
basic principles of spiritual life— austerity,
mercifulness, cleanliness, and truthful-
ness—they should lead the way. They
should fully engage in the transcendental
occupation of glorifying God; only then
can they expect to see a God-conscious
nation.

In a country already filled with evange-
lists, party-line politicians, self-styled phi-
losophers, and church-goers and church
leaders, for the numerically small and
recently-arrived Hare Krsna movement to
offer spiritual advice might seem presump-
tuous. The Krsna consciousness movement,
however, is based upon the eternal Vedas
and upon the Vedic culture, which existed
centuries before the advent of Christianity.
So we are not exactly upstarts or members
of a new religion. The bhakti-yoga process
of devotional service to God, stressing the
chanting of His holy names and strict avoid-
ance of sinful activities, is a potent force
for genuine theism and is beneficial for all.
The auspicious presence of Krsna con-
sciousness in America has been appreciated
by Christian ministers and theologians who

have seenin the devotees, ascetic and de-
votional practices that can be taken up by
the larger religious denominations.

America will always be a pluralistic so-
ciety, with freedom of religion for all
people. Yet because America is predomi-
nantly Christian (130 million claim to be-
long to the various Christian sects), [ would
like to submit a Krsna conscious sugges-
tion for how Christians (and other reli-
gionists) may increase their spirituality
and thus their potency for transforming
others.

This was, in fact, the proposal of His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada when he was touring through
Europe and Australia and meeting with
many church leaders in 1974. Getting an
excellent reception from high church offi-
cials in Melbourne, Srila Prabhupada spoke
hopefully of a united religious effort. He
suggested that Christians chant the name of
Christ (which is from the Greek Christos,
and is philologically similar to “Krsna”)
and that they stop animal slaughter. Both
these principles are within the Christian
scriptures and the scriptures of the other
great religions as well. -

Hymn singing is common to all religions,
although the science of mantra chanting,
and the particular emphasis on chanting
God’s names is especially exemplified in
the Krsna consciousness movement. When
we chant Hare Krsna, we come to realize
that Krsna, or God, is personally present
in all His glory and fullness— just by the
recitation of His name.

And as for the ban on animal slaughter,
this should be readily understandable to
those religionists who decry abortion. Un-
fortunately, the animal liberation cause is
almost completely neglected. We feel this
is because of widespread ignorance of the
nature of the spirit soul in the hearts of all
living creatures. A study of the Bhagavad-
gita As It Is, with special attention to
Krsna’s analysis of the soul, is essential for
anyone interested in refining his spiritual
perceptions. :

Finally, I would like to suggest that per-
sons sincerely dedicated to God conscious-
ness—including Krsna devotees, Jews,
Christians, and others—develop the higher
taste of spiritual life. There can be no real
hope of religious values in government un-
less pure spiritual desire first exists in the
hearts of the religious practitioners. —SDG
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